CENTRAL  CIRCULATION  AND  BOOKSTACKS 

The  person  borrowing  this  material  is  re- 
sponsible for  its  renewal  or  return  before 
the  Latest  Date  stamped  below.  You  may 
be  charged  a  minimum  fee  of  $75.00  for 
each  non-returned  or  lost  item. 

Theft,  mutilation,  or  defacement  of  library  materials  can  be 
causes  for  student  disciplinary  action.  All  materials  owned  by 
the  University  of  Illinois  Library  are  the  property  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  and  are  protected  by  Article  16B  of  Illinois  Criminal 
Law  and  Procedure. 

TO  RENEW,  CALL  (217)  333-8400. 
University  of  Illinois  Library  at  Urbana-Champaign 


OCT  2  3 1999 


DEC  2  9 1999 


APR  1  4  2006 


When  renewing  by  phone,  write  new  due  date 
below  previous  due  date.  L162 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2014 


https://archive.org/details/darkestrussia1319unse 


Darkest  Russia 

A  Weekly  Record  of  thje  Struggle  for  Freedom. 


New  Series.    Vol.  I.,  No.  1.] 


JANUARY,  3,  1012. 


[Registered  as  a  Newspaper. 


UNDER  THE  "CONSTITUTION  " 


To  the  world  at  laige  Russia  poses  as  a  con- 
stitutional country.  But  although  it  is  true  that 
for  the  past  six  years  she  has  enjoyed  a  semblance 
of  Parliamentary  government,  it  is  impossible  to 
sa}r  that  she  possesses  a  constitution  in  the  sense 
in  which  the  word  is  understood  in  civilised 
countries.  The  first  two  Parliaments  elected  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Imperial 
manifestoes  were,  in  the  main,  representative  of 
the  Russian  people.  For  this  very  reason  they 
were  considered  dangerous  to  the  bureaucracy, 
and  were  dissolved  after  a  very  brief  existence. 
Then,  with  a  criminal  audacity  unparalleled  in 
modern  times,  the  Government  promulgated 
a  new  electoral  law  nbove  the  heads  of  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature  by  which  the'  con- 
stituencies were  jerrymandered  and  the  fran- 
chise severely  restricted.  This,  of  course,  was  an 
act  of  gross  and  violent  illegality ;  it  was  a 
direct  contravention  of  the  fundamental  laws, 
and  it  effectually  robbed  Russia  of  the  boon  of 
Constitutional  Government  on  which  so  many 
sanguine  aspirations  had  been  based.  The  result 
of  this  new  electoral  law,  which  went  forth  as 
an  Imperial  ukase,  was  to  concentrate  the  voting 
power  for  the  most  part  in  the  hands  of  the 
great  landowners,  whose  interests  were  served 
b'-  the  contimu  tion  of  a  reactionary  recfitrte. 
Knd.  so  tne  tmru  liuma,  elected  m  i«u/  ana  how 
approaching  the  end  of  its  natural  span,  has 
been  the  willing  tool  of  the  bureaucracy,  and 
&s  no  more  representative  of  and  in  touch  with 
the  people  than  is  the  Emperor  Nicholas 
himself.  The  champions  of  freedom  and  of 
equal  rights  form  a  negligible  minority.  With  its 
fundamental  laws  flouted  and  trampled  under- 
foot, and  its  Parliament  packed  with  a  gang  of 
unscrupulous  oppressors  and  time-servers,  how 
can  Russia  call  herself  a  constitutional  country  ? 
A  Duma  is  a  specious  article  to  display  in  the 
political  shop-window,  but,  when  the  actual  facts 
with  regard  to  legislation  and  administration 
are  examined,  it  is  found  that  Russia  is  no  whit 
better  off  with  a  Constitution  than  it  was  with- 
out it.  The  Constitution,  in  fact,  has  become 
a  dead  letter.  The  autocracy  is  as  real  and  as 
triumphantly  oppressive  as  ever. 

The  fourth  Duma,  which  is  to  be  elected  in 
the  Spring  of  this  year,  will  naturally  be  of  the 
same  evil  complexion  as  its  predecessor.  And  so 
affairs  will  go  on  indefinitely  in  the  old  vicious 
way.  The  ill-famed  Union  of  the  Russian  People 
will  continue  its  course  of  violence  and  corrup- 
tion, and  it  will  fare  ill  with  any  who  incur  its 
displeasure.  The  campaign  against  those  who  do 
not  subscribe  to  its  religious  and  political  tenets 
will  proceed  with  undiminished  ferocity,  and 
will  be  assisted  usually  hy  the  active  support, 
and  always  by  the  indulgent  inactivity,  of  the 
Government  officials.  The  OJchrana,  the  political 
branch  of  the  secret  police,  will  still  enjoy  com- 
plete immunity  for  all  manner  of  savage  and 
inquisitorial  acts  ;  agents  of  provocation  will 
still  perform  their  hellish  tasks  of  stirring  up 
disorder  and  manufacturing  crime;  the  judges 
will  still  be  in  a  state  of  servile  dependence 
on  their  masters.  Education  will  be  withheld 
from  vast  masses  of  the  population.  And  sen- 
tences of  execution  and  deportation  for  "political 
crimes"  will  be  carried  out  with  a  fiendish 
regularity,  and  to  an  extent  unparalleled  since 
the  days  of  Ivan  the  Terrible. 

In  a  general  survey  of  the  situation  in  the 
Russian  Empire  to-day  the  attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment towards  the  subject  nationalities  demands 
a  foremost  place  in  our  consideration.    Of  recent 


more  and  more  tyrannic  ll,  reaching  its  climax 
under  the  Stolypm  regit,  e.  With  the  accession 
of  M.  Kokovtsoff  to  poVer  it  was  hoped  that 
some  i^elaxation  of  the  <  ipreseov'a  grip  might  be 
experienced ;  but  such  ,  hopes  have  not  been 
realised.  In  the  case  of  foth  Poland  and  Finland 
the  partition  policy,  by  which  considerable 
districts  are  being  dets  ched  from  those  two 
countries  and  annexed  t '  Russia  proper,  is  still 
being  pursued  with  ruth)  iss  determination.  As 
a  sop  Poland  is  being  gbfen  an  unjustly  framed 
system  of  municipal  self-government  which  bids 
fair  to  embitter  the  varic  is  sections  of  the  popu- 
lation against  each  othi  r.  Finland  is  being: 
exasperated  by  the  callors  manner  in  which  she 
is  being  deprived  of  her'  lawful  autonomy  as  a 
constituent  of  the  Russia'i  Empire,  and  by  the 
brutal  efforts  that  are  ber  g  made  to  "  russianise  " 
the  country.  There  is  e'/en  an  iniquitous  pro- 
posal afoot  to  introduce  tie  Government's  vodka 
monopoly  into  Finland,  ai  d  thus  turn  a  singularly 
temperate  country  into  oil 1  where  drunkenness  is 
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nationalities. 
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worse.  For  the  past  tlur 
subjected  to  the  severest, 
appalling  brutality.  Tin 
in  thousands,  and  in  the1 
various  pogroms  (invavir. 


countless  other  ways 
»  heavy  on  the  subject 


auld  not  very  well  be 
y  years  they  have  been 
'strictions  and  the  most 
7  have  been  massacred 
intervals  between  the 
y  the  work  of  Govern- 
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a  serious  of  ferocious  enactments.  To  give  the 
full  tale  of  these  restrictions — directed  with 
equal  severity  against  their  rights  of  residence, 
of  occupation,  and  of  educ  ation — a  whole  volume 
would  be  needed.  In  their  unholy  campaign  the 
authorities  stick  at  nothing,  and  some  even 
profess  to  deny  the  Jews  the  most  elementary 
human  rights.  The  dregs  of  the  populace  are 
encouraged  to  attack  them,  knowing  they  can  do 
so  with  both  profit  and  impunity.  On  the  rare 
occasions  when  these  hooligans  are  prosecuted 
they  are  either  discharged  or  subjee'ed  to  a 
nominal  penalty.  Expulsions  of  Jews  are  too 
numerous  nowadays  even  to  excite  cemment. 
The  Government  excuses  itself  of  course  on  the 
pretext  that  the  Jews  play  a  leading  part  in  the 
revolutionary  movement.  But,  even  if  ths  were 
proved  to  be  true,  has  not  the  Government  done 
everything  in  its  power  to  make  revolutioiaries 
of  them  ?  It  refuses  them  free  access  tt  the 
educational  establishments,  and  turns  them  into 
outcasts  and  pariahs  ;  and  then,  when  the  efects 
of  such  treatment  begin  to  show,  it  devises  \ew 
restrictions  and  new  methods  of  oppression,  jfie 
whole  thing  is  a  vicious  circle  which  the  Mins- 
ters of  the  Tsar  have  themselves  deliberate^ 
manufactured. 

We  might  elaborate  our  inquiry,  even  in  thi 
general  manner,  for  many  more  columns,  ant 
still  not  reach  the  end  of  our  indictment.  We 
have,  however,  already  said  enough  to  prove 
in  the  plainest  possible  manner  that,  while  it  is 
with  the  reputation  of  being  a  constitutional 
country  that  Russia  enjoys  her  present  prestige 
in  international  affairs,  under  cover  of  that  same 
"  Constitution " — the  veriest  sham  that  was 
ever  invented — the  worst  enormities  and 
excesses  are  being  committed.  The  existence  of 
the  Anglo-Russian  entente  (which  more  than 
anything  else  has  saved  Russia  from  financial 
disaster)  imposes  upon  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  both  the  right  and  the  necessity  of 
inquiring  into  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the 
country  with  which  they  have  become  allied — 
more  especially  at  a  time  when  that  country  is 
seeking  to  direct  the  affairs  of  a  neighbouring 
land  in  which  Great  Britain  has  a  more  than 
sentimental   interest.      We   cannot   know  too 


STARVING  MILLIONS. 


CAUSES  AND  EFFECTS  OF  THE 
FAMINE. 


RELIEF  WORK   HINDERED   BY  THE 
GOVERNMENT. 


The  terrible  famine  which  has  for  some  time 
past  been  raging  throughout  the  Ural  district  has 
also  invaded  the  governments  situated  along  the 
banks  of  the  Volga,  spreading  devastation 
through  almost  the  whole  of  Eastern  Russia. 
Tales  of  the  most  appalling  misery  come  to  hand 
daily  from  Ufa  (the  centre  of  the  scourge),  Oren- 
burg, Chelabinsk  (  where  starving  peasants  have 
been  crawling  to  the  parish  priest  in  order 
to  partake  of  the  last  Communion  before 
dying),  Saratov,  Simbirsk,  and  as  far  north  as 
Kazan  and  Vyatka.  In  the  Khanev  district  the 
schools  are  empty,  as  those  pupils  who  still 
remain  alive  are  wandering  about  searching  for 
morsels  of  bread.  The  physician  of  the  Pocha- 
ninov  district  is  being  besieged  by  crowds  of 
people,  who  clamour  not  for  medicine  but  for 
bread.  Several  Bashkir  settlements  in  the 
Ekaterinburg  district  are  without  any  food  what- 
soever. The  Russian  population  of  th  e  Yushkor 
canton  are  eaung  bread  njade  ot  gras  s  and  other 
substitutes,  which  even  the  dogs  refuse. 

The  present  famine  is  not  an  isolated  accident, 
due  to  exceptional  circumstances,  bat  one  of  a 
series  by  which  the  East  of  Russia  is  visited 
with  almost  periodical  regularity,  owing  to  the 
dryness  of  that  part  of  the  country.  The 
peasants  themselves  are  too  crushed  hy  the 
weight  of  taxation  to  undertake  the  necessary 
work  of  irrigation  on  their  holdings,  or  even  to 
save  anything  to  speak  of  by  way  of  provision 
against  these  frequent  calamities.  The  Govern- 
ment, for  its  part,  busy  with  measures  of  repres- 
sion and  other  schemes,  has  other  uses  for  its 
money  than  the  introduction  of  irrigation  on  a 
large  scale,  which  alone  could  prevent  the  con- 
stant recurrence  of  the  dread  visitant. 

With  regard  to  the  measures  of  relief,  these 
are   proving   pitifully  inadequate.     The  local 
Zemstvos  and  other  bodies  are  doing  their  best 
to  provide  granaries  and  soup-kitchens,  which  in 
some  places  the  starving  people  are  unable  to 
visit  owing  to  their  being  without  clothing  of 
any  kind.    But,  in  order  to  be  efficient,  such 
work  demands  co-ordination  by  an  agency  that 
enjoys  public  confidence.    The  Government  is 
severely  hampering  the  work  of  relief,  fearing, 
apparently,  the  formation  of  a  General  Zemstvo 
Relief  Organisation.     It  therefore  requires  the 
local   bodies   to   transmit    their  contributions 
through  the  official  Red  Cross  Organisation,  whose 
scandalously   corrupt    methods   are   a  byword 
hroughout  the    Empire.     The    public  cannot 
irget  how,  at  the  time  of  the  Japanese  War, 
Hides  given  to  the  Red  Cross  Societies  for  the 
hissian  soldiers  at  the  front  were  sold  openly  in 
tf\  Moscow  markets,  and  that  when  one  wealth v 
nniufacturer,  M.  Morozoff,    protested  against 
thlfelonious  appropriation  of  his  gifts,  the  late 
Gr^d  Duke  Sergius  threatened  him  with  expul- 
sion 

-AAthe  village  of  Novo-Tinchurino  the  police 
have|OSed  the  dining-rooms  which  were  opened 
about  month  ago  by  the  Free  Economic  Society 
for  tlnbenefit  of  starving  school-children.  The 
money.0ntributed  for  their  maintenance  has 
been  cofiscated.    The  local  peasantry  appear  to 


DARKEST 


i'SSIA 


Jan  vary  :s,  yA\i 


POLISH  MUNICIPALITIES. 


OPPRESSIVE    PROVISIONS    OF  THE 
GOVERNMENT  BILL. 


In  contrast  to  the  attitude  of  its  two  prede- 
cessors, the  third  Duma  is  determined  to  stamp 
the  seal  of  Russian  ascendancy  on  the  subject 
nationalities.  In  accordance  with  this  policy, 
two  parishes  are  being  detached  from  Finland, 
and  the  district  of  Holm  is  being  wrested  from 
Poland. 

Apprehensive  lest  this  new  partition  of  their 
country  should  prove  too  bitter  a  pill  for  the 
Poles  to  swallow,  the  Government  has  given 
precedence  to  a  Bill  introducing  municipal  self- 
government  into  Poland.  This  measure  has  been 
awaited  with  the  greatest  impatience  for  seven 
years,  and  the  delay  in  its  enactment  has  hung 
up  every  public  enterprise  throughout  the 
country.  It  has  now  passed  through  the 
Duma,  and  will  shortly  come  before  the  Council 
of  State. 

Since  the  Polish  revolution  and  the  abolition 
of  the  municipal  institutions  established  by 
Marquis  Wielopolski  in  the  early  'sixties  the 
cities  of  Poland  have  been  administered  by 
"  magistracies  "  composed  of  Government  nomi- 
nees. Having  seen  their  country  deprived  of 
municipal  self-government  for  nearly  half  a 
century,  the  Polish  members  of  the  Duma  declared 
themselves  willing  to  swallow  the  Bill  whole, 
without  amendment,  in  order  not  to  run  the  risk 
of  its  withdrawal  or  postponement  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  next  Duma.  They  therefore 
announced  their  intention  of  accepting  those  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  which  ensure  the  election  of 
one  or  more  municipal  councillors  of  Russian 
nationality  even  in  towns  which  contain  only  a 
handful  of  Russians.  The  unfairness  of  this 
part  of  the  measure  is  rendered  still  more  flagrant 
bv  a  clause  which  provides  that  the  Russian 
nationality  of  candidates  is  to  be  determined  by 
the  Governor-General,  in  whose  hands  is  thus 
placed  a  power  which  is  capable  of  gross  abuse. 

Further,  it  is  to  be  within  the  power  of  the 
Governor- General  or  the  central  Government  to 
suspend  the  working  of  the  measure  at  discre- 
tion if  at  anytime  the  state  of  the  country  is 
considered  to  require  such  a  step.  Thus,  while 
granting  local  self-government  with  one  hand, 
with  the  other  the  Ministry  turns  it  into  a  ready 
means  of  coercion.  . 

But  the  most  insidious  feature  ot  the  Bill  is 
that  it  imports  into  the  constitution  of  Poland 
the  system  of  the  partition  of  nationalities. 
Owing  to  its  numerical  insignificance,  the  arti- 
ficial erection  of  a  privileged  Russian  nationality 
within  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  is  comparatively 
innocuous.  But  the  introduction  of  a  Jewish 
nationality  bearing  legal  disabilities  is  an  inno- 
vation which  is  not  only  unjust  and  humiliating 
to  the  Jews  themselves,  who  form  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  town  population,  but  which  must 
prove  injurious  to  the  peaceful  and  normal 
development  of  the  municipal  life  and  even  the 
national  aspirations  of  the  Poles  in  general. 

Hitherto  the  Jews  in  Poland  have  been  free 
from  most  of  the  disabilities  imposed  upon 
their  co-religionists  throughout  the  rest  of  the 
Kalian  Kmpire.  'I' hey  have  no  Pale  of  Settle- 
ment and  their  emancipation,  acquired  through 
the  municipal  reforms  of  Marquis  Wielopolski 
in  W>2,  has  survived  the  subsequent  destruction 
of  that  system. 

When  the  principle  of  three  separate  nations 
colleges  had  been  decided  upon,  it  might  ha< 
been  thought  that  proportional  representatia 
would  follow  as  a  natural  corollary.  But  wW 
the  Bill  actually  does  is  just  the  reverse  it 
secures  over-representation  for  the  few  Russins, 
rhfle  it  keeps  the  large  Jewish  population"  a 
condition  of  permanent  inferiority.  Accolmg 
to  itfl  provisions,  Jews  may  not  constitutenore 
than  10  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  ofWOHr 
cillors  in  towns  where  they  do  not  fort  more 
than  half  of  the  total  population  ;  while  those 
town-,  where  more  than  half  of  the  inhowanta 
are  Jews,  the  Jewish  element  on  the  CorCH  may 
•  •<■   —»        the  total    -ws  are 


further  disqualified  frot.  holding  the  office  of 
Mayor  or  of  'chairman  f<r  vice-chairman  of  the 
council,  and  are  not  liowed  more  than  one 
member  on  the  executi  <  e.  Thus  in  Warsaw, 
where  the  Jewish  popul  i  ion  is  about  45  per  cent, 
of  the  total,  the  Jews  wi  only  he  allowed  sixteen 
councillors  out  of  160. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  w  hile,  for  instance,  General 
Bahianski,  a  Polish  <  Vmntitutional  Democrat, 
characterised  the  division  into  national  electoral 
colleges  as  an  objectionable  feature  of  the  Bill, 
and  while  M.  Bulat,  a  Social  Democrat  who  repre- 
sents a  Lithuanian  district  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Poland,  declaimed  vehemently  against  its  dispro- 
portional  character,  the  spokesman  of  the 
"  Kolo,"  or  Polish  Parliamentary  group,  M. 
Jaronski,  welcomed  the  principle  by  which  the 
Polish  elements  are  secured  a  four-fifths  majority 
over  their  Jewish  fellcfu  citizens.  Quite  apart 
from  the  unfairness  of  the  provision,  the  "  Kolo  " 
has  been  guilty  of  a  piece  of  political  folly,  and 
the  attitude  of  its  members  has  quickly  been 
turned  into  a  weapon  against  themselves.  When 
the  member  for  Siedlce,  M.  Dymsza,  complained 
that  the  Bill  dealing  with  the  detachment  of  the 
Holm  districts  placed  the  Poles  resident  in  those 
districts  in  a  position  of  political  inferiority,  in 
opposition  to  the  terms  of  the  October  Manifesto, 
he  was  met  by  Bishop  P.ulogius  vvith  the  declara- 
tion of  his  "Kolo"  colieague,  M.  Jaronski,  who 
favoured  unequal  treatment  for  the  Jews.  "  When 
one  deals  with  the  Poles,"  remarked  the  Bishop, 
"  they  claim  full  rights  for  themselves  ;  but  they 
place  their  veto  on  equal  rights  for  others." 


RUSSIANISIIfG"  FINLAND. 


THE    GRAND     DUCHY'S  GRIEVANCES. 

Before  rising  for  the  recess  the  Duma  passed 
various  Bills  relating  to  FHand,  including  one  which 
provides  for  a  monetary  jontribution  from  Finland 
to  the  Imperial  Treasury  in  lieu  of  service  in  the 
Army.  Baron  Meyendor  pointed  out  that  if  the 
bureaucracy  were  allowec  to  drag  Finland  down  to 
the  level  of"  the  rest.  oi.Jt  -^ii  *hf  Fvchcqiipr  would 
lose  considerably  on  the  expenditure  of  its  admini- 
stration. Whereas  many  parts  of  the  Empire  did 
not  cover  their  expenses,  the  Duchy  of  Finland  was 
covering  the  whole  cost  of  its  administration,  and 
that  although  it  formed  one  of  the  regions  least 
favoured  by  Nature.  Such  Russian  Provinces,  if 
there  were  any,  as  did  repay  expenses  did  so  entirely 
through  the  consumption  of  liquor,  and  thus  the 
finances  of  Russia  were  bemo  bolstered  up  by  the 
drunkenness  of  the  people.  Baron  Meyendorf  vainly 
urged  the  xbsurdity  of  the  principle  of  redemption 
from  militaw  service,  and  ihe  measure  was  carried.  In 
the  course  of  the  debate  M.  Andronoff,  an  Octobrist, 
stated  thrt  as  Finland  ojight  to  provide  for  a  con- 
tingent of  io.ooo  men  its  proper  contribution  would 
be  between  io  and  20  million  marks. 

Another  Bill  gives  equal  rights  with  Finnish 
citizens  to  all  Russians  in  the  country.  This  measure, 
it  was  pointed  out,  really  requires  the  alteration  of 
the  statutes  of  the  Finnish  Diet  and  of  the  electoral 
regulaions  for  the  entire  Duchy,  and  it  is  a  good 
examrle  of  the  irregular  fashion  in  which  the  Duma 
has  curing  the  past  two  years  dealt  with  Finnish 
affairi. 

Tie  Duma  further  adopted  the  proposal  of  the 
Natonalists,  by  which  tuition  in  the  Russian  language 
is  V  be  made  compulsory  in  all  schools  and  classes 
throughout  the  Duchy. 

.'he  Council  of  Ministers  has    considered  and 
atproved  various  measures  recommended  by  a  Con- 
trence  presided  over  by  the  late  M.  Stolypin  on  the 
jfairs  of  Finland.    One  of  these  measures  extends 
0   Finland    the    general   rules  with    regard  to 
orcigners  becoming   Russian  subjects.  Another 
clause  precludes  Finnish  representatives  from  form- 
ing independent  delegations  at  international  railway 
Conferences   apart  from  the  Imperial  delegation  ; 
nor  are  Finnish  exhibitors  to  be  allowed  to  form  a 
separate  Finnish  section  at  international  exhibitions, 
apart  from  the  Russian  group. 

It  is  rumoured  that  the  Finnish  system  of  coinage 
is  to  be  brought  into  conformity  with  the  Russian 
monetary  system.  A  Bill  is  also  being  prepared  by 
which  Russian  is  to  be  made  the  official  language  of 
the  Grand  Duchy. 

By  an  Imperial  decree  recently  issued  the  Finns 
were  forbidden  to  commemorate  the  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  reunion  of  Viborg  with  Finland  on 
December  23rd.  While  obeying  the  letter  of  the 
ukase,  the  Finns  intend  to  hold  the  celebration  on 
the  12th  inst.,  which  is  the  date  of  the  centenary  of 
the  legal  organisation  of  the  Government  of  Viborg. 
The  reason  for  the  prohibition  is  to  be  found,  of  course, 
in  the  impending  annexation  of  Viborg  to  Russia. 


RUSSIA  AND   THE  STATES 

PROPOSED  TARIFF  WAR  CONDEMNED  BY 
RUSSIAN   BUSINESS  MEN. 


The  Novoe  Vremya  states  with  satisfaction  that  the 
Knglish  newspapers  have  fully  adopted  the  Rui 
view  of  the  American  passport  question,  and  quote- 
the  approval  of  the  Morning  I'ost.    Other  Russian 
papers,  however,  do  not  regard  the  matter  in  quite 
the  same  light.    In  the  columns  of  the  official  Roma 
M.  Syromyatnikoff  has  been  telling  his  countrvme 
that  the  problem  of  the  existence  of  some  seven  01 
eight  millions  of  Jewish  -ubjects  in   the  Russian 
Fmpire  can  neither  be  put  aside  nor  solved  by  th' 
wild  vapourings  of  the  Kovot  Vremya,  but  require 
remedial  legislation  aiming  at  the  removal  of  di-a- 
bilities,  and  opening  up  all  parts  of  the  Kmpire,  no 
only  to  the  privileged  wealthy  Jews,  but  to  their  poor 
brethren  as  well. 

The  Kovoe  Vremya  seems,  indeed,  to  have  lost  it- 
bearings  over  the  passport  question.  The  writer  of 
its  editorial  utterances  is  proving  to  his  own  satisfac- 
tion that  Russia  has  every  reason  to  rejoice  and  to 
grasp  at  the  opportunity  of  freeing  herself  once  and 
for  all  from  the  burdensome  commercial  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  since  Russian  exports  to  that 
country  are  insignificant  ;  all  the  loss,  he  says,  would 
fall  on  the  American  people,  who  would  have 
cause  to  regret  most  deeply  their  ingratitude  towards 
a  friendly  nation  in  order  to  please  their  "  pre- 
tended"  fellow-citizens  of  the  Hebrew  faith.  It  is, 
however,  somewhat  perplexing  to  find  this  happy 
editorial  followed  by  the  long-winded  effusions  of 
M.  Menshikoff,  in  which  the  most  dire  calamities  are 
predicted  for  Russia  should  the  Americans  persist  in 
their  obstinacy,  which  would  bring  the  Kmpire  to 
the  verge  of  ruin. 

The  same  paper  informs  its  readers  that  the  denun- 
ciation of  the  Treaty  is  but  the  latest  episode  in  (he 
Jewish  intrigue  against  Russia,  which  was  started  bv 
"  the  Jew  Disraeli,  called  Lord  Beaconstidd,"  con- 
tinued by  "the  American  Jewish  bankers  who  made 
the  Japanese  War,"  and  carried  on  bv  "  the  Jew 
Shuster,"  .who  is  said  to  have  gone  from  America 
to  Teheran  in  order  to  set  the  Persians  against  their 
Russian  friends. 

The  denunciation  of  the  Treaty  of  1832  has  even 

Gutchkoff,  to  lose  his  balance.  He  has  seriouslv 
compromised  his  position  by  his  hysterical  tariff  pro- 
posals, which,  though  welcomed  bvthe  Nvtcc  Vrarrva. 
are  unconditionally  condemned  by  all  members  of 
the  industrial  and  financial  communities,  both  official 
and  private.  The  rest  of  the  Press,  too,  joins  in  this 
condemnation,  which  is  chiefly  based  on  the  fact 
that  Russia  cannot  dispense  with  its  cotton  imports 
from  the  United  States.  The  manufacturers  declare 
that  the  proposed  heavy  increase  in  dutv  would  onlv 
hit  themselves,  their  workmen,  and  their  customers, 
without  in  any  way  injuring  the  Americans.  The 
head  of  one  firm  states  that  it  is  not  possible  to  do 
without  American  cotton  unless  the  whole  industry 
is  resolved  on  suicide. 

A  special  meeting  of  business  men,  held  on 
December  25th,  declared  itself  unanimouslv  opposed 
to  the  Octobrist  motion  as  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
Russian  industry.  M.  Federoff,  a  former  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Industry,  stated  that  the  proposals  were  a 
mistake  even  from  the  national  point  of  view,  and 
could  not  raise  the  prestige  of  Russia.  It  was  decided 
to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  subject  among 
bodies  at  Moscow  and  Lodz  which  were  particularly 
interested  in  the  matter. 


SEVERE  INDUSTRIAL  CRISIS. 

ALARMING  NUMBER  OF  BANKRUPTCIES. 

The  Russian  textile  industry  is  passing  through  1 
severe  crisis.  It  is  stated  that  at  Moscow  the  volume 
of  trade  is  now  over  50  per  cent,  less  than  the 
normal.  Among  the  smaller  firms  bankruptcies  are 
spreading  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  apprehensions 
are  being  raised  of  a  general  crisis  similar  to  that  of 
1899.  The  Trade  and  Industry  Gazelle  attributes  the 
stoppages  of  payment  chiefly  to  the  disturbing  effect 
on  the  international  money  market  of  the  Moroccan 
crisis,  which  reduced  the  funds  in  the  Russian  banks 
and  compelled  them  to  limit  their  credit  operations. 
Among  the  minor  reasons  assigned  bv  the  Gazclti 
for  the  number  of  failures  are  the  unscrupulous 
methods  adopted  by  firms  which  prefer  to 
become  bankrupt  before  the  expected  introduction 
of  a  new  law,  whose  provisions  are  to  be  less  lenient 
to  bankrupts  than  those  at  present  in  force. 


Dr.  Kichholz,  surgeon  at  the  Smolensk  Penal 
Prison,  has  been  refused  permission  by  the  authori- 
ties to  present  to  the  Medical  Association  a  report  on 
diseases  and  mortality  in  prisons. 
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NOTES. 


Provocation  in  Persia. 

It  is  a  bad  look-out  for  Persia.  The  Russian 
Government  has  played  its  usual  game  of  provo- 
cation, and  so  far  with  very  considerable  success. 
Since  the  clay  on  which  the  Anglo-Russian 
Agreement  was  signed  it  has  cynically  trampled 
its  most  solemn  promises  underfoot,  and  has 
steadily  pursued  a  course  having  for  its  object 
the  effective  control  of  Persian  affairs.  It  seized 
upon  the  internal  upheaval  of  April,  1909,  to 
intervene  with  an  armed  force,  but  it  was  dis.- 
tinctly  understood  at  the  time  that  the  presence 
of  Russian  troops  in  Tabriz  and  elsewhere  was 
merely  temporary,  and  that  they  were  to  be 
moved  as  soon  as  the  trouble  was  over  and 
Russian  lives  and  property  were  in  no  further 
danger.  But  they  have  never  budged  since,  and 
their  continued  presence  in  the  country  has  irri- 
tated the  Persian  people  to  an  ungovernable 
extent,  and  has  been  directly  responsible  for  the 
disorders  that  have  broken  out.  This,  of  course,  is 
Russia's  favourite  method :  she  first  artificially 
provokes  an  outbreak  to  provide  her  with  an 
excuse  for  intervention,  and  then  employs  the 
most  savao-e  and  brutal  methods  to  put  it  down. 
Already  she  has  taken  over  the  administration 
at  Tabriz,  where  she  contemplates  holding  a 
j  bloody  assize,"  and  unless  some  sort  of  effective 
pressure  is  brought  to  bear  upon  her  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  soon  she  will  have  the  whole 
of  Northern  Persia  in  her  grasp. 

What  Russian  Rule  Implies. 

The  horrors  that  are  in  store  for  Persia  under 
Russian  administrative  rule  may  readily  be 
imagined  by  those  who  know  something  of  the 
methods  by  which  Russia  governs  her  own 
people,  and  of  her  tyrannically  oppressive  atti- 
tude towards  the  subject  nationalities  within  her 
Empire.  The  truth  is  that  Russia  cannot  endure 
the  sight  of  liberty,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
Constitution  in  Persia  (her  own  was  short-lived 
enough)  was  too  much  for  her  equanimity.  Her 
support  of  the  ex-Shah  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  reactionary  nature  of  her  plans  for  that 
country.  As  soon  as  she  is  firmly  established 
in  her  control  she  will  set  up  an  administrative 
system  on  her  own  model,  with  all  its  accom- 
paniments of  violence  and  corruption.  It  is 
deeply  to  be  regretted  that  so  far  the  influence 
of  Great  Britain  has  not  been  exerted  to  arrest 
the  process  of  strangulation  that  is  now  being  so 
effectively  employed.  With  an  Indian  frontier 
to  be  protected,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves  as  well 
as  to  Persia  to  do  what  we  can  to  stay  Russia's 
hand,  even  at  this  eleventh  hour.  Will  the 
British  Government  rise  to  the  full  height  of  its 
duty  and  its  opportunity  ? 


Reprisals. 

We  do  not  imagine  that  the  American  people 
will  be  very  much  perturbed  by  the  Octobrist 
threat  of  a  prohibitive  tariff  on  imports  from  the 
States  into  Russia  by  way  of  retaliation  against 
President  Taft's  denunciation  of  the  1832  Treaty. 
Such    a  procedure  was  certainly  foreseen  by 


many  prominent  Americans  who  for  years  have 
been  working  for  a  removal  of  the  passport 
grievance,  and  it  appears  extremely  probable 
that  the  imposition  of  the  tariff  will  injure 
Russia's  own  industries  to  a  very  serious  extent. 
Heedless  of  the  ravings  of  the  Novoe  Vremya, 
business  circles  in  Russia  are  dead  against  the 
Octobrist  proposal.  Nor  will  any  degree  of 
alarm  be  felt  at  the  demonstration  made  by  the 
Extreme  Right  party,  who  have  announced  their 
intention  of  introducing  a  Bill  into  the  Duma  for 
the  exclusion  of  all  American  Jews  from  Russia. 
If  a  measure  of  this  kind  were  passed,  it  would 
bring  matters  to  a  head  with  a  rapidity  that 
would  certainly  commend  itself  to  the  champions 
of  equal  treatment,  and  it  would  also  serve  to 
clarify  the  question  in  a  very  appropriate 
fashion. 

Blinking  the  Facts. 

There  are  one  or  two' misunderstandings  in 
connection  with  the  passport  agitation  which 
must  be  removed  if  its  true  significance  is  to  be 
appreciated.  The  Times,  applying  itself  to  the 
apparently  congenial  task  of  whitewashing 
Russia  from  head  to  heel,  has  endeavoured  to 
obfuscate  the  issue  in  a  particularly  flagrant 
manner,  and  has  not  refrained  from  actual  mis- 
statements in  dealing  with  the  facts.  Following 
the  lead  of  M.  Sazonoff,-  the  Russian  Foreign 
Minister,  it  tries  to  make  out  that  the  sole  object 
and  effect  of  the  discrimination  exercised  in 
honouring  passports  are  to  prevent  Russian  Jews 
of  revolutionary  tendencies  who  have  become 
naturalised  American  citjizens  from  returning 
to  the  land  of  their  birth.  No  one  who  has 
even  a  superficial  knowledge  of  the  subject  will 
need  to  be  told  that  this  is  sheer  moonshine. 
Native-born  American  Jews  find  exactly  the 
same  obstacles  placed  in  t  le  way  of  getting  their 
passports  honoured  as  dto  theit1  co-religionists 
who  have  become  natu_iilised  I  in  the  Statee. 
Even  "  the  Jew  Oscar  Straus;"  the  United 
States  Ambassador  •  at  Constantinople,  had 
recently  to  get  a  special  dispensation  from  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  before  he  could  make  a 
temporary  stay  in  St.  Petersburg.  Business 
men  of.  influential  standing  who  belong  to  the 
Jewish  faith  can  only  obtain  the  necessary  visa 
for  their  passports  by  complying  with  galling 
regulations  ;  the  lesser  fry  usually  cannot  obtain 
it  on  any  terms. 


America's  Example. 

The  Times  is  guilty  of  even  more  astounding 
ignorance,  if  of  nothing  worse,  when  it  observes 
that  "  the  controversy  is  happily  one  which  does 
not  affect  ourselves."  The  fact  is,  of  course, 
that  in  the  matter  of  Russian  passports  English 
Jews  are  in  precisely  the  same  position  as 
their  American  brethren.  The  case  of  an 
officer  in  the  British  Army  who  happens  to 
be  a  Jew,  and  who  on  the  ground  of  his 
faith  was  refused  permission  to  pass  through 
Russia  on  an  official  journey  to  China,  shows 
clearly  enough  what  is  the  position  in  this 
country.  The  Jews  of  Germany  and  other 
countries  suffer  equally  :  so,  for  that  matter,  do 
Roman  Catholics  to  a  considerable  extent.  The 
discrimination  is  one  that  no  self-respecting  State 
should  tolerate,  and  the  American  people  are 
warmly  to  be  commended  for  their  action.  In 
abrogating  the  Treaty  of  1832  they  are  giving 
Russia  a  much-needed  lesson  in  the  way  in  which 
such  agreements  are  expected  to  be  observed. 
The  wording  of  that  document  makes  it  abso- 
lutely clear — -at  any  rate  when  the  principle  of 
uberrima  fides  is  applied  to  its  interpretation — 
that  no  religious  bar  was  intended  at  the  time  to 
prevent  free  intercourse  between  tbe  subjects  of 
the  two  countries.  What  Russia  has  done  is  to 
allow  local  custom  of  corhparatively  recent  esta- 
blishment to  override  her  Treaty  obligations,  in 
flat  defiance  of  the  principles  of  international  law. 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  spirited  example  set 
by  the  States  will  be  followed  by  other  countries, 
who  owe  it  to  themselves  to  remove  an  oppressive 
restriction  on  the  privileges  of  a  large  number  of 
their  subjects. 

Highly  Glazed. 

Russia  as  a  field  for  British  investment  has 
been  very  alluringly  argued  in  one  of  the  highly 
glazed  supplements  to  the  Times  which  that 
journal  has  lately  been  devoting  to  the  dubious 
economic  attractions  of  the  South  American 
Republics.  There  is,  perhaps,  some  appropriate- 
ness in  this  classification,  for  if  Russia,  like  South 
America,  has  considerable  natural  resources,  she 
suffers  from  the  same  difficulties  in  developing 
them  through  the  instability  of  her  finances,  the 
corruption  of  her  bureaucracy,  and  the  low  moral 
level  of  her  people.  This  appeal  to  the  British 
capitalist  is,  however,  an  inevitable  concomitant 
of  the  Anglo-Russian  entente.  The  political  com- 
radeship of  Russia  has  always  to  be  paid  for  in 
cash,  as  France  has  found  out  to  her  cost.  She 
is  the  femme  galante  of  the  international  trottoir, 
as  Turkey  is  its  homme  malade.  The  main  ques- 
tion for  British  csipitalists  is,  however,  not 
whether  this  country  will  derive  any  political 
advantage  from  their  investments,  but  whether 
those  investments  are  likely  to  prove  safe  and 
profitable.  To  this  important  question  DARKEST 
RUSSIA  will  at  an  early  date  devote  a  special 
supplement,  to  which  well-known  experts  on  the 
subjects  treated  by  the  Times  have  been  invited 
to  contribute. 


Curiosities   of  Credit. 

The  seriousness  of  the  crisis  in  the  textile 
industry,  to  which  we  draw  attention  elsewhere, 
offers  a  warning  sign  to  those  who  are  invited  to 
put  their  money  into  Russian  enterprises.  Further, 
it  cannot  be  too  widely  known  that  the  Russian 
law  relating  to  bankruptcy  renders  it  at  present 
very  easy  for  firms  which  are  of  none  too 
scrupulous  a  morality  to  perform  with  impunity 
all  mannerof  fraud  upon  their  creditors;  although 
we  are  glad  to  learn  that  there  is  some  expecta- 
tion of  the  law  being  strengthened  in  this  respect. 
A  letter  from  a  Russian  correspondent  which 
appeared  in  last  Friday's  Times  provides  a  very 
necessary  corrective  to  that  journal's  beautiful 
and  boundless  confidence  in  the  impeccability 
of  Russian  traders,  and  throws  a  significant  light 
upon  the  curious  system  of  credit  prevailing 
throughout  the  Empire.  As  the  correspondent 
points  out, 

"Goods  delivered  on  credit  are  by  law  the 
absolute  property  of  the  purchaser,  and  he  can 
freely  sell,  not  only  the  goods  so  bought,  but,  if 
he  chooses,  the  while  of  his  business  without 
reference  to  the  claims  of  his  creditors  who  hold 
his  bills  ;  and  the  new  proprietor  is  not  liable 
for  his  predecessor's  debts.  The  whole  position 
results  in  an  enormous  number  of  fictitious 
transactions  by  which  the  debtor,  to  avoid  the 
' scrupulous' discharge  of  his  debt,  passes  his 
business  on  nominally  to  some  one  else,  wife  or 
brother,  against  whom  no  claim  can  be  pre- 
ferred.'' 

Englishmen  who  contemplate  interesting  them- 
selves in  Russian  trade  enterprises  would  do  well 
to  take  note  of  a  little  point  like  this,  and  to 
prosecute  searching  inquiries  before  committing 
themselves  to  any  dealing. 


The  Crime   of  Philanthropy. 

One  of  the  latest  items  of  news  that  have^come 
to  hand  is  that  the  Council  of  Ministers  has 
decided  not  to  allow  the  Salvation  Army  to  carry 
on  its  work  in  Russia.  Such  a  step  is  sympto- 
matic of  the  whole  attitude  of  the  bureaucracy 
towards  the  people.  In  the  eyes  of  the  Russian 
official  private  philanthropy  and  social  endeavour, 
whether  carried  on  by  an  individual  or  by  an 
organisation,  are  highly  objectionable  practices, 
and  call  for  stern  measures  of  repression.  The 
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State  alone  may  concern  itself  witli  irnprming 
the  condition  of  the  masses,  which  is  as  much 
as  to  say  that  the  masses  must  be  left  to  rot. 
Exactly  the  same  official  attitude  has  been  dis- 
played in  connection  witii  the  terrible  famine  by 
which  no  lower  than  twenty  governments  of  the 
Umpire  are  being  ravaged.  Private  bodies  liave 
been  forbidden  to  engage  in  the  work  of  relief, 
which  is  to  be  left  exclusively  in  the  hands  of 
the  official  Red  Cross  organisation.  As  in  many 
districts  the  Red  Cross  organisation  has  not  been 
awakened  to  an  active  existence,  and  as  where  it 
is  active  its  affairs  are  usually  administered  in 
an  unblushingly  corrupt  fashion  (the  amazing 
scandals  in  connection  with  its  finances  that 
were  recently  made  public  will  not  readily  be 
forgotten),  the  value  of  the  Covernment's  essays 
in  philanthropy  will  not  be  estimated  very 
highly. 

Famine  and  Finance. 

There  is  one  bitterly  ironical  aspect  of  the  famine 
and  the  gross  inadequacy  of  the  relief  measures 
that  calls  for  special  attention.  While  the 
famine  is  itself  largely  caused  by  the  Govern- 
ment's neglect  to  foster  agricultural  industries  in 
the  less  naturally  favoured  parts  of  the  Empire, 
its  severity  is  enormously  increased  by  the  fact 
that  Russia  exports  every  year  such  vast 
quantities  of  cereals,  and  does  not  retain  in  the 
country  anything  like  a  sufficiency  for  the  needs 
of  her  own  people  when,  as  so  frequently  happens, 
there  is  a  partial  or  total  failure  of  the  crops  in 
some  unfortunate  district.  The  key  to  this 
unhappy  situation  is  to  be  found  in  the  state  of 
the  Imperial  finances.  In  order  to  pay  the 
interest  on  her  huge  foreign  loans  in  anything 
but  gold  (which  would  be  a  highly  inconvenient 
course  for  a  Russian  Minister  of  Finance),  Russia 
has,  by  some  means  or  other,  to  strike  a  balance 
on  the  right  side  in  her  foreign  trade  accounts.  She 
cannot  do  this  by  means  of  manufactured  goods, 
since  her  manufactures  are  in  a  deplorably  back- 
ward condition,  and,  until  her  finances  are  put 
upon  a  more  satisfactory  footing,  she  can  only  do 
it  by  an  improvidently  large  export  of  corn.  It 
is  only  when  the  famine  reaches  its  present 
appalling  proportions,  and  when  the  Govern- 
ment's attempts  at  relief  are  so  conspicuously  a 
failure,  that  it  is  realised  how  Russia  is  paying 
the  interest  on  her  foreign  loans  out  of  the 
stomachs  of  her  peasants.  This  is  a  fact  which 
should  be  kept  well  in  mind  whenever  overtures 
are  made  for  the  importation  of  British  capital 
into  Russia. 

A  Press   in  Fetters. 

Russia  is  still  far  from  enjoying  that  "  Liberty 
of  the  Press "  which  was  announced  in  the 
October  Manifesto  of  1905,  and  which  was 
supposed  to  put  an  end  to  the  arbitrary  and 
oppressive  restrictions  formerly  in  force.  For  a 
short  time,  it  is  true,  editors  and  publishers 
were  allowed  to  breathe  more  freely,  and  honest 
and  healthy  opinions  could  be  stated  without  the 
fear  of  confiscation  and  prosecution.  That  state 
of  affairs,  however,  was  as  short-lived  as  the 
!eetin<r  vision  of  representative  government,  and 
now  there  is  le^s  security  in  Russia  for  those 
who  champion  the  cause  of  truth  than  ever  there 
was  in  the  history  of  any  Press.  Almost  every 
day  we  read  of  domiciliary  visits,  attended  by 
every  species  of  inquisitorial  outrage,  being  paid 
to  the  offices  of  newspapers,  of  issues  being  con- 
fiscated  by  the  police,  of  their  editors  and 
publishers  being  prosecuted,  and  of  the  infliction 
of  fines  or  of  terms  of  imprisonment.  Elsewhere 
we  give  a  brief  selection  from  the  many  cases  of 
this  kind  that  have  come  under  our  notice  during 
the  past  np|Onth,  and  from  week  to  week  we  shall 
publish  a  list  of  the  most  recent  pains  and 
penalties  by  which  the  Russian  Press  has  been 
visited.  Here,  as  everywhere,  we  see  the  effect 
of  the  butchery  of  the  Constitution, 


POLICE  ATROCITIES. 


REIGN   OF   TERROR   IN  SARATOV. 


Striking  revelations  of  the  savage  and  criminal 
methods  of  the  police  were  made  in  an  action  for 
alleged  libel  recently  heard  in  the  High  Court  of 
Saratov.  Charges  had  been  made  by  M.  Panchulid- 
zeff, a  member  of  the  Saratov  Zemstvo,  against 
District-Colonel  Protopopoff,  and  the  latter  was  per- 
suaded by  the  Governor  to  prosecute  his  accuser. 

In  the  course  of  the  trial  evidence  was  given  to 
the  effect  that  police  abuses  were  of  long  standing 
in  Saratov,  and  that  tl|c  attention  of  the  former 
Governor  had  been  called  to  them  in  vain.  The 
police,  it  was  stated,  were  in  the  habit  of  forcing  the 
peasants  to  pay  arrears  Of  taxes  that  were  not  due 
from  them.  Two  of  the  commissaries  were  notorious 
drunkards,  who  beat  (lie  peasants  and  accepted 
bribes.  One  witness,  a  prie>t,  told  of  a  warehouse 
for  stolen  property  established  by  the  police  in 
co-operation  with  the  thieves  of  the  district  ;  and  it 
was  said  that  police  and  thieves  used  to  join  together 
in  drinking  bouts. 

The  Station-Commissary  Danishevsky  would  refuse 
permission  for  any  entertainment  unless  he  was 
promised  ten  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds,  claim- 
ing that  this  was  the  rule  at  Odessa,  where  he  had 
served  under  the  notorious  Tolmatcheff.  The  police 
sometimes  tortured  peasants  until  they  fainted.  The 
priest  added  that  one  constable  had  informed  him 
that,  on  the  strength  of  the  increased  license  allowed 
by  the  Okhrana  regulations,  he  could  shoot  down 
whomever  he  liked,  and  if  he  happened  to  account 
for  a  malefactor  he  got  a  reward  for  his  zeal. 

Commissaries  and  constables  convicted  of  bribery 
were  merely  transferred  by  the  District-Colonel  to 
another  place.  Constable  Varavka  was  known  to 
have  kicked  an  innocent  man  in  the  most  brutal 
fashion,  and  to  have  broken  the  butt-end  of  his  rifle 
across  him,  in  order  to  extract  the  confession  of  a 
murder  with  which  he  had  had  nothing  to  do. 
Commissary  Hagman  would  forge  the  depositions  of 
witnesses. 

M.  Panchulidzeff,  it  was  stated,  had  made  a  per- 
sonal report  to  the  Director  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  on  the  horrors 
perpetrated  by  t  h^  "Saratov  police  and  the  torture- 
chamber  methods  ^adopted  in  the  district  ;  but  his 
protests  had  proved  unavailing. 

In  the  end  M.  Panchulidzeff  was  acquitted  of  the 
charge  of  libel. 


JEWISH   TRADE  RESTRICTIONS. 


NATIONALIST  APPEAL  FOR  THEIR  REMOVAL. 


The  policy  of  placirig  restrictions  on  Jewish 
traders  adopted  by  the  central  authorities  is  now 
proving  inconvenient  even  to  Russian  merchants 
who  support  the  Nationalist  party.  In  accordance 
with  Timasheff's  circular,  which  confines  the  Jewish 
merchants  of  Kieff,  as  regards  both  residence  and 
trade,  to  the  suburbs  of  the  holy  city,  the  police  have 
begun  to  compel  Jews  to  transfer  their  businesses 
from  the  central  parts  of  the  town  to  the  outskirts. 

A  group  of  merchants,  of  Orthodox  and  "  Right " 
convictions,  with  two  Town  Councillors  at  their 
head,  have  addressed  a  petition  to  the  Duma,  praying 
for  the  rescission  of  the  Ministerial  circular,  which 
injures  the  economic  interests  of  the  city  and  arti- 
ficially concentrates  trade  in  the  suburbs.  Pending 
the  result  of  the  appeal,  they  have  petitioned 
Governor-General  Trepoff  to  allow  the  Jews  to  carry 
on  their  businesses  provisionally  in  all  parts  of  the 
town. 

More  recently  the  Town  Council  of  Kieff  has 
resolved  to  petition  by  telegram  the  Ministers  of 
Finance  and  the  Interior  for  the  rescission  of  the 
circular  from  the  Taxes  Department  forbidding 
Jewish  merchants  who  hold  a  first-class  guild  cer- 
tificate of  less  than  five  years'  standing  to  trade  in  the 
central  parts  of  the  city. 

The  Town  Council  has  also  resolved  to  petition 
the  Government  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  abolition 
of  the  antiquated  division  of  Kieff"  into  districts,  in 
which  discrimination  is  made  regarding  Jewish 
rights  of  residence. 


On  December  28th,  at  the  Moscow  Circuit  Court, 
the  trial  was  begun  of  Wildgrube,  the  head  of  the 
Adventist  sect,  who  is  charged  with  having  enticed 
people  away  from  the  Orthodox  faith.  It  is  alleged 
that  at  the  religious  meetings  of  the  Adventists 
Wildgrube  used  to  speak  disparagingly  of  the 
Orthodox  religion.  As  many  as  fifty  witnesses  have 
been  summoned. 


UNDER   THE  HEEL. 


The  Official  Campaign  against  Freedom 
of  Thought   and  Speech. 


The  following  list  comprises  a  few  examp'es  of 
the  methods  by  which  official  pressure  is  brought  to 
bear  upon  those  editors  and  publishers  of  Dew 
papers  and  other  matter  throughout  the  Russian 
Empire  who  have  the  hardihood  to  criticise  the 
authorities.  The  cases  to  which  we  draw  attention 
form  only  a  small  proportion  of  those  in  which 
similar  action  has  been  taken  during  the  past 
month  : — 

The  Rola  was  fined  200  roubles  for  an  article  or. 
the  War  saw- Vienna  Railway  Hill. 

The  Bessarabsky  Kray,  the  successor  of  two 
similar  newspapers  which  had  in  turn  been  com- 
pulsorily  closed  down,  has  itself  ceased  to  exFt 
owing  to  the  arrest  of  its  editor,  through  his  failure 
to  pay  a  fine  of  200  roubles  for  an  article  dealing- 
wit  h  the  activities  of  General  Tolmatcneff,  tht 
ill-famed  ex-Prefect  of  Odessa. 

The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  imposed  a  fine  of 
500  roubles,  with  the  alternative  of  three  months 
imprisonment,  on  the  editor  of  the  monthly  review 
Sovremennik  for  publishing  articles  headed  "The 
Harvest  Failure  and  its  Consequences,"  "Notes  of  a 
Provincial,''  and  "Tolstoy  on  trie  Political  Struggle. 

The  Assistant  Public  Prosecutor  of  Archangel, 
accompanied  by  police  officers,  made  an  extended 
search  at  the  offices  of  the  Severnoc  Ulro  with  the 
object  of  discovering  the  authorship  of  articles  on 
the  Conference  of  the  Diocese  held  last  August. 

The  Vyatka  High  Court  sentenced  the  editor  of 
the  Vyalsluiya  Retch  to  one  month's  imprisonment  in 
a  fortress  in  respect  of  the  jubilee  number  of  h^ 
paper  commemorating  the  Manifesto  of  February 
10th,  by  which  the  Emperor  Alexander  II.  decreed 
the  abolition  of  serfdom.  This  particular  issue  wa> 
confiscated  at  the  time  of  its  publication. 

The  editor  of  the  Tsaryisin  Messenger  was  fined  600 
roubles  for  inserting  an  advertisement  without  the 
sanction  of  the  police. 

In  the  High  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  the  editor  of 
the  Yasnaya  Poland  was  charged  with  inciting 
soldiers  to  refuse  military  service.  The  charge  was 
founded  on  the  publication  of  Tolstoy's  work,  The 
Redding  Circle,  but  the  accused  was  acquitted. 

The  editors  of  all  the  Odessa  papers  were  con- 
demned by  the  District  Court  to  a  day's  imprison- 
ment and  a  fine  of  5  roubles  each  for  publishing 
information  of  the  reception  accorded  by  the  Tsar  to 
the  Mayor  of  Odessa,  M.  Moiseyeff. 

The  Eupatorii  Novosti  was  fined  500  roubles  for 
printing  an  open  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
District  Zemstvo  Executive,  criticising  his  activity  as 
Rector  of  the  local  gymnasium. 

The  Criminal  Cassation  Department  of  the  Senate 
rejected  the  appeal  of  Lev  Helman-Zhdanoff,  editor 
of  the  review  Byloc-Gryddushchee,  against  the 
sentence  of  two  months'  imprisonment  in  a  fortress 
imposed  upon  him  in  respect  of  an  article  on 
Pobiedonostzeff. 

M.  Vogulkin,  the  editor  of  the  Ufalsky  Kray,  and 
Dr.  Novikoff,  the  author  of  an  article  entitled  "  For 
Whom  is  there  no  Law  ?"  were  sentenced  to  two 
months'  imprisonment  at  Ufa,  with  temporary  suspen- 
sion of  the  periodical. 

The  Governor  of  Kieff  has  imposed  a  fine  of  100 
roubles  on  the  editor  of  the  review  Sputnik  Chinoi- 
nikd  ("  The  Official's  Companion  ")  for  commenting 
on  the  disorders  in  the  Revenue  Department  under  its 
late  director,  M.  Lastochkin. 


In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  St. 
Petersburg,  the  authorities  at  Warsaw  have  refused 
registration  to  the  Aviation  Society  in  that  town. 

Major-General  Medviedcff  was  found  guilty  of 
acts  of  bribery  in  his  capacity  of  member  of  the 
Executive  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Town  Council,  and 
was  sentenced  to  a  fine  of  3,400  roubles  or  one 
year's  imprisonment. 

General  Akhvcrdoff,  who  was  charged  before  the 
St.  Petersburg  Military  District  Court  with  acts  of 
extortion  while  he  was  on  service  at  Harbin,  was 
sentenced  to  dismissal  from  the  service  and  a  line  of 
2,000  roubles  or  six  months'  imprisonment. 

The  trial  of  Livkin,  the  former  head  of  the  police 
of  Uralsk,  for  the  murder  of  two  Jews — Byelostosky 
and  Henjaminoff— who  had  addressed  a  complaint 
against  his  acts  of  extortion,  is  expected  to  take  place 
before  a  court-martial,  as  Livkin  was  in  active  service 
at  the  time  of  the  crime.  He  is  stated  to  have 
appealed  to  several  organisations  and  influential 
individuals  of  the  Right  in  case  of  need,  though  he 
is  confident  of  acquittal. 


Darkest  Russia 
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THE  POGROM  AS  A  FINE  ART. 

There  are  between  six  and  seven  million  Jews 
in  Russia,  and  their  treatment  constitutes  one  of 
the  blackest  blots  on  a  page  of  Russian  history 
that  in  other  ways  is  sufficiently  well  besmirched. 
Those  who  imagine  that,  because  nothing  is 
heard  to-day  of  the  terrible  pogroms  which  so 
moved  the  civilised  world  a  few  years  ago,  the 
position  of  the  Jews  has  improved  and  does 
not  call  for  redress  with  any  particular  insist- 
ence are  grievously  mistaken.  In  point  of  fact, 
the  Russian  Jews  are  much  worss  off  at  the 
present  time  than  ever  they  were.  There  are  no 
massacres,  it  is  true,  to  shock  the  conscience  of 
Europe  ;  the  Russian  Government  has  discovered 
that  pogroms  do  not  pay.  But  in  effect  the  Jews 
are  being  subjected  to  one  long  pogrom,  which 
grinds  down  their  lives  with  pitiless  monotony. 
The  bureaucracy  has  learnt  by  experience  exactly 
how  far  it  can  go  without  arousing  an  inconve- 
nient volume  of  protest;  it  has  reduced  its  pogrom 
policy  to  a  fine  art.  Life  is  becoming  absolutely 
intolerable  for  the  Jewish  inhabitants  of  the 
Empire.  Their  economic  position  is  terrible ; 
most  of  them  are  debarred  from  all  but  a  few 
unworthy  occupations  ;  politically  and  socially 
they  are  outcasts  and  pariahs.  One  of  the  results 
of  this  treatment  is  that  they  emigrate  in  vast 
numbers  every  year  to  more  humane  countries, 
-JUad—tbjlS  sw'iQ1  the  __ticbe_  Ilf  alifitl  i  m  rn  i  oration 
which  Great  Britain  and  other  countries  have 
found  so  inconvenient  and  undesirable.  It 
might  be  supposed  that  on  this  ground  of  policy, 
if  not  moved  by  principles  of  humanity,  our  own 
Government  and  that  of  other  lands  would  have 
taken  some  steps  to  persuade  Russia  to  alter  her 
attitude  towards  her  Jewish  subjects.  But  all 
representations  of  this  nature  meet  with  the  same 
stereotyped  answer  in  official  quarters,  and  it 
appears  a  hopeless  task  to  endeavour  to  get  any- 
thing done. 

'•Under  the  Duma  and  the  Be  nte." 
At  a  very  appropriate  moment  comes  an  illu- 
minating pamphlet  on  The  Persecution  of  the 
Jews  in  Russia.  It  is  ushered  in  by  a  preface 
from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Lucien  Wolf,  which  has  on 
previous  occasions  been  employed  so  resolutely 
in  the  same  cause,  Mr.  Wolf  points  out  to  his 
English  readers  (and  he  bespeaks  in  particular 
the  attention  of  the  present  visitors  to  Russia) 
that  "neither  Duma  nor  Entente  has  in  the  least 
degree  modified  the  harsh  incidence  of  the 
Russian  laws  "  in  regard  to  the  Jews  ;  and  he 
suggests  that  the  spuriousness  of  the  Duma  and  the 
illusions  created  in  England  by  the  Entente  have 
gone  to  aggravate  their  sufferings  during  the  last 
fejv  years.  And  no  one  who  reads  the  pamphlet 
itself  could  possibly  dispose  himself  to  think  other- 
wise.  Here  we  have  the  conditions  under  which 
the  Jews  are  living  to-day  set  out  in  language 
whose  very  sobriety  makes  the  facts  appear  only 
more  terrible.  First  of  all  there  is  the  Pale 
of  Settlement,  where  the  vast  majority  of  the 
Russian  Jews  are  confined,  and  where  all  but  a 
few  of  them  are  herded  in  the  cities  and  market- 
towns.  Sometimes  it  happens  that  by  an  arbi- 
trary administrative  order  merket-towns  are 
suddenly  transformed  into  villages,  and  then  out 
the  Jews  must  go.  Occasionally,  by  paying 
heavy  bribes  to  the  police,  they  are  allowed  to 
remain,  although  even  then  they  are  in  daily  fear 
of  expulsion.  Some  few  classes  of  Jews  are  per- 
mitted to  live  in  the  villages ;  but  if  such  a 
privileged  person  leaves  his  village  temporarily 
for  any  purpose,  even  that  of  serving  his  time  in 
the  Army,  he  loses  his  right  to  return.  At  any 
time  these  precarious  privileges  may  be  cancelled 
by  the  police  at  their  pleasure.  Wholesale 
expulsions  are  of  common  occurrence.    In  the 


cities  and  towns  most  of  the  Jt  vs  can  only  earn 
just  enough  to  prevent  them  from  starving  to 
death,  owing  to  their  cr<?.i.-..ii'  activity  being- 
limited  by  law  and  because  of  ,  a  ever-growing 
competition.  The  average  eari  igs  of  a  Jewish 
family  of  five  persons  amount  'o  twelve  roubles 
(24s.)  a  month.  The  oppression  on  the  part  of 
the  landowners,  who  can  raisf  rents  and  levy 
taxes  as  much  as  they  cbio-e,  tells  with 
especial  force  upon  the  Jew-:;  (who  cannot 
possess  their  own  plots  of  groun  ),  and  is  directly 
countenanced  by  the  authorities.  In  rural 
industries  all  channels  of  ac.'vity  are  closed 
to  them  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  1882.  They 
cannot  take  part  in  municipal  affairs,  or  be 
employed  in  any  capacity  by  tVf  nmnicipalities  ; 
and  in  practice  they  are  barred  rom  all  employ- 
ments over  which  the  munici  i  lities  have  any 
control. 

Outside  the  Pa;, 

The  few  privileged  classes  <(  Jews  who  are 
allowed  to  reside  outside  the  P&  e  are  pursued  in 
a  similarly  oppressive  and '  abitrary  fashion. 
Their  rights  have  no  guarantee  of  permanency, 
but  are  always  dependent  on  t'.e  caprice  of  the 
officials.  Sons  of  Jewish  merchants  who  set  up 
house  apart  from  their  pa 1  ts  are  liable  to 
expulsion.  Jewish  merchai  i  of  the  First 
Guild,  who  have  to  pay  a  ,  -Venal  tax  of  800 
roubles  (about  £80)  a  year,  ia'w  not  acquire  real 
estate  outside  the  towns.     \V.!.  ••  departments  of 

Post  Office,  municipal  and  provincial  employ- 
ments, municipal  hospitals,  and  so  forth,  are 
entirely  closed  to  Jews  Admission  to  the  Cor- 
poration of  Barristers  is  now  absolutely  impos- 
sible for  them.  They  are  forbidden  to  hold 
positions  as  schoolmasters  or  teachers. 

~No  Jew  is  now  admitted  into  Siberia,  and 
large  numbers  of  those  already  domiciled  there 
have  been  expelled.  In  1909  about  one  thousand 
two  hundred  families,  whose  right  of  domicile 
was  legally  established,  were  compelled  to  leave 
Kieff.  Jews  are  forbidden  to  visit  many  of  the 
watering-places.  One  of  the  chief  hardships  is 
that  any  interpretation  of  the  law  regarding  the 
Jews,  however  preposterous,  is  at  once  made  re- 
trospective and  universal,  so  that  hundreds  of 
persons  are  affected  by  a  single  case. 

Educational  Restrictions. 

With  regard  to  education,  in  scholastic  esta- 
blishments within  the  Pale  the  proportion  of 
Jewish  pupils  is  limited  to  15  per  cent,  in  the 
secondary  and  10  per  cent,  in  the  primary 
schools  ;  while  outside  the  Pale  the  limit  varies 
from  3  to  5  per  cent.  As  recently  as  last  March 
the  Council  of  Ministers  passed  a  resolution, 
quite  illegally,  to  restrict  in  a  similar  proportion 
the  right  of  Jews  to  undergo  examinations  in 
their  capacity  of  day-scholars. 

Such,  in  brief,  is  the  position  of  the  Jews  in 
Russia  to-day.  Six  millions  of  human  beings 
are  living  under  a  system  that  is  aptly  described 
as  one  of  "  legalised  torture."  And,  unless  the 
voice  of  civilisation  outside  Russia  makes  itself 
heard,  it  seems  certain  that  they  will  so  con- 
tinue to  live  for  the  rest  of  their  pitiable  exist- 
ence. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  learn  how  much  of  this 
phase  of  Russian  life  the  British  visitors  will  be 
allowed  to  see. 


RUSSIA   AND   THE  EX-SHAH. 


"  England  made  a  costly  mistake  in  not  holding 
Russia  strictly  to  the  terms  of  the  Anglo- Russian 
Agreement,  which  would  ther  have  checked  Russia's 
action,  and  might  have  prevented  the  serious  trouble 
which  is  probable  in  the  f.iture.  Far  from  being 
upon  a  more  solid  basis  of  friendship,  Britain  and 
Russia  are  now  face  to  face  on  opposite  sides  of  a 
disorganised  territory.'' — Mi.  Shuster,  in  the  New 
York  World, 


Suspected  Intrigues  for  his  Restoration. 


A  Teheran  correspondent  writes  : — 

There  is  a  very  general  conviction  among 
Europeans  in  Persia  that  Russia,  even  if  she  does 
not  openly  help  Muhammad  AH,  at  least  looks  upon 
him  with  a  very  benevolent  eye.  Two  letters  which 
have  been  addressed  to  a  member  of  the  Mejliss  are 
of  considerable  interest,  and  throw  light  upon  the 
agisscments  of  Russian  Persophobes. 

The  two  correspondents  live  in  different  places, 
and  are,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  unacquainted  with 
one  another.  For  obvious  reasons  I  suppress  their 
names  : — 

"  Oizilabad  (Kisil  Arvat), 
"  December,  191 1. 

"  Yesterday  fifty  saddles  and  bridles,  of  the  kind 
used  by  Cossacks,  were  sent  to  Astrabad.  Many 
well-known  people  keep  coming  and  going  ;  among 
these,  a  Russian,  Serbrekoff  (?),  who  was  a  gendarme, 
and  is  a  friend  of  Muhammad  Ali's.  There  are  now 
in  Krasnovodsk  about  two  hundred  people  of  the 
Chachin  [tribe],  with  their  chiefs,  bound  for  Astrabad. 
With  them  is  one  Boroff,  formerly  doctor  of  Kras- 
novodsk  and  Kisil  Arvat.  In  addition  to  these  are 
several  Caucasians  and  Oarabaghis,  and  also  three 
notorious  Persian  reactionaries,  of  whom  one  comes 
from  Odessa,  and  has  a  passport  in  the  name  of 
Muhammad  Husayn. 

"The  latter,  when  asked  who  he  is,  replies,  'A 
Tabrizi  :'  but  he  speak-  only  French  and  Russian. 

"These  people  wish  to  bring  about  Muhammad 
Ali's  restoration.  They  have  declared  that  if  they 
meet  with  opposition  on  the  way  to  Teheran  they 
will  say  that  they  are  Russian  Cossacks,  and 
thereby  prevent  anybody  from  interfering  with  them. 
Should  they,  however,  be  forced  to  fight,  and  ge 
worsted,  the  Russian  Government  will  merely  dis- 
own them.  If  they  get  the  upper  hand,  they  will 
march  into  Teheran  with  Muhammad  Ali,  and  take 
bast  in  the  Russian  Legation  or  elsewhere." 

"Tazahshahr  (Krasnovodsk), 
"  December,  191 1. 

"You  do  not  attach  enough  importance  to  the 
intrigues  going  on  here  in  favour  of  Muhammad  Ali. 
I  told  you  in  a  previous  letter  that  Lais-us-Sultan, 
with  a  Qarabaghi,  came  here,  and  that  the  two  are 
proceeding  to  join  Muhammad  Ali ;  with  them  was 
a  French  lady  called  Grafina  (Countess)  ;  she  was 
with  Salar-ud-Dauleh.  They  have  all  been  to  see 
Muhammad  Ali,  and  last  Wednesday  the  Qarabaghi, 
with  the  Countess  and  her  interpreter,  returned  to 
Krasnovodsk,  and  from  there  went  to  Baku.  A  young 
man  of  the  name  of  Muhammad  Husayn,  who  has 
been  hidden  here  during  the  last  few  days,  left 
yesterday  to  visit  Muhammad  Ali.  Before  his 
departure  he  had  several  secret  meetings  with  a 
certain  Serberyagoff  [Serbrekoff  ?  ]. 

"  About  fifty  sets  of  saddlery  have  been  sent  to 
Astrabad.  A  number  of  people  [the  names  of  their 
tribes  are  given]  wish  to  take  Muhammad  Ali  to 
Teheran.  Since  many  of  these  look  like  Russians,  I 
am  certain  that  the  Persians  will  not  interfere  with 
them." 

The  Countess  above  referred  to  is  evidently  the 
Comtesse  de  Clermont-Tonnerre. 


A  telegram  to  the  Ncvoe  Vremya  from  its  Teheran 
correspondent  states  that  the  arrival  of  the  Russian 
detachment  at  Meshed  is  considered  to  constitute  an 
occupation  of  Northern  Persia  and  to  prepare  the 
way  for  the  restoration  of  the  ex-Shah  to  the  throne. 

According  to  a  telegram  from  Julfa  to  the  same 
paper,  all  is  quiet  at  Tabriz,  where  the  bazaars  are 
open,  but  the  executions  continue. 


The  guardians  of  the  Commercial  School  at  Irkutsk 
have  passed  a  resolution  declaring  the  introduction 
of  a  10  per  cent,  limit  for  Jewish  pupils  to  have  been 
effected  in  contravention  of  the  terms  of  the  Imperial 
order.  The  Committee  of  the  Irkutsk  Exchange  has 
endorsed  this  resolution  and  reported  it  to  the 
Council  of  Ministers.  \  
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


A    PRESS    IN  FETTERS. 

How  the  Guarantee  of  Liberty  has  been 
Withdrawn. 

PAINS   AND  PENALTIES. 

The  article  headed  "  The  Press  and  the  (Govern- 
ment "  in  the  recent  Russian  Supplement  of  the 
Times  presents  a  partial  picture  that  is  calculated 
to  prove  utterly  misleading  to  those  readers  who  are 
unacquainted  with  the  Russian  Press.  We  are  told 
that  the  "stumbling-blocks"  were  removed  from  the 
path  of  newspapers  and  magazines  by  the  Manifesto 
of  October  30th,  1905 ;  that  the  sudden  release 
from  constraint  led  to  some  regrettable  excesses, 
which  subsequently  called  forth  corrective  measures  ; 
but  that,  on  the  return  of  the  country  to  normal  con- 
ditions, the  Press  gradually  found  its  new  level,  so 
that  "a  healthier  tone  has  supervened  within  the  last 
year  or  two." 

From  these  statements  the  reader  is  left  to  draw 
the  conclusion  that  in  Russia  all  is  now  for  the  best 
in  the  best  of  all  possible  Press  worlds — a  world  in 
which  editors  have  learned  wisdom  and  censors  have 
ceased  from  troubling.  Unfortunately,  this  idyllic 
picture  is  somewhat  marred  by  a  perusal  of  the 
Russian  Liberal  Press,  in  which  one  finds  every  day 
intimations  of  issues  confiscated,  fines  imposed,  or 
editors  arrested  and  imprisoned.  If  a  state  of  affairs 
in  which  "circulars"  and  arbitrary  measures  of  dis- 
cretion have  usurped  the  place  of  the  law  may  be 
considered  normal,  with  precisely  the  same  degree 
of  truth  the  corresponding  condition  of  the  Press 
mav  be  described  as  "  healthy." 

But  whether  we  affect  to  call  such  conditions 
healthy  and  normal,  or  the  reverse,  it  is  quite  certain 
that  the  tribulations  of  editors  and  publishers  are  not 
a  thing  of  the  past,  and  that  the  existence  of  periodi- 
cals which  the  authorities  find  inconvenient  is,  if  ary- 
thing,  more  precarious  than  it  was  before  the  October 
Manifesto. 

A  Few  Statistics. 

Taking  the  period  specified  by  the  writer  of  the  Times 
article,  and  paying  a  somewhat  stricter  attention  to 
details  than  that  gentleman  has  allowed  himself,  we 
find  that  within  eleven  months  of  1910  more  than  200 
fines,  amounting  to  52.350  roubles,  were  imposed  by 
mere  administrative  order,  without  any  form  of  trial. 
Over  6,000  roubles  had  to  be  paid  by  sonr;  twenty 
newspapers  between  them  for  articles  written  by  or 
about  the  late  Count  Tolstoy.  It  should  be  mentioned 
that  in  nearly  seventy  Governments  and  Prefectures 
the  Administration  enjoys  exceptional  powers  which 
render  the  "liberty  of  the  Press"  proclaimed  by  the 
October  Manifesto  a  dead  letter. 

A  few  instances  will  suffice  to  prove  the  utter 
hollowness  of  this  guarantee  of  liberty  during  the 
period  reviewed  in  the  Times  article.  That  the  same 
svstem  of  repression  is  still  being  carried  on  wit'i 
unabated  vigour  is  evident  from  the  select  list  of 
current  pains  and  penalties  we  publish  every  week. 

On  August  21st,  1910,  all  the  Warsaw  editors  were 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  official  Press  Com- 
mittee, and  received  the  notification  that  all  reports 
of  arrests  were  forbidden.  The  Governor  of  Nizhni 
was  in  the  habit  of  ordering  the  local  editors  about 
as  if  they  were  his  subordinates.  At  Chelabinsk  the 
captain  of  police  regarded  it  as  coming  within  the 
scope  of  his  officia'  duties  to  address  an  admonition 
to  the  editor  of  the  Golos  Priuralia  on  the  progres- 
sive tendency  of  his  paper.  Even  in  the  Russian 
capital  every  newspaper  was  forbidden  bv  the  police 
to  mention  the  disorders  that  occurred  at  the  St. 
Petersburg  University  and  other  educational  esta- 
blishments on  December  14th,  1910. 

The  Only  Safe  Way. 

In  view  of  episodes  of  this  nature,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that,  in  spite  of  the  abolition  of  the  prelimi- 
nary censorship  in  1905,  several  editors  have  found 
it  safer  to  submit  the  whole  contents  of  their  issues 
to  the  authorities  before  venturing  to  print  them. 

When  publishing  any  contradiction  of  facts  from 
the  authorities  or  private  individuals  editors  are  for- 
bidden to  make  any  reply,  comment,  or  explanation 
in  the  same  number. 

One  paper  was  penalised  for  reporting  the  com- 
pul  '<ry  levy  of  subscriptions  from  the  employees  of 
the  Imperial  Hank  for  a  scholarship  which  was  to 
bear  the  name  of  M.Timasheff,  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Industry.  Another  received  punishment  for 
reporting  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Duma  by  M. 
Maklakoff.  A  third  wa  similarly  treated  for  pub- 
li-hing  an  extract  from  an  article  by  Sir  F.  Young- 
husband  on  the  Anglo-Russian  Entente. 

In  the  autumn  of  IOIO,  for  the  first  time  since  the 
Liberation  period,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
Ordered  the  total  prohibition  of  two  foreign  news- 
papers, the  Berliner  Taeeblait  and  the  Frankfurter 
Ztitung,  from  entry  into  Russia  ;  thc:r  delivery  was 
forbidden  not  only  to  private  subscribers,  but  even 
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to  the  University  ibrai  ies,  in  spite  of  the  latter's 
privilege  to  receiv  all  publications,  including  those 
vetoed  by  the  cen -rship 

With  regard  to  the    .ublication  of  books,  two 

instances  of  the  <pores-iye  system  in  vogue  will 
suffice.  For  issuiu  •»  second  edition  of  Fascicule 
II.  of  his  "  Collection  of  Programmes  of  the  Political 
Parties,"  publishedin  1906,  M.  Vodovozoff  was  sen- 
tenced to  a  year's  mprisonment  in  a  fortress,  while 
M.  Elpatevsky  wa;  imilarly  visited  for  a  pamphlet 
entitled  "  Land  anl  Liberty,"  also  published  in  1906, 
in  spite  of  the  fac  thai  its  sale  had  gone  on  for  two 
years  without  intererence. 

Sediious  Sweetmeats. 
By  way  of  come  relief  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
in  1910  an  official  nquiry  was  made  into  the  publi- 
cation, which  hadbecurred  four  years  previously,  of 
nothing  lesu  fornVjable  than  a  caramel  wrapper, 
bearing  the  sedi|o<>  ;..>cnption  "The  People's 
Caramel  :  Reforn  Factory,"  and  adorned  with  a 
portrait  of  Herzerttein  and  the  legend  "  Land  and 
Liberty." 


UND1R   THE  HEEL. 


The  Official  Campaign  against  Freedom 
of  Thtught  and  Speech. 


The  Governor  d  Perm  has  refused  an  application 
made  by  Dr.  Spasky  for  permission  to  publish  a 
new  paper. 

The  publication!^  the  newspaper  Przctom,  whose 
last  number  was  confiscated,  has  ceased. 

By  order  of  th;  Governor  of  Poltava,  the  local 
gazette  (Poltava  tyedomosti)  has  stopped  publishing 
its  unofficial  suppfement,  in  exchange  for  which  the 
subscribers  are  offered  the  Poltava  Vyestnik,  an  organ 
of  the  reactionary  Jnion  of  the  Russian  people. 

The  Kieff  Post  las  been  fined  400  roubles  for  an 
article  dealing  wit!  the  new  Zemstvo. 

Without  giving  h-my  explanation,  the  nolice  at 
Homel  confiscatec  the  New  Year's  number  of  the 
local  paper,  Otkliki,- 

The  Kieff  My si  1  .s  been  fined  300  roubles  for  an 
article  dealing  wifr  the  Odessa  University,  quoting 
facts  which  had  bejn published  in  the  Odessa  papers. 


THE  FAMINE. 


More  Official  Hindrance  of  Relief. 


At  Astrakhan  the  local  workers  have  requested 
their  representative  in  the  Duma  to  petition  the 
Governor  that  the  police  be  prevented  from  appro- 
priating famine  funds  and  collection-books,  and 
stopping  the  distribution  of  food  in  the  villages. 

In  the  Nicolayerf  district  of  Samara  M.  Ovchinin- 
koff,  a  priest,  complains  bitterly  of  the  closing  of 
soup-kitchens  by  'the  authorities.  A  similar  protest 
has  been  raised  in  the  Buzuluk  district  of  the  same 
government. 

The  Golos  Byclostoka  has  been  forbidden  to  open 
a  subscription-list  for  the  relief  of  the  famine 
sufferer;. 

The  Governor  of  Wilna  has  compelled  all  the 
editors  of  the  local  papers  to  sign  a  declaration  to  the 
effect  that  all  the  monies  collected  for  famine  relief 
shall  be  sent  exclusively  to  the  official  Red  Cross 
Society,  and  shall  not  in  any  circumstances  be 
remitted  by  the  Zemstvos  to  private  institutions. 

The  peasants  of  Kossolapovo,  a  village  in  the 
district  of  Chelabinsk,  have  passed  a  resolution  to 
petition  for  the  establishment  of  a  Government 
school  in  place  of  the  parish  Church  school.  The 
latter,  they  say,  Imparts  but  little  knowledge,  and 
affords  no  preparation  for  the  struggle  for  existence, 
which  is  becoming  harder  than  ever.  They  consider 
their  ignorance  to  be  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the 
frequent  shortages  and  famines. 

In  one  of  the  Saratov  villages  half  the  population 
is  suffering  from  gastric  typhus  as  the  result  of 
starvation. 

In  the  district  of  Serdobsk,  in  the  government  of 
Saratov,  95  per  cent,  of  the  schoolchildren  arc- 
starving. 

The  District  Captain  of  Tsarev  refused  to  allow  the 
Red  Cross  Society  to  distribute  food  to  the  local 
exiles,  who  have  lent  a  petition  to  the  Governor  ol 
Astrakhan. 

In  the  village  of  Molchanovskoyc  the  authorities 
have  forbidden  the  driwing  up  of  lists  of  starving 
persons.   \  __ 

It  is  rumoured  at  Warsaw  that  Poles  arc  to  be 
prohibited  from  acquiring  estates  in  the  Western 
Provinces,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Poland. 

I  \ 


THE    LOPUKHIN  CASE. 


Russian    Newspapers    Clamour  for 
Revision. 

STORY    OF     AZEF'S  EXPOSURE. 

It  seems  that  a  revision  of  an  iniquitous  trial  which 
took  place  nearly  three  years  ago  is  at  last  in  sight. 

On  February  1st,  1909,  the  world  was  startled  by 
the  arrest  of  M.  Lopukhin,  who  had  been  Director  of 
the  Police  Department  under  de  Plehve,  but  who 
began  to  display  Liberal  tendencies  at  the  time  of 
the  general  awakening  in  Russia.  Even  before  his 
arrest  he  had  already  become  the  object  of  secret  per- 
secution on  the  part  of  his  former  service  colleagues. 
The  mysterious  disappearance  or  kidnapping  of  his 
daughter  in  London  in  October,  1907,  was  believed 
to  be  a  ruse  on  the  part  of  the  Russian  police  with 
the  object  of  discrediting  his  family.  Apart  from  his 
Liberal  views,  the  great  grudge  of  the  Russian 
police  against  him  was  his  discovery  of  an  office  for 
printing  pogrom  proclamations  on  the  premises  of 
the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  the  existence  of  which 
he  reported  to  Count  Witte.  The  latter  thus  learned 
that,  while  he  was  continually  telegraphing  to  all  the 
Provincial  Governors  to  stop  or  prevent  the  pogroms, 
proclamations  inciting  to  them  were  being  issued 
and  circulated  from  the  seat  of  the  central  Govern- 
ment, and  acted  upon  by  the  local  officials  all  over 
the  country.  The  anger  of  the  pogrom-makers 
against  Lopukhin  knew  no  bounds  when  the  exist- 
ence of  this  printing-office  was  publiclv  revealed  by 
Prince  Urussoff,  Lopukhin's  brother-in-law,  in  the 
first  Duma. 

The  political  police  became  still  more  incensed 
against  their  former  chief  when  he  deprecated  the 
retention  of  Azef  in  the  service  after  it  had  been 
conclusively  proved  that  the  latter  was  an  ascnt 
provocateur  who  had  been  concerned  in  plot? 
for  the  assassination  of  dozens  of  highly-placed 
officials,  besides  innumerable  dupes  among  the  revo- 
lutionists. A  letter  from  M.  Lopukhin  to  the  late 
M.  Stolypin  appealing  for  protection  against  General 
Gerasimoff  and  his  tool  Azef  found  its  way  into  the 
Press.  On  the  exposure  of  their  nefarious  derds, 
effected  by  the  Russian  refugee  Vladimir  Bourizeff, 
who  had  given  M.  Lopukhin  proof  of  all  the  crimes 
of  his  former  agent,  the  police  resolved  to  avenge 
the  loss  of  their  favourite  Azef  on  Lopukhin  1- 
Bourtzeff  himself  was  beyond  their  reach.  He  was 
arrested,  taken  to  the  Krestzy  prison,  and  tried  on 
Mav  nth,  1909. 

The  trial  lasted  three  days,  and  was  conducted  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  fashionable  crowd  of  people 
who  were  privileged  to  be  present  could  not  refrain 
from  expressing  their  indignation  against  the  Judges. 
The  ostensible  charge,  based  on  Art.  102  of  the 
Criminal  Code,  was  one  of  having  joined  a  revolu- 
tionary association.  Even  such  a  loyal  witness 
as  Prince  Sviatopolk-Mirski,  who  succeeded  de 
Plehve,  described  the  charge  as  absurd.  M.  Lopuk- 
hin's accusers,  General  Gerasimoff  and  M.  Rach- 
kovsky,  did  not  put  in  an  appearance,  under  the 
pretext  of  leave  of  absence  abroad  for  the  benefit  of 
their  health.  The  prisoner  was  not  allowed  to  refer 
to  the  twenty-eight  plots  which  had  proved  success- 
ful in  spite  of  the  information  given  by  Azef  about 
them.  Nor  was  his  counsel  allowed  to  deal  with  the 
documents  that  had  been  found  at  his  residence  and 
produced  in  court.  When  the  accused  was  ulti- 
mately allowed  to  speak,  he  remarked  : — 

"  It  has  been  said  that  I  was  in  co-operation  with 
the  revolutionaries.  This  is  a  lie.  It  was  my  dutv 
to  rescue  the  victims  of  terrorist  plots,  and  to  save 
hundreds  from  the  gallows.  Even  the  Tsar's  life 
was  in  danger,  and  his  Majesty  would  eventually  have 
fallen  a  victim  at  Azof's  hands.  Azef  was  an  agoit 
provocateur.  I  could  not  be  silent.  You  may  judge 
and  convict  me,  but  you  know  that  I  have  acted  in 
the  interests  of  humanity." 

The  accused  was  sentenced  to  five  years'  penal 
servitude  and  perpetual  exile  in  Siberia,  besides  Depri- 
vation of  his  rank  of  nobility  and  civil  rights.  The 
Senate  overlooked  the  irregularities  of  the  trial, 
although  it  somewhat  mitigated  the  severity  of  the 
sentence. 

The  Russian  papers  arc  now  urging  a  fresh  trial 
for  M.  Lopukhin,  whose  innocence  is  generally 
admitted.  The  Retell  considers  it  probable  that  there 
will  be  no  judicial  revision,  but  that  the  victim  will 
merely  receive  a  free  pardon,  since  it  was  not  a  case 
of  miscarriage  of  justice,  but  an  intentional  act  of  vin- 
dictiveness.  The  irregularities  of  the  procedure,  it 
points  out,  were  known  at  the  time  and  condoned  by 
the  Senate,  which  made  itself  the  tool  for  carrying 
out  an  act  of  political  revenge. 


The  inhabitants  of  Odessa  are  entering  on  the  New 
Year  with  hope,  regarding  the  removal  of  General 
Tohnatchell,  whose  prefecture  was  marked  by  con- 
tinual acts  of  misgovernment  and  oppression,  as  a 
blessing  to  the  district. 


January  24,  1912. 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 
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Darkest  Russia. 

(New  Series) 
PUBLISHED    EVERY  WEDNESDAY. 


The  Editorial  and  Publishing  Offices  are  situated 
at  S6,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  W.C.,  to  which  all 
communications  should  be  addressed. 

Telegraphic  Address:  "Neicol,  Londox." 

Telephone  :   370  Holborn. 

Annual  Subscription,  Home  and  Abroad  (post- 
free1,  4s.  4d.  

-'To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great 
sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition."— Crom- 
well on  the  Persecution  of  the  Vaudois. 


NOTES. 


Strange  Arguments. 

It  is  not  very  surprising  to  find  that  the  public 
meeting  of  protest  so  successfully  organised  by 
the  Persia  Committee  last  week  has  evoked 
criticism  in  certain  quarters.  There  appears  to 
he  a  school  of  politicians  and  political  writers  in 
this  country  by  whom  any  expression  of  censure 
against  the  Russian  Government's  methods  is 
regarded  as  something  approaching  high  treason. 
It  is  diffijult  to  understand  the  attitude  of  these 
individuals,  or  the  strange  arguments  by  which 
they  support  it.  As  long  as  they  can  they  shut 
their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  Russian  action  in 
Persia  is  prejudicial  both  to  Persian  and  British 
interests  ;  but  when  the  force  of  facts  proves  too 
much  for  them  they  turn  round  petulantly  and 
ask :  "  What  would  you  have  us  do  ?  How  are 
we  to  coerce  Russia  ?  Are  we  to  go  to  war  for 
the  sake  of  Persian  independence  ?  "  This  is  a 
method  of  controversy  greatly  favoured  by  those 
who  find  themselves  in  the  last  argumentative 
ditch,  and  in  the  present  instance  it  is  more 
than  ordinarily  ineffective.  The  sequence  of 
reasoning  appears  to  be  this  :  We  cannot  (except 
by  going  to  war)  prevent  Russia  from  doing  as 
she  likes  in  Persia ;  therefore  it  is  useless  to 
oppose  her.  But  there  is  all  the  difference 
in  the  world  between  not  opposing  Russia's 
actions  and  conniving  at  them,  and  it  is  the  latter 
charge  that,  to  the  dismay  of  all  who  value  the 
traditions  of  British  foreign  policy,  has  to  be 
levelled  with  particular  force  against  Sir  Edward 
Grey. 


Sharing  the  Responsibility. 

It  can  scarcehy  be  denied  that  in  this  very 
discreditable  Persian  business  we  are  plainly 
mixed  up  with  Russia,  and  that  we  share  our 
partner's  responsibility.  The  root  principle  of 
the  Anglo-Russian  Agreement  was  that  the 
independence  and  integrity  of  Persia  were  to  be 
r  espected,  and  if  that  principle  is  violated  odium 
attaches  equally  to  the  active  and  to  the  acqui- 
escent parties.  In  Persia  itself  the^e  is  not  much 
ambiguity  on  this  score,  for  the  anti-British  feel- 
ing that  has  been  aroused  is  hardly  less  emphatic 
than  the  general  hostility  to  Russia,  and  is  seri- 
ously prejudicing  British  trade  interests.  So  let 
there  be  no  more  talk  of  our  "  not  opposing  "  the 
Russian  occupation  and  the  outrageous  acts  by 
which  it  has  been  accompanied,  and  let  those 
who  uphold  Sir  Edward  Grey's  policy  at  least 
have  the  courage  to  admit  what  it  really  means. 
At  the  same  time  let  there  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
character  of  the  Russian  move.  We  are  told  by 
her  champions  that  Russia  "  will  maintain  order 
in  a  country  where  there  is  not  local  power  of 
maintaining  order."  But  it  is  precisely  because 
of  Russian  intrigues,  accompanied  by  all  the 
well-known  devices  of  past-masters  in  the  art  of 
provocation,  that  the  maintenance  of  order  has 
been  rendered  impossible.  It  is  common  know- 
ledge that  the  activities  of  the  ex-Shah,  who  for 
some  time  past  has  stirred  up  incessant  trouble 
throughout  the  country,  have  been  directly  insti- 


gated and  assisted  by  the  Tsar's  officials.  A 
despatch  from  a  Teheran  correspondent  which 
we  publish  in  our  present  issue  throws  a  very 
significant  light  cn  this  matter. 

Ways  and  Means. 

When  it  comes  to  asking  how  we  can  "  coerce  " 
Russia  into  complying  with  the  ideas  prevalent 
in  this  country,  and  whether  it  is  suggested  that 
we  should  go  to  war  for  that  purpose,  it  may 
pertinently  be  asked  in  reply  whether  Russia 
is  likely  to  risk  the  consequences  of  refusing  our 
demands  were  they  made  with  the  necessary 
degree  of  firmness.  Does'  Russia,  any  more  than 
England,  want  to  go  to  v/ar  over  Persia  ?  But, 
of  course,  all  this  talk  of  war  is  absurd.  Russia 
has  every  bit  as  much  interest  in  preserving  the 
entente  as  we  have  ;  financially  and  otherwise  she 
has  found  it  of  very  material  service,  and  it  has 
been  made  perfectly  clear  that  she  looks  forward 
to  reaping  a  still  greater  harvest  from  its  future 
'operation.  We  have  other  means  at  our  disposal 
for  "  putting  on  the  screw,"  without  the  threat 
of  war.  And  it  is  not  a  little  galling  to  remember 
that  before  the  entente  came  into  existence  England 
was  able  to  make  her  voice  heard  with  some 
effect  in  St.  Petersburg,  where  the  loss  of  the 
good  opinion  of  this  country  used  to  be  a  matter 
for  the  most  lively  apprehension.  The  fact  is 
that  under  its  present  regime  the  Foreign  Office, 
haunted  by  the  German  bogey,  has  made  too 
much  of  Russia,  and  has  led  her  to  believe  that 
she  can  misconduct  herself,  whether  at  home  or 
abroad,  with  a  complete  immunity  from  censure 
or  interference.  It  is  high  time  she  learnt  a 
lesson,  and  a  British  Liberal  Government  should 
be  the  last  to  delay  so  strangely  the  necessary 
process  of  instruction. 

The  Reward  of  Duty. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  several  of  the  Russian 
newspapers  are.  urging  the  reopening  of  the 
Lopukhiii  cast-,  i;,  bric-f-vj'. story  of  which  wc  give 
elsewhere.  The  ways  of  Russian  justice  are  as 
tortuous  as  those  of  the  Russian  police  system, 
and  therefore  little  surprise  can  be  felt  at  the 
prosecution  and  condemnation  of  a  brave  man 
who  exposed  one  of  the  most  unscrupulous  and 
treacherous  of  the  agents  provocateurs  in  the 
employ  of  the  Okhrana.  Whenever  the  subject 
of  provocation  was  raised  in  the  Duma  during 
the  late  Premier's  lifetime,  M.  Stolypin  invari- 
ably defended  the  notorious  Azef  as  a  useful 
agent  who  had  always  served  the  Government 
well,  although  he  betrayed  the  revolutionaries. 
The  real  character  of  Azef  has  long  ceased  to  be 
a  secret  to  any  one,  but  the  recent  confessions  of 
Savinkoff,  a  fellow-conspirator,  have  made  it 
impossible  for  the  warmest  supporter  of  the 
Administration  to  deny  Azef's  complicity  in  the  ! 
assassinations  of  the  Grand  Duke  Sergius,  de 
Plehve,  General  von  der  Launitz,  General 
Bogdanovitch,  and  many  others  in  high  places. 
In  such  circumstances  it  is  becoming  more  and 
more  patently  indefensible  to  keep  M.  Lopukhin 
in  penal  servitude  for  having  contributed  to  the 
exposure  of  this  arch-criminal,  who  was  sys- 
tematically and  impartially  betraying  both 
officials  and  revolutionaries.  M.  Kokovtzoff  is, 
fortunately,  in  a  better  position  for  allowing  a 
revision  of  the  trial  than  was  his  predecessor, 
since  he  has  never  committed  himself  to  a 
declaration  of  faith  in  Azef's  loyalty  to  the 
Administration. 

"Explanations"   from  Pskov. 

It  was  only  to  be  expected  that  there  wouh! 
be  an  official  denial  of  the  charges  made  against 
the  prison  officials  at  Pskov,  the  grim  details  of 
which  we  gave  a  fortnight  ago.  But  the  state- 
I  ment  issued  by  the  Prisons  Board  through  tin 
Official  Information  Bureau,  which  we  briefly 
summarised  in  our  last  issue,  has  not  succeeded 
in  stemming  the  tide  of  indignation  in  quarters 
where  the  elementary  instincts  of  humanity  arc 
still  preserved.  This  is  hardly  surprising  in 
view  of  the  contradictor,'  nature  of  the  "  expla- 
nations "  offered  by  the  authorities.  We  are 
assured,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  conditions  at 
the   Pskov    prison   wen;    entirely  satisfactory  ; 


that  the  visiting  commissioners  always  found 
the  establishment  to  be  in  perfect  order,  and  no 
complaints  were  ever  made  by  them  ;  and  that 
discipline  was  strictly  maintained,  without  any 
special  effort,  up  to  last  November.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  are  told  that  this  model  state  of 
affairs  did  not  prevent  the  prisoners  from 
hatching  conspiracies,  engaging  in  correspond- 
ence with  people  outside  (from  whom  they  even 
obtained  censored  literature),  forging  printed 
orders  and  the  signature  of  the  Public  Prose- 
cutor, possessing  files  with  which  they  cut  their 
chains,  and  even  conducting  an  "  inquiry "  of 
their  own  within  the  prison  walls !  Nor  is  it 
denied  that  corporal  punishment  was  repeatedly 
inflicted  wholesale,  in  spite  of  the  exemplary 
regime  which  is  said  to  have  existed.  Further, 
it  is  admitted  that  the  prisoners  were  goaded 
into  a  hunger-strike,  which  lasted  four  days,  and 
that  one  of  them  committed  suicide  ;  although 
the  last-mentioned  act  is  officially  attributed  to  a 
"  tormented  conscience."  The  authorities  will 
have  to  do  better  than  this  if  they  expect  the 
whitewash  to  stick. 

Mr.  Stead's  Outburst. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Stead,  who  writes  in  the  Review  of 
Reviews  this  month  on  "  The  Jew  as  the  Enemy 
of  Peace,"  makes  the  interesting  declai'ation  : 
"  No  one  has  ever  accused  me  of  anti-Semitism," 
and  then  proceeds,  characteristically  enough,  to 
suggest  that  in  claiming  human  treatment  for 
their  oppressed  brethren  in  Russia  the  Jews  of 
England  and  of  America  are  seeking  to  sacrifice 
the  interests  of  their  own  countries  in  ordpr  to 
serve  those  of  their  foreign  co-religionists. 
English  Jews,  too,  are  accused  of  using  the 
Persian  "pretext  "  to  embroil  this  country  in  war 
with  Russia.  We  were  not  aware  that  the  agita- 
tion on  behalf  of  Persia  was  of  Jewish  origin  or 
even  of  Jewish  complexion ;  certainly  there  was 
remarkably  little  trace  of  this  at  the  recent  pro- 
test meeting.  That  part  of  Mr.  Stead's  indict- 
ment, however,  does  not  concern  us  much. 
What  we  do  protest  against  most  strongly  is 
that  a  campaign  based  upon  the  most  elementary 
principles  of  humanity  should  be  held  up  to 
censure,  and  its  motives  slandered,  in  this  unpar- 
donable fashion.  In  saying  that  the  Jews  of 
England  and  America  who  are  fighting  the  cause 
of  their  brethren  "  have  fish  of  their  own  to  fry," 
what  does  Mr.  Stead  suggest  ?  And  what  does 
he  imagine  to  be  the  motives  of  that  large  body 
of  people  in  both  countries  who  are  not  Jews, 
but  who  are  taking  an  active  part  in  this  honour- 
able campaign  ?  And,  even  accepting  the  most 
exaggerated  view  of  the  value  to  us  of  the  Anglo- 
Hussian  understanding,  are  we  to  subscribe  to  the 
opinion  that  we  are  to  regard  complacently, 
without  even  the  raising  of  an  eyebrow,  the  per- 
petration of  all  manner  of  atrocities  by  our 
partner,  whom  we,  of  all  countries,  should  be  in 
the  best  position  to  influence  ? 
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ANGLO  RUSSIAN  COMPANIES. 


Fate  of  Old-Established  Concerns. 


WARNING  TO  INVESTORS. 


[From  a  City  CORRESPONDENT.] 

In  the  Russian  Journal  of  Financial  Statistics  for 
1901  appears  a  list  of  all  the  Anglo-Russian  joint-stock 
corporations  engaged  in  exploiting  Russian  ventures 
and  authorised  by  the  Russian  Government  to  carry 
on  their  business  in  the  Empire.  These  companies 
cover  a  variety  of  interests,  from  heavy  investments 
in  petroleum  wells  and  textile  factories  to  gold- 
mining,  exploration,  and  rope-making.  In  all,  the 
companies  number  only  fifty-five,  and  in  order  to 
swell  the  figure  certain  companies  are  included 
which  are  only  remotely  connected  with  Russia,  if 
involved  at  all.  For  instance,  the  Neuelntel 
Asphalte  Company  can  hardly  be  termed  an  Anglo- 
Russian  venture  ;  nor  can  the  New  Emeralds  Com- 
pany, for  this  concern  is  engaged  in  mining  for  gems 
in  South  America  only.  Thus  fifty-three  remain  to 
serve  as  a  basis  for  reference  with  regard  to  any 
inquiry  as  to  the  sort  of  investment  an  Anglo- 
Russian  company  nowadays  proves  to  be  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years. 

"  Gone  Under." 

Starling  with  these  fifty-three  Anglo-Russian  com- 
panies, a  search  for  their  existence  in  191 1  is  fruitless 
in  not  fewer  than  thirty-eight  cases.  When  thirty- 
eight  compai.ies  out  of  fifty-three  disappear  com- 
pletely in  the  course  of  ten  years,  the  stability  of 
Anglo-Russian  companies  leaves  much  to  be  desired 
from  an  investor's  point  of  view.  But  to  the  thirty- 
eight  which  cannot  be  found  four  more  must  be 
added  as  now  in  liquidation,  or  in  the  hands  of  a 
receiver  in  1910.  Thus  there  are  not  a  dozen  other 
companies  of  the  1901  list  left  to  be  identified.  Of 
these  others,  eight  either  have  been  reconstructed, 
have  written  off  some  of  their  capital,  have  gone  out 
of  business,  or  have  interest  in  arrear  in  1910.  The 
fifty-five  companies  have  now  dwindled  to  three.  If 
companies  are  excluded  which  did  not  pay  divi- 
dendsbothin  i9ioand  191 1,  then  two  more  companies 
are  removed  from  the  list,  and  only  one  remains. 
Strange  to  say,  that  hard)'  survivor  is  not  a  trading 
company  in  the  usual  acceptance  O?  the  term,  but  is 
a  sort  of  philanthropic  venture  constituted  as  a 
limited  liability  company,  known  as  the  Jewish 
Colonial  Trust.  lis  object,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
Russia,  is  to  provide  facilities  for  Russian  Jews  to 
emigrate  to  countries  where  there  are  better  prospects 
for  them  than  any  they  may  discover  in  the  Russia 
of  to-day. 

Neither  Security  nor  Profit. 

Fossibly;  from  the  point  of  view  of  a  financial 
expert,  the  career  of  some  one  or  more  of  the  Anglo- 
Russian  companies  may  be  interesting,  and  the 
failure,  whether  temporary  or  permanent,  of  a  par- 
ticular concern  to  make  good  now  may  be  explained 
satisfactorily.  But  for  the  ordinary  investor  the 
broad  fact  remains  that  the  Anglo-Russian  com- 
panies of  1901  are  not  in  any  category  which  will 
appeal  to  a  pr  ident  man  intent  upon  having  security 


A  report  made  by  the  French  Consul  at  Kharkov 
this  year  refers  to  the  collieries  of  the  Donetz  Basin, 
the  "  Hlack  Country"  of  Russia.  From  this  report  it 
seems  that  in  19c/)  the  companies  numbered  twenty- 
'  five,  and  had  an  aggregate  capital  of  50,842,000 
roubles.  Of  these  companies  twelve,  with  a  capital 
amounting  to  21,709,000  roubles,  made  an  average 
profit  of  3:51  per  cent.,  whilst  thirteen  others,  with 
capital  amounting  to  37,043,000  roubles,  made  an 
average  loss  of  6.40  per  cent.  In  1910  some  eighteen 
companies  made  an  average  profit  of  5.1  per  cent,  on 
their  39,049,000  roubles  capital,  whilst  six  other  com- 
panies made  an  average  loss  of  9.03  per  cent,  on 
their  capital  of  31,304,000  roubles,  three  other  com- 
panies publishing  no  return.  Taken  collectively 
(the  figures  are  the  Consul's),  in  1906  the  twenty-five 
companies,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  58,842,000 
roubles,  made  an  average  loss  of  2.73  per  cent.,  and 
in  1910  the  twenty-four  companies,  with  an  aggregate 
capital  of  70,530,000  roubles,  made  an  average  loss  of 
0.71  per  cent.  These  figures  are  not  restricted  to 
Anglo-Russian  companies,  but  include  all  joint- 
stock  companies  having  collieries  in  this  region. 


PREMEDITATED  BANKRUPTCIES. 


The  Russian  official  trade  journal,  the  Torgovo- 
Promyshlcnnaya  Gazcla,  observed  in  a  recent  leading 
article  on  the  increase  of  insolvency  : — 

"  To  take  advantage  of  every  depression  of  the 
market  to  improve  one's  business  position  by  means 
of  premeditated  bankruptcy  has  unfortunately 
become  an  almost  distinctive  feature,  especially  of 
the  smaller  Russian  business  class." 

The  Exchange  Committee  at  Nijni  thereupon  sent 
a  telegram  of  complaint  to  the  Premier  against  the 
publication  of  so  insulting  a  statement  in  a  Govern- 
ment organ,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  the  article 
only  conveyed  the  sentiments  of  the  writer,  and  not 
the  opinion  of  the  officials. 


EVANGELICAL  RESTRICTIONS. 


The  Pan-Russian  Conference  of  Evangelical 
Christians  held  its  last  meeting  on  January  17th  in 
St.  Petersburg.  In  the  course  of  the  proceedings 
various  impediments  the  members  meet  with  in  their 
work  were  mentioned.  They  are  unable  to  train 
competent  preachers,  sinew  "tiicy  cannot  obtain  per- 
mission to  establish  teaching  classes.  In  many 
places  the  administration  refuses  to  legalise  their 
organisation.  The  Evangelical  Christians  are  espe- 
cially hampered  in  regard  to  their  meetings,  which 
are  frequently  prohibited  by  the  local  authorities. 


The  Tambov  branch  of  the  Peasants'  Bank  has  put 
on  sale  448  plots  of  land  belonging  to  individual 
peasants  or  village  communities  for  non-payment  of 
loans. 

Russian  landowners  in  the  Holm  districts,  which 
are  about  to  be  annexed  by  Russia  from  Poland,  have 
discharged  their  Polish  agents  and  replaced  them  by 
Germans. 

A  circular  has  been  issued  prescribing  the  exclusive 
se  of  the  Russian  language  by  officials  of  the 
Varsaw-Vienna  Railway,  which  has  been  acquired 
y  the  State. 

Professor  Obrutcheff,  who  is  the  greatest  Russian 
eologist,  but  holds  Liberal  views  on  political  matters, 
ias  been  deprived  of  his  post  at  the  Technological 
nstitute  of  Tomsk. 

A  writer  in  the  Novoc  Vrcmya  declares  that  if  the 
tctobrist  proposal  for  an  increase  of  duty  on  American 
;oods  be  passed  before  the  existing  Treaty  expiresiit 
vill  make  the  United  States  more  pliable  in  the  nego- 
iations  for  a  new  Treaty. 

'flic  rumoured  1  estoraUon  of  the  dignity  of 
Patriarch,  which  was  abolished  by  Peter  the  Great, 
jvbo  replaced  the  office  by  a  collegiate  body,  the 
Holy  Synod,  to  administer  the  spiritual  concerns  of 
I  he  Russian  Church,,  is  regarded  with  apprehension 
ts  a  new  sign  of  the  prevailing  spirit  of  teaction. 

Before  the  Circuit  Court  of  Saratov,  on  January 
15th,  eight  men  were  charged  with  having  stolen 
propei  ty  amounting  to  20,000  roubles  at  the  time  of 
an  jiiti-Jewish  pogrom  at  Saratov  in  1905.  One  of 
the  accused  evidently  found  it  difficult  to  realise  his 
offence.  "The  authorities,"  he  pleaded,  "ordered 
us  to  help  ourselves  and  I  did  so." 

M.  Leroy-Beaulieu  has  added  his  signature  to  the 
protrst  of  the  Russian  "intellectuals"  against  the 
libel  of  ritual  murder  circulated  by  the  Novoc 
Vrcmya  and  the  "  Black  'Hundred"  papers  against 
the  jews.  He  says:  "[The  charge  against  Jews 
of  n-ing  Christian  blood  only  soils  the  accusers 
themselves,  while  the  Russian  scholars,  scientists, 
and  authors  are  washing  away  a  great  stain  from 
Russia  by  I  heir  protests.' 


LITERARY  "HEATHENS." 
Proposed  Excommunication  for  Novelists. 

A  few  years  ago  Kishop  Hermogen,  of  Saratov, 
who  has  become  notorious  as  the  protector  of  the 
Monk  Heliodore,  urged  the  Holy  Synod  to  pronounce 
the  anathema  on  certain  "godless"  authors,  and 
presented  a  list  which  contained  the  names  of  nearly 
all  the  Russian  writers  of  fiction.  At  the  time  the 
Synod  shelved  the  report.  The  subject  was,  how- 
ever, revived  at  the  last  Missionary  Conference  at 
Kazan,  where  Bishop  Hermogen  read  a  paper  on 
"The  New  Heathens  in  Literature,"  and  reintro- 
duced his  motion  on  the  necessity  of  excommuni- 
cating from  the  Church  scores  of  Russian  authors. 
Here  he  received  a  most  favourable  hearing,  and  the 
Conference  passed  his  motion. 

The  Bishop  has  now  again  laid  his  proposal  before 
the  Missionary  Section  of  the  Holy  Synod,  which  has 
taken  the  matter  under  its  consideration. 

Writing  his  "reflections"  for  the  Russian  New 
Year,  M.  Merezhkovsky,  the  famous  dramatist, 
laments  the  fact  that  the  posthumous  voice  of  Tolstoy 
is  not  allowed  to  resound  in  its  original  purity,  for 
his  remaining  works  are  being  printed  in  a  disgrace- 
fully distortedfashion.  Commenting  on  the  proposed 
excommunication  of  literary  men,  M.  Merezhkovsky 
declares  his  indifference  to  such  a  step,  since  all 
Russian  authors  looked  upon  themselves  as  excom- 
municated along  with  Tolstoy.  But  if  Russian 
literature  continues  to  lay  claim  to  a  Chri>tian 
conscience,  then  the  ban  of  what  some  people  are 
pleased  to  call  the  Church  will  not  be  an  excommuni- 
cation, but  a  real  communion. 


THE   KANSK  TORTURES. 


It  has  transpired  that  the  inquiry  into  the  tortures 
practised  at  Kansk  was  carried  on  exclusively  by  tljg- 
Lieut. -Colonel  of  Gendarmerie,  who  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  examine  either  the  victims  or  their 
witnesses.  The  only  person  examined  by  him  was 
the  late  chairman  of  the  Kansk  branch  of  the  Union 
of  the  Russian  People,  the  retired  gendarme  Jerskych, 
in  whose  house  the  tortures  were  conducted.  No 
judicial  investigation  has  been  opened  so  far. 


"  POTEMKIN  VILLAGES." 


An  Appropriate  Allusion. 

In  connection  with  the  British  visit  to  Russia,  a 
writer  in  the  Russkoe  Slovo  quotes  the  glowing 
accounts  of  the  democratic  spirit  of  the  Russian 
Duma  given  by  the  Octobrist  party  when  they 
visited  England  two  years  ago.  But,  he  observes, 
as  by  this  time  every  vestige  of  democracy  has  been 
stamped  out  of  the  Octobrist  Duma,  the  English 
visitors  will  find  nothing  but  "  Potemkin  villages'' 
of  political  liberty  when  they  arrive  in  Russia. 

This  is  an  allusion  to  the  scenic  effects  set  up  by 
Prince  Potemkin  at  some  distance  from  the  road 
with  the  object  of  giving  the  Empress  Catherine  II. 
the  impression  of  prosperous  villages  which  had  no 
existence  in  reality. 

"  It  was  perhaps  just  to  save  the  Octobrists  from 
confusion,"  continues  the  writer,  "  that  English 
Parliamentarians  have  been  struck  off  the  visitors' 
list  in  order  to  leave  only  financial  bigwigs  and 
reliable  people  whose  criticism  need  not  be 
apprehended." 


RUSSIA    IN  MONGOLIA. 

According  to  the  correspondent  of  the  Novoc 
Vrcmya  at  Urga,  the  Khutukhta,  the  chief  prince,  of 
Mongolia  has  declared  his  intention  of  abolishing 
the  taxes  introduced  by  China,  and  substituting  a  new 
system  of  taxation  under  the  guidance  of  Russia. 

The  official  "Information  Bureau"  characterises 
as  an  invention  the  statement  of  the  Novoc  Vremya's 
Pekin  correspondent  that  the  Chinese  Government 
had  requested  the  Russian  Government  to  arrange 
for  it  a  loan  of  100  million  roubles,  offering  in 
exchange  the  complete  cession  of  Mongolia.  The 
journal  defends  its  correspondent  against  the  charge. 


Under  threat  of  closing  their  establishments,  the 
Governor  of  Nizhni  has  compelled  the  Merchants' 
Club  and  Clerks'  Club  to  introduce  a  rule  excluding 
Jews  from  membership.  In  the  case  of  the  Horse- 
breeders'  Club,  to  which  the  same  intimation  was 
conveyed,  the  Governor  met  with  determined  oppo- 
sition ;  but  when  they  were  given  three  days  in 
which  to  make  up  their  mind  whether  they  would 
accept  the  restriction  or  see  their  premises  closed, 
the  members  held  a  special  meeting,  at  which  the 
rule  excluding  Jews  was  carried  by  55  votes  to  51. 
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INVITATIONS  TO  INVESTORS. 


The  many  attempts  that  are  made  nowadays 
to  "  boom  "  Russia  in  this  country  from  a 
financial  and  industrial  point  of  view  call  for 
more  than  passing  observation.  Quite  recently, 
for  example,  there  has  been  that  portentous  and 
in  many  ways  remarkable  production,  the 
Russian  Supplement  to  tbe  Times,  with  so  many 
sins  of  omission  on  its  inflated  head  ;  then  there 
is  the  Russian  Year-hook,  the  new  issue  of  which 
has  just  made  its  appearance,  and  which  is  as 
wilfully  colour-blind  as  the  administration  could 
possibly  desire  ;  while  there  is  actually  printed 
in  St.  Petersburg,  and  published  by  the  Ministry 
of  Finance,  a  weekly  journal,  written  in  English, 
whose  object  is  to  attract  British  capital  to 
Russian  enterprises.  In  the  way  of  advertise- 
ment the  Russian  Government  is  evidently 
spending  a  good  deal  of  money  ;  but  whether  the 
go  ids  whose  virtues  are  thus  belauded  bear  out 
the  smug  professions  of  the  advertisers  is  a 
matter  for  the  very  gravest  doubt.  Wherever 
money  considerations  are  involved,  things  in 
Russia  have  to  be  viewed  and  approached  with 
the  utmost  caution.  The  experiences  of  other 
countries  in  this  respect,  as  well  as  those  through 
v,  hieh  a  larg-e  immber  of  British  hnrestors  have 
already  passed,  should  be  a  sufficient  warning  to 
those  before  whom  the  bait  is  so  carefully 
dangled. 

With  regard  to  Russian  State  finances,  it  is 
enough  for  the  present  to  say  that  there  is  little 
knowledge  on  this  head  for  which  any  degree  of 
accuracy  can  be  claimed.  The  advance  figures 
relating  to  the  1912  Budget  that  have  been  given 
in  certain  quarters,  where  everything  Russian  is 
couleur  de  rose,  must  necessarily  be  regarded  with 
at  least  an  open  mind.  We  ourselves  have  a 
suspicion  that  when  the  actual  figures  are  sub- 
jected to  the  searchlight  everything  will  not  be 
found  quite  so  satisfactory  as  we  are  asked  to 
believe.  In  any  case  the  alleged  big  surplus  is 
in  the  highest  degree  incompatible  with  the 
terrible  and  widespread  devastation  for  which, 
for  some  months  past,  the  famine  has  been 
responsible.  Quite  apart  from  the  fact  that  the 
( invernment's  attempts  at  relief  have  been  hope- 
lessly and  even  criminally  inadequate,  it  is 
common  knowledge  that  this  periodical  calamity 
falls  with  a  severity  that  is  increased  tenfold  by 
reason  of  the  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  adminis- 
tration to  provide  the  money  necessary  for 
placing  agriculture  on  a  sound  footing  in  the  less 
favoured  districts.  But  of  the  famine  the  Times 
and  kindred  organ*  of  Russian  thought  know 
nothing,  or  say  nothing.  This  matter  of  State 
finance  should  not  be  dismissed  without  a  passing 
record  of  the  fact  that  much  of  Russia's  revenue 
comes  from  sources  that  can  only  be  described  as 
illegitimate  ;  we  refer,  of  course,  to  such  sources 
as  the  liquor  monopoly,  which  means  that  Russia 
can  only  thrive  on  the  drunkenness  of  her 
peasants. 

With  regard  to  industrial  enterprises,  for  the 
support  of  which  British  capital  is  now  being  so 
arduously  wooed,  we  have  never  disguised  our 
opinion  that  Russia  is  by  no  means  a  good  field 
for  investment.  In  a  series  of  articles  written 
by  a  well-informed  City  correspondent,  the  latest 
of  which  appears  in  our  present  issue,  we  have 
been  at  pains  to  go  into  the  history  of  British 
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companies  that  have  been  formed  in  Russia 
during  the  last  ten  years,  and  the  result  of  these 
investigations  is  seen  to  be  discouraging  in  the 
extreme.  For  this  effect  the  prevalence  of 
corruption  amongst  officials  and  the  queer  state 
of  the  Russian  law  relating  to  commerce  are 
largely  responsible.  And  a  consideration  of  the 
prospects  of  investment  in  purely  Russian  enter- 
prises tells  an  equally  unflattering  tale.  Russia, 
it  is  true,  is  a  rich  country,  but  misgovernment 
is  rife,  and  misappropriation  by  officials  of 
moneys — and  especially  of  loans  -  that  were 
intended  for  specific  purposes  is  a  normal  occur- 
rence. In  order  to  enjoy  any  degree  of  security 
investments  must  be  backed  by  the  guarantee  of 
an  honest  and  stable  Government.  This  guarantee 
cannot  be  said  to  exist  in  Russia.  On  the  part 
of  the  reactionary  majority  in  the  Duma  the 
most  obscurantist  views  are  entertained  in  the 
matter  of  finance.  It  has  actually  gone  the 
length  of  advocating  the  repudiation  of  Russian 
loans  on  the  ground  that  the  payment  of  interest 
is  a  tribute  to  the  foreigner,  and,  so  far  as  we 
know,  this  doctrine  has  never  been  denied  by 
the  leaders  of  the  Right.  In  a  country  whose 
so-called  representative  Assembly  is  dominated 
by  politicians  of  this  kidney,  what  measure  of 
stability  can  be  claimed  or  foreign  investments  ? 
it  should  further  be  remained  that  the  Russian 
tariff  is  hardly  favourable  to  industrial  enter- 
prises, since  the  heaviness  of  the  import  duties 
greatly  diminishes  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
peasantry.  Finally,  wre  would  remind  those  who 
are  in  danger  of  being  tempted  by  the  alluring 
prospectuses  with  which  they  are  inundated  that 
some  few  years  ago  many  millions  were  lost  by 
French  and  Belgian  investors  in  Russian 
industrials.  Russia's  friendships  are  invariably 
conducted  on  the  principle  of  the  lamb  lying 
down  inside  the  lion. 

There  is  one  most  important  consideration  we 
must  not  omit  to  mention  in  dealing  with  this 
matter  of  investments.  It  is  that  if  any  con- 
siderable amount  of  money  is  placed  in  Russian 
concerns  the  chance  of  righting  misgovernment 
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and  oppression  diminishes  proportionately.  It 
comes  to  be  in  the  interest  of  a  powerful  class  to 
keep  attention  diverted  from  the  real  condition 
of  affairs  in  that  country,  because  any  public 
expression  of  opinion  in  England  imperils  the 
existing  order  of  things  in  Russia,  and  unsettle- 
ment  depreciates  the  value  of  stocks.  It  is  bad 
enough  that  political  alliances  should  provide  a 
powerful  motive  for  discountenancing  criticism 
of  Russia's  conduct,  both  internal  and  external ; 
that  monetary  considerations  should  spread 
similar  ideas  in  other  channels — and,  should  the 
number  of  small  investors  become  considerable, 
in  popular  channels — is  very  much  worse.  It  is 
fervently  to  be  hoped  that  in  this  country 
humanitarian  instincts  will  always  outweigh  the 
promises  of  foreign  investments.  Where,  as  in 
the  case  of  Russia,  those  promises  are  shown  to 
rest  on  so  treacherous  a  foundation,  the  combina- 
tion of  political  morality  and  commercial 
prudence  should  prove  irresistible. 

RUSSIA   AND   THE  U.S.A. 

On  Monday  the  Nationalists  introduced  in  the 
Duma  a  Bill  prohibiting  the  admission  to  Russia  of 
Jewish  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  also  raising 
the  general  Customs  tariff  and  imposing  certain 
special  duties  against  goods  and  ships  of  the  United 
States. 


[One  Penny. 


ANARCHY  IN  THE  CAUCASUS. 

Brigand   Rule   Helped   by  Russian 
Maladministration. 


THE   VANISHING  KHAN. 


Under  Russian  rule  the  Caucasus  has  for  some 
years  been  given  over  to  lawlessness  and  disorder. 
This  state  of  affairs  has  been  occasioned  for  the  most 
part  by  the  operations  of  a  gang  of  brigands  and 
robbers,  whose  redoubtable  chief  is  one  Selim  Khan. 
In  spite  of  the  many  murders  and  other  outrages 
committed  under  his  command,  Selim  Khan  has 
always  managed  to  avoid  capture,  and  by  many 
inhabitants  of  the  district  he  is  actually  regarded  as 
a  mythical  personage,  invented  by  the  brigands  for 
the  purpose  of  terrorising  the  authorities  and  leading 
their  pursuers  astray. 

Selim  Khan  is,  however,  a  very  real  per>on. 
Whole  companies  of  soldiers  have  repeatedly  been 
despatched  to  effect  his  capture,  large  areas  have 
been  surrounded,  and  regular  hunting  expeditions 
organised.  So  far.  however,  every  official  announce- 
ment of  his  arrest  has  been  followed,  if  not  preceded, 
by  his  disappearance  and  the  perpetration  of  some 
new  act  of  daring.  General  Shatiloff,  who  was  sent 
into  the  Terek  province  on  a  special  mission  to 
capture  Selim  Khan,  soon  reported  that  the  task  was 
absolutely  impossible.  He  informed  the  authorities 
that  the  gang  was  recruited  from  the  Murids,  who 
were  followers  of  a  special  sect,  and  orders  were  given 
by  the  Viceroy  of  the  Caucasus  that  seven  of  the  most 
dangerous  Sheiks  of  that  sect  should  be  expelled. 
Thereupon  a  thousand  armed  Chechenians,  half  of 
whom  were  mounted,  came  to  Yedeno,  declaring 
themselves  to  be  Murids  in  the  service  of  a  Sheik 
who  bore  the  formidable  name  of  Bamat-Guirey- 
Khadidji-Mitayev,  of  Amturia.  They  petitioned  the 
Administration  not  to  deport  their  Sheik  to  Siberia, 
and  promised  in  return  for  this  favour  to  capture  the 
brigand  chief. 

Bobbers  as  Policemen. 

The  authorities  accepted  this  proposal,  and  the 
former  robbers  were  invested  with  the  rank  of 
police,  and  with  full  power  to  deal  with  the  popu- 
lation as  they  liked.  The  Murids  at  once  used  their 
authoiity  to  persecute  the  followers  of  other  sects, 
searching  their  houses,  beating  and  ill-treating  them, 
and  extorting  from  them  large  sums  of  money.  This, 
bv  the  way,  is  not  a  new  move  on  the  par*:  of  the 
Murids.  Three  years  ago  their  Sheik  offered  to 
capture  Selim  Khan  if  he  were  allowed  to  arm  a 
few  dozen  of  his  followers  with  guns  ;  now  the  few 
dozen  have  become  a  thousand. 

Selim  Khan  is  still  at  large.  Only  a  few  weeks 
ago  he  and  his  followers  were  driven  into  a  gorge 
closed  on  every  side,  to  which  a  regular  siege  was 
laid  by  a  large  body  of  soldiers.  It  seemed  that  there 
could  be  no  possible  escape  for  the  brigands,  who 
would  have  to  surrender  or  be  starved  to  death. 
After  the  lapse  of  several  days  shots  ceased  to  come 
from  the  hiding.place,  where  all  was  still  and  quiet. 
The  troops  then  ventured  to  advance  with  the 
object  of  taking  possession  of  the  dead  bodies,  but, 
to  their  extreme  amazement  and  consternation,  the 
whole  gang  had  vanished. 

The  Fruits  of  Oppression. 

The  secret  of  the  helplessness  of  the  authorities 
is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  peaceful  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Caucasus,  exasperated  by  the  indiscrimi- 
nate executions  and  sentences  of  banishment  carried 
out  by  the  Russian  officials,  refuse  to  deliver  up  a 
robber  who  gives  a  certain  popularity  by  his  defiance 
of  the  hated  Administration. 


The  Duma,  which  resumed  its  sittings  on  the  23rd 
inst.,  has  rejected  the  demand  of  urgencv  for  an 
interpellation  regarding  the  use  of  firearms  by 
soldiers  against  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  the  village 
of  Hunsan,  in  the  Dagestan  province  of  the  Caucasus. 


The  Odessa  Town  Council  has  rescinded  its  decision 
to  erect  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  late  M. 
Stolypin,  for  which  40,000  roubles  were  required  and 
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THE    BRITISH  VISIT. 

Some    Details    Concerning   One    of  the 
Russian  Hosts. 

M.    DURNOVO'S  LIFE-STORY. 

One  of  the  leading  parts  in  the  reception  of 
the  British  visitors  in  St.  Petersburg  has  been 
taken  by  M.  Durnovo,  ex-Minister  of  the  Interior, 
who  bears  one  of  the  worst  reputations  in  Russian 
public  life. 

M.  Durnovo  first  came  into  prominence  as  Director 
of  Police.  From  this  office  he  was  dismissed  in 
1893  by  order  of  the  Tsar,  his  offence  being  that  he 
had  procured  the  theft  of  certain  important  letters 
belonging  to  an  Ambassador  by  means  of  an  intrigue 
with  a  lady  employed  in  the  Embassy.  On  that 
occasion  the  Tsar  declared  that  such  a  scoundrel 
should  never  enter  his  service  again. 

For  ten  years  he  remained  in  disfavour.  Then  he 
became  Assistant  Minister  of  the  Interior  under 
Plehve,  and,  under  Witte,  Minister  of  the  Interior. 
For  a  short  time  he  played  the  role  of  a  Liberal,  but 
it  was  not  long  before  he  sailed  under  his  true 
colours.  He  originated  the  bloody  counter-revolu- 
tion. Under  his  direction  punitive  expeditions 
swept  the  country,  and,  receiving  permission  to  shoot 
and  hang  without  a  trial  a.ny  one  suspected  of  being 
concerned  in  the  disorders,  put  a  decisive  end  to  the 
rising  of  the  downtrodden  people.  At  the  same  time 
he  was  continually  intriguing  against  Witte,  whose 
position  in  the  end  he  made  untenable,  and  whose 
downfall  he  practically  procured.  During  this  period 
he  was  also  involved  in  a  scandal  connected  with  the 
purchase  of  oats  for  the  Army,  about  which  some  par- 
ticularly discreditable  revelations  were  made.  When 
Witte  gave  up  the  Premiership  it  was  impossible  for 
Durnovo  to  take  his  place  because,  owing  to  his  bad 
reputation,  nobody  would  serve  under  him.  Byway 
of  compensation  he  received  a  grant  of  200,000 
roubles  and  several  decorations,  and  was  also 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Council  of  State. 

In  the  Council  Chamber  he  became  Leader  of  the 
Extreme  Right,  and  gained  a  commanding  influence. 
He  was  continually  intriguing  against  Stolypin,  as  he 
had  done  against  Witte.  Last  year,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  notorious  Trepoff,  he  procured  the  defeat 
of  the  Western  Zemstvos  Bill  in  the  Council  of  State, 
with  the  object  of  discrediting  the  Premier.  M. 
Stolypin  thereupon  resigned,  and  enjoyed  a  signal 
triumph  by  being  requested  by  the  Tsar  to  retain  his 
office*  He  would  only  consent  to  return,  however, 
on  condition  that  Durnovo  and  Trepoff  were  sus- 
pended from  the  Council.  So  Durnovo  had  to  go 
abroad  for  a  time,  and  did  not  return  until  after  the 
death  of  Stolypin. 

Now  he  appears  to  have  regained  much  of  his  old 
influence  in  the  Council  of  State,  and  at  the  Parlia- 
mentary banquet  given  in  honour  of  the  British 
visitors  on  Sunday  night  he  was  selected  to  tender 
the  greetings  of  that  body  to  the  deputation.  The  St. 
Petersburg  correspondent  of  the  Daily  Telegraph, 
who  has  done  very  consistent  service  to  the  bureau- 
cracy, describes  him  as  "the  most  distinguished  Con- 
servative in  Russia,"  and  refers  to  him  with  apparent 
approval  as  the  man  "whose  energetic  measures  in 
1906  quickly  stamped  out  the  growing  disorders 
before  they  could  expand  to  the  dimensions  of  a 
revolution." 

In  the  words  of  the  same  correspondent,  M. 
Durnovo  is  one  of  the  "  men  of  mark  "  in  Russia 
to-day.  How  he  has  made  his  mark  may  be  gathered 
from  the  brief  biography  we  have  given  above. 


RUSSIAN  LIBERAL  OPINION. 

The  "Retch"  Criticises  the  Character  of 
the  Visit. 


Commenting  on  the  British  visit  in  a  leading 
article,  the  Retch,  the  chief  organ  of  Liberal 
opinion  in  Russia,  refers  first  to  the  previous 
visits  of  Russian  Parliamentarians  to  England, 
and  then  observes: — 

"  But,  ala->  !  wnce  then  we  have  lived  through  so 
much  that  nobody  seems  to  make  any  attempt  on 
our  'Thank-God  Constitution,'  which  has  become 
absolutely  tamed  in  the  hands  of  the  Outchkoffs  and 
the  Balashoffs.  The  enthusiasm  of  political  struggle, 
which  is  always  calculated  to  evoke  a  responsive 
feeling  in  representatives  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race 
(whether  it  be  a  question  of  Ru-sia,  of  Turkey,  or  of 
Per-ia),  baa  long  since  been  extinguished  and  cold. 
.  .  .  In  our  foreign  policy,  too.  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  Entente  has  given  way  to  dry,  cold,  and  even 
gloomy  prose.  The  Englishmen  "come  to  us  after 
the  post  has  brought  us  so  many  numbers  of  English 
newspapers  filled  with  sharp  critici-m  and  overflow- 
ing indignation  against  our  punitive  expedition  to 
PiB  la.    Sir  Edward  Grey,  who  formerly  stood,  hand 


in  hand  with  Isvolsky,  in  the  centre  of  European 
attention,  would  probably  prefer  to  escape  the  too 
close  attention  of  his  own  Parliament,  if  not  of  his 
own  Cabinet.  It  is  no  longer  his  enemies,  but  his 
friends  who  are  counting  the  days  when  Sir  Edward 
Grey  will  follow  Isvolsky  and  pass  into  history.  And 
the  visit  called  forth  by  his  policy  speaks  to  us  more 
of  the  past  than  of  the  future. 

"  In  accordance  with  this  change  of  surroundings, 
the  composition  of  the  deputation  coming  to  us  has 
changed  too.  Where  are  the  ardent,  idealist  Com- 
moners, the  zealots  of  political  liberty  ?  Where  are 
the  names  familiar  to  the  whole  world,  whose  mere 
sound  speaks  of  progress,  of  the  advance  of  political 
libertv  and  social  equality  ?  Which  of  the  Radical 
leaders  who  are  closely  associated  with  the  Cabinet 
is  coming  to-day  to  the  Northern  capital  ? 

"All  these  questions  and  doubts  have  been  dissi- 
pated in  advance  by  the  very  way  in  which  the  visit 
is  stage-managed.  We  are  told  that  it  is  no  longer 
a  question  of  a  purely  Parliamentary  visit.  Its  pro- 
moters even  wanted  to  transfer  the  responsibility  for 
this  alteration  in  the  character  of  the  visit  to  its 
organisers  and  initiators  in  St.  Petersburg.  But 
things  turned  out  differently  :  the  initiative  of  the 
change  does  not  come  from  Russia,  but  was  merely 
approved  of  in  St.  Petersburg.  A  melancholy  inci- 
dent has  completed  the  change.  Mr.  Lowther,  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  who  in  himself  personified  the 
whole  Parliament,  lost  his  father  while  on  his  way 
to  us,  and  had  to  go  back.  Of  the  other  deputies 
originally  selected,  some  solicitous  hand  has  care- 
fully removed  those  whose  names  are  connected 
with  criticism  of  the  Russian  Government's  measures. 
From  the  point  of  view  of  its  '  receptibility,'  if  one 
may  so  put  it,  the  deputation  has  proved  quite 
irreproachable. 

"  What  should  be  the  attitude  of  Russian  public 
opinion  towards  the  arrival  of  the  Englishmen  ? 
One  of  the  Opposition  groups,  the  Labour  section, 
has  already  replied  by  a  reasoned  refusal  to  take  part 
in  the  solemn  reception  of  the  visitors.  A  negative 
attitude  towards  the  deputation  prevails  rather 
largely  even  in  more  moderate  circles.  We  are 
aware  that  a  similar  attitude  exists  among  a  con- 
siderable section  of  advanced  public  opinion  in 
England  itself." 

These  circumstances,  however,  should  not,  the 
Retch  observes,  induce  the  Opposition  to  abstain 
from  taking  part  in  the  reception,  partly  because 
it  is  a  return  visit,  morally  induced,  in  spite  of 
all  differences,  by  the  T*sit  o£  Russian  Parlia- 
mentarians to  London,  and  partly  because  of  its 
international  importance. 


THE    DUMA  ELECTIONS. 


Violent  Campaign  Arranged  hy  the 
Reactionaries. 


A  campaign  of  intimidation  on  the  part  of  the 
reactionary  Union  of  the  Russian  People  is  fore- 
shadowed for  the  coming  Duma  elections. 

The  Central  Council  of  that  organisation  has  just 
sent  out  to  all  its  branches  and  to  Monarchist  bodies 
generally  a  "circular  epistle,"  which  declares  that 
threatening  clouds  are  gathering  from  all  sides  over 
Russia,  so  that  it  is  necessary  to  raise  an  army 
capable  of  "  resisting  the  enemy's  rush,"  and  to 
"  create  once  more  a  people's  militia,  as  in  the  year 
1905." 

It  is  stated  that  this  circular  was  drawn  up  with 
the  assistance  of  the  notorious  Yushkevich-Kras- 
kovsky, the  former  chief  of  the  "Fighting  Band "  of 
the  Union  of  the  Russian  People.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  this  individual  was  among  those  con- 
demned by  the  Finnish  courts  for  the  assassination 
of  M.  Herzenstein,  the  famous  Liberal  Deputy,  but, 
owing  to  the  powerful  influence  of  his  friends, 
received  the  Tsar's  pardon.  Yushkevitch-Kras- 
kovsky  is  anxious  to  see  the  restoration  of  his  scat- 
tered "  Fighting  Band." 

Landowners  and  the  Clerical  Vote. 

The  illegal  alteration  of  the  Constitution,  effected 
over  the  heads  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
in  June,  1907,  gave  Russian  landowners  the  right  to 
nominate  more  than  half  of  those  who  are  allowed 
to  vote  at  the  Duma  elections. 

Not  satisfied  with  this  privilege,  an  Octobrist 
Deputy  now  demands  that  the  clergy  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  vote,  as  hitherto,  with  the  loyal  land- 
owning class,  but  shall  form  a  separate  electoral 
college.  He  bases  this  demand  on  the  fact  that 
the  clergy  are  sometimes  infected  by  "Left  "  ten- 
dencies.  


The  editor  of  Russkoe  Slovo  has  been  ordered  by 
the  Prefect  of  Moscow  to  pay  a  fine  of  300  roubles, 
or  to  go  to  prison  for  three  months,  for  publishing  a 
letter  from  a  correspondent  entitled  "The  Governor's 
Policy." 


THE  '  ENTENTE'  ECCLESIASTIC. 


Russian   View    of    a   Union  Between 
Orthodox  and  Anglican  Churches. 


A   WARNING  NOTE. 

[From  Ouk  Own  Correspondent] , 

St.  Petersburg,  January  27th. 

The  most  intimate  circles  of  the  highest  dignitaries 
of  the  Orthodox  Church  have  been  busying  them- 
selves lately  with  the  elabora'ion  of  some  "great 
reforms,"  as  yet  under  conditions  of  the  greate-t 
possible  secrecy.  The  <alon  of  the  Countess  I., 
where  all  Church  affairs  are  privately  settled,  is  now 
jealously  guarded  against  any  intruder.  Only  the 
most  reverend  members  of  the  Holy  Synod  and  some 
selected  personages  of  the  highest  spheres  are 
admitted.  The  Tsar  alone  is  kept  au  courant  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  exalted  conspirators. 

The  whole  affair  is  kept  shrouded  in  the  greatest 
mystery.  But  a  long  article  in  the  Novoc  Vremya, 
from  the  pen  of  Professor  Sokoloff,  may  be  taken  as 
a  hint  of  what  is  going  on  behind  the  scenes.  The 
article  treats  of  a  projected  union  between  the 
Russian  and  Anglican  Churches. 

"This  old  question,"  says  the  Professor,  "is  being 
brought  to  life  again  by  the  fact  that  several  Bishops 
are  participating  in  the  British  Parliamentary  dele- 
gation." The  Professor  welcomes  the  idea,  and  in 
the  name  of  all  members  of  the  true  Orthodox 
Church  expresses  an  ardent  desire  for  such  a  union 
to  be  brought  about,  and  he  lays  down  the  con- 
ditions necessary  for  its  accomplishment. 

First  of  all  it  is  necessary  that  the  wish  for  a  union 
with  the  Eastern  Orthodox  Church  should  be 
"  sincere,"  not  only  on  the  p  irt  of  the  so-called  High 
Church,  but  also  on  that  of  the  whole  Anglican  flock, 
and  that  the  other,  the  purely  Calvinist,  current 
which,  in  fact,  denies  the  Church  and  treats  Russian 
Orthodoxy  with  intolerance,  should  be  absorbed  bv 
the  pure  High  Church,  and  should  be  deprived  of 
its  great  influence  on  the  Anglican  Church  policy  and 
life. 

Further,  the  Professor  stiputate?  that  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church,  which  is  the  only  true  Church  of 
Christ  and  which  alone  leads  to  salvation,  should  not 
be  obliged  to  make  any  concessions  with  regard  to 
her  "dogmatic  teaching  and  canonical  dignity. 

It  is  necessary,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  Anglicans 
should  in  their  turn  state  the  articles  of  their  faith  in 
a  clear  and  more  definite  manner,  that  the}'  should 
announce  their  sincere  and  unanimous  wish  to 
become  united  to  the  Russian  Church,  as  the 
Universal  Church,  and  should,  without  swerving, 
without  looking  back,  march  forward  into  "  the 
open  gates  of  the  Church  of  Christ  " — that  is  to  say, 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Church. 

Under  these  conditions  this  generous  spokesman 
of  the  Russian  Church  promises  to  the  poor  ignorant 
Anglicans  a  brotherly  readiness  on  the  part  of  the 
whole  of  the  Orthodox  flock  "to  help  them  with 
explanations,  their  best  attention,  and  the  greatest 
leniency  towards  their  shortcomings,  which  are  the 
natural  outcome  of  the  centuries-long  division  of  the 
two  Churches." 

Does  not  this  Russian  scheme  of  a  union  between 
the  two  Churches  bear  many  features  of  resemblance 
to  the  famous  Anglo-Russian  Agreement  on  Persia  ? 
In  the  latter  case,  as  later  it  was  clearly  interpreted 
by  Russian  practice,  Russia  good-naturedly  agreed  to 
accept  the  "  sincere  and  general  "  support  of  England 
in  every  possible  way.  And  on  her  part  she  stipu- 
lated only  that  "all  the  dogma  and  canons  "  of  her 
Oriental  foreign  policy  should  continue  undisputed. 

In  the  proposed  Anglo-Russian  Church  alliance  the 
same  interpretation  can  be  clearly  detected.  Bishops, 
beware  ! 


TOLMATCHEFFS  PECULATIONS. 

The  Auditing  Commission  has  discovered  that  out 
of  the  sum  of  200,000  roubles  voted  by  the  Odessa 
Town  Council  to  the  ex-Prefect,  Oeneral  Tolmatcheff, 
for  increasing  the  police  staff  only  32,000  roubles 
was  used  for  that  purpose,  the  rest  being  spent  in  an 
unauthorised  manner,  including  2,400  roubles  per 
annum  for  keeping  up  the  Prefect's  motor-car. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  is  puzzled  by  an  item  of 
100,000  roubles  for  the  "  extermination  1  of  rats,"  for 
which  no  accounts  are  to  be  found. 


The  Kharkov  authorities  have  confiscated  the 
number  of  Yushny  Kray  containing  a  letter  from 
Mme.  Rape-port,  who  is  seeking  .1  revision  of  the 
trial  of  her  invalid  son.  The  latter  was  condemned 
for  a  murder  which  is  said  to  have  been  actually 
committed  by  a  man  who  is  now  at  large  in  Paris. 
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NOTES7 


A  Contrast. 

Ih  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Press  the  Society 
of  Friends  of  Russian  Freedom  make  a  timely 
and  well-reasoned  contribution  to  the  discussion 
on  the  British  visit  to  Russia.  It  contrasts  the 
present  "  unparliamentary  "  visit  with  a  deputa- 
tion which  was  planned  in  1906,  and  which  was 
to  present  a  memorial,  signed  by  over  230 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  together 
with  other  well  known  men,  to  the  President  of 
the  First  Duma.  That  Duma,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, was  elected  on  a  broad  democratic  basis, 
and  was  therefore  ''rightly  considered  in- 
England  as  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Russian 
nation."  A  most  enthusiastic  reception  was 
prepared  by  the  Russian  people,  but  the  Govern- 
ment, which  had  meanwhile  summarily  dismissed 
the  Duma,  treated  the  visit  first  with  hostile 
indifference,  and  later  with  violent  opposition. 
The  reactionary  section  of  the  Press  even  began 
to  threaten  the  deputation  with  the  attention  of 
the  "  Black  Hundred  "  gang,  and  in  the  end  the 
visit  had  to  be  abandoned  on  the  very  eve  of  the 
day  fixed  for  the  departure  from  London.  Now, 
when  the  Duma  has  been  deprived  of  every 
vestige  of  its  former  representative  character, 
it  is  affectionately  greeted  by  another  British 
deputation,  very  dissimilar  from  that  which  was 
originally  projected,  and  the  bureaucracy  will  be 
in  a  position  to  say  that  the  hall-mark  of  British 
approval  has  been  set  upon  its  handiwork.  The 
effect  of  this  visit  is  to  drag  the  reputation  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  mire. 

Features  of  the  Visit. 

Some  astonishing  things  have  been  said  in  the 
course  of  the  speechifying  with  which  the  very 
sumptuous  entertainment  of  the  visitors  has  been 
seasoned.  If  they  are  to  believe  their  hosts  (and 
after  banquets  of  the  truly  Lucullan  order  with 
which  they  have  been  regaled  it  is  possible  they 
will  believe  anything),  our  quasi-iepresentatives 
will  come  away  with  the  impression  that  Russia 
is  to-day  the  land  par  excellence  of  liberty  and 
political  equality.  The  degree  of  representative 
government  to  which  she  has  attained  has  even 
been  compared  to  that  enjoyed  in  this  country. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  countrymen  at  large 
have  by  this  time  been  made  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  hollow  mockery  of  constitu- 
tional government  for  which  the  present  Duma 
stands,  and  the  real  character  of  the  adminis- 
tration by  which  the  bureaucracy  supports  itself, 
to  be  able  to  accept  these  nauseatingly  hypo- 
critical professions  at  their  true  value.  Inci- 
dentally, one  of  the  most  repellent  features  of 
the  visit  has  been  the  prominent  role  in  the 
reception  of  the  deputation  assigned  to  M. 
Durnovo.  This  notorious  ex-Minister  is  one  of 
the  most  justly  execrated  men  in  Russia,  and  his 
reputation  is  such  that  no  decent  man  should 
consort  with  him.  From  the  brief  sketch  of  his 
carear  we  give  this  week  it  will  be  understood 
that  he  represents  the  very  worst  type  of  the 
Russian  reactionary.  And  it  was  he  who  was 
selected  to  convey  to  the  British  visitors  the 
greeting  of  the  Upper  Chamber  of  the  Russian 
Parliament ! 


Russian  Opium. 

It  is  announced  that  the  Medical  Council  of 
the  Russian  Empire  has  consented  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  opium  in  Russia  and  Central  Asia,  and  to 
its  sale  both  for  home  consumption  and  for 
exportation  to  foreign  countries.    This  means 


that  the  Russian  administration  has  taken,  or 
sanctioned,  one  of  the  most  retrograde  steps  that 
could  possibly  suggest  themselves  to  any  Goveim- 
ment  to-day.  At  present  the  most  earnest 
endeavours  are  being  made  to  liberate  China 
from  the  curse  that  has  so  long  retarded  her 
moral  and  political  development.  The  British 
Government,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  China  is 
under  treaty  not  to  close  her  ports  to  Indian 
opium,  is  doing  what  it  can  to  reduce  the 
quantity  exported  from  that  part  of  our 
Empire.  This  is  in  accordance  writh  civilised 
opinion  all  over  the  world.  There  was,  it  will 
be  remembered,  an  International  Conference 
held  at  Shanghai  three  years  ago,  which  passed 
a  recommendation  to  the  effect  that  the  Powers 
should  gradually  suppress  the  consumption  and 
cultivation  of  opium  in  their  own  territories  ; 
and  this  principle  was  reiterated  most  emphati- 
cally at  the  more  recent  Conference  held  at  The 
Hague.  Now  Russia  is  going  to  cultivate  the 
poisonous  drug,  and  will  undo  all  the  efforts  of 
humanity.  This  is  our  close  friend,  whom  we 
are  at  present  clasping  so  warmly  to  our  bosom  ; 
and  this  is  civilisation,  as  it  is  understood  in  St. 
Petersburg. 

The  Caucasus  and  Persia. 

Russia's  impotence  to  maintain  order  in  the 
Caucasus  is  strikingly  illustrated  by  the  amazing- 
story  of  the  operations  of  a  brigand  gang  which 
we  publish  this  week.  The  misgovernment  and 
senseless  cruelty  practised  .by  the  authorities 
have  enabled  a  pack  of  robbers  and  murderers  to 
dominate  the  country,  and  so  incensed  are  the 
inhabitants  against  Rujssian  rule  that  they  help 
the  malefactors  to  evade  every  attempt  at  cap- 
ture. This  deplorable  state  of  affairs  acquires  a 
particular  significance  when  it  is  considered  in 
connection  with  Russia's  activity  elsewhere.  She 
puts  forward  as  one  of  the  chief  grounds  for  her 
armed  intervention  in  Persia  the  allegation  that 
disorder  in  that  country  reacts  upon  the  border- 
ing portions  of  her  own  Empire.  But  on  the 
same  ground,  and  with  very  much  more  justifica- 
tion, Persia  might  claim  to  intervene  in  the 
Caucasus.  And  when  the  Russian  Government 
indulges  in  big  talk  of  "  maintaining  order  in  a 
country  where  there  is  not  local  power  of  main- 
taining order,"  it  may  well  be  asked  if  the  order 
that  is  going  to  be  kept  in  Persia  is  of  the 
Caucasian  variety. 

At  Tabriz. 

Very  significant,  too,  is  the  news  (which  was 
telegraphed  by  the  Time*  Teheran  correspondent 
on  Thursday)  that  Samad  Khan,  who  is  now  all- 
powerful  at  Tabriz,  is  in  communication  with  the 
ex-Shah's  agents  at  Zen  j  an,  Resht,  and  Mazan- 
daran,  wTith  a  view  to  effecting  a  concentration  of 
their  forces  at  Mianeh,  between  Tabriz  and 
Kazvin.  This  is  a  wonderfully  good  example  of 
the  fashion  in  which  Russia  "  maintains  order." 
The  ex-Shah  has  been  mainly  responsible  for  the 
disturbances  that  have  latterly  occurred  in 
Persia,  and  he  and  his  followers  have  been  insti- 
gated and  assisted  by  Russian  officials.  And 
almost  the  first  thing  that  happens  after  the  Russian 
occupation  of  Tabriz  is  the  entry  of  one  of  the 
ex-Shah's  chief  supporters  as  Governor  of  the 
town,  which  becomes  the  headquarters  of  the 
most  active  and  dangerous  elements  of  disrup- 
tion. It  is  useless  to  say,  as  the  Times  corre- 
spondent says,  that  "  the  Russian  Foreign  Office 
would  appear  to  be  entirely  hostile "  to  these 
pro  jects,  and  that  "  unfortunately  the  Russian 
Consulates  seem  subject  to  adverse  influences." 
Such  statements  simply  constitute  an  avowal  that 
the  Russian  Government  cannot  control  its 
officials,  and  prove  how  singularly  unfitted  that 
country  is  for  its  self-imposed  task  of  "  main- 
taining order  "  in  Persia. 


The  Manchester  Meeting. 

The  fact  that  Manchester  has  followed  the  lead 
of  London,  and  has  held  a  meeting,  convened 
and  presided  over  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  to  protest 
against  British  policy  in  Persia,  shows  how 
general  is  the  feeling  of  this  country  against 
Russia's  aggressive  and  oppressive  action.  In 
Manchester  they  have  a  special  interest  in  the 
matter,  because  the  Lancashire  looms  normally 
do  a  very  large  volume  of  trade  with  Persia,  and 
the  continued  existence  of  that  trade  is  seriously 


imperilled  by  the  present  state  of  affairs.  At 
last  Wednesday's  meeting,  however,  just  as  much 
enthusiasm  was  aroused  by  protests  delivered 
from  the  standpoint  of  general  policy  and  of 
humanity  as  by  those  particularly  concerned 
with  commercial  interests.  Sir  Edward  Grey 
must  surely  see  by  now  that  in  allowing  Russia  to 
repudiate  her  obligations  under  the  Convention 
of  1907,  and  in  conniving  at  the  assault  on 
Persian  independence  and  integrity,  which  we 
solemnly  pledged  ourselves  to  uphold,  he  is 
acting  in  dii*ect  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  all 
sections  of  the  population. 


The  "  Novoe  Vremya  "  and  M.  Lopukhin. 

There  appears  to  be  some  doubt  whether  M. 
Lopukhin,  the  ex-Director  of  Police,  will  get  a 
fresh  trial,  or,  as  the  Retch  forecasts,  merely  a 
free  pardon.  The  fact,  however,  that  the  Novoe 
Vremya  is  urging  a  revision  of  the  trial  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  such  a  step  is  contemplated 
by  the  authorities.  The  Novoe  Vremya  would  be 
the  last  paper  in  Russia  to  demand  justice  for  a 
victim  of  the  Government's  misdoings  did  it  not 
know  that  a  reopening  of  the  affair  was  inevitable. 
In  its  anxiety  to  suit  its  attitude  to  the  antici- 
pated course  of  events,  that  journal  has  executed 
a  characteristic  volte-face,  for,  although  it  was  as 
aware  as  anybody  of  the  true  character  of  Azef, 
it  has  all  these  years  professed  to  regard  that 
scoundrelly  agent  of  the  Okhrana  as  a  valuable 
source  of  inside  information  to  the  Administration, 
and  his  exposure  by  M.  Lopukhin  as  an  act 
directed  against  the  interests  of  the  State. 

A  Vicious  Circle. 

Now,  in  its  new-found  zeal  for  justice  (which, 
whatever-  its  motive,  we  gladly  accept  as  a  sign 
of  grace),  it  has  even  "  boomed  "  the  demand  for 
revision  by  publishing  a  report  on  the  Govern- 
ment's responsibility  for  the  spread  of  the  revo- 
lutionary movement,  drawn  up  by  M.  Lopukhin 
in  1904  and  presented  by  him  to  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior.  That  report  (the  substance  of 
which  we  give  elsewhere)  is  interesting  as  dis- 
playing the  attitude  of  a  loyal  but  enlightened 
servant  of  the  State  towards  the  Government's 
methods  in  dealing  with  the  popular  disaffection. 
It  shows  plainly  that  the  extravagant  measures 
of  repression  employed  had  the  direct  effect  of 
making  revolutionaries  of  those  who  were 
formerly  law-abiding  members  of  society.  Here 
we  have  a  clear  indication  of  the  vicious  circle  in 
which  the  Russian  Administration  has  for  years 
been  moving  in  its  cruel  and  clumsy  attempts  to 
put  down  disorder. 


FINLAND'S  GRIEVANCES. 

Another   Blow  at   the  Constitution. 

The  latest  blow  to  be  struck  rt  Finnish  rights  is 
conveyed  in  an  order  from  St.  Petersburg  that  in 
future  Finnish  pilots  are  to  be  under  the  control  of 
the  Russian  Admiralty.  This  step  is  a  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  Finnish  Constitution,  and  so  incensed  are 
the  pilots  against  it  that  a  movement  is  on  foot 
which,  if  successful,  will  result  in  the  entire  body 
of  them  resigning  their  positions. 

Two  years  ago  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  Russian 
Government  to  carry  a  similar  measure  into  effect, 
but  it  was  postponed  in  consequence  of  a  vigorous 
protest  on  the  part  of  the  British  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. 

The  Military  Tax. 

On  January  22nd  the  Council  of  State  passed  the 
Bill  which  provides  for  the  pavment  of  a  monetary 
tax  by  Finland  in  lieu  of  military  service.  At  the 
same  time  the  Council  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  proposed  quota  was  inadequate,  and  that  the 
Government  should  render  it  more  proportionate 
to  the  burdens  borne  by  the  rest  of  the  Empire. 

During  the  discussion  Professor  Grimm  urged  the 
advisability  of  passing  such  measures  through  the 
Finnish  Parliament  instead  of  by  way  of  "  Imperial 
legislation."  Professor  Grimm,  who  was  frequently 
interrupted  by  the  Chairman,  concluded  his  speech 
with  the  words :  "  We  should  remember  that  a 
policy  based  in  its  practical  results  on  the  principle 
of  oderitlt  dum  m'etuant  carriesits  own  inevitable  con- 
sequences, which  are  the  reverse  of  those  to  be 
obtained  by  conforming  one's  own  legal  demands  to 
other  people's  desires." 

M.  Leo  Mechelin  has  published  in  the  Nya 
Pressen  a  strong  attack  on  the  Council  of  State,  and 
insists  that  Finland,  which  had  never  been  a  tributary 
of  Russia,  should  obtain  a  national  Army  of  its  own. 


I. 
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"NO  DIVIDENDS." 

Typical   Careers   of  Anglo-Russian 
Companies. 

[From  Our  City  Correspondent.] 
In  1901  tlicre  were  fifty-three  Anglo-Russian  joint- 
stock  Companies  listed  by  the  Russian  Journal  if 
Financial  Statistics',  and  last  week  it  was  mentioned 
that  some  thirty-eight  of  these  could  not  be  found  in 
roir.  These  thirty-eight  Companies,  whose  autho- 
rized capital  exceeded  £6.000,000,  have  already 
passed  so  far  into  oblivion  that  they  are  probably  for- 
gotten by  all  except  those  who  invested  money  in 
them.  People  are  less  concerned  now  with  what 
used  to  be  in  Russia  than  they  are  with  the  facts  of 
to-day,  so  the  thirty-eight  may  remain  buried,  and 
consideration  may  be  drawn  to  the  present  position 
of  a  few  of  the  other  Companies  which  enjoyed,  or 
endured,  a  longer  lease  of  life. 

Oil  Companies. 

Anglo-Russian  Maximoff  Co.,  Ltd.  Authorized  in 
1900;  capital,  £400,000  in  £1  shares.  All  the  shares 
were  subscribed  and  paid  up  ;  no  dividends  were 
paid  up  to  1910,  and  the  accounts  for  that  year  do 
not  seem  to  have  been  issued  when  the  usual  books 
of  reference  went  to  press. 

Anglo-Russian  Petroleum  Co.,  Ltd.    Authorized  in 

1897  ;  capital,  £120,000  in  £1  shares  ;  19,253  shares 
were  issued  at  a  premium  of  30s.  per  share.  In  1902 
a  new  Company  was  registered  to  take  over  the 
assets,  and  its  capital  is  stated  at  £200,000.  Light 
years  later  the  "prospecting  development"  figures 
in  the  accounts  ot  this  new  Company  as  an  asset  for 
£39,708.    No  dividends. 

Baku  Russian  Petroleum  Co.,  Ltd.    Registered  in 

1898  ;  authorized  capital,  £1,500,000.  The  shares, 
som--  issued  at  a  premium,  were  quoted  in  1899  at 
1  7-16;  a  dividend  of  9d.  a  share  was  paid  in  1900, 
but  nothing  subsequently.  In  Kjiothe  property  was 
sold  to  a  new  Company,  having  paid  no  dividend  on 
its  cumulative  preference  shares  since  1900. 

Russian  Petroleum  and  Liquid  Fuel  Co.,  Ltd-. 
Authorized  1899  ;  capital,  £1, 200,000.  In  1910  the 
Company  Was  reconstructed,  the  first  debenture- 
holders  being  paid  off  by  cash  and  shares,  but 
£400.000  "  B  "  debentures  and  other  liabilities  are 
still  outstanding.  In  191 1  a  receiver  was  still  in 
possession  of  the  properties. 

Schibaieff  Petroleum  Co.,  Ltd.  Authorized  in 
1898;  capital,  £750,000  ;  in  1900  there  was  a  fresh 
issue  of  £400,000  ;  total,  £1,150,000,  which  includes 
6  per  cent,  cumulative  preference  shares.  The 
Lnglish  Company  is  being  kept  alive  to  see  what 
happens  to  the  Russian  Company  it  acquired.  This 
Russian  Company  owes  the  English  Company  money 
on  general  account,  and  a  receiver  was  appointed  as 
long  ago  as  July,  1908. 

Bibi-Eybat  Petroleum  Syndicate,  Ltd.  Formed  in 
1900  to  acquire  the  perpetual  leases  of  a  Russian 
Company  of  the  same  name.  Capital  £460,000  ; 
£380,000  paid  up.  The  £1  shares  are  quoted  nomi- 
nally at  6d.    A  receiver  was  appointed  in  191 1. 

Much  more  British  capital  has  been  invested  in 
Russian  oil  Companies  than  the  conditions  justify. 
The  prospects  are  the  reverse  of  encouraging.  A 
French  Consular  report,  written  in  January,  1912, 
states  that,  although  the  oil  supplies  are  decreasing 
and  the  oil  consequently  more  costly  to  produce,  no 
better  prices  are  being  obtained  for  oil-fuel  and  other 
marketable  products. 

Gold-mining  Companies. 

Of  the  eight  Companies  in  the  list  of  1901  only  one 
survives  to  1910  ;  that  is  the — 

Siberian  Gold  Dredging  Co.,  Ltd.  Registered 
1900;  capital,  £200,000,  all  subscribed  and  paid  ; 
debentures,  £21, (tip.  The  latest  report  is  to  the 
effect  that  all  work  has  been  given  up  on  the  pro- 
perty, and  that  the  Company  is  about  to  be  wound  up. 

The  older  Companies  have  disappeared  from 
Western,  Central,  and  Eastern  Siberia ;  it  is  also 
announced  in  the  Monitcur  Officii!  that  gold-mining 
in  the  Urals  is  at  an  end. 

Collieries. 

Azoff  Coal  Co.,  Ltd.  Authorized  1873  •'  capital, 
/  150,000,  increased  to  I  165,000  in  1877,  reduced  to 
£69,320  in  1891.  There  arc  debenture  issues  at 
vaiious  dates;  a  loan  of  £27,000  was  made  subse- 
quently. In  1910  the  interest  on  the  preference 
shares  was  in  arrears  ;  no  dividends  have  been  paid 
for  years  0:1  any  class  of  shares,  and  debenture 
interest  is  unpaid. 

Russian  Collieries,  Ltd.  Authorized  1899  ;  capital, 
£360,000.  In  (903  £145.000  six  per  cent,  debentures 
were  converted  into  five  per  cent.,  and  now  arc  tem- 
porarily i\  per  cent.  In  1909  further  debentures  for 
( 66fiO0  were  issued,  and  it  was  agreed  to  defer  pay- 
ments on  account  of  debenture  interest  during  such 
period  as  was  advisable  in  the  interest  of  the  Com- 
pany.   Interest  is  in  arrears  since  April,  1909. 
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Miscellaneous. 

Caucasus  Copper  Co.,  Ltd.  Registered  1900 ; 
capital  £500,000;  there  are  £579,000  6  per  cent, 
debentures  and  £53,100  of  5  per  cent.,  also  £500,000 
profit-sharing  certificates.  In  March,  191 1,  the 
debenture-holders  agreed  to  the  postponement  of 
interest  until  March,  1917.  On  June  30th,  191  [, 
there  was  a  cash  balance  of  £390. 

Industrials. 

Some  world-renowned  firms  have  essayed  at 
various  times  to  found  branch  establishments  in 
Russia  through  the  medium  of  a  Joint-stock  Com- 
pany. Amongst  them  are  Spratt's  Patents,  the 
Singer  Cycle  Company,  Starley,  Ltd.  and  Messrs. 
Greenwood  and  Batley  (the  Russian  Engineering 
Company,  Ltd.).  These  Russian  ventures,  and 
many  others  of  a  similar  kind,  have  been  liquidated. 
Of  the  older  companies  the  Anglo-Russian  Cotton 
Factories,  Ltd.  (founded  in  1897,  capital  £502,000, 
debentures  £300,000  and  £200,000),  did  not  pay  any 
dividend  in  1908,  1909,  "or  191  o  ;  and  the  New 
Russia  Company,  Ltd.  (capital  £1,200,000).  paid 
5  per  cent,  in  191 1,  but  no  dividend  in  1910.  Indus- 
trial Companies  generally  are  governed  by  conditions 
so  diverse  that  it  is  better  to  regard  each  according 
to  the  character  of  the  goods  produced  rather  than  j 
as  a  unit  in  an  Anglo- Russian  group.  Considera- 
tion of  these  various  classes,  therefore,  will  be 
deferred  until  a  favourable  opportunity  occurs  for 
presenting  faces  in  connection  with  certain  local 
conditions  which  affect  industries  founded  in 
Russia  through  the  enterprise  of  foreign  firms,  and 
irrespective  of  the  source  of  the  capital  employed 
for  their  development. 


MISLEADING   OFFICIAL  REPORTS. 

Government     Misrepresentations  Cause 
Business  Failures. 

There  is  something  approaching  a  financial  panic 
in  Lodz,  owing  to  the  failures  in  the  textile  industries. 
Although  it  is  a  common  saying  that  the  streets  of 
Lodz  are  paved  with  Bradford  gold,  so  much  money 
having  been  lost  there  by  Yorkshire  firms,  the  pre- 
sent crisis  is  not  affecting  the  merchants  in  the  centre 
of  the  British  woollen  industry  to  any  large  extent. 
They  seem  to  have  been  better  informed  than  were 
their  foreign  competitors. 

Trade  is  not  slack  in  Lcdz — it  is  stagnant.  Those 
there  who  are  interested  in  the  textile  industries  con- 
tend that  the  prevailing  distress  is  due  to  the  Russian 
Government.  They  assert  that  the  Government  misled 
the  manufacturers  by  circulating  erroneous  reports  as 
to  the  harvest  prospects  in  the  wheat-belt.  Further, 
that  they  prevented  the  true  stare  of  things  being 
made  known  to  the  trade  until  it  was  too  late  to  avert 
disaster.  The  looms  were  kept  busy  in  anticipation 
of  the  sales  that  are  usuafwhen  the  corn  crops  are 
marketed.  If  manufacturers  had  known  that  the 
harvest  was  not  as  was  reported,  and  that  there  were 
prospects  of  famine  instead  of  a  time  of  plenty,  they 
would  have  bought  less  heavily,  and  reduced  the 
output  of  piece-goods  in  proportion  to  the  actual 
requirements.  The  difference  is  so  great  that  firms 
which  are  now  unable  to  meet  their  obligations 
could  have  retained  funds  sufficient  to  enable  them 
to  continue  business  until  the  next  harvest  is  garnered. 
Conditions  in  the  wheat-belt  are  such  that  the 
peasantry  is  without  food.  There  is  no  money  being 
spent  on  clothes  of  any  kind.  Matters  are  not 
improved  by  impoverishing  the  textile  industries,  but 
the  effect  of  the  famine  on  Lodz  traders  reveals  one 
cause  for  the  efforts  made  by  Russian  officials  to 
prevent  a  timely  disclosure  of  the  true  state  of  the 
wheat  harvest  of  191 1. 


DYING    DEPUTY'S  LETTER. 
A    Sweeping  Indictment. 

The  late  Deputy  B.  S.  Sokoloff,  whose  death  has 
just  been  announced,  was  a  public  worker  who 
engaged  in  many  a  struggle  with  the  Administration 
in  the  interests  of  primary  education  and  on  behalf 
of  the  teachers.  It  was  owing  to  his  initiative  that 
the  Zemstvo  medical  institutions  were  saved  from 
the  destruction  threatened  by  the  Ministerial  project 
of  a  new  medical  statute.  He  was  opposed  to 
extremes,  but  in  favour  of  evolutionary  progress.  A 
week  before  his  death  he  wrote  a  letter  to  a  friend, 
in  which  the  following  notable  passage  occurs  : — 

"  At  a  time  when  there  remains  only  the  corpse  of 
the  Act  of  October  30th;  when  freedom  of  conscience 
is  mocked  at  in  the  Upper  Chamber  ;  when  political 
prisoners  arc  tortured  ;  when  we  start  on  punitive 
expeditions  and  convey  gallows  to  a  neighbouring 
independent  Stale,  and  prepare  the  way  there  for  a 
despot;  when— but  what  is  the  use  of  enumerat- 
ing all  these  'when???  Decent  men  ought  to 
protest  Cot  am  populo  against  all  these  terrors.  .  .  . 
One  has  to  be  in  a  provincial  place,  away  from  all 
the  falseness  of  St.  Petersburg,  in  order  to  under- 
stand all  the  harmfulness  of  what  is  being  done.  .  .  . 
Indignation  is  general." 


CAUSES    OF  REVOLUTION. 


M.  Lopukhin's  Indictment  of  the 
Authorities. 


In  connection  with  the  general  demand  of  a  new 
trial  for  M.  Lopukhin,  the  former  Director  of  Police,  a 
history  of  whose  case  we  gave  last  week,  public 
attention  is  being  directed  to  the  views  he  held  while 
in  occupation  of  his  office.  When,  on  the  assassina- 
tion of  Plehve  in  July,  1904,  that  Minister  wa^ 
succeeded  by  Prince  Sviatopolk-Mirski,  M.  Ix<pukhin 
presented  the  new  Minister  of  the  Interior  with  a 
report  on  the  existing  state  of  affairs. 

In  this  document  he  described  from  his  own  expe- 
rience as  Public  Prosecutor  at  the  High  Court  of 
Kharkov  the  rising  of  the  famished  peasants  in  the 
districts  of  Constantinograd,  Poltava,  and  Valki  in 
1902,  which  was  ultimately  suppressed  by  he 
Governor  of  Kharkov,  Prince  Obolensky.  Instead  of 
taking  steps  to  prevent  future  disorders,  the  autho- 
rities did  nothing  beyond  recalling  the  Governor  and, 
a  year  later,  the  Land-Captain  in  whose  district  the 
revolt  had  broken  out.  After  describing  the  agrarian 
troubles  in  various  districts  of  Saratov,  Tambov, 
Penza,  Cherson,  and  Kieff  in  the  follow  ing  two  years, 
M.  Lopukhin  continued  : — 

"The  propaganda  against  the  Government,  which 
until  recently  had  no  success  whatever  among  the 
peasants,  begins  in  many  places  to  exercise  an 
authoritative  influence  over  them.  In  all  the  above- 
mentioned  governments  the  manifestations  of  class- 
hatred  were  the  result  of  revolutionary  propaganda 
which  owed  its  success  to  the  landless  condition  of 
the  rural  inhabitants,  to  their  destitution,  and  to  their 
legal  and  spiritual  degradation,  coupled  with  the 
arbitrary  conduct  or  inaction  of  the  authorities.  In 
face  of  the  defective  conditions  prevalent  in  local  and 
State  life,  the  struggle  against  sedition  by  police 
measures  alone  was  powerless.  The  Government 
redoubled  its  repressive  activities  directing  them 
even  against  these  who  approached  the  trying  pro- 
blem with  the  sincere  desire  of  its  favourable  solution 
in  the  interests  of  the  State.  By  striking  at  the 
friends  of  order,  whose  only  fault  was  the  inde- 
pendence of  their  views,  the  penalties  imposed  bv 
the  Administration  finally  estranged  from  the  Govern- 
ment the  public  which  had  looked  to  it  to  satisfy  its 
wants.  Discontent  laid  hold  of  those  strata  of  society 
which  had  always  been  the  support  of  order  and 
authority.  Owing  to  this  di-content  even  the  most 
terrible  revolutionary  acts  of  the  secret  organisations 
have  ceased  to  evoke  the  least  opposition.  Society 
almost  began  to  approve  of  the  assassination  of  those 
who  personified  in  their  eyes  the  official  indifference 
to  the  most  vital  needs  of  the  State  and  the  people,  as 
well  as  the  domination  of  "force  over  law— a  force 
which  was  only  strong  to  persecute,  but  powerless  to 
create,  and  which  had  begun  to  lose  all  measure  of 
justice.  All  the  public  discontent  was  concentrated 
on  the  wielder  of  that  authority,  the  late  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  who  was  regarded  as  preventing  the 
people  from  seeking  salvation  at  the  footstool  of  the 
Throne. 

"  But  the  revolutionary  movement  went  on  apace, 
in  spite  of  all  the  desperate  efforts  of  the  political 
and  ordinary  police  ;  the  latter  were  only  successful 
here  and  there,  while  the  movement  itself  gained  in 
depth  and  extent  until  it  attained  to  its  fullest  force. 
In  the  last  three  years  six  Terrorist  plots  were  dis- 
covered in  time,  seventy  secret  printing-presses  were 
seized,  and  many  Societies  hostile  to  the  Government 
were  dispersed  ;  but  all  this  did  not  stop  either  the 
criminal  movement  or  its  most  dangerous  variety, 
Terrorism,  which  go  on  developing." 

After  referring  to  the  spread  of  the  revolutionary 
organisation  and  of  political  demonstrations,  M. 
Lopukhin's  report  observed  : — 

"  Excited  by  these  events,  and  practically  sup- 
ported by  the  sympathy  of  society,  as  well  as  by  the 
powerlessness  of  the  Government  to  remove  the  root- 
causes  of  the  political  chaos,  the  mob  is  getting  used 
to  Terrorism,  which  reaches  the  extreme  limit  of 
effrontery  and  daring,  striking  down  officials  high 
and  low." 


At  Warsaw  the  authorities  have  prohibited  a  lec- 
ture on  Peter  Skarga,  the  famous  preacher  of  the 
seventeenth  century. 

The  priest  of  the  village  Shmalykha,  in  the 
Khvalynsk  district,  has  petitioned  the  Zemstvo  to 
assist  the  starving,  among  whom  typhus  is  raging. 
The  destitution  is  such  that  the  peasants  cannot  even 
go  out  to  beg,  as  they  have  no  clothes. 

The  Kuricr  Lubelski  states  that  the  Polish  village 
communities  are  still  being  charged  with  the  land-tax 
imposed  in  1864  in  payment  for  their  allotments, 
though  the  redemption  of  their  holdings  was  com- 
pleted in  1904.  In  such  circumstances  the  peasants 
displayed  but  little  enthusiasm  on  the  occasion  of  the 
jubilee  of  their  emancipation  from  serfdom. 


Darkest  Russia 


A  Weekly  Record  of  the:  Struggle  for  Freedom. 

[Registered  as  a  Newspaper. 


New  Ski; iks.    Vol.  I.,  No.  6.] 


FEBRUARY    7,  1912. 


[One  Penny. 


THE   "DO-NOTHING"  DUMA. 


The  third  Duma  has  entered  on  the  final  stage 
of  its  career.  Born  in  sin,  it  has  led  a  wasteful 
and  a  vicious  life,  and  there  will  be  few  to  shed 
even  a  crocodile  tear  upon  its  grave.  It  has  not 
disappointed  any  expectations.  From  the  circum- 
stances of  its  begetting  the  friends  of  liberty 
were  well  aware  that  it  could  achieve  nothing 
honourable  and  nothing  useful ;  and  the  sworn 
opponents  of  the  Constitution,  the  members  of 
the  Extreme  Right,  who  formerly  would  openly 
declaim  against  the  very  existence  of  a  Duma, 
now  do  not  even  think  it  worth  while  to  pursue 
their  destructive  campaign.  The  country  is 
governed  exactly  as  if  there  were  no  Parliament 
at  all ;  in  fact,  the  abuses  of  administration  have 
become  if  anything  worse  than  they  were  in  the 
days  of  a  naked  autocracy,  because  the  ruling 
authorities  are  able  to  use  this  sham  Assembly 
as  a  cloak  to  cover  up  their  deplorable  excesses. 
By  a  violent  and  illegal  manipulation  of  the  Con- 
stitutional laws  the  Duma  has  been  transformed 
from  a  representative  body  into  a  facile 
creature  of  the  bureaucracy ;  from  a  mouth- 
piece of  national  opinion  into  a  kind  of  gramo- 
phone that  repeats  with  offensive  faithfulness 
the  dicta  of  a  corrupt  officialdom.  It  will  be 
well  to  recall  the  conditions  under  which,  five 
years  ago,  the  present  Duma  came  into  exist- 
ence. The  first  and  second  Dumas  were  elected 
on  a  broad  and  democratic  basis,  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  October  Manifesto. 
Naturally  enough,  they  refused  to  act  as  the 
tool  of  the  Government,  who  quickly  saw  that 
the  existence  of  a  real  Constitution  was  incom- 
patible with  the  continuance  of  the  old  corrupt 
and  oppressive  regime.  And  so,  after  a  brief 
career,  each  Assembly  was  in  turn  dissolved,  and 
over  two  hundred  of  their  members,  after  being 
subjected  to  the  mockery  of  a  trial,  were  thrown 
into  prison.  It  was  clear  to  M.  Stolypin,  the 
then  Premier,  that  this  process  could  not  con- 
tinue indefinitely.  A  coup  d'etat  was  necessary 
to  rob  this  new-born  Parliamentary  institution 
of  its  vital  force.  Without  reference  to  the 
Legislature,  he  promulgated  an  Imperial  decree 
by  which  the  franchise  became  almost  a 
monopoly  of  the  reactionary  landowning  classes, 
and  the  Duma  that  was  elected  in  1907  became 
in  due  course  packed  with  deputies  pledged  to  a 
reactionary  policy. 

In  a  few  weeks'  time  we  shall  have  occasion 
to  review  the  Parliamentary  proceedings  of  the 
whole  five  years,  and  the  miserable  futility  of 
the  third  Duma  will  then  be  shown  in  all  its 
ingloriousness.  Here  we  may  give  a  few  of  the 
more  recent  samples  of  legislation. 

By  way  of  illustrating  at  once  the  inherent 
viciousness  and  the  practical  impotence  of  the 
Duma  nothing  could  serve  our  purpose  better 
than  the  proceedings  in  connection  with  the 
Western  Zemstvos  Bill.  This  measure,  which, 
by  introducing  a  glaringly  unequal  system  of 
national  electoral  colleges  into  the  Western 
Provinces,  restricted  the  rights  of  the  Polish 
elements  and  magnified  those  of  the  Russians, 
was  passed  in  May,  1910,  by  an  Octobrist- 
Nationalist  majority  against  the  sturdy  opposi- 
tion of  the  Left  parties.  When,  at  the  beginning 
of  1911,  it  was  sent  up  to  the  Council  of  State,  it 
was  thrown  out  on  the  initiative  of  MM.  Durnovo 
and  Trepoff,  whose  one  object  was  to  discredit 
the  Premier.  M.  Stolypin  thereupon  tendered 
his  resignation,  but  the  Tsar  refused  to  accept  it. 
Then  came  the    Premier's   great  stroke.  He 


closed  both  Houses  for  th.-ee  days,  and  promul- 
gated the  measure  through  an  Imperial  Ukase, 
relying  upon  a  wholly  unv  arrantable  interpreta- 
tion of  Article  87  of  th ;  Fundamental  Laws. 
The  Duma  could  only  condemn  this  act  of  violence 
to  the  Constitution ;  it  was  powerless  either  to 
prevent  or  to  undo  it.  T  iat  is  how  legislation 
is  effected  in  Russia  in  these  days  of  "repre- 
sentative "  institutions.  We  may  cite  one  or  two 
other  examples  of  the  Duma's  legislative  activity 
during  the  past  year.  There  is  the  Land 
Organisation  Act,  the  effect  of  which  has  been  to 
take  large  numbers  of  peasants  away  from  the 
land  and  drive  them  into  the  towns,  and  which 
has  won  great  unpopularity  and  created  serious 
disturbances  throughout  the  country.  Then 
there  are  the  measures  relating  to  Finland, 
whereby  a  heavy  tax  is  to  be  levied  in  lieu  of 
the  military  service  which  the  Finns  are  only  too 
ready  to  provide,  and  Russians  are  given  equal 
citizen  rights  in  the  Grand  Duchy  with  the 
native  inhabitants.  Thero  are  also  two  highly 
objectionable  Polish  measures — one  by  which  an 
unfair  system  of  local  government  is  introduced 
into  Poland,  and  another  which  provides  for  the 
annexation  of  the  Holm  districts  by  Russia. 
Some  of  these  have  still  jlo  be  carried  to  their 
final  stages ;  and  outside  ;jf  these  the  completed 
achievements  of  Parliam  ent  during  the  past 
twelve  months  have  bef^r  extremely  few  and 
extremely  insignificant. 

Such  is  the  character  of  the  Duma  on  its 
pusi'i-ivc;  side;.  Itidcil  inure  Cuuiii  ue  vvruieii  ui 
its  negative  qualities.  Although  abuses  and 
inequalities  are  notoriously  rife  all  over  Russia, 
it  has  carried  into  law  not  a  single  measure  of 
real  reform.  Where  the  Octobrists,  the  so-called 
Centre  party,  have  lent  their  support  to  any 
enlightened  proposal,  they  have  done  so  with  the 
knowledge  that  it  would  inevitably  be  rejected 
by  the  Council  of  State.  The  reactionary  com- 
position of  the  Upper  Chamber,  indeed,  renders 
any  attempt  at  humane  legislation  a  pitiful  farce. 
In  the  Duma  a  most  illiberal  and  oppressive 
spirit  has  further  been  displayed  when  inter- 
pellations on  the  Okhraua  and  ether  public 
scandals  have  been  introduced  ;  in  nearly  every 
case  their  discussion  has  either  been  stifled, 
with  the  consent  of  the  House,  or  been  relegated 
to- a  sitting  held  behind  closed  doors.  The  sub- 
servient majority  has  even  g-one  the  length  of 
publicly  approving  the  Government's  miserably 
inadequate  measures  for  coping  with  the 
famine.  But  it  is  needless  to  add  further  to  this 
unsavoury  pile  of  facts.  The  Duma,  in  its  present 
aspect,  has  changed  nothing  in  the  political  life 
of  Russia.  The  Committee  of  Ministers  is  the 
real  Legislature,  and  under  the  third  Duma  the 
old  vice  of  the  pre-reform  days,  by  which  the 
legislative  and  administrative  powers  were  con- 
centrated in  the  same  hands,  has  been  revived. 
As  we  have  seen,  even  the  pretence  of  Parliament 
is  not  always  observed,  and  government  by  ukase 
and  circular  is  not  only  a  possible  but  a  custo- 
mary weapon  in  the  hands  of  the  authorities. 
This  is  a  "do-nothing  "  Duma  with  a  vengeance. 
It  is  possible  that,  for  appearance'  sake,  the  Octo- 
brists may  affect  some  display  of  beneficent 
activity  between  now  and  the  middle  of  May, 
when  the  new  electoral  campaign  opens.  But, 
what  with  the  Budget  and  the  existing  arrears 
of  illiberal  legislation,  there  will  be  no  oppor- 
tunity at  this  eleventh  hour  for  more  than  a 
make-believe  of  public-spirited  solicitude,  and 
the  third  Duma  majority,  or  such  members  of  it 
as  are  seeking  re-election,  will  have  to  go  to  the 
country  empty-handed.  However,  Stolypin's 
violation  of  the  electoral  laws  still  holds  good, 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  fourth 
Duma  will  be  in  any  way  an  improvement  on  its 
predecessor. 


RITUAL    MURDER"  CHARGE. 


Sensational    Revelations  Made 
Yuschinsky  Case. 


in 


the 


THE   REAL  CRIMINALS. 


We  have  received  the  following  telegrams  from  St. 
Petersburg,  via  Berlin  :  — 

February  ist. 
A  well-known  journalist,  M.  Stepan  Brushkovsky, 
has  collected  privately  a.whole  mass  of  fresh  material 
with  regard  to  the  famous  Yuschinsky  case,  in  which 
a  charge  of  "ritual  murder"  has  been  levelled 
against  the  Jews  of  Kieff,  and  some  sensational 
revelations  are  made  by  him.  According  to  his 
information,  the  murder,  which  has  thrown  Kieff  into 
a  commotion  for  nearly  a  year,  was  actually  the  work 
of  a  notorious  gang  of  criminals  under  the  leader- 
ship of  one  Mine,  a  French  subject  settled  in  Russia, 
and  the  victim's  relatives.  The  removal  of  Yuschinsky 
became  necessary  for  his  family,  as  will  as  for  Mifle 
and  his  accomplices,  on  account  of  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  their  criminal  activity,  about  which  he 
was  continually  talking.  Two  members  of  the 
criminal  gang — Mine's  former  mistress,  Tshebyrya- 
kova,  and  a  joiner  named  Petroff — have  given  impor- 
tant evidence,  which  has  been  verified  in  various 
ways. 

To-day  M.  Brushkovsky  communicated  these  facts 
to  the  othce  cf  the  Public  Prosecutor,  and  demanded 
the  examination  of  the  witnesses  Tshebyryakova  and 
Petroff.  The  Assistant-Prosecutors  refused,  how- 
ever, to  examine  the  witnesses  who  accompanied 
him,  and  whose  evidence  for  the  first  time  sheds 
light  upon  the  dark  incidents  of  the  murder.  They 
justified  their  illegal  refusal  by  the  absence  of  the 
Public  Prosecutor,  who  had  left  for  St.  Petersburg 
in  connection  with  the  Yuschinsky  case.  Their  atti- 
tude is  all  the  more  extraordinary  since  the  Yus- 
chinsky case  is  to  be  discussed  this  very  week  in  the 
Council  of  Ministers,  and  the  result  of  the  Cabinet's 
deliberations  is  to  be  reported  to  a  still  higher  autho- 
rity. 

Among  both  the  Jewish  and  the  Christian  popula- 
tion at  Kieff  the  utmost  excitement  prevails. 


February  2nd. 

The  revelations  outlined  in  my  telegram  of  yester- 
day are  filling  whole  columns  of  the  papers.  Yielding 
to  the  pressure  of  public  opinion,  the  Public  Prose- 
cutor's Department  has  at  last  given  way,  and  late  on 
Wednesday  evening  decided  that  the  evidence 
collected  by  M.  Brushkovsky  should  be  taken  before 
the  special  police. 

When  summoned  before  the  Special  Police  Depart- 
ment, M.  Brushkovsky  demanded  the  presence  of  a 
representative  of  the  Public  Prosecutor,  whereupon 
the  Assistant-Public  Prosecutor,  Lashkaryoff,  attended 
the  proceedings.  In  an  examination  that  lasted  five 
hours  he  repeated  his  evidence,  and  promised  further 
explanatory  details.  The  witnesses  cited  by  him 
fully  confirmed  his  statements.  The  important 
points  of  the  revelations  are  the  following  : — 

Shortly  before  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky,  the 
joiner  Petroff  noticed  Mifle  attaching  a  ring  to  an 
awl.  After  the  murder  two  boys,  Tshebyryakoff 
(who  was  subsequently  mysteriously  murdered)  and 
Sarutsky,  found  this  awl  dripping  with  blood.  At 
the  same  time  they  discovered,  close  to  the  cave  where 
the  body  of  Yuschinsky  was  lying,  a  peculiar  file. 
Thereupon  Mifle,  whose  suspicions  were  aroused, 
excitedly  gave  orders  that  these  incriminating  articles 
should  be  thrown  into  the  cesspool. 

Yesterday  (Thursday)  this  evidence  was  confirmedi 
before  the  Assistant  Public  Prosecutor  by  the  woman 
Tshebyryakova  and  Sarutsky.  At  the  same  time  the 
former  made  mention  of  secret  meetings  between 
Mifle  and  his   companions   Nejinsky,  Prichodko, 
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Nazarcnko,  and  others,  both  before  and  after  the 
crime.  She  declared  that  they  made  incisions  on  the 
hands  of  the  victim,  and  took  a  bloody  oath  to  keep 
the  secret  of  their  conspiracy.  Miile  repeatedly 
expressed  the  belief  in  front  of  Petroff  that 
Tshebryakova  would  be  his  ruin,  and  plotted  against 
her  life. 

It  was  further  stated  that  the  gang  of  criminals 
tried  to  divert  suspicion  by  spreading  a  rumour  of 
ritual  murder. 


HISTORY   OF   THE  CASE. 

In  April  of  last  year  Russian  Jewry  was  agitated 
by  a  report,  to  which  prominence  was  given  by  the 
Novoe  Vremya,  that  a  Christian  bov  named  Yus- 
chinsky  had  been  murdered  at  Kieff  by  Jews,  who 
wished  to  use  his  blood  for  ritual  purposes  in  con- 
nection with  the  Passover  celebrations.  This  vile 
calumny  against  the  Jewish  faith,  which  has  obtained 
currency  for  centuries  in  the  most  ignorant  or 
prejudiced  quarters,  has  often  been  employed  in 
Russia  as  an  excuse  for  the  most  savage  excesses  of 
the  "  Black  Hundred  "  gangs.  Without  the  slightest 
shred  of  evidence  to  support  the  accusation,  the 
No'i'oc  Vremya  and  other  anti-Semitic  organs  made 
the  wildest  statements  against  the  Jews  of  Kieff, 
which  were  echoed  in  all  the  most  reactionary 
quarters.  Officially,  however,  no  heed  was  paid  to 
this  slanderous  campaign,  and  the  murder  remained 
a  mystery  until,  in  July,  the  detectives  who  had  been 
investigating  the  affair  arrested  the  stepfather  and 
other  relatives  of  Yuschinsky,  together  with  several 
members  of  a  criminal  gang  to  which  it  was  proved 
they  belonged.  It  was  made  clear  that  these  people 
had  serious  reasons  for  wishing  to  get  rid  of  the  boy, 
but  a  strenuous  agitation  carried  on  by  the  "  Real 
Russians  "  procured  their  release,  and  a  new  inquiry 
into  the  case  was  ordered. 

A   J ew  A  rrested. 

The  result  was  that  some  weeks  later  a  Jew  named 
Beilis  was  arrested  by  the  Okhrana,  or  secret  police, 
who  gave  no  reason  for  their  action.  In  spite  of  all 
their  efforts,  they  were  unable  to  find  any  grounds 
for  connecting  Beilis  with  the  crime,  and  he  was 
released  from  custody.  Shortly  afterwards,  however, 
he  was  re-arrested,  and  since  last  August  he  has 
been  kept  in  prison,  while  the  authorities  have  been 
doing  their  best  10  establish  some  evidence  against 
him.  Since  his  imprisonment  Beilis  has  not  been 
allowed  to  communicate  with  his  relatives,  and  the 
examining  magistrate  has  displayed  the  utmost  par- 
tiality against  him  ;  in  official  circles,  too,  efforts 
have  been  made  to  characterise  the  charge  against 
Beilis  as  one  of  "  ritual  murder."  The  accused  has 
not  yet  been  placed  on  trial,  and  it  is  evident  that 
there  is  not  a  vestige  of  proof  against  him.  The 
Public  Prosecutor  has  just  left  Kieff  for  St.  Peters- 
burg, where  he  is  to  present  his  report  on  the  case 
to  the  Minister  of  Justice. 

In  Russian  Liberal  and  intellectual  circles  the 
Yuschinsky  affair  has  evoked  the  warmest  expres- 
sions of  indignation  against  the  anti-Jewish  libels 
that  have  been  circulated.  In  December  a  large 
number  of  Russian  litterateurs,  Duma  members,  and 
other  eminent  men  signed  a  protest  denying  the 
accusation,  and  appealing  to  their  countrymen  to 
stamp  out  the  dark  libel,  which  has  caused  the  death 
of  many  innocent  people. 


It  is  stated  that  the  official  charge  against  Beilis, 
which  has  only  recently  been  formulated,  definitely 
characterises  the  act  as  a  "  ritual  murder." 

At  St.  Petersburg  it  is  rumoured  that  the  Public 
Prosecutor  is  about  to  return  to  Kieff  for  the  purpose 
of  deciding  whether  a  new  inquiry  is  to  be  instituted 
as  the  result  of  the  revelations  outlined  above. 


CLOSED    DOORS    IN   THE  DUMA. 

The  Interpellation  Committee  of  the  Duma 
resolved,  on  the  demand  of  MM.  Gololoboff  and 
Purishkevitch,  to  discuss  the  interpellation  on  the 
deportation  and  imprisonment  of  the  Deputies  of  the 
second  Duma  behind  closed  doors.  The  Social- 
Democratic  interpellation  was  rejected,  with  hardly 
any  discussion. 


The  Governor-General  of  Finland  has  ordered  the 
inscriptions  of  the  names  of  the  streets  to  be  altered 
in  such  a  way  that  the  Russian  inscription  precedes 
the  Finnish  name.  It  is  stated  that  policemen  are  to 
receive  the  Russian  uniform,  and  that  cabmen  will 
have  to  wear  the  Russian  costume,  as  they  had  to 
do  under  the  rule  of  General  Bobrikoff. 

The  Minister  of  Justice  has  dismissed  the  oldest 
Judge  of  the  Tomsk  Circuit  Court,  M.  Shabliovsky, 
who  had  served  twenty-six  years  in  a  judicial  capa- 
city, on  the  ground  that  in  1906  he  signed  the 
minutes  of  the  local  Law  Society  advocating  the 
necessity  of  extending  the  Zemstvo  system  to 
Siberia. 
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RUSSIA'S  FINANCES. 


A  True  Account  of  the  Economic 
Instability  of  the  Empire. 

COMING   NAVY  LOAN. 


[From  Our  Own-  Corresi'ondext.] 

St.  Petersburg,  February  3rd. 

The  general  survey  of  Russia's  economic  position 
presented  in  the  opening  article  of  Darkest  Russia 
for  the  31st  ult.  is  fully  borne  out  by  the  detailed 
facts  which  I  am  now  able  to  place  before  the 
British  public. 

When,  thanksto  the  accidentof  twosuccessive  good 
harvests,  as  com  pared  to  former  vears,  an  improvement 
in  credit  took  place,  influential  financial  and  industrial 
circles  began  to  look  out  for  means  of  attracting 
foreign  capital  to  Russia.  The  task  was  not  an  easy 
one,  as  foreign  capitalists,  especially  Belgian  and 
French,  had  already  undergone  a  bad  experience  in 
Russia.  Circumstances  of  an  almost  exclusively 
political  character  have  undermined,  since  1900,  the 
foundations  of  Russian  national  economy.  The 
Frenchmen  and  Belgians,  who,  in  their  ignorance 
of  the  true  conditions  of  Russia,  had  sunk  over  a 
milliard  and  a  half  in  mining  concerns,  chiefly  in 
the  iron  and  coal  industry,  had  to  pay  dearly  for  their 
experience.  Industrial  conditions  were  so  gloomy 
for  a  whole  decade  that,  out  of  the  sixty-five  iron 
concerns  which  existed  in  South  Russia,  twenty-three 
had  to  wind  up  by  1909.  In  other  words,  over  35  per 
cent,  could  not  survive,  in  spite  of  their  considerable 
financial  resources,  the  economic  crisis  which  had 
become  chronic  in  Russia.  The  remaining  concerns 
either  came  into  the  hands  of  the  receiver  or  carried 
on  a  pitiful  existence.  Things  did  not,  nor  do  they 
yet,  look  any  better  in  the  South  Russian  coal 
industry,  whose  prospects  are  far  from  rosy, 
in  spite  of  the  present  talk  of  official  and  semi- 
official organs  about  so-called  "  booms."  According 
to  the  latest  statistical  data  of  the  Council  of  South 
Russian  Coal  Producers,  the  dividends  for  the  busi- 
ness year  1910-11  amounted  on  an  average  to  1  per 
cent,  of  the  capital  invested,  which  cannot  be  con- 
sidered high  after  the  losses  sustained  for  ten  years 
running. 

Seeking   Money  from  England. 

In  such  circumstances  it  was  clear  that  Frenchmen 
and  Belgians  would  no  lonJ*ei  invest  their  capital  in 
Russian  industrial  enterprises  of  a  permanent  cha- 
racter. An  influx  of  German  capital  was  out  of  the 
question,  for,  apart  from  other  weighty  reasons, 
German  industr}'  is  itself  partly  in  need  of  foreign 
capital.  It  was  therefore  natural  to  think  in  the  first 
place  of  England.  .It  is  true  that  the  English  had 
also  had  a  bad  time  in  Russia.  In  1900  English 
capital  began  to  flow  into  the  Russian  gold  industry. 
In  the  course  of  a  few  years  twenty-five  English 
gold-mining  companies  were  hastily  founded  with  a 
nominal  capital  of  88  million  roubles,  out  of  which 
61,800,000  roubles  were  paid  up.  Of  these  twenty- 
five  companies  the  Lena  Gold  Mining  Co.  alone  has 
managed  to  pay  any  dividend.  Of  the  other  twenty- 
four  companies  some  work  at  a  loss,  while  the 
remainder  are  struggling  to  close  up  their  annual 
balance-sheet  without  any  loss  or  profit. 

The   "  Constitutional "  Bait. 

Such  experiences  were  not  calculated  to  entice 
English  capitalists  into  Russia.  Still  the  losses,  and 
consequently  the  disappointments,  of  the  English 
did  not  equal  those  of  the  French  and  the  Belgians. 
This  time  the  appearance  of  a  Constitution  was  used 
as  a  bait  for  the  English.  An  endeavour  has  been 
made  to  persuade  the  English  that  there  is  now  in 
Russia  that  favourable  political  soil  which  renders 
possible  a  healthy  development  of  national  economy. 
This  bait  has  indeed  taken  some  effect.  During  the 
last  two  years  the  English  have  put  more  than 
another  40  million  roubles  into  Russian  fancy  enter- 
prises— for  example,  in  Maikops,  out  of  which, 
according  to  the  Times,  only  11,256,000  roubles,  or  27 
per  cent,  of  the  paid-up  capital,  may  be  considered 
as  saved.  The  Maikop  business  has  afforded  the 
English  an  opportunity  of  acquainting  themselves 
with  the  insecure  and  oscillating  policy  of  the 
Government  in  the  matter  of  economy.  At  the  very 
time  when,  for  good  reasons,  Russian  industrial 
circles  were  awaiting  with  a  natural  impatience  the 
influx  of  English  capital,  the  present  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Industry,  M.  Timasheff,  brought  before 
the  Council  of  Ministers  his  ill-advised  scheme  for 
limiting  the  formation  of  English  companies.  For 
purely  nationalist  reasons,  the  scheme  of  Tima- 
sheff, who  at  the  time  gained  for  it  the  sympathy  of 
the  late  M.  Stolypin,  was  about  to  check  the  Influx  of 
English  capital. 

This  episode  may  have  convinced  practical  Eng- 
lishmen that  the  whole  policy  of  Russian  national 
economy  was  built  on  sand.  But  official  endeavours 
are  being  made  to  obliterate  the  earlier  unfavourable 
impressions  of  the  English  amid  the  excitement  of 


feasting.  The  Russian  Government  IS  quietly  making 
plans  to  approach  the  international  money-market 
shortly  for  a  large  loan  to  be  devoted  to  the  rcor- 
ganisation  and  development  of  the  Navy,  and  for  this 
purpose  the  minds  of  the  intended  creditors  must  be 
prepared.  The  paid  Crown  journalists  and  writers 
are  labouring  in  the  sweat  of  their  brow  to  describe 
in  various  European  languages,  and  in  the  most 
attractive  manner,  the  present  position  of  the  finance- 
of  the  Russian  State  and  the  general  economic  situa- 
tion. Nor  have  they  failed  in  misleading  public 
opinion  in  Europe.  It  is  therefore  opportune  and 
timely  to  give,  though  for  the  present  only  in  bare 
outline,  a  mntter-of-fact  and  truthful  picture  of  the 
real  economic  position  of  Russia.  First  of  a'l  a  few 
words  on  the  finances  of  the  State. 

The   Secret  of  the   "  Free  Balance/" 

In  the  report  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  on  the 
projected  Budget  for  1912  the  fact  is  cited,  as  the 
most  striking  proof  of  the  splendid  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  Russian  State,  that  on  January  14th, 
1912,  the  "free  balance"  in  the  Imperial  Treasury 
would  amount  to  at  least  425,000,000  roubles 
(^42, 500,000).  But  the  report  does  not  mention  the 
source  of  what  in  the  circumstances  must  be 
regarded  as  a  really  extraordinary  amount  of  cash. 
The  veil  has  been  partly  lifted  by  Deputy  Shingareff, 
who  has  pointed  out  that  for  the  most  part  that  "free 
balance''  is  formed  out  of  the  loans  of  1908  and  1909, 
which  have  not  been  entirely  used  for  their  respec- 
tive purposes.  This  much-lauded  "free  balance,' 
to  which  so  many  hymns  of  praise  have  been  dedi- 
cated, and  which  is  supposed  to  be  a  proof  of  the 
splendid  success  of  Russian  financial  economy, 
merely  represents  the  balance  of  the  unused  loans. 

That  a  balance  has  remained  at  all  in  the  Exchequer 
is  due  solely  to  the  succession  of  two  splendid  harvests, 
which  have  obviated  a  larger  expenditure.  But 
harvests,  especially  in  Russia,  are  capricious  and 
inconstant.  The  Russian  Government  is  so  busy  with 
most  ingenious  plans  and  experiments  of  repression, 
with  elaborating  most  incredible  exceptional  laws 
and  restrictions — which,  by  the  way,  absorb  enor- 
mous amounts  of  money — that  it  finds  no  time  to 
take  the  most  elementary  steps  for  improving  agri- 
culture. 

Even  in  the  lucky  harvest  of  1910  a  dessiatin 
(about  i\  acres)  yielded  49  2  poods  of  wheat,  5i-6 
of  rye,  58-6  of  barley,  and  53-3  of  oats  ;  whereas  in 
neighbouring  Germany  in  the  same  year  a  dessiatin 
yielded  iii-4  poods  of  wheat,  95-2  of  rye,  103*6  of 
barley,  and  103-0  of  oats.  Apart  from  this,  owing  to 
the  entire  absence  of  elevators  and  silos,  the  best 
Russian  harvests  are  exported  at  almost  nominal 
prices.  For  the  most  primitive  economic  purposes 
the  Russian  Government  has  no  available  means. 
A   Huge   Public  Debt. 

According  to  official  data,  the  public  debt  has 
risen  since  1903  from  6,392  million  roubles  (over  639 
millions  sterling)  to  9,030  million  roubles — ihat  is,  by 
2.638  million  roubles,  which  nearly  equals  the  Russian 
annual  Budget.  The  interest  on  it  alone  is  put  down 
in  the  Budget  estimates  for  1912  at  404-5  million 
roubles,  while  this  enormous  debt,  which  burdens 
the  Russian  Budget  so  heavily,  has  been  spent  on 
unproductive  purposes  as  far  as  civilisation  is 
concerned. 

Nor  does  a  review  of  the  present  conditions  of 
trade  and  industry  present  a  more  favourable  picture. 
In  the  above-mentioned  report  of  the  Minister  of 
Finance,  who  surely  cannot  be  reproached  with 
pessimism,  one  reads  these  words  : — "The  results  of 
the  Nijni  Fair  in  1911  proved  less  favourable  than 
in  the  preceding  year  ;  the  harvest  failures  in  the 
Lo  wer  and  Middle  Volga  regions,  is  well  as  in 
Western  Siberia,  have  exerted  an  influence  on  it- 
returns.  The  sale  of  ready-made  articles  was,  apart 
from  a  few  exceptions,  slack  and  unprofitable, 
especially  in  cotton  and  woollen  articles.  In  spite 
of  all  kinds  of  facilities,  the  returns  for  these  goods 
at  the  Fair  of  191 1  were  30  per  cent,  lower  than  the 
average  returns  of  recent  years.  A  somewhat  less 
considerable  diminution  of  returns  (25  per  cent, 
lower  than  in  the  preceding  year)  was  shown  by  the 
trade  in  woollen  stuffs  and  cloth." 

Economic  Misery. 

This  report  was  drawn  up  in  September,  ion. 
Two  months  later  news  arrived  from  the  most  distant 
parts  of  the  vast  Empire  announcing  an  appalling 
decrease  in  the  purchasing  power  of  the  population, 
which  was  impoverished  by  the  harvest  failure. 
This  news  was  so  alarming' that  the  organ  of  the 
Ministry  of  Finance,  the  Torgovo-Promyshlennaya 
Gazella,  found  it  necessary  to  start  an  inquiry  on  the 
spot  through  the  medium  of  its  large  network  of 
local  correspondents,  who  could  only  confirm  the 
facts.  They  had  to  report  in  particular  wholesale 
insolvencies  in  textiles  and  leather  goods.  With  all 
their  limitations  in  production  and  prices,  both  large 
and  small  traders  were  unable  to  get  rid  of  their 
produce  and  wares.  This  fact  squeezed  prices  still 
more,  and  no  way  out  of  the  difficult'  could  be  found. 

So  far  from  any  amelioration  having  set  in  with 
the  year  191 2.  all  the  present  indications  point  to  an 
aggravation  of  the  position. 
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NOTES. 


The  Visit  and  its  Fruits. 

We  cannot  imagine  what  good  or  useful  pur- 
pose has  been  served  by  the  British  visit  to 
Russia — unless  it  be  the  presentation  of  an 
object-lesson  in  international  politeness.  Some 
thirty  British  gentlemen,  worthy  men,  no 
doubt,  but  in  no  sense  representative  of  the 
nation,  have  been  thoroughly  well  feasted,  and 
have  been  shown  certain  phases  of  Russian  life. 
But,  as  far  as  the  things  that  matter  are  con- 
cerned, they  quit  Russia  no  wiser  than  they  were 
before  they  set  foot  in  St.  Petersburg.  Nor  can 
it  be  said  that  the  visit  has  served  to  weld  a 
bond  of  friendship  between  the  two  peoples.  In 
the  hearts  of  the  great  mass  of  Englishmen  the 
sentiments  expressed  with  such  effusion  at 
the  festive  Russian  board  have  evoked  no 
responsive  echo,  and  cannot  be  expected 
to  do  so  as  long  as  Russia  remains  the 
home  of  oppressiou.  It  may  be,  of  course,  that 
our  ally  will  reap  the  harvest  she  desires  in  the 
form  of  an  influx  of  British  capital,  and  in  this 
connection  the  reports  which  a  certain  section  of 
the  visitors  bring  home  will  carry  some  weight 
with  their  countrymen.  But  it  is  much  to  be 
hoped  that  they  Will  not  let  their  judgment  be 
outweighed  by  a  sense  of  gratitude  for  the 
expensive  hospitality  with  which  they  have 
been  entertained,  and  that  when  the  enthusiasm 
and  the  champagne  have  both  spent  their  super- 
fluous force  they  will  come  face  to  face  with  the 
facts  of  the  situation.  It  is,  indeed,  on  facts 
and  not  on  sentiments  that  public  opinion  with 
regard  to  Russia  needs  to  be  fed. 

A  Plain  Tale. 

The  plain  statement  of  facts  made  by  Mr. 
Shuster  at  the  dinner  given  in  his  honour  by 
the  Persia  Committee  is  unanswerable,  and  the 
attempts  at  reply  made  by  the  Times  and  one  or 
two  other  papers  have  been  futile  in  the  extreme. 
Practically  the  only  point  to  be  made  by  those 
who  uphold  his  dismissal  is  that  he  neglected  to 
consider  the  "  special  interests "  of  the  two 
Powers  most  concerned  in  the  administration  of 
Persia.  But  whence  was  he  to  derive  any 
inkling  of  what  those  "  special  interests  "  were  ? 
Were  they  to  be  found  in  any  published  docu- 
ment, or  were  they  communicated  in  any  form 
whatever  to  Mr.  Shuster  ?  How  ludicrous  this 
position  becomes  is  made  especially  clear  when 
the  case  of  Major  Stokes  is  examined,  for  nothing- 
is  more  certain  than  that  the  British  Foreign 
Office  itself  was  not  aware  that  the  appointment 
of  Englishmen  to  posts  in  Northern  Persia  was  a 
violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Anglo-Russian 
Convention  until  some  time  after  it  had  sanc- 
tioned this  particular  nomination.  The  fact 
is  that  the  Russian  Government  saw  that  Mr. 
Shuster  was  determined  to  effect  an  honest 
and  thorough  reform  in  the  administration  of 
Persia's  affairs,  and  this  did  not  suit  its  book. 
But  how  our  own  Government  could  have  allowed 
itself  to  be  browbeaten  by  Russia  to  the  extent 
of  sanctioning  the  demand  for  the  removal  of  a 
Treasurer- General  who  had  brought  Persian 
finances  within  sight  of  salvation — this  is  still  a 
profound  and  an  irritating  mystery. 


Towards  Partition. 

Now  there  are  rumours  that  the  two  Powers 
have  already  agreed  upon  a  Protectorate  scheme. 
Of  course,  at  this  stage,  these  rumours  are  denied, 
but  it  may  well  be  doubted  if  they  are  not  at  the 
most  merely  premature.  The  very  critical 
position  in  which  Persia  is  now  standing  is 
clearly  brought  out  in  a  leading  article  published 
in  the  Westminster  Gazette  last  Thursday,  where 
we  read  the  following : — 

''■  Both  of  us  [Great  Britain  and  Russia]  stand 
pledged  not  to  annex  the  country  or  to  extin- 
guish her  independent  government,  but  the 
drift  of  events  may  carry  either  or  both  of  us  on 
to  the  end  which  we  disavow,  if  her  internal 
government  cannot  be  established  on  a  firm 
foundation." 

But  Persia's  internal  government  will  never  be 
established  on  a  firm  foundation  until  pressure 
is  brought  to  bear  upon  Russia  to  cease  her 
provocative  actions,  and  to  recognise  that  the 
country  is  to  be  administered  primarily  in 
Persia's  own  interest,  and  not  in  that  of  the 
Russian  Empire. 

Financial  Quicksands. 


The  "  Blood"  Accusation. 

Important  telegrams  have  reached  us  from  St. 
Petersburg  relating  to  the  Yuschinsky  case,  in 
which,  it  will  be  remembered,  a  Jew  named 
Beilis  is  accused  of  having  murdered  a  Christian 
boy  and  used  his  blood  for  ritual  purposes.  At 
every  celebration  of  the  Jewish  Passover  festival 
this  atrocious  charge,  which  has  survived  from 
the  Middle  Ages,  is  revived  in  some  form  or 
other  by  the  Russian  champions  of  Jew-baiting ; 
and  on  the  last  occasion,  after  hanging  fire  for  a 
time,  it  managed  to  score  something  of  a  success. 
We  shall  take  another  opportunity  to  deal  with 
the  general  subject  of  the  "  blood  libel,"  and 
confine  ourselves  for  the  present  to  the  out- 
standing features  of  the  case  against  Beilis. 
It  is  significant  that,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  as 
soon  as  the  murder  was  discovered  the  Noi-oe 
Vrernya  and  other  organs  declared  the  crime  to 
have  been  carried  out  by  the  Jews  of  Kieff  for 
ceremonial  purposes,  very  shortly  afterwards 
the  detectives  engaged  on  the  case  discovered 
evidence  which  pointed  to  the  guilt  of  the 
murdered  boy's  stepfather  and  certain  accom- 
plices. The  latter  were  arrested,  only  to  be 
released  in  consequence  of  a  violent  agitation 
carried  on  by  the  "  Real  Russians,"  who  were 
determined  not  to  be  baulked  of  their  prey. 


The  article  on  Russian  finance  which  we 
publish  this  week  from  the  pen  of  our  St.  Peters- 
burg correspondent  dots  the  i's  and  crosses  the 
t's  of  the  observations  we  made  on  the  subject  in 
our  last  issue.  The  warning  we  gave  to  British 
investors  not  to  allow  themselves  to  be  caught  in 
the  quicksands  of  Russian  enterprises  is  empha- 
tically endorsed,  and  details  are  given  which 
establish  its  authority  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt.  Some  of  our  countrymen  have  already 
learnt  the  lesson  conveyed  by  a  very  bitter  expe- 
rience, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  process  of 
disillusionment  will  not  involve  Great  Britain  in 
financial  disaster's  approaching  in  magnitude 
those  suffered  a  few  years  ago  by  French  and 
Belgian  investors.  On  the  subject  of  State 
fmn nee  our  correspondent  lias  some  particularly 
interesting  things  to  say.  It  is  just  as  well  to 
know  that  the  huge  "  free  balance,"  of  which  the 
Russian  Treasury  is  continually  boasting,  and 
which  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  was 
declared  to  amount  to  over  42  millions  sterling, 
is  composed  for  the  most  part  of  those  portions 
of  the  loans  of  1908  and  1909  which  have  not 
been  used  for  their  earmarked  purposes.  And  it 
is  as  well  to  remember  that,  while  this  enormous 
balance  is  said  to  be  lying  in  the  Imperial 
coffers,  millions  of  Russian  peasants  are  starving, 
and  the  Government  is  taking-  no  adequate  steps 
to  relieve  their  sufferings. 


The  Burden  of  Debt. 

The  Public  Debt  has  now  reached  the  figure  of 
903  millions  sterling,  having  been  increased  by 
over  263  millions  in  less  than  a  decade,  and  the 
interest  on  it  is  pat  down  in  the  1912  Estimates 
at  over  40  millions.  From  these  enormous  bor- 
rowings the  country  at  large  has  reaped  no  real 
benefit,  and,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  basis  of 
Russian  prosperity  is  the  harvest,  nothing  has 
been  or  is  being  done  to  effect  even  the  most 
elementary  improvements  in  agriculture.  Now, 
we  are  given  to  understand,  the  burden  of  debt 
is  to  be  still  further  increased  by  an  impending 
Navy  Loan,  and  one  may  well  be  tempted  to 
surmise  that  the  British  visit  was  intended  on 
the  part  of  the  Russian  Government  to  prepare 
the  soil  for  its  favourable  reception  in  this 
country.  As  a  final  warning  to  would-be 
investors  in  Russian  industrials,  our  corre- 
spondent points  to  the  appalling  decrease  in  the 
purchasing  power  of  the  population,  which  has 
imposed  severe  limits  on  production  and  on 
prices,  and  has  been  responsible  for  innumerable 
bankruptcies.  And  "  all  the  present  indications 
point  to  an  aggravation  of  the  position."  What 
a  commentary  on  the  golden  professions  of  the 
Russian  Government  and  its  English  trumpeters  ! 


The  Victim  and  the  Police. 

Then  the  Jew  Beilis  was  arrested  by  the 
unscrupulous  agents  of  the  Okhrana.  There  was 
no  evidence  against  him,  and  for  months  he 
actually  lay  in  prison  without  any  definite  charge 
being  formulated  against  him,  and  without  being 
allowed  to  communicate  with  his  friends.  Quite 
recently  an  official  accusation  of  "  ritual  murder  " 
was  prepared,  but  in  the  light  of  the  striking 
revelations,  of  which  the  Public  Prosecutor  has 
been  compelled  to  take  cognisance,  it  is  difficult 
to  see  how  the  charge  can  be  proceeded  with. 
The  new  evidence,  if  substantiated,  points  to  the 
guilt  of  the  parties  who  were  originally  connected 
with  the  crime,  and  a  very  clear  motive  is 
assigned  for  its  perpetration.  It  is  stated  that 
the  Public  Prosecutor,  who  before  the  dis- 
closures was  about  to  report  on  the  case  to  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  has  gone  to  Kieff  with  the 
object  of  holding  a  new  inquiry.  In  spite  of  the 
crookedness  of  Russian  justice,  we  believe  that 
Beilis  must  be  released.  That  the  actual  murderers 
will  be  brought  to  trial,  however,  cannot  be  pro- 
phesied with  any  degree  of  confidence. 


Bishop  Hermogen. 

The  notorious  Bishop  Hermogen  has  been 
deprived  of  his  diocese,  and  his  removal  occa- 
sions us  the  very  minimum  of  regret.  As  long- 
as  he  confined  his  activity  to  organising  cam- 
paigns and  pogroms  against  the  "  intellec- 
tuals "  and  the  Jews  the  Holy  Synod  bestowed 
its  blessing  upon  his  labours,  but  when  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  citadel  of  eccle- 
siasticism  itself  he  enjoyed  a  short  shrift.  His 
career  has  been  marked  by  several  highly 
unpleasant  episodes.  He  signalised  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  bishopric  of  Saratov  in  1903  by  dis- 
missing the  village  priests  and  replacing  them 
by  his  favourites,  waging  war  on  the  Zemstvo 
schools,  and  driving  several  pupils  in  the  local 
clerical  seminary  to  commit  suicide  in  conse- 
quence of  the  harsh  regime  instituted  under  his 
direction.  In  the  pulpit  he  selected  Tolstoy  and 
Darwin  as  special  objects  of  his  invective,  while 
he  declaimed  vehemently  against  the  reforms 
embodied  in  the  October  Manifesto,  and  parti- 
cularly against  the  ukase  on  liberty  of  con- 
science. A  few  days  after  the  proclamation  of 
the  Manifesto  a  pogrom  was  organised  in  the 
court  of  the  Bishop's  own  residence.  On  the 
dissolution  of  the  first  Duma  he  enjoined  his 
clergy  to  celebrate  a  Te  Deum  of  thanksgiving, 
but  more  recently  he  has  indulged  in  attacks  on 
the  bureaucracy  itself.  Our  readers  wTill  remem- 
ber his  demand  for  a  wholesale  excommunication 
of  literary  men,  and  in  this  connection  he  appears 
to  have  charged  the  Holy  Synod  with  heresy, 
and  so  aroused  the  resentment  of  the  ecclesi- 
astical authorities.  It  only  needs  to  be  added 
that  the  Novoe  Vremt/a  is  vigorously  taking  the 
ex-Bishop's  part,  and  making  of  him  a  popular 
hero. 


THE    VISIT-AND  AFTER. 

Sidelights     on    the  Anglo-Russian 
Fraternity. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  February  3rd. 
We  are  just  emerging  from  a  whirl  of  festivities — 
receptions,  banquets,  gorgeous  spectacles,  and  enter- 
tainments afforded  to  our  English  visitors.  Where- 
ever  they  went  they  were  clasped  in  the  fervent 
embraces  of  their  hosts,  plied  with  barrels  of  cham- 
pagne and  mountains  of  caviare,  and  gratified  by  the 
display  of  stacks  of  flowers.  Russia  must  be  reflected 
in  their  minds  as  the  happy  country  in  which  every- 
body drinks  champagne  and  eats  caviare  with  every 
meal ;  in  which  endless  speeches  tilled  with  a  burn- 
ing love  for  England — and  especially  English 
capital— are  being  constantly  made.  The  members 
of  the  Deputation  have  seen  and  learnt  something 
about  Russian  life,  and  if,  when  they  are  back  in 
England,  they  are  reminded  that  during  their  feasts 
in  St.  Petersburg  twenty  million  Russian  peasants 
were  starving  in  their  freezing  huts — the  Govern- 
ment placing  every  possible  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
private  help — they  may  well  exclaim  in  righteous 
indignation:  "  Starving  peasants  ?  What  nonsense  ! 
There's  plenty  of  caviare  and  plenty  of  champagne 
about  !  Don't  you  listen  to  these  journalists  and 
revolutionaries.  We  have  been  in  Russia,  and  we 
know." 

Whether  or  no  the  Deputation  has  become 
enlightened  during  its  visit  to  St.  Petersburg,  we  are 
ail  now  feeling  greatly  relieved  at  its  departure. 
The  Liberal  Opposition,  which  embraces  the  bulk  of 
the  nation,  was  placed  by  the  visit  in  an  exceedingly 
awkward  situation.  They  certainly  turned  a  cold 
shoulder  to  the  Deputation,  knowing  very  well  how 
it  had  been  got  up  in  England.  They  could  not 
but  feel  revolted  at  the  necessity  of  mixing  with 
the  officials  and  Nationalists,  whose  whole  policy  is 
a  flagrant  denial,  not  only  of  English  traditions  of 
freedom,  but  of  every  principle  of  humanity.  They 
were  obliged  to  attend  some  of  the  receptions,  or 
they  would  have  been  accused  of  ingratitude  and 
want  of  hospitality.  Did  not  Professor  Miliukoff 
and  other  leaders  of  the  Opposition  receive  a  hearty 
welcome  during  their  visit  to  England  in  1909  ? 

The  Government  and  the  Nationalists  are  feeling 
still  more  relieved.  They  took  every  possible  pre- 
caution against  untoward  incidents.  They  arranged 
the  innumerable  receptions  so  that  the  Deputation 
should  not  have  a  single  free  moment  for  undesirable 
inquiries.  They  even  went  so  far  as  to  provide 
every  English  guest  with  a  carefully  selected  Russian 
"guide,"  in  order  to  prevent  the  visitors  learning 
anything  of  the  real  state  of  Russian  life.  Yet  the 
situation  was  full  of  risks.  When  the  Deputation 
visited  the  tombs  of  the  Tsars  in  the  Fortress  of 
SS.  Peter  and  Paul,  one  of  them  might  easily  have 
expressed  the  desire  of  visiting  some  of  the  "  stone 
sacks"  in  the  fortress,  where  so  many  political 
prisoners  are  buried  alive — highly  educated  persons, 
some  of  them  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
English  tongue.  When  driving  in  the  eighteen  splen- 
did motor-cars  towards  the  Taurida  Palace,  the 
guests  could  see  the  newly-built  and  already  over- 
crowded Women's  Prison,  the  Cross  Prison  (with  the 
thousand  cells),  and  the  Preventive  Prison,  and  they 
might  have  inquired  about  the  inmates  of  these 
buildings,  many  of  them  youths  and  frail  young  girls 
with  delicate,  intellectual  faces.  They  might  have 
asked  what  crimes  these  prisoners  had  committed 
to  be  kept  for  years  m  such  inhuman  condi- 
tions. When  the  visitors  were  shown  over  the 
Academy  of  Science  by  the  Senior  Ethnographer, 
Leo  Sternberg,  this  pale-faced  and  eminent  savant 
might  have  told  them  an  entertaining  tale  about  the 
fourteen  ycar^  he  passed  without  trial  in  the  prison 
of  Odessa,  and  in  exile  on  the  terrible  island  of  Sak- 
halien.  Dimitry  Klement-.,  an  old  friend  of  Prince 
Kropotkin,  and  now  the  Director  of  that  wonderful 
National  Gallery  of  Russian  art,  the  Museum  of 
Alexander  III.,  might  also  have  told  the  English 
visitors  something  interesting  about  his  long  sojourn 
in  prisons  and  in  Siberia. 

But  the  greatest  feeling  of  relief  must  be  experi- 
enced by  the  Knglish  visitors  themselves.  In  every 
Speech  made  to  them  by  the  Ministers,  the  financiers, 
the  reactionary  politicians,  from  first  to  last  the 
-ounding-note  was  :  "  Open  your  pockets  to  us  as  we 
open  cur  hearts  to  you.  Give  us  your  capital  !  Wash 
our  dirty  linen  for  us  all  over  the  world,  and  don't 
trouble  any  more  about  it.    We  will  do  the  rest." 

In  reply  to  this  single-minded  appeal  Sir  Albert 
Spicer  declared  that  "  the  English  capitalists  will 
gladly  invest  their  money  in  Russia,"  but,  he  added, 
"when  certain  conditions  have  been  fulfilled."  It  is 
necessary,  he  said,  thatthe  Customs  machinery  should 
be  made  to  work  more  smoothly,  that  the  proper 
means  of  transport  and  communication  should  be 
created.  "And,"  he  said,  "we  should  also  desire 
that  the  conditions  of  labour  in  the  English  enter- 


prises in  Russia  should  be  the  same  as  they  are  in 
England,  and,  finally,  that  the  local  and  police 
restrictions,  which  are  so  abundant  in  Russia,  should 
be,  if  possible,  repealed,  or,  at  least,  somewhat 
alleviated.  If  these  cqnditious  were  fulfilled,  English 
capital  would  be  invested  in  Russia  with  the  greatest 
pleasure." 

Lord  Weardale  went  even  further,  and,  seizing  the 
occasion  when  the  Mayor  of  St.  Petersburg,  M. 
GlazunofT,  mentioned  the  devotion  of  the  British 
nation  to  the  principles  of  self-government,  he 
answered  :  "  I  will  give  you  one  instance  of  the 
attachment  of  the  British  nation  to  the  principles  of 
self-government.  It  is  the  instance  of  South  Africa, 
where,  after  a  victorious  though  very  painful  and 
lengthy  war,  the  grant  of  wide  self-government  has 
made  that  country  a  happy  one  ;  and  the  present 
Premier  of  South  Africa  is  the  same  General  Botha 
who  was  at  the  head  of  the  army  which  fought 
against  England.  That  very  General  Botha  is  now 
not  only  a  Minister,  but  also  a  representative  of  King 
George." 

Alas,  these  well-intended  hints  fell  upon  ears  more 
than  deaf.  Net  a  shadow  of  hope  was  given  to  Sir 
Albert  Spicer.  And,  as  to  Lord  Weardale,  he  was 
invited  soon  after  his  speech  to  attend  the  sittings  of 
the  Russian  "  Parliament " — the  Duma  and  the 
Imperial  Council.  And  by  a  curious,  though  perhaps 
not  entirely  unpremeditated,  coincidence,  in  the 
Duma  Lord  W^eardale  was  given  the  chance  of 
following  the  debates  on  the  dismemberment  of 
Poland — the  famous  Holm  Bill — and  in  the  Imperial 
Council  the  debates  on  the  suppression  of  self-govern- 
ment in  Finland.    Both  are  Government  Bills. 

I  do  not  know  what  interpretation  Lord  Weardale 
placed  upon  this  answer.  To  us  it  is  clear.  What 
we  want  from  England  is  unconditional  surrender. 
Is  not  our  friendship  worth  the  unconditional  sur- 
render of  England's  wealth  and  England's  interna- 
tional honour  ?  Friends  do  not  bargain  over  such 
bagatelles  as  these. 

Anyhow,  the  festivities  are  over,  to  the  relief  of 
both  sides.  And  now  we  have  turned  all  our  atten- 
tion to  a  domestic  incident — the  summary  dismissal 
from  the  Holy  Synod  of  Bishop  Hermogen.  To  this 
important  incident  I  shall  return  in  my  next  article. 


DUMA   DEPUTY'S  PROSECUTION. 


The  recommendation  of  the  Council  of  Ministers 
to  grant  the  application  of  Deputy  Gololoboff,  the 
alleged  assassin  of  Deputy  Karavayeff,  for  the  crimi- 
nal prosecution  of  Deputy  Kusnetoff  for  libel, 
received  the  Imperial  sanction  on  January  30th.  The 
matter  has  accordingly  been  referred  to  the  First 
Department  of  the  Council  of  State. 


THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  "DANGER.'' 


The  Ackerman  District  Zemstvo  Assembly  recently 
decided  to  open  fifteen  Sunday  and  supplementary 
schools.  Deputy  Pui  ishkevitch  and  his  father  there- 
upon presented  to  the  Governor's  Court  a  "  minority 
report,''  offering  the  opinion  that  village  schools 
might  be  used  as  a  means  of  propaganda  against  the 
Government.  The  Governor's  Court  thought  fit  to 
comply  with  this  view,  and  refused  the  Zemstvo  the 
permission  to  open  the  schools. 


AN   ADMIRALTY  MUDDLE. 

In  May  last  an  Act  was  passed  for  building  new 
vessels  for  the  Black  Sea  Fleet,  and  the  Admiralty 
now  finds  that  the  estimate  of  the  cost  then  presented 
falls  short  by  11,000,000  roubles  of  what  is  actually 
required.  This  is  attributed  to  the  helplessness  of 
the  Government,  which  has  rented  the  only  suitable 
building-yards  at  Nicolayev  to  a  private  shipbuilder, 
who  is  now  taking  advantage  of  the  fact  to  raise  the 
price  of  the  building  contract.  The  Sebastopol  yards, 
which  were  retained  by  the  Government,  arc  quite 
unsuitable  for  building  large  vessels. 


HISTORICAL  "MISTAKES'' 

In  the  course  of  the  resumed  debate  in  the  Duma 
on  the  Bill  for  the  detachment  of  the  Holm  districts 
from  Poland,  M.  Markoff,  one  of  the  leading 
Nationalist  Deputies,  declared  that  Nicholas  I.  had 
done  wrong  in  going  through  the  ceremony  of  a 
Polish  coronation,  and  concluded  his  speech  as 
follows : — 

"  But  a  good  many  mistakes  have  been  made  in 
history.  We  know  that  Alexander  I.  committed  the 
gigantic  error  of  calling  on  Russia  to  fight  against 
Napoleon,  having  entered  into  an  alliance  with  Eng- 
land, the  eternal  enemy  of  the  Russian  people." 

The  Vyatka  Retch  was  recently  lined  300  roubles 
for  referring  to  the  notorious  abuses  of  the  former 
Land  Captain  Milukoff  of  the  Sarapul  district.  The 
Vyatka  Government  Court,  however,  has  now  decided 
to  dismiss  Milukoff  immediately  from  the  service, 
and  commit  him  for  trial. 


UNDER    THE  HEEL. 


The  Official  Campaign  against  Freedom 
of  Thought  and  Speech. 


Last  week  we  published  an  extract  from  a  notable 
letter  dealing  with  the  general  situation  in  Russia, 
and  written  by  a  deputy  on  his  deathbed.  For 
printing  that  letter  the  Kostroma  Life  and  the  Volga 
Messenger  have  each  been  fined  100  roubles. 

The  editor  of  the  1  ranscaspian  Review  has  been 
fined  500  roubles  for  reprinting  from  the  Riich  an 
article  on  the  Persian  expedition. 

The  Governor  of  Kieff  has  fined  the  evening  paper 
I'oslednia  Novosti  300  roubles  for  some  remarks  on 
the  Curator  of  the  Scholastic  District,  Ziloff,  who 
was  transferred  from  Kieff  to  another  place. 

The  editor  of  the  Volga  Gazette,  who  wa-  fined 
500  roubles  for  articles  on  the  famine  in  China,  has 
had  to  go  to  prison  in  default  of  payment. 

The  Onesk  Vycstiuk  has  been  fined  300  roubles, 
which  makes  the  sixth  time  this  paper  has  been 
penalised  for  revealing  official  abuses. 

The  famous  author  M.  Korolenko  has  just  been 
sentenced  by  the  High  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  to  a 
fortnight's  imprisonment  for  the  publication,  during 
his  absence,  in  his  review,  Russkoc  Bogatstvo,  of  Sep- 
tember, 1907,  of  an  article  entitled  "  People  of  our 
Set,"  in  which  the  bribery  and  corruption  in  high 
places  are  described. 


JEWISH    EDUCATIONAL  RESTRIC- 
TIONS. 


In  an  educational  report  the  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction,  M.  Kasso,  refers  to  the  excessive  develop- 
ment of  Jewish  grammar  and  other  schools,  which 
have  been  established  in  numbers  far  beyond  what 
he  considers  necessary.  It  should  be  explained, 
however,  that  Jewish  grammar-schools  have  been 
forced  upon  the  Jewish  population  by  the  Govern- 
ment, which  only  admits  a  limited  percentage  of 
Jewish  pupils  to  the  general  schools,  while  no  pre- 
vious Minister  of  Education  has  been  more  vigorous 
and  ingenious  in  the  application  and  multiplication 
of  those  restrictions  than  M.  Kasso  himself.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  overwhelming  mass  of  Jewish 
children  remain  outside  the  intermediate  schools 
owing  to  the  percentage  limits.  This  has  led  to  the 
establishment  of  Jewish  grammar-schools,  which  are 
very  far  from  exceeding  the  demand,  as  there  are 
only  five  of  them  all  told  throughout  the  vast  Russian 
Empire,  and  these  are  separated  from  one  another 
by  enormous  distances. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  ominous  reference  to 
their  pretended  excessive  spread  foreshadows  a 
design  of  preventing  the  Jews  from  establishing 
schools  of  their  own,  after  the  general  schools  have 
been  closed  to  the  majority  of  their  children. 


"NO  DIVIDENDS 


To  The  Editor  of  "Darkest  Russia." 

Sir— I  beg  to  refer  to  the  note  upon  the  Anglo- 
Russian  Maximoff  Campany,  Limited,  upon  p.  4,  of 
your  to-day's  issue. 

The  accounts  of  this  company  are  regularly  issued, 
the  last  being  dated  May  131'h,  191 1.  The  share- 
holders are  well  aware  of  the  circumstanjes  affecting 
dividend.  The  statement  that  "  all  the  shares 
(400,000)  were  subscribed  and  paid  up "  conveys  a 
wrong  impression.  If  your  City  correspondent 
would  examine  the  annual  returns  he  would  find 
that  300,000  shares  were  not  issued  for  cash  :  they 
formed  part  of  the  purchase  consideration.  In  fact 
some  350,000  shares  are  and  always  have  been  in 
Russian  hands,  English  and  other  participation  in 
the  company  being  only  about  one-eighth  of  the 
whole. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  Howling,  Secretary. 
The  Anglo- Russian  Maximoff  Companv, 
Limited,  9,  Gracechurch-street,  E.C., 
January  31st,  1912. 

[Our  City  Correspondent  writes  :— The  note  was 
not  written  for  the  information  of  the  company's  share- 
holders, and  whether  shares  were  issued  for  cash  or 
any  other  consideration  does  not  seem  essential 
to  the  point,  which  is  that  the  company,  although 
founded  so  long  ago  as  1900,  does  not  appear  yet  to 
have  reached  the  dividend-paying  stage.] 


WARSAW-VIENNA  RAILWAY. 

Having  taken  over  the  management  of  the  Warsaw- 
Vienna  Railway,  the  State  authorities  have  displayed 
notices  at  the  Sosnowice  station  ordering  all 
employees  and  attendants  to  use,  even  in  private 
conversation  among  themselves,  no  other  language 
but  Russian. 
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THE    BLOOD  STAIN. 


The  history  of  the  Yuschinsky  affair,  the 
final  chapters  of  which  have  yet  to  be  written, 
forms  one  of  the  most  disreputable  episodes  in 
the  records  of  the  Russian  judiciary.  From  the 
narrative  of  the  case  which  we  gave  last  week 
it  is  seen  that,  throughout  all  the  investigations 
and  other  proceedings  with  regard  to  the  murder, 
the  most  glaring  acts  of  partiality  and  the 
most  violent  outrages  on  the  elementary  prin- 
ciples of  justice  have  been  committed.  A  boy 
was  found  killed  at  Kieff.  Suspicion  at  once  fell 
upon  certain  of  his  relatives,  and,  as  it  has  now 
been  shown,  on  remarkably  good  grounds.  There 
may  or  there  may  not  have  been  at  the  time 
sufficient  evidence  to  convict  the  suspected 
persons,  who  happened  to  be  connected  with  that 
hotbed  of  crime  the  Union  of  the  Russian 
People  ;  but,  in  any  case,  it  is  perfectly  safe  to 
say  that  the  affair  would  never  have  taken  the 
turn  it  did  eventually  take  had  it  not  been  for 
the  disgraceful  agitation  carried  on  by  certain  of 
the  "  patriotic  "  newspapers.  In  the  columns  of 
the  Zemschina,  the  Riisskoe  Zuamya,  and  the  Novoe 
Vremya  a  savage  attack  was  suddenly  made  on 
the  Jews  of  Kieff,  accusing  them,  without  bring- 
ing forward  a  single  atom  of  evidence,  of  having 
murdered  the  boy  Yuschinsky  in  order  that 
they  might  use  his  blood  for  ritual  pur- 
poses. This  gave  the  authorities  their 
cue.  The  arrested  relatives  of  the  victim  were 
released,  and  the  dread  agents  of  the  Okhrana, 
the  irresponsible  department  of  the  secret  police, 
after  looking  about  for  a  suitable  Jew  on  whom 
to  fasten  the  crime,  arrested  a  poor  man  named 
Beilis.  The  fact  that  there  was  not  the  slightest 
evidence  to  connect  him  with  the  crime  did  not 
trouble  either  the  Okhrana  or  the  judicial  autho- 
rities ;  Beilis  was  arrested  and  kept  in  prison  for 
months  without  any  charge  being  preferred 
against  him,  and  without  being  allowed  to  com- 
municate with  his  friends.  It  is  only  within  the 
last  few  weeks  that  the  prisoner  has  been  for- 
mally accused  of  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  explanation  is 
officially  hazarded  that  the  crime  was  committed 
for  ceremonial  purposes. 

This  unspeakably  vile  charge  of  ritual  murder 
is  one  that  has,  from  the  Middle  Ages  onwards, 
been  frequently  raised  against  the  Jews  all  over 
the  world,  and  too  often  with  deadly  effect. 
Into  the  origin  of  the  slander,  which  has  been 
refuted  time  and  again  by  the  most  distinguished 
scholars  of  all  creeds,  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to 
enter  ;  it  is  sufficient  to  explain  that  superstition 
and  prejudice  combined  to  produce  the  belief  that 
the  Jews  were  in  the  habit  of  using  Christian 
blood  in  connection  with  certain  of  their  religious 
ceremonies,  and  particularly  those  observed  at 
the  Passover  Festival.  The  libel  was  in  circula- 
tion in  the  time  of  Josephus,  who  wrote  a  very 
striking  treatise  in  its  refutation.  The  first 
occasion  on  which  the  cry  is  known  to  have  been 
raised  in  Europe  was  in  1144,  when  the  Jews 
were  credited  in  certain  quarters  with  the  murder 
of  William  of  Norwich  ;  but  the  allegations  did 
not  materialise  into  an  actual  charge.  The 
"  leading  case  "  in  this  country  is,  of  course,  that 
of  Little  St.  Hugh  of  Lincoln,  whose  "  martyr- 
dom "  has  been  immortalised  by  Chaucer ;  this 
time  a  considerable  number  of  Jews  were  put  on 
trial,  and  eighteen  of  them  were  executed.  We 


do  not  propose  to  examine,  or  even  to  mention, 
the  numerous  incidents  of  a  similar  nature  which 
have  since  taken  place  ev  Ty  where ;  it  is,  how- 
ever, worth  while  recording  the  fact  that  in  the 
thirteenth  century,  when  the  blood  accusation 
was  brought  against  the  Jewish  inhabitants  of  a 
town  in  Hesse-Nassau,  the  Emperor  Frederick  II. 
invited  a  large  number  of  scholars  and  distin- 
guished Jewish  converts  to  Christianity  from  all 
parts  of  Europe  to  inquire  i  nto  the  whole  matter 
of  the  libel,  and  their  repo  t  constituted  a  most 
decisive  denial  of  the  preposterous  charge. 
Coming  to  more  modern  times,  we  have  the 
famous  Damascus  affair  cf  1840;  the  grave 
peril  in  which  the  Easterr  Jews  found  them- 
selves on  this  occasion  produced  an  English 
meeting  of  protest  at  the  Mansion  House, 
and  the  immediate  result  of  this  meeting  was  to 
obtain  the  recognition  of  ;he  accused  persons' 
innocence,  and  a  firman  .'rom  the  Sultan  of 
Turkey  declaring  the  accusation  of  ritual  murder 
to  be  absurd.  We  have  referred  to  the  many 
other  authoritative  pronouncements  that  have 
been  made  on  the  subject  j  the  most  recent  of 
them  is  the  protest  uttered  in  connection  with 
the  Yuschinsky  case,  in  which  hundreds  of  the 
leading  scholars  and  literary  men  of  Russia  have 
characterised  the  charge  a  stain  on  their 
country. 

One  shudders  to  think  ,iow  many  innocent 
lives  have  been  lost,  whether  by  way  of  massacre 
or  of  judicial  murder,  as  the  result  of  the  spread 
of  this  foul  libel.  And  it  is  particularly  terrible 
to  reflect  that  in  Russia  to-day  it  is  just  as 
potent  a  weapon  against  the  Jews  as  it  was 
throughout  Europe  in  the  Middle  Ages.  We  do 
not  for  one  moment  imagine  that  the  great  mass 
of  the  Russian  peasantry  believe  in  the  charge  ; 
but  nevertheless  it  always  provides  a  ready 
excuse  for  the  "  Black  Hundred  "  ruffians  and  the 
Press  organs  that  applaud  and  instigate  their 
atrocities  to  stir  up  anti-Semitic  feeling,  aud  to 
commit  fresh  excesses  on  which  they  know  the 
authorities  will  look  with  a  lenient  eye.  But  it  is 
not  by  the  activities  of  the  "  Black  Hundred  " 
that  the  depth  of  Russia's  degradation  is  to  be 
measured.  It  is  only  when  we  come  to  consider 
the  attitude  of  the  Government  itself  in  the 
Yuschinsky  case  that  we  realise  under  what 
benighted  conditions  the  country  is  compelled  to 
exist.  A  popular  belief  in  the  blood  libel  is 
one  thing,  and  a  bad  enough  thing  ;  its  endorse- 
ment by  the  legal  authorities  is  another,  and  a 
very  much  worse.  That  the  Public  Prosecutor 
(which  is  to  say,  the  Ministry  of  Justice),  in 
framing,  after  all  these  months,  the  indictment 
against  Beilis,  should  openly  suggest  that  the 
crime  was  committed  for  ritual  purposes ;  that 
the  deliberate  judgment  of  all  impartial  European 
scholars,  from  the  thirteenth  century  down  to 
the  present  day,  should  be  thus  officially  flouted 
by  the  Russian  Government — this  is  a  degree  of 
infamy  which  even  the  staunchest  champions  of 
the  bureaucracy  must  blush  to  find  recorded. 
No  more  damning  evidence  could  be  brought  to 
prove  that  to-day  Russia  is  not  governed  as  a 
civilised  country. 

Owing  to  the  new  revelations  that  have  been 
made  during  the  past  few  days  through  the 
industry  of  a  private  individual,  it  is  possible 
that  in  the  present  case  a  terrible  miscarriage  of 
justice  will  be  averted.  But  the  stain  is  there, 
and  all  the  labours  of  the  present  Administration 
will  not  avail  either  to  wipe  it  out  or  to  explain 
it  away. 


TROUBLE  IN  THE  CAUCASUS. 


Secret  Trial  of  158  Armenians  as 
"  Revolutionaries. " 

THE    GOVERNMENT'S  PROVOCA- 
TION. 


Behind  the  closed  doors  of  the  Senate  158  Arme- 
nians are  undergoing  trial  on  a  charge  of  revolu- 
tionary activity  in  the  Northern  Caucasus  and  in 
Transcaucasia. 

Among  them  are  noblemen,  priests,  physicians, 
barristers,  merchants,  students,  burghers,  and 
peasants  ;  in  fact,  there  is  hardly  a  class  of  society 
which  is  not  represented  by  the  accused.  One  of 
them  is  Prince  Argutinsky-Dolgorukoff  ;  another  is 
M.  Katchanuni,  formerly  editor  of  the  Donskaya 
Retch ;  several  of  the  merchants  are  millionaires. 
Packed  together  in  the  dock  are  men  of  widely 
different  views,  and  a  few  of  them  are  Terrorists, 
whose  exploits  have  been  closely  connected  with  the 
work  of  the  Okhrana  section  of  the  special  police, 
and  frequently  instigated  by  that  body.  This  last 
fact  is  probably  the  reason  why  the  trial  is  being 
held  behind  closed  doors,  since  the  authorities  are 
never  anxious  to  have  light  shed  upon  the  acts  of  the 
agents  provocateurs  in  the  employ  of  the  Okhrana. 

From  Philanthropy  to  Self-Defence. 

The.  accused  are  charged  with  having  joined, 
between  1904  and  1910,  the  Armenian  association 
known  as  the  Dashnakzutiun.  This  association  was 
originally  established  in  consequence  of  the  whole- 
sale massacres  of  Armenians  at  Constantinople  and 
elsewhere  under  Abdul  Hamid  in  1890,  and  its  object 
was  to  relieve  the  sufferers  from  the  outbreaks  and 
improve  their  condition.  In  the  Northern  Caucasus 
and  in  Transcaucasia,  however,  Russian  misgovern- 
ment  and  oppression  have  transformed  it  from  an 
eminently  peaceful  and  loyal  body,  pursuing  philan- 
thropic aims,  into  a  militant  organisation  fighting  for 
the  national  existence  of  the  Armenians  in  the 
Russian  Empire.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Vice- 
roy, Prince  Golitzin,  a  policy  has  been  inaugurated 
of  setting  the  various  races  inhabiting  the  Caucasus 
against  one  another,  and  particularly  the  Tartars 
against  the  Armenians.  The  latter  were  thrown  into 
an  especially  violent  state  of  disaffection  by  the  con- 
fiscation of  the  possessions  of  the  Armenian  Church 
in  1903,  and  into  the  agitation  that  arose  out  of  this 
act  the  Dashnakzutiun  was  drawn.  When  the 
Tartars,  with  the  encouragement  of  Prince  Golitzin, 
began  to  offer  the  Armenians  of  the  Caucasus  the 
same  treatment  as  their  brethren  had  suffered  at  the 
hands  of  the  Constantinople  mob,  the  association 
assumed  a  definitely  military  character,  and  became 
the  centre  of  Armenian  self-defence. 

The  Official  Indictment. 

In  the  official  indictment  the  Dashnakzutiun  is 
described  as  a  revolutionary  organisation,  aiming  at 
the  forcible  alteration  of  the  form  of  government 
established  in  Russia  by  the  Fundamental  Laws  and 
the  substitution  of  a  federal  democratic  republic,  of 
which  the  Caucasus  is  to  form  part,  being  connected 
with  Russia  only  for  purposes  of  State  defence, 
foreign  relations,  coinage,  and  Customs.  It  is  said 
to  aspire  to  a  Parliament  at  Tiflis,  with  Caucasian 
representatives  in  the  Russian  Imperial  Parliament. 
The  indictment  further  declares  that  the  association 
possessed  military  depots  and  all  the  requisites  for 
the  manufacture  of  explosives  ;  that  it  held  periodical 
meetings,  w;th  a  definite  programme  and  detailed 
organisation  throughout  the  country,  and  issued 
newspapers,  pamphlets,  and  manifestoes  ;  that  it 
incited  the  Armenian  population  to  ignore  the 
administrative  authorities  and  to  refuse  payment  of 
rates  and  taxes  ;  that  it  organised  industrial  move- 
ments for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  condition  of 
the  working  classes  ;  that  it  conducted  trials  and 
even  passed  sentences  of  death  ;  and  thit  it  formed 
Terrorist  groups  for  removing  Government  officials 
and  others  who  were  considered  dangerous. 

The  trial,  which  has  already  been  in  progress  for 
a  fortnight,  is  not  expected  to  be  concluded  for  some 
considerable  time.  No  fewer  than  800  witnesses 
have  been  summoned. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


THE    PALE    OF  SETTLEMENT. 


Urgent  Reasons  for  Abolishing  the 
Restrictions  against  Jewish  Rights  of 
Residence. 

[Quite  recently  a  Bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  Jewish 
Pate  of  Settlement  in  Russia  was  introduced  in 
the  Duma  and  referred  to  a  Commission,  which 
was  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  reporting  on  the 
utility  of  the  proposal.  No  report  has  yet  been 
made,  and  it  is  highly  improbable  that  the 
present  Duma  will  be  given  an  opportunity  of 
considering  the  measure.  The  following  article 
from  our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent,  which 
deals  with  the  subject  of  the  Pale,  should  prove 
of  especial  interest  to  English  readers,  particu- 
larly when  it  is  remembered  that  it  is  the  harsh 
restrictions  which  the  Russian  Government 
imposes  on  its  six  million  Jewish  subjects  that 
have  so  intensified  the  problems  of  alien  immi- 
gration, both  in  this  and  in  other  countries.] 


At  the  present  day  Russia  is  the  only  country  in 
the  world  which  prohibits  a  section  of  her  citizens 
from  moving  freely  from  one  town  to  another  and 
restricts  their  rights  of  residence. 

In  Russia  these  restrictions  did  not  spring  from 
any  of  those  causes  by  which  it  is  now  sought  to 
justify  the  existence  of  the  Jewish  Pale  of  Settlement, 
but  were  instituted  for  quite  special  reasons.  With 
the  partition  of  Poland  and  the  annexation  of  the 
New  Russian  provinces  millions  of  Jews  became 
Russian  subjects.  In  the  absence  of  railways,  tele- 
graphs, &c,  there  was  little  occasion  for  frequent 
travelling,  and  the  few  persons  who  had  to  visit  the 
central  governments  on  business  were  not  hindered  in 
any  way.  Restrictions  on  the  right  of  residence  in  the 
central  governments  only  began  with  Nicholas  I.,  in 
whose  reign  the  hapless  Pale  of  Settlement  was 
gradually  established.  With  the  accession  of  Alex- 
ander II.  the  condition  of  the  Jews  underwent  a  great 
change.  The  Tsar  who  had  a'bolished  serfdom  could 
not  leave  millions  of  citizens  of  the  Mosaic  faith  in 
the  position  of  outlaws.  He  wished,  however,  to 
carry  out  this  act  of  Imperial  grace  not  at  one  stroke, 
but  by  degrees.  Between  1858  and  1865  unrestricted 
residence  was  granted,  along  with  other  rights,  to 
Jewish  merchants  of  the  first  guild,  graduates  of  the 
Universities  and  high  schools,  retired  soldiers,  and 
artisans.  Had  not  that  great  Tsar  been  violently 
snatched  from  his  people  he  would  have  extended 
this  right  to  Jewish  merchants  of  the  second  guild 
and  to  small  dealers,  so  that  the  Pale  would  thus 
have  been  abolished. 

Unfortunately,  this  has  not  taken  place.  During 
the  following  reign  the  clock  was  set  back,  and  the 
history  of  the  suffering  undergone  by  the  Jews  since 
then  finds  no  parallel  in  the  annals  of  the  last  few 
centuries. 

Growth  of  the  Pale. 

The  fixed  Pale  of  Settlement  was  no  longer  con- 
sidered sufficient,  and  new  pales  within  the  Pale 
were  created.  The  provisional  regulations  of  Ignatieff, 
which  prohibited  Jews  from  residing  in  villages,  led 
to  the  detachment  from  the  Pale  of  Settlement  of  the 
towns  of  Rostov-on-Don,  Yalta,  and,  in  part,  Sebas- 
topol  ;  the  widows  of  merchants  and  of  persons 
following  liberal  professions  were  deprived  of  the 
right  to  remain  in  the  central  governments  ;  artisans 
and  retired  soldiers  were  expelled  from  the  town  and 
from  the  whole  government  of  Moscow,  and  even  to 
merchants  of  the  first  guild  residence  in  the  central 
governments  was  refused.  In  short,  since  1880  the 
material  and  moral  sufferings  of  the  Jews  have  known 
no  limit,  and  would  supply  material  for  whole 
volumes.  No  extension  of  the  rights  of  Jews  has 
taken  place  during  the  present  reign,  and  pogroms, 
administrative  persecutions,  and  the  refusal  of  admis- 
sion to  the  schools  have  been  of  very  frequent  occur- 
rence. 

An  end  should  have  been  made  long  ago  to  these 
sufferings,  this  moral  torture  and  material  ruin.  But 
this  could  only  be  effected  in  one  way — by  the  aboli- 
tion of  all  restrictions  and  the  grant  of  equal  rights 
to  the  Jews.  Unfortunately,  however,  this  is  not  the 
time  for  indulging  in  dreams  of  complete  emancipa- 
tion, and  we  should  be  satisfied  for  the  present, 
pending  the  advent  of  better  times,  with  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Pale  of  Settlement.  It  is  required,  not 
only  in  view  of  the  oppression  and  impoverishment 
of  the  Jews,  but  because  the  Gentile  population  must 
also  suffer  under  these  conditions,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing five  respects : — 

L)  Within  the  Pale  of  Settlement  the  Jews  have 
formed  the  trading  and  artisan  classes  from  time 
immemorial.  While  the  population  has  considerably 
increased  during  the  last  century,  the  territory 
assigned  to  the  Jews  for  residence  has  remained 
stationary,  or  even  diminished.  It  is  clear  that,  with 
competition  thus  increased,  they  are  reduced  to 
cutting  one  another,  and  in  such  circumstances  the 
Gentile  population  cannot  even  think  of  developing 
its  activity  in  those  branches. 


(ii.)  Outside  the  Pale  of  Settlement  the  persecutions 
levelled  against  the  Jew,s  largely  react  on  the  Gentile 
population,  with  whom  thev  trade.  The  persecu- 
tions of  the  Jews  at  Moscow  in  1892  cost  the  Musco- 
vites several  millions;  and  the  same  thing  occurs  in 
a  smaller  degree  wherever  the  Jews  are  persecuted. 

Demoralising  Effect  on  Non-Jews. 

(iii.)  Apart  from  the  material  damage  they  indict, 
the  restrictions  produce  a  demoralising  effect  both 
on  Jews  and  on  Gentiles,  since  the  former  are 
reduced  to  circumventing  the  law  in  order  to 
preserve  their  existence,  while  among  the  latter, 
certain  sections  of  the  population,  either  under  the 
spontaneous  influence  of  the  attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment towards  its  Jewish  subjects,  or  through  the 
persuasion  of  others,  treat  the  Jews  in  an  inhuman 
fashion. 

(iv.)  It  is  also  well  known  that  the  Administration, 
too,  is  becoming  corrupt  under  such  conditions. 
The  fate  of  the  Jews  does  not  always  depend  on  the 
higher  Government  circles,  but  frequently  on  subor- 
dinate officials,  with  whom  they  have  to  keep  on 
good  terms.  To  have'to  deal  with  an  unamiable  or 
ungracious  official  is  a  very  real  calamity. 

(v.)  It  need  hardly  fee  pointed  out  that  during  the 
last  thirty  years  all  the  Government  offices— pro- 
vincial Governors,  Ministries,  and  the  Senate— have 
been  overwhelmed  with  cases,  complaints,  and 
appeals  bearing  on  the  interpretation  of  the  various 
restrictions  upon  Jews,  and  especially  of  those  relat- 
ing to  their  right  of  residence.  One  would  imagine 
that  the  Russian  Government  has  no  other  care  but 
to  see  that  a  Russian  subject  of  the  Mosaic  persuasion 
shall  on  no  account  earn  his  living  in  any  place  out- 
side the  Pale. 

The  Pale  of  Settlement  must  be  abolished  in  all 
circumstances.  This  Would  be  a  noble  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Tsar,  whose  name  would  thereby  acquire 
eternal  renown,  while  it  would  greatly  raise  the 
esteem  in  which  Russia  is  held.  Only  this  act  of 
justice  and  ise  statesmanship  will  entitle  Russia  to 
be  numbered  among  the  cultured  nations,  since 
without  freedom  of  movement  the  life  of  modern 
society  is  unthinkable. 


THE    YUSCHINSKY  CASE. 


More   Revelations    in  "  Ritual    Murder  " 
Charge. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  February  ioth. 
The  Yuschinsky  case  abounds  in  surprises.  The 
principal  witness  in  the  recent  revelations,  the 
woman  Tshebyryakova,  has  herself  been  accused  of 
being  concerned  in  the  murder.  It  is  stated  that  on 
the  day  of  the  crime  a  woman  named  Malititskaya, 
who  lived  on  the  floor  below  Tshebyryakova,  heard 
through  the  thin  ceiling  several  persons  moving 
about  overhead,  and  the  heartrending  cries  of  a  child 
ccming  from  the  other  woman's  apartment.  It  is 
also  stated  that  at  the  time  Tshebyryakova  was  seen 
to  throw  some  bloodstained  rags  into  the  cesspit  in 
the  courtyard  and  hurriedly  cover  them  up  with 
sand. 

In  addition  to  previous  suspects,  two  other  men 
are  declared  to  have  had  a  hand  in  the  murder. 


The  police  have  made  a  lengthy  search  at  the 
house  occupied  by  the  woman  Tshebyryakova.  It 
has  been  discovered  that  on  the  morning  of  his 
disappearance  (April  1st,  1911)  the  boy  Yuschinsky 
was  seen  in  the  street,  close  to  this  house,  at  about 
nine  o'clock.  This  fact,  to  which  there  are  witnesses 
to  testify,  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  view  of  the 
testimony  of  medical  experts  which  fixes  the  time  of 
murder  precisely  at  9  a.m.,  while  the  official  indict- 
ment asserts  that  at  that  very  hour  Yuschinsky  was 
seen  near  the  factory  where  the  arrested  man,  Beilis, 
was  employed. 

The  examining  magistrate  is  holding  an  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  the  former  head  of  the  Kieff 
Detective  Department,  Mischuk,  and  two  of  his 
agents,  who  are  accused  of  irregularities  in  their 
search  for  the  murderers  of  Yuschinsky. 

Deputy  Zamyslovsky,  a  member  of  the  Extreme 
Right  in  the  Duma,  has  been  delivering  lectures  on 
the  subject  of  "ritual  murder"  in  Kieff.  and  has 
been  upholding  the  charge  in  the  columns  of 
the  Kovoc  Vremya  aeainst  the  notable  protest 
of  the  Russian  littlrateurs.  M.  Zamyslovsky  has 
been  allowed  access  to  the  secret  files  of  the 
official  inquiry  into  the  case,  which  was  refused 
to  the  prisoner  himself,  and  lias  obtained  permission 
from  the  Court  to  appear  at  the  trial  of  Beilis  on 
behalf  of  Yuschinsky's  relatives  as  a  private  advocate, 
as  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  Bar. 

M.  Grusenbcrg,  who  is  defending  Beilis,  has 
pointed  out  that,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  pro- 
secution, not  a  single  clergyman  or  Professor  of 
Theology  or  Semitics  lias  been  found  in  Kieff  to  lend 
hiS  authority  to  the  charge  that  the  Jews  employ 
Christian  blood  for  ritual  purposes. 


ELECTION  PROSPECTS. 

"  Black   Hundred  "  Terrorism  Feared  at 
Odessa. 

[From  Oi  k  Own  Correspondent.] 

Odessa,  PebbUABY  4111. 
Whom  will  Odessa  return  to  the  State  Duma  ? 
Who  will  be  victorious  at  this  year's  elections — the 
handful  of  ignorant  "  Black  Hundred  ''  citizens  or 
the  overwhelming  majority  who  favour  the  Oppo-i- 
tion  ? 

If  normal  conditions  prevailed  in  Russia  at  large, 
or  at  Odessa  in  particular,  such  a  question  would 
appear  strange.  But,  having  lived  through  so  many 
abnormal  experiences  during  the  four  years  of 
General  Tolmatcheff 's  rule,  where  serious  public 
business  is  concerned  the  population  of  Odessa  is 
still  inclined  to  fear  unexpected  and  oppressive  inter- 
ference which  may  arbitrarily  direct  the  course  of 
events. 

-    Three  Years  Ago. 

It  was  entirely  due  to  two  special  circumstance^, 
closely  connected  with  each  other,  that  three  years 
ago  Odessa  returned  to  the  Duma  that  incapable 
reactionary  Baron  Reno,  in  place  of  its  former 
enlightened,  progressive,  and  talented  Deputy  the 
late  M.  Pergament.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  because 
General  Tolmatchcff  was  Prefect  of  Odessa  at  the 
time  of  the  Election,  and  did  not  shrink  from  any 
illegal  and  arbitrary  measure  to  secure  the  victory  of 
his  favourites,  the  members  of  the  ill-famed  Union 
of  the  Russian  People.  He  openly  terrorised  the 
people,  and  by  means  of  arrests  or  expulsions  removed 
inconvenient  electors  and  candidates.  The  Pro- 
gressives were  not  allowed  to  hold  election  meetings, 
while  the  Opposition  Press  was  forbidden  to  mention 
the  names  of  the  Progressive  candidates.  In  the 
second  place,  the  elections  were  entirely  arranged 
and  carried  out  bv  the  Municipality,  which,  thanks 
to  the  pressure  exerted  by  the  Prefect,  was  composed 
of  "Black  Hundred  ''  gentry.  On  the  most  flimsy 
pretexts  the  names  of  many  duly  qualified  voters 
were  struck  off  the  electoral  lists.  One  member  of 
the  City  Executive,  by  name  Pelican,  who  belonged 
to  the  militant  section  of  the  Union,  openly  circulated 
proclamations  threatening  Jewish  electors  who 
ventured  to  vote  with  a  pogrom.  Gangs  of  Union  men 
were  stationed  at  the  entrances  to  the  polling-booths, 
terrorising  and  maltreating  Progressive  voters. 

Will  this  year  witness  a  repetition  of  such  scenes  I 
Probably  not  to  so  serious  an  extent,  because,  for 
one  thing,  Tolmatcheff  is  no  longer  at  Odessa. 
Nevertheless  apprehensions  are  still  entertained  with 
regard  to  the  attitude  of  the  Municipality  in  the 
coming  campaign. 

The  New  Prefect  and  the  "  Black  Hundred." 

It  is  true  that  the  present  Prefect,  M.  Sosnovsky, 
is  sufficiently  correct  in  his  behaviour  not  to  indulge 
in  any  arbitrary  measures  on  his  own  account.  Still, 
his  frequent  overtures  to  the  members  of  the  Union 
of  the  Russian  People  render  it  doubtful  whether  he 
will  discountenance  the  electoral  activities  of  these 
pillars  of  the  Monarchy,  even  if  they  take  an  illegal 
direction.  After  all,  he  is  forced  to  take  some  account 
of  the  desires  of  these  elements,  whose  sudden  resent- 
ment against  the  hitherto  all-powerful  Tolmatcheff 
led  to  the  ex-Prefect's  inglorious  downfall.  Within 
the  first  month  of  his  residence  at  Odessa  M. 
Sosnovsky  more  than  once  displayed  his  sympathy 
with  the  Union,  whose  organisation  he  complimented. 
And  only  this  week,  in  refusing  permission  to  the 
lessee  of  the  local  theatre  to  produce  a  play  by 
Andreyeff,  "  Man's  Life,''  which  was  prohibited  three 
years  to  please  the  Union,  the  Prefect  candidly 
explained  :  "  I  am  not  at  all  anxious  to  quarrel  with 
the  Unionists." 

It  is  somewhat  significant,  too,  that  the  "  Black 
Hundred"  partisans,  who  had  been  a  little  uneasy  as 
to  the  possible  attitude  of  the  new  Prefect,  have 
regained  their  former  spirits,  and  have  given  M. 
Sosnovsky  a  cordial  and  sympathetic  welcome.  On 
his  part  the  Prefect  shows  consistent  favour  to  the 
"  Black  Hundred  "  newspapers,  while  he  has  already 
visited  the  two  local  Progressive  journals  with  fre- 
quent confiscations  and  heavy  fines. 

Preparing  for  the  Campaign. 

These  indications  seem  to  justify  the  apprehension 
that  the  customary  programme  of  the  "  Black  Hun- 
dred" Municipality  of  Odessa  will  meet  with  no 
hindrances  on  the  part  of  the  Administration.  The 
Municipality  and  the  Union  army  which  stands  at  its 
back  arc  already  making  their  preparations.  A 
section  of  them  have  organised  a  special  "  Council  of 
Unification,"  whose  object  is  to  compose  the  quarrels 
among  the  leaders  of  the  various  "  Black  Hundred  '' 
organisations,  and  to  concentrate  all  the  Unionist 
forces  for  joint  action  in  the  impending  electoral 
campaign.  At  the  head  of  this  Council  stands  the 
Mayor  of  Odessa. 

As  far  as  the  fortunes  of  the  Progressives  are  con- 
cerned, the  outlook  is  enveloped  in  an  impenetrable 
fog. 
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NOTES. 


The  "Vice"  of  Constitutionalism. 

It  would  appear  that  even  the  mockery  of 
representative  government  offered  by  the  pre- 
sent Duma  is  regarded  as  a  danger  by  the 
Nationalists.  Writing  in  the  Zemscfuna,  M. 
Markoff,  one  of  the  chief  ornaments  of  the 
Extreme  Right  in  the  Duma,  favours  Autocracy 
as  the  principal  plank  in  the  electioneering 
platform  of  his  party,  and  expresses  a  burning 
desire  for  the  substitution  of  a  less  "  heterodox  " 
body  for  the  existing  form  of  Parliament.  This 
is  what  he  says  : — 

"There  is  still  time  to  correct  the  mistakes  of 
1905.  There  is  still  time,  while  the  wicked  and 
unnatural  vice  of  Constitutionalism  has  not  yet 
touched  the  powerful  popular  elements,  to  revive 
and  magnify  in  all  its  splendour  the  Tsar's 
autocracy,  which  could  maintain  its  power  and 
wisdom  in  lasting  union  with  the  people  through 
an  impartial,  loyal,  and  truly  Orthodox  Land 
Council,  composed  of  all  classes  and  estates  of 
the  land." 

The  last  time  a  "  Land  Council  "  met  in  Russia 
was  before  the  days  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  its 
functions  w_ere  confined  to  the  giving  of  advice 
when  its  opinion  was  asked.  It  is  as  well  to 
know  the  real  policy  of  thoss  upon  whose  sup- 
port the  Russian  Government  of  to-day  is 
dependent. 

The  Two  Spheres. 

The  Bail;/  Telegraph  a  few  days  ago  printed  a 
dispatch  from  its  special  correspondent  at 
Bushire  in  which  an  alarming  picture  is  drawn 
of  the  state  of  anarchy  prevailing  in  Southern 
Persia — that  is,  in  the  British  sphere  of  influence. 
The  Persian  Government,  says  the  correspondent, 
is  totally  incapable  of  preserving  order  in  the 
South,  and  "  its  writ  does  not  run  beyond  the 
walls  of  Teheran."  He  then  proceeds  to  assert 
that  these  conditions  "  are  almost  solely  confined 
to  the  parts  of  Persia  in  which  our  interests  and 
influence  are  predominant ;  where  Russia  pene- 
trates nothing  of  the  kind  exists."  This  allega- 
tion is  put  forward  as  "  a  serious  justification  for 
the  high-handedness  and  aggression  of  Russia  in 
the  North,"  and  it  is  suggested,  if  not  actually 
recommended,  that  Great  Britain  should  adopt 
similar  measures  herself  in  order  to  vindicate  her 
position.  The  contrast  thus  drawn  between  the 
conditions  prevailing  in  the  South  and  in  the 
North  would  have  been  more  effective  if  the 
special  correspondent's  dispatch  had  not  been 
placed  immediately  over  a  Reuter  telegram  from 
St.  Petersburg,  in  which  a  state  of  "  complete 
anarchy "  is  declared,  on  the  authority  of  the 
Russian  Consul  at  Astrabad,  to  exist  in  the 
Province  of  Mazanderan,  in  the  Russian  sphere. 
There  it  is  the  ex-Shah  and  his  supporters  who 
are  responsible  for  the  disturbances,  to  quell 
which  additional  Russian  troops,  with  machine- 
guns  and  mountain-guns,  have  been  ordered  to 
the  locality. 

A  Bad  Blunder. 

The  suggestion  that  this  country  should  imitate 
Russia's  atrocious  campaign  in  Persia  is  a  singu- 
larly repellent  one.  Quite  apart  from  all  con- 
siderations of  humanity,  the  idea  is  indefensible 
on  the  ground  of  policy.  The  barbarities  com- 
mitted by  Russian  officials  at  Tabriz  and  else- 
where, which  include  the  summary  execution 
of  prominent  Persians  who  were  supporters  of 
the  Constitutional  cause,  have  not  only  exasper- 
ated the  population,  but  have  directly  encouraged 
Mohammed  Ali  to  persevere  in  his  aggression, 


which  during  the  past  few  weeks  has  assumed  a 
particularly  audacious  and  serious  aspect. 
Further,  as  the  executive  of  the  Persia  Com- 
mittee pointed  out  in  a  letter  to  the  Times  on 
Friday,  the  trouble  in  Southern  Persia  has  arisen 
from  the  fact  that  that  part  of  the  country  has  been 
denuded  of  its  natural  defenders  for  the  purpose 
of  combating  the  ex-Shah  in  the  North,  and  the 
Persian  Treasury  has  been  emptied  of  the  moneys 
which  might  otherwise  have  been  expended  in 
policing  the  southern  trade-routes.  So  far  from 
the  Russian  sphere  being  an  example  to  the 
British,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  disturbances 
in  the  South  are  the  direct  result  of  those  for  which 
Russia  is  herself  responsible  in  the  North.  The 
Telegraph  correspondent  has  blundered  badly, 
and  the  publication  of  such  a  dispatch  in  a  paper 
of  so  high  a  standing  is  calculated  to  have  a  very 
bad  effect  in  Russia,  whose  officials  may  be  en- 
couraged by  what  they  will  regard  as  English 
opinion  to  proceed  to  further  outrages  against 
Persia. 

Settling  Accounts. 

With  a  good  deal  of  appositeness,  the  Iteteh 
wonders  what  further  accounts  Russia  will  have 
to  settle  with  Germany  for  that  country's 
acquiescence  in  the  Persian  business.  The  con- 
cessions already  made  with  regard  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Bagdad  Railway  are  a  notable 
instance  of  what  is  meant  in  this  connection,  and 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  in  the  near  future 
other  payments  will  be  demanded  and  made.  In 
view  of  this  fact  all  the  talk  of  Russia  and 
England  fighting  side  by  side  against  a  common 
German  foe  which  is  so  popular  just  now 
in  Russian  Nationalist  circles  is  sheer  moon- 
shine. Russia's  business  is  to  placate,  not 
to  challenge,  German  opinion,  and  her  only  foe 
is  her  own  Government.  We  in  this  country 
who  are  unsparing  in  our  criticism  of  Russian 
affairs  are  certainly  not  inimical  to  the  Russian 
nation,  because  the  best  opinion  in  Russia  itself 
is  entirely  with  us.  The  Ketch  also  points  out 
with  much  significance  that,  while  the  term  of 
Persia's  engagement  not  to  borrow  money  from 
any  other  Power  but  Russia  expires  this  year, 
the  present  Anglo-Russian'iiegotiatious  seal  the 
financial  enslavement  of  the  country  from  which 
Mr.  Shuster  had  attempted  to  liberate  her  by 
means  of  a  conversion  of  the  old  Russian  loans. 
Every  day  seems  to  make  it  more  and  more 
impossible  for  Persia  to  free  herself  from  the 
grip  by  which  it  is  being  sought  to  strangle  her. 


Tactics  in  Mongolia. 

The  Telegraph '.<•■  special  correspondent  in  Pekin 
evidently  does  not  share  the  illusions  with  regard 
to  Russia's  enterprise  in  foreign  parts  cherished 
by  his  colleague  at  Bushire.  Telegraphing  last 
Wednesday,  he  describes  a  "  grave  development  " 
in  the  Mongolian  situation  brought  about  by  the 
action  of  the  Russian  troops.  It  appears  that 
bands  of  Mongol  soldiers,  assisted  by  Russian 
soldiers  disguised  as  Mongols,  made  a  fierce  attack 
on  the  Chinese  Prefect's  yamen  at  Luping,  on  the 
Trans-Baikal  frontier,  and  after  a  desperate 
engagement  were  routed  by  the  Chinese  troops. 

'•This  astonishing  incident  [says  the  corre- 
spondent] is  the  natural  result  of  what  is  regarded 
here  as  the  deliberate  policy  of  General  Horvat, 
head  of  the  political  railway  administration  at 
Harbin,  who  is  said  to  be  determined  to  win  over 
to  Russia  the  country  of  Eastern  Khalkas,  which 
comprises  the  Urga  zone.  It  is  impossible  any 
longer  to  dery  that  Russian  action  is  slowly 
creating  a  dangerous  position  in  both  Mongolia 
and  Manchuria,  since  the  landing  of  Chinese 
revolutionaries  at  Takushan,  a  hundred  miles 
west  cf  the  Yalu  River,  has  aroused  Japan,  with, 
it  is  feared,  an  unfortunate  sequel  to  come." 

In  view  of  incidents  of  this  description,  and  the 
acquiescent  attitude  towards  Russia's  actions 
displayed  by  Great  Britain,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  Japan  regards  the  Anglo- 
Russian  friendship  with  suspicion,  and  that  her 
present  feeling  towards  this  country,  as  a  con- 
senting party  to  the  violation  of  China's  integrity, 
is  one  of  undeniable  coolness. 


The  Caucasian  Volcano. 

The  extreme  state  of  disorder  that  prevails  in 
the  Caucasus  under  Russian  misrule,  to  which 
attention  was  drawn  a  fortnight  ago,  is  further 


illustrated  by  the  trial  of  158  Ar'menians  on  a 
charge  of  revolutionary  activity.  It  is  probably 
in  order  to  avoid  popular  demonstrations  of 
sympathy  with  the  accused  that  this  gigantic 
case  is  being  heard  in  St.  Petersburg  instead  of 
by  the  Caucasian  Courts,  and  it  is  doubtless  in 
order  to  avoid  inconvenient  revelations  of  the 
work  of  Government  agents  provocateur*  that  the 
hearing  on  which  the  Senate  is  engaged  is 
taking  place  behind  closed  doors.  The  accused 
are  all  members  of  an  association  known  as 
the  Dashnakzutiun,  which  was  originally 
a  purely  philanthropic  body  called  into 
existence  by  the  massacres  of  Armenians 
in  Turkey,  but  which  the  peculiar  policy 
pursued  by  Russia  towards  the  Armenian 
inhabitants  of  the  Caucasus  has  converted  into  a 
national  and  militant  organisation.  By  setting 
the  various  races  of  that  portion  of  the  Empire 
one  against  the  other  Russia  has  sown  for  herself 
an  inexhaustible  harvest  of  hate,  and  in  parti- 
cular by  indulging  in  or  encouraging  oppression 
of  the  Armenians  she  has  fanned  the  flame  of 
resentment  into  something  approaching  a  con- 
flagration. At  the  present  time  there  is  no 
knowing  what  may  happen  in  the  Caucasus,  and 
the  gross  misgovernment  of  the  country  by 
Russia  makes  her  claims  with  regard  to  the 
neighbouring  land  of  Persia  all  the  more 
unjustifiable. 


AN   OCTOBRIST  GRIEVANCE. 


Apparently  anxious  to  retrieve  their  reputation  in 
view  of  the  approaching  elections,  the  Octobrists  in 
the  Duma  have  been  interpellating  the  Government 
on  various  administrative  abuses,  including  the  con- 
tinual confiscations  of  newspapers.  One  of  the 
latest  victims  of  the  Government's  activity  in  this 
direction  was  the  Golos  Moskvy,  the  chief  organ  of  the 
Octobrists  themselves,  whose  issue  of  February  6th 
was  seized  for  the  publication  of  a  letter  from  the 
editor  of  the  Religious  Philosophic  Library  pro- 
testing against  the  scandals  tolerated  or  encouraged 
by  the  Holy  Synod. 


THE   VANISHING  KHAN. 


A  fortnight  ago  we  described  the  m  vsieiious  doings 
of  the  redoubtable  brigand  chief  Selim  Khan,  who 
for  years  has  been  a  law  to  himself  and  his  followers 
in  the  Caucasus,  and  has  successfully  defied  all 
attempts  at  capture.  His  immunity  from  arrest  has 
been  partly  explained  by  the  unpopularity  of  the 
Government  among  the  population,  who  refuse  to 
betray  him  ;  but  it  now  appears  that  there  is  another 
equally  valid  explanation  in  the  corruption  that  pre- 
vails among  the  Russian  officials  themselves,  who 
partly  compete  and  partly  co-operate  with  the  gang 
of  brigands.  A  former  district  chief  of  Grozny,  one 
\Verbitsky,  is  at  present  being  tried  at  Tiflis  on  a 
charge  of  having  deliberately  allowed  Selim  Khan  to 
escape  when  he  actually  had  him  in  his  hands.  On 
one  occasion,  it  is  also  stated,  Werbitsky  absented 
himself  from  his  station  on  some  pretext,  and  simul- 
taneously a  band  of  robbers  dressed  as  Cossacks 
raided  the  Treasury  at  Kislar  and  decamped  with  the 
cash  after  killing  eight  soldiers. 


The  police  at  Wilna  have  received  orders  to 
increase  their  vigilance  against  the  opening  of  any 
Lithuanian  schools. 

The  Duma  has  finally  adopted  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  which  provides  for  the  detachment  of  the  Holm 
districts  from  Poland. 

In  the  government  of  Lublin  some  reading-rooms 
which  had  been  established  by  a  Roman  Catholic 
society  have  been  closed  by  order  of  the  authorities 

Demonstrations  have  taken  place  in  the  University 
of  St.  Petersburg  in  consequence  of  the  policy 
pursued  by  the  Minister  of  Education,  M.  Kasso,  in 
replacing  such  professors  as  are  not  to  his  liking 
without  consulting  the  University  authorities,  to 
whom  the  right  of  electing  professors  legally  belongs. 

The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  has  forbidden  the 
erection  of  a  tombstone  over  the  grave  of  the  late 
Deputy  Y.  A.  Karauloff,  because  the  monument 
displays  an  extract  from  a  speech  delivered  by  the 
deceased  in  the  Duma.  The  Minister  of  the  Interior 
has  upheld  the  prohibition,  and  the  inscription  has 
had  to  be  covered  with  a  marble  plate. 

The  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  Hamburg,  Mann- 
heim, and  Diisseldorf  have  petitioned  the  German 
Postmaster-General  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Russian 
authorities  to  the  inadequacy  of  their  telegraphic 
service.  This  state  of  affairs  is  said  to  cause  con- 
siderable damage  to  trade,  especially  owing  to  the 
distorted  fashion  in  which  telegrams  from  Russia  are 
received. 
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RUSSIA    AND  POLAND. 


What  the  Poles  have  Learnt  from  their 
Experiences. 


A   NATION'S  HOPES. 


[From  our  Polish  Correspondent.] 

To  a  politician  who  is  concerned  with  realities  it 
is  incomprehensible  that  Western  Europe,  and 
especially  England,  takes  so  little  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  in  the  very  heart  of  Europe  there  is  a 
people  forming  a  compact  mass  of  about  twenty 
million  souls,  and  forcing  itself  like  a  wedge  through 
Prussia,  Austria,  and  Russia  ;  living  on  its  eternal 
territory,  and  able  to  constitute — as  it  often  has  done 
in  the  past — a  first- rate  political  factor.  This  fact  is 
seriously  considered  by  the  Empires  which,  years 
ago,  partitioned  the  Polish  nation  among  them,  and 
each  draws  therefrom  different  conclusions. 

Austria,  full}- appreciating  the  political  significance 
of  the  Poles  in  Galicia,  resolved  at  once  to  attract 
the  people  dwelling  on  her  borders,  which  may 
become  sooner  or  later  the  theatre  of  war  with 
Russia,  and  granted  them  self-government  and  the 
possibility  of  development,  thus  securing  for  herself 
their  aid  and  sympathy.  Within  the  boundaries  of 
the  Prussian  Empire  there  dwell  about  four  million 
Poles;  and  behold,  that  great  Empire  of  some  sixty 
odd  million  inhabitants  fears  this  handful  of  people, 
continually  contrives  some  new  exceptional  laws 
against  them,  and  refuses  to  grant  them  national 
rights,  permitting  them,  however,  to  develop  economi- 
cally, and  giving  them  those  privileges  of  organisa- 
tion and  of  culture  which  nobody  denies  the  Germans 
to-day. 

Under  Russian  Rule. 

But  the  greatest  number  of  Poles — over  ten 
million — remain  under  the  dominion  of  Russia. 
These  constitute  a  people  living  compactly  in  a 
territory  which  has  often  been,  and  doubtless  will 
again  be,  the  seat  of  wars  of  European  importance  ; 
a  people  who  already  possessed  a  high  civilisation 
at  a  time  when  the  ancestors  of  the  Romanoffs  still 
lived  in  a  half-savage  state  ;  a  people  with  whom  the 
traditions  of  its  own  Stateship  are  still  fresh.  His- 
tory indicates  that  the  Poles  and  the  Russians,  in 
spite  of  mythological  assertions  of  their  common 
Slavonian  origin,  form  two  psychologically  distinct 
races,  two  cultures  mutually  exclusive  and  unable  to 
understand  each  other.  The  Poles  are  Westerns, 
trained  on  Latin  culture  ;  Russia  has  been  trained  on 
Byzantine-Asiatic  culture.  Immediate  proximity 
long  ago  brought  about  an  antagonism  between 
these  two  nations,  and  a  conflict  of  irreconcilable 
interests,  for  Russian  politics  are  Imperialistic,  aim- 
ing at  conquest.  Hence  the  uncompromising  war- 
fare waged  by  Russia  against  the  Poles.  Throughout 
the  struggle  the  Poles  remained  calm  and  loyal  to 
the  State,  demanding  only  equal  rights  and  the  pessi- 
bility  of  cultural  and  economic  development.  The 
events  of  recent  years,  however,  have  entirely  dissi- 
pated the  illusion  that  such  conditions  will  ever 
become  feasible  under  Russian  rule. 

Exceptional  Laws. 

Here  are  a  few  facts.  Since  the  introduction  of 
the  Constitution,  cr,  rather,  since  1864,  the  Kingdom 
of  Poland  has  not  been  administered  with  normal 
laws  by  the  Government,  but  with  exceptional 
measures,  which  have  made  the  Governors-General 
and  the  bureaucracy  lords  of  the  lives  and  fortunes 
of  the  citizens  ;  audit  is  well  known  how  disinterested 
and  progressive  the  Russian  bureaucracy  can  be. 
After  the  "Constitution"  of  Witte  had  introduced 
relatively  equal  political  rights  in  Russia,  Stolypin 
transformed  it,  and  by  the  illegal  imposition  of  the 
electoral  decree  of  June,  1907,  reduced  the  Polish 
representation  in  the  Duma  by  two-thirds.  In  that 
assembly  the  savage  Ural  tribes  possess  a  representa- 
tion based  on  equal  rights  ;  the  Poles  do  not.  Such 
exceptional  treatment  has  not  been  meted  out  to  the 
Poles  in  Prussia,  where  they  enjoy  a  freedom  of 
association,  Press,  and  speech  denied  to  Russian 
Poland.  While  extracting  enormous  sums  from  the 
Kingdom,  the  Russian  Government  does  not  act  in 
the  interest  of  the  country's  culture,  but  on  the  con- 
trary hampers  it  and  "russifies''  it  in  a  cruel  fashion. 
In  not  one  of  the  public  schools  supported  by  the 
money  of  the  Polish  people,  not  excluding  the 
University  or  the  polytechnic  founded  with  money 
voluntarily  contributed  by  the  Poles,  is  the  study 
carried  on  in  the  Polish  language,  which  is  not  even 
made  a  subject  of  instruction.  Private  schools  meet 
with  the  harshest  obstacles,  and  educational  associa- 
tions are  either  not  permitted  to  be  formed  or  are 
dissolved. 

Where  the  Russian  Government  allows  the  exist- 
ence of  institutions  which  under  different  conditions 
are  capable  of  becoming  progressive,  it  doctors  them 
in  such  away  that  the  Polish  people  cannot  profit  by 
them.    For  example,  it  employs  the  promised  grant 
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of  communal  autonomy  as  a  weapon  for  the  "russi- 
fication  "  of  the  country,  which  it  delivers  up  to  the 
mercy  of  the  governors.  From  the  Kingdom  of 
Poland,  which  is  a  legally  political  entity,  it  has 
snatched  the  Holm  province,  with  its  million  inhabi- 
tants, and  annexed  it  to  Russia,  the  result  of  which 
will  be  the  prohibition  of  even  private  instruction  in 
the  Polish  language,  the  purchase  of  land  by  Poles, 
and  so  forth. 

Economic  Repression. 

The  aim  of  this  is  to  disgust  Polish  culture.  It  has 
long  been  maintained  that,  for  all  that,  Russia  grants 
the  Poles  the  opportunity  of  economic  development. 
The  facts  prove  the  contrary.  The  industries  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland  suffer  very  considerably  from 
the  Russian  tariffs,  which  purposely  do  not  admit  of 
competition.  Elsewhere  local  bodies  endeavour  to 
develop  communal  enterprises  ;  under  Russian  direc- 
tion these  authorities  become  Augean  stables  of 
bribery  and  corruption.  By  converting  the  Vistulian 
and  Warsaw-Vienna  railways  into  State  property  the 
Government  takes  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths  of 
some  two  thousand  Polish  families. 

Such  is  Poland  under  Russian  rule.  The  result  of 
the  events  of  1905-1907.  has  been  the  awakening  of 
the  Polish  peasant  and  working  man  from  their 
former  attitude  of  passivity,  and  whereas  formerly 
national  self-consciousness  was  the  exclusive  posses- 
sion of  the  nobility  and  the  burghers,  now  the  great 
majority  of  the  labouring  classes  in  Poland  participate 
in  the  historical  aspirations  of  the  nation. 

Faith  in  the  Future. 

Meanwhile  Russian  Poland  works  with  a  mighty 
effort,  and  has  faith  in  the  future.  Whatever  that 
future  may  bring,  a  century  of  slavery  has  proved 
that  this  people  cannot  be  exterminated.  Experience 
shows  that  a  nation  of  twenty  million,  or  even  of  ten 
million,  souls,  living  together  in  their  own  land,  form 
a  power  that  only  requires  suitable  conditions  in 
order  to  appear  as  a  serious  political  factor.  Is 
Europe  aware  of  this  ?  Is  it  known  in  England — the 
England  that  has  sinned  so  much  against  Poland  and 
the  Poles  ?  The  experiences  the  country  has  under- 
gone have  produced  a  good  effect  :  credulity  and 
trust  are  not  to  be  found  in  Poland  at  present. 

At  a  tim^  when  international  relations  are  being 
subjected  to  a  severe  strain  it  may  be  worth  while 
to  draw  a  few  conclusions  from  this  statement  of 
facts. 

F. 


EXPELLIftvi  CHINESE. 


Another  Turn  of  the  Screw. 


Russia  has  taken  advantage  of  the  present  helpless- 
ness of  China  to  extort  further  payments  from  the 
Chinese  in  Siberia.  The  greatest  hardships  occur 
amongst  the  coolies  in  the  Amur  district,  particularly 
near  Blagoveshchensk,  where  the  helpless,  inoffensive 
Chinese  settlers  were  massacred  in  1900. 

Recently  many  Chinese  have  been  employed  in  the 
Zeiya  Valley  district  about  the  gold-workings  and  on 
the  tailings  from  the  older  mines.  These  coolies  are 
now  being  expelled  unless  they  furnish  themselves 
with  passports  having  the  Russian  official  visa.  The 
expulsions  are  being  made  with  great  brutality  and 
in  the  depth  of  an  arctic  winter,  when  all  navigation 
is  closed,  and  there  is  no  railway  within  hundreds  of 
miles. 

As  to  the  visa,  in  Eastern  Siberia  this  may  be 
whatever  the  officials  determine.  Some  years  ago  a 
chief  of  police  at  Vladivostok  required  all  Chinese 
passports  to  have  the  photograph  of  the  bearer 
affixed  to  them.  These  little  portraits  could  be 
purchased,  in  very  limited  quantities  and  at  a  very 
high  price  ;  but  every  coolie  had  to  produce  one  on 
demand.  Failure  to  do  so  entailed  detention,  a  line 
of  three  roubles,  the  purchase  of  the  "  official " 
portrait,  and  a  threat  of  expulsion  if  ever  found 
without  the  pass  when  arrested  again.  At  that  time 
there  were  thousands  of  Chinese  labourers  about  the 
port,  so  that  portraits  could  not  be  produced  quickly 
enough  to  supply  the  immediate  demand.  The 
method  followed  was  to  surround  a  gang  of  coolies 
on  their  way  to  or  from  work,  and  to  hold  them  to 
ransom  at  three  roubles  a  head  on  the  charge  that 
their  passports  were  not  vises  in  accordance  with 
police  regulations.  Each  gang  was  held  up  in  turn, 
usually  about  pay-day,  and  tiie  process  was  repeated 
at  brief  intervals.  These  raids  became  less  remunera- 
tive than  other  exactions  from  the  same  class  of 
labourer  as  soon  as  the  photographer  had  produced 
portraits  enough  to  supply  local  requirements. 


At  Nijni  the  police  have  commenced  a  new  inquiry 
into  the  rights  of  Jews  to  reside  in  that  town,  and 
while  it  is  proceeding  the  jews  cannot  obtain  from 
the  municipal  authorities  trading  licences  for  (he 
current  year.  Those  who  do  not  possess  such  licences 
are  being  fined. 


" OKHRANA  '  SCANDALS 


Chief  of  Secret  Police  at  Kieff  Arrested. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Kulabko.  from  whose  trial  on 
a  charge  of  embezzlement  more  light  is  expected 
to  be  thrown  on  the  circumstances  of  the 
assassination  of  M.  Stolypin,  the  late  Premier, 
commenced  his  official  career  as  a  subordinate 
in  the  Moscow  police  department.  Here  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  rapacity,  and,  on  being 
convicted  of  bribery,  was  compelled  to  resign  his 
post.  Shortly  afterwards  he  married  a  sister-in-Law 
of  Spiridovitch,  who  was  employed  in  the  Moscow 
Okhrana,  or  special  police,  and  enjoyed  the  faTOur  of 
the  head  of  the  Moscow  police,  Trepoff.  From  that 
moment  the  success  of  Kulabko  was  assured.  When 
Spiridovitch  was  transferred,  with  extensive  powers, 
to  the  Okhrana  at  Kieff,  he  took  with  him  Kulabko, 
who  organised  the  secret  agency,  went  about  on 
various  missions,  and  gained  both  influence  and 
material  profit. 

When  Spiridovitch  received  a  call  to  St.  Peters- 
burg, Kulabko  was  appointed  at  first  Assistant-Chief, 
and  ultimately  absolute  Chief  of  the  Kieff  Okhrana. 
In  this  capacity  he  had  charge  of  the  arrangements 
made  for  the  safety  of  the  Tsar  during  his  visit  to 
Kieff  last  September,  and  it  was  he  who  provided 
Bogroff,  M.  Stolypin's  assassin,  with  a  pass  to  the 
theatre  on  the  night  of  the  murder. 

In  the  course  of  an  official  inquiry  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  secret  police  at  Kieff  at  the  time  of  the 
assassination  it  was  discovered  that  Kulabko  had 
given  tickets  of  admission  not  only  to  Bogroff,  but  to 
other  persons  of  evil  character,  including  one  Pavlak, 
a  fugitive  from  justice  and  a  former  official  of  the 
Okhrana  at  Warsaw.  The  charge  against  him,  how- 
ever, relates  to  falsification  of  accounts,  abuse  of 
power,  and  misappropriation  of  funds  allocated  for 
the  safety  service  during  the  Tsar's  visit.  When 
arrested  Kulabko  exclaimed  :  "  Xow  I  am  defence- 
less." His  examination  has  already  taken  place,  and 
he  is  to  be  tried  by  court-martial  at  Kieff. 


UNDER   THE  HEEL. 

The  Official  Campaign  against  Freedom 
of  Thought  and  Speech. 

The  High  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  has  sentenced 
to  three  months'  imprisonment  the  publisher  of  a 
miscellany  under  the  general  heading  of  "  Historical 
Materialism,''  which  is  regarded  as  derogatory  to  the 
Christian  Faith  and  as  attempting  to  subvert  the 
existing  order. 

For  printing  a  leading  article  advocating  the 
revision  of  the  trial  of  M.  Lopukhin,  the  editor  of  the 
Youzhny  K'ray,  of  Kharkov,  has  been  charged  with 
disrespect  towards  the  supreme  authority,  and  with 
spreading  false  information  about  the  Government. 

At  Zhitomir  the  Volhynia  has  been  fined  200  roubles 
for  a  leading  article  pointing  out  the  necessity  of 
preparing  for  the  elections. 

The  famous  Polish  novelist,  M.  Przy  Corowski,  is 
being  prosecuted  for  the  publication  of  two  pam- 
phlets dealing  with  the  history  of  Poland.  The  police 
made  a  night  raid  on  his  residence,  and  demanded 
the  payment  of  500  roubles  as  security  to  avoid 
arrest. 

The  People's  Weekly,  cf  Warsaw,  has  been  fined  200 
roubles  for  an  article  on  the  purchase  of  the  Warsaw- 
Vienna  Railway  by  the  State. 

The  editor  of  the  Perm  Kray  has  again  been  fined 
500  roubles — this  time  for  reproducing  from  another 
paper  an  article  written  by  a  Duma  deput)-  on  the 
condition  of  Ural  industries.  Since  he  did  not  pay 
the  fine,  the  editor  has  been  sentenced  to  three 
months'  imprisonment.  In  the  course  of  eleven 
issues  the  Perm  Kray  has  been  fined  three  times,  and 
three  of  its  editors  are  now  in  prison. 

The  editor  of  the  Lodz  Life  has  been  sentenced  to 
a  fine  of  300  roubles,  or  two  months'  imprisonment, 
for  publishing  articles  which  deal  with  Russo-Polish 
relations. 


POLICE  TYRANNY. 


A  town  councillor  at  Saratov  invited  several  of 
his  colleagues,  together  with  a  number  of  barristers 
and  business  men,  to  meet  M.  Roditcheff,  the  famous 
leader  of  the  Constitutional  Democrats  and  one  of 
the  Duma  members  who  visited  England  in  1906. 
As  soon  as  the  guests  had  assembled  the  police 
appeared  on  the  scene  and  took  the  names  of  all 
present.  They  then  drew  up  a  report,  in  which  the 
gathering  was  declared  to  be  an  illegal  meeting  on 
the  ground  that  there  were  no  women  present, 
although,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  this  allegation  was  not 
true.  The  police  would  not  even  allow  the  host  to 
telephone  to  the  Governor  about  the  matter,  and 
shortly  afterwards  a  colonel  of  gendarmerie  arrived 
and  ordered  the  company  to  disperse. 
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THE    MALECKA  CASE. 


The  trial  of  Miss  Malecka  on  a  charge  of 
being  concerned  in  revolutionary  work  is  of  a 
very  particular  interest  to  all  who  have  at  heart 
the  success  of  the  struggle  for  freedom.  Apart 
from  the  many  vexed  points  it  lays  bare,  it  is  of 
prime  importance  as  constituting  the  first  occa- 
sion on  which  a  political  prisoner  in  Russian 
Poland  has  been  granted  the  concession  of  a 
public  trial ;  and  it  is  also  noteworthy  that  that 
concession  was  wrung  from  the  authorities  as  the 
result  of  a  vigorous  agitation  carried  on  in  this 
country.  The  history  of  the  case,  which  we 
shall  briefly  outline,  bristles  with  all  those 
iniquities  which  are  wont  to  characterise  the 
Russian  Government's  treatment  of  political 
suspects,  and  it  further  opens  up  between  Great 
Britain  and  Russia  a  conflict  of  views  relating  to 
citizenship  and  nationality  which  is  of  the  very 
gravest  importance,  and  which  calls  for  imme- 
diate and  unequivocal  settlement. 

Miss  Kate  Malecka  is  the  daughter  of  a  dis- 
tinguished Polish  patriot  who  was  sentenced  to 
death  some  seventy  years  ago  for  his  share  in 
the  revolution.  The  condemned  man  escaped, 
however,  and  came  to  England.  On  April  10th, 
1860,  he  married  an  English  lady  in  the  Church 
of  St.  Jude's,  Southwark,  and  about  a  month 
later  became  naturalised  as  a  British  subiect. 
For  the  rest  of  his  life  he  made  England  his 
home,  earning  his  living  as  a  teacher  of  languages. 
His  daughter  was  born  at  Folkestone  some  years 
after  the  marriage,  and  lived  with  her  father 
until  his  death.  After  that  event  she  experienced 
the  not  unnatural  des-ire  of  visiting  the  country  in 
whose  history  her  father  had  played  so  active  a 
part,  and  occasionally  she  went  to  Poland  for  her 
holidays.  To  her  friends,  who  suggested  that  she 
might  be  running  a  risk  through  bearing  her 
father's  name,  Miss  Malecka  always  declared 
that  she  was  in  no  danger  because  she  was  a 
British  subject.  About  two  years  ago  she  went 
to  Poland  with  the  intention  of  staying  there  for 
good  and  supporting  herself  as  a  teacher  of  music 
and  English.  The  Foreign  Office  gave  her  a 
passport  as  a  British  subject,  and  this  was  vise 
by  the  Russian  Consul.  On  April  5th  last  year 
she  was  arrested  as  a  Russian  subject,  it  being 
understood  that  she  was  regarded  as  a  political 
suspect.  But  no  definite  charge  was  brought 
against  her,  and  for  over  six  months  she  was 
imprisoned  in  a  fortress  at  Warsaw  without  being 
brought  to  trial  and  without  even  being  informed 
of  the  grounds  of  her  arrest.  She  was  refused 
the  assistance  of  a  legal  adviser,  and  the  applica- 
tion of  the  British  Consul  in  Warsaw  to  visit  her 
was  also  denied,  although  subsequently  he  was 
permitted  to  see  the  prisoner  unofficially. 

The  case  was  several  times  mentioned  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  the  British  Government 
did  not  seem  inclined  to  take  any  decisive  action 
in  the  matter.  On  July  3rd  the  Under-Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  stated  that  the  Russian 
Government  would  not  deny  that  in  the  view 
of  the  British  Government  Miss  Malecka  was  a 
British  subject,  but  that  in  their  view  she  was, 
in  Russia,  not  a  British  subject ;  and  he  was 
"  quite  unable  to  answer "  how  long  she  would 
be  kept  in  prison  without  trial,  but  the  Russian 
Foreign  Minister  had  promised  that  there  should 
be  a  trial.  So  matters  went  on  in  this  unsatisfac- 
tory fashion  until,  in  August  last,  over  a  hundred 
Members  of  Parliament  of  all  parties  presented 
a  memorial  to  Sir  Edward  Grey  in  which  the 
British  Government  was  urged,  failing  an  imme- 
diate trial,  to  press  for  Miss  Malecka's  release. 
The  result  of  this  agitation  was  seen,  towards 
the  close  of  last  year,  in  the  release  of  the 


prisoner  on  bail :  £2,000  had  to  be  procured  in 
four  days,  and,  to  the  honour  of  those  who  have 
been  fighting  Miss  Malecka's  cause,  this  was 
forthcoming  within  the  stipulated  time.  As  we 
have  already  stated,  another  consequence  of 
British  representations  >-as  that  Miss  Malecka 
was  accorded  a  public  trial,  with,  of  course, 
counsel  to  defend  her ;  t  le  case  was  opened  on 
the  13th  inst.,  and,  on  the  application  of  the 
defending  advocate,  adjoi  rned  till  May. 

We  have  no  desire  to  comment  unduly  on  a 
case  that  is  at  present  s  ib  judice ;  but  Russian 
legal  methods  are  so  peculiar  that  it  may  be 
permitted  to  us  to  draw  attention  to  one  or  two 
significant  points.  In  the  first  place,  the  fact 
that  Miss  Malecka  was  kept  in  prison  for  months 
without  any  precise  chi  rge  being  formulated 
warrants  the  assumption  that  she  was  arrested 
on  little  or  no  evidence  a  ;  all.  We  know  it  to 
be  the  case  that  when  her  flat  in  Warsaw  was 
searched  by  the  police  nothing  was  confiscated 
but  a  few  books  and  the -MS.  of  a  newspaper 
article,  not  in  her  handwriting,  on  the  subject  of 
the  attitude  to  be  adopted  by  the  Poles  in  the 
event  of  hostilities  between  Russia  and  China. 
This  MS.  constitutes  the  only  piece  of  docu- 
mentary evidence  which  the  authorities  possess, 
and  beyond  this  the  case  rests  upon  the  secret 
reports  of  anonymous  spiss  ;  of  the  value  of  the 
latter  kind  of  "  proof  "-  vtK  need  not  speak.  In 
the  next  place,  having  #.  ,.^osed  of  the  police,  we 
have  to  consider  the  attii/ade  and  known  repu- 
tation of  the  judicial  authorities,  who  do  not 
always  pay  attention  to  the  character  of  the 
evidence  submitted  to  them.  These  are  suffi- 
cient grounds  for  our  claim  that,  as  a  British 
subject,  Miss  Malecka  shall  not  be  condemned 
unless  a  very  clear  and  convincing  case  has  been 
made  out  against  her,  and  this  brings  us  to  the 
question  of  nationality.  According  to  our  law 
Miss  Malecka  is  as  much  a  British  subject  as  is 
Sir  Edward  Grey  himself,  and  the  only  point  to 
be  considered  is  whether  the  British  Government 
shall  or  shall  not  waive  its  right  so  to  regard  her 
in  view  of  the  Russian  contention  that,  when  on 
Russian  territory,  she  is  a  Russian  subject. 
Apparently  the  Russian  Government  takes  up 
the  ground  that,  because  a  Russian  subject  cannot 
change  his  nationality  without  its  consent,  there- 
fore any  of  the  direct  descendants  of  such  a 
person  can  be  claimed  on  Russian  soil  as  subjects 
of  the  Tsar.  If  that  principle  is  admitted,  then 
it  is  not  safe  for  any  Englishman  whose  remotest 
ancestor  was  a  Russian  to  visit  Russia.  It  is 
quite  clear  that  hitherto  Great  Britain  has  not 
recognised  this  preposterous  claim.  When  a 
Russian  subject  becomes  naturalised  here  any 
passport  issued  to  him  states  that  his  naturalisa- 
tion, although  valid  in  all  other  countries,  is  not 
valid  in  Russia  ;  that  is  not  contested.  But  in 
the  passports  issued  to  his  English-born  descen- 
dants no  such  declai'ation  is  made,  and  it  there- 
fore follows  that  they  are  entitled  to  exactly  the 
same  protection  as  is  accorded  to  other  fully- 
qualified  British  subjects. 

There  is,  of  course,  something  to  be  said  for 
limiting  the  responsibility  of  Great  Britain 
towards  naturalised  persons  who  return  to  their 
native  land  ;  but  it  is  intolerable  that  the  same 
limitation  should  extend  to  their  descendants  born 
in  this  country,  and  that  British  citizens  should 
thus  be  divided  into  two  distinct  classes,  of  which 
one  is  entitled  to  full  protection  and  the  other  is 
not.  One  does  not  care  to  contemplate  the  con- 
fusion and  complications  that  would  arise  were 
the  other  Powers  to  adopt  Russia's  principle. 
There  is  an  urgent  need  for  an  international 
conference  to  settle,  once  and  for  all,  this  question 
of  citizenship  ;  but  meanwhile  it  is  the  obvious 
duty  of  the  British  G  overt  ment  to  .insist  wi^n  1.11 


necessary  firmness  that,  whether  in  Russia  or 
out  of  it.  Miss  Malecka  is  a  British  subject,  and  is 
to  be  treated  as  such. 

Before  we  leave  this  topic  we  desire  to  draw 
the  attention  of  our  readers  to  a  parallel  case 
that  occurred  five  years  ago.  In  1907  a  Miss 
Strunsky,  an  American  subject,  the  daughter  of 
a  Polish  emigrant  who  became  naturalised  in 
the  United  States,  was  arrested  by  the  Russian 
police  on  no  definite  charge,  but  under  suspicion 
of  associating  with  revolutionaries.  Here,  too, 
the  Russian  Government  claimed  the  prisoner 
as  a  Russian  subject,  but  immediately  on  her 
arrest  the  United  States  Government  despatched 
a  series  of  strongly-worded  telegrams  from 
Washington  to  the  Russian  authorities,  and  so 
determined  was  the  American  attitude  that  on 
the  very  next  morning,  within  twenty-four  hours 
of  her  arrest,  Miss  Strunsky  was  released.  We 
commend  this  significant  case  to  the  notice  of 
our  own  Government.  We  cannot  help  thinking 
that  if  Sir  Edward  Grey  had  himself  taken 
similar  measures  last  April  the  affair  of  Miss 
Malecka  would  not  have  assumed  its  present 
serious  importance. 


THE    "  RITUAL    MURDER " 
CHARGE. 


It  is  expected  that  the  trial  of  the  Jew  Beilis,  who 
is  officially  charged  with  having  murdered  the  boy 
Yuschinsky  for  ritual  purposes,  will  take  place  in 
about  two  months'  time.  The  defending  advocate, 
M.  Grusenberg,  has  arrived  at  Kieff,  where  he  has 
gone  through  the  results  of  the  magisterial  investiga- 
tion, and  he  has  expressed  his  surprise  that  a  case 
should  have  been  preferred  against  Beilis  on  such 
flimsy  grounds.  It  is  stated  that  the  trial  will  take 
place  behind  closed  doors. 

The  principal  witness  for  the  defence,  the  woman 
Tshebyryakova,  who,  for  fear  of  revenge,  had  been 
afraid  to  give  the  authorities  the  evidence  outlined 
in  our  columns  a  fortnight  ago,  made  a  complete 
avowal  of  what  she  knew  of  the  affair  to  the  examin- 
ing magistrate,  M.  Fenenko,  on  the  12th  inst.  In 
order  to  weaken  the  impression  produced  by  her 
depositions,  she  has  been  placed  under  arrest  on 
suspicion  of  having  been  implicated  in  a  theft  com- 
mitted a  year  ago. 

The  renewed  application  of  Beilis's  brother  for  an 
interview  with  the  accused  has  been  refused. 

On  February  7th  a  domiciliary  visit  was  made  at 
the  residence  of  Assistant-Advocate  Machover  of 
Kieff,  whose  correspondence  was  seized.  It  is  stated 
that  the  search  was  instituted  for  the  reason  that 
M.  Machover  takes  part  in  Zionist  work,  but  it  is 
thought  that  the  real  reason  is  to  be  found  in  his 
championship  of  Beilis  in  the  "  ritual  murder  "  case. 

A  "  Blood  Libel  "  Against  Mohammedans. 

An  attempt  to  raise  a  "ritual  murder"  case 
against  Mohammedans  was  happily  frustrated  in  the 
Caucasus,  where  everything  is  being  done  to  stir  up 
animosity  between  the  Armenians  and  the  Tartars. 
An  Armenian  boy  of  thirteen  was  lost  on  the  day  of 
Ashura,  and  a  rumour  was  circulated  by  an  agent 
provocateur  that  the  boy  had  been  murdered  by 
Mussulmans  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
their  religion.  Several  Mohammedans  were  arrested, 
but  released  at  the  demand  of  the  boy's  father,  who 
declared  that  he  neither  accused  nor  suspected  them 
of  the  deed.  Ultimately  the  boy  himself  was  dis- 
covered alive  and  well,  and  restored  to  his  father. 


Twenty-six  members  of  the  Bakers'  Union,  which 
recently  organised  a  successful  strike,  have  been 
arrested. 

For  over  a  year  permission  has  been  consistently 
refused  for  the  establishment  of  a  library  bearing  the 
name  of  Tolstoy,  and  the  authors  of  the  project 
have  now  had  to  declare  their  willingness  to  dispense- 
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FINLAND'S   "  PACIFICATION." 


High-handed  Programme  for  Russianising 
the  Services. 


IGNORING  THE  DIET. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

Hklsingkors,  February  13™. 
We  have  recently  gone  through  a  very  productive 
period  in  the  field  of  Russian  policy  with  regard  to 
Finland.  This  was  foreshadowed  at  the  close  of 
last  year  by  the  Duma's  adoption  of  the  so-called 
Equalisation  Bill,  which  a  few  weeks  later,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  year,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Council  of  State.  At  the  very  outset  of  191 2  the 
question  of  a  military  contribution  was  also  decided. 
Not  more  than  a  couple  of  days  elapsed  from  the 
passage  of  these  measures  through  the  Council  of 
State  before  they  received  the  Imperial  assent. 
Another  surprising  scheme  has  also  been  approved 
in  principle — namely,  the  proposed  incorporation  of 
the  Finnish  Pilot  Service  with  the  Russian  Navy. 

A  Remarkable  Programme. 

It  is  evident  that  Finnish  affairs  will  be  settled  in 
future  with  extreme  celerity  and  in  a  very  unscrupu- 
lous fashion.  A  special  Commission  has  now  been 
appointed  for  the  preparation  of  Finnish  business  in 
conformity  with  a  programme  of  most  remarkable 
import,  specially  elaborated  for  the  purpose.  Above 
everything  else,  that  programme  seeks  to  secure  the 
efficacy  of  "Imperial"  legislation. 

In  the  first  place,  the  Finnish  staff  officials  are  to 
be  licked  into  shape  after  the  Russian  model,  and 
their  inherent  fidelity  and  obedience  to  the  liw  are 
to  be  replaced  by  what  Russians  call  "  discipline  " — 
that  is  to  say,  blind  subservience  to  the  Government. 
If  they  do  not  consent  to  this  process,  then  the  new 
Equalisation  Act  opens  the  door  wide  for  the  entry 
of  ready-trained  Russian  tchinovniks. 

The  second  measure  is  to  be  directed  against  the 
Press,  which  is  to  be  "disciplined''  by  means  of 
imprisonment  and  fines,  in  accordance  with  Russian 
methods  and  in  spite  of  the  liberty  of  the  Press 
guaranteed  throughout  the  land  by  the  Fundamental 
Laws  of  1905. 

Thirdly,  all  the  highest  posts  in  the  police  depart- 
ment cire  to  be  occupied  by  persons  of  doubtful 
character,  trained,  of  course,  in  Russia.  Finland  has 
even  the  prospect  of  being  blessed  with  a  special 
division  of  the  Okhrana.  A  first  contingent  of  this 
variety  of  police  officials  is  already  at  work  among 
us. 

This  leads  to  a  limitation  of  the  rights  of  meeting 
and  association,  since  so-called  "  political "  offences, 
which  according  to  Russian  ideas  are  all-embracing, 
are  liable  to  be  dealt  with  not  by  Finnish  but  by 
Russian  Courts.  To  this  principle  the  servile,  pseudo- 
Finnish  Senate  has  already  pledged  itself. 

Crushing  Passive  Resistance. 

Such  is  in  brief  the  programme  of  Secretary  of 
State  Korevo,  who  presides  over  the  Special  Com- 
mission. By  this  means  the  Russian  Government  is 
seeking  to  crush  passive  resistance  in  Finland.  If 
social  order  in  a  legal  State  could  be  completely  over- 
thrown, the  methods  devised  by  M.  Korevo's  Com- 
mission would  be  the  most  effective  for  the  purpose. 
It  is  with  this  typical  programme  as  a  background 
that  one  has  to  judge  the  measures  referred  to  at  the 
beginning  of  my  letter,  to  which  I  shall  briefly 
revert. 

The  law  of  July  30th,  1910,  on  Imperial  legislation 
has  found  its  first  application  in  the  Military  Contri- 
bution Act.  The  latter,  as  Professor  Grimm  has 
pointed  out,  might  have  been  passed  by  way  of  local 
legislation,  but  was  carried  through  in  a  manner 
which  deprives  it  in  the  eyes  of  Finnish  citizens  of 
anv  force  of  law.  It  was  rushed  through  the 
Imperial  Parliament  with  feverish  haste,  and  within 
twenty-four  hours  of  its  passage  was  submitted  to  and 
sanctioned  by  the  Sovereign.  And  yet  it  is  in  flagrant 
contravention  of  the  law  of  July  30th,  1910,  the 
Magna  Charta  of  Stolypin  himself,  according  to 
which  Finland's  participation  in  Imperial  expendi- 
ture is  to  be  fixed  by  way  of  local  legislation  (Art.4). 

Equal  haste  was  displayed  with  the  Equalisation 
Act,  which  could  have  been  passed,  as  far  as  it  is 
needed,  by  the  Finni-,h  Legisla'ure,  and  so  have 
become  legal  in  the  eyes  of  the  Finns.  With  regard 
to  this  measure,  Professors  Grimm  and  Kovalevsky 
pointed  out  in  vain  that  it  secures  for  Russians  rights 
without  any  corresponding  duties,  that  it  abounds  in 
obscure  provisions  as  to  penal  consequences,  and 
that  it  displays  a  complete  distrust  of  the  Finnish 
courts.  The  new  law  forces  itself  like  a  wedge  into 
many  existing  Finnish  law-,  of  fundamental  import- 
ante,  and  bestows  upon  Russians  new  privileges 
incompatible  with  justice.  It  even  transgresses  the 
limits  within  which  the  1910  law  is  supp  >sed  to  be 
applied.  The  Equalisation  Act  lights  a  new  torch  in 


Finland  which  bids  fair  to  be  more  destructive  in  its 
effects  than  anything  previously  achieved  by  the 
Russian  Government. 

Before  Finland  could  take  breath  after  the 
Imperial  assent  to  these  measures  there  came  the 
news  of  the  acceptance  in  principle  of  the  decision 
to  russianisc  the  Finnish  Pilot  Service.  This  step  is 
defended  by  an  argument  which  from  the  Finnish 
point  of  view  is  quite  inadmissible  :  by  urging  the 
needs  of  Russian  naval  defence,  without  the  slightest 
consideration  for  the  interests  of  trade  and  naviga- 
tion. 

The  Pilot  Service  owns  buildings,  steamers,  light- 
ships, &c.,tothe  valueof  about  eight  and  a-half  million 
marks  (about  £340,000),  which  the  Russian  State  is 
about  to  appropriate  without  further  ceremony. 

A  Menace  to  Navigation  and  Trade. 

But  the  pilot  staff  is  not  to  be  taken  over  quite  as 
simply  as  the  Russian  Admiralty  appears  to  imagine. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  everything  points  to  its  dispersal. 
It  comprises  over  a  thousand  persons  who  are  not 
easily  replaced.  Some  20,000  vessels  annually  are 
piloted  into  Finland  ;  three-fourths  of  these  are  mer- 
chant ships,  and  only  one-fourth  State  vessels.  If 
the  pilot  staff  is  decimated,  navigation  will  be  dan- 
gerously menaced,  and  foreign  interests  will  be 
closely  involved  in  the  consequences.  According  to 
the  available  statistics,  last  year  564  vessels,  of 
388,483  tons,  entered  Finnish  ports  from  England, 
and  633  vessels,  of  250,011  tons,  from  Germany, 
while  994,  of  810,236  tons,  left  for  British  ports  and 
770,  of  282,758  tons,  for  German  ports.  The 
Russian  Admiralty  is  about  to  inflict  a  deathblow  on 
this  traffic.  Will  the  countries  concerned  look  with 
equanimity  on  the  dislocation  of  their  trade,  until 
one  vessel  after  another  suffers  damage  on  the 
Finnish  shores  ?    That  is  for  the  future  to  show. 


RUSSIA   AND  THE  STATES. 


Cabinet  Discusses  Possible  Stoppage  of 
Cotton  Imports. 


The  Council  of  Ministers  has  recently  had  under 
discussion  various  measures  proposed  by  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture  and  Land  Organisation,  who  reported 
them  to  be  indispensable  "  in  view  of  the  impending 
termination  on  January  1st,  1913,  of  the  operation  of 
the  commercial  and  navigation  Treaty  concluded  with 
the  United  States  in  i»527""and  of  the  undefined 
nature  of  our  further  trade  relations  with  that 
country."  The  Minister  demanded  large  credits  for 
the  irrigation  of  certain  areas  in  Turkestan,  with  the 
object  of  rendering  them  suitable  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cotton,  which  he  coupled  'with  a  proposal 
to  attract  private  capitalists  to  the  enterprise. 

M.  Kokovtsoff,  the  Premier,  considered  the  pro- 
posal to  be  very  doubtful  from  the  financial  point  of 
view,  while  it  was  not  justified  by  any  particularly 
pressing  need,  seeing  that  the  Treaty  with  America 
still  existed,  and  it  was  not  yet  known  how  far  even 
its  termination  would  influence  the  importation  of 
cotton  from  the  States.  "In  the  meantime," declared 
the  Premier,  "our  credit  demands  at  present 
particularly  careful  treatment.  Not  only  in  Russia, 
but  nearly  everywhere,  the  State  funds  show  an 
obstinate  downward  tendency.  This  phenomenon 
must  be  regarded  as  very  menacing,  so  that  it  would 
certainly  be  a  great  mistake  to  extend  the  already 
wide  sphere  of  enterprises  guaranteed  by  the  State." 

Ultimately  the  Council  of  Ministers  resolved  to 
authorise  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  to  apply  to  the 
Duma  for  a  grant  of  550,000  roubles  for  the  develop- 
ment of  native  cotton-growing,  and  for  replacing 
American  agricultural  machinery. 


CURIOSITIES   OF  FINANCE. 


Peasants'  Fund  Robbed  to  Repair  a 
Theatre. 

The  discussion  in  the  Duma  on  the  "  verification '' 
of  the  actual  employment  of  the  Budget  has  revealed 
the  utter  indifference  of  the  Government  to  the 
decisions  of  the  Duma  and  to  the  laws  regulating  the 
allocation  and  disposal  of  the  funds.  Many  Govern- 
ment departments  refused  to  supply  the  materials 
necessary  for  the  audit,  and  the  State  Comptroller 
himself  had  to  confess  his  inability  to  obtain  the 
requisite  accounts  for  presentation  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  some  curious  revela- 
tions were  made.  Out  of  the  fund  of  10  million 
roubles  voted  for  "extraordinary  expenditure"  a 
sum  of  25,000  roubles  was  spent  cn  the  production 
of  "Igor"  and  "The  Woman  of  Pskov"  on  the 
I'aris  stage.  Still  more  singular  is  the  employment 
of  half  a  million  roubles  for  repairing  the  Great 
Theatre  at  Warsaw,  this  amount  being  appropriated 
from  the  supposedly  inviolable  fund  intended  for  the 
relief  of  the  peasant  population  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Poland. 


"LITTLE  RUSSIA." 

Remarkable  Growth  of  the  Separation 
Movement. 

Russia's  treatment  of  the  subject  nationalities 
within  her  Empire  has  already  formed  the  topic 
of  several  articles  and  interviews  in  the  columns  of 
this  journal.  The  Poles  and  the  Finns,  whose  cases 
have  been  strikingly  presented,  are  by  no  means  the 
only  nations  who  suffer  oppression  and  repression  at 
the  hands  of  their  taskmaster  Their  grievances  are 
shared  by  several  other  sections  of  the  Empire's 
population,  and  among  them  by  the  "  Little 
Russians,"  or  Ukrainians. 

Little  Russia  forms  a  very  extensive  territory, 
bounded  by  the  Black  Sea  in  the  south  and  having 
the  forest  area  for  its  northern  frontier,  while  in  the 
east  and  the  west  it  stretches  respectively  as  far  as 
the  Caucasus  and  the  Carpathian  Mountains.  Eastern 
Galicia  is  populated  by  Ukrainims  who,  better 
favoured  than  the  rest  of  their  kin,  enjoy  the 
advantage  of  Austrian  rule.  Altogether  there  are 
some  33  million  Ukrainians,  who  form  nowhere  less 
than  76  per  cent.,  and  in  parts  as  much  as  95  per 
cent.,  of  the  local  population.  They  are  a  much 
older  element  in  the  country  than  the  Russians  them- 
selves, and  for  centuries  enjoyed  an  autonomous 
existence.  After  going  to  war  with  Poland  they 
made  an  alliance  with  Russia  by  which  their  former 
independence  was  guaranteed,  but  since  the  time  of 
Peter  the  Great  this  has  gradually  disappeared  as 
the  result  of  violently  unconstitutional  methods  on 
the  part  of  Russia,  and  to-day  all  that  remains  to 
remind  them  of  their  independent  past  is  their  lan- 
guage and  such  local  customs  and  institutions  as 
they  have  managed  to  preserve. 

To  a  representative  of  Darkest  Russia  a  gentle- 
man who  is  playing  a  considerable  part  in  the 
modern  Ukrainian  movement  gave  some  interesting 
details  of  its  growth  and  purpose. 

Galling  Restrictions. 
"  Under  the  present  regime,"  he  said,  "  the  Little 
Russians  are,  from  a  national  point  of  view,  held  in 
severe  repression.  Their  language  is  not  allowed  to 
be  used  officially,  and  although  they  have  a  few 
newspapers  of  their  own,  many  have  been  stopped, 
and  those  that  survive  are  subjected  to  an  especially 
strict  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities.  The 
publication  of  books  in  the  Ukrainian  tongue  is  even 
more  restricted,  while  societies  have  been  closed  bv 
the  administration  in  wholesale  fashion. 

"  Last  year,  for  instance,  the  Prosvita,  an  educa- 
tional institution  at  Tchernigov,  was  closed  bv  order 
of  the  authorities.  The  establishment  of  new  educa- 
tional societies  or  of  new  branches  of  existing 
associations  was  prohibited,  and  the  officiarban  was 
placed  on  countless  Ukrainian  lectures,  papers,  con- 
certs, and  dramatic  performances.  The  Ukrainians 
felt  most  keenly  the  conditions  imposed  on  the 
celebration  of  the  jubilee  of  their  great  national  poet, 
Taras  Shevchenko,  one  of  which  was  that  Ukrainians 
from  Galicia  should  not  be  admitted.  The  restrictions 
in  general  were  such  that  the  organisers  of  the 
celebration  preferred  to  leave  the  whole  thing  alone. 
While  the  most  out-of-the-way  villages  were  doing 
honour  to  the  occasion,  Kieff  itself  had  to  remain 
silent. 

The  Demand  for  Home  Rule 

"The  present  movement  for  the  restoration  of  the 
Little  Russians'  rights  was  started  at  the  beginning  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  and  was  at  first  a  purelv 
literary  movement.  Gradually,  however,  it  assumed 
a  political  aspect,  and  in  the  last  decade  it  has  spread 
enormously,  largely  as  the  result  of  the  acquisition  of 
political  rights  in  Galicia.  Owing  to  the  watchful 
severity  of  the  Russian  authorities,  it  is  in  Galicia  that 
the  agitaiion  has  its  centre,  and  its  programme 
includes,  as  its  main  feature,  the  demand  for  Home 
Rule  and  a  local  Parliament  or  Diet  in  Kieff. 

"  The  Austrian  Government  regards  the  movement 
with  a  good  deal  of  sympathy.  There  is,  of  course, 
little  hope  of  its  success  resulting  from  any  indulgent 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Russian  Government  itself. 
M.  Stolypin  left  the  official  attitude  in  no  doubt  when 
he  remarked  that  the  Government  has  fought  the 
Ukrainian  movement  since  the  days  of  Mazeppa, 
and  cannot  stop  doing  so  now.  But  the  movement 
has  caught  so  remarkably  strong  a  hold  on  the  Little 
Russian  masses  that  in  the  near  future  serious  dis- 
turbances are  almost  bound  to  arise,  and  it  is  possible 
that  international  complications  may  assist  them  in 
the  realisation  of  their  aim." 


In  the  Biala  district  of  the  Government  of  Siedletz 
the  authorities  have  placed  official  seals  on  a  Roman 
Catholic  chapel,  built  in  1906,  to  which  the  Orthodox 
clergy  have  laid  claim. 

The  Public  Prosecutor  of  the  St.  Petersburg 
Circuit  Court  has  only  just  started  to  investigate  the 
huge  defalcations  cornmilted  at  the  Custom  House 
of  St.  Petersburg.  These  were  exposed  three  years 
ago,  when  the  loss  to  the  Treasury  already  amounted 
to  over  half  a  million  roubles. 
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well on  the  Persecution  of  the  Vaudois. 


NOTES. 


A  Bartered  Right. 

Sir  Edward  Grey's  speech,  at  Manchester  on 
Friday  night  does  not  hold  out  much  hope  to  those 
who  are  concerned  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
integrity  and  independence  of  Persia.  The 
Foreign  Secretary  was  at  pains  to  deprecate  the 
notion  that  by  the  Anglo-Russian  Agreement 
Great  Britain  burdened  herself  with  the  "responsi- 
bility "  of  guaranteeing  anything  so  troublesome 
as  Persian  independence,  and  reading  between 
the  lines  of  his  speech  one  may  discern  a  disposi- 
tion to  wash  his  hands  of  any  blame  for  the 
partition  of  the  country — a  proceeding  which 
appears  inevitable  according  to  the  present 
tenor  of  events.  The  Anglo-Russian  Agree- 
ment, according  to  its  part-author,  professed  and 
professes  no  regard  at  all  for  Persian  interests  ; 
its  sole  object  was  the  convenience  of  the 
two  contracting  parties,  and  was  to  ensure 
"that  neither  should  make  trouble  for  the 
other  in  their  respective  territories."  In  other 
words,  we  signed  the  Agreement  in  order 
that  the  last  vestige  of  control  over  Russia's 
aggressive  activity  in  Northern  Persia  might 
disappear.  For  the  sake  of  our  own  comfort,  or 
that  of  our  Foreign  Office,  we  have  bartered 
away  our  right  to  champion  the  cause  of  a  nation 
in  whose  welfare  we  have  a  very  distinct  interest, 
and  which  is  now  being  ground  down  under  the 
Russian  heel.  Let  not  the  consequences  of  the 
establishment  of  Russia  as  "  protector "  of 
Northern  Persia  be  minimised :  such  an  act 
meaus  the  enslavement  and  oppression  of  the 
country,  and  to  prove  our  words  we  have  only 
to  point  to  Russia's  treatment  of  the  other  nation- 
alities within  her  Empire,  as  well  as  to  her 
present  record  in  Persia  itself.  How  aptly  may 
we  apply  here  the  striking  words  of  Cromwell 
with  which  our  weekly  Notes  are  prefaced ! 


What  the  Agreement  Means. 

Characteristic  of  the  official  attitude  towards 
Russia  displayed  in  this  country  is  the  leading- 
article  on  foreign  affairs  in  Monday's  Times, 
which  is  devoted  mainly  to  a  eulogy  of  Sir 
Edward  Grey's  utterances.  In  one  sentence  it 
shudders  at  the  contemplation  of  what  would 
have  happened  in  the  past  five  years  had  there 
been  no  Anglo-Russian  Agreement,  and  belauds 
Russia  for  having  remained  "  true  to  her  assur- 
ances," and  in  the  next  it  admits  that  the  actions 
of  the  Russian  Government  "  may  have  been 
open  to  criticism."  This  shows  us  clearly  enough 
that  under  the  Agreement  our  main  business  is 
to  shut  our  eyes  to  Russian  misdeeds  ;  only  thus 
can  there  be  peace  between  the  two  countries. 
Which  is  about  as  unsavoury  a  view  of  an 
entente,  as  one  could  well  conceive. 


Exit  the  Constitution. 

Meanwhile,  according  to  the  Teheran  corre- 
spondent of  the  same  paper,  "the  Constitutional 
experiment  is  for  the  present  over  "  in  Persia, 
and  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  Mejliss  being 
revived  in  the  near  future.  This  is  a  great 
victory  for  Russia,  whose  dislike  of  Constitu- 


tional government  is  well  known.  It  was  the 
Mejliss  which  refused  to  sanction  Mr.  Shuster's 
dismissal,  and  so  displayed  a  sensible,  but  to 
Russian  interests  treasonable,  regard  for  sound 
and  honest  finance.  Henceforth  the  administra- 
tion will  be  in  the  practically  uncontrolled  hands 
of  such  tools  of  the  Russian  Government  as  M. 
Mornard,  the  new  Treasurer- General,  whose  past 
record  in  the  country  is  not  such  as  to  inspire  us 
with  any  great  confidence  in  his  capacity  for  the 
disinterested  management  of  affairs. 


The  Silver  Contract. 

The  Nome  Vremya  has  been  indulging  in  some 
scandalous  attacks  on  Mr.  Wood,  the  Director  of 
the  English  Bank  in  Teheran  (the  Imperial  Bank 
of  Persia),  whom  it  denounces  for  his  "  compli- 
city in  the  abuses  of  Mr.  Shuster."  In  parti- 
cular it  has  accused  Mr.  Wood  of  having  obtained 
from  Mr.  Shuster  in  an  illegal  manner,  and 
behind  the  backs  of  other  competitors,  a  ten 
years'  prolongation  of  his  contract  for  the  supply 
of  silver  for  the  Persian  Mint.  These  charges 
are  really  beneath  the  notice  of  honest  men,  but 
in  connection  with  them  it  is  interesting  to  recall 
the  fact  that  it  was  Mr.  Wood  who,  when  M. 
Mornard  and  others  were  endeavouring  to 
obstruct  Mr.  Shuster's  beneficent  work,  was 
largely  responsible  for  their  discomfiture.  As  to 
the  silver  supply,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that 
the  Russians  are  extremely  anxious  to  secure  the 
contract,  because  it  would  enable  them  to  intro- 
duce the  Russian  rouble  into  Northern  Persia. 
Once  the  establishment  of  the  Russian  currency 
were  effected,  the  whole  of  Great  Britain's 
trading  influence  in  Northern  Persia  would  be 
dissipated  at  a  blow,  and  the  Imperial  Bank  of 
Persia  would  have  to  close  its  doors.  We  shall 
shortly  revert  to  this  subject  at  greater  length. 


"  Seeing  Russia." 

Two  typical  articles  on  the  Anglo-Russian 
friendship,  evoked  by  the  British  visit,  have  just 
appeared  ;  and  when  we  say  that  they  are  from 
the  respective  pens  of  I»ir.  Maurice  Baring  and 
Mr.  W.  T.  Stead  their  general  purport  may  be 
imagined.  Mr.  Baring,  who  writes  in  a  little- 
known  periodical  called  the  Eye- Witness,  appears 
to  have  lost  both  his  temper  and  a  portion  of 
his  sanity  at  the  criticisms  of  the  visit  and  of 
Russia's  administration  to  which  we  and  others 
who  have  taken  up  the  cause  of  freedom  have 
given  utterance.  He  singles  out  as  a  "  gross 
and  childish  falsehood  "  the  assertion  that  the 
members  of  the  British  deputation  would  not 
see  the  real  Russia,  but  only  a  sort  of  care- 
fully expurgated  edition  of  it,  and  he  raves 
impotently  against  such  "lies"  and  "calumnies." 
Well,  perhaps  Mr.  Baring  will  tell  us  what 
he  saw,  and  what  impressions  he  gathered, 
of  the  terrible  famine  which,  largely  owing 
to  the  Government's  neglect  of  agriculture 
and  partly  through  the  gross  inadequacy  of 
its  relief  measures,  has  brought  millions  of  the 
Russian  peasants  to  starvation ;  or  of  the  slow 
torture  which  is  meted  out  to  six  million  Jews  ; 
or  of  the  arbitrary  acts  of  oppression  which  cause 
scores  of  millions  of  Finns,  Poles,  Little  Russians, 
Caucasians,  and  other  subjects  of  the  Empire  to 
hate  the  very  name  of  Russia. 


Wild  Words. 

Did  Mr.  Baring  or  any  of  his  fellow-visitors 
inspect  the  dread  fortress  of  Schlusselburg,  where 
political  prisoners  fall  victims  to  the  most  terrible 
diseases  of  body  and  of  mind  as  the  result  of  the 
treatment  to  which  they  are  subjected  ?  Or  the 
penal  settlement  at  Pskov,  where  prisoners  are 
flogged  with  almost  incredible  barbarity  for  the 
most  ludicrous  of  alleged  offences  ?  And  when 
he  heard  the  University  students  acclaiming  the 
deputation,  did  he  know  that  they  were  cheering 
for  "  free  England  "  in  contrast  to  the  country 
which  burdens  them  with  galling  restrictions  ? 
But  Mr.  Baring's  wild  words  will  convince  only 
those  who  are  ready  to  believe  that  black  is 
white,  and  when  he  actually  has  the  reckless- 
ness to  declare  that  "  in  the  long  run  public 
opinion  has  decided  or  decides  everything  in 
Russia,"  he  reaches  the  very  pinnacle  of  inepti- 
tude. "There  are  people,"  the  article  con- 
cludes, "  who  sometimes  for  the  sake  of  gain, 


sometimes  in  order  to  beat  a  political  dog,  and 
oftener  still  from  mere  sincere  stupidity,  pro- 
vinciality, and  muddle-headedness,  tell  lies  about 
foreign  countries  in  the  sacred  names  of  Truth 
and  Liberty."  We  should  not  care  to  dissect 
Mr.  Baring's  own  motives. 


Mr.  Stead  Again. 

Mr.  Stead's  opinions  in  the  Review  of  Reviews 
are  couched  in  more  temperate  and  more  gentle- 
manly language,  but  are,  in  our  opinion,  not  less 
misguided.  Mr.  Stead  is  one  of  those  people 
who  argue  that  if  Great  Britain  were  to  protest 
to  Russia  against  the  latter's  actions  in  Persia 
it  is  probable  that  the  protest  would  be  ignored, 
and  that  it  could  only  be  enforced  by  means  of 
war ;  and  that  as  nobody  desires  war  with  Russia 
it  is  useless  to  protest  against  anything.  This 
is  pushing  the  "  peaoe-at-any-price "  policy 
to  the  full  limit  of  its  absurdity.  On  this  prin- 
ciple we  should  stand  tamely  by  and  say  nothing 
even  if  Russia  were  to  massacre  all  the  loyal 
Persians  in  her  "  sphere  of  influence."  At  any 
rate  let  us  deliver  our  protest,  with  some  show 
of  firmness,  and  let  us  see  what  comes  of  it  before 
we  talk  about  the  possibility  and  the  undesira- 
bility  of  war.  When  Mr.  Stead  further  says  that 
"  the  one  hope  for  Persia  is  that  England  and 
Russia  will  be  on  good  terms  with  each  other, 
and  that  each  will  act  as  a  mutual  check  upon  the 
other  should  they  be  tempted  to  interfere  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  Persia,"  the  only  retort  it  is 
possible  to  make  is  that  this  hope  has  been 
signally  falsified.  The  one  clear  result  of  our 
Agreement  with  Russia  is  that  we  have  not  acted 
as  a  check  upon  her  aggressions  and  her  depreda- 
tions. 


The  Passport  Question. 

A  notable  contrast  in  the  past  and  present 
disposition  of  the  Russian  Government  in  the 
matter  of  issuing  passports  to  foreign  Jews  is 
displayed  by  the  publication  in  the  Retch  of  a 
document  in  which  the  official  attitude  taken 
up  seven  years  ago  is  expounded.  In  1905 
a  Commission  was  entrusted  with  the  task 
of  drawing  up  a  scheme  for  reforming  the 
passport  system,  and  its  recommendations 
included  the  proviso  that  "  Jews  who  are  foreign 
subjects,  on  going  to  the  Russian  Empire,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  general  passport  regulations  in 
force  for  foreigners."  After  an  exhaustive 
inquiry  into  the  matter,  the  Commission  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  existing  regula- 
tions, by  which  the  Russian  Embassies  and 
Consulates  were  authorised  to  grant  the  visa 
only  to  Jewish  bankers  and  heads  of  large 
firms,  had  proved  "  most  unsatisfactory."  The 
new  regulations  drawn  up  by  the  Commission 
(which,  by  the  way,  was  largely  composed  of 
reactionary  politicians,  including  the  arch- 
reactionary  himself,  M.  Durnovo)  were  sub- 
mitted to  and  approved  by  various  Ministers  of 
State,  as  well  as  the  anti-Semitic  Procurator  of 
the  Holy  Synod,  M.  Pobiedonostzeff.  They  still, 
however,  repose  on  the  shelf  to  which  they  were 
relegated,  and  to-day  the  Government  is  violently 
agitated  at  the  suggested  reform  of  a  system 
which,  seven  years  ago,  was.  condemned  by  the 
extremest  reactionaries.  But  in  those  seven 
years  Russia  has  retrogressed  in  countless  other 
ways. 


A   BOMB-LADEN  "AGENT 
PROVOCATEUR." 


The  Duma  has  stamped  as  unsatisfactory  the 
explanations  given  by  the  Assistant-Minister  of  the 
Interior  with  regard  to  the  interpellation  on  the 
provocative  acts  of  the  detective  agent  Chorolski, 
who  used  to  place  charged  bombs  in  the  lodgings  of 
various  people  and  then  charge  them  with  their  posses- 
sion. A  man  named  Boborykin  was  condemned  in 
consequence  in  1908  to  six  years'  penal  servitude, 
while  Chorolski  himself  was  acquitted.  The  next 
year  another  man  named  Tokareff  was  tried,  when 
the  Court  not  only  found  him  to  be  innocent,  but 
ascertained  beyond  doubt  that  the  bombs  had  been 
conveyed  by  the  secret  agent.  This  led  to  a  revision 
of  the  case  of  Boborykin,  who  at  his  second  trial 
was  acquitted.  The  authorities  assisted  Chorolski  to 
conceal  himself,  and  he  is  even  now  an  agent  of  the 
Okhrana  and  immune  from  prosecution. 


j. 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 
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By  order  of  the  local  authorities,  a  parish  library 
at  Plot/.k  has  been  closed.  From  the  same  district  it 
is  also  reported  that  Catholic  societies  engaged  in 
!  founding  popular  libraries  are  being  forbidden  10 
continue  their  activities.  Popular  libraries  have  also 
been  closed  at  Bialatsev  and  Pctryhorc,  and  the 
villagers  now  have  no  opportunity  of  obtaining 
books. 

During  the  year  191 1  the  newspapers  in  Warsaw 
were  fined  a  total  sum  of  12,300  roubles.  The 
editors  of  three  papers  were  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment without  the  option  of  a  fine.  Forty-two 
different  papers  were  confiscated,  four  of  which  have 
been  suspended  until  the  sentence  of  the  court  is 
pronounced,  while  three  others  have  been  perma- 
nently closed.  There  were  twenty-three  Press  trials, 
and  editors  were  fined  1,100  roubles,  besides  incurring 
numerous  personal  penalties. 


THE    "  OKHRANA "  SCANDAL. 


Rumoured  Impending  Release  of  Colonel 
Kulabko. 


Lieut.- Colonel  Kulabko,  formerly  chief  of  the 
secret  police  in  Kieff,  who  is  accused  of  embezzle- 
ment, has  not  yet  been  handed  over  to  the  judicial 
authorities,  his  case  being  still  conducted  by  the 
officers  of  the  gendarmerie. 

A  few  days  ago  Mme.  Kulabko  went  to  St.  Peters- 
burg to  petition  for  her  husband's  release.  Since 
then  an  Imperial  order  has  been  despatched  to  the 
military  department  of  the  gendarmerie  corps, 
stating  that  Colonel  Kulabko  has  been  relieved  of 
his  office  for  "  domestic  reasons,"  and  assigned  to  the 
infantry  militia  of  the  government  of  Kieff. 

At  Kieff  it  is  rumoured  that  his  liberation  is 
impending. 


A   CENSORED  EPITAPH. 


The  late  Deputy  Basil  Andreyevich  Karauloff, 
whose  tombstone  (as  we  announced  last  week)  has 
been  "  censored  ''  by  the  Government,  spent  his  life 
in  struggling  and  suffering  on  behalf  of  liberty  of 
conscience,  and  his  exertions  resulted  in  his  consign- 
ment to  Siberia  and  to  the  dread  fortress  of  Schliissel- 
berg.  » 

When  addressing  the  Duma  he  was  once  inter- 
rupted by  a  Deputy  of  the  Right,  who  flung  at  him, 
by  way  of  a  taunt,  the  expression  "  Katorga  "  (penal 
servitude).  Nothing  daunted,  M.  Karauloff  calmly 
addressed  his  opponent  as  follows  : — 

"Yes,  I  represent  the  Katorga.  I  was  a  convict, 
and  with  shaved  head  and  chained  feet  I  tramped 
along  the  endless  Vladimir  road.  I  tramped  it 
because  at  that  time  I  had  already  dared  to  desire 
and  to  say  that  you  should  be  gathered  in  this 
assembly.  And  the  fact  of  my  having  been  a  convict 
is  the  pride  of  my  whole  life.  In  the  mighty  wave 
which  has  carried  you  into  this  hall  there  is  a  drop  of 
my  own — a  drop  of  my  blood  and  of  my  tears.  It  is 
small  and  unnoticeable,  but  I  know  that  it  is  there, 
and  this  affords  me  the  occasion  of  justifying  my 
existence  before  God  and  man." 

This  passage  was  engraved  on  the  monument 
erected  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Deputy,  but  the 
inscription  was  vetoed  by  the  authorities,  and  has 
had  to  be  covered  over. 


JEWISH  RESTRICTIONS. 


By  a  law  issued  in  1904,  in  the  time  of  Plehve, 
some  of  the  restrictions  directed  against  Jews  were 
mitigated.  Among  other  things  the  law  of  August 
24th,  1904,  gave  Jewish  merchants  of  the  first  guild 
the  right  to  lease  property  outside  the  Pale  for  pur- 
poses both  of  residence  and  of  trade  and  industry. 
But  to  the  Nationalists  die  Plehve  regime  appears 
much  too  liberal  for  "Constitutional"  Russia,  and  the 
question  has  been  raised  whether  that  law  applies  to 
leasing  property  for  the  erection  cf  a  factory  or 
works.  This  point  is  to  come  up  for  decision  before 
the  Senate,  which  is  urged  by  the  Minister  of 
Justice  to  cancel  the  indulgence  altogether. 


VOICES  IN  THE  WILDERNESS. 

What  the  Russian  People  Think. 

The  Fruits  of  Oppression. 

"The  position  of  Russia  as  a  great  Power  will 
become  strong  on  the  day  on  which  she  strengthens 
her  internal  condition.  And  this  cannot  take  place 
if,  in  place  of  pacification,  we  go  on  sowing  the  seeds 
of  bitterness  and  vexation  in  our  border  regions  and 
among  the  millions  of  Russian  citizens  who  profess 
a  different  faith  or  speak  in  their  native  tongue.  Is 
the  Government  able  to  rely,  at  the  moment  of  an 
international  collision,  on  a  common  Russian  patriot- 
ism, whose  foundations  it  undermines  so  assiduously 
in  times  of  peace  ? " — Prince  Gregory  Trubetskoy. 
Jewish  Trade  Restrictions. 

"When  you  create  that  remarkable  nationalisation 
of  trade,  unheard  of  in  the  world's  history,  and  you 
return  to  the  stage  of  savagery  at  which  humanity 
stood  at  the  beginning  of  the  Middle  Ages  ;  when 
you  make  of  trade  a  question  of  hate  .  .  .  you 
will  place  yourselves  in  the  position  of  the  gipsy  who 
cut  the  branch  on  which  he  was  sitting,  and  was 
surprised  to  find  himself  on  the  ground  in  a  badly 
injured  condition." — Deputy  huchitsky,  in  the  Duma. 
The  Subservient  Senate. 

"  Only  by  liberating  the  Senate  from  the  Minister 
of    Justice    and   by  appointing    an  independent 
Attorney-General  shall  we  obtain  an  independent 
and  untrammelled  Senate." — Prince  Meschetsky. 
The  Partition  of  Poland. 

"  If  the  Catholic  population  be  vanquished  by  this 
annexation,  it  will  not  be  a  victory  for  truth  and 
justice,  but  a  victory  for  violence,  which  may  best  be 
described  by  thus  paraphrasing  a  famous  cry  : — '  Woe 
to  the  victors,  honour  and  glory  to  the  conquered.'  " — 
Deputy  Harussewicz,  in  the  Duma. 
The  "  Blood  Libel." 

"  It  is  not  a  question  of  combating  a  blind 
mediaeval  prejudice  that  has  survived  among  the 
most  ignorant  elements  of  the  population,  but  of 
fighting  against  a  most  iniquitous  and  dangerous 
political  design  of  reaction,  with  its  clearly  expressed 
intention  of  plunging  a  knife  into  a  defenceless 
people." — The  "  Zaprosy  Zhizni." 

UNDER   THE  HEEL. 

The  Official  Campaign  against  Freedom 
of  Thought  and  Speech. 

M.  Elkin,  the  responsible  editor  of  the  Retch,  has 
been  sentenced  by  the  St.  Petersburg  Circuit  Court  to 
five  months'  imprisonment  for  "  libels  "  against  General 
Tolmatcheff,  the  ex-Prefect  of  Odessa,  published  in 
March  and  April,  1909.  The  first  article  criticised 
General  Tolmatcheff's  regulation  compelling  Moha- 
medan  pilgrims  passing  through  Odessa  to  stay 
nowhere  but  at  a  certain  inn.  The  number  contain- 
ing it  was  confiscated  by  order  of  General  Tolmat- 
cheff, whereupon  the  Retch  came  out  with  a  second 
article,  headed  "  Autonomy." 

The  Governor  of  Tomsk  has  fined  the  Siberian  Life 
200  roubles  for  an  article  on  the  detachment  of  the 
Holm  districts  from  Poland. 

The  Vice-Governor  of  Zhitomir  has  fined  Volhvnia 
200  roubles  for  an  article  recommending  united 
action  at  the  elections,  and  300  roubles  for  reprinting 
an  article  from  another  paptr. 

By  order  of  the  Press  Inspector,  the  Lettish  Labour 
Calendar  has  been  confiscated  at  Riga. 

The  Lithuanian  Temperance  Society  at  Kovno  has 
been  refused  permission  to  open  a  librarv  and 
reading-room. 

The  Governor  of  Kharkov  has  prohibited  the  pro- 
posed holding  in  March  of  a  conference  of  physicians 
and  Zemstvo  representatives  for  the  discussion  of 
measures  for  coping  with  epidemics  in  a  systematic 
manner.  This  conference  was  actually  convened  by 
virtue  of  the  statutes  issued  by  Plehve  before  Russia 
enjoyed  its  present  "  constitutional  "  ngime. 

The  police  of  the  Government  of  Plock,  in  Poland, 
have  ordered  all  the  libraries  to  send  in  theii  cata- 
logues, in  order  that  it  may  be  seen  whether  they 
contain  any  books  of  a  "  narrow  national " — i.e.,  of  a 
Polish — character. 


ECCLESIASTICAL  INTIMIDATION. 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 


Poles   Indignant    at   the   Recent  British 
Visit. 


AN   OUTRAGE   ON   THE  BAR. 


[From  our  Polish  Correspondent.] 
The  English  visit  to  St.  Petersburg  has  given  rise 
to  grave  discussion  in  Polish  political  circles.  Within 
the  past  few  years  the  Poles  have  manifested  a  great 
deal  of  sympathy  towards  England  ;  a  serious  move- 
ment was  set  on  foot  and  made  remarkable  progress 
in  many  directions.  Our  Press  conducted  a  unani- 
mous campaign  against  Germany  in  consequence  of 
her  oppressive  policy,  which  breathed  the  spirit  of 
persecution,  and  vigorously  urged  the  Polish  nation 
to  enter  into  commercial  treaties  with  Great  Britain  ; 
the  result  of  which  was  seen  in  a  visit  of  Warsaw 
merchants  to  London.  Polish  Parliamentarians  in 
Vienna  were  at  the  same  time  animated  by  a  desire 
to  useitheir  influence,  which  is  effective  enough,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  good  relations  between 
Austria  and  Great  Britain.  And  in  literary  quarters 
English  culture  was  enthusiastically  acclaimed. 
Disillusioned. 
For  the  moment  the  visit  has  produced  a  general 
disillusionment.  It  is  not  going  too  far  to  state  that 
the  whole  nation,  of  nearly  23  million  souls,  has 
turned  with  the  utmost  indignation  ard  disgust  from 
the  spectacle  of  the  most  civilised  nation  in  the 
world  riveting  the  bonds  of  friendship  with  men 
whose  hands  are  dripping  with  the  blood  of  innocent 
people  and  whose  laws  are  a  cruel  mockery  of  legis- 
lation, and  can  only  be  regarded  as  tools  of  legalised 
torture  directed  against  whole  nations.  The  English 
visitors  were  accorded  the  privilege  of  attending  the 
debate  in  the  Duma  on  the  detachment  of  the  Holm 
districts.  Did  they  understand  the  real  meaning 
of  this  act  of  annexation  ?  Were  they  aware  of  its 
consequences — that  it  subjects  to  exceptional  laws 
700,000  Poles,  as  many  Ruthenians,  who  are  not 
Russians  at  all  and  are  not  willing  to  become 
Russianised, and  200000  Jews?  All  these  inhabitants 
of  the  district,  whose  ancestors  lived  there  a  thousand 
years  ago,  are  now  to  be  regarded  as  "outsiders,'' 
subjected  to  all  educational  and  administrative 
restrictions,  and  partly  deprived  of  the  right  of 
acquiring  landed  estates.  And  all  this  for  the  benefit 
of  a  small  class  of  Russian  bureaucrats  and  priests  ! 

The  Okhrana  Again. 

Members  of  the  Bar  in  Russian  Poland  and  in 
Russia  are  filled  with  amazement  at  the  case  of  Dr. 
Patek.  which  has  already  been  the  subject  of  inter- 
pellation in  the  Duma  and  of  lectures  and  discussions 
in  St.  Petersburg.  Dr.  Patek  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  advocates  in  Warsaw,  and  ever  since  1905 
he  had  been  giving  his  services  free  for  the  defence 
of  the  victims  of  political  persecution,  saving 
hundreds  from  the  gallows.  This  did  not  go  down 
well  in  certain  circles,  and  an  endeavour  was  made 
to  remove  him  by  entangling  him  in  a  net  of 
intrigues.  An  agent  provocateur  was  sent  by  the 
Okhrana  to  interview  two  girls  who  were  in  prison 
on  a  charge  of  participation  in  the  attempt  on  the 
life  of  M.  Skallon,  Governor  of  Warsaw.  This 
scoundrelly  agent  gave  the  ignorant  girls  to  believe 
that  he  was  the  assistant  of  Dr.  Patek,  to  whom  they 
might  write  a  letter,  addressing  him  as  "  brother  "  and 
giving  all  details  of  their  grievance.  The  letter  was 
written,  and  proved  sufficient  to  cause  the  arrest  of 
Dr.  Patek,  who,  however,  succeeded  in  freeing  him- 
self from  the  nefarious  trap  that  had  been  laid  for 
him  and  gained  his  liberty. 

The  Okhrana,  however,  never  ceases  to  plot  against 
its  opponents,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  advocate 
was  accused  of  having  persuaded  a  political  pri- 
soner to  withdraw  his  former  confession  of  guilt. 
Ah  hough  Dr.  Patek  had  never  taken  up  the  case  of 
this  prisoner,  who  did  not  recognise  in  him  the 
barrister  who  sought  to  induce  him  to  withdraw  his 
confession,  the  judicial  court  in  Warsaw,  without 
troubling  about  proofs,  ordered  the  expulsion  of  an 
advocate  who  had  proved  so  very  inconvenient  to  the 
Okhrana.  Dr.  Patek  has  appealed  to  the  Senate  >n 
St.  Petersburg,  and  the  entire  Bar,  both  in  Russian 
Poland  and  in  Pussia,  is  anxiously  awaiting  the  final 
verdict. 

Repression  Rampant. 

A  number  of  novels,  entitled  Gloria  Victis,  by  the 
famous  Polish  authoress  Mme.  Orreszkova,  have 
been  confiscated  in  Russia. 

Two  charitable  societies  in  Russian  Poland  and 
one  in  St.  Petersburg  have  been  closed  by  the 
Administration.  • 

A  peasant  of  Nowozelazna,  a  village  in  the  Grojec 
district,  has  been  summoned  before  the  Warsaw 
Court  of  Justice.  The  ostensible  charge,  based  on 
the  discovery  of  a  police  officer,  is  that  two  spelling- 
books  and  six  inkstands  were  found  at  his  house. 
This  made  the  authorities  suspect  the  existence  of  a 
secret  school. 


A  political  prisoner,  describing  in  a  letter  his  life 
at  the  Alexandrovsk  Central  Prison,  stales  that  the 
conditions  there  resulted  in  20  per  cent,  of  the 
inmates  being  attacked  by  tubercular  diseases  in  a 
single  year.  The  prison  budget  amounts  to  about 
two  shillings  a  month  for  each  prisoner,  and  even  the 
bread  allowance  is  insufficient. 

The  Executive  of  the  Odessa  Municipality  has  Con- 
cluded the  verification  of  the  birth  entries  of  Jews 
qualified  to  take  part  in  the  elections  for  the  State 
Duma.  The  exclusion  of  a  large  number  of  electors 
is  expected  on  the  ground  of  discrepancies  in  the 

document*. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Diocese  of  Kursk  Archbishop 
Stefan  instructed  the  assembled  clergy  how  to  behave 
at  the  approaching  Duma  elections,  and  enjoined 
them  to  judge  the  parties  exclusively  from  their 
attitude  towards  the  Church. 

"  Even  if  any  of  you  entertains  no  sympathy  for 
or  trust  in  the  representatives  of  the  Right,"  he 
declared,  "  it  is  still  your  duty  to  assist  them  as  a 
party  that  is  useful  and  friendly  to  you.  If  any  of 
the  clergy  should  support  the  Left  at  the  elections  he 
will  prove  himself  to  be  an  enemy  to  the  Church  and 
unqualified  to  be  its  representative.  He  will  also  be 
my  enemy,  and  against  such  I  shall  take  steps  of  my 
own." 


1  •  ••l-'nm  nt  T> »  v  v  vvt  WrsHin.  at  50,  I.incoln'B  Inn  Fjolds.  Loudon.  VV.C. 
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CITIZEN  RIGHTS. 


The  problem  of  nationality  and  of  citizen 
rights  to  which  we  drew  attention  last  week  in 
connection  with  the  case  of  Miss  Malecka  is  one 
that  profoundly  affects  every  civilised  country. 
By  insisting  on  her  own  peculiar  ideas  on  these 
subjects  Russia  issues  a  characteristically  brazen 
defiance  to  the  whole  world ;  she  turns  her  back 
upon  the  wise  evolution  in  international  customs 
according  to  which  her  contemporaries  have 
moulded  and  adapted  their  laws,  and  in  this,  as 
in  all  her  other  attitudes,  she  flaunts  a  consistent 
obscurantism.  In  our  article  last  week  it  was 
pointed  out  that  on  her  own  territory  Russia 
claimed  as  Russian  citizens  even  the  English- 
born  descendants  of  those  of  her  former  subjects 
who  had  become  naturalised  in  this  country, 
and  that,  if  the  British  Government  were  to 
assent  to  this  doctrine,  and  were  to  limit  its 
responsibility  accordingly,  it  would  be  dividing 
British -born  citizens  into  two  classes,  of  which 
one  would  be  entitled  to  full  protection  and  the 
other  would  not.  These  observations  apply,  of 
course,  to  other  countries  besides  our  own,  and 
the  time  has  clearly  arrived  for  bringing  pressure 
to  bear  upon  Russia,  whose  mediaeval  views  on 
the  subject  of  nationality  are  so  completely  out 
o£  harmony  with  the  opinions  of  modern  civilisa- 
tion, and  constitute  so  distinct  a  menace  to  the 
personal  safety  of  any  one  against  whom  even  a 
remote  Russian  ancestry  can  be  proved. 

In  point  of  fact,  this  division  of  British-born 
citizens  into  the  two  classes  we  have  defined 
actually  does  take  place.  We  refer  to  the  condi- 
tions and  restrictions  imposed  upon  the  entry  into 
Russia  of  those  of  our  compatriots  who  happen 
to  profess  the  Jewish  faith..  Here,  again,  the 
same  thing  applies  to  all  other  countries,  but  it 
will  help  to  crystallise  the  problem  if  we  examine 
it  with  sole  reference  to  our  own  country.  For 
years  Russia  has  discriminated  against  Jewish 
citizens  of  the  United  Kingdom,  whether  of 
British  or  of  other  parentage,  purely  on  the 
ground  of  their  religion.  The  discrimination, 
which  has  been  tolerated  by  our  own  Foreign 
Office,  takes  two  forms :  in  the  first  place,  it  is 
usual,  except  in  very  special  instances,  for  the 
Russian  representatives  in  this  country  to  refuse 
to  viser  the  passports  of  Jews  who  wish  to  visit 
Russia,  so  that  they  are  prevented  from  entering 
the  country  at  all ;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
those  who  are  admitted  are  subjected  to  oppres- 
sive restrictions,  particularly  with  regard  to 
residence,  which  are  applied  to  no  other  class  of 
foreigners.  The  fact  that  Russia  has  adopted 
certain  peculiar  methods  of  dealing  with  her  own 
Jews  is  no  argument  for  extending  the  same 
inhuman  treatment  to  the  subjects  of  all  other 
nations  who  profess  Judaism.  In  some  vague  way 
Russia  affects  to  regard  her  Jewish  population 
as  "  undesirable,"  or  at  any  rate  as  unfitted  for 
the  exercise  of  full  citizen  rights  ;  does  Great 
Britain  acquiesce  in  the  assumption  that  her  own 
Jewish  subjects  are  deserving  of  disabilities  ?  In 
discussing  this  question  it  should  always  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  discrimination  is  not 
exercised  upon  grounds  of  race  (as  is  done  else- 
where in  the  case  of  Asiatic  peoples)  or  of  social 
habits  (as  in  the  case  of  the  Mormons),  but 
follows  exclusively  from  the  profession  of  a 
certain  religious  faith  against  which,  from  the 


point  of  view  of  morality,  no  serious  arguments 
can  be  raised.  Nothing  is  alleged  against  Jews 
except  that  they  are  of  the  Jewish  religion  ;  and 
because  of  this  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce and  Navigation  concluded  between  this 
country  and  Russia  in  1859  are  openly  disregarded. 

In  a  future  article  we  shall  inquire  more  closely 
into  the  passport  question  as  it  affects  Great 
Britain.  That  it  does  touch  us  very  seriously 
can  be  proved  up  to  the  hilt,  in  spite  of  the  airy 
observation  of  the  Times,  Apropos  of  the  American 
agitation,  that  "  the  controversy  is  happily  one 
which  does  not  affect  ourselves."  Thirty  years 
ago  Lord  Granville  was  already  engaged  in  an 
altercation  with  the  Russian  Government  on 
this  very  subject,  and  because,  after  delivering  a 
series  of  weighty  and  unanswerable  protests,  he 
allowed  the  matter  to  drop  at  the  time,  British 
citizens  of  the  Jewish  faith  have  since  then  been 
either  prohibited  from  going  to  Russia  or  treated 
with  the  greatest  contumely  when  allowed  to 
enter.  We  are  glad  to  learn,  however,  that 
steps  are  now  being  taken  to  move  the  Foreign 
Office  to  insist  on  a  better  observance  of  the 
Treaty  of  1859,  and  that  similar  proceedings  are 
in  contemplation  ir.  other  countries.  That 
Russia,  with  her  obsolete  views  of  nationality 
and  her  arbitrary  distinctions  of  citizenship, 
should  have  been  allowed  all  these  years  to  flout 
international  custom  arul  to  trample  upon  her 
own  definite  undertakings  to  other  countries — 
this  is  not  the  least  puzzling  feature  of  the 
eternal  Russian  problem. 


THE  FAMINE. 


According  to  advices  from  Moscow,  the  misery  and 
sufferings  of  the  peasantry,  owing  to  the  famine,  are 
being  increased  by  the  dishonesty  and  corruption  of 
the  officials  and  contractors  entrusted  with  the  work 
of  distributing  grain  and  food  among  the  starving 
peasantry.  In  consequence,  thousands  are  perishing 
who  under  a  proper  system  of  relief  would  have  been 
saved. 

As  an  example  of  this  corruption  we  may  quote 
the  fact  that  recently  there  arrived  at  the  station  of 
Atyasheko,  on  the  Moscow-Kazan  Railway,  several 
waggon-loads  of  grain  for  the  starving  peasantry  of 
the  government  of  Simbirsk.  On  the  waggons  being 
emptied  it  was  discovered  that  they  were  loaded 
with  a  mixture  of  rubbish  and  rye,  instead  of  rye 
only. 

In  the  governments  of  Saratov,  Samara,  and 
Simbirsk  the  sufferings  of  the  peasantry  are  very 
severe.  The  wretched  stuff  the  peasants  are  obliged 
to  eat  is  causing  an  outbreak  of  hunger  typhus,  which 
is  carrying  away  large  numbers  of  them. 


LIBERTY   OF   SPEECH   IN  THE 
DUMA. 


The  Council  of  Ministers  has  again  discussed 
the  question  of  the  prosecution  of  the  thirty-four 
Deputies  who  signed  the  interpellation  on  the 
murder  of  Dr.  Karavayeff .  M.  Kokovtsoff  considered 
such  a  step  to  be  contrary  to  Art.  14  of  the  Duma's 
constitution,  which  secures  for  Deputies  full  liberty 
of  speech.  The  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  most 
of  the  other  Ministers  agreed  with  the  Premier,  who 
was  opposed,  however,  by  the  Minister  of  Justice. 

Ultimately  the  Cabinet  declared  itself  to  be  incom- 
petent to  decide  the  matter,  and  allowed  the  case  to 
be  deferred  automatically  to  the  First  Department  of 
the  Council  of  State. 


The  investigation  into  the  Kieff  Okhrana  by 
Senator  Trussevich  is  said  to  have  established  the 
fact  that  the  staff  of  that  branch  of  the  secret  police 
is  composed  of  a  number  of  officers  who  bear  a 
criminal  record. 


THE    RASPUTIN  SCANDAL. 


Hushed    Up   by   the  Government. 


DUMA  INTERPELLATION. 


Within  the  sacred  circles  of  the  Holy  Synod, 
apparently  tolerated  by  its  chiefs  and  screened  from 
publicity  by  the  Government,  a  shameful  scandal  has 
for  some  time  existed.  The  matter  has  already  been 
vaguely  dealt  with  in  Darkest  Russia,  and  has 
indirectly  formed  the  subject  of  an  interpellation  in 
the  Duma  ;  but  the  time  has  now  arrived  for  its  clearer 
exposure,  although  the  nature  of  the  abuses  forbids 
more  than  a  suggestion  of  what  is  allowed  to  take 
place  under  the  a;gis  of  the  Orthodox  Church. 

The  central  figure  in  the  unsavoury  story  is  a  self- 
styled  "holy  man  "  from  Siberia,  named  Rasputin,  a 
former  protege  of  that  delectable  pair  of  clerics,  Bishop 
Hermogen  and  the  Monk  Iliodor.  This  person  was 
introduced  by  his  patrons  into  the  powerful  and 
exclusive  circle  of  which  the  Holy  Synod  is  the 
guiding  spirit,  and  which  has  its  headquarters  in  the 
salon  of  a  certain  well-known  Countess.  After  a  time 
the  relations  between  Rasputin  and  his  protectors 
became  strained, the  influence  of  the  "holy  man"  in 
this  clerico-aristocratic  milieu  eclipsing  that  of  the 
Bishop  and  the  Monk  ;  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
this  was  the  cause  of  the  recent  attacks  on  the  Holy 
Synod  by  Hermogen  and  Iliodor,  which  led  to  their 
dismissal. 

The   "Holy   Man"   and  his  Victims. 

Rasputin  has  held  no  office  in  the  Church,  but 
poses  as  a  religious  man  ;  and  under  cover  of  reli- 
gious mysticism  he  has  indulged  in  the  grossest 
immorality.  In  this  he  was  largely  assisted  by  the 
wave  of  hysterical  pietism  which  the  counter-revolu- 
tion has  set  in  motion  among  a  section  of  the 
aristocracy,  and  implicated  in  his  shameful  exploits 
are  persons  moving  in  the  highest  ranks  of  Russian 
society.  In  the  Duma  M.  Gutchkoff,  the  Octobrist 
leader,  was  moved  to  exclaim  that  "  the  sanctity  of 
the  Altar  and  the  sanctity  of  the  Throne"  were 
endangered  by  these  shameful  proceedings. 

That  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  knew  of  what 
was  going  on,  and  took  no  steps  to  check  it,  there 
cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt.  Bishop  Theophane, 
formerly  one  of  Rasputin's  patrons,  changed  his 
opinion  of  him  after  a  time  and  produced  written 
complaints  from  some  of  the  "  holy  man's"  victims. 
Rasputin  was  thereupon  ordered  to  return  to  Siberia, 
but  his  protectors  used  their  powerful  influence  not 
only  to  secure  his  restoration,  but  to  get  the  Bishop 
packed  off  po«t-haste  to  the  Crimea  ;  and  it  is  stated 
that  attempts  are  even  being  made  to  have  the  latter 
removed  from  his  office.  Gradually  the  scandal 
leaked  out,  and  guarded  references  to  it  began  to 
appear  in  some  of  the  newspapers.  Then  came  the 
crowning  scandal.  The  Government  issued  an  injunc- 
tion to  the  Press  forbidding  all  mention  of  the  Rasputin 
affair. 

The   Government's  Illegality. 

Such  an  order,  prohibiting  in  advance  the  publica- 
tion of  specified  matters,  is  grossly  illegal — in  direct 
contravention  of  the  Constitution  and  of  a  previous 
decision  of  the  third  Duma  itself.  According  to  law, 
the  authorities  have  only  the  power  to  inflict  confis- 
cation or  other  penalties  after  the  publication  of 
matter  to  which  objection  is  taken  ;  they  have  no 
right  to  exercise  a  preventive  censorship. 

The  injunction,  however,  did  not  entirely  fulfil  its 
purpose.  It  was  disregarded  by  the  Moscow  Voice, 
the  leading  organ  of  the  Octobrists,  which  published 
an  article,  over  the  signature  of  M.  Novosseloff, 
Director  of  the  Library  of  Religious  Philosophy, 
vigorously  protesting  against  the  ecclesiastical  scan- 
dals. The  issue  of  the  paper  was  promntly  confis- 
cated and  legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  it,  as 
well  as  against  another  paper  which  published 
extracts  from  the  offending  article.  Hitherto  the 
Octobrists  in  the  Duma  have  displayed  a  ready  sub- 
servience to  the  bureaucracy.  But  the  confiscation 
of  their  Party  organ  aroused  their  wrath,  and  an 
interpellation  on  the  matter  was  introduced  in  the 
Duma  and  the  motion  for  its  urgency  carried  with 
only  one  dissentient.    The  Octobrists  took  care  to 
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include  in  the  interpellation  the  full  text  of  the  article 
in  the  Moscow  Voice,  which  could  consequently  be 
reproduced  in  all  the  papers,  as  a  Parliamentary 
document,  without  risk  of  punishment.  The  inter- 
pellation insists  on  the  illegal  character  of  the  admin- 
istrative and  judicial  proceedings  against  the  two 
journals,  and  of  the  preventive  injunction  issued  by 
the  Government  with  regard  to  trie  Rasputin  affair. 

Another  Octobrist  interpellation  which  is  down  for 
discussion  deals  with  the  further  confiscation  of  the 
Moscow  Voice  for  publishing  an  interview  with  the 
Monk  Iliodore,  who  ascribes  his  own  trouble  and 
that  of  Bishop  Hermogen  to  the  intrigues  of  Rasputin, 
and  who  now  denounces  his  former  proUgi  as  "  a 
devil  in  the  guise  of  a  man,"  and  as  "  an  agent  of 
Witte,  the  Russian  Yuan-Shi-Kai." 

The  Retch  publishes  an  interview  with  a  high  eccle- 
siastical dignitary,  who  states  that  it  is  sheer 
hypocrisy  on  the  part  of  Bishop  Hermogen  and 
the  Monk  Iliodore  to  represent  themselves  as  having 
been  hostile  to  Rasputin,  seeing  that  thev  were  not 
only  responsible  for  his  introduction  to  the  Church 
"  camariila,"  but  were  his  friends  up  to  the  very 
moment  of  their  dismissal. 

An  Indictment  of  the  Holy  Synod. 

M.  Xovosseloff,  the  author  of  the  original  article  in 
the  Moscow  Voice  in  which  the  Rasputin  affair  was 
shown  up,  has  written  another  article  in  the  same 
paper  definitely  accusing  the  Holy  Synod  of  having 
been  privy  to  the  scandal.    He  says  : — 

"  The  information  confirming  my  view  about 
Rasputin  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Chancellery 
of  the  Chief  Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod  as  far 
back  as  1910,  and  perhaps  earlier. 

"  I  am  convinced  that  all  the  present  members  of  the 
Synod  are  acquainted  with  the  personality  and  activity 
of  Rasputin,  while  I  know  and  affirm  it  as  a  certainty 
with  regard  to  the  majority  of  the  present  high 
prelates  on  the  Synod,  whose  names  I  need  not 
enumerate  on  this  occasion. 

"  I  am  able  to  confirm  a'l  I  said  by  written  docu- 
ments Jnd  the  deposition  of  witnesses." 


THE   CAUCASUS  TROUBLE. 


Official   Manipulation   of   Documents  in 
Trial  of  158  Armenians. 


The  Senate  is  still  engaged  on  the  secret  trial  of 
158  Armenians — priests,  noblemen,  millionaires, 
students,  and  peasants — who  are  accused  of  revolu- 
tionary activity  in  the  Caucasus.  The  trial  has 
already  lasted  a  month,  and  the  end  is  not  yet  in 
sight. 

There  appears  to  be  a  very  good  reason,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  authorities,  for  hearing  the  case 
behind  closed  doors.  It  is  stated  that  the  forgeries 
and  falsification  of  documents  committed  by  the 
officials  who  instituted  the  prosecution  could  not 
s'and  the  light  of  day.  This  scandal  has  become  so 
flagrant  that  the  Senate  was  moved  to  consent  to  an 
expert  examination  of  the  "incriminating"  docu- 
ments, which,  however,  had  meanwhile  been  spirited 
away. 

The  Minister  of  Justice  has  now  ordered  all  the 
decuments  in  the  case  to  be  handed  over  to  the 
Examining  Magistrate  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Circuit 
Court.  The  latter  is  to  proceed  to  a  fresh  preliminary 
investigation,  with  the  object  of  finding  out  how 
several  important  papers,  included  among  the 
material  evidence  in  the  trial,  came  to  disappear 
during  the  very  sittings  of  the  Senate. 


THE    "  RITUAL    MURDER " 
CHARGE. 

Application    to   Prosecute  the  Defending 
Counsel. 


The  Public  Prosecutor  at  the  Kieff  Court  has 
applied  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  for  leave  to  pro- 
secute Advocate  Grusenberg,  who  is  to  act  as  leading 
counsel  for  the  defence  in  the  "ritual  murder"  trial. 
The  offence  alleged  against  M.  (irusenberg  is  that  he 
criticised  the  action  of  the  Court  in  an  interview 
published  in  a  Kieff  newspaper,  the  Vccherniaya 
Gazcltn. 

It  has  been  decided  that  the  trial  of  Beilis  is  to 
take  place  in  public  at  the  Kieff  Circuit  Court.  It  is 
noted  that  the  President  of  that  Court,  M.  Grabar, 
was  the  author  of  the  restrictions  recently  directed 
against  Jewish  assistant-advocates. 

Witnesses  for  the  Defence. 

A  number  of  famous  theologians  are  to  be  called 
by  the  defence  for  the  purpose  of  refuting  th 
"  blood  "  libel.  Among  them  is  Prince  Obolensky,  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  State,  and  ex-Procurator 
of  the  Holy  Svnod.  Application  has  been  made  to 
the  Court  for  the  summoning  of  154  witnesses  in  all, 
including,  besides  the  theologians  already  referred 
to,  a  number  of  Professors,  alienists,  surgeons,  and 
medical  experts.  The  surgeons  are  being  sum- 
moned in  view  of  the  striking  discrepancy  between 
the  published  results  of  the  first  and  second  autopsies 
performed  on  the  body  of  the  murdered  boy,  and  the 
medical  experts  will  decide  whether  the  wounds 
found  on  Yuschinsky's  corpse  were  inflicted  before 
or  after  death. 

Other  witnesses  are  expected  to  prove  that  the 
murder  was  committed  at  the  lodgings  of  the  woman 
Tshebyryakova  by  a  gang  of  thieves  whose  malprac- 
tices were  known  to  Yuschinsky,  and  who  were 
therefore  anxious  to  get  rid  of  him.  Others,  too,  will 
depose  that  on  the  date  of  the  murder  the  accused 
man,  Beilis,  was  busy  during  the  whole  day  at  the 
factory  where  he  was  employed,  without  absenting 
himself  for  any  part  of  the  time. 

Detective  Chief  Arrested. 

Together  with  his  two  subordinates,  Mischuk,  the 
former  head  of  the  Kieff  Detective  Department,  has 
been  placed  under  arrest  on  a  charge  of  manufacturing 
false  evidence  in  the  Yuschinsky  case.  It  is  stated  that 
these  men,  who  had  charge  of  the  investigation  into 
the  murder,  concocted  evidence  against  two  men 
whom  they  accused  of  the  murder. 

It  is  repcrted  that  Mischuk  has  handed  the  examin- 
ing magistrate  a  written  statement.  In  it  he  says 
that  an  informer  told  him  that  the  crime  had  been 
committed  by  two  thieves,  who  sought  to  give  it  the 
appearance  of  a  "  ritual  murder  "  in  order  to  provoke 
a  pogrom  against  the  Jews,  and  thus  provide  an 
opportunity  for  plunder.  Some  of  the  informer's 
statements  were  verified  by  the  Moscow  Detective 
Department.  Mischuk  concludes  by  declaring  that 
he  is  the  victim  of  an  unfortunate  series  of  occur- 
rences. His  prosecution  is  attributed  in  some  quarters 
to  the  vindictiveness  of  the  anti-Semitic  members  of 
the  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  because  he  declined, 
in  spite  of  the  inspiration  of  his  superior  officers,  to 
be  convinced  that  the  murder  was  prompted  by 
religious  motives. 

The  chief  witness  for  the  defence,  the  woman 
Tshebyryakova,  who  had  been  arrested  on  a  trumped- 
up  charge  of  theft,  was  liberated,  only  to  be  rearrested 
on  a  similar  charge. 


RUSSIA   AND   THE  EX-SHAH. 

The  Retch  publishes  a  telegram  from  Baku,  dated 
the  22nd  inst.,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  attack  on 
the  Russian  troops  at  Ardebil,  in  Northern  Persia, 
was  arranged  by  the  ex-Shah  with  the  object  of  pro- 
voking a  punitive  cxperlition  against  the  local  popu- 
lation, which  is  devoted  to  the  Constitutional  cause. 

The  recent  assassination  of  the  enlightened  Mollah 
Akundi  at  Baku  is  also  attributed  to  the  agents  of  the 
<;x-Shah.  The  late  Mollah,  it  is  stated,  protested 
successfully  against  Mohammed  Ali's  followers 
enlisting  horsemen  at  Baku  for  service  in  the  invad- 
ing forces,  and  thus  incurred  the  hostility  of  the  ex- 
Shah.  The  daughter  of  the  victim  has  identified 
three  Persians  as  the  perpetrators  of  the  murder,  to 
which  several  highly-placed  persons  are  said  to  have 
been  privy.   

THE    MENACE    OF  VEGETA- 
RIANISM. 

The  local  Tolstoyists  have  started  a  vegetarian 
restaurant  at  Poltava.  The  head  of  the  police  has 
forbidden  the  organisers  to  distribute  among  the 
visitors  to  the  restaurant  any  pamphlets  or  leaflets  on 
vegetarianism. 


MURDER   OF  POLITICAL 
PRISONERS. 


One  of  Tolmatcheff's  Practices. 

M.  Kublitzky-Piotukh,  the  former  head  of  the 
Odessa  police,  who  resigned  his  post  because  he 
would  not  participate  in  the  enormities  and  illegali- 
ties of  the  late  Prefect,  General  Tolmatcheff,  was 
recently  summoned  to  Odessa  in  connection  with  an 
inquiry  into  the  murder  of  a  political  prisoner  by  his 
guards.  Similar  cases  are  of  frequent  occurrence, 
and  can  be  practised  with  impunity  through  the 
ready  excuse  that  the  prisoner  had  attempted  to 
escape. 

Before  leaving  Odessa  the  former  chief  of  police 
declared  that  the  murder  of  political  prisoners  used 
to  be  a  regular  practice  in  the  time  of  General  Tol- 
matcheff ;  he  reported  on  the  matter  to  the  authori- 
ties, but  without  any  visible  result. 


In  order  to  avcid  the  incessant  persecutions  of  the 
authorities  the  publishing  offices  of  the  local  liogorod- 
skuya  Retch,  which  has  just  been  confiscated  again, 
have  been  transferred  from  Bogorodsk  to  Moscow. 


RUSSIA  AND  FINLAND. 


Finnish   Representation    at  Foreign 
Conferences. 

A  WARNING  TO  SWEDEN. 

[From  Our  Own-  Correspondent.] 

Helsixgpors,  February  2oth. 

Every  time  Fmland  becomes  visible  abroad,  FTlUfh 
becomes  ludicrously  agitated.  For  this  reason  a 
special  Order  was  issued  according  to  which  repre- 
sentatives from  Finnish  State  institutions  may  be 
sent  to  functions  abroad  only  in  conjunction  with 
Russian  delegates.  In  the  absence  of  the  latter  the 
Finns  must  stay  at  home  as  well. 

This  preposterous  Order  has  been  in  force  since 
1909,  and  has  injuriously  affected  Finnish  traffic  with 
foreign  countries,  since  it  precluded  representatives 
of  the  Finnish  State  railways  from  attending  inter- 
national conferences  and  from  taking  part  in  the 
transaction  of  important  tariff  matters.  Several  inter- 
national tariff  scandals  have  at  last  opened  the  eyes 
of  the  Russian  Council  of  Ministers,  which  has  now 
effected  a  modification  of  the  Order,  allowing  Finn- 
to  take  part  in  international  meetings  relating  to 
questions  of  traffic.  But  they  must  not  dream  of 
attending  officially  any  other  meetings,  unless  Russia 
is  represented  there.  That  would  be  contrary  to 
command.    Finland  must  not  be  seen. 

The  Pilots  Resign. 

The  news  of  the  intention  to  place  the  Finnish 
Lightship  and  Pilot  Service  under  the  control  of 
the  Russian  Admiralty  has  created  the  greatest  alarm 
in  the  business  world  of  Finland.  All  the  large  ship- 
owners of  the  country  have  addressed  a  petition  to 
the  Tsar  not  to  carry  out  the  proposed  transformation, 
as  it  would  lead  to  most  ruinous  consequences  for 
the  country's  trade  and  navigation.  The  pilots  have 
already  begun  to  send  in  their  resignations,  in  spite 
of  the  strenuous  efforts  of  General  Samsonoff,  the 
Director  of  the  Service,  to  induce  them  to  remain. 
General  Samsonoff  has  informed  the  pilots  that  their 
resignations  will  not  be  accepted,  and  that  they  will 
be  compelled  by  force  to  remain  in  the  Service. 

A  Remarkable  Pamphlet. 

A  pamphlet  by  the  well-known  Swedish  traveller 
and  discoverer  Sven  Hedin,  in  which  he  addresses  a 
warning  to  his  own  people  with  regard  to  Russian 
policy  in  Finland,  is  meeting  with  well-deserved 
attention.  M.  Hedin  advises  his  countrymen  to  exert 
all  their  strength  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  a  pro- 
longed struggle,  since  Russia  wishes  to  move  the 
Cossack  frontier  to  the  sea.  Russian  policy,  he  says, 
has  striven  for  a  long  time  systematically  and  with  a 
set  purpose  to  reach  in  the  South-east  the  Indian 
Ocean  across  Persia,  and  the  Xorth-west  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  across  Scandinavia.  The  pamphlet  has  had 
a  remarkable  success,  two  editions,  amounting  to 
800,000  copies,  having  been  sold,  while  a  third  edition 
is  in  the  press.  Its  contents  are  all  the  more  sur- 
prising because  the  pamphlet,  which,  of  course,  is 
not  likely  to  meet  with  any  particular  approval  in 
Russia,  was  published  immediately  after  M.  Hedin's 
return  from  a  journey  to  St.  Petersburg,  where  he 
was  received  by  the  Tsar,  and  had  a  lengthy  conver- 
sation with  his  Majesty. 

The  persecution  of  Finnish  officials  under  the 
Russian  regime  is  assuming  the  most  amazing  and 
brutal  forms.  The  secretary  of  a  Procurator,  who 
declined  to  countersign  an  illegal  order  issued  by 
that  Russian  official,  was  punished  with  suspension 
from  office  for  four  months  and  deprived  of  all  his 
sources  of  income.  An  officer  of  the  Administration 
in  Eastern  Finland  was  prevented  by  the  execution 
of  another  official  duty  from  waiting  immediately  on 
the  newly-arrived  Governor,  and  when  he  did  appear 
he  was  not  in  evening  dress,  which  he  did  not  carry 
about  with  him.  For  this  imaginary  want  of  respect 
he  was  dismissed  without  any  ceremony,  in  spite  of 
his  long  and  useful  service  record.  The  Senate 
afterwards  mitigated  his  punishment  to  one  of  tem- 
porary suspension. 

Russian  Adventurers  for  Finnish  Posts. 

In  accordance  with  the  new  "law"  as  to  the  rights 
of  Russians  in  Finland,  which  was  promulgated  on 
the  7th  inst.,  every  Finnish  office  and  department  will 
soon  be  filled  with  Russian  fortune-seekers  ;  from 
these  no  other  qualification  will  be  required  except 
that  they  shall  be  the  obedient  instruments  of  their 
superiors,  who  come  over  here  from  Asia  in  order  to 
introduce  new  customs  and  to  make  the  Finns 
realise  the  happiness  of  living  in  the  closest  relations 
with  Russia. 

The  Committee,  presided  over  by  M.  Kryzhan- 
ovsky,  for  dealing  with  the  question  of  detaching  two 
Finnish  parishes  and  incorporating  them  with 
Russia,  has  not  been  able  to  hold  any  meetings 
owing  to  the  illness  of  its  Chairman.  But,  for  all 
that,  the  plan  has  by  no  means  been  abandoned,  and 
it  is  more  likely  to  be  extended. 
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"  To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great 
sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Crom- 
well on  the  Persecution  of  the  Vaudois. 

NOTES. 


The  Holy  Synod  Scandal. 

It  is  as  painful  for  us  to  publish  as  it  will  be 
for  our  readers  to  peruse  the  account  of  the  Holy 
Synod  scandal  we  give  elsewhere.  The  details 
we  find  it  impossible  to  print,  but  from  the 
discreetly  worded  revelations  made  in  our 
columns  the  terrible  gravity  of  the  affair  will  be 
understood.  How  even  the  friends  of  the 
Russian  bureaucracy  regard  the  matter  may  be 
gathered  from,  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Duma 
by  the  Octobrist  leader,  M.  Gutchkoff.  "The 
popular  conscience,"  he  declared,  "  is  deeply 
stirred  ;  I  know  not  what  dark  phantoms  of  the 
Middle  Ages  are  parading  before  us.  There  is 
an  evil  gnawing  at  the  Russian  State.  A 
danger  menaces  the  sacred  welfare  of  the  people. 
But  where  are  its  guardians  ?  "  It  is  difficult  to 
exaggerate  the  significance  of  words  such  as 
these,  coming  from  such  a  quarter  ;  and  when  we 
find  the  same  speaker  affirming  "the  sanctity  of 
the  Altar  and  the  sanctity  of  the  Throne  "  to  be 
imperilled  by  the  existence  of  the  scandal,  it  is 
unnecessary  for  us  to  insist  further  upon  its  con- 
taminating effect.  There  will  be  many  who 
would  like  to  believe  that  the  heads  of  the  Holy 
Synod,  the  custodians  of  the  Orthodox  Church, 
were  themselves  unaware  of  the  blasphemous 
immorality  that  was  flourishing  in  their  midst  ; 
unfortunately,  however,  that  belief  is  impossible. 
Bishop  Theophane  was  venturesome  enough  to 
direct  attention  to  the  scandal  in  certain  hierh 
quarters,  and  the  result  was  that  he  was  bundled 
out  of  St.  Petersburg. 


The  Government's  Part. 

And  what  of  the  part  played  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  affair  ?  As  soon  as  the  desrradin°- 
details  began  to  leak  out  it  took  the  illegal  step 
of  forbidding  the  Press  to  make  any  reference  to 
the  matter.  The  disregard  of  this  injunction  by 
the  chief  organ  of  the  Octobrists,  and  the  conse- 
quent confiscation  of  the  paper,  gave  the  members 
of  that  party  the  opportunity  of  raising  the  subject 
in  the  Duma,  and,  by  adroitly  including  in  their 
interpellation  the  full  text  of  the  censored  article, 
they  ensured  its  safe  publication  in  every  corner 
of  the  Empire.  There  can  be  no  hushing-up  of 
the  scandal  now.  The  whole  country  is  ringing 
with  if,  and  the  devout  Christianity  of  the 
Orthodox  masses  has  received  a  shock  that  must 
cause  many  a  head  to  be  bowed  in  shame.  The 
interpellation,  which  was  declared  to  be  "  urgent " 
by  the  practically  unanimous  voice  of  the  Duma, 
is  still  to  be  discussed  ;  when  the  debate  comes  on 
we  trust  that  the  Octobrists,  displaying  some  sign 
of  grace,  will  not  flinch  from  the  task  they  have 
undertaken,  and  will  drive  home  the  guilt  of  the 
Holy  Synod  and  of  the  Government  with  un- 
sparing vigour. 

Retaliation. 

The  Nationalists,  who  form  the  mainstay  of 
the  Government's  influence  in  the  Duma,  have 
shown  the  world  of  what  stuff  they  are  made. 


Meeting  in  St.  Petersburg  on  Thursday,  they 
outlined  their  proposals  for  retaliating  against 
the  United  States  in  connection  with  that 
country's  denunciation  of  the  passport  abuses. 
What  they  have  in  mind  is  to  exclude  all 
American  Jews  from  Russia,  no  matter  what 
their  position  and  occupation  may  be,  and  to  raise 
the  tariff  on  American  imports.  Presumably 
they  will  introduce  a  Bill  on  these  lines  into  the 
Duma,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  Octo- 
brists, the  other  wing  of  the  Government's 
supporters,  recently  advocated  the  imposition  of 
a  prohibitive  tariff  on  goods  from  the  States,  it 
may  be  supposed  that  such  a  measure  would 
easily  be  carried.  That  some  step  of  this  kind 
is  seriously  contemplated  may  be  surmised  from 
the  fact  that,  as  we  reported  last  week,  the 
Council  of  Ministers  has  been  discussing  the 
possibility  of  a  stoppage  of  American  cotton 
imports.  One  need  not  be  a  very  rabid  Free 
Trader  to  be  convinced  that,  with  Russian  indus- 
tries in  their  present  condition,  the  imposition  of 
a  prohibitive  tariff  would  injure  nobody  more 
than  Russia  herself. 


The  Persian  Debate. 

The  widespread  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  with 
the  way  the  Persian  business  has  been  handled 
found  due  expression  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  Wednesday  last,  when  Mr.  Ponsonby,  Mr. 
Morrell,  and  others  made  good  use  of  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  them  by  the  debate  on  the 
Address.  A  crushing  and  unanswerable  indict- 
ment was  made  out  against  Russia  by  the  con- 
nected story  of  how  she  took  advantage  of  the 
Persian  revolution  and  the  disturbance  caused 
by  the  fight  for  a  constitutional  regime  to  push 
her  own  material  interests  at  the  expense  of 
Persia's  welfare ;  how,  after  encouraging  and 
assisting  the  ex-Shah  to  stir  up  disorder,  she 
used  that  same  disorder  as  a  pretext  for  armed 
interference  ;  how  she  procured  the  dismissal  of 
Mr.  Shuster,  who  was  setting  the  country  on 
its  legs,  and,  with  the  dissolution  of  the  Mejliss, 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  thecherished  dream 
of  constitutional  government.  Then  there  were 
the  atrocious  barbarities  by  which  she  sig- 
nalised her  hold  over  the  country,  the  savage 
repression  of  patriotism  and  loyalty,  and  now  the 
prospect  of  a  permanent  military  occupation. 
This  bare  outline  of  Russia's  activity  may  be 
illustrated  at  every  point  with  an  abundance  of 
repellent  details,  and  after  its  recital  it  is  difficult 
to  understand  how  she  can  possess  a  single 
apologist  in  this  country. 


Weighed  in  the  Balance. 

And  yet  we  are  faced  with  the  amazing  fact 
that  throughout  we  have  not  only  condoned 
Russia's  course  of  action,  but  in  many  respects 
have  actually  identified  ourselves  with  it.  As 
Mr.  Ponsonby  observed,  when  one  sees  sentiment, 
honour,  justice,  expediency,  strategy,  and  the 
prestige  of  this  country  all  in  one  balance,  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  what  the  Foreign  Secretary 
finds  to  outweigh  them.  Sir  Edward  Grey 
argues  that  without  the  Anglo-Russian  Con- 
vention things  would  have  been  very  much 
worse  in  Persia  than  they  are  to-day.  That,  of 
course,  is  a  matter  for  conjecture,  and  there  will 
be  some  who  will  be  disposed  to  doubt  whether 
the  condition  of  Persia,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  an  independent  State,  could  be  much  worse 
than  it  is.  In  any  case  we  are  not  concerned  to 
attack  the  Convention,  but  to  deplore  the  fact 
that  its  terms  and  its  spirit  have  been  so 
obviously  disregarded.  When  we  are  further 
told  that  we  have  to  choose  between  acquiescing 
in  Russia's  aggression  and  declaring  war  on  that 
country,  we  can  only  reply,  in  Sir  Edward  Grey's 
own  words :  "  That  is  the  sort  of  statement 
that  makes  debate  impossible." 


Arms  and  the  Jew. 

In  spite  of  the  infamous  treatment  which  they 
receive  throughout  Russia  at  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  the  Jews  have  performed  patriotic 
and  even  heroic  service  in  the  Army,  especially 
during  the  war  with  Japan.  At  the  present 
time  they  actually  supply,  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers,  a  larger  military  contingent  than  the 
rest  of  the  population.  Nevertheless,  with  a 
sublime  disregard  of  facts,  the  State  Defence 
Committee  has  declared  the  Jews  to  constitute 
an  injurious  element  in  the  Army,  and  has 
recommended  their  exclusion  from  the  Service. 
Since  no  member  of  the  Liberal  parties  is  allowed 
a  place  on  this  Committee,  and  its  member's 
represent  the  majority  in  the  Duma,  it  might 
have  been  expected  that  the  new  Military  Service 
Act,  which  has  just  been  considered  by  the 
"popular"  assembly,  would  relieve  the  Jews, 
who  in  other  ways  are  not  treated  as  fully- 
qualified  citizens,  from  conscription.  In  point 
of  fact,  however,  the  Duma  has  not  only  decided 
on  the  retention  of  Jews  in  the  Army,  but  has 
compelled  them  to  serve  under  conditions  which 
do  not  apply  to  other  Russian  subjects.  Among 
the  rest  of  the  population  the  sole  breadwinner 
of  a  family  is  allowed  exemption  from  active 
service  ;  in  the  case  of  Jews  this  exemption  is 
not  to  have  effect,  and  the  result  will  be  starva- 
tion for  thousands  of  Jewish  families.  Another 
harsh  provision  of  the  military  laws,  which  also 
applies  exclusively  to  this  community,  enacts 
that  the  relatives  of  every  missing  Jew  of 
military  age  must  pay  a  fine  of  300  rouble?, 
which  is  exacted  even  in  the  case  of  Jews  who 
have  settled  or  died  abroad.  And  so  the  weary 
tale  of  oppression  goes  on. 


An  Odessa  Tragedy. 

One  can  well  understand  the  terribly  painful 
impression  created  in  Odessa  by  the  recent 
suicide  of  Director  Iglitsky,  whose  funeral  the 
other  day  was  made  the  occasion  of  a  striking 
demonstration  of  sympathy.  The  immense 
crowds  who  followed  the  dead  man  to  his  last 
resting-place  personified  the  struggle  of  the 
masses  [for  liberation  from  the  cruel  and  violent 
oppression  of  Russian  officialdom ;  and  the 
Cossacks  who  with  their  whips  prevented  the 
general  public  from  passing  the  gates  of  the 
cemetery  stood  with  dramatic  effect  for  the  forces 
of  reaction  by  which  they  are  being  kept  under. 
The  story  is  compounded  of  all  the  darkest 
elements  of  pathos  and  of  tragedy  :  the  brilliant 
youth  killed  by  a  brutal  Prefect's  emissaries, 
shot  down  mercilessly  and  without  the  ghost  of 
a  reason ;  the  distracted  father  who  for  a  year 
tried  to  deaden  the  pangs  of  an  overpowering- 
grief,  and  who  in  the  end  could  see  no  way  out 
of  his  misery  but  through  suicide.  In  this  brief 
chronicle  of  tears  we  have  an  epitome  of  the 
whole  Russian  situation,  of  a  world  in  which 
hundreds  of  men  and  women  are  dying  by  their 
own  hands  every  year,  and  common  humanity 
is  officially  counted  a  crime.  This  is  "  Darkest 
Russia  "  indeed. 


SUICIDE   EPIDEMIC  AMONG 
SCHOOL-CHILDREN. 


A  writer  in  the  Zaprosy  Zhizni  describes  the  harsh 
and  inquisitorial  methods  of  supervision  practised  in 
Russian  schools,  and  the  continual  interference  of 
the  tutors  with  the  private  life  of  the  pupils.  In  one 
case,  for  instance,  a  pupil  was  punished  for  walking 
through  the  street  at  9  p.m.,  although  he  was  merely 
returning  home  with  his  father,  whom  he  had 
accompanied  to  church.  These  oppressive  proceed- 
ings are  declared  to  be  largely,  if  not  exclusively, 
responsible  for  the  epidemic  of  suicides  among  the 
younger  generation. 


1. 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


THE    "  ALL  RUSSIAN  "  CREDIT 
SYSTEM. 


A  Puzzling  Letter. 


The  recent  interpellations  of  members  of  the  Right 
and  Nationalist  parties  regarding  the  permission 
accorded  to  certain  Jews  to  reside  at  Kieff  and  obtain 
credit  from  the  local  Imperial  Bank  are  thought  to 
have  been  inspired  by  the  desire  to  undermine  the 
position  of  M.  Kokovtsoff,  who  is  alleged  not  to  be 
a  whole-hearted  follower  in  the  footsteps  of  Stolypin. 
It  is  true  that  the  present  Premier  has  carried  out 
every  detail  of  his  predecessor's  political  will,  but  he 
has  drawn  the  line  so  far  at  Stolypin's  scheme  of 
the  nationalisation  of  credit,  which,  as  he  knows  only 
too  well,  would  be  ruinous  to  Russian  finances. 

Another  attempt  either  to  quicken  the  sluggish 
Nationalism  of  M.  Kokovstoff  or  to  weaken  his  posi- 
tion has  been  made  in  the  form  of  a  communication 
sent  from  Kieff  to  the  Novoc  Vremva.  It  sets  out 
by  ascribing  the  whole  work  of  the  revolution  which 
commenced  in  1905  to  a  Jewish  Masonic  organisa- 
tion ;  this  body,  it  is  affirmed,  seeks  to  subject 
Russia  to  the  Jewish  Masonic  community,  which 
aspires  to  domination  over  the  whole  universe.  Per- 
ceiving the  importance  of  Kieff,  the  Jews  have  made 
various  attempts  to  conquer  it  as  their  patrimony, 
but,  owing  to  a  revival  of  the  Russian  national  spirit, 
they  have  been  partly  expelled  and  partly  extermi- 
nated. But,  strange  to  say,  the  pogroms,  instead  of 
attaining  their  purpose,  have  only  served  to 
strengthen  the  commercial  predominance  of  the 
Jews.  Stolypin  therefore  discovered  methods  other 
than  by  way  of  political  measures  to  break  the 
domination  of  the  Jews.  What,  it  is  asked,  enables 
the  Jews,  who  have  no  Government  or  political  exist- 
ence, to  compete  successfully  with  the  Russian 
merchants?  The  answer  is  very  simple:  they  find 
the  means  in  the  Imperial  Bank  itself,  which,  though  it 
receives  its  money  from  the  Russian  people,  has,  it 
is  alleged,  been  turned  into  a  Jewish  fund.  Stolypin 
therefore  devised  the  nationalisation  of  credit,  but 
he  was  struck  down  at  the  moment  when  he  was 
about  to  put  that  measure  into  operation.  It  is 
because  of  this,  the  writer  concludes,  that  the  Kieff 
Nationalists  are  sending  in  memorials  to  Ministers 
to  warn  them  against  any  extension  of  rights  for 
Jews,  since  such  a  step  would  ruin  the  city  of  Kieff 
and  its  industry. 

This  letter,  which  is  well  in  keeping  with  the 
general  tendency  of  the  Novoc  Vremya,  would  not 
call  for  any  particular  attention  but  for  its  curious 
signature.  It  is  dated  from  the  Nationalist  Club,  and 
is  signed  "  Governor-General,"  which  seems  to 
imply  that  it  is  the  handiwork  of  General  Trepoff, 
Governor-General  of  the  South-western  country,  of 
which  Kieff  is  the  chief  town. 

Unless  the  letter  is  either  a  forgery  or  a  hoax,  the 
Jews  of  the  district  must  experience  no  little  alarm 
at  remaining  under  the  rule  of  its  author. 

The  Governor  of  Kieff  demanded  from  a  local 
bank  a  list  of  its  clients  who  avail  themselves  of 
credit  on  the  guarantee  of  securities,  together  with 
particulars  of  their  nationality.  The  management 
of  the  bank  replied  that  such  information  formed  a 
business  secret  which  could  only  be  divulged  at  the 
request  of  a  court  of  justice. 

"  It  is  not  to  be  disputed,"  said  Deputy  Kutler  in 
the  Duma,  "that  the  increasing  export  of  food  cannot 
be  regarded  as  an  altogether  favourable  phenomenon 
for  Russia,  and  that  the  injury  it  causes  will  become 
more  striking  as  time  goes  on." 


POLICE   AND  STUDENTS. 


Disturbances  at  St.  Petersburg  University. 

The  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  of  the  Daily 
Tclegtaph  telegraphed  on  Monday  night  : — 

"St.  Petersburg  University  was  surrounded  by 
police  to-day,  and  in  the  early  afternoon  constables 
entered  the  building,  took  up  positions  in  the  corri- 
dors, and  prepared  to  hinder  hostile  demonstrations, 
which  had  been  organised  against  a  professor  then 
lecturing. 

"The  origin  of  the  students' dissatisfaction  is  the 
direct  appointment  by  the  Government  of  two  fully- 
qualified  Professor-,  to  chair-,  in  St.  Petersburg  Uni- 
versity, without  the  co-operation  or  express  approval 
of  the  Professorial  body. 

"A  few  students  were  taken  into  custody, but  most 
of  them  were  released  shortly  afterwards." 


The  Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Kharuzin, 
has  ordered  all  Governors  to  send  in  to  the  Ministry 
the  list  of  electors  in  their  provinces,  previous  to 
their  publication,  for  the  purpose  of  revision. 


THE    DISMEMBERMENT  OF 
POLAND. 


The  Municipality  Bill  for  the  Kingdom  of  Poland 
has  passed  its  second  leading  in  the  Duma  by 
clauses.  In  accordance  with  the  Ministerial  amend- 
ment the  towns  of  Bilgoray,  Grubieszov,  Zamosc, 
Tomaszov,  Holm,  Biala,  and  Ylodava  were  excluded 
from  the  operation  of  the  measure  in  view  of  their 
impending  detachment  from  Poland,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  a  separate  government  in  Russia  proper. 

One  of  Poland  s  "  Russiflers." 

Among  those  who  are  taking  part  in  the  "  Russifica- 
tion"  of  the  Holm  districts  is  a  former  organiser  of 
pogroms  named  Miller,  who  is  now  a  teacher  in  the 
gymnasium  at  Biala.  In  1906  Miller  was  serving  as 
an  ensign  at  Byelostok,  where  a  terrible  pogrom, 
encouraged  by  the  authorities,  took  place  in  that 
year.  On  July  15th,  the  second  day  of  the  pogrom, 
he  was  detailed  with  a  company  of  soldiers  to  "  pro- 
tect "  the  town.  This  duty  he  performed  with  so 
much  energy  that  on  meeting  a  young  Jewess  in  the 
street  he  drew  his  revolver  and  shot  her  dead,  in 
cold  blood,  and  without  the  rlightest  justification. 
For  this  crime  he  has  remained  unpunished  for 
nearly  six  years,  and  now  the  High  Court  has  decided 
to  dismiss  the  charge  against  him  on  the  ground  of 
"  insufficient  evidence." 


UNDER  THE  HEEL. 

<i  

The  Official  Campaign  against  Freedom 
of  Thought  and  Speech. 


The  Interpellation  Committee  has  presented  to  the 
Duma  its  report  on  an  interpellation,  introduced 
about  a  year  ago,  on  the  confiscation  of  the  Stolichnye 
Otkliki  and  the  prosecution  of  its  editor  for  an 
"  insult  to  the  Army.''  The  "  insult  "  was  alleged  to 
have  been  contained  in  a  poem,  entitled  "  The 
Grandfather  and  his  Grandson-,"  which  had  actually 
been  passed  by  the  censorship  in  the  pre-Constitution 
days,  and  published  as  far  back  as  1900.  The  Inter- 
pellation Committee  points  out  that  the  action  of  the 
Press  Department  in  the  instance  under  notice  is 
contrary  not  only  to  the  law,  but  to  the  orders  of  the 
Department  itself. 

The  Junais  Laiks  of  Riga,  the  organ  of  the 
Lettish  workmen,  has  been  sentenced  to  a  fine  of 
500  roubles  for  an  article  on  the  election  campaign. 
The  editor,  who  refused  to  pay  it,  has  been  imprisoned 
for  three  months. 

After  six  weeks'  delay  the  Governor  of  Perm  has  at 
last  delivered  the  editorial  certificate  for  the  Golos 
Urala,  whose  publication,  as  we  have  already 
reported,  had  been  interrupted  through  the  Governor's 
action. 

The  former  publisher  and  editor  of  the  Urahky 
Kray,  also  of  Perm,  have  been  refused  licences  for 
the  issue  of  a  new  paper. 


The  Lodz  branch  of  the  Catholic  Union  has  been 
forbidden  to  open  new  asylums  schools,  and  read- 
ing-rooms, or  to  keep  up  existing  institutions  of  this 
character. 

The  general  education  classes  for  adults  at  Vologda 
have  been  closed  by  order  of  the  Governor. 


JEWISH  RESTRICTIONS. 

At  a  joint  sitting  of  the  first  and  second  Cassation 
Departments  the  Senate  has  ruled  that — 

(i.)  By  the  law  of  June  24th,  1891,  persons  of  the 
Judaic  persuasion  are  not  allowed  to  rent  premises 
on  peasants' plots  and  farms  for  purposes  of  residence. 

(ii.)  By  the  law  of  August  24th,  1904,  Jewish  mer- 
chants of  the  first  guild  are  not  entitled  to  rent  land 
in  country  districts  within  the  Pale  for  erecting  works 
and  factories  thereon. 


The  Novoc  Vremya  urges  the  Government  to 
utilise  the  state  of  affairs  in  China  for  the  annexation 
of  Northern  Manchuria,  leaving  its  southern  part  to 
Japan.  At  the  same  time  the  Moscow  Voice,  the  organ 
of  the  Octobrists,  seeks  to  impress  the  Government 
with  the  necessity  of  annexing  Northern  Mongolia 
and  Kastern  Turkestan. 

There  has  recently  been  an  epidemic  of  suicides 
in  St.  Petersburg.  In  four  days  last  week  there  were 
over  forty  cases,  and  the  average  age  of  the  majority 
of  the  victims  was  under  twenty-four.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  poison  was  swallowed,  but  two 
men  cut  their  throats  with  razors  and  two  others 
pimped  through  holes  in  the  ice  on  the  Neva  and  one 
of  the  canals.  A  curious  feature  is  that  so  many  of 
the  suicides  are  accomplished  in  the  open  street. 


ANTI-SEMITISM     AT  ODESSA. 

A  "  Pogrom  Spirit "  Brewing  throughout 
the  Country. 

[From  Oi'R  Owx  Correspondent.] 

Odessa,  Feurcary  15TH. 

I  have  already  pointed  out  in  a  previous  letter  that, 
owing  to  the  "Black  Hundred  "  disposition  of  the 
Municipality  of  Odessa  and  its  relations  with  the  new 
Prefect,  the  prospects  of  the  Progressive  majority  of 
the  population  in  the  approaching  Duma  elections 
are  not  very  bright.  Every  day  the  signs  of  the 
times  are  becoming  more  pronounced. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Jewish  population  of 
Odessa,  who  form  forty  per  cent,  of  the  total 
electorate,  belong  the  Opposition,  the  Municipal 
Fxecutive,  which  controls  the  whole  electoral 
apparatus,  has  started  the  campaign  by  an  energetic 
verification  in  the  birth  registers  of  the  fust 
names  of  the  Jewish  electors  and  of  those  of 
their  fathers.  The  verification  has  now  been  com- 
pleted and  reported  to  the  Prefect.  In  the  case  of 
many  Jews  their  first  names,  as  registered  in  their 
certificates  of  birth,  do  not  agree  with  the  form  in 
which  they  appear  in  their  passports  and  other 
documents  ;  and  only  those  Jewish  electors  will  be 
allowed  to  vote  who  can  prove  their  names  in  the 
electoral  register  (which  in  the  case  of  Jews  is  com- 
piled from  passports  and  trade  certificates)  to  be 
identical  with  those  in  the  register  of  birth.  All 
persons  whose  names  are  entered  in  any  document 
in  a  form  deviating  from  that  shown  in  their  register 
of  birth  will  thus  be  deprived  of  their  right  to  vote. 
As  a  result  the  number  of  Jewish  electors  will  be 
reduced  by  a  good  third,  if  not  considerably  more. 

A  Campaign  of  Vilification. 

At  the  same  time  the  "  Real  Russians  "  are  begin- 
ning to  organise  their  own  electors.  The  elections 
formed  the  subject  of  a  very  animated  discussion  at 
the  general  meeting  of  the  Odessa  branch  of  the 
Union  of  the  Russian  People.  The  assembly  was 
presided  over  by  the  Prefect,  Court  Chamberlain 
Sosnovsky,  who  was  accompanied  by  his  wife.  The 
speeches  were,  as  usual,  seasoned  with  complaints  of 
"alien  supremacy,"  and  so  forth  ;  and  towards  the 
close  of  the  meeting  the  leaders  of  the  Union  spoke 
on  the  topical  subject  of  the  Yuschinsky  murder, 
which  they  cited  as  a  proof  of  the  inclination  of  Jews 
to  indulge  in  atrocities  and  ritual  murders.  The 
Vice-President  of  the  Union  even  assured  the 
meeting  that  he  had  in  his  possession  "reliable 
proofs  "  establishing  the  existence  among  Jews  of  a 
sect  which  makes  a  practice  of  ritual  murder.  "  These 
sectarians,"  the  enlightened  speaker  declared,  "  stain 
with  the  blood  of  assassinated  Christians  special 
shrouds  which  they  keep  for  use  at  the  burial  of  their 
dead,  over  whom  they  recite  certain  prayers."  A 
good  deal  of  similar  nauseating  nonsense  was  openly 
disseminated  among  the  audience. 

"  Ritual  murders,"  in  fact,  are  now  the  inevitable 
topic  of  discussion  in  every  corner  of  Russia.  The 
lengthy  preparations  for  the  trial  of  Beilis,  noisily 
trumpeted  by  the  Press,  are  creating  just  now,  at  the 
approach  of  Easter,  a  stifling  and  threatening  atmo- 
sphere all  over  the  country,  especially  since  the 
judicial  authorities  themselves,  in  the  absence  of  any 
real  proofs  against  Beilis,  have  characterised  the 
crime  attributed  to  him  as  a  "ritual"  one. 

At  the  same  time  criminal  prosecutions  are  being 
started  all  over  Russia  against  Jewish  merchants,  by- 
virtue  of  Art.  1 171,  for  carrying  on  trade  outside  the 
Pale.  The  Courts  in  such  cases  invariably  pronounce 
sentences  involving,  apart  from  the  main  penalty, 
confiscation  of  the  goods  of  the  unhappy  tradesmen. 
Such  oppressive  proceedings  were  unknown  even  in 
the  time  of  Plehve. 

All  these  varied  demonstrations  of  the  outlawry 
of  the  Jewish  population  appreciably  promote  the 
development  of  a  "pogrom  spirit"  in  the  country. 


Victims  of  the  "  Heal  Hussian  "  Terror. 

A  year  or  so  ago  a  Jewish  student  at  the  University 
of  Odessa,  named  Iglitsky,  was  shot  dead  by  the 
" Academists,"  a  band  of  "Real  Russian"  students. 
This  foul  deed  was  instigated  by  the  Rector,  whom 
Tolmatcheff  had  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
terrorising  those  members  of  the  University  who 
displayed  Liberal  tendencies. 

The  father  of  the  murdered  youth  sought  to 
assuage  his  grief  by  a  journey  abroad,  bui  a  week  or 
two  ago  he  put  an  end  to  his  mental  sufferings  by 
committing  suicide. 

Although,  anticipating  a  popular  demonstration, 
the  auth  oritics  had  forbidden  the  Odessa  papers  to 
mention  the  date  of  M.  Iglitsky's  funeral,  the  proces- 
sion was  followed  by  enormous  crowds.  At  the 
gates  of  the  cemetery  Cossacks  with  their  whips 
prevented  the  public  from  entering.  The  body  of  the 
heartbroken  father  was  placed  in  a  grave  next  to  that 
of  his  murdered  son. 

For  printing  an  article  on  the  late  M.  Iglitsky  the 
Prefect  of  Odessa  has  fined  the  Yuzhnaya  Mysl  500 
roubles. 


Printed  by  Oi.ham*,  Eimitkh,  at  23,  Floral  Street,  Ovent  Oarden,  W.C.,  and  pablMtcd  fc>  the  Proprietor*  of  Dadkkht  Russia,  at  50,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  London,  W.C. 
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THE    IMPRISONED  DUMA 
MEMBERS. 


In  almost  every  civilised  country  of  Europe 
eloquent  protests  have  been  made  against  the 
imprisonment  of  thirty-seven  members  of  the 
Social  Democratic  party  in  the  second  Duma, 
which  took  place  five  years  ago.  The  latest 
memorial  on  this  subject  emanates  from  the 
Labour  party  in  our  own  House  of  Commons, 
and  copies  of  it  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Tsar 
and  the  President  of  the  Duma.  But  it  is  not 
only  adherents  of  the  Socialist  faith  who  have 
been  moved  to  express  their  indignation  at  the 
untoward  fate  of  their  political  brethren ;  in 
Germany,  for  instance,  a  notable  protest  has 
been  drawn  up  which  bears  the  signatures  of  a 
number  of  distinguished  savants,  men  of  letters, 
artists,  scientists,  and  others,  without  distinction 
of  party.  When  an  episode  occurring  in  a 
•foreign  country  evokes  so  widespread  a  demon- 
stration of  adverse  opinion,  and  especially  when 
the  occurrence  takes  place  in  Russia,  where 
ordinary  official  outrages  do  not  attract  much 
public  attention  abroad,  it  is  clear  that  some- 
thing of  a  particularly  deplorable  character  has 
taken  place.    Here  are  the  facts. 

The  second  Duma,  elected  on  a  more  or  less 
representative  basis,  in  accordance  with  the 
Constitution  and  the  Fundamental  Laws,  con- 
tained a  majority  intent  on  progress  and  reform, 
and  among  them  were  fifty-four  Social  Democrats. 
Naturally  this  very  compact  party  and  its  ideals 
were  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  the  bureaucratic 
Government,  as,  indeed,  was  the  Duma  itself. 
The  first  Assembly,  it  will  be  remembered,  had 
been  summarily  dissolved,  after  enjoying  a  very 
brief  existence,  because  it  refused  to  bend  the 
knee  to  officialdom  ;  but  the  only  result  was  the 
election  of  a  second  Duma  still  more  firmly 
insistent  upon  a  programme  of  regeneration. 
And  so  the  Government,  under  the  direction  of 
the  late  M.  Stolypin,  prepared  for  a  coup  that 
should  either  rid  the  second  Duma  of  its  most 
obnoxious  element  or  provide  an  excuse  for  the 
election  of  a  new  Assembly  on  a  vastly  different 
basis  of  representation.  At  this  time  the 
bureaucracy  was  not  dependent  on  the  Duma  for 
the  voting  of  supplies ;  at  its  back  it  had  the 
loan  of  eighty  millions  raised  in  London  and 
Paris  in  1906,  whose  successful  flotation  with- 
out a  doubt  ruined  the  chances  of  the  reform 
movement.  On  a  day  in  June,  1907,  the 
Premier  came  down  to  the  Duma  and  demanded 
the  expulsion  of  the  members  of  the  Social 
Democratic  party  in  order  that  they  might  be 
arrested  and  tried  on  a  charge  of  conspiring  to 
effect  an  armed  revolution.  The  Duma  there- 
upon appointed  a  Commission,  on  which  the 
Social  Democrats  were  themselves  unrepresented, 
to  examine  the  evidence  on  which  the  charg'e 
was  brought.  Before  this  impartial  Commis- 
sion could  deliver  its  report,  M.  Stolypin  carried 
out  his  crowning  act  of  violence.  He  dissolved 
the  Duma,  and  the  Social  Democratic  members 
were  at  once  arrested.  After  a  secret  trial 
thirty-seven  of  them  were  sentenced — some  to 
long  terms  of  penal  servitude,  to  be  followed  by 
exile  in  Siberia,  and  others  to  perpetual  deporta- 
tion. Some  of  them  have  died  as  the  result  of 
the  treatment  meted  out  to  them  in  prison  ;  the 
others  are  still  serving  their  sentences,  most  of 
them  with  their  health  irretrievably  shattered, 
while  one  at  least  has  been  driven  insane. 
^  It  may  be  urged,  of  course,  that  the  Russian 
Government  may  have  had  very  good  grounds 
for  charging  these  Duma  members  with  high 
treason.  But,  if  that  is  the  case,  why  did  it  not 
wait  for  the  Commission,  which  was  composed 
of  elements  none  too  favr-nvahlf  f<.  flu.  So<-.;:il 
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Democrats,  to  present  its  report  ?  Why  did  it 
conduct  the  trial  in  secret?  Why  has  it  ever 
since  refused  all  information  on  the  matter  ? 
Why  have  its  supporters  in  the  present  Duma 
consistently  refused  to  dfanuss  interpellations  on 
the  subject  except  behind  closed  doors  ?  These 
considerations  alone  would  convince  any  one  who 
is  acquainted  with  the  ways  of  the  Russian 
bureaucracy  that  a  grave  miscarriage  of  justice 
had  taken  place.  But  in  addition  to  this  circum- 
stantial evidence  there  is  proof  positive  that  the 
charge  was  simply  a  concoction.  The  secret 
police  agent  on  whose  evidence  the  accusation 
was  founded  oneBoleslavBrodsky — hasrecently 
avowed  the  character  of  t  ie  plot  hatched  by  the 
authorities  with  the  assistance  of  theOkhrana.  On 
May  5th,  1907,  a  meeting  of  the  Social  Democratic 
group  was  held  at  the  house  of  one  of  their  mem- 
bers, Deputy  Ozol.  To  that  meeting  a  number  of 
police  agents,  disguised  as  soldiers,  were 
despatched,  with  orders  to  play  the  part  of  a 
deputation  from  the  St.  Petersburg  garrison.  It 
was  arranged  that  the  meeting  should  then  be 
raided  by  the  police,  and  that  incriminating 
documents,  which  had  been  prepared  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Okhrana  ar  d  had  been  given  to 
Brodsky  to  convey  to  M.  G  ;ol's  house,  should  be 
discovered  in  the  possession  of  the  Social  Demo- 
crats. This  pretty  little  plan  did  not  work  quite 
smoothly,  because  the  mock  soldiers  arrived  on 
the  seene  half  an  hour  to )  soon,  so  that  their 
presence  did  not  coincide-- ''Mfh  the  entry  of  the 
police  and  the  discovery  of  the  documents. 
Nevertheless,  it  served  sufficiently  well  for  the 
Government's  purposes,  and  at  any  rate  provided 
good  enough  evidence  on  which  to  carry  through 
a  secret  trial.  Should  there  still  be  any  doubt 
as  to  the  impression  which  the  case  presented  by 
the  Government  was  calculated  to  make  upon  an 
impartial  body  of  men,  here  is  a  declaration 
made  by  M.  Teslenko,  a  member  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Democratic  party  and  the  reporter  of 
the  Duma  Commission  which  examined  the 
evidence : — 

"The  Commission,  of  which  I  was  the  reporter, 
arrived  at  the  unanimous  conclusion  that  there 
was  a  conspiracy,  but  not  of  the  Socialist  deputies 
against  the  existing  regime,  but  of  the  Okhrana 
against  the  second  Duma.  The  report  of  the 
Commission  in  that  sense  was  ready  to  be  read 
at  the  tribune,  when  the  second  Duma  was 
brusquely  dissolved.  The  Commission  was  pre- 
vented from  revealing  the  truth." 

What  more  need  be  said  ?  Are  such  condi- 
tions even  faintly  conceivable  in  any  other  so- 
called  civilised  State  but  Russia  ?  In  order  to 
provide  M.  Stolypin  with  an  excuse  for  dissolving 
the  Duma  and  tearing  up  the  Constitution  thirty- 
seven  members  had  to  endure  the  nameless 
horrors  of  Russian  prison  life,  to  be  bound  in 
fetters  and  to  be  tortured  with  the  lash.  And  to 
save  its  face  the  Government  has  continually 
refused  to  have  the  case  reopened.  We  shall 
be  told,  as  we  have  so  often  been  told,  that 
"  Russia's  internal  affairs  do  not  concern  us." 
When  it  is  a  question  of  the  ill-treatment  of 
Armenians,  or  of  brutality  in  the  Congo,  the 
British  conscience  may  be  roused  to  express  its 
horror  and  indignation  at  a  Mansion  House 
meeting.  When  there  are  merely  two  score 
Russian  members  of  Parliament  condemned  to 
die  in  prison  or  in  exile  on  a  baseless  charge, 
and  a  hundred  million  Russian  people  robbed  at 
the  same  time  of  their  newly-won  privilege  of 
representative  government,  ths  British  conscience 
refuses  to  be  shaken  out  of  its  complacency.  It 
salves  itself  with  m}'sterious  mumblings,  in 
which  one  can  catch  the  magic  phrases  "  political 
considerations,"  " requirements  of  the  entente" 
"  German  orbit,"  and  the  rest.  We  are  at  any  rate 
frank  in  our  foreign  politics  nowadays  ;  humanity 
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THE   BUDGET  DEBATE. 

Another  Damaging  Speech  by  Deputy 
Shingareff. 

A   RUINOUS  POLICY. 


On  the  i6th  inst.  Deputy  Shingareff  made  a 
powerful  reply  in  the  Duma  to  the  speech  of 
M.  Kokovtsoff,  the  Premier  and  Minister  of  Finance, 
which  was  summarised  in  our  last  issue. 

"  I  had  the  curiosity,"  said  M.  Shingareff,  "  to  look 
at  the  results  of  our  Budget  prosperity  for  the  last 
five  years,  which  was  built  up  on  the  ruins  of  peasant 
fanning.  I  was  struck  by  the  paradox  of  an  increas- 
ing free  balance  growing  on  the  soil  of  famine.  The 
Minister  of  Finance  met  me  with  objections,  but 
which  of  my  statements  or  calculations  has  he  dis- 
proved ?  Not  a  single  one,  while  he  only  confirmed 
a  good  deal  of  what  I  had  said." 

After  protesting  against  the  Government's  refusal 
to  impart  information  on  money  matters  to  the  repre- 
sentative body, the  speaker  proceeded  to  deal  with 
the  subject  of  loans.  The  Minister  of  Finance,  he 
declared,  had  issued  unauthorised  Treasury  bonds  to 
such  an  extent  that  4  per  cent,  had  to  be  paid  on 
them  instead  of  3-6  per  cent,  and  went  on  issuing 
them  after  the  Duma  had  declared  them  to  be  illegal. 
At  the  close  of  1008  the  Minister,  in  the  expectation 
of  a  deficit,  applied  for  authority  to  conclude  a  loan, 
the  necessity  of  which  he  (the  speaker)  had  disputed 
most  resolutely.  The  loan  was  granted  for  "  covering 
the  deficit,''  whereas  actually  no  deficit  occurred. 
All  the  same  that  loan  was  concluded  at  the  scan- 
dalous issue  price  of  82. 

The  Famine  and  its  Relief. 

On  the  subject  of  the  famine  Deputy  Shingareff 
said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  discredit  the  Red  Cross 
Society,  but  there  was  clearly  something  wrong  in  its 
organisation  which  had  deprived  it  of  public  con- 
fidence. It  was  a  great  institution,  but  it  had 
unfortunately  fallen  into  the  wrong  hands.  The 
Premier  had  pointed  out,  as  a  proof  of  confidence  in 
the  Red  Cross  Society,  the  amount  of  donations  it 
received ;  but  he  had  evidently  forgotten  the 
charitable  tax  imposed  on  railway  and  other  travelling 
tickets  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society. 

He  did  not  know  what  justification  the  Premier 
had  for  discrediting  all  the  private  relief  organisa- 
tions. If  there  were  really  any  cases  where  electoral 
appeals  had  been  distributed  along  with  flour,  there 
were  the  Public  Prosecutors  to  see  to  it. 

"  And  if  there  were  no  such  cases,"  continued  the 
speaker,  "  why  does  he  throw  wholesale  discredit 
upon  that  which  he  has  no  right  to  discredit  ?  With- 
out citing  a  single  fact,  the  Premier  justifies  a  harsh 
measure  imposed  upon  the  whole  population  of  the 
famished  governments  by  depriving  them  of  the 
assistance  of  private  organisations.  And  they  call 
this  a  wise  Government  policy  !  It  is  not  the  policy 
of  a  statesman  to  whom  the  interests  of  the  people 
are  dear.  Nor  is  it  the  policy  of  a  judicial  authority 
which  suppresses  crimes.  It  is  not  even  the  policy 
of  an  Okhrana  agent,  who  produces  triumphantly  a 
manifesto  which  he  has  seized.  This,  gentlemen,  is 
the  policy  of  a  man  who  is  afraid  of  a  bush,  and 
refuses  flour  to  the  starving  population  for  fear  of 
somebody  finding  a  manifesto  concealed  in  it. 

Criminal  Indifference. 

"  The  Zemstvos,  to  whatever  party  they  may  belong 
have  never  refused  bread  to  the  hungry,  nor  have 
they  renounced  their  cardinal  rights  out  of  a  momen- 
tary infatuation  or  for  the  sake  of  a  career.  It  is  not 
with  autocracy  that  the  Zemstvos  are  incompatible, 
but  with  the  criminal  indifference  of  the  St.  Peters- 
burg ichinovniks,  whom  the  people's  pain  does  not 
hurt,  and  for  whom  the  people's  starvation  has  no 
terrors. 

"  Why,  lastly,  do  they  not  allow  private  organisa- 
tions to  work  where  there  are  neither  Zemstvos  nor 
Red  Cross  Societies — namely,  in  Siberia,  where  the 
settlers,  mad  with  hunger  and  despair,  are  fleeing 
from  their  new  homes  ?  Why  did  they  put  impedi- 
ments in  the  way  of  the  two  responsible  clergymen 
at  Moscow  who  were  collecting  donations  for  the 
starving?    No,  gentlemen,  we  see  everywhere  the 
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own  fate.  There  is  no  need  of  anything  ;  after  us 
the  flood.  Let  millions  of  people  starve,  it  would  not 
hurt  them."  (Applause.) 

Serfdom  in  the  Caucasus. 

M.  Shingareff  next  referred  to  the  Premier's  state- 
ment that  the  draft  Bill  for  the  abolition  of  serfdom 
in  the  Caucasus  would  be  laid  before  the  Duma  as 
soon  as  the  Viceroy  arrived  in  St.  Petersburg.  He 
said  : — 

"Are  you  aware  that  a  number  of  reforms  for  the 
Caucasus  have  been  awaiting  realisation  for  dozens 
of  years?  Are  you  aware  that  this  very  draft  Bill  of 
which  the  Premier  has  spoken  does  not  deal  at  all 
with  the  conditions  of  downright  serfdom  in  the 
Daghestan  and  the  Transcatalian  district,  where  the 
population  is  burdened  with  a  mediaeval  tribute  ? 
The  Caucasus  might  be  another  Ural  judging  from 
the  immensity  of  its  resources ;  but  the  unsettled 
condition  of  the  land  question,  the  absence  of  self- 
government  and  of  regular  roads,  and  the  hateful 
administration  have  made  it  impossible  to  live  there, 
and  to  develop  any  manufacturing  or  other  industry." 

The  Government's  Policy. 

Turning  to  general  policy,  M.  Shingareff  said  that 
the  Premier  had  interpreted  his  reference  to  the 
danger  arising  from  neglecting  the  needs  of  the 
people  as  an  incitement  to  something  or  other.  One 
might  as  well  declare  the  physician  who  said  that  the 
tubercular  bacillus  was  the  cause  of  consumption  to 
be  the  originator  of  the  disease  !  This  danger  must 
be  foreseen  and  removed  by  wise  and  just  reforms. 
The  Deputy  concluded  his  speech  with  the  following 
words  : — 

"The  policy  which  the  Government  is  carrying  on 
is  ruinous  to  the  State.  A  strong  Empire  cannot  live 
like  that.  It  is  fatal  for  a  country  to  insult  popular 
feelings  in  this  way,  to  be  guided  so  exclusively  by 
the  police  and  class  point  of  view,  and  to  refuse 
reforms  to  such  an  extent.  Sooner  or  later  this 
policy  will  prove  to  be  a  menacing  calamity,  and  it 
is  our  duty  constantly  to  declaim  against  it. 

"  Once  upon  a  time  it  used  to  be  said  that  to  govern 
meant  to  foresee.  Our  State  policy  has  forgotten  this 
wise  rule.  With  us,  to  govern  means  to  promise  at 
the  moment  of  calamity,  to  break  the  promises  at  the 
moment  of  tranquillity,  and  to  repress  at  the  moment 
of  alarm." 


THE  FAMINE. 

Governor's  Callous  Attitude  to  Ruined 
Peasants. 

Prince  V.  Kugusheff,  Marshal  of  Nobility  of  the 
Government  of  Ufa,  has  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  a  complaint  against  various  illegal  pro- 
ceedings committed  by  the  Governor  of  Ufa  in  con- 
nection with  land  organisation.  At  the  same  time 
he  describes  the  attitude  of  the  Governor  towards 
the  famine,  of  which  Ufa  is  the  very  centre. 

When  the  peasants  reported  that  the  corn  was 
ruined  by  the  drought,  he  scolded  them  for  what  he 
regarded  as  an  attempt  to  impose  on  him  and  to 
profit  by  his  ignorance  in  matters  of  agriculture. 

When,  at  another  place,  the  peasants  declared  that 
the  corn  was  so  low  and  meagre  that  the  scythe 
could  not  get  hold  of  it,  the  Governor  advised  them 
to  "  lather  the  corn,  and  shave  it  with  a  razor." 

When  petitioned  for  relief,  he  invariably  made  the 
following  declaration  : — "  I  can  do  nothing  for  you. 
I  am  neither  God  to  send  you  good  crops,  nor  a  cook 
to  bake  loaves  for  you,  nor  a  landowner  to  throw  my 
granaries  open  for  you.'' 


CHURCH   AND  POLITICS. 

Holy  Synod  Authorities  Attacked  in  the 
Duma. 

On  March  18th  the  Duma  discussed  the  Holy 
Synod  estimate  ,  which  are  over  2.]  million  roubles 
in  excess  of  last  year's  figures. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  Professor  Miliukoff 
pointed  out  how  since  1908  the  Church  had  been 
marie  a  political  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the 
Oovernrnent  reaction  and  of  those  Nationalist  groups 
which  had  consented  to  support  its  policy. 

Count  Ouvaroff  declared  that  the  clerical  deputies 
were  not  allowed  to  vote  according  to  their  con- 
science. 

Father  Tikoff  said  that  the  clergy  were  now  so 
opprc^ed  that  they  even  sighed  for  the  regime  of 
Pobiedonostzeff. 

The  Rasputin  scandal  was  made  the  subject  of 
frequent  reference  by  various  speakers. 


The  Hessarabskayu  Zhiztl,  of  Kishineff,  has  been 
fined  300  roubles  for  an  article  on  the  centenary  of 
the  emancipation  of  Jews  in  Prussia. 

A  mass  meeting  to  protest  against  Russian  atro- 
cities is  to  be  held  on  Friday  evening,  at  8  o'clock, 
at  the  Great  Assembly  Hall,  Mile  Fnd  Road,  K. 


ST.  PETERSBURG  TOPICS. 

M.   Tcharykoff's    Recall  ;    The  Premier 
and  the  Cabinet ;  Three  Powerful 
Ministers ;   M.   Kokovtsoff 's  Speeches. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.! 

St.  Petersburg,  March  21st. 

The  excitement  caused  by  the  recall  of  M. 
Tcharykoff  has  not  yet  been  allayed.  No  one  finds 
any  word  of  justification  for  the  extremely  abrupt 
form  of  his  dismissal,  and  such  treatment  of  an 
Ambassador  without  a  cogent  reason  is  not  calcu- 
lated to  raise  the  prestige  of  RusMan  diplomacy.  The 
impression  is  all  the  more  alarming  and  painful  as 
the  dismissal  seems  to  have  come  as  a  surprise  to  the 
Foreign  Office  itself.  The  Minister  himself  is  said  to 
have  learned  it  from  a  semi-official  communique 
intended  for  the  newspapers,  and  was  so  surprised 
at  it  that  he  could  not  believe  his  own  eyes. 
According  to  trustworthv  information,  it  was  the 
Premier  who  obtained  the  Ambassador's  dismissal 
in  this  peculiar  way.  If  that  be  so,  it  may 
be  regarded  as  certain  that  M.  Kokovtsoff,  who  in 
foreign  policy  is  an  advocate  of  peace  and  quiet, 
merely  wished  to  punish  M.  Tcharykoff  for  his 
opposition  towards  M.  Sazonoff's  proposal  for  media- 
tion between  Italy  and  Turkey.  The  new  Ambassa- 
dor in  Constantinople,  M.  von  Giers,  does  not  possess 
any  great  diplomatic  capacity.  In  fact,  his  peculiar 
distinction  is  that  while  Ambassador  at  Pekin  he 
never  noticed  the  growth  of  the  Boxer  movement, 
and  was  quite  surprised  by  its  outbreak.  He  is  a 
quiet,  peaceful  man  who  will  never  cause  any 
unpleasantness  to  M.  Sazonoff,  and  possesses  in 
addition  the  great  advantage  of  being  related  by 
marriage  to  Deputy  Krupensky,  the  Duma  reporter 
on  the  Foreign  Office  estimates. 

Influence  in  the  Cabinet. 

The  internal  policy  of  M.  Kokovtsoff  is  not  much 
better  than  his  foreign  policy.  His  position  seems  to 
be  very  firm — more  so  than  that  of  Stolypin  was  at 
any  time.  But  no  Premier  has  ever  exercised  so  little 
influence  on  the  policy  of  his  Cabinet  as  does  M. 
Kokovtsoff.  He  seems  to  have  renounced  altogether 
the  determination  to  carry  through  his  views  which 
he  used  to  defend  so  warmly  against  Stolypin  in  the 
Council  of  Ministers,  and  which  differed  essentially 
from  the  Nationalist  aspirations  of  the  late  Premier. 
On  the  burning  question  of  the  moment,  that  of 
Finland,  he  has  ceded  the  leadership  to  the  Minister 
of  Justice,  M.  Scheglovitoff,  who  takes  care  to  con- 
tinue the  course  followed  by  Stolypin.  All  schemes 
and  proposals  relating  to  Finland  are  submitted  for 
his  opinion  previous  to  their  discussion  by  the  Council 
of  Ministers. 

The  Minister  of  Marine,  M.  Grigorovitch,  and  the 
Minister  of  Trade,  M.  Tima-heff,  are  close  rivals  of 
his.  The  former  has  obtained  the  subordination  of 
the  Finnish  Pilot  Service  by  martial  law — that  is  to 
say,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislative  bodies,  by 
a  mere  ukase  of  the  Tsar.  The  Ministry  of  Marine, 
however,  is  but  little  satisfied  with  the  success  of 
the  measure,  since  the  foriml  subordination  does 
not  afford  it  the  possibility  of  altering  the  present 
condition  of  the  Finnish  Pilot  Service  This  would 
require  special  enactments,  which  cannot  be  issued 
without  the  assent  of  the  legislative  organs,  and  the 
Admiralty  has  therefore,  made  up  its  mind  to  have 
recourse  to  this  method. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Minister  of  Trade  is  dis- 
satisfied with  the  comparatively  low  Finnish  Customs 
rates  on  foreign  goods,  which  he  is  anxious  to  replace 
by  much  higher  ones  "  in  the  interests  of  Russian 
industry."  While  the  benefit  to  Russian  industry  is 
rather  doubtful,  this  procedure  is  sure  to  injure 
Finnish  trade.  The  burden  of  high  duties  will  be 
felt  heavily  not  only  by  the  trader,  but  also  by  every 
dweller  in  town  or  village.  Altogether  the  Govern- 
ment is  now  doing  all  it  can  to  annoy  and  provoke 
the  Finns  against  itself,  while  M.  Kokovtsoff,  who 
used  to  deliver  energetic  warnings  against  the  morbid 
excrescences  of  the  Nationalist  policy  and  its  evil 
results,  now  keeps  silent  without  offering  any  objec- 
tions. 

A  Talkative  Premier. 

He  talks  all  the  more  volubly  in  the  Duma  and  in 
the  Council  of  State,  and  that  almost  exclusively  in 
order  to  glorify  the  wisdom  of  the  Government  policy, 
and  above  all  the  splendid  condition  of  Russian 
finances.  It  was  not  long  ago  that  he  made  bad  blood 
by  hi  i  familiar  expression  :  "Thank  God,  we  have  no 
Parliament  !  "  He  probably  thinks  now  :  "  Thank  God, 
we  h  ive  a  Parliiment  !"  For  otherwise  he  would 
have  had  no  opportunity  for  delivering  the  endless 
speeches,  in  that  self-conscious  and  triumphant 
manner  of  his,  with  which  he  is  now  intoxicating 
himself.  It  is  there  that  he  is  rewarded  with  the 
ringing  cheers  of  a  handful  of  reactionaries  and 
Nationalists  whom,  in  his  unalterable  optimism,  he 
mistakes  for  the  embodiment  of  the  people.  And 
thus  he  is  able  to  overlook  the  fact  that  these 
speeches  meet  with  no  grateful  echo  in  the  country. 

Trenk. 


THE    FINNISH  DIET. 

Protest  to  the  Tsar  Against  Russian 
Oppression. 

On  Friday  the  Finnish  Diet  adopted  by  UXj  vote* 
to  81,  without  alteration,  the  address  of  protest  to  the 
Tsar  setting  forth  the  views  of  the  Finnish  people  on 
the  political  situation. 

The  address  protests  against  the  Russian  law 
imposing  on  Finland  the  payment  of  an  annual  con- 
tribution for  military  pnrposes,  which  is,  it  declare-, 
an  illegal  enactment.  It  expresses  the  "  bitter  feeling! 
aroused  among  the  Finnish  people  "  by  the  prop'. -a) 
to  incorporate  the  two  Finnish  parishes  of  Nykyrka 
and  Kivinebb  with  Russian  territory.  Such  an  act, 
it  is  declared,  would  infringe  the  fundamental  laws 
of  justice  and  humanity.  It  is  pointed  out  that  the 
people  of  those  parishes  are  an  active  part  of  the 
Finnish  population,  enjoying  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges guaranteed  by  the  Finnish  laws.  The  address 
asserts  that  Russia's  attitude  is  impeding  the  peace- 
ful development  of  Finland's  prosperity.  In  con- 
clusion, it  declares  that  useful  lasting  results  can 
never  be  obtained  by  a  policy  which  allows  might 
the  precedence  over  right,  and  appeals  to  the 
Emperor  to  assure  the  maintenance  of  the  supremacy 
of  right. 


THE   PILOT  STEIKE. 

The  Finnish  pilots  who  have  sent  in  their  resignations 
have  been  removed  from  their  quarters,  together  with 
their  families.  The  Helsingfors  newspapers  opened 
a  subscription  list  for  their  benefit,  which  produced 
several  thousand  marks  on  the  first  day,  but  on  the 
following  day  the  Governor  prohibited  the  collection. 


THE  DUMA  AND  ITS  SUCCESSOR. 


Recently  the  Octobrist  leaders  have  been  com- 
plaining to  the  Premier,  in  view  of  the  approaching 
elections,  that  most  of  its  Bills  have  not  yet  been 
considered  by  the  Council  of  State,  so  that  with  the 
close  of  the  session  all  their  labours  will  be  wasted. 
It  is  stated  that  M.  Kokovtsoff  has  assured  the  com- 
plainants that,  contrary  to  the  mistaken  precedent  at 
the  dissolution  of  the  second  Duma,  the  law  does  not 
require  such  Bills  to  be  sent  back  to  the  fourth  Duma, 
so  that  the  third  Duma  will  not  have  laboured  in 
vain. 

The  Easter  recess  is  to  last  a  fortnight,  after  which 
the  sittings  will  be  continued  till  at  any  rate  the 
middle  of  July,  and  probably  till  the  end  of  that 
month. 

The  elections  are  not  expected  to  take  place  before 
the  middle  of  September,  and  the  new  Duma  will 
meet  towards  the  end  of  October. 


MORE    DISABILITIES    FOR  JEWS. 


The  Anti-Semitic  Minister  of  Justice. 


On  March  20th  the  Council  of  State,  discussing  a 
Bill  dealing  with  the  qualifications  required  for  the 
office  of  Justice  of  Peace,  passed  an  amendment  to 
the  effect  that  Jews  shall  not  be  eligible  for  the 
office. 

M.  Scheglovitoff,  the  Minister  of  Justice,  in  sup- 
porting the  amendment,  remarked  that,  just  as  a 
non-Christian  could  not  be  allowed  to  perform  the 
service  at  a  Christian  place  of  worship,  the  Russian 
people  could  never  trust  a  Jew  to  safeguaid  with 
full  conviction  the  principles  of  right  which  rest  on 
the  Russian  legal  consciousness. 

Professor  Kovalevsky,  who  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted by  the  Right,  said  that  the  Council  of  State 
would  surely  not  commit  itself  to  an  amendment 
declaring  that,  among  all  the  nationalities  inhabiting 
Russia,  the  Jews  alone  were  to  be  deprived  of  civil 
equality.  He  apologised  for  ascending  the  tribune 
in  order  to  expound  the  elementary  idea  that  in  a 
State  based  on  justice  all  the  citizens  and  subjects  are 
equal  before  the  law. 

On  the  same  day  the  sitting  of  the  Duma  was 
devoted  to  the  third  reading  of  the  Conscription  Bill. 

On  behalf  of  the  Cadet  party,  M.  Nekrassoff  moved 
an  amendment  to  clause  22,  which  excludes  Jews 
from  the  benefits  of  the  exemption  granted  to  onlv 
sons.  He  pointed  out  the  curious  fact  that  this  clause 
was  advocated  bv  those  very  people  who  otherwise 
wished  to  exclude  the  Jews  altogether  from  the 
Army. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 


At  the  recent  Conference  of  the  Nobility,  Prince 
Ukhloncsky  moved  a  resolution  declaring  the  neces- 
sity of  establishing  chairs  at  the  universities  for 
teaching  students  the  harmful  character  of  the  Jewish 
community. 
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NOTES. 


The  Government's  Critic. 

M.  Kokovtsofi  could  hardly  have  listened  with 
complete  composure  to  the  masterly  criticism  of 
the  Government's  financial  and  general  policy 
delivered  during  the  Budget  debate  by  that  well- 
tried  champion  of  reform,  Deputy  Shingareff. 
The  speech,  of  which  we  are  only  able  to  give 
extracts,  exposed  the  ruinous  character  of  that 
policy  at  all  points,  and  was  no  less  destructive 
in  its  condemnation  of  Russian  rule  in  the 
Caucasus  than  in  its  attack  on  the  system  by 
which  Russian  loans  are  floated.  On  the  latter 
subject  M.  Shingareff  recalled  that  in  1908 
authority  was  granted  for  the  raising  of  a  loan 
for  the  express  purpose  of  covering  an  antici- 
pated deficit.  Actually  no  deficit  occurred,  but 
still  the  loan  was  floated,  and  was  issued  at 
eighteen  points  below  par.  This  is  a  characteris- 
tic example  of  the  way  in  which  Russian  loans 
are  diverted  from  the  specific  purposes  for  which 
they  are  authorised,  the  proceeds  going  into  the 
pockets  of  the  bureaucracy  or  towards  strengthen- 
ing the  forces  of  repression. 


Moving  Pictures. 

When  he  came  to  the  subject  of  the  famine, 
M.  Shingareff  was  particularly  damaging  in  his 
criticism.  What  grounds,  he  pointedly  asked, 
had  the  Premier  for  his  hypothesis  that  the 
private  distribution  of  relief  and  electioneering 
activity  went  hand  in  hand  ?  Not  a  single  case 
of  such  an  abuse  of  philanthropy  had  been 
brought  forward,  and  yet  the  Government  used 
the  allegation  as  an  excuse  for  placing  its  ban 
on  all  relief  organisations  that  did  not  send  their 
collections  to  the  discredited  Red  Cross  Society. 
"  This,"  declared  the  speaker,  "  is  not  the  policy 
of  a  statesman  to  whom  the  interests  of  the 
people  are  dear.  ...  It  is  the  policy  of  a 
man  who  is  afraid  of  a  bush,  and  refuses  flour  to 
the  starving  population  for  fear  of  somebody 
finding  a  manifesto  concealed  in  it."  The  pic- 
ture of  the  new  settlers  in  Siberia,  "  mad  with 
hunger  and  despair,"  fleeing  from  the  homes 
they  had  just  established  drives  home  the  facts 
of  the  situation  with  terrible  force  ;  while  the 
companion  picture  of  the  impossible  conditions 
prevailing  in  the  Caucasus,  where  the  people  are 
governed  by  a  system  mediaeval  in  its  barbarity, 
is  presented  with  equally  tragic  effect.  As 
summed  up  by  M.  Shingareff,  the  general  policy 
of  the  Russian  Government  is  "  to  promise  at  the 
moment  of  calamity,  to  break  its  promises  at 
the  moment  of  tranquillity,  and  to  repress  at 
the  moment  of  alarm."  One  might  write 
columns  of  well-founded  denunciation  and  not 
improve  upon  this  pithy  indictment. 

A  Distinguished  Protest. 

German  culture  has  raised  its  voice  in  no 
uncertain  fashion  against  the  charge  of  ritual 
murder  brought  by  the  Russian  authorities 
against  the  Jews  in  connection  with  the  Yusch- 
insky  case.  A  powerful  protest  has  been  drawn 
up   and   published   in   practically    the  entire 


German  Press,  and  to  it  all  the  leading  lights  of 
literature,  science,  art,  politics,  and  religion  have 
subscribed  their  names.  Among:  the  signatories 
are  to  be  found  theologians  and  religious  leaders 
of  the  stamp  of  Dr.  Friedrich  Delitsch,  Dr. 
Theodor  Noldeke,  Dr.  Wilhelm  Nowack,  Dr. 
August  Wiinsche,  and  Herr  Schrader  (the  last- 
named  being  president  of  the  German  Protestant 
Union)  ;  statesmen  and  politicians  of  the  highest 
standing,  including  the  President  and  two  Vice- 
Presidents  of  the  Reichstag,  Hen-  Basserman, 
the  leader  of  the  National  Liberals,  Herr  Gothein, 
Dr.  Friedrich  von  Payer,  Count  Arthur  von 
Posadowsky  (a  former  Minister  of  State),  and 
Prince  Henry  of  Schonaich-Carolath  ;  economists 
of  world-wide  repute,  such  as  Dr.  von  Schulze- 
Gaevernitz,  Professor  Lujo  Brentano,  and  Pro- 
fessor Wernher  Sombart ;  Dr.  Edward  Suess, 
President  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Science  ; 
Professor  Arthur  Kampf,  President  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Arts  in  Berlin  ;  Herr  Hellmuth  von 
Gerlach,  the  well-known  political  journalist ; 
Admiral  von  Hollmann  ;  and  those  two  brilliant 
lights  of  German  literature,  Hermann  Suder- 
mann  and  Gerhart  Hauptmann. 


The  Duty  of  Civilisation. 

These  men,  and  many  besides,  declare  that  "not 
a  shadow  of  proof  has  even  been  produced"  to 
justify  the  allegation  that  Jews  employ  Christian 
blood  for  ritual  purposes,  which  is  actually  the 
hideous  charge  brought  by  the  Russian  authorities 
against  the  Jew  Beilis.  "  The  most  eminent 
Christian  students  of  Jewish  literature,"  they 
continue,  "  have  proved  beyond  a  doubt  that  at 
no  time  did  their  religion  prompt  the  Jews  to 
murder  their  fellow-men."  As  they  point  out, 
the  question  is  not  whether  Beilis  is  or  is  not 
guilty  of  murder,  but  whether  the  libel  against 
the  Jewish  religion  fathered  by  his  official  pro- 
secutors is  to  go  unref'ited  by  the  civilised 
woild.  "  We  consider,"  the  protest  concludes, 
"  that  it  is  the  duty  of  everyone  to  whose 
heart  the  moral  progress  of  humanity  lies 
near  to  raise  his  voice  against  such  deplorable 
superstition.  In  this  we  join  in  the  appeal  of 
the  most  prominent  Russian  scholars,  authors, 
and  artists,  with  the  consciousness  that  such  an 
appeal  is  not  limited  by  frontier  posts.  It  must 
touch  the  heart  of  the  whole  civilised  world." 
We  commend  the  spirited  and  disinterestedly 
humane  action  of  the  leaders  of  German  thought 
to  the  notice  of  all  whom  it  may,  or  should, 
concern. 


Why  Russian  Peasants  Starve. 

A  correspondent  writes : — Figures  are  now 
being  published  showing  the  exports  of  cereals 
from  Russia  during  the  year  of  famine.  Those 
from  Nikolaieff,  served  by  the  wheat-growing 
provinces  in  which  the  greatest  dearth  has  been 
experienced,  show  that  only  some  320,000  tons 
less  were  shipped  in  1911  than  in  1912.  The 
total  exports  of  corn  were  about  a  million  tons 
less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  but,  as  about 
two-and-a-quarter  million  tons  less  of  wheat 
were  shipped  abroad,  the  shipments  of  rye  and 
barley,  which  constitute  the  staple  food  of  the 
peasants,  were  actually  in  excess  of  the  quantities 
exported  in  1910.  The  exports  of  maize  were 
nearly  treble  those  of  1910,  and  those  of  oats 
about  the  same  in  a  year  of  famine  as  they  were 
in  a  year  of  abundance.  After  it  was  known 
that  the  harvest  had  failed,  and  that  starvation 
would  ensue  in  many  districts,  Russia  shipped 
abroad  nearly  five  million  tons  of  cereals — the 
food  of  the  people. 

The  Penalty  of  Criticism. 

The  case  of  Dr.  Tekla  Hultin,  a  lady  Member 
of  the  Finnish  Diet,  affords  a  notable  instance 
of  the  tyrannical  methods  adopted  by  the 
Russian  Government  or  its  tools  to  prevent  any 


honest  discussion  of  its  policy.  Last  September 
Dr.  Hultin  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Manchester 
Guardian  in  which  she  protested  against  the  pro- 
posal to  detach  two  parishes  of  the  Viborg  Pro- 
vince from  Finland  and  annex  them  to  Russia. 
For  this  offence  she  has  now  been  punished  by  the 
Senate  (which  is  always  at  the  beck  and  call  of 
the  Russian  authorities,  and  in  this  case  was  act- 
ing under  orders  from  the  Governor)  by  being 
dismissed  from  her  position  as  Actuary  of  the 
Statistical  Bureau  of  Finland.  It  is,  of  course, 
a  sound  rule  that  civil  servants  should  not  criti- 
cise their  employers  in  public,  but,  as  the  Man- 
chester Guardian  points  out,  that  rule  has  not  been 
transgressed  in  the  present  instance,  because  Dr. 
Hultin's  criticism  was  directed  not  against  the 
Government  of  Finland,  whose  servant  she  was, 
but  against  that  of  Russia.  Incidentally  it  may 
be  noted  in  this  connection  that  the  Diet  itself 
has  just  passed  an  address  to  the  Tsar  protesting, 
among  other  things,  against  this  very  annexation 
scheme.    What  will  now  be  done  to  the  Diet  ? 


Mr.  Stead  as  the  Enemy  of  Peace. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Stead  must  really  be  careful.  Two 
months  ago  he  was  declaiming,  in  the  columns 
of  the  Review  of  Reviews,  against  the  Jew  as  the 
"enemy  of  peace,"  because  Jews  in  every  country 
were  denouncing  the  brutal  oppression  of  their 
co-religionists  by  the  Russian  Government,  and 
in  the  process  were  seeking  to  "  embroil  other 
nations  "  in  war  with  Russia.  What  his  argument 
on  that  occasion  came  to  was  that  protests  against 
Russian  misdoings  were  reprehensible  because 
they  endangered  the  peace  of  the  world.  And 
yet,  in  the  current  number  of  his  periodical,  Mr. 
Stead  himself,  with  a  criminal  disregard  of  the 
possible  consequences,  delivers  himself  of  a  vehe- 
ment protest  against  the  "  unrelenting  thorough- 
ness "  with  wdiich  the  Russian  Government  is 
carrying  out  its  "  insane  policy  of  alienating  the 
confidence  and  provoking  the  hostility  of  the 
Finns,"  voices  the  suspicion  that  Russia  has  the 
"  fantastical  wickedness  "  to  harbour  designs  on 
Norway  and  Sweden,  and  finishes  up  by  con- 
demning the  interference  with  Finnish  liberties 
as  both  "  mad  and  bad."     Mr.    Stead's  eyes 
have  been  opened  a  little  late  in  the  day  to  the 
character  of  the  Russian  administration  ;  none 
the    Jess  we  give  the  convert  a  very  hearty 
welcome.    But  henceforth  he  must  be  prepared 
to  find  himself  pi'oclaimed  as   a  particularly 
dangerous  "  enemy  of  peace." 


THE   TRAGEDY   OF  GENIUS. 

On  March  21st  the  Criminal  Cassation  Department 
of  the  Senate  gave  its  decision  on  the  appeal  against 
the.  judgment  passed  by  the  Moscow  High  Court  on 
Nicholas  Morosoff,  the  famous  writer,  who  was  con- 


demned to  one  year's  confinement  in  a  fortress  for 
the  publication  of  a  collection  of  poems. 

The  Senate  rejected  the  appeal,  so  that  the  man 
who  has  spent  the  best  years  of  his  life  in  the  dread 
fortress  of  Schliisselburg  must  return  for  another 
year  to  solitary  confinement. 

The  life-story  of  this  remarkable  man  of  letters  and 
science  was  given  in  our  issue  of  January  17th. 


Out  of  the  150  witnesses  demanded  by  the  defence 
in  the  "  ritual  murder"  charge  at  Kieff,  the  court  has 
agreed  to  summon  72,  and  out  of  the  17  experts  only 
four. 

The  monthly  review,  Russkoc  Bogatsivo,  has  been 
confiscated  for  the  publication  of  a  fragment  by 
Count  Tolstoy  entitled  "  Theodor  Kuzmitch,"  which 
describes  the  childhood  of  Alexander  I. 

M.  Vermisheff,  the  editor  of  the  Baku,  has  been 
sentenced  to  deportation,  with  the  loss  of  civil 
rights,  for  having  reproduced  an  appeal  for  the 
Persian  constitutionalists,  and  the  paper  itself  has 
been  suppressed.  M.  Vermisheff  was  formerly 
Mayor  of  Tiflis,  the  capital  of  the  Caucasus. 

In  the  Government  of  Kursk  a  railwayman  named 
Natokoff  has  committed  suicide.  He  had  been  kept 
in  "preliminary  confinement"  for  two  years  on  a 
charge  of  being  a  member  of  the  Socialist  Revolu- 
tionary Party,  but  when  he  was  at  last  brought  to 
trial  he  was  acquitted.  On  leaving  prison  he  found 
he  could  not  obtain  work  anywhere,  and,  preferring 
suicide  to  starvation,  shot  himself. 
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A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 


State    of   Anarchy  Created  by  Russian 
Officials. 


POLICE    AND  BRIGANDS. 


[From   our   Polish  Correspondent.] 

The  detachment  of  the  Holm  districts,  which  is 
designed  to  destroy  the  distinctive  national  character 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
its  inviolability  has  been  guaranteed  by  international 
laws,  does  not  satisfy  t he  Russian  Nationalists.  They 
have  devised  another  political  trick  and  presented 
to  the  Duma  a  scheme  which  aims  at  abolishing  the 
Governor-Generalship  of  Warsaw.  By  this  means 
the  Kingdom  of  Poland  is  to  be  deprived  of  the 
standing  of  a  more  or  less  independent  province, 
like  Finland,  the  Caucasus,  and  Siberia,  and  Warsaw 
is  to  be  transformed  into  an  ordinary  chief  town.  At 
present  it  would  be  mere  guesswork  to  prophesy 
whether  this  project  will  be  accepted  and  supported 
by  the  Duma  ;  but,  whatever  be  the  result,  it  is 
symptomatic  of  the  tendencies  prevailing  among  the 
ruling  classes,  whose  aims  are  entirely  concentrated 
on  destructive  work,  without  the  slightest  attempt  at 
constructive  action. 

If  the  Government  were  at  all  interested  in  pro- 
ductive efforts,  it  should  at  least  lend  its  aid  to  the 
work  of  elementary  education,  which  is  neglected 
beyond  all  measure.  The  peasants  feel  most  deeply 
the  need  of  schools,  but  the  Government  does  not 
provide  them.  At  a  meeting  of  rural  education  com- 
mittees held  the  other  day  in  Warsaw  the  insufficient 
number  of  schools  formed  the  subject  of  bitter 
complaints.  Only  the  most  fortunate  districts,  with 
a  strong  desire  for  education,  have,  it  was  stated,  one 
school  for  two  or  three  villages  ;  others  have  to  be 
satisfied  with  one  school  for  eighteen  villages. 
Private  education  in  Poland  meets  with  severe 
prohibition. 

No  Security  for  Life  or  Property. 

The  one  thing  the  authorities  care  about  most 
assiduously  is  filling  their  purses.  In  this  regard 
Russian  officials  have  divested  themselves  of  all  pre- 
judices. They  extort  money  from  Poles  and  from 
Jews,  from  merchants  and  from  thieves — from  every 
one,  living  or  dead.  Pccunia  non  old.  The  active 
state  of  anarchy  which  they  create  enables  them  to 
accumulate  wealth  and  to  make  themselves  indis- 
pensable. The  "order"  established  by  means  of 
Stolypin's  bloody  repression  does  not  even  furnish 
security  for  the  life  and  property  of  the  citizens. 
Throughout  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  the  system  of 
brigandage  is  kept  in  full  swing.  In  Warsaw  of  an 
evening,  even  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  in  the  prin- 
cipal well-lighted  thoroughfares  (to  say  nothing  of 
the  suburbs),  nobody  can  be  sure  of  his  life.  In  the 
rural  districts  the  conditions  are  beyond  all  compre- 
hension, and  to  an  ordinary  European  would  appear 
to  be  some  horrible  nightmare. 

In  private  country  mansions  armed  men  have  con- 
stantly to  be  on  guard  ;  windows  are  protected  by 
iron  shutters,  doors  are  barred  and  bolted,  and 
during  the  night  the  doors  leading  off  the  corridors 
are  fastened  with  special  locks  without  a  spring,  in 
order  to  bar  the  way  of  the  brigands.  In  some 
districts  the  inhabitants  have  every  evening  to  make 
preparations  as  in  time  of  war.  In  most  cases  the 
householders  know  well  enough  by  whom  their 
estates  have  been  pillaged  ;  the  whole  village  can 
point  out  the  robbers,  who  are  brazen  enough  to 
wear  openly  stolen  jewels  ;  but  nobody  dares  to 
retaliate  on  them,  fearing  further  acts  of  violence  on 
the  part  of  the  brigands,  who  have  a  secret  under- 
standing with  the  police.  Such  episodes  are  of  daily 
occurrence  in  Poland. 

Recently  the  Zaranie,  a  weekly  paper,  complained 
that  in  some  parts  of  the  government  of  Kieltse  an 
organised  gang  of  thieves  and  contrabandists  keep  the 
entire  district  in  a  constant  state  of  terror,  and  are  the 
real  rulersof  the  population.  They  impose  fancy  prices 
on  goods,  drive  cattle  from  farms,  which  they  sell 
for  their  own  benefit,  and  anybody  who  has  the 
courage  to  protect  his  property  must  be  prepared  to 
see  his  own  estate  next  time  become  a  prey  to  incen- 
diarism. One  village  was  set  on  fire  seven  times  in 
succession.  In  another  a  farmer  accidentally  helped 
to  arrest  a  gang  of  contrabandists,  who  demanded 
1,500  roubles  from  him  as  compensation  ;  when  he 
refused  they  burnt  his  whole  estate.  Another  farmer 
was  murdered  for  a  similar  "  offence." 

Provocation  and  Extortion. 

A  secret  understanding  with  the  brigands  forms 
one  part  of  the  game  played  by  the  authorities.  A 
second  part  is  political  provocation,  and  the  extortion 
of  money  by  intimidation  and  the  threat  of  false 
accusations.  Light  has  just  been  thrown  on  a 
scandalous  affair  which  is  about  to  form  the  subject 
of  a  trial  in  Warsaw.  At  the  beginning  of  last  year 
searches  were  frequently  made  at  the  lodgings  of 


persons  who  had  never  taken  part  in  the  revolu- 
tionary movement  and  even  enjoyed  a  good  reputa- 
tion in  police  circles.  Nevertheless,  scores  of 
innocent  people  were  arrested,  and  the  applications 
made  by  their  legal  advisers  proved  fruitless  owing 
to  the  reports  made  by  the  Investigation  Depart- 
ment. Shortly  afterwards  YVola,  one  of  the  suburbs 
of  Warsaw,  became  the  scene  of  another  series  of 
arrests.  Sixteen  persons  were  imprisoned  on  a 
charge  of  belonging  to  the  Anarchist-Communist 
party,  and  manifestoes  and  bombs,  supposed  to  have 
been  discovered  in  the  houses  of  the  prisoners,  were 
brought  forward  as  positive  proof  against  them. 

It  was  a  public  secret  that  all  these  raids  and 
arrests  were  the  work  of  two  officials,  Michailoff  and 
Lasky,  who  enjoyed  the  especial  favour  of  the  head 
of  the  Investigation  Department,  M.  Kurnatowski. 
These  three  Russian  robber  chiefs  had  attracted 
public  attention  by  the  luxurious  style  in  which  they 
lived,  and  which,  since  it  did  not  correspond  with 
their  salaries,  excited  the  suspicion  of  their  younger 
colleagues.  The  latter  began  to  keep  watch  on 
Michailoff  and  Lasky,  and  their  efforts  resulted  in 
the  detection  of  a  secret  lodging  which  had  been 
transformed  into  a  depot  of  illegal  literature  and  a 
laboratory  for  the  manufacture  of  bombs.  At  first 
this  was  believed  to  be  a  centre  of  the  Socialist 
Fighting  Party,  and  the  Okhrana  was  informed  to 
this  effect.  A  strict  investigation,  however,  which 
lasted  two  days,  brought  to  light  a  number  of  letters 
written  to  different  persons  with  the  object  of  extort- 
ing considerable  sums  of  money,  and  threatening 
serious  consequences  in  the  event  of  refusal.  It  was 
further  proved  that  Michailoff  and  Lasky  were  the 
authors  of  the  proclamations  and  manufacturers  of 
the  bombs  which  served  as  evidence  against  the 
imprisoned  victims  of  these  two  provocateurs.  The 
Investigation  Department  made  every  effort  to  have 
the  whole  affair  dropped,  but  the  Okhrana,  always 
anxious  to  demonstrate  its  superiority  over  other 
authorities,  insisted  on  a  trial  for  false  accusation  and 
the  manufacture  of  explosives. 

Contract  Scandals. 

A  third  phase  in  the  official  game  is  bribery,  which 
is  inseparable  from  all  contracts  and  the  arrangement 
of  all  public  business.  Several  officers  and  Govern- 
ment officials  of  high  rank  are  at  this  moment  under- 
going trial  in  Warsaw,  in  the  course  of  which  it  has 
been  shown  that  no  Army  contracts  have  been 
accepted  unless  the  officials  have  received  a  sum 
varying  from  \  to  2  per  c  nt.  of  the  contract  price  of 
the  goods.  A  firm  which  supplied  shoes  made  a 
profit  of  300,000  roubles  out  of  the  transaction,  while 
no  less  than  200,000  roubles  went  into  the  pockets 
of  the  Commissariat  officials.  At  the  head  of  the 
long  list  of  accused  is  Colonel  Dubrovin,  chief  of  the 
Commissariat,  who  is  charged  with  having  claimed 
and  received  during  the  period  1905-10  the  sum  of 
215,000  roubles  from  different  contractors  whom  he 
had  threatened  with  rejection.  In  similar  fashion 
Colonel  Anishkoff  made  380,802  roubles,  while  in  one 
year  the  Staff-Captain  received  19,757  roubles  for 
corrupt  practices. 

It  would  be  but  a  waste  of  time  to  give  the  whole 
list  of  these  malefactors,  who  are  the  omnipotent 
rulers  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland. 

THE   DISMEMBERMENT  OF 
POLAND. 

The  Legislative  Proposals  Committee  of  the  Duma 
has  restored  the  rejected  Clause  X.  of  the  Holm 
Detachment  Bill  in  the  wording  suggested  in  the 
Octobrist  amendment.  This  amendment  is  a  com- 
promise by  which  the  Holm  Districts  are  not  to  be 
detached  from  the  Kingdom  of  Poland,  but  from  the 
administration  of  the  Governor-General  of  Warsaw, 
and  are  to  be  placed  under  the  general  administra- 
tion of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

The  practical  detachment  had  already  been  voted 
by  the  Duma,  which  inconsistently  adopted  Clause  XI. 
in  spite  of  its  rejection  on  the  previous  day  of  the 
very  principle  of  the  Hill,  contained  in  Clause  X. 
The  committee  was  evidently  anxious  to  remove  this 
apparent  contradiction  from  the  Hill,  and  to  empha- 
sise its  "  russianising  "  character. 

Whether  the  Holm  districts  be  detached  from  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland,  as  the  Nationalists  demanded, 
or  from  the  Governor-Generalship  of  Warsaw,  is,  of 
course,  a  distinction  without  a  difference. 

Asfor  the  proposed  total  abolition  of  the  Governor- 
Generalship  of  Warsaw,  it  is  stated  that  the  Govern- 
ment considers  such  a  change  to  be  inopportune, 
owing  to  the  necessity  of  preserving  a  strong  local 
authority  in  a  country  which  is  situated  on  the 
frontier,  and  whose  condition  is  quite  exceptional  in 
national,  legal,  and  other  respects. 


Archbishop  Anthony  of  Volhynia,  giving  evidence 
at  the  trial  of  a  clerical  student  who  had  made  an 
attempt  on  his  life,  attributed  the  crime  to  the  moody 
disposition  of  the  criminal,  whose  life  at  Yakutski 
was  spent  amidst  the  drunkenness  that  prevailed  at 
the  local  seminary. 


RUSSIA    AND  GEORGIA. 


Georgian   Bishop's   Eloquent   Reply  to 
Calumnies. 


The  Tscrhovnya  Vedotno&ti,  the  official  organ  of  the 
Holy  Synod,  recently  published  a  speech  delivered 
by  the  Archimandrite  Zenobius,  who  occupied  a  post 
in  Georgia,  on  his  appointment  to  a  bishopric.  In 
the  course  of  his  utterances,  which  have  given  rise 
to  considerable  alarm  among  the  Georgian  clergy, 
the  new  Hishop  declared  that  he  had  been  compelled 
to  serve  in  a  country  infected  with  revolution  and 
breathing  hate  against  everything  Russian,  where  he 
himself  was  exposed  to  deadly  peril. 

One  of  the  Georgian  prelates,  Bishop  David,  sent 
a  vigorous  protest  to  the  Holy  Synod  organ,  which, 
however,  that  paper  refused  to  print.  His  letter, 
which  has  since  been  published  elsewhere,  contains 
the  following  passages  : — 

"  '  There  was  a  revolt  in  Georgia.'  But  did  quiet 
reign  in  Russia  ?  Was  it  not  from  S*.  Petersburg 
that  the  waves  of  the 'liberation' movement  rushed 
hither  ? 

"  It  is  an  untrue  and  libellous  statement  to  say  that 
Georgia  breathes  hate  against  everything  Russian. 
If  he  means  by  hate  that  we  Georgians  love  our 
language,  wish  to  praise  the  Lord  in  our  native 
tongue,  desire  to  have  a  place  here,  and  tell  those 
who  insult  our  national  feeling  that  they  do  not 
right — then,  indeed,  we  are  justly  accused.  But  this 
natural  and  intelligible  phenomenon  stands  in  no 
contradiction  whatever  to  either  ecclesiastical  or 
civil  laws  and  principles,  and  does  not  exclude  in 
any  way  a  kindly  disposition  towards  Russians,  so 
that  the  word  'hate'  is  quite  out  of  place. 

No  Hostility  to  Russians. 

"  I  shall  assert  over  and  over  again  that  hostility 
towards  Russians  is  absolutely  strange  to  the 
Georgians.  It  is  merely  the  invention  of  the  men 
who  use  the  service  in  the  borderlands  as  a  means  of 
drawing  upon  themselves  the  attention  of  their 
superiors.and  obtaining  advantageous  posts  in  Russia. 
Let  the  Russian  officials  here  declare  on  their  con- 
science whether  the  Georgians  who  know  Russian 
do  not  speak  it  at  meetings  and  in  their  homes,  both 
in  towns  and  in  villages,  even  when  there  are  no 
Russians  among  them  ,  whether  Georgians  and 
Russians  do  not  visit  and  show  hospitality  to  one 
another  ;  whether  Georgians  do  not  read  Russian 
books,  reviews,  and  papers.  Do  not  the  Georgian 
Bishops  and  clergymen  in  Georgian  churches,  when 
Russians  attend  them,  make  supplications  in  Slavonic, 
though  nobody  places  that  obligation  upon  them  ? 
Could  anything  of  that  kind  take  place  if  hatred 
towards  Russians  did  really  exist  among  the 
Georgians  ? 

"  What  more  do  the  Russian  Chauvinists  demand 
of  us  ?  That  we  should  give  up  speaking  Georgian 
altogether  both  at  home  and  away  from  home  ?  This 
shall  never  be  !  Nor  is  it  needed  for  the  power  and 
greatness  of  the  Russian  Empire. 

"  Everybody,  and  especially  Church-workers, 
should  avoid  anything  calculated  to  destroy  instead 
of  building,  to  separate  Georgians  and  Russians  from 
one  another  instead  of  uniting  them.  We,  the 
Church-workers,  should  be  induced  by  Christian 
precept  alone  to  value  a  kindly  and  loving  intercourse 
between  Georgians  and  Russians.  It  is  sinful  to  seek 
to  accomplish  not  the  cause  of  Christ,  but  the  quite 
impossible  work  of  transforming  entirely,  or  even  by 
half,  the  Georgian  spirit  and  flesh  into  Russian  spirit 
and  flesh,  thus  breaking  the  spiritual  bonds  between 
brethren  of  the  same  faith  without  ever  attaining 
their  aims,  which  are  not  of  an  ecclesiastical  nature. 
We,  Russians  and  Georgians,  ought  to  be  '  one  in 
Christ,'  and,  of  course,  one  in  disposition,  love,  and 
virtuous  life  ;  one  in  our  moral  qualities,  both 
Russians  and  Georgians  preserving  their  national 
character  as  far  as  its  good  features  are  concerned." 

Insulting  the  Georgian  Church. 

In  the  course  of  the  Duma  debate  on  the  Holy 
Synod  estimates  on  the  19th  inst.,  Deputy  Gueguech- 
kori  remarked  : — 

"To  the  representative  of  the  official  Church 
religion  is  not  an  end  but  a  means  for  carrying 
through  Nationalist  projects.  This  is  best  seen  from 
the  history  of  the  Holy  Synod's  struggle  against  the 
Orthodox  Georgian  Church.  I  do  not  stand  up  as 
the  defender  of  that  Church.  But  we  cannot  remain 
silent  at  the  sight  of  the  insults  and  mockery  directed 
against  human  conscience  and  against  the  historical 
national  possession  of  the  Georgian  people." 

After  a  reference  to  the  shameful  robberies  of 
sacred  objects  of  value  from  the  Georgian  Church, 
the  speaker  concluded  : — 

"  Everything  that  is  being  done  to  the  Georgian 
Church  is  a  profanation  of  faith,  a  profanation  of  the 
sacrament  of  confession,  a  mockery  of  all  Divine, 
human  and  national  rights." 


Darkest  Russia 
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OUR  POLICY. 

The  work  of  educating  British  opinion  on  the 
misdeeds  of  the  Russian  Government  proceeds 
apace  ;  and  not  the  least  healthy  feature  of  the 
movement  is  that  all  classes  of  the  population 
are  contributing  to  its  success.  The  present  year 
has  witnessed  the  formation  of  an  influential 
Anglo-Russian  Committee,  composed  of  men  and 
women  of  all  shades  of  political  thought,  with 
Dr.  Hagberg  Wright  at  their  head,  and  having 
for  its  object  the  distribution  of  information  on 
Russian  affairs  throughout  the  country.  The 
representatives  of  the  labouring  classes  have  also 
taken  up  the  work  with  energy,  and  on  Friday 
night  held  a  most  instructive  mass  meeting  in  the 
East-end  of  London,  at  which  a  resolution  of 
protest  against  the  enormities  committed  by  the 
Russian  authorities  both  at  home  and  abroad  was 
enthusiastically  carried.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
whatever  as  to  the  practical  character  of  this 
movement.  Six  years  ago  the  Russian  people's 
struggle  for  representative  government  and  for 
general  reform  was  only  crushed  because  the 
British  people,  in  ignorance  then  of  the  real 
nature  and.  aims  of  the  St.  Petersburg  bureau- 
cracy, helped  to  subscribe  a  large  Russian  loan. 
It  was  this  loan  which  enabled  the  official  forces 
oi  repression,  weakened  by  the  Japanese  War 
and  by  the  social  upheaval  that  followed  it,  to 
recoup  their  strength,  to  furnish  their 
Cossacks  and  policemen  with  whips  and  re- 
volvers that  were  employed  with  fiendish  zeal 
against  the  newly-awakened  masses,  to  dis- 
solve the  first  and  second  Dumas  —  the 
only  representative  assemblies  Russia  has  ever 
enjoyed — and  to  kill  the  new-born  Consti- 
tution. Had  the  loan  of  1906  not  beensubscribed. 
Russian  history  during  the  last  six  years  would 
have  been  written  in  vastly  different  style  ;  and 
the  money  would  not  have  been  forthcoming 
(just  as  no  Russian  loan  had  previously  been 
floated  in  this  country  since  the  Crimean  War) 
if  the  eyes  of  the  British  people  had  been  opened 
to  the  consequences.  One  of  the  objects  of  those 
who  are  engaged  in  spreading  light  on  Russian 
affairs  is  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  so  deplor- 
able and  destructive  a  blunder  ;  and  this  end 
would  be  furthered  most  effectively  if  local 
societies  were  formed  throughout  the  Kingdom 
for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  information  in  a 
cause  for  which  every  instinct  of  humanity 
pleads. 

It  would  be  well  if  we  defined,  more  specifi- 
cally than  we  have  yet  done,  the  policy  which 
we  have  set  before  us  in  the  conduct  of  this 
journal,  and  which  we  recommend  for  the  guid- 
ance of  all  who  are  pursuing  a  similar  object. 
At  the  outset  we  feel  bound,  in  view  of  certain 
misconceptions  that  are  abroad,  to  emphasise  the 
fact  that  our  campaign  is  of  an  entirely  Consti- 
tutional character.  We  stand  for  the  letter  and 
the  spirit  of  the  Corstitution  and  the  Funda- 
mental Laws  solemnly  granted  and  guaranteed 
by  his  Majesty  the  Tsar.  We  admit  that  before 
the  promulgation  of  the  October  Manifesto  we 
might  have  been  classed  among  the  revolution- 
aries ;  in  those  days  the  Autocracy  was  still 
legally  absolute,  and  any  agitation  in  favour  of 
representative  government  was  bound  to  be 
revolutionary,  however  mild  its  methods  and 
however  beneficent  its  purpose.    Now,  however, 
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Russia  is  governed  by  a  !  arliament — in  theory  ; 
and  we  hold  that  if  that  'arliament  is  allowed 
to  be  chosen  in  accorda:  ce  with  the  electoral 
laws  originally  approved  by  the  Tsar,  and  if  it 
is  allowed  to  do  its  worl  without  violent  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  t1  e  Administration,  our 
end  will  practically  have  been  achieved.  The 
brief  experience  of  the  f  st  and  second  Dumas 
makes  it  impossible  to  dovbt  that  a  really  repre- 
sentative assembly,  givi  1  a  free  hand,  will 
cleanse  Russia  of  the  ai  animations  by  which 
her  history  is  every  day  b  ing  defiled.  All  that 
we  demand,  therefore,  on  lehalf  of  the  Russian 
people  is  that  they  shoul'l  be  confirmed  in  the 
rights  to  which  they  are  cc  institutionally  entitled ; 
that  is  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  our  policy. 
And  it  is  not  we  who  are  t  he  revolutionaries,  but 
those  Ministers  of  the  Ts  ir  who  have  violated 
the  Constitution  to  farther  the  imperilled  inte- 
rests of  their  own  narrow  class. 

We  have  heard  it  ren  arked  by  those  who 
display  either  hostility  or  ,  cepticism  towards  our 
efforts  that  it  is  absurd  to  expect  the  British 
people  or  the  British  Government  to  interfere  in 
Russia's  domestic  affairs.  That  argument  would 
carry  more  weight  if  it  ccnld  be  shown  that  we 
had  ever  advocated  such  interference.  We  have 
protested,  it  is  true,  and  :f-e  have  urged  others 
to  protest;    this   we  done    literally  «</ 

nauseam.  But  we  have  never  called  upon  Great 
Britain  to  intervene  in  any  of  those  scandalous 
affairs  that  concern  only  Russia  and  her  own 
citizens.  What,  however,  we  do  most  insistently 
demand  is  that  Great  Britain  shall  not  interfere 
in  the  struggle  between  the  Russian  Government 
and  the  Russian  people  by  throwing  her  very 
considerable  influence  into  the  scale  on  the  side 
of  the  forces  of  reaction.  This,  as  we  have  seen, 
she  did  in  1906,  and  thus  cruelly  snatched  from  the 
popular  movement  the  victory  which  was  already 
within  its  grasp.  This  she  is  practically  doing 
to-day,  when  our  Foreign  Office  and  the  most 
influential  section  of  our  Press  are  doing  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  whitewash  the  character 
of  the  Russian  bureaucracy,  and  are  preparing 
the  way  for  a  fui'ther  influx  of  British  gold  into 
Russia.  And  this  she  most  certainly  did  three 
months  ago,  when  she  sent  a  deputation  to  bestow 
the  benediction  of  free  England  on  the  institu- 
tions under  which  a  hundred  million  Russian 
subjects  are  enslaved.  So  much  for  Russia's 
domestic  affairs ;  "  no  interference "  by  all 
means,  but  let  the  principle  be  applied  with 
strict  impartiality.  As  for  her  policy  abroad, 
who  that  has  any  regard  for  the  historic  tradi- 
tions of  our  country,  which  even  down  to  the 
end  of  the  last  century  was  ever  ready  to  stand 
up  for  the  victims  of  oppression,  will  advocate 
this  same  rule  of  "no  interference  "  ?  Have  we 
not  every  right,  both  moral  and  political,  to  inter- 
fere when  we  see  Persia's  liberties  trampled 
beneath  the  heel,  her  Constitution  destroyed,  and 
her  land  given  over  to  the  brutalities  of  the 
Russian  soldiery  ?  And,  even  if  we  could  not 
screw  our  courage  to  the  point  of  interference, 
can  we  justify  ourselves  in  our  direct  connivance 
at  these  revolting  outrages  ?  In  every  way  that 
was  open  to  her  Great  Britain  has  during  the 
past  few  years  assisted  the  Russian  bureaucracy 
in  its  career  of  wickedness,  both  at  home  and 
abroad ;  and  until  we  have  induced  the  British 
people  and  the  British  Government  to  take  a 
different  view  of  their  responsibilities  towards 
Russia,  the  prime  purpose  of  our  mission  will 
not  have  been  achieved. 


[Registered  as  a  Newspaper. 
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THE  "  RITUAL  MURDER  "  CHARGE. 

Court  Refuses  to  Summon  Witnesses  for 
the  Defence. 

The  counsel  for  the  defence  of  Beilis  are  placed  in 
a  difficulty  by  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  summon 
all  the  witnesses  whom  they  consider  essential  for  the 
elucidation  of  the  truth.  Apart  from  the  preposterous 
"ritual  purpose''  theory  advanced  by  the  prosecu- 
tion, two  explanations  have  been  forthcoming  with 
regard  to  the  crime,  which  is  attributed  by  some  to 
a  gang  of  malefactors,  and  by  others  to  the  relatives 
of  Yuschinsky,  who  was  badly  treated  by  his  step- 
father. As  both  explanations  carry  a  certain  degree 
of  probability,  the  defence  was  anxious  to  sift  their 
merits  by  calling  witnesses  likely  to  clear  up  the 
circumstances  with  regard  to  both  conjectures.  The 
court,  however,  while  agreeing  to  summon  witnesses 
whose  evidence  bears  on  the  organisation  of  a  plot  by 
a  gang  of  robbers,  has  declined  to  summon  any 
witnesses  who  might  throw  light  on  the  actions  of 
Yuschinsky's  relatives. 

The  Anniversary  of  the  Murder. 

In  the  meantime  the  local  "  Unionists  "  have  been 
profiting  by  the  anniversary  of  the  murder  to  excite 
public  opinion  about  the  alleged  victim  of  Jewish 
religious  practices.  At  the  suggestion  of  their  organ, 
the  Dvuglavy  Orel  ("  Double-headed  Eagle "),  they 
held,  on  the  eve  of  the  anniversary  (March  24th), 
a  memorial  service  at  the  cemetery  where  Yuschinsky 
was  buried,  while  on  the  following  day  a  requiem  was 
held  at  St.  Sophia  Cathedral,  at  which  the  Bishop 
himself  officiated.  For  the  occasion  the  Dvuglavy 
Orel  issued  a  special  number  containing  a  portrait  of 
Yuschinsky  covered  with  wounds.  The  picture  was 
accompanied  by  an  inscription  calling  on  Christian 
parents  to  take  care  of  their  children  in  view  of  the 
approach  of  the  Jewish  Passover. 

Some  "Little  Mistakes.'" 

The  "  ritual  murder  "  agitation  is  endangering  the 
lives  of  Jews  whenever  a  fatality  of  any  kind  occurs. 

At  Raygorod,  in  Podolia,  a  Christian  died  suddenly 
at  an  inn  kept  by  a  Jew,  who  at  once  sent  for  a 
doctor.  The  next  morning  the  local  "Black  Hun- 
dred "  gang  gathered  round  the  inn,  started  to  mourn 
for  the  dead  man,  whom  they  declared  to  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Jews,  and  demanded  that  his 
blood  should  be  avenged.  One  of  their  leaders 
shouted  :  "  We  shall  put  you  accursed  Jews  in  chains 
before  you  wash  this  innocent  blood  away!" 

The  Jews  were  in  mortal  terror,  when,  fortunately, 
the  deceased's  own  wife  and  son  arrived  on  the  spot 
and  testified  that  he  had  been  suffering  from  heart 
disease,  to  which  he  was  liable  to  succumb  at  any 
moment.  The  medical  examination  also  proved  that 
the  man  had  died  a  natural  death,  without  the  loss  of 
a  single  drop  of  blood.  The  funeral  was  then  allowed 
to  take  place  in  peace. 

At  Kieff  a  man  of  Jewish  appearance  was  leading 
along  the  street  a  boy  who  was  trying  to  get  away 
from  him.  A  passer-by  raised  an  alarm  by  shouting, 
"  A  Jew  is  dragging  a  Christian  boy  to  slaughter  !  " 
The  man  was  at  once  surrounded  by  a  threatening 
crowd,  who  uttered  imprecations  against  the  Jews. 
The  police  then  appeared  on  the  scene  and  took  both 
the  man  and  the  boy  to  the  station,  followed  by  the 
crowd.  At  the  police-station  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  suspect  was  not  a  Jew  but  a  Greek,  and  that  the 
boy  was  his  own  son. 

A  girl  who  was  in  service  with  a  Jew  disappeared 
from  her  employer's  house  at  Kishineff,  but  was  sub- 
sequently discovered  hiding  with  a  member  of  the 
Union  of  the  Russian  People  named  Yolkoff.  The 
latter  had  persuaded  her  to  declare  that  she  had 
escaped  from  the  Jews,  who  wanted  to  kill  her  for 
the  Passover  Festival.  Volkoff,  it  is  interesting  to 
recall,  was  sentenced  to  penal  servitude  in  1903  for 
his  participation  in  the  anti-Jewish  pogrom  of  that 
year,  but  was  afterwards  pardoned. 

Distinguished  French  Protest. 

A  protest  against  the  "  ritual  murder  "  libel  has 
been  drawn  up  and  signed  by  a  large  number  of  dis- 
tinguished French  writers,  University  professors, 
artists,  medical  men,  lawyers,  and  others,  who 
describe  themselves  as  "friends  of  Russia  and 
strangers  to  Judaism."  Among  the  signatories  are 
MM.  Anatole  France,  Henry  de  Regnier,  Paul 
Dupuy,  Jules  Bois,  Octave  Mirabeau,  and  many  other 
we  1 1  - k n o  w n  n  a  m  e s .. 
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THE  FOE  OF  CONSTITUTIONS. 


Russia's  Intrigues  in  Persia,  Turkey,  and 
China. 


AUTOCRACY  RAMPANT. 


[From  a  Correspondent.] 

Three  recent  items  of  news  which  startled  public 
opinion  in  Western  Europe,  and  even  provoked  a 
panic  on  the  St.  Petersburg  Exchange,  were  that  the 
Russian  Black  Sea  Fleet  was  cruising  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Bosphorus,  a  Russian  Army  Corps  in  Trans- 
caucasia was  concentrated  on  the  Turkish  frontier 
and  a  part  of  the  Army  of  South  Russia  mobilised 
at  the  same  time,  whilst  Russian  emissaries  were 
reported  to  be  very  active  in  Kurdistan  and  Turkish 
Armenia.  All  seemed  to  indicate  that  an  attack  on 
Turkish  territory  was  imminent.  But  the  Russian 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  published  an  official 
communique  to  the  effect  that  the  war  rumours  were 
without  foundation,  and  that  it  had  been  explained 
to  the  Turkish  Government  that  the  movements  of 
the  Caucasian  Army  on  the  Turkish  frontier  were 
simply  manoeuvres. 

This  denial  pacified  or  deceived  neither  Turkish 
nor  Russian  public  opinion.  Everybody  understands 
that  if  it  were  not  for  the  disapproval  of  the  great 
Powers  Russia  would  eagerly  snatch  the  opportunity 
of  the  Italo-Turkish  war  to  deal  a  blow  to  Constitu- 
tional Turkey. 

At  Home   and  Abroad. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Russian  autocracy, 
defeated  by  Japan  and  humiliated  by  an  internal 
revolution,  seeks  by  all  means  to  recover  its  prestige  in 
international  politics  and  to  repeal  the  Constitutional 
rights  conceded  in  1905  under  pressure  of  a  populnr 
rising.  In  the  latter  aim  the  autocracy  has  tem- 
porarily succeeded,  thanks  to  an  unparalleled  regime 
of  oppression  and  terror.  But  Russia's  success  in 
the  international  arena  has  been  far  from  complete. 

Indebted  to  such  a  degree  that  the  yearly  interest 
on  loans  amounts  to  400  million  roubles,  her  Army 
demoralised  and  without  modern  artillery,  her  Navy 
reduced  to  a  few  insignificant  vessels,  Russia  cannot 
venture  on  a  conflict  with  a  modern  European  Power, 
and  she  had  to  swallow  very  quietly  the  humiliation 
of  the  annexation  of  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  by 
Austria.  For  this  reason  the  Russian  Government 
has  been  incessantly  active  during  the  past  six  years 
in  intriguing  against  her  feebler  Constitutional 
neighbours,  Persia  and  Turkey. 

As  soon  as  in  August,  1908,  the  Constitution  was 
restored  in  Turkey,  in  obedience  to  orders  from 
St.  Petersburg  the  Viceroy  of  the  Caucasus  held 
several  councils  in  Tiflis  with  Russian  diplomatic 
agents  and  his  high  staff-officers — such  as  General 
Shatiloff,  State  Councillor  Mitskevitch,  and  others — 
to  discuss  methods  of  checking  Constitutionalism  in 
Persia  and  Turkey,  and  of  preventing  the  infiltration 
of  liberal  ideas  among  the  Mussulman  population  of 
the  Caucasus. 

The   Military  Occupation   of  Persia. 

Although  the  decisions  arrived  at  were  kept  secret 
their  nature  maybe  gathered  from  the  fact  that  soon, 
under  every  conceivable  pretext,  Russian  Consulates 
and  Vice-Consulates  were  established  in  every 
Persian  town  of  any  importance,  and  secret  agents 
were  sent  out  to  the  neighbouring  Turkish  provinces, 
especially  Kurdistan  and  Armenia.  On  the  excuse 
of  protecting  Russian  subjects,  Cossack  guards 
were  attached  to  the  Consulates.  In  this  way  the 
nucleus  of  a  Russian  military  occupation  was  created. 
The  funds  at  the  disposal  of  those  Consular  agents 
may  be  measured  from  the  sums  yearly  spent  in 
telegraphic  messages  to  St.  Petersburg.  Whilst  the 
Russian  Consul-General  in  Berlin  spent  30  roubles 
yearly  on  telegrams,  at  Marseilles  45  roubles,  and  at 
Liverpool  150  roubles,  the  Russian  Consul  at  Ardebil, 
an  insignificant  Persian  town,  needed  5,400  roubles, 
at  Resht  3,000  roubles,  at  I'rmiah  5,200  roubles, 
and  at  Tabriz  17,400  roubles.  Altogether  the 
Ro  -ian  diplomatic  service  in  Persia  spent  in  1910 
74,700  roubles  on  telegrams,  as  compared  with 
1,200  roubles  spent  by  the  Russian  Embassy  in 
Berlin,  3,000  roubles  in  Paris,  and  4,500  roubles  in 
Washington  (where,  of  course,  the  cable  rates  are 
very  considerable).  The  activity  of  those  Consular 
agents  soon  stirred  up  disorders  in  Persia,  and  the 
Russian  Government  found  the  desired  opportunity, 
with  the  consent  of  England,  of  occupying  the 
northern  part  of  Persia  and  of  paralysing  the  Con- 
stitutional Persian  Government. 

On   the   Turkish  Borders. 

If  it  was  comparatively  easy  for  Russia  to  succeed 
in  Persia,  it  was  more  complicated  and  difficult  to 
tackle  Turkey  with  her  reformed  Army  of  splendid 
fighters.  In  this  case  Russian  intrigues  were  directed 
through  the  Slavonic  Balkan  principalities.    The  Tsar 


presented  Prince  Nicholas  of  Montenegro  with 
modern  arms,  and  recognised  this  ruler  of  less  than 
300,000  people  as  King  of  Montenegro.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Russian  Court  renewed  friendship 
with  Bulgaria,  and  Prince  Ferdinand  was  created 
Tsar  of  Bulgaria.  The  newly  created  King  and  Tsar 
visited  St.  Petersburg.  Russian  emissaries  began  to 
overrun  the  Balkan  States,  and  soon  misunderstand- 
ings and  encounters  on  the  Turkish  frontiers  with 
Bulgarians  and  with  Montenegrins  began  to  be 
frequent.  Montenegro,  the  hereditary  enemy  of 
Albania,  turned  into  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
Albanians  in  their  rising  against  the  Young  Turks' 
Constitutional  Government,  even  mobilising  her  war- 
like population  on  the  frontier,  and  threatening 
Turkey  with  war.  j 

The  Constitutional  Government  in  Constantinople 
succeeded,  however,  in  frustrating  all  these  attempts 
to  draw  Turkey  into  a  war  with  a  Balkan  State. 
Then  another  and  a  new  friend  of  Russia — Italy- 
started  on  her  astonishing  adventure  in  Tripoli. 
Seeing  that  Italy  cannot  triumph,  Russia  now  con- 
fronts Turkey  as  a  menacing  mediator.  At  the  same 
time  Russian  emissaries  are  hard  at  work  in 
Kurdistan  and  Turkish  Armenia,  trying  to  provoke  a 
rising  against  the  Turkish  Government. 

It  is,  however,  doubtful  whether  this  game  will 
succeed.  In  case  of  war  Russia  runs  the  great  risk 
that  not  only  the  Mussulman  population  of  the 
Caucasus,  but  the  whole  of  Transcaucasia  will  side 
with  modern,  reformed:Turkey  against  the  govern- 
ment of  oppression  and  reaction  of  the  Russian 
Empire. 

Activity  in  China. 

Hitherto  Russia  has  had  still  less  chance  in  her 
attempts  against  the  Republican  movement  in  China 
by  intriguing  in  Mongolia  and  ChineseTurkestan.  Last 
spring  the  Russian  Government  suddenly  sent  an  ulti- 
matum to  Pekin  claiming  the  right  to  appoint  twelve 
new  Consuls  in  Chinese  Turkestan,  each  with  a 
guard  of  two  hundred  Cossacks.  It  is  not  difficult 
to  discover  that  the  same  course  as  in  Persia  was 
followed  here.  To  I  Europe  the  demand  was 
explained  by  Russia  as  necessitated  by  her  great 
commercial  interests  in  Chinese  Turkestan  and 
Mongolia.  Just  at  that  time,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Industrial  Society  held  in  St.  Petersburg,  State- 
Councillor  Gurieff  read  a  report  on  "  Russian  Com- 
merce in  China  and  Commercial  Interests  in  Mon- 
golia," which  he  had  prepared  by  order  of  the 
Minister  of  Commerce^  The  report  clearly  showed 
that  China  had  a  great  commercial  interest,  not 
Russia,  as  in  1908  t!."~  Chinese  exports  to  Russia 
amounted  to  93  million  roubles,  whilst  Russian 
exports  to  China  represented  only  23  million  roubles, 
of  which  1,164,000  roubles  stood  for  exports  to 
Mongolia. 

Although  these  figures  gave  the  lie  direct  to  the 
Government's  claim  of  great  commercial  interests, 
nevertheless  Russia  insisted  on  more  Consuls.  When 
the  Chinese  revolution  broke  out,  all  the  activities  of 
the  Russian  agents  were  concentrated  on  Mongolia 
and  Manchuria  with  a  view  to  provoking  civil  war. 
The  Mongolians  were  urged  to  declare  their  inde- 
pendence under  the  protectorate  of  Russia.  Some  of 
the  Mongolian  princes  followed  the  advice,  and  a 
few  anti-Chinese  mutinies  and  risings  took  place  ; 
but  now  even  the  Russian  papers  admit  that  the 
Mongolian  resistance  to  the  Chinese  Republic  is 
collapsing. 

This  policy  of  Russia  in  combating  progress  and 
reform  at  home,  and  abroad  in  Turkey,  Persia,  and 
China,  has  aroused  such  hatred  and  bitterness  that 
even  one  of  the  blindest  followers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  a  moment  of  lucidity,  exclaimed  the  other 
day  in  the  Novoe  Vremya :  "  We  are  hated  by  the 
subject  nationalities  at  home,  we  are  hated  by  our 
neighbours  over  the  frontier,  since  we  alone  now 
stand  for  Autocracy  in  its  oldest  form." 


DUMA  INTERPELLATIONS. 

The  Interpellations  Committee  of  the  Duma  has 
admitted  three  interpellations  dealing  respectively 
with  (i.)  the  illegal  order  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Prefect 
requiring  police  officers  to  be  present  at  committee 
meetings  of  trade  unions  ;  (ii.)  the  illegal  acts  of  the 
Administration  in  connection  with  the  arrest  of 
robbers  in  the  Caucasus ;  and  (iii.)  the  methods 
practised  for  the  suppression  of  robbery  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Tersk. 

The  Duma  has  accepted  the  interpellation  of  the 
Polish  group  on  the  illegal  order  issued  by  the 
Inspector  of  Primary  Schools  of  the  government  of 
Wilna  requiring  religious  instruction  to  be  imparted 
exclusively  in  the  Russian  language. 

The  Governor  of  Kursk  has  refused  permission  to 
Deputy  Shingareff  and  M.  von  Rutsen  to  deliver 
public  lectures. 

The  editor  of  the  Orenburg  Kray  has  been  fined 
100  roubles,  with  the  alternative  of  one  month's 
imprisonment,  for  the  publication  of  a  paragraph  on 
the  famine  in  the  Turgay  province. 


THE    RASPUTIN  SCANDAL. 


Indictment  of  the  Holy  Synod  in  the 
Duma. 


During  the  Duma  debates  on  the  Holy  Synod 
Estimates  the  Rasputin  scandal  was  made  the  subject 
of  a  scathing  attack  on  the  Church  authorities  by  M. 
Gutchkoff,  the  Octobrist  leader. 

"  You  all  know,"  he  said,  "  through  how  dark  a 
drama  Russia  is  moving.  Terrified,  we  are  watching 
all  the  details  of  the  plot.  In  the  centre  of  the  drama 
is  the  mysterious,  tragi-comical  figure  of  some  arrival 
from  the  other  world,  a  survival  of  the  darkness  of  the 
ages,  a  strange  figure  in  a  twentieth-century  scene. 
He  may  be  a  fanatical  sectarian  who  is  carrying  out  his 
dark  work,  or  a  cunning  cheat  who  is  promoting  his 
shady  affairs.  By  what  means  has  this  man  attained 
to  so  central  a  position,  wielding  an  influence  before 
which  the  highest  bearers  of  State  and  Church  autho- 
rity bow  down  ?  Only  think  who  is  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  who  is  turning  the  wheel  which  is  dragging 
in  its  wake  the  changes  of  policy  and  of  persons,  the 
fall  of  some  and  the  elevation  of  others. 

Basputin's  Supporters. 

"  But  Gregory  Rasputin  is  not  alone.  There 
stands  at  his  back  a  whole  gang,  a  mixed  and  curious 
company,  which  has  taken  on  hire  both  his  person 
and  his  charms  ;  men  of  insatiable  ambition  who  are 
sighing  for  the  power  that  has  escaped  them,  shadv 
jobbers,  journalists  who  have  come  to  grief.  It  is 
the  hirers  of  the  '  holy  man '  who  prompt  him  in 
what  he  is  still  further  suggesting.  It  is  a  complete 
business  enterprise  which  is  playing  an  astute  and 
ingenious  game.  And  before  this  picture  it  is  our 
duty  to  cry  out  in  warning  :  '  The  Church  is  in  danger, 
and  the  State  as  well  ! '  No  revolutionary  and  anti- 
clerical propaganda  carried  on  for  many  years  could 
ever  have  attained  anything  like  the  effect  produced 
by  recent  events. 

"  Where  was  the  authority,  the  power  of  the 
Church  and  the  power  of  the  State,  amidst  the 
despair  and  trouble  of  some  and  the  malicious  satis- 
faction of  others  ?  We  know  a  few  prelates  who  had 
had  the  manliness  to  raise  their  voice,  and  thus 
redeemed  a  heavy  guilt.  But  why  are  the  others 
silent  ?  Are  they  ignorant  of  it,  or  in  sympathy 
with  it,  or  are  they  weakly  cowed  by  the  fear  of 
disgrace  ? " 

The   Humiliation   of  the  Church. 

Turning  to  the  Church  representatives,  M.  Gutchkoff 
continued  : — 

"  Look,  who  is  behind  you,  by  what  nominees  you 
have  surrounded  yourselves,  or  allowed  yourselves  to 
be  surrounded.  Why,  you  belong  to  the  group 
which  has  assumed  the  monopoly  of  defending  the 
purity  of  faith  and  the  foundations  of  Church  and 
State.  When  we  were  passing  laws  establishing  the 
merest  rudiments  of  liberty  of  conscience,  you  were 
among  our  adversaries.  When  the  Duma  desired  to 
extend  to  the  parish  schools  the  superior  control  of 
the  State,  you  thundered  against  us  for  making  an 
attempt  on  the  foundations  of  the  Church.  But 
while  you  have  been  engaged  in  fighting  your 
external  opponents  on  the  borders  of  your  depart- 
ment, you  have  overlooked  the  internal  danger,  the 
ulcer  which  is  eating  at  the  heart  of  the  people's 
soul,  its  religious  conscience.  You  make  it  rather 
hard  for  your  missionaries  to  preach  against  sec- 
tarians. But  the  Chief  Procurator  was  also  silent. 
Was  he,  too,  ignorant,  or  sympathetic,  or  cravenly 
timid  ?  One  cannot  always  demand  heroism,  but 
there  is  a  certain  minimum  which  is  required  from 
the  responsible  bearer  of  authority.  There  are 
moments  which  call  for  service  and  not  servility, 
when  a  public  action  becomes  an  obligation  and  a 
primary  duty  of  conscience. 

"The  Russian  chronicler  for  the  years  1911-12  will 
have  to  make  this  entry  :  '  In  those  years,  under  the 
Chief  Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod,  the  Actual 
Councillor  of  State,  Vladimir  Karlovitch  Sabler,  the 
Orthodox  Church  descended  to  unparalleled  humilia- 
tion. And  let  the  people  know,  and  history  remem- 
ber, that  in  this  year  of  trial  through  which  the 
Orthodox  Church  and  the  Orthodox  people  lived  the 
Chief  Procurator  of  the  Most  Holy  Synod  did  not 
fulfil  his  duty.' " 

The  Duma  debate  seems  to  have  caused  alarm  to 
the  members  of  the  Holy  Synod.  They  fear  the 
resignation  of  M.  Sabler,  the  Chief  Procurator,  and 
his  replacement  by  a  more  liberal  man  who  would 
reduce  the  whole  work  of  the  Synod  to  nothing. 


The  Governor  of  Voronezh  has  issued  an  order 
forbidding,  under  penally  of  a  fine  of  500  roubles, 
the  circulation  of  any  false  rumour  regarding  the 
Government's  actions  and  the  famine,  or  regarding 
any  event  that  may  be  calculated  to  cause  public 
alarm.  It  is,  of  course,  left  entirely  to  the  authorities 
to  decide  according  to  their  pleasure  what  constitutes 
a  "  false  rumour." 
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sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Crom- 
well on  the  Persecution  of  the  Vaudois. 


NOTES. 


The  Liberties  of  the  Duma. 

If  the  Minister  of  Justice  (who  is  at  the  same 
time  one  of  the  most  reactionary  and  one  of  the 
most  powerful  members  of  the  Russian  Cabinet) 
has  his  way,  an  end  will  be  put  to  freedom  of 
speech  in  the  Duma  and  the  inviolability  of  mem- 
bers for  sentiments  expressed  in  that  assembly 
It  may  be  remembered  that  towards  the  end  of 
last  year  the  Duma  discussed  an  interpellation, 
signed  by  thirty-three  of  its  members  and  sup- 
ported in  the  lobby  by  some  thirty  more,  dealing 
with  the  assassination  of  Dr.  Karavayeff,  the 
Labour  leader  in  the  second  Duma.  According 
to  the  statement  of  those  who  framed  the  inter- 
pellation, which  was  based  on  the  written  con- 
fession of  an  agent  of  the  secret  police,  two 
members  of  the  present  Duma,  named  GololobofT 
and  Obrastzoff,  were  implicated  in  the  crime 
which  was  organised  by  the  LTnion  of  the  Russian 
People.  The  interpellation  was  defeated  (as, 
considering  the  composition  of  the  Duma,  it  was 
bound  to  be),  and  thereupon  M.  Gololoboff 
announced  his  intention  of  prosecuting  its  thirty- 
three  signatories,  as  well  as  another  member 
-who  had  previously  referred  to  the  same  matter 
in  the  Duma,  on  a  charge  of  libel.  The  case 
was  referred  to  the  First  Department  of  the 
Council  of  State,  which  was  charged  with  the 
duty  of  deciding  whether  the  signatories  to  the 
interpellation  are  liable  to  prosecution.  Before 
this  body,  whose  decision  is  expected  this  week, 
the  Minister  of  Justice  is  appearing  in  person 
to  uphold  the  view  that  every  one  of  the  depu- 
ties involved  is  responsible  to  the  law  for  his 
action. 

Far-reaching  Issues. 

The  decision,  of  course,  is  one  whose  import- 
ance cannot  be  exaggerated  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  it  will  establish  a  pi'ecedent  to  be  applied 
to  all  future  cases  of  the  same  nature.  If  M. 
Scheglovitoff  is  successful  in  his  advocacy,  the 
Duma  will  be  for  ever  gagged  and  bound.  No 
Deputy,  unless  he  is  willing  to  risk  imprison- 
ment in  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice,  will  be 
able  to  indict  a  guilty  official,  a.nd  the  crimes  of 
the  bureaucracy  and  of  the  "  Black  Hundred  " 
organisations  that  enjoy  its  favour  will  enjoy  a 
greater  degree  of  immunity  than  ever.  However 
well-founded  such  an  indictment  may  be,  Russian 
justice  will  see  to  it  that  its  authors  meet  with 
exemplary  punishment ;  and  not  only  its  authors, 
but,  we  presume,  every  one  of  its  supporters, 
whether  by  speech  or  by  silent  vote.  The  pro- 
spect is  one  which  menaces  the  last  remnants  of 
liberty  left  to  Russian  citizens,  and  if  it  is 
realised  the  Duma  might  just  as  well  cease  to 
exist. 

The  Holy  Synod 

That  something  is  seriously  rotten  in  the  Holy 
Synod  is  admitted  even  by  those  who  usually 
are  servile  in  their  support  of  the  occupants  of 
high  places.    In  the  Duma  M.  Gutchkoff,  the 


Octobrist  leader,  has  been  subjecting  the  Ortho- 
dox Church  authorities  to  a  merciless  trouncing, 
basing  his  attack  on  the  recent  exposures  in  con- 
nection with  the  Rasputin  scandal.     It  would 
appear  that  within  the  Holy  Synod  there  are 
mysterious  and  vicious  influences  at  work  ;  dark 
phantoms  are  flitting  about,  and  it  is  their  bidding 
that  M.  Sabler  and  his  colleagues  perform.  We 
may  faintly  imagine  what  manner  of  conditions 
are  prevailing  in  the  Church  when  we  hear  that 
Rasputin,  that  figure  of  nameless  evil,  was  able 
to  bestow  a  Bishopric  upon  a  gardener.  But 
M.  Gutchkoff  went  beyond  the  incidents  of  this 
terrible  scandal  in  his  indictment.    He  pointed 
out  that  the  Church  has  ever  been  the  enemy  of 
liberty  of  conscience,  of  popular  education,  and 
of  everything  that  makes  for  enlightenment ; 
and  within  the  past  year,  he  declared,  it  has 
descended  to  "  unparalleled  humiliation."    It  is 
not  a  picture  on  which  one  cares  to  dwell ;  but 
the  facts  have  to  be  faced,  and  it  appears  to  be 
the  almost  universal  opinion  in  Russia  that  the 
Holy  Synod  is  an  Augean  stable  of  corruption 
and  maladministration,  whose  cleansing  is  one 
of  the  most  pressing  needs  of  the  day. 


Constitution  Smashing. 

In  a  very  instructive  aiticle  a  contributor  this 
week  brings  under  review  Russia's  intrigues 
against  the  Constitutional  movements  in  Persia, 
Turkey,  and  China.  In  Persia,  where  alone  the 
attempts  have  met  with  any  conspicuous  success, 
the  most  elaborate  preparations  were  made  for 
stamping  out  the  menace  of  Constitutionalism. 
It  was  realised  in  St.  Petersburg  that  the  success 
of  the  reform  party  in  Persia  might  have  a  dis- 
turbing effect  on  the  Caucasus,  and  for  this 
reason  councils  of  war  were  held  in  Tiflis  and  a 
regular  campaign  was  organised.  The  Consular 
service  provided  the  medium  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  military  guards  and  other  agents  whose 
sole  mission  was  to  stir  up*  disorder  ;  and  on  the 
excuse  of  this  artificially  created  state  of  unrest 
the  Russian  force  was  continually  increased,  until 
it  assumed  the  proportions  of  an  army  of  occu- 
pation. The  story  of  subsequent  events  in  Persia 
is  too  well  known  to  need  recapitulation.  It  is 
significant,  however,  to  learn  that  the  Russian 
Consular  service  in  Persia  was  spending  a 
year  on  telegrams  over  sixty  times  as  much  as 
was  spent  in  the  same  pei'iod  by  the  Russian 
Embassy  to  Germany.  Such  were  the  thorough- 
ness and  disregard  of  expense  with  which  the 
Russian  Government  entered  on  its  task  of 
smashing  the  Persian  Constitution. 


Russian  Tariffs  for  Finland. 

A  Finnish  correspondent  writes  :  — The  Russian 
Minister  of  Commerce  has    submitted  to  the 
Council  of  Ministers  a  proposal  for  a  uniform 
tariff  for  Russia  and  Finland.    Such  a  change, 
however,  cannot  be  put  into  effect  at  once,  because 
of  the  Russo-German  Treaty  of  Commerce,  which 
provides  that  Russia  has  to  inform  Germany  two 
years  in  advance  of  any  alterations.    But  the 
threat  is  there,  and  is  likely  to  be  realised.  If 
so,  it  will  have  an  enormous  effect  on  the  eco- 
nomic life  of  Finland.    The  introduction  of  the 
Russian  tariff  would  make  raw  materials  and 
machinery  exceedingly  expensive,  and  all  small 
industries  would  be  well-nigh  crushed  out  of 
existence.    The  most  ruinous  consequence,  how- 
ever, would  be  the  rise  in  the  price  of  food.  The 
free  corn  trade  would  cease,  and  the  poor  would 
have  to  pay  heavily  for  their  bread.    Any  one 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  climatic  conditions  of 
Finland  will  not  need  to  be  informed  of  the 
misery  and  disaster  which  the  proposal  of  the 
Minister  of  Finance  carries  with  it.   Russia's  aim 
is  clear.    She  wishes  to  drag  Finland  down  to 
her  own  level  by  encompassing  the  economical 
and,  if  possible,  the  moral  ruin  of  the  country. 


In  Turkey  and  China. 

At  the  Young  Turkish  movement  Russia 
sought  to  strike  through  the  aggrandisement  of 
Montenegro  and  Bulgaria,  and  the  support  of  the 
Albanian  rising.  When  these  efforts  proved 
unsuccessful,  she  found  a  new  hope  in  Italy ; 
and  now  that  the  Italian  venture  is  not  proving 
quite  the  holiday  task  that  was  anticipated,  she 
seeks  to  force  her  mediation  upon  Turkey,  while 
at  the  same  time  her  agents  are  engaged  in  the 
familiar  work  of  provocation  in  Kurdistan  and 
Armenia.  With  regard  to  the  Republican  revo- 
lution in  China,  Russia's  intrigues  in  Mongolia 
have  been  extremely  patent ;  but  it  is  a  little 
early  as  yet  to  say  with  what  measure  of  success 
they  have  met.  An  important  point  to  be  noticed 
is  that,  whereas  she  has  sought  to  justify  her 
attitude  in  China  on  the  ground  of  her  predomi- 
nant commercial  interests,  and  is  taking  up  a 
standpoint  of  her  own  on  the  question  of  the 
Chinese  loan  with  the  support  of  a  similar  claim, 
it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  her  commercial 
interests  in  China  are  of  any  magnitude.  Our 
contributor  quotes  figures  from  a  report  on  the 
subject  prepared  by  order  of  the  Russian 
Minister  of  Commerce  which  clearly  do  not 
make  out  a  case  either  for  interference  or  for 
special  treatment. 


The  Ministerial  Press. 

M.  Purishkevitch,  the  leader  of  one  of  those 
sections  of  the  Right  in  the  Duma  between  whom 
so  little  love  is  lost,  usually  tinges  his  public 
utterances  with  an  engaging  effrontery.  He 
eclipsed  even  himself,  however,  when  he  sug- 
gested, in  the  course  of  the  discussion  on  the 
Home  Office  Estimates,  that  the  Nationalist  Press 
should  be  subsidised  by  the  Government  in  order 
to  counteract  the  influence  of  the  Opposition 
journals,  and  that  all  the  papers  should  be  com- 
pelled to  print  matter  emanating  from  official 
sources  on  their  front  pages,  and  in  big  type. 
The  character  of  the  Ministerial  Press  received 
later  on  in  the  debate  adequate  attention  at  the 
hands  of  the  "  Cadet  "  leader,  who  described  it  as 
consisting  of  organs  "  in  which  Tolstoy  is  attacked 
and  Rasputin  is  defended."  These  precious 
journals  have  many  heavy  sins  to  their  credit, 
not  the  least  of  them  being  the  active  dis- 
semination of  the  unholy  "  blood  accusation  " 
against  the  Jews  and  the  stirring  up  of  innumer- 
able pogroms.  It  is  therefore  only  right  and 
proper  that  M.  Purishkevitch's  suggestion  should 
receive  the  careful  attention  of  the  authorities, 
whose  policy  the  Nationalist  papers  faithfully 
endorse  when  they  do  not  actually  shape  it. 


RUSSIAN   CENSOR   IN  CHINA. 


A  correspondent  writes  : — 

The  foreign  resident  in  China  has  recently  wit- 
nessed the  sort  of  thing  to  which  the  Russian  censor 
subjects  foreigners  resident  in  Russia.  In  the  news- 
papers published  by  and  for  foreigners  in  the  Treaty 
ports  of  China  it  has  been  usual  to  print  general  news 
from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  hitherto  their  con- 
ductors have  had  to  consider  only  the  attitude  of 
their  own  Consul  in  reference  to  anything  that  might 
be  published.  Recently,  however,  Russian  official- 
dom seems  to  have  suppressed  what  should  have 
been  presented  in  newspapers  which  are  not,  and 
never  have  been,  owned,  edited,  or  controlled  by 
any  of  the  Tsar's  subjects. 

The  matter  blocked  out  so  ruthlessly  doubtless 
referred  to  Russia,  but  as  the  articles  have  not  yet 
appeared  elsewhere,  it  is  only  possible  to  conjecture 
what  topics  the  writers  wished  to  make  known. 
From  the  position  of  the  text  annulled  and  the  con- 
tents of  preceding  and  succeeding  issues  of  the  same 
newspaper  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  subject  of 
the  articles  to  which  exception  was  taken  had  refer- 
ence to  the  activities  of  Baron  Grote,  who  of  late  has 
once  more  been  very  busy  in  the  Far  East.  Baron 
Grote  is  a  Russian  political  agent  with  some  know- 
ledge of  Mongolia.  His  work  through  the  past 
decade  has  been  to  russify  the  inhabitants  of  terri- 
tories contiguous  to  Eastern  Siberia.  It  was  not 
known  that  his  sway  extended  to  the  free  newspaper 
Press  of  other  nationals  in  a  Chinese  Treaty  port. 
Such  a  Press,  published  there  for  English,  French, 
1  and  others,  ought  not  to  be  censored,  even  indirectly, 
by  Russians,  or  to  favour  a  Russian  political  agent. 
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RUSSIAN  ATROCITIES. 

Mass  Meeting1  of  Protest  in  London. 


[An*  Impression.] 

Thousands  came  :  workpeople,  English  and  aliens, 
old,  young,  and  middle-aged,  thronged  the  Great 
Assembly  Hall  in  the  Mile  End  Road,  London,  last 
Friday  evening.  Truly  a  mass  meeting,  a  huge 
gathering  of  the  people.  And  they  are  not  there  to 
be  amused  or  entertained  ;  even  the  organ  behind  the 
speaker's  platform  is  silent.  They  are  there  for  a 
single  purpose — to  protest  against  "  the  atrocities  and 
cruelties  committed  by  the  Russian  Government." 

The  resolution  is  an  indictment,  three  hundred 
words  long,  but  still  insufficiently  comprehensive  to 
catalogue  every  class  of  crime  committed  from  habit 
by  the  Russian  bureauracy.  Writers  and  speakers 
are  requisitioned  to  supply  some  of  the  deficiencies. 
Their  aid  is  superfluous,  for  the  people  understand 
already.  Not  that  the  hearers  are  impatient  of 
further  enlightenment  ;  they  appreciate  instantly. 
Applause  is  spontaneous  and  general,  perhaps  because 
the  words  heard  merehy  refresh  memory. 

Much  is  left  unmentioned.  Atrocities,  frequently 
repeated,  occur  throughout  the  Empire  ;  they  are 
found  on  the  Baltic  and  extend  to  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
start  on  the  shores  of  the  Arctic  and  finish  on  those  of 
the  Persian  Gulf.  Nowhere  else  does  so  much 
misery  extend  so  widely  as  that  which  emanates 
from  the  centre  of  Russian  rule.  The  vast  archives 
of  St.  Petersburg  could  not  contain  accounts  even 
of  a  tithe  of  the  reprehensible  acts  Russian  bureau- 
crats commit  in  a  single  year.  The  wrongs  are  as 
deep  as  they  are  varied.  Prince  Kropotkin,  ever  an 
educationist,  laments  the  fact  that  the  Universities 
are  wrecked,  classrooms  empty,  and  hundreds  of 
professors  forbidden  to  give  instruction.  Another 
speaker  recalls  that  the  severities  of  the  Russian 
bureaucracy  increased  after  the  Anglo-Russian 
entente  had  been  established  ;  another  deplores  the 
fact  that  Russia  exports  the  food  of  people  who  are 
starving  ;  still  another  shows  that  every  loan  to 
Russia,  instead  of  being  used  to  help  the  people  to 
produce  more,  merely  results  in  more  being  taken 
from  them  of  such  bare  necessaries  of  life  as  they 
are  allowed  to  produce  for  their  own  subsistence. 

Gazing  over  the  crowd,  one  sees  a  multitude  of 
tense,  upturned  faces.  All  unite  in  expressing 
detestation  and  abhorrence  of  the  infamies  Russia 
practises.  There  are  no  dissentients.  These  people 
know  the  Russian  Government  to  be  guilty.  Loud 
and  long  is  the  denunciation  of  that  mischievous 
visit  of  the  British  deputation  to  Russia,  and  of  that 
Anglo-Russian  alliance  which  tends  to  make  oppres- 
sion permanent. 

The  hearers  are  the  toilers.  They  know ;  they 
feel.  Theirs  is  the  common  lot,  and  they  know  it.  So 
great  is  this  understanding  that  one  realises  that, 
though  blood  may  be  thicker  than  water,  the  workers 
here  are  nearer  akin  to  the  oppressed  Russians  than 
to  the  wealthy  statesmen  and  prelates  who,  as  repre- 
sentatives of  British  institutions,  went  to  the  dominions 
of  the  Tsar  not  to  unite  the  British  and  Russian 
peoples,  but  to  demonstrate  the  existence  of  a 
political  and  financial  understanding  between  the  two 
Governments.  And  the  Anglo-Russian  entente  is 
wrong  because  it  is  not  for  che  masses.  They  do  not 
want  it ;  they  have  a  bond  of  another  and  nobler 
sort,  which  links  them  more  closely. 

The  workers  have  now  done  their  part.  They 
have  answered  the  call  "to  raise  their  voices  against 
the  crimes  of  the  Russian  Government,  in  order  to 
bring  about  the  expression  of  an  international 
feeling  of  horror  and  disgust  that  might  compel  the 
Tsar  and  his  Government  to  unloose  the  ropes  that 
oppress  and  strangle  the  Russian  people.'' 

It  is  for  others  now  to  answer  that  same  call.  Can 
any  lover  of  his  fellow-man  refrain  ? 

__   Paraph. 

HIGH    INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Statistics  have  been  published  showing  that  during 
the  past  two  years  the  mortality  among  the  infants 
received  in  the  Zemstvo  Foundling  Home  at  Saratov 
has  been  no  less  than  40  per  cent.  Of  nine  hundred 
children  in  191 1  only  490  (states  Rcutcr's  St.  Peters- 
burg correspondent)  could  be  sent  out  to  nurse.  The 
majority  of  the  others  died.  The  medical  evidence 
concerning  the  conditions  in  the  Home  was  most 
damnatory.  Overcrowding,  dirt,  absence  of  air, 
and  insufficient  number  of  nurses  were  a  few  of  the 
indictments. 


"  EAR    OF    CORN  DAY." 

The  "  Ear  of  Corn  Hay  "  collection  at  Kieff  for  the 
relit  f  of  the  famine  has  realised  76,000  roubles.  Some 
of  the  donations  were  of  a  very  pathetic  character. 
One  box  was  found  to  contain  a  rouble  and  a  half 
(mL)  wrapped  in  a  paper  which  bore  the  inscription  : 
"  From  poor  starvelings."  In  another  box  were 
found  two  gold  crosses,  three  wedding  rings,  and  a 
golden  badge. 


HOME    OFFICE  DEBATE. 

The   Government's   Internal  Policy 
Criticised. 

On  March  26th  the  Duma  discussed  the  Home 
Office  Estimates. 

M.  Maksudoff,  the  Deputy  for  Kazan,  complained 
that  the  Government  had  lately  been  persecuting 
everything  that  was  held  dear  by  Mussulmans — their 
schools,  their  literature,  and  their  language.  The 
bogey  of  Panislamism,  he  said,  was  a  fiction  of  the 
policy-mongering  Orthodox  missionaries.  The 
Russian  Mussulmans  were  anxious  to  become  emanci- 
pated citizens  of  a  free  Russian  Empire.  A  popula- 
tion of  twenty  millions  could  not  live  eternally  under 
oppression. 

M.  Purishkevitch  demanded  State  support  for  the 
Nationalist  Press,  as  otherwise,  he  affirmed,  the 
Press  of  the  Left  parties  would  become  master  of  the 
situation.  Newspapers  should  also  be  compelled  to 
print  all  Imperial  speeches,  observations,  and  tele- 
grams on  the  front  page  and  in  big  type. 

M.  Tshkeidze,  the  Deputy  for  TiHis,  pointed  out 
that  whereas  M.  Stolypin  had  officially  declared  to 
the  third  Duma  that  thei  decree  of  June  29th,  1907, 
by  which  the  electoral  laws  were  altered,  was  the 
salvation  of  Russia,  MM.  Gutchkoff  and  Purishkevitch 
were  now  declaring  that  the  country  was  in  danger. 
They  were  right,  however,  since  the  decree  of 
1907  had  changed  law  into  lawlessness,  government 
into  caprice,  statesmanship  into  anarchy,  legislation 
into  chicanery,  justice  into  forgery,  promises  into 
shameless  deception,  and  patriotism  into  Chauvinism. 

M.  Boditcheffs  Criticism. 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  March  29th,  when  M. 
Roditcheff,  the  "  Cadet  "  leader,  criticised  the  Govern- 
ment's internal  policy  as  a  whole. 

"The  only  adherents  of  the  Government,"  he 
declared,  "  are  those  who  are  kept  by  it.  This  is 
best  proved  by  the  official  Press,  in  which  Tolstoy  is 
attacked  and  Rasputin  is  defended.  The  editors  of 
the  independent  papers  undergo  imprisonment  more 
frequently  than  criminals  who  are  maintained  by  the 
Union  of  the  Russian  People.  Here  we  have  a  cam- 
paign against  the  Press,  against  free  thought." 

"  The  Government,"  sr.id  M.  Roditcheff,  "  recently 
reproached  the  Cadets  witli  interfering  with  the 
right  of  private  property,  but  a  few  days  later  the 
Government  itself  triek.  to  convince  us  of  the 
necessity  of  restricting  the  right  of  landownership 
for  the  Poles." 


HOW   BISHOPS   ARE  MADE. 


The  debates  on  the  Holy  Synod  Estimates  (which 
are  reported  in  part  on  page  2)  were  continued 
on  March  23rd.  Count  Uvaroff  reproached  the 
Synod  with  having  tolerated  Bishop  Hermogen 
at  Saratov,  where  he  mined  the  diocese,  oppressed 
the  parish  clergy,  drove  away  the  best  elements,  and 
placed  the  interests  of  political  propaganda  above 
all  spiritual  interests.  The  Synod  only  remembered 
its  duty  to  dismiss  Hermogen  when  he — this  time 
rightly — declaimed  against  a  rake  (Gregory  Rasputin) 
who  pretended  to  be  a  holy  man.  The  latter's 
influence  was  so  absolute  that  he  got  one  of  his 
friends,  who  was  an  ignorant  gardener,  promoted  to 
the  episcopal  dignity. 

Church  Discipline  Undermined. 

Bishop  Alexis,  the  successor  of  Bishop  Hermogen 
at  Saratov,  has  issued  a  pamphlet  to  his  flock  in 
which  he  appeals  for  love  and  peace. 

"Church  discipline,"  he  says,  "is  undermined. 
Political  passions  have  broken  into  the  enclosure  of 
the  Church  under  the  flag  of  religion.  At  the  head 
of  the  masses  there  have  been  standing  mentally 
unbalanced  fanatics  who  were  dragging  them  on  the 
way  to  savagery." 

Bishop  Alexis  has  stopped  the  publication  of  the 
violent  "Black  Hunched"  paper,  Bratski  Listok 
("The  Brotherhood  Leaflet"). 


OFFICIAL    BAN    ON  PRIVATE 
TEACHING. 

The  Council  of  Professors  of  St.  Petersburg 
University  has  passed  a  resolution  declaring  the 
Order  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Education  concern- 
ing private  tutors  to  be  opposed  alike  to  the  existing 
University  statutes  and  to  the  interests  of  educational 
progress,  apart  from  t  ie  injustice  involved  in  the 
measure.  The  Ministe  ial  order  in  question  forbids 
private  tutors  to  read  parallel  courses  on  subjects 
taught  by  the  regular  piofessors.  As  this  prohibition 
extends  even  to  supplementary  subjects  of  Univer- 
sity tuition,  the  order  practically  amounts  to  the 
entire  abolition  of  the  very  institution  of  private 
teaching. 


POLICE  BRUTALITIES. 

Grim   Stories   of  Torture   of  Prisoners. 

At  Saratov  a  police-constable,  named  Ivanoff,  has 
been  sentenced  to  the  loss  of  rights  and  eighteen 
months'  imprisonment,  and  two  guards,  named 
Shcherbakoff  and  Borissoff,  to  one  year's  imprison- 
ment, on  a  charge  of  torturing  prisoners. 

The  prosecution  in  this  case  was  commenced  in 
consequence  of  the  revelations  made  in  the  Rutskia 
V  (lomosti  by  the  well-known  novelist  M.  Korolenko, 
who  happened  to  be  on  a  visit  to  Serdobsk  in  the 
summer  of  1910.  The  authorities  investigated  the 
matter  with  a  view  to  prosecuting  the  author  for 
libelling  the  police,  but  found  the  charges  to  have 
been  too  well  justified. 

A  theft  had  been  committed  at  the  house  of  a 
peasant,  named  Shcsternik,  in  the  village  of  Kami- 
zolka,  in  the  Serdobsk  district  of  the  government  of 
Saratov.  As  the  thief  could  not  be  traced,  the  owner 
of  the  stolen  property  applied  to  a  "  wise  woman," 
who,  after  divining  by  means  of  scissors  and  a  roll 
of  cotton,  declared  that  the  thief  was  a  peasant 
named  Tchikaloff.  The  latter  was  accordingly 
charged  before  his  own  relative,  police-constable 
Ivanoff.  After  being  treated  to  a  good  many  drinks, 
Ivanoff,  assisted  by  two  guards,  tried  to  induce 
the  suspected  man  to  confess  to  the  theft.  As 
Tchikaloff  protested  his  innocence,  they  beat 
him  without  mercy  until  he  fainted.  When  he 
regained  consciousness  they  again  started  kicking 
him  and  belabouring  him  with  their  whips  and  with 
an  iron  rod,  threatening  him  to  beat  him  to  death 
for  his  obstinacy.  In  order  to  save  his  life  he  con- 
fessed to  the  crime  and  gave  the  names  of  several 
accomplices,  who  were  subjected  to  similar  tortures, 
while  Tchikaloff  himself  was  tortured  for  a  third 
time. 

After  this  "inquiry"  the  suspects,  who  were 
unable  to  move,  were  thrown  on  a  cart  and  carried 
to  prison.  When  the  prisoners  were  medically 
examined  four  months  later  their  injuries  were  still 
found  to  be  extremely  serious. 

For  torturing  an  intoxicated  prisoner  at  Baku,  by 
shooting  him  through  the  head  and  beating  him 
with  naked  swords,  three  policemen  have  been 
sentenced  to  sixteen  months'  imprisonment  and  one 
to  three  and  a  half  years. 


RESTRICTIONS   ON  JEWISH 
LAWYERS. 


At  the  request  of  the  Minister  of  Justice,  M. 
Scheglovitoff,  who  has  made  it  his  task  to  invent 
one  restriction  after  another  against  Jewish  lawyers, 
the  Senate  has  ruled,  by  38  votes  against  11,  that 
the  order  issued  in  1899,  which  made  the  call  of  a 
non-Christian  to  the  Bar  dependent  on  the  previous 
consent  of  the  Minister  of  Justice,  is  to  be  extended 
to  non-Christian  assistant-advocates.  The  practical 
result  of  this  ruling  will  be  the  introduction  of  a  per- 
centage limit  for  Jewish  assistant-advocates,  which 
has  already  been  applied  for  many  vears  in  the 
admission  of  Jews  as  fully-sworn  advocates. 

Discussing  the  subject  with  a  Press  representative, 
Baron  Mtyendorf,  an  Octobrist,  expressed  his  sur- 
prise that,  during  all  the  twenty  years  that  had 
elapsed  since  the  introduction  of  a  special  rule  for 
Jewish  barristers,  it  had  never  occurred  to  any  one 
that  the  restriction  was  meant  to  apply  also  to 
Jewish  assistant-advocates,  and  that  it  required  the 
ingenious  inventiveness  of  the  present  Minister  of 
Justice  to  discover  this  pearl  of  legislation  bv  Minis- 
terial order. 


THE   AMERICAN  AGITATION. 

Anti-Russian  Feeling  in  the  States. 

The  Russkia  Vedomosti,  of  Moscow,  publishes  an 
extract  from  a  private  letter  from  the  well-known 
American  writer  Mr.  George  Kennan,  author  of  a 
work  on  Siberia,  with  regard  to  the  American  agita- 
tion against  Russia.    In  it  he  says  : — 

"  The  treatment  of  Jews  in  Russia  and  the 
aggressive  policy  of  your  Government  in  Persia  have 
made  a  most  unfavourable  impression  in  the  United 
States.  Anti-Russian  feeling  is  apparently  stronger 
now  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  ten  years.  When  I 
say  '  anti-Russian,'  I  mean,  of  course,  the  feeling 
hostile  to  the  Russian  Government.  Your  reactionary 
papers  seem  to  imagine  that  the  declaration  of  our 
intention  to  dissolve  the  Treaty  of  1832,  as  a  protest 
against  the  practical  non-admission  of  our  Jewish 
citizens  into  the  Empire,  is  merely  the  work  of  the 
Jewish  portion  of  our  population.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  this  is  not  the  case.  All  sections  of  the  American 
people  have  given  their  support  to  the  agitation,  while 
the  speakers  at  mass  meetings  all  over  the  country 
have  been  not  Jews  but  Americans  bv  descent. 
There  are  hardly  any  Jews  in  Congress  ;  nevertheless 
both  Chambers  have  expressed  themselves  unani- 
mously in  favour  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Treaty." 
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PASSPORTS   AND  PASSION. 


Negotiations  of  a  preliminarj1-  character  are 
now  in  progress  between  the  Russian  Foreign 
Minister  and  the  United  States  Ambassador  in 
St.  Petersburg  for  the  arrangement  of  a  fresh 
Treaty  of  Commerce  between  the  two  countries. 
It  is  understood  that  in  the  course  of  his  Duma 
address  on  foreign  affairs,  which  is  expected  very 
shortly,  M.  Sazonoff  will  refer  to  this  topic,  as 
well  as  to  the  passport  dispute  which  induced 
the  American  people  to  terminate  the  Treaty  of 
1832.  These  facts  alone  serve  to  keep  the  pass- 
port question  well  to  the  fore ;  and  the  discussion 
of  the  subject  is  rendered  still  further  inevitable 
by  the  Russian  Nationalists'  demands  for  the 
adoption  of  retaliatory  measures  against  the 
United  States.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  policy  advocater)  by  the  extremists  includes 
the  imposition  of  a  prohibitive  tariff  on  American 
imports.  One  of  the  most  vital  of  these  imports 
for  Russian  industries  is  cotton,  and  in  view  of 
the  possible  success  of  the  Nationalist  agitation 
the  Russian  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  been 
considering  a  scheme  for  the  cultivation  of  cotton 
in  Central  Asia.  A  very  interesting  telegram 
from  the  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  of  the 
Temps  points  out  that  at  present  Russia  finds  it 
necessary  to  import  9|  million  poods  of  cotton 
from  the  States.  It  is  estimated  that  in  order 
to  produce  this  quantity  for  herself  Russia  will 
have  to  irrigate  a  tract  of  2,400,000  dessiatines 
in  Turkestan,  and  that  the  cost  of  these  opera- 
tions will  be  no  less  than  48  millions  sterling. 
Even  if  it  were  found  possible  to  allo- 
cate this  sum  for  the  purpose  (and  nothing 
is,  in  our  opinion,  more  certain  than  that 
in  the  present  condition  of  Russian  finances 
the  thing  is  absolutely  impossible),  the  scheme 
would  still  not  be  feasible,  for  the  reason  that 
Russia  cannot  command  the  technical  labour 
necessary  for  its  realisation  ;  this  the  optimistic 
Minister  of  Agriculture  himself  admits  to  be  a 
"difficulty."  It  is  therefore  abundantly  clear  that 
the  suggestion  of  a  prohibitive  tariff  is  one  that 
cannot  possibly  be  adopted,  and  is  as  wildly 
extravagant  as  the  other  Nationalist  proposal, 
that  in  future  all  American  citizens  shall  be 
excluded  from  Russia. 

In  discussing  the  matter  we  have  no  desire  to 
emulate  the  savage  l'ecklessness  of  the  Russian 
extremists.  We  think  that  the  subject  is  one 
which  eminently  lends  itself  to  sane  and  unim- 
passioned  negotiation,  and  for  our  part  we  have 
no  desire  to  approach  it  in  any  spirit  but  one  of 
pure  reasonableness.  Russian  statesmanship 
has  itself  admitted  the  inconvenience,  from 
Russia's  own  point  of  view,  of  the  present  situa- 
tion as  regards  foreign  Jews  who  desire  to  visit 
the  country.  Our  readers  will  remember  that 
seven  years  ago  a  Commission  was  appointed  by 
the  Government  to  consider  the  passport  ques- 
tion, and,  although  it  was  composed  mainly  of 
reactionaries,  declared  the  existing  conditions  to 
be  "  most  unsatisfactory,"  and  recommended  that 
the  passports  of  foreign  Jews  should  not  be  treated 
differently  from  those  of  foreigners  generally. 
The  proposed  reforms  found  general  acceptance 
among  Ministers,  and  even  the  most  dangerous 
anti-Semite  in  Russia,  M.  Pobiedonostzeff,  gave 
them  his  approval.    But  the  matter  was  shelved, 
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Commission  became  known  to  the  public.  The 
inconvenience  felt  in  Russia  in  1905  is  felt  in  an 
equal  degree  to-day;  that  fact  has  been  admitted 
by  several  Russians  who  are  in  touch  with  com- 
merce, including  the  Juda^ophobe  Consul- General 
in  London,  Baron  Heyking.  And  yet,  as  soon  as 
the  passport  question  is  raised  abroad,  the  Rus- 
sian bureaucracy  bristles  with  indignation.  We 
are  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  reason  of  this 
attitude.  Even  if  Russia  claims  the  right  to 
subject  foreign  Jews  entering  her  territory  to 
the  same  restrictions  as  she  imposes  on  her  own 
Jewish  subjects,  on  what  conceivable  ground 
does  she  exclude  them  from  entry  ?  Is  it  mere 
childish  obstinacy,  or  uncontrollable  anti- 
Semitism  ?  Or  is  her  Government,  perhaps, 
afraid  of  the  international  complications  that 
might  arise  from  its  oppressive  interference  with 
the  Jewish  subjects  of  foreign  Powers  ? 

These  are  questions  which  we  will  leave  the 
Russian  authorities  to  answer  for  themselves. 
Meanwhile  we  would  urge  the  Governments  of 
other  countries  to  give  an  energetic  support  to 
American  diplomacy  in  this  matter  by  following 
the  spirited  example  set  by  the  States.  It  must 
not  be  taken  for  granted  that,  in  accordance 
with  the  old  theory  of  "  most-favoured- 
nation "  treatment,  the  :mccess  of  one  country 
in  its  passport  negot  Htions  will  ipso  facto 
solve  the  problems  for  the  Powers  at  large. 
In  recent  years  the  "  most-favoured-nation " 
principle  has  acquired  a  somewhat  modi- 
fied definition,  of  which  the  United  States  is  her- 
self the  leading  exponent.  It  is  laid  down  that 
"  most-favoured-nation  "  treatment  depends  on 
equality  of  concessions  in  exchange,  and  it  may 
be  that  in  the  new  Treaty  America  will  balance 
Russia's  accommodation  in  the  matter  of  pass- 
ports by  some  special  concession  on  her  own 
account.  We  trust,  therefore,  that  our  own 
Government  will  not  delay  in  making  vigorous 
representations  to  St.  Peterbnrg  with  reference 
to  the  exclusion  of  British  Jews  from  Russia. 
Action  of  this  nature  is  more  than  ever  demanded 
to-day,  in  view  of  the  Anglo-Russian  entente,  and 
of  the  strenuous  efforts  that  are  being  made  in 
both  countries  to  strengthen  the  commercial 
bonds  that  unite  them.  We  have  no  doubt  at  all 
that  such  representations  would  be  successful ; 
Russia  would  surely  shrink  from  the  embarrass- 
ment which  her  refusal  of  so  well-founded  a 
demand  would  bring  upon  her  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  this  country.  And  the  same  con- 
siderations, of  course,  apply  to  France.  If  the 
Russian  Government  will  only  take  up  a  firm 
stand  against  the  violeno  prejudices  of  the  irre- 
concilables,  the  whole  matter  can  be  speedily 
and  amicably  settled,  to  the  great  advantage  of 
everybody  concerned. 


The  "  Ear  of  Corn  Day "  held  in  Moscow,  at 
which  a  public  collection  took  place  in  aid  of  the 
famine  sufferers,  realised  230,000  roubles,  in  spite  of 
its  boycott  by  the  Government  officials. 

Whereas  in  England,  Fiance,  and  Germany  there 
is  one  medical  man  to  from  1,400  to  2,150  inhabi- 
tants, Russia  has  only  one  medical  man  for  every 
6,500  inhabitants.  In  consequence  many  official 
medical  posts  remain  vacant. 

The  editor  of  the  Odesskia  Novosti  has  been 
sentenced  to  three  weeks'  imprisonment  for  com- 
menting on  the  tortures  practised  at  the  Pskov 
prison,   as  revealed    by   the   famous  novelist  tu 
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THE    UNION    OF  THE 
NOBILITY. 


Rise    and    Fall    of    the    Stronghold  of 
Reaction. 

Recently  the  Union  of  the  Nobility  held  its  annual 
Conference  in  St.  Petersburg.  This  organisation, 
embracing  the  nobility  of  thirty-seven  provinces  of 
Russia  proper,  was  created  in  the  days  of  the  trium- 
phant reaction,  the  summer  of  1906,  when  the  first 
Duma  was  dispersed.  At  that  time  the  Union  was 
all-powerful.  The  Union  of  the  Russian  People  (the 
"Black  Hundred")  and  other  reactionary  organisa- 
tions, as  well  as  the  Conservative  Press,  were  at  its 
service.  Stolypin's  Ministry  and  the  high  clergy 
supported  it.  The  first  Conference,  at  which  the 
most  distinguished  speakers  were  M.  Gurko,  then 
Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior,  and  Count  Bobrin- 
sky,  proclaimed  its  faithfulness  to  the  Autocracy  and 
its  desire  to  destroy  the  Constitution.  With  this 
view  it  formulated  a  scheme  of  agrarian  reforms, 
recommended  changes  in  the  Administration,  and 
called  upon  the  Nobility  to  expel  from  their  midst  all 
noblemen  distinguished  by  Liberal  opinions  and 
activity. 

"Heroes"  of  the  Union. 

The  Government  followed  the  lead  given  by  the 
Union.  But  the  land  reforms  introduced  by  Stolypin, 
for  which  a  credit  of  200  million  roubles  was  assigned, 
and  whose  object  was  to  break  up  the  old  communal 
land  system,  after  five  years  of  endeavour  have 
proved  disappointing,  as  less  than  10  per  cent,  of 
the  peasant^'  have  shown  a  desire  to  change  the 
communal  system  of  land  tenure.  The  Govern 
mental  appointments  of  members  of  the  Union  to 
posts  as  Governors  of  provinces  and  towns,  &c,  with 
nearly  unlimited  powers  over  a  population  kept  in  a 
state  of  siege,  also  proved  failures.  Gurko  himself 
was  convicted  by  the  Senate  of  embezzlement  of  the 
funds  for  the  starving  peasants.  The  Governor- 
General  of  St.  Petersburg,  von  Launitz,  was  proved 
after  his  death  to  have  been  the  organiser  of  the 
"Black  Hundred''  crimes  and  a  helper  of  Dr. 
Dubrovin  and  the  assassins  of  Dr.  Herzenstein.  The 
quick-firing  gun  presented  by  him  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  said  to  have  been  captured  from  the 
revolutionists,  was  found  to  have  been  stolen  by  his 
order  from  the  barracks.  The  Governor-General  of 
Moscow,  Reinhart,  and  his  staff  were  tried  and  con- 
demned by  the  Senate  as  embezzlers  and  for  having 
been  in  league  with  professional  criminals,  whose 
profits  they  shared. 

The  third  hero  of  the  Union  was  the  ill-famed 
Governor-General  of  Odessa,  Tolmatcheff,  whose 
savage  anti-Semitism  was  extraordinary  even  in 
Russia,  whose  stupid  administration  ruined  the 
municipal  and  commercial  life  of  Odessa,  and  who 
quartered  a  hundred  armed  police  in  the  Odessa 
University,  compelling  the  latter  to  pay  the  expense. 
This  distinguished  brute  brought  with  him  from  the 
Caucasus  two  of  his  own  staff,  whom  he  appointed  to 
posts  of  trust  in  the  Odessa  administration.  One, 
Yermoloff,  is  now  undergoing  hard  labour  with  a 
gang  of  expropriators  ;  whilst  the  other,  Mikieff,  two 
years  ago  was  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  appro- 
priation and  embezzlement. 

The   Spiritual  Element. 

No  better  were  the  spiritual  guides  of  the  Union 
of  Nobility.  The  priest  Yostorgoff,  on  whom  the 
Tsar  bestowed  a  mitre  as  a  sign  of  his  appreciation, 
and  who  holds  at  his  disposal  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  roubles  for  missionary  and  patriotic  work,  is  now 
lying  under  the  accusation,  published  by  the  well- 
known  St.  Petersburg  paper  the  Retch,  of  having 
seduced  young  girls  who  were  his  pupils.  So  far 
he  has  not  contradicted  this  charge  nor  has  he  pro- 
secuted the  paper.  This  terrible  indictment  is 
known  to  be  true  of  his  friend,  the  patriotic  priest 
Strukoff,  of  Astrakhan,  who,  two  years  after  being 
accused,  was  condemned  to  hard  labour  for  having 
assaulted  his  pupils. 

As  to  the  rabid  anti-Jewish  Bishop  Hermogen,  of 
Saratov,  and  the  notorious  monk  Iliodore,  since  the 
"revision  "of  the  administration  of  the  diocese  the 
most  damaging  facts  have  been  brought  to  light. 
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waging  war  against  science,  progress,  and  all  develop- 
ment of  civil  life.  The  works  of  the  great  Tolstoy, 
himself  excommunicated  and  anathematised,  have 
been  banned,  and  his  publishers  and  followers  im- 
prisoned ;  hundreds  of  professors  and  scientists  have 
been  persecuted  and  dismissed  ;  authors,  editors,  and 
contributors  to  the  Press  have  been  lined,  imprisoned, 
and  exiled  ;  oppression  of  non- Russian  nationalities, 
but  above  all  of  the  Jews,  has  become  the  watchword 
of  the  Government. 

The  records  of  this  six  years'  reign  of  the  unholy 
league  of  the  reactionary,  corrupt  Nobility  with  the 
ignorant,  rapacious  clergy  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
better  elements  of  the  Russian  people.  Further  than 
this,  already  two  years  ago  there  appeared  indica- 
tions of  demoralisation  and  dissatisfaction  among 
the  reactionaries  themselves,  in  Government  circles 
and  the  political  salons  of  St.  Petersburg.  M.  Stolypin 
and  his  colleagues  began  to  look  out  for  another 
combination,  and  the  creation  of  a  Nationalist  party, 
with  the  capitalist  classes  as  the  new  element,  was 
begun. 

But  Bogroff's  revolver  upset  all  plans.  Dissension 
and  suspicion  became  rampant  among  the  supporters 
of  Autocracy.  One  fraction  of  the  Union  of  Russian 
People  attacked  the  other,  and  their  annual  Con- 
ference at  St.  Petersburg  ended  in  a  free  fight. 
The  same  schism  and  revolt  are  spreading  among 
the  clergy  and  the  nobility  in  the  provinces. 

Collapse. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when  the  Conference 
of  the  Union  of  the  Nobility  took  place.  Its  sittings 
reflected  the  indifference  and  confusion  of  the 
followers  of  that  body.  The  proceedings  showed  an 
absolute  lack  of  self-confidence  and  of  a  clear  pro- 
gramme. The  President  of  the  Union,  M.  Samarin, 
did  not  appear  at  the  Conference,  but  sent  his  written 
resignation,  refusing  re-election.  The  collapse  of  the 
Union  was  so  evident  that  even  Count  Bobrinsky, 
one  of  the  initiators  and  defenders  of  the  organisation, 
did  not  appear  at  the  closing  sessions. 

The  Union  itself  is  forced  to  recognise  what  out- 
siders have  seen  long  ago— that  the  reactionary 
Nobility,  in  their  attempts  to  save  the  Autocracy,  have 
by  their  incapacity  and  ignorance  brought  contempt 
on  the  Russian  Government  and  despair  and  ruin  to 
the  people  of  the  Empire. 

W.  TCHERKESOFF. 


THE    RASPUTIN  SCANDAL. 


Count  Wittc,  the  "Holy  Man,"  and  the 
Court. 


Our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  writes  : — 
The  adventurous  figure  of  the  notorious  mounte- 
bank Rasputin,  who  was  mentioned  in  connection 
with  the  disgrace  of  Bishop  Hermogen,  and  whose 
doings  were  discussed  in  the  Duma  during  the  debate 
on  the  Holy  Synod  estimates,  is  again  attracting 
general  attention.  This  simple  peasant  with  extra- 
vagant erotic  peculiarities,  who  salutes  the  fine  ladies 
of  the  aristocracy  with  a  kiss  ;  who  has  managed  to 
gain  a  decisive  influence  m  the  upper  Church  circles, 
where  he  obtained  the  appointment  of  an  ignorant 
peasant  to  the  rank  of  Bishop  ;  who  has  even  become 
the  confidant  of  a  certain  section  of  the  Court — this 
wonderful  peasant  has  again  been  seen  in  St.  Peters- 
burg. He  has  been  followed  everywhere  by  reporters 
eager  for  sensation,  who,  however,  have  not  suc- 
ceeded so  far  in  ascertaining  anything  more  than  the 
fact  that,  in  spite  of  the  revelations  of  his  immo- 
ralities, he  is  still  enjoying  the  favour  of  the  Court, 
and  has  decided  to  follow  the  Imperial  familv  to  the 
Crimea. 

The  Octobrist  leader,  M.  Gutchkoff,  has  attempted 
in  the  Duma  to  turn  the  Rasputin  affair  into  a 
dangerous  weapon  against  Count  Witte  by  charging 
the  author  of  the  Russian  Constitution  with  support- 
ing Rasputin  for  personal  reasons.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  Count  Witte  had  recourse  to  the  good 
offi  ccs  of  Rasputin  in  order  to  obtain  an  audience  of 
the  Tsar,  which  sufficiently  shows  the  part  played  by 
Rasputin  at  Court.  It  would  be  a  mistake,  however, 
to  attribute  Rasputin's  unique  success  to  the  support 
of  Witte  ;  the  key  to  the  riddle  must  be  looked  for 
cKcwhere.  The  astute  former  courtier  has  no  doubt 
merely  tried  to  utilise  for  his  purposes  Rasputin's 
great  influence  in  Court  circles.  It  is  credibly 
asserted  that  M.  Gutchkoff  arranged  his  attack  on 
Witte  in  concert  the  Premier,  M.  Kokovtsoff.  This 
attack  has  not,  however,  had  its  desired  effect  either 
at  Court  or  in  the  lower  ranks  of  Society. 


A  number  of  high  Commissariat  officials  who  were 
accused  of  bribery  and  extortion  with  regard  to 
Government  contracts  have  been  sentenced  to  terms 
of  imprisonment  and  to  tines,  while  two  of  them  have 
alio  been  ordered  to  restore  47,000  roubles  to  the 
Commissariat  Department. 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 


Steady   Progress  of  the  "  Russification  " 
Policy. 


WILL   POLAND    BE  SOLD? 


[From  our  Polish  Correspondent.] 

Every  fresh  day's  experience  shows  the  character 
of  the  Russian  Governmint's  latest  reforms  in 
Poland.  Recently,  having  taken  over  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Warsaw-Vienna  Railway,  it  gave  its 
solemn  assurance  that  the  transference  was  merely  a 
financial  operation,  entailing  no  other  consequences. 
Since  Russian  promises  count  for  nothing,  however, 
the  Government  has  already  begun  to  dismiss  Polish 
officials  wholesale,  replacing  them  with  "  Real 
Russian"  gentry.  On  the  Rogow-Rudnik  line,  I  am 
informed,  290  employees  have  been  dismissed  ;  many 
of  them,  who  had  many  years'  service  behind  them, 
had  passed  the  necessary  examinations,  and  were 
waiting  for  promotion.  On  the  Vistula  Railway 
Polish  conductors  are  being  deprived  of  their  situa- 
tions in  order  to  make  room  for  pensioned-off  Russian 
sergeants.  The  willing  toob  of  the  Okhrana  are,  of 
course,  the  most  favoured  candidates.  The  Govern- 
ment has  already  begun  to  reap  the  harvest  of  its  evil 
seed.  On  March  26th  a  catastrophe  occured  at 
Rudnik  Station,  in  which  ten  persons  were  injured 
and  thirty-four  waggons  smashed  to  pieces.  The 
accident  is  put  down  to  the  fact  that  the  experienced 
Polish  staff  have  been  removed  from  this  station  and 
replaced  by  Russian  officials  who  are  unaccustomed 
to  a  regular  train  service,  and  are  ignorant  of  the 
language  of  the  country. 

Polish  in  Schools. 

The  process  of  "  unification,"  or  rather  russifica- 
tion, is  going  on  in  every  sphere  of  life  slowly  and 
quietly,  but  nevertheless  systematically  and  without 
a  break.  The  school  authorities  are  indulging  in  a 
veritable  passion  for  extirpating  Polish  in  private 
schools.  An  order  has  been  issued  to  the  effect  that 
the  headlines  of  school  catalogues  and  the  curricula 
are  to  be  printed  in  Russian  ;  a  Polish  translation  is 
allowed  to  be  added  only  in  the  rare  cases  where 
subjects  on  which  lectures  are  to  be  delivered  in 
Polish  are  mentioned.  In  the  same  quarter  school- 
books  are  being  submitted  to  a  much  stricter  revision, 
only  those  sanctioned  by  the  Russian  authorities 
being  passed.  Official  displeasure  has  been  expressed 
at  the  fact  that  in  some  schools  books  published  in 
Cracow  have  been  discovered. 

From  the  revenue  office  at  Piotrkow  a  Ministerial 
circular  has  been  sent  to  the  town  exchequer  of  Lodz 
ordering  its  officials  to  use  the  Russian  tongue  exclu- 
sively in  negotiations  with  private  parties.  A  single 
exception  is  allowed  in  favour  of  peasants  who  are 
entirely  ignorant  of  Russian. 

Thus  the  native  language  is  being  deprived  of  its 
last  rights  in  a  country  where  nearly  90  per  cent,  of 
the  population  is  Polish.  It  must  be  added  that  all 
these  decrees  are  executed  not  by  means  of  legislative 
authority,  but  th rough  administrative  orders,  which 
are  often  in  direct  contravention  of  the  law  and  of 
judicial  verdicts.  I  may  quote  in  this  connection 
from  a  statement  made  by  M.  Grabski,  a  member  of 
the  Duma  : — 

"  The  closing  of  the  so-called  secret  schools  in  the 
Holm  districts  by  means  of  administrative  orders  is 
proceeding  at  an  exceedingly  rapid  rate.  Almost 
every  day  the  newspapers  record  sentences  of  fines, 
amounting  to  hundreds  of  roubles,  while  the  legal 
penalty  for  secret  teaching  does  not  exceed  a  few 
roubles." 

M  Orgies  of  Russification." 

The  special  hindrances  placed  in  the  way  of  Polish 
education  throughout  the  Holm  districts  are  effected 
on  the  strength  of  a  circular  issued  by  the  Governor 
of  Wilna.  The  Committee  of  Interpellations  in  the 
Duma  unanimously  declared  this  circular  to  be  con- 
trary to  law  ;  nevertheless  the  authorities  adhere  to 
it.  The  Duma  has  rejected  school  restrictions  for 
Holm,  the  Committee  has  condemned  the  prosecu- 
tions for  secret  teaching,  but  the  authorities  continue 
their  abominable  practices,  acting  at  their  own  sweet 
will.  Veritable  orgies  of  russification  are  arranged 
in  Lithuania,  Little  Russia,  and  other  provinces  with 
a  large  percentage  of  Polish  inhabitants,  who  desire 
to  make  their  children  acquainted  with  their  native 
language  and  literature.  In  Kieff  a  University  pro- 
fessor is  not  allowed  to  deliver  a  lecture  on  a  great 
Polish  poet,  Sigismund  Krasinski,  whose  centenary 
the  whole  nation  has  been  celebrating  as  a  great 
national  festival.  In  Odessa  Polish  lectures  are  also 
prohibited.  The  law  regarding  the  right  of  meeting 
does  not  forbid  Polish  lectures  ;  it  only  requires  the 
presence  of  a  police  representative.  But  Russian 
laws  are  so  framed  as  to  allow  of  any  interpretation  ; 
and  therefore  the  police  declare  that,  having  no 


official  who  understands  Polish,  they  must  supprc-.- 
the  lectures  altogether. 

The  fact  is  that  the  Government  makes  every 
effort  to  prevent  Poles  from  uniting  for  the  pnrpo  I 
of  culture  or  of  humanitarian  work,  and  even  bans 
religious  organisations.  The  Governor  of  Volhvmt 
has  refused  permission  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Polish  Social  Club,  on  the  ground  that  a  new  Club 
would  be  superfluous  because  there  are  already  two 
Russian  Clubs  in  existence. 

Religious  Oppression. 

Worse  than  any  other  grievance,  however,  is  the 
brutal  interference  with  the  religious  feelings  of  the 
population,  who  claim  the  elementary  right  of  teach- 
ing religion  in  their  native  tongue.  The  Constitution 
granted  this  right,  which  is  embodied  in  what  is 
known  as  the  "  toleration  "  law,  and  this  has  generallv 
been  regarded  as  denoting  a  considerable  progress. 
At  present  this  law  is  being  constantly  violated  bv 
the  administrative  authorities  on  the  one  hand  and 
by  the  rulings  of  the  Senate  on  the  other.  "  Lecture- 
on  religion  must  be  given  in  the  native  language,' 
says  the  law.  The  Minister  of  War,  however,  felt 
inclined  to  object  to  this  in  the  schools  placed  under 
his  control,  and  the  Senate  accepted  his  view.  The 
order  of  a  school-inspector  in  Wilna  requiring 
Roman  Catholic  children  to  be  taught  their  religion 
in  the  Russian  tongue  has  provoked  the  Polish 
Deputies  to  introduce  an  interpellation  in  the  Duma. 
But  it  is  certain  that,  whatever  the  attitude  of  the 
Duma,  the  authorities  will  not  abate  one  scrap  of 
their  favourite  activity. 

And  what  are  the  advantages  the  population 
derives  from  Russian  rule  ?  A  member  of  the  Duma, 
M.  Zukowski,  who  does  not  even  belong  to  the 
regular  Opposition,  but  who  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  financial  and  economic  position,  states  that, 
while  in  1905  the  excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  amounted  to  fifteen  million 
roubles  (without  counting  bribes),  to-day  the  surplus 
amounts  to  forty  millions.  Thus  much  does  Russia 
draw  from  Poland  in  hard  cash,  besides  a  large 
military  contingent  and  the  entertainment  of  a 
gigantic  army  of  officials. 

An  Amazing  Proposal. 

Nevertheless,  Russia  does  not  feel  quite  secure  in 
Poland,  and  from  time  to  time  contemplates  its 
eventual  loss.  During  the  revolutionary  movement 
in  1906  the  Russian  Nationalists  frequently  ventilated 
the  question  whether  it  would  not  be  most  advan- 
tageous for  Russia  to — sell  Poland  to  Germany  ! 
Now  the  same  discussion  has  again  been  raised  in 
political  circles.  Recently  a  member  of  the  Duma, 
M.  Ladomirsky,  lectured  before  the  St.  Petersburg 
Russian  Club  on  the  subject  of  the  struggle  for 
Russian  ideals  in  Little  Russia.  In  the  course  of  a 
heated  debate,  in  which  several  prominent  politicians 
took  part,  one  of  those  present,  M.  Pandurow, 
declared  without  hesitation  :  "  It  is  unnecessary  to 
make  such  a  fuss-  about  the  Poles.  Poland  must  be 
sold,  and  let  that  be  sufficient  !  " 

Poland  must  be  sold  to  Germany  !  That  is  the 
latest  idea  of  the  Russian  Nationalists.  One  can  only 
wonder  how  this  outburst  of  noble  sentiment  will  be 
received  by  their  English  friendi. 


HOME   OFFICE  DEBATE. 

Professor  Miliukoff  on  the  Degradation  of 
the  Duma. 

The  discussion  of  the  Home  Office  Estimates  in  the 
Duma,  from  which  the  members  of  the  Government 
absented  themselves,  was  rendered  notable  by  a 
vigorous  speech  from  Professor  Miliukoff,  the  well- 
known  Constitutional  Democrat  and  editor  of  the 
Retch.  After  rating  the  Octobrists  for  having  enabled 
the  Government  to  destroy  the  power  of  the  Duma, 
and  after  dealing  in  detail  with  the  Kieff  Okhrana 
scandals,  Professor  Miliukoff  said  that  by  its  servility 
and  its  willingness  to  leave  alone  the  internal  political 
condition  of  the  Empire  in  order  not  to  embarrass 
the  Government,  the  Duma  had  proved  powerless  to 
realise  its  programme  even  in  its  comparatively 
innocuous  sections,  such  as  the  demand  for  liberty  of 
conscience.  Such  a  servile  Duma  could  not  hope  to 
be  respected  even  by  the  Government,  which  only 
condescended  to  give  it  a  share  in  its  own  work.  The 
Ministry  had  used  it  for  the  purpose  of  turning  the 
peasants'  land-hunger  into  civil  strife.  The  Duma 
was  equal  to  the  task  of  depriving  working-men  of 
what  had  been  given  them  by  autocratic  legislation, 
taking  away  the  Sunday  rest  from  the  employees  to 
whom  it  had  been  granted  in  a  moment  of  panic. 

The  Church  had  been  transformed  into  a  huge 
police  organisation,  while  the  Minister  of  Education 
had  made  it  his  task  to  turn  the  schools  into  an 
instrument  of  despotism. 

The  only  way  out  of  the  trouble  was  to  elect  to  the 
next  Duma  independent  men  instead  of  men  who 
had  degraded  popular  representation,  and  who,  in 
their  eagerness  to  save  the  life  of  the  Duma,  had 
sacrificed  the  very  spirit  of  that  life. » 
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NOTES. 


The  Irresponsible  Cabinet. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  feature  of  the 
debates  in  the  Duma  on  the  Home  Office  Esti- 
mates was  the  fact  that  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  M.  Makaroff,  did  not  take  part  in  them, 
and  during  the  final  stages  of  the  discussion  did 
not  even  put  in  an  appearance  in  the  House.  In 
many  quarters  this  abstention  is  regarded  as  a 
symptom  of  the  differences  which  are  known  to 
exist  within  the  Cabinet,  and  which  are  lending 
considerable  colour  to  the  rumour  that  Count 
Witte  is  about  to  return  to  power.  Whatever 
the  reason  of  M.  Makaroff's  attitude,  however, 
there  can  be  no  excuse  for  the  boycotting  of  the 
debate  by  the  Government  as  a  whole.  M. 
Kokovtsoff,  though  responsible  as  Premier  for 
the  policy  pursued  by  his  colleagues,  prefers  to 
entrench  himself  behind  his  portfolio  of  Minister 
of  Finance,  and  consistently  displays  a  lofty 
unconcern  for  the  troubles  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior.  Thus  it  came  to  pass  that  the  gravest 
criticisms  of  Russia's  domestic  administration 
were  uttered  in  the  Duma  by  men  of  such  high 
standing  as  M.  Roditcheff  and  Professor  Miliukoff , 
the  distinguished  leaders  of  the  Constitutional 
Democrats,  without  receiving  a  word  of  reply 
from  any  member  of  the  Ministry.  Every  day 
it  is  becoming  more  and  more  patent  that  the 
Government  does  not  consider  itself  even  morally 
responsible  either  to  Parliament  or  to  the  people. 

Count  Witte. 

It  has  been  declared  that  Count  Witte's  long- 
audience  at  Tsarskoe  Selo  is  without  political 
significance ;  nevertheless,  conjecture  has  been 
very  persistently  busy  in  Russia  with  the  possi- 
bilities of  his  resumption  of  the  reins  of  office, 
more  especially  in  view  of  the  disunion  prevail- 
ing in  the  Council  of  Ministers  to  which  we 
have  alluded.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  for 
some  time — in  fact,  ever  since  the  death  of  M. 
Stolypin — Russia  has  been  feeling  the  need  of 
a  strong  man  at  her  helm,  and  certainly  Count 
Witte  is  par  excellence  the  strong  man  of  the 
Empire.  Whether,  however,  in  the  event  of  his 
taking  office  he  will  exert  his  strength  in  the 
direction  of  removing  the  abuses  from  which 
his  country  suffers  is  a  question  on  which  we 
are  bound  to  have  some  misgiving.  He  has  the 
October  Constitution  to  his  credit,  it  is  true,  but 
at  present  he  can  only  keep  himself  in  power  by 
placating  the  Nationalists,  who  are  all-powerful 
at  Court.  It  is  well  known  that  he  is  of  a  some- 
what adaptable  character  in  certain  political 
matters,  and  the  Nationalists  do  not  disguise 
their  conviction  that,  if  the  rumours  concerning 
M.  Witte  prove  justified,  he  will  be  found  ready 
to  fall  in  with  their  programme. 


The  Man  and  his  Record. 

It  is  commonly  supposed  that  if  M.  Witte 
takes  office  he  will  do  so  not  as  Premier  but  as 
Minister  of  Finance,  a  position  which  would 
enable  him  to  exercise  a  firm  control  over  both 


M.  Kokovtsoff  (who  would  nominally  retain  the 
Premiership)  and  the  rest  of  the  Cabinet.  In 
this  connection  it  must  be  remembered  that, 
although  he  is  entitled  to  high  commendation  for 
his  introduction  of  the  gold  standard  into  Russia, 
it  was  M.  Witte  who  was  first  responsible  for  the 
cloud  of  mystification  in  which  Russian  finance 
has  since  been  enveloped.  For  the  rest  it  has 
to  be  said  that  in  foreign  affairs  he  has  always 
favoured  an  anti-British  policy,  and  was  among 
the  most  determined  opponents  in  Russia  of  the 
Anglo-Russian  entente.  At  heart,  we  imagine, 
M.  Witte  is  at  one  with  the  extreme  reaction- 
aries, but  when  it  suits  his  purpose  he  is  ready 
to  concede  reforms  which  personally  he  dislikes. 
He  is  not  a  man  who  is  troubled  by  ordinary 
scruples,  and  therefore  under  his  regime  anything 
might  be  expected.  Already,  it  appears,  he  has 
made  terms  with  the  most  powerful  and  sinister 
influence  at  Court  in  the  person  of  Rasputin. 
However,  at  present  his  return  to  active  politics 
rests  upon  mere  conjecture,  so  that  a  more 
detailed  forecast  of  the  possibilities  of  the  situa- 
tion is  not  yet  called  for. 


Russia  and  China. 

Quite  one  of  the  most  amusing  things  that 
have  been  written  in  connection  with  the  Chinese 
crisis  is  the  Novoe  Vremyn'*  suggestion  that  the 
Monroe  doctrine  should  be  applied  to  the 
Empire  by  the  Powers  wdiose  interests  lie  con- 
tiguous. The  notion  that  Russia  should  be  given 
a  legalised  privilege  of  plunder  in  China  is  of  a 
childlike  blandr.ess  that  would  do  credit  even  to 
the  most  artless  Chinaman  of  fiction,  and  its 
impudence  becomes  even  more  marked  when  it 
is  borne  in  mind  how  slight  in  actual  fact  are 
Russia's  commercial  interests  in  that  part  of 
Asia,  in  spite  of  all  her  large  assurances. 
Meanwhile,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  (accord- 
ing to  a  Reuter's  telegram  despatched  from 
Peking  on  Monday  )  "  the  Chinese  express  the 
hope  that  the  Powers  will  not  agree  to  Russia's 
stipulations  for  her  entering  the  international 
loan  group."  It  is  evident  that  China  is  very 
much  alive  to  the  danger  that  menaces  her  if 
Russia  acquires  a  privileged  position  in  her 
country. 

The  Destruction  of  Poland. 

Our  Polish  correspondent  writes:  — 
"  Order  is  established  in  Warsaw."  These 
historic  words  have  now  become  an  undeniable 
fact.  "  Order "  is  reigning  throughout  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland,  undisturbed  by  acts  of 
rebellion  or  protests  against  the  "  legal  autho- 
rity," which  never  ceases  to  devise  methods  of 
persecuting  thepeacef  ul  inhabitants  and  depriving 
them  of  the  last  remnants  of  their  independent 
national  life.  The  surface  of  affairs  appears  to 
be  quite  motionless,  but  at  the  bottom  a  very 
serious  evolution  is  in  progress.  The  Govern- 
ment is  employing  the  strongest  forces  at  its 
disposal  for  the  purpose  of  annexing  the  Kingdom 
of  Poland  and  stamping  out  every  trace  of  its 
political,  national,  and  legal  existence.  This 
means  a  fundamental  change  in  the  position, 
since  formerly  the  Government  always  respected 
the  legal  and  political  separateness  of  Poland — 
even  after  the  revolutions.  With  the  object  of 
destroying  this  distinctive  national  character  it  is 
flooding  the  country  with  Russian  officials  and 
representatives,  and  creating  Russian  electoral 
colleges  for  Polish  municipal  bodies  under 
the  self-government  scheme  ;  all  this  it  is  doing 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  stamping  a  narrow 
Russian  character  on  a  country  where,  except  for 
the  bureaucracy  and  the  military,  there  is  no 
Russian  population  at  all.  The  first  step  towards 
achieving  this  object  may  be  found  in  the  antici- 
pated abolition  of  the  Governor- Generalship  of 
Warsaw  and  the  reversal  of  the  Code  Napoleon, 
which  will  enable  the  Government  to  withdraw 
all  the  institutions  already  granted  and  to  place 
Poland  on  a  level  with  the  wild  steppes  of  Asia. 


A  Word  for  the  Finnish  Pilots. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  the  Finnish  pilots 
who  have  preferred  to  resign  their  posts  rather 
than  continue  to  work  under  Russian  control 
have  been  treated  with  every  species  of  harsh- 
ness by  the  Government  authorities.  To  relieve 
the  distress  from  which,  as  the  result  of  their 
spirited  action,  they  and  their  families  are 
suffering,  a  public  subscription  was  organised  in 
Helsingfors,  but  was  quickly  stopped  by  order  of 
the  Governor.  Those  who  sympathise  with  the 
Finnish  people  in  their  struggle  against  Russian 
usurpation  and  oppression  (of  which  the  "  russi- 
fication  "  of  the  Pilot  Service  is  one  of  the  most 
recent  examples)  now  have  the  opportunity  of 
giving  practical  expression  to  their  sentiments  ; 
and  if  any  of  our  readers  desire  to  assist  the 
pilots  and  help  to  make  their  protest  effective, 
we  shall  be  happy  to  put  them  in  the  way  of 
doing  so.  It  must  be  remembered  that  "  passive 
resistance  "  is  now  the  only  method  open  to  the 
Finnish  people  of  asserting  their  rights,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  any  ground  on  which 
the  action  taken  by  the  pilots  is  unjustified. 
We  wish  them  every  success  in  their  patriotic 
movement,  and  we  trust  that  the  British  people 
will  not  prove  insensible  to  their  sufferings. 


Then  and  Now. 

It  is  interesting  to  turn  up  the  files  of  the 
newspapers  for  1902.  Ten  years  ago  there 
was  a  famine  in  Russia,  with  Kazan  as  its  centre. 
The  newspapers  of  1902  refer  to  the  previous 
dire  famine  of  1891,  and  deplore  the  fact  that 
in  the  intervening  years  nothing  has  been  done 
to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  those  who  are 
stricken  down  in  periods  of  agricultural  distress. 
In  1912  nothing  moi'e  has  been  done,  except  to 
muzzle  those  who  would  make  the  famine  of 
1911-12  known  to  other  Russians  and  to  the 
world.  In  April,  1902,  the  papers  also  printed 
the  text  of  the  secret  report  by  M.  Witte  on 
Anglo-Russian  trade  relations.  This  was  made 
public  in  order  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  loan,  of 
which  Russia  was  in  just  as  great  need  then 
as  it  is  in  1912.  There  is  in  this  report  one 
statement  well  worth  quoting  at  the  present 
time.  M.  Witte,  having  given  proofs  of  the 
advisability  of  improved  trade  relations  with 
England,  declares  that  the  possibility  of  esta- 
blishing them  "  depends  almost  entirely  upon 
public  opinion,  which  is  guided  much  more  by 
political  than  by  economic  reasons,  so  that  when 
Englishmen  feel  a  sympathy  with  any  political 
country  they  are  quite  willing  to  purchase  the 
products  of  that  country  and  to  place  their  money 
in  its  funds."  Ten  years  have  elapsed  since  that 
was  published  in  the  Times,  but  what  has  Russia 
done  to  win  over  to  her  side  public  opinion  in 
England  ?  What  is  she  doing  now  to  make 
Englishmen  feel  sympathy  for  her  Government  ? 


THE   TRIAL   OF  ARMENIANS. 

Fifty-two  Prisoners  Condemned. 


After  proceedings  lasting  two  months,  the  Senate 
gave  judgment  on  the  2nd  inst.  in  the  case  of  the 
Armenians  belonging  to  the  secret  society  called 
Dashnakzutiun,  who  were  charged  with  having 
sought  to  procure  a  violent  political  revolution  by  an 
armed  rising,  the  ultimate  aim  of  the  society,  as  was 
alleged,  being  to  establish  a  Caucasian  Federated 
Republic. 

Of  the  prisoners  four,  including  a  doctor,  were 
sentenced  to  terms  of  penal  servitude  varying  from 
four  to  six  years,  twenty-six,  including  a  priest,  to 
exile,  twenty-one  to  terms  of  fortress  imprisonment 
ranging  frcm  three  months  to  two  years,  and  one  to 
imprisonment  for  three  years.  Ninety-four  were 
acquitted. 

In  this  case,  it  will  be  remembered,  extensive  for- 
geries in  the  documents  on  which  the  prosecution 
was  based  were  brought  to  light,  and  were  shown  to 
have  been  the  work  of  officials  who  conducted  the 
preliminary  inquiry.  The  trial  was  held  behind 
closed  doors 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 
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IN   A    RUSSIAN  UNIVERSITY. 

A  Life  of  Continued  Isolation  and 
Repression. 

UNIFORMS  AND  UNIFORMITY. 


[From  a  Correspondent.] 

Russia's  hopes,  if  she  has  any,  are  in  a  future  for 
her  people.  No  country  that  possesses  any  sort  of 
organisation  makes  so  little  effort  towards  the  realisa- 
tion of  her  hopes  as  does  Russia.  Her  watchwords 
arc  Repression,  Suppression,  Oppression.  Youth,  to 
which  all  who  have  failed  look  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  what  they  have  attempted,  is  singled  out  for 
the  exercise  of  exemplar}-  domination  by  the  Russian 
bureaucracy.  Youth  needs  guidance  and  instruc- 
tion ;  in  Russia  it  is  merely  so  circumscribed  that  it 
i-  prevented  from  expressing  itself.  That  is  the  end 
desired,  and  generally  attained,  by  the  bureaucracy. 

When  interference  with  the  rights  of  the  indivi- 
dual should  begin  is  a  moot  point.  Ir  Russia  no 
mistake  is  made.  The  State  has  intervened  before 
infants  have  left  the  cradle.  Does  not  the  world 
know  that  Russia  dispersed  the  inmates  of  a  crSche 
because  it  was  an  illegal  assemblage  of  infants  ? 

The  proper  care  of  the  babes  of  working  women 
whilst  their  mothers  are  toiling  in  mills  and  factories 
i>  a  matter  of  philanthropy  rather  than  of  educational 
policy.  Russia  is  the  only  country  in  which  we  may 
not  be  philanthropic  without  leave  from  the  autho- 
rities— but  that  is  another  affair.  To  revert  to 
education,  the  Government  interferes  as  soon  as  the 
child  is  taught  to  tell  ivordiznak  from  markiznak — to 
distinguish  A  from  B.  First,  it  is  of  importance  to 
get  the  young  scholar  into  a  uniform,  and  once  into 
one  never  to  get  out  of  the  habit  of  wearing  it.  All 
schoolboys  are  "  bluecoat  "  boys  in  Russia — only  the 
uniforms  are  not  always  blue.  And  the  schoolgirls 
nl!  wear  uniforms  too,  for  your  proper  bureaucrat 
loves  a  docket,  and  has  no  use  for  any  person  without 
one. 

Segregating  the  Student. 

When  a  scholar  arrives  at  the  age  at  which  it  is 
advisable  to  continue  his  studies  at  a  University  he 
goes  up  to  St.  Petersburg  or  Moscow,  Wilna  or 
Dorpat,  or  wherever  may  be  most  convenient  for 
himself  and  his  parents,  and  he  dons  another  uni- 
form. He  attends  classes  in  uniform,  goes  home  in 
uniform,  goes  out  in  uniform,  lives  in  uniform,  pos- 
sibly sleeps  in  uniform,  and  probably  goes  to  prison 
in  uniform.  Russian  Universities  have  no  colleges  ; 
scholars  live  with  their  parents  or  relatives.  If  they 
have  none  iesident  in  the  town,  they  may  board  and 
lodge  with  one  or  other  of  the  Professors  or  with  an 
approved  tutor,  or  live  in  a  neighbouring  apartment- 
house.  Whichever  is  chosen,  there  is  no  corporate 
or  associate  life  for  the  undergraduates  in  a  Uni- 
versity town.  The  State  aims  at  segregating  the 
student  as  well  as  at  stultifying  the  individual.  He 
may  not  congregate,  even  at  the  University,  or 
associate  with  his  fellows  in  the  town  or  at  any  place 
of  common  resort.  In  fact,  for  University  students 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  place  of  common  resort, 
except  with  a  distinct  limited  meaning.  At  the 
I 'niversity  itself  it  is  the  classroom.  The  members 
of  a  class  do  not  even  know  each  ether,  except  by 
name,  or  as  relations,  friends,  or  acquaintances,  apart 
from  their  connection  with  the  University.  In  class 
they  give  attention  to  the  lecturer  or  the  devitalised 
text-books  published  for  their  instruction.  When 
dismissed  they  must  leave  the  building  quietly  and 
immediately.  They  must  also  leave  separately — that 
is  to  say,  one  may  leave  with  a  companion,  or  per- 
haps two,  but  not  in  companies,  groups,  or  classes. 
They  may  not  wait  in  or  near  the  University  itself 
for  a  companion  attending  another  class.  When 
passing  from  classroom  to  classroom  they  may  not 
go  in  a  body,  or  converse,  o-  loiter  in  the  corridors 
or  within  the  precincts.  If  one  has  to  wait  in  order 
to  attend  a  lecture  in  a  different  course,  he  must  pass 
the  interval  in  a  waiting-room  or  study,  and  occupy 
himself  with  his  text-books.  He  is  always  under  the 
surveillance  of  inspectors,  in  class  and  out  of  it.  Any 
breach  of  the  regulations  may  entail  rustication, 
expulsion,  and  possibly  military  service.  In  class  the 
student  may  not  ask  of  the  Professor  any  question 
not  arising  out  of  the  work  being  studied,  nor  put 
awkward  questions. 

A   Dull  Life. 

If  the  student  is  lodged  in  an  approved  apartment- 
house,  that  house  must  not  take  students  only.  The 
maximum  number  is  notified  to  the  landlord,  and 
the  students  may  not  congregate  in  any  one  room,  or 
associate,  though  two  may  share  a  room  or  study. 
The  student  dines  in  his  own  room,  usually  alone. 
Each  lives  his  own  life,  and  a  dull  one  it  is  for  most 
men,  even  at  St.  Petersburg  or  Moscow. 

Games  provide  no  real  recreation,  because  games 
'  nil  for  association,  the   formation  of   teams,  the 


leaguing  of  "side"  against  "school,"  and  necessitate 
a  commingling  which  University  life  is  intended  to 
prevent. 

University  students  may  not  resort  to  any  place, 
such  as  a  restaurant,  for  the  purpose  of  dining 
together.  They  may  not  frequent  places  where 
intoxicants  arc  sold,  and  against  this  regulation  there 
is  nothing  to  be  said  ;  but  if  they  go  into  a  cafl  for 
a  glass  of  tea,  they  must  do  so  discreetly.  They  may 
not  assemble  there,  or  anywhere  else  ;  if  two  are  at 
one  table  and  two  others  enter,  the  newcomers  must 
not  seat  themselves  near  their  colleagues  nor  hold 
any  converse  with  them.  When  they  meet  at  a 
theatre,  on  the  boulevards,  or  in  a  train,  they  do  not 
fraternise  ;  often  they  do  not  even  formally  recognise 
each  other. 

Unfulfilled  Hopes. 

Russian  Universities  may  instruct  the  individual 
and  impart  much  book-knowledge.  They  prevent 
all  from  gaining  at  first  hand  a  proper  acquaintance 
with  human  nature,  and  of  set  purpose  prevent  any 
experiments  in  common  action,  co  operation,  and 
mutual  aid.  When  the  students  do  revolt — and  they 
often  do — their  opposition  is  spontaneous,  and  if 
general  is  always  unorganised.  The  young  student 
may  expect  to  make  many  acquaintances,  to  meet 
genial  companions,  to  find  others  who  will  help  him 
to  express  those  humanising  emotions  which  are 
exuberant  in  the  heyday  of  life.  He  thirsts  for  know- 
ledge, hungers  for  fellowship,  yearns  for  the  sym- 
pathy of  comrades.  He  is  quickly  undeceived  ;  the 
barrenness  of  life  is  exposed  to  his  view,  and  he 
recognises  the  sterilising  power  of  the  great  Govern- 
ment which  is  behind  the  University  of  his  choice 
and  the  profession  which  it  has  been  the  dream  of 
his  youth  to  adorn  with  his  work.  He  is  repressed 
until  he  becomes  listless ;  his  youth  passes  without 
enjoyment;  his  hopes  are  unfulfilled.  Without  home 
influence  to  sustain  him,  he  resigns  himself  to  the 
inevitable,  and  may  be  glad  to  accept  a  tutorship  ; 
or,  this  failing,  he  may  fall  back  upon  employment  in 
the  secret  police,  whose  agents  are  ever  ready  with 
their  offers  at  the  correct  psychological  moment. 


ELECTION  DODGES. 


How    Opposition    Candidates  are 
Disqualified. 


Acting,  it  is  said,  upon  secret  instructions  from  St. 
Petersburg,  the  Governor  of  Nijni  has  begun  to  take 
measures,  in  view  of  the  approaching  elections  for 
the  fourth  Duma,  to  clear  the  field  of  Opposition 
candidates  who  are  hkely  to  prove  a  menace  to  the 
Government  nominees.  His  plan  is  to  bring  a 
trumped-up  charge  against  the  undesirable  candi- 
dates, and  to  hold  it  over  their  heads  until  the 
election  (in  which  they  are  thereby  disqualified  from 
taking  part)  is  over  ;  then  the  charge  may  be  with- 
drawn or  the  case  dismissed. 

In  this  way  four  ex-councillors  have  already  been 
kept  out  of  the  running.  The  court  which  had  to 
decide  the  question  whether  their  prosecution  should 
be  sanctioned  was  not  expected  to  sit  for  some 
weeks  ;  but  the  Governor  took  advantage  of  the 
absence  of  certain  of  its  members  who  would  have 
opposed  his  demands  to  summon  the  court  by  tele- 
gram, and  at  its  sitting  the  prosecution  was  sanctioned 
by  3  votes  to  2. 


THE   FINNISH  PILOTS. 


It  is  considered  extremely  doubtful  whether  the 
Russian  Admiralty  will  be  able  to  make  the  necessary 
preparations  for  the  spring  navigation  after  the 
departure  of  some  six  hundred  pilots  who  were 
formerly  responsible  for  thedemarcation  of  dangerous 
spots.  All  the  rocks  used  to  be  divided  into  districts, 
which  were  studied  for  years  by  the  local  pilots, 
pmong  whom  the  work  was  usually  handed  down 
from  father  to  son,  and  who  were  always  anxious  to 
accelerate,  the  work  of  fencing  in  the  dangerous 
places.  Now,  it  is  stated,  the  very  marks  indicating 
the  spots  where  the  buoys  should  be  placed  have 
been  removed,  so  that  the  work  of  many  years  has 
thus  been  destroyed.  The  Admiralty  has  already 
had  to  order  5,000  safety-signs,  at  a  cost  of  100,000 
roubles. 


FREE   SPEECH  IN   THE  DUMA. 

The  hearing  of  the  action  for  libel  brought  by 
Deputy  Gololoboff  against  Deputy  Kuznetsoff,  which 
had  been  fixed  for  April  2nd  before  the  First  Depart- 
ment of  the  Council  of  State,  has  been  adjourned 
sine  die.  The  hearing  of  the  same  Deputy's  action 
against  the  thirty-four  signatories  to  the  interpellation 
which  charged  him  with  complicity  in  the  assassina- 
tion of  Dr.  Karavayeff  has  been  similarly  deferred. 


THE    "  LITTLE     RUSSIAN  " 
MOVEMENT. 

The  Poet-Martyr  of  the  Ukraine. 


A  fortnight  ago  the  whole  of  the  Ukraine  was 
celebrating  "  Sherchenko  Day,''  which  is  the  greatest 
yearly  festival  of  the  newly-awakened  "  Little 
Russiani"  nation.  Taras  Sherchenko  was  a  poet  of 
wonderful  power,  whose  burning  verse  has  succeeded 
in  rousing  to  a  new  life  the  half-dead  spirit  of  the 
Ukraine.  A  patriot  and  a  national  prophet,  Sher- 
chenko was  na'urally  a  thorough  ha'er  of  Russian 
oppression,  and  many  of  his  verses  were  a  deadly 
exposure  of  Russian  treachery.  The  Government 
did  not  forgiv-i  the  poet  his  attacks.  In  the  flower  of 
his  genius,  when  only  about  thirty-four  years  of  age, 
he  was  sent  to  a  lonely  little  fortress  in  the  Caspian 
desert,  where  he  was  strictly  forbidden  to  write. 
The  fortress  authorities  were  given  orders  to  see  that 
Sherchenko  did  not  compose  any  verses  or  corre- 
spond with  his  friends.  In  this  position  the  ill-fated 
I'krainian  poet  was  kept  for  ten  years,  until  his 
health  was  completely  shattered,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent that  he  was  rapidly  dying.  Then  he  was  set 
free,  and  was  allowed  to  return  to  the  inhabited 
parts  of  the  Empire,  still  being  forbidden,  however, 
to  enter  the  Ukraine.  In  a  short  time  Sherchenko 
died.  Such  was  the  treatment  accorded  to  one  who 
since  has  generally  been  recognised  as  one  of  the 
greatest  poets  of  the  Slav  world. 

The  day  of  Sherchenko's  death  has  become  the 
day  of  Young  Ukraine.  It  was  only  a  few  years  ago 
that  this  anniversary  was  commemorated  in  the 
Ukraine  by  merely  a  small  handful  of  "dreamers," 
who  used  to  assemble  secretly  to  remember  the  poet 
and  his  last  wish  "  that  the  chains  will  one  day  be 
broken."  This  year  there  was  not  a  city,  not  a  small 
town,  scarcely  even  a  village  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  Little  Russia,  in  which  large  crowds  did 
not  participate  in  an  elaborate  celebration  of  the 
great  national  festival.  The  Russian  police  looked 
on  with  amazement  at  this  marvellous  growth  of  a 
movement  once  regarded  as  dead  and  buried.  The 
only  activity  on  the  part  of  Russian  authorities  this 
year  consisted  in  careful  inquiries  about  the  names 
of  the  different  local  organisers  of  the  festival ;  it  is 
feared,  however,  that  numerous  searches  and  arrests 
are  imminent. 

Ukrainians  and  Jews. 
In  Kieff,  which  is  the  centre  of  the  Ukrainian 
movement  in  Russia,  or  the  "Capital  of  the  Mazep- 
panites,"  as  it  is  styled  by  the  Russian  "  Black 
Hundred,"  a  reckless  campaign  against  the  Ukrai- 
nian leaders  and  institutions  is  now  in  progress.  The 
latest  charge  brought  against  the  Ukrainians  is  their 
alleged  union  with  the  Ukrainian  Jews.  The  close 
political  and  general  comradeship  of  the  Ukrainians 
and  the  Jews  in  Austrian  Galicia — especially  as 
regards  their  common  foe,  the  agents  of  the 
Russian  Government,  who  are  trying  to  cultivate 
Russophil  feelings  in  the  neighbouring  Austrian 
province — is  a  sin  which  cannot  be  forgiven  by  the 
Russian  Nationalists  and  the  Russian  authorities.  In 
this  journal  mention  has  already  been  made  of  a 
much-advertised  lecture  by  the  leader  of  the  Kieff 
branch  of  the  Russian  Nationalists,  M.  Storogenko, 
who  traced  the  Ukrainian  movement  directly  to  the 
intrigues  of  the  Habsburgs,  the  Vatican,  and  the 
Jews.  Now  the  lecture  has  been  published  as  a 
booklet,  and  is  recommended  by  the  Kieff  authori- 
ties as  a  useful  school  manual.  The  latest  phase  in  the 
"  Black  Hundred  "  exposure  of  the  "  Ukraino-Jewish 
Alliance  "  is  a  flood  of  articles  in  the  Hovoe  Vremya 
and  in  the  Kieff  Press,  declaring  that  the  recent 
"  Ear  of  Corn  Day  "  in  Kieff,  which  was  merely  the 
day  assigned  for  the  public  collection  of  monev  for  the 
help  of  the  famine-stricken  peasants  in  the  Eastern 
parts  of  the  Empire,  was  transformed  by  the  Ukrai- 
nians and  the  Jews  into  "  a  half-Jewish  and  a  half- 
Mazeppanite  demonstration." 

The  Bishop  of  Kieff  has  vetoed  a  religious  concert 
announced  in  that  town,  on  the  ground  that  the 
words  of  the  hymns  to  be  sung  were  in  the  Ukrainian 
language.  This  proceeding  is  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  usual  policy  pursued  by  the  Russian 
Church  authorities  towards  the  Ukrainian  population. 
To  the  general  reader  this  policy  will  be  made  suffi- 
ciently clear  if  it  is  mentioned  that  the  Ukrainian 

Bible  published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society — the  only  Ukrainian  edition  in  existence — 
was  until  quite  recently  completely  banished  from 
the  Ukraine,  while  even  now  it  is  barely  tolerated. 


Three  officers  of  the  Appeal  Department  of  the 
High  Court  of  Kieff  have  been  dismissed,  and  are  to 
be  prosecuted  for  having  tampered  with  judicial 
documents.  They  were  in  the  habit  of  falsifying  the 
charge-sheets  for  the  purpose  of  minimising  the 
offences  of  delinquents  who  could  afford  to  pay 
for  it. 


Darkest  Russia 

A  Weekly  Record  of  the  Struggle  for  Freedom. 

[Registeeed  as  a  Newspaper. 


New  Series.    Vol.  I.,  No.  16.] 


AN  ADDRESS  TO  THE  THRONE. 


The  Finnish  Diet's  Address  to  the  Throne, 
which  we  give  in  full,  is  an  historic  document  of 
remarkable  power  and  interest.  In  dignified 
language,  which  does  not  lose  in  effect  by 
reason  of  the  evident  restraint  with  which  it  has 
been  chosen,  it  sums  up  the  bitter  grievances 
under  which  the  Grand  Duchy  is  to-day  labour- 
ing, and  provides  an  illuminating  catalogue  of 
the  Russian  Government's  offences  against  the 
Finnish  Constitution  as  guaranteed  by  the  Tsar. 
At  the  same  time  it  is  animated  by  a  lofty 
spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  Throne  which  redeems 
it  from  any  suspicion  of  antagonism  towards 
the  nation's  acknowledged  suzerain.  In  1905 
Nicholas  II.  solemnly  restored  the  autonomy 
on  which  violent  hands  had  been  laid  six 
years  previously.  The  terrible  regime  of 
Bobrikoff  had  been  brought  to  an  end,  and  the 
Finnish  people  were  entitled  to  look  forward  to 
an  indefinite  period  of  peace  and  to  a  national  life 
unchequered  by  interference  or  oppression.  For 
five  years  it  was  left  more  or  less  free  to  enjoy  its 
new-found  happiness  ;  it  expanded  socially, 
politically,  and  economically,  and  some  of  its 
institutions  gained  the  reputation  of  being  among 
the  best  ordered  of  their  kind  in  the  world. 

Then  another  and  a  more  crushing  blow  fell. 
In  1910  the  Tsar's  Ministers,  with  the  assistance 
of  a  servile  Duma,  illegally  robbed  the  country  of 
the  Constitution  which  their  Imperial  master 
had  pledged  himself  to  preserve  in  1905.  By  the 
law  of  June  30th,  which  gave  Russia  the  power 
of  ordering  Finnish  affairs,  by  way  of  so- 
called  "  Imperial  legislation,"  over  the  heads 
of  and  without  reference  to  the  Finnish  Diet, 
the  most  essential  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  Grand  Duchy  were  incontinently  swept  away. 
Under  cover  of  this  infamous  Act  the  Russian 
Administration  proceeded  to  impose  its  oppressive 
will  on  the  Finnish  people,  and  for  all  purposes 
of  the  first  importance  the  Diet  ceased  to  exist. 
From  this  measure  (which,  naturally  enough, 
the  Finns  do  not  recognise  as  binding  upon  them- 
selves) arise  most  of  the  grievances  of  which  the 
Address  to  the  Tsar  complains  ;  and  until  a  Duma 
is  returned  with  sufficient  independence  and 
sense  of  justice  to  repeal  it,  or  until  the  firm 
attitude  of  the  Finnish  people  (already  admirably 
and  effectively  evinced  in  the.  strike  of  pilots) 
convinces  the  Government  of  the  futility  of  its 
policy,  there  can  be  no  peace  in  the  land. 

If  the  "  russification  "  to  which  the  Central 
Government  is  subjecting  the  administrative 
system  of  the  country  were  for  the  ultimate 
benefit  either  of  Finland  or  of  the  Empire  as  a 
whole,  the  means  employed  to  rob  a  people  of  its 
national  existence  would  still  have  to  be  deplored, 
but  might  be  excused  by  the  end  in  view.  But 
no  such  palliation  is  possible.  Honest  Finnish 
officials  are  everywhere  being  dismissed,  and 
their  places  taken  by  corrupt  and  time-serving 
Russians,  members  of  a  class  with  which  the 
public  services  of  the  Empire  are  only  too  fami- 
liar. Men  of  the  Kourloff  type,  some  of  whom 
actually  have  a  criminal  record  behind  them,  are 
being  dumped  down  wholesale,  and  without 
any  regard  for  their  qualifications.  Education 
is  being  gravely  hindered  by  the  appropriation 
of  money  voted  for  that  purpose  by  the  Diet. 
The  wicked  folly  of    snl'n>'dinatiru>-    the  _p;ir,+ 
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Service  to  the  Russian  Ministry  of  Marine  has 
already  been  fully  expesed  in  these  columns. 
All  these  and  countless  other  cruel  acts  of  in- 
justice the  Finnish  people  have  had  inflicted 
upon  them ;  and  looming  ahead  is  the  threatened 
violation  of  their  terriiorial  integrity  by  the 
annexation  of  part  (and  possibly  the  whole)  of 
the  Viborg  Province  to  Russia.  The  cup  of 
Finland's  bitterness  is  .  tiling  to  the  brim ;  the 
present  situation  is  dec  ared  to  be  even  worse 
than  the  conditions  prev:  iling  under  Bobrikoff  s 
rule,  because  administrative  outrages  are  less 
liable  to  provoke  protef  fcs  abroad  than  acts  of 
physical  brutality.  And  the  only  weapon  with 
which  the  Finns  can  fiVht  their  oppressors  is 
that  of  "  passive  resistat.ee."  It  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  point  in  our  own  time  to  a  more  moving 
spectacle  of  patient  heroism. 


THE   CRIME   OF  PECULIARITY. 


Oppression    on    the  Steppes. 


A  correspondent  writes  : — 

In  a  certain  district,  which  for  obvious  reasons 
cannot  be  named,  a  certain  minor  tchinovnik  found  a 
community  who  intereste  \  him  because  of  certain 
idiosyncrasies  they  exhib.ied  in  their  method  of 
tending  their  cattle  and  ordering  their  homes.  He 
thought  that,  although  JLc_aieH  on  the  steppes,  they 
had  some  connection  in  a  remote  past  with  natives 
of  the  Urals,  and  consequently  he  was  interested  in 
them  purely  from  the  ethnological  standpoint. 

Then  a  new  Governor  was  appointed  to  this  region. 
He  was  a  military  official  to  whom  everything  uncon- 
ventional was  anti-Ru-sian.  Very  quickly  he  found 
out  that  the  little  community  was  in  some  way 
peculiar,  and  they  were  at  once  oppressed  more 
harshly  than  the  inhabitants  of  other  districts  in  the 
same  government.  Their  neighbours  discovered 
that  they  could  easily  obtain  from  the  Governor 
some  satisfaction  for  any  and  every  charge  they 
chose  to  make  against  these  singular  people.  The 
oppressed  community  appealed  to  the  minor  official 
to  advise  them  as  to  the  course  the}-  should  pursue, 
since,  no  matter  what  they  did,  they  were  proved 
always  to  be  in  the  wrong.  He  recommended  the 
correct  official  way — by  means  of  a  petition.  He 
helped  to  draft  the  petition,  saw  that  it  was  quite  in 
order,  started  it  on  the  right  course  for  the  chief 
authority  in  the  capital,  and  counselled  the  villagers 
to  wait. 

The  oppression  did  not  cease.  After  several 
months  the  Governor  was  promoted  to  higher  rank, 
and  confirmed  in  his  appointment.  That  was  the 
answer  to  the  petition  of  the  oppressed  villagers. 
They  were  not  told  the  result,  and  were  never  made 
acquainted  with  the  fact  that  their  humble  address 
reached  St.  Petersburg.  The  Governor  knew.  The 
charges  against  the  villagers  were  still  continued  by 
neighbours  greedy  for  land,  grazing  rights,  wells,  and 
the  property  of  those  whom  the  Governor  was  so 
ready  to  oppress.  Thereupon  the  Governor  sent  a 
force  to  the  village.  The  wretched  houses  were 
burned,  the  inhabitants  were  dispossessed  of  all  their 
belongings  and  dispersed.  Forced  individually  to 
live  as  unpaid  helpers  to  herd-owners  absolutely 
unsympathetic,  the  little  community  ceased  to  exist. 

The  minor  official,  almost  heartbroken  by  the 
result  of  his  well-intended  efforts,  applied  for  a 
"  remove,"  and,  having  obtained  this,  he  now  fur- 
nishes the  details  given  above  on  condition  that  no 
names  are  published. 


ELECTION  PREPARATIONS. 


It  is  staled  that  an  action  for  contempt  of  court  is 
to  be  instituted  against  Deputy  Maklakoff,  one  of  the 
ablest  Cadet  leaders  and  an  advocate,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  his  candidature  for  the  fourth  Duma. 
The  charge  is  to  be  based  on  some  observations 
made  by  M.  Maklakoff  to  a  reporter  on  the  condem- 
nation of    his  client,   the   Mussulman  millionaire 


[One  Penny. 


FINLAND'S  RIGHTS. 


The  Diet's  Striking  Protest    to  the 
Tsar. 


FULL  TEXT   OF   THE  ADDRESS. 


The  following  is  the  complete  text  of  the  Address 
which  the  Finnish  Diet,  at  a  recent  sitting,  voted  for 
presentation  to  the  Tsar  : — 

Most  Mighty,  Most  Gracious  Emperor  and  Grand 
Duke, 

Since  the  Diet  last  assembled  Russian  policy  has 
continued  its  work  of  destroying  the  rights  which 
are  inviolably  guaranteed  to  the  Finnisn  people  by 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  country,  confirmed  by 
the  Russian  monarch-',  in  which  no  alteration  can 
be  made  without  the  consent  of  the  Diet.  The  Diet 
therefore  regards  it  as  its  bounden  duty  immediately 
at  the  commencement  of  its  session  to  lay  before 
your  Imperial  Majesty  the  views  of  the  Finnish 
people  on  the  manifestations  of  the  above  policy. 

The  Military  Contribution. 

Ever  since  the  union  of  Finland  with  Russia, 
which  has  lasted  over  a  century,  the  settlement  of 
the  items  of  expenditure  in  the  Budget  of  the  Grand 
Duchy  has  always  been  a  purely  Finnish  affair,  in 
which  the  right  of  decision,  in  accordance  with  the 
fundamental  laws  of  Finland,  is  exercised  either  by 
the  monarch  in  conjunction  with  the  Diet  or  by  the 
monarch  alone  in  Finnish  administrative  order.  The 
law  recently  promulgated  in  Russia  regarding  a  yearly 
contribution  from  the  Finnish  State  to  the  Russian 
State  Treasury  for  military  purposes  is  therefore  an 
act  opposed  to  justice.  The  contribution  has  been 
described  as  a  substitute  for  personal  conscription, 
which  is  for  the  present  not  rendered  by  Finnish 
citizen?.  As,  however,  conscription  cannot  be 
imposed  upon  the  Finnish  people  in  any  way  other 
than  by  a  law  approved  by  the  Finnish  Diet,  so  no 
financial  contribution  which  maybedeemed  necessary 
by  the  fact  that  Finnish  troops  are  not  at  present 
maintained  can  be  due  to  the  Empire,  if  the  Diet  has 
not  given  its  consent  thereto.  It  is  impossible  to 
alter  the  legal  bases  for  Finland's  contribution  to  the 
common  defence  of  the  Empire  by  the  Russian  law 
of  17  30  June,  1910,  which,  as  the  Diet  has  pointed 
out  in  former  humble  petitions,  is  itself  invalid  in  the 
eyes  of  the  law,  and  therefore  does  not  give  legal 
support  for  any  legislative  measure  taken  in  accord- 
ance with  it. 

Russian  Rights  in  Finland. 

For  the  same  reason  it  is  impossible  for  the  law 
promulgated  in  Russia  in  the  beginning  of  this  year 
regarding  the  rights  ot  Russians  in  Finland  to  settle 
that  question  in  a  legal  way  ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
must  bring  about  the  greatest  conflicts  on  points  of 
law.  No  law  on  the  rights  of  Russians  in  Finland 
can  have  lawful  application  if  it  is  not  passed  in 
Finnish  legislative  order.  It  is  therefore  necessary 
that  this  question  be  treated  afresh  in  accordance 
with  the  fundamental  laws  of  Finland,  and  the  law 
must  differ  considerably  in  contents  and  form  from 
the  above-mentioned  Russian  law,  whose  stipulations 
partly  are  so  incomplete  as  to  render  their  application 
impossible,  and  partly,  under  the  appearance  of 
granting  equality  to  Russians,  aim  at  the  denationali- 
sation of  the  civil  service  in  Finland,  and  whose 
section  on  criminal  jurisdiction  is  opposed  to  such 
elementary  principles  of  justice  as  form  the  bases  of 
criminal  legislation  and  procedure  in  all  countries. 

The  Pilot  Service. 

The  decree  of  the  Russian  Government  regarding 
the  change  of  the  Finnish  Pilot  and  Lighthouse 
Service  to  an  institution  subordinate  to  the  Russian 
Ministry  of  Marine  is  a  blow  aimed  at  the  autonomy 
of  Finland.  It  is,  moreo  ver,  a  measure  which  exposes 
not  only  Finnish  and  Russian  navigation  but  also 
that  of  foreign  nations  in  the  rocky  Finnish  waters  to 
incalculable  dangers,  since,  although  the  above- 
mentioned  decree  lacks  the  validity  of  law,  the  carry- 
ing of  it  into  effect  will  bring  about  a  complete 
alteration  of  the  position  of  officials  connected  with 
the  Pilot  Service,  both  high  and  low,  whereby  they 
are  not  in  duty  bound  obliged  to  remain  i"  spn  ' 
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their  resignations,  and  have  thereby  shown  their 
willingness  to  make  great  personal  sacrifices  for  the 
law  of  the  country  To  obtain  new  skilled  pilots  as 
substitute^  for  those  who  have  left  will  be  exceed- 
ingly difficult,  as  skill  in  piloting  vessels  through  the 
labyrinths  of  the  Finnish  archipelago  cannot  be 
acquired  suddenly. 

In  a  humble  petition  of  May  26th,  1910,  the  Diet 
pointed  out  in  detail  that  the  russification  of  the 
Finnish  Pilot  Service  would  constitute  a  violation  of 
the  fundamental  laws  of  Finland,  that  not  only 
navigation  but  exports  and  imports  would  suffer, 
and  that  the  Pilot  Service,  without  its  legal  status 
being  shaken,  could  fulfil  the  claims  which  the 
Ministry  of  Marine  in  the  interests  of  the  Navy 
might  demand  of  it.  No  notice  was,  however,  taken 
of  the  above  petition.  The  Diet  considers  it  now 
its  duty  to  express  a  protest  against  the  decreed 
mutilation  of  the  institutions  of  the  Grand  Duchy. 

The  Annexation  Scheme. 

Bitter  feelings  have  been  aroused  among  the  Finnish 
pecple  by  the  news  of  the  plan  under  preparation 
for  the  separation  of  the  parishes  of  Nykyrka  and 
Kivinebb  and  their  incorporation  into  the  Empire. 
Such  an  act  would  be  not  only  opposed  to  existing 
laws,  but  would  even  violate  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  humanity.  The  population  in 
these  parishes  is  a  living  and  vital  corporate  part  of 
the  Finnish  nation,  bound  to  it  by  the  natural  ties 
of  ancestry  and  by  a  common  work  of  development 
under  the  protection  of  the  same  laws  ;  it  has  been 
guaranteed  all  the  rights  enjoyed  by  the  other  inha- 
bitants of  Finland.  As  it  is  manifest  that  the  mili- 
tary ends,  which  are  given  as  the  reason  for  the 
separation  of  the  above-mentioned  parishes,  can  be 
attained  without  such  a  violation,  it  is  inconceivable 
that  on  close  examination  this  plan  should  not  be 
allowed  to  drop. 

It  has  also  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Diet  that 
a  special  committee  in  St.  Petersburg  consisting  of 
Russian  officials  has  been  entrusted  with  the  elabora- 
tion of  proposals  for  a  whole  series  of  Russian  laws 
for  Finland.  The  programme  of  these  labours 
shows  that  the  intention  is  systematically  to  russify 
the  Finnish  administration,  to  choke  the  freedom  of 
the  life  of  Finnish  society,  and  to  encroach  upon  the 
domain  of  Finnish  legislation  for  political  ends. 

Legislation  Paralysed. 

The  policy  which  by  such  measures  is  bringing 
ruin  on  Finland,  and  is  changing  the  relations 
between  Russia  and  Finland  to  a  state  of  perpetual 
conflict,  has  likewise  had  as  a  result  that  all  legis- 
lative activity  in  Finland  directed  towards  peaceful 
development  is  paralysed.  A  large  number  of  Bills, 
including  -ome  already  adopted  by  the  Diet,  have 
during  the  past  years  remained  lying  in  administra- 
tive offices  instead  of  being  submitted  to  the  monarch 
in  accordance  with  normal  order.  As  examples  of 
such  may  be  mentioned  :  the  Bill  for  the  reform  of 
the  communal  statutes,  Bills  for  the  manufacture  of 
and  trade  in  commodities  containing  alcohol,  the  Bill 
for  statutes  regarding  compulsory  education,  for  pro- 
tection against  risk  of  injury,  for  work  in  the  indus- 
trial trades,  for  inspection  of  factories,  for  labour 
exchanges,  and  for  the  acquirement  of  land  by  the 
landless  population.  The  non-appearance  of  such 
reforms  of  law  has  aroused  all  the  more  general  dis- 
content in  that  a  considerable  part  of  these  reforms 
refer  to  social  legislation,  which  in  Finland  as  in 
other  countries  belongs  to  the  most  important 
duties  of  the  present  time.  The  country  makes 
the  demand,  which  is  quite  justified,  that  the  settle- 
ment of  such  proposals  as  bear  upon  the  betterment 
of  the  largest  group  of  society,  as  well  in  legal 
respects  as  in  the  question  of  the  possibilities  of 
moral  and  material  improvement,  may  not  be  delayed. 

Russia's  Encroachments. 

Serious  results  of  the  present  political  regime  have 
occurred  in  that  a  section  of  the  authorities,  in  par- 
ticular cases,  have  by  arbitrary  methods  encroached 
upon  important  rights  guaranteed  to  citizens  by  the 
fundamental  laws,  such  as  the  right  of  free  speech, 
meeting,  and  association,  as  well  as  the  right  of  indi- 
vidual inviolability. 

Complications  which  have  arisen  in  the  budgetary 
domain  have  produced  a  specially  serious  decrease 
in  the  c-timates  for  cultural  ends  and  social  relief. 
In  humble  representations  from  the  Senate  it  has 
been  alleged  that  the  Diet  has  occasioned  these  com- 
plications by  endeavouring  to  limit  the  Monarch's 
prerogative  in  financial  questions.  The  true  state  of 
aff;nr  1-  that  the  Diet  has  fully  respected  the 
Monarch  s  prerogatives  in  question  as  they  are  found 
stated  in  the  fundamental  laws.  The  complications 
have  been  chiefly  a  result  of  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  decreed  payments  to  the  Russian  State 
Treasury  without  the  Diet's  consent. 

Beneficial  and  lasting  results  can  never  be  obtained 
by  a  policy  which  places  might  over  right.  Finland's 
constitutional  legal  system  is  not  a  work  of  yester- 
day ;  it  has  roots  a  century  old ;  it  stands,  as  the 
Emperors  Alexander  I.  and  Alexander  II.  declared, 
in  indissoluble  connection  with  the  mode  of  thought, 
customs,  and  requirements  of  the  Finnish  people.  It 


cannot  be  given  over  to  destruction.  The  Finnish 
people  must  firmly  hold  fast  to  the  proper  laws  of 
the  land  against  illegal  decrees.  Loyalty  to  the 
Monarch  has  its  true  expression  in  willing  observance 
of  all  laws  which  are  issued  by  the  Monarch  in 
accordance  with  the  constitution  of  the  country.  By 
respecting  the  laws  the  people  co-operate  in  the 
realisation  of  the  highest  task  of  the  Monarch — the 
maintenance  of  the  rule  of  right. 

Most  Mighty,  Most  Gracious  Kmperor  and  Grand 
Duke, 

As  history  shows,  respect  for  Finland's  Constitu- 
tion is  not  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  great 
Russian  Empire.  The  legal  bases  on  which  Finland's 
union  with  the  Russian  Empire  is  founded  have  the 
sanctity  of  law  as  well  for  Russia  as  for  Finland.  The 
Finnish  people  cannot  abandon  the  hope  that 
Russian  policy  towards  Finland  will  by  your  Imperial 
Majesty  again  be  linked  to  the  sure  path  of  confor- 
mity to  law. 


OKHRANA  EXPOSURES. 


Criminal    Prosecution  of   Four  Leading 
Officials. 


STOLYPIN'S  MURDER. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  12th. 

The  First  Department  of  the  Council  of  State  has 
had  under  consideration  the  report  of  the  Reviser, 
Senator  Trussevitch,  on  the  heads  of  the  political 
police  at  the  time  of  the  assa-sination  of  M.  Stolypin 
at  Kieff — namely,  the  former  Assistant-Minister  of 
the  Interior,  Kourloff ;  the  Vice-Director  of  the 
Police  Department,  Veriguin  ;  the  chief  of  the  body 
that  was  responsible  for  the  Tsar's  personal  safety, 
Colonel  Spiridovitch ;  and  the  head  of  the  Kieff 
Okhrana,  Kulabko. 

Senator  Trussevitch,  although  he  has  himself  been 
Director  of  the  Police  Department,  and  by  no  means 
too  scrupulous  an  official  in  that  capacity,  has  in  his 
report  made  the  most  damning  statements  concern- 
ing these  men.  He  points  out  that  when  starting 
for  Kieff  Kourloff  took  with  him  35,000  roubles  of 
Government  money,  out  e  which  he  only  spent  454 
roubles  20  copecks  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty, 
while  he  used  the  balance  principally  for  paying  off 
his  private  debts.  At  Kieff  he  received  90,000  roubles 
more,  for  which  he  never  accounted.  He  was  gene- 
rally a  bad  customer  in  money  matters.  He  dissi- 
pated the  fortune  of  his  first  wife,  whom  he  then 
divorced  in  order  to  marry  the  young  wife  of  his 
aide-de-camp.  Kourloff  owed  150,000  roubles  in  bills, 
of  which  135,000  roubles  were  due  to  Madame  Polu- 
boyarinoff,  the  publisher  of  the  Russkoc  Znamya  and 
the  friend  of  the  Reactionary  Leader  Dr.  Dubrovin. 
It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  for  what  services  he 
received  such  big  loans.  Kourloff's  assistant, 
Veriguin,  disposed  of  Government  money  as  freely 
as  did  his  chief.  In  1910,  during  the  Tsar's  journey 
to  Germany,  he  spent  54,347  roubles,  for  which  he 
did  not  account  in  any  way.  While  displaying  a 
very  presumptuous  and  haughty  demeanour  to  his 
colleagues  he  would  render  all  sorts  of  services  to  his 
chief,  including  the  discounting  of  bills.  Colonel 
Spiridovitch  is  described  by  Senator  Trussevitch  as 
a  rough,  inconsiderate  person,  who  was  hated  by  all 
his  colleagues  and  subordinates.  Lastly,  Kulabko  is 
described  in  the  report  as  a  totally  incapable  official, 
who  allowed  Bogroff  to  lead  him  by  the  nose,  and 
was  only  retained  in  his  post  through  the  influence 
of  Kourloff. 

The  alleged  Terrorists  who  meditated  an  attempt 
on  the  life  of  Stolypin  had  no  existence  in  reality. 
Kulabko,  however,  had  so  firm  a  faith  in  Bogroff's 
stories  that  he  never  tried  to  verify  them.  M. 
Trussevitch  asserts  that  Bogroff  committed  the  out- 
rage in  order  to  save  himself  from  the  vengeance  of 
the  revolutionaries  on  whom  he  had  spied.  On 
hearing  who  was  the  author  of  the  crime,  Kulabko 
declared  to  Kourloff,  "  Now  there  is  nothing  left  for 
me  but  to  shoot  myself."  Kulabko  claimed  before 
Senator  Trussevitch  that  Kourloff  had  been  informed 
of  Bogroff's  admission  to  the  theatre  ;  but  this 
Kourloff  himself  stoutly  denied,  while  Veriguin  was 
only  anxious  to  clear  his  own  person. 

The  First  Department  of  the  Council  of  State  has 
ordered  the  institution  of  criminal  proceedings 
against  all  four  men  for  offences  in  the  exercise  of 
their  offices,  and  has  required  them  to  furnish 
accounts  within  a  fortnight  for  300,000  roubles 
spent  on  the  organisation  of  the  protection  servictf 
at  Kieff,  Tchernigoff,  and  Poltava  during  the 
Imperial  visit. 


A  Jewish  tradesman  has  been  expelled  from  the 
town  of  Kursk,  where  he  has  carried  on  his  business 
without  let  or  hindrance  for  the  last  forty-two  years. 


GENERAL  KOURLOFF. 

Amazing  Career  of  the  Ex-Assistant 
Minister  of  the  Interior. 

THE  LATE   PREMIER'S  DOSSIER 

General  Kourloff,  the  ex-Assistant  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  who  is  to  be  prosecuted  in  connection  with 
the  Kieff  Okhrana  scandals,  has  had  a  varied  career. 
Originally  an  officer  in  the  Guards,  he  forsook  the 
military  service  for  the  law,  and  bec?me  Assistant 
Public  Prosecutor  at  Yaroslav  on  the  Volga.  On 
being  transferred  to  Moscow  he  managed  to  get  into 
the  circle  of  influential  personages  who  surrounded 
the  Grand  Duke  S^rgius,  Governor-General  of 
Moscow,  and  was  promoted  first  to  the  post  of  Vice- 
Governor,  and  then  to  that  of  Governor.  His  fame- 
dates  from  his  appointment  to  the  Governorship  of 
Minsk  in  1905,  the  memorable  year  of  strikes  and 
popular  risings.  A  crowd  had  gathered  in  the 
square  in  front  of  the  railway  station.  The  Governor 
sent  troops  to  surround  the  mob  and  fire  on  it,  and 
gave  the  order  :  "  No  mercy  !"  This  command  was 
obeyed  so  literally  that  the  square  was  packed  with 
the  bodies  of  hundreds  of  killed  and  wounded. 

Ordering  Each  Other's  Arrest. 

This  wholesale  shooting  of  an  unarmed  and 
defenceless  crowd  naturally  produced  general  indig- 
nation, and  the  local  Public  Prosecutor  felt  compelled 
to  issue  an  order  for  the  arrest  of  the  Governor.  To 
this  the  latter  replied  with  a  counter-order  for  the 
arrest  of  the  Public  Prosecutor.  In  less  painful 
circumstances  the  spectacle  of  two  high  officials 
ordering  each  other's  arrest  would  have  been  suffi- 
ciently humorous.  Both  complained  to  their  respec- 
tive superiors,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M. 
Durnovo,  and  the  Minister  of  Justice,  M.  Akimoff. 
The  two  Ministers  engaged  in  an  altercation  about 
the  conduct  of  their  provincial  subordinates,  from 
which  M.  Durnovo  emerged  victorious,  and  the 
Public  Prosecutor  was  dismissed. 

With  the  idea  of  ingratiating  himself  still  more 
with  the  central  authorities,  Kourloff  arranged  a  safe- 
attempt  on  his  own  life  by  means  of  a  harmless 
bomb,  which  he  was  to  intercept  courageously  in  its 
flight  and  hand  over  to  the  police.  He  was  there- 
upon transferred  to  the  town  of  Kieff,  which  he 
entered  in  triumph.  Here  he  turned  the  Governor's 
Court  into  such  a  centre  of  debauchery  and  a  resort 
of  the  bad  characters  by  whom  he  surrounded  him- 
self that  he  had  to  be  removed  from  his  post. 

The  Most  Powerful  Man  in  Hussia 

But  such  men  were  too  precious  in  the  eyes  of  the 
reactionary  wirepullers  to  allow  of  their  talents  being 
wasted.  Kourloff  was  given  a  post  in  the  Police 
Department,  and  later  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
prison  administration.  Then,  having  made  himself 
a  powerful  rival  of  Durnovo  and  General  Trepoff,  he 
was  forced  upon  M.  Stolypin  as  Assistant  Minister 
of  the  Interior. 

With  a  regime  based  on  repression  the  police  is  the 
chief  power  in  the  State.  Having  risen  to  the  office 
of  Assistant  Minister  of  the  Interior,  who  is  the  head 
of  the  political  police  and  of  the  corps  of  gen- 
darmerie, Kourloff  was  now  the  most  powerful  man 
in  the  Empire,  and,  like  General  Trepoff,  was 
released  from  every  check  or  control.  He  could  say 
with  justice,  "  L'etat,  e'est  moi !"  When  he  found 
anybody  in  his  way  he  was  never  stopped  by  con- 
siderations of  rank  or  dignity.  He  once  made  a 
search  at  a  certain  house  with  the  sole  object  of 
getting  hold  of  letters  written  by  Count  Witte.  On 
one  occasion  he  was  about  to  effect  a  domiciliary 
visit  at  the  residence  of  M.  Stolypin  himself,  but  the 
attempt  was  frustrated  by  a  timely  counter-move  on 
the  part  of  the  Premier. 

Stolypin's  Watchful  Eye. 

M.  Stolypin  had  been  assiduously  collecting  a  com- 
plete dossier  of  the  doings  of  his  nominal  subor- 
dinate, over  whom  he  had  in  reality  neither  power 
nor  control.  All  he  could  do  was  to  keep  a  well- 
authenticated  register  of  Kourloff's  peccadilloes  for 
use  in  an  emergency.  As  the  Assistant  Minister's 
revels  and  weakness  for  the  fair  sex  became  more 
and  more  a  byword,  the  Premier  enriched  his  collec- 
tion with  Kourloff's  bills,  both  paid  and  unpaid.  The 
dossier  in  question  included  reports  relating  to  rather 
piquant  incidents.  On  one  occasion  he  ordered  the 
Okhrana  agent  in  Paris  to  pay  the  expenses  in  con- 
nection with  the  stay  thereof  a  lady  in  whom  he  took 
an  interest.  As  the  lady's  visit  was  chiefly  devoted 
to  shopping  excursions,  the  agent  had  to  pay  a  very 
large  sum  in  a  few  days,  for  which  he  sent  the  account 
to  the  Police  Department.  As  luck  would  have  it, 
the  account  arrived  while  Kourloff  was  away,  and 
thus  found  its  way  intoM.  Stolypin's  dossier. 

Other  documents  contained  in  the  same  dossier 
relate  to  Kourloff's  intercourse  with  the  Right  organi- 
sations which  were  hostile  to  M.  Stolypin. 

Alter  M.  Stolypin's  death  Kourloff  was  dismissed 
from  his  office. 
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NOTES. 


The  Okhrana. 

Senator  Trussevitck's  official  report  to  the 
Council  of  State  on  the  administration  of  the 
Kieff  Okhrana,  and  his  damning  indictment  of 
four  high  officers  of  State  in  connection  there- 
with, constitute  an  astounding  revelation  of  a 
phase  of  Russian  life  of  which  too  little  has 
hitherto  been  made  public.  The  tortuous  sub- 
ways along  which  the  secret  police  work  have 
usually  been  hinted  at  rather  than  authorita- 
tively described ;  but  M.  Trussevitch,  in  the 
course  of  his  investigation,  has  explored  them 
thoroughly,  and  his  exposure  is  of  so  deadly  a 
nature,  and  so  repellent  in  its  details,  that, 
unless  the  Government  is  bent  on  branding  itself 
with  an  indelible  shame  before  the  eyes  of  the 
civilised  world,  the  whole  structure  of  the 
Okhrana  must  inevitably  come  tumbling  to 
the  ground.  The  report,  which  has  moved  the 
Council  of  State  to  order  the  prosecution  of  the 
four  incriminated  officials,  not  only  points  to 
the  embezzlement  of  huge  sums  of  Government 
money  that  were  assigned  for  the  needs  of  the 
secret  service,  but  deals  in  the  very  gravest 
fashion  with  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  assassination  of  the  late  Premier,  M. 
Stolypin.  Although  no  direct  charges  of  com- 
plicity in  this  terrible  crime  are  made  against 
any  of  the  officials  now  under  arrest,  Senator 
Trussevitch  leaves  no  room  for  doubt  that  the 
responsibility  for  the  murder  lies  with  the 
Okhrana.  As  to  its  organisation,  the  hasty 
execution  of  the  assassin  has  rendered  it 
improbable  that  this  mystery  will  ever  be  satis- 
factorily cleared  up.  Dead  men  tell  no  tales, 
and  those  who  loaded  Bogroff  \s  revolver  are  not 
likely  to  give  themselves  away. 


A  Condemned  System. 

From  the  career  of  General  Kourloff,  one  of 
the  accused  men,  whose  history  we  give  elsewhere, 
it  may  be  gathered  what  type  of  person  the 
Government  selects  for  appointment  to  high 
office  in  the  police  department.  His  exploits, 
both  before  and  after  he  became  Assistant 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  speak  for  themselves, 
and  render  any  comment  on  the  character  of  the 
man  whose  trial  is  pending  not  merely  out  of 
place  but  superfluous.  But  the  system  by  which 
an  official  with  such  a  record  behind  him  is 
enabled  to  control  the  most  effective  power  in 
the  State  is  more  incomprehensible  than  any- 
thing else  in  Russia  to-day.  M.  Stolypin  was 
powerless  to  check  him,  and  could  only  collect 
an  elaborate  dossier  of  his  doings  for  use  when 
the  opportunity  offered  itself.  And  M.  Stolypin 
was  done  to  death  by  an  agent  of  the  department 
over  which  General  Kourloff  had  been  placed  in 
control.  It  is  an  appalling  story,  but  the  inci- 
dents of  which  it  is  composed  will  have  had 
their  use  if  as  a  result  the  Okhrana  and  its 
methods  of  work  are  thoroughly  overhauled. 

Bluff. 

The  Russian  Government's  attitude  towards 
the  Chinese  loan,  in  so  far  as  it  is  correctly 


expressed  in  the  Nome  Vremya,  is  very  clearly 
shaped  by  the  desire  to  destroy  the  integrity  of 
the  Empire  and  pave  the  way  for  annexation. 
That  certainly  is  the  only  interpretation  to  be 
placed  upon  the  demand  that  the  peculiar  con- 
ditions laid  down  by  Russia  shall  be  accepted  as 
the  basis  of  any  Chinese  loan  that  is  raised  in 
any  quarter.  The  most  remarkable  of  those 
conditions  is  that  the  Russian  Government  shall 
be  given  the  right  to  veto  not  only  any  scheme 
that  may  be  propounded  for  the  application  of 
the  borrowed  money,  but  also  the  security  on 
which  the  loan  is  raised,  if  they  conflict  with 
what  Russia  claims  as  her  "  interests."  We 
have  already  pointed  out  that  Russia's  commer- 
cial interests  in  China  are  of  the  slightest ;  in 
Manchuria  they  are  limited  to  railway  conces- 
sions, and  in  the  rest  of  the  Empire,  including 
Mongolia,  they  are  of  a  A*ery  insignificant  trading- 
character.  The  demands  are  therefore  merely 
a  brazen  attempt  to  get  by  hook  or  by  crook  a 
solid  footing  in  China  (and  incidentally  to 
"  dish"  the  American  banking-houses),  and,  con- 
sidering their  flimsiness,  it  is  not  surprising  to 
find  them  supported  in  the  Nome  Vremya  by  the 
threat  of  Furopean  complications  if  they  are 
disregarded.  We  trust  that  the  Powers  will  not 
allow  themselves  to  be  victimised  by  this  very 
patent  attempt  at  bluff. 


Count  Bobrinsky's  Inventions. 

Count  Bobrinsky's  remarkable  letter  to  the 
Times,  in  which  he  alleges  that  the  Russians  in 
Galicia  (by  which  he  means  the  Ruthenians  or 
Ukrainians)  are  subjected  to  all  manner  of 
oppression,  and  that  those  who  have  joined  the 
Orthodox  Church  are  singled  out  for  special  per- 
secution, cannot  be  allowed  to  pass  unchallenged. 
The  interview  witli  an  authority  on  Little  Russian 
affairs,  which  we  print  iu  this  issue,  will  be  found 
to  dispose  very  effectively  of  Count  Bobrinsky 
and  his  tissue  of  misstatements.  In  the  first 
place,  there  are  practically  no  Russians  in 
Galicia — except  the  paid  agents  of  the  Russian 
Government ;  the  Ukrainians  are  of  quite  a 
different  race.  Secondly,  there  is  no  persecu- 
tion. The  secret  of  Count  Bobrinsky's  rancour 
may  perhaps  be  found  in  the  complete  failure  of 
his  efforts  to  "  russianise  "  the  Ukrainian  popu- 
lation of  Galicia,  and  in  the  fact  that  the  Austrian 
Government  found  itself  under  the  necessity  of 
expelling  that  disinterested  gentleman  from  the 
country.  When  the  writer  speaks  of  a  "  strong- 
movement  "  towards  Orthodoxy  in  Galicia  he  is 
guilty  of  a  little  exaggeration.  That  "  move- 
ment "  was  inspired  by  an  agitation  directed 
from  St.  Petersburg,  and  had  its  origin  in  the 
conversion  of  a  few  Uniate  priests  to  whom  con- 
siderations of  a  material  nature  were  held  out. 
So  far  it  has  met  with  the  minimum  of  success. 


"  Audi  Alteram  Partem." 

This  topic  cannot  be  dismissed  without  a 
glance  at  the  other  side  of  the  picture.  In 
Galicia,  says  Count  Bobrinsky,  "  Russian  schools, 
however  private,  are  not  allowed,  Russian  books 
are  confiscated,  and  boys  found  reading  a  Russian 
author  are  expelled  from  the  gymnasiums." 
Substitute  the  Russian  Ukraine  for  Galicia,  and 
"  Little  Russian  "  for  "  Russian  "  in  this  sen- 
tence, and  the  statement  will  at  least  have  the 
merit  of  being  somewhere  near  the  truth.  And 
the  imaginary  religious  persecution  which  is 
claimed  to  exist  in  Galicia  has  a  very  real 
existence  in  Little  Russia.  There  it  is  even 
counted  an  offence  by  the  Russian  authorities  to 
be  in  possession  of  a  Bible  printed  in  the 
Ifkrainian  language.  Count  Bobrinsky's  letter, 
we  suppose,  is  intended  as  a  couuterblast  to  the 
denunciations  of  the  oppression  practised  by  his 
own  Government  which  have  reached  the  ears  of 
the  British  people.  If  so,  it  is  a  singularly  futile 
attempt   to   divert   public    attention,    and  we 


imagine  there  are  very  few  who  will  be  taken  in 
by  this  transparent  device. 

"  Preliminary  Confinement." 

The  Senate  has  found  9-4  out  of  the  157 
Aimienians  who  were  accused  of  engaging  in  a 
revolutionary  conspiracy  in  the  Caucasus  to  have 
been  innocent  of  the  crime  with  which  they  were 
charged,  and  for  which  they  had  been  kept  for 
years  in  "  preliminary  confinement."  In  Russia 
an  accused  j^erson  may  be  detained  in  this  way 
until  he  dies  from  the  diseases  engendered  by 
insanitary  prison  conditions,  without  ever  being 
brought  to  trial  and  »iven  the  chance  of 
acquittal.  There  is  no  limit  set  to  this  period 
of  "  preliminary  confinement,"  so  that  it  is 
quite  sufficient  to  be  accused  of  a  crime 
to  be  punished  with  the  full  rigour  of  the 
law.  Meanwhile  the  authorities  are  usually 
busy  collecting  or  manufacturing  "  evidence." 
That  was  the  course  adopted  in  the  Armenian 
trial,  in  the  process  of  which  it  was  shown  that 
the  Examining  Magistrate,  an  unscrupulous 
scoundrel  named  Lyjin,  had  committed  forgery 
on  a  wholesale  scale  in  the  documents  forming 
the  material  for  the  prosecution.  In  spite  of  the 
clearest  proofs  of  his  guilt,  Lyjin  is  in  full  enjoy- 
ment of  his  liberty.  True,  he  is  stated  to  have 
been  relieved  of  his  office  ;  but  it  is  quite  likely 
that,  in  accordance  with  precedent,  his  zeal  will 
be  rewarded  by  transference  to  a  higher  post. 
Such  are  the  ways  of  the  Russian  judiciary. 

Why  Siberian  Peasants  Starve. 

An  instructive  article  in  the  Tour  dm  Monde 
enters  into  the  causes  that  have  produced  the 
famine  in  Eastern  Siberia.  According  to  the 
writer,  the  root  of  the  evil  lies  in  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  market  for  Siberian  corn.  The  cul- 
tivators therefore  produce  just  as  much  as  is 
necessary  to  feed  themselves  and  their  families  ; 
they  have  no  use  for  any  surplus.  Hence,  if 
some  unforeseen  calamity  ruins  the  harvest, 
they  have  no  reserves  to  fall  back  upon,  and  can 
only  starve.  The  reason  why  there  is  no  market 
for  Siberian  corn  is  that  the  Russian  Government 
prohibits  its  importation  into  the  European  pro- 
vinces of  the  Empire,  lest  the  prosperity  of 
European  Russia  should  be  menaced  thereby  ; 
and  owing  to  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  sea 
transport,  which  render  it  impossible  for  the 
Siberian  agriculturists  to  dispose  of  their 
produce  at  remunerative  rates  in  London  or  else- 
where, there  is  no  other  outlet  available.  Thus 
it  is  the  Russian  tariff  that  is  at  bottom  respon- 
sible for  the  starvation  of  the  Siberian  peasants, 
and  until  the  prohibition  is  removed  and  trans- 
port facilities  are  afforded  it  is  certain  that  in 
years  of  stress  they  will  continue  to  starve. 


THE  FAMINE. 


The  campaign  of  the  authorities  against  the  famine 
relief  organisations  is  continuing.  After  manyattempts 
the  Tchelabinsk  District  Relief  Society  secured  from 
the  Governor  of  Orenburg  an  instruction  to  the 
District  Captain  not  to  interfere  with  the  Society's 
subscription-lists.  But  no  sooner  had  the  Governor 
left  the  town  of  Tchelabinsk  than  the  District 
Captain  insisted  on  the  removal  of  the  Society's 
manager,  who  had  been  most  active  in  opening  and 
conducting  soup-kitchens  for  the  starving. 


PRISON  TORTURES. 


At  Kovno  a  superintendent  of  the  provincial 
prison  ha>  been  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprison- 
ment, anH  seven  others  to  a  fortnight's  detention,  for 
systematically  torturing  prisoners.  They  used  to 
beat  the  defenceless  prisoners  with  keys,  weights, 
and  stones  wrapped  up  in  towels,  and  would  punish 
them  for  making  the  most  innocent  requests. 


The  Russkay.a  Pravda,  of  Ekaterinoslav,  publishes 
a  complaint  from  members  of  the  Orthodox  Church 
that  the  local  cathedral  is  surrounded  by  police,  who 
onlv  admit  officials  to  confession. 
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RUSSIANS    IN  GALICIA. 

Count  Bobrinsky's  Remarkable  Statements 
in  the  "Times." 

A  REPLY. 


The  Times  of  last  Wednesday  contained  along  letter 
from  Count  Vladimir  Bobrinsky,  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Right  in  the  Duma,  with  reference  to  "a 
new  and  strong  religious  movement  among  the 
Russian  peasants  in  Galicia  (Austria)  and  in  the  East 
of  Hungary."  The  writer  alleges  that  in  these  regions, 
under  Polish  influence,  "  the  tolerant  Austrian  Con- 
stitution is  trodden  under  foot.  Russian  schools,  how- 
ever private,  are  not  allowed,  Russian  books  are  con- 
fiscated, and  boys  found  reading  a  Russian  author 
are  expelled  from  the  gymnasiums.  At  the  elections, 
whether  Parliamentary  or  provincial,  Russian  voters 
are  either  prevented  by  troops  from  entering  the 
polling  booths  or  the  result  of  the  election  is  falsified." 
Eiut  the  religious  persecution  of  those  Little  Russians 
who  have  gone  over  from  the  "  Uniate"  to  the  Ortho- 
dox Church  is,  according  to  Count  Bobrinsky,  even 
worse.  Count  Shepstitski,  the  Metropolitan  of 
Galicia,  is  declared  to  be  "  doing  all  he  can  to 
Polonise  and  Romanise  his  Russian  flock,  of  which 
he  has  proved  himself  to  be  not  the  shepherd,  but 
the  wolf."  Details  are  given  of  the  alleged  persecu- 
tion to  which  those  who  have  joined  the  Orthodox 
Church  are  subjected. 

On  being  shown  Count  Bobrinsky's  letter,  a  well- 
informed  member  of  the  Little  Russian  community 
at  present  resident  in  London  expressed  the  follow- 
ing views  to  a  representative  of  this  journal  : — 

"  In  the  first  place  it  must  be  stated  that  there  are 
no  Russians  in  Galicia.  Therefore  all  this  talk  about 
the  repression  of  the  Russian  language,  the  persecution 
of  Russian  peasants,  &c,  is  an  impudent  lie.  Count 
Bobrinsky  is  distorting  the  truth  when  he  says  that  in 
the  fourteenth  century  Galicia  was  part  of  political 
Russia.  There  was  no  '  Russia'  at  that  time,  only  an 
unimportant '  Muscovy,'  to  which  Duchy  Galicia  never 
belonged.  He  consciously  plays  on  the  similarity  of 
words  '  Roosin  ' — that  is,  Ruthenian  or  Ukrainian — 
and  '  Russian,' which  signifies  Muscovite.  There  is 
at  least  as  much  difference  between  a  Russian  and  a 
Ukrainian  as  between,  say,  a  Frenchman  and  an 
Italian.  Count  Bobrinsky  counts  on  British  igno- 
rance in  those  matters,  and  tries  to  represent  the  paid 
agents  of  the  Russian  Government  in  Galicia — people 
who  may  be  better  compared  to  spies  than  to  loyal 
citizens  of  the  Austrian  Empire — as  '  Russians  in 
Galicia.' 

Bobrinsky's  Campaign. 

"  The  extraordinary  growth  of  the  Ukrainian 
ment  in  Russia  has  greatly  alarmed  the  Russian 
< '  \  eminent  and  its  supporters.  Bobrinsky  saw  his 
opportunity  to  become  a  big  man.  So  he  began  to 
pay  frequent  visits  to  Galicia,  which  is  the  centre  of 
the  Ukrainian  movement,  founded  a  Russian  news- 
paper there,  and  started  a  campaign  against  the 
'  Mazeppanite  plans  of  breaking  up  Russia,' 
'  Universal  Judaism,'  and  the  'secret  intrigues  of  the 
\  atican.'  The  large  sums  of  money  Bobrinsky 
brought  with  him  from  St.  Petersburg  helped  him 

tind  several  national  renegades  amongst  the 
Ruthenians,  who  ran  the  Russian  newspaper.  As 
their  knowledge  of  Russian  was,  however,  strictly 
limited,  the  journal  had  to  keep  on  its  staff  a  number 
of  Russian  from  Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg.  The 
papet  was  distributed  gratis  amongst  the  peasant 
population  of  Galicia,  and  here  the  Austrian  Admini- 
stration showed  its  real  leniency  (of  which  Bobrinsky 
complains;,  because  treason  was  openly  sown  and  the 
authorities  were  careless. 

At  last  the  Austrian  Government  found  itself 
obliged  to  expel  Count  Bobrinsky  from  Austria,  and 
instituted  a  watch  over  his  followers.  However, 
there  was  no  need  for  that,  as  with  the  shortage  of 
supply  of  money  which  followed  Bobrinsky's  retire- 
ment the  Russian  patriotism  of  the  Russian  agents 
soon  cooled  down  and  the  agitation  began  to 
decline. 

The   "  Orthodox  "  Ajritation. 

One  of  the  last  moves  of  the  Russian  agents  in 
Galicia  was  the  '  Orthodox '  agitation.  That  move- 
ment consisted,  in  fact,  in  bribing  one  or  two  Uniate 
priests,  who  Started  talking  about  'Jewish  and  Vatican 
oppression,'  and  announced  their  pious  desire  to  be 
under  Russia.  The  Ruthenian  Metropolitan,  Count 
Shepstitski,  who  is  a  man  of  very  high  qualities,  and 
i  known  for  his  impartial  toleration  in  religious 
matters  and  his  desire  to  effect  the  union  o?  the 
Churches,  saw  himself  compel!*  d  to  turn  out  those 
members  of  his  flock  who  became  the  disgrace  of  the 
Church.  However,  I  need  not  say  that  nothing  like 
police  interference  or  imprisonment  of  the  '  rus- 
sianised'  priests  took  place.  All  that  is  an  invention, 
pure  and  <-imple,  on  the  part  of  Count  Bobrinsky. 
"While  in  Galicia  all  the  nationalities  inhabiting  it 


enjoy  full  religious  freedom  (Oithodox  included)  in 
Russia,  in  the  Ukraine,  the  Ruthenian  population, 
numbering  there  about  30,000,000  souls,  .suffer  from 
the  most  barba'ous  religious  oppression  on  the  part 
of  the  colleagues  of  Cou.t  Bobrinsky.  I  do  not 
insist  on  the  fact  that  the  Uniate  Church,  which 
embraced  the  whole  surface  of  the  right  bank  of  the 
Dnieper  (a  county  about  as  big  as  England  and 
Wales,,  was  crushed  by  the  measures  of  Russian 
Government.  Nor  shall  I  comment  on  the  cruel 
conversion  of  the  Ukrainian  Orthodox  Church  into  a 
Russian  Orthodox  Church,  which  practically  killed 
the  Church  in  the  Ukraine,  and  which  was  effected 
as  the  result  of  Ukases  from  St.  Petersburg.  All  that 
was  some  time  ago.  At  the  present  time,  nowever, 
the  religious  persecutions  continue.  The  Ukrainian 
pronunciation  of  the  old  Slavonic  ritual  of  the  Church 
is  strictly  prohibited,  although  it  helps  the  people  to 
understand  the  service.  The  Bible  in  the  Ukrainian 
language  published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  was  strictly  forbidden  until  five  years  ago  ; 
if  the  police  find  cne  copy  of  it  now  during  a  domi- 
ciliary search,  they  confiscate  it.  Three  years  ago  a 
Bishop  of  Podolia  who  gave  permission  to  the  priests 
of  his  province  to  preach  in  the  Ukrainian  language 
was  promptly  transferred  to  a  distant  province  in 
Muscovy.  Only  a  few  days  ago  in  Kieff  the  autho- 
rities prohibited  a  religious  concert  because  the 
words  of  the  songs  were  in  Ukrainian. 

"  Ukrainian  Baptists,  Roman  Catholics,  and  espe- 
cially Uniates  (where  any  of  the  last  are  still  left), 
are  severely  persecuted  by  the  local  police  and 
Orthodox  '  missionaries,' in  spite  of  the  recent  laws 
of  religious  toleration. 

"Count  Bobrinsky,  after  his  expulsion  from  Galicia, 
concentrated  the  whole  of  his  attention  on  the  affairs 
of  the  Ukraine  in  Russia.  We  have  had  quite  enough 
of  his  endeavours  to  advertise  himself  as  a  great 
'  saviour  of  Russia.'  His  debut  in  the  British  Press 
shows  that  he  is  endeavouring,  by  means  of  shame- 
less misrepresentations,  to  involve  British  public 
opinion  in  his  own  ambitious  game." 


THE  "  RITUAL  MURDER  "  CHARGE. 


Attempts  to  Establish  a  Religious 
Motive. 


The  well-known  anti-Semitic  agitator,  M.  Shma- 
koff,  has  constituted  himSelf  the  representative  of 
Yuschinsky's  relatives  as  civil  parties  against  the 
accused  man  Beilis.  On  their  behalf  he  has  pre- 
sented a  petition,  in  which  he  insists  that  the 
motives  for  the  murder  were  indubitably  of  a  reli- 
gious nature,  and  declares  that  the  case  has  not 
been  investigated  in  every  direction.  He  asks  for  a 
supplementary  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  elucidating 
the  ritual  character  of  the  murder. 

In  the  event  of  this  part  of  the  petition  being 
rejected,  M.  Shmakoff  demands  that  seven  experts 
shall  be  summoned  to  prove  the  murder  to  have  been 
committed  for  religious  purposes.  The  witnesses  on 
whose  expert  opinion  he  relies  are  two  professors  of 
clerical  academies  and  five  foreign  anti-Semites.  He 
has  submitted  altogether  a  list  of  seventy-five  new 
witnesses,  including  Father  Sinkevitch,  the  editor  of 
that  violent  leaflet  the  Dvuglavy  Orel.  The  latter 
has  caused  grave  anxiety  to  the  Jews  of  Kieff,  who 
are  further  harassed  by  wholesale  expulsions,  in  spite 
of  tne  Governor's  assurances  that  they  had  nothing 
to  fear. 

Professor  Lulchitsky,  the  Deputy  for  Kieff,  is 
taking  advantage  of  the  Parliamentary  recess  to 
collect  materials  on  the  spot,  in  order  to  meet  the 
possibility  of  the  Nationalists'  interpellation  on  the 
Yuschinsky  case  coming  on  for  discussion  in  the 
Duma. 

The  Zcmschiiia,  being  apprehensive  that  Beilis  will 
be  arquitted,  is  throwing  out  suggestions  that  the 
jurymen  are  likely  to  be  bribed  by  the  Jews.  This 
proceeding  is  no  doubt  intended  eiiher  to  drive  the 
jury  to  a  verdict  of  guilty  through  fear  of  being 
suspected  of  corruption  or  to  discount  the  moral 
effect  of  an  acquittal. 

The  trial  of  Beilis  will  not  take  place  in  May,  as 
was  previously  contemplated,  and  may  not  even 
come  on  before  the  autumn. 


A    UNIVERSITY'S  DECLINE. 


The  Academists,  or  student-members  of  the  reac- 
tionary Union  of  the  Russian  People,  arc  awarded 
scholarships  at  Odessa  University  for  "patriotism." 
This  enables  them  to  dispense  with  both  industry 
and  ability,  and  is  not  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  University,  whose  fame  is  connected  with  the 
names  of  Metchnikoff  and  other  great  scientists  and 
scholais.  Under  the  "  Real  Russian "  regime  of 
General  Tolmatcheff  this  once  thriving  University 
has  declined  numerically  from  5,000  to  2,000 
students. 


THE    ARMENIAN  TRIAL. 

How   the    Prosecution  was  Engineered. 
FORGERY  FIASCO. 


[Kkom  Our  Own-  Cokkesi'ON'Ijent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  12th. 

As  briefly  reported  in  your  last  issue,  the  gigantic 
trial  of  the  members  of  the  Armenian  secret 
association  known  as  the  Dashnakzutiun,  which  had 
been  in  progress  for  months  before  the  highest 
court  in  the  Empire,  the  Senate,  has  now  concluded. 
This  wholesale  trial  (theie  were  no  fewer  than  157 
prisoners  in  the  dock)  *as  directed  not  so  much 
against  individual  persons  or  against  the  secret 
association  with  whose  name  it  was  associated,  as 
against  the  Armenian  people  as  a  whole. 

As  for  the  substance  of  this  unique  trial,  its  most 
singular  feature  is  the  fact  that  the  secret  associa- 
tion, which  was  originally  directed  not  against  the 
Russian  but  against  the  Turkish  Government,  wa- 
not  only  tolerated  but  frequently  encouraged  in 
Russia  up  to  the  revolutionary  period,  because  the 
Russian  Government  considered  it  useful  to  support 
the  Turkish  Armenians  against  their  own  Govern- 
ment. But  the  outbreak  of  the  revolution  resulted 
in  this  ready-made  secret  organisation  turning  it^ 
weapons  against  the  Russian  Government.  The 
change  was  determined,  as  admitted  in  the  indict- 
ment itself,  by  the  massacres  of  Armenians  at  Baku, 
to  which  was  quickly  added  the  anarchy  that  spread 
over  the  Caucasus.  In  these  revolutionary  years  the 
Dashnakzutiun  attained  an  unexpected  importance. 
In  many  places  its  local  Committees  were  virtually 
transformed  into  administrative  and  judicial  institu- 
tions, which  the  authorities  themselves  did  not  ven- 
ture to  ignore.  When  about  to  appoint  officers  to 
posts  in  the  police  or  other  services  they  would 
frequently  request  the  prominent  members  of  the 
Dashnaktzutiun  to  favour  them  with  their  opinion  on 
the  subject. 

Gradually,  however,  the  activity  of  the  Dashnak- 
zutiun assumed  a  more  and  more  Terrorist  character. 
By  order  of  the  Russian  Central  Committee  and  of 
various  local  organs  a  number  of  successful  exploits 
were  carried  out.  This  caused  a  deep  cleavage 
within  its  ranks,  and  resulted  in  its  extreme  or 
Terrorist  wing  leaving  the  association  and  passing 
over  to  the  Russian  Social  Revolutionary  party.  The 
remaining  members  resolved  to  join  the  Constitu- 
tional movement,  and  to  promote  its  policy  by 
peaceful  means. 

The  Examining  Magistrate's  Exploits. 

It  was  only  at  this  juncture  that  the  central  Gov- 
ernment made  up  its  mind  to  proceed  judicially 
against  the  association  by  way  of  revenge  for  the 
part  it  had  taken  in  the  revolution.  The  preliminary 
inquiry  was  entrusted  to  the  Examining  Magistrate 
Lyjin,  who  thought  fit  to  justify  the  confidence  of  the 
Government  by  endeavouring  to  involve  in  the  trial 
as  many  persons  as  possible,  without  being  particular 
as  to  the  means.  When  a  link  was  missing  in  the 
chain  of  evidence  he  would  supply  it  by  making  slight 
corrections  in  the  documents,  or  by  altering  the 
names  mentioned  therein.  He  also  made  very  free 
translations  of  the  Armenian  documents.  In  one 
case  even  the  signature  of  a  Public  Prosecutor,  who 
was  supposed  to  have  drawn  up  a  report  jointly  with 
Lyjin,  was  forged.  In  this  way  Lyjin  managed  to 
place  as  many  as  157  Armenians  in  the  dock. 

When  the  evidence  was  gone  through  these  strange 
tricks  could  not  escape  detection,  and  when  a  score 
of  clumsy  forgeries  had  been  established  in  court 
the  documents  objected  to  began  to  vanish  from  the 
files.  As  the  latter  were  in  the  keeping  of  the  same 
M.  Lyjin,  the  suspicion  naturally  arose  that  the 
mysterious  disappearance  of  the  documents  was  of 
his  doing.  The  Court  had  no  option  but  to  institute 
an  inquiry  against  the  Examining  Magistrate  him- 
self. The  counsel  for  the  defence  applied  for  an 
adjournment  for  the  purpose  of  supplementing  the 
preliminary  inquiry,  but  this  request  was  refused.  It 
looked  as  if  the  trial  was  fated  to  be  interrupted  all 
the  same,  as  one  of  the  judges,  Zvolansky,  fell  ill 
and  died  during  the  proceedings,  so  that  instead  of 
the  six  judges  demanded  by  law  only  live  remained. 
The  Minister  of  Justice  found  a  way  out,  however. 
He  hastily  summoned  a  full  sitting  of  the  Senate, 
which  explained  and  interpreted  the  law  in  the  sense 
that  the  sixth  judge  could  be  dispensed  with,  since 
his  participation  in  the  proceedings  had  no  visible 
purpose. 

In  spite  of  this  resolute  desire  to  bring  the  trial  to 
an  issue  at  any  cost,  the  intention  of  taking  revenge 
on  the  Armenian  people  was  not  realised,  or  only 
realised  to  a  very  slight  extent.  Of  the  157  accused 
as  many  as  ninety-four,  or  almost  two-thirds  of  the 
total,  were  acquitted — surely  a  poor  result  for  a  trial  • 
prepared  with  such  powerful  apparatus.  Of  the 
remainder,  twenty-one  were  sentenced  to  confine- 
ment in  a  fortress,  twenty-six  to  deportation  to  Siberia, 
and  only  four  to  penal  servitude. 
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THE  OKHRANA. 


I. 

The  recently  published  report  of  the  official 
investigation  into  the  Kieff  Okhrana,  or  political 
police,  and  the  grave  revelations  contained 
therein  concerning  the  assassination  of  M. 
Stolypin  and  the  extensive  misappropriation  of 
Government  funds,  open  up  a  wide  field  of 
inquiry  which  may  fittingly  be  entered  upon 
with  some  account  of  the  history  and  organisa- 
tion of  Russia's  most  disreputable,  most  irre- 
sponsible, and  most  powerful  institution. 

In  its  present  form  the  Okhrana  dates  from 
1881,  and,  like  the  notorious  May  Laws  which 
originated  in  the  same  year,  was  professedly 
intended  at  the  time  to  be  merely  a  temporary 
expedient,  demanded  by  the  sad  and  abnormal 
necessities  of  the  moment.  Like  the  May  Laws, 
it  is  still  flourishing  with  unimpaired — indeed, 
with  augmented — virulence.  Its  prototype  was 
the  Third  Section  of  his  Imperial  Majesty's  Own 
Chancellery  (briefly  designated  as  the  Third 
Section),  which  was  under  the  executive  control 
of  the  corps  of  gendarmerie.  Forming  a  network  of 
baneful  activity  throughout  the  Empire,  and  taking 
their  instructions  from  the  gendarmerie  head- 
quarters in  St.  Petersburg,  its  officials  acted 
independently  and  frequently  over  the  heads  of 
the  local  authorities,  setting  Governors  and  even 
Governors- General  at  defiance.  In  spite,  how- 
ever, of  its  evil  influence  and  of  its  irresponsi- 
bility to  the  ordinary  law,  the  powers  of  the 
Third  Section  were  limited  by  its  dependence  on 
the  orders  of  a  single  centre  and  its  subjection  to 
a  definite  control.  Under  Alexander  II.  a  bene- 
ficent scheme  of  more  or  less  general  reform 
was  elaborated,  but  before  it  could  be  put  into 
effect  that  monarch  was  assassinated,  and  his 
successor  made  little  or  no  attempt  to  carry  it 
out.  Changes  certainly  were  made  under 
Alexander  III.,  but  they  were  in  the  direction 
not  of  progress  but  of  reaction.  Ignatieff  saw 
in  the  political  police  the  readiest  instrument  for 
quelling  the  popular  disorders  to  which  the  oppres- 
sive regime  of  the  bureaucracy  had  given  rise  ; 
accordingly hedecidedonenlarging  its  powers.  On 
August  26th,  1881,  a  ukase  was  issued  proclaiming 
the  creation  of  a  more  efficient  Okhrana,  or  ser- 
vice for  the  protection  of  the  State.  By  the 
regulations  contained  in  this  decree  the  right  of 
arbitrary  arrest  and  deportation,  confiscation  and 
suppression  of  previously  authorised  publica- 
tions, and  dissolution  of  similarly  sanctioned 
associations  was  extended  to  all  the  local  autho- 
rities throughout  the  Empire  on  the  mere  pro- 
clamation that  any  district  was  placed  under 
conditions  of  ordinary,  increased,  or  extraordinary 
Okhrana  (i.e.,  protection). 

Evidently  the  reinforced  Okhrana  has  not  yet 
succeeded  in  its  professed  purpose  of  eradicating 
the  "  evil  tendencies  "  declared  to  be  prevalent 
at  the  time  of  its  inception.  Not  only  has  this 
temporary  measure  remained  in  force  for  over 
thirty  years, but  all  the  time  it  has  been  increasing 
in  extent  and  virulence.  The  area  of  its  operation  is 
now  practically  coterminous  with  the  Empire  itself, 
and  embraces  a  population  of  more  than  150 
millions.  If  the  authors  of  the  decree  of  1881 
really  imagined  that  its  provisions  would  soon 
be  rendered  superfluous  by  the  success  of  their 
operation,  they  did  not  realise  that  such  an 
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institution  could  only  live  by  what  it  fed  upon  ; 
that  is  to  say,  by  the  actual  or  pretended  exist- 
ence of  political  crime.  Few  public  institutions 
are  anxious  for  their  own  abolition,  and  least  of 
all  an  institution  which  is  based  on  the  very 
suspension  of  the  law,  and  whose  agents  can  only 
secure  promotion  and  the  unchecked  disposal 
and  appropriation  of  secret  funds  in  a  real  or 
imaginary  atmosphere  of  crime.  It  was,  there- 
fore, to  the  interest  of  the  Okhrana  agents  to 
justify  the  continuance  of  its  regime.  ■  In 
pursuance  of  this  object  they  persistently 
alarmed  their  superiors  by  painting  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  the  blackest  colours.  Indeed,  their 
superiors  would  frequently  insist  on  receiving 
the  most  terrifying  reports,  because  otherwise 
the  very  existence  of  the  legally  precarious  insti- 
tution might  have  been  jeopaixlised.  Every 
Governor  or  Prefect  would  declare  that  he  could 
not  guarantee  order  and  security  in  his  province 
unless  the  Okhrana  regime  were  continued.  The 
administration  of  other  localities  would  look  with 
envy  upon  their  privileged  fellows,  and  would 
represent  their  own  provinces  and  districts  as 
being  in  a  disturbed  condition,  and  requiring  the 
introduction  of  the  Okhrana  in  order  to  prevent 
actual  rebellion. 

The  almost  total  abolit.on  of  the  ordinary  law 
has  effectually  destroyeol  all  sense  of  legality 
among  the  Okhrana  and  other  officials,  and  has 
even  blunted  it  considerably  among  the  people  at 
large — a  fact  which  is  not  surprising  in  a  genera- 
tion that  has  grown  up  outside  the  operation  of 
the  regular  law.  The  minor  but  irresponsible 
officials  of  the  Okhrana  would  carry  on  a  thriv- 
ing trade  by  blackmailing  peaceful  citizens,  by 
the  threat  of  having  them  arrested  and  deported 
as  politically  "  unsound,"  or  by  guaranteeing 
immunity  to  malefactors  for  a  consideration,  if 
not  for  a  fixed  percentage  in  their  illicit  gains. 
But  mere  reports  of  political  criminality,  how- 
ever effective  they  may  appear,  are  not  sufficient 
in  themselves  to  procure  promotion  and,  more 
especially,  the  free  handling  of  secret  funds.  It 
has  therefore  been  found  necessary  not  only  to 
encourage  the  development  of  political  crimes 
and  to  keep  them  going,  but  also  to  originate 
them  in  the  absence  of  genuine  revolutionists 
and  terrorists.  This  has  opened  up  a  large  field 
of  activity,  consisting  in  the  systematic  provoca- 
tion of  revolutionary  or  terrorist  acts.  Of  this 
kind  of  work  some  notorious  instances  will  be 
given  in  a  subsequent  article. 


GOVERNMENT    LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

Impoverished  Natives. 


All  travellers  into  the  arctic  regions  of  Russia 
(writes  a  correspondent)  have  deplored  the  havoc 
wrought  by  the  trade  in  gin  amongst  the  hardy  natives 
of  the  barren  lands.  The  Russian  Government  also 
used  to  deplore  the  results,  but  contended  that  the 
traffic  in  spirits  was  beyond  their  control,  because 
the  merchants  could  purchase  of  the  distillers.  Now 
that  the  manufacture  of  vodka  has  become  a  State 
monopoly,  the  liquor  traffic  with  the  northern  tribes 
has  increased  so  much  that  the  mischief  done  is 
already  irreparable.  The  worst  sufferers  appear  to 
be  the  Yakuts,  already  decimated  by  drink  and  by 
the  famine  which  results  in  high  latitudes  from  the 
incapacity  of  drink-sodden  huntsmen  to  secure  the 
fish  and  meat  upon  which  the  tribes  depend  for 
existence.  Ravages  through  the  increased  drink 
traffic  are  also  observed  amongst  the  inhabitants  of 
Kamchatka,  and  further  south  amongst  the  Ilyaks, 
the  Gilyaks,  and  even  the  once  abstemious 
Osochones. 


[One  Penny. 


191    WORKMEN  KILLED. 


Wholesale  Massacre  of   Strikers  by 
Russian  Soldiery. 

FOUR   HUNDRED  CASUALTIES. 

An  appalling  official  outrage  is  reported  as  having 
taken  place  at  the  Lena  goldfields,  in  Eastern 
Siberia,  where  a  strike  has  been  in  progress  since 
about  the  middle  of  the  month. 

The  strike  originated  in  certain  grievances  which 
were  preferred  by  the  miners  and  disregarded  by 
the  company.  Among  other  things  the  workmen 
complained  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  regard- 
ing food  and  housing,  as  well  as  of  insufficient 
medical  attendance.  They  also  alleged  various 
infringements  of  contract  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
pany. The  latter  on  its  part  sued  the  workmen  for 
breach  of  contract,  and  won  their  case  before 
the  Justice  of  Peace,  the  decision  carrying  with  it 
the  eviction  of  the  workmen  from  the  company's 
premises,  which  they  refused  to  leave.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  disorders  the  local  garrison  was  in- 
creased from  Kirensk  and  Irkutsk,  and  from  the  latter 
town  the  Public  Prosecutor  and  Captain  Treschen- 
koff,  commanding  the  gendarmerie,  were  despatched. 

On  the  night  of  April  15th  ten  members  of  the 
strike  committee  were  arrested  and  conducted  to 
Bodaybo.  On  the  18th  the  Bar  Council  at  Irkutsk 
received  a  telegram  from  the  workmen  stating  that 
after  the  arrest  of  their  strike  committee  they  were 
advised  by  the  district  captain  to  make  representa- 
tions to  the  Public  Prosecutor  at  the  Nadejda  mine. 
On  their  way  there  they  met  the  district  engineer, 
Julchinsky,  whom  they  requested  to  announce  them 
to  the  Public  Prosecutor.  At  that  moment  they  were 
fired  upon  by  the  troops  without  any  warning,  and 
150  fell  dead,  while  over  250  were  wounded.  While 
the  latter  were  crawling  away  they  were  again  fired 
upon. 

According  to  a  Reuter  telegram  despatched  from 
Irkutsk  on  the  21st  it  is  officially  stated  that,  as  the 
result  of  the  firing  by  the  troops  on  the  workmen  at 
the  Lena  goldfields,  107  persons  were  shot  dead  on 
the  spot,  while  eighty-four,  who  were  wounded,  have 
since  died.  Besides  these  there  were  210  other  men 
wounded,  of  whom  eighty-one  were  only  slightly 
injured. 

The  Man  Who  Gave  the  Order. 

Another  message,  sent  from  St.  Petersburg  on 
Saturday,  states  : — 

The  Press  expresses  universal  indignation  directed 
equally  against  the  Government  authorities  and  the 
company.  It  dismisses  the  idea  that  the  workmen 
were  carrying  on  a  political  agitation,  and  describes 
their  economic  demands  as  reasonable.  The  men 
have  telegraphed  to  the  Siberian  deputies  in  the 
Duma,  asking  for  a  full  investigation  into  their 
grievances  and  the  events  of  the  fatal  day,  adding 
that  Captain  Treschenkoff,  commanding  the  gen- 
darmerie, who  ordered  the  soldiers  to  fire,  has  asked 
for  more  troops  from  Irkutsk,  and  for  the  declara- 
tion of  martial  law. 

Pending  the  interpellations  in  the  Duma  on  the 
Lena  goldfields  shooting  affair,  public  attention  is 
focussed  on  the  personality  of  Captain  Treschenkoff, 
commander  of  the  gendarmerie.  He  was  formerly 
an  official  of  the  Okhrana,  whom  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  Press  openly  charges  with  provoca- 
tion, recapitulating  his  career,  including  his  alleged 
co-operation  at  Zhitomir  during  the  disturbed  years 
with  Bogroff,  the  murderer  of  M.  Stolypin.  News- 
paper telegrams  affirm  that  Captain  Treschenkoff, 
who  arrived  in  the  goldfields  on  April  5th,  almost 
immediately  promulgated  threats  to  arrest  or  shoot 
recalcitrant  workmen. 


ARMENIAN    TRIAL  FORGERIES. 

In  connection  with  the  forgeries  discovered  in  the 
course  of  the  recent  trial  of  over  150  Armenians,  it 
is  stated  that  several  officials  are  to  be  prosecuted  for 
their  negligence  by  which  the  commission  of  forgeries 
in  the  documents  was  made  possible.  The  accused 
include  the  Examining  Magistrates,  Lyjin  and 
Platonoff,  the  translator,  Nadiradze,  and  the  Assistant 
Public  Prosecutor,  Aksakoft,  who  framed  the  indict- 
ment against  the  accused. 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 
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RUSSIANS    IN    G  ALICIA. 

Another    Reply    to    Count  Bobrinsky's 
Allegations. 


RUSSIFIERS    AND  SPIES. 


[From  our  Own  Correspondent.] 

Cracow,  April  i8th. 

Count  Bobrinsky's  letter  to  the  Times,  in  which  he 
complains  bitterly  of  the  terrible  persecution  meted 
out  to  the  Russian  population  in  (ialicia,  and  states 
that  the  Orthodox  clergy  are  being  imprisoned,  and 
so  forth,  is  nothing  but  a  misleading  manceuvre, 
designed  to  cover  up  the  work  of  disorganisation 
carried  on  in  Galicia  by  Count  Bobrinsky  and  the 
Russian  Government. 

Being  a  native  of  Eastern  Galicia,  where  the  alleged 
acts  described  in  the  Times  are  located,  I  am  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  the  conditions  of  the  country 
and  am  able  to  give  an  authentic  account  of  the 
situation. 

First  of  all,  there  is  no  Russian  population  in 
Galicia.  There  are  over  3  million  inhabitants  there, 
belonging  to  the  Little  Russian  nation,  of  which  there 
are  about  30  millions  living  in  Russia  ;  the  latter  have 
recently  called  themselves  Ukrainians,  with  the  sole 
purpose  of  accentuating  their  distinctive  character 
and  national  exclusiveness.  This  nation  differs  in 
every  way  from  the  Russian  nation,  having  its  own 
political  traditions  and  aspirations,  its  own  customs, 
language,  and  culture.  It  is,  of  course,  held  in 
severe  repression  by  its  Russian  taskmasters,  and  its 
national  development  is  constantly  paralysed. 

In  Galicia  the  Little  Russians  are  also  engaged  in  a 
struggle  against  the  Poles,  without,  however,  being 
i  mpeded  in  their  cultural  development  :  they  have 
schools,  Chairs  at  the  University  in  Lemberg,  and 
occupy  high  places  in  every  sphere  of  public  life. 

The  Conversionist  Campaign. 

.Religion  also  forms  a  quite  insurmountable  barrier 
between  Russians  and  Little  Russians,  the  latter 
belonging  to  the  old  Greek  Church,  which  acknow- 
ledges the  supremacy  of  the  Holy  Father,  while 
Russians  depend  in  religious  matters  on  the  authority 
of  the  Tsar. 

For  a  long  time  Russian  policy  has  been  aiming  at 
the  detachment  of  East  Galicia,  with  the  object  of 
uniting  and  Russianising  all  the  Little  Russians. 
This  done,  it  would  be  easier  to  get  rid  of  the  for- 
midable phantom  of  a  people  awakening  to  a  self- 
conscious  political  existence.  At  the  outset  the 
Government  has  occupied  itself  with  preparatory 
work,  which  consists  in  flooding  East  Galicia  with 
Russian  emissaries,  intrusted  with  the  task  of  trans- 
forming Little  Russians  into  Russians  and  converting 
them  to  the  Orthodox  Russian  Church. 

The  most  effective  means  in  this  holy  campaign  of 
conversion  have  been  found  in  the  "  wandering 
rouble."  At  a  recent  sitting  of  the  Duma  Deputy 
Bulat  brought  in  an  interpellation,  asking  why  the 
Government  refused  to  present  the  accounts  for  the 
sum  of  400,000  roubles  destined  for  agitation  purposes 
in  Galicia.  The  Government,  however,  preferred  to 
keep  this  matter  from  public  discussion,  lest  it  should 
be  forced  to  explain  in  what  manner,  and  through 
whom,  it  is  manufacturing  Russians  in  Galicia. 

Austrophobia 

This  process  is  kept  in  full  swing  in  some  way  or 
other.  Count  Bobrinsky  himself  was  a  brave  pro- 
moter of  the  movement,  issuing  in  Lemberg  a  news- 
paper, the  Ptikarpclskeie  Rus,  whose  function  was  to 
spread  Russianising  ideas  in  Austria.  Another  mani- 
festation of  the  same  policy  is  to  be  found  in  the 
establishment  of  boarding-schools  for  poor  Ukrainian 
children,  who  are  brought  up  in  the  Russian 
nationalistic  spirit  ;  while  excursions  to  the  famous 
monasteries  in  Kieff  and  Potchayeff  are  organised 
for  the  peasants  at  the  expense  of  the  Russian 
Government,  at  which  the  Orthodox  monks  grasp 
the  opportunity  to  imbue  the  "pious  pilgrims"  with 
a  "  Black- Hundred  "  spirit  and  a  fanatical  hatred  of 
Austria,  where  pogroms  are  unknown.  But  the 
Government  is  not  satisfied  with  these  results  ;  the 
greater  part  of  its  emissaries  must  also  act  as  military 
and  gather  the  necessary  material  for  use  in 
the  future  war  with  Austria  and  the  conquest  of  East 
Galicia.  This  system  of  Russian  espionage  is  con- 
stantly being  exposed  by  Court  trials,  founded  011 
such  charge-  as  drawing  plans  of  fortresses  and  mili- 
tary depots,  and  extracting  important  secrets  of 
Austrian  mobilisation  by  means  of  bribery.  In  the 
Kit  of  these  agitators  are  high  officials,  while  many 
of  the  Government  agents  are  disguised  as  Orthodox 
priests. 

I  have  mentioned  that  in  Galicia  there  are  no 
Russians  belonging  to  the  Orthodox  Church,  but 
Little  Russians,  who  profess  the  Greek  Catholic  faith. 
A  handful  of  Russians  constitute  a  separate  com- 
munity with  their  own  parish  in  Lemberg  and  a 


pope,  and  there  they  enjoy  an  undisturbed  existence. 
But  here  and  there  an  agitator  in  the  disguise  of  a 
Russian  priest  appears  in  a  village,  and  tries  to  per- 
suade the  population  to  shake  off  their  nationality 
and  religion  and  to  commit  high  treason  against 
Austria.  Sometimes  these  agitators  also  kidnap  chil- 
dren, whom  they  afterwards  conceal  in  some  distant 
part  of  Russia ;  the  parents  must  then  invoke  legal 
assistance  to  get  them  back.  No  wonder  that  the 
local  authorities,  seeing  this  political  agitation  carried 
on  under  the  cloak  of  religion,  are  compelled  to 
interfere.  But  I  am  able  to  refute  Count  Bobrinsky's 
stories  of  the  entire  Russian  clergy  being  imprisoned, 
by  stating,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  in  the  whole 
country  two  popes,  named  Hudymaand  Sandoreych, 
are  kept  in  prison  on  a  charge  of  espionage. 

Dangerous  Activity. 

It  must  further  be  added  that  the  Russian  agitators 
have  chosen  for  the  scene  of  their  operations  the 
frontier  district  between  Austria  and  Russia.  What 
Government  in  the  world  would  allow  such  dangerous 
activity  on  its  frontiers,  especially  in  these  menacing 
times  ?  Russian  prisoners  in  Galicia  have  their  cases 
legally  investigated,  and  are  judged  by  independent 
Courts,  not  by  administrative  authorities  as  in  Russia ; 
all  exceptional  treatment  is,  therefore,  excluded. 

Count  Bobrinsky  calls  upon  Englishmen  to  visit 
Galicia,  and  convince  themselves  of  "Russia's 
wrongs."  We  all,  citizens  of  Galicia,  can  but  most 
fervently  echo  this  entreaty.  We  have  nothing  to 
hide.  Whoever  wishes  to  become  acquainted  with 
the  situation  will  soon  be  convinced  that  the  Little 
Russians  in  Galicia  have  the  desire  to  be  neither 
Russians  nor  Orthodox,  and  they  would  feel  quite 
happy  if  the  Russian  Government  and  Count 
Bobrinsky  were  to  grant  their  brethren  in  Russia  a 
small  part  of  those  privileges  which  they  are  enjoying 
in  Galicia.  Let  the  invited  English  visitors  make  an 
excursion  over  the  Austrian  frontier  and  see  how  a 
politician,  addressing  his  words  to  England  in  the 
name  of  national  and  religious  liberty,  in  his  own 
country  refuses  in  the  most  barbaric  fashion  to  grant 
elementary  national  rights  to  thirty  millions  of  Little 
Russians,  who  claim  the  privilege  of  saving  them- 
selves from  an  enforced  russification. 


THE   MINISTER   OF  WAR. 


Divorce    Scandal   to    be  Officially 
Investigated. 

The  Minister  of  War,  General  Sukhomlinoff,  is 
expected  to  retire  shortly.  He  is  at  present  accom- 
panying M.  Krivoshein,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
on  his  tour  through  Turkestan.  General  Sukhom- 
linoff's  position  was  gravely  shaken  by  the  recent 
debate  on  the  Synod  estimates  in  the  Duma.  On  that 
occasion  Dr.  Rozanoff  blamed  the  Synod  for  having 
illegally  granted  a  divorce  to  Mme.  Butovitch,  in 
whom  a  highly  placed  person  was  interested.  This 
person  was  the  Minister  of  War,  who  is  now  married 
to  the  divorced  lady. 

The  publicity  given  to  the  matter  through  the 
Duma  debate  has  proved  more  powerful  than  all  the 
protests  of  the  wronged  husband.  The  Public  Pro- 
secutor has  accordingly  ordered  one  of  the  Examining 
Magistrates  at  Kieff  to  open  an  inquiry  into  the 
allegations  of  perjury  made  against  the  witnesses  in 
the  divorce  proceedings. 


THE    "SPOILS"  SYSTEM. 
Successful  Demands  of  the  Nationalists. 

The  Nationalist  Union  is  only  limiting  its  attach- 
ment to  the  principle  of  Autocracy  by  the  demand 
for  one  Constitutional  guarantee — namely,  that  its 
members  shall  be  selected  for  all  lucrative  official 
appointments.  The  Union  finds  a  willing  tool  in  the 
Minister  of  Communications,  M.  Rukhloff.  He  has 
lately  submitted  to  it  a  list  of  candidates  who  are  to 
replace  the  Polish  employees  at  present  working  on 
the  Polish  railways  recently  purchased  by  the  State. 
The  Nationalists  have  returned  the  list  to  the  Minister 
with  the  remark  :  "  List  approved." 

They  have  also  passed  a  resolution  to  send  out  a 
circular  to  all  Ministers  and  Governors,  demanding 
that,  like  M.  Rukhloff,  they  shall  submit  the  names  of 
all  candidates  for  appointments  to  the  Union  for  its 
approval.  They  rejected,  however,  a  motion  to 
demand  the  previous  approval  of  the  Nationalist 
Club  for  nominations  to  Ministerial  posts,  on  the 
ground  that  Ministers  are  appointed  by  the  Emperor 
himself. 


The  police  at  Kieff  have  forbidden  cinematograph 
proprietors  to  exhibit  the  funeral  procession  of  Dr. 
Mandelstamm,  the  famous  Jewish  physician,  who 
recently  died  at  Kieff,  and  who 'was  honoured  alike 
by  Jews  and  by  Christians. 


M.    KOKOVTSOFFS  OPTIMISM 

What  He  Said  and  What  He  Did  Not 
Say  at  Moscow. 

[FROM  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  PETERSBURG,  April  iXth. 

The  political  calm  that  is  customary  at  Easter- 
tide is  approaching  its  termination.  The  speech 
made  by  the  Premier  yesterday  to  the  Moscow 
financiers  was  evidently  intended  to  placate  and  to 
reassure,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Duma  members  who 
feel  uneasy  at  the  prospects  of  the  elections  to  the 
fourth  Duma.  M.  Kokovtsoff  declared  that,  without 
knowing  what  the  composition  of  the  next  Duma 
would  be,  he  ardently  hoped  that  it  would  resemble 
the  third  in  every  particular. 

To  all  appearances  the  Premier  wished  by  this 
declaration  to  correct  the  mistake  made  by  Stclypin 
in  treating  the  Duma  with  a  haughty  lack  of  con- 
sideration. M.  Kokovtsoff  is  rather  inclined  to  exag- 
gerate the  merits  and  successes  of  the  third  Duma 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  supporting  the  Government 
parties  in  the  electoral  struggle  against  the  parties  of 
the  Opposition.  He  is  even  anxious  to  clear  it  from 
the  reproach  levelled  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Mo-cow 
Exchange  Committee,  M.  Krestovnikoff,  that  it  has 
shown  scant  consideration,  if  any,  for  industrial  and 
commercial  interests.  The  time  at  the  disposal  of 
the  third  Duma,  said  M.  Kokovtsoff,  was  too  short, 
whereas  the  fourth  Duma  would  devote  its  attention 
chiefly  to  economic  question;.  Its  main  work  would 
be  the  revision  of  commercial  treaties,  and  the 
Government  would  be  glad  to  obtain  for  it  the  assist- 
ance of  the  commercial  classes,  though  the  merchants 
had  no  reason,  even  as  it  was,  to  complain  of  insuffi- 
cient consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
Nobody  could  allege  that  the  Government  had  refused 
credit  to  sound  enterprises.  It  was  willing  to  con- 
tinue to  promote  and  support  not  only  Russian 
industry,  but  also  the  interests  of  the  Russian  pur- 
chaser. 

M.  Kokovtsoff  is  a  convinced  optimist,  and  he 
would  like  others  as  well  to  look  at  the  world  through 
his  rose-tinted  spectacles.  This  accounts  for  his 
familiar  verbosity.  For  the  same  reason  he  merely 
spoke  of  his  desires  and  not  of  his  expectations, 
because  the  latter  are  much  less  optimistic. 

The  Premier's  Omissions. 

The  meaning  of  the  Premier's  speech  may  be 
pithily  summarised  in  the  principle  announced  in 
times  gone  by  in  another  country,  "  Tranquillity  is 
the  first  duty  of  the  State."  M.  Kokovtsoff  forgot  to 
add,  however,  that  Russia  is  blessed  not  only  with 
splendid  finances,  and  savings-banks  with  ever- 
increasing  deposits,  but  also  with  several  millions  of 
starving  peasants.  He  omitted  to  mention  the  grave 
mistakes  committed  by  the  Government  in  this 
matter.  He  said  nothing  about  the  prohibition  of 
collections  for  the  destitute  peasants  and  of  soup- 
kitchens  for  their  starving  children.  Nor  did  he 
refer  to  the  delay  of  the  Government  in  granting  the 
required  State  aid,  so  that  millions  of  peasants  have 
lost  their  cattle. 

Nor  did  he  breathe  a  word  about  many  other 
things  which  render  it  difficult  to  preach  tranquillity 
in  Russia.  He  did  not  refer  to  the  unlimited  arbi- 
trary rule  of  the  provincial  Governors,  whom  even 
the  late  M.  Stolypin  used  to  describe  as  notorious 
fools  ;  to  the  Court  intrigues  and  the  continual 
encroachments  of  the  Government  ;  to  the  excep- 
tional laws ;  to  the  unremitting  muzzling  of  the 
Press  ;  and  to  many  other  things  which  darken  the 
life  of  a  Russian  citizen,  even  when  one  is  neither 
a  Jew  nor  a  Finn,  against  whom  the  Government  is 
waging  a  permanent  war. 

M.  Kokovtsoff  desires  tranquillity  ;  but  he  has  no 
platform  upon  which  the  various  classes  of  the 
people  and  society  might  unite,  or  any  means  for 
obtaining  it.  Nor  does  he  point  out  any  path  to 
real  tranquillity,  without  the  enforcement  of  excep- 
tional laws.  This  is  the  weak  side  of  the  attitude  he 
adopted  before  the  merchants  of  Moscow. 

He  knows  a  sure  method  of  appeasing  Stolypin's 
old  and  crafty  reactionary  adversary,  M.  Durnovo, 
and  instead  of  turning  him  out  of  the  Council  of 
State,  as  his  predecessor  did,  he  presents  him  with  a 
high  decoration.  But  for  poor  Russia  he  has 
nothing. 

Trexk. 


According  to  Prince  Kropotkin,  the  most  cautious 
estimates  put  the  population  actually  starving  as  the 
result  of  the  famine  at  from  15,000,000  to  20,000,000 
persons. 

The  Holy  Synod  has  ordered  the  immediate 
dismissal  from  his  chair,  as  well  as  from  any  service 
in  the  Church,  of  M.  Exemplarsky,  Professor  of 
Moral  Theology  at  the  Kieff  Clergy  School.  This  is 
by  way  of  punishment  for  Professor  Exemplarskv  s 
sympathy  with  the  late  Count  Tolstoy,  whom  he  has 
dared  to  describe  as  "  a  living  rebuke  to  our  Christian 
life  and  an  elevator  of  the  Christian  conscience." 
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NOTES. 


The   Premier's  Hopes. 

M.  Kokovtsoff  appears  to  have  become  con- 
verted into  a  champion  of  the  Duma,  of  which  he 
was  at  one  time  so  determined  an  opponent.  His 
■eulogy  of  that  institution,  contained  in  a  speech 
he  delivered  last  Wednesday  in  Moscow,  is 
amusing  enough  to  those  who  remember  his 
attitude  in  the  past ;  at  the  same  time  it  is 
highly  symptomatic  of  what  is  happening  in 
Russia  to-day.  Throughout  the  existence  of  the 
third  Duma  even  the  most  extreme  reactionaries 
have  not  troubled  to  lift  up  their  voice  against 
that  precious  instrument  of  "  representative " 
government.  The  fact  is  that  the  third  Duma  has 
exceeded  even  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of 
those  who  gloated  over  the  corpses  of  its  two  pre- 
decessors. It  has  never  caused  the  Government 
any  real  trouble,  and  by  its  obliging  docility  it 
has  enabled  the  bureaucracy  to  rule  Russia  just 
as  it  did  in  the  good  old  days  of  a  naked  and 
unashamed  Absolutism,  while  at  the  same  time 
removing  the  odium  attaching  thereto  in  certain 
quarters.  That  is  why  in  his  Moscow  speech  the 
Premier  expressed  the  fervent  hope  that  the  fourth 
Duma  would  "  follow  the  third  in  every  way." 
Well,  the  elections  that  are  to  take  place  in 
the  autumn  will  determine  the  fate  of  that  pious 
desire ;  but  if  the  indications  that  have  already 
been  observed  in  the  constituencies  are  to  be 
trusted,  it  is  just  possible  that  M.  Kokovtsoff 
will  be  a  disappointed  man. 


An  Official  Massacre. 

Official  savagery  and  reckless  disregard  for 
human  life  have  seldom  gone  further,  even  in 
Russia,  than  in  the  terrible  affair  at  the  Lena 
Goldfields,  in  Eastern  Siberia,  which  is  reported 
this  week.  A  strike  was  in  progress  in  conse- 
quence of  the  refusal  of  the  company  officials  to 
comply  with  certain  demands  put  forward  by  the 
men.  It  is  beside  the  point  to  inquire  into  the 
legitimacy  of  these  demands,  although  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  they  were  partly  based  on  allega- 
tions of  undesirable  conditions  with  regard  to  food, 
housing  accommodation,  and  medical  attendance. 
Whatever  the  justification  for  the  strike  may 
have  been,  nothing  can  palliate  the  action  of  the 
soldiery  and  gendarmerie.  A  large  crowd  of 
strikers  was  fired  upon,  with  the  result,  accord- 
ing to  the  official  statement,  that  191  persons 
were  either  killed  on  the  spot  or  died  later  from 
their  injuries,  while  210  more  were  wounded. 
Some  of  the  wounded  men,  it  is  alleged,  were 
shot  while  crawling  to  shelter.  The  commander 
of  the  gendarmerie,  Captain  Treschenkoff,  a 
former  agent  provocateur  in  the  employ  of  the 
Okhrana,  has  asked  for  more  troops  and  for  the 
declaration  of  martial  law. 


The  Government's  Guilt. 

Throughout  Russia  a  wave  of  horror  at  this 
official  massacre  has  spread  among  all  classes 
and  parties,  and  the  Government  authorities  and 


the  company  that  directs  the  goldfields  are  alike 
being  made  the  objects  of  a  fusillade  of  popular 
indignation.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Duma, 
in  which  an  interpellation  on  the  affair  has  been 
introduced,  will  insist  on  a  full  and  searching 
inquiry  being  made,  and  that  those  who  were 
responsible  for  the  atrocity  will  have  their  guilt 
brought  home  to  them  in  no  uncertain  fashion. 
But,  while  we  express  this  hope,  we  must  confess 
to  no  very  confident  expectation  that  it  will  be 
realised.  Russian  justice,  as  a  rule,  reserves  its 
energy  for  the  unofficial  classes.  Against  the 
countless  hordes  of  criminals  who  are  employed 
by  the  Administration  it  proceeds  very  reluc- 
tantly and  half-heartedly,  and  seldom,  even 
when  the  worst  outrages  have  been  com- 
mitted, is  a  sentence  awarded  to  the  guilty 
parties  that  is  calculated  effectively  to  deter 
others  from  indulging  in  similar  excesses. 
That  is  in  a  large  measure  the  cause  of  the 
appalling  acts  of  inhumanity  by  which  the  public 
services  in  Russia  are  incessantly  being  disgraced. 
Officials  are  set  the  worst  possible  examples,  and 
those  who  set  them  do  so  practically  with 
impunity.  The  Government  further  appears  to 
make  a  practice  of  filling  the  most  responsible 
posts  with  men  who  are  known  to  be  of  the  worst 
character,  and  thus  renders  outrages  such  as  that 
committed  at  the  Lena  goldfields  still  more 
inevitable.  It  is  the  Tsar's  Ministers  on  whom 
the  burden  of  guilt  must  primarily  rest. 


The  Campaign  in  Galicia. 

Our  correspondent  in  Cracow  furnishes  us 
with  a  striking  confirmation  and  amplification 
of  the  remarks  made  in  our  last  issue  on  Count 
Bobrinsky's  letter  to  the  Times.  Not  only  does 
he  refute  in  convincing  fashion  the  allegation 
that  those  who  profess  <the  Russian  Orthodox 
faith  in  Galicia  are  subjected  to  persecution,  but 
he  throws  a  searching  light  upon  the  nature  of 
the  campaign  in  that  country  in  which  the 
agents  of  the  Russian  Government  have  been, 
and  still  are,  engaged.  For  a  considerable  time 
the  idea  of  russianising  and,  if  possible,  detach- 
ing the  eastern  part  of  Galicia  has  been 
cherished  in  St.  Petersburg,  and  on  this  object 
large  sums  of  money,  of  which  no  account  has 
been  rendered,  have  been  spent.  Strenuous,  but 
mostly  futile,  attempts  at  the  conversion  of  the 
Little  Russians  from  the  Greek  Catholic  to  the 
Oithodox  Church  have  been  made,  and  in  this 
process  the  "  wandering  rouble  "  has  played  a 
leading  part.  Endeavours  have  at  the  same 
time  been  made  to  sow  in  Galicia  a  spirit  of 
treason  against  Austria,  and  the  Russian  agents 
have  even  combined  with  their  work  of  russifi- 
cation  and  conversion  the  duties  of  military 
spies.  No  wonder  that  the  Austrian  Govern- 
ment has  taken  stern  measures  to  rid  itself  of 
this  pernicious  agitation,  and  no  wonder  that 
Count  Bobrinsky,  seeing  the  complete  failure  of 
the  movement  in  which  he  took  an  important 
share,  comes  forward  with  his  hypocritical  out- 
burst and  his  unfounded  accusations. 


Bobrinsky  in  Little  Russia. 

Meanwhile  Count  Bobrinsky,  ousted  from 
Galicia,  is  indulging  in  a  characteristically 
violent  electioneering  campaign  in  the  Russian 
Ukraine,  whose  Little  Russian  inhabitants 
suffer  from  exactly  the  same  oppression  and  per- 
secution as  he  alleges  to  be  meted  out  to  the 
imaginary  Orthodox  Russians  in  Galicia.  In 
Kieff  he  has  been  urging  the  members  of  the 
"  Black  Hundred  "  organisations  to  join  in  a 
common  attack  against  the  Jews,  the  Mazep- 
panites,  and  the  Poles."  LTkrainians  are  being 
accused  of  treasonable  activity,  and  probable 
Duma  candidates  belonging  to  the  Opposition 
are  being  assailed  with  fierce  denunciations.  In 
some  cases  they  are  being  prosecuted  on  trumped- 
up  charges  in  order  to  keep  them  out  of  the  field 


during  the  elections.  All  this,  and  worse  than 
this,  is  going  on  in  Little  Russia  at  the  very 
moment  when  Count  Bobrinsky  is  writing  to  the 
Times  and  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  British 
public  that  his  own  compatriots  and  co-religionists 
in  Galicia,  who  are  all  paid  agitators  in  the 
service  of  the  Russian  Government,  are  being 
subjected  to  persecution.  The  whole  affair  is  a 
marvel  of  impudent  fabrication. 


The  Outrage  at  Meshed. 

In   the   House    of   Commons  last  week  Mr. 
Morrell  put  some    searching  questions  to  the 
Foreign  Secretary  with  reference  to  the  recent 
bombardment  by  Russian  troops  of  the  shrine  at 
Meshed,  one  of  the  holiest  places  in  Persia.  It 
is  alleged  that  in  the  course  of  this  operation 
many  pilgrims  were  killed  and  injured ;  that  the 
mosque  itself  was  almost  destroyed,    its  gold 
dome  demolished,  and  its  courtyards  turned  into 
stables ;  and  that  the  keeper  of  the  shrine  was 
arrested  by  the  Russian  Consul-General.  Mr. 
Acland,  who  replied  for  Sir  Edward  Grey,  was 
somewhat  non-committal,  but  his  answer  clearly 
indicates  that   the   report  circulated  after  the 
bombardment,  to  the  effect  that   the  Russian 
troops  had  shown  every  consideration  for  the 
occupants  of  the  shrine  and  that   their  com- 
mander was  actually  thanked  by  the  chief  priest 
for  his  forbearance,  is  of  a  singularly  mendacious 
character.    According  to  Mr.  Acland's  informa- 
tion, thirty-nine  persons  were  killed  and  twenty- 
six   wounded,  and  "  it  is  not  clear  how  many 
of  these    were  pilgrims  and  how    many  were 
agitators."    With  regard   to    the    rest   of  the 
allegations  the  Foreign  Office  had  no  informa- 
tion, except  that  both  the  mosque  and  dome  were 
struck  by  shell-fire  and  that  the  Persian  Foreign 
Minister  had  complained  of  horses  being  brought 
into  the  shrine.    But  even  this  cautious  state- 
ment removes  any  doubt  that  the  Russian  troops 
have  been  guilty  of  another  act  of  savagery  and 
provocation,  and  that  at  Meshed  they  outraged 
the  deepest  religious  feelings  of  Mohammedans 
as  effectively  as  they  did  earlier  in  the  year  at 
Tabriz,  when  they  chose  the  holiest  day  in  the 
Persian  calendar  for  the  summary  execution  of 
the  highest  ecclesiastic  in  the  land.    We  trust 
that  the   British  Consul's  full  report  on  these 
proceedings  which  has  been  promised  will  be 
published  without  delay. 


The  Pen  and  the  Sword. 

The  province  of  Tamboff  is  blessed  with  a 
Governor  who  is  possessed  of  literary  ambitions. 
His  name  is  Muratoff,  and  he  has  been  moved  to 
write  a  pamphlet  on  the  stirring  events  of  1812. 
Sad  to  relate,  however,  the  people  of  Tamboff 
are  so  deficient  in  public  spirit  and  in  apprecia- 
tion of  their  Governor's  genius  that  they  neg- 
lected to  purchase  copies  of  this  inspired  work. 
Obviously  Tamboff  had  to  be  dealt  with  sternly 
for  its  own  good,  and,  besides,  there  was  all  this 
congestion  of  pamphlets,  representing  a  dead  loss 
to  the  Governor  and  his  publisher.  M.  Muratoff 
decided  that  the  policeman's  sword  is  mightier 
than  the  pen,  and  gave  orders  to  his  myrmidons 
that  the  local  booksellers  were  to  be  forced 
to  take  each  a  certain  number  of  copies, 
for  which  they  were  to  pay  in  cash  and  which 
they  were  to  circulate  as  best  they  could.  The 
central  authorities  got  to  hear  of  this  dumping 
procedure,  and  objected  ;  whereupon  the  Gover- 
nor once  more  sent  his  police  agents  round  to  the 
booksellers,  ordering  them  to  sign  a  declaration 
to  the  effect  that  they  had  purchased  the 
pamphlets  of  their  own  free  will  and  not  under 
official  coercion.  But  in  St.  Petersburg  they 
were  still  unsatisfied,  and  now  the  Governor  has 
had  to  circularise  the  booksellers,  offering  to 
return  them  the  money  extracted  from  them  by 
the  police  canvassers.  We  imagine  that  for  a 
time  M.  Muratoff  will  give  his  pen  a  rest. 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


A  POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 

Official  Repression  of  Electioneering 
Activity. 

A   "  SWEATED  "  PROVINCE. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.-] 

Russia  is  now  entering  on  the  period  of  the  Duma 
elections.  Entire  provinces  are  ringing  with  reports 
of  opposing  parties,  candidates,  and  their  programmes. 
Only  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  is  wrapped  in  a  deep 
silence.  This  phenomenon  may  partly  be  explained 
by  the  general  apathy  arising  from  an  extreme  dis- 
trust of  the  Duma,  which  has  in  many  respects 
proved  more  injurious  to  the  Poles  than  the  old 
unmasked  Absolutism.  Chiefly,  however,  it  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  exceptional  regime  of  repression 
instituted  by  the  Government.  Throughout  the  vast 
Empire  public  meetings  are  being  arranged  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  the  electioneering  campaign  ; 
in  Poland  such  things  are  not  to  be  dreamt  of.  Polish 
deputies  are  not  allowed  to  hold  conferences  with 
their  supporters  ;  being  continually  under  police 
surveillance,  they  are  not  even  permitted  to  pro- 
nounce their  opinions  before  a  legalised  public  body, 
since  a  circular  issued  by  the  Governor-General  of 
Warsaw  threatens  with  immediate  extinction  every 
institution  found  guilty  of  having  tolerated  any 
discussion  on  the  Duma  or  the  Council  of  State.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  number  of  Polish  deputies 
has  already  been  illegally  reduced  to  half  its  former 
strength  ;  now  the  remaining  handful  are  being 
paralysed  by  the  Government.  Apart  from  the 
reactionary  character  of  Russian  policy  there  are 
other  special  reasons  which  create  this  intolerable 
state  of  affairs. 

Exploiting  Poland. 

The  Kingdom  of  Poland,  one  of  the  provinces  in 
which  culture  has  reached  its  highest  level,  is  being 
exploited  in  the  most  destructive  fashion  by  Russia, 
which  is  inferior  both  in  its  economic  and  in  its 
general  development.  A  Polish  Deputy,  M.Grabski, 
recently  delivered  a  notable  speech  on  this  subject 
in  the  Duma,  without  receiving  a  word  of  reply  from 
an}r  Russian  deputy,  because  his  whole  material  was 
based  on  easily  available  statistics.  According  to 
M.  Grabski's  statements,  Poland  is  one  of  the  most 
neglected  districts  of  the  Empire  as  regards  State 
expenditure  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  profits 
which  Russia  draws  from  this  province  considerably 
exceed  the  revenues  of  most  other  districts.  While 
in  1910  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  revenues  from 
ten  governments  of  the  Kingdom  amounted  to  210 
million  roubles,  and  those  from  all  the  other  pro- 
vinces together  to  the  comparatively  small  sum  of 
1.765  million  roubles,  the  expenditure  on  Poland 
amounted  to  141  million  roubles,  and  on  the  other 
provinces  to  1,644  million  roubles.  The  calculations 
for  the  last  three  years  show  that  the  Polish  revenues 
have  increased  by  21  per  cent.,  and  those  from  other 
governments  by  only  11  per  cent.  In  the  same 
period  the  expenditure  on  Poland  has  been  reduced, 
while  elsewhere  it  has  been  raised  4  per  cent. 

The  disproportionately  large  sum  extracted  from 
Poland  may  be  explained  by  the  terribly  heavy 
burden  of  direct  taxation  imposed  on  all  immovables 
and  the  ridiculously  small  expenditure  assigned  for 
this  country.  In  1910  the  fifty  governments  of 
European  Russia  received  51  million  roubles  for 
educational  purposes,  but  of  this  amount  the  share 
allotted  to  ten  Polish  governments  did  not  exceed 
3  millions.  The  same  unequal  system  is  in  evidence 
in  the  treatment  of  philanthropic  institutions, 
medical  aid,  and  so  forth. 

Wholesale  Dismissal  of  Polish  Employees. 

This  disgraceful  policy  of  t xploitation  takes  other 
forms.  Newly-published  statistics  prove  how  syste- 
matically Poles  are  dismissed  from  scholastic  posts. 
Warsaw  has  recently  been  equipped  with  new  Hoard 
and  technical  schools.  In  these  Polish  institutions, 
supported  by  municipal  funds,  not  one-fifth  of  the 
teaching  staff  are  Poles,  who  are  in  most  cases 
tolerated  only  in  the  primary  schools  ;  the  lucrative 
posts,  paid  with  Polish  money,  are,  with  rare  excep- 
tions, occupied  by  Russians. 

Other  spheres  of  public  life  wear  a  similar  aspect 
of  desolation.  In  spite  of  M.  Kokovtsoff's  solemn 
prorni-.f;-,  over  six  hundred  employees  have  already 
been  dismissed  from  the  Warsaw-Vienna  Railway, 
and  the  rest  are  in  constant  dread  of  the  same  fate 
being  sooner  or  later  allotted  to  them.  Thousands 
of  Polish  families  are  faced  with  the  prospect  of 
being  reduced  to  beggary,  since  the  Government  has 
decided  on  the  dismissal  of  12,000  employees. 

Brigandage  and  Abduction. 

Having  usurped  the  whole  power,  the  bureau- 
cracy does  not  even  secure  the  life  and  property  of 
the  citizens.  Brigandage,  which  is  kept  in  full 
swing  through  the  secret  understanding  between  the 
robbers  and  the  police,  has  lately  assumed  form-,  that 
pass  all  comprehension.    In  Warsaw  there  are  orga- 


nised gangs  of  burglars,  who  during  the  past  three 
months  have  carried  out  twenty-one  violent  attempts 
in  different  parts  of  the  city  and  made  off  with  large 
sums  of  money.  In  not  ri  single  case  have  the 
ciiminals  been  detected,  because  the  bureaucracy, 
constantly  occupied  with  devising  and  applying  new 
methods  of  repression,  have  no  time  to  think  of  the 
public  safety,  and  the  police  prefer  to  share  the 
profits  of  the  robbers.  The  other  day  a  deputation 
of  citizens  waited  on  the  Governor-General  of 
Warsaw,  and  complained  of  the  passivity  of  the 
police.  M.  Skallon  fed  them  with  soothing  promises, 
which  do  not,  however,  carry  much  weight  when 
given  by  Russian  dignitaries. 

In  addition  to  the  brigand  terror,  Poland  is  cursed 
with  the  dreadful  practice  of  abduction,  which  has 
been  greatly  on  the  increase  during  the  past  few 
months.  In  the  chief  towns,  such  as  Warsaw  and 
Lodz,  girls  are  carried  off  in  the  streets  in  broad 
daylight,  to  be  hidden  in  some  brothel  abroad  or 
sold  to  a  local  libertine.  There  are  gangs  of  unknown 
men,  armed  with  knives,  who  attack  girls  and 
threaten  them  with  death  if  they  should  cry  for 
help.  It  is  impossible  to  repeat  the  facts  narrated 
by  such  victims  as  have  succeeded  in  escaping. 
Everywhere  parents  live  in  terrible  suspense,  and 
deadly  fear  is.  caused  by  the  least  delay  of  a  girl  who 
is  expected  home  from,  school.  And  the  police 
declare  themselves  to  be  powerless  ! 

A  Baker's  Crime. 

In  its  unremitting  campaign  of  repression,  the 
bureaucracy  frequently  covers  itself  with  ridicule. 
In  the  town  of  Kolno  a  baker,  eager  to  demonstrate 
his  professional  ability,  fashioned  rn  dough  a  bird 
with  outspread  wings  and  exhibited  it  in  his  shop 
window.  The  local  authorities  affected  to  discover 
in  the  bird  a  striking  likeness  to  the  Polish  eagle  (the 
national  emblem).  The  exhibit  was  therefore  confis- 
cated and  sent  to  the  nearest  principal  town,  Lomza, 
and  the  ambitious  baker  is  now  undergoing  trial. 


THE  BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


Spreading  the    "  Ritual    Murder "  Libel. 


The  "  Black  Hundred "  Press,  which  has  been 
unremitting  in  spreading  the  libel  that  Yuschinsky 
was  murdered  by  Jews  for  ritual  purposes,  is  criti- 
cising the  manner  of  the  preliminary  inquiry  into 
the  case.  They  reproach  the  authorities  in  particular 
for  not  having  made  at  the  time  of  the  murder  a 
careful  search  for  the  blood  alleged  to  have  been 
drained  from  the  victim's  body  at  the  synagogue 
nearest  to  the  place  where  the  corpse  was  found. 
The  Russkoe  Znamya,  the  mouthpiece  of  Dr.  Dubro- 
vin  and  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  thus  con- 
cludes a  leading  article  on  the  subject  : — 

"  A  divine  miracle  alone  can  reveal  the  crime,  but 
Russian  men  ought  to  pray  for  the  soul  of  the  martyr, 
the  Christian  boy  Andrew,  and  for  the  revelation  of 
the  terrible  mystery  of  the  slaughter  of  Christian 
infants." 

The  same  paper,  referring  to  the  announcement 
by  a  Harbin  newspaper  of  the  disappearance  of  a 
girl  of  eleven  and  a  boy  of  eight  on  March  25th, 
prints  the  following  observation  : — 

"  This  incident  suggests  sad  reflections,  seeing  that 
the  disappearance  of  the  unhappy  children  took 
place  shortly  before  the  approach  of  the  Jewish 
Passover.'' 

In  obedience  to  an  order  telegraphed  from  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  an  extraordinary  sitting  of  the 
12th  Criminal  Section  of  the  Kieff  District  Court  was 
hastily  summoned  for  the  evening  of  April  15th.  At 
this  meeting  it  was  decided  to  fix  the  hearing  of  the 
case  against  Beilis  for  May  30th. 


MISS    MALECKAS  TRIAL. 


In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  16th  inst.,  Mr. 
Morrell  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  he  could  say  when  the  adjourned  trial  of 
Miss  Malecka  was  to  take  place,  and  whether  it  would 
be  held  with  open  doors,  so  that  a  shorthand  report 
of  the  proceedings  might  be  taken. 

Mr.  Acland,  who  replied,  said  :  A  despatch  re- 
ceived yesterday  from  his  Majesty's  Consul  at  Warsaw 
states  that  the  adjourned  trial  is  fixed  to  take  place 
on  May  gib.  I  presume  that  when  it  is  resumed  it 
will  be  continued  with  open  doors  as  before. 


PRESS  PROSECUTIONS. 

The  Russian  group  of  the  International  Union  of 
Criminologists  has  held  its  periodical  conference  in 
St.  Petersburg.  Among  the  discussions  was  one  on 
the  legal  status  of  the  Russian  Press.  It  was  stated 
that  during  the  year  1010  as  many  as  642  Press 
prosecutions  took  place ;  this  number,  of  course, 
does  not  include  the  arbitrary  acts  of  repression  bv 
administrative  order. 


THE    COMING  ELECTIONS 


Premier's  Plan  to  Remedy  the  Barrenness 
of  the  Third  Duma. 


A   DOUBTFUL  SCHEME. 

[From  Our  Owx  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  17'm. 

The  third  Imperial  Duma,  which  has  hypocritically 
worn  the  badge  of  a  sham"  Constitutionalism,"  while 
now  and  then  openly  countenancing  lapses  into  the 
old  Absolutism,  will  soon  breathe  its  last. 

The  Government  and  the  various  parties  are 
already  preparing  for  the  electioneering  struggle, 
which,  to  all  appearances,  will  commence  in  October. 
The  parties  forming  the  majority  are  mostly  de- 
pressed by  the  fact  that  the  work  of  the  third  Duma 
has  been  practically  barren  of  effect.  Even  the  few 
more  important  Bills  which  have  been  passed  are 
hung  up.  most  of  them,  in  the  reactionary  Council  of 
State,  without  anv  prospect  of  their  passage  into  law. 
Various  leaders  of  these  parties  have  approached 
M.  Kokovtsoff  on  the  subject,  and  the  Government 
his  found  a  way  out,  which  it  is  likely  to  put  into 
practice. 

Contrary  to  previous  custom,  it  will  not  withdraw 
such  Bills  as  remain  unconsidered  by  the  Council 
of  State  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Duma.  The 
Council  of  State  will  thus  deal  with  them  even  after 
the  assembly  of  the  fourth  Duma. 

Although  in  theory  there  are  no  great  objections  to 
such  a  course,  it  would  not  prove  an  easy  matter  in 
practice,  since  the  Council  of  State  passes  scarcely 
any  Bill  without  vast  modifications,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  measures  directed  against  Finland.  It 
will  therefore  have  to  negotiate  with  the  fourth 
Duma,  or  with  the  Conciliation  Committee  elected 
by  that  assembly.  But,  since  the  composition  of  the 
next  Duma  is  likely  to  differ  from  that  of  the  present 
one,  it  may  frequently  occur  that  the  fourth  Duma 
will  disagree  with  the  work  of  its  predecessor,  as 
well  as  with  that  of  the  Council  of  State,  which  will 
thus  become  "love's  labour  lost."  The  consequences 
are  easy  to  foresee.  The  existing  accumulation  of 
suspended  Bills  will  become  still  more  congested, 
and  the  Council  of  State  will  thus  find  a  new  oppor- 
tunity for  its  tactics  of  obstruction. 

This  deviation  from  the  previous  practice  of  legis- 
lative discontinuity  is  primarily  intended,  as  has 
already  been  mentioned,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
it  easier  for  the  members  of  the  majority  to  render 
an  account  to  the  electors  of  their  five  years'  work, 
although  their  task  will  by  no  means  be  an  easy  one, 
even  with  the  promise  of  the  suspended  Bills  being 
dealt  with  by  the  Council  of  State.  It  will  indeed 
change  but  little  the  heavy  defeats  they  have  suffered 
in  the  third  Duma.  And,  worst  of  all,  it  has  not  been 
the  Opposition  nor  even  the  reactionary  Right  that 
has  brought  about  those  defeats,  but  the  Govern- 
ment itself.  Nobody  has  so  deeply  compromised 
the  Octobrist  Centre  as  the  Government  which  it 
has  supported.  The  latter  has  reduced  to  nought  all 
the  Octobrists'  promises  to  the  electors  and  to  the 
public.  The  Government  will,  beyond  doubt,  indulge 
in  violent  interference  with  the  elections  in  the 
interests  of  its  own  candidates,  but  its  attitude 
towards  the  third  Duma  will  certainly  do  harm  to 
its  friends  at  the  elections. 


THE   GOVERNMENT'S  CAMPAIGN. 


The  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Makaroff, 
recently  sent  out  a  circular  to  the  Governors  of 
provinces  demanding  from  them  information  on 
the  prospects  in  each  locality  of  the  elections 
to  the  fourth  Duma.  Most  of  the  reports  have 
already  come  in,  and  will  be  considered  by  M. 
Makaroff  in  conjunction  with  the  Premier,  who  will 
then  elaborate  the  plan  of  an  electoral  campaign. 
The  provincial  reports  are  to  the  effect  that  the 
population  is  not  favourably  disposed  towards  the 
bureaucracy,  and  that  this  may  influence  the  results  of 
the  elections.  The  Governors  of  the  Volga  region 
are  especially  pessimistic.  The  Administration,  they 
say,  does  not  possess  sufficient  means  for  exert- 
ing a  decisive  influence  on  the  elections  in  the  rural 
districts,  where  disaffection  is  especially  keen.  The 
towns  are  more  amenable  to  pressure  ;  but  even 
there  hostile  tendencies  are  strongly  in  evidence. 

In  Moscow  the  "  Real  Russians  "  are  particularly 
unlucky  in  their  election  preparations,  their  meetings 
being  very  scantily  attended. 

When  the  well-known  novelist  and  playwright  M. 
Merejkovsky  crossed  the  Russian  frontier  on  his 
return  from  abroad,  an  officer  of  gendarmerie,  in 
obedience  to  instructions  telegraphed  from  St. 
Petersburg,  made  a  thorough  search  of  his  luggage, 
and  seized  not  only  the  uncensorcd  edition  of 
Tolstoy's  posthumous  works  published  abroad,  but 
also  the  unfinished  manuscript  of  the  author's  own 
historical  novel,  "Alexander  I." 
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THE  OKHRANA. 


II. 

Last  week  we  gave  some  account  of  the  history 
and  organisation  of  the  Okhrana,  and  made  it 
clear  that  this  irresponsible  branch  of  the  secret 
police  can  only  live  in  an  atmosphere  of  crime, 
real  or  imaginary  ;  and  that,  for  the  sake  of 
proving  its  indispensability  and  thus  prolonging 
its  existence,  it  is  in  the  habit  of  encouraging  and 
provoking  revolutionary  and  terrorist  acts,  and 
even,  on  occasions,  of  manufacturing  them.  The 
agent  provocateur  has  thus  become  a  very  pro- 
minent and  sinister  figure  in  Russian  life.  In 
the  pay  of  the  Okhrana,  he  attaches  himself  to  a 
revolutionary  organisation,  insinuates  his  way 
into  its  inner  councils,  gains  the  complete  trust 
of  its  leaders,  and  keeps  his  employers  fully 
informed  of  all  their  plans.  When  the  revolu- 
tionaries show  no  disposition  to  commit  acts  of 
violence  or  other  illegality,  he  suggests  schemes 
and  helps  in  their  execution.  Or  sometimes  he 
is  detailed  for  the  work  of  inciting  mob  violence 
by  means  of  official  provocation.  Occasionally, 
as  we  have  intimated,  he  carries  out  crimes  by 
himself  in  his  pretended  character  of  revolu- 
tionary. In  all  these  activities  the  objects  aimed 
at  are  the  perpetuation  of  the  Okhrana  system, 
the  advancement  of  its  officers,  and  the  continu- 
ance of  the  regime  of  repression  on  which  the 
bureaucracy  in  general  flourishes.  Sometimes, 
it  has  to  be  added,  there  is  yet  another  motive  at 
work — the  removal  by  assassination  of  a  high 
official  who  has  made  himself  inconvenient. 

The  first  practitioner  of  provocation  on  a  large 
scale  seems  to  have  been  Colonel  Sudaykin,  who 
introduced  it  in  the  early  'eighties.  This  official, 
who  had  made  a  name  for  himself  in  the  pro- 
vinces by  running  revolutionaries  to  earth,  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  political  police  in  St. 
Petersburg.  In  the  exercise  of  that  office  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  spending  money  lavishly  with 
the  object  of  enlisting  in  the  secret  service 
genuine  or  reputed  revolutionaries,  whom  he 
instructed  to  organise  various  acts  of  terror 
through  the  medium  of  their  comrades.  He 
allowed  a  leading  revolutionary,  Sergius  Degayeff, 
to  escape  from  prison,  and  through  him  he 
actually  controlled  the  revolutionary  party,  of 
whose  movements  he  became  the  unseen  wire- 
puller. Sudaykin  even  tried  to  persuade  this 
tool  of  his  to  assassinate  his  official  superiors, 
whose  place  he  was  ambitious  to  take.  Before 
long,  however,  he  was  himself  assassinated  by 
the  very  man  whom  he  was  urging  to  kill  others. 

Among  the  enterprising  gentry  who  have 
followed  in  the  track  of  this  pioneer  of  provoca- 
tion one  of  the  most  prominent  is  the  man  who 
was  variously  known  as  Harting  and  as  Landesen, 
but  whose  real  name  is  said  to  have  been  Hekkel- 
mar.n.  As  Harting  he  was  chief  of  the  Russian 
secret  police  in  Paris,  and  won  a  considerable 
position  there.  As  Landesen  he  introduced  himself 
into  the  company  of  Russian  revolutionaries 
residing  in  the  French  capital,  and  instigated  a 
number  of  terrorist  plots.  He  would  leave  bombs 
of  his  own  manufacture  at  the  lodgings  of  Russian 
students,  who  would  then  be  arrested  by  the 
French  authorities  and  condemned  as  dangerous 
Nihilists.  In  1890  Landesen  himself  was 
denounced  by  the  French  police  as  the 
author  of  a  Nihilist  plot  against  the  life  of  the 
Tsar  ;  but,  of  course,  he  could  not  be  found. 
Three  years  ago  M.  Bourtseff,  a  well-known 
Russian  refugee  living  in  Paris,  revealed  the 
fact  that  the  Nihilist  Landesen  and  the  secret 
police  agent  Harting  were  one  and  the  same 
person,  and  Paris  knew  him  no  more.  A 
colleague  of  his  named  Yagolkowsky  pursued  a 


somewhat  similar  career  in  Belgium,  where  he 
was  known  as  Baron  Ernest  Ungem-Sternberg. 
He,  too,  was  a  manufacturer  of  bombs,  with 
which  he  actually  perpetrated  outrages  at  Liege. 
The  Belgian  courts  sentenced  him  to  penal  ser- 
vitude for  life:  but  the  Russian  Government 
has  protected  him  from  justice,  just  as  it  has 
given  him  immunity,  as  an  Okhrana  man,  from 
the  sentence  passed  upon  him  in  Russia  for  the 
murder  of  his  own  wife. 

Other  equally  sinister  names  come  readily  to 
mind  in  recalling  the  exploits  of  the  Okhrana. 
There  was  Zubatoff,  head  "of  the  Moscow  police, 
who  organised  associations  of  working  men  and 
manipulated  them  for  his  purposes ;  there  was 
Ishevitch,  who  arranged  a  general  strike  at 
Odessa  ;  there  was  Father  Gapon.  who  also  pro- 
moted strikes  at  official  instigation,  and  who  met 
with  a  mysterious  death  after  he  had  led  an 
unarmed  crowd  to  be  riddled  with  bullets  at  the 
Winter  Palace.  There  were  Bakai,  and  Tataroff, 
and  Stolypin's  assassin,  Bogroff.  But  the  place 
of  avch-pim-ocateiir  must,  of  coarse,  be  assigned 
to  the  notorious  Azeff.  The  story  of  his  amazing 
career  has  been  written  t<  o  recently  to  call  for 
detailed  treatment  here.  It  will  suffice  to  recall 
that  for  a  decade  he  combined  the  rdh-<  of  police 
agent  and  revolutionary,  being  equally  at  home 
in  both  camps.  By  the  revolutionaries  he  was 
trusted  most  implicitly,  and  for  years  they  enter- 
tained not  the  slightest  suspicion  of  his  whole- 
hearted loyalty  to  their  cause.  He  took  an 
active,  and  often  a  leading,  part  in  numerous 
plots  against  the  lives  of  prominent  men,  among 
whom  were  Plehve,  the  Grand  Duke  Sergius, 
General  von  der  Launitz.  General  Bogdanovitch, 
Prince  Obolenskv.  and  General  Trepoff.  For  a 
time  he  devoted  his  attention  to  Finland,  where 
BobrikofE's  iron  hand  had  made  a  section  of  the 
formerly  loyal  inhabitants '  particularly  suscep- 
tible to  revolutionary  suggestion.  Here  he 
directed  the  conveyance  of  Nihilist  literature 
into  Russia  from  abroad  vtfi  Finland.  It 
was  Azeff,  too,  who  persuaded  the  Finns  to 
undertake  the  shipment  of  12,000  rifles  into 
Russia  on  the  John  Grafton,  and  it  was  only  by 
an  accident  that  these  weapons,  intended  for  the 
use  of  the  St.  Petersburg  working  men,  failed  to 
reach  their  destination.  There  are  countless 
other  exploits  of  a  similar  character  to  be  placed 
to  the  credit  of  this  extraordinary  man,  whose 
exposure  by  M.  Lopukhin  was  promptly  followed 
by  the  imprisonment  of  that  official. 

We  have  given  but  a  sliorht  impression  of  the 
methods  employed  by  the  Okhrana  and  its  agents 
of  provocation  ;  in  subsequent  issues  we  hope  to 
give  a  series  of  articles  in  which  the  activities  of 
this  infamous  body  are  dealt  with  in  greater 
detail.  For  the  present  enough  has  been  said  to 
show  that  the  Okhrana  is  the  most  terrible 
instrument  of  power  in  all  Russia.  Its  agents 
are  immune  from  the  ordinary  law  and  without 
scruple.  They  are  a  standing  menace  to  the 
lives  or  the  liberties  of  every  Russian  citizen  ; 
even  the  Imperial  Family  are  liable  at  any  time 
to  be  the  victims  of  their  double-edged  intrigues. 
There  are  two  games  continually  being  played 
by  those  who  direct  the  organisation  :  they  pro- 
voke or  manufacture  crime  in  order  to  advance 
their  own  interests  and  to  render  the  regime  of 
repression  a  permanency;  and  they  use  the 
weapon  of  the  assassin  against  those  in  power 
whom  they  wish  to  remove.  Appointed  pro- 
fessedly for  the  purpose  of  quelling  the  revolu- 
tionary movement,  they  do  all  they  can  to  keep 
it  active,  while  its  adherents  are  all  the  time 
mere  marionettes  whose  strings  are  pulled  from 
the  headquarters  of  the  Okhrana.  Until  this 
malignant  growth  is  cut  out  from  the  body 
politic  of  Russia,  even  the  elements  of  a  secure 
and  healthy  existence  cannot  be  said  to  exist. 


THE    GOLDFIELDS  MASSACRE. 


Government  Severely    Attacked    in  the 
Duma. 

MINISTERS'   LAME  REPLIES. 

The  massacre  of  two  hundred  strikers  at  the  Lena 
Goldfields  by  the  Russian  soldiery,  reported  in  last 
week's  issue,  was  made  the  subject  of  several  urgent 
interpellations  in  the  Duma  on  April  22nd. 

Introduced  by  the  Constitutional  Democrats,  and 
addressed  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  the  first  interpellation  pointed 
out  that  the  strike  at  the  goldfields  began  about 
the  middle  of  March,  and  that  the  men  were 
fully  justified  in  presenting  demands  for  the 
improvement  of  their  material  condition,  the  more 
so  as  the  Company  had  in  many  cases  infringed 
the  Industrial  and  Mining  Statutes,  which  regu- 
late the  mutual  relations  between  employers 
and  their  workmen.  The  strike  went  on  quite 
peacefully  for  a  month,  and  during  that  time 
there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend  violence  on  the 
part  of  the  men.  The  pumping  operations,  the 
stoppage  of  which  might  have  been  ruinous  to  the 
Company,  were  allowed  to  proceed  without  let  or 
hindrance,  but  they  were  partially  stopped  by  the 
Company  itself  for  purely  material  considerations. 
Nevertheless  the  management  had  military  detach- 
ments brought  to  the  mining  district,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  acts  of  hostility  against  the  men.  On  the 
assumption  that  the  miners  were  willing  to  resume 
work  but  for  the  influence  of  their  leaders,  ten  of  the 
latter  were  arrested. 

Unjustified  Arrests. 

The  Government  statement  on  the  affair  did  not 
formulate  any  charge  against  the  leaders,  while  the 
telegram  despatched  by  the  miners  explained  that  the 
arrests  were  made  on  the  pretext  that  their  leaders 
had  not  put  in  an  appearance  before  the  Examin- 
ing Magistrate,  whereas,  in  point  of  fact,  thev  had 
never  been  summoned  to  do  so.  The  arrest  of  their 
elected  representatives  for  no  apparent  reason  greatly 
disconcerted  the  workmen,  who  naturally  regarded  it 
as  an  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Administration 
in  the  economic  struggle  in  the  interest  of  the 
employers. 

On  April  17th,  the  day  following  the  arrest  of  their 
representatives,  the  men  marched  in  a  body  towards 
the  residence  of  the  newly-arrived  Assistant  Public 
Prosecutor,  in  order  to  obtain  from  him  the  liberation 
of  the  prisoners.  When  within  a  distance  of  three  or 
four  hundred  yards  from  the  house  they  were 
requested  to  stop  by  the  District  Engineer  Tushin- 
sky, who  was  accompanied  by  two  guards.  The  front 
ranks  of  the  crowd  halted  and  entered  into  negotia- 
tions with  M.  Tulchinsky,  while  those  in  the  rear  did 
not  understand  the  cause  of  the  halt  and  went  on 
marching. 

The  Order  to  Fire. 

At  that  moment  the  soldiers  were  suddenly  ordered 
to  fire,  and  over  two  hundred  workmen  were  killed 
and  still  more  wounded  by  repeated  volleys.  The 
firing  did  not  even  stop  when  the  crowd  of  miners 
threw  themselves  down  on  the  ground  in  order  to 
avoid  the  bullets.  Engineer  Tulchinsky  was  only 
saved  by  an  accident,  while  one  of  his  guards  was 
killed. 

All  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  declared  the 
authors  of  the  interpellation,  proved  an  utterly  inex- 
cusable use  of  an  armed  force  against  a  peaceful 
crowd  of  workmen.  According  to  information 
obtained  on  the  spot,  the  leading  part  in  the  affair 
was  taken  by  the  Assistant  Public  Prosecutor, 
Preobrajensky,  the  Captain  of  Gendarmerie,  Tres- 
chenkoff,  and  the  justice  of  the  Peace,  Khitin 

The  signatories  therefore  addressed  the  following 
questions  to  the  Ministers  of  justice  and  the 
Interior : — 

(i.)  Are  the  Ministers  aware  that,  for  the  purpose 
of  serving  the  interests  of  the  employers,  their  sub- 
ordinates have  interfered  in  a  strike  that  was  pro- 
ceeding peacefully,  the  judicial  authorities  having 
ordered  the  arrest  of  the  workmen's  elected  repre- 
sentatives on  the  invented  pretext  that  they  had 
disregarded  a  summons  of  the  Examining  Magistrate. 
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which  has  resulted  in  the  entirely  unprovoked  and 
wholesale  shooting  down  of  a  peaceful  crowd  of 
working  men  ? 

(ii.)  And,  if  so,  what  measures  do  the)*  propose  to 
take  for  the  legal  prosecution  of  the  guilty  parties  ? 

Interpellations  on  similar  lines  were  also  intro- 
duced by  the  Octobrists  and  the  Social  Democrats. 


THE  DEBATE. 

In  the  debate  which  took  place  on  the  22nd  and 
23rd  Deputy  Nekrasoff  (Cadet)  referred  to  the  arrest  of 
the  Strike  Committee  as  a  deliberate  means  of  pro- 
voking the  miners  to  commit  an  illegal  act.  Those 
who  wanted  to  make  a  career  did  not  stop  to  distin- 
guish the  guilty  from  the  innocent,  but  shot  down  all 
indiscriminately.  In  dozens  of  similar  cases  such 
tactics  had  always  led  to  distinctions  and  rich 
rewards. 

"  Unless  you  alter  these  principles  of  our  Adminis- 
tration "  he  declared,  "  every  Captain  of  Gendarmerie, 
Public  Prosecutor,  and  Tudge  will  be  tempted  to 
build  up  his  career  on  the  slaughter  of  innocent 
men." 

Deputy  Skorokhodoff  (Cadet),  after  referring  to 
the  "  unbridled  arbitrariness  of  the  Administration," 
said  : — 

"Seven  years  have  elapsed  since  1905,  and  the 
third  Duma  is  on  the  eve  of  its  dissolution.  Prime 
Ministers  replace  one  another,  but  the  watchword  of 
the  criminal  satrap,  '  Do  not  spare  cartridges,'  still 
prevails  in  Russia." 

A  River  of  Blood. 

"And  now,"  he  concluded,  "the  punishing  hand 
of  Providence  is  avenging  the  fruitful  work  of  the 
Duma  for  the  past  five  years,  and  is  illustrating  the 
results  of  that  work  before  the  whole  world  by  a 
river  of  blood." 

Advocate  Zamyslovsky  (Right)  opposed  the 
demand  of  urgency  for  the  interpellations,  and  main- 
tained that  the  officers  could  not  have  acted  other- 
wise. 

Deputy  Ad jemoff  (Cadet)  charged  M.  Zamyslovsky 
with  dishonesty,  seeing  that,  as  a  lawyer,  he  must 
know  better  the  state  of  the  law.  The  Administra- 
tion should  have  been  all  the  more  careful  before  it 
sided  with  the  Company,  whose  very  status  was 
questionable. 

Deputy  Tchilikin  reproached  the  Duma  for  not 
having  regulated  the  relations  between  miners  and 
owners. 

The  Cadet  interpellation,  on  being  put  to  the  vote, 
was  passed  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  several 
Xationalists,  including  Count  Bobrinsky.  The 
Octobrist  interpellation  was  also  passed,  but  that 
introduced  by  the  Social  Democrats  was  rejected. 

Ministerial  "Justification." 

On  the  24th  the  Ministers  of  the  Interior  (M. 
Makaroff)  and  of  Commerce  and  Industry  (M. 
Timasheff)  replied  to  the  interpellrtions.  The  former 
promised  that,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  roads  per- 
mitted, the  Governor-General,  accompanied  by  a 
representative  of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce,  would 
visit  the  goldfields  and  make  an  inquiry  on  the  spot. 
The  course  of  the  strike,  he  declared,  was  far  from 
peaceful,  and  the  demands  even  included  an  eight- 
hours'  working-day.  Though  the  law  did  not  make 
strikes  punishable,  it  was  a  penal  offence  to  belong 
to  a  body  that  aimed  at  inciting  workmen  to  strike, 
so  that  the  Strike  Committee  was  justly  prosecuted. 
The  police  had  merely  done  their  duty.  If,  under 
the  influence  of  wicked  agitators,  the  crowd  lost  its 
reason  and  fell  over  the  troops  there  was  no  other 
course  for  them  but  to  fire.  So  it  had  been,  and  so  it 
would  be  in  the  future. 

The  Minister  of  Commerce  and  Industry  stated 
that  the  trouble  arose  through  the  evictions.  These 
were,  however,  stopped  by  the  Governor,  all  the 
mo-e  readily  since  the  Irkutsk  Mining  Court  had 
arrived  at  the  conclusion,  contrary  to  the  judicial 
finding,  that  it  was  the  company  that  had  made  itself 
guilty  of  breach  of  contract.  So  far  the  information 
on  the  events  of  April  17th  was  contradictory,  and 
an  inquiry  into  this  very  exceptional  affair  would  be 
instituted  without  delay. 

Deputy  Ku/.netsoff  expressed  his  heartfelt  grati- 
tude to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  for  his  speech, 
which  was  the  best  proclamation  ever  published  on 
behalf  of  the  Socialist  party.  That  speech  might  be 
summed  up  in  the  sentence  :  "So  it  will  always  be." 
The  working-cla< ses  liaH  been  and  would  be  fired  011 
as  long  as  the  present  politic  <\  system,  with  men  like 
Makaroff  at  its  head,  endured. 


THE   DEATH  ROLL. 

Over  250  Dead,  and  Wounded  Dying  by 
Dozens. 

According  to  a  telegram  despatched  from  Bodaybo, 
anumber  of  the  injured  workmen  contracted  gangrene 
owing  to  the  lack  of  bandages  and  qualified  medical 
as-istance.  The  dead  numbered  over  250,  and  the 
hopelessly  injured  to  over  100,  the  wounded  dying 
every  day  by  dozens. 


HISTORY    OF    THE  STRIKE. 

Why  the  Company  could  not  Accede  to 
the  Men's  Demands. 

OPINION   IN  RUSSIA. 


[Fkom  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  25TH. 

Russian  reality  lias  but  too  quickly  given  its  answer 
to  M.  Kokovtsoffs  super-optimistic  admonitions  to 
keep  calm.    The  answer  is— the  Lena  (ioldfields. 

The  name  is  well-known — too  well  known.  For  a 
year  Lena  shares  have  been  the  object  of  the  most 
daring  Stock  Exchange  speculations.  Three  times 
an  unscrupulous  speculator  succeeded  in  booming 
them.  The  shares,  of  a  nominal  value  of  450  roubles, 
were  quoted  for  a  time  at  the  almost  incredible  price 
of  6,000  roubles,  and  up  to  the  time  of  the  recent 
events  they  maintained  a  price  of  about  4,000 
roubles — still  an  exorbitant  quotation. 

Amongst  the  multitudes  who  during  this  period  of 
wild  gambling  took  an  interest  in  Lena  shares — 
from  the  highest  Government  official  to  the  small 
tradesman,  and  even  to  the  poor  house-porter  who 
invested  his  scanty  savings  in  them — there  were  few 
who  had  even  the  remotest  idea  where  the  fabulous 
goldfields  of  the  Lena  Company  were  situated  and 
how  they  were  being  worked.  It  was  only  known 
that  the  Lena  shares  enjoyed  the  special  favour  of  that 
banker  who — for  a  certain  period — understood  how 
to  make  the  barometer  of  the  Petersburg  Exchange 
jump  from  "  set  fair  ''  to  "  stormy,"  and  his  hints  or 
instructions  were  generally  followed  until  most  of 
the  "  small  fry  "  were  ruined,  owing  to  a  heavy  drop 
in  prices  which  he  could  not  stop.  The  banker  had 
then  to  close  his  offices  in  order  to  avoid  serious  con- 
flicts with  the  criminal  Courts.  Public  interest  in 
Lena  shares  has  considerably  diminished  since. 

Causes  of  the  Strike. 

A  few  weeks  ago  we  were  informed  by  telegram 
that  the  workmen  of  the  Lena  Company  had  stopped 
work.  At  first  nothing  whatever  was  known  as  to 
the  causes  of  this  strike.  By-and-by  it  leaked  out 
that  the  workmen  demanded  a  30  per  cent,  increase 
of  wages ;  an  eight-hours'  working-day  ;  certain 
changes  in  the  working  regulations  ;  and  separate 
quarters  for  married  workmen  in  the  workmen's 
barracks.  The  Company  rejected  these  demands  as 
unacceptable,  and  the  strike  continued.  As  is  usual 
in  such  cases,  the  Governor  of  Irkutsk  sent  the 
Captain  of  Gendarmerie,  Treschenkoff,  in  command 
of  a  company  of  soldiers,  to  the  grounds  of  the  Com- 
pany. The  gallant  captain  was  a  smart  fellow,  who 
knew  his  business  well.  He  requested  the  workmen 
to  elect  a  Strike  Committee,  with  whom  he  and  the 
Company  might  negotiate.  The  Committee  was 
elected,  but  the  negotiations  did  not  lead  to  any- 
thing. Then  the  Captain  had  the  Committee 
arrested.  These  arrests  excited  the  workmen  very 
much,  but  this  did  not  affect  him.  He  had  had  a 
strict  schooling  in  his  service,  and  he  knew  that  the 
central  authorities  fully  appreciated  "energy"  and 
"  determined  activity." 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Company  tele- 
graphed their  readiness  to  make  some  concessions. 
This  information  was  not  given  to  the  workmen  ; 
Treschenkoff  preferred  that  it  should  be  withheld. 

The  Massacre. 

When  the  workmen  had  decided  to  obtain  the 
release  of  the  imprisoned  members  of  the  Committee 
at  any  price,  and  when  they  marched  in  a  body  of 
800  men  to  the  office  of  the  local  management,  he 
placed  the  military  he  had  at  his  disposal  to  bar  their 
way.  When  the  workmen  approached,  he  ordered 
the  trumpet  signal  to  be  sounded,  to  indicate  that 
the  soldiers  would  be  firing  almost  immediately.  To 
avoid  the  collision  the  District  Engineer,  Tulchinsky, 
hurried  towards  the  workmen,  desperately  attempt- 
ing to  keep  them  back.  The  front  ranks  halted,  but 
those  in  the  rear,  who  neither  heard  the  trumpet 
signal  nor  were  aware  of  the  efforts  of  the  District 
Engineer,  pressed  against  the  front  ranks  and  forced 
them  to  go  forward  a  few  dozen  steps.  This  was 
sufficient  to  bring  about  the  disaster.  Although  the 
District  Engineer  was  among  the  workmen,  the 
soldiers  were  commanded  to  fire,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  almost  five  hundred  men  were  shot  down. 
Nothing  short  of  a  miracle  saved  the  District 
Engineer's  life — he  hid  behind  the  bodies  of  the 
fallen  workmen. 

A  Storm  of  Indignation. 

Although  we  arc  used  to  the  cruel  suppression  of 
strikes  in  Russia,  this  senseless  massacre  has  aroused 
asloimof  indignation  in  society  and  in  the  Prc«s, 
not  excepting  the  ultra-Conservative  papers.  It 
became  known  that  the  workmen  of  the  Lena 
Company  had  more  than  sufficient  cause  to  be  dis- 
contented. But  the  Company  had  oilier  matters  to 
engross  their  attention.    The  inflated  price  of  their 


shares  necessitated  the  payment  of  high  dividends,  and, 
however  rich  the  yield  of  the  Goldfields,  the  actual 
results  did  not  justify  such  dividends.  Ti  i-  ICCWWltl 
for  their  hesitation  in  granting  concessions  to  the 
workmen.  But  a  prolonged  strike,  on  the  other 
hand,  did  not  suit  their  book  at  all.  It  was  ttie 
Company  itself  that  applied  to  the  GovecnfUCUi 
authority  to  exercise  pressure  on  the  strikers.  And, 
as  chance  would  have  it,  this  mission  was  confided 
to  a  man  who  availed  himself  of  the  approved 
methods  by  which  the  Russian  Government  is 
accustomed  to  display  its  sagacity. 

In  the  Duma. 

The  news  of  this  horrible  massacre,  which  create  1 
the  impression  of  a  catastrophe  caused  by  elementary 
forces,  such  as  the  Titanic  disaster,  has  caused  a  great 
stir  in  the  Duma.  The  reply  to  the  interpellations 
made  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Makaroff, 
was  received  by  the  great  majority  with  icy  silence. 
Only  from  the  section  on  the  far  Right,  where  the 
reactionary  members  sit,  -light  cheers  were  audible.  A 
witty  member  jocularly  remarked  that  this  section  wa- 
the  Government's  only  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Before 
any  member  could  address  the  House,  M.  Timasheff, 
the  Minister  of  Commerce,  furnished  a  crushing 
refutation  of  his  colleague's  statements. 

In  a  lengthy  speech  he  admitted  the  existence  of 
the  evils  of  which  the  miners  had  complained,  and 
to  make  bad  worse  he  confessed  that  even  now  the 
( iovernrnent  could  not  explain  with  lucid  clearness  the 
causes  of  the  massacre.  The  reader  may  imagine 
what  a  painful  impression  this  striking  contradiction 
of  two  Ministers  made  in  the  Duma,  and  what  an 
impression  it  will  make  throughout  Russia. 

Thus  are  the  elections  for  the  fourth  Duma 
"  prepared.'' 

TXEHK. 


LENA   AND  THE  "  ENTENTE." 

What  England's  "  Friendship  "  has 
Given  the  Russian  People. 

[From  a  Correspondent.] 

From  the  very  beginning  of  the  entente  between 
England  and  Russia  there  were  thoughtful  persons  in 
both  countries  who  saw  that  this  rapprochement  had 
as  its  object  the  furtherance  of  the  interests  of  a  small 
group  of  capitalists  in  this  country  and  of  some  influ- 
ential representatives  of  the  governing  bureaucracy 
of  Russia.  To  them  the  new  relation  had  rather  the 
aspect  of  a  commercial  speculation,  a  Stock  Exchange 
"  deal,"  than  of  a  sincere  and  dignified  alliance 
between  two  great  peoples.  In  fact  the  people  had 
little  or  nothing  to  say  in  the  business,  for,  in  Russia 
at  any  rate,  the  entente  is  distinctly  inimical  to  their 
interests,  backing  up,  as  it  does,  the  tyrannical 
power  which  suppresses,  as  it  always  has  suppressed, 
the  movement  towards  freedom  and  democracy. 

To  give  to  this  rapprochement  a.  national  charac:er 
an  attempt  was  made  to  send  to  Russia  a  deputation 
representing  all  classes  of  the  English  people.  This 
idea  failed,  and,  instead  of  a  deputation,  a  group  of 
Englishmen  selected  by  the  Russian  Government  had 
the  audacity  to  pose  as  representatives  of  the 
whole  of  the  English  nation.  During  the  visit  of  the 
so-called  "  deputation "  many  excellent  words  were 
spoken,  and  still  more  excellent  wine  was  consumed, 
but  neither  wine  nor  speeches  could  change  the  sub- 
stance of  things,  and  the  apologists  of  the  Anglo- 
Russian  entente  had  barely  time  to  doff  their  festive 
garments  before  the  crude  realities  of  life  in  the  shape 
of  the  sanguinary  events  at  the  Lena  Goldfields  gave 
the  lie  to  the  smiling  interchange  of  courtesies  in 
Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg. 

The  English  Press,  partly  because  public  attention 
was  absorbed  by  the  overwhelming  calamity  to  the 
Titanic  and  partly  because  of  the  persistent  silence 
observed  by  mutual  consent  on  all  di -agreeable  news 
from  Russia,  gave  only  the  most  meagre  space  to 
the  awful  facts  recounted  in  the  telegrams  from 
Lena.  This  silence  (which  might  justly  be  called 
"  golden")  may  perhaps  be  discreet  in  the  interests 
of  the  Stock  Exchange  sharks,  but  the  nation,  under 
whose  name  they  take  shelter,  ought  to  know  at  what 
price  the  dividends  from  Russian  enterprises  are 
bought,  and  define  its  own  attitude  towards  the 
means  used  to  accomplish  their  ends.  For  the  name 
of  England  is  connected  with  the  proceedings  at 
Lena,  the  Lena  mines  belonging,  in  fact,  to  an 
English  group  of  capitalists  under  the  name  of  the 
Lena  Goldfields  Company. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Russian  Government  has 
small  respect  for  law,  and  administers  the  country  at 
its  own  plea  ure.  Foreign  companies,  therefore,  are 
always  anxious  to  appoint  as  their  representative 
some  one  influential  in  Government  circles,  under 
whose  protection  they  may  freely  use  any  means, 
however  illegal,  to  increase  thc:r  profits.  The  hand- 
some subsidies  drawn  from  foreign  enterprise  by 
such  members  of  the  Russiaa  bureaucracy  in 
acknowledgment  of  their  services  in   this  respect 

{Continued  on  page  4.) 
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NOTES. 


Provocation  at  Lena. 

The  closer  one  examines  the  details  of  the 
massacre  at  the  Lena  goldfields,  the  more 
obviously  does  the  guilt  of  wholesale  murder 
attach  itself  to  the  Government  and  its  officials. 
Even  in  circles  that  are  usually  well-disposed 
towards  the  Ministry  it  is  regarded  as  beyond 
doubt  that  the  outrage  was  a  deliberate  act  of 
provocation.  The  miners'  demands  are  acknow- 
ledged on  all  hands  to  hare  been  reasonable 
enough,  and  there  is  a  preponderating  weight  of 
evidence  to  bear  out  the  assertion  that,  in  seek- 
ing to  enforce  those  demands,  the  methods  they 
employed  were  of  an  eminently  peaceable 
character.  But  Captain  Treschenkoff ,  the  officer 
in  command  of  the  troops  that  were  called  in  to 
cope  with  non-existent  disorders,  was  determined 
from  the  first  not  to  be  baulked  of  his  prey.  As 
his  record  goes  to  show,  he  is  a  man  equipped 
with  all  the  unscrupulous  instincts  and  lust  for 
murderous  achievement  that  mark  the  typical 
agent  provocateur.  At  Nijni-Novgorod  he  is 
credited  with  having  by  his  acts  of  incitement 
procured  eighty  executions  in  two  years ; 
while  on  one  occasion,  when  he  had  arrested 
a  working  man,  he  handed  a  revolver  to  one 
of  his  companions  with  the  words :  "  Shoot 
at  him ;  fear  nothing.  If  I  like,  I  kill  ;  if 
I  like,  I  pardon.  I  am  the  head  of  the 
Okhrana  section  !  "  Elsewhere  we  have  touched 
upon  the  motives  which  prompt  these  men  in 
their  terrible  work;  and  in  the  light  of  those 
remarks  it  is  easy  to  see  why  Captain  Tres- 
chenkoff had  the  minei's'  leaders  arrested  on  a 
ridiculous  pretext,  and  gave  his  men  the  order  to 
fire  on  the  crowd  that  was  marching  in  orderly 
fashion  to  negotiate  for  their  release. 


In  the  Duma. 

But  Captain  Treschenkoff  is  not  to  be  held 
more  guilty  than  the  Government  that  placed  him 
in  authority,  in  spite  of  his  notorious  career,  and 
keeps  in  force  a  fiendish  system  by  which  the 
lives  of  the  people  are  placed  at  the  mercy 
of  an  irresponsible  official.  In  the  Duma 
debates  nearly  all  the  speakers  were  unspar- 
ing in  their  denunciation  of  the  Government, 
which  was  declared  to  be  always  ready 
with  distinctions  and  rich  rewards  for  men  of 
the  stamp  and  achievements  of  Captain  Tres- 
chenkoff. It  was  shown  that  the  Administration 
had  interfered  in  a  totally  indefensible  fashion 
in  a  quarrel  between  masters  and  men,  and  to 
serve  the  interests  of  the  former  had  imported 
into  the  dispute  a  political  element  for  which  the 
miners  were  in  no  way  responsible.  In  his  reply 
to  these  strictures  M.  Makaroff,  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  delivered  a  speech  which,  with  the 
exception  of  his  supporters  on  the  Extreme 
Right  benches,  repelled  the  whole  House.  He 
justified  the  shooting  on  the  ground  that  the 
demand  for  an  eight-hours'  day  and  the  presence 
of  a  few  exiles  on  the  Strike  Committee  gave 
the  movement  a  political  character.  And,  as  if 
this  were  not  enough,  he  proceeded  to  declare 


that  such  things — i.e.,  the  shooting  of  a  defence- 
less crowd — always  had  been,  and  always  would 
be.  Doubtless  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  was 
recalling-  to  mind  the  events  of  "  Red  Sunday," 
and  took  this  opportunity  of  signifying  his 
approval  of  the  appalling  official  massacre  that 
took  place  on  that  memorable  occasion.  His 
speech  will  not  readily  he  forgotten  either  in 
Russia  or  elsewhere.  Happily  its  effect  was 
somewhat  discounted  by  the  remarks  of  his 
colleague,  the  Minister  of  Commerce,  who 
admitted  that  the  miners'  grievances  were  not 
only  of  an  essentially  economic  nature,  but  were 
largely  justified  in  view  of  the  Company's  atti- 
tude. Evidently  the  Russian  Cabinet  is  not 
altogether  a  happy  family  just  at  present. 


The  Company's  Part. 

There  is  one  aspect  of  the  ghastly  affair  that 
cannot  be  overlooked,  and  least  of  all  in  this 
country.  We  refer  •  to  the  part  played  by  the 
Company.  The  Lena  Goldfields  are  in  the  con- 
trol of  an  English  Company,  and  the  conditions 
of  life  which  have  hitherto  been  imposed  on  the 
men  in  its  emplo}'.  and  which  were  responsible 
for  the  strike,  are  admitted  on  all  sides  to 
have  been  of  the  worst  description.  Food, 
housing  accommodation,  and  medical  pro- 
vision were  notoriously  unsatisfactory,  the  work 
had  to  be  performed  under  exceptionally 
trying  and  unhealthy  conditions,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  men's  wages  was  accounted  for  in 
the  stores  owned  by  the  company,  where  exorbi- 
tant prices  were  charged  for  the  necessaries  of 
life.  The  fact  is  that  Stock  Exchange  manipula- 
tion had  inflated  the  price  of  Lena  Mine  shares 
to  an  enormous  extent,  and  the  dividend  that  was 
required  to  justify  this  rise  could  only  be  obtained 
at  the  expense  of  the  workmen.  The  Lena 
Goldfields  Company  seems  to  he  a  typical  product 
of  the  Anglo-Russian  rapprorln  hwiit ,  and  it  is 
well  that  the  British  people  should  know  some- 
thing of  the  use  to  which  the  money  they  are 
sinking  in  such  concerns  is  being  put.  In 
Russia,  of  course,  attempts  are  being  made  in 
certain  quarters  to  fasten  the  entire  blame  for 
what  has  taken  place  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
Company  ;  and,  however  much  discount  we  may 
desire  to  subtract  from  this  indictment  in  view  of 
the  interested  nature  of  the  motives  by  which  it 
is  animated,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  great 
part  it  is  abundantly  justified. 


M.  Sazonoff  s  Red  Herring. 

In  his  l'eview  of  foreign  affairs  in  the  Duma 
last  Friday  M.  Sazonoff  included  a  reference  to 
the  conflict  with  the  United  States  on  the  jmss- 
port  question,  and  evoked  some  applause  by 
declaring  that  Russia  would  not  tolerate  inter- 
ference in  her  internal  affairs.  It  is  not  quite 
clear  how  the  Russian  Foreign  Minister  connects 
this  declaration,  admirable  as  it  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  a  patriotic  cheer,  with  the  pass- 
port dispute.  The  United  States  has  never  taken 
up  in  this  matter  the  attitude  of  desiring  to 
interfere  in  Russia's  internal  affairs,  unless,  of 
course,  the  Russian  position  is  that  the  treat- 
ment of  foreign  subjects  comes  within  this 
category.  All  that  is  demanded  is  that  Russia 
shall  not  discriminate  with  regard  to  the  right 
of  entry  against  American  citizens  who  profess 
the  Jewish  faith,  and  if  she  admits  them  shall 
not  accord  them  the  same  inhuman  treatment  as 
she  inflicts  upon  her  own  Jewish  subjects.  If 
M.  Sazonoff  can  find  no  weightier  reason  for 
refusing  the  demands  of  the  American  people,  it 
is  clear  that  he  and  his  colleagues  realise  the 
moral  and  logical  untenability  of  their  position, 
and  are  simply  trying  to  draw  the  red  herring 
of  an  appeal  to  "  patriotism  "  across  the  trail  of 
ulterior  motives  which  will  stand  neither  investi- 
gation nor  even  definition. 


An  Anglo-Russian  Boom. 

What  is  described  as  an  "  influential  com- 
mittee "  has  been  formed  in  St.  Petersburg  for 
the  purpose  of  strengthening  the  bond  of  friend- 
ship between  Great  Britain  and  Russia  ;  and  one 
of  its  immediate  objects,  it  is  stated,  is  "  to  give 
assistance  to  every  class  of  British  visitor, 
including  tourists."  We  shall  not,  we  trust,  be 
considered  over- inquisitive  if  we  ask  whether 
the  benefit  of  this  solicitude  will  be  extended  to 
British  Jews  who  visit  Russia,  and  whether  the 
influential  committee  will  use  its  influence  for 
the  purpose  of  removing  the  restrictions  by  which 
a  large  number  of  British  subjects  are  prevented, 
on  the  score  of  their  religion,  from  entering  the 
country.  We  anxiously  await  information  on 
these  points,  and  until  it  arrives  we  must  with- 
hold our  benediction  from  the  new  organisation 
and  its  work.  It  is  also  stated  that  an  Anglo- 
Russian  Exhibition  is  to  be  held  at  the  White 
City.  If  Darkest  Russia  is  allotted  a  section, 
we  can  promise  that  it  will  be  by  far  the  most 
instructive  in  the  whole  Exhibition. 


The  Bobrinsky  Campaign. 

From  information  that  has  reached  us  it  would 
appear  that  Count  Bobrinsky's  recent  letter  to 
the  Time*,  with  its  preposterous  allegations  of 
the  persecution  of  Russian  Orthodox  believers  in 
Galicia,  is  but  the  first  step  in  a  regular  cam- 
paign. We  learn  that  a  memorial  on  the  same 
lines  is  in  course  of  preparation,  and  that 
endeavours  are  being  made  to  collect  the  signa- 
tures of  a  number  of  prominent  men  in  Europe  ; 
thus  impressively  backed,  the  memorial  is  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  Press  and  the  Parliaments  of 
all  countries.  The  complete  refutation  of  Count 
Bobrinsky's  statements  which  we  have  already 
published  should  be  sufficient  to  deter  responsible 
people  in  this  country  from  lending  their  counte- 
nance to  so  ill-conceived  an  agitation,  and  we 
doubt  whether  in  any  country  outside  Russia  it 
wTill  meet  with  authoritative  support.  The  sug- 
gestion that  Russia  is  contemplating  a  decisive 
move  with  regard  to  Galicia  need  not  be  taken 
too  seriously  ;  the  Russian  Government  will  have 
to  be  a  little  less  preoccupied  than  it  is  at  pre- 
sent before  any  such  scheme  can  be  entertained. 
Still,  it  is  as  well  to  prepare  public  opinion  for 
the  campaign  which  Count  Bobrinsky  and  his 
party  are  now  engaged  in  organising. 


THE   WAYS    OF   A   CHIEF  OF 
POLICE. 


The  inhabitants  of  Kozloff  have  addressed  to  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  a  petition  in  which  complaint 
is  made  of  the  activities  of  the  local  Chief  Commis- 
sioner of  Police,  one  Voznesensky.  Fourteen  griev- 
ances are  specified.  One  allegation  is  that  the  Chief 
Commissioner  combines  with  his  official  duties  the 
management  of  a  disorderly  house,  to  which  a  tavern 
is  attached.  The  tradespeople  are  burdened  with 
heavy  dues  which  the  Chief  Commissioner  appro- 
priates for  his  own  use,  and  those  who  compete 
with  him  in  his  own  line  of  business  are  taxed  at  a 
much  higher  rate  than  the  rest. 

The  petitioners  also  bring  a  charge  of  attempting 
to  stir  up  a  pogrom.  They  say  : — "  Three  days  after 
the  death  of  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers, 
Stolypin,  the  Chief  Commissioner  ordered  the  local 
branch  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People  to  carry 
out  a  pogrom  against  the  Jews,  which  the  bootmaker 
Shilkin  actually  started  by  assaulting  the  Jew  Staro- 
selsky.  But,  owing  to  the  good  sense  of  the  citizens 
of  Kozloff,  the  pogrom  did  not  succeed." 

It  is  added  that  all  complaints  to  the  Governor  have 
proved  ineffectual. 


The  faunas  Leaks,  a  Lettish  organ  published  at 
Riga,  has  been  fined  300  roubles  for  an  article  on 
"  The  Duma  and  Workmen's  Insurance."  This 
forms  the  fifth  fine  inflicted  upon  this  paper  since  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 

The  Senate  has  decided  to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
the  criminal  acts  on  the  part  of  officials  in  connection 
with  the  recent  trial  of  Armenians.  One  Senator 
declared  that  such  acts  must  inspire  every  judicial 
functionary  with  a  feeling  of  horror. 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


May  I, 


SOLDIERS    v.    SCHOOLCHILDREN.      THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION 


LENA  AND    THE  "ENTENTE." 

{Continued  from  pn.ilc  .'.) 

accounts  for  the  curious  fact  that,  while  urgent 
invitations  arc  being  extended  to  foreign  capitalists 
to  come  to  Russia,  the  tiresome  and  hampering 
system  by  which  "  permission  "  at  every  turn  mint 
be  obtained  is  jealously  preserved. 

The  Lena  (ioldfields  Company  certainly  had  its 
own  man  in  the  person  of  Basil  de  Timiriazeff,  a 
former  Minister  of  Commerce,  to  whom  they  paid 
five  thousand  a  year  for  a  name  which  already 
figured  as  president  of  innumerable  companies.  For 
this  and  other  unproductive  but  necessary  expendi- 
ture it  was  the  workmen  who  had  to  pay,  and  the 
conditions  under  which  they  were  forced  to  work  at 
last  became  unbearable.  Notwithstanding  the  diffi- 
culties caused  by  the  frequent  fluctuations  in  their 
ranks  and  the  severe  measures  taken  in  Russia  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  combination,  the  Lena 
goldminers  declared  a  strike.  It  lasted  for  more 
than  a  month,  during  which  complete  order  was 
kept — a  remarkable  fact  when  we  realise  that  the 
mines  are  in  an  isolated  position,  with  very  little 
police  protection,  and  that  there  were  six  thousand 
workmen. 

The  demands  of  the  strikers  were  so  reasonable 
that  all  the  local  miring  officials  and  even  the  police 
sympathised  with  them,  and  tried  to  intercede  for 
them  with  the  mines  authorities.  The  latter,  how- 
ever, took  a  militant  attitude  from  the  beginning 
and  entirely  refused  to  enter  into  any  negotiations. 
They  proceeded  to  evict  the  men  (all  the  buildings 
in  which  they  lived  belonging  to  the  company)  and 
to  turn  their  families  out  into  the  snow  far  from  any 
town  or  village.  When  these  drastic  measures  failed 
either  to  break  the  strike  or  to  provoke  excesses, 
further  methods  were  resorted  to.  The  whole 
movement,  a  purely  economic  one,  was  given  a 
political  motive  ;  a  gendarmerie  officer  suddenly 
appeared,  and  the  Strike  Committee  were  arrested  in 
the  night.  The  next  day  the  workmen  complained  to 
the  district  Mines  Inspector,  who  happened  to  be 
very  popular  among  them.  While  they  were  in  the 
act  of  talking  to  him  shots  were  suddenly  fired,  with- 
out any  warning,  and  the  massacre,  which  has  already 
been  described  in  this  paper,  took  place. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  one  of  the  principal 
demands  of  the  strikers  was  for  courteous  treatment 
and  the  dismissal  of  two  or  three  of  the  roughest- 
mannered  of  the  mine  officials.  It  was  in  this  demand, 
and  in  the  demand  for  increased  wages  and  shorter 
hours,  that  a  political  meaning  was  discovered  by 
M.  de  Timiriazeff. 

A  short  time  ago  a  proposal  was  made  in  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  commemorate  the 
Anglo-Russian  entente  by  the  restoration  as  a  gift  to 
the  Tsar  of  one  of  the  bells  captured  from  the  monas- 
tery of  Solovetz  in  the  Crimean  War.  Such  a  gift, 
said  the  President,  would  please  his  Imperial  Majesty 
very  much. 

Thus  it  may  be  seen  what  the  English  rapproche- 
ment gives  to  Russia  :  a  bell  as  a  present  for  the 
Tsar  ;  five  thousand  a  year  for  M.  de  Timiriazeff  ; 
but  what  for  the  Russian  people  ?  As  it  would  seem, 
only  the  rotten  meat  for  the  workmen  of  Lena, 
followed  by  a  dessert  of  bullets  ! 

L.  R. 


JEWISH   CONVERTS  TO 
PROTESTANTISM. 

Rights  Withheld. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  recently  received  a 
ukase  from  the  Senate  concerning  the  rights  of  Jews 
who  have  embraced  Christianity  by  becoming  mem- 
bers of  various  Protestant  sects  in  Russia.  This 
question  was  originally  raised  by  the  late  M.  Stolypin, 
who  maintained  that  these  converted  Jews  ought  not 
to  enjoy  the  rights  of  Christians,  but  should  be 
subject  to  the  same  restrictions  as  other  Jews,  for  the 
reason  that  their  conversion  was  not  sincere,  and  that 
Article  776  of  the  Code,  which  treats  of  the  rights 
acquired  by  converted  Jews,  relates  only  to  such 
Jews  as  have  been  "sincerely  converted "'  to  a 
•'  serious  Christian  religion." 

The  Senatorial  decree  referred  to  above  adopts 
the  point  of  view  of  the  late  Minister,  and  declares 
that  Cij  although  the  Tsar  issued  the  Manifesto  of 
October  17th  ''loth;  granting  liberty  of  conscience 
and  of  worship  to  the  population  of  all  the  Kussias, 
this  manifesto  say-,  nothing  on  the  subject  of  the 
conversion  of  Jews  to  Protestant  sects ;  (ii.)  the 
regulations  of  Article  7,  Vol.  XI.  <iH(/>  edition,),  con- 
cerning the  conversion  of  Jew-,  to  Christianity,  apply 
only  to  a  limited  number  of  Christian  cults,  and  in  no 
wise  to  sects  possessing  no  regular  hierarchy  ;  and 
(iii.j  the  extension  of  this  right  to  these  sects  can 
result  only  from  a  new  law.  For  this  reason,  says 
the  Senate,  "it  i->  evident  that  Article  776,  Vol.  IX.  of 
the  year  according  to  which  Jews  converted  to 

Christianity  enjoy  all  the  rights  granted  to  Russian 
subjects,  cannot  beapplied  to  the  Jews  in  question." 


Military  Called  Out  to  Disperse  an 
ABC  Class. 

[From  our  Finnish  Cokkkm'oxdkxt.] 

Some  time  ago  the  Education  Committee  of  the 
Social  Democratic  party  in  Finland  organised  in 
several  towns  evening  classes  for  children,  in  which 
free  instruction  was  given  in  reading,  writing,  &c. 
Suddenly,  however,  this  beneficent  enterprise  was 
forbidden  by  order  of  the  Governor-General.  Pos- 
sibly he  anticipated  therefrom  some  danger  to  the 
security  of  the  Russian  Empire,  or  else  the  prohibi- 
tion is  to  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  game  of  provo- 
cation which  the  Government  loves  to  play  among 
those  whom  it  wishes  to  destroy. 

There  does  not  appear,  however,  to  have  been  a 
universal  disposition  to  submit  without  further 
formalities  to  this  absolutely  illegal  and  outrageous 
order.  Recently,  one  Sunday  evening,  the  Prefect 
of  Police  at  Helsingfors,  who  holds  the  rank  of 
Colonel,  conceived  himself  to  be  under  the  necessity 
of  raiding  the  hall  in  which  a  number  of  future  Social 
Democrats  were  studying  their  ABC,  in  order  to  dis- 
perse the  criminal  assembly.  The  Colonel  evidently 
expected  an  armed  resistance  on  the  part  of  the 
children,  for  he  was  accompanied  by  a  troop  of 
Russian  soldiers,  whom  he  posted  in  front  of  the 
building.  But  there  was  no  massacre.  The  children 
made  no  attempt  to  harm  the  Colonel,  but  returned 
peaceably  to  their  homes.  However,  it  is  likely 
that  their  respect  for  authority,  if  they  still  possessed 
any,  was  not  severely  shaken. 

The  moral  of  this  episode  (which  may  seem 
incredible,  but  is  nevertheless  true)  will  probably  not 
have  escaped  the  Russian  Government  and  the 
bureaucracy  :  that  the  necessity  of  a  strong  army  of 
occupation  in  Finland  is  for  the  future  amply 
demonstrated. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  thatthe  co-operation 
of  the  Russian  military  in  the  expedition  of  the  Pre- 
fect of  Police  was  illegal. 


A   FAKED  ADDRESS. 

Ex-Convict's  Work  as  Russian  Agent  in 
Finland. 


[From  Our  Finnish  Correspondent.] 
For  some  years  past  the  Russian  Government, 
chiefly  through  the  medium  of  the  Greek  clergy,  has 
been  making  vigorous  attempts  to  russify  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  eastern  part  of  Finland,  adjoining  the 
Russian  frontier,  of  whom  a  minority  professes  the 
Greek  faith.  The  principal  method  employed  is  the 
foundation  of  Russian  schools.  A  short  time  ago  we 
read  in  the  papers  that  from  one  of  these  com- 
munes an  address  to  the  Tsar  had  been  sent  to  the 
Governor  of  Viborg  requesting  that  a  Russian  school 
should  be  founded  in  that  district.  The  Governor 
received  the  address  very  graciously,  and  promised 
to  forward  it  to  the  Tsar  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
Nationalist  Press  made  much  capital  out  of  this 
incident,  which  was  regarded  as  an  expression  of  the 
real  aspirations  of  the  people. 

All  at  once,  however,  a  sinister  silence  fell  on  the 
affair — and  not  without  cause.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
it  has  been  shown  that  the  person  who  presented  the 
address  to  the  Governor  is  a  criminal  who  was  con- 
victed of  incendiarism,  and  who.  after  leaving 
prison,  changed  his  name,  and  concealed  his 
identity.  It  was  this  individual  who  was  appointed 
to  carry  on  a  propaganda  work  in  the  good  cause. 
Further,  he  had  arranged  that  work  in  a  manner 
extremely  convenient  to  himself,  for,  instead  of  going 
from  house  to  house  in  order  to  collect  signatures 
for  the  address,  he  wrote  them  all  himself  ! 

Such  is  the  character  of  the  endeavours  to  persuade 
the  public  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  East  of  Finland 
wish  to  be  russified. 


THE   TAXATION  SCREW. 

In  the  course  of  the  Duma  debate  on  the 
Taxation  Department  estimates,  Deputy  Schepkin 
declared  thai  the  taxation  screw  had  reached  its 
limit  and  now  refused  to  act.  Hence  there  was  no 
other  means  left  for  raising  the  producing  power  of 
the  population  except  economy,  which,  however, 
could  hardly  be  expected  from  the  Government's 
policy.  By  her  conduct  at  the  Brussels  Conference 
Ru  sia  had  sold  the  interests  of  her  sugar  industry  to 
those  of  the  German  industry  for  five  years,  while  on 
the  Russian  Exchanges  the  economic  subjection  to 
Germany  was  accepted  as  an  established  fact.  It  was 
<  ven  stated  on  'Chang'  that,  when  the  Ministry  of 
Finance  started  to  effect  payments  independently  of 
Germany,  it  received  instructions  not  to  make  any 
payments  in  future  except  through  Perlin. 


Trial     of    Beilis    for   "  Ritual     Murder  " 
Again  Postponed. 


On  April  22nd  the  Kieff  Di-trict  Court  rescinded 
its  previous  decision,  fixing  the  trial  of  Beilis  for 
May  30th.  The  case  has  now  been  taken  off  the 
Court  list  on  the  ground  of  the  inability  of  two 
medical  experts  for  the  prosecution  to  attend  on  the 
date  previously  fixed.  Professor  Sikorsky  being  pre- 
vented by  illness  and  Professor  Obolensky  by  his 
duties  as  Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty.  Owing  to 
the  postponement  and  the  weak  state  of  the  health 
of  the  accused,  the  counsel  for  the  defence  have 
applied  for  the  release  of  Beilis  from  custody  on  bail. 

The  Kieff  "Unionists"  arc  preparing  a  special 
book  of  instructions  for  the  benefit  of  the  jurymen  in 
the  case.  It  will  be  accompanied  by  a  special  dic- 
tionary containing  in  alphabetical  order  "everything 
that  the  jurymen  need  to  know  about  ritual  murders,'' 
and  explaining  the  various  terms  that  may  occur  in 
the  course  of  the  trial.  Several  thousand  copies  of 
this  work  are  to  be  printed. 

Another  Libel. 

The  RiiSbkoc  Znamya  reports  the  disappearance  of 
a  girl  of  the  age  of  thirteen  at  the  town  of  Home], 
which  it  calls  the  centre  of  Jewry,  and  accompanies 
the  report  by  the  following  warning  : — 

"  Russian  people  should  firmly  remember  that  in 
Galician  Russia  (Austria  the  disappearance  of  chil- 
dren before  the  Jewish  Passover  is  such  a  common 
thing  that  the  poor,  whose  children  chiefly  disappear, 
do  not  even  apply  to  the  court,  and  still  less  to  the 
Administration,  wiiich  is  bought  over  by  the  Jews." 

A  protest  against  the  blood  libel  has  been  organised 
and  published  at  Kieff.  It  is  extensively  signed  by 
lawyers,  doctors,  teachers,  and  other  professional 
men,  among  whom  there  is  a  large  proportion  of 
Conservatives. 


GOVERNMENTS  ELECTION 
MANOEUVRES. 


Interpellation  in  the  Duma. 

On  April  25th  the  Duma  discussed  the  motion  for 
urgency  on  the  Labour  interpellation  regarding  the 
illegal  interference  of  the  authorities  with  the  rights 
of  electors. 

Deputy  Voyloshnikoft  said  that  he  did  not  expect 
the  majority  to  vote  for  the  interpellation,  as  it  did 
not  suit  them  to  trouble  the  Government  about  ille- 
galities, whereas  the  Right  and  the  Nationalists  had 
been  begging  the  Government  for  some  time  to  help 
them  force  their  way  into  the  next  Duma. 

Deputy  Roditcheff.  the  Cadet  Leader,  said  thatthe 
official  world  was  talking  shamelessly  about  pre- 
paring the  elections,  which  meant  infringing  the 
freedom  of  election  and  the  electoral  laws.  The 
authorities  were  dishonest,  and  did  not  scruple  to  lie 
when  the  truth  was  unpalatable  to  the  Government. 
Turning  to  the  majority  he  exclaimed  : — 

"  Will  you,  after  the  dissolution,  come  before  the 
electors  with  visor  up  and  say  :  '  We  did  not  ask  for 
subsidies,  nor  for  breaches  of  the  law,  but  we  desire 
an  honest  electoral  contest '  ?  Or  will  you  be 
satisfied  with  the  possibility  of  new  electoral 
crimes  ? " 

The  motion  for  urgency  was  rejected,  but  the 
interpellation  was  referred  to  a  committee  with 
instructions  to  report  within  a  week. 

Governor  Khvostoff  recently  decided  on  the  expul- 
sion of  a  number  of  Jewish  artisans  from  Nijoi. 
They  appealed  to  the  Senate  against  the  Governors 
illegal  action,  and  asked  that  the  expulsions  should  be 
suspended  until  the  judicial  decision. 

The  Governor  opposes  the  postponement,  pointing 
out  to  the  Senate  that  if  the  complainants  were 
allowed  to  stay  on  in  the  interval  they  would  take 
part  in  the  election  and  vote  for  undesirable 
candidates. 


COUNT  BENCKENDORF  S  "CRIME.  ' 


The  First  Department  of  the  Senate  has  rejected 
the  complaint  of  M.  Muratoff,  Governor  of  Tamboff, 
against  Count  Bcnckcndorf,  the  Marshal  of  Nobility 
of  Morshansk.  The  "crime  "  of  Count  Benckendorf 
consisted  in  his  having  allowed,  while  presiding  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Zcmstvo,  the  introduction  of  a  pro- 
posal to  honour  the  memory  of  the  President  of  the 
first  Duma,  Prof.  Muromtseff.  Though  the  motion 
was  not  adopted,  the  mere  permission  to  discuss  it 
was  regarded  by  the  Governor  as  constituting  a 
criminal  act,  and  he  accordingly  reported  it  to  the 
Senate,  with  the  result  already  mentioned. 
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THE    VOICE    OF  ENGLAND. 


It  gives  us  very  great  pleasure  to  see  that 
Great  Britain  has  resolved  not  to  lag  behind 
France,  Germany,  and  the  enlightened  portion  of 
Russia  in  protesting  against  that  abominable 
libel  on  the  Jewish  faith  known  as  the  "  Blood 
Accusation,"  which  is  now  being  spread  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Russian 
Empire  in  connection  with  a  case  of  murder  at 
Kieff.  Indeed,  so  far  from  lagging  behind,  this 
country  has  crowned  the  monument  of  inter- 
national protest  with  a  denunciation  which,  as 
will  readily  be  admitted,  is  the  most  remarkable 
and  influential  pronouncement  on  the  subject 
that  has  ever  been  penned  or  published.  The 
long  list  of  signatories  embraces  all  that  is  best 
in,  and  most  representative  of,  British  culture 
and  British  achievement  in  the  highest  walks  of 
life.  The  Churches  repudiate  this  "  cruel  and 
utterly  baseless  libel "  by  the  testimony  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Archbishop  of 
York,  the  Primate  of  All  Ireland,  eighteen 
Bishops,  and  other  high  ecclesiastics  of  the 
Established  faith,  the  Cardinal  Archbishop  of 
Westminster,  and  the  leaders  of  the  Noncon- 
formist sects.  Statesmanship  and  Parliament 
are  represented  by  two  ex-Premiers  in  the 
persons  of  Lord  Rosebery  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
ihc  Syczkzr  cf  the  House  cf  Commons,  the  Cuke 
of  Norfolk,  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  the 
Earl  of  Halsbury,  the  Earl  of  Selborne,  Earl 
Cromer,  Viscount  Milner,  Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain, Mr.  Walter  Long,  Mr.  Alfred  Lyttelton, 
and  Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald — to  cite  but  a  few 
of  those  whose  names  appear  in  this  connection. 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  lend  all  the  weight  of 
their  scholarship  and  authority  to  the  protest, 
among  the  signatories  being  Lord  Rayleigh, 
Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  the 
Vice- Chancellors  and  many  Heads  of  colleges  at 
both  seats  of  learning,  together  with  a  host  of 
professors,  lecturers,  and  tutors  ;  while  London, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dublin,  and  Birmingham 
TJniversities  also  add  their  voice.  As  represen- 
tatives of  the  Law  we  have  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
Lord  Justice  Vaughan  Williams,  three  High 
Court  Judges,  and  counsel  of  the  standing  of  Sir 
Edward  Carson  and  Sir  Edward  Clarke.  Science 
and  medicine  are  personified  in  Sir  William 
Crookes,  Sir  Thomas  Barlow,  Sir  William 
Ramsay,  Sir  Oliver  Lodge,  Sir  Henry  Morris,  and 
many  others,  including  the  Presidents  of  several 
of  the  great  learned  Societies.  Sir  Edward 
Poynter  speaks  for  Art,  and  his  example  is 
followed  by  a  number  of  his  fellow-Academicians 
and  other  artists.  From  the  list  of  literary  men 
who  have  appended  their  signatures  very  few 
names  of  the  first  importance  are  missing ; 
among  those  who  have  signed  it  is  sufficient  to 
mention  Mr.  Thomas  Hardy,  Mr.  Alfred  Austin, 
Mr.  Frederic  Harrison,  Sir  Arthur  Pinero,  Sir 
Arthur  Quiller-Couch,  Mr.  H.  G.  Wells,  and  Mr. 
Bernard  Shaw.  The  list  is  appropriately  com- 
pleted by  the  names  of  the  editors  of  several 
great  daily  papers  and  reviews. 

It  is,  indeed,  a  fine  list,  and  those  who  have 
organised  this  British  protest  have  every  reason 
to  be  proud  of  their  achievement.  No  more 
authoritative  pronouncement  against  the  Blood 
Accusation  could  well  be  conceived,  and  when  it 
is  added  to  the  similar  denunciations  that  have 


been  signed  by  all  the  leading  Russian  intellec- 
tuals, and  by  hundreds  of  distinguished  theo- 
logians, politicians,  and  professional  men  of  every 
description  in  France  and  Germany,  the  result  is 
an  international  refutation  of  overwhelming  force. 
In  the  face  of  these  utterances,  which  have  been 
published  in  the  Press  of  all  countries,  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  any  one  who  wishes  to  retain 
a  reputation  for  sanity  can  still  cling,  or  pretend 
to  cling,  to  the  belief  that  the  Jews  practise  ritual 
murder.  It  may  be  argued  that  the  protests  will 
not  achieve  their  object  because  they  are  not 
likely  to  reach  the  unlettced  Russian  peasantry 
among  whom  the  preposterous  belief  circulates. 
But  the  real  objective  of  these  denunciations 
must  be  not  the  simple-minded  masses,  but  those 
unscrupulous  campaigners  who  are  always  ready 
to  play  upon  their  ignorance  and  credulity.  In 
the  case  which  is  still  drugging  its  slow  length 
along  at  Kieff  it  was  not  the  populace  that 
accused  Beilis  and  his  co-religionists  of  hav- 
ing committed  a  ritual  murder.  That  charge 
was  deliberately  set  on  foot  by  anti-Semitic 
agitators  belonging  to  the  "  Black  Hundred " 
political  organisations,  and  was  first  uttered  and 
most  assiduously  fostere  1  in  the  newspapers 
representing  their  views.  So  powerful  are  these 
organisations  in  Russia  that  they  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  imposing  their  will  on  the  Government 
authorities,  more  especially  since  the  Minister  of 
Justice  is  cue  c£  the— ««st  pronounced  anti- 
Semites  in  the  country.  Thus  it  came  about  that 
the  prosecution  of  the  Jew  Beilis  was  engi- 
neered throughout  on  the  unconcealed  sup- 
position that  the  murder  with  which  lie 
stands  charged  was  committed  for  cere- 
monial purposes.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
in  almost  every  age  the  myth  had  been 
exploded  by  Papal  Bulls  and  by  the  affirma- 
tions of  Kings  and  scholars  throughout  Europe, 
the  Russian  Government  willingly  lent  its 
countenance  to  the  abominable  slander  revived 
by  its  "  Black  Hundred  "  masters,  whose  object, 
from  first  to  last,  has  been  to  discredit  the  Jews 
in  the  eyes  of  the  general  population.  Therefore, 
in  whatever  terms  they  may  be  phrased,  it  is  to 
the  Russian  Government  that  the  protests 
against  the  Blood  Accusation  are  really  addressed  ; 
and  in  view  of  what  has  been  and  still  is  taking 
place  at  Kieff,  and  of  the  fears  of  a  general 
pogrom  entertained  by  the  whole  of  Russian 
Jewry,  no  one  can  deny  that  their  issue  is  to-day 
a  deplorable  necessity.  The  document  that  has 
just  been  published,  with  its  brilliant  array  of 
signatures,  will,  we  venture  to  think,  create  a 
very  decided  impression  in  Russia,  where,  as  is 
well  known,  British  opinion  is  held  in  high 
esteem.  If  it  has  any  sense  of  shame  left  in  it, 
the  Government  must  surely  cease  to  lend  its. 
support,  even  if  it  does  not  offer  its  active  oppo- 
sition, to  an  accusation  which  the  British  protest 
stigmatises  as  "  an  insult  to  Western  culture  and 
a  dishonour  to  the  Churches  in  whose  name  it 
has  been  falsely  formulated."  And  perhaps  it  is 
not  too  much  to  hope  that  before  the  indignation 
of  England's  greatest  men  even  the  rogues  of  the 
"  Black  Hundred  "  will  stand  abashed  and  silent. 


The  former  Chief  of  Police  at  Ekaterinodar,  who 
last  year  was  sentenced  to  death  by  court  martial  for 
the  murder  of  three  alleged  "  political  "  prisoners,  but 
was  reprieved  and  released  through  the  influence  of 
the  Governor-General  and  the  Mead  of  the  Okhrana, 
is  now  charged  with  uttering  forged  banknotes. 


THE   LENA  MASSACRE. 


General  Condemnation  of  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior. 


INVESTIGATION  PROMISED. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  May  2nd. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  the  Lena  tragedy  and  the 
heartless  statements  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
have  aroused  a  storm  of  indignation  among  all 
classes  of  the  Russian  people.  Protest  meetings  and 
sympathetic  strikes  of  a  day's  duration  have  taken 
place  in  Moscow  and  many  provincial  towns  to  an 
extent  unparalleled  for  many  years.  Even  Conser- 
vative newspapers  have  not  refrained  from  con- 
demning M.  Makaroff  and  his  egregious  declaration 
last  Wednesday  in  the  Duma.  It  would,  however, 
be  useless  to  defend  it,  for  there  is  but  one  opinion. 

But,  after  all,  the  Minister  was  not  far  out  in  inter- 
preting the  psychological  motives  of  those  who 
caused  the  massacre  of  the  Lena  workmen.  Had 
the  notorious  Captain  1  reschenkoff  himself  appeared 
before  the  Duma,  he  would  scarcely  have  been  able 
to  give  better  reasons  for  his  action  than  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  for  M.  Makaroff  confined  himself  to 
repeating  the  reports  received  by  the  Police  Depart- 
ment. These  documents  are  a  criterion  of  the 
spirit  which  rules  in  this  department.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  official  reports  on  all  other  public 
occurrences  in  Russia  are  of  the  same  tenor.  It  has 
become  a  regular  practice  to  attribute  discontent  or 
unrest  to  the  intrigues  of  malicious  enemies  of  the 
Government,  who — in  the  eyes  of  the  police  agents — 
are  the  worst  of  criminals,  and  should  be  removed  and 
punished  as  such.  Punishment  should  also  be  meted 
out  to  all  who  obey  or  adhere  to  these  agitators,  for 
the  Government  must  show  that  strength  is  on  its  side. 
A  Demonstration  of  Power. 

Such  is  the  political  soil  producing  the  evil  fruits 
of  the  political  police.  For  it  is  only  a  question  of 
the  demonstration  of  power,  and  the  Lena  massacre 
proves  how  the  representatives  of  the  administrative 
bodies,  supported  by  the  presence  and  help  of  the 
military  forces,  are  led  to  brutality  and  acts  of 
violence.  It  is  the  curse  of  the  present  police  methods 
that  they  have  recourse  to  bayonets  and  bullets 
instead  of  appealing  to  common  sense  and  trying  to 
gain  an  insight  into  the  circumstances. 

Makaroff  says,  "  So  it  has  been,  and  so  it  will  be," 
and  he  has  thus  provided  for  himself  a  fatal  testi- 
monium paupertaiis.  It  was,  indeed,  no  mere  unlucky 
chance  ;  it  was  a  catastrophe — the  result  of  the 
system  now  so  strenuously  employed  to  combat  social 
and  political  movements  by  police  measures. 

It  would  appear  that  the  flood  of  protests  and  the 
storm  of  indignation  caused  by  the  Lena  affair  and 
the  failure  of  the  Ministerial  explanation  have  led  to 
certain  results.  At  yesterday's  sitting  of  the  Duma, 
when  the  discussion  on  the  massacre  was  continued' 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  was  absent,  and  the 
Minister  of  Commerce — under  instructions  from  the 
Premier,  M.  Kokovtsoff — made  a  new  statement, 
which  was  intended  to  weaken  to  a  certain  extent 
the  impression  caused  by  M.  Makaroff's  speech. 
The  Minister  of  Commerce  promised  an  investiga- 
tion by  an  independent  person  of  high  rank,  to  whom 
special  powers  would  be  given,  as  soon  as  the  con- 
ditions of  the  roads  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
Company  would  admit  of  his  journey.  Certain 
measures  to  improve  the  position  of  the  miners 
would  be  adopted.  Of  course,  this  is  not  much  ;  it 
only  tends  to  prove  that  the  Premier  is  at  a  loss  to 
improve  on  the  Makaroff  methods,  to  which  he 
cannot  now  give  an  unconditional  approval. 


MINERS'  STATEMENT. 

Shot  While  Peacefully  Smoking. 

Professor  Miliukoff,  the  well-known  "Cadet" 
leader,  has  received  a  telegram  from  the  Lena 
miners  with  regard  to  the  Ministerial  statements  in 
the  Duma.  They  say  that  M.  Makaroff  was  misled 
by  the  reports  of  the  local  authorities.  From  the 
beginning  of  the  strike  they  had  never  concealed 
their  acts  from  the  police.  On  many  occasions  the 
police  were  present  at  their  meetings,  so  that  there 
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could  be  no  question  of  political  speeches.  The 
committee  whose  members  were  arrested  had 
actually  been  elected  at  the  suggestion  of  the  police. 
The  men  who  were  shot  down  were  not  conveying 
threats,  but  a  declaration  to  the  Assistant  Public 
Prosecutor.  Several  miners,  who  stopped  when  told 
by  the  Engineer  Tulchinsky  not  to  proceed  further, 
sat  down  to  enjoy  a  smoke,  and  were  killed  with 
their  tobacco-pouches  in  their  hands,  while  others 
had  the  written  declaration  in  their  pockets. 

Another  telegram,  sent  by  District-Engineer 
Tulchinsky,  states  that  the  crowd  was  quite  unarmed, 
nor  was  there,  contrary  to  the  allegations  made,  any 
trace  of  bricks  or  cudgels  to  be  found  on  the  spot 
after  the  massacre.  The  expression  "armed"  used 
in  a  previous  telegram  had  been  introduced  at  lhe 
insistence  of  Captain  Treschenkoff,  the  captain  of 
gendarmerie  who  gave  the  order  to  fire.  After  the 
very  first  volley  from  the  soldiers  the  workmen  threw 
themselves  on  the  ground,  as  he  did  himself.  The 
crowd  never  moved  forward,  nor  were  any  shouts  of 
"  Hurrah  "  to  be  heard. 


The  Progressives  have  introduced  an  interpellation 
in  the  Duma  inquiring  what  steps  are  contemplated 
by  the  Government  for  allaying  the  public  excitement 
caused  by  the  Lena  massacre,  which  finds  expression 
in  students'  demonstrations  and  workmen's  strikes. 


LENA  SHARES. 


Significant  Facts  and  Figures. 


A  correspondent  writes  : — 

Without  formulating  any  accusations,  a  Moscow 
paper  has  raised  the  question  what  was  the  connec- 
tion between  the  shooting  down  of  the  miners  and 
the  recent  issue  of  new  cheap  Lena  shares  in  Russia. 
Such  a  question  is  naturally  suggested  by  the  facts 
and  figures,  and  one  is  involuntarily  reminded  of  the 
proverb  :  Fecit  cut piodest. 

Before  the  recent  events  the  market  price  of  Lena 
shares  in  St.  Petersburg  was  from  3,775  to  3,785 
roubles.  When  the  news  of  the  strike  became  known, 
they  went  down  a  little,  while  after  the  massacre  they 
fell  to  3,660  roubles  on  April  18th,  to  3,450  roubles  on 
April  19th,  ?.nd  to  3,400-3,335  roubles  on  April  26th. 
At  the  same  time  it  was  rumoured  on  the  Stock 
Exchange  that  persons  in  close  connection  with  the 
Board  of  Directors  were  buying  up  the  shares.  A 
few  days  ago  the  issue  of  36,800  new  small  Lena 
shares  had  to  be  conducted  at  the  nominal  price  of 
150  roubles  per  share,  to  the  total  amount  of  5,520,000 
roubles.  Out  of  these  36,800  shares,  27,600  were 
allotted  to  the  English,  and  9,200  to  the  Russian 
holders  of  the  big  Lena  shares,  every  holder  of  two 
big  shares  being  entitled  to  three  small  ones. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  strike  the  Lena 
shares  gradually  came  down  in  price,  but  were 
eagerly  purchased.  On  April  27th  the  new  small 
shares  were  allotted  to  the  holders  of  the  big  shares. 
The  Russian  jobbers  made  out  of  this  operation 
4,397,000  roubles,  and  the  English  jobbers  13,192,800 
roubles,  for  the  holders  got  those  shares  at  281 
roubles  each,  whereas  on  the  evening  of  the  same 
day  they  were  quoted  on  'Change  at  759-785  roubles. 

To  whom,  then,  was  a  fall  in  Lena  shares  of  advan- 
tage ?  For  whom  was  it  profitable  to  render  acute 
a  strike  that  was  proceeding  peacefully,  and  who  has 
gained  by  the  shooting  down  of  defenceless  work- 
men i 

Another  correspondent  writes  that  the  English 
Lena  Company,  formed  in  July,  1908,  paid  20  per 
cent,  dividend  for  the  fifteen  months  to  1910,  and 
30  per  cent,  for  1910-11,  carrying  forward  a  balance 
of  ^9,763  and  making  advances  to  the  Russian 
Mining  Corporation,  with  which  it  is  linked. 


PRISON  HORRORS. 

Warders   Resigning  and  Convicts  Com- 
mitting Suicide. 

A  letter  from  a  political  prisoner  in  Siberia  des- 
cribes the  cruelties  practised  at  the  Tobolsk  Convict 
Settlement.  Even  the  warders  are  resigning  their 
posts,  being  unable  to  stand  the  sight  of  the  con- 
tinual tortures  and  floggings  inflicted  without  rhyme 
or  reason.  Hunger-strikes  having  failed  to  soften 
the  hearts  of  the  prison  authorities,  six  inmates  of  the 
prison  have  cut  open  their  veins,  and  the  others  are 
contemplating  suicide  in  a  similar  manner.  The 
convicts  -entenced  for  life  are  handcuffed  and  not 
allowed  to  do  any  work.  Deputy  Pyanykh  has  been 
placed  again  in  the  same  ward  with  them,  and  has 
to  wear  chains  in  spite  of  the  injured  condition  of  his 
hands. 


On  April  30th  forty-six  Cadet  Deputies  entered  a 
protest  against  the  behaviour  of  the  Duma  Vice- 
President,  Prince  Vblkonsky,  in  which  they  point 
out  that  the  Chair  displays  three  different  attitudes 
towards  the  Right,  the  Left,  and  the  representatives 
of  the  Government  respectively. 


THE  GOVERNMENT  AND  THE 
FAMINE. 


No    Provision    Made   Against    the  Evil. 
A    REGULAR  VISITANT. 


At  last  public  indignation  at  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment's absurd  and  inhuman  prohibition  of  the  collec- 
tion of  money,  food,  and  clothes  for  the  starving 
peasantry  in  the  famine  districts  has  had  its  effect, 
and  help  is  beginning  to  be  organised  by  munici- 
palities, charitable  societies,  and  private  individuals. 
But  this  help  is  insignificant  compared  with  the 
extent  of  the  suffering.  The  present  famine  is  worse 
than  any  that  has  befallen  Russia  in  the  last  forty 
years.  The  large  area  east  of  the  Volga  up  to  the 
centre  of  Siberia  and  the  so-called  steppe  provinces 
of  Central  Asia,  with  a  total  population  of  42  millions, 
is  affected  by  the  failure  of  last  summer's  crops,  and 
more  than  half  this  population  is  actually  starving. 
Thepitifullv  inadequate  attemp's  at  relief  have  only 
resulted  in  the  cry  for  help  growing  louder  and  more 
insistent.  Local  agents  have  in  many  cases  been 
driven  to  despair.  A  Sister  of  Mercy,  Mile.  Kurakin, 
who  was  in  charge  of  a  relief  centre  in  a  Ural 
village,  committed  suicide  on  April  13th  because  she 
could  not  obtain  food  or  funds  from  the  Government, 
and  could  no  longer  bear  the  sight  of  the  terrible 
suffering  around  her.  A  school-teacher  in  the 
Saratoff  province  similarly  ended  her  life  in  order  to 
avoid  witnessing  the  misery  of  the  starving  children. 

As  the  result  of  the  famine  an  epidemic  of  scurvy 
is  raging.  In  two  districts  of  the  Turgay  Province 
(which  are,  however,  not  in  the  worst  area)  7,220 
cases  of  this  disease  have  been  officially  registered, 
while  in  one  village,  Lvovsk,  500  cases  have  occurred. 
In  the  Kazan  district  and  town  parents  are  willing  to 
sell  their  children  for  a  few  roubles  in  order  to  save 
the  lives  of  their  little  ones. 

Cholera  and  Plague 

Great  as  the  suffering  is  now,  in  the  spring,  it  is  to 
be  foreseen  that  it  will  be  worse  in  the  summer,  when 
to  the  epidemics  of  typhus  and  scurvy  will  be  added 
cholera  and  possibly  plague.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  during  the  last  six  years  cholera  has  been 
raging  in  the  Samara,  Kazan,  Saratoff,  Astrakhan, 
and  Don  provinces,  where  in  1910  the  number  of 
deaths  from  this  cauSfijrtached  the  terrible  figure 
of  101,000  ;  while  the  plague  appeared  last  summer 
and  autumn  in  the  steppe  provinces  and  in  Astrakhan. 
These  same  provinces  are  now  striken  with  famine. 
If  by  misfortune  these  epidemics  should  break  out 
again,  the  population,  exhausted  by  long  starvation 
and  bad  food,  will  not  be  able  to  resist.  And,  further, 
the  lack  of  sanitary  and  medical  organisation  is 
appalling.  The  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Makaroff, 
in  his  memoranda  presented  to  the  Council  of 
Ministers  last  December,  described  the  deplorable 
hygienic  conditions  of  Russia.  On  an  average, 
including  St.  Petersburg,  Moscow,  Warsaw,  Odessa, 
and  other  large  towns,  in  the  whole  Empire  there  is 
only  one  doctor  to  every  12,000  inhabitants  ;  for  the 
rural  districts  but  one  to  every  16,000.  Hospitals  do 
not  exist  in  the  country,  except  a  few  small  institu- 
tions in  provincial  towns.  The  population  being 
scattered  over  large  areas,  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Zemstvo  doctors  to  apply  medical  aid  in  time.  It 
must  be  added,  in  amplification  of  this  Ministerial 
declaration,  that  a  doctor  of  Progressive  opinions 
may  not  practise  among  the  peasants  without  the 
permission  of  the  political  police,  and  this  is  sys- 
tematically withheld.  Cases  are  known  of  docors 
being  deported  as  political  suspects  to  remote  pro- 
vinces and  being  debarred  from  practising,  although 
the  local  population  was  in  crying  need  of  medical 
advice  ;  and  peasants  and  their  wives  have  been  pro- 
secuted by  the  police  for  applying  to  the  deported 
doctor  for  help  in  time  of  a  diphtheria  epidemic  among 
their  children. 

A   Periodical  Spectre. 

The  calamity  of  the  failure  of  crops  and  famine 
has  been  periodical  during  the  last  forty  years.  At  the 
time  of  the  abolition  of  serfdom  in  1861  the  Samara 
province  was  still  considered  the  granary  of  Russia, 
as  were  the  Saratoff  and  Don  provinces.  But  since 
1873,  when  the  first  great  famine  attacked  the  Samara 
and  neighbouring  provinces,  this  spectre  has  made 
regular  appearances.  Two  of  the  principal  causes  of 
these  national  disasters  are  the  physical  and  climatic 
conditions  and  the  ruinons  increase  of  Imperial 
expenses.  At  the  time  of  the  first  Samara  famine 
agricultural  scientists  and  meteorologists  showed  that 
the  whole  of  Central  Asia  and  the  basin  of  the 
Caspian  Sea  are  receiving  less  and  less  rainfall,  and 
as  deforestation  in  Northern  and  Central  Russia  is 
recklessly  proceeding  the  snow  and  spring  water  arc 
no  longer  retained  by  the  earth  ;  so  that  from  the 
end  of  the  month  of  May  the  land  begins  to  be  dry. 
Several  schemes  for  afforestation  and  irrigation  were 
suggested,  but  as  in  Russia  all  private  initiative  is 


crushed,  and  the  Government  had  neither  money  nor 
energy,  nothing  was  done.  Even  in  Central  A-ia 
and  Transcaucasia,  where  the  population  created  its 
own  system  of  irrigation  which  served  marvellously 
well  for  centuries,  during  the  last  twenty  years 
disorganisation  and  decay  have  been  caused  by  the 
ruinous  interference  of  the  bureaucracy. 

Agricultural  Ruin. 

Concerning  the  second  cause,  the  increase  of 
State  expenses,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that,  whereas 
at  the  time  of  the  abolition  of  serfdom  the  whole 
Russian  budget  amounted  to  410  million  roubles,  it  is 
now  over  3  milliards,  and  the  yearly  interest  on 
foreign  loans  paid  in  gold  alone  reaches  413  million 
roubles — more  than  the  whole  budget  in  i860.  In 
no  other  country  are  the  people  so  crushed  by  taxes 
as  in  Russia.  It  might  be  imagined  that  the  pro- 
ductivity of  the  country  has  kept  pace  with  the 
expenses.  The  Senatorial  Commission  of  Inquiry 
into  the  agricultural  conditions  of  Russia  proper, 
which  worked  under  Witte's  Administration,  tells  a 
different  tale.  The  statistical  tables  published  by  its 
secretary,  Senator  Polenoff,  showed  that  nineteen 
provinces  of  Central  Russia,  the  very  heart  of  the 
Empire,  are  now  in  a  worse  condition  than  at  the 
time  of  abolition  of  serfdom  ;  the  average  crops  are 
smaller  ;  the  number  of  cattle  in  a  peasant  house- 
hold less,  and  economically  those  provinces  are 
ruined. 

Nevertheless,  Russia  exports  yearly  huge  quan- 
tities of  grain.  The  explanation  is  that  the  peasants 
have  to  pay  between  October  and  November  their 
State  and  provincial  taxes ;  if  they  have  no  money 
their  cattle  and  goods  are  seized.  In  order  to  avoid 
this  they  must  dispose  of  their  crops  at  any  price, 
after  selling  even  what  is  needed  for  their  own  food. 

The  present  condition  of  the  Russian  peasants  is 
gloomy,  and,  what  is  worse,  the  prospects  are  not 
brighter.  The  Russian  State  cannot  diminish  its 
expenses,  and  no  private  effort  can  restore  the  pro- 
ductive capacity  of  the  ruined  millions. 

W.  TCHERKESOFF. 


THE   "LITTLE  RUSSIAN" 
MOVEMENT. 


Count  Bohrinsky's  Campaign. 


The  last  three  issues  of  Darkest  Russia  have 
dealt  fully  with  the  extraordinary  letter  of  the  leader 
of  the  Russian  Nationalists,  Count  V.  Bobrinsky, 
which  appeared  in  the  Times  on  April  10th.  As 
already  stated,  it  is  now  known  that  the  attack  made 
on  the  Little  Russians  in  the  columns  of  the  Times 
constitutes  only  one  move  in  a  carefully  thought-out 
scheme  which  aims  at  the  complete  destruction  of 
the  Ukrainian  movement.  The  spectre  of  30,000,000 
Ukrainians  becoming  a  united  and  powerful  nation 
begins  seriously  to  trouble  the  Russian  Government, 
and  Count  Bobrinsky,  who  knows  how  to  connect 
his  personal  ambitions  with  "  State "  problems,  has 
now  undertaken  a  final  crusade  in  which  he  is 
backed  by  the  Government. 

In  the  Austrian  parts  of  the  Ukraine  sensational 
arrests  amongst  the  agents  of  Count  Bobrinsky  have 
just  been  made,  and  the  disclosures  that  have  been 
made  in  connection  therewith  have  shocked  Vienna  to 
an  unparalleled  degree.  It  is  now  established  beyond 
doubt  that  Bobrinsky's  followers  in  Galicia  were 
simply  spying  and  trying  to  obtain  important  secrets 
for  the  benefit  of  a  "  friendly  Power."  In  the 
Austrian  Parliament  a  Ukrainian  deputy,  Cyril 
Trylovsky,  a^ked  the  President  of  Ministers  whether 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  letter  in  the  Times,  and 
whether  he  saw  any  connection  between  it  and  the 
results  of  the  arrests  in  Galicia.  However,  these 
little  accidents  in  Galicia  do  not  discourage  the 
Russian  Nationalists.  A  memorandum  is  now  being 
prepared  which  it  is  proposed  to  address  to  the 
editorial  offices  and  politicians  of  Europe.  It  will 
deal  with  the  same  topics  as  the  letter  in  the  Times, 
and  it  will  have  the  same  object — to  prejudice  the 
revival  of  the  Ukrainian  race. 

Repression. 

In  the  Council  of  State,  in  St.  Petersburg,  another 
leader  of  the  Nationalists,  M.  Pikhno,  has  been 
attacking  the  Bill  proposing  to  establish  a  system  of 
general  education  in  Russia.  M.  Pikhno  was  solely 
concerned  with  that  clause  of  the  Bill  which  per- 
mitted the  Ukrainians  to  use  their  language  in  the 
elementary  schools.  He  was  victorious,  and  the 
Council  has  rejected  the  clause. 

From  different  parts  of  the  Ukraine  matters  are 
reported  which  illustrate  the  fury  of  the  knights  of 
the  Black  Hundred.  In  the  Chyhryn  district  of  the 
province  of  Kieff  two  women  physicians  have  been 
deprived  of  their  posts  as  the  result  of  their  refusal 
to  comply  with  an  illegal  demand  of  the  chairman  of 
the  local  Zemstvo,  who  required  them  to  cease  sub- 
scribing to  the  Ukrainian  newspapers.  Thanks  to 
this  policy,  four  medical  stations  out  of  eight  in  the 
district  of  Chyhryn  are  at  the  present  moment 
vacant. 
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NOTES. 


Lena  and  After. 

The  storm  of  popular  indignation  against  the 
Lena  massacre  and  the  callous  attitude  of  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  in  regard  thereto  has 
found  vent  in  meetings  of  protests  and  sympa- 
thetic strikes,  in  which  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
working-men  have  taken  part,  and  which  have 
resulted,  naturally  enough,  in  numerous  arrests 
being  made.  So  powerful  is  the  resentment 
expressed  on  all  hands  against  M.  Makaroff  that 
his  resignation  is  already  stated  in  some  quarters 
to  be  a,  fait  accompli.  Certainly  no  more  cynical 
or  frankly  reactionary  speech  has  ever  been  heard 
in  the  Duma  than  that  in  which  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  defended  the  conduct  of  the  military 
and  their  commander  in  firing  upon  an  unarmed 
and  law-abiding  crowd.  From  telegrams 
despatched  from  the  scene  of  the  catastrophe, 
which  we  publish  this  week,  it  will  be  seen  that 
all  the  allegations  of  violent  conduct  made  against 
the  miners  are  devoid  of  foundation.  Several  of 
the  men,  who  had  come  on  a  peaceful  errand  to 
the  Assistant  Public  Prosecutor,  were  actually 
engaged  in  filling  their  pipes  when  they  were 
fired  upon  at  Captain  Treschenkoff's  order. 


The  Government  Inquiry. 

It  would  appear,  indeed,  that  the  whole  affair 
was  organised  out  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  and  its  representatives  to  demon- 
strate their  power,  and  to  deter  others  from 
following  the  example  of  the  Lena  workmen. 
M.  Timasheff,  the  Minister  of  Commerce,  who 
did  his  best  in  the  Duma  to  cancel  the  effect  of  his 
colleague's  ill-considered  utterances,  has  promised 
that  a  Government  inquiry  into  the  affair  shall 
be  instituted  as  soon  as  possible.  Any  such 
investigation,  however,  will  be  barren  of  result 
unless  it  aims  at  abolishing  the  amazing  system 
which  allows  men  like  Captain  Treschenkoff — a 
notorious  Okhrana  man  and  employer  of  pro- 
vocatory  methods — to  have  command  over  the 
lives  of  hundreds  of  inoffensive  people.  Until 
the  Government  makes  up  its  mind  to  rid  Russia 
of  this  abomination,  such  things  as  have  been 
witnessed  at  Lena,  as  M.  Makaroff  calmly 
observed,  "  always  will  be."  Possibly  the  con- 
ductors of  the  inquiry  will  also  seek  to  probe  the 
mystery  of  the  Stock  Exchange  manipulation  of 
the  Lena  shares,  and  to  discover  why  a  Company 
that  was  paying  a  30  per  cent,  dividend  found  it 
impossible  to  ameliorate  the  notoriously  evil 
economic  condition  of  its  employees. 


Poland's  Betrayal. 

Once  again  Poland  has  been  betrayed — so 
grossly  that  her  outraged  feelings  can  hardly 
find  articulate  expression.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  two  measures  dealing  with  the  King- 
dom of  Poland  are  now  before  the  Russian 
Legislature.  One  of  them  provides  for  the 
annexation  of  the  Holm  districts,  and  it  was 
ostensibly  to  appease  the  general  indignation 
aroused  by  this  iniquitous  scheme  that  the 
Government  threw  a  sop  to  the  Poles  in  the 
form  of  a  Bill  conferring  municipal  self-govern- 
ment upon  the  Kingdom.  The  latter  measure 
was  far  from  satisfactory,  and  several  of  its 
clauses,  as  they  left  the  Duma,  were  of  an 
extremely  reactionary  character.  Still,  in  spite 
of  all  its  obvious  blemishes,  it  was  regarded  as  a 
step  forward,  and  its  passage  into  law  was  antici- 


pated with  some  degree  of  satisfaction.  Now, 
however,  it  has  been  made  clear  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  no  intention  of  fulfilling  its  promises. 
The  Annexation  Bill  is  being  rushed  through 
with  all  possible  speed,  but  the  compensatory 
measure,  granting  local  self-government  to  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland,  is  being  accorded  a  shame- 
less funeral  in  the  Council  of  State.  The  whole 
thing  has  obviously  been  a  trick  from  beginning 
to  end,  the  object  being  to  keep  the  Poles  quiet 
while  their  country  was  being  mutilated.  By 
such  chicanery  does  the  Russian  bureaucracy 
achieve  its  unholy  ends. 


A  Famine  Appeal. 

We  note  that  a  committee  has  been  formed  in 
this  country  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  the 
twenty  millions  and  more  of  Russian  peasants 
whom  the  famine  has  reduced  to  starvation. 
We  trust  that  the  British  public  will  take  the 
opportunity  of  displaying  their  sympathy  with 
the  sufferers,  and  make  a  liberal  response  to  the 
appeal.  At  the  same  time  we  cannot  but  deplore 
the  fact  that  it  should  have  become  necessary  to 
issue  appeals  of  this  nature  in  foreign  coun- 
tries. The  Russian  Government  boasts  of  the 
great  financial  prosperity  of  the  Empire,  and  of 
a  huge  surplus  standing  to  the  credit  of  its 
exchequer.  But  what  has  it  done  to  relieve  the 
terrible  distress  caused  by  the  famine  ?  The 
sums  allocated  for  this  purpose  have  been  miser- 
ably insufficient,  and  when  private  endeavours 
were  made  to  supplement  this  meagre  State  pro- 
vision they  were  met  with  stern  official  repres- 
sion. Recently  the  Government  has  relaxed 
somewhat  of  its  prohibitive  attitude,  but  it  is  a 
little  late  in  the  day.  Thousands  of  deaths  from 
starvation  and  disease  have  taken  place,  and  now 
the  summer  is  approaching  with  the  dread 
spectres  of  cholera  and  plague  in  its  train. 
Evidently  whatever  is  given  the  peasants  will 
be  insufficient ;  and  still  the  most  helpful  course 
the  Government  sees  fit  to  take  is  one  of  permis- 
sive inactivity. 

The  Calamity  and  its  Causes. 

A  contributor,  writing  'on  the  subject  of  the 
Government's  responsibility  with  regard  to  the 
famine,  points  out  two  main  causes  of  the  calamity 
that  visits  parts  of  Russia  with  such  appalling 
regularity.  The  first  is  the  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  State  to  carry  out  schemes  of  irrigation 
and  afforestation,  which  experts  have  shown  to 
be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  agricultural 
regeneration  of  the  famine  districts.  Until  ade- 
quate measures  of  this  kind  are  taken  the 
periodical  recurrence  of  famines  is  as  inevitable 
as  the  rising  and  the  setting  of  the  sun.  The 
second  cause  is  the  vast  increase  in  State  expen- 
diture, and  the  consequently  intolerable  burden 
of  taxation  beneath  which  the  peasants  are 
crushed.  If  the  small  farmer  finds  himself 
unable  to  pay  his  State  and  provincial  dues 
between  October  and  November  his  cattle  and 
other  goods  are  seized,  and  he  can  only  avoid  this 
by  selling  his  ciops  at  a  sacrificial  price,  not  even 
retaining1  sufficient  corn  for  his  own  personal 
needs.  That  is  why  nineteen  provinces  of  Central 
Russia  are  economically  ruined — doomed  to  decay 
by  the  Government's  criminal  blindness  to  agri- 
cultural interests.  Throughout  Russia  to-day  the 
peasant  is  being  starved  in  order  that  the  police- 
man may  grow  fat. 

Suicides  at  School. 

Last  week  M.  Miliukoff,  the  distinguished 
leader  of  the  Constitutional  Democrats,  was 
suspended  from  the  Duma  for  ten  sittings,  on  the 
ground  of  his  having  used  unseemly  language  in 
the  House.  This  procedure  is  not  sufficiently 
uncommon  in  the  Parliament  of  any  country  to 
call  by  itself  for  special  comment  ;  but 
M.  Miliukoff's  particular  offence  presents  features 
that  are  of  a  singularly  melancholy  interest.  The 
Cadet  leader  was  suspended  because  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  on  the  Education  Estimates  he 
referred  to  the  large  number  of  Russian  school- 
children who  commit  suicide,  and,  pointing  to 
the  bench  where  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion and  his  chief  Under-Secretary  were  sitting, 
exclaimed  :  "  There  before  you  sit  the  murderers 
of  our  children."  It  is  beyond  our  scope  to  discuss 
the  question  whether  M.  Miliukoff's  language  was 


unparliamentary  or  not,  but  with  the  substance 
of  his  indictment  we  are  very  gravely  concerned. 
We  have  on  various  occasions  drawn  attention  to 
the  phenomenon  which  moved  the  suspended 
Deputy  to  his  indictment,  and  unfortunately  the 
facts  will  admit  of  no  denial.  Only  about  a 
week  ago  (on  April  29th)  a  number  of  school- 
children committed  suicide  simultaneously  at 
various  places.  At  Kieff  and  at  Yeysk  two  boys, 
both  in  the  sixth  standard,  shot  themselves ;  at 
Elisabetgrad  and  at  Saratov  two  others  ended 
their  lives  by  taking  poison.  These,  as  we  have 
intimated,  are  by  no  means  isolated  or  even 
uncommon  cases.  The  terrible  system  of  repres- 
sion which,  under  the  direction  of  M.  Kasso,  is 
being  ruthlessly  applied  to  the  schools  through- 
out the  Empire  is  bearing  fruit,  and  there  will 
be  not  a  few  who  will  agree  with  M.  Miliukoff 
in  his  denunciation  of  the  real  criminals. 


The  Okhrana  in  the  Army. 

The  history  of  the  Myassoyedoff  case,  with 
which  our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  furnishes 
us,  throws  a  curious  light  on  the  conditions  pre- 
valent in  the  Russian  Army.  The  discipline  and 
loyalty  of  the  Russian  military  have  been  vaunted 
both  in  and  out  of  season,  and  nobody  was  dis- 
posed to  quarrel  with  the  bureaucracy  for  its 
pride  in  this  happy  state  of  affairs.  We  now 
learn,  however,  that  the  Minister  of  War  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  appointing  officers  whose 
special  mission  it  is  to  spy  on  their  brother - 
officers  and  to  report  on  their  political  views. 
This  is  nothing  else  than  the  introduction  into 
the  Army  of  the  dread  Okhrana  system,  with  all 
its  irresponsible  tyranny  and  unscrupulous  abuse 
of  power.  It  is  quite  evident  that  M.  Sukhom- 
linoff  does  not  trust  the  officers  appointed  by  his 
department  any  more  than  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior  trusts  the  Revolutionaries.  Evidently 
there  is  a  grave  spirit  of  disaffection  abroad  ;  or, 
if  not,  the  Minister  of  War  is  doing  his  very  best 
to  stir  one  into  activity. 


RUSSIA  AND  FINLAND. 


The  Russo-Finnish  Senate  has  found  a  new  method 
of  preventing  unpleasant  surprises  on  the  part  of  its 
subordinates  when  they  will  not  countersign  decisions 
which  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  country. 
It  now  lays  before  all  candidates  a  pledge  to  be 
signed,  in  which  the  candidate  promises  to  act 
according  to  the  "Imperial  laws"  of  June,  1910. 
Should  the  candidate  refuse  to  sign  this  pledge  he  is 
disqualified.  According  to  Finnish  law  a  Civil 
servant,  on  entering  upon  his  duties,  has  to  take  an 
oath  that  in  the  discharge  of  his  functions  he  will 
respect  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  country.  It 
is  now  demanded  of  him  that  he  shall  take  an  oath 
not  to  respect  them. 

The  editor  of  a  newspaper  in  Osterbotten,  to  which 
district  belonged  most  of  the  Finnish  passengers  who 
lost  their  lives  on  the  Titanic,  opened  a  subscription- 
list  for  the  sufferers  from  that  disaster.  He  was  at 
once  summoned  to  appear  before  the  chief  of  police 
who  expressly  forbade  the  collection.  The  subscrip- 
tion has  therefore  had  to  be  abandoned. 


THE   "  RITUAL   MURDER  " 
CHARGE. 

The  Kieff  District  Court  has  refused  the  applica- 
tion of  the  counsel  for  the  defence  for  the  release 
on  bail  of  Beilis,  whose  trial  has  been  postponed 
once  more. 

A  gipsy,  who  had  been  wanted  from  the  outset  of 
the  inquiry  in  connection  with  the  murder  of 
Yuschinsky,  has  now  been  arrested. 


COMMISSARIAT  SCANDALS. 


A  large  number  of  military  officers  and  civil 
officials  of  the  Moscow  Commissariat,  who  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  were  condemned  for  bribery 
by  the  Moscow  Military  District  Court,  have  now 
had  their  sentences  reduced  by  Imperial  authority. 
In  the  case  of  many  of  them  the  sentence  of 
imprisonment  has  been  replaced  by  mere  exclusion 
from  the  service  without  deprivation  of  rank. 


ELECTION  PREPARATIONS. 


The  Police  Department  has  issued  a  circular  to  all 
provincial  offices,  giving  instructions  that  no  Deputy 
of  the  Left  parties  is  to  be  allowed  to  deliver  lectures 
before  the  elections  for  the  fourth  Duma.  On  the 
strength  of  this  circular  Deputy  Gueguechkori  has 
been  prevented  from  lecturing  at  Ekaterinoslav. 
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A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 

Self-Government     Bill     Buried     in  the 
Council  of  State. 

THE  GOVERNMENT'S  TREACHERY. 


[From  Our  Polish  Correspondent.] 

The  Polish  nation  stands  confronted  by  one  of  the 
most  perfidious  tricks  ever  played  by  the  Russian 
reactionaries — one  that  is  calculated  to  cause  blank 
amazement  even  among  those  who  have  already  had 
sufficient  opportunity  of  acquainting  themselves  with 
Russian  treachery. 

It  is  well  known  that,  after  dealing  Poland  a  cruel 
blow  by  the  detachment  of  Holm,  the  Government 
endeavoured  to  soothe  the  outraged  feelings  of  the 
people  by  promising  them  a  benefit  in  the  form  of 
municipal  self-government.  Thus  this  grant  was 
intended  to  serve  in  some  measure  as  a  compensation 
for  the  lost  province.  Count  Bobrinsky  and  M. 
Gutchkoff  were  both  most  urgent  in  their  demand  for 
the  annexation  of  the  Holm  districts.  They  argued 
that  without  this  step  municipal  self-government 
could  never  be  realised,  for  fear  that  the  consequences 
would  prove  disastrous  for  the  Russian  population  of 
Holm  if  this  district  were  to  remain  under  Polish 
control.  At  last  the  Duma  voted  for  the  self-govern- 
ment measure,  which,  although  spoilt  and  limited  by 
several  reactionary  clauses,  still  enabled  the  popula- 
tion to  some  extent  to  settle  for  themselves  the  most 
important  matters  included  in  the  scope  of  municipal 
administration. 

Broken  Promises. 

The  Duma  has  already  entered  upon  the  third 
reading  of  the  Annexation  Bill,  having  for  this  pur- 
pose annulled  the  regulations  regarding  the  meetings 
of  the  Commissions  and  thrown  liberty  of  speech  to 
the  winds.  Meanwhile,  with  a  haughty  disregard  of 
previous  promises,  the  Council  of  State  has  openly 
buried  the  measure  conferring  municipal  self-govern- 
ment on  the  Kingdom  of  Poland.  On  the  26th  ult.  the 
Council  of  State  held  its  first  sitting  to  deal  with  this 
subject.  The  Chairman,  Senator  Kobylinsky,  sup- 
ported by  a  number  of  speakers — even  by  those  who 
sympathised  with  the  idea  of  self-government — 
declared  that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  discuss  the 
Bill,  since  there  was  no  prospect  of  its  passage  into 
law  during  the  present  session.  At  the  very  energetic 
request  of  the  Polish  spokesmen,  who  demanded  that 
the  Commission  should  proceed  with  its  labours  in 
connection  with  the  Bill,  the  Commission  decided  to 
adjourn  its  sittings  for  a  few  weeks  in  order  to  gather 
materials. 

This  attitude  is  highly  symptomatic  of  the  prevail- 
ing tendency  which  aims  directly  at  the  withdrawal 
of  the  promised  "  benefit,"  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  annexation  of  Holm  is  to  be  effected  as  soon 
as  possible.  It  is  obvious  that  all  the  preparations 
and  conferences  relating  to  the  sell -government 
scheme  were  merely  a  shameless  masquerade,  played 
with  the  sole  object  of  disarming  and  diverting 
public  opinion,  which  has  been  deluded  with  the 
hope  of  the  promised  concession.  Once  again  one 
has  to  state  the  sad  fact  that  Russian  "  Constitu- 
tionalism ''  has  proved  still  worse  for  Poland  than  its 
predecessor,  naked  Absolutism,  although  they  are 
both  worthy  of  each  other. 

Language  and  Nationality. 

The  Council  of  State  recently  discussed  the  subject 
of  obligatory  school  attendance,  and  the  reactionaries 
seized  the  opportunity  to  make  a  furious  attack  on 
the  few  rights  of  the  subject  nations.  The  law  on 
this  subject  has  already  proved  reactionary  enough 
as  drawn  up  by  the  Duma;  now  the  Council  of  State 
has  succeeded  in  aggravating  the  evil.  They  have 
profited  by  the  unequalled  advice  of  the  late  M. 
Stolypin,  who  introduced  the  famous  "pressure  on 
the  law."  By  those  fair  means  parents  are  being 
deprived  of  the  right  to  decide  the  nationality  of 
their  children.  A  Pole,  M.  Meyshtovitsch,  has  formu- 
lated and  introduced  a  motion  declaring  that  "the 
nationality  of  scholars  is  to  be  decided  according  to 
the  language  used  at  home,  and  according  to  the 
declaration  of  the  father  or  a  tutor."  This  simple 
and  just  motion  has,  however,  been  rejected. 

In  the  present  state  of  things  the  officials  are  to 
enjoy  the  unlimited  power  of  regarding  all  children 
as  Russians,  and  of  manufacturing  as  many  imagi- 
nary Russians  as  they  like.  It  is  easy  to  guess  what 
orgies  of  russification  will  inevitably  arise  from  this 
new  system.  At  the  very  outset  of  the  glorious 
campaign  the  Russian  language  is  destined  to  replace 
all  native  tongue-,  even  in  those  districts  where  the 
Russian  population  docs  not  number  ten  persons. 

Paragraph  XVI.  of  the  law  provides  for  the  use  of 
the  native  tongue  in  the  first  and  second  years  of 
instruction,  while  from  the  third  year  all  subjects, 
except  religion  and  the  native  language,  are  to  be 
taught  in  Russian.  A  single  exception  is  admitted  in 
favour  of  the  wild  Siberian  tribes.    By  this  measure 


children  df  eight  years  old  are  compelled  to  be  taught 
in  a  foreign  language,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee 
what  kind  of  results  are  to  be  expected  from  instruc- 
tion carried  on  in  an  unknown  tongue.  Nor  is  it 
less  deplorable  and  provoking  that  the  rich  and 
highly  developed  Polish  language  is  henceforth  to  be 
subjected  to  the  uncouth  idioms  of  savages.  These 
barbaric  restrictions  must  both  debase  the  plan  of 
instruction  and  kill  the  abilities  of  the  scholars. 
Educational  Bepression. 
The  endless  tale  of  unremitting  persecutions  for 
private  teaching,  with  its  unchanging  accompani- 
ment of  imprisonments,  fines,  and  other  similar 
methods,  designed  for  the  extinction  of  every  trace  of 
Polish  character,  has  already  grown  too  tedious  for 
constant  repetition.  Yet  I  cannot  refrain  from  citing 
a  few  fresh  facts,  which  have  aroused  bitter  resent- 
ment throughout  the  country.  They  are  as  follow. 
The  Inspector  of  the  Schools  of  Warsaw  sent  a 
circular  to  the  Polish  girls'  schools  strictly  forbidding 
all  lectures  on  natural  history.  It  would  be  a  mis- 
take to  impute  to  this  dignitary  an  aversion  for 
natural  sciences  ;  he  only  wanted  to  stop  a  subject 
which  is  taught  in  the  girls'  schools  in  Polish.  At 
the  same  time  a  clergyman,  M.  Godlewski,  who  is 
held  in  high  repute,  and  is  famous  for  his  beneficent 
activity  with  regard  to  Trade  Unions  and  popular 
education,  has  been  ordered  by  the  same  Inspector 
to  close  a  school  founded  at  the  Christian  Working 
Men's  Club,  and  has  also  been  deprived  of  the  right 
of  teaching  religion  in  the  schools  of  Warsaw. 


ESPIONAGE    IN    THE  ARMY. 

The    Strange  Case    of  Colonel 
Myassoyedoff. 

[From  Our  Owx  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  May  2XD. 

Quite  unexpectedly  the  administrative  methods  of 
the  Russian  Government  have  again  been  demon- 
strated by  the  strange  affair  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Myas- 
soyedoff, which  is  now  reported  in  the  Press. 

Myassoyedoff,  for  many  years  Chief  of  the  Gendar- 
merie at  the  frontier  station  of  Wirballen,  was  well 
known  to  all  St.  Petersburg  people  who  used  to  go 
abroad.  A  moth-eaten  fur,  which  had  played  a 
part  in  some  political  trial,  was  sent  by  him  to  the 
then  Director  of  the  Police  Department,  Trussevitch. 
Through  carelessness  he  did  not  pack  up  this  fur. 
Highly  indignant,  Trv-sevitch  sent  Ensign  Pono- 
maroff — a  young  man  of  great  promise— to  Wirballen, 
instructing  him  to  fi - 1  convincing  evidence  of 
smuggling  against  Myassoyedoff.  Ponomaroff,  in 
order  to  facilitate  his  task,  persuaded  a  certain 
Schuler,  a  German,  to  conceal  dynamite  in  the 
motor-car  which  Myassoyedoff  used  when  travelling 
across  the  frontier.  The  plot  failed,  and  was 
discovered.  Myassoyedoff,  who  appeared  as  witness 
in  a  political  smuggling  trial  before  the  Wilna  Court- 
martial,  told  of  the  young  Ensign's  act.  The  result, 
however,  was  Ponomaroft's  promotion,  and  Myasso- 
yedoff, who  by  order  of  Stolypin  was  to  be  transferred 
to  an  eastern  government,  but  refused  to  accept  this 
post,  had  to  resign. 

After  the  death  of  Stolypin  Myassoyedoff  succeeded 
in  obtaining  an  appointment  in  the  Ministry  of  War, 
where  he  was  intrusted  with  secret  orders ;  to  all 
appearances  his  chief  duty  was  to  control  the  political 
sentiments  of  the  officers.  M.  Sukhomlinoff  was 
pleased  with  him,  and  got  him  promoted  from  the 
rank  of  Captain  to  Lieutenant-Colonel.  The  chief 
Staff  officials,  however,  evinced  an  unconquerable 
distrust  towards  him.  He  was  refused  access  to 
secret  documents,  and  the  key  of  the  official  secret 
code  was  withheld  from  him.  According  to  a  report 
spread  among  the  officers,  Myassoyedoff  was  an 
Austrian  spy.  Finally  the  affair  found  its  way  into  the 
public  Press.  The  evening  paper  Vctchcrneie  Vretnya 
created  a  stir,  but,  barring  the  statement  that  he  had 
disorganised  the  counter-espionage  system,  which 
can  barely  be  attributed  to  him,  no  tangible  accusa- 
tions against  Myassoyedoff  could  be  set  forth. 

If  the  charge  of  espionage  is  untenable,  Myas- 
soyedoff's  dismissal,  after  having  revealed  before  a 
court-martial  the  doings  of  his  subordinate,  Pono- 
maroff (who  still  holds  the  position  of  Chief  of 
Gendarmerie  in  Siberia),  and  his  re-instalment  in  the 
Ministry  of  War  for  the  political  observation  of 
officers,  are  very  characteristic.  Both  facts  go  far 
to  prove  how  little  confidence  the  central  authorities 
of  the  Interior  and  War  Departments  have  in  their 
responsible  officials  and  officers.  The  fact  that  the 
present  Minister  of  War  deemed  it  necessary  to 
provide  for  a  special  political  supervision  of  officers 
is  ample  proof  that  he  does  not  rely  on  his  military 
institutions.  It  is  a  signal  contradiction  of  the  official 
laudations  of  the  Army  for  its  loyalty,  and  strikingly 
illustrates  the  state  of  things  in  the  Ministry  of  War. 

It  is  stated  that  Lieut.-Colonel  Myassoyedoff 's 
request  for  leave  to  resign  owing  to  domestic 
reasons  has  been  granted. 


THE    RAPPOPORT  AFFAIR. 

Story  of  a  Grave  Miscarriage  of  Justice. 

The  gifted  Russian  writer  M.  Korolenko,  writing 
in  the  Russkcc  Jlo^alslvo  review,  gives  the  results  o? 
a  careful  study  of  the  judicial  errors  committed 
during  recent  years  by  the  military  tribunals,  and  his 
article  has  made  an  impression  even  in  official  circle-. 
Of  the  5,000  death  sentences  pronounced  since  the 
famous  Manifesto  cf  Liberty,  and  of  the  3,000 
actual  executions  during  that  period,  M.  Korolenko 
estimates  that  in  at  least  five  hundred  cases  the  con- 
demned person  was  innocent  of  the  crime  for  which 
he  suffered,  and  that  he  found  himself  in  the  dock 
only  because  of  false  information,  or  through  an 
error  on  the  part  of  the  police  which  the  most  super- 
ficial examination  would  have  revealed  had  it  not 
been  for  superior  orders  to  condemn  prisoners  at  all 
costs.  The  terrible  number  of  these  errors  proves 
how  little  attention  is  paid  to  such  deeds  in  the 
troubled  and  malign  atmosphere  that  has  enveloped 
Russia  since  the  Counter-Revolution.  Russia,  indeed, 
has  reached  such  a  pass  that  the  condemnation  to 
death  of  ten  or  fifteen  persons  is  looked  upon  as  an 
item  of  news  worth  only  a  three-line  paragraph  in 
the  newspapers,  which  often  do  not  trouble  to  give 
the  names  of  the  condemned  or  executed,  or  even  to 
state  the  nature  of  the  crime  for  which  they  suffered. 

In  spite  of  this  extreme  indifference,  however, 
exceptional  cases  crop  up  from  time  to  time  which, 
on  account  of  their  unusual  character,  not  only 
attract  general  attention,  but  even  stir  public  opinion 
to  its  very  depths.  Prominent  among  cases  of  this 
nature  is  that  concerning  the  youth  Leo  Rappoport. 
Whether  on  account  of  the  intervention  of  a 
courageous  mother  or  because  the  case  in  itself  is 
symbolical,  in  any  event  the  Russian  papers — espe- 
cially the  Russkoe  Slovo  of  Moscow — have  thought  it 
worth  while  to  devote  long  articles  to  this  affair. 
A   Youthful  Lunatic. 

The  main  facts  of  the  case  may  be  summarised  as 
follows  : — Six  years  ago,  in  broad  daylight,  General 
Geltanovsky,  the  Governor-General  of  Ekaterinoslav, 
was  killed  by  revolutionists  in  the  open  street,  and 
the  assassins  made  good  their  escape.  Afterwards 
the  police,  in  searching  a  small  hotel  near  the  scene 
of  the  crime,  discovered  a  youth,  aged  sixteen, 
engaged  in  writing  a  letter  to  his  mother.  This 
struck  the  police  as  suspicious,  for  in  his  letter  the 
boy  threatened  his  mother  with  the  fate  of  General 
Geltanovsky  if  she  continued  to  oppose  his  marriage 
with  a  Miss  L.,  to  whom  he  was  devoted.  The 
writer  was  arrested  by  the  police,  and  under  exami- 
nation he  deoared  that  he  was  the  author  of  the 
crime.  He  further  confessed  that  for  the  past  three 
years  (i.e.,  since  he  was  thirteen  years  old !)  he 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Terrorist  organisation, 
and  his  statements  were  so  foolish  and  stupid  that 
he  was  ordered  to  be  medically  examined.  Both  the 
police  inquiry  and  the  medical  examination  proved 
that  they  had  to  deal  with  a  youthful  lunatic,  whose 
desire  was  merely  to  commit  suicide  because  his 
mother  disapproved  of  his  romantic  dream.  Leo 
Rappoport  was  kept  in  prison  for  three  )'ears,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  period,  no  trace  of  the  real  assassins 
having  been  discovered,  he  was  brought  before  a 
military  tribunal  and  condemned,  in  the  face  of  all 
the  evidence,  to  twelve  years'  hard  labour,  the  law 
not  allowing  the  death  penalty  in  the  case  of  an 
infant  who  has  committed  murder  at  the  age  of 
sixteen. 

The  Beal  Assassin. 

Ever  since  1909  the  mother  of  this  poor  youth  has 
been  agitating  incessantly  on  behalf  of  her  son, 
petitioning  the  Tsar,  Stolypin,  and  Scheglovitoff,  and 
enlisting  the  sympathy  of  the  Press.  The  other  day, 
however,  the  revolutionist  who  had  organised  the 
plot  against  General  Geltanovsky  made  a  confession 
of  his  crime  in  Paris.  M.  Francis  de  Pressense, 
President  of  the  Ligue  des  Droits  de  1' Homme, 
made  a  thorough  inquiry,  and  collected  documents 
of  undoubted  authenticity  which  proved  that  Rappo- 
port had  not,  and  could  not  have,  had  any  connec- 
tion with  the  revolutionists  in  general  and  with  the 
Geltanovsky  affair  in  particular.  M.  de  Pressense. 
in  the  name  of  the  revolutionist  T.  K.,  author  of  the 
crime,  offered  to  furnish  proof,  and  demanded  at  the 
same  time  a  revision  of  the  sentence,  so  that  the 
innocent  victim  might  be  set  at  liberty.  There  has 
now  appeared  in  the  Russian  Press  a  notification  of 
the  Government  that,  according  to  M.  Sukhomlinoff, 
the  Minister  of  War,  there  are  no  grounds  for  acceding 
to  the  petition  of  the  mother  of  Leo  Rappoport,  who 
now  lies  dying  in  the  "  Katorga.'1  The  great  Mus- 
covite journal,  however,  still  continues  its  campaign 
through  the  pen  of  its  distinguished  editor,  M. 
1  )orochevitch,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  prove 
successful  before  Russian  "justice"  has  nothing  but 
a  corpse  to  return  to  the  afllicted  mother. 

The  Mercantile  Corporation  of  Kkaterinoslav  has 
resolved  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Premier  to  the 
injury  caused  to  trade  by  the  business  restrictions 
placed  upon  Jews. 
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MISS    MALECKA'S  TRIAL. 


Miss  Maleeka  lias  stood  lier  trial  in  Warsaw 
on  a  charge  of  having  associated  with  Polish 
revolutionaries,  and  the  result  is  that  she  has 
been  sentenced  to  four  years'  penal  servitude, 
together  with  lifelong  exile  in  Siberia.  From 
what  is  said  elsewhere  regarding  the  conditions 
of  prison  life  in  Russia  it  will  be  gathered 
that  this  means  for  the  unfortunate  lady  a 
continuous  period  of  inhuman  torture  and,  as 
likely  as  not,  her  death,  at  the  hands  of  the  prison 
authorities.  It  would  "be  terrible  enough  to  con 
template  an  Englishwoman  suffering  this  fate 
even  if  she  were  proved  guilty  of  the  alleged 
offence ;  when,  however,  the  circumstances  of 
Miss  Malecka's  arrest  and  prosecution  are  con- 
sidered, the  result  of  the  trial  must  inevitably 
set  in  motion  a  wave  of  indignation  and  horror 
throughout  this  country.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  at  the  time  of  her  arrest  (over  a  year  ago) 
■the  police  possessed  no  evidence  of  any  kind 
against  her,  and  that  for  months  she  was  kept  in 
confinement  without  any  charge  being  formulated, 
while  the  authorities  busied  themselves  witli  the 
collection  (which  is  to  say  the  manufacture)  of 
"  proofs."  This,  of  course,  is  the  normal  judicial 
practice  in  Russia :  you  first  catch  your  prisoner, 
and  then  you  set  about  selecting  the  particular 
crime  with  which  he  or  she  is  to  be  charged 
From  our  knowledge  both  of  the  facts  of  the  case 
and  of  Russian  judicial  methods  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  affirming  that  the  evidence  of  police 
spies  offered  against  Miss  Maleeka  was  from 
oeginning  to  end  an  unscrupulous  concoction — - 
in  so  far,  at  any  rate,  as  it  pointed  to  her 
active  participation  in  revolutionary  work.  Miss 
Maleeka  admitted  acquaintance  with  some  Polish 
Socialists,  but  what  manner  of  offence  is  this  to 
be  alleged  against  a  British  subject  ?  Is  every 
English  man  or  woman  who  visits  Russia  and 
converses  with  Socialists  to  do  so  at  the  risk  of 
four  years1  incarceration  in  a  Russian  prison 
inferno  ? 

Of  course  the  matter  cannot  be  allowed  to  rest 
there.  Miss  Maleeka  is  a  British  subject,  and 
entitled  to  receive  the  fullest  measure  of  British 
protection.  Russia,  it  is  true,  claims  her  as  a 
citizen  of  her  own  Empire,  laying  down  for  this 
purpose  an  intolerable  principle  of  the  law  of 
nationality.  But  it  is  doubtful  whether,  in  the 
face  of  a  determined  stand  on  the  part  of  our 
own  Foreign  Office,  she  would  persist  in  this 
view,  any  more  than  she  did  in  the  parallel  case 
of  Miss  Strunsky  five  years  ago.  Already  the 
Russian  Government  has  recognised  that  Miss 
Maleeka  is  not  an  ordinary  Russian  citizen  by 
yielding  to  the  British  demand  that  the  prisoner 
should  be  allowed  the  assistance  of  counsel,  should 
be  released  on  bail  pending  her  trial,  and  should 
have  her  case  heard  in  public — this  last  conces- 
sion being  unprecedented  in  the  history  of 
political  trials.  We  look,  therefore,  to  see  a 
vigorous  agitation  carried  on  in  this  country  to 
secure  the  reversal  of  Miss  Malecka's  condemna- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  she  is  a  British  subject 
and  that  no  case  has  been  made  out  against  her. 
The  utmost  pressure  should  be  brought  to  bear 
on  the  Foreign  Office  to  take  up  the  cause  of 
British  rights  and  universal  justice. 


THE    CABINET'S  POSITION. 

Count  Wittc's  Allusion. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  May  o/th. 

People  are  talking  of  M.  Kokovtsoff's  position 
having  become  somewhat  shaky  after  his  journey  to 
Livadia.  This  rumour  does  not  seem  to  be  quite 
devoid  of  foundation.  For  the  reactionary  group  of 
the  Council  of  State,  with  M.  Durnovo  as  its  leader, 
has  raised  its  head  again,  and  is  taking  counsel 
whether  some  movement  cannot  be  undertaken 
against  the  Premier. 

That  astute  old  fox  Wide  has  also  thrown  a 
pointed  arrow  at  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  M. 
Scheglovitoff.  In  a  speech  made  in  the  Council  of 
State  the  Count  casually  remarked  that  he  had  him- 
self experienced  the  unbounded  arbitrary  rule  of  the 
Ministry  of  Justice,  ft  was  clear  to  all  who  were  in 
the  know  that  he  alluded  to  the  frustrated  attempt 
to  introduce  bombs  into  his  house  through  the 
chimneys.  The  miscreants  were  traced,  but,  as  they 
had  to  be  looked  for  among  the  Real  Russians  and 
the  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  the  inquiry  was 
stopped  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  Justice.  The 
allusion  of  the  Count  is  now  in  everybody's  mouth. 

7  ^ 

The  incident  referred  to  above  took  place  at  a 
recent  discussion  in  the  Council  of  State,  when 
Count  Witte  remarked  that  indifference  to  illegality 
was  not  peculiar  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  but 
was  to  be  met  with  even  at  the  Ministry  of  Justice, 
as  he  knew  from  personal  experience. 

Thi'"  "nnrded  >&  ■  "  •  u» 

nefarious  doings  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People, 
backed  by  or  in  combination  with  the  Okhrana.  A 
few  years  ago  a  well-known  "  Unionist "  named 
Kazantseff  surreptitiously  placed  an  infernal  machine 
in  the  house  of  Count  Witte,  who  had  a  miraculous 
escape.  The  examining  magistrate  discovered  at 
the  Okhrana  office,  in  whose  service  Kazantseff  had 
been  employed,  the  latter's  dossier  and  portrait,  and 
forwarded  the  materials  to  Count  Witte.  The 
Okhrana  office  thereupon  received  instructions  to 
destroy  immediately  the  compromising  evidence  ; 
but  the  order  arrived  too  late,  as  photographic  copies 
of  the  likeness  and  of  the  dossier  had  already  been 
dispatched  abroad. 

Count  Witte  demanded  that  the  inquiry  should 
pursue  its  course,  and  be  extended  to  the  Union  of 
the  Russian  People  and  the  Okhrana  section  ;  but  he 
stood  aghast  when  he  found  himself  knocking 
against  several  influential  personalities.  In  spite  of 
the  Count's  insistent  demand  for  justice,  M.  Scheg- 
lovitoff stopped  the  inquiry 

Under  the  pretence  of  guarding  the  Count  against 
a  repetition  of  the  criminal  attempt,  the  Okhrana 
kept  watch  on  the  Count's  visitors.  The  judicial 
inquiry  had  established  the  fact  that  a  person  in  close 
touch  with  the  then  Governor-General  of  Moscow 
was  implicated  in  the  attempt. 


M.  KOKOVTSOFF. 


M.  Kokovtsoff,  who  declares  himself  extremely 
satisfied  with  the  gracious  reception  accorded  him 
by  the  Tsar  at  Livadia,  has  no  intention  of  making 
any  declaration  in  the  Duma  on  the  Lena  events  or  on 
any  other  subject,  unless  anything  unexpected  should 
happen.  No  Ministerial  changes  are  contemplated. 
The  question  mainly  discussed  at  Livadia  bore  on  the 
allocation  of  520,000,000  roubles  for  the  needs  of  the 
Baltic  fleet.  (This  topic  is  dealt  with  by  our  St. 
Petersburg  correspondent  in  an  article  on  p.  4.)  It 
was  rlso  agreed  that  the  Council  of  Ministers  should 
submit  one  or  two  candidates  for  the  chairmanship 
of  the  Lena  Goldmines  Commission  of  Inquiry,  the 
final  selection  being  left  to  his  Imperial  Majesty. 


Governor  Khvostoff  has  declared  the  Nijni  Fair 
area  to  constitute  a  village,  in  order  to  have  a  pretext 
for  annulling  the  rights  of  Jewish  proprietors  and 
tenants  to  their  own  premises.  The  Fair  Committee, 
who  are  opposed  to  this  declaration,  intend  to  carry 
the  matter  to  the  central  authorities. 


1882    AND  AFTER. 


Thirty  Years  of  Anti-Jewish  Legislation. 


To-day  is  the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  iniquitous  May  Laws,  that 
"  temporary  "  measure  which  at  a  stroke  of  the 
pen  robbed  the  Russian  Jews  of  several  of  their 
most  elementary  rights  and  which  has  endured 
in  full  force  down  to  the  present  day.  The  year 
1882  marks  the  beginning  of  the  present  era  of 
anti-Jewish  legislation  and  cruel  persecution. 
Before  that  time,  of  course,  the  J ews  had  suffered 
much.  The  Pale  of  Settlement  had  already  been 
in  existence  for  nearly  a  century,  and  a  number 
of  restrictions  had  found  their  way  to  the  Statute- 
book.  Under  Alexander  II.,  however,  their 
position  had  improved  considerably,  and  their 
prospects  for  the  near  future  appeared  to  be  still 
brighter.  Then  came  the  assassination  of  that 
enlightened  ruler,  and  with  it  an  anti-Jewish 
campaign  that  for  systematised  virulence  eclipsed 
anything  previously  witnessed  either  in  Russia 
or  in  any  other  country.  Sanguinary  pogroms 
blazed  out  on  all  sides ;  but,  worse  still  than  the 
worst  excesses  of  the  blood-drunken  mob,  the 
Government  started  to  frame  measures  that 
reduced  the  hapless  Jews  to  the  position  of  social 
and  political  pariahs.  The  first  staggering  blow 
fell  on  May  15th,  1882,  when  Ignatieff  issued  his 
"  temporary  regulations  "  for  the  inhabitants  of 
ihet  Palp  Tf  is  m  V17-+11P  pf  these  rpfriilatiniis 
which  the  authorities  have  never  since  dreamt 
of  abrogating,  that  to-day  the  Jews  are  not 
allowed  to  settle  at  will  in  any  district  of  the 
Pale  of  Settlement,  but  are  confined,  with  but 
a  handful  of  exceptions,  to  the  towns  and 
townlets  of  that  enclosure.  This  means  that 
about  six  million  people,  forming  over  4  per 
cent,  of  the  total  population  of  the  Empire,  are 
kept  caged  within  a  space  that  forms  only  a  two- 
thousandth  fraction  of  Russian  territory.  The 
May  Laws  further  forbade  Jews  to  buy  or  rent 
land  outside  the  towns  and  townlets,  and  even 
pi'ohibited  others  from  issuing  to  them  powers 
of  stewardship  or  attorney  for  the  management 
or  disposition  of  such  property.  Evil  enough 
in  themselves,  they  have  provided  the  foundation 
for  a  mass  of  subsequent  legislation  directed 
against  the  Jews,  whose  sufferings  under  the  laws 
of  the  land  have  now  reached  the  very  limit  of 
refined  inhumanity. 

It  is  difficult  for  those  whose  outlook  on  life  is 
coloured  by  the  generous  and  equal  institutions 
prevailing  in  this  country  to  realise  what  are  the 
conditions  under  which  the  Russian  Jews  live. 
Freedom  of  movement,  for  example,  is  so  integral 
a  feature  of  our  existence  that  most  of  us  can 
hardly  envisage  the  idea  of  six  million  citizens 
being  confined  by  law  within  a  certain  specified 
area,  and  being  still  further  restricted  to  living 
in  the  towns  of  that  enclosure.  Apart  from  this 
difficulty,  the  British  public  has  not  hitherto 
been  given  the  opportunity  of  acquainting  itself 
with  the  actual  details  of  the  grim  oppression 
meted  out  to  Russian  Jewry.  A  flood  of  light 
has  just  been  thrown  on  these  conditions  by  the 
publication  of  a  booklet  under  the  title,  The 
Legal  Sufferings  of  the  Jetvs  in  Russia.  In  this 
admirably  compiled  work  nothing  is  left  to  the 
imagination  ;  the  life  of  the  Russian  Jew  and 
the  amazing  regulations  by  which  it  is  circum- 
scribed at  all  turns  are  set  forth  in  full  detail, 
chapter  and  verse  being  cited  for  all  the  restric- 
tions that  are  in  force.  We  shall  not  attempt  to 
do  more  than  indicate  the  main  headings  under 
which  these  "  legal  sufferings "  are  set  forth. 
The   opening    section  deals  with  the  position 
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THE    "  BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


Russian   Consul-General's  Misstatements 
and    their  Exposure. 


REACTIONARIES'  SAVAGE 
OUTBURST. 


The  following  letter  from  Baron  Heyking,  the 
Russian  Consul-General  in  London,  appeared  in  last 
Wednesday's  Times  :— 

Sir, — An  attempt  to  prejudice  public  opinion  in 
England  against  Russia  has  been  made  by  the 
"  British  Protest,"  published  in  the  Times,  against  the 
charge  of  ritual  murder  in  Russia.  That  protest 
begins  with  a  declaration  of  friendship  for  Russia, 
and  mentions  the  absence  of  any  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  protestants  of  interfering  with  the  internal 
affairs  of  Russia.  Thus  we  may  spare  ourselves  the 
unpleasant  task  of  examining  how  far  such  protest 
is  admissible  on  the  part  of  any  body  against  the 
lawful  order  and  justice  in  Russia.  The  protest  is 
based  on  a  misconception  repeated  over  and  over 
again  by  the  Jewish  Press  in  Great  Britain. 

The  accusation  of  the  ritual  murder  of  the  boy 
Ustchinsky  is  not  at  all  levelled  against  "  Judaism  and 
the  Jewish  people  "  as  a  whole,  but  only  against  the 
accused,  who  is  believed  to  belong  to  a  small  secret 
sect  carrying  the  Talmudian  teaching  to  the  extreme 
of  ritual  murder.  That  secret  sect  must  not  be  con- 
founded with  the  Jews  at  large,  for  the  same  reason  as 
it  would  be  absurd  to  make  the  Christian  hurch 
responsible  for  the  evil  doings  of  some  criminal 
extremists  belonging  to  illicit  sects,  such  as  the  Scoptsy, 
or  Khlysty,  or  Ogneviki.  The  alleged  murderer  of 
the  boy  Ustchinsky  should  not  be  immune  for  the 
reason  that  he  is  a  Jew,  and  the  motives  of  the  crime 
should  be  investigated  even  in  the  case  that  strong 
evidence  should  point  to  ritual  murder.  That  investi- 
gation is  in  the  hands  of  the  lawful  authorities  in 
Russia  ;  and  if  Englishmen  wish  that  Russians  should 
bow  before  British  jurisdiction,  Englishmen  and  the 
Jews  in  England  should  abstain  from  prejudicing 
Russian  criminal  procedure  by  any  act  in  the  nature 
of  an  interference.  We  may  trust  that  Britons  will 
not  withhold  their  confidence  from  Russian  justice, 
although  the  accused  in  the  present  case  is  a  Jew. 

A.  Hkyking.  • 

London,  May  7th. 

Baron  Heyking's  "  Mistakes." 

We  append  one  of  the  replies  to  Baron  Heyking's 
letter  published  in  subsequent  issues  of  the  Times  : — 

Sir, — Baron  Heyking  has  surely  misunderstood  the 
terms  of  the  Blood  Accusation  protest.  As  I  read 
that  document,  there  is  no  desire  to  interfere  with 
"  the  lawful  order  and  justice  in  Russia  "  or  to  "  pre- 
judice Russian  criminal  procedure."  On  the  con- 
trary, the  protest  is  specifically  limited  to  the  popular 
agitation  which  has  identified  itself  with  the  Kieff 
murder  case.  There  could,  indeed,  have  been  no 
reason  for  protesting  against  the  Kieff  prosecution 
seeing  that  the  ritual  murder  charge  was  taken  out 
of  the  indictment  some  time  ago.  The  Russian 
Minister  of  Justice  will  scarcely  thank  Baron  Hey- 
king for  his  assumption  that  the  absurd  charge  is 
still  being  officially  persisted  in,  even  in  the  modified 
form  in  which  he  states  it. 

Baron  Heyking  is  also  entirely  misinformed  as  to 
the  scope  of  the  present  Blood  Accusation  agitation 
in  Russia.  He  explains  that  it  is  not  concerned  with 
*  Judaism  and  the  Jewish  people,"  but  only  with  "a 
small  -ecret  sect  carrying  the  Talmudian  teaching  to 
the  extreme  of  ritual  murder."  This  view  is  not 
shared  either  by  the  authors  of  the  agitation  them- 
selves or  by  the  great  body  of  Russian  opinion. 
What  the  Blood  Accusers  understood  by  their 
accusation  is  clearly  enough  stated  in  the  broad- 
sheets and  manifestoes  with  which  they  have  lately 
littered  the  Empire.  One  of  them,  reproduced  in 
the  Jewish  Chronicle  on  April  12th,  runs  as  follows: — 
"Orthodox  Russian  people,  remember  the  name  of 
the  youth,  Andrei  Yushinsky,  tortured  by  the  Jews  ! 
Christians,  watch  your  children  !  The  Jewish  Pass- 
over commences  on  the  17th  March." 

This  does  not  look  as  if  only  some  obscure  sect  was 
aimed  at.  As  for  Russian  opinion  generally,  we 
need  only  glance  at  the  Russian  protest  signed  by 
distinguished  members  of  the  Council  of  State  and 
the  Duma,  Academicians,  and  University  professors, 
to  see  how  entirely  inaccurate  is  Baron  Heyking's 
description  of  the  Accusation.  Let  me  direct  his 
attention  to  the  following  passage  : — "  In  connection 
with  the  (till  uninvestigated  murder  of  the  boy 
Yushinsky  at  Kieff  the  false  story  of  the  use  of 
Christian  blood  by  lews  has  been  sown  broadcast 
once  more  among  the  people.  .  .  .  The  old  lie, 
fraught  with  violence  and  pogroms,  it  being  circu- 
lated again  even  from  the  tribune  of  the  State 
I  Juma." 

Let  me  add  that  the  "small  secret  sect"  referred 
to  Iw  liaron  Hevking  is  so  small  and  so  secret  that 


is  alleged  to  be  inspired,  I  think  I  can  safely  leave 
Baron  Heyking  to  the  instruction  of  the  distinguished 
Christian  theologians  and  Hebraists  whose  names  he 
will  find  appended  to  the  recently  published  Russian, 
German,  French,  and  British  protests. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Li'cikv  Wolf. 

London,  May  8th,  191 2. 


THE 


"  REAL  RUSSIAN  " 
CAMPAIGN. 


Baron  Heyking's  statement  that  the  Blood  Accu- 
sation in  Russia  is  not  levelled  against  Judaism  and 
the  Jewish  people  as  a  whole  is  signally  refuted  by 
an  article  which  appeared  as  recently  as  May  1st  in 
the  Kusskue  Znamya  ("Russian  Flag  "J,  the  organ  of 
the  Union  of  the  Russian  People  and  one  of  the 
chief  exponents  of  the  policy  of  the  Right.  Under 
the  heading  "  On  the  Ritual  Atrocities  of  the  Jews," 
the  artiae  ran  as  follows  : — 

"  A  few  days  ago  some  promenaders  near  Lesnoy 
came  upon  the  tiny  corpse  of  a  babe  stabbed  with 
knives. 

"Such  is  the  short  and  vague  communication 
appearing  in  several  metropolitan  newspapers. 
Owing  to  'traces  of  blood,'  the  simple  reporter  adds, 
'a  crime  is  suspected.' 

"  One  is  curious  to  know  what  else  but  a  crime 
could  be  suspected  when  the  little  corpse  of  an 
infant  is  found,  stabbed  with  knives.  Surely  the 
dead  infant  did  not  stab  itself  for  its  own  pleasure 
before  it  was  killed. 

"  '  An  inquiry  is  being  held,'  thoughtfully  continues 
the  newspaper  paragraph.  We  readily  believe  that 
it  is  '  being  held.'    But  how,  and  by  whom  ? 

"  The  body  of  the  infant,  no  doubt  a  Christian  one, 
was  found,  stabbed  with  knives,  shortly  after  the 
Jewish  festival  of  Passover,  that  is  to  say,  at  a  time 
when  the  Police  News  regularly  overflows  from  year 
to  year  with  advertisements  about  lost  infants — 
always  Christian  ones. 

"  No  Jewish  infant  has  ever  been  lost.  Not  even 
once  was  there  ever  found  the  body  of  some  unhappy 
little  Jew  'stabbed  with  knives.' 

A  Hint  to  the  Authorities. 
"  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  investigating  authori- 
ties of  St.  Petersburg  will  keep  in  mind  this  indubit-  j 
able  fact,  and  will^  no^  Intrust  the  inquiry  into  the  \ 
terrible  discovery  at  Lesnoy"  to  police  agents  of  the  j 
kind  of  the  notorious  Mischuk  at  Kieff,  who  cleverly  I 
and  zealously  made  out  everybody  to  be  the  murderer 
of  little  Andrew  Yuschinsky,  including   the  poor 
martyr's    own    mother,    and    invented  complete 
romances  for  the  sole  purpose  of  shielding  the  real  1 
assassins,  the  Jews,  or,  at  least,  of  allowing  them 
sufficient  time  for  making  good  their  escape  from 
Russia. 

"  Let  us  remind  the  Russian  court  and  the  Russian  I 
public  of  another  shameful  case  concerning  a  Chris- 
tian infant,  Mary  Abramova,  whose  blood  the  Jews  I 
drained,  though  not  completely.  She  escaped  from  j 
their  hands  alive,  but  so  tortured  that  she  soon  died 
for  want  of  blood.  The  mother  of  the  unhappy 
little  girl,  Eudoxia  Abramova,  lodged  a  complaint  in  J 
due  course  (it  was  in  1910)  with  the  Public  Prose-  | 
cutor,  probably  of  the  Smolensk  District  Court,  in 
which  she  openly  charged  with  having  tortured  her 
child  the  whole  Jewish  family  of  Pincus-Blumenstein, 
who  live  at  Smolensk,  on  Mount  Poklonnaya,  in  Aley- 
nikoff's  house,  opposite  the  police-station  of  the  third 
division.  With  what  charming  irony  do  the  Jewish 
torturers  act  who  bleed  Christian  children  in  such 
close  proximity  to  the  protecting  authorities  !  But, 
to  the  extreme  astonishment  of  all  Orthodox  Russians, 
somehow  the  Abramova  case  was  no  more  heard  of. 
What  fate  has  befallen  the  complaint  is  not  known 
even  now.  All  the  inquiries  of  the  Right  newspapers 
are  met  by  the  authorities  with  obstinate  silence. 
And  yet  Eudoxia  Abramova  has  shown  a  number  of 
people  her  little  girl  whose  body  was  stabbed  all  over 
by  some  sharp  instrument.  This  fact  is  confirmed 
by  several  witnesses.  It  is  true  that  at  the  hospital, 
where  she  applied  for  assistance,  the  doctors  (are 
they  perhaps  Jews  ?)  refused  to  give  her  a  certificate 
witli  regard  to  the  numerous  stabs  on  the  body  of 
the  poor  child,  and  severely  ordered  the  unhappy 
Abramova  not  to  talk  to  any  one  about  the  mutilated 
body  of  her  little  girl  lest  she  might  herself  'get  into 
prison.'    What  for  ? 

Suspoctod  Surgeons. 

"  It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  the  names  of 
those  surgeons  at  the  Smolensk  Zemstvo  Hospital. 
It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  they  are  Christians, 
seeing  that  Abramova  could  not  find  one  Orthodox 
private  surgeon  at  Smolensk. 

"  In  her  complaint  to  the  Public  Prosecutor  the 
poor  mother  presented  a  whole  list  of  witnesses  who 
had  seen  the  stabbed  body  of  the  infant.  But  did 
the  magistrate  examine  those  witnesses!'  Why, 
nobody  even  knows  where  Abramova  herself  has 
got  to. 

"  The  wise  judge    of  Smolenk  perhaps  decided 


as  described  by  Lutoataiisky,  for  the  pUTpQK  of 
getting  the  unhappy  '  oppressed :  little  Jews  into 
trouble,  and  made  haste  to  arrest  her,  in  imitation  of 
the  Kieff  police  geniuses  who  clapped  into  prison 
first  the  mother  and  then  the  whole  family  of  little 
Andrew  Yuschinsky. 

"  M.  the  Minister  of  Justice,  and  MM.  the  Ku  van 
Judges,  recollect  the  case  of  Eudoxia  Abramova, 
when  the  inquiry  about  the  awful  discovery  at 
Lesnoy  is  conducted.  Only  then  will  you  judge  not 
in  the  manner  of  blind  men  concerning  the  little- 
infant  corpse,  stabbed  all  over  with  knives." 

"Acceptable  to  the  Jewish  God.'' 

Equally  significant  are  the  following  quotation^ 
from  an  article  that  appeared  in  the  same  paper  on 
March  31st  : — 

"  People  who  are  capable  of  first  torturing  and 
then  strangling  a  girl  of  fifteen  (as  they  have  done  to 
the  Christian  girl,  Anna  Ponurkoj,  merely  because 
she  had  killed  a  goose  herself  instead  of  having  it 
killed  by  the  Jewish  slaughterer — such  fanatical 
reprobates  are  capable  of  any  wickedness  and  of  any 
atrocity.  And  such  are  the  Jews,  all  of  them,  not 
excepting  even  the  most  pious  who  enjoy  the  repu- 
tation of  official  '  benefactors.'  Every  Jew  is  capable 
of  calmly  slaughtering  a  Christian  child,  for  the 
Talmud  prescribes  the  assassination  of  Gentiles, 
calling  it  a  good  work,  acceptable  to  the  Jewish 
God." 

"It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  his  (Beilis's) 
acquittal  would  be  used  by  universal  Jewry  as  a 
proof  of  the  impossibility  of  ritual  murders  generally. 
And  that  now,  when  not  a  month  passes  without  a 
Christian -child  disappearing  somewhere,  leaving  no 
trace.  If  Mendel  Beilis  is  sentenced  to  penal  servi- 
tude for  life,  and  finds  out  that  the  Jewish  com- 
munity is  powerless  to  arrange  his  escape,  then  he 
will  name  the  chief  criminals  who  have  tortured  little 
Andrew  Yuschinsky.  Remember  this,  ye  future 
judges.  It  lies  with  you  to  discover  the  whole  truth 
about  the  ritual  murder  at  Kieff.  An  acquittal  would 
be  a  sentence  of  death  for  numerous  Christian 
infants." 

The  police  of  Ekaterinoslav  recently  came  into 
conflict  with  the  owners  of  a  "  Black  Hundred " 
bookstall,  whose  famous  portraits  of  Yuschinskv 
covered  with  wounds,  and  bearing  an  anti-Jewish 
inscription,  they  confiscated.  The  local  Russkava 
Pravda  now  triumphantly  announces  that  it  has 
received  a  circular  from  the  head  of  the  Press 
Department,  declaring  that  these  portraits  of 
Yuschinsky  may  be  freely  circulated. 


RUSSIAN   PRESS  OPINIONS. 


The  Retch  of  May  9th  reproduces  in  full  the  English 
protest  against  the  Blood  Accusation.  The  same 
number  contains  an  article  which  de-cribes  the 
belated  but  striking  English  appeal  as  widening  and 
brightening  the  horizon  of  humanity,  as  something 
that  uplifts  the  soul  and  infuses  it  with  a  feeling  of 
pride  for  man.  "  Is  not  the  most  wonderful  thing  in 
man  his  courageous,  noble  heart,  the  heart  of  a 
champion  issuing  forth  in  the  defence  of  a  right 
cause  ?  But  along  with  these  names  there  involun- 
tarily occur  to  one  some  other  names  of  those  who 
will  pass  into  history  along  with  the  Beilis  case,  to 
which  they  have  nailed  themselves  as  to  a  pillory. 
Compare  the  array  of  English  names  with  the  names 
of  Zamyslovsky,  Purishkevitch,  Markoff,  Glinka, 
Menshikoff,  Skvortsoff,  Savenko— and  of  whom 
else  ? " 

The  London  correspondent  of  the  Novoe  Vremya 
wired  as  follows  on  May  8th  : — "  There  appeared  in 
the  English  papers  a  letter,  signed  by  Bishops  and 
many  prominent  workers,  protesting  against  the 
accusation  of  the  ritual  murder  of  Yuschinsky 
brought  against  the  Jews.  Some  circles  regret  the 
appearance  of  this  letter,  in  which  they  see  an  inter- 
ference of  Englishmen  with  the  internal  affairs  of 
Russia." 

After  giving  the  substance  of  Baron  Heyking's 
letter  to  the  Times,  the  correspondent  concludes  : — 
"  This  manly  reply  has  met  with  sympathv  among 
the  English,  who  appreciate  immediate  explanations 
on  all  questions,  and  would  wish  that  similar  explana- 
tions might  always  be  given  on  que4ions  concerning 
Russia,  whose  friendship  they  value  more  and  more.' 

The  Zemschina,  the  organ  of  the  reactionaries, 
describes  the  signatories  to  the  protest  as  hvpocrites 
or  mercenaries.  It  further  declares  it  to  be  an  irre- 
futable fact  that  "  the  Jews  continue  to  kill  our  little 
children,  bleeding  them  for  hours,"  and  charges  the 
protesters  with  attempting  to  exercise  pressure  to 
prevent  a  public  trial. 


The  official  Information  Bureau  has  announced 
that  the  hearing  of  the  Beilis  case  is  lixed  for  the 
session  opening  on  October  15th.  At  the  Kieff 
District  Court  this  announcement,  emanating  from 
the  Ministry  of  Justice,  has  caused  considerable 
surprise.  There  is  a  rumour  that  the  case  will  be 
handed  over  to  the  Public  Prosecutor  of  the  St. 
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THE    NEW  KATORGA. 

Horrors  of  the   Modern  Prison  Inferno 
Described. 

BURIED  ALIVE. 

What  Russian  does  not  tremble  on  hearing  the 
word  "  Katorga,"  which  conjures  up  visions  of  one  of 
the  circles  in  Dante's  Inferno,  especially  since  the 
gifted  writer  Dostoievsky  gave  his  immortal  descrip- 
tion of  the  terrible  institution  in  his  Memoirs  of  a 
Vanished  House?  And  yet  this  Siberian  Katorga, 
with  its  forced  labour  in  the  mines,  seems  a  veritable 
idyll  in  comparison  with  the  Katorga  of  to-day. 
After  the  failure  of  the  Revolution,  Russia  was 
endowed  with  two  new  institutions — the  parody  of  a 
Parliament  called  the  Duma,  and  the  "  new  Katorga," 
where  are  imprisoned  more  than  twenty  thousand 
convicts,  both  politicals  and  criminals,  and  where 
the  regime  is  so  horrible  that  it  defies  all  comparison. 

A  lawyer  who  happened  to  pass  a  year  in  this 
modern  inferno  has  endeavoured  to  describe  it  in  a 
legal  periodical,  the  Pravo  ("  Law ''),  which  is  pub- 
lished in  St.  Petersburg  and  is  edited  by  well-known 
jurists  such  as  Nabokoff,  Baron  Nolde,  and  Petra- 
jitsky.  The  learned  jurisconsult  who  signs  himself 
"  Eye-witness "  makes  no  attempt  at  sensational 
description,  but  confines  himself  to  a  soberly-worded 
account  of  the  regime  and  its  illegality  from  the  point 
of  view  of  Russian  law,  and  the  result  of  his  study  is 
most  striking. 

Suppression  of  Labour. 

According  to  Russian  law,  the  death  penalty,  in 
normal  times,  can  be  applied  to  none  but  political 
criminals,  while  for  criminals  under  the  common  law 
the  heaviest  penalty  provided  by  the  Russian  penal 
code  consists  of  the  deprivation  of  all  rights  together 
with  hard  labour.  Since  the  Revolution,  however, 
large  numbers  of  ordinary  criminals  have  been  con- 
demned to  death — by  court-martial — and,  as  for  the 
others,  they  are  imprisoned  in  the  Katorgas,  where 
all  labour  is  systematically  suppressed.  From  this 
suppression  results  all  the  horror  of  the  regime 
described  by  "Eye-witness''  in  the  Pravo.  To 
understand  what  the  Katorga  signifies  one  need  only 
read  the  author's  account  of  certain  of  these  prisons. 

This  is  how  he  describes  the  Katorga  of  Perm  : — 

"  Hard  labour  is  non-existent.  In  dark  and  damp 
cells,  for  a  term  of  many  years,  human  beings  are 
entombed  in  thrice  the  number  that  the  space  pro- 
perly permits.  Summer  and  winter,  spring  and 
autumn,  night  and  day,  the  windows  are  hermetically 
sealed,  and  even  the  blinds  are  raised  only  for  a  few 
minutes  at  a  time.  Books  and  writing-paper  are  not 
allowed,  and  no  exercise  is  possible,  the  prison  not 
being  provided  with  a  proper  courtyard  for  the  pur- 
pose. Twice  a  year — on  Christmas  Day  and  at 
Easter— the  prisoners  leave  their  cells,  march  two  by 
two  three  times  round  a  tiny  court,  and  then  are  shut 
up  again  in  their  dens.  Thus  only  once  in  six  months 
do  the  convicts  get  a  mouthful  of  fresh  air  and  catch 
a  glimpse  of  the  sky.  The  rest  of  the  time  they  are 
buried  alive  in  their  dungeons,  breathing  a  poisonous 
atmosphere,  and  engaged  in  that  most  soul-killing  of 
all  pursuits — doing  nothing." 

Now  the  law  says  (Article  16  of  the  Penal  Code)  :— 
"The  convicts  .  .  .  will  be  subjected  to  hard 
labour,  both  inside  and  outside  the  prisons."  What 
convict  at  Perm  would  not  willingly  consent  to  any 
kind  of  labour,  however  hard,  in  order  to  escape  from 
his  cell  for  a  brief  interval  ?  And  what  forced  labour 
could  be  as  bad  and  demoralising  as  this  forced 
putrefaction  under  the  conditions  described  ? 

Walls   Saturated  with  Blood. 

Here  is  a  second  example — the  Katorga  in  the 
town  of  Ekaterinoslav.  This  prison  is  celebrated  for 
its  terrors.  Nearly  half  its  inmates  are  prisoners 
who  have  been  condemned  to  death  and  reprieved. 
In  this  prison  assassinations  are  almost  of  dailv 
occurrence,  and  every  day  the  victims  of  epidemics- 
typhoid  fever,  scurvy,  &c. — are  to  be  numbered  by 
dozens.  The  walls  may  be  said  to  be  saturated  with 
human  blood.  Two  years  ago  out  of  a  total  number 
of  t,ooo  prisoners  about  fifty  received  permission  to 
do  some  carpentry  which  was  wanted  for  the  town, 
and  while  the  lucky  few  did  their  work,  hundreds  of 
their  comrades  looked  on  with  envious  eyes.  Yet 
the  conditions  under  which  the  men  worked  were 
terrible  ;  eighteen  hours  a  day  under  the  lash  of  the 
guards  and  soldiers,  no  remuneration,  no  change  of 
diet  even,  and  at  the  end  of  their  long  day  the 
workers  returned  to  their  cells  worn  out  with  fatigue, 
their  hands  and  feet  dripping  with  blood,  but  with 
happy  faces,  like  people  who  in  their  despair  have 
caught  a  glimpse  of  hope  and  of  salvation. 

According  to  Article  23  of  the  Penal  Code  (1893 
edition)  convicts  have  one-third  of  their  sentence 
remitted  if  the  authorities  are  satisfied  with  their 
conduct  and  with  their  work — i.e.,  those  condemned 
to  fifteen  years'  penal  servitude  are  released  at  the 
end  of  ten  years,  and  so  on.  The  Senate,  however, 
has  recently  decided — by  a  process  of  reasoning 
typically  Russian — that  as  the  "  new  convicts"  do  no 
work  they  lose  the  benefit  of  this  law.    Thus  the 


and  their  sojourn  in  this  inferno  is  then  prolonged  on 
that  very  account.  This  violation  entails,  as  a  conse- 
quence, the  inevitable  death  of  practically  every 
prisoner  after  three,  or  at  the  most  four,  years  of  this 
regime.  They  are,  indeed,  condemned  to  death  by 
exhaustion,  by  tuberculosis,  or  by  madness.  "  Eye- 
witness "  declares  that  every  time  the  Press  denounces 
this  systematic  violation  of  the  law,  this  criminal 
attempt  upon  the  lives  of  persons  for  which  the 
authorities  are  responsible,  the  Administration  pub- 
lishes the  inevitable  denial,  and  organises  veritable 
comedies  of  inspection,  to  which  strangers  are  some- 
times invited  to  serve  as  "  witnesses ''  of  the  inexacti- 
tude of  the  Liberal  Press. 

The  Inspection  Farce. 

In  the  prison  where  the  author  of  >he  articles  in 
the  Pravo  was  confined  there  were  200  tailors  and 
sixty  locksmiths  and  blacksmiths.  Suddenly  a 
rumour  spread  that  the  inspector  was  coming  to  visit 
the  "workshops."  In  hot  haste  sewing-machines 
were  produced,  cloth  was  cut  into  pieces  and  dis- 
tributed, and  the  tailors  were  seated  in  front  of  their 
machines  awaiting  orders,  while  at  the  same  time 
forges  were  rapidly  improvised,  fires  were  lighted, 
the  iron  was  brought  to  a  white  heat,  and  the  smiths, 
armed  with  their  hammers,  stood  ready  for  the  signal 
to  start  working.  As  soon  as  the  inspector  was 
caught  sight  of,  someone  who  was  on  the  watch  gave 
the  word,  and  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  all  was  in 
movement.  The  sewing-machines  began  to  turn, 
the  hammers  resounded  upon  the  anvils,  the  whole 
scene  was  one  of  intense  activity.  The  visit  was 
brief,  and,  when  the  inspector  with  his  awestruck  and 
contented  retinue  had  retired,  the  farce  stopped  as 
suddenly  as  it  had  begun,  and  a  death-like  silence 
once  more  reigned.  A  sentiment  of  horror  and 
repulsion,  says  "  Eye-witness,"  would  overcome  every 
man  could  he  see  in  what  manner  the  convicts  fill  in 
their  time — games  of  the  most  repugnant  character 
alternating  with  vices  of  the  vilest  description. 

The  complaints  directed  against  this  state  of 
affairs  have  occasionally  obliged  the  Administration 
to  take  action,  and  our  author  describes  the  kind  of 
labour  recently  organised  in  one  of  these  Katorgas — 
that  at  Orel.  This  consists  in  "  cotton  spinning" — 
for  the  benefit  of  "  Real  Russian"  merchants  of  the 
town.  Old  pieces  of  rope  and  string  are  distributed 
to  the  prisoners  in  their  cells,  and  these  they  unravel 
and  comb  out  into  threads.  The  cells  then  become 
the  ante-chamber  of  the  tomb,  for  the  foul  air,  which 
is  never  renewed,  becomes  thick  with  the  fine  refuse, 
tuberculosis  spreads,  and  the  prisoners  cough,  spit, 
and — die.  Meanwhile,  in  order  to  prevent  malin- 
gering, inspectors  paid  by  the  contractors  are 
admitted  to  the  prison  to  see  that  the  guards  keep  the 
prisoners  hard  at  work  by  means  of  blows  and  other 
brutalities. 

Violation   of  the  Law. 

"  Eye-witness  "  pursues  his  judicial  analysis  to  its 
conclusion,  and  proves  that  the  whole  of  the  present 
regime  is  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  Russian  law 
according  to  the  Penal  Code,  and  that  were  there  in 
Russia  the  most  elementary  justice,  as  understood  in 
any  civilised  country,  all  these  highly-placed  admini- 
strators, with  their  inspectors  and  superintendents, 
would  long  since  have  been  in  the  place  of  the  con- 
victs themselves.  Then  Russia  might  perhaps  be 
cured  of  the  worst  evil  from  which  she  suffers — the 
contempt  of  the  law  and  the  reign  of  tyranny. 


OFFICIAL  CORRUPTION. 

During  the  debate  on  the  estimates  for  waterways 
and  causeways,  Deputy  Vinogradoff  reproached  the 
Ministry  of  Communications  for  not  having  carried 
out  its  solemn  promise  of  a  thorough  revision  of  the 
Kieff  district,  where,  owing  to  Government  delays, 
all  the  traces  of  the  crimes  committed  had  been  made 
to  disappear.  The  head  of  that  district,  Engineer 
Yurkevitch,  had  already  restored  to  the  service  all 
those  who  had  charged  him  and  his  colleagues  with 
misappropriation,  and  even  increased  the  salaries  of 
his  accusers.  One  of  them — Toropoff — bad  made  the 
following  declaration  on  the  work  of  the  head  of  the 
district  : — 

"  The  past  activity  of  Yurkevitch  has  consisted 
exclusively  of  thefts,  depredations,  and  manufacturing 
forged  accounts  through  special  men  he  employed 
for  the  purpose,  besides  falsification  of  accounts.  .  .  . 
Last  year  the  Associate  Minister  assured  us  that  the 
employes  of  the  Miinstry  of  Communications  were 
being  demoralised  by  wholesale  charges  of  thieving 
in  that  department.  But  the  real  cause  of  demoralisa- 
tion lies  in  the  impunity  of  high  officials  who  are 
charged  with  crimes.'' 

THE  FAMINE. 

An  "  Ear  of  Corn  Day "  could  not  be  held  at 
Viatka  because,  on  the  very  eve  of  the  date  fixed, 
the  Governor  suddenly  demanded  that  the  seditious 
inscription  "  Help  the  starving"  should  be  removed 
from  the  ribbons  and  boxes,  and  the  latter  provided 
with  the  seal  of  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police 
instead  of  with  that  of  the  Siberian  Bank.  As  it  was 
quite  impossible  to  carry  out  these  instructions  at  a 
moment's  notice,  the  long  and  complicated  work  of 


THE   FINNISH   PILOT  STRIKE. 

Serious  Effect  on  Navigation  Already 
Apparent. 

For  some  weeks  now  navigation  has  been  open  on 
the  southern  coast  of  Finland.  During  the  period 
from  April  16th  to  May  4th  there  were  twenty-nine 
vessels  entering  or  leaving  Finnish  ports  that  asked 
in  vain  for  pilots,  who  were  not  to  be  had.  Of  these 
vessels  seventeen  were  Finnish,  three  Swedish,  two 
Danish,  four  German,  one  English,  one  Norwegian, 
and  one  Dutch.  1  he  last-named  was  forced  to  put  into 
harbour — in  Sweden  ;  the  others  entered  or  put  to 
sea  at  their  own  risk,  with  the  exception  of  two 
Swedish  and  one  German  steamers,  which  on  May 
3rd  were  still  moored  in  the  roadstead  at  Hango, 
having  signalled  in  vain  (in  one  case  for  three  days) 
for  a  pilot,  and  not  daring  to  leave  the  harbour  with- 
out one.  In  consequence  of  this  state  of  affairs  the 
captains  of  the  vessels  entered  official  protests. 

Fortunately,  owing  to  the  favourable  weather  that 
has  been  prevailing  and  to  the  extreme  precautions 
taken,  so  far  there  have  been  no  serious  accidents. 
The  lightship  Aransgntnd,  off  Helsingfors,  could  only 
be  moored  on  April  25th,  and  the  opening  of  the 
harbour  at  Nikolaistad,  on  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia,  was 
delayed  because,  in  the  absence  of  pilots,  it  was 
impossible  to  despatch  one  of  the  Government  ice- 
breakers. At  the  end  of  the  period  mentioned  four 
lightships,  one  of  which  is  of  particular  importance 
for  navigation  in  the  dangerous  channel  of  Kvarken, 
in  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia,  were  still  in  harbour  at  Niko- 
laistad. On  April  26th  the  lighthouse-keeper  at 
Tvarminne,  between  Helsingfors  and  Hango,  on 
asking  whether  he  should  light  up,  was  told  by  the 
Pilot  Service  authorities  that  he  could  do  as  he 
thought  best. 

The  handful  of  Russian  pilots  who  have  been  sent 
to  Finland  from  the  Caspian  Sea  are  of  no  practical 
use,  and  several  of  them  have  expressed  a  desire  to 
return  to  their  own  country.  The  lack  of  officers  is 
so  great  that  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Pilot  Service 
a  single  officer  is  occupying  three  administrative 
posts.    The  disorganisation  is  all  but  complete. 

Such  is  the  value  to  be  attached  to  the  Russian 
Government's  promises  that  the  transference  would 
not  prejudice  navigation  in  any  way.  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  the  Governments  of  foreign  countries 
will  find  themselves  compelled  in  the  end  to  make 
representations  on  the  subject. 


POOR   RUSSIAN  STUDENTS. 


Pathetic  Revelations. 


The  annual  report  of  the  Committee  for  the  Relief 
of  Students  at  St.  Petersburg  contains  a  number  of 
statements  in  reply  to  questions  addressed  to  students. 
Their  answers  show  that  many  of  these  young  men, 
whose  thirst  for  knowledge  lures  them  from  the 
remotest  parts  of  the  country,  live  under  the  most 
wretched  conditions. 

During  the  year  191 1  the  committee  distributed 
31,350  roubles  among  870  students — an  average  of 
36  roubles  for  each  student.  More  than  a  fourth  of 
this  sum  was  applied  towards  paying  the  admission 
fees.  No  aid  is  given  to  students  who  earn  20  to 
25  roubles  monthly,  or  who  receive  an  allowance  to 
this  amount  from  their  parents. 

In  reply  to  a  number  of  questions  the  following 
facts  were  elicited.  Some  stated  that  they  never 
dined  regularly,  some  had  a  dinner  every  other  day, 
others  dined  once  a  week,  and  several  went  without 
dinner  for  weeks  together.  "  I  spend  about  4  roubles 
(8  shillings)  a  month  on  food,"  was  one  student's 
reply. 

One  of  the  "  regular  "  diners  stated  that  he  spent 

3  to  4  roubles  on  his  dinners  during  the  month,  while 
another  put  the  amount  at  6  roubles,  including  his 
wife's  dinner  ;  the  most  opulent  do  not  exceed  9 
roubles  monthly.  The  total  monthly  expenses  for 
food  were  given  at  from  5  to  8  roubles.  With  a  very 
few  exceptions,  none  possessed  any  books,  and  the 
highest  amount  spent  on  books  does  not  exceed 

4  roubles.  Questioned  as  to  other  expenses — viz., 
laundry,  light,  theatres,  &c. — most  of  the  students 
said  that  they  did  not  go  to  theatres,  while  some  had 
never  been  inside  a  theatre.  One  mentioned  25 
kopecks  (6d.)  as  his  monthly  expenditure  on  baths 
and  laundry ;  another  never  indulged  in  these 
luxuries. 

One  student  receives  10  roubles  monthly,  and  out 
of  this  pays  9  roubles  for  his  room.  Another  works 
eight  hours  a  day  in  a  printing-office  to  earn  his 
living.  Many  are  ill  because,  having  no  means,  they 
cannot  pay  attention  to  their  health.  Scantily  clad, 
without  underclothing,  and  with  defective  footwear 
.  .  .  these  are  a  few  more  of  the  handicaps  against 
which  many  Russian  students  have  to  struggle. 


The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  has  forbidden  a 
paper  on  the  commercial  treaty  with  Germany  to  be 
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of  Jews  in  tlie  Army,  where  not  only 
are  they  excluded  from  all  posts  worth 
having1  and  from  all  prospect  of  promo- 
tion, but  (contrary  to  the  allegations  of  the 
anti-Semites)  actually  furnish  every  year  over 
four  thousand  more  recruits  than  their  pro- 
portion to  the  general  population  warrants.  In 
subsequent  chapters  it  is  shown  that  the  terms 
of  employment  practically  bar  them  from  State 
service,  while  there  are  countless  hindrances 
placed  in  the  way  of  their  taking  part  in  muni- 
cipal and  corporate  life,  even  within  the  Pale  of 
Settlement.  Some  of  the  severest  and  most 
senseless  restrictions  imposed  upon  the  Jews  are 
those  which  deal  with  education  ;  while  the  doors 
of  a  large  number  of  schools  and  colleges  are 
absolutely  closed  against  them,  everywhere  the 
gross  "  percentage  rule  "  obtains,  which  prevents 
all  but  a  very  few  Jews  from  acquiring  even  the 
rudiments  of  culture.  It  is  to  all  intents  impos- 
sible for  a  Jew  to  be  called  to  the  Bar.  Upon 
those  crowning  iniquities,  the  denial  of  the  l  ight 
to  own  property  and  to  reside  outside  a  very 
restricted  area,  we  have  already  touched.  The 
former  has  effectually  crippled  the  beneficent 
attempts,  which  had  made  a  promising  beginning 
at  the  time  of  the  promulgation  of  the  May 
Laws,  to  develop  a  Jewish  peasantry  in  Russia. 
As  to  the  limitation  of  the  right  of  residence, 
which  in  practice  is  applied  in  the  most  heartless 
and  capricious  fashion,  it  will  be  sufficient  indi- 
cation of  the  way  in  which  the  law  is  adminis- 
tered if  we  quote  the  statement  that  Jewish 
prostitutes  are  the  only  class  of  Jews  to  whom 
the  whole  Empire  stands  open. 

Nothing  that  we  can  give  by  way  of  summary 
can  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  unrelieved 
misery  that  continually  dogs  the  footsteps  of 
the  Russian  Jew.  Those  who  desire  to  master  the 
contents  of  the  publication  just  issued  will  find 
the  path  of  their  investigation  admirably  prepared 
for  them  by  an  introduction  from  the  distin- 
guished pen  of  Professor  A.  V.  Dicey.  This 
introduction,  apart  from  the  fact  that  its  author 
bears  a  legal  reputation  which  is  as  high  in 
Russia  as  it  is  in  England,  is  specially  valuable 
because  it  evidently  embodies  the  impressions  of 
one  who  comes  fresh  to  the  subject,  and  is  there- 
fore in  a  position  to  treat  it  from  the  standpoint 
not  of  preconceived  notions  but  of  impartial 
judgment.  Professor  Dicey  finds  himself 
amazed  by  the  sober  recital  of  facts  contained  in 
the  pamphlet.  "  The  wrong,"  he  says,  "  wrought 
upon  the  Jews  under  the  law,  and  still  more 
under  the  administrative  system  of  Russia,  is 
all  but  incredible  to  Englishmen."  And  the 
"  deliberate  conviction  "  at  which  he  arrives  is 
that  "  Russian  statesmanship  forces  Russian 
Jews  to  make  a  choice  between  exile  on  the  one 
hand  and  on  the  other  hand  either  ruin  or 
( what  is  still  more  terrible)  the  permanent 
degradation  of  every  Jew  who  inhabits  the 
Russian  Empire."  What  strikes  him  particularly 
is  the  uncertainty  and  arbitrariness  with  which 
the  law  is  administered.  "  Practically,"  he 
observes,  "the  daily  life  of  a  Russian  Jew  may 
depend  upon  the  good-will  or  the  ill-will  of  the 
police" — a  state  of  things  which  "gives  to  any 
policeman  unlimited  powers  of  oppression." 
Profe-sor  Di'-ey  asserts  that  the  worst  evil  of 
Russian  despotism  is  that  it  threatens  the  Jewish 
subjects  of  the  Tsar  with  moral  degradation;  and 
he  might  have  added  that  the  system  degrades 
even  more  those  who  are  appointed  to  carry  it 
into  effeet  li  r-ori<-lusiori  he  asks  t he  question  : 
"  Shall  despotism,  combined  with  persecution, 
not  meet,  with  the  solemn  protest  of  Knglish- 
men  r  "  The  regime  of  oppression,  as  he  reminds 
ns,  does  not  affect  Russia  alone  ;  it  means  "  the 
compulsory  emigration  to  other  lands  of  thou- 
sands of  impoverished  and  uneducated  men  and 
women,'    and   from   this    point  of    view  alone 

England's  right  of  dennn ciation  is  unquestion- 
able. But,  of  course,  as  Professor  Dicey  recog- 
nises, there  are  highei  grounds  on  which  eivilisa- 
tion  finds  itself  moved  to  protest.  The  denial  of 
human  rights  is  a  direct  insult  to  the  moral 
progress  O*  mankind,  and  if  civilisation  refrains 
from  speaking  its  mind  on  a  subject  such  as  this 
it  is  but  adding  a  sin  of  omission  to  the  Russian 
Government's  unnumbered  sins  of  from  mission. 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


DUMA    AND  ADMIRALTY. 

Prospective   Conflict   on  Navy  Supplies. 


AN    UNSATISFACTORY  DEPART- 
MENT. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

Sr.  Petersburg,  May  oth. 
If  the  rumours  circulating  in  bureaucratic  quarters 
may  be  believed,  a  new  conllict  with  the  Government 
awaits  the  third  Duma  on  the  eve  of  its  dissolution. 
The  Tsar  is  said  to  have  expressed  to  M.  Kokovtsoff 
during  his  visit  to  Livadia  his  dissatisfaction  with  the 
Duma's  slowness  in  dealing  with  the  shipbuilding 
Rills.  It  is  therefore  assumed  that  the  Government 
will  insist  vigorously  on  the  adoption  of  all  the  Rills 
introduced  by  the  Admiralty,  which  involve  very 
considerable  grants.  The  Ministry  of  Marine 
demands,  in  the  first  place,  2K  million  roubles  for  big 
ironclads  already  in  course  of  construction  ;  then 
500  million  roubles  for  the  so-called  small  shipbuild- 
ing programme,  which  is  intended  to  restore  Russian 
naval  power  in  the  Baltic,  besides  250  millions  for 
building  a  Black  Sea  fleet.  While  the  Duma  majority 
has  no  wish  to  create  difficulties  for  the  Admiralty, 
it  is  somewhat  unlikely  that  it  will  willingly  grant  all 
the  demands  of  the  Ministry  of  Marine.  The  Duma 
Committee  is  inclined  to  grant  the  small  naval  pro- 
gramme only  in  those  respects  where  building  is  to 
be  commenced  immediately — such  as  torpedo-boats, 
destroyers,  and  submarines  :  the  grants  for  the  large 
ironclads,  it  is  considered,  should  be  reserved  for  the 
fourth  Duma. 

A   Cautious  Duma. 

The  Naval  Minister,  Admiral  Grigorovitch,  is  not 
so  patient,  and  is  anxious  to  get  the  whole  gigantic 
sum  immediately;  he  does  not  care  a  hang  about  the 
fourth  Duma.  This  is  not  because  he  is  in  real  need 
of  the  provision,  since  it  is  out  of  the  question  to 
start  at  once  on  the  huge  programme  of  construction, 
but  because  he  wants  to  force  from  the  Duma  some 
sort  of  manifestation  of  confidence.  But  the  Duma 
majority  is  definitely  desirous  of  displaying  caution 
in  its  grants.  It  is  unwilling  to  accord  tco  much 
confidence  to  the  Admiralty,  which  still  stands  in 
very  bad  odour,  not  only  with  the  public,  but  even 
with  the  Cabinet  itself.  No  other  department  has 
such  frequent  difficulties  *  with  the  official  Audit,  on 
account  of  its  unlawful  expenditure  of  every  kind, 
and  of  numerous  abuses  which  seem  to  be  ineradic- 
able. 

These  irregularities  will  no  doubt  be  discussed 
during  the  coming  debate  on  the;  Naval  Estimates  ; 
meanwhile  I  may  select  a  few  items  out  of  the 
Admiralty's  long  register  of  sins. 

The  Admiralty's  Delays. 

The  Russian  Press  has  referred  more  than  once  to 
the  extreme  slowness  in  the  execution  of  work 
already  started.  But  I  may  state,  on  the  strength  of 
official  information,  that  the  Audit  Department  has 
likewise  been  struck  by  this  surprising  dilatoriness. 
The  building  operations  for  the  ironclad  Imperator 
Paul  I.  were  only  advanced  "59  per  cent,  in  1907,  and 
on  the  ironclad  John  Shitoust  '6i  per  cent.  ;  nor 
have  matters  mended  since.  Only  a  few  months 
ago  the  Council  of  Ministers  had  to  devise  means  for 
accelerating  the  shipbuilding  operations.  At  any 
rate,  the  extensive  schemes  of  the  Ministry  of  Marine 
are  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  technical  resources  at 
its  disposal.  Nevertheless,  the  Ministry,  not  satisfied 
with  demanding  credits  that  go  into  milliards, 
frequently  gives  large  orders  before  the  credits  are 
granted.  Thus  12-inch  guns  have  been  ordered  from 
the  Obukoff  Works  for  ironclads  which  will  not  be 
ready  before  1914.  Not  only  was  the  order  given 
before  the  credit  for  the  guns  was  granted,  but  the 
Ministry  did  not  even  scruple  to  advance  to  the 
manufacturers  an  instalment  of  a  million  roubles 
taken  from  the  credits  granted  for  constructing  the 
hulks  of  the  vessels. 

Financial  Curiosities. 

The  Audit  Department  has  to  battle  continually 
with  the  Admiralty  on  behalf  of  economy  in  the 
purchase  of  coal,  as  the  Ministry  evinces  a  strong 
inclination  to  buy  coal  with  delivery  in  England  at  a 
higher  price  than  it  may  be  had  at  Kronstadt,  while 
the  coal  purchased  is  frequently  of  inferior  quality. 
The  consumption  of  coal  on  different  vessels  of  the 
same  type  and  size  during  the  same  period  shows 
striking  variations,  amounting  sometimes  to  200  per 
cent.,  the  quantity  allowed  to  each  vessel  being  left 
to  the  discretion  of  its  captain,  without  any  fixed 
rules,  which  the  Ministry  refuses  to  introduce.  All 
this  is  a  matter  of  daily  occurrence.  But  from  time 
to  time  something  unexpected  crops  up,  which, 
though  perhaps  trilling  in  itself,  throws  a  suspicious 
light  on  the  conditions  prevailing  among  the  local 
bl  anches  of  the  Admiralty.  The  Vladivostok  Port 
Authority  once  paid  the  sum  of  375  roubles  for  four 
glass  vases  out  of  the  fund  for  keeping  buildings  and 
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ships  in  repair.  A  washstand,  a  card -table  bi  |  . 
and  domestic  utensils  were  purchased  out  of  the 
same  fund  for  the  new  warden  of  the  port  from  his 
departing  predecessor.  At  Sebastopol  the  credit-.  for 
the  upkeep  of  the  Crown  buildings  arc  made  to 
include  fodder  for  the  port  warden's  cows  and  the 
wages  of  the  woman  who  looks  after  them.  The 
wardens  plate  is  paid  for  out  of  the  same  fund. 
The  warden  of  the  Nicolayeff  Port  uses  the  amount 
granted  for  keeping  the  port  in  a  clean  condition  for 
the  purchase  of  carriages  and  horses  for  himself  and 
his  assistants,  and  so  on.  All  this  is  not  done  in  a 
secret  or  clandestine  manner,  but  quite  openly  and 
officially. 


THE    AUTHORITIES  AND 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


Meetings    to    Combat  the  Scourge 
Prohibited. 


The  "  Tchinguiss-Khan  "  Government — a  designa- 
tion bestowed  on  the  Russian  Government  by  the 
late  Alexander  Herzen,  after  the  name  of  the 
barbarous  Tartar  chief  of  the  thirteenth  century — 
shows  an  irresistible  affection  for  the  fatal  calamities 
of  the  Russian  people.  If  cholera  appears,  the 
( iovernment  forbids  social  bodies  to  help  the  dying 
villagers  :  if  famine  grips  millions  of  victims,  the 
Government  destroys  the  organisation  which  is  ever 
ready  to  fight  this  evil. 

Now  tuberculosis  has  lately  become  the  Govern- 
ment's ally.  The  Russian  people  organise  from  time 
to  time  a  "  White  Flower  Day,"  when  collections  are 
made  in  all  the  towns  of  the  Empire  to  help  the  poor 
sufferers  from  pulmonary  diseases,  and  to  establish 
nursing  homes,  sanatoria,  &c.  This  year  the  "  White 
Flower  Day"  was  celebrated  on  April  20th.  The 
social  organisations  of  Moscow  decided  to  hold  thirty- 
six  meetings  to  discuss  tuberculosis,  in  order  to 
enlighten  the  population  on  the  subject  of  preventive 
measures  against  infection  and  the  means  to  combat 
this  disease.  It  would  have  been  thought  that  such  an 
initiative  could  only  be  welcome  ;  but  the  Moscow 
administration  was  of  a  different  opinion — it  could 
think  of  nothing  better  than  to  forbid  these  meetings. 

The  reason  is  thus  given.  According  to  the  ideas 
of  the  Moscow  authorities  a  police  officer  should  be 
present  at  each  meeting.  And  the  administration 
could  not  find  thirty-six  police  officials  to  send  to  the 
meetings  !  Here  is  consistency  indeed.  The  fight 
against  tuberculosis  is  not  so  important  as  the 
massacre  of  peaceful  demonstrators  or  the  siege  of  a 
university  by  the  police  forces.  For  the  last-named 
purposes  not  only  thirty-six,  but  360,  or  even  3,600 
louts  can  be  found.  But  tuberculosis  I  That  can 
tfjait  ! 


A   USEFUL  PAMPHLET 


Under  the  heading  "The  Fruits  of  Our  Russian 
Alliance,"  the  Anglo-Russian  Committee  has  pub- 
lished a  useful  and  vigorous  pamphlet  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  H.  N.  Brailsford.  Its  object  is  frankly  to 
liberate  this  country  from  the  policy  of  an  alliance 
with  Russia,  and  to  compel  Sir  Edward  Grey  to 
"  observe  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  letter  his  pledge  to 
respect  the  independence  and  integrity  of  Persia." 
What  the  author  conceives  our  entente  with  Russia  to 
mean  is  left  in  no  manner  of  doubt.  "We  made  an 
understanding  with  a  staggering  chaos.  Our  friend- 
ship restored  its  credit,  raised  its  prestige,  and  gave  it 
the  confidence  and  the  security  which  have  enabled 
it  to  become  once  more  an  aggressive  and  expanding 
Empire." 

The  opening  section  treats  of  "  The  Responsibility 
of  Finance,"  and  here  it  is  plainly  shown  what  the 
loosening  of  the  purse-strings  of  the  British  investor 
has  done  for  Russia.  In  March,  1906,  when  the  great 
loan  was  floated  in  London  and  Paris,  the  new-born 
Duma  was  entering  on  a  struggle  for  the  very 
principles  of  its  independent  existence  against  the 
reactionary  bureaucracy.  "If  it  could  have  met  a 
discredited  (iovernment  with  a  bankrupt  treasury,  it 
mifjht,  with  Kuropean  opinion  behind  it,  have  defied 
the  Tsardom.  History  would  have  moved  on  very 
different  lines."  But  the  loan  was  subscribed,  and  in 
May,  when  the  Duma  assembled,  "it  found  itself 
confronted  by  a  Government  whose  needs  were 
satished  and  whose  war-chest  was  full."  From  that 
time  dates  the  success  of  the  counter-revolution,  and 
from  that  time  the  policy  of  this  country  with  regard 
to  Russia  has  been  such  as  to  prejudice  most  effec- 
tively the  interests  of  reform. 

Other  sections  of  this  work  deal  adequately  with 
the  three  Dumas,  the  terrible  prison  conditions,  the 
persecution  of  the  Jews,  and  Russian  policy  in  Fin- 
land and  in  Persia.  This  is  a  sufficiently  wide 
survey,  and  its  educational  value  is  of  a  very  high 
order.  The  pamphlet,  which  is  published  at  a  penny, 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  all  who  wish  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  outlines  of  the  Russian  situation. 
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NOTES. 


In  the  Public  Eye. 

The  Russian  authorities  have  lately  been 
cutting  a  more  than  usually  prominent  and 
unpleasant  figure  before  the  general  public.  The 
interest  caused  by  the  United  States'  denuncia- 
tion of  the  Russo-American  Commercial  Treaty 
over  the  passport  question  has  not  been  allowed 
to  die  down.  The  famine  revelations,  which  for 
a  long  time  were  assiduously  kept  from  the 
British  public,  and  which  even  now  the  Pall  Mall 
Gazette  finds  it  difficult  to  believe,  have  effectively 
condemned  the  present  Russian  Administration 
in  the  eyes  of  the  civilised  world.  Then  in  close 
attendance  have  come  the  Lena  massacre,  the 
Blood  Accusation  affair,  and,  to  put  the  finishing 
touch,  the  condemnation  of  Miss  Malecka.  These 
things  make  a  very  pretty  catalogue  by  them- 
selves ;  and,  if  it  does  not  savour  too  much  of  cyni- 
cism to  say  so,  it  is  perhaps  as  well  that  these 
striking  outrages  on  justice  and  humanity  should 
occur  to  arouse  a  public  which  is  not  moved  by 
Poland's  tears  or  Finland's  plaints,  or  by  the 
inexpressible  misery  of  Russian  Jewry.  It  is 
certainly  as  well  that  the  reticence  on  Russian 
affairs  which  has  characterised  of  late  so  con- 
siderable a  portion  of  the  English  Press  should 
be  broken.  In  time,  perhaps,  the  people  of  this 
country  will  learn  the  full  tale  of  Russian 
oppression,  and  ;will  make  its  voice  heard  in  a 
manner  that  will  brook  no  denial.  We  have 
hopes  of  our  countrymen. 


Baron  Heyking's  "  Faux  Pas." 

Baron  Heyking's  letter  to  the  Time*  on  the 
subject  of  the  Blood  Accusation  is  as  stupid  an 
outrage  on  English  opinion  as  could  well  be  con- 
ceived. Our  readers  will  remember  the  quality 
of  the  men  who  signed  the  British  protest  against 
the  "ritual  murder"  libel;  among  them  were 
Archbishops,  ex-Premiers,  judges,  and  the  lead- 
ing lights  of  science,  literature,  and  art.  The 
document  bearing  their  names  is  described  by 
the  Russian  Consul-General  as  "  an  attempt  to 
prejudice  public  opinion  in  England  against 
Russia."  and  it  is  thus  implied  that  the  protest 
of  these  distinguished  men,  while  professedly  in 
the  name  of  humanity,  civilisation,  and  truth, 
was  in  reality  inspired  by  commonplace  political 
motives.  That  suggestion  needs  no  refutation 
from  us.  We  are  more  concerned  with  that  part 
of  Baron  Heyking's  letter  in  which  he  declares 
that  the  accusation  of  ritual  murder  made  in  the 
Kieff  case  "  is  not  at  all  levelled  against 
*  Judaism  and  the  Jewish  people '  as  a  whole, 
but  only  against  the  accused,  who  is  believed  to 
belong  to  a  small  secret  sect  carrying  the  Tal- 
mudian  teaching  to  the  extreme  of  ritual 
murder."  Here  Baron  Heyking  goes  one  better 
than  his  own  Government.  It  is  true  that  for 
some  time  the  Russian  Minister  of  Justice  enter- 
tained the  notion  of  openly  proclaiming  the 
charge  against  Beilis  to  be  one  of  "  ritual 
murder,"  and  that  the  investigation  of  the  case 
was  conducted  with  the  theory  of  a  religious 


motive  kept  well  in  the  foreground.  But  the 
official  prosecution,  in  drawing  up  the  indictment 
against  the  accused,  never  ventured  to  formulate 
a  charge  of  ritual  murder.  That  omission  has 
been  supplied  by  the  Consul-General  in  London, 
who  is  either  singularly  unacquainted  with  the 
facts  of  the  Kieff  case  or  desirous  of  blackening 
the  character  of  his  employers. 


The   "  Secret   Sect "  Fable. 

Apart,  however,  from  this  curious  blunder 
(which  we  will  leave  its  author  to  explain  as 
best  he  can),  how  can  Baron  Heyking  possibly 
maintain  that  the  abominable  charge,  by  whom- 
soever it  has  been  raised,  has  been  levelled  not 
against  the  Jews  in  general,  but  only  against  a 
particular  "  secret  sect  "  of  them  ?  If  he  is  not 
familiar  with  the  manner  and  substance  of  the 
campaign  as  carried  on  with  unremitting 
savagery  by  the  "  Black  Hundred "  Press,  he 
may  be  enlightened  by  the  extracts  we  repro- 
duce this  week  from  articles  that  have  recently 
appeared  in  the  T&ussTcap  Znamya,  the  leading 
organ  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People. 
Here  there  is  no  reference  to  a  "  secret  sect  "  of 
Judaism  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  expressly  stated 
that  all  the  Jews,  even  the  most  pious  of  them, 
regard  the  murder  of  Christians  as  a  religious 
act,  one  that  commends  itself  to  their  Deity. 
When  the  Dvuglavy  Orel,  on  the  eve  of  the  last 
Passover,  called  upon  Christian  parents  to  pro- 
tect their  children  from  the  Jews,  what  distinc- 
tion did  it  make  between  one  Jewish  sect  and 
another  ?  And  perhaps  Baron  Heyking  will  tell 
us  the  name  and  nature  of  this  "  small  secret 
sect,"  where  it  exists,  and  what  is  the  "  Tal- 
mudian  teaching  "  which  it  carries  to  so  fiendish 
an  "extreme."  If  he  is  not  to  be  held  guilty 
of  circulating  a  criminal  fabrication,  let  him 
acquaint  us  with  the  authority  for  his  grave 
statements,  which  are  calculated  so  seriously  to 
prejudice  the  trial  no;,  pending.  If  Baron 
Heyking  has  the  smallest  sense  of  decency  and 
of  honour,  he  will  either  substantiate  his  allega- 
tions or  unreservedly  withdraw  them. 


The  Official  Aspect. 

Before  we  dismiss  this  very  painful  topic  we 
should  like  to  inquire  in  what  capacity  Baron 
Heyking  pens  these  continual  attacks  of  his  on 
the  Jewish  community,  and  thereby  endeavours  to 
stir  up  ill-feeling  against  a  highly  respected  sec- 
tion of  the  British  people.  It  is  only  a  short 
time  since  we  drew  attention  to  a  scandalously 
anti-Semitic  article  that  appeared  over  his  signa- 
ture in  the  Fortnightly  ReMeio,  and  now  we  find 
him  continuing  the  campaign  in  the  columns  of 
the  Times.  In  his  case  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  dissociate  the  man  from  his  office.  A  Russian 
Consul-General  cannot  write  on  Russian  affairs 
in  the  capacity  of  a  private  individual,  and  there- 
fore the  views  he  expresses  must  needs  be 
regarded  as  voicing  the  opinions  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  employs  him.  From  this  point  of  view 
the  letter  in  the  Times  assumes  a  particularly 
grave  aspect,  and  we  can  only  wonder  what  the 
Russian  Embassy  in  London  thinks  of  the 
exploit.  Certainly,  if  the  St.  Petersburg  autho- 
rities do  not  wish  to  be  tarred  with  the  brush 
by  which  Baron  Heyking  has  been  disfiguring 
himself,  a  clear  disclaimer  is  urgently  needed. 


A  Living  Tomb. 

Those  who  desire  information  on  the  subject 
of  prison  life  in  Russia  will  be  well  advised  to 
read  the  article  entitled  "  The  New  Katorga," 
which  we  publish  this  week.  Properly  speaking, 
the  Katorga  stands  for  a  regime  of  hard  labour, 
and  the  awful  conditions  under  which  convicts 
perform  forced  labour  in  the  Siberian  mines 
have  alreadj-  been  graphically  described.  The 
"  new "  Katorga,  however,  is  something-  quite 
different,  and    infinitely  worse.     Its  essential 


feature  is  the  prohibition  of  work  or  occupation 
of  any  kind.  Packed  close  in  dark  and  damp 
cells  whose  windows  are  hermetically  sealed,  the 
prisoners  pass  years  in  a  living  tomb,  from 
which  they  are  only  allowed  to  emerge  for  a 
momentary  taste  of  fresh  air  once  in  six  months  ; 
and  all  the  time  they  are  suffering  the  most 
unspeakable  mental  torture  through  the  enforce- 
ment of  unrelieved  idleness.  Every  day  dozens 
of  convicts  die  of  disease,  while  in  some  settle- 
ments the  murder  of  prisoners  is  of  common 
occurrence ;  the  less  fortunate  linger  on  in 
madness.  This  terrible  regime  is  in  flat  contra- 
diction to  the  law,  which  prescribes  hard  labour 
for  convicts  undergoing  penal  servitude  ;  and 
upon  this  illegality  the  authorities  have,  with 
fiendish  ingenuity,  based  another  gross  denial  of 
prison  rights.  According  to  the  Penal  Code  one- 
third  of  a  convict's  sentence  is  remitted  if  the 
prison  authorities  are  satisfied  with  his  conduct 
and  work.  The  Senate  has  recently  decided  that, 
since  the  victims  of  the  "  new  "  Katorga  regime 
do  no  work,  they  are  not  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  this  provision  !  It  need  only  be  added  that 
the  facts  given  in  our  article  are  taken  from  the 
description  furnished  by  a  Russian  lawyer  who 
has  himself  experienced  the  horrors  he  relates ; 
doubtless  they  can  be  amplified  by  the  observa- 
tion of  the  British  visitors  (Mr.  Maurice  Baring 
for  preference)  who  recently  "saw  Russia." 


For  the  Starving  Peasants. 

We  earnestly  commend  to  the  notice  of  our 
readers  the  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Russian 
famine  sufferers  which  has  been  issued  by  an 
English  Committee,  and  which  will  be  found  in 
another  column.  The  facts  as  set  forth  in  this 
document  are  of  a  sufficiently  appalling  nature, 
but,  if  anything,  they  under-estimate  the  full 
gravity  of  the  situation.  As  Mrs.  Garnett  points 
out  in  a  letter  to  the  Times,  it  has  been  found 
very  difficult  to  gain  support  for  the  appeal  in 
this  country,  owing  to  the  incidence  of  first  the 
coal  strike  and  then  the  Titanic  disaster.  When, 
however,  it  is  realised  how  long  a  way  a  very 
small  sum  will  go  in  Russia — how,  for  instance, 
twelve  shillings  will  suffice  to  keep  a  peasant 
alive  until  July,  when  the  new  crop  will  be 
coming  in — we  cannot  but  think  that  a  ready 
response  will  be  forthcoming.  It  will  be  asked, 
of  course,  what  the  Russian  Government  is 
doing  with  its  "free  balance"  of  forty-five 
millions  sterling,  and  why  it  does  not  take  a 
third  of  this  very  handsome  surplus,  divide  it 
up  into  sums  of  twelve  shillings,  and  thus  drive 
the  spectre  of  starvation  out  of  the  sight  of  every 
single  famine  sufferer.  These,  however,  are 
questions  to  which  no  reasonable  answer  will 
ever  be  forthcoming.  One  can  only  wonder 
what  sense  of  national  pride  animates  a  Govern- 
ment which  allows  appeals  on  behalf  of  its 
starving  millions  to  be  scattered  broadcast  in 
foreign  countries.  But  such  speculations  will 
not  help  matters  as  far  as  the  Russian  peasant 
is  concerned,  and  to  supply  his  immediate  and 
most  vital  needs  assistance  is  most  ui'gently 
required. 

CAPITAL    PUNISHMENT    IN  1912. 


Fifty-three    Death  Sentences 
Quarter. 


in 


First 


Although  the  number  of  executions  during  the 
month  of  January  of  this  year  was  very  small,  there 
was  a  rapid  increase  during  the  two  following  months. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  out  of  fifty-three  sentences  of 
death  passed  from  January  1st  to  April  1st  of  this 
year,  twenty-eight  have  been  carried  out.  Four  of 
these  sentences  were  passed  in  January,  twenty-three 
in  February,  and  twenty-six  in  March. 

Surprise  has  been  expressed  in  a  high  quarter  that 
the  Courts-martial,  when  passing  sentences  of  death, 
themselves  recommended  that  pardon  should  be 
extended  to  a  number  of  the  condemned.  It  may 
therefore  be  expected  that  in  the  near  future  the 
number  of  executions  will  be  made  more  nearly 
equal  to  the  number  of  death  sentences. 
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"  APRES    NOUS    LE  DELUGE." 


Ruinous  Effects  of  M.  Kokovtsoff's 
Economy. 


THE  PEASANT'S    "LAST  KOPECK." 


We  have  already  had  occasion  to  speak  of  M. 
Kokovtsoff's  recent  visit  to  Moscow  and  of  his  speech 
in  reply  to  the  chairman  of  the  Moscow  Exchange 
Committee,  M.  Krestovnikoff.  If  we  now  return  to 
it,  it  is  in  order  to  consider  those  speeches  from  a 
different  point  of  view,  and  to  estimate  the  economic 
prospects  which  they  open  up  for  Russia. 

While  he  was  yet  only  Minister  of  Finance,  M. 
Kokovtsoff  had  already  become  famous  for  his  tons 
mois.  Everybody  remembers  his  declaration  from 
the  tribune  of  the  Duma  :  "  Thank  God,  there  is  no 
Parliament  in  Russia."  Not  less  memorable  is 
another  utterance  of  this  statesman.  When  the  Pro- 
gressive deputies  spoke  of  the  terrible  economic 
condition  of  Russia,  and  especially  of  its  main 
element,  the  peasantry;  when  they  complained  of 
the  ruin  of  the  village,  and  of  the  unbearable  burden 
of  taxation,  the  Minister  was  pleased  to  jest.  "  We 
have  been  told  long  ago,"  he  said,  "  that  the  peasant 
is  being  stripped  to  his  last  kopeck.  But  he  goes  on 
giving.  We  may  hope  that  he  has  still  got  a  number 
of  these  last  kopecks  !  "  The  economic  condition  of 
Russia  has  this  year  given  the  reply  to  the  Minister's 
pleasantry.  Twenty  millions  of  the  peasant  popu- 
lation are  ill  or  dying  from  starvation  ;  infants  are 
perishing  like  flies,  and  Western  Europe  is  contem- 
plating the  true  picture  of  Russia's  flourishing 
economic  condition. 

A   Cardinal  Problem 

That  "  last  kopeck"  was  the  real  substance  of  the 
Moscow  speeches,  although  it  was  not  found  con- 
venient to  put  it  so  clearly  on  this  occasion.  Both 
the  Minister  and  M.  Krestovnikoff  are  anxious  for  the 
development  of  the  productive  forces  of  the  country 
from  the  point  of  view  of  industry  and  trade,  which 
is  really  a  cardinal  problem  on  whose  solution 
depends  the  general  raising  of  civilisation  and  the 
normal  course  and  progress  of  industry.  But  where 
is  the  key  to  the  development  ? 

It  was  pointed  out  long  ago  by  thoughtful  students 
of  Russian  affairs.  The  development  of  productive 
forces  is  connected  in  Russia  with  the  solution  of  the 
agrarian  question,  with  the  transformation  of  the 
land  system. 

The  sixtv-first  year  of  the  last  century  was  a  year 
of  emancipation  for  the  peasants  from  serfdom  ;  and 
in  the  same  year  a  knot  was  tied  which  has  to  be  cut 
unless  Russia  is  to  withdraw  further  and  further  into 
a  blind  alley.  Although  the  peasants  were  emanci- 
pated and  given  land,  under  the  influence  of  the 
land-owning  class  the  Government  apportioned  them 
a  smaller  allotment  than  they  had  enjoyed  under 
serfdom.  The  very  first  years  after  the  reform 
showed  the  results  of  such  a  "  liberation."  Land- 
hunger  began  to  afflict  the  peasants,  and  rendered 
impossible  the  development  of  a  normal  national 
economy.  Sixty  years  have  passed  since  then,  and 
matters  have  only  changed  for  the  worse.  The  large 
growth  of  the  rural  population  has  merely  rendered 
this  want  more  acute,  and  has  brought  peasant 
ownership  to  such  a  condition  that,  according  to  the 
expressive  saying  of  the  peasants,  there  is  no  room  to 
let  a  fowl  run  about. 

The   Government's  Purpose. 

It  was  this  condition  that  led  to  the  revolution  of 
1905 ;  and  therefore  all  the  Progressive  parties, 
including  the  Constitutional  Democrats,  have  put 
forward  the  same  demand  in  one  shape  or  another  : 
more  land  for  the  peasants,  and  the  advancement  of 
their  economic  welfare.  Having  crushed  the  revolu- 
tion, the  Government  responded  to  this  demand  by 
the  famous  ukase  of  November  22nd,  1906,  which, 
with  the  help  of  the  third  Duma,  was  promulgated 
as  a  law  on  June  27th,  1910.  This  is  not  the  place  to 
enter  into  the  details  of  that  law.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  its  main  purpose  was  a  political  one  :  to  break 
up  the  rural  community,  to  destroy  the  solidarity  of 
the  struggling  peasantry,  to  excite  the  selfish  appetites 
of  the  well-to-do  minority,  and  to  sow  enmity  in  the 
villages. 

Even  should  the  Government  attain  its  purpose, 
the  disturbance  produced  in  the  villages  by  this  law 
could  only  have  a  negative  result  from  the  economic 
point  of  view,  since  land-hunger  still  exists  and  is 
even  intensified  by  the  struggle  among  those  who 
had  formerly  kept  together. 

The  advancement  of  the  welfare  of  the  agricul- 
turists is,  however,  not  merely  a  problem  of  the 
general  civilisation  and  normal  development  of  the 
country,  for  the  normal  development  of  industry  also, 
and  even  entirely,  depends  upon  it.  Every  industry 
can  only  develop  on  the  basis  of  a  large  market. 
The  foreign  markets  are  closed  to  Russian  industry, 
since  they  have  long  been  occupied  by  powerful 


forces  or  military  strength  to  fight  for  markets.  But 
there  remains  the  home  market,  which  under  different 
conditions  might  have  rendered  great  service.  So 
far  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  population  of  Russia  is 
composed  of  agriculturists  who  are  not  producers, 
but  consumers,  of  manufactures.  An  agricultural 
population  of  one  hundred  millions  is  a  sufficient  basis 
for  the  development  of  industry.  But  this  population 
must  be  itself  in  a  normal  economic  condition,  and 
must  possess  a  considerable  purchasing  power.  But 
it  is  sufficient  to  look  at  the  starvation  of  twemy 
millions  and  the  ruin  of  the  others  to  perceive  what 
are  the  prospects  opened  up  for  Russian  industry. 

The  Feet  of  Clay. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  both  M.  Kokovtsoff  and  the 
industrialists  understand  this  very  well.  And  if  they 
utter  aloud  noble  phrases  about  the  prosperity  of 
Russia  and  the  development  of  its  productive  forces, 
they  only  aspire  in  their  own  hearts  to  one  thing — 
to  personal  enrichment  at  the  given  moment,  at  no 
matter  what  cost  to  Russia.  They  build  the  statue 
which  Nebuchadnezzar  saw  in  his  dream,  with  a 
head  of  gold  and  feet  of  clay.  And  these  clay  feet, 
this  weak  support,  ever  ready  to  tumble  down,  are 
always  that  "  last  kopeck  "  of  the  peasant,  which  has 
vanished  long  ago.  What  indeed  do  the  industrialists 
ask  for  through  the  mouth  of  M.  Krestovnikoff  ?  For 
Government  orders  and  prohibitive  duties.  What  is 
the  Government  going  to  do  ?  It  will  borrow  money 
again  and  again  in  Western  Europe  in  order  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  old  debts  and  to  lavisli  new  unpro- 
ductive expenditure  on  the  Navy,  the  Army,  and 
railways  to  carry  (as  a  Russian  economist  puts  it) 
material  for  new  railways.  It  will  give  orders  to 
"  national ''  industries,  and  will  raise  import  duties 
still  more,  fancying  itself  separated  from  the  world 
by  a  Chinese  wall.  But  whence  in  the  last  account 
will  be  drawn  the  means  for  completing  this  econo- 
mically fruitless  and  hopeless  vicious  circle  ?  Always 
from  the  same  moujik,  with  his  "  last  kopeck."  This 
circle  has  been  frankly  fashioned  by  the  combined 
efforts  of  Messrs.  Krestovnikoff  and  Kokovtsoff.  The 
former  unequivocally  demanded  an  abundance  of  [ 
work  for  Russian  industry,  while  the  other  gave 
promise  after  promise  while  paternally  checking  the 
excessive  appetites  of  the  producers  by  the  reminder 
that  the  system  of  Protection  must  consider  at  the 
same  time  the  interests  of  the  consumers  as  far  as 
possible.  This  "as  far  possible"  has  a  truly  grand 
ring  in  the  ears  of  starving  Russia. 

Approaching  Collapse. 

Now  what  economic  conclusions  are  to  be  drawn 
from  this  policy  ?    They  are  clear  and  simple.    The  | 
longer  such  a  policy  is  continued   the   nearer  it 
approaches  economic  and  political  collapse,  for  no 
loans  and  duties  can  replace  the  sole  healthy  basis  j 
for  the  development  of  industry — the  amelioration  of 
the  condition  of  the  population.    These  measures  do 
I  not  lead  to  such  an  amelioration,  but  to  the  very 
opposite  :  they  are  unscrupulously  draining  the  sap  of 
a  population  that  is  ever  becoming  more  and  more 
impoverished.     This  inevitable  collapse  is  only  a  i 
question  of  time.    Such  a  policy  can  only  be  carried 
on  by  men  who  have  taken  as  their  motto  :  Apres  j 
nous  le  deluge.     We  do  not  know   whether  M. 
Kokovtsoff  is  justified  in  the  hope  that  he  personally 
will  escape  that  contingency ;  that  he  will  manage, 
according  to  his  own  expression,  to  "  pass  like  a 
shadow  "  over  the  arena  of  political  life.     Nor  do  j 
we  know  whether  the  modern  representatives   of  j 
I  industry  will  have  time  to  enrich  themselves  suffi- 
ciently.    But  one  thing  is  certain.     There  is  no 
escape  from  this  collapse  for  the  simple  subscribers 
to  Russian  loans  abroad.    They  will  have  to  pay  for 
the  policy  of  the  Imperial  Government  by  the  loss 
of  their  money.    And  this  will  be  the  penalty  for 
credulously  advancing  money  to  such  a  Government 
for  such  "  productive  purposes." 

N.  A. 


ELECTION  PREPARATIONS. 

The  National  Russian  Union  in  Lithuania,  lacking 
as  it  docs  the  support  of  the  local  population,  is 
entirely  dependent  for  the  election  of  its  candidates 
on  the  privileged  position  given  to  the  Russian 
minority  by  the  arbitrary  electoral  law  enacted  by 
the  late  M.  Stolypin  over  the  head  of  the  Duma. 
The  only  other  means  of  defeating  more  representa- 
tive candidates  consists  in  inciting  the  various  local 
nationalities  against  one  another.  On  former  occa- 
sions they  used  to  pit  the  Lithuanians  against  the 
Poles,  but  this  time  they  are  constituting  themselves 
the  champions  of  the  White  Russian  nationality, 
whose  very  existence  they  have  hitherto  denied.  In 
view  of  the  impending  elections  they  have  engineered 
a  deputation  from  the  White  Russian  population  to 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  to  implore  his  protection 
against  Polish  oppression. 

The  Governor  of  Esthonia  has  ordered  the 
nationality  of  each  elector  to  be  indicated  in  the 
registers.  The  Treasury  Chamber  is  now  collecting 
information  about  electors  of  Russian  nationality, 


POLICE   METHODS    IN  THE 
PROVINCES. 


Corruption,    Torture,    and  Murder. 


The  barbarity  of  the  Russian  regime  is  from  time- 
to  time  demonstrated  to  the  world  at  large  by  some 
appalling  and  incredible  occurrence.  Civilised 
countries,  however,  are  unaware  how  heavily  this 
system  weighs  on  Russian  life  at  every  moment  and 
in  every  corner  of  the  Kmpire,  and  how  this  chronic 
arbitrary  rule  is  manifested  every  day  by  acts  of 
brutality  and  corruption  which  the  Russian  Press 
mentions  only  in  its  "  miscellaneous  "  columns.  Here 
are  a  few  of  these  "miscellaneous"  events,  taken  at 
haphazard  from  papers  published  during  the  past 
two  or  three  weeks  : — 

At  Kharkov  a  constable  named  Dereviantchenko 
has  been  sentenced  to  eight  months'  imprisonment 
for  ordering  a  police  agent  to  shoot  a  drunken 
peasant. 

At  Wilna  a  constable  has  been  sentenced  to  four 
months'  imprisonment.  He  suspected  two  peasants 
of  being  implicated  in  some  trifling  affair  and  con- 
fined them  for  several  days  in  his  lodging,  where  he 
tortured  them.  They  had  been  put  in  irons,  deprived 
of  food,  and  flogged  with  whips,  ropes,  &c. 

A  peasant  in  the  mining  district  of  Nijni-Taghil 
(Ural)  has  lodged  a  complaint  with  the  Ministers  of 
the  Interior  and  of  Justice  against  several  local  police 
officials,  who  had  kept  him  in  irons  for  several  hours, 
beating  him  and  pulling  his  hair.  All  this  was  done 
to  make  him  confess  the  theft  of  some  iron  wire  for 
the  benefit  of  a  co-operative  society  to  which  he 
belonged. 

The  Courts  at  Savator  have  just  acquitted  a  certain 
Pantchouladzer  on  a  charge  of  libelling  the  police, 
whom  he  taxed  with  bribery  and  the  torture  of 
prisoners.  In  consequence  of  this  judgment  an 
official  from  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  just 
been  sent  to  Savator  to  investigate  the  affair. 

The  Court  of  Ekaterinodar  has  adjourned  the  case 
of  M.  Jolorko,  the  late  Chief  of  Police  of  that  place, 
and  of  two  police-agents,  liberating  the  accused  on 
bail.  A  few  years  ago  M.  Jolorko,  who  was  then 
Chief  of  Police,  in  order  to  secure  advancement, 
adopted  a  course  which  was  then  by  no  means 
unusual  in  police  circles.  He  arrested  genuine  and 
alleged  revolutionists,  and  shot  them  before  the 
police-station  was  reached.  Unfortunately  one  of 
the  victims,  Troun,  was  an  Austrian  subject.  Jolorko 
had  to  be  placed  on  his  trial,  and  was  sentenced  to 
death  ;  this  sentence  was  commuted  to  imprisonment 
in  a  fortress,  and  after  some  time  he  was  pardoned 
by  the  Tsar.  Before  that,  when  he  was  merely  an 
Inspector  of  Police,  he  had  arrested  a  gang  of 
counterfeiters  at  Azmavir,  and  seized  8,000  roubles 
in  banknotes.  He  retained  a  considerable  part  of 
the  find,  and  with  the  aid  of  two  agents  of  the  secret 
police  circulated  the  counterfeit  notes.  For  this 
crime  he  is  now  to  be  arraigned.  It  may  be  stated 
that  he  had  never  been  molested  before  the  murder 
affair.  When  a  hotel  proprietor  of  Ekaterinodar 
refused  a  forged  note  from  one  of  his  agents  Jolorko 
interfered,  and,  threatening  him  with  his  revolver, 
compelled  him  to  accept  it.  His  agents  had  been 
repeatedly  arrested  by  other  police  officials,  but  were 
always  set  free  through  Jolorko's  influence. 


ARMENIAN  TRIAL  FORGERIES. 


Lyjin's  Explanation. 


M.  Lyjin  has  presented  explanations  with  regard  to 
the  charges  of  forging  documents  in  his  capacity  of 
Examining  Magistrate,  intrusted  with  the  inquiry  "into 
the  acts  of  the  Armenian  association,  "Dashnak- 
zutiun."  He  points  out  that  he  had  officiallv  reported 
the  case  as  one  of  common  crime  ;  but  in  St.  Peters- 
burg they  insisted  on  giving  it  a  political  character. 
If  any  forgeries  had  taken  place,  the  responsibilitv 
must  fall  upon  the  Public  Prosecutor,  M.  Aksakoff. 
who  took  over  the  case  from  him  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  up  the  indictment.  The  forgeries  mav  also 
have  been  committed  by  the  translators  and  the 
substitutes  bribed  by  the  Armenians,  since  he  him- 
self had  been  offered  180,000  roubles  by  Armenians 
to  withdraw  from  the  inquiry. 

The  magistrate's  explanations  have  not  been  found 
satisfactory,  seeing  that  all  the  forgeries  went  against, 
and  not  in  favour  of,  the  accused,  and  were  com- 
mitted before  the  case  was  handed  over  to  the  Public 
Prosecutor's  office.  Senator  Kempe,  therefore, 
points  out  the  necessity  of  proceeding  against  Lyjin 
as  the  chief  author  of  the  forgeries,  while  charging 
other  persons  partly  with  committing  and  partly  with 
conniving  at  the  offences. 


The  May  Day  demonstrations  in  St.  Petersburg 
were  not  accompanied  this  year  by  such  violent 
disorders  in  the  streets  as  have  been  witnessed  on 
former  occasions.  This  is  attributed  to  the  com- 
paratively restrained  attitude  of  the  police,  who  did 
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STATE-AIDED  EMIGRANTS. 


Terrible  Hardships  of  Peasants'  Journey 
to  Siberia. 

THE  MARTYRDOM  OF   THE  POOR. 

[From  a  Correspondent.] 
Ma)r  is  the  month  of  exodus  from  Russia. 
Thousands  of  impoverished  peasants  from  the  con- 
gested districts  are  bundled  eastward.  Those  who 
have  nothing  or  not  enough  for  the  expenses  of  the 
journey  are  aided  to  reach  the  land  granted  to  them 
in  Siberia.  The  removals  are  not  undertaken  by  the 
State  from  motives  of  charity,  but  for  reasons  of 
expediency  and  as  part  of  a  policy  which  requires  a 
Slav  population  on  the  fringe  of  the  Russian  Empire 
in  Asia. 

It  may  be  accepted  as  an  axiom  that  the  Russian 
Government  does  not  give  to  the  peasant  anything 
for  which  he  can  be  made  to  pay,  either  in  ready  cash 
or  in  extortions  deferred  until  he  occupies  a  new 
holding  in  Siberia.  Those  who  have  least  are  sent 
furthest.  The  peasant  who  has  a  little  money,  or  can 
borrow  some,  gets  a  superior  allotment  to  that 
assigned  to  families  who  are  wholly  dependent  upon 
the  benefaction  of  the  State. 

Herded   with  Cattle. 

A  family  which  must  be  deported  receives  scant 
consideration  from  the  officials.  The  little  group  is 
conducted  to  the  nearest  railway  station,  and  after 
many  delays  is  found  accommodation  in  a  covered 
truck,  which  at  some  later  date  will  be  attached  to  an 
■east-bound  train.  This  waggon  is  without  conveni- 
ences of  any  kind  beyond  the  sliding  doors  on  each 
side.  It  is  intended  for  goods,  but  may  be  used  for 
the  conveyance  of  thirty-six  men  or  eight  horses.  It 
is  by  no  means  unusual  to  find  it  serving  as  the  sole 
living-room  and  store  for  horses,  cattle,  dogs,  and  the 
family  of  their  proprietor,  or  the  family  of  some  less 
fortunate  migrant  proceeding  towards  the  same 
destination. 

Starting  from  some  unproductive  land  near  the 
headwaters  of  the  Dwina  or  the  Dnieper,  the 
migrants  make  very  slow  progress.  They  are  fre- 
quently side-tracked  ;  they  miss  connections  at 
junctions,  and  a  week  ma}'  elapse  before  they  cross 
the  Volga.  They  proceed  by  short  stages  across  the 
sandy  steppes,  half-baked  in  their  stifling  trucks, 
choked  by  dust,  and  incommoded  by  the  restive 
cattle  in  their  care.  They  sleep,  possibly  in  the  cart 
they  have  in  the  truck  with  them,  perhaps  under  it  ; 
they  lie  upon  the  fodder  with  which  the  beasts  are 
to  be  fed,  pillowing  their  heads  upon  the  rye-bread 
which  is  their  own  sole  ration.  Once  over  the  Urals 
they  run  on  the  down-grade  into  Cheliabinsk  to  find 
themselves  in  a  concentration-camp  for  purposes  of 
inspection,  verification,  and  relegation. 

The  emigrant  depot  is  an  insanitary  area.  In 
May  and  June  it  is  a  hotbed  of  infection.  The 
accommodation  is  inadequate,  the  surroundings  are 
dismal,  the  delays  unconscionable.  If  lucky  a  poor 
family  may  escape  from  Cheliabinsk  within  a  week  ; 
if  less  fortunate  a  group  may  be  detained  there  a 
month,  or  its  members  even  sent  back  whence  they 
came.  Much  depends  upon  the  rolling-stock  avail- 
able. 

Interminable  Sufferings. 

Emigrants  who  have  money  when  they  arrive  at 
Cheliabinsk  are  expected  to  leave  it  there.  They  are 
allowed  to  spend  the  last  of  their  little  hoard  in 
buying  accommodation  in  a  fourth-class  car.  The 
poorest  resume  their  journey  in  a  covered  truck, 
from  which  they  are  dislodged  whenever  and  wher- 
ever the  truck  is  needed  to  transport  local  freight. 
The  train  is  mixed,  that  is,  part  goods,  and  it  is  side- 
tracked to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  officials.  The 
route  is  across  more  steppe  land,  until  the  taiga  is 
entered.  In  this  forest  region  rains  are  plenteous  at 
this  season.  The  parched  and  warped  roof  of  a 
truck  is  no  shelter,  and  the  water  pours  down  upon 
man  and  beast,  food  and  fodder.  A  week  or  so  later 
the  fly-country  is  reached,  and  insect  pests  are  added 
to  the  other  discomforts  of  the  dismal,  almost  inter- 
minable, journey.  In  this  tract  even  the  gipsies  wear 
veils,  but  the  poor  emigrants  have  no  such  protec- 
tion. The  infants  suffer  most,  but  all  are  in  misery, 
even  the  pent-up  beasts  raging  and  stamping  upon 
the  foul  floor  of  the  truck  which  serves  all  for  hearth 
and  bed. 

There  is  some  mitigation  of  the  climatic  conditions 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Baikal,  but  the  respite 
is  short.  The  hardships  remain.  They  increase 
when  nearing  Ingcda  and  the  Shilka.  By  this  time 
some  of  the  emigrants  have  been  a  month  on  the 
train,  exclusive  of  the  break  at  Cheliabinsk  and 
wherever  else  it  has  been  convenient  to  camp  them 
whilst  waiting  for  railway  facilities.  They  have 
suffered  ;  the  commonest  complaint  is  summer  colic, 
always  liable  to  become  aggravated  into  dysentery, 
enteric,  or  typhoid,  as  the  result  of  fresh  infections 
from  the  water  tainted  by  the  invalids  who  have 
passed  already.  The  poorest  emigrants  could  not 
live  but  for  the  help  they  receive  from  fellow- 
travellers  only  slightly  better  off  than  themselves,  and 


but  too  poor  to  purchase  anything.  Their  spirits 
are  buoyed  up  by  the  cheerfulness  of  their  women, 
for  the  Russian  peasant  woman  has  endurance 
without  limit  and  a  hopefulness  that  is  inextinguish- 
able by  circumstance. 

The  railway  terminus  is  reached  at  Stretensk,  where 
the  river  voyage  begins.  The  town  is  merely  a 
Cossack  post,  with  accommodation  in  two  Siberian 
inns  for  those  able  to  pay  for  it.  The  State-aided 
have  no  shelter,  and  must  wait  for  transport  first  on 
one  bank,  then  on  the  other. 

The   Insect  Terror. 

The  State-aided  emigrant  is  unlikely  to  get  on  to  a 
steamer.  He  may  find  accommodation  on  a  steel 
barge,  to  be  towed  or  cast  off  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
steamer  captain.  He  may  have  to  take  his  chance 
on  a  raft,  floating  with  the  current.  The  raft  has 
such  shelter  as  the  emigrant  himself  may  construct 
of  boughs,  logs,  and  g-eenwood.  The  insects  on  the 
Amur  are  numerous  and  varied  ;  they  bite,  they  sting, 
they  poison,  they  terrify.  At  sundown  the  mos- 
quitoes and  many  other  nocturnal  torments  give  the 
emigrant  no  respite  for  an  instant. 

The  voyage  is  leisurely,  the  heat  terrific.  On  the 
steel  deck,  where  the  thermometer  wjuld  register 
over  90  deg.  F.  in  the  shade  if  there  were  any  shade, 
the  coolest  place  is  in  the  very  thick  of  the  crowd, 
and  often  there  is  barely  standing  room.  Below  deck 
the  atmosphere  is  insufferable  and  the  heat  greater. 
The  voyage  from  Stretensk  to  Blagoveshchensk, 
which  should  be  effected  in  less  than  a  week,  is 
seldom  completed  under  a  fortnight,  and  sometimes 
takes  a  month  or  longer.  The  barge  is  anchored  or 
moored  whenever  the  tug  can  find  an  excuse  for 
abandoning  a  tow  which  retards  its  speed.  Nothing 
matters.  It  happens  occasionally  that  the  emigrants 
are  ordered  off  the  barge,  all  their  belongings  are 
put  on  shore  anywhere,  and  the  barge  is  towed  away 
to  serve  some  other  purpose.  The  passengers,  left  to 
their  own  resources,  camp  in  the  wilds,  until  they 
are  picked  up  days,  weeks,  or  months  afterwards. 
The  precious  summer  passes.  The  emigrant,  who 
left  his  home  in  Russia  as  soon  as  the  snows  melted, 
does  not  reach  his  holding  until  the  dreaded  Siberian 
winter  has  begun. 

"  Unfit  for  Savages." 

The  hardships  of  travel  are  grievous,  and  many 
emigrants  succumb  en  route.  The  delays  are  unneces- 
sary, sometimes  malicious,  occasionally  disastrous. 
Convicts  and  exiles  travel  with  equal  dispatch  and 
more  comfort.  The  accommodation  provided  by 
the  State  is  unfit  for  savages.  The  necessaries 
carried  by  the  emigrants  are  so  few  and  so  worth- 
less as  to  excite  the  derision  of  even  Bakhtirs  and 
Buriats  who  see  them  unloaded  at  a  siding. 

The  journey  under  State  direction  and  with  State 
aid  is  a  martyrdom  imposed  on  the  poor  as  a  penalty 
for  being  poor.  And  this  martyrdom  is  inflicted 
wantonly,  regularly,  and  callously  in  a  country 
reputed  to  be  civilised  and  represented  as  rich. 


LIBEL     BY  INTERPELLATION. 


Charge  Against  Thirty-four  Duma 
Members. 


On  May  3rd  the  First  Department  of  the  Council 
'of  State  considered  the  charges  brought  by  Deputies 
Gololoboff  and  Obraztsoff  against  thirty-four  depu- 
ties who  had  signed  the  interpellation  in  which  the 
complainants  were  taxed  with  having  been  concerned 
in  the  assassination  of  Deputy  Karavayeff. 

The  Chairman  pointed  out  the  extreme  import- 
ance of  the  question  involved,  as  the  case  might 
constitute  a  precedent  and  lead  to  manifold  and 
complicated  consequences. 

Some  of  the  Councillors  demanded  the  immediate 
dismissal  of  the  case,  urging,  among  other  arguments, 
that  libel  by  interpellation  was  of  a  kind  unknown 
to  the  law  on  the  subject,  which  was  framed  at  a 
time  when  interpellations  were  unknown  and 
undreamt  of.  The  responsibility  of  Deputies,  apart 
from  all  the  complications  it  involved,  was  contrary 
to  the  very  nature  and  essence  of  interpellations.  If 
that  responsibility  was  sanctioned  the  Government 
would  be  bound  to  prosecute  all  the  signatories  to 
every  rejected  interpellation  with  regard  to  illegal 
acts.  It  was  for  the  complainants  to  distinguish 
between  «the  wilful  authors  and  the  bona-fide  co- 
signatories of  an  interpellation. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  asserted  that  the  inter- 
pellation had  been  introduced  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  shielding  the  journalists  who  had  previously 
circulated  in  the  Press  that  very  charge  which  was 
pronounced  to  be  libellous  by  a  court  of  law.  The 
authorities  had  already  decided  the  question  by 
demanding  explanations  from  Deputy  Kusnetsoff 
with  regard  to  the  complaint  of  Gololoboff,  upon 
whom  the  onus  of  establishing  who  had  acted  out  of 
malice  and  who  had  done  so  bona  fide  could  not  be 
laid.  The  First  Department  had  to  adhere  to  the  law 
without  having  regard  to  any  possible  consequences.  I 

After  a  lengthy  discussion  the  First  Department 
decided,  by  eight  votes  against  three,  to  demand 
explanations  from  the  thirty-four  deputies  concerned. 


original  complaint.  Deputy  Kusnetsoff  asserts  his 
right  of  free  judgment,  on  the  strength  of  Article  14 
of  the  Duma  Constitution,  and  does  not  consider 
himself  responsible  therefor. 

The  Department  found  this  answer  to  be  unsatis- 
factory, and  decided  to  allow  the  case  to  go  on, 
leaving  it  to  the  complainants  to  proceed  in  the 
ordinary  way,  while  dismissing  the  demand  to  prose- 
cute M.  Kusnetsoff  for  an  offence  committed  in  the 
exercise  of  his  office. 


THE    LENA  MASSACRE. 


Manufacturing    Evidence  Against  the 
Miners. 


The  correspondent  of  the  Kusskoe  Slovo  wires  that 
Captain  Treschenkoff  is  busily  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing "proofs "of  an  alleged  armed  resistance, 
for  which  he  has  plenty  of  time  during  the  leisurely 
journey  of  Governor-General  Kniazeff  to  the  scene  of 
the  massacre.  In  the  meantime  the  inquiry  is  being 
conducted  on  the  spot  by  the  Justice  of  Peace,  M. 
Khitun,  who  himself  played  a  determining  part  in 
bringing  about  the  terrible  occurrence. 

Prince  Meschersky  looks  upon  the  Lena  massacre 
as  a  continuation  of  Treschenkoff's  adventures  at 
Kieff,  as  a  manifestation  of  the  all-pervading 
"  Kulabko "  spirit  which  courts  universal  hate,  and 
seeks  to  grasp  the  whole  of  Russia  into  the  hands  of 
the  gendarmerie. 

A  large  number  of  persons  who  took  part  in  the 
demonstrations  of  protest  against  the  Lena  massacre 
have  been  imprisoned  for  various  terms  by  the 
administrative  order  of  the  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg. 

The  number  of  working  men  in  St.  Petersburg 
alone  who  took  part  in  sympathetic  strikes  amounted 
in  the  course  of  four  days  to  200,000. 


THE    "GOLD  JUDGES." 


Corrupt  Magistrates  Ail-Powerful  in  the 
Siberian  Mines. 


In  Russian  legal  circles  the  justices  of  the  peace 
in  the  Siberian  gold-mining  districts  are  nicknamed 
"  Gold  Judges.''  Both  in  regard  to  standing  and  to 
remuneration  theirs  is  an  exceptional  position. 
Family  influence  is  necessary  to  obtain  such  an 
appointment,  which  is  eagerly  coveted  by  all  judicial 
functionaries  who  find  their  advancement  a  little  too 
slow  for  their  liking.  It  is  quite  a  usual  occurrence 
for  judges,  public  prosecutors,  and  their  deputies, 
who  occupy  a  much  higher  rank,  to  act  as  justices  of 
the  peace  in  Siberia  for  several  years,  in  order  to 
"restore  their  fortunes." 

The  salary  of  these  justices  exceeds  that  of  the 
magistrates  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire  by  4,000 
roubles.  In  addition  to  this,  the  management  of  the 
mines  grants  them  free  residences,  fire  and  light,  and 
provides  them  with  horses  for  their  visits.  In  fact, 
it  is  to  the  management  of  the  mines  that  they  have 
to  look  for  all  necessaries  they  may  require.  It  may 
easily  be  imagined  what  degree  of  independence 
these  judges  retain  under  such  conditions  ;  they  are 
in  reality  salaried  servants  of  the  mining  companies 
rather  than  representatives  of  justice.  Nevertheless, 
their  judicial  powers  are  very  considerable,  and  their 
authority  is  far-reaching.  Like  the  other  justices  of 
the  peace  of  the  Empire,  they  deal  with  certain  civil 
cases  (up  to  3,000  roubles)  and  minor  criminal 
offences ;  but  they  may  also  (for  example  in  cases  of 
vagrancy)  pass  sentence  of  several  years'  imprison- 
ment. They  also  act  as  examining  judges,  nota- 
ries, &  \  They  are  free  from  almost  all  control. 
Protests  against  their  decisions  are  matters  of 
extreme  difficulty  ;  the  postal  service  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  mining  companies,  who  administer  it  in  a 
truly  "paternal  "  manner  ;  the  nearest  court  of  justice 
(to  take,  for  example,  the  Lena  mines,  which  have 
lately  become  so  tragically  famous)  is  3,000  kilo- 
metres distant — a  journey  which  cannot  normally  be 
accomplished  in  less  than  twelve  to  fifteen  days, 
whilst  in  spring  and  autumn  the  district  is  completely 
isolated. 

It  will  be  easily  understood  from  this  why  the 
Lena  miners  sent  a  telegram  to  Deputy  Miliukoff, 
begging  him  to  procure  the  removal  of  the  local 
justice  of  the  peace,  M.  Khitun.  This  "  Gold 
Judge,"  who  in  this  forlorn  corner  of  Siberia  is  the 
sole  embodiment  of  justice  in  its  every  aspect,  had, 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  conflict,  naturally  sided 
very  emphatically  with  the  company  against  the 
workmen.  It  was  he  who  ordered  the  eviction  of 
the  workmen  from  their  quarters,  and  it  was  he  who 
later  on  sanctioned  the  arrest  of  the  members  of  the 
Strike  Committee  ;  and  it  is  well  known  how  this 
measure  brought  about  the  sanguinary  events  that 
followed. 


The  official  for  special  Commissions  attached  to 
the  Prefect  of  Nicolayeff  has  been  arrested  for  com- 
plicity in  the  frauds  committed  by  the  Board  of  the 
local  Credit   Society,   whose  defalcations  already 
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THE  TRIAL  OF   MME.  VYDRINA. 


Public 


Prosecutor's  Extraordinary 
Demand. 


At  a  special  sitting  the  Court  of  Appeal  of  St. 
Petersburg  lias  just  tried  the  case  of  Mme.  Vydrina, 
an  agriculturist,  who  is  accused  of  belonging  to  the 
Socialist  Revolutionary  party.  When  summoned  to 
appear  before  the  Court  in  1907,  in  the  trial  known 
as  the  "Trial  of  Twelve,"  Mme.  Vydrina  left  for 
abroad.  She  acted  wisely  in  doing  so,  for  five  of  her 
comrades  were  sentenced  to  death  and  six  to  the 
"  Katorga."  A  few  months  ago  Mme.  Vydrina 
returned  to  Russia  and  gave  herself  up  to  the  Court. 

According  to  the  law,  every  accused  person  who 
gives  himself  up  to  the  judges  of  his  own  accord  is 
entitled  to  the  clemency  of  the  Court,  which  accord- 
ing to  circumstances  reduces  the  punishment  by  a 
fourth,  or  even  a  third.  Nevertheless  the  Public 
Prosecutor,  M.  Miakinine,  in  his  address,  requested 
the  judges  not  to  apply  this  clause  in  Mme.  Vydrina' s 
case,  on  the  ground  that  she  is  a  Jewess. 

"  The  Jewish  race  " — such  were  his  actual  words — 
"  to  which  Mme.  Vydrina  belongs  hates  Russia,  and 
if  Mme.  Vydrina  has  returned  to  Russia,  it  is  because 
her  own  interests  impelled  her  to  do  so." 

M.  X.  D.  Sokolow,  the  defending  counsel,  asked 
that  this  sentence  of  the  Public  Prosecutor's  speech 
should  be  placed  on  record,  as  it  "  violated  in  a 
striking  manner  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Russian 
laws." 

The  Court  did  even  better  than  this.  It  declared 
that  Mme.  Vydrina,  never  having  belonged  to  the 
Socialist  Revolutionary  party,  was  innocent,  and 
acquitted  her. 

This  verdict,  which  does  honour  to  the  Court,  per- 
mits one  to  assume  that  the  eleven  "  comrades " 
of  Mme.  Vydrina  who  were  condemned  in  1907  were 
likewise  innocent.  But  who  will  restore  to  life  the 
poor  wretches  who  have  been  executed,  and  how  is 
the  case  of  those  who  are  still  alive  to  be  revised  ? 

In  spite  of  the  verdict  of  the  judges,  the  police 
authorities  have  detained  Mme.  Vydrina  in  custody, 
in  order  to  deport  her  to  Siberia  by  virtue  of  an 
administrative  order.  The  law  does  not  count  in 
Russia. 


THE   PARTITION    OF  POLAND. 


Holm    Detachment    Bill  Passed. 


The  Duma  has  passed  the  third  reading  of  the 
Holm  Detachment  Bill.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  majority  originally  rejected  clause  10,  which  con- 
tained the  principle  of  detachment,  while  they  voted 
the  subsequent  clauses  dealing  with  the  further  fate 
of  the  Holm  districts  after  their  detachment.  In 
order  to  gloss  over  this  flagrant  contradiction  not 
only  in  substance  but  even  in  terms,  the  Duma 
adopted  on  the  third  reading  an  amended  wording  of 
clause  10,  prescribing  the  exclusion  of  the  Holm 
government  from  the  administration  of  the 
"  Governor-General "  of  Warsaw,  instead  of  the 
original  text  of  the  clause,  which  decreed  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  districts  from  the  "  Governor-General- 
ship "  of  Warsaw. 


JEWISH  LAWYERS. 

New    Restrictions  Impending. 

According  to  Russian  law,  Jews  who  hold  a 
university  diploma  are  entitled  to  practise  as 
a- ristant-advocates  without  being  under  the  necessity 
of  asking  for  special  authorisation.  Recently  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  M.  Scheglovitoff,  discovered 
among  the  ten  thousand  laws  which  regulate  the 
position  of  the  Jews  one  decree  which  apparently 
provides  that  the  Jews,  although  they  possess  this 
right  in  law,  are  liable  to  lose  it  on  the  strength  of  an 
old  Ministerial  circular,  and  in  order  to  open  up  the 
question  he  submitted  the  case  to  the  Senate. 

liy  a  l.'kase  dated  March  28th  the  Senate  pro- 
nounced against  the  Jews — i.e.,  it  decided  that  Jews 
holding  a  diploma  and  having  the  right  to  practise, 
must  still  demand  from  the  Minister  of  Justice 
an  authorisation  to  follow  their  profession  as 
ait istant-advocates.  The  Bar  Councils  of  St.  Peters- 
burg and  Moscow  were  requested  to  send  to  the 
['resident  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  lists  of  Jewish 
advocates  who  were  already  following  their  profession. 

The  Councils  replied  that  they  did  not  possess  any 
li-its  giving  the  religion  of  advocates,  the  law  giving 
authority  to  all  diploma-holders  without  exception  to 
follow  their  profession.  The  President  of  the  Court 
then  ordered  a  list  to  be  sent  to  all  advocates  in 
which  they  have  themselves  to  enter  the  creed  to 
which  they  belong.  It  need  not  be  added  that  by 
this  measure  the  Jews  will  disappear  f  rom  the  number 
of  tho-.c  who  are  privileged  to  follow  their  profession. 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


RUSSIAN  FAMINE  RELIEF  FUND 
APPEAL. 


Mm  JO,  V-iVl 


Russia  is  now  suffering  from  a  famine  which  is  wor^e 
than  any  since  the  terrible  one  of  1891.  The  following 
extracts  from  a  letter  written  by  Prince  Kropotkin,  which 
has  already  appeared  in  the  Press,  show  the  magnitude 
of  the  calamity  :  "  The  area  seriously  affected  by  last 
summer's  failure  of  crops  .  .  .  thus  comprises  all 
provinces  on  the  Middle  and  Lower  Volga  (Nijni- 
Novgorod,  Cavan,  Simbirsk,  Samara,  Saratof  and 
Astrakhan)  ;  the  Ural  Provinces  (Perm  and  Ekaterrinburg 
in  the  North,  and  especially  Orenburg,  Uralsk  and  Ufa  in 
the  South)  ;  West  Siberia  (Tobolsk  and  partly  Tomsk, 
which  ;ire  usually  the  granaries  of  Siberia)  ;  the  so-called 
Steppe  Provinces  (especially  Akmolinsk,  Turgay  and  the 
Kirghiz  Steppes),  and  partly  also  Turkestan. 

"  This  does  not  mean,  of  course,  that  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  these  provinces  (which  contain  31,000,000 
inhabitants)  is  starving.  The  failure  of  the  crops  has 
been  sporadic  ;  but  the  most  cautious  estimates  put 
the  population  actually  starving  at  this  moment  at  from 
15,000,000  to  20,000,000  persons  In  the  above-named 
provinces  of  European  Russia  on  the  Volga  and  in  the 
Southern  Urals,  as  in  the  Steppe  Provinces,  there  are  very 
large  areas  where  the  misery  of  the  peasants  is  already 
awful,  and  it  will  go  on  increasing  till  the  next  harvest. 

''At  this  moment  there  is  real  famine  over  very  large 
areas.  The  cattle  and  horses  have  been  sold  for  a  few 
shillings  a  piece.  Very  many  peasants  have  been  forced 
to  sell  their  allotments  of  land  and  are  moving  in  thou- 
sands to  the  towns,  where  they  are  literally  starving. 
The  police  are  continually  driving  them  back  from  the 
towns  to  their  villages.  Scurvy  and  hunger-typhus  are 
already  making  ravages,  and  it  appears  from  the  reports 
of  doctors  sent  out  by  the  Pirogof  Society  that  there  are 
districts  in  which  there  is  disease  in  every  household." 

Another  correspondent  writes  :  "  In  some  Bashkir 
villages,  where  no  help  has  been  given  until  now,  the 
peasants  lie  down  on  the  floor  of  their  huts  and 
patiently  wait  till  death." 

Russians  are  now  vigorously  collecting  and  distribut- 
ing relief,  but  there  are  very  few  rich  people  in  Russia, 
and  all  classes  have  been  impoverished  by  the  disturb- 
ances of  the  last  six  years. 

The  elder  peasants  notice  the  absence  of  help  from 
abroad;  they  say  :  "  In  1891  people  came  to  help  us  from 
everywhere,  even  from  America.  Where  are  the  kind- 
hearted  people  now  ?  " 

We  appeal  to  all,  in  the  name  of  common  humanity, 
to  help  to  ward  off  death  from  the  starving  peasants  of 
Russia.  This  is  the  most  practical  way  of  showing  that 
the  English  have  sincere  feelings  of  goodwill  toward 
the  Russian  people. 

Lest  it  should  be  thought  that  small  subscriptions  are 
of  little  use  in  the  face  of  an  evil  of  such  magnitude, 
we  may  point  out  that  a  Russian  peasant  can  be  kept 
alive  at  a  cost  of  |d.  a  day,  so  that  twelve  shillings  will 
save  a  life  until  July,  when  the  new  crop  will  be  coming 
in. 

Subscriptions  should  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer — 
Ralph  Vauchan  Williams,  Esq., 

13,  Cheyne  Walk,  Chelsea,  S.W.; 
or  direct  to  the  account  of  the — 

Russian  Famine  Relief  Fund, 

London  County  and  Westminster  Bank, 
Chelsea  Branch,  S.W. 

E.  Wpight  Brooks. 
Percy  Dearmer. 

F.  B.  Meyer. 

A.  SjDGWICK. 

C.  Hagberg  Wright. 


THE  FRUITS  OF  OUR 
RUSSIAN  ALLIANCE. 

By  H.  N.  BRAILSFORD. 

Price  Twopence,  po-t-free. 

This  M-page  Booklet,  by  an  author  whose  know- 
ledge and  power  of  expression  need  no  advertise- 
ment, has  been  written  to  show  Great  Britain's 
responsibility  for  the  Russian  ( Jovernment's  sup- 
pression of  liberty  at,  home  and  abroad.  It  demon- 
strates the  part  which  this  country  has  played,  by 
lending  its  support  and  its  money,  in  the  fiasco  of 
the  three  Dumas,  the  horrors  of  the  Tsar's  prisons, 
the  persecution  of  the  .lews,  the  crushing  of  Finland, 
and  the  outrage  on  the  independence  of  Persia. 

Its  contents  are  such  as  are  realised  by  few 
British  subjects,  and  should  be  known  to  all  who 
;irc  rroricerned  for  justice,  freedom,  or  the  safely  oi 
the  British  Empire. 
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THE    RUSSIAN  COURTS. 


Surprise  and  indignation  are  being  univer- 
sally expressed  at  the  length  and  severity  of  the 
sentence  passed  upon  Miss  Malecka  by  the 
Russian  court  at  Warsaw.  The  British  public 
finds  it  impossible  to  understand  the  meaning 
of  such  savagery  towards  a  countrywoman 
accused  of  conduct  which  would  not  be  a  punish- 
able offence  in  any  enlightened  and  civilised 
country  in  the  world.  It  will  therefore  be  well  to 
explain  briefly  the  circumstances  in  which  that 
part  of  the  Russian  Criminal  Code  relating  to 
political  crimes  was  created,  and  how  the  con- 
sideration of  political  cases  came  to  be  intrusted 
to  the  law-courts. 

Xext  to  the  emancipation  of  the  serfs,  the 
most  important  reform  of  Alexander  II.  was  in 
connection  with  the  administration  of  justice, 
which  before  his  time  had  been  in  a  disgraceful 
condition.  In  1864  judicial  statutes,  modelled 
on  the  best  European  examples,  were  promul- 
gated. They  introduced  principles  unknown 
previously  in  Russia — the  independence  and 
irremovability  of  judges,  publicity  of  proceed- 
ings, trial  by  jury,  and  so  forth.  It  was  laid 
down  as  a  principle  that  no  one  could  be 
punished  without  trial  according  to  law,  and 
from  that  time  political  cases  were  placed 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  and  were 
tried  by  jury.  Although  to  this  extent  the 
public  were  admitted  to  participation  in  the 
administration  of  justice,  Alexander  II.  did  not 
venture  further  in  the  direction  of  enlarging  the 
people's  share  in  State  affairs.  The  creation  of 
a  Parliament,  which  was  contemplated  by  him 
and  his  reformers  as  the  final  "  cupola  which 
should  crown  the  edifice,"  was  not  carried  out, 
and  very  soon,  with  the  setting  in  of  a  tide  of 
reaction,  the  very  idea  was  abandoned.  The 
power  was  left  as  before  in  (he  hands  of  the 
bureaucracy,  and  it  was  only  in  the  law- 
courts  that  their  arbitrary  will  met  with  a 
repulse  by  the  conscience  of  the  people  in  the 
persons  of  the  juries,  and  by  the  bold  criticism 
of  counsel  for  the  defence. 

A  few  acquittals  in  political  and  Press  delict 
cases  were  enough  to  rouse  a  crusade  against 
the  new  courts  and  to  brand  them  as  accom- 
plices of  the  revolutionary  movement.  The 
result  of  the  struggle  between  the  bureaucracy 
and  the  courts  was  the  gradual  diminution  of 
the  competence  of  juries  and  the  withdrawal 
from  their  jurisdiction  of  political  cases,  which 
were  relegated  to  special  secret  tribunals  consist- 
ing of  gendarmes  and  police  officials.  At  the 
same  time  measures  were  taken  to  undermine 
the  independence  of  the  judges,  and  to  convert 
them  into  mere  subordinate  officials  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice.  After  forty  years  of  struggle 
this  task  was  accomplished  to  such  an  extent 
that  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  the 
courts  were  regarded  by  Plehve  as  sufficiently 
sound  to  be  trusted  with  political  cases.  Juries 
were  dispensed  with,  and.  to  the  four  judges 
were  added  three  persons  to  represent  the 
public — namely,  the  Marshal  of  the  Nobility, 
the  Mayor,  and  the  peasants'  representative — 
the  last,  though  elected  by  his  fellows,  being  in 
law  the  village  policeman.  To  make  it  easier 
for  the  judges  to  meet  the  views  of  the  bureau- 
cracy, the  inconvenient  publicity  of  trials  in 
former  times  was  not  restored,  and  a  new  body 
of  criminal  law  was  granted. 

The  old  Criminal  Code  contained,  with  refer- 
ence to  political  offences,  a  very  few  archaic 
articles  which  could  not  meet  modern  require- 
ments. As  long  as  the  trial  of  political  cases 
was  in  thehands  of  secret  tribunals  there  was  no 
need  for  law,  because  the  cases  were  decided  at 


their  pleasure  ;  but  courts,  whatever  their  com- 
position, must  be  guide!  by  law.  The  new  law 
was  promulgated  in  190..},  the  experience  of  the 
secret  tribunals  supplying  ample  material  for  the 
framing  of  laws  to  meet  i  ffectively  every  possible 
situation  which  could  l  e  twisted  into  a  move- 
ment against  the  existing  regime  of  absolute 
Autocracy.  As  it  was  f  r-i  m  political  organisation 
that  Absolutism  had  m  }st  to  fear,  it  declared  a 
ruthless  war  against  s  ich  associations.  The 
mere  fact  of  belonging  to  a  society  having'  for  its 
aim  an  alteration  in  present  conditions,  though 
without  advocating  vio'ence  of  any  kind,  is 
punishable  by  eight  years  of  penal  servitude, 
and  in  certain  cases  evei.  by  penal  servitude  for 
life.  By  a  strange  irony  of  fate  this  law,  which 
was  created  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  the 
Constitution,  practically  came  into  force  when 
Russia  was  by  way  of  bein<>-  a  constitutional 
country.  The  curious  result  is  that  all  the 
existing  political  parties  (except  the  Extreme 
Right,  whose  object  is  the  restoration  of  the 
Autocracy)  are  in  the  spirit  of  the  law  criminal 
organisations,  and  their  members,  including 
those  in  the  Duma,  are  guilty  of  the  same 
crime  for  which  Miss  Malecka  has  been  con- 
demned. If  they  are  not  yet  in  prison,  and  can 
appear  as  representatives  of  parties  which  in  fact 
do  not  exist  outside  the  Duma,  being  "  illegal," 
it  is  due  only  to  the  grace  of  the  authorities,  who 
tolerate  it  so  long  as  it  pleases  them.  In  cases 
of  emergency,  however,  the  "  caoutchouc  "  law 
and  the  well-disciplined  udges  are  always  at  the 
service  of  the  baioiuci'..-^,  «,»  the  trial  of  the 
Social-Democratic  party  in  the  second  Duma 
sufficiently  and  strikingly  proves. 

By  law  judges  are  free  to  appraise  the  evidence 
produced  in  any  trial,  and  this  rule,  which 
appears  excellent  in  itself,  is  the  cause  of  con- 
siderable abuse  in  Russia,  where  the  courts  of 
law  are  the  mere  tools  of  the  bureaucracy.  In 
their  ambition  to  obtain  distinctions  from  their 
superiors,  the  judges  are  satisfied  with  the  slight- 
est hint,  no  matter  from  what  source  it  comes, 
which  incriminates  the  accused.  The  evidence  to 
which  the  greatest  weight  is  given  is  that  con- 
tained in  the  reports  of  the  agents  of  the  secret 
police,  who  do  not  themselves  usually  appear  at 
the  trial,  and  whose  names  are  quite  unknown  to 
the  public.  However  incredible  in  themselves, 
and  however  contradictory  to  the  other  evidence 
their  assertions  may  be,  they  are  accepted  with- 
out question  by  the-  judges,  and  the  manufacture 
of  such  reports  from  non-existent  persons  and  the 
forgery  of  documents  are  the  every-day  methods 
in  use  in  Russian  courts  for  "seeking  the  truth." 
The  recent  long  succession  of  political  trials  is 
illustration  in  proof  of  this. 

The  abominable  circumstances  in  which  Miss 
Malecka  was  condemned  are  thus  seen  to  be 
common  phenomena  in  Russia,  and  day  by  day 
the  lives  of  the  best  of  her  people  are  blighted  in 
the  same  way.  The  fact  that  Miss  Malecka 
happens  to  be  an  Englishwoman  brings  these 
thing's  home  to  our  own  countrymen  in  a  more 
vivid  and  eloquent  manner  than  volumes  of  per- 
suasion could  achieve ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  British  public,  having  cleared  its  eyes  of  the 
dust  which  has  lately  been  thrown  in  them,  will 
now  arrive  at  a  true  estimate  of  the  character 
of  the  Government  with  which  we  are  officially 
on  such  intimate  terms. 


May  Day  according  to  the  Russian  calendar  was 
celebrated  by  a  strike  of  200,000  workmen  in  St. 
Petersburg,  and  attempts  at  holding  demonstrations 
were  made  in  various  parts  of  the  capital.  Owing  to 
the  strike  several  metropolitan  newspapers  could  not 
appear  on  the  following  day,  while  no  papers  at  all 
appeared  in  Moscow  and  many  provincial  towns. 


[One  Penny. 


THE  MINISTER  OF  JUSTICE. 


A  Scathing  Indictment  and  a  Lame  Reply. 


DUMA  DISSATISFIED. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  May  ijth. 

The  prestige  of  that  department  which  above  all 
else  is  required  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the 
Government  is  not  much  higher  than  the  public 
esteem  of  the  political  police.  The  Ministry  of 
Justice,  which  is  more  and  more  losing  the  sense  of 
right  and  of  legality,  has  acquired  a  reputation  that 
is  incompatible  with  the  course  of  justice.  The  head 
of  this  department  is  a  man  devoid  of  the  moral 
qualities  necessary  for  his  office.  Even  among  his 
colleagues  there  is  but  one  opinion  about  the  person- 
ality of  the  Minister  of  Justice,  M.  Scheglovitoff.  He 
is  the  most  unscrupulous  and  reckless  of  them  all — 
a  man  with  an  extraordinarily  robust  conscience, 
which  permits  him,  when  addressing  the  Duma  or 
the  Imperial  Council,  to  praise  the  independence  and 
impartiality  of  the  courts  as  precious  gifts,  and  to 
trample  upon  them  at  the  very  same  time.  To  all 
remonstrances  and  reproaches  uttered  in  the  Duma 
on  that  ground  he  used  to  reply  :  'fc  men  ftche.  It 
did  not  concern  the  Duma  ;  he  was  responsible  to 
the  Tsar  only. 

But  for  once  he  departed  from  hi;  reticence.  The 
well-known  Cadet  orator,  M.  Maklakoff,  whose 
speeches  are  listened  to  with  close  attention  through- 
out the  House,  roused  him  by  an  exceedingly  effec- 
tive speech.  M.  Maklakoff  accused  the  Minister  of 
the  brutal  violation  of  the  highest  Court  of  the 
Empire,  the  Senate,  one  of  whose  duties  it  is  to  watch 
over  the  legality  of  Government  acts.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  Senate  cannot  exercise  this  right  of 
supervision  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  decrees  of 
the  Government  and  new  laws  are  only  sent  to  the 
Senate  after  their  promulgation.  He  mentioned 
numerous  cases  of  most  unscrupulous  pressure  which 
had  been  brought  to  bear  on  judges  to  pass  sentences 
which  were  desired  in  high  quarters,  and  he  referred 
to  the  appalling  forgeries  of  the  depositions  in  the 
preliminary  stage  of  the  Dashnakzutiun  trial. 

M.  Scheglovitoff  condescended  to  reply — but  in 
what  terms  !  He  declared  the  Senate  was  an  institu- 
tion which  the  whole  of  Europe  might  well  envy- 
Russia.  It  was  true  that  a  Public  Prosecutor  who 
did  not  agree  with  the  Governor  had  been  transferred 
to  a  lower  post  in  another  town,  but  "the  Ministry 
of  Justice  cannot  tolerate  a  state  of  things  in  which 
a  Public  Prosecutor  cannot  get  on  with  the  Governor.'' 
Regarding  the  forgeries  in  the  Armenian  trial,  the 
examining  judge,  Lyjin,  to  whom  they  are  attributed 
was  an  honest  man,  but  he  had  been  "embittered" 
by  the  Armenians.  This  might  account  for  many 
things. 

Thus  the  Minister  of  Justice.  He  made  a  very  bad 
impression  on  the  Duma.  The  Right  applauded,  as 
is  their  duty,  but  formerly  he  had  the  Octobrists  on 
his  side  as  well.  The  Minister's  reply,  indeed,  could 
not  be  worse.  It  may  be  foreseen  that  the  impression 
on  the  country  will  be  still  more  unfavourable.  For 
M.  Scheglovitoff  has,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  confirmed 
the  reproaches  levelled  at  his  office,  and  the  serious- 
ness of  the  accusations  brought  forward  against  him 
is  obvious. 


THE   ADMIRALTY'S  DEMANDS. 

Our  St.  Peterburg  correspondent  asks  us  to  correct 
one  or  two  statements  that  appeared  in  his  article  on 
"The  Duma  and  the  Admiralty"  published  in  last 
week's  issue.  The  Ministry  of  Marine  demands 
twenty-eight  million  roubles  to  continue  the  work  on 
large  battleships  already  in  course  of  construction, 
and  512  millions  within  five  years  to  carry  out  the 
small  shipbuilding  programme.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  completion  of  this  programme  will  require  an 
additional  two  hundred  millions  in  the  course  of  five 
years,  but  only  a  fraction  of  this  (the  exact  amount 
has  not  yet  been  definitely  fixed)  will  be  demanded 
just  now.  As  regards  the  Black  Sea  fleet,  it  appears 
that  no  further  sums  will  be  demanded  from  the 
third  Duma,  approximately  one  hundred  millions 
having  already  been  voted.  Thus  the  total  sum  of 
the  demands  amounts  to  about  720  million  roubles. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


May  %  V.il'* 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 

Evil  Consequences  of  the  Detachment 
of  Holm. 

THE    CAMPAIGN   IN    G  ALICIA. 

[From  Our  Polish  Correspondent.] 
By  finally  and  irrevocably  deciding  on  the 
detachment  of  the  Holm  districts  from  Poland  the 
Duma  has  crowned  Russia's  barbaric  attack  on  the 
Kingdom  with  one  of  the  most  wanton  acts  of 
violence  ever  committed  against  a  highly  cultured 
and  peaceful  population.  Apart  from  all  considera- 
tions that  might  be  suggested  by  elementary  morality 
and  human  rights,  the  new  measure  must  be  regarded 
as  a  legal  absurdity,  eclipsing  anything  that  was 
previously  hatched  out  of  the  raving  brains  of 
Poland's  oppressors.  It  is  sufficient  to  note  the  ridi- 
culous contradiction  contained  in  a  law  which  allows 
the  province  to  be  excluded  from  the  administration 
of  the  Governor-General  of  Warsaw,  while  its 
districts  belong,  as  formerly,  to  the  Kingdom  of 
Poland.  For  Holm  actually  forms  part  of  Poland  ; 
but  instead  of  being  subjected  to  the  control  of  the 
Governor-General  of  Warsaw,  it  is  to  be  administered 
directly  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

A  Monster  of  Legislation. 
The  Octobrists,  having  provided  the  main  support 
in  the  production  of  this  monster  of  legislation, 
are  now  using  the  subservient  foreign  Press  for 
the  purpose  of  persuading  Europe  that  no  wrong 
has  been  done  to  Poland.  This  is  nothing  but 
a  conscious  misleading  of  public  opinion,  as 
can  easily  be  demonstrated  by  the  very  first 
consequences  of  this  absurd  law.  In  spite  of  the 
fact  that  out  of  the  total  population  of  the  new 
government,  amounting  to  qoo,ooo  souls,  there  are 
470,000  Catholics,  while  only  270,000  are  Orthodox, 
the  Catholic  feasts — even  such  solemn  celebrations 
as  Christmas  and  Easter — are  not  to  be  observed, 
being  completely  disregarded  by  the  ruling  classes. 
Thus  on  these  days  the  Catholic  population  may  be 
summoned  before  the  courts  of  justice,  or  be  forced 
to  perform  any  citizen  duties. 

In  the  schools  lectures  on  the  Polish  language  and 
literature  cease  to  be  obligatory  ;  the  courts  are  to 
confer  with  the  population  through  interpreters,  as 
the  native  language  has  been  forbidden  ;  Poles  from 
the  Kingdom  of  Poland  will  not  be  able  to  settle  in 
Holm  without  permission  of  the  Governor,  and 
Russian  dignitaries  are  not  likely  to  forgo  the 
pleasant  opportunity  of  demonstrating  their  arbitrary 
power,  and  will  undoubtedly  place  every  obstacle 
possible  in  the  way  of  their  defenceless  victims.  The 
new  law  further  contains  a  long  list  of  privileges 
bestowed  on  Russians,  and  various  restrictions  for 
Jews,  while  the  whole  measure  breathes  the  spirit  of 
recklessness,  vindictiveness  and  intolerance,  tearing 
to  pieces  the  living  organism  of  a  nation  and  deliver- 
ing it  to  mercy  of  a  fanatical,  ignorant  clergy,  which 
is  unfortunately  authorised,  but  in  no  way  qualified, 
for  the  work  of  converting  Catholics  to  the  Orthodox 
Faith. 

Hussian  Agitators  in  Austria. 

According  to  the  old  device  of  the  escaping  thief 
who  cries  "  Catch  thief  !  "  Russian  "  patriots  "  never 
cease  complaining  at  the  persecutions  they  have  to 
endure  in  Galicia.  The  notorious  letter  of  Count 
Bobrinsky,  published  in  the  Times,  furnishes  the  best 
example  of  this  perverse  method.  Both  in  Russia 
and  in  Galicia  this  letter  has  given  rise  to  numerous 
animated  discussions.  Here  are  a  few  facts  in  this 
connection  : — 

Two  Orthodox  ,;  clergymen  "  have  been  imprisoned 
in  Galicia  on  the  charge  of  having,  by  means  of  some 
special  instruments,  measured  by  night  the  depth  of 
a  river  which  separates  Eastern  Galicia  from  Russia. 
Every  non-prejudiced  person  must  at  any  rate  be 
somewhat  surprised  by  the  strange  nocturnal  occupa- 
tion of  ihese  pious  men. 

From  legal  proceedings  it  i«  learnt  that  all  the 
friends  of  Russia  were  engaged  in  similar  "Russophil" 
duties,  and,  enjoying  the  protection  of  Count 
Bobrinsky,  carried  on  their  destructive  work  under 
the  cloak  of  fostering  Russian  culture  and  faith  in 
Galicia. 

It  is  further  stated  that  in  well-informed  quarters 
of  the  Duma  confirmation  has  been  received  of  the 
conjectures  spread  by  the  German  Vossisehe  Zettung, 
which  hazards  the  supposition  that  Count  Hobrinsky 
received  70,000  roubles  as  subsidies  to  promote  his 
campaign,  aiming  at  russianising  the  Slavonian  sub- 
jects of  Austria.  It  is  a  public  secret  that  in  the 
Russian  yearlv  Budget  is  included  the  sum  of 
400,000  roubles  destined  for  the  Orthodox  agitation 
in  Austria. 

Strengthened  by  «uch  an  "  inspiration,'  the  apostles 
of  the  Orthodox  faith  in  Galicia  arc  assuming  a  war- 
like attitude,  and  their  organ,  the  I'rikarpatshaia  l<us, 
openly  levels  at  Or.  Bopr/.ynski,  the  Governor  of 
Galicia,  who  is  mortally  hated  by  the  Russophils, 
the  threat  that  if  he  does  not  resign  he  will  meet 
with  the  fate  of  his  predecessor,  Count  I'ototski,  who 
was  murdered. 


THE   OKHRANA  AND   THE  NAVY. 
Arrest  of  Russian  Sailors. 

[From  Our  Own  Corkkspondknt.] 

St.  Petersburg,  May  i6xh. 

On  the  7th  init.  twenty-one  sailors  were  arrested 
on  the  men-of-war  Tsqrcvitch,  Riurik,  and  others 
lying  at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Helsingfors.  The 
arrests  were  made  at  the  instance  of  the  St.  Peters- 
burg Gendarmerie,  which  on  the  same  day  ordered 
five  arrests  and  several  searches  in  Helsingfors  itself. 
These  arrests  excited  tHe  commander  of  the  Baltic 
Fleet,  Admiral  von  Essen,  so  seriously  that  he  placed 
his  whole  squadron  at  anchor  in  Helsingfors  under 
martial  law,  and  ordered  the  arrested  sailors  to  be 
transported  on  torpedo-boats  to  Kronstadt. 

It  soon  leaked  out  that  the  arrests  had  taken  place 
because  the  police  believed  they  had  discovered  a 
secret  revolutionary  society  among  the  sailors,  which 
was  supposed  to  have  been  organised  with  the  aid  of 
the  civilians  arrested  in  Helsingfors.  According  to 
newspaper  reports,  which  have  been  influenced  by 
the  political  police,  the  arrested  sailors  had  attended 
revolutionary  meetings  in  Helsingfors,  where  they 
were  observed  by  Okhrana  agents.  The  proceedings 
which  have  been  instituted  against  the  prisoners  will 
show  whether  these  statements  are  correct.  At  the 
present  stage,  however,  even  prominent  naval  autho- 
rities do  not  disguise  their  distrust  of  the  action  of  the 
Gendarmerie,  and  express  the  supposition  that  some 
provocator  has  cast  his  net  and  caught  two  dozen 
lads. 

It  is  very  significant  that  this  distrust  of  the 
Okhrana  has  manifested  itself  even  among  the  chief 
staff  of  the  Navy.  It  shows  how  the  influence  of 
recent  events  and  disclosures  has  lowered  the  prestige 
of  that  body.  If  the  political  police  is  mentioned, 
everybody  thinks  only  of  the  deeds  of  Azev,  Kurloff, 
and  Kulabko,  and  of  nothing  else. 


THE   FINNISH  PILOT  STRIKE. 


Eleven  Russian  pilots  have  been  installed  at  two 
stations  in  the  archipelago  of  Aland,  close  to  the  town 
of  Mariehamn.  A  few  days  ago  these  pilots  were 
given  the  first  opportunity  to  prove  their  worth.  Two 
foreign  vessels  which  had  left  Mariehamn  asked  for 
pilots;  but  none  of  the  eleven  responded.  Two  days 
later  a  Norwegian  steamer,  which  had  asked  in  vain 
for  a  pilot  at  Uto,  outside  Abo,  was  saved  from  sub- 
merged rocks  by  a  fishing  ooat.  The  latter  conducted 
the  vessel  to  another  pilot  station,  where  the  Finnish 
pilots  who  have  resigned  have  likewise  been  replaced 
by  Russians.  But  again  the  steamer  asked  vainly  for 
a  pilot  ;  the  Russians  who  were  occupying  the  station 
declined  to  come  out.  Thereupon  the  steamer  pro- 
ceeded slowly  on  its  voyage,  under  the  guidance  of 
the  fishing  boat. 

The  Finnish  Diet  has  decided  to  send  a  separate 
petition  to  the  Emperor-Grand-Duke  dealing  with 
the  pilot  question.  This  provided  an  opportunity  for 
that  well-tried  champion  of  liberty,  ex-Senator 
Mechelin,  to  deliver  a  fine  and  impressive  speech, 
which  was  received  with  loud  cheers.  A  notable 
point  in  the  speech  was  the  declaration  that  by  the 
russification  of  the  Pilot  Service  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment was  depriving  itself  of  the  possibility  of  a  base 
of  operations  by  sea  in  the  Gulf  of  Finland  in  the 
event  of  a  war  within  the  next  few  years. 


CONVERTS   FROM  JUDAISM. 

Eloquent  Manifesto  by  Russo-Jewish 
Barristers. 

A  group  of  fiftv-fivc  Jewish  barristers  publishes  the 
following  resolution  in  the  Russian  Press  : — 

"A  phenomenon  has  lately  appeared  among  us 
which  we  cannot  pass  over  in  silence.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion of  apostasy,  of  conversions  from  Judaism  to 
Christianity  which  are  not  founded  on  a  change  of 
religious  convictions.  We  are  well  aware  of  and 
deeply  feel  the  sad  position  of  a  great  number  of  our 
people  who  are  deprived  of  human  rights,  and  whose 
natural  means  of  existence  by  their  work  are  cut  off. 
But  this  fate  does  not  affect  us  as  much  as  the  action 
of  the  converts. 

"  Several  centuries  of  pain  and  degradation  have 
afflicted  the  Jewish  people;  persecution  dogs  us  from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave.  But  in  our  grief  there  is 
one  great  consolation,  and  an  eternal  source  of 
redeeming  strength — the  consciousness  of  the  inborn 
moral  power  of  the  Jewish  people,  the  martyr  nation. 
Those  who  leave  our  ranks  hardly  compromise  this 
power,  and  we  do  not  raise  our  voices  here  in  order 
to  defend  the  Jewish  race.  We  speak  out  because 
we  arc  ashamed  of  them,  and  because  we  desire 
them  to  know  that  we  value  our  persecution  higher 
than  their  privileges  ;  wo  prefer  our  sorrow  to  their 
contentment. 

"  Let  them  go  !  We  reimin  at  our  posts  with 
unimpaired  devotion  for  our  people  -that  people  of 
great  suffering  and  of  a  great  future." 


THE    LENA  MASSACRE 


Ex-Minister  of  Justice  to  Conduct 
Inquiry. 


UNFOUNDED  HOPES 


[From  a  Rtsmav  Cokresi-ondkm ." 

The  tchinovnik  who  is  to  investigate  the  Lena 
massacre  has  been  appointed.  He  is  Senator  S.  S. 
Manukhin,  member  of  the  Council  of  State  and 
former  Minister  of  Justice  in  Count  Witte  s  Cabinet. 

The  nomination  characterises  once  more  the  diplo- 
matic cunning  which,  behind  the  Cabinet,  directs 
both  domestic  and  foreign  affairs  in  Russia. 

This  diplomacy  is  not  complicated  :  it  displays 
either  the  jaws  of  the  wolf  or  the  tail  of  the  fox. 
Treschenkoff,  who  ordered  the  slaughter  of  the 
miners  at  Lena,  is  the  wolf.  He  is  followed  imme- 
diately by  the  fox,  for  the  name  of  Senator  Manukhin 
has  certain  liberal  associations,  and  his  nomination  is 
intended  to  deceive  public  opinion  with  hopes  of 
grave  revelations,  and  of  the  punishment  of  the 
guilty.    Vain  hopes  ! 

The  investigation  can  only  prove  a  sinister  comedy, 
and  M.  Treschenkoff  need  have  no  fear  for  his 
criminal  career.  For  all  the  "  revising  Senators " 
know  too  well  what  is  expected  of  thern  to  risk  a 
report  that  comes  anywhere  near  to  impartiality  and 
fairness. 

Ten  years  ago  a  massacre  of  workmen,  similar  to 
the  Lena  affair,  took  place  in  the  town  of  Yaroslavl. 
Without  waiting  for  the  results  of  an  investigation, 
the  troops  received  congratulations  and  decoration- 
for  their  "glorious  conduct  against  the  domestic 
enemy." 

One  day,  when  General  Dratchevsky,  Prefect  of 
the  city  of  Rostov,  had  an  audience  with  a  high 
personage,  the  General  expressed  his  sympathy  with 
the  victims  of  the  pogrom  which  had  taken  place  in 
that  city. 

"  How  many  people  were  killed  r "  he  was  asked. 
"  Forty." 

"So  few  ?  I  thought  there  had  been  more  !  "  was 
the  reply. 

"  One  Must  Always  Shoot." 

When,  after  the  suppression  of  a  revolt  at  Vladi- 
vostok without  bloodshed,  General  Kasbek  waited 
on  the  same  personage,  the  latter  asked  him  point- 
blank  : — 

"  General,  why  did  you  not  fire  ? " 

"  I  did  not  find  it  necessary.  ...  I  succeeded 
in  pacifying  the  people." 

"That  is  no  good!"  exclaimed  his  interlocutor. 
"  In  such  cases  one  must  always  shoot.  .  .  .  One 
must  always  shoot,  General." 

Such  are  the  principles  which  guide  the  highest 
authorities,  who,  perhaps  disconcerted  by  the  agita- 
tion let  loose  in  Russia  by  the  brutal  repression  of 
the  Lena  affair,  send  Senator  Manukhin  to  Siberia. 

If  there  are  people  in  Russia  whose  interest  it  is 
to  take  this  wagging  of  the  fox's  tail  seriously,  the 
workmen  do  not  deceive  themselves  And  the 
"sympathy  strikes"  in  St.  Petersburg,  Moscow, 
Odessa,  Nicolaieff,  and  Warsaw  show  that  the  work- 
ing classes  are  conscious  that  in  order  to  abolish 
these  infamous  pogroms  and  massacres  the  arbitrary 
and  savage  regime  itself  must  be  destroyed.  The 
friends  of  Russian  freedom  should  be  impressed  by 
the  idea  of  the  weighty  mission  which  devolves 
upon  the  working  classes,  and  they  should  help  them 
in  this  truly  national  trouble. 

Senator  Manukhin. 

The  ex-Minister  of  Justice,  Senator  S.  S.  Manukhin, 
enjoys  the  reputation  of  a  "  liberal.''  He  was 
Minister  previous  to  the  manifesto  of  October  30th. 
and  he  was  the  only  Minister  of  the  " old  regime " 
who  joined  Count  Witte's  "  Constitutional  Cabinet, 
where,  however,  he  did  not  remain  long.  Count 
Witte  invented  a  truly  Machiavellian  balancing 
system.  He  gave  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  to  the 
wolf — M.  Durnovo,  the  creator  of  the  agents  provo- 
cateurs— and  the  Department  of  Justice  to  the  fox, 
M.  Manukhin.  The  fox  could  not  mate  with  the  wolf, 
and  soon  resigned,  to  make  way  for  M.  Scheglovitoff, 
the  present  Minister  of  Justice.  The  Tsar  then 
appointed  M.  Manukhin  to  the  Council  of  State,  where 
he  occupied  a  place  in  the  Centre  party. 

The  fact  that  the  investigation  of  the  Lena  massacre 
has  not  been  confided  by  the  Tsar  to  a  simple  Senator, 
but  to  an  influential  member  of  the  Council  of  State, 
has  filled  Russian  Liberals,  who  "  forget  everything 
and  learn  nothing,"  with  hopes  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  tragic  Lena  adventure.  They  foresee  the  resig- 
nation of  M.  Scheglovitoff,  the  nomination  of 
M.  Manukhin  to  the  post  of  Minister  of  Justice,  and 
consequently  a  radical  change  in  the  present  policy. 

The  near  future  will  show  what  remains  of  these 
illusions. 


G*1~wil  Wf.w.t    IV,ff/»nf  unrrl'.n.  Mr 
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NOTES. 


Miss   Malecka's  Trial. 

The  report  from  the  British  Consul  at  Warsaw 
on  the  trial  of  Miss  Malecka  still  delays  its 
cornin°\  and  until  it  arrives  it  is  useless  to 
inquire  what  official  steps  are  to  be  taken  in  this 
country  with  regard  to  the  sentence  passed  by 
the  Bussian  court.  Meanwhile  the  public  is  able 
to  judge  for  itself  from  the  very  full  accounts  of 
the  case  that  have  been  published  of  the  nature 
of  the  evidence  on  which  the  prisoner  was 
arrested  and  condemned,  and  of  the  very 
unjudicial  methods  adopted  to  secure  her  convic- 
tion. There  can  be  no  doubt  that  from  begin- 
ning to  end  the  affair  was  engineered  on  lines 
that  are  absolutely  repugnant  to  all  civilised 
ideas  of  legal  decorum  and  of  justice  ;  and  that 
an  Englishwoman  should  be  consigned  in  such  a 
fashion  and  on  such  grounds  to  the  nameless 
horrors  of  the  Bussian  "  Katorga "  is  in  the 
highest  degree  intolerable. 


The  Task  of  the  Foreign  Office. 

We  do  not  think  that,  when  regard  is  paid  to 
the  circumstances,  there  is  any  justification  for 
stigmatising  the  movement  carried  on  in  England 
to  secure  Miss  Malecka's  release  as  indiscreet ; 
experience  has  shown  that  where  Bussia  is  con- 
cerned very  considerable  and  consistent  pressure 
is  needed  to  induce  the  Foreign  Office  to  act  with 
the  requisite  determination.  But  enough  has  been 
said  and  written  now  to  convince  Sir  Edward 
Grey  of  the  extent  to  which  public  feeling  has 
been  aroused  in  this  matter,  and  it  would  be  well 
to  pause  until  he  has  given  the  promised  report 
from  the  British  Consul  his  full  consideration. 
Meanwhile  it  has  been  ascertained  that,  contrary 
to  former  statements,  the  Bussian  Government 
persists  in  claiming  Miss  Malecka  as  a  Bussian 
subject.  This  makes  Sir  Edward  Grey's  task 
more  complicated  than  it  appeared  likely  to  be  ; 
but  we  trust  it  will  not  shake  any  resolution  at 
which  his  examination  of  the  case  impels  him  to 
arrive. 

"  Justice  "  a  la  Russe. 

Baron  Heyking  is  a  very  unfortunate  man. 
His  appeal  to  Englishmen  in  the  Times,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Blood  Accusation,  "not  to  with- 
hold their  confidence  from  Bussian  justice  "  was 
followed  almost  immediately  by  the  announce- 
ment of  the  brutal  sentence  passed  on  Miss 
Malecka,  and  the  English  Press  was  soon  ring- 
ing with  denunciations  of  Bussian  judicial 
methods.  At  the  same  time  Count  Witte  was 
making  a  polished  attack  in  the  Council  of  State 
on  the  ways  of  the  Ministry  of  Justice,  and  now 
the  cup  has  been  filled  by  the  damning  exposure 
in  the  Duma  of  the  character  of  the  department 
over  which  M.  Scheglovitoff  so  unscrupulously 
presides.  In  our  opening  article  we  have 
described  the  amazing  travesty  of  legal  proce- 
dure which  has  made  the  condemnation  of  Miss 
Malecka  to  penal  servitude  not  only  possible  but 
practically  inevitable  ;  the  revelations  made  in 
the  Duma  the  other  day  show  that  over  the 


administration  of  a  rotten  system  lias  been 
placed  a  man  whose  views  of  legality  are  peculiar 
even  in  Bussia.  M.  Scheglovitoff,  whom  our  St. 
Petersburg  correspondent  euphemistically  cha- 
racterises as  a  man  of  "  robust  conscience,"  has 
not  only  destroyed  the  independence  and  moral 
sense  < if  judges  and  public  prosecutors  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  but  he 
has  laid  his  hand  upon  the  Senate,  the  last 
stronghold  of  the  law,  smitten  it  with  paralysis, 
and  deprived  it  of  its  rightful  functions.  This 
is  the  "justice"  from  which  Baron  Heyking 
adjures  us  not  to  withhold  oivr  confidence. 

A  Clinching  Argument. 

We  trust  we  shall  be  ;forgiven  for  discovering 
a  lighter  side  to  the  Blood  Accusation  affair.  At 
Pereiaslavl.  near  Kieff,  the  peasants  assembled 
the  other  day  to  discuss  literature  which  had 
been  circulated  amongst  them  for  the  purpose  of 
spreading  the  infamous  libel.  Having  thoroughly 
examined  the  matter,  they  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  accusation  was  an  absurdity,  "  it 
being  obvious  that  Jews  cannot  use  Christian 
blood  in  Matzoth  (Passover  cakes),  because  thej- 
have  to  prepare  them  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  were  baked  when  they  left  Egypt,  and  at 
that  time  there  irere  no  Christians  in  the  world.  ' 
We  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  set  before 
our  readers  the  reasons  why  the  charge  of  ritual 
murder  brought  against  the  Jews  is  preposterous, 
but  if  we  wished  to  find  a  clinching  argument  we 
should  find  it  difficult  to  improve  upon  that 
gravely  enunciated  by  the  good  people  of 
Pereiaslavl.  The  Bussian  peasant  may  be  a 
simple-minded  soul,  but  that  is  a  characteristic 
which  has  its  advantages,  and  in  this  case  he  has 
settled  for  himself  in  a  single  sentence  a  discus- 
sion on  which  hundreds  of  learned  or  calumnious 
articles  have  been  written  for  his  benefit.  It  is 
now  "up  to  "  the  ZemscJ&ia  to  prove  that  there 
were  Christians  at  the  time  of  Exodus. 


A  New  Spirit. 

Either  a  grave  spirit  of  disaffection  is  abroad 
in  the  Bussian  Navy,  or  the  agent-provocateur  has 
been  at  his  familiar  tricks  again.  There  cer- 
tainly seems  good  ground  for  believing  that  the 
arrests  carried  out  by  the  Okhrana  on  board  the 
battleships  lying  in  harbour  at  Helsingfors  were 
the  result  of  provocatory  tactics,  into  the  object 
of  which  it  is  needless  to  inquire.  But,  what- 
ever be  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Navy,  there 
are  distinct  signs  that  the  Bussian  people  is 
beginning  to  rouse  itself.  The  Lena  massacre 
has  had  more  than  a  passing  influence  on  the 
working  classes,  whose  temper  was  clearly  dis- 
played on  the  Bussian  May  Day.  Of  late  years 
this  celebration  has  passed  off  in  a  very  placid 
fashion ;  strikes  have  been  insignificant  and  of 
little  interest.  This  year,  however,  a  more  or 
less  general  stoppage  of  work  took  place  in  St. 
Petersburg,  Moscow,  and  most  of  the  industrial 
centres.  In  Moscow  not  a  single  newspaper  was 
able  to  appear  on  what  is  May  2nd  in  the 
Bussian  calendar.  Whatever  our  attitude  towards 
these  demonstrations  may  be,  we  should  be  blind 
if  we  did  not  recognise  in  them  a  symptom  of  a 
new  spirit  that  is  affecting  the  Bussian  masses. 
The  Lena  affair  has  left,  deep  traces  on  the 
popular  conscience,  and  the  indifference  with 
which  so  many  outrages  have  been  endured 
during  the  last  few  years  would  seem  to  be  a 
thing  of  the  past.  If  so,  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a 
new  era. 


Sir  E.  Grey  on  the  Famine. 

The  Bussian  famine  received  the  distinction  of 
a  question  in  the  House  of  Commons  last  week, 
and  quite  a  lengthy  reply  from  Sir  Edward 
Grey.  The  Foreign  Secretary  was  very  appro- 
priately guarded  in  his  utterance  on  this  subject. 
Dealing  with  that  part  of  the  question  which 
sought  to  know  whether  the  Bussian  Govern- 


ment was  taking  steps  to  meet  the  distress,  he 
stated  that  the  amount  actually  spent  or  sanc- 
tioned foi  this  purpose  is  now  £13,000,000  ;  he 
neglected  to  inform  the  House,  however,  in  what 
proportions  this  amount  has  been  spent  or 
merely  sanctioned,  and  what  has  been  done  with 
that  part  of  it  which  has  been  spent.  But  the 
gem  of  Sir  Edward  Grey's  announcement  lies  in 
his  observation  that  "  various  private  organisa- 
tions also  exist  for  coping  with  the  famine." 
Since  he  was  asked  as  to  the  steps  taken  by  the 
Bussian  Government,  he  might,  had  he  not  been 
Foreign  Secretary,  have  added  that  the  "  various 
private  organisations  "  have  been  prevented  by 
the  State  authorities  from  performing  their 
work,  and  that  even  public  street  collections  have 
been  severely  discouraged.  But,  of  course,  inter- 
national courtesy  forbids  the  mention  of  these 
things  on  the  part  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
and  in  view  of  this  fact  it  is  a  little  difficult  to 
understand  why  any  one  should  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  put  down  a  question  to  which  it  was 
certain  that  no  adequately  truthful  reply  would 
be  given.  We  commend  to  the  notice  of  all  who 
are  interested  in  the  subject  the  graphic  letter 
(printed  in  this  issue)  from  a  correspondent  who 
has  visited  the  famine  districts. 

THE    MALECKA  CASE. 
What  the  Sentence  Means. 

A  legal  correspondent  writes  : — 

As  far  as  can  be  judged  from  what  is  known  about 
Miss  Malecka's  case,  she  was  accused  under  Article 
102,  Part  1,  of  the  New  Criminal  Code. 

According  to  this  Article,  persons  guilty  of  parti- 
cipation in  an  association  having  for  its  object  the 
forcible  alteration  of  the  mode  of  government 
established  by  the  Fundamental  Laws  of  the  Russian 
Empire,  or  separation  from  Russia  of  any  part 
thereof,  are  punishable  by  penal  servitude  {katorga) 
for  a  term  of  not  more  than  eight  years.  In 
extenuating  circumstances  this  punishment  may  be 
replaced  by  exile  for  life  to  Siberia. 

Condemnation  to  penal  servitude  is  accompanied 
by  deprivation  of  all  civil  rights.  After  undergoing 
the  term  of  penal  servitude  the  convict  may  reside 
only  in  certain  parts  of  Siberia,  without  the  right  of 
changing  his  domicile  except  by  special  permission 
of  the  local  police. 

After  the  expiration  of  five  years  he  is  permitted 
to  reside  in  any  part  of  Russia  except  the  provinces 
of  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow  and  that  in  which  the 
crime  was  committed. 

In  the  case  of  foreigners  the  above-mentioned 
restrictions  of  the  right  of  residence  may  be  replaced 
by  deportation  abroad  without  right  of  return. 


THE   FIRST  DUMA. 


Sad  Anniversary  Dinner. 

A  Russian  correspondent  writes  : — 

On  the  10th  inst.  the  customary  annual  dinner  of 
members  of  the  first  Duma  took  place  in  St.  Peters- 
burg. This  Duma  only  existed  for  seventy-two  days, 
and  is  remembered  by  the  Russian  people  as  the 
Duma  of  "  public  wrath."  The  Russian  Administra- 
tion is  still  afraid  of  this  "  public  wrath,"  for  it  pro- 
hibits publicity  being  given  to  these  dinners,  and  the 
newspapers  are  not  allowed  to  reproduce  the  toasts 
or  speeches  which  accompany  them. 

At  the  dinner  of  May  10th  a  list  of  missing  mem- 
bers was  compiled.  The  following  facts  were  ascer- 
tained : — 

1.  That  two  deputies,  MM.  Herzenstein  and  Jollos, 
have  been  killed  by  the  Union  of  the  Russian 
People. 

2.  MM.  Yragoff,  Kukanoff,  and  Ramishvilv  have 
been  deported  by  administrative  order. 

3.  The  priest  Ogneff  and  MM.  Tumbussoff, 
Tselussoff,  Kutamanoff,  Shapotchnikoff,  Litvinoff, 
Ivanitsky,  and  Tarrasenko  have  been  expelled  and 
are  forbidden  to  visit  their  homes  or  the  places 
where  they  were  elected. 

4.  In  exile  are  MM.  Aladin  (in  England),  Anikin 
(in  Geneva),  Mokrunoff,  Onipko,  Ulianoff,  and 
Yyrovoy  (in  Paris). 

5.  Twenty-two  deputies,  amongst  them  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  first  Duma,  M.  Muromtsoff,  are  dead. 

6.  The  working  men's  deputy  of  Ekaterinoslav, 
M.  J.  Michalitchenko,  the  first  man  to  speak  in  the 
Russian  Parliament  on  behalf  of  the  Socialist  party, 
has  disappeared.  No  one  has  ever  been  able  to 
find  out  his  abode,  or  what  the  authorities  have  done 
with  him. 

Such  are  the  sad  recollections  of  the  Russian  Par- 
liamentarians. 


I- 
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THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

British  Protest  Discussed  in  the  Russian 
Press. 

An  artu  le  in  the  Ministerial  organ,  the  Russia, 
bv  M.  Syro  niatnikoff,  the  weli-knovvn  Russian  jour- 
nalist, dealingwith  the  British  protest  against  the  Blood 
Accusation,  remarks  that  the  Jews  still  remain  the 
most  discontented  element  in  Russia,  and  carry  on 
in  America,  England,  France,  and  Germany  a  propa- 
ganda against  their  "oppressors.''  In  spite  of  its 
mild  expressions,  its  declaration  of  friendship,  its 
denial  of  any  desire  to  interfere  with  or  anticipate 
the  judicial  proceedings  in  the  Yuschinsky  case,  the 
latest  English  protest,  says  the  article,  cannot  hut 
injure  the  Jews.  Whenever  subjects  of  a  different 
race  appeal  to  foreigners  in  their  defence,  it  never 
does  them  any  good.  The  competent  court  of  law  is 
the  only  regular  tribunal,  and  if  its  decision  were  to 
prove  incorrect  one  might  then  speak  of  a  revision  of 
the  case  or  of  pardoning  an  innocently  condemned 
man,  while  an  agitation  in  advance  only  casts  sus- 
picion on  the  innocence  of  the  accused. 

Three  years  ago,  continues  the  writer,  the  British 
Ambassador  complained  of  an  article  in  the  Rossia 
discussing  the  decision  of  the  Libau  Court,  which 
was  appealed  against,  concerning  the  seizure  of 
English  cruisers  accused  of  carrying  contraband 
during  the  Russo-Japanese  War,  and  he  pointed  out 
that  it  was  contrary  to  English  custom  to  discuss 
cases  not  yet  examined  by  the  competent  court.  The 
late  M.  Stolypin  replied  that  such  articles  were 
always  to  be  met  with  in  the  English  Press,  that  the 
case  had  already  been  examined  by  a  competent 
Russian  Court  of  the  first  instance,  and  that  ?.  Russian 
newspaper  could  not  be  expected  to  look  upon  the 
case  from  the  English  point  of  view.  With  this  the 
correspondence  came  to  an  end.  If  one  applies 
the  point  of  view  of  the  British  Ambassador  to  the 
Yuschinsky  case,  which  has  not  yet  been  examined 
by  any  court  and  is  admittedly  sub  judice,  the  English 
protest,  which  undoubtedly  runs  counter  to  that 
opinion,  can  only  injure  the  mutual  understanding 
between  the  English  and  Russian  people  which  is 
being  improved  with  so  much  difficulty,  and  accen- 
tuate still  more  the  false  position  taken  up  by  inter- 
national Jewry  in  this  sad  case. 

English  Ideas   about  Russia. 

It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  English  if  Russian 
Anarchists,  Russian  Radicals,  and  Russian  Jews 
importune  their  help  and  communicate  to  them  ideas 
about  Russia  that  are  invented  to  their  own  advan- 
tage. Xor  is  it  their  fault  if  the  Russians  who  know 
and  love  their  country  do  not  make  it  easier  for 
foreigners  to  study  the  Russian  point  of  view  upon 
Russian  affairs,  upon  the  work  of  the  Russian  crea- 
tive class  and  of  the  Russian  Government.  The 
Russian  middle  class  is  only  in  the  course  of  forma- 
tion ;  it  knows  Russia  but  little  itself,  and  is  in  oppo- 
sition because  it  feels  the  burden  of  the  inferior 
agents  of  the  Administration,  by  whom  it  judges  the 
Government.  Thus  the  opinions  of  the  Russian 
middle  class  about  its  own  country,  if  studied  by 
foreigners,  give  negative  results.  England,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  actually  ruled  by  the  middle  class, 
which  is  full  of  patriotism,  and  considers  its  institu- 
tions to  be  the  best  and  its  customs  to  be  the  most 
virtuous. 

"  It  is  just  this  discrepancy  between  the  middle 
classes  of  the  two  countries  that  leads  to  their  mutual 
misunderstanding,  and  this  is  excited  by  our  com- 
mon enemies,  who  are  struggling  for  the  restoration 
of  their  lost  influence  on  Russian  affairs,  both  poli- 
tical and  commercial.  When  we  study  England  we 
study  Shakespeare,  Byron,  Dickens,  Thackeray, 
Darwin,  Spenser,  Gladstone.  When  studying 
Russia,  the  English  do  not  study  Dostoievsky, 
Tolstoy,  and  Turgenieff,  but  the  Russian  emigrant 
in  their  midst,  and  in  Russia  itself  the  textile  or 
machinery  manufacturer,  the  engineer,  the  merchant, 
the  wealthy  landowner,  and  the  banker.  But  all 
these  representatives  of  Russian  intelligence,  capital, 
and  industry  find  no  other  way  of  employing  their 
leisure  than  in  complaining  of  the  Government, 
which  they  accuse  of  selfishness,  shortsightedness, 
and  inactivity." 

The  Public  Prosecutor  of  the  Kieff  District  Court 
has  demanded  the  prosecution  of  Advocate  Margolin, 
who  is  counsel  for  Bcilis,  for  printing  and  distributing 
pamphlets  on  the  question  of  ritual  murder,  with  the 
object  of  influencing  the  population  of  Kieff,  out  of 
which  the  jury  is  to  be  selected.  The  Court,  how- 
ever, has  failed  to  find  anything  criminal  in  the 
action  of  M.  Margolin,  since  the  indictment  against 
Beili-.  contained  no  charge  of  "  ritual  "  murder. 

A  public  meeting,  attended  by  3,000  persons, 
was  recently  held  in  Paris  to  protest  against  the 
Blood  Accusation.  Speeches  were  delivered  by  M. 
Alexinsky,  a  member  of  the  second  Duma,  M.  Francis 
de  Pressensc,  and  M.  Roubanovitch,  and  a  letter  was 
read  from  Maxim  Gorky. 


BARON  HEYKING'S  LETTER. 

A  Severe  Trouncing. 


A  writer  in  the  Retell,  commenting  on  Baron 
Heyking's  recent  letter  to  the  Times  (reproduced  in 
our  last  issue),  remarks  : — 

"  In  coming  forward  with  his  protest  against  the 
protest,  and  addressing  himself  to  the  public  opinion 
of  England,  Baron  Heyking  has  made  a  blunder 
that  is  hardly  pardonable  for  an  official  person  in  his 
position — an  error  in  estimating  the  public  perspec- 
tive. He  had  not  calculated  the  effect  of  his  letter 
and  that  of  the  refutations  that  were  bound  to  follow. 
The  result  has  been  unfavourable  to  Baron  Heyking, 
and  even  compromising  to  his  reputation  for  either 
judiciousness  or  veracity,  if  not  for  both.  At  best  it 
leaves  the  impression  of  utter  thoughtlessness  and 
carelessness  with  regard  to  truth  and  to  the  founda- 
tion for  the  declarations  made  by  him  so  categori- 
cally and  provocatively.  It  did  not  occur  to  Baron 
Heyking  that  he  was  not  addressing  his  letter  to  the 
readers  of  the  Novoc  Vremyci,  but  to  those  of  the 
Times,  to  an  audience  free  from  prejudice  on  this 
question  and  composed  of  impartial  men  endowed 
with  common  sense,  as  well  as  with  a  sense  of 
justice.  On  such  people  it  is  not  easy  to  pass  off  a 
counterfeit  coin  as  genuine. 

"  Of  course,  as  Russian  Consul-General,  Baron 
Heyking  enjoys  in  London  the  right  of  exterritoriality, 
and  is  bound  to  promote  the  circulation  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  manufacture.  But  the  right  of  exter- 
ritoriality should  not  be  carried  to  the  extent  to 
appearing  in  a  foreign  country  with  an  altogether 
'domestic'  unceremoniousness,  nor  ought  the  care 
due  to  the  export  of  native  articles  to  be  extended  to 
the  manufacture  of  libels.  Altogether,  whatever  may 
be  the  price  of  anti-Semitic  lies  and  provocations  on 
the  Russian  home  market,  these  commodities  are 
hardly  suitable  for  export  abroad,  especially  to 
England. 

The   Official  Charge. 

"  Baron  Heyking's  letter  has  had  consequences 
that  were  contrary  to  its  author's  expectations.  For 
the  sake  of  decency,  an  official  covering  was  thrown 
over  the  Beilis  case — of  such  thinness,  it  is  true,  as  to 
deceive  nobody.  After  all,  the  case  is  officially  pre- 
sented as  one  of  murder,  and  not  of  '  ritual ' 
murder  ;  as  an  ordinary  judicial  case,  and  not  as  an 
echo  of  an  anti-Semitic  and  reactionary  agitation. 
The  English  protest  ca.^'.i!ly  avoided  any  reference 
to  the  official  version,  while  Baron  Heyking,  Russia's 
official  representative,  has  destroyed  it  with  a  single 
stroke  of  the  pen.  He  has  confirmed  by  his  letter 
the  fact  that  the  charge  against  Beilis  was  one  of 
ritual  murder,  of  belonging  to  '  a  small  and  secret 
sect  which  carries  the  Talmudian  teaching  to  the 
extreme  of  ritual  murder.'  In  the  replies  to  Baron 
Heyking  this  point  was  naturally  marked  and  illus- 
trated from  various  points  of  view.    .    .  . 

"Curiously  enough,  this  is  not  Baron  Heyking's 
first  appearance  in  the  arena  of  English  journalism, 
nor  his  first  '  success'  in  this  field.  A  few  months  ago 
Baron  Heyking  published  in  an  English  monthly, 
the  Contemporary  Review,  an  article  on  the  condi- 
tion of  Jews  in  Russia,  composed  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Russian  anti-Semitic  Press.  It  evoked  an  immediate 
reply  in  the  same  review,  which  was  hardly  flattering 
to  the  Baron's  ambition  as  an  author  or  to  the 
dignity  of  his  official  status.  Even  a  clever  man  may 
act  foolishly  once  ;  but  what  is  one  to  call  a  man 
who  repeats  the  foolishness  whenever  an  opportunity 
presents  itself  ? " 

"Offensive   and  Malignant  Nonsense." 

A  leading  article  in  the  Kieff  Mysl,  also  dealing 
with  Baron  Heyking's  letter,  states  : — 

"From  this  communication  we  learn,  first,  that 
the  official  spheres  represented  by  Baron  Heyking 
admit  the  possibility  of  ritual  murders;  secondly, 
that  Judaism  or  Jews  as  a  whole  may  consider  them- 
selves free  from  official  suspicion  of  complicity  in 
ritual  murders;  and,  thirdly,  thai  the  accusation  of 
ritual  murder  is  directed  against  a  secret  sect  which 
carries  the  teaching  of  the  Talmud  to  extremes.  It 
is,  moreover,  declared  that  a  protest  against  the 
ritual  libel  means  the  setting  of  European  public 
opinion  against  Rus>ia,  or,  in  other  words,  this  state- 
ment alleges  that  the  belief  in  ritual  murder  is  so 
bound  up  and  orgmically  connected  with  the 
national  dignity  of  Russia  that  any  protest  against  it 
is  an  insult  to  its  dignity,  which  calls  for  a  diplomatic 
protest.  This  is,  of  course,  nonsense,  both  offensive 
and  malignant.  Who  has  authorised  Baron  Heyking 
to  take  so  clever  a  step  ?  What  sort  of  official 
circles  does  he  represent,  or  does  he  only  represent 
his  own  original  ideas  ■  Taking  the  matter,  not 
formallv,  but  humanly,  Baron  Heyking  has  become 
the  victim  of  diplomatic  precipitateness,  and  has 
blurted  out  a  mass  of  absurdities,  which,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  duty  of  his  service,  he  should  have 
kept  hidden  deep  in  bis  own  breast.  Baron  Heyking 
has  blabbed  it  all  out,  which  is  just  like  our 
diplomatists." 


STARVING  MILLIONS. 


Graphic  Description  by  a  Visitor  to  the 
Famine  Districts. 


A  private  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  famine  has 
been  sent  to  us  by  a  correspondent.  It  was  written 
by  a  student  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Institute  of  Civil 
Engineers  to  a  personal  friend,  and  the  fact  that  it 
was  never  intended  to  be  made  public  makes  it  all 
the  more  valuable  as  an  unvarnished  account  of  what 
is  actually  happening. 

"One  must  be  in  Russia  and  sec  things  with  one's 
own  eyes,"  says  the  young  writer,  "to  realise  what 
famine  is.  ramine  is  not  only  a  >ad  thing— it  is  a 
disaster  for  a  whole  people,  a  danger  to  "the  very 
existence  of  a  nation  ;  while  that  of  191 1-12  is  some- 
thing that  cannot  be  described  in  human  speech  I 
have  personally  visited  many  of  the  famine  districts  ■ 
I  have  travelled  by  rail  and  by  cart,  I  have  been  on 
foot,  and  lived  long  in  this  sea  of  despaii  and  anguish. 
I  saw  the  dead  and  the  dying,  those  who  were 
lamenting  helplessly  and  those  who  were  groaning 
with  unbearable  pain  ;  I  saw  men  whom  starvation" 
had  made  subject  to  hallucinations,  or  deprived  of 
the  proper  control  of  their  bodies— men  who  were 
so  exhausted  that  thev  could  no  longer  give  any 
intelligible  reply  to  a  simple  question.  I  visited 
villages  where  in  everv  hut  talwavs  damp  and  cold  I 
there  were  two.  three,  or  four  children  raving  with 
typhus,  while  the  grown-up  folk,  with  ashen  faces 
and  haggard,  feverish  expressions,  sat  or  lav  about 
wrapped  in  rags  and  motionless,  awaiting  their  last 
hour.    Xo  bread,  no  work,  no  help  ! 

Complete  Beggary. 

"The  economic  position  of  the  Russian  peasantry 
in  the  famine  provinces  (and  there  are  over  twenty 
such )  has  reached  its  last  stage  of  impoverishment"- 
beyond  this  line  lies  complete  proletarisation  and 
beggary,  and  those  words  in  the  present  low  indus- 
trial level  of  Russia  are  synonymous. 

"  The  famine  is  in  any  case  sure  to  continue  in 
IQ13.  and>  if  n0  effective  measures  of  relief  are  taken, 
it  may  continue  during  1914,  and  even  longer.  The 
peasants  have  no  seed  with  which  to  sow  their  fields, 
nor  have  they  any  horses  to  plough  them. 

"  Race  deterioration,  with  all  its  horrible  concomi- 
tants, is  going  forward  more  quickly  than  ever,  and 
affects  87  per  cent,  of  the  population  The  famine, 
too,  is  the  main  barrier  to  all  progress. 

"  The  calamity  is  so  enormous  that  it  would  seem 
impossible  for  those  living  in  Russia  not  to  realise  it 
And  yet  very  many  of  the  facts  which  I  have  made 
public  in  the  different  reports  I  have  made  to  various 
institutions  were  a  revelation  to  the  public,  and  moved 
these  institutions  to  take  the  matter  in  hand  more 
energetically  and  more  seriously." 

This  incredible  ignorance  of"  the  public  regarding 
a  national  calamity  is  easily  explained  by  the  astound- 
ing (though  customary)  attitude  of  the  official  world. 

It  is  thus  characterised  by  the  writer  of  the  letter :  

The   Government's  Ban. 

"All  help  for  the  starving  on  the  part  of  non- 
official  organisations  and  private  persons  is  under 
ban.  The  feeding  of  the  hungry  is  considered  to  be 
an  exclusive  function  of  the  Government  and  the 
official  Red  Cross,  who,  though  at  last  acknowledg- 
ing the  existence  of  the  famine,  are  convinced  that 
the  peasants  are  simulating  suffering  to  a  much 
greater  degree  than  they  really  feel,  and  that  all  the 
newspaper  correspondents  who  report  the^e  suffer- 
ings are  telling  nothing  but  lies.  You  can  hardly 
imagine  how  much  energy,  cunning,  and  dexterity 
one  must  exert  to  get  an  opportunity  to  feed  a 
starving  unfortunate  without  the  interference  of  a 
tchinovnik  (Government  official)— that  remarkable 
person  whom  no  one  would  intrust  with  a  single 
penny.  A  good  deal  in  the  direction  of  remedial 
work  has  already  b;en  achieved,  and  still  more  will 
be  done  in  future.  But  at  the  cost  of  what  an 
amount  of  one's  best  blood  and  nervous  energy  such 
a  result  has  been  achieved,  only  those  can  estimate 
who  know  what  the  Russian  Government,  and 
particularly  their  trusted  agents  of  the  lower  arade, 
are." 

One  of  the  unofficial  organisations  which  the 
writer  names  as  ready  to  receive  contributions  for 
the  relief  of  the  starving,  and  one  which  is  well 
known  for  the  excellent  work  it  performed  during 
previous  famines,  i>  the  Imperial  Free  Economic 
Society,  of  St.  Petersburg  (33  Zabalkansky  Prospect). 
This  organisation  en  joys  universal  confidence. 

Prince  Vladimir  Bariatinsky  will  deliver  a  lecture 
on  '  Personal  Recollections  of  Leo  Tolstoy  and 
Alexandre  Dumas fits"  at  the  South-pDce  Institute 
on  the  28th  inst.,  at  8  p.m.  The  lecture  is  to  be 
followed  by  a  concert,  and  the  proceeds  will  be 
devoted  to  assisting  the  movement  against  the  revival 
of  the  "ritual  murder''  accusation  in  Russia  by 
distributing  literature  on  the  subject  among  the 
Russian  working-Classes.  Particulars  and  tickets 
may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  M.  Xadel,  Hand-court 
Bedl ord-row,  W.C. 
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IMPLICATIONS  AND 
ADMISSIONS. 


As  was  to  be  expected,  the  British  protest 
against  the  Blood  Accusation  has  fluttered  the 
dovecotes  of  the  reactionary  Press  in  Russia. 
The  attitude  adopted  in  some  of  these  organs, 
such  as  the  Novoe  Vremya  and  the  ZemsGhina, 
places  their  arguments  beyond  the  pale  of 
reasonable  discussion,  and  we  do  not  propose  to 
waste  words  in  replying  to  them.  In  the  liossia, 
however,  which  is  the  recognised  organ  of  the 
Ministry,  appears  an  article  to  whose  views  we 
certainly  take  the  strongest  exception,  but  which 
has  evidently  been  carefully  thought  out  and 
which  is  commendably  moderate  in  tone.  It  is 
from  the  pen  of  M.  Syromiatnikoff,  one  of  the 
most  able  and  best  known  of  Russian  journalists, 
a  man  of  wide  experience,  and  a  publicist  whose 
travels  in  the  Far  East  have  been  productive  of 
especially  good  work.  In  M.  Syromiatnikoff 's 
opinion,  the  British  protest  is  calculated  to  injure 
rather  than  help  the  Russian  Jews,  first  because 
it  smacks  of  interference  on  the  part  of  foreigners 
in  a  domestic  concern  of  the  Russian  people, 
and,  secondly,  because,  in  spite  of  the  disclaimer 
by  which  it  is  accompanied,  it  is  an  endeavour  to 
prejudice  a  case  which  has  yet  to  be  considered 
by  a  court  of  law.  With  regard  to  the  first 
point,  we  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  say 
more  than  that  Russia's  domestic  affairs 
are  very  much  the  concern  of  humanity  at 
large,  and  that  it  is  as  well  that  those  who 
direct  them  should  occasionally  be  given  to 
know  exactly  what  is  thought  of  them  abroad. 
That  is  the  only  weapon  civilisation  (which 
recognises  no  barriers  of  nationality)  has 
the  power  to  wield  on  behalf  of  its  cherished 
interests,  and  the  fact  that  nowadays  it  is  so 
seldom  wielded  only  lends  more  weight  to  the 
manifestoes  which  the  most  educated  and  most 
representative  opinion  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Germany  has  presented  to  Russia.  As  for 
the  belief  that  the  Russian  Jews  will  be  injured 
by  these  foreign  protests,  those  who  are  fully 
acquainted  with  their  position  will  deny  that  it 
could  possibly  be  worse  than  it  is. 

Coming  to  M.  Syromiatnikoff's  second  point, 
we  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  the  protest 
against  the  Blood  Accusation  can  be  construed 
into  a  manifesto  on  behalf  of  Beilis,  except  on 
the  supposition  that  the  charge  against  him  is 
actually  one  of  ritual  murder.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  the  protest  only  referred  to  the  Kieff 
case  as  one  with  which  the  Blood  Accusation  had 
"  become  identified  " — identified,  that  is  to  say, 
by  the  unscrupulous  and  irresponsible  "  Black 
Hundred  "  journals  and  politicians.  We  cannot 
suppose  that  a  responsible  writer  in  a  Minis- 
terial organ  shares  Baron  Heyking's  error  of 
believing  the  Government  to  have  officially  pre- 
ferred a  charge  of  ritual  murder  against  Beilis. 
Does,  then,  M.  Syromiatnikoff  himself  believe 
the  crime  to  have  been  perpetrated  for  religious 
purposes  ?  And  does  he  understand  that  this 
is  the  motive  alleged  by  the  official  prosecution, 
and  that,  although  not  actually  formulated 
in  the  indictment,  it  is  known  to  be  the  theory 
on  which  the  authorities  rely  to  win  their  case  ? 
Unless  the  answer  to  these  questions  is  in  the 
affirmative,  we  fail  to  see  how  the  protest  can  be 


interpreted  as  an  attempt  co  interfere  with  a  case 
that  is  sub  judice.  But  if  the  writer  in  the  Bosnia 
— a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  education  and 
attainments — and  those  whom  he  represents 
believe  that  the  crime  with  which  Beilis  stands 
charged  was  committed  for  ritual  purposes,  then 
the  issue  of  the  protest  is  more  than  ever  justified  ; 
the  instruction  of  the  Rossian  people  on  this 
subject  becomes  a  vital  necessity,  and  it  has  to  be 
shown  that,  whether  a  Jew  has  committed  a 
murder  or  not,  civilisation  all  the  world  over 
stands  aghast  at  the  foul  slander  that  the  practice 
of  the  Jewish  religion  requires  or  countenances 
the  shedding  of  human  blood. 

The  latter  part  of  M.  Syromiatnikoff's  article 
is  of  more  general  interest.  He  complains  that 
Englishmen  derive  their  ideas  of  Russian  affairs 
from  the  wrong  sources.  Instead  of  directing 
their  attention  to  "  the  work  of  the  Russian 
creative  class  and  of  the  Russian  Government," 
they  take  their  information  from  the  members  of 
the  middle  class,  who  are  opposed  to  the  Admini- 
stration. This  is  a  very  significant  admission  on 
the  part  of  a  writer  in  a  Ministerial  journal.  It 
is  evidently  recognised  in  official  circles  that  the 
great  mass  of  the  Russian  people  is  seething  with 
disaffection  against  its  rulers — not  merely  the 
popular  elements,  but,  to  cuote  M.  Syromiatni- 
koff's own  words,  "  the  textile  or  machinery 
manufacture*-,  the  e«.<jsj£a9T\  th*»  tnerrl  put 
the  wealthy  landowner,  and  the  banker."' 
"All  these  representatives  of  Russian  intelli- 
gence, capital,  and  industry,"'  laments  the 
writer,  "find  no  other  way  of  emplo}-ing  their 
leisure  than  in  complaining  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  they  accuse  of  selfishness,  short- 
sightedness, and  inactivity."  Will  it  be  believed 
that  there  can  be  a  people  so  blind  to  the 
benefits  showered  upon  them  by  a  kindly  and 
indulgent  Administration  ?  And  is  it  not 
intolerable  that  foreigners  should  shape  their 
views  from  the  unflattering  pictures  drawn  by 
these  ingrates  ?  M.  Syromiatnikoff  bids  us  study 
Russia  through  her  great  writers,  and  he  mentions 
Dostoievsky,  Tolstoy,  and  Turgenieff.  These 
great  men  are  dead,  but  were  they  alive  they 
could  give  us  some  excellent  first-hand  informa- 
tion on  the  "  work  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment " — on  the  horrors  of  prison  life,  and  on  the 
strenuous  afforts  made  to  suppress  originality 
and  independence  of  thought.  They  became 
great  in  spite  of  the  Government's  endeavours  to 
kill  their  genius,  and  their  lives  are  an  eternal 
testimony  to  the  real  character  of  the  men  who 
preside  over  Russia's  destinies.  M.  Syromiatni- 
koff could  not  have  made  a  better  selection  of 
"  references,"  nor  could  the  liossia  have  printed 
ar  article  which,  by  reason  of  its  admissions,  is 
more  significant  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
Russia  to-day. 


PRESS   BILL  SHELVED. 


The  late  M.  Stolypin  frequently  promised  to  put  an 
end  to  the  arbitrary  treatment  of  the  Press  and  the 
chaos  resulting  therefrom,  and  he  had  arranged  that 
on  his  return  from  Kieff  a  Press  Bill  should  be  ready 
for  introduction  in  the  Duma  in  the  autumn.  The 
Bill  was  actually  printed,  but  M.  Makaroff,  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  does  not  consider  the  matter 
sufficiently  urgent  or  important  to  be  dealt  with  in 
the  lifetime  of  the  present  Duma.  The  type  of  the 
Bill  has  accordingly  been  broken  up. 


A   VOICE   FROM   THE  GRAVE. 


M.  Stolypin  and  the  "New"  Regime  in 
Russia. 


In  the  important  Russian  review  Vestnik  Evfopy, 
edited  by  the  well-known  Professor  Maxime  Kova- 
levsky,  member  of  the  Council  of  State,  a  highly 
interesting  document  has  just  been  published  which 
illustrates  vividly  the  true  nature  of  the  present 
situation  in  Russia,  which  a  cruel  irony  styles  the 
"  new  "  regime.  This  document  is  a  hitherto  unpub- 
lished account  of  an  interview  which  a  Russo- 
American  journalist  had  with  M.  Stolypin  in  the  year 
1906,  on  the  eve  of  the  reopening  of  the  second 
Duma. 

The  interviewer  was  commissioned  by  Mr.  Melville 
Stone,  manager  of  the  American  Associated  Press, 
who  wanted  to  know  why  the  "  new  "  regime  caused 
such  a  heavy  tide  of  emigration  of  people  of  all 
nationalities — Russians,  Jews,  Poles,  Letts,  Finlanders, 
Armenians,  Georgians,"  &c.  —  to  inundate  North 
America  in  1905-1906. 

M.  Stolypin,  in  granting  the  interview,  declared  he 
would  be  delighted  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
destroying  the  legends  which  had  been  circulated 
concerning  the  regime  he  represented. 

Let  us  first  note  the  following.  M.  Stolypin  did 
not  wish  it  to  be  believed  that  he  possessed  full 
powers.  "The  Cabinet  of  Ministers,"  he  said,  "is  in 
Russia  only  the  shadow  of  power.'' 

Admitting  that  massacres,  military  expeditions, 
pogroms,  &c,  still  ravaged  the  country  districts,  the 
Minister  said  :  "  Anarchy  has  infected  not  only  the 
different  strata  of  the  national  life,  but  also  and 
chiefly  the  governing  personnel."  And  yet  this  was 
the  same  Stolypin  who  paraded  himself  before  the 
Duma  as  dictator  and  proclaimed  that  he  had  full 
powers.  His  tragic  death  shows  that  he  was  more 
sincere  in  his  confidences  to  his  interviewer,  M. 
Tverskoi,  than  to  the  Duma. 

When  M.  Tverskoi  asked  him  for  his  opinions  on 
the  pogroms,  the  Minister  became  nervous,  rose,  and, 
walking  up  and  down,  declared  :  "  There  I  am  power- 
less. .  .  .  More  than  once  I  wanted  to  resign. 
.  .  .  In  this  matter  we  are  dominated  by  an  occult 
power  which  holds  the  fate  of  the  Cabinet  in  its 
hands.  We  have  here  a  State  within  a  State,  status 
in  statu,  which,  alas"  !  is  inaccessible  to  and  unassail- 
able by  the  Cabinet.'' 

In  Russia  this  allusion  is  perfectly  well  understood. 
It  will  be  remembered  how  profound  a  sensation  was 
caused  by  the  alleged  resignation  of  M.  Stolypin, 
after  the  notorious  audience  granted  by  the  Tsar  to 
Dr.  Dubrovin,  the  President  of  the  Black  Gang  and 
the  shielder  of  the  assassins  of  Herzenstein  and 
Jollos,  who  presented  the  Tsar  with  the  badge  of 
his  sinister  Society.  Stolypin  withdrew  his  resigna- 
tion and  continued  to  parade  himself  as  dictator, 
whilst  the  countryside  was  delivered  up  to  the 
soldiery  and  the  central  seat  of  power  remained  with 
the  irresponsible  entourage  of  the  Sovereign. 

"  Do  not  forget,"  said  he  to  M.  Tverskoi,  "  that  if 
in  America  the  nation  has  given  itself  its  Constitu- 
tion, in  Russia  it  is  the  Tsar  who  on  October  30th 
conceded  liberties  as  a  gracious  gift." 

Thus,  by  a  kind  of  posthumous  declaration,  M. 
Stolypin  reminds  the  Russian  nation  that  liberties  are 
not  given,  but  must  be  conquered. 

The  interview  is  causing  a  great  sensation  in 
Russia.  It  explains  many  things  to  those  who  have 
hitherto  failed  to  understand  the  "  new  "  regime. 


At  the  request  of  the  Holy  Synod,  the  Police 
Department  has  forbidden  all  Jewish  gramophone 
dealers  to  sell  records  of  Orthodox  hymns. 

The  Governor  of  Tomsk  has  ordered  the  imprison- 
ment of  the  editor  of  the  Sibirskava  Zhizn.,  without 
the  option  of  a  fine,  for  the  publication  of  an  article 
entitled  "  Free  Speech  in  England." 

The  Birievya  Vyedomosti  has  been  making  some 
sensational  revelations  with  reference  to  the  attempt 
on  the  life  of  Count  Witte.  It  describes  the  prominent 
part  taken  in  that  conspiracy  by  an  officer  for  special 
commissions  who  was  attached  to  General  Herschel- 
mann,  Governor-General  of  Moscow 
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THE    "LITTLE    RUSSIAN"  MOVE- 
MENT. 

Light  on  the  Campaign  in  Galicia. 

Further  light  is  thrown  on  the  secret  activities  of 
Russia  in  the  Austrian  part  of  the  Ukraine  by  various 
reports  that  have  come  lo  hand.  Recently  a  number 
of  men  were  arrested  who  posed  as  peaceful  propa- 
gators of  the  Orthodox  religion  among  the  Uniate 
Ukrainians,  and  in  whose  possession  were  found 
maps  of  Galician  fortresses,  various  items  of  informa- 
tion on  militarv  matters,  and  Russian  banknotes 
representing  a  considerable  sum. 

While  their  leaders  were  engaged  in  preparing 
Galicia  for  its  annexation  by  Russia,  by  whom  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  Ukrainian  movement  there  is 
regarded  as  a  grave  menace  to  her  Panslavist 
dreams,  the  rank-and-file  of  the  "  russianising " 
party  were  anticipating  matters  somewhat  by 
organising  a  Jewish  pogrom.  Evidently  they  could 
not  wait  to  demonstrate  their  ardour  for  the  new 
faith  till  Galicia  had  been  actually  annexed,  but 
their  attempt,  which  was  made  in  the  Lemki  district, 
was  severely  put  down  by  the  Austrian  authorities. 

Clerical  Propaganda. 

As  is  well  known,  one  of  the  chief  agents  employed 
by  Russia  for  carrying  on  the  campaign  in  Galicia 
was  Count  V.  Bobrinsky,  who  was  received  with 
contumely  whenever  he  dared  to  show  himself 
publicly  in  that  country,  and  who  finally  was 
expelled  by  the  Austrian  authorities  when  they  could 
no  longer  tolerate  the  sowing  of  treason  by  a  foreign 
subject.  Last  week  our  Polish  correspondent  quoted 
a  statement  from  the  Vossiche  Zeitung,  which  observed 
that  M.  Stolypin  alone  handed  Count  Bobrinsky 
70,000  roubles  for  the  furtherance  of  his  aims.  But 
it  is  not  solely  through  the  agency  of  Count  Bobrinsky 
that  the  money  advanced  for  Orthodox  propa- 
ganda work  in  Galicia  is  spent.  It  is  stated  in  the 
Russian  Press  that  the  Holy  Synod  has  just  notified 
its  consent  to  the  petition  of  Archbishop  Anthony  of 
Volhynia,  a  prominent  "russianiser,"  who  requested 
the  grant  of  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  vacancies  in  the  Orthodox  Seminary  of 
Zhitomir,  where  Galician  youths  may  obtain  gratis 
an  Orthodox  education.  Zhitomir,  which  is  the 
capital  of  Volhynia,  is  close  to  the  Austrian  frontier, 
and  its  Seminary  is  the  institution  that  prepares 
priests  for  parishes  in  Volhynia.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that,  while  free  courses  are  to  be  established 
in  the  Seminary  for  Austrian  subjects,  the  Volhynians 
themselves  have  to  pay  in  hard  cash  for  their  educa- 
tion. This  is,  however,  carefully  explained  in  the 
petition  of  Archbishop  Anthony.  He  says  :  "  In  the 
present  troubled  times  Orthodox  priests  of  Galician 
extraction  are  indispensable  in  the  frontier  parishes 
of  Volhynia."  Taking  into  consideration  the  revela- 
tions made  by  the  recent  arrests  among  the 
"  Orthodox  missionaries"  in  Galicia,  it  will  be  under- 
stood what  the  Archbishop  meant ;  and  evidently  the 
Holy  Synod,  too,  understood  him  thoroughly. 

Press  Inventions. 

It  must  be  noted  that  the  activities  of  Count 
Bobrinsky  and  Archbishop  Anthony  are  not  only 
supported  from  the  Russian  official  purse  :  these 
persons  have  also  at  their  disposal  the  whole  of  the 
Russian  official  or  semi-official  Press,  which  never 
tires  of  repeating  day  by  day  the  most  preposterous 
inventions  designed  to  prejudice  the  revival  of  the 
Ukrainian  race.  For  instance,  the  Novoe  Vrcmya 
recently  published  an  article  signed  by  A.  Stolypin, 
the  brother  of  the  late  Premier,  which  stated  that 
"  Germany  strongly  supports  tne  Ukrainians  ;"  that 
"  with  German  money  a  propaganda  is  being  carried 
on  in  Kieff ; "  tf\at  "the  Ukrainians  support  the 
colonisation  of  some  of  the  districts  of  the  Ukraine 
by  Germans  ;"  that  "in  Vienna  a  map  of  Russia  is 
being  prepared  for  publication,  on  which  Little 
Russia  19  marked  as  the  '  Kingdom  of  the  Ukraine,"' 
and,  finally,  that  "  the  future  king  is  already  chosen, 
and  he  is  the  Professor  of  Lemberg  University,  M. 
Hrushevsky,  a  well-known  Ukrainian  politician." 

In  a  later  issue  of  the  Novoe  Vrcmya  this  same 
writer  blamed  the  Russian  authorities  for  not  taking 
advantage  of  the  recent  visit  of  the  Ukrainian  Metro- 
politan Sheptyski  to  Russia  to  arrest  him  and  seize 
his  private  correspondence. 

Bepressive  Measures. 

The  campaign  against  all  manifestations  of 
Ukrainian  life  in  Little  Russia  is  proceeding  with 
unexampled  ferocity.  A  few  recent  occurrences 
may  be  mentioned. 

The  chief  of  the  police  at  Poltava,  a  town  of  whose 
total  population  99  per  cent.  i>  Ukrainian,  has  used 
his  discretionary  power  to  prohibit  Ukrainian  clubs 
and  scientific  and  musical  societies  from  using  their 
language  during  their  meetings.  "  The  only  language 
that  can  be  used  during  the  meetings,"  he  proclaims, 
"  is  Russian." 

In  the  town  of  Morol  the  chief  of  the  local  police 
ha*  prohibited  the  collection  of  money  for  erecting  a 


national  memorial  to  the  I'krainian  poet,  Sl.evchenko. 
A  few  years  ago,  when  the  Russian  Government,  not 
yet  supported  by  England,  did  not  feel  quite  so 
secure  as  it  does  to-day,  the  Tsar  himself  authorised 
the  collection  for  this  purpose.  Now  the  Tsar's 
puthorisation  has  been  coolly  cancelled  by  the  police 
inspector. 

In  Kharkov  the  Governor  has  prohibited  a  lecture 
on  Ukrainian  history  at  the  summer  courses  for 
teachers  in  elementary  schools. 

The  Governor  of  Kieff  has  ordered  the  confiscation 
of  a  booklet  by  Professor  Hrushevsky,  on  The 
Ukrainian  Language  in  tin  Schools.  The  booklet  was 
a  reprint  from  the  weekly  review  Sclo,  which  is 
legally  published  in  Kieff.  The  explanation  will  be 
found  in  the  firm  determination  of  the  Muscovite 
authorities  to  eliminate  Professor  Hrushevsky  from 
the  coming  electoral  campaign.  The  fact  of  being 
summoned  for  any  offence  carries  with  it  deprivation 
of  the  right  of  electing  or  being  elected,  and  the 
confiscation  of  a  printed  work  always  leads  to  a 
summons  against  the  author.  It  was  rumoured  that 
Professor  Hrushevsky  had  been  selected  as  their 
candidate  for  the  Duma  by  the  Ukrainians  of  Kieff. 

Innumerable  cases  of  the  same  nature  are  reported 
from  different  parts  of  the  Ukraine. 


THE    MINISTRY   OF  JUSTICE. 

Duma    References    to   the   Malecka  and 
Beilis  Cases. 


When  the  debate  on  the  estimates  for  the  Ministry 
of  Justice  was  resumed  in  the  Duma,  Deputy 
Roditcheff,  in  the  course  of  a  vigorous  speech,  made 
the  following  reference  to  the  Malecka  case  : — 

"The  English  Parliament  is  now  discussing  a  trial 
which  has  taken  place  at  Warsaw,  and  if  any  one 
were  to  stand  up  there  in  defence  of  Russian  justice, 
he  would  be  told  :  '  But  in  Russia  the  Minister  of 
Justice  considers  it  to  be  an  ordinary  occurrence  for 
a  presiding  judge  to  tell  lies,  while  the  forging  and 
purloining  of  documents  are  looked  upon  as  a  usual 
matter  111  Russia  even  by  a  large  portion  of  the 
national  representatives.'  And  that  is  what  is  called 
here  national  sentiment,  and  defending  the  dignity  of 
Russia.  You  may  gag  the  mouth  of  your  opponents, 
but  the  public  opinion  of  the  world  is  beyond  your 
power.  And  the  judgment  of  European  public 
opinion  is  not  in  your  fa  nr. 

Deputy  Friedmann  reproached  the  Ministry  of 
Justice  for  the  shameful  manner  in  which  it  charged 
the  Jewish  faith  and  the  Jewish  people  with  a  savage 
ritual,  without  having  the  courage  to  formulate  the 
accusation  against  Beilis  as  one  of  ritual  murder, 
and  thus  giving  the  opportunity  of  proving  the 
absurdity  of  the  charge. 

"  You  charge  a  man  who  had  no  personal  interest 
whatever  in  committing  the  crime,  who  never  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  murdered  boy  or  with  his 
family.  The  indictment  does  not  contain  the  least 
mention  of  ritual.  Nevertheless,  the  murder  is 
described  as  bearing  all  the  marks  of  a  ritual  crime 
according  to  Lutostansky  ;  every  phrase  contains  a 
masked  allusion  to  ritual  murder  ;  everything  tends 
to  inspire  the  jury  with  the  conviction  that  ritual 
murder  does  exist.  And  when  the  parties  apply  for 
the  summoning  of  experts  in  order  to  clear  up  this 
cardinal  question,  the  court  refuses  on  the  ground 
that  Beilis  is  charged  with  ordinary  and  not  with 
ritual  murder." 

Baron  Mcyendorff  blamed  the  general  application 
of  the  method  invented  by  Dr.  Dubrovin,  which  con- 
sists in  attributing  all  the  evils  of  Russian  life  to  an 
alien  race. 

"  The  terrible  thing,"  he  declared,  "  is  not  that  you 
warm  up  your  patriotism  at  the  cost  of  Jewry,  but 
that  you  have  lost  the  habit  of  looking  into  your  own 
selves,  where  you  would  find  the  chief  authors  of  our 
evils.  We  are  all  guilty  of  them,  and  we  are  all 
equally  responsible  to  Russia  for  its  calamities.  They 
do  ill  who  cast  accusations  at  others  but  have  not 
the  courage  to  face  their  own  vices." 

Deputy  Babianski  criticised  the  prison  adminis- 
tration, and  referred  to  the  tortures  practised  at 
Pskov. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

M.  Brazul  Brushkovsky,  the  journalist  whose 
recent  revelations  threw  an  important  light  on  the 
Yuschinsky  murder  case,  has  lodged  another  declara- 
tion dealing  with  the  perpetrators,  time,  place,  and 
general  circumstances  of  the  crime.  It  is  said  that 
this  document  has  made  a  deep  impression  on  the 
authorities,  and  that  the  examining  magistrate,  M. 
Fenenko,  is  to  investigate  the  facts  set  out  therein. 


The  former  head  of  the  police  at  Pabianitz, 
Marchevsky,  has  been  sentenced  for  various  crimes 
in  the  exercise  of  his  office  to  one  year's  imprison- 
ment, with  deprivation  of  rank  and  decorations. 


JEWISH  GRADUATES    AND  THEIR 
RIGHT    OF  RESIDENCE. 

The  Governor  of  Moscow  recently  addre^ed  U) 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  the  following  inquiry  : 
Whether  Jews  holding  high  school  diploma-  U 
physicians,  barristers,  engineers,  agronomes,  &c, 
possess  the  absolute  right  of  residing  at  Moscow,  or 
whether  that  right  is  conditional  on  the  exerci-<  of 
their  respective  professions  ?  This  question  originated 
during  the  recent  expulsions  of  Jews,  when  the 
authorities  discovered  that  a  certain  number  of  Jew* 
holding  these  diplomas  were  in  reality  engaged  in 
commerce,  literature,  or  art. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior,  unable  to  solve  the 
question  by  his  own  legal  knowledge,  addressed 
himself  in  his  turn  to  the  Senate,  which  decided  in 
favour  of  the  Jews.  Accordingly,  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  has  sent  the  following  reply  to  the  Governor 
of  Moscow  : — 

"  The  Senate,  having  examined  a  number  of  its 
own  rulings  and  the  commentaries  thereon  of  the 
Council  of  State,  is  of  opinion  that  Jews  who  have 
terminated  their  studies  at  high  schools  and  are 
provided  with  diplomas  possess  the  absolute  right  of 
residence  all  over  Russia  independently  of  any  minor 
circumstances,  such  as  whether  their  diplomas  are  of 
the  first  or  second  degree,  or  whether  they  exercise 
.  their  respective  professions  or  not." 

It  now  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  ( iovernor 
of  Moscow  will  be  sufficiently  enlightened  by  this 
decision,  or  whether  the  local  Jewish  graduates  will 
have  to  reinforce  it  by  some  tangible  arguments  " 
in  hard  cash.    Sapienii  sat  ! 


THE   CLERGY  AND  THE 
ELECTIONS. 


A  Secret  Circular. 


The  electoral  law  already  gives  great  advantages 
to  the  favourite  Government  "  parties,''  but  that  does 
not  seem  to  satisfy  the  authorities.  There  are  so 
many  "dangerous"  persons  in  Russia: — among  the 
industrial  classes,  the  peasantry,  and  even  the  nobility 
and  the  clergy  !  M.  Kokovtsoff,  in  a  recent  speech  at 
Moscow,  declared  :  "  The  Government  will  not  sup- 
port any  party  at  the  election,  but  would  like  to  see 
a  stable  Centre  in  the  fourth  Duma."  The  officials 
understand  him  perfectly  well.'  The  Reich  publishes 
a  secret  circular  of  the  Archbishop  Serafim  to  the 
clergy  of  Irkutsk  calling  attention  to  the  deplorable 
fact  that  that  district  is  represented  in  the  Duma  by 
members  of  the  Opposition,  and  reproaching  the 
pastors  for  their  political  apathy.  It  orders  them  (1) 
to  deliver  patriotic  speeches  in  the  churches  against 
the  Opposition  :  (2)  to  bring  private  influence  to  bear 
on  their  parishioners  ;  and  (3)  to  watch  very  care- 
fully the  way  they  vote. 

It  appears  that  the  Government  are  much  troubled 
by  the  presence  of  "political!}'  dangerous  "  persons 
in  the  clergy  itself.  Indeed  at  the  previous  elections 
in  central  Russia  most  of  the  clergy  supported  the 
Opposition  at  the  polls. 


PRISON  HORRORS. 


Revelations  in  the  Duma. 


In  the  course  of  the  debate  in  the  Duma  on  the 
Estimates  of  the  Chief  Administration  of  Prisons, 
Deputy  Kusnetsoff  described  the  conditions  prevailing 
in  various  prisons.  His  statements  are  all  the  more 
interesting  as  foreshadowing  the  treatment  that  awaits 
Miss  Malecka  in  the  event  of  her  sentence  being 
carried  out.  At  Tobolsk  the  convicts  are  not  allowed 
to  work,  but  arc  kept  chained  hand  and  foot.  Even 
the  ailing  Pyanykh,  the  late  member  of  the  second 
Duma,  is  not  exempted  from  this  treatment.  The 
Orel  convict  prison  exceeds  in  horror  that  of  Pskov, 
famous  for  its  tortures.  At  Tiflis  any  complaint  on 
the  part  of  a  prisoner  is  visited  by  the  dark  cell, 
chaining,  or  transfer  to  a  damp  part  of  the  building. 
The  prisoners  at  Kieff  are  kept  in  their  cells  with- 
out occupation  of  any  kind,  and  are  only  taken 
out  for  walks  once  in  three  days,  while  they  get 
Hogged  wholesale  without  any  reason  whatever. 


THE  DISSOLUTION  OF  THE  DUMA. 


It  was  rumoured  in  the  lobbies  that  the  Premier 
and  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  had  intended  to  dis- 
solve the  Duma  immediately  by  an  Imperial  ukase, 
with  suspension  of  the  deputies'  salaries  and  immu- 
nity. M.  Kokovtsoff  was,  however,  induced  by  an 
Octobrist  deputation  to  abstain  from  such  a  step, 
which  would  unfavourably  affect  the  approaching 
elections.  The  Premier  has  therefore  decided  to  put 
off  the  dissolution  till  September,  after  the  summer 
recess. 
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NOTES. 


The  Government  and  Miss  Malecka. 

Having  examined  the  British  Consul's  report 
of  Miss  Malecka's  trial,  Sir  Edward  Grey  has 
convinced  himself  that  the  sentence  passed  upon 
that  ill-used  lad}-  is  unwarranted  by  the  character 
of  the  evidence  against  her.  When  the  Cabinet 
has  looked  into  the  whole  question  in  the  light 
of  the  documents  wThich  are  about  to  be  made 
public,  a  further  statement  is  to  be  made  ;  but  it 
would  appear  that  the  British  Government  will 
not  take  any  definite  step  until  the  result  of  Miss 
Malecka's  petition  to  the  Tsar  is  known.  If 
things  go  against  the  prisoner,  we  shall  be 
given  an  excellent  opportunity  of  testing  the 
worth  of  the  Anglo-Russian  entente  in  a  question 
where  Russian  interests  and  Russian  prestige  are 
not  affected  at  all,  but  where  the  liberty  and 
practically  the  life  of  a  British  subject  are  at 
stake,  and  the  rights  of  British  citizenship  are 
gravely  prejudiced.  For  the  present,  however, 
we  must  possess  ourselves  in  patience. 


The  "  Independent  "  Duma. 

Baron  Meyendorff,  the  well-known  Octobrist, 
contributes  an  ai'ticle  on  "  The  Working  of  the 
Russian  Constitution  "  to  the  second  number  of 
the  Russian  Revie/r.  As  is  to  be  expected  of  a 
latter-day  Octobrist,  the  writer  does  not  disguise 
his  approbation  of  Stolypin's  notorious  and 
flagrantly  illegal  coup  by  which  he  overrode  the 
Constitution  guaranteed  by  the  Throne,  and  sub- 
stituted for  a  representative  Duma  an  assembly 
packed  with  Government  nominees.  The  chief 
object  of  this  step,  says  Baron  Meyendorff,  was 
"  to  create  a  representative  Chamber  which  would 
give  a  majority  to  the  Government  of  the  day." 
It  would  be  more  correct  to  define  that  object  as 
the  creation  of  a  sham  Parliament  which  should 
render  the  reactionary  regime  of  the  bureaucracy 
a  permanent  institution,  and,  while  placing  no 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  the  Govern- 
ment's programme,  should  be  used  as  a  cloak  for 
its  oppressive  measures  and  a  buffer  against 
foreign  criticism.  The  "  independent  life  " 
which  the  Baron  attributes  to  the  third  Duma  is 
a  product  of  the  writer's  own  imagination,  and 
the  best  proof  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  the  partisans  of  the  Extreme  Right,  who 
are  notoriously  opposed  to  the  very  idea  of  a 
Parliament,  no  longer  think  it  worth  while  to 
pursue  their  campaign  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Duma. 


In  the  Upper  House. 

A  point  noted  by  Baron  Meyendorff  in  his 
inquiry  into  the  working  of  the  Constitution  is 
that  the  Upper  House,  the  Imperial  Council, 
frequently  vetoes  Ministerial  measures  which 
have  been  passed  by  the  Duma.  "  It  is  suffi- 
ciently well  known,"  he  says,  "that,  having 
carried  a  Bill  through  the  Duma,  the  Ministry 
was  left  in  the  lurch  by  the  Imperial  Council, 
notwithstanding  that  one  half  of  the  Council 
are  nominated  officials  and  the  other  half  elected 
under  a  system  constructed  specially  to  give  the 


pre-eminence  to  conservative  elements."  The 
true  significance  of  this  phenomenon  is  obvious. 
Such  Bills  were  only  introduced  in  the  Duma,  or 
allowed  to  be  passed,  in  the  knowledge  that  they 
would  inevitably  be  rejected  by  the  Imperial 
Council ;  so  far  from  being  "  left  in  the  lurch," 
the  Government  has  been  only  too  faithfully 
served  by  the  Upper  House.  For  confirmation  we 
have  only  to  turn  to  the  "Chronicle  "  which  forms 
one  of  the  features  of  the  Russian  Review 
(a  periodical,  by  the  way,  which  displays 
no  trace  of  antagonism  towards  the  existing 
regime).  Here,  in  connection  with  certain 
measures  of  reform  which  had  been  passed  by 
the  Duma  on  the  motion  of  private  Members,  we 
read  :  "  The  Government  was  not  very  well  dis- 
posed towards  them.  .  .  .  This  makes  it 
unlikely  that  they  will  pass  in  the  Imperial 
Council  and  become  law."  And,  again  :  "  The 
Imperial  Council,  offering  no  impediment  to  the 
adoption  of  unimportant  Bills  which  have  no 
significance  of  principle,  continues  to  act  as  a 
brake  on  the  passage  of  Bills  which  aim  at  trans- 
forming the  political  life  of  the  country."  Here 
we  have  a  verj-  clear  admission  that  not  only 
does  the  Upper  House  veto  reform,  but  that  in 
doing  so  it  obeys  the  Government's  mandate. 
This  does  not  quite  fit  in  with  the  theory  of  the 
Government  being  "left  in  the  lurch."  The 
editors  of  the  Russian  Review  have  been  rather 
unkind  to  their  contributor. 


Communal  Tenure  y.  Private  Ownership. 

The  article  we  publish  this  week  on  "  Peasants 
and  Land  Tenure  "  deals  briefly  and  succinctly 
with  a  subject  which  will  receive  more  detailed 
treatment  in  subsequent  issues.  The  matter  is 
one  which  vitally  affects  the  bulk  of  the  Russian 
people,  and  the  impression  the  reader  will  gain 
from  its  preliminary  survey  is  that,  while  the 
prosperity  of  the  Empire  still  rests  very  largely 
on  its  agricultural  progress,  the  Government  is 
making  no  effort  to  improve  conditions  in  this 
respect,  and  is  actually  placing  hindrances  in  the 
way  of  advancement.  Stolypin's  agrarian  law, 
aiming  at  the  break- ap  of  the  old  communal 
system,  is  very  strongly  resented  by  the  majority 
of  the  peasants,  to  whom  private  ownership,  in 
the  absence  of  private  means,  practically  spells 
ruin.  The  official  assumption  on  which  that 
measure  is  founded  is  that  under  a  communal 
system,  with  its  antiquated  arrangement  into 
three  fields,  agricultural  progress  is  impossible. 
It  has,  however,  been  shown  that  the  three-field 
division  is  by  no  means  essential  to  the  communal 
system,  which,  in  fact,  is  capable  of  unlimited 
adaptation  to  the  needs  of  modern  agricultural 
science.  The  peasants  see  no  prospect  of  pro- 
sperity in  private  ownership,  and  many  of  them 
who  had  taken  advantage  of  the  new  law  have 
returned  into  the  communal  fold.  Foiled  in  its 
purpose  (which  does  not  appeal'  to  have  been  of 
a  purely  economic  character),  the  Government 
has  sought  to  coerce  the  peasants  by  inducing  the 
Zemstvos  to  withhold  from  all  but  private  owners 
the  assistance  of  their  agricultural  experts.  This 
procedure  throws  a  flood  of  light  on  the  motives 
by  which  the  authorities  are  animated  in  their 
agrarian  policy. 

Advertising  Russia. 

The  Russian  boom  continues  with  unabated 
effrontery.  The  Time*  set  the  pace  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  with  its  ingenious  Russian 
Supplement,  which  was  not  more  remarkable  for 
what  it  contained  than  for  what  it  omitted.  Now 
the  Illustrated  London  Xews  has  been  induced  to 
take  up  the  running.  Fired,  no  doubt,  by  an 
overcharge  of  enthusiasm  for  the  Anglo-Russian 
entente,  it  has  just  published  a  most  elaborate 
Supplement  under  the  title  "  Imperial  Russia  : 
her  Power  and  her  Progress,"  from  which  we 
gather  that  the  Russia  of  to-day  is,  socially, 
politically,  and  economically,  an  actual  or 
potential  Paradise.     The  wealth  and  financial 


stability  of  the  Empire  are  made  the  subject  of 
eulogies  which  in  a  less  disinterested  publication 
might  be  regarded  as  fulsome.  Its  industrial 
development  is  described  as  remarkable.  As  for 
its  political  condition,  some  idea  of  the  value  of 
the  information  given  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  sentence :  "  The  internal  disorders 
which  threatened  the  nation  were  subdued  by 
the  Imperial  Government's  wise  and  firm  policy, 
and  the  political,  as  no  less  the  industrial, 
development  of  the  Russian  Empire  was  placed 
on  a  broader  basis  by  the  establishment  of  the 
Duma,  and  the  far-seeing,  enlightened  policy 
pursued  by  the  Imperial  authorities."  In  case 
the  text  should  fail  to  convince,  we  are  given 
scores  of  alluring  pictures  illustrating  various 
phases  of  Russian  life,  and — greatest  joy  of  all — 
we  are  permitted  to  gaze  upon  the  benevolent 
features  of  the  principal  Ministers  of  State. 


The  Invitation. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  the  attention  of 
the  reader  is  emphatically  directed  to  the  state 
of  the  Russian  Treasury,  and  to  the  "  free 
balance  "  of  over  40  millions  sterling  now  lying- 
in  its  coffers.  We  are  told  that  one  of  the  chief 
purposes  of  this  " free  balance  "  is  "to  provide 
against  the  failure  of  the  harvest."  Now  that 
the  British  public  has  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  fact  that  more  than  twenty  million  Russian 
peasants  are  starving  as  the  result  of  the 
famine,  and  that  an  appeal  for  money  is  being 
circulated  in  this  country  on  their  behalf, 
the  exquisite  irony  of  this  statement  will  be  fully 
appreciated.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the 
series  of  pictures  headed  "  The  Prosperous 
Russian  Peasant."  All  this,  of  course,  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  bait  designed  to  catch  the  British 
investor,  and  accompanying  the  picturesque  and 
somewhat  imaginative  description  of  Russian 
life  we  have  an  ingenuous  invitation  to  British 
capital  to  sink  itself  in  Russian  industries. 
France  and  Belgium  have  been  sucked  dry  as 
far  as  Russia  is  concerned,  Germany  will  not 
even  consider  her  as  an  investment,  but  England 
is  looked  upon  as  a  pigeon  still  left  to  be  plucked. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  before  putting  their  money 
into  enterprises  of  this  nature,  British  investors 
will  remember  the  millions  that  have  already 
been  lost  by  foreigners  who  have  interested 
themselves  in  Russian  industrials,  and  the 
methods  by  which  business  is  carried  on  through- 
out the  Empire.  The  Lena  tragedy  is  sufficient 
by  itself  to  remind  them  of  the  price  at  which 
dividends  on  Russian  stocks  are  purchased. 


The  Closing  of  Finnish  Waters. 

When  Turkey,  under  the  stress  of  war,  closed 
the  Dardanelles  there  was  a  universal  outcry  on 
the  part  of  the  Powers,  and  the  loudest  protest 
came  from  Russia.  When  Russia,  in  time  of 
peace,  takes  a  step  which  practically  means  the 
closing  of  Finnish  waters  to  navigation  the  voice 
of  Europe  is  silent.  This  is  a  curious  phenomenon, 
which  is  not  to  be  explained  by  the  supposition 
that  the  effects  of  the  resignation  of  the  Finnish 
pilots  are  not  serious.  From  statements  on  the 
subject  already  published,  or  to  hand  this  week, 
it  is  clear  that  off  the  coast  of  Finland  navigation 
is  either  at  a  standstill  or  is  undertaken  at  the 
gravest  risk.  Of  the  inconsiderable  number  of 
Russians  who  were  sent  to  replace  the  Finnish 
pilots  some  have  returned  home,  while  the  others 
resolutely  refuse  to  venture  out  to  sea.  It  is 
useless  for  vessels  waiting  outside  these  difficult 
waters  to  signal  for  pilots  ;  they  are  not  to  be 
procured,  and  protests  are  of  no  avail.  The 
injury  already  done  to  shipping  is  severe,  and 
the  situation  is  daily  becoming  worse.  But  the 
Russian  authorities,  who  have  the  remedy  in 
their  own  hands,  do  nothing.  Presumably,  a 
first-class  catastrophe  will  be  necessary  to  arouse 
the  Powers  to  a  sense  of  the  gravity  of  the 
present  conditions. 
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DA  It  KK  ST  RUSSIA 


RUSSIA    AND  FINLAND. 


Government's    Propaganda   Abroad  in 
Defence    of   its  Policy. 


[From  Our  Finnish  Correspondent.] 

There  have  appeared  of  late  a  large  number  of 
pamphlets  translated  from  Russian  into  different 
languages,  and  particularly  into  English,  for  the 
purpose  of  defending  the  Finnish  policy  of  the 
Russian  Government  and  bureaucracy.  As  these 
translations  are  generally  distributed  abroad  through 
the  medium  of  the  Russian  Consulates,  one  is  justified 
in  supposing  that  the  Government  itself  is  trying  by 
this  method  to  plead  its  own  cause  before  the  bar 
of  civilised  opinion.  Doubtless  international  public 
opinion  ought  to  feel  flattered  by  this  attention  on 
the  part  of  the  most  autocratic  Government  in  the 
world.  To  the  Finns,  for  their  part,  this  literary 
activity  of  their  enemy  is  a  welcome  admission  that 
the  question  of  Finland  is,  after  all,  in  some  way  a 
question  of  international  law,  or,  at  least,  of  inter- 
national morality.  If  I  wished  to  be  malicious,  I 
might  recall  the  old  proverb,  Qui  s' excuse,  s'accusc. 

Ingenuous  Assertions. 

I  have  before  me  one  of  these  English  translations; 
probably  the  latest,  bearing  the  title  "  Russia's 
Policy  in  Finland,"  and  dated  London,  1912.  As  far 
as  one  can  judge,  these  pamphlets  are  of  too  ephe- 
meral a  nature  to  make  it  worth  while  to  inflict  upon 
the  foreign  reader  a  methodical  refutation  of  their 
assertions.  It  may  nevertheless  be  useful  to  warn 
the  reader  who  is  more  or  less  a  stranger  to  the 
Finnish  question  once  for  all  against  placing  too 
much  confidence  in  such  writers'  profound  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  they  are  treating.  This  caution 
is  all  the  more  needed  since  they  are  not  deficient  in 
a  certain  mildness  of  tone,  which  is  perhaps  quite 
sincere,  and  which  might  attract  one  at  first  sight. 
It  is  well  known  that  Russian  diplomacy  has  never 
lacked  suppleness.  Thus  one  finds  in  the  pamphlet 
under  notice  the  following  sympathetic  phrase  : — 
"  I  am  far  from  being  a  partisan  of  the  '  Bobrikoff 
regime '  in  Finland,  and  perfectly  understand  the 
alarm  felt  by  the  country  at  the  invasion  of  a  whole 
army  of  Russian  officials  and  the  prospects  of  seeing 
its  form  of  government  in  accordance  with  law  being 
replaced  by  the  arbitrary  orders  at  that  time  prevail- 
ing in  Russia."  This  is  a  very  charming  sentence, 
but  it  has  unfortunately  the  defect  of  being  too 
naive.  One  would  imagine  that  the  author  has  lost 
his  sight,  and  sees  nothing  of  what  is  going  on  in 
his  own  country  and  in  Finland,  and  that  he  hears 
nothing  of  what  is  said  in  the  Imperial  Duma.  The 
readers  of  Darkest  Russia  have  a  better  acquaint- 
ance with  the  kind  of  regime  that  now  prevails  in 
"  All  the  Russias." 

Ignoring  the   Fundamental  Question. 

A  few  other  instances  will  demonstrate  yet  more 
clearly  the  real  value  of  the  pamphlet.  The  author 
starts  his  little  disquisition  with  assertions  which 
enable  him  to  pass  over  the  fundamental  legal  ques- 
tion. He  simply  asserts  that  "  the  characteristic 
feature  of  the  relations  of  the  Russian  Empire  to 
its  Finnish  borderland  is  to  be  found  in  their  com- 
plete lack  of  definition  :  the  character  of  the  tie 
existing  between  the  Empire  and  Finland  lacks 
definition  ;  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  Governor- 
General  as  the  representative  of  the  Imperial  power 
in  the  country  are  indefinite  ;  the  significance  of  the 
Finnish  Senate  as  the  organ  of  the  local  executive 
power  is  indefinite,  the  functions  of  the  Finnish  State- 
Secretaryship  are  indefinite."  He  thus  passes  over 
in  sill  nee  the  whole  very  voluminous  mass  of  special 
literature  which  deals  with  the  legal  relations  between 
Russia  and  Finland.  He  passes  over  in  silence  the 
fact  that  the  definitely  established  result  of  the  inves- 
tigations of  jurists  of  European  repute — English, 
French,  German,  Italian,  Belgian,  Dutch,  Danish, 
Norwegian,  and  even  Russian — based  on  historical 
facts  and  documents,  is  that  F'inland  is  an  autono- 
mous, though  not  an  independent,  State,  and  that  the 
present  policy  of  the  Russian  Government  with 
regard  to  Finland  is  contrary  to  law. 

So  much  for  the  first  two  statements  quoted. 
Their  ambiguity  is  obvious.  As  to  the  others,  they 
are  simply  false  and  devoid  of  all  meaning.  The 
"rights  and  obligations  of  the  Governor-General," 
the  "  significance  of  the  Finnish  Senate,"  and  the 
"functions  of  the  Finnish  State-Secretaryship  at  St. 
Petersburg  '  arc  defined  with  sufficient  minuteness 
in  the  Finnish  decrees  promulgated  in  the  name  of 
the  Emperor-Grand-Duke.  It  seems,  moreover, 
somewhat  unlikely  that  such  definitions  could  have 
been  dispensed  with  during  the  hundred  years  of  the 
existence  of  the  union  between  the  two  countries.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  had  been  possible  to  dispense 
with  them  for  so  long,  one  coulrl  just  as  well  do 
without  th^m  in  future. 

Here  is  another  example.  The  author  insinuates 
that  the  Finns  proclaim  Finland  to  be  by  law  an 
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independent  State.  This  shows  that  he  has  no  idea 
of  the  terminological  distinctions  of  public  law. 
What  the  Finlanders  have  proclaimed,  and  always 
will  proclaim,  is  the  internal  political  autonomy  of 
their  country— the  right  of  Finland  to  be  "free 
at  home,"  according  to  the  expression  used  by  Alex- 
ander I. 

The   Military  Question. 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  author  speaks  of 
the  military  question  one  receives  the  impression  that 
the  Finnish  troops,  previous  to  their  disbandment 
under  Governor-General  Bobrikoff,  were  quite  inde- 
pendent of  the  Russian  Army,  and  he  expressly 
states  that  the  Finns  now  claim  "the  isolation  of 
their  armed  forces."  Nothine  of  the  kind  ever  took 
place  or  is  taking  place.  The  troops  of  Finland 
were  under  the  supreme  control  of  the  Russian 
Minister  of  War  ;  their  "  drill,  tactics,  armament, 
equipment "  were  in  conformity  with  the  drill,  &c, 
of  the  Russian  Army ;  the  Finnish  officers  knew 
Russian,  the  word  of  command  was  given  in  that 
language,  and  during  the  summer  the  Finnish 
soldiers  used  to  take  part  in  the  grand  man(euvres 
of  the  Russian  troops.  And  in  this  matter,  too,  the 
Finns  now  ask  for  nothing  but  the  restoration  of 
law. 

Space  does  not  allow  me  to  give  any  further 
examples  of  the  character  of  the  pamphlet.  But 
those  which  have  been  cited  will  perhaps  suffice  to 
justify  my  warning  to  the  reader  not  to  take  this  kind 
of  composition  too  seriously.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
Russian  Government  will  succeed,  by  distributing 
this  work,  in  stifling  the  voice  of  facts,  which  speak 
their  ominous  language  in  Finland  itself  without 
intermission. 


THE    KOULSKY  CASE. 


Innocent  Man  Released  After  a  Year's 
Imprisonment. 

Although  the  Koulsky  case  has  nothing  sensational 
about  it,  it  is  nevertheless  so  typical  and  charac- 
teristic that  the  law  journal  Pravo  devotes  a  whole 
article  to  it.  It  shows  what  may  happen  in  Russia 
to  any  peaceable  citizen  if  he  has  the  misfortune  to 
incur  the  displeasure  of  a  police-agent. 

N.  Koulsky,  a  workman  at  the  Shla  foundry  of 
Ekaterinoslav,  was  arrested  on  the  eve  of  May  1st, 
1911,  and  put  in  prison.  A  search  made  on  his  person 
and  at  his  lodgings  failed  to  discover  anything  sus- 
picious, nor  was  any  written  or  printed  paper  of  a 
compromising  nature  found.  But  on  the  day  ollowing 
that  of  his  arrest  the  police  again  searched  the  pockets 
of  his  coat,  when  they  found  an  appeal  calling  upon 
the  workmen  to  celebrate  the  First  of  May.  Koulsky 
was  brought  before  a  court  at  Kharkov  on  charges  of 
belonging  to  the  Revolutionary  Socialist  party  and 
of  circulating  criminal  appeals,  which  involved  the 
penalty  of  eight  years'  penal  servitude. 

Koulsky  denied  that  he  was  acquainted  with  any 
of  his  fellow-prisoners,  that  he  had  ever  seen  the 
incriminated  appeal,  or  that  he  had  ever  busied  him- 
self with  politics,  having  to  keep  a  family  of  four  and 
an  aged  mother. 

His  counsel  stated  that  Koulsky  had  a  personal 
enemy  among  the  police-agents,  and  that  the  incrimi- 
nated appeal  had  been  fraudulently  placed  in  his 
clothing.  He  therefore  demanded  his  acquittal.  The 
court  halved  the  award  by  declaring  that  the  accused 
did  not  belong  to  any  political  partv,  and  thus  he 
escaped  penal  servitude  ;  but  it  found  him  guilty  of 
being  in  possession  of  appeals,  for  which  it  sentenced 
him  to  one  year's  detention  in  a  fortress  ! 

Koulsky's  counsel,  M.  Dubossarsky,  appealed  to  the 
Senate  to  quash  the  sentence,  and  on  May  7th  the 
case  came  on  before  the  Criminal  Cassation  Depart- 
ment of  the  Governing  Senate.  The  Procurator  of 
the  Senate  demanded  the  full  confirmation  of  the 
sentence  passed  by  the  Kharkov  court,  the  following 
being  his  actual  words  : — 

"  Since  the  Senate  possesses  no  means  for  ascer- 
taining the  reasons  which  have  induced  the  court  of 
Kharkov  to  attribute  to  Koulsky  the  proclamations 
in  question,  the  wisest  course  is  to  uphold  the 
judgment." 

Counsel  for  the  appellant  pointed  out  the  futility 
of  this  argument,  which  "  would  tend  to  render  the 
Senate  altogether  useless,"  and  drew  the  attention 
of  the  Court  of  Cassation  to  the  act  of  revenge  on 
the  part  of  the  agent-provocateur  to  which  his  client 
had  become  a  victim. 

The  Senate  acquitted  Koulsky  and  ordered  his 
liberation.  The  innocent  man  now  leaves  his  prison, 
after  a  year  of  preliminary  detention,  ill,  ruined,  and 
without  the  slightest  compensation. 

The  Senate  did  not  order  any  steps  to  be  taken 
against  the  police  provocator  who  had  slipped  the 
appeal  into  Koulsky's  pocket,  though  the  law  provides 
a  penalty  of  twenty  years'  penal  servitude  for 
offences  of  that  kind.  And  should  it  occur  to 
Koulsky  to  look  for  justice,  the  police  will  bundle 
him  off  to  Siberia  by  an  administrative  order,  and 
that  will  settle  the  matter. 

Cases  of  this  kind  are  innumerable  in  Russia. 


PEASANTS    AND  LAND 
TENURE. 

Government's  Antagonism  to  Agricultural 
Progress. 


[From  a  Correspondent.] 

The  strongest  official  argument  against  communal 
tenure  of  land  is  that  it  hinders  agricultural  progress. 
From  time  immemorial  communal  land  has  been 
divided  into  three  fields  only,  and  each  member  of 
the  community  given  an  allotment  in  each  field.  By 
this  unalterable  arrangement  the  sowing  of  grass 
and  processes  requiring  more  than  three  fields  have 
been  made  impossible.  There  is  no  other  outlet 
from  this  fettered  position  than  the  break-up  of  the 
communal  system.  That  is  why  the  law  of 
November  gth-June  14th  (o.  s.),  which  allows  any 
member  of  the  commune,  to  the  detriment  of  com- 
munal life  and  against  the  interests  of  future  genera- 
tions, to  convert  his  actual  allotment  of  the  moment 
into  private  property,  is  so  beneficial  to  the  nation. 
Such  is  the  official  argument. 

Communal   System  Preferred. 

It  rests,  however,  on  a  false  assumption.  The 
investigations  of  M.  Bazhanov  and  other  economists 
showed  a  good  many  years  ago  that  it  is  quite 
possible  to  adapt  the  communal  system,  and  that  in 
fact  it  has  been  adapted,  to  the  necessities  of  agri- 
cultural progress.  A  good  example  of  such  accom- 
modation to  circumstances  has  recently  been  shown 
in  the  provinces  of  St.  Petersburg,  Moscow,  and  Tver. 
Many  communities  have  abandoned  the  old  three- 
field  division  of  communal  land,  thrown  their  indi- 
vidual allotments  into  common  land,  and  then 
redivided  it  into  as  many  fields  as  the  agricultural 
experts  of  the  Zemstvo  advised  to  be  necessary  for 
improved  and  intensified  agriculture.  Even  more 
striking  is  the  fact  that  some  of  the  villagers  who 
under  the  law  of  Nov.  gth-June  14th  had  secured 
their  former  lots  as  private  property  now  voluntarily 
rejoined  their  respective  communities  and  allowed 
their  private  holdings  to  be  merged  into  the  common 
land.  Each  member  of  the  community  then  received 
a  share  in  each  of  the  new  fields. 

These  facts  show  more  strikingly,  perhaps,  than 
anything  else  that  the  Russian  peasant  considers 
communal  ownership  of  land  and  its  periodical 
redivision  the  most  suitable  tenure  for  him,  and  that 
he  will  cling  to  it  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of 
the  Government  to  supplant  it  by  private  ownership. 
Originally  the  bureaucracy  believed,  or  pretended  to 
believe,  that  the  communal  system  would  die  out 
from  agricultural  stagnation,  especially  if  the  peasants 
holding  the  land  as  private  property  were  encouraged 
and  subsidised  by  the  Government  and  assisted  by 
the  agricultural  expert  advisers.  Now  the  fact  that 
the  Mir  (village  commune)  has  applied  to  these 
scientific  authorities  for  advice  with  the  object  of 
adapting  communal  land-tenure  to  the  exigencies  of 
agricultural  progress  has  shown  the  bureaucracy  the 
vitality  of  the  principle  which  is  so  obnoxious  to 
them,  and  has  made  them  angry.  The  Rossia,  the 
semi-official  organ  of  the  Premier,  has  published  an 
article  under  the  heading,  "  The  Zemstvo  Agricul- 
tural Experts  and  Politics,''  in  which  it  charges  these 
Zemstvo  officials  with  busying  themselves  with 
politics  instead  of  agriculture.  Their  crime,  as  trans- 
pires from  the  article  itself,  consists  simply  in  not 
refusing  their  advice  to  peasants  holding  land  on  the 
communal  principle.    That  is  all. 

Unscrupulous  Tactics. 

It  would  not  matter  much  if  the  displeasure  of  the 
Government  at  the  survival  of  the  communal  tenure 
of  land  and  the  progressive  tendencies  of  the  com- 
munal holders  was  confined  to  the  outbursts  of  the 
semi-official  Press.  But  the  rulers  of  Russia  do  not 
stop  there.  They  cannot  prevent  private  landowners 
from  returning  to  the  commune,  nor  whole  com- 
munes from  declining  to  abandon  the  communal 
principle,  as  there  is  nothing  unlawful  in  these 
actions  and  no  one  can  be  prosecuted  for  them  ;  so 
the  Government  puts  pressure  on  the  Zemstvos, 
asking  them  to  deny  communal  peasants  all  expert 
advice.  Indeed,  in  the  Yamburg  district  (province 
of  St.  Petersburg)  the  local  Zemstvo  long  atjo  issued 
such  an  order  to  its  agricultural  experts.  Now  the 
question  of  such  a  prohibition  has  been  raised  in 
the  Tver  and  Moscow  Zemstvos. 

These  events  show  clearly  that  the  Russian  bureau- 
cracy, in  destroying  the  communal  tenure  of  land  in 
the  teeth  of  the  nation  and  to  the  detriment  of  its 
economic  interests,  was  far  from  having  its  agricul- 
tural progress  at  heart.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  trying 
to  stop  that  progress,  and  thus  to  keep  in  misery  and 
stagnation  the  bulk  of  the  people  for  the  selfish  pur- 
pose of  artificially  and  unlawfully  creating  a  handful 
of  private  landowners  among  the  peasantry,  hoping 
thus  to  obtain  new  support  for  the  continuance  of 
the  bureaucratic  yoke  which  oppresses  the  nation. 
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among  the  powerful  classes  who  have  the  main 
voting  strength  in  their  hands ;  and  some  little 
assistance  to  the  cause  of  reform  may  conceivably 
be  forthcoming  from  those  peasants  who,  under 
the  new  agrarian  law,  have  left  the  commune 
and  become  individual  proprietors.  But  nothing 
that  can  humanly  be  foreseen  will  avail  to  check 
the  triumph  of  the  Ministerialists,  and  it  may  be 
regarded  as  certain  that  the  fourth  Duma,  like 
its  predecessor,  will  contain  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  reactionaries. 

In  later  issues  we  shall  deal  in  detail  with  the 
various  parties  (of  whom,  as  we  have  intimated, 
only  those  of  the  Right  possess  any  real  or  legal 
organisation)  into  which  the  Russian  political 
world  may  be  divided.  For  the  present  we 
would  only  observe  that  the  outstanding  feature 
of  the  third  Duma  has  been  the  attitude  of  the 
Octobrists.  Originally  a  Centre  party  with  a 
leaning  towai'ds  Liberalism,  they  have  now  prac- 
tically merged  themselves  with  the  Right,  and 
have  placed  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
Government's  oppressive  activity.  It  is  true 
that  at  times  their  spokesmen  in  the  House  have 
ventured  to  criticise  Ministers  and  their  depart- 
ments, but  in  the  lotoby  they  have  almost 
invariably  forgotten  whatever  Liberal  convic- 
tions they  may  have  professed,  and  have  proved 
a  ready  tool  in  the  hands  of  the  bureaucracy. 
They  assisted  the  Government  to  override  Fin- 
land's constitutional  rights  and  to  destroy  the 
integrity  of  Poland.  To  all  intents  and  purposes 
the  only  difference  between  them  and  the  Nation- 
alists is  one  of  nomenclature,  and  it  is  likely  that 
by  the  time  the  fourth  Duma  meets  even  this 
difference  will  have  disappeared.  To  the  Octo- 
brists must  be  assigned  the  reproach  for  the 
sterility  of  the  present  Assembly,  whose  mem 
bers  go  to  the  country  empty-handed  so  far  as  the 
welfare  of  the  Russian  people  is  concerned.  But 
that  matters  nothing  as  regards  the  approaching 
elections.  Even  if  the  third  Duma  had  assisted 
the  Administration  in  measures  ten  times  as 
oppressive  as  those  by  which  it  has  been 
characterised  during  the  past  five  years,  the 
prospects  of  the  next  Assembly  would  in  no  way 
be  altered.  The  present  state  of  Russia's  so- 
caJled  "  Constitution  "  is  that  the  mass  of  her 
people  is  inarticulate,  and,  until  the  franchises 
which  M.  Stolypin  filched  are  restored,  repre- 
sentative government  in  Russia  will  remain  one 
of  the  greatest  shams  known  to  history. 


COURT-MARTIAL  STATISTICS. 


THE    REWARD  OF  SERVILITY. 

High  Distinctions  for  Notorious 
Reactionaries. 


Over  Four  Thousand  Death  Sentences  in 
Five  Years. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  May  30TH. 

Yesterday  it  became  kncwn  that  on  the  occasion 
of  the  centenary  celebrations  of  the  annexation  of 
Bessarabia  the  Tsar  presented  his  portrait  to  that 
notorious  muckrake  Purishkevitch,  promoting  him  at 
the  same  time  to  the  rank  of  Actual  Councillor  of 
State. 

M.  Purishkevitch  has  lately  made  himself  so 
impossible  in  the  Duma  owing  to  his  clownish  freaks 
and  coarse  language  that  he  has  himself  found  it 
expedient  to  keep  somewhat  in  the  background. 
This  altogether  unexpected  distinction  is  ample 
proof  that  the  Government  desires  to  express  its 
thanks,  solemnly  and  officially,  even  for  the  clumsy 
services  rendered  in  the  Duma  by  a  man  of  the 
stamp  of  Purishkevitch.  The  latter  is  anxious  to 
give  publicity,  urbi  et  orbi,  to  the  distinction  he  has 
won  in  such  a  peculiar  way.  In  Bessarabia  he  long 
ago  forfeited  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the 
electors,  and  even  of  the  ultra-Conservative  nobility. 
For  certain  of  his  actions  he  has  even  been  ostra- 
cised by  the  Bessarabian  gentry.  He  is  now  fully 
disillusioned  as  to  the  opinions  of  his  constituents, 
and  he  has  wisely  abstained  from  getting  himself 
nominated  as  their  candidate  for  the  coming  elec- 
tions. It  is  reported  in  the  Press  that  he  has  already 
secured  a  fictitious  primary  nomination  in  the  reac- 
tionary government  of  Kursk,  where  the  local  popu- 
lation does  not  yet  know  him  sufficiently  well.  The 
fact  that  this  man,  who  is  given  the  cold  shoulder 
by  the  Bessarabian  gentry,  and  who  is  being  forsaken 
by  his  constituency,  should  be  distinguished  at  the 
Bessarabian  centenary  for  services  which  are  evi- 
dently rated  very  low  in  his  home  district,  creates 
nothing  short  of  a  painful  impression. 

M.  Purishkevitch  is  not  an  isolated  case.  On  the 
same  day  as  his  honour  was  recorded  another  dis- 
tinction was  made  public,  which  is  of  just  as  ques- 
tionable a  character.  The  so-called  Octobrist 
Gololoboff,  who  was  excluded  from  the  Octobrist 
group  owing  to  his  extremely  Conservative  attitude, 
and  who  most  assiduously  strove,  by  means  of  reac- 
tionary modifications  and  amendments,  to  kill  all 
Bills  that  savoured  of  anything  like  progress  (in 
which  he  mostly  succeeded),  has  been  appointed 
Vice-Governor  of  Poltava.  Deputy  Gololoboff  has 
lately  won  a  certain  degree  of  notoriety  through  the 
libel  actions  which  he  brought  against  his  colleagues 
in  the  Duma  for  introducing  an  interpellation  refer- 
ring to  his  alleged  participation  in  the  murder  of  the 
late  deputy  of  the  second  Duma,  Karavayeff.  This 
action  of  his  was  severely  disapproved  by  the 
majority  of  the  Duma  members,  including  the 
Octobrists,  for  it  meant  that  the  immunity  of  deputies 
was  seriously  endangered. 

Apparently  the  Government  does  not  see  that  such 
rewards  for  servility  to  reactionary  influences 
seriously  compromise  both  the  authorities  and  the 
Deputies,  and  that  such  tactics  can  only  be  of 
practical  value  where  the  Government  and  the 
deputies  have  nothing  to  lose. 
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THE    GREAT  SHAM. 


The  third  Duma  has  only  a  few  more  weeks  in 
which  to  instruct  civilisation  on  the  methods  of 
representative  government  and  to  display  the 
benefits  accruing  to  the  Russian  people  from  its 
wonderful  Constitution.  This  month  its  five  years' 
career  will  be  brought  to  an  end,  and  in  Sep- 
tember the  elections  for  the  fourth  Duma  will 
take  place.  The  campaign  has  already  been 
started,  and  throughout  the  country  the  rival 
forces  are  forming  themselves  in  battle  order. 
It  need  hardly  be  pointed  out  that  the  Ministerial 
parties  enter  on  the  fight  with  the  odds  enor- 
mously in  their  favour.  In  the  first  place,  the 
late  M.  Stolypin's  unconstitutional  alteration  of 
the  electoral  laws  places  the  bulk  of  the  votes  in 
the  hands  of  the  reactionary  elements.  As  is 
pointed  out  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  the  coup  cTet&t 
of  June  16th,  1907,  has  disfranchised  the  vast 
majority  of  the  lower  and  middle  classes.  Only 
in  five  cities  throughout  the  Empire  can  the 
working  men  elect  their  own  deputies  ;  elsewhere 
the  great  landowners  control  the  elections,  and 
even  have  the  power  to  nominate  the  handful 
of  members  who  theoretically  are  supposed  to 
represent  the  peasants  and  the  proletariat. 
Thus  the  bureaucracy  is  assured  in  advance  of  a 
very  handsome  majority,  which  no  accident  of 
popular  sentiment  can  possibly  affect.  There  is 
no  "  swing  of  the  pendulum  "  to  render  the  issue 
of  a  General  Election  in  Russia  a  matter  of  uncer- 
tainty ;  M.  Stolypin  prevented  that  by  simply 
stopping  the  clock. 

The  present  condition  of  the  electoral  laws  is 
the  greatest  but  not  the  only  handicap  from 
which  the  reform  parties  ( whom  the  results  of 
the  elections  for  the  first  two  Dumas  proved  to 
represent  the  great  mass  of  the  Russian  people) 
have  to  suffer.     There  is  always  the  Criminal 
Code  to  be  reckoned  with.    As  we  have  shown 
in  a  previous  article,  the  Russian  law  dealing 
with  associations  makes  it  a  penal  offence  for 
any  one  to  take  part  in  a  movement  aiming  at 
the  transformation  of  the  existing  state  of  affairs. 
This  was  the  crime  alleged  against  Miss  Malecka, 
who  menaced  the  security  of  the  Russian  Empire 
by  becoming   acquainted  with  Socialists  ;  and 
from  the  same  point  of  view  every  political  party 
or  association  in  Russia,    except  those  which 
support  the  Ministry,  is  illegal.     Hencs  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Opposition  groups  to  organise 
themselves  in  any  effective  fashion — at  any  rate, 
as  we  understand  political  organisation  in  this 
country.    Their  meetings  are  usually  either  pro- 
hibited or  broken  up  by  the  police.  Moreover, 
in  a  great  man}-    constituencies    electors  and 
possible   candidates    who   promise    to    be  in- 
convenient to  the   Government  are  placed  hprs 
de    combat    by    the    institution    of  judicial 
proceedings    against    them    on    some  trivial 
charge ;    until   they  are    tried   and  acquitted 
they  are  debarred  from  participating    in  the 
elections,  and  the  astute  precaution  is  taken  of 
postponing  their  trial  until  the  returns  have  been 
completed.    The  grossest  forms  of  intimidation 
are  employed  by  the  supporters  of  the  majority 
against  those  who  favour  the  Opposition,  and  in 
countless  other  ways  the  victory  ah*eady  secured 
by  the  gerrymandering  coup  of  1907  will  be  made 
still  more  sweeping.  It  is  just  possible  that  some 
elements  of   discord  will  manifest  themselves 


During  the  debate  in  the  Duma  on  the  estimates 
for  the  Chief  Administration  of  the  Military  Courts 
Deputy  Kusnetsoff  stated  that  during  the  existence 
of  the  third  Duma  the  Courts-Martial  had  delivered 
4,065  sentences  of  death,  of  which  1,512  had  been 
carried  out.  That,  he  pointed  out,  placed  six  execu- 
tions to  the  credit  of  each  Deputy  who  had  voted 
against  the  abolition  of  the  death  penalty,  while  the 
sum  total  of  the  executions  lay  on  the  conscience  of 
Deputy  Gutchkoff  (the  leader  of  the  Octobrists,  who 
supported  the  Right).  The  Russian  Government  had 
even  carried  that  shameful  institution  into  Persia. 


The  Kieff  District  Court  sentenced  a  Jewish  artisan, 
who  was  charged  with  blasphemy,  to  seven  days' 
imprisonment.  The  "blasphemy"  consisted  in  point- 
ing out  to  an  official  who  abused  him  as  a  Jew  that 


The  Siberian  deputies  have  introduced  an  inter- 
pellation to  the  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department 
on  the  poisoning  of  three  hundred  workmen  at  the 
emigrants'  station  at  Chita. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  raised  by  the  police  and 
the  censorship,  the  centenary  of  the  famous  writer 
Alexander  Herzen  could  not  be  celebrated  at  Tiflis 
until  six  weeks  after  the  date  of  the  anniversary.  At 
Baku  the  authorities  would  not  allow  a  Herzen 
celebration  under  any  conditions. 

Complaint  has  been  made  in  the  Duma  of  the 
scanty  provision  made  for  the  educational  needs  of 
Transcaucasia,  where  the  greatest  part  of  the  local 
funds  is  being  used  for  maintaining  a  constabulary 
which,  according  to  the  report  of  the  revising  Senator 
Kuzminsky,  practises  extortion  and  is  a  scourgejp 
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THE    FOURTH  DUMA. 

Reactionary  Majority  Secured  in  Advance. 

LANDOWNERS'   VOTE  PRE- 
DOMINANT. 


[From  a  Russian-  Correspondext.] 

The  present  Duma  is  breathing  its  last,  and  all  who 
are  interested  in  Parliamentary  affairs  in  Russia  are 
concentrating  their  attention  on  the  coming  elections. 

The  old  parties  are  taking  up  their  positions  for 
the  fight.  We  hear,  too,  of  the  formation  of  new 
parties— for  example,  the  Progressives.  In  order  to 
obtain  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  approaching 
electoral  campaign,  and  to  be  able  to  judge  of  it 
in  accordance  with  the  actualities  of  the  situation, 
and  not  merely  from  etymological  connotations  or 
vague  ideas  connected  with  certain  words,  we  must 
olance  at  the  electoral  law — the  law  known  as  the 
coup  d'ct&t  of  June  16th,  1907,  under  which  the  elec- 
tions to  the  third  Duma  took  place  and  which  will 
also  serve  next  September  for  the  elections  to  the 
fourth  Duma.  It  is  only  when  we  examine  this  law 
that  we  see  thai  in  Russia  the  immense  majority  of 
the  people — the  peasants,  the  proletariat,  and  even 
the  small  urban  landowners — are  entirely  deprived 
of  electoral  rights  for  the  benefit  of  a  handful  of 
noblemen  and  capitalists.  _ 

European  Russia  is  divided  into  fifty-one  pro- 
vince.- or  governments.  Out  of  the  442  members  of 
the  Duma  these  governments  nominate  387  ;  the 
other  fifty-five  are  nominated  by  Asiatic  Russia  and 
bv  the  frontier  provinces  (Poland  and  the  Caucasus). 
There  are  only  five  cities  in  which  deputies  are 
nominated  by  special  cur  ice  —  Kieff,  Riga,  Moscow,  St. 
Petersburg,  and  Odessa.  For  the  others  there  are 
provincial  electoral  colleges,  which  nominate  the 
deputies  who  are  supposed  to  represent  the  follow- 
ing different  classes  or  curia: — the  large  landowners, 
the  peasants,  the  workmen,  and  the  towns.  Thus 
each  class  or  curia  sends  electors  who  have  been 
chosen  from  among  the  delegates  of  each  curia  to  a 
single  electoral  college,  these  delegates  having  them- 
selves been  elected  in  the  primary  bodies  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  population  which  is  entitled  to  vote. 
There  are  thus  three  stages  in  the  elections. 

How   the   Voting   Power   is  Distributed. 

The  number  of  these  delegates  for  the  whole  of 
European  Russia  according  to  curia:  is  as  follows  : — 
Large  landed  proprietors    2,594  (50-3  per  cent.) 
Large  urban  proprietors...      738  i4-3     ,,  „ 
Small  urban  proprietors...      570  11      „  „ 

Peasants    1,113  217    ,,  ,, 

Workmen   112    2.1     „  „ 

Cossacks    34    o-8     „  „ 

In  a  population  of  140,000,000,  European  Russia 
contains  approximately  130,000  large  landowners. 
The  latter,  according  to  the  electoral  law,  supply 
more  than  the  half  oHhe  electors  who  nominate  the 
deputies  for  the  Duma. 

Let  us  now  study  the  situation  more  closely.  We 
will  take  the  following  twenty-nine  governments:  — 
Bessarabia,  Ekaterinoslav,  Esthonia,  Kharkov,  Kher- 
son, Kieff,  Koursk,  Livonia,  Minsk,  Mohilev,  Nov- 
gorod, Ufa,  Orel,  Pensa,  Podolia,  Poltava,  the 
Province  of  the  Don  Cossacks,  Pskov,  Samara, 
Saratov,  Simbirsk,  Smolensk,  Taurida,  Tambov, 
Tchernigov,  Tver,  Tula,  Volhynia  and  Yoronetz. 
Out  of  a  total  number  of  3,350  electors  the  large 
landed  proprietors  supply  1,815 — '-e-<  54  Per  cent. 
Possessing  an  absolute  majority  in  all  these  govern- 
ments, they  nominate  261  deputies,  a  number  which 
exceeds  a  bare  majority  of  the  Duma.  Of  these  261 
deputies  there  are  184  who  actually  represent  the 
large  landed  proprietors  ;  and  the  others,  nominated 
bv  the  latter— twenty-nine  to  represent  (?)  the 
peasants,  forty-seven  to  represent  the  cities,  one  (I)  to 
represent  the  workmen,  and  one  to  represent  the 
Cossacks — are  all  chosen  among  the  electors  who 
have  sworn  absolute  allegiance  to  the  majority. 

An   Ail-Powerful  Coalition. 

In  the  second  series  of  the  following  govern- 
ments—  Archangel,  Astrakhan,  Grodno,  Kazan, 
Kaluga,  Kovno,  Kostroma,  Kourland,  Moscow,  Nijni- 
NovgOfod,  Olonetz,  Orenburg.  Perm,  St.  Petersburg, 
Riazan,  Stavropol,  Vologda,  Yilna,  Viatka,  Vitebsk, 
Vladimir,  and  Yaroslav — the  large  landed  proprietors 
have  only  779  out  of  1,811  electors — i.e.,  44  per 
cent. — but  the  airia  of  large  urban  landowners 
possesses  276.  Thus,  jointly,  they  control  1,055 
electors,  or  60  per  cent.,  and,  consequently,  the 
election  of  the  126  deputies  which  these  govern- 
ments nominate  will  depend  on  the  coalition  of  the 
large  proprietors  in  the  countrv  with  those  in  the 
cities.  It  this  coalition  which  will  have  to  elect 
fifty-eight  deputies  who  arc  supposed  to  represent 
the  peasants  and  the  working-men  ! 

Only  in  the  five  cities  mentioned  will  the  working* 

jlies — provided  that 


this  dexterous  manipulation  of  the  laws — a  piece  of 
sharp  practice  if  ever  there  was  one— automatically 
ensures  an  enormous  majority  for  the  Right  and  the 
Extreme  Right.  It  is  only  by  accident  that  a  deputy 
representing  the  peasants  or  the  working-men  can 
defend  their  interests. 

It  is  clear  that  the  Russian  "  Constitution"  is  even 
worse  than  the  famous  representative  system  of 
Prussia.  If  the  millions  of  the  poorer  classes  in 
Prussia  have  the  same  number  of  representatives  as 
the  hundreds  of  rich  folk,  these  deputies  are  at  least 
their  deputies,  freely  chosen  by  them.  In  Russia, 
however,  the  people  are  only  apparently  admitted  to 
a  share  in  the  elections  :  they  vote,  they  hand  in  their 
ballot-papers,  .  .  .  but  they  do  not  elect  their 
deputies.  It  is  the  large  landed  proprietors  and  the 
substantial  city  gentry  who  elect  them  and  who 
"  represent  "  the  people. 

No   Illusion  Possible. 

It  will  therefore  be  understood  why,  long  before 
the  results  of  the  elections  for  the  third  Duma  were 
known,  the  people  nicknamed  this  assembly  the 
"  Squires'  Duma,"  and  why  such  governments  as 
Samara,  Saratov,  Simbirsk,  and  Ekaterinoslav,  which 
were  represented  in  the  first  two  Dumas  by  revolu- 
tionary Socialists  such  as  Arkhangelski,  and  by  Social- 
ists like  Anikin  and  Aladin,  supported  reactionary 
deputies  from  1907  to  1912.  It  will  also  be  under- 
stood that  there  can  be  no  illusion  regarding  the 
majority  in  the  next  Duma  :  the  law  of  June  16th, 
1907,  secures  it  in  advance. 

If,  however,  certain  new  phenomena  may  possibly 
arise,  not  affecting  the  majority,  but  significant  of  a 
movement  of  discontent  which  is  rumbling  in  the 
breast  of  the  Russian  nation,  they  will  be  seen  in  the 
conflicts  between  the  landed  proprietors  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  great  capitalists  on  the  other.  It  is 
from  this  point  of  view  that  the  birth  of  the  new 
"  Progressive "  party,  led  bv  the  great  Russian 
merchants  —  Riobuchinsky,  Krestovnikoff,  &c. — is 
symptomatic  of  what  is  to  come. 


THE   ELECTION  CAMPAIGN. 


Government's  Illegal  Interference. 


The  Interpellations  Committee  of  the  Duma  has 
rejected,  by  13  votes  to  7,  the  interpellation  on 
the  Government's  illegal  interference  with  the  election 
campaign,  as  exemplified  by  a  circular  sent  out  by 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  The  reporter  of  the 
Committee  admitted  that  certain  parts  of  that  circular 
were  manifestly  illegal,  but  maintained  that  its  pub- 
lication in  the  newspapers  was  no  conclusive  proof 
of  its  having  been  officially  issued.  All  the  Octobrists 
on  the  Committee  voted  against  the  interpellation. 

Bishop  Philaret,  of  Viatka,  has  issued  an  electoral 
appeal  to  the  clergy  of  his  diocese,  whom  he  blames 
for  having  given  their  votes  during  the  elections  to 
the  third  Duma  for  Progressive  candidates.  He  now 
urges  them  to  correct  their  mistake  and  not  to 
remain  passive  in  the  electoral  struggle,  in  which  it 
is  their  duty  to  support  the  candidates  of  the  Right. 
He  recommends  them  to  form  at  once  electoral 
committees  in  every  district  town  of  the  diocese. 

Archbishop  Macarius  of  Tomsk  has  started  the 
campaign  by  making  a  round  of  his  diocese, 
impressing  on  the  population  their  duty  to  elect 
candidates  of  the  Extreme  Right. 

The  leaders  of  the  Right  organisations  are  now 
busily  engaged  in  working  out  "  model  speeches"  of 
an  anti-Semitic  character  for  the  use  of  "  Black 
Hundred  "  agitators  during  the  election  campaign. 
They  also  contemplate  the  publication  of  special 
pamphlets  of  a  similar  nature. 

THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

More  Light  on  the  Yuschinsky  Case. 

The  Office  of  Public  Prosecutions  in  Kieff  has 
flecided  to  institute  a  fresh  preliminary  inquiry  into  the 
Yuschinsky  case  and  to  pursue  it  energetically  111 
various  directions,  with  the  assistance  of  a  large 
number  of  detectives,  working  under  the  orders  of 
the  gendarmerie  and  the  investigation  authorities. 

In  accordance  with  this  decision  the  Lieut. -Colonel 
of  gendarmerie  has  examined,  in  the  presence  of  a 
representative  of  the  Public  Prosecutor's  Otficc,  the 
journalist  M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky  on  the  circum- 
stances and  details  of  the  murder  concerning  which 
he  had  previously  made  a  declaration  to  the  authorities. 
Several  witnesses  cited  by  M.  Brazul-Prushkovsky 
have  also  been  examined,  and  have  fully  borne  out 
his  information  regarding  the  existence  and  the 
movements  of  the  criminal  gang  which  is  declared 
to  have  made  awav  with  the  boy  Yuschinsky  for  fear 
of  being  betrayed  by  him.  His  statements  have  also 
found  unexpected  corroboration  from  another 
quarter,  and  the  combined  evidence  of  the  various 
witnesses  is  said  to  have  cleared  up  all  the  mysteries 
connected  with  the  crime.  Public  opinion  is  there- 
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How  the  Council  of  State  Holds  up 
Legislation. 

HIDDEN  INFLUENCES. 


[From  Oi  k  Owx  CORBESFOWDEKT.] 

Sr.  Petersburg,  May  30TH. 

The  OctobrNts.  who  are  believed  to  go  hand  in 
hand  with  the  Government  frequently  complain  of 
the  obstacles  placed  in  the  way  by  blind  reactionaries 
both  in  the  Duma  itself  and,  more  particularly,  in 
the  Council  of  State.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  this 
reaction  is  openly  fostered  by  the  Government.  The 
well-known  Professor  of  Constitutional  Law,  Maxim 
Kovalevsky,  himself  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
State,  has  divulged  some  interesting  facts  with  regard 
to  that  body,  whose  obstruction  even  Stolypin  found 
insupportable.  It  appears  that  the  nominated  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  who  form  exactly  one-half  of  the 
total  number,  are  far  from  pursuing  any  political 
views  of  their  own  ;  their  whole  attention  is  concen- 
trated upon  finding  out  the  trend  of  currents  in 
Court  circles.  It  may  happen  that  a  Bill  is  sup- 
ported by  the  Ministers  in  the  Council  of  Stale.  This 
Bill  may  have  passed  through  all  its  preliminary 
stages,  but  just  before  the  final  vote  those  members 
of  the  Council,  who  are  steeped  in  loyalty,  receive  a 
hint — sometimes  from  the  very  Minister  who  had 
taken  charge  of  the  Bill — that  the  final  proceedings 
need  not  be  hastened.    And  the  Bill  is  shelved. 

Usually  the  very  members  of  the  Council  of  State 
who  convey  to  their  colleagues  the  wishes  of  authori- 
tative Court  circles  cannot  definitely  name  the 
sources  of  their  information,  which  should  guarantee 
its  correctness.  Nevertheless,  such  anonymous 
requests  are  most  readily  compl  ed  with.  It  may 
therefore  be  safely  said  that  the  obstruction  of  the 
Council  of  State  exists  solely  because  it  is  desired  in 
high  quarters.  Strictly  speaking,  it  is  not  the  Govern- 
ment that  desires  it  ;  there  is  a  kind  of  secondarv 
Government  to  which  the  official  Administration 
must  too  often  involuntarily  yield.  This  is  a  stage 
setting  of  political  life  for  which  no  parallel  can  be 
found  in  Europe.  It  is  a  falsification  and  obscura- 
tion of  the  political  situation  which  is  apt  to  degrade, 
not  only  the  Duma  and  the  Council  of  State,  but  the 
Government  itself,  into  sham  institutions  of  a  merelv 
decorative  character. 

Both  in  the  domestic  and  in  the  foreign  policy  of 
Russia  this  evil  is  very  strongly  felt.  It  is  the  cause 
of  Russia's  undecided  and  obscure  attitude  in  almost 
all  great  questions  of  international  politics  ;  it  is  the 
source  of  those  continual  fluctuations  which  have  so 
frequently  aroused  the  serious  apprehensions  of 
England  and  France.  Influences  that  cannot  be 
either  identified  or  controlled  are  continually  at 
cross-purposes,  and  the  result  may  at  any  moment 
be  of  momentous  importance.  It  appears  that  quite 
recently  a  new  Admiral  Besobrasoff  (who  is  credited 
with  having  been  the  cause  of  the  Japanese  war)  has 
come  forward  in  the  person  of  the  Duma  deputy. 
Count  Bennigsen.  While  the  former  sought  for 
forest  concessions  on  the  Yalu,  Count  Bennigsen  has 
formed  a  Company  for  opening  up  the  natural 
resources  of  Mongolia.  This  Company  intends  to 
send  out  an  army  of  agents  and  to  acquire  all  kinds 
of  concessions  that  may  be  worked  on  a  paying  basis. 
Certain  indications  tend  to  show  that  Count  Bennig- 
sen's  intentions  are  causing  considerable  alarm  in 
Japan  and  China. 


THE    FINNISH    PILOT  SERVICE. 


Official  Revenge. 

[From  Our  Fixxish  Correspoxdext.] 
The  disastrous  results  of  the  Russian  Government's 
determination  to  russify  the  Finnish  Pilot  Service  have 
completely  unnerved  the  Finnish  Senate,  who  had 
guaranteed  a  happy  solution  of  the  problem.  In  the 
harassed  state  of  its  feelings  it  is  inclined  to  revenge 
itself  on  the  "  guilty"  parties.  Among  the  employees 
of  the  Pilot  .Service  who  resigned  was  a  former 
officer  of  the  guard,  who  acted  as  telephone  inspector 
of  the  Service.  This  man  has  now  been  relieved  of 
his  post  in  the  Senate  department  as  translator.  But 
the  Senate's  revenge  has  not  stopped  there.  The 
"  criminal  "  eked  out  his  livelihood  by  the  salary  he 
received  from  two  private  schools  as  teacher  of 
Russian.  The  Senate  gave  the  directors  of  these 
institutions  to  understand  that,  if  they  did  not  dis- 
miss the  patriot  who  had  refused  to  co-operate  in 
the  russilication  of  his  country,  their  schools  would 
lose  the  State  subventions  allotted  to  them,  without 
which  they  would  be  unable  to  make  both  ends  meet. 
Thus  the  Russian  Government,  through  its  tools, 
persecutes  in  their  most  private  affairs  those  who 
nave  given  it  offence.    Is  this  to  be  regarded  as  a 
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NOTES. 


Miss  Malecka's  Petition. 

In  some  of  the  newspapers  very  sanguine  state- 
ments have  been  made  during  the  past  week 
regarding  Miss  Malecka's  petition  to  the  Tsar ; 
one  of  them  goes  so  far  as  to  say  not  only  that 
the  prisoner's  release  "  may  be  anticipated  with 
confidence,"  but  also  that  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment has  intimated  its  willingness  not  to  insist 
upon  its  claim  to  regard  Miss  Malecka  as  a 
Russian  subject.  We  do  not  profess  to  be 
behind  the  scenes  in  this  affair,  and  it  would  be 
idle  to  subscribe  to  these  optimistic  efforts  of  the 
imagination.  Where  Russia — and  especially 
where  Russian  justice — is  concerned,  anything  may 
happen.  We  only  know  that  if  Miss  Malecka  is 
not  set  at  liberty  the  last  shred  of  good  feeling 
in  this  country  towards  Russia  will  have 
vanished,  and  it  will  be  found  extremely  difficult 
to  maintain  even  the  semblance  of  an  entente 
between  the  two  Governments.  Public  opinion 
in  England  has  been  roused  by  this  case  in  a 
manner  that  is  seldom  experienced.  There  is 
scarcely  an  English  man  or  woman  who  is  not 
convinced  of  the  prisoner's  innocence  of  any 
action  that  could  reasonably  be  brought  within 
the  category  of  a  criminal  offence,  and  all  the 
evidence  that  has  been  made  public  goes  to  show 
that  she  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  a 
barbarous  punishment  on  grounds  that  will 
not  bear  investigation.  The  letters  of  M.  Titus 
Filipowicz  to  the  Times  destroy  the  final  remnants 
of  plausibility  attaching  to  the  allegation  that 
Miss  Malecka's  intercourse  with  the  Polish 
Socialists  was  of  a  seditious  character. 


The  Popular  Agitation. 

Those  who  have  been  assiduously  condemning 
the  agitation  carried  on  in  this  country  have,  it 
seems  to  us,  entirely  mistaken  the  nature  and 
purpose  of  that  movement.  They  appear  to 
think  that  it  is  addressed  directly  to  the  Russian 
Government;  and  the  Spectator  does  not  disguise 
its  belief  that  the  motive  underlying  it  is  con- 
nected not  so  much  wdth  a  desire  to  see  justice 
done  as  with  an  "  invincible  animosity  towards 
Russia  and  the  Anglo-Russian  Agreement,  the 
entente  with  France,  and  the  entire  foreign  policy 
of  Sir  Edward  Grey."  If  it  suits  the  Spectator 
thus  to  belittle  an  outburst  of  popular  indignation 
that  comes  from  every  section  of  the  community, 
and  clearly  has  its  origin  in  the  traditional 
British  love  of  fair  plaj-,  we  may  be  excused  if 
we  refrain  from  doing  battle  with  that  highly 
respectable  journal  on  the  somewhat  muddy 
ground  it  has  taken  up.  We  desire,  however,  to 
point  out  that  the  object  of  the  agitation  in  this 
country  has  been  to  exert  pressure,  not  upon  the 
Russian  Government,  but  upon  our  own  Foreign 
Office.  The  disheartening  experience  of  the 
past  made  it  clearly  necessary  to  show  Sir 
Edward  Grey  that  the  British  nation  would 
tolerate  in  this  matter  none  of  the  shilly- 
shallying methods  that  were  adopted  with  such 
unfortunate  results  in  the  Persian  business,  and 
we  are  firmly  convinced  that  in  his  dealings  with 
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the  Foreign  Secretary's  hands  have  been  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  knowledge  that  he  has 
practically  the  whole  body  of  his  countrymen 
behind  him. 

No  Confidence. 

M.  Gutchkoff,  the  leader  of  the  Octobrists 
and  Chairman  of  the  National  Defence  Com- 
mittee of  the  Duma,  has  been  telling  some  home 
truths  about  the  condition  of  the  Russian  Army, 
declaring  the  state  of  the  artillery  in  particular 
to  be  a  menace  to  the  security  of  the  Empire. 
In  political  circles  little  more  enthusiasm  is  dis- 
plaj^ed  regarding  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy. 
Although  the  "  small  "  shipbuilding  programme 
has  been  unanimously  adopted,  nobody  ventures 
to  maintain  that  the  expenditure  of  over  half  a 
milliard  roubles  (or  more  than  fifty  millions 
sterling)  which  is  involved  will  serve  any  useful 
purpose.  There  is  no  assurance  that  the  money 
will  be  properly  used,  while  it  is  felt  that  an 
inadequate  fleet  is  only  calculated  to  invite 
disaster  instead  of  guarding  against  it.  Com- 
plaint is  made  that  the  technical  backwardness 
of  Russia  and  her  habit  of  adopting  the  worn- 
out  fashions  of  the  Western  world  have  brought 
her  fleet  to  one  disaster  after  another,  for  which 
no  responsibility  is  attached  to  their  authors. 
The  Russian  people  place  absolutely  no  confi- 
dence in  the  capacity  of  those  who  direct  the 
affairs  of  the  Admiralty,  and  for  this  reason 
alone  all  appropriation  of  money  for  naval  con- 
struction is  regarded  as  so  much  waste.  It  is 
hopeless  for  Russia  to  dream  of  competing  with 
even  the  third-rate  naval  Powrers.  In  another 
twenty  years  she  might  become "  a  formidable 
menace  on  sea  to  Turkey  or  Sweden  ;  but  there 
is  a  strong  disposition  to  doubt  whether  this 
prospect  is  wrorth  the  512  million  roubles 
assigned  for  the  "  small  "  programme. 

Provocation  in  Finland. 

When  everything  else  fails  to  provide  the 
Russian  Government  with  an  excuse  for  tighten- 
ing its  grip  upon  the  subject  nationalities,  there 
is  always  one  weapon  still  left  in  its  armoury — 
provocation.  That  is  certainly  the  light  in  which 
the  scandalous  article  on  Finland  recently  pub- 
lished by  the  Novoe  Vremya  is  to  be  read.  The 
article  in  question  professed  to  have  discovered  a 
widespread  organisation  for  the  complete  and 
violent  separation  of  the  Duchy  from  the 
Russian  Empire,  and  was  obviously  written  and 
printed  with  the  express  object  of  stirring  up  an 
agitation  among  the  Finns.  Nothing  would  suit 
the  Gocernment's  book  better  at.  the  present 
moment  than  a  popular  rising  in  Finland  against 
the  Russian  authorities  ;  it  could  then,  without 
seeking  further  cause,  proceed  to  carry  out  its 
cherished  project  of  annexation.  The  Finns, 
however,  know  too  much  of  Russian  methods  to 
be  caught  in  that  snare.  They  find  "  passive 
resistance  "  much  more  effective  for  their  pur- 
poses, and  the  Government  is  clearly  growing 
exasperated  at  its  failure.  In  their  hproic 
struggle  the  Finns  are  at  any  rate  assured  of 
universal  sympathy. 

A  Tragedy  and  a  Farce. 

The  instructions  given  to  Senator  Manukhin, 
who  has  been  appointed  to  conduct  the  inquiry 
into  the  Lena  goldfields  affair,  are  of  a  remark- 
able character.  The  Senator  is  merely  ordered 
to  investigate  the  causes  and  circumstances  of  the 
strike,  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  Tsar,  and  no 
reference  whatever  is  made  to  the  massacre  of 
hundreds  of  miners  by  the  Russian  soldiery  to 
which  it  led.  There  is  thus  no  guarantee  that  any 
official  endeavour  will  be  made  to  throw  light  on 
the  terrible  events  of  April  17th  or  to  bring  the 
guilty  parties  to  justice.  A  tragedy  which  has 
shocked  the  whole  civilised  world  is  to  be 
succeeded  by  a  farce,  and  Captain  Treschenkoff 


inoffensive  workmen  as  he  pleases.  The  Minister 
of  the  Interior  is  to  receive  ample  justification 
for  his  famous  dictum  in  the  Duma :  "  So  it 
has  been,  and  so  it  will  be."  M.  Makaroff  clearly 
knew  what  he  was  talking  about. 


The  Press  Laws  in  Practice. 

In  a  lecture  before  the  St.  Petersburg  Law 
Society,  which  we  summarise  elsewhere,  Count 
P.  M.  Tolstoy  dealt  with  the  restrictions  by 
which  the  liberty  of  the  Russian  Press  has  been 
curtailed.  He  showed  that  the  authorities  have 
established  their  control  over  the  Press  by  means 
of  a  number  of  regulations  which  are  in  direct 
contr  avention  of  the  law.  According  to  Articles 
79  and  83  of  the  "  Temporary  Regulations  "  of 
1905,  every  one  is  free  within  the  limits  of  the 
law  to  express  his  opinions,  and  restrictions  on 
that  freedom  can  only  be  imposed  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Legislature.  In  Russia,  however-, 
the  law  and  the  acts  of  Government  officials  have 
nothing  in  common ;  frequently  Governors  of 
provinces  and  police  functionaries  are  to  be 
found  transgressing  even  their  own  regulations. 
The  other  day  M.  Poletaj-eff  furnished  the  Duma 
with  a  very  characteristic  illustration  of  the 
position  of  the  Russian  Press  in  the  "  Constitu- 
tional "  period.  Since  May  10th,  it  appears,  two 
newspapers — the  Zhivoe  Ueh  and  the  Pravda — 
have  been  produced  under  conditions  that  are 
highly  peculiar.  Every  evening  a  strong  detach- 
ment of  police  arrives  at  the  offices  ;  they  do  not 
interfere  with  the  printing,  but  they  prevent  any 
one  from  entering  the  building.  When  the  paper 
is  ready,  the  police,  without  any  warrant  from 
the  central  Press  Committee,  confiscate  the  entire 
issue,  not  a  single  copy  of  which  is  allowed  to  be 
published.  Needless  to  say,  there  is  not  a  single 
law  or  regulation  that,  by  any  stretch  of  the 
imagination,  can  be  interpreted  as  sanctioning 
such  a  proceeding.  Hut  in  Russia  the  law  exists 
for  the  convenience  of  the  official,  not  for  the 
protection  of  the  citizen. 


Jewish  Rights  of  Residence. 

The  Governor  of  Moscow,  as  we  pointed  out 
last  week,  has  been  casting  doubt  on  the  right 
of  Jews  holding  high-school  diplomas  (which 
legally  entitle  them  to  settle  in  any  part  of 
Russia)  to  reside  in  Moscow,  on  the  ground  that 
they  are  not  engaged  in  the  professions  for 
which  their  diplomas  qualify  them.  This  is  a 
very  insidious  attempt  to  reduce  still  further' 
the  privilege  of  unrestricted  movement  which  an 
insignificant  number  of  Russian  Jews  at  present 
enjoy.  It  is  a  little  difficult  for  Englishmen  to 
realise  exactly  what  the  existence  of  a  Pale  of 
Settlement  for  citizens  belonging  to  a  certain 
faith  means  ;  the  very  idea  of  caging  any  section 
of  the  population  within  the  confines  of  a  limited 
area  is  so  alien  to  English  ideas  that  the  reve- 
lation of  what  are  actually  the  conditions  in 
Russia  is  received  in  this  country  with  an 
astonishment  that  borders  on  incredulity.  But 
the  brutality  of  the  law  is  even  exceeded  by  the 
shameless  and  unscrupulous  fashion  in  which  it 
is  administered  and  interpreted.  Some  time  ago 
a  Jewess — a  married  woman — obtained  the 
necessary  diplomas  and  went  to  live  in  Moscow. 
AVhile  there  she  gave  birth  to  a  child.  There- 
upon the  Governor  inquired  of  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  and  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
inquired  of  the  Senate,  whether  the  new-born 
baby  possessed  the  right  of  residence.  The 
question  was  decided  in  the  negative,  and  the 
Governor  solemnly  served  the  infant  with  an 
order  of  expulsion.  Equally  striking  is  the  well- 
knosvn  case  of  the  young  Jewess  who,  finding 
that  she  could  pursue  her  studies  in  Moscow  by 
no  other  means,  enrolled  herself  on  the  police 
list  of  prostitutes,  but  shortly  afterwards  was 
expelled  on  the  ground  that  she  "  had  not  effec- 
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A   ROYAL  MONUMENT. 

Extraordinary  Police  Precautions  for  the 
Unveiling  Ceremony. 

[From  Our  Own  CORRESPONDENT.] 

St.  Petersburg,  May  27TH. 

The  unveiling  of  the  monument  to  Alexander  III. 
was  to  have  taken  place  at  Moscow  in  May  in  the 
presence  of  the  Tsar  and  the  Ministers  of  State.  The 
approach  of  the  festivities,  however,  has  excited  such 
grave  apprehensions  in  Government  circles  that  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  function  will  be  held.  After 
postponing  it  till  June,  the  Administration  is  now  con- 
sidering whether  it  had  not  better  be  put  off  until 
the  autumn.  The  precautionary  measures  taken  by 
the  Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg  political  police  in 
order  to  prevent  terroristic  attempts  are  quite  extra- 
ordinary, even  for  Russia.  All  suspected  persons 
have,  of  course,  under  some  pretext  or  other,  been 
removed  from  Moscow.  The  most  searching  inquiries 
are  made  not  only  about  all  residents  who  live  in  the 
streets  through  which  the  Tsar  is  to  pass,  or  who  may 
be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  monument  to  be  unveiled, 
but  also  about  their  friends  and  relatives.  The 
police  officials  who  are  instructed  to  make  these 
inquiries  sometimes  have  recourse  to  strange  measures 
for  the  purpose  of  impressing  the  Moscow  populace. 
It  is  stated  that  parents  are  told  that  the  school 
children  are  to  be  placed  in  the  front  rows  at  the 
unveiling  ceremony,  with  the  idea  that  the  terrorists 
may  be  expected  to  shrink  from  any  attempts  owing 
to  the  proximity  of  the  children.  It  need  not  be 
asked  whether  the  authorities  are  really  influenced 
by  these  considerations  ;  but  the  effect  of  such  state- 
ments on  parents  whose  children  are  of  school  age 
can  easily  be  imagined. 

The  Government,  however,  is  not  only  afraid  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Moscow.  The  story  told  in  so 
patriotic  a  paper  as  the  Noroe  Vremya  by  an  Actual 
Councillor  of  State,  who  also  holds  an  appointment 
in  the  Imperial  household,  shows  that  high  officials 
inspire  the  authorities  with  the  same  fears.  He 
relates  that  he  had  been  entrusted  with  the  official 
representation  of  a  department  at  the  unveiling 
ceremony.  But  the  document  giving  him  authority 
to  represent  that  department  and  the  papers  proving 
his  identity  were  not  considered  sufficiently  satis- 
factory to  admit  him  to  the  celebration.  He  had  to 
appear  before  the  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg,  and 
leave  with  him  all  his  papers  ;  these  were  handed 
over  to  the  political  police,  who  inquired  into  his 
political  reliability.  It  was  only  after  the  Okhrana 
had  sent  in  its  report  that  a  special  order  admitting 
him  could  be  delivered. 

In  these  circumstances  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  the  originators  of  the  function  found 
themselves  unable  to  place  any  confidence  in  the 
reliability  of  the  members  of  the  Duma.  The  latter 
will  not  be  admitted  to  the  celebrations. 


THE   LENA  INQUIRY. 

No  Reference  to  the  Massacre  of  Miners. 


The  instruction,  sanctioned  by  Imperial  authority 
on  May  22nd,  to  the  Member  of  the  Council  of  State 
and  Senator,  Privy  Councillor  Manukhin,  charging 
him  with  the  conduct  of  the  Lena  inquiry,  contains 
no  reference  whatever  to  the  massacre  of  the  work- 
men. The  instruction  is  composed  of  three  articles, 
the  second  of  which  consists  of  twelve  clauses 
enumerating  the  various  powers  granted  to  the 
Senator. 

The  first  article  merely  states  that  the  Senator  is 
charged  with  an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of 
the  strike  on  the  Lena  mines,  and  into  the  causes 
which  brought  it  about.  The  third  article  instructs 
him  to  present  his  report  direct  to  His  Imperial 
Majesty  the  Tsar. 

The  instruction  bears  the  signature  of  the  President 
of  the  Council  of  Ministers,  Secretary  of  State 
Kokovtsoff. 


SANITATION    AND  SEDITION." 

The  Ru-sian  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  the 
People's  Health  has  been  in  existence  for  thirty-five 
years  under  official  sanction.  When,  however,  the 
members  of  the  Society  met  recently  for  the  purpose 
of  hearing  two  papers  read  they  were  confronted 
with  a  peremptory  order  from  the  Prefect  of  St. 
Petersburg  forbidding  the  holding  of  the  meeting. 

The  "  seditious "  items  on  the  agenda  were  papers 
entitled  respectively  "  The  Kconomic  and  Sanitary 
Conditions  of  Life  and  Labour  in  the  Lena  Mining 
District,"  by  Dr.  D.  L.  Seiliger,  and  "The  Protection 
of  Labcur  by  the  Organisation  of  Medical  Relief  on 
the  Steamer ■>  of  the  Russian  Navigation  and  Trading 


LIBERTY    OF   THE  PRESS. 
Illegal  Restrictions. 

Count  P.  M.  Tolstoy  recently  read  before  the 
Law  Society  of  St.  Petersburg  a  paper  on  the  restric- 
tions of  the  liberty  of  the  Press  by  means  of  "com- 
pulsory orders  "  issued  through  the  Okhrana. 

Although,  he  said,  the  Temporary  Regulations  of 
December  7th,  1905,  were  far  from  carrying  into 
effect  the  pledge  of  liberty  of  speech  contained  in 
the  Manifesto  of  October  30th,  they  seemed  never- 
theless to  open  up  a  new  era  in  the  life  of  the  Russian 
Press.  The  rejoicings  of  the  Press  were,  however, 
short  lived.  The  Administration  gradually  restored 
in  substance  its  former  power  by  issuing  "  compul- 
sory orders "  forbidding  the  mention  of  various 
topics.  Fines  and  other  administrative  penalties 
were  showered  upon  editors  and  journalists  as  from 
a  cornucopia.  This  system  had  taken  especially 
strong  root  since  the  famous  compulsory  orders  of 
June  15th,  1907,  which  were  issued  aU  over  Russia, 
almost  on  the  same  clay,  on  the  eve  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  second  Duma.  As  the  orders  were  issued  for 
the  ostensible  purpose  of  combating  sedition,  it 
could  be  justly  demanded  that  they  should  not  go 
beyond  the  limits  of  that  object.  But  as  a  matter  of 
fact  the  orders  frequently  contained  prohibitions 
against  the  publication  of  topics  which  had  not  even 
the  remotest  connection  with  the  combating  of  sedi- 
tion, and  were  therefore  manifestly  illegal.  Fre- 
quently they  were  mere  repetitions  of  various  articles 
of  the  Penal  Code,  the  infringment  of  which  ought 
to  be  brought  before  the  regular  courts,  whose  juris- 
diction and  authority  the  Administration  was  thus 
usurping  and  undermining. 

The  only  alleged  basis  for  such  restrictions  on  the 
Press  was  provided  by  the  Regu'ations  of  August 
26th,  1881.  But  these  Regulations  could  no  longer  be 
considered  to  possess  the  force  of  law,  since  they  had 
not  been  endorsed  by  the  Legislature,  and  were 
merely  issued  annually  for  the  term  of  one  year  by 
Imperial  order.  It  was  all  the  more  flagrantly 
illegal  to  invest  the  authorities  with  special  powers  to 
issue  compulsory  orders  in  localities  not  subjected  to 
any  exceptional  state  of  administration. 


THE   MURDER    OF   M.  STOLYPIN. 

Council  of  State  Orders  Preliminary 
Inquiry. 

Senator  E.  F.  Turau  has  delivered  his  report  to  the 
First  Department  of  the  Council  of  State  on  the  case 
of  General  Kourloff,  Colonel  Spiridovitch,  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Kulabko,  and  Councillor  of  State  Veriguin, 
who  are  incriminated  in  the  charges  levelled  against 
the  Kieff  Okhrana  in  connection  with  the  assassina- 
tion of  M.  Stolvpin. 

The  Senator  prefaced  his  detailed  report  by  the 
remark  that  he  attributes  little  importance  to  the 
explanations  of  the  accused,  or  even  to  the  report  of 
Senator  Trussevitch,  but  a  very  great  deal  to  the 
material  which  the  latter  had  in  his  possession  before 
presenting  his  conclusions  to  the  First  Department. 

Although  Kourloff  denied  having  had  any  know- 
ledge of  the  admission  of  the  assassin  Bogroff  to  the 
Merchants'  Corporation  garden  and  to  the  theatre, 
there  was  other  evidence  to  show  that  he  did  possess 
such  knowledge.  It  spoke  just  as  badly  for  the 
organisation  of  the  Okhrana  if  its  head,  to  whom  the 
safety  of  the  august  visitors  had  been  intru-ted,  could 
remain  ignorant  of  the  presence  at  the  theatre  of  a 
person  called  a  "  collaborator,"  but  who  was  in  reality 
a  traitor.  Having  once  admitted  him  to  the  theatre, 
it  was  still  more  culpable  negligence  not  to  keep  him 
under  observation,  but  to  allow  him  to  promenade 
freely  over  the  auditorium  and  to  choose  his  victim 
at  his  own  discretion.  The  thoughtlessness  of 
Kourloff  and  the  others  was  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that,  while  they  suspected  the  presence  of  terrorists 
at  Kieff,  they  left  them  entirely  to  the  traitor  Bogroff. 
This  blind  trust  in  Bogroff  was  all  the  more  inex- 
plicable since  the  Okhrana  had  lost  sight  of  him  for 
about  two  years. 

Many  circumstances  had  still  to  be  cleared  up,  but 
the  offence  of  inactivity  was  beyond  dispute.  The 
Senator  therefore  insisted  on  the  institution  of  a 
regular  preliminary  inquiry.  This  opinion  was  sup- 
ported by  the  Ministers  of  Justice  and  of  the  Interior, 
the  latter  of  whom  stated  that  the  condition  of  the 
Kieff  Okhrana  was  altogether  unsatisfactory. 

The  First  Department  of  the  Council  of  State 
decided  unanimously  to  institute  a  preliminary 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  all  the  four  accused. 


The  Duma  Interpellations  Committee  has  pre- 
sented its  report  on  the  interpellation  on  the  arrest 
ard  deportation  of  the  Social- 1  )emocratic  deputies  of 
the  second  Duma.  The  Committee  favours  the 
rejection  of  the  interpellation,  discrediting  tin:  state- 
ments of  the  police  ag(  nl  Brodsky  as  to  his  own  part 


RUSSIAN  CREDIT. 


Count  Witte's  Dissatisfaction. 


As  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  State,  Count  Witte  has  issued  his  separate 
views  on  the  proposed  Bill  for  the  organisation  of 
credit  for  Zemstvos  and  municipalities  which  had 
been  approved  at  a  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

Count  Witte  is  opposed  to  the  Bill  owing  to  his 
anxiety  for  the  condition  of  Russian  State  credit, 
comparing  the  value  of  the  Russian  rente  to  that 
of  similar  foreign  funds.  He  is  alarmed  at  the 
fact  that,  although  five  years  have  already  elapsed 
since  the  war  and  the  revolution,  it  has  not  proved 
possible  to  raise  properly  the  value  of  the  Russian 
rente,  in  spite  of  the  splendid  budgets  of  the  last  few 
years.  He  concludes  from  this  that  there  must  be 
some  special  reason  that  prevents  Russian  credit 
from  coming  up  to  that  of  other  European  States. 
This  reason  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  Russian 
State  credit  is  largely  placed,  independently  of  the 
Legislature,  at  the  disposal  of  two  State  mortgage 
banks — institutions  unknown  in  other  States,  which 
carefully  husband  their  credit  exclusively  for  Slate 
purposes.  Russia's  credit,  however,  is  weakened  by 
the  State  guarantee  for  those  two  banks,  which  by 
January  1st,  1912,  had  issued  mortgage  bonds  to  the 
total  amount  of  1,963,000,000  roubles  (nearly  200 
millions  sterling  1.  Russian  credit,  which  makes' large 
use  of  foreign  money-markets,  is  subject  to  the  general 
law  of  supply  and  demand,  which  sets  certain  limits  to 
the  investment  of  Russian  interest-bearing  securities 
that  cannot  be  overstepped  without  causing  substan- 
tial damage  to  the  credit  of  the  State. 

For  the  same  reason  Count  Witte  objects  to  the 
establishment  of  a  State  fund  for  financing  Zemstvos 
and  municipalities,  which  forms  the  legitimate  field 
of  a  private  joint  stock  bank,  with  the  participation, 
if  need  be,  of  foreign  capital. 

Russia's  Enormous  Debts. 

The  Russkoe  Ziiainya  states  that  Russia  owes  to 
other  European  countries  10  milliard  roubles  (a 
milliard  sterling),  on  which  it  has  to  pay  annual 
interest  to  the  amount  of  500  million  roubles  (50 
millions  sterling).  In  order  to  pay  that  interest 
punctually,  the  Russian  people  has  to  export  annually 
abroad  8on  million  poods  of  corn,  100  million  poods 
of  paraffin,  400  million  eggs,  10  million  poods  of  flax, 
500,000  poods  of  butter,  <xc. 

"  In  short,  we  feed,  shoe  and  dress  the  whole  of 
Europe,  while  we  walk  about  ourselves  barefooted, 
naked,  and  famished.  Russia  thus  presents  herself, 
on  the  one  hand,  as  a  beggar  who  is  horrowing  money 
to  feed  her  own  people,  and,  on  the  other,  as  rich 
enough  to  feed  the  whole  of  Europe  with  her  pro- 
duce.'' 


THE   MINISTRY   OF  WAR 


Grave  Charges   Levelled   in   the  Duma. 


[From  Our  Owx  Correspoxdext.] 

St.  Petershurg,  May  27TH. 

The  eagerly  expected  debates  on  the  Estimates 
for  the  Ministry  of  War  have  taken  place  in  the 
Duma.  The  Minister  of  War,  M.  Sukhomlinoff,  did 
not  put  in  an  appearance,  but  delegated  his  newly- 
appointed  assistant,  General  Werhander,  and  the 
chief  of  his  Chancellery  to  represent  him.  General 
Werhander  merely  introduced  himself  to  the  Duma, 
and  the  task  of  defending  the  Estimates  fell  to  the 
chief  of  the  Chancellery,  who  confined  himself  to 
short  replies  to  the  speeches  delivered  in  the  Duma. 

The  activity  of  the  Ministry  of  War  was  subjected 
to  scathing  criticism.  The  leader  of  the  Octobrists, 
M.  Gutchkoff,  hurled  withering  accusations  at  the 
Artillery  department,  winding  up  with  the  intimation 
that  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  department  may  pos- 
sibly have  a  sequel  in  the  courts  of  justice.  M. 
Gutchkoff  reproached  the  Artillery  officials  with 
unpardonable  dilatoriness  and  gross  neglect  of  their 
duly  to  provide  an  up-to-date  equipment.  According 
to  him,  the  number  of  guns  is  insufficient,  and  rela- 
tively much  smaller  than  in  Austria.  Shells  and 
many  other  necessaries  are  wanting.  The  greatest 
evil,  however,  is  the  indifference  of  the  chief  of  the 
Artillery  department,  which  has  been  sufficiently 
illustrated  by  the  representatives  of  the  department 
who  exclaimed  to  the  members  of  the  Defence  Com- 
mittee :  "  Why  do  you  excite  yourselves?  We  keep 
calm." 

M.  GutchkofF S  serious  warning  made  a  powerful 
impression  on  the  Duma.  The  only  reply  the  chief 
of  the  Chancellery  of  the  Ministry  of  War  could  give 
was  that  during  the  last  five  years  more  had  been 
done  in  organising  the  defence  of  the  country  than  in 
the  preceding  forty  years.  But  his  statement  met 
with  little  credence  in  the  House. 


Darkest  Russia 


A  Weekly  Record  of  thi   Struggle  for  Freedom. 


[Registered  as  a  Newspaper. 


New  Series.    Vol.  I.,  No.  25.] 


JUNE   it\  1912. 


[One  Penny. 


AFTERTHOUGHTS    ON  THE 
MALECKA  CASE. 


Sir  Edward  Grey  is  so  satisfied  with  the  result 
of  his  representations  to  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment in  the  case  of  Miss  Malecka,  and,  like  the 
Times,  clings  so  firmly  to  the  hope  that  "  we  have 
heard  the  last  of  it,"  that  he  does  not  propose  to 
keep  his  promise  and  publish  the  papers  connected 
with  it  in  the  possession  of  the  Foreign  Office. 
We  cannot  but  regret  this  decision.  Although 
we  can  understand  the  anxiety  displayed  by 
the  champions  of  the  Anglo-Russian  entente  not 
to  offend  susceptibilities  in  St.  Petersburg  by 
officially  drawing  attention  to  a  particularly  dark 
corner  of  Darkest  Russia,  from  our  point  of  view 
it  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  the  papers  should 
be  made  public.  In  the  first  place  it  is  only  fair 
to  Miss  Malecka  that  this  should  be  done,  in  view 
of  the  attacks  that  have  been  made  upon  her  in 
a  section  of  the  English  Press  and  by  one  or  two 
Members  of  Parliament.  True,  Sir  Edward 
Grey  has  already  given  us  some  idea  of  his 
opinion  of  the  case  by  declaring  his  belief, 
after  reading  the  report  of  the  trial,  that 
the  sentence  passed  upon  Miss  Malecka  was 
unwarranted  ;  but  it  is  clear  from  a  question  put 
in  the  House  of  Commons  as  recently  as  last 
Tuesday  that  this  expression  of  belief  has  not 
convinced  men  like  Sir  J.  D.  Rees  of  Miss 
Malecka's  innocence  of  any  real  offence,  and  until 
that  is  officially  vindicated  mud  of  a  similar  kind 
will  continue  to  be  thrown. 

But  the  publication  of  the  documents  would 
serve  a  still  more  useful — and  indeed  a  necessary — 
purpose.  It  is  urgently  needed  for  the  informa- 
tion and  guidance  of  other  British  subjects  who 
may  propose  to  visit  Russia.  Very  little  is  known 
in  this  country  of  the  intricacies,  or  indeed  of  the 
broad  features,  of  the  Russian  law.  That  system 
is  unique  in  its  comprehensiveness.  In  Russia, 
alone  among  civilised  countries,  the  mere  expres- 
sion of  philosophic  opinions  which  are  unsym- 
pathetic to  the  existing  regime  is  a  criminal 
offence,  punishable  with  the  full  barbarity  of  the 
law.  To  Englishmen,  of  course,  it  would  appear 
the  height  of  madness  to  suggest  that  a  Russian 
who  came  over  here  and  in  the  course  of  casual 
conversation  uttered  the  opinion  that  the  Irish 
question  would  best  be  settled  by  Separation 
ought  to  be  sentenced  to  penal  servitude.  And 
yet  the  Russian  law  includes  such  conduct  in  the 
category  of  crimes.  There  is  no  necessity  to 
prove  participation  in  activity  that  is  regarded 
as  subversive  of  the  existing  order ;  for  the 
purposes  of  the  police  and  the  judicial  authorities 
one's  known  opinions  and  theoretical  ideals  are 
quite  sufficient,  and  arrest  is  almost  inevitably 
followed  by  the  Katorga.  It  must  not  be  sup- 
posed that  in  convicting  Miss  Malecka  the 
Russian  officials  were  contravening,  or  even 
straining,  the  law  of  their  own  country  ;  that  law 
is  so  constructed  as  to  render  it  equal  to  any 
situation,  and  in  Miss  Malecka's  case  everything 
was  in  good  Russian  order.  With  the  best  inten- 
tions in  the  world,  it  is  possible  for  the  unsus- 
pecting visitor  to  fall  foul  of  the  police  at  every 
turn  :  and  unles3  his  case  happens  to  attract 
public  attention  in  this  country  it  is  certain  to 
go  very  hardly  with  him.  The  Malecka  affair 
was  not   the   first  of   its  kind,  and  until  the 


Russian  law  is  amended  if  is  not  likely  to  be  the 
last.  That  is  why  the  publication  of  the  official 
papers  on  this  case  should,  be  insisted  upon  in  the 
interests  of  the  British  n».;ion  at  large  ;  and  that 
is  why  our  pleasure  at  Mi  s  Malecka's  release  is 
gravely  tempered  by  the'  reflection  that,  except 
in  one  personal  particular  it  alters  nothing  at  all. 

There  is  another  aspect  of  the  case  which  calls 
for  elucidation ;  we  refec  to  the  question  of 
nationality.  Has  the  Russian  Government, 
tacitly  or  otherwise,  acknc  wledged  Miss  Malecka 
to  be  a  British  subject  w  aen  on  Russian  terri- 
tory ?  Before  the  trial,  it  will  be  remembered, 
the  claim  was  that,  being  the  daughter  of  a  Pole 
whose  naturalisation  in  I  ngland  did  not  receive 
the  express  sanction  of  the  Russian  Government, 
the  prisoner,  as  soon  as  she  entered  the  Russian 
Empire,  assumed  the  status  of  a  subject  of  the 
Tsar.  We  have  already  pointed  out  how 
intolerable  this  antiquated  claim  is,  and  how  pre- 
carious it  makes  the  position  of  all  foreigners 
visiting  Russia  who  may  prove  to  be  descended 
even  remotely  from  a  Russian  ancestor.  But  it 
is  by  no  means  clear  that  the  Russian  authorities 
have  stood  their  ground :  we  understand  that 
the  description  of  the  prisoner  in  the  official 
indictment  as  a  British  subject  has  been  allowed 
to  remain,  and  the  fact  that  Miss  Malecka  has 
been  expelled  from  the  Russian  Empire  certainly 
seems  to  imply  that  she  is  pot  accounted  a  Russian 
citizen.  We  do  not  know  'a  iiu«sia  stiil  claims 
the  ancient  right  to  banish  any  of  her  own 
citizens  by  way  of  punishment,  but  we  believe 
we  are  correct  in  saying  that  in  modern  times  no 
such  penalty  has  ever  been  inflicted  on  a  Russian 
convicted  of  any  offence,  political  or  otherwise. 
The  raising  of  this  question  in  regard  to  a  case 
that  has  attracted  universal  attention  provides 
a  fitting  occasion  for  holding  an  international 
conference,  at  which  this  and  other  vexed  points 
in  the  law  of  nationality  might  be  finally  settled. 


DEPUTIES    IN  FLIGHT. 


Social    Democrats    Forced    to  Leave 
Russia    to    Avoid  Arrest. 


The  Social  Democratic  members  of  the  Duma  are 
making  hasty  preparations  to  leave  Russia  before  the 
Duma  is  closed  ;  otherwise  they  will  be  liable  to  be 
arrested  for  belonging  to  that  party,  since  with  the 
dissolution  of  the  Duma  their  immunity  will  come  to 
an  end.  Deputy  Kuznetsoff  has  already  left  for 
Canada,  and  his  colleagues  are  going  to  other 
countries. 


THE   LENA  INQUIRY. 


On  June  ioth  Senator  Manukhin,  who  has  been 
appointed  to  conduct  the  Lena  inquiry,  left  Irkutsk 
on  horseback  for  the  Lena  mines,  accompanied  by 
his  staff.  The  Governor  of  Irkutsk,  the  Procurator  of 
the  High  Court,  and  the  head  of  the  Gendarmerie 
started  for  Bodaybo  at  the  same  time. 

Before  starting  Senator  Manukhin  had  an  inter- 
view with  Dr.  E.  N.  Koreneff,  who  is  the  author  of  an 
important  work  on  the  gold  mines  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Yakutsk.  In  his  book  Dr.  Koreneff  describes 
in  detail  the  conditions  at  the  mines  of  the  Lena 
Company,  where  he  denounces  the  workmen's  dwell- 
ings as  being  unfit  for  habitation.  At  most  of  the 
mines  the  married  and  the  single  live  in  the  same 
barracks.  Over  76  per  cent,  of  the  workmen  live  in 
barracks  where  the  accommodation  i?  less  than  6ft. 
square  for  each  person.  The  insanitary  conditions 
are  intensified  by  the  laundry  work  being  done  on 
the  living  premises.  Maladies  are  prevalent,  and  the 
workmen  are  glad  to  get  away  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. The  number  of  permanent  workmen  is  rela- 
tively small. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


Detailed  Description  of  the  Kieff  Murder 
Published. 


A   GANG   OF  ROBBERS. 


An  important  article  on  the  Yuschinsky  case  has 
appeared  in  the  Kievlahiri,  a  Conservative  paper 
whose  policy  is  generally  the  reverse  of  friendly 
towards  the  Jew;.  The  article  gives  in  detail  the 
facts  with  regard  to  the  murder  communicated  to  the 
authoriiies  by  the  journalist  M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky, 
who  himself  obtained  them  from  the  former  head  of 
the  Kieff  Detective  Department,  M.  Krassovsky. 
These  statements,  which  point  to  a  gang  of  male- 
factors as  the  authors  of  the  crime  attributed  to  the 
Jew  Beilis,  are  confirmed  by  a  number  of  witnesses, 
and  the  Kicvlanin  calls  upon  the  Government  either 
to  verify  or  to  disprove  them.  If  they  are  found  to 
be  true,  it  urges  the  authorities  to  do  their  duty  in 
order  to  prevent  a  terrible  miscarriage  of  justice. 

According  to  the  information  gathered  by  M. 
Krassvosky,  the  murder  was  carried  out  at  the 
inspiration  of  a  woman  named  Vera  Tcheberyak,  who 
acted  as  receiver  to  a  gang  of  thieves  and  robbers. 
Her  lodgings  were  frequently  visited  by  Andrew 
Yuschinsky,  who  was  a  friend  of  her  son,  Eugen. 
The  two  boys  knew  a  good  deal  of  what  was  going 
on  around  them,  and  Yuschinsky  was  frequently  sent 
on  errands  by  the  members  of  the  gang. 

The  Gang  Alarmed. 

The  boys  quarrelled,  and  Yuschinsky  threatened  to 
inform  the  police  of  what  was  going  on  at  Tcheber- 
yak's  lodgings.  As  chance  would  have  it,  shortly 
afterwards  several  members  of  the  gang  were 
detained  by  the  police,  and  a  search  was  made  at 
Tcheberyak's  rooms.  Suspecting  Yuschinsky  to  have 
acted  as  informer,  the  terrified  gang  resolved  to  do 
away  with  him.  Their  original  plan  was  to  drown 
him  in  a  pit  situated  near  the  cave  where  his  body 
was  actually  found.  But  this  proved  impracticable, 
as  Yuschinsky  had  become  suspicious,  and  it  proved 
difficult  to  lure  him  to  such  a  lonely  place.  It  was 
then  decided  to  kill  him  at  Tcheberyak's  lodgings. 
The  perpetration  of  the  deed  was  assigned  to  her 
brother,  Signayevsky,  with  two  men  named  Rudzinsky 
and  Latysheff,  while  the  others  were  to  assist  in 
destroying  the  traces  of  the  crime. 

Torture  and  Murder. 

On  the  evening  of  March  24th  Tcheberyak  took 
her  three  children  to  her  mother's,  where  they  were 
to  stay  for  the  night.  The  next  morning,  when 
Yuschinsky  called  at  eight  o'clock,  the  murderers,  who 
were  lying  in  wait,  threw  themselves  upon  him, 
gagged  him,  and  dragged  him  into  the  bedroom. 
Tcheberyak  kept  watch  on  the  staircase,  and  another 
woman,  Byeloozerova,  in  the  street.  The  men 
tortured  the  boy  before  killing  him,  piercing  his  body 
all  over  with  an  awl.  When  they  had  finished  they 
wrapped  up  the  dead  body  in  a  carpet,  carried  it  into 
the  parlour,  and  placed  it  under  the  sofa.  During 
the  night  they  buried  the  body  in  the  cellar,  and 
the  three  murderers  then  departed.  The  woman 
Tcheberyak,  however,  was  haunted  by  the  phantom 
of  the  victim,  and  at  her  request  two  other  members 
of  the  gang,  Manzelevsky  and  Motsiak,  dug  out  the 
body  and,  with  the  Help  of  a  man  known  as  "  Yitka 
the  Shaved,"  carried  it  to  the  cave  where  it  was 
found  by  the  police  on  April  2nd,  191 1. 


THE  "RUSSKOE  ZNAMYA "  AGAIN. 

The  Russkoe  Znamya,  the  organ  of  the  Union  of 
the  Russian  People,  is  still  indefatigable  in  its 
"ritual  murder"  campaign.  Here  is  a  characteristic 
passage  from  one  of  its  latest  articles  on  the 
subject  : — 

"Andrew  Yuschinsky  was  pierced  all  over  with 
knives  in  those  parts  of  the  body  which  facilitate  the 
effusion  of  the  blood,  and  no  blood  was  found  in  the 
corpse.  This  has  been  established  by  the  medical 
reports,  so  that,  with  the  best  desire,  nobody  can 
deny  it.  The  jury  have  to  certify  it,  and  only  then 
comes  the  secondary  question  as  to  whether  it  was 
the  Jew  Beilis  who  committed  the  ritual  murder,  or 
the  Jew  Hessen,  or  some  other  Jew,  since  ritual 
murders  are  committed  by  Jews  alone." 


DAUKKST  RUSSIA. 
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RUSSIAN    SECRET    POLICE  IN 
ENGLAND. 


Strange  Light  on  the  Inner  Meaning  of 
the  Malecka  Case. 

A   SEQUEL   TO  HOUNDSDITCH. 


Now  that  the  first  feeling  of  relief  at  Miss 
Malecka's  return,  safe  and  sound,  to  her  own  country 
is  over,  one  cannot  but  wonder  whether  this  extra- 
ordinary case,  the  details  of  which  are  so  singular 
and  so  perplexing,  is  merely  an  accidental  occur- 
rence or  has  some  inner  meaning. 

The  obstinacy  with  which  the  Russian  authorities 
insisted  on  the  trial  of  Miss  Malecka,  whose  "crime  " 
could  not  have  been  considered,  even  by  them,  of 
any  importance  :  the  readiness  with  which  the 
doors  of  the  court  were  thrown  open  to  the  public — 
the  first  time  such  a  thing  has  occurred  in  Poland, 
where  political  cases  are  always  tried  in  camera  — 
although  the  absence  of  proof  of  guilt  was  evident 
from  the  first  ;  the  severity  of  the  sentence  pro- 
nounced upon  the  prisoner,  and  the  promptitude 
with  which  it  was  commuted  to  mere  expulsion — 
what  was  the  meaning  of  all  this  when  it  would 
have  been  simpler,  and  more  in  accordance  with  the 
usual  Russian  practice,  to  expel  an  undesirable  alien 
at  once  ? 

Justifying  the  "  Entente." 

It  is  possible  that  the  answer  to  this  question  might 
be  arrived  at  after  a  study  of  the  papers  which  Sir 
Edward  Grey  once  promised  to  publish,  but  is  now 
anxious  to  consign  to  obscurity.  In  their  absence  we 
are  driven  to  seek  the  truth  in  our  own  conjectures, 
formed  with  the  help  of  the  significant  facts  already 
mentioned  and  others  gathered  from  similar  past 
events.  In  this  connection  the  warning  uttered  by 
Sir  Edward  Grev  to  British  subjects  not  to  interfere 
in  political  questions  when  in  foreign  countries  is 
especially  enlightening.  If  in  this  country  the 
Russian  entente  is  not  received  with  open  arms  by 
that  section  of  the  English  people  who  see  in  the 
government  of  Russia  an  expression  of  views  and 
ideas  the  exact  opposite  of  those  which  they  believe 
gove  n  this  country,  it  must  also  be  said  that  in 
Russia  there  is  considerable  doubt  of  the  desirability 
of  the  entente  among  a  very  different  section  of 
society,  for  very  much  the  same  reasons.  This 
section,  the  most  influential  in  Court  circles,  would 
prefer  friendship  with  German}',  upon  whose  support 
they  think  they  can  more  surelv  count  for  the 
strengthening  and  perpetuation  of  the  Autocratic 
system. 

In  promoting  this  friendlv  understanding  with 
England  the  Russian  reactionary  Government  is 
keeping  in  step  with  a  portion  of  the  Liberal  forces, 
such  as  they  are  in  Russia  ;  while,  in  responding, 
the  British  Liberal  Government  is  leaning  for  support 
mainly  on  the  Conservative  party.  The  task  of 
neither  Government,  therefore,  is  an  easy  one  ;  and 
it  is  important,  in  order  to  justify  their  policy,  to  have 
some  proof  of  mutual  friendship. 

Analogy  of  the  Franco-Hussian  Alliance. 

For  the  Russian  Government,  whose  main  care  is 
the  preservation  of  the  Autocracy,  the  best  such  proof 
is  willingness  to  help  in  the  suppression  of  the  move- 
ment for  freedom  in  Russia,  and,  to  point  the  moral, 
it  will  perhaps  be  useful  in  this  connection  to  recall 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  Franco-Russian 
Alliance  was  concluded.  After  everything  was  pre- 
pared, and  the  fleets  of  both  nations  had  exchanged 
courtesies,  Alexander  III.  still  hesitated  to  pronounce 
the  word  "alliance"  only  because  of  the  traditional 
policy  of  the  French  Government,  which  had  always 
treated  Russian  refugees  with  consideration  and 
refused  officially  to  recognise  the  Russian  secret 
police  in  France.  To  give  the  French  Government 
an  opportunity  to  prove  its  devotion  to  the  ruler  of 
Russia,  an  agent- provocateur \  Landesen,  under  the 
puidance  of  the  director  of  the  Department  of 
Police,  Ratchkovsky,  appeared  in  Paris,  made 
acquaintance  with  some  Russian  refugees  there, 
found  a  pretext  to  deposit  bombs  in  their  lodgings, 
and  then  denounced  them  to  the  French  police.  He 
disappeared  at  once,  but  the  plot  was  so  transparent 
that  the  French  Government,  though  with  some  com- 
punction, handed  the  prisoners  over  to  the  Correc- 
tional Tribunal  on  a  charge  of  making  explosves  with- 
out permission,  seeing  clearly  that  a  trial  by  jury  on 
a  charge  of  plotting  against  the  life  of  the  Tsar  could 
not  fail  to  establish  their  innocence.  They  were 
severely  sentenced ;  and  this  episode  served  to 
justify  the  recognition  of  the  Russian  secret  police. 

The  Russian  Government  was  now  satisfied,  and 
Alexander  III.,  with  the  words  "  I  see  now  there  is  a 
Government  in  France,"  accepted  the  Alliance.  A 
few  years  later  Landesen  reappeared  in  Paris  as  head 
of  the  Russian  secret  police  there,  under  the  name  of 


Hal  ting,  and  was  honoured  with  the  decoration  of 
the  Legion  of  Honour. 

Almost  the  same  thing  happened  in  Belgium  at 
the  time  of  the  influx  of  Belgian  capital  into  Russia. 
A  certain  Jagolkovsky,  aK-r  instigating  the  committal 
of  two  murders,  mysteriously  disappeared,  and, 
although  condemned  bv  a  Belgian  tribunal  by 
default,  is  now  living  safely  in  Russia,  without  even 
changing  his  name,  on  a  pension  from  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Houndsditch  Affair. 

Taking  these  as  samples  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment's method  of  testing  friendship,  some  light  may 
perhaps  be  thrown  on  the  real  meaning  behind  the 
Malecka  case,  which  may  be  regarded  as  a  second 
step,  the  Houndsditch  affair  being  the  first.  Exa- 
mining the  latter  closely,  we  can  trace  in  it  all  the 
features  of  the  crimes  promoted  by  Russian  agents 
provocateurs — an  abundant  supply  of  all  the  neces- 
sary equipment  of  weapons  and  tools,  and  the 
subsequent  complete  disappearance  of  the  chief  insti- 
gator, in  this  case  "  Peter  the  Painter."  The  public 
opinion  of  England,  where  so  many  Russian  refugees 
had  received  kindly  shelter,  was,  as  we  know,  pro- 
foundly affected  but  we  do  not  know  what  steps 
were  taken  by  the  English  Government  to  help  the 
Russian  secret  police.  In  the  Malecka  case  there  is 
one  specially  interesting  feature — namely,  the  report 
of  the  secret  police  in  London  that  her  house  was 
frequented  by  Polish  emigrants  here.  Who  can  say 
that  this  report  was  not  furnished  by  "  Peter  the 
Painter,"  who  might  conceivably  be  chief  of  the 
secret  police  here  as  Landesen  was  in  Paris  ? 

But  the  Russian  Government  was  not  satisfied  with 
discrediting  the  Russian  refugees  in  London  and 
securing  the  help  of  the  British  Government  against 
its  own  revolutionary  subjects  in  England  ;  it  wanted 
also  to  secure  itself  against  British  subjects  who 
might  encourage  revolutionists  in  Russia.  The 
Malecka  case  gave  the  required  opportunity  for  the 
British  Foreign  Office  to  show  its  attitude,  and,  so 
far  as  we  can  gather  from  Sir  Edward  Grey's  con- 
cluding statement,  the  entente  will  continue  to 
flourish. 

L.  R. 


THE    WAYS    OF  RUSSIAN 
CONSULS. 


How  they  Look  after  their  Countrymen 
Abroad. 


Russian  Consuls  abroad  receive  considerable  sums 
of  money  for  philanthropic  purposes,  such  as  the 
relief  of  their  distressed  countrymen  ;  but  no  account 
is  ever  given  of  the  manner  in  which  these  funds  are 
spent. 

Some  light  was  thrown  on  this  matter  bv  a  speech 
recently  delivered  in  the  Duma  by  M.  Rosanoff,  a 
Nationalist  Deputy.  According  to  his  statement, 
about  five  hundred  Russian  pilgrims  arrived  at 
Smyrna  from  Palestine,  after  being  considerably 
delayed  through  the  Italo-Turkish  war.  Their  mone- 
tary resources  were  exhausted,  and  on  the  vovage 
they  suffered  from  want  of  food.  At  Smyrna  they 
applied  to  the  Russian  Consul,  M.  Calu,  to  whom  thev 
sent  a  deputation.  The  deputation  was  refused  admis- 
sion on  the  pretext  that  the  Consul  was  too  busv.  In 
despair,  the  pilgrims  decided  to  approach  the  Consul 
en  masse,  and  104  of  them  went  to  his  Inuse. 

At  the  door  they  were  received  bv  the  Consul's 
wife,  attired  in  a  ball  dress,  who  loaded  them  with 
insults.  The  tumult  which  ensued  brought  the  Consul 
on  the  scene,  "  I  will  have  you  clapped  in  prison,'' 
he  cried,  and.  brandishing  a  revolver,  added.  "  I  have 
the  right  to  shoot  all  of  you  if  you  persist.  Go  to  the 
devil  !  "    These  were  his  final  words. 

M.  Rosanoff  concluded  his  speech,  amid  general 
applause,  as  follows  : — 

"There  we  have  the  psychology  of  our  Okhrana 
officials,  of  M.  Kulabko,  of  Kieff,  and  M.  Treschenkoff, 
of  the  Lena  Mines,  who  answer  lawful  demands  with 
ball-cartridge.  We  are  used  to  it  here  in  Russia,  but 
is  it  not  possible,  for  I  he  good  name  of  Russia,  at 
least  to  change  these  customs  abroad  ?" 

The  conduct  of  the  Consul  at  Smyrna  is  all  the 
more  scandalous  because,  as  a  member  of  the  Society 
for  the  Relief  of  Orthodox  Pilgrims,  he  has  consider- 
able sums  at  his  disposal  for  the  benefit  of  these  poor 
wayfarers.  It  may  be  added  that  action  of  a  similar 
character  on  the  part  of  Russian  Consuls  is  by  no 
means  uncommon  in  more  civilised  parts  of  the  world, 
and  in  many  cases  Russian  citizens  have  been  com- 
pelled to  apply  to  the  Consuls  of  other  countries  for 
protection  against  the  exactions  of  their  own  Consul. 


Advocate  Jacobson,  a  Jew,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  first  Duma,  has  been  sentenced  by  the  District 
Court  at  Slonim  to  a  fine  of  100  roubles,  with  the 
alternative  of  one  month's  imprisonment,  on  the 
charge  of  using  a  Christian  name  on  the  plate  fixed 
to  the  door  of  his  residence. 


RUSSIAN  NATIONALISM. 


The    New    Gospel    According    to  M. 
Gutchkoff. 


[From  Olr  Own-  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersui  r*,,  Ji  ve  131H. 

In  spite  of  all  apprehensions  and  anxieties,  the 
monument  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  III.  has  iust 
been  unveiled  at  Moscow  in  the  presence  of  the'I  -ar. 
As  is  customary  with  such  functions  in  Russia,  the 
celebration  was  of  a  stiff,  official  character.  The 
precautionary  measures  taken  by  the  police  were  so 
far-reaching  that,  owing  to  a  sudden  change  of  the 
arrangements,  even  the  Premier's  carriage  was  on 
one  occasion  not  allowed  to  pass.  Contrary  to  the 
original  decision,  the  representatives  of  the  majority 
parties  in  the  Duma  were  admitted,  to  the  number  of 
fifty.  They  gave  vent  to  their  gratitude  bv  means  of 
a  banquet,  at  which  the  Octobrist  leader,  M.  Gutch- 
koff, celebrated  the  memory  of  Alexander  III.  in  a 
diplomatically-worded  speech — by  no  means  an  easy 
task  for  him  since  he  had  to  admit  that  he  had 
belonged  to  the  Liberal  Opposition  during  the  reign 
of  that  monarch.  He  considered  it  a  great  merit  in 
the  father  of  the  present  Emperor  that  he  had  been 
the  founder  of  the  present  Nationalism,  although  in 
other  respects  he  had  not  been  free  from  grave  faults, 
which  the  Duma  had  to  remove  repeatedly  when 
drafting  new  laws. 

It  would  appear,  however,  that  Nationalism,  too, 
especially  in  its  present  limited  and  narrow-minded 
variety,  was  a  political  fault  not  less  grave  than  the 
other  faults  of  the  reactionary  period  which  set  in 
with  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Alexander  III. 
The  Orthodox  religion  was  then  considered  to  be  the 
purest  expression  of  the  Russian  national  spirit. 
Pobiedonostzeff  pronounced  it — although,  according 
to  his  own  statement,  Russian  peasants  are  not  even 
Christians,  but  half  heathen — to  be  the  corner-stone 
of  the  national  Russian  State,  and  there  was  nothing 
he  feared  more  than  the  spread  of  education  in  the 
villages.  Now  even  the  most  stubborn  reactionaries 
do  not  believe  any  more  in  Pobiedonostzeff  s 
doctrines,  but  adherence  to  the  Orthodox  faiih  is  still 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Nationalists  the  only  safe  criterion 
which  entitles  citizens  to  full  rights,  whilst  all  others 
are  to  be  restricted  in  their  political  and  even  in  iheir 
civil  rights.  It  may,  after  all,  be  understood  why  the 
adventurers,  bred  and  pampered  by  Stolypin,  who 
call  themselves  Nationalists  stubbornly  cling  to  such 
prejudices,  which  form  the  sole  articles  of  their 
faith.  But  M.  Gutchkoff  is  the  leader  of  a  political 
group  which  derives  its  name  from  the  October 
Manifesto — that  document  which,  for  the  first  time, 
promised  the  rights  of  liberty  and  the  equality  of 
nationalities.  True,  the  greatest  part  of  its  promises 
have  not  been  fulfilled,  but  certainly  this  can- 
not provide  the  Octobrists  with  any  reason  for 
adopting  empty  Nationalist  formulae  and  lauding 
them  as  a  new  Gospel. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  Russian  Nation- 
alism has  not  only  made  no  progress  since  the  time 
of  Alexander  III.,  but  has  decidedly  sunk  to  a  lower 
level.  It  has,  as  it  were,  worked  out  its  own  degenera- 
tion. Whilst  for  Pobiedonostzeff  the  Russian  peasant 
constituted  the  essence  of  Russian  national  virtues 
and  the  main  pillar  of  the  State,  it  is  now  the  noble- 
man from  Kursk  or  Bessarabia  who  is  considered  to 
form  the  national  creative  strength.  But  the  noble- 
man's opinion  of  the  State  is  :  I.'Etdt,  e'esi  nun.  The 
ideal  of  the  State,  having  changed  into  an  ideal  of 
classes,  has  become  even  narrower  than  it  was. 


RUSSIA   AND  FINLAND. 

Cabinet's  Contemptuous  Treatment  of 
Finnish  Diet's  Petitions. 

The  Council  of  Ministers  has  had  under  considera- 
tion two  petitions  from  the  Finnish  Diet  relating 
respectively  to  associations  and  to  the  operations  of 
foreign  credit  institutions  in  Finland.  The  Finnish 
Governor-General  had  directed  that  these  petitions 
should  be  submitted  to  his  Majesty  not  through  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Finland,  but  through  the 
Council  of  Ministers,  as  matters  of  Imperial  concern. 

Conforming  to  the  Governor-General's  view,  the 
Council  of  Ministers  ruled  that,  pursuant  to  the  Law 
of  June  30th,  1910,  the  questions  raised  by  the  Fin- 
nish Diet  came  under  the  head  of  Imperial  legisla- 
tion, with  regard  to  which  the  initiative  exclusively 
belonged  to  the  Sovereign  power.  In  taking  cogni- 
sance of  those  matters  the  Diet  had  clearlv  committed 
an  illegality,  encroaching  upon  the  prerogative  of  the 
Sovereign  as  well  as  on  the  functions  of  the  Council 
of  State  and  of  the  State  Duma. 

The  Council  of  State  therefore  declined  to  consider 
the  petitions  on  their  merits,  as  being  legally  invalid, 
and  decided  that  the  case  demanded  not  merely  a 
rejection  of  the  requests,  but  also  an  expression  of 
disapproval  of  the  Finnish  Diet's  action  by  means  of 
a  resolution  drafted  to  that  effect. 
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NOTES. 


Shades  of  the  Prison-house. 

With  the  approaching  dissolution  of  the  Duma 
the  farce  of  Russian  politics  enters  upon  one  of 
its  most  characteristic  acts.  The  Social  Demo- 
cratic Deputies,  who  as  members  of  the  assembly 
enjoyed  immunity  from  arrest  on  the  ground  of 
their  convictions,  are  making  all  haste  to  get  out 
of  the  country.  If  they  remain  in  Russia  after 
the  Duma  has  been  dissolved  their  immunity  will 
have  vanished,  and  they  may  be  imprisoned  on 
the  charge  of  belonging  to  a  party  which  aims  at 
an  alteration  of  the  existing  condition  of  affairs. 
This,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  fate  of  their 
predecessors  in  the  second  Duma,  the  survivors 
of  whom  are  still  undergoing  the  tortures  of 
prison  ;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  law  will  not  be  allowed  to  take  its  coui'se  in 
the  case  of  the  Social  Democratic  members  of 
the  present  Duma.  This  means,  of  course,  not 
only  that  they  will  be  prevented  from  taking 
part  in  the  General  Election,  but  that  they  are 
exiled  from  Russia  for  life,  or  until  the  law  is 
reformed.  The  task  of  cleansing  the  Augean 
stable  of  Russian  legislation  is  clearly  one  which 
might  cause  even  a  super- Hercules  to  despair. 


Muzzled. 

Dr.  Hagberg  Wright's  letter  to  the  papers  on 
the  suppression  of  news  and  views  about  Russia 
in  the  English  Press  voices  a  grievance  to  which 
utterance  has  already  been  given  in  these 
columns.  If  any  justification  of  his  complaint 
were  required  it  might  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  letter  containing  it  has  not  found  its  way 
into  those  papers  which  are  the  most  prominent 
offenders  in  this  respect.  In  acting  as  the  tool 
of  the  diplomatists  to  this  extent  the  Press  is 
losing  much  of  its  reputation  for  independence 
and  fair-mindedness,  and  with  it,  necessarily, 
much  of  its  influence.  This  "  conspiracy  of 
silence,"  as  Dr.  Wright  terms  it,  is  clearly 
designed  to  mislead  public  opinion.  The  Times, 
which  always  takes  especial  care  to  present 
Russian  affairs  in  the  most  favourable  light, 
declared  in  a  leading  article  last  week  that  anti- 
Russian  opinion  lias  long  been  recognised  in  this 
country  to  be  "  a  negligible  minority."  But 
when  it  is  found  so  necessary  to  withhold  infor- 
mation that  is  uncomplimentary  to  Russia  and 
to  muzzle  anti-Russian  opinion,  the  "  minority  " 
cannot  be  quite  so  "  negligible  "  as  we  are  invited 
to  believe. 


Hope  for  Beilis. 

The  revelations  with  regard  to  the  Yuschinsky 
murder  published  in  the  Kievlaniu  a  few  days 
ago  have  long  been  known  both  to  the  authorities 
and  to  the  public.  Indeed,  it  was  on  the  very 
lines  indicated  in  this  detailed  statement  that 
action  was  first  taken  by  the  police  when  the 
crime  was  discovered.  That  was  before  the 
"  Black  Hundred "  politicians  and  newspapers 
made  the  case  their  own,  and  transformed  the 
outrage  from  a  murder  committed  by  a  gang  of 
thieves  of  whose  doings  Yuschinsky  had  too 
much  knowledge  into  one  carried  out  by  a  Jew 


for  ritual  purposes.  The  "  Black  Hundred  " 
gentry  were  loyally  backed  up  by  the  Minister 
of  Justice,  with  the  result  that  the  persons  first 
arrested  were  set  free,  and  Beilis  has  been  kept 
in  prison  for  over  a  year  awaiting  a  trial  to  which 
the  authorities,  apparently,  are  not  looking 
forward.  Significant  of  the  attitude  consistently 
adopted  by  the  Minister  of  Justice  in  this  affair 
is  the  latest  news  that  Ml  Krassovsky,  the  former 
head  of  the  Criminal  Police  at  Kieff,  whose 
investigations  resulted  in  the  disclosures  now 
made  in  the  Kievhtuin,  is  to  be  prosecuted  for 
some  alleged  disciplinary  offence  committed  by 
him  long  ago,  before  he  quitted  his  post.  There 
are,  however,  hopeful  signs  that  the  official 
prosecution  of  Beilis  is  on  its  last  legs,  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  case  will  ever  come  into 
court. 


The  Lena  Inquiry. 

We  have  already  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  official  investigation  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  Lena  affair  will  be  a  hollow  sham.  Our 
view  (which  was  not  shared  at  the  time  by  the 
Russian  Press)  finds  ample  confirmation  in  the 
fact  that  Captain  Treschenkoff,  the  hero  of  the 
massacre,  has  been  withdrawn  from  his  post. 
This  form  of  "  punishment."  of  course,  will 
enable  the  gallant  Captain  to  leave  the  district 
before  Senator  Manukhin,  who  is  to  hold  the 
inquiry,  arrives ;  he  will  thus  avoid  having  to 
answer  any  such  inconvenient  question  (if.  indeed, 
the  massacre  is  held  to  come  within  the  scope  of 
the  investigator's  functions)  as  why  he  ordered 
the  soldiers  to  fire  upon  a  peaceful  crowd  of 
unarmed  workmen.  We  further  note  that  the 
head  of  the  Police  Department  in  St.  Petersburg 
has  ordered  all  workmen  on  the  Lena  mines  who 
have  not  accepted  the  conditions  of  employment 
offered  by  the  Company  to  be  dealt  with  as 
"persons  without  definit.Q.sOCCupation  "  ;  these 
strikers  are  to  be  called  upon  to  draw  their  pay 
within  a  week  and  to  leave  the  goldfields,  failing 
which  they  will  be  expelled  by  force.  Apart 
from  the  gross  injustice  of  this  form  of  Govern- 
ment intimidation,  and  of  the  attempt  to  force 
the  miners  to  accept  conditions  the  true  nature 
of  which  is  described  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  is 
this,  we  wonder,  but  another  move  in  the  game 
of  burking  the  inquiry  by  getting  out  of  the  way 
all  those  whose  evidence  would  be  of  value  ?  The 
Lena  inquiry  bids  fair  to  be  as  great  an  outrage 
as  the  massacre  itself. 


British  Jews  in  Russia. 

Writing  last  Tuesday  in  reply  to  a  question 
addressed  to  him  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Sir 
Edward  Grey  touched  briefly  on  the  rights  of 
British  Jews  visiting  Russia.  His  statement, 
which  is  marked  both  by  pusillanimity  and  by 
confusion  of  thought,  does  not  hold  out  much 
hope  that  the  Foreign  Office  will  take  any  ade- 
quate action  in  this  important  matter.  Because 
the  representations  of  the  British  Embassy  in 
St.  Petersburg  have  in  recent  years  not  met 
with  a  sympathetic  reception,  Sir  Edward  Grey 
does  not  think  that  "  the  reopening  of  the  ques- 
tion would  be  attended  with  anj-  more  satisfac- 
tory result."  This  declaration  of  the  impotence 
of  British  diplomacy  is  not  very  flattering  to  us 
as  a  nation,  and  we  should  like  to  learn  what, 
if  any,  representations  have  been  made  on  this 
subject  since  the  establishment  of  the  Anglo- 
Russian  entente.  Sir  Fdward  Grey  proceeds  to 
quote  the  Treaty  of  1859,  the  first  article  of 
which  secures  to  British  subjects  the  right  of 
freely  entering  the  Russian  Empire,  with  the 
condition  that  they  shall  conform  to  the  police 
and  other  regulations  which  are  "  generally 
applicable  to  all  foreigners."  From  this  he  arrives 
at  the  strange  conclusion  that  "  unless  it  can  be 
shown  that  British  subjects  are  treated  less 
favourably  than  subjects  of  the  Jewish  faith  from 


other  countries,  his  Majesty's  Government  have 
no  Treaty  right  of  protest." 

The  "Implication"  Theory. 

We  do  not  see  how  such  an  interpretation  can 
possibly  be  placed  upon  the  wording  of  the 
article,  or  how  it  can  be  maintained  that  the 
expression  "  all  foreigners  "  can  be  regarded  as 
implying  "  all  foreigners  except  those  of  the 
Jewish  faith."  Supposing  that  the  Russian 
Government  suddenly  took  it  into  its  head  to 
impose  special  restrictions  as  to  the  rights  of 
residence,  commerce,  and  so  forth  upon,  let  us 
say,  Primitive  Methodists ;  would  the  British 
Government  consider  that  the  Treaty  of  1859 
gave  it  no  ground  for  interference  on  behalf  of 
its  Primitive  Methodist  subjects  who  visited 
Russia,  because  they  were  not  treated  less 
favourably  than  subjects  of  the  Primitive  Metho- 
dist faith  from  other  countries  ?  According  to 
this  reasoning,  even  members  of  the  Church  of 
England  might  by  some  future  act  of  the 
Russian  Government  be  subjected  to  special 
restrictions,  and  still  Great  Britain  would  have 
no  Treaty  right  of  protest.  It  cannot  be  held 
that  the  Treaty  of  1859  implied  the  exception  of 
Jewsfrom  the  general  body  of  Englishmen ;  at  that 
time  no  question  of  the  kind  had  arisen  between 
the  two  countries.  Further,  it  should  be  noted 
that  the  Treaty  between  Russia  and  Austria 
specifically  mentions  the  case  of  Jewish  visitors 
from  the  latter  country,  whose  disabilities  in 
Russia  are  made  the  subject  of  special  agree- 
ment ;  this  fact  by  itself  disposes  of  the  theory 
that  in  other  Treaties  the  exception  is  to  be 
taken  for  granted.  But,  whatever  plausibility 
may  be  claimed  for  the  assumption  that  Russia 
may  subject  Jewish  visitors  to  regulations  not  in 
force  against  foreigners  of  other  creeds,  there 
can  be  no  conceivable  defence  for  her  refusal  to 
viser  Jewish  passports.  Sir  Edward  Grey  does 
not  touch  in  his  reply  upon  this  question  of 
exclusion,  and  we  are  anxious  to  hear  how  he 
squares  the  Russian  authorities'  action  in  this 
respect  with  the  terms  of  the  Treaty. 

A  Bright  Spot. 

For  the  first  time  in  our  existence  we  are  able 
to  vary  our  chronicle  of  dark  events  in  Russia 
with  a  patch  of  brightness.    As  we  report  else- 
where, the  Duma  has  passed  a  Bill  by  which 
women  are  to  be  enabled  to  act  as  advocates  in 
the  Russian  Courts.    Without  identifying  our- 
selves with  any    party  in   latter-day  feminist 
politics,  w'e  are  certainly  entitled  to  regard  this 
step,  from  a  social  jsoint  of  view,  as  a  distinct 
mark  of  progress  ;  and  for  this  very  reason,  of 
course,  the  Bill  is  likely  to  be  thrown  out  by  the 
Council  of  State.    For  some  years  past  Russian 
women  have  enjoyed  a  very  fair  number  of  privi- 
leges :  they  are  allowed  to  practise  as  doctors  (not 
only  privately  but  in  the  Zemstvo  hospitals),  agri- 
cultural scientists,  architects,  engineers,  pharma- 
cists, and  so  forth,  while  latterly  they  have  even 
occupied  professorial  chairs  in  the  universities. 
Among  the  more  popular  classes  they  are  treated 
with  very  great  consideration,  and  in  the  villages 
they  are  frequently  to  be  found  acting  as  mayors 
of  communes.     While  gladly  admitting,  how- 
ever, that  in  this  respect  Russia  is  very  consider- 
ably advanced,  we  cannot  but  sorrowfully  com- 
pare the  position  of  Russian  women  in  general 
with  that  of  Russian  Jewesses  in  particular  ;  the 
latter,  as  we  would  once  again  remind  our  readers, 
may  only  exercise  one    profession  outside  the 
Pale — that  of  a  prostitute.    And  it  is  very  dis- 
heartening to  reflect  that  while  the  Duma  takes 
steps  to  admit  Russian  women  to  the  Bar  Jewish 
men  are  still  practically  prevented  from  follow-  . 
ing  a  legal  career  except  in  its  lowest  stages. 


A  prisoner  in  the  Kieff  correctional  division  named 
Daniloff  who  had  fallen  ill  asked  for  milk,  which 
was  refused.  When  he  started  knocking  in  order  to 
repeat  his  request  he  was  beaten  to  death  by  the 
warders. 
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AGENTS    OF  PROVOCATION. 


Incidents  in  the  Career  of  a  Political 
Police  Chief. 


The  visit  to  Russia  of  M.  Liipine,  the  Prefect  of 
the  Paris  police,  has  revived  in  the  Russian  Press  an 
interest  in  the  work  of  Ratchkovsky,  who  for  many 
years  was  head  of  the  Russian  political  police  in 
Paris,  kept  watch  over  Russian  refugees  there,  and 
fostered  Terrorist  tendencies  among  them.  The 
Vetchemee  Vretnya,  in  a  series  of  sketches,  has 
described  the  career  of  this  secret  agent,  whose  acts 
of  provocation  it  connects  with  the  beginning  of  the 
Franco-Russian  entente  and  the  visit  of  the  Russian 
fleet  to  Toulon.  Baron  Mohrenheim,  the  then  Ambas- 
sador in  Paris,  allowed  Ratchkovsky  to  establish  his 
headquarters  within  the  precincts  of  the  Embassy, 
next  to  the  offices  of  the  Russian  Consul-General. 
Ratchkovsky  got  the  wife  of  his  secretary,  Milevsky, 
to  open  a  Russian  restaurant  in  the  Latin  quarter  as 
a  trap  for  Russian  students  and  Radicals  generally. 
Through  one  of  his  agents,  Leo  Betner,  he  financed 
a  Terrorist  newspaper,  while  through  his  other  agent, 
Landesen  {alias  Harting),  he  established  a  laboratory 
for  explosives. 

He  had  a  friend  in  the  person  of  a  Dane  named 
Hansen,  an  employee  at  the  French  Ministry  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  who  tried  in  vain  to  induce  the 
French  Government  to  seize  bombs  at  the  places 
indicated  by  Ratchkovsky.  The  two  of  them  went 
to  Copenhagen  when  the  Imperial  Family  were  on  a 
visit  there.  From  Copenhagen  Hansen  reported  to 
the  French  Government  that  the  support  of  Russia 
could  be  gained  by  displaying  severity  towards  the 
Russian  refugees,  and  that,  as  a  token  of  gratitude 
on  the  part  of  the  Imperial  Government,  the  Russian 
fleet  would  pay  a  visit  to  a  French  port.  This  time 
the  bait  thrown  by  "  Papa  Hansen,"  as  he  used  to  be 
called  at  the  Quai  d'Orsay,  proved  effective,  and 
Ratchkovsky  had  his  way.  Bombs  were  seized  at 
the  lodgings  of  Russian  residents,  while  their  manu- 
facturer, Landesen,  made  a  timely  escape,  to  reappear 
in  Paris  some  years  afterwards  as  Ratchkovsky's 
successor  under  the  name  of  Harting. 

Later  on,  in  Russia,  Ratchkovsky  took  under  his 
protection  Father  Gapon,  the  hero  of  "  Red  Sunday," 
who  had  returned  to  St.  Petersburg.  He  told  Gapon 
that  his  talents  were  thrown  away  on  the  revolu- 
tionists, but  would  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
Government. 


THE   PALE   OF  SETTLEMENT. 


A  Dilatory  Committee. 


Two  years  have  elapsed  since  the  Duma  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Inviolability  of  the 
Person  a  motion  for  the  abolition  of  the  Pale,  with 
the  instruction  to  report  within  a  month  on  the  ques- 
tion of  its  desirability.  But  the  Committee  has  done 
nothing  in  the  matter  except  to  appoint  M.  Dmitru  - 
koff  as  its  reporter,  leaving  it  to  the  Deputies  to 
supply  it  with  material  concerning  the  Pale. 

On  June  8th  the  Duma  chairman,  Prince  Vol- 
konsky,  announced  the  introduction  by  thirty-seven 
members,  belonging  to  the  Socialist  and  Labour 
groups,  of  a  proposal  to  instruct  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  report  within  a  week  on  the  desirability  of 
a  Bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  restrictions  imposed 
upon  Jews  in  the  selection  of  their  residence  and  in 
moving  from  one  place  to  another. 

The  motion  was  adopted  without  any  discussion. 

Victims  of  Anti-Semitism. 

M.  Xovikoff,  the  former  Mayor  of  Baku  and 
author  of  'Ike  Memoirs  of  a  Mayor,  has  addressed  in 
the  Nedelia  an  open  letter  to  Count  Vladimir 
Bobrinsky.  In  it  he  declares  himself  unable  to 
understand  the  anti-Semitic  part  of  the  Count's 
Nationalist  programme. 

"  It  is  not/'  he  says,  "  the  bankers,  the  barristers, 
the  merchants,  and  the  writers  who  compete  with 
the  Russians  that  suffer.  The  sufferers  are  the  six 
millions  of  destitute  people  walled  up  in  the  Pale, 
who  are  too  honest  to  purchase  rights  by  baptism. 
They  are  walled  in,  and  for  this  all  the  Anti-Semites 
bear  the  moral  responsibility  as  accomplices  in  the 
crime. 

"The  percentage  ratio!  The  whole  twentieth 
century  is  seeking  after  the  light  of  science,  and, 
more  than  any  others,  the  Jews  are  seeking  light, 
knowledge,  and  truth.  But  you  do  not  allow  them 
to  succeed.  The  bankers  and  other  powerful  Jews 
will  manage  to  place  their  children  at  school  some- 
how, thanks  to — well,  no  matter  what.  But  those 
who  may  not  receive  the  light  are  the  miserable,  the 
poor,  the  destitute.  Do  you  know,  Count,  how  many 
tears  have  been  shed  by  Jewish  mothers  and  their 
children  themselves  over  the  percentage  ratio  ?  You 
are  not  a  pogrom-maker  ;  of  course,  this  would  go 
against  your  aristocratic  grain.  But  you  are  at  one 
with  the  pogrom-maker,  and  tela  dcteint  survou  !" 


WOMEN   AT  THE  BAR. 
Duma   Passes    Bill   for  their  Admission. 

By  an  overwhelming  majority  (to  which  only  the 
Extreme  Right  section,  led  by  M.  Purishkevitch,  was 
opposed)  the  Duma  has  sanctioned  the  admission  of 
women  possessing  a  university  diploma  to  the  ranks 
of  sworn  advocates. 

The  Russian  law  previously  contained  no  provision 
against  the  claim  of  women  to  practise  the  profession 
of  advocate.  There  was  merely  an  article  stating 
that  "women  may  not  act  as  private  attorneys  in  the 
courts."  It  was  by  way  of  extension  and  "  broad 
interpretation  "  that  M.  Scheglovitoff,  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  extracted  from  it  a  prohibition  against  women 
practising  at  the  Bar.  But  the  number  of  women 
claiming  the  right  has  increased  so  much  that  it  has 
become  impossible  to  uphold  this  Ministerial  pio- 
hibition.  Two  hundred  women  possess  the  higher 
diploma  of  juridical  science  ;  four  hundred  women- 
students  at  St.  Petersburg,  250  at  Moscow,  seventy 
at  Kharkov,  and  many  others  elsewhere  have  nearly 
finished  their  course.  A  group  of  Deputies  took  the 
initiative  of  debating  this  question  in  the  form  of  a 
legislative  proposal,  and  the  best  advocate  in  the 
Duma  on  behalf  of  the  women  advocates  was — the 
Minister  of  Justice  himself ! 

It  was  M.  Gerasimoff,  the  Moderate  Liberal,  who 
quoted  the  following  expression  of  opinion,  written 
out  and  signed  scarcely  five  years  ago  by  M.  Scheg- 
lovitoff, before  he  was  in  office  : — 

"  It  is  time  we  renounced  the  antiquated  prejudices 
which  obstruct  and  embarrass  our  existence.  We 
are  told  that  women  cannot  become  good  jurists. 
But  in  what  respect  is  the  legal  profession  more 
difficult  than  the  medical  ?  Woman  displays  in  all 
things  good  will,  perseverance,  sincerity,  and  savoir- 
faire,  and  these  qualities  make  her  a  valuable  social 
element.  It  is  my  opinion  that  we  ought  to  give 
women  a  free  path  in  this  new  legal  career.  I  am 
convinced  that  for  the  struggle  against  ignorance  and 
against  the  absence  of  rights  in  Russia  in  general 
the  Russian  woman  can  become  a  valiant  and  accom- 
plished fighter." 

In  the  light  of  this  quotation  the  present  attitude 
of  the  Minister  of  Justice  became  absolutely  comic. 
One  by  one  the  representatives  of  all  parties  in  the 
House — including  the  Octobrist  Centre,  in  the  person 
of  M.  Gutchkoff — declared  their  agreement  with 
M.  Scheglovitoff's  former  views.  The  Anti-Semitic 
deputies,  MM.  Markoft  and  Purishkevitch,  alone 
attempted  to  oppose  women's  rights.  The  former 
had  the  effrontery  to  arrogate  to  himself  the  title  of 
"the  cream"  of  society,  to  which  the  peasant  deputy 
M.  Amosenok  retorted  :— 

"  I  would  not  advise  the  peasants  to  taste  that 
cream  ;  it  might  not  only  upset  their  stomachs,  but 
cause  an  actual  epidemic  as  in  1905  and  1906." 

And  so  it  was  to  the  accompaniment  of  great 
enthusiasm,  and  by  a  big  majority,  that  the  Duma 
voted  for  the  right  of  women  to  act  as  advocates. 

Obviously  the  Octobrists,  by  adopting  this  attitude 
on  the  eve  of  the  elections  for  the  fourth  Duma,  are 
trying  to  raise  their  prestige  a  little,  which  has 
become  singularly  attenuated  in  public  opinion  by 
their  general  political  servility.  There  are  even 
wicked  people  who  say  that  they  are  counting  on  the 
Council  of  State  to  "  correct "  their  lapse  when  the 
measure  comes  before  the  Upper  House.  But  the 
effect  has  been  produced,  and  the  feminist  cause  in 
Russia  has  received  a  great  impetus. 


PERSECUTED  NONCONFORMISTS. 


At  a  recent  trial  of  Nonconformists  held  at 
Sebastopol  the  Public  Prosecutor  said  that  the 
accused  were  sectarians,  and  only  tolerated  in 
Russia  as  strangers  ;  to  which  the  counsel  for  the 
defence  rejoined  that  the  Manifesto  on  the  Liberty 
of  Conscience  recognised  all  sectarians  as  citizens 
possessing  equal  rights.  In  practice,  however,  it  is 
the  view  taken  by  the  Public  Prosecutor  that  pre- 
vails, as  the  Evangelical  Christians  are  made  to  feel 
keenly. 

Evangelists  in  Russia  are  continually  plagued  and 
insulted  by  the  missionaries  of  the  Holy  Synod,  who 
frequently  conclude  their  apostolic  disputes  by  having 
them  arrested. 

In  the  case  that  came  before  the  court  at 
Sebastopol  ten  Baptists  were  acquitted,  while  their 
chief  accusers,  who  were  Orthodox  priests,  did  not 
even  put  in  an  appearance.  One  of  the  accused 
implored  the  jury  to  take  pity  on  his  wife  and  three 
children,  who  were  starving  because  his  preliminary 
detention  had  already  lasted  over  two  months,  and 
followed  a  period  of  five  months'  arrest  during  the 
preceding  year. 


The  teacher  of  an  elementary  school  in  the  Cau- 
casus has  been  dismissed  for  contributing  signed 
articles  to  a  local  paper  on  technical  education  in 
the  province  of  Batoum. 


REPRESSION    IN    THE  UKRAINE 


Fa  mous  Educational   Society  Closed  hy 
the  Authorities. 


The  Russian  authorities  have  recently  closed  the 
"  Prosvita,"  a  Ukrainian  educational  association  in 
Zhitomir  (Volhynia).  Although  the  aim  of  this 
society  is  merely  the  diffusion  of  an  elementary 
knowledge  of  agriculture,  geography,  history,  &c, 
among  the  rural  population  of  Volhynia,  it  has  been 
slanderously  attacked  in  the  Nationalist  Press  as  a 
nest  of  "  Ma/eppanites  "—that  is  to  say,  disciples  of 
the  Ukrainian  hetman  Mazeppa,  who  in  170^  went 
over  with  the  dissatisfied  t'krainians  of  his  time  to 
Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  and  joined  his  forces  against 
Russia.  It  may  well  be  imagined  that  the  Russian 
Government,  which  regards  with  alarm  the  revival  of 
the  Ukrainian  race,  did  not  require  much  persuasion 
to  believe  in  the  "  treasonable  tendencies  of  the 
Zhitomir  Ukrainians,  and  so  the  harmless  "  Prosvita  " 
was  killed.  The  official  reason  for  this  step  is  to  be 
found  in  the  allegation  that  the  -ociety  is  a  "  danger 
to  the  public  peace  and  security." 

This  is  the  sixth  "  Prosvita"  that  has  been  closed 
in  Little  Russia  during  the  last  two  years.  Now  there 
are  only  two  such  societies  left  on  Russian  soil — at 
Ekaterinoslav  and  Kamenetz — and  both  are  calmly 
awaiting  their  inevitable  extinction.  The  Kamenetz 
"Prosvita,"  in  its  annual  report  for  191 1,  says: 
"  During  the  year  thirty-nine  more  villages  in  the 
province  of  Podolia  wrote  to  us  asking  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  branches  of  our  society  in  each  of  those 
villages  ;  but  the  authorities  refused  to  grant  the 
necessary  permission  in  every  case,  without  a  single 
exception." 

In  Eastern  Galicia,  under  Austrian  rule,  the 
Ukrainians  maintain  about  .1,500  "  Prosvitas  "  for  the 
education  of  the  peasants.  This  contrast  will  hardly 
assist  the  Russian  Government  in  its  overtures  to  the 
inhabitants  of  that  district,  or  in  the  realisation  of 
its  dream  of  annexing  Eastern  Galicia  to  the  Russian 
Empire. 

A  Ukrainian  University  in  Lemberg. 

The  foundation  of  a  Ukrainian  University  in 
Lemberg,  which  will  shortly  take  place,  is  giving 
great  displeasure  to  the  Russian  Government.  Lem- 
berg is  within  three  hours'  journey  of  the  provinces 
of  Podolia  and  Volhynia,  which  form  part  of  the 
Russian  portion  of  the  Ukraine.  It  is  therefore  con- 
tended in  the  Russian  official  and  semi-official  Press, 
which  has  been  flattering  the  Ukrainians  with  a  good 
deal  of  its  attention  lately,  that  the  Ukrainian  Uni- 
versity will  inevitably  transform  itself  into  a  "  factory 
of  Mazeppanites"  ;  that  it  will  play  the  part  of  a  verv 
strong  magnet  for  the  adjoining  provinces  of  the 
Russian  Ukraine  ;  that  in  creating  the  University 
Austria  is  pursuing  her  traditional  policy  of  enmitv 
towards  Russia  ;  and  that  the  whole  affair  is  a  fresh 
proof  of  the  support  which  the  "  Mazeppanite  nlans 
for  breaking  up  Russia  "  receive  from  the  Habsburgs. 
Some  of  the  less  responsible  organs  even  go  so  far 
as  to  declare  the  proposed  creation  of  the  University 
to  be  a  casus  belli  with  Austria  ! 

The  suggestion  of  the  Constitutionalist  organ,  the 
Retell,  that  Russia  should  found  another  Ukrainian 
University  in  Kieff  or  some  other  part  of  the  Russian 
Ukraine,  so  as  to  form  a  counter-attraction  to  the 
anticipated  "magnetic"  influence  of  the  Ukrainian 
University  of  Lemberg,  reads  in  these  circumstances 
like  an  ironical  jest. 


LABOUR  UNREST. 


Development  of  the  Strike  Movement. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  June  13TH. 
In  Russian  labour  circles  a  steadily  growing  unrest 
is  perceptible,  which  so  far  has  been  manifested  by 
the  increase  of  strikes.  A  very  large  number  of 
factories  have  had  to  stop  working  through  this 
cause.  The  demands  of  the  workmen  vary,  but  in 
their  general  features  they  are  sufficiently  far-reach- 
ing ;  consequently  they  are  but  rarely  acceded  to, 
although  a  few  concessions  are  in  most  cases  gained. 
Many  workmen  who  celebrated  the  First  of  May 
were  fined  half  a  day's  wages,  and  in  many  cases 
this  led  to  strikes.  It  is  curious  that  strikes  caused 
in  this  way  last  for  weeks.  The  Government  emplovs 
its  usual  tactics  of  persecution  in  combating  these 
strikes,  and  orders  the  leaders  to  be  arrested.  The 
success  of  such  measures  is  doubtful.  The  strikes 
continue,  and  the  discontent  of  the  workmen 
increases. 


The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  has  forbidden  the 
Council  of  the  Russian  Technical  Society  to  carry 
out  its  inquiry  into  the  consequences  of  the  famine 
by  means  of  sending  out  prepared  lists  of  questions 
to  competent  persons. 


HitsaiA.  at  56.  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  London,  W.C. 
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THE  RUSSIAN  FRANCHISE. 


II.—  Lessons  of  the   First   Two  Dumas. 


The  Revolution  of  October,  1905,  brought 
about  certain  alterations  in  the  original  Elec- 
toral Law.  The  Manifesto  of  October  "  30th 
invested  the  Duma  with  legislative  power,  and 
as  regards  the  franchise  it  prescribed  the  partici- 
pation of  "the  classes  of  the  population  who  had 
hitherto  been  deprived  of  electoral  rights," 
while  delegating  to  the  care  of  the  new  legisla- 
tive institutions  the  ulterior  development  of  the 
principle  of  universal  suffrage.  The  alterations 
in  the  law  were  made  by  a  series  of  decrees,  of 
which  the  most  important  was  the  Imperial 
ukase  of  December  24-th,  1905.  Universal 
suffrage  was  still  far  from  being  realised,  but 
yet  it  was  dangerous — indeed  impossible — to 
shut  out  from  political  life  the  working  classes 
and  the  urban  democracy  generally.  The  elec- 
toral lists  in  the  towns  were  therefore  consider- 
ably enlarged,  the  vote  being  accorded  to  all  the 
officials  in  the  service  of  the  State,  the  Zemstvos, 
and  the  municipalities,  and  to  all  house  and  flat 
owners.  A  working-class  curia  was  also  estab- 
lished, which  nominated  deputies  by  voting  in 
three  stages.  The  following  were  denied  the 
suffrage  : — Agricultural  labourers,  domestic 
servants,  manual  labourers,  transport  workers, 
factory-hands  in  small  industrial  concerns  (where 
fewer  than  fifty  persons  were  employed),  and  the 
workmen  in  the  service  of  a  large  number  of 
governments.  In  addition,  an  entire  category 
of  urban  dwellers — namely,  persons  living  in 
lodgings  (a  very  numerous  class  in  Russia), 
failed  to  obtain  the  light  to  vote. 

In  the  country  districts  the  electorate  was  also 
enlarged  under  the  same  Imperial  ukase.  The 
census  for  the  curia  of  proprietors  was  abolished 
and  all  private  proprietors  were  admitted,  while 
the  difference  in  the  method  of  voting:  between 
large  and  small  proprietors  was  retained,  as 
well  as  the  distribution  of  voting-power  among 
the  primary  electoral  colleges  according  to  the 
extent  of  land  owned.  At  the  same  time  the 
influence  of  the  great  landowners  was  increased 
by  the  admission  of  the  factors  of  great  estates 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  owners  themselves. 
The  idea  of  the  Government  was  always  to 
oppose  to  the  democracy  of  the  towns  the  rural 
population,  whom  it  held  to  be  Conservative  and 
opposed  to  all  political  change.  But  the  very 
first  elections  dissipated  the  illusions  of  the 
Government  concerning  the  peasantry.  Almost 
without  exception  the  peasant  electors  in  the 
electoral  colleges  joined  forces  with  the  urban 
electors  against  the  reactionary  nobility.  The 
deputies  of  the  peasant  curia  were  nearly  all 
hostile  to  the  Government,  and  were  resolute  in 
their  decision  to  demand  a  decisive  agrarian 
reform  as  well  as  political  guarantees  and  rights. 
It  is  generally  known  that  the  majority  in  the 
first  Duma  belonged  to  the  "  Cadet  "  party,  and 
that  on  its  left  sat  two  important  groups  — the 
Social  Democrats  and,  more  especially,  the 
'"  Labourists,"  composed  almost  exclusively  of 
peasants.  The  Right  consisted  of  barely  twenty 
members. 

As  soon  as  the  first  Duma  met,  people  in 
Government  circles  began  to  discuss  a  change  in 


the  Electoral  Law.  No  decision  was  come  to,  how- 
ever, and  after  the  dissolution  nothing  was  done 
beyond  a  few  timid  attempts  directed  partly 
against  the  peasantry  arid  partly  against  the 
working-class,  attempts  which  took  the  form  and 
title  of  "  Senatorial  interpretations  " — i.e.,  inter- 
pretations which  are  not  provided  for  by  the 
Fundamental  Laws,  and  are  therefore  illegal. 
According  to  the  law  the  peasant  curia  embraced 
all  the  members  of  the  rural  communes ;  the 
Senate  decided  that  ov\y  heads  of  families 
owning  a  house  were  eligible.  The  Senate 
excluded  also  from  the  curia  of  proprietors  those 
peasants  who  had  acquired  their  farms  through 
the  "  Peasants'  Bank."  At  the  same  time  it  was 
decided  that  workmen  taking  part  in  the  elec- 
tion of  delegates  of  the  working-class  curia  had 
no  right  to  participate  in  the  voting  of  any  other 
curia.  This  decision  would  have  been  just  if 
other  categories  had  not  (retained  the  right  of 
plural  voting,  voting  sometimes  as  many  as  four 
times.  These  restrictions  on  the  right  of  the 
lower  classes  could  not,  however,  influence  the 
elections  to  any  great  degree,  and  the  second 
Duma  was  still  less  able  tjhan  the  first  to  satisfy 
the  Government.  The  revolutionary  Left  was 
here  considerably  reinforced,  the  Socialist  parties 
having  abandoned  the  boycotting  tactics  which 
they  had  adopted  in  the  elections  for  the  first 
Duma.  The  Right  and  Extreme  Right,  which 
were  practically  absent  from  the  first  Duma,  made 
their  appearance  in  the  second,  but  this  was  less 
due  to  the  "  interpretations  "  of  the  Senate  than 
to  the  fact  that  the  bureaucratic  machine  had 
adapted  itself  to  its  new  task,  had  learnt  the  art 
of  gerrymandering,  and  had  organised  a  vast 
system  of  fraud  and  forgery. 

The  two  electoral  experiments  had  proved 
that,  however  imperfect  the  Bulyguin-Witte 
regime  may  have  been  from  the  democratic  point 
of  view,  it  was  incompatible  with  the  interests 
of  the  nobility  and  the  bureaucracy.  The  Govern- 
ment of  M.  Stolypin  identified  itself,  therefore, 
more  and  more  with  the  point  of  view  of  the 
reactionary  organisations — the  Union  of  the 
Russian  People  and  the  Council  of  the  U  nited 
Nobility — who  cried  aloud  for  a  coup  d'etat.  We 
know  how  and  by  what  methods  the  second 
Duma  was  dissolved  and  the  coup  d'etat  accom- 
plished. A  new  Electoral  Law  was  promulgated 
on  June  16th,  1907,  in  flagrant  contradiction 
with  the  Fundamental  Law,  which  reserved  to 
the  Duma  the  right  of  making  any  changes  in 
the  Electoral  Law.  The  law  of  June  16th,  the 
work  of  M.  Kryzhanovsky,  was  the  fruit  of  all 
the  previous  experience  of  the  bureaucracy.  One 
may  search  it  through  in  vain  for  any  other 
guiding  principle  than  this,  which  has  at  least 
the  merit  of  simplicity  :  to  fortify  the  position 
of  the  protected  and  favoured  class — i.e.,  the 
great  landed  proprietors — and  to  reduce  to  naught 
all  the  classes  and  all  the  groups  who  in  any 
way  had  shown  their  sympathy  with  Liberal 
ideas. 


At  Krementchug  a  vast  organisation  has  been  dis- 
covered which  has  carried  on  for  the  past  four  years  a 
brisk  trade  in  supplying  recruits  and  soldiers  with  the 
means  of  malingering.  The  drugs  which  the  culprits 
were  in  the  habit  of  supplying  were  not  only  calcu- 
lated to  give  their  clients  an  unhealthy  appearance, 
but  frequently  brought  on  various  real  diseases,  even 
causing  death  in  several  cases.  The  gang  was  at  last 
denounced  by  a  dissatisfied  patient.  Many  officials 
and  surgeons  are  implicated  in  the  affair. 


TO    SEIZE    ST.  PETERSBURG. 


An   Alleged  Naval  Plot. 


The  trial  of  sixty-seven  sailors  of  the  training  vessel 
Drum,  charged  with  being  members  of  a  revolu- 
tionary organisation,  has  commenced  before  the 
Naval  Court-Mariial  with  closed  doors.  Similar 
organisations  existed  on  board  the  Tsarevitch, 
Audrey  Pervozvanny,  Imperator  Pan!  I.,  Kitrik, 
Pallada,  Bogatyr,  Admiral  Makaroff,  as  well  as  in  the 
training  ships  Nikolayev  and  Admiral  Komilqft. 
The  crew  of  the  Rurik  served  as  a  centre  for  the 
revolutionists,  and  is  alleged  to  have  been  in  touch 
with  the  committee  of  the  party  of  Social  Revolu- 
tionists residing  abroad.  It  was  intended  to  time 
the  revolt  for  10,12  or  1913,  when  the  ships  were  to 
be  seized,  their  officers  killed  or  arrested,  and  Cron- 
stadt  and  St.  Petersburg  captured,  after  which  it  was 
proposed  to  effect  a  change  of  government. 

Over  a  hundred  sailors,  suspected  of  participation 
in  the  conspiracy  on  board  the  ironclad  loann 
Zlatoust,  have  been  transferred  from  Sebastopol  to 
the  Baltic  and  Caspian  fljets,  or  else  to  Vladivostok 
and  the  Amur. 


THE    GERMS    OF  REVOLUTION. 


How   Criminals  and   Beggars  are  Bred. 


An  exceedingly  interesting  study  of  the  economic 
situation  in  Russia  has  been  contributed  by  M. 
Yarzar  to  the  Vestnik  Fniansov  (Financial  Messenger). 
If,  he  states,  one  takes  into  account  all  the  factories, 
mills,  and  works  between  Warsaw  and  Vladivostok — 
including  the  petroleum  wells,  and  the  State  work- 
shops, and  excepting  only  domestic  industries  and 
small  artisans — one  finds  that  there  are  altogether 
19,833  establishments  employing  2,168,850  hands, 
and  producing  ^358,151,500  annually.  Since  the  total 
population  of  Russ:a  is  about  160  millions,  the 
number  of  these  workers  does  not  exceed  1:4  per 
cent.,  and  as  the  Budget  amounts  to  nearly 
^300,000,000,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  State  expendi- 
ture is  practicady  equal  to  the  total  production  of  all 
Russia's  industries,  a  state  of  affairs  which  can  be 
paralleled  in  no  other  country  in  the  modern  world. 

Passing  from  these  wholesale  statistics  to  a  more 
detailed  examination,  it  will  be  found  that  of  the 
ninety-one  provinces  or  governments  comprising  the 
Russian  Empire,  no  industries  exist  in  eighty  govern- 
ments, the  population  being  exclusively  concerned 
with  agricultural  pursuits.  The  provinces  chiefly 
devoted  to  industries  are  Moscow,  St.  Petersburg, 
Petrikov  (Poland),  Vladimir,  Baku,  Ekaterinoslav, 
Livonia,  and  Kieff.  These  eight  provinces  give 
employment  to  1,064,000  workers,  producing 
^231,400,000  worth  of  goods  among  5,705  establish- 
ments ;  in  other  words,  the  great  industries  are  even 
more  centralised  there  than  they  are  in  Germans'. 
With  the  exception  of  Baku,  which  is  situated  on  the 
confines  of  the  Empire,  it  will  be  noted  that  the 
capitalistic  industries  are  concentrated  at  four 
points — Moscow,  St.  Petersburg,  Vladimir,  and 
Petrikov,  where  the  working  clashes  form  11  per  cent, 
of  the  total  population,  a  proportion  similar  to  the 
conditions  prevailing  in  other  European  countries. 

In  examining  the  growth  of  Russian  industries 
one  is  faced  with  the  noteworthy  fact  that,  while  the 
population  of  Russia  as  a  whole  increases  by  two 
millions  annually,'  the  working-class  population 
remains  almost  stationary,  and  the  number  of  factories 
is  actually  diminishing,  so  that  the  slight  increase  of 
productivity  is  due  to  a  concentration  of  capital. 
Statistics  show  further  that  the  agrarian  policy  of 
the  Government  chives  annually  from  the  villages 
more  than  ten  million  peasants,  of  whom  at  the 
very  most  only  200,000  migrate  to  Siberia,  the 
remainder  Hooding  the  labour-market  and  augment- 
ing the  army  of  beggars  and  criminals  who  are  a 
standing  menace  to  all  peaceful  citizens.  It  is  this 
compact  mass  of  paupetism  which  forms  the  breed- 
ing-ground of  epidemics. 

These  economic  statistics  are  an  eloquent  proof  of 
the  extreme  instability  of  t lie  present  regime,  which 
contains  the  germs  of  a  vast  revolution,  principally 
agrarian  in  its  manifestations. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 
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THE  AGRARIAN  QUESTION. — I 


Destitution     of    the    Peasants    and  Its 
Causes. 


SUGGESTED  REMEDIES. 


The  Russian  Government  likes  to  boast  of  its  land 
system.  The  late  M.  Stolypin  considered  it  to  be  the 
axis  of  his  internal  policy.  The  semi-official  publicists 
and  writers  of  the  Right  camp  describe  the  Russian 
land  organisation  as  an  actual  revolution,  destined  to 
change  the  face  of  a  full  sixth  part  of  our  planet ; 
with  this  idea  they  are  inclined  to  represent  it  as 
almost  cosmic  in  its  dimensions.  They  are  eager  to 
conduct  foreign  visitors  to  the  newly  settled  farms, 
and  to  show  them  the  system  at  work.  And  it  must 
be  said  that  nearly  all  the  German  and  English 
visitors  who  have  thus  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  Government's  agrarian  reform  have  straightway 
become  its  advocates  abroad. 

Agrarian  reform  is  thus  acknowledged  to  be  the 
strong  and  showy  side  of  the  internal  policy  of  the 
Russian    Government.      Let  us   try,   however,  to 
estimate  soberly  what  it  has  done  in  this  direction. 
The   Peasant's  Burden. 

The  economic  condition  of  the  peasantry  has 
always  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Progressive 
section  of  the  Russian  public.  The  Zemstvo  statistics 
of  the  'seventies  and  'eighties  of  the  last  century  have 
brought  to  light  all  the  details  of  that  condition,  as 
well  as  its  determining  principles.  The  majority  of 
the  peasants  were  very  badly  off,  chiefly  owing  to 
the  insufficiency  of  the  plots  allotted  to  them  on 
their  emancipation,  and  to  the  excessive  burden  of 
taxation.  The  redemption  payments  were  especially 
heavy  because  the  plots  had  been  valued  two  or 
three  times  above  their  market  price.  The  allot- 
ments were  not  even  sufficient  for  the  peasants'  food, 
while  in  many  governments  the  redemption  pay- 
ments exceeded  the  value  of  their  produce.  In  spite 
of  the  enormous  rise  in  the  price  of  land,  it  would 
still  have  been  more  advantageous  for  the  peasants 
during  the  twenty-five  years  that  followed  the 
emancipation  to  forgo  their  allotments,  and  to  rent 
the  land  as  tenants  instead  of  paying  the  redemption 
instalments.  It  is  true  that,  apart  from  the  small- 
ness  of  the  allotments  and  their  high  price,  these 
melancholy  results  of  the  "great  reform"  of  1861 
were  also  due  to  the  backward  state  of  agriculture 
on  its  technical  side,  the  effect  of  which  is  that  in 
Russia  the  crops  are  proportionately  three  times 
smaller  than  they  are  in  England.  But  the  way  of 
agricultural  progress  was  blocked  by  the  very  same 
poverty  of  a  population  that  was  without  capital  and 
steeped  in  ignorance. 

Allotment  Trickery. 

As  to  the  secondary  causes  of  the  peasants'  destitu- 
tion, one  must  first  take  into  consideration  the  scat- 
tered position  of  the  allotments,  which  were  broken 
up  into  several  pieces,  so  as  to  leave  the  peasants  in 
dependence  on  their  previous  landlords.  Holding 
in  his  possession  the  portions  of  land  the  peasant 
could  not  do  without  (such  as  the  adjacent  grazing? 
grounds,  pastures,  and  watering-places),  the  land- 
owner would  compel  the  peasants,  in  return  for 
permission  to  use  those  parts,  to  perform  the  same 
gratuitous  labour  as  they  had  to  undergo  in  the  days 
of  serfdom.  Until  recently,  especially  in  Central 
Russia,  several  landowners  had  their  farming  done 
almost  entirely  by  such  forced  labour,  in  return  for 
slices  of  land  which,  before  the  emancipation,  had 
been  in  the  occupation  of  the  peasants,  but  were 
afterward-,  by  a  cunning  move,  left  in  the  possession 
of  the  landlords.  This  trick  of  culting  up  the  allot- 
ments was  practised  so  frequently  that,  before  the 
Revolution,  the  Social  Democrats  were  able  to  build 
up  their  agrarian  programme  and  rural  policy  partly 
on  the  demand  that  the  peasants  should  be  given 
back  the  portions  of  land  of  which  they  had  been 
deprived. 

Among  the  other  defects  was  the  distance  of  the 
fields  from  the  villages,  especially  in  Southern  and 
South-Eastcrn  Russia,  which  requires  a  most  exten- 
sive system  of  farming.  Another  was  the  promiscuity 
of  the  plots  ;  this  is  a  distinctive  feature  of  Western 
Russia,  where  the  community  does  not  exist  and  the 
allotments  are  owned  by  several  peasant  homesteads, 
each  of  which  possesses  a  few  dozen  narrow  strips 
of  plough-land  alternating  with  those  of  the  other 
homesteads. 

A    Short    Way   with  (statistics. 

The  Government,  while  carrying  out  a  policy  that 
wa,  purely  in  the  interests  of  the  gentry,  used  to 
shut  its  eyes  to  the  condition  of  the  peasantry,  and 
to  consider  the  investigations  of  the  Zemstvo  statis- 
ticians as  biassed  exaggerations.  It  would  even 
persecute  them  a,  dangerous  agitators,  while  the 
landed  element  of  the  Zemstvo  of  the  government 
of  Ryazan  consigned  to  the  flames  the  collection  of 
statistics,  which  was  exclusively  fiilcd  with  figures 
and  a  bare  enumeration  of  the  facts,  on  the  ground 


that  it  incited  one  class  against  the  other— just  as  if 
it  had  been  a  question  of  some  inflammatory 
pamphlet. 

Hut  the  accumulated  arrears  in  the  redemption 
payments,  and  more  especially  the  memorable  famine 
of  1 89 1 ,  made  even  the  gentry-serving  Government 
take  the  matter  into  consideration,  for  in  combating 
the  consequences  of  the  famine  the  Treasury  had  to 
incur  an  expenditure  of  over  150  million  roubles. 
Hardly  a  year  passed  away  without  it  being  neces- 
sary to  spend,  in  one  government  or  another,  scores 
of  millions  of  roubles  on  feeding  the  peasants  and 
providing  seed  for  their  fields.  It  became  apparent 
even  to  the  blind  and  the  deaf  that  the  economic 
organism  of  the  country  was  passing  through  a 
period  of  grave  disturbance,  which  was  becoming 
more  and  more  intensified.  Soon  there  came,  by 
way  of  addition,  disorders  among  the  peasants  and 
working  men.    A  revolution  was  impending. 

The  Government  made  itself  busy.  It  appointed  a 
number  of  commissions  for  the  purpose  of  studying 
the  needs  of  agriculture  and  working  out  the  neces- 
sary reforms  ;  and  it  was  late,  as  usual. 

Progressive  Schemes. 

At  the  moment  of  the  revolution  no  one  denied 
the  necessity  of  radical  reforms  in  peasant  farming. 
But  while  the  Conservative,  economists  and  official 
workers  denied  the  scarcitv  of  land,  pointing  in  proof 
to  Western  Europe  with  its  intensive  farming,  and 
while  they  saw  the  salvation  of  the  country  in  the 
increase  of  its  productivity,  all  the  Progressive 
economists  and  parties  held  that  this  was  impossible 
oi  attainment  without  first  bettering  the  condition  of 
the  peasants,  which  in  its  turn  was  impossible  with- 
out considerably  extending  peasant  land-owner-hip. 
They  maintained  that,  as  long  as  the  peasant  was 
living  in  a  condition  approaching  starvation,  no 
serious  improvements  in  farming,  demanding  capital 
expenditure,  could  be  expected  from  him.  The 
Socialists  and  the  Labour  Party  brought  forward 
various  schemes  of  land  nationalisation  and  munici- 
palisation.  The  Cadet  party  advocated  the  compul- 
sory sale  of  private  plots  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging 
the  peasants'  allotments  to  a  fixed  minimum  size. 
Even  the  Octobrists  considered  compulsory  sales  to 
be  indispensable. 

The  Government  rejected  these  schemes.  It  sup- 
pressed the  revolution.  It  got  together  an  obedient 
Duma,  and  began  to  solve  the  agrarian  question  in 
its  own  way. 

The   Government's  Solution. 

Without  attribuiing  exceptional  importance  to  the 
scarcity  of  land  as  a  'cruise  of  the  agrarian  crisis, 
the  Government  nevertheless  recognised  by  many  of 
its  acts  the  existence  of  a  considerable  class  of 
peasants  whose  ownership  of  land  required  exten- 
sion. It  also  recognised  more  or  less  all  the  other 
defects  of  the  existing  agrarian  system  which  have 
been  pointed  out  above.  It  proposed,  however,  to 
remove  them  by  transferring  to  the  peasants  Crown 
and  domain  lands  ;  by  enlarging  the  operations  of 
the  Peasants'  Bank  ;  by  migration  ;  by  destroying 
the  rural  communes  ;  oy  redistributing  the  mixed 
strips,  and  by  settling  the  peasants  on  separate  farms. 

How  far  the  Government  has  succeeded  in  solving 
the  problem  will  be  examined  in  subsequent  articles. 

N.  Maximoff. 


ELECTION  ITEMS. 


The  authorities  at  Dvinsk  have  invented  a  new 
method  for  damping  the  ardour  of  small  tenants 
claiming  to  be  entered  on  the  register.  After  keeping 
the  claimants,  who  have  to  work  for  their  living, 
waiting  for  hours,  they  refuse  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
landlords'  attestations,  but  insist  on  the  would-be 
voters  accompanying  their  applications  by  their 
photographs  as  a  proof  of  identity. 

The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  at  Saratov 
has  demanded  from  the  town  council  the  lists 
of  Jewish  electors  with  a  view  to  reducing  their 
number.  Whereas  at  previous  elections  there  were 
more  than  a  thousand  Jews  on  the  register,  hardly 
more  than  a  hundred  are  now  expected  to  be  left  in 
possession  of  their  rights. 

The  Governor  of  Kieff  has  ordered  the  mayor  of 
that  town  to  enter  the  monks  of  the  Kieff  convents 
on  the  electors'  register.  Accordingly  40,000  monks 
will  figure  as  local  electors. 

Mobilising  the  Clergy. 

In  reply  to  the  Synod  Missionary  organ  Kolokol, 
which  vindicates  the  participation  of  the  clergy  in 
the  elections,  the  Retch  observes  : — 

"  The  arguments  advanced  are  beside  the  mark,  since 
nobody  disputes  that  among  our  pastors  there  may  be 
found  a  goodly  number  who  have  the  interests  of  the 
people  at  heart.  However,  the  present  mobilisation 
is  surely  nothing  but  a  muster  of  the  clergy  at  the 
order  of  the  authorities  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Bishops,  consistories,  and  ecclesiastical  chanceries. 
For  the  genuine  pastors,  who  share  the  people's 
troubles  and  joys,  elections  under  similar  conditions 
are  merely  a  heavy  burden,  and  not  the  representa- 
tion of  the  people's  needs." 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 

Machinations  of  the  Black  Hundreds. 

THE    RUSSIAN    CAMPAIGN  IN 
GALICIA. 

[From  Our  Polish  Correspondent.] 
The  Black  Hundreds  do  not  waste  time.    Led  by 
their  criminal  instincts,  they  lay  their  plans  to  strike 
at  the  proper  moment.    A  long  series  of  exceptional 
laws  is  now  being  enacted  for  Poland. 

No  sooner  had  the  Holm  Annexation  Bill  been 
passed  than  the  Russian  Nationalists  began  to  con- 
sider it  insufficient  for  purposes  of  complete  russifica- 
tion.  They  now  demand  the  introduction  of  the 
famous  "obligatory  orders'  and  Ministerial  circulars, 
which  are  notorious  in  Russia  for  the  assistance  they 
give  in  prostituting  the  law  and  delivering  the  multi- 
tude to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Administration. 
Moreover,  they  persistently  claim  that  the  executive 
power  should  be  given  into  "sure  and  qualified 
hands,'  since  the  present  officials,  although  Russians 
by  birth,  have  generally  spent  many  years  in  Poland, 
and  may  conceivably  have  suffered  "  Polonisation." 

Expropriation  of  Polish  Landowners. 

Other  far-reaching  plans  are  al-o  being  hatched  by 
these  active  supporters  of  the  State.  For  the  fourth 
Duma  they  arc  now  elaborating  a  programme  which 
includes  lectures  on  the  Catholic  religion  to  be  given 
in  the  Russian  language,  and  the  forcible  expropria- 
tion of  Polish  landowners.  This  system  of  expro- 
priation is  to  be  modelled  on  Prussian  lines,  and  is 
to  include  the  Poles  of  Lithuania.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  the  Poles  in  Lithuania,  who  number 
10  millions,  are  subjected  to  severe  restrictions  as 
regards  the  acquisition  of  real  property.  In  1865  a 
ukase  was  issued,  prohibiting  them  from  acquiring 
land  except  by  way  of  inheritance.  In  1905  these 
restrictions  were  slightly  modified,  and  Poles  were 
permitted  to  acquire  landed  estates  from  their  own 
countrymen,  but  still  strictly  forbidden  to  purchase 
them  from  Russians. 

Recently  an  interesting  conflict  arose  regarding 
these  strange  limitations.  The  estate  of  Count 
Ledskhovski,  in  the  government  of  Vilna,  was  put 
up  for  sale  owing  to  the  owner's  omission  to  pay 
interest  on  a  loan  made  by  a  mortgage  bank.  No 
bidders  appearing  at  the  auction,  the  bank  itself 
bought  in  the  estate,  to  sell  it  some  months  later  to 
a  Polish  citizen  named  Cosca.  Both  the  District 
Court  and  the  Senate  have  refused  to  sanction  tne 
purchase,  arguing  that  as  soon  as  the  bank  became 
owner  of  the  estate  it  ceased  to  be  Polish  property, 
and  therefore  could  not  be  sold  to  a  Pole.  Such  are 
the  methods  devised  to  paralyse  and  destroy  the 
economic  development  of  Poland,  and  this  state  of 
things  must  become  aggravated  when  the  authorities 
are  empowered  to  expropriate  Polish  landowners. 
An  Appeal  to  the  Tsar, 

While  the  condition  of  the  Poles  in  Russia  gene- 
rally goes  from  bad  to  worse,  on  the  Austrian  borders 
the  Black  Hundreds  continue  their  active  propaganda 
among  the  Ruthenian  peasantry,  with  the  object  of 
winning  them  over  to  the  Russian  cause.  This  cam- 
paign of  russification,  supported  financially  by  the 
authorities  in  St.  Petersburg,  is  directed  chiefly  from 
Kieff  and  Pocheyeff,  where  the  fanatical  monks  use 
all  their  cunning  to  play  upon  the  imagination  of  the 
simple  peasantry.  The  organ  of  these  agitators, 
Pocheyovskij  Listoc,  edited  by  the  Archimandrite 
Yitalis  and  disseminated  widely  throughout  Eastern 
Galicia,  published  in  its  last  issue  a  letter,  alleged  to 
be  from  Galicia,  containing  this  passage  : — 

"  We  pray  to  God  to  let  the  Russian  white  eagle 
come  to  us  and  take  us  unhappy  creatures  under  its 
protecting  wings,  that  at  last  we  may  breathe  freely 
and  live  again.  O  come,  come  to  us,  Tsar  of  all  the 
Russias,  and  deliver  us  from  Polish-Jewish-German 
slavery.  We  have  suffered  enough,  and  are  longing 
for  thee,  as  the  Jews  longed  for  their  Saviour.  We, 
Russian  Christians  constantly,  day  and  night,  turn 
our  eyes  eastward,  conscious  that  in  that  region  our 
dawn  must  appear." 

These  pious  ejaculations  are  followed,  as  usual,  bv 
incitements  to  pogroms  against.  Poles  and  Jews.  It 
may  easily  be  imagined  what  a  great  impression 
such  a  pathetic  letter  must  produce  when  read  to 
simple-minded  folk  who  have  not  the  slightest  idea 
that  in  Russia  even  their  native  language  is  pro- 
hibited, while  in  Galicia  Little  Russians  have  over 
3,000  schools  and  a  Ukrainian  university  is  shortly  to 
be  founded  at  Lemberg. 

As  for  the  extent  to  which  this  propaganda  has 
spread,  some  idea  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact 
that  in  Galicia  both  I  he  political  authorities  and  the 
Church  are  threatened.  The  Ruthenian  Bishop  in 
Przemyst  was  obliged  to  dismiss  a  cleric  for  spread- 
ing Russophil  ideas  and  converting  his  flock  to  the 
Orthodox  faith.  Doubtless  the  Black  Hundred 
Press  will  not  fail  to  draw  a  heartrending  picuire  of 
the  new  "  Russian  martyr"  in  Galicia,  representing 
the  suspension  of  the  priest  as  a  cruel  wrong. 
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**  To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great 
sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Crom- 
well on  the  Persecution  of  the  Vaudois. 


NOTES. 


The  Incredible  Election. 

1'klmond  About  put  an  immortal  epigram  into 
the  mouth  of  the  Greek  Prefect  in  the  King  of 
the  Mountains — "Our  safeguard  is  that  we  are 
quite  incredible."  This  was  an  unkind,  if 
witty,  exaggeration  in  the  case  of  the  old  unre- 
ge aerate  Greece  of  brigandage  and  corruption. 
It  might  serve  as  a  motto  for  the  Russian  bureau- 
cracy. The  plain  man  in  Western  Europe  cannot 
bring  his  brain  to  grasp  the  things  which  the 
Russian  bureaucrat  does  daily,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  they  are  done  with  perfect 
impunity.  Take,  for  example,  what  is  happening 
in  the  famous  town  of  Nijni -Novgorod.  Nijni 
is  about  to  elect  its  Deputies.  Four  prominent 
citizens  stand  a  good  chance  of  selection,  in  spite 
of  all  that  can  be  done  to  purge  the  registers  and 
gerrymander  the  constituency.  A  simple  expe- 
dient remains.  A  charge  may  be  trumped  up 
against  the  candidates  on  a  quasi-political 
ground.  They  were  all  members  of  the  Zemstvo 
in  former  years.  Let  us  say,  then,  that  they 
exceeded  their  powers.  Needless  to  specify 
when  and  how.  Needless  even  to  obtain  a 
conviction.  The  charge  hangs  over  their  heads, 
and  they  are  disqualified  thereby  from  standing 
as  candidates.  The  comedy  of  this  na'ive  pro- 
cedure is  being  repeated  in  province  after  pro- 
vince and  town  after  town.  It  is  not  a  new 
feature  of  Russian  elections.  On  former  occa- 
sions some  candidates  achieved  election  by 
remaining  in  hiding  until  the  day  of  the  poll, 
while  others  changed  their  names.  Grotesque 
as  it  is,  it  will  serve  its  turn.  A  Conservative 
Duma  will  be  chosen,  and  the  more  complacent 
newspapers  of  Western  Europe  will  comment 
solemnly  on  the  decay  of  the  liberal  and  revo- 
lutionary movements.  The  object,  we  imagine, 
is  not  so  much  to  deceive  Russians  as  to  keep 
the  stream  of  foreign  investments  flowing. 


The  Agrarian  Revolution. 

It  is  sometimes  said  that  nothing  has  been 
done  for  reform  in  Russia  since  the  "  constitu- 
tional "  epoch  began.  M.  Stolypin,  by  one  Act 
which  he  promulgated  in  the  interval  between 
two  Dumas,  achieved  not  so  much  a  reform  as  a 
revolution.  The  Land  Act,  which  destroyed  the 
village  commune  and  inaugurated  a  system  of 
individualistic  land  tenure  at  the  mercy  of  the 
usurer  and  the  spirit  dealer,  was  certainly  the 
most  momentous  piece  of  legislation  in  Russia 
since nhe  emancipation  of  the  serfs.  We  print 
this  week  the  first  of  a  series  of  articles  which 
attempt  an  analysis  of  the  condition  of  the 
Russian  peasant.  The  broad  facts  of  his  abysmal 
poverty  are  generally  known.  The  chronic 
famines  and  the  colossal  arrears  of  taxation  tell 
their  own  tale.  Some  of  the  economic  causes  of 
the  misery  of  the  Russian  peasants  are  traced  in 
M.  Maximoff's  article — the  insufficiency  of  the 
holdings,  the  crushing  burden  of  the  purchase 
instalments,  the  chicanery  of  the  former  serf- 
proprietor,  the  backwardness  of  the  methods  of 


cultivation,  due  as  much  to  the  poverty  as  to  the 
illiteracy  of  the  peasants.  The  remedy  is  proving 
already  worse  than  the  disease.  The  village 
commune,  which  did  at  least  care  for  the  widow 
and  the  orphan  and  secured  for  the  lowest  strata 
of  the  rural  population  some  foothold  on  the 
soil,  is  being  gradually  broken  up.  The  peasant 
receives  his  share,  to  hand  it  over  too  often  to 
the  usui'er  who  has  sedulously  promoted  the 
transaction.  The  relatively  prosperous  are  richer 
for  the  change,  but  the  other  side  of  the  account 
is  represented  to  the  continual  increase  of  the 
landless  proletariat,  the  crowds  of  the  disin- 
herited who  sink  to  the  level  of  wandering 
laboarers  or  swell  the  population  of  the  slums. 


Making  a  Proletariat. 

It  is  a  maxim  with  civilised  peoples  that 
oppression  is  always  in  the  long  run  unprofitable. 
But  it  by  no  means  follows  that  it  is  so  on  a 
short  view.  The  reader  who  turns  from  an 
article  on  the  agrarian  misei'ies  of  Russia  to  the 
brief  account  of  her  industries  will  derive  some 
enlightenment  from  their  obvious  interconnec- 
tion. The  misery  of  the  village  makes  annually 
something  like  ten  million  emigrants,  who  flock 
to  the  towns  or  fill  the  Siberian  mines.  It  is 
this  annual  flood  of  cheap  and  miserable  labour 
which  makes  the  economic  basis  of  these  arti- 
ficially pi'otected  industries.  By  keeping  the 
village  miserable,  a  constant  supply  of  the  lowest 
grade  of  unorganised  and  unorganisable  labour  is 
secured  for  the  factories  and  mines.  The 
peasant  whom  M.  Stolypin  made  landless  yester- 
day is  the  miner  whom  a  foreign  company 
exploits  and  shoots  down  on  the  Lena  to-day. 
Such  is  the  anatomy  of  Russian  melancholy.  It 
is  a  perfect  organism,  a  nicely  interconnected 
system  of  wrongs  which  are  somehow  always 
profitable  to  some  one. 


From  Putumayo  to  the  Lena. 

There  has  reached  our  Foreign  Office  from  an 
influential  body  of  Members  of  Parliament,  with 
the  chorus  of  the  Press  behind  it,  a  demand  that  it 
should  use  its  legal  ingenuity  to  find  some  means 
of  prosecuting  the  directors  of  the  British  com- 
pany which  financed  the  horrors  of  the  rubber 
trade  in  the  Putumayo.  Their  indignation  is  not 
excessive,  but  some  attention  might  be  spared 
for  the  English  investors  and  financiers  who  bear 
a  responsibility  fully  as  direct  for  the  cruelties 
of  the  Lena  goldfields.  The  strike  and  the 
massacre  which  followed  it  were  the  consequence 
of  a  highly  profitable  system  of  oppression, 
not  indeed  so  crude  or  so  bloody  as  that  of 
the  Arana  syndicate,  but  hardly  less  monstrous 
when  we  remember  that  it  was  inspired  by  civi- 
lised men  upon  their  own  brethren  and  fellows. 
The  high  dividends  of  these  mines  were  main- 
tained by  a  system  which  required  the  State  doc- 
tors and  inspectors,  under  the  express  instructions 
of  the  Government,  to  wink  at  all  the  profitable 
evasions  of  the  law  which  the  company  perpe- 
trated. The  workers  were  kept  in  subjection 
by  a  police  system  which  used  massacre  as  its 
ultimate  sanction.  A  British  investor  who 
draws  his  profits  on  these  terms  is  using  the 
autocracy  to  do  his  brutality  for  him.  He  cannot 
invest  in  any  Russian  industrial  undertaking 
without  reckoning  on  this  police  system  as  one 
of  the  guarantees  of  his  profits.  It  ought  to  be, 
if  our  public  opinion  were  alert,  as  scandalous,  as 
anti-social,  as  unpopular  to  invest  in  a  Russian 
security  as  it  was  to  purchase  the  shares  of  a 
Congo  company  in  the  days  of  King  Leopold. 


A  Guide  to  Finland. 

We  intend  no  compliment  to  the  anonymous 
author  of  A  Guide-book  to  Finland  when  we  say 
that  he  has  produced  one  of  the  most  interesting 
books  on  this  subject  which  have  come  under  our 
notice.  It  is,  to  be  frank,  a  dull  and  spiritless  com- 


pilation of  the  type  which  an  enterprising  trades- 
man will  produce  to  advertise  a  new  watering- 
place.  For  its  persevering  inaccuracy  it  almost 
deserv  es  fame.  We  began  by  noting  the  Finnish 
names  and  words  which  it  contrives  to  mis- 
spell. We  ended  by  counting  those  which  it 
manages  to  spell  correctly.  But  in  fairness  we 
must  add  that  in  the  Finnish  and  Swedish  vocabu- 
laries at  the  end  of  the  book  we  have  counted 
in  favourable  instances  a3  many  as  25  per  cent, 
which  are  right.  In  another  respect  the  Guide- 
book achieves  originality.  It  contains  no  map. 
We  have  said  enough  to  show  that  this  is  not 
the  common  guide-book  of  commerce.  It  is,  in 
fact,  a  political  pamphlet  written  in  the  inte- 
rests of  Russian  Imperialism,  translated  from  the 
Russian,  and  presented  to  the  English  reader 
with  the  single  object  of  maligning  the  Finnish 
people  and  distorting  the  facts  of  their  relation- 
ship with  Russia.  Its  hero  is  General  Bobrikov, 
ics  Leit-motif  that  Finland  is  a  conquered  pro- 
vince, while  its  more  genial  passages  consist  of 
attacks  on  the  morality  of  the  Finnish  people,  the 
integrity  of  Finnish  judges,  and  the  intelligence 
of  the  Finnish  clergy.  None  the  less,  we  have 
no  hesitation  in  extending  to  this  work  a  cordial 
welcome.  It  is  the  eleventh  book  of  its  kind 
produced  by  the  Russian  Government  with  the 
same  purpose,  and  it  will  not  be  lost.  This 
lavish  expenditure  of  public  funds  means  clearly 
that  the  general  sympathy  felt  in  England  for 
the  Finns  is  a  serious  annoyance  to  the  Autocracy. 

SUPPRESSING   THE  PRESS. 


A  posse  of  police,  headed  by  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner, recently  surrounded  the  "Press"  printing 
works  at  Syzran  and  made  a  thorough  se  irch  (or  a 
pamphlet  on  "  Forbidden  Literature  ''  by  Arkadieff, 
all  the  remaining  copies  of  which  were  seized.  On 
the  following  day  the  police  searched  the  author's 
residence  and  confiscated  the  first  number  of  a 
bibliographical  index  which  he  had  edited. 

The  censor  at  Simferopol  is  evidently  of  opinion 
that  even  the  official  version  of  the  revolt  at  the 
Troitsk  camp  near  Tashkent  is  too  strongly  worded, 
and  the  zealous  official  has  confiscated  the  issue  of 
the  news  agency  which  published  it. 

The  Press  Committee  has  placed  an  injunction  on 
the  issue  of  the  Ritsskia  Vyedomosti  of  Moscow,  which 
contained  an  article  on  the  murder  of  the  keeper  of 
the  Imperial  Park  at  Pyatigorsk  by  an  officer  of  high 
rank.  The  editor,  M.  Yegoroff,  is  being  proceeded 
against. 

The  Eupatoria  correspondent  of  the  Yuzhnya 
Vyedomosti  has  been  arrested. 

The  Neva  Zvyezda  of  St.  Petersburg  has  been  fined 
500  roubles. 

The  Odessa  Novosti  has  been  fined  300  roubles  for 
an  article  entitled  "  The  Legislator "  commenting 
on  the  arbitrary  decrees  of  General  Dumbadze,  the 
notorious  Governor  of  Yalta. 

The  Youjnaya  Mysl  of  Odessa  has  been  fined  300 
roubles  for  an  article  on  the  anniversary  of  the  disso- 
lution of  the  first  Duma  written  by  Professor  Schepkin, 
one  of  its  members. 

At  Nijni  Lomov,  in  the  government  of  Penza,  the 
diminutive  newspaper  Kuranty  has  been  fined  300 
roubles  for  an  article  entitled  "  Feeding  the  Starv- 
ing." 

No.  189  of  the  Retch  has  been  seized  and  its 
responsible  editor  is  being  prosecuted  for  an  article 
entitled  "  The  Ways  of  Shipbuilding." 

The  editor  of  the  Svyct  is  likewise  being  prosecuted 
for  the  publication  of  an  article  entitled  "  Prince 
Meschersky  on  Manukhin's  Senatorial  Revision." 

The  Governor  of  Kovno  has  fined  Father  Dom- 
brovski,  the  editor  of  the  Lithuanian  journal  Draugija, 
500  roubles  for  the  publication  of  a  poem. 

No.  27  of  the  law  organ  Pravo  has  been  seized  for 
the  publication  of  an  article  entitled  "  Restrictions 
on  the  Liberty  of  the  Press  by  Compulsory  Orders 
issued  on  the  strength  of  the  State  of  Okhrana." 
The  editor,  M.  Kravtsoff,  is  being  proceeded  against 
under  Art.  128  of  the  Penal  Code. 

Overstepping  the  Mark. 

Governor  Muratoff  of  Kursk  has  issued  orders  to 
the  members  of  the  police  force  prohibiting  them 
from  subscribing  to  the  Yuzhny  Kray,  which  had 
published  letters  criticising  his  actions.  He  has  also 
appealed  to  the  Governor  of  Kharkov  to  suppress  the 
Vtro  of  the  latter  town,  wich  had  likewise  published 
some  comments  on  his  actions. 

It  is  nowannounced  that  Governor  Muratoff  has  left 
Kursk  on  a  holiday,  from  which  he  is  not  expected 
to  return.  It  is  considered  in  official  circles  that  he 
has  overstepped  the  mark  by  his  letter  to  the  Governor 
of  Kharkov. 
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THE    SOCIAL  REVOLUTIONARY 
PARTY. 

Its  Tactics  in  the  Electoral  Campaign. 


Our  readers  are  already  familiar  with  the  electoral 
law  of  June  3rd,  1907,  which  prescribes  the  methods 
to  be  followed  in  the  elections  for  the  fourth  Duma. 
The  members  of  that  assembly  are  chosen  in  small 
electoral  colleges  formed  by  several  successive  nitra- 
tions in  order  to  ensure  a  majority  for  the  reaction- 
ary elements.  As,  however,  there  is  always  the 
possibility  of  a  few  black  sheep  gaining  admission  to 
these  electoral  assemblies  and  furnishing  recruits  for 
the  Opposition,  the  Government  has  hedged  in  the 
electoral  campaign  with  such  stringent  conditions 
that  the  Opposition  is  deprived  of  all  opportunity  for 
propaganda  and  agitation  in  favour  of  its  candidates. 

Although  there  is  some  talk  in  Russia  of  a  bloc 
between  the  parties  of  the  Left,  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  such  an  entente  must  be  arrived  at  in 
secret,  behind  the  arras,  by  means  of  mysterious 
whisperings  and  tacit  understandings.  As  for  the 
candidates  belonging  to  the  Extreme  Left— /.c,  the 
Social  Democrats  and  the  Labourists — a  few  of  them 
may  possibly  find  their  way  into  the  Duma,  but  only 
on  condition  of  hiding  their  colours  in  their  pockets 
and,  like  those  animals  which  are  gifted  with  the 
mimetic  faculty,  assimilating  themselves  to  their 
surroundings.  Only  thus  can  they  make  sure  of  their 
oath  leading  to  the  Taurida  Palace  instead  of  to  the 
Katorga. 

In  this  complex  masquerade,  which  harmonises  so 
well  with  Russian  social  life  generally,  there  is  one 
political  party  which  has  taken  up  an  attitude  that 
admits  of  no  ambiguity.  The  Social  Revolutionists, 
while  proclaiming  themselves  as  Parliamentary  and 
anti-anarchist,  have  announced  their  decision  to 
boycott  the  fourth  Duma,  though  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  electoral  campaign.  This  decision  is 
the  result  of  a  referendum  organised  by  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  party,  which  looks  upon  the  Duma 
under  present  conditions  as  a  servile  instrument  of 
the  Government,  where  the  small  and  impotent 
minority  only  serves  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of 
foreigners,  and  to  maintain  the  illusion  of  Parlia- 
mentary Government.  The  Social  Revolutionists 
dtclare  their  intention  of  going  among  the  peasant 
masses  and  agitating  for  (1)  a  democratic  republic, 

(2)  the  return  of  the  land  to  the  peasant  proprietors, 

(3)  a  legislative  programme  which  guarantees  the 
right  to  work  for  the  proletariat. 

It  should  be  added  that  a  minority  of  the  Social 
Revolutionary  Party  disapproves  of  these  tactics 
and  intends  to  take  part  in  the  elections  with  the 
object  of  utilising  the  Duma  as  a  national  and 
political  tribune. 


DISQUALIFYING    DUMA  DEPUTIES. 


A  trumpery  charge  has  been  raised  against  MM. 
Saveleff,  Kiihlewein,  Schwerin,  and  Mendelieff,  at 
Xijni,  for  having  exceeded  their  powers  in  former 
years  on  the  local  Zemstvo,  of  which  M.  Saveleff  was 
president.  This  baseless  prosecution  has  no  other 
purpose  than  to  disqualify  these  well-known  Pro- 
gressives— two  of  whom  have  been  members  of  all 
three  Dumas — from  standing  as  Parliamentary  candi- 
dates. This  extreme  step  goes  to  show  that  Governor 
KhvostofY  fears  the  defeat  of  the  Right  candidates, 
who  must  therefore  be  freed  from  any  rivals. 

A  prosecution  on  a  not  less  frivolous  pretext,  and 
for  the  same  object,  has  been  instituted  against  Count 
I'varoff  at  Saratov. 

Advocate  Grusenberg  is  not  allowed  to  stand  for 
Wilna  on  the  ground  of  his  residing  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, while  the  writer  Sokolow  is  similarly  disqualified 
at  Btyalystok  for  being  domiciled  at  Warsaw. 


A    WANDERING  EX-DEPUTY. 


The  former  deputy  of  the  second  Duma,  K.  A. 
Tchernyshkoff,  who  represented  the  peasantry  of  the 
government  of  Voronej,  has  been  a  target  for  the 
animosity  of  the  authorities  since  the  dissolution  of 
the  second  Duma  in  up"].  To  avoid  their  petty 
persecutions  he  moved  to  the  Caucasus,  and  stayed 
there  until  the  autumn  of  1910,  when,  on  returning 
home,  he  was  arrested  as  a  political  suspect,  kept  two 
months  in  prison,  and  then  expelled  from  the  govern- 
ment of  Voronej  for  speeches  he  was  alleged  to  have 
made  to  the  peasants  as  far  back  as  1905.  The 
expelled  deputy  went  first  to  the  province  of  the  Don, 
thence  to  Tambov,  and  since  then  he  has  wandered 
from  place  to  place,  being  prevented  from  settling 
anywhere  by  the  authorities,  who  arc  anxious  not  to 
be  siddled  with  responsibility  for  the  "suspect." 
The  wanderer  has  brought  utter  ruin  on  himself  and 
his  family. 


IN  TROUBLED  FINLAND. 
Delusions   of  a   Drunken  Pilot. 


In  addition  to  incompetence,  the  Russian  pilots  are 
distinguishing  themselves  in  other  domains.  A 
typical  case  of  false  accusation  with  malicious  intent 
occurred  the  other  day.  A  Russian  pilot  named 
Leontjeff  sent  in  a  report  to  the  Pilot  administration 
that  not  only  had  he  been  insulted  by  different 
residents  in  Hango,  but  even  maltreated.  The 
report,  which  was  drawn  up  by  the  captain  of  a 
Russian  hydrographic  vessel,  led  to  a  thorough 
investigation,  in  which  it  was  conclusively  shown 
that  not  a  word  of  the  report  was  true.  Leontjeff 
has  now  admitted  that  he  imagined  the  whole  accu- 
sation while  in  a  state  of  drunkenness. 

Fquality  fir  Russian?. 

The  Procurator  of  the  Imperial  Senate  of  Finland 
has  suspended  the  Public  Prosecutor  Scclerholm 
from  his  functions  for  a  period  of  ten  months  for 
declining  to  suppress  the  pamphlet  entitled  The 
Law  of  Equality  and  the  Communal  Authorities, 
and  to  prosecute  the  printers.  The  pamphlet  advo- 
cates disobedience  to  that  law  ;  but  the  Public 
Prosecutor  refused  to  take  action  on  the  ground  that 
he  found  nothing  criminal  in  its  contents,  and  that  he 
could  not  act  against  the  will  of  the  Diet,  which  was 
the  second  power  in  the  State. 

At  the  city  court  of  Serdobol  a  Finnish  editor  was 
charged  with  inciting  against  the  law  of  equality  for 
Russians  in  Finland.  The  accused  pleaded  that  this 
law,  which  hid  only  been  passed  by  the  Russian 
Duma  and  the  Council  of  State,  has  been  declared  by 
the  Diet  to  be  invalid  in  Finland.  The  court 
accepted  this  plea,  and  discharged  the  accused,  con- 
demning the  Public  Prosecutor  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
prosecution. 


INTERNATIONAL  ESPIONAGE. 


According  to  telegrams  from  St.  Petersburg  to  the 
Roumanian  press,  the  arrest  of  M.  Roumanoff,  the 
St.  Petersburg  editor  of  a  Moscow  paper,  was  due  to 
his  revelations  relating  to  the  activity  of  Panaitesco, 
who,  as  the  General  Director  of  the  Bucarest  detec- 
tive department,  had  been  acting  as  an  international 
spy  and  as  an  agent  of  the  Russian  Okhrana.  The 
allegation  concerning  Panaitesco  is  confirmed  by  a 
statement  made  by  the  former  Roumanian  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  M.  Brathno. 

By  special  order  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
M.  Roumanoff  was  released  from  custody  after 
twelve  days'  confinement. 

A  certain  Baratoff,  who  tried  to  incite  political 
refugees  to  commit  a  highway  robbery,  has  been 
arrested  at  Geneva.  Baratoff,  who  pretended  to  be 
a  Prince,  is  supposed  to  be  the  agent-provocateur 
Erofeyeff,  who  "  worked "  for  some  time  in  the 
Balkans  and  was  implicated  in  an  attempt  on  the 
life  of  King  Ferdinand  of  Bulgaria,  when,  however, 
he  had  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Russian  authorities, 
who  peremptorily  claimed  him  as  their  subject. 


LOGIC   OF   THE  LAW. 


Where  Too   Much   is   Not  Enough. 


A  striking  anomaly  of  the  Russian  law  governing 
the  Duma  elections  is  presented  by  the  unique  posi- 
tion of  rural  teachers,  who  are  deprived  of  the  vote 
owing  to  their  excess  of  qualifications.  As  villagers 
they  would  be  entitled  tothe  franchise  in  the  peasant 
curia,  while  as  teachers  they  would  be  qualified  to 
vote  in  the  second  urban  curia.  But  when  they 
have  the  misfortune  to  combine  both  qualifications 
in  one  person,  they  lose  their  peasant  franchise  as 
teachers,  and  their  urban  franchise  as  villagers. 


THE    AFTERMATH    OF  FAMINE. 


The  height  of  summer  finds  the  peasants  of  the 
government  of  Tobolsk  afflicted  with  various  diseases 
resulting  from  the  famine.  In  the  middle  of  June 
there  still  remained  1,028  scurvy  patients,  and  124 
fresh  cases  of  scurvy  and  seventy-seven  of  hemera- 
lopia  or"  night  blindness"  were  reported,  while  the 
number  of  typhus  casus  was  stated  to  be  345  in  the 
K'irgansk  district  and  134  in  the  Tiumen  district. 


EXPULSIONS   OF  JEWS. 

No  fewer  than  500  Jews  have  been  expelled  from 
the  villages  of  the  Melitopol  district,  and  twenty 
Jewish  families  from  the  government  of  Kursk, 
while  the  authorities  of  Livonia  are  expelling  Jewish 
summer  residents  from  the  seaside  resorts. 

The  police  have  ordered  dozens  of  Jewish  families 
to  leave  Astrakhan  at  a  week's  notice. 


A   RUSSIAN   AUTHOR    DYING  IN 
POVERTY. 

The  Tragedy  of  George  Era%toff. 

M.  George  Erastoff, a  talented  Russian  author,  who->e 
works  have  been  translated  into  many  European 
languages,  is  now  lying  at  the  point  of  death  111 
Copenhagen,  stricken  by  ill-health  and  poverty,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-six. 

To  a  representative  of  a  Danish  paper  who  visited 
him  in  his  poor  home  M.  Erastoff  told  his  sad  story. 
He  is  of  Hebrew  origin,  born  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  St.  Petersburg.  After  finishing  his  studies  he 
immediately  launched  forth  as  a  writer.  His  OOveb 
were  published  in  all  the  leading  Russian  papers  and 
reviews,  his  first  work  being  welcomed  with  great 
enthusiasm.  Up  to  the  Revolution  of  1903  Erastoff 
was  editor  of  the  Socialist  paper  Light,  and 
during  the  wir  with  Japan  he  collected  material 
for  his  book  La  Deroulc. 

After  the  Revolution  he  made  a  dramatic  escape  to 
Finland,  and  a  few  years  later  move!  to  Stockholm. 
Here  he  wrote  a  number  of  books  for  Swedish 
publishers,  which  were  also  translated  into  other 
languages.  But  not  even  in  Sweden  was  he  left  in 
peace-  b/  the  Russian  police.  One  night  he  was 
visited  by  a  spy,  who  advised  him  to  fly  from  Sweden 
as  otherwise  he  would  soon  be  delivered  up  to  the 
Russian  authorities.  Together  with  his  aged  mother 
he  then  fled  to  Copenhagen,  where  he  has  lived  for 
the  last  three  years,  and  where  he  finished  a  drama, 
called  "  The  Pain  of  Life,"  that  was  bought  by  Schu- 
bert's great  Theatre  Trust  in  New  York. 

Now  Erastoff  is  a  broken  man.  A  dangerous  disease 
is  threatening  his  mind,  and  lack  of  sufficient  food  is 
undermining  his  remaining  strength.  The  credit  of 
having  drawn  public  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
once  promising  joung  Russian  anihor  belongs  to 
our  Danish  contemporary  Social-Lcmokralen. 


UNREST    IN   THE  SERVICES. 


Causes   of  the  Recent  Mutinies. 


The  reactionary  Press  is  not  agreed  as  to  the  causes 
of  the  mutinies  in  the  army  and  navy.  While  the 
Kolokol,  the  missionary  organ  of  the  Holy  Synod, 
ascribes  the  evil  to  the  admission  of  Baptists  into  the 
army,  the  Zemschina  believes  that  the  Turkestan 
mutiny  is  due  to  the  influence  of  the  newspapers 
which  the  soldiers  are  allowed  to  read.  It  also  blames 
Admiral  Grigorovitch  for  having  commuted  the  death 
penalty  to  one  of  penal  servitude  for  life  in  the  case  of 
seven  sailors  recently  sentenced  at  Sebastopol. 

M.  Menschikoff,  of  the  Xovoe  Vicmy  ;,  attributes  the 
outbieaks  partly  to  bad  food  and  ill-treatment,  and 
partly  to  the  influence  of  recruits  with  some  degree 
of  education.  He  defends,  however,  the  Admiralty 
system  of  recruiting  the  navy  irom  the  ranks  of 
factory  hands,  on  the  ground  that  the  complicated 
naval  mechanism  of  to-day  requires  men  used  to  tne 
handling  of  machinery.  On  the  other  hand,  he  takes 
to  task  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  for  not  putting  a 
stop  to  the  revolutionary  propaganda  among  the 
factor)'  workers,  and  for  allowing  Jews  to  penetrate 
even  into  such  remote  provinces  as  Turkestan. 


EXODUS    OF   LENA  MINERS. 


The  second  party  of  Lena  miners  who  passed 
through  Vitim  numbered,  including  their  families, 
1,600  persons,  and  included  eighty-seven  wounded. 
On  board  the  boat  they  held  a  meeting  to  pass  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  their  counsel  for  legal  aid  received, 
the  address  concluding  with  these  words  : — "  On 
leaving  the  gloomy  Siberian  forest,  after  a  long  and 
difficult  struggle  to  ameliorate  our  hard  fate,  though 
having  failed  to  obtain  justice,  and  being  without  a 
single  copeck,  we  do  not  lose  heart,  firmly  believing 
that  a  brighter  future  is  in  store  both  for  ourselves 
and  for  all  working  men  in  Russia." 

The  general  meeting  of  the  Lena  Company  is 
expected  to  take  pLice  this  month,  when  M.  Tirm- 
riazeff  and  Baron  Ginzburg  are  to  present  their  report 
to  the  shareholders  in  London. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


The  woman  Tcheberyak,  in  whose  flat  Andrew 
Yuschinsky  was  murdered,  has  already  been  released 
from  custody  by  order  of  the  Examining  Magistrate 
Mashkevitch.  It  is  stated  that  her  arrest  had  no 
connection  with  the  Yuschinsky  case,  but  was 
effected  in  virtue  of  a  sentence  passed  on  her  by  the 
I  ust ice  of  the  Peace  for  insulting  a  police  officer. 

Mashkevitch  has  examined,  with  regard  to  the 
murder,  the  former  head  of  the  detective  depart- 
ment, Krassovsky,  and  the  witness  Karayeff,  who 
figured  most  prominently  in  the  depo>itions  made 
by  the  journalist  Brazal-Bi  ushkovsky. 
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THE  RUSSIAN  FRANCHISE. 


III.    Bringing   the   Duma    to  Heel. 


The  authors  of  the  coup  d'etat  of  June  16th, 
1907,  having  made  it  their  aim  to  favour  the 
land-owning  classes  and  to  render  nugatory  the 
electoral  rights  of  the  popular  and  Liberal 
groups,  set  about  their  purpose  in  two  ways  : 
first  of  all  they  altered  the  distribution  of  the 
deputies  among  the  different  categories  of  the 
population,  and  in  the  second  place  they  changed 
the  method  of  election,  introducing  variations 
ad  infinitum  according  to  the  particular  circum- 
stances. As  regards  the  first  method,  they 
began  by  diverting  political  influence  from  one 
class  to  another,  or  rather  from  all  the  other 
classes  to  that  of  the  landowners.  In  a  previous 
article*  we  described  how  the  voting  power  is  dis- 
tributed among  the  different  classes.  Comparing 
the  present  situation  with  that  which  obtained 
before  June  16th,  1907,  we  find  that  the  peasants 
now  nominate  22  per  cent,  of  the  delegates 
instead  of  40  per  cent,  as  formerly ;  the  land- 
owners nominate  50  instead  of  33  per  cent. ;  the 
electors  in  the  towns,  who  had  hitherto  chosen 
23  per  cent.,  are  now  divided  into  two  curise,  of 
which  the  first  nominates  14  and  the  second 
11  per  cent. ;  finally,  the  workmen  and  Cossacks 
between  them  choose  8  instead  of  4  per  cent, 
o...-,^  i-c  t,,„c  l«+b,  1907,  tu?  pssscata  were  in  a 
majority  in  most  of  the  electoral  colleges,  this 
majority  being  absolute  in  twelve  governments 
and  relative  (in  comparison  with  each  of  the 
other  curias]  in  eighteen,  while  the  landed  pro- 
prietors had  an  absolute  majority  in  two  govern- 
ments and  a  relative  majority  in  thirteen. 
Under  the  present  regime  the  landowners  have 
an  absolute  majority  in  twenty-eight  govern- 
ments, nominating  255  deputies  out  of  a  total  of 
442 ;  while  they  possess  half  the  votes  in  four 
governments,  and  a  relative  majority  in  sixteen. 

A  few  actual  examples  will  help  the  reader 
to  realise  the  vast  importance  of  the  changes 
brought  about  by  the  coup  d'etat.  We  will  begin 
by  taking  a  government  that  is  essentially 
agricultural  —  for  instance,  Viatka.  Before 
June  16th,  1907,  out  of  a  total  of  204  electors 
this  government  contained  148  peasants  and 
1^  landowners  ;  now,  of  a  total  of  109,  there  are 
23  peasants  and  53  landowners.  Let  us  now 
proceed  to  the  industrial  regions  and  take  two 
governments — Moscow  and  Ekaterinoslav.  In 
the  former  the  landed  proprietors  have  42 
votes  instead  of  13,  the  urban  electors  28 
instead  of  63  ;  in  the  latter  the  landowners  have 
62  votes  instead  of  38,  and  the  towns  24  instead 
of  63.  The  number  of  workmen  electors  was 
reduced  by  about  100  in  the  total  for  the  Empire. 
We  need  quote  only  one  instance  of  the  way 
this  reduction  worked  out  in  practice :  in  the 
government  of  Vladimir,  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant industrial  centres,  out  of  a  total  of  89  electors 
the  workmen  now  only  have  6  instead  of  16. 

Here  is  the  national  principle  of  the  law  such 
as  it  was  formulated  in  the  Imperial  manifesto 
of  June  16th,  1907  :  "  Being  called  into  existence 
with  a  view  to  consolidating  the  Russian  State, 
the  Imperial  Duma  must  be  Russian  in  sentiment. 
The  other  nationalities  composing  our  Empire 


must  be  represented  in  the  Puma,  but  must  and 
shall  not  appear  in  such  a  l  umber  as  to  permit 
of  their  intervening  in  matt*  rs  which  are  purely 
Russian.  As  for  the  frontie  ■  regions,  where  the 
population  has  not  yet  a  tained  a  sufficient 
degree  of  civic  education,  the  elections  to  the 
Duma  must  there  be  provisionally  suspended." 


By   virtue   of   this  principle  the 


PURGING   THE  DUMA. 


*  Darkest  Eussia,  June  5th,  1912,  p.  2. 


number  of 

deputies  for  Poland  was  reduced  from  36  to 
14  (including  two  special  deputies  for  the 
Russian  inhabitants)  ;  for  I  he  Caucasus,  from 
29  to  10 ;  for  Siberia  and  Central  Asia,  which 
had  supplied  deputies  to  the  Extreme  Left,  from 
42  to  15.  Even  in  Europea).  Russia  the  repre- 
sentation was  reduced  in  all  t  le  regions  which  had 
proved  themselves  too  advarx-ed  for  the  tastes  of 
the  Government. 

In  European  Russia  theia  is  on  an  average 
one  deputy  to  234,000  inhabitants  ;  in  Poland, 
one  deputy  to  671,000  inhi  bitants,  and  in  the 
Caucasus,  one  to  850,000 ;  while  Central  Asia 
is  now  excluded  from  the  electorate.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  the  Baltic  provinces  there  is  one 
deputy  to  ever}-  199,000  inhabitants,  the  new 
law  seemingly  guaranteeing  a  preponderance  of 
ultra-reactionary  German  barons.  Elsewhere, 
too,  profound  changes  -were  introduced  in 
the  methods  of  voting.  In  the  towns  two 
curise  were  established,  the  first  consisting  of 
the  haute  bourgeoisie.  Th-  number  of  towns 
having  a  special  representation  was  reduced  from 
twenty -&e  Veif  to  "StfVen  i,OV''liTe  whole  Empiie. 
The  others  must  vote  with  the  remaining  curias — 
that  is  to  say,  they  are  overwhelmed  by  the 
landed  proprietors.  Still  more  important  is  the 
new  method  of  electing  deputies  of  the  peasant 
curia.  According  to  the  law  they  are  no  longer 
nominated  by  members  of  the  curia,  but  by  the 
whole  electorate;  inotherwords, they  are  generally 
at  the  mercy  of  the  landowners.  The  representa- 
tion of  the  curias  has  thus  become  a  veritable 
farce. 

All  these  precautions,  however,  have  appeared 
insufficient  to  the  Administration,  whose  aim  is 
to  guard  against  every  eventuality  and  to  inter- 
vene in  the  organisation  of  the  elections  in 
order  that  no  local  peculiarity  may  prevent  the 
results  desired  by  the  Government.  Thus  the 
law  provides  for  the  possibility  of  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior  subdividing  the  curias  of  the 
landowners  and  of  the  towns  and  the  assemblies 
of  peasant  delegates  according  to  districts,  the 
size  of  the  properties,  or  according  to  nationality. 
A  circular  issued  to  the  governors,  which 
followed  close  upon  the  promulgation  of  the  law 
and  was  intended  to  give  instructions  for  the 
elections  of  1907,  left  the  initiative  in  this  matter 
to  the  governors  in  consultation  with  the  leaders 
of  the  nobility,  the  presidents  of  the  Zemstvos, 
and  other  persons  of  their  choice,  subject  to 
confirmation  by  the  Minister.  The  governors 
certainly  made  full  use  of  this  prerogative 
in  the  1907  elections.  Thus  in  many  places  they 
substituted  the  division  by  religion  for  the 
division  by  nationality,  treating  Lutherans  as 
Russians  and  Roman  Catholics  as  non-Russians. 

By  these  and  similar  procedures  the  Govern- 
ment made  sure  of  a  majority,  aDd  under  these 
conditions  the  few  Opposition  deputies  who 
found  their  way  into  the  third  Duma  form  a  no 
less  striking  proof  of  the  vitality  of  the  spirit 
of  association  than  were  the  Liberal  and  revolu- 
tionary majorities  of  the  first  two  Dumas. 


How    Deputies  are  Disqualified. 


During  the  last  five  years  so  many  "explanations'' 
and  "  interpretations''  of  the  Electoral  Law  have  been 
issued  by  the  Senate,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  the 
Governors,  nav,  by  the  very  police-sergeants,  that  an 
examination  of  this  law  is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to 
give  a  clear  idea  of  the  Russian  franchise  system 
and  its  practical  application. 

The  Administration  arbitrarily  disfranchises  a 
whole  section  of  electors  in  one  place,  and  elsewhere 
brings  another  section — as,  for  instance,  the  members 
of  a  monastery — to  the  poll  by  something  approach- 
ing press-gang  methods.  Thus  the  other  day  a  large 
section  of  democratic  electors  of  the  towns — public 
servants  and  others  who  possessed  the  qualification 
as  householders — were  disfranchised  because  they 
had  left  their  neighbourhood  for  the  summer  holi- 
days, although,  according  to  the  law,  such  an  absence 
does  not  entail  disqualification.  In  the  rural  districts 
an  important  section  of  peasant  farmers  and  small 
holders  is  precluded  from  taking  part  in  the  election 
in  the  curia  of  farmers  because  they  aie  nominally 
peasants,  while  they  are  debarred  from  the  peasant 
curia  because  they  do  not  actually  belong  to  the 
peasant  community.  Again,  teachers  who  nominally 
belong  to  the  peasant  community  are  disfranchised 
there  and  also  as  electors  in  the  town,  where  they 
actually  qualify  by  residence  and  occupation. 
An  Anomaly  of  the  Electoral  Law. 

But  perhaps  the  most  flagrant  case  relates  to  the 
members  of  the  Duma  themselves,  who  are  now 
confronted  with  the  prospect  of  disfranchisement  for 
no  other  reason  than  that  they  are  members  of 
the  Duma.  To  the  English  reader  this  no  doubt 
seems  preposterous,  hut  it  will  surprise  no  one  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  hurriedly  flung  together  Electoral 
Law  of  Stolypin,  Kryzhanovsky,  and  Co.  Before  the 
dissolution  of  the  second  Duma  these  gentlemen  made 
an  olla  podrida  of  the  worst  parts  of  foreign  Consti- 
tutions, and  framed  a  number  of  convenient  schemes 
to  suit  various  contingencies.  Thus  Article  18  of  the 
Electoral  Law  states  that  "  a  member  of  the  Duma  in 
case  of  losing  his  qualification  ceases  to  be  a  member 
of  that  assembly.''  This  means  that  persons  elected 
to  the  Duma  on  the  strength  of  their  domiciliary 
qualification,  their  position  as  State  servants  or  as 
industrial  workers,  lose  their  right  to  vote  and  to 
stand  for  re-election 

To  take  as  an  illustration  a  few  cases  at  random, 
all  the  following  deputies  lose  their  seats  under 
Article  18 — {a)  a  deputy  elected,  say,  in  Kiev,  who 
has  qualified  by  leasing  a  house  during  the  pre- 
ceding twelvemonth  ;  (/>)  a  deputy  who  has  been  a 
State  functionary,  and,  in  compliance  with  the  law, 
has  resigned  his  position  on  his  election  ;  (c)  a  deputy 
in  receipt  of  a  State  pension  who  has  lived  in  a  given 
town  for  a  period  of  a  year  ;  (d)  a  deputy  who  has 
been  a  factory-worker. 

All  these  persons  are  literally  disfranchised  by  the 
fact  of  their  election,  for  obviously  one  cannot  live  in 
Kiev  or  work  in  a  factory  at  Kharkov  and  at  the  same 
time  sit  for  five  years  in  the  Duma  in  St.  Petersburg; 
and  while  it  is  a  direct  infringement  of  the  law  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Duma  and  at  the  same  time  to  be  a 
State  functionary,  yet  the  moment  such  an  official 
resigns  he  is  disfranchised.  Thus,  according  to 
Article  18  of  the  Electoral  Law,  members  of  the  Duma 
who  have  been  elected  on  the  strength  of  the  above- 
mentioned  qualifications  should  leave  the  Duma  the 
very  first  moment  it  assembles. 

Now  that  the  elections  to  the  fourth  Duma  are 
approaching,  this  i8th  Article,  like  the  sword  of 
Damocles,  hangs  over  the  heads  of  the  most  demo- 
cratic members  of  the  Duma.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  servile  Senate  will  come  to  the  assistance  of 
members  forming  the  "  stable  Centre "  which  M. 
Kokovtsoff  "  desires  to  see  in  the  fourth  Duma,"  but 
will  do  their  best  to  disfranchise  the  members  who 
represent  the  workers,  for  even  if  the  representatives  of 
the  workers  qualify  by  leasing  flats,  yet  they  will  be  un- 
able to  stand  for  re-election  in  the  working-class  curia. 

During  the  five  years  of  the  "  working  of  the 
Russian  Constitution  "  neither  the  Government  nor 
the  third  Duma  ever  tried  to  do  away  with  this  or 
any  other  anomaly  of  the  law,  and  the  working-class 
organisations  are  at  the  present  moment  greatly 
exercised  as  to  the  fate  of  their  deputies. 
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SEDITION  IN  THE  SERVICES. 


Revolts  Caused  by  Revolting  Food. 


[FROM  a  Russian'  CORRESPONDENT.] 

The  mutiny  of  the  Sapper  battalion  in  the  military 
camp  at  Tashkent,  Turkestan,  is  being  widely  dis- 
cussed in  the  Russian  Press,  and  the  coincidence  of 
the  rising  with  the  sanguinary  repression  of  the 
naval  revolt  in  the  Black  Sea  calls  to  mind  similar 
phenomena  which  occurred  before  the  Revolution, 
such  as  the  mutinies  on  board  the  Potetnkin,  among 
the  sailors  at  Krcnstadt,  and  in  the  military  garrison 
at  Vladivostok.  There  is  a  general  fear  that  another 
insurrection  in  the  army  and  navy  is  impending,  but, 
apart  from  such  speculations,  the  facts  upon  which 
they  are  based  are  both  interesting  and  suggestive, 
and  may  be  briefly  re  apitulated. 

Mice  on  the  Menu. 

Our  authority  is  no  progressive  or  revolutionary 
journal,  but  the  Conservative  and  semi-official  Noroc 
Vrcmya,  which  declares  that  all  revolutionary  pro- 
paganda finds  a  fertile  soil  in  the  Russian  army  and 
navy  on  account  of  the  wholesale  corruption  pre- 
vailing there.  "The  revolts,''  it  goes  on  to  say, 
"  have  a  dietary  rather  than  a  revolutionary  origin," 
being  frequently  due  to  "the  dead  mice  which  the 
men  find  in  their  soup  or  the  worms  swarming  in 
their  meat  ; "  and  they  are  directed  not  against  the 
State,  but  "  against  the  contractors,  who  are  gene- 
rally reported  to  be  thieves  ;  against  the  generals, 
who  often  make  huge  fortunes  through  substituting 
putrid  for  sound  meat,  or  paper  for  good  leather 
boots  ;  and  against  the  officers,  who  reply  to  the 
men's  complaints  with  fisticuffs  and  kicks." 

An  Army  without  Trousers. 

In  support  of  his  statement  the  author  of  the 
article  in  the  Novoc  Vrcmya  quotes  the  following 
letter,  which  he  received  a  fortnight  before  the 
mutiny  from  an  army  captain  in  Turkestan  : — 

"  We  have  no  trousers  either  fcr  the  reservists  in 
case  of  mobilisation  or  even  for  the  young  recruits. 
Those  who  have  joined  us  in  the  last  two  years  are 
compelled  to  go  about  in  rags  or  to  wear  the  clothes 
left  by  the  time-expired  men,  which  is  contrary  to 
regulations.  For  two  years  the  men  have  had  no 
shirts  and  no  summer  headgear,  and  for  a  whole 
twelvemonth  they  have  had  no  bedclothes.  Our 
supply  of  boots  is  eight  months  overdue,  and  the 
men  are  compelled  to  purchase  out  of  their  own 
pockets  articles  of  prime  necessity,  or  else  they  are 
marked  down  as  dangerous  characters." 

Captains  as  Coal-Merchants. 

According  to  the  same  authority,  the  bluejackets 
at  Kronstadt,  Sveaborg,  Sevastopol,  and  Vladivostok 
mutinied  because  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  were  being  robbed  by  their  commanders. 
The  latter  invoiced  the  bread  supplied  to  the  men  at 
i  rouble  60  kopecks  per  lb.,  while  it  only  cost  them 
60  kopecks.  Provisions  bought  at  Vladivostok  were 
booked  as  coming  from  Japan  at  double  or  treble  the 
actual  price.  On  arriving  in  harbour  the  captains 
scld  all  the  stores  in  hand  and  quietly  pocketed  the 
proceeds.  They  even  made  a  practice  of  steaming  at 
slow  speed  in  order  to  economise  the  coal,  which 
they  then  sold  in  foreign  ports. 

If  to  this  picture  we  add  the  numerous  prosecu- 
tions of  commissariat  officers  found  guilty  of  theft  or 
of  receiving  bribes — and  subsequently  pardoned  by 
Imperial  order — we  can  well  believe  that  the  men  of 
the  Russian  Army  and  Xavy  need  no  revolutionary 
stimulus  to  rouse  them  to  revolt. 

Army  and  Wavy  Conspirators  on  Trial. 

After  a  trial  that  extended  over  nine  days,  and  a 
consultation  that  lasted  fifty-seven  hours,  the  Xaval 
Court-Martial  at  the  Port  of  Kronstadt  delivered 
judgment  in  the  case  of  the  Naval  Revolutionary 
Organisation,  discovered  among  the  crews  of  the 
Baltic  fleet,  which  had  its  centre  in  the  Ritrik.  Of 
the  sixty-seven  men  originally  charged,  three  com- 
mitted suicide  during  the  preliminary  inquiry,  while 
five  others  were  too  ill  to  be  brought  before  the 
Court.  Thus  only  fifty-nine  were  put  on  trial,  and 
of  these  only  eleven  were  found  guilty  of  being 
members  of  the  revolutionary  organisation.  Four  of 
.  SSB  were  sentenced  to  four,  and  seven  to  four  and 
a-half  years'  penal  servitude.  Nineteen  more  were 
found  guilty  of  propaganda,  or  of  being  in  possession 
of  seditious  literature,  and  were  also  punished. 

Ten  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  2nd 
I- u-.ihers'  brigade  have  been  sentenced  at  Warsaw 
to  long  terms  of  penal  servitude  for  belonging  to  a 
military  revolutionary  organisation. 

The  other  day  six  sailors  of  the  Black  Sea  Fleet, 
who  were  confined  in  the  floating  prison  off  Sebastopol 
for  offences  against  discipline,  were  sent  for  rowing 
practice  under  an  escort  composed  of  only  two  men. 
Profiting  by  the  smallncss  of  their  escort,  the  prisoners 
disarmed  one  of  them,  threw  him  into  the  sea,  and 
then  made  for  the  shore.  The  surviving  guard 
wounded  one  of  the  men  by  a  shot  from  his 
revolver,  and,  the  firing  having  attracted  a  patrol  to 
the  spot,  five  of  the  fugitives  were  captured. 


INFECTED  RUSSIA. 


Cholera  in  the  Capital. 


We  have  already  given  some  facts  and  figures0 
dealing  with  the  deplorable  insanitary  condition  of 
the  Russian  Kmpire  and  showing  what  a  favourable 
breeding-ground  the  country  affords  for  all  kinds 
of  epidemics.  Cholera  is  above  all  the  scourge  to 
be  feared,  its  appearance  at  any  point  striking  the 
alarm  in  all  directions,  and  cholera  has  now  brok«.  11 
out  simultaneously  in  St.  Petersburg  and  at  Vitebsk. 
For  diplomatic  reasons,  particularly  on  account  of 
M.  Poincare's  visit,  the  Government  wished  to  hush 
the  matter  up,  and  the  "Commission  for  the  Preven- 
tion and  Suppression  of  Kpidemics  "  was  enjoined  to 
maintain  silence.  In  St.  Petersburg  the  secret  was 
well  kept,  but  at  Vitebsk  the  truth  had  to  leak  out, 
for  the  bills  of  mortality  of  that  town  showed  more 
than  twenty  fatal  cases  between  July  20th  and  26th, 
and  thus  the  Commission,  on  August  2nd,  was  com- 
pelled to  declare  Vitebsk  and  its  neighbourhood 
infected  by  cholera  and  dangerous  for  the  public 
health. 

Allowing  the  Epidemic  to  Spread. 

Instead  of  taking  immediate  and  stringent  measures, 
the  Government  contented  itself  with  drawing  up 
the  following  list  of  questions  and  submitting  them 
to  the  Governor  of  Vitebsk  through  the  intermediary 
of  the  chief  sanitary  inspector — (i)  Was  the  origin  of 
the  epidemic  clearly  known  ?  (2)  had  competent 
authorities  made  a  bacteriological  analysis  ?  (3)  were 
the  necessary  measures  being  taken  ?  and  (4)  were 
these  measures  deemed  sufficient  ?  In  reply  to  this 
interrogation,  the  Governor  of  Vitebsk  reported  that — 
(1)  The  source  of  the  outbreak  had  not  been 
discovered  ;  (2)  the  bacteriological  tests,  proving  the 
existence  of  cholera,  were  made  by  a  Jewish  doctor 
attached  to  the  municipal  laboratory,  but  worthy  of 
confidence  ;  (3)  all  doctors  had  been  requisitioned 
and  were  ready  day  and  night  to  answer  the  call ;  and 
(4)  the  Zemstvo  had  been  invited  to  take  any  other 
measures  that  were  necessary.  On  receiving  this 
somewhat  inadequate  statement  the  Administration 
addressed  a  fresh  series  of  questions  to  the  Governor 
of  Vitebsk,  who  thereupon  sent  in  another  report. 
In  the  meantime,  while  the  authorities  prevaricated, 
the  cholera  was  spreading  rapidly,  and  the  local 
newspapers,  without  waiting  for  the  Governor's  per- 
mission, published  the  news. 

In  spite  of  the  Government's  denial,  the  epidemic 
is  raging  along  the  wjfele  length  of  the  Volga,  a  fact 
which  possibly  exptai'rfs*"M.  Puincare's  preference  for 
the  sea  route  to  Russia 


THE    LENA   BLOOD  DRAMA. 


Responsibility  of  Captain  Treschenkoff. 


Senator  Manukhin  has  returned  to  St.  Petersburg 
from  Irkutsk,  where  he  spent  three  days  in  com- 
pleting his  inquiry  into  the  Lena  events.  The  Novoc 
Vrcmya  version  of  the  results  of  the  inquiry — which, 
it  states,  has  exonerated  Captain  Treschenkoff — is 
contradicted  by  the  official  announcement  that 
Senator  Manukhin  has  ordered  the  prosecution  of 
Captain  Treschenkoff,  the  former  head  of  police  of 
the  Vitim  and  Olekmin  mining  districts,  in  virtue  of 
Arts.  338  and  339,  as  well  as  of  Clause  2  of  Art.  341 
of  the  Criminal  Code.  Treschenkoff  is  charged  with 
having  been  guilty,  on  April  17th,  both  of  grave 
errors  of  omission  and  of  exceeding  his  powers.  In 
the  meantime  he  is  to  be  removed  from  the  post  of 
assistant-chief  of  the  gendarmerie  of  the  government 
of  Irkutsk.  The  Senior  Examining  Magistrate  of 
the  Irkutsk  Court  has  been  intrusted  with  the  case. 

It  was  the  apparent  impunity  of  the  chief  culprit, 
if  not  the  sole  author  of  the  massacre,  that  dis- 
heartened the  miners,  who,  despairing  of  ever  obtain- 
ing justice,  preferred  to  evacuate  the  mines.  A  more 
prompt  announcement  of  the  belated  measure  might 
have  prevented  the  wholesale  exodus. 


DISMEMBERMENT   OF  FINLAND. 


The  Committee  charged  with  framing  a  Hill  for 
the  detachment  of  two  parishes  from  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Finland  has  addressed  various  questions  to 
the  Procurator  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject.  The 
Procurator  has  now  supplied  the  Committee  with 
eleven  statistical  tables  obtained  from  the  Central 
Statistical  Bureau  of  Kinland,  bearing  on  the 
economic,  financial,  and  social  conditions.  The  data 
in  question  are,  however,  far  from  complete. 


The  wife  of  Nicolas  Moro/.off,  the  famous  scientist 
and  prisoner  of  Schhisselburg,  who  is  undergoing 
another  year's  imprisonment  in  the  fortress  of  Dvinsk 
for  the  republication  of  his  "Star  Songs,''  has  been 
forbidden  to  reside  within  the  district. 


See  Dakkkst  RUttIA  for  July  17II1,  1912. 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 

Bureaucratic  Bribery  and  Corruption. 
ELECTORAL  APPREHENSIONS. 

The  psychology  of  the  Russian  Idnnovnik  in 
Poland  is  now  being  revealed  in  the  preparations  for 
the  election  campaign.  Notwithstanding  the  immense 
preponderance  of  Polish  voters  in  Warsaw — 60,000 
as  against  3,000  Russians — thf-  Russians,  like  the 
Poles,  arc  entitled  to  choose  one  deputy,  and  the 
Russian  population  has  of  late  been  greatly  agitated 
owing  to  a  sudden  reduction  in  the  number  of  their 
electors,  which,  it  is  feared,  may  mean  that  the 
Russian  curia  will  return  a  Liberal  member. 

The  explanation  of  this  strange  phenomenon  is  to 
be  found  in  the  action  of  the  Government,  which, 
reactionary  though  it  is,  has  been  compelled  to  arrest 
the  most  prominent  members  of  the  bureaucracy  and 
take  criminal  proceedings  against  them,  both  for 
bribery  and  for  embezzling  State  funds,  a  procedure 
which  necessarily  deprives  them  of  their  votes.  In 
view  of  this  disaster,  which  has  overtaken  a  large 
number  of  Loyalists,  it  is  considered  not  unlikely 
that  the  Russian  curia  may  possibly  choose  a  deputy 
in  sympathy  with  the  Cadets. 

Purishkevitch  to  the  Rescue. 

The  situation  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  bureau- 
cracy is  certainly  not  a  pleasant  one,  but  the 
ingenious  ichinovnik  is  equal  to  it.  One  of  the  poor 
"victims" — a  dismissed  book-keeper  of  the  Vistula 
Railways  Administration — appealed  to  the  notorious 
Purishkevitch  for  protection  and  assistance  in 
organising  in  Warsaw  a  branch  of  the  Archangel 
Michael  I'nion.  In  spite  of  the  pending  criminal 
investigation,  Purishkevitch  willingly  complied  with 
the  fraudulent  book-keeper's  request,  and  a  fervent 
agitation  in  favour  of  Purishkevitch  "  ideals  "  is  now 
in  progress  among  the  employees  of  the  Vistula  Rail- 
ways. One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new  Warsaw 
branch  of  the  Archangel  Michael  Union  was  to  send 
a  deputation  to  St.  Petersburg  to  petition  the  Govern- 
ment to  restore  the  franchise  to  the  poor  "  victims"  of 
justice  ;  and,  thanks  to  this  expedient,  the  danger 
threatening  "Real  Russians"  on  the  frontier  may 
possibly  be  averted,  for,  though  the  result  of  the 
petition  is  not  yet  known,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the 
Government  will  come  to  the  assistance  of  the 
dishonest  tchinovniks. 

The  Nationalists  in  Lithuania  and  Lktle  Russia 
are  also  having  their  electoral  anxieties.  Amongst 
the  landed  gentr/  Poles  are  numerous,  and  they  have 
hitherto  secured  a  large  number  of  votes  for  their 
countrymen.  The  Government,  however,  is  taking 
steps  to  remedy  this  state  of  things,  and  electoral 
committees  of  Nationalists  in  Kieff  have  obtained 
permission  from  St.  Petersburg  to  eliminate  the 
Polish  inhabitants  of  Lithuania  and  Little  Russia 
from  the  electoral  colleges,  and  to  create  a  special 
Russian  curia.  By  this  means  the  Real  Russians  will 
be  enabled  to  hold  their  own,  and  the  "  conquerors  " 
will  be  sure  of  a  large  number  of  representatives. 
An  Unholy  Alliance. 

There  remains  the  difficulty  of  arranging  matters 
in  the  towns,  where  the  Jews,  in  spite  of  endless 
restrictions,  still  possess  a  considerable  number  of 
votes.  But,  even  here,  where  there  is  a  will  there  is 
a  way,  and  strange  tidings  have  just  arrived  from 
Volhynia  to  the  effect  that  the  Nationalists  there  are 
proposing  to  the  Jewish  electors  to  form  an  alliance 
on  condition  that  they  will  vote  against  the  Poles. 
This,  being  interpreted,  simply  means  that  the  Jews 
must  either  support  Nationalist  candidates  or  be 
prepared  for  more  pogroms.  In  spite  of  the  under- 
lying menace,  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  the 
Jews  will  entertain  such  a  monstrous  proposal. 
Disfranchising  Polish  Electors. 

The  abnormally  difficult  task  facing  the  Polish 
Progressives  is  evident  from  the  most  cursory 
examination  of  electoral  statistics.  Though  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland  is  one  of  the  industrial  centres 
of  the  Empire,  the  franchise  has  been  curtailed  there 
in  such  an  unscrupulous  manner  that  in  seven  out  of 
ten  governments  the  workmen  are  entirely  dis- 
franchised. In  the  industrial  government  of  Piotrkov, 
with  its  numerous  factories  and  mines,  14  workmen  s 
representatives  are  opposed  by  100  Conservatives. 
In  Lodz  there  are  7  electors  of  the  workman's  class 
against  75  of  the  bourgeoisie.  In  the  government  of 
Warsaw  out  of  104  electors  only  4  are  workmen,  and 
in  the  city  of  Warsaw  the  proportion  is  83  to  3, 
while  in  Radom  a  single  representative  of  the  work- 
man's curia  has  arrayed  Jgainst  him  60  electors  of 
the  Conservative  nobility. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  Government  has  so  manipu- 
lated the  franchise  law  that,  especially  in  industrial 
districts,  the  Conservatives  arc  sure  of  an  enormous 
majority.  The  task  has  been  rendered  easier  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  largest  factories  and  industrial 
enterprises  belong  to  Germans,  who  work  hand  in 
hand  with  the  Government.  Nevertheless,  the  work- 
men have  resolved  to  take  part  in  the  elections,  and 
only  the  Polish  Socialist  Party  is  boycotting  the 
Duma  elections. 
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"To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great 
sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition."— Crom- 
well on  the  Persecution  of  the  Vaudois. 


NOTES. 


The  Loan  and  the  Alliance. 

M.  Poincare  has  been  duly  feted  in  Russia, 
and  the  world  is  invited  to  conclude  that  the 
Franco-Russian  Alliance  subsists.  We  daresay 
that  it  does.  So  also  does  the  Russo- German 
understanding  and  the  Russo-Italian  collusion. 
One  may  safely  say  that  M.  Poincare  would  not 
have  gone  to  Petersburg  unless  the  Kaiser  had 
first  of  all  visited  Baltic  Port.  Russia  has  made 
a  system  in  diplomacy  out  of  her  equivocal 
triangular  relationships.  She  is  the  gay  wife  in 
whose  experience  a  reckless  flirtation  with  an 
admirer  is  always  followed  by  a  substantial 
cheque  from  her  legitimate  spouse.  She  very 
nearly  walked  off  with  the  Kaiser,  and  therefore 
to  prevent  misunderstandings  she  allows  herself 
to  be  seen  on  M.  Poincare's  arm.  The  concrete 
realities  of  the  transaction  are  a  little  mysterious. 
France  and  Russia,  we  are  told,  have  concluded 
a  naval  convention.  That  is  certainly  an  odd 
amusement.  Has  Russia  bound  herself  to  raise 
her  ghostly  ships  from  the  ocean's  bed  at 
Tsushima  when  the  Gallic  cock  crows  ?  Or 
when  next  the  crew  of  the  Potemkiu  takes  it  out 
on  a  inutineering  cruise,  is  it  bound  by  treaty  to 
seek  shelter  in  a  French  port  ?  One  would  have 
supposed  that  before  concluding  a  naval  conven- 
tion it  was  necessary  to  have  a  navy.  But  the 
real  meaning  of  the  transaction  is  well  under- 
stood on  the  Paris  Bourse.  Indeed,  the  Russian 
semi-official  agency  has  already  denied  that  a 
loan  is  under  contemplation.  "When  he  reads 
these  denials  the  French  investor  begins  to  untie 
his  stocking.  Details  as  to  prices  and  commissions 
will  follow  in  due  course. 


That  Free  Press. 

It  was,  we  believe,  so  far  back  as  October, 
1905,  that  Russia  obtained  the  priceless  boon  of 
a  free  Press.  It  is  an  invaluable  reminiscence. 
How  magnificent  does  the  liberality  of  the 
Emperor  appear  in  contrast  with  the  sordid  fact ! 
We  usually  give  a  list  of  the  newspapers  which 
have  been  fined  or  suppressed  during  the  current 
week.  In  the  present  number  we  submit  an 
interesting  addition  to  a  bill  of  fare  which  our 
readers  may  have  found  a  little  monotonous. 
What  is  suppressed  this  week  is  the  possibility 
of  reporting  the  Duma  debates.  Of  course  you 
may  still  report  them.  There  is  a  free  Press  and 
a  free  Tribune  in  a  free  Empire.  But  if  by 
summary  or  quotation  you  depart  by  a  line  or  an 
inch  from  the  full  verbatim  report  of  a  debate, 
you  thereby  make  yourself  responsible  for  the 
treasonable  sentiments  of  any  deputy  of  the 
Opposition.  Treason  may  be  reported,  but  it  is 
all  in  all  or  not  at  all.  In  plain  words,  if  you 
like  to  turn  your  newspaper  into  a  sort  of 
Hansard  you  may  report  the  debates.  But  if 
you  adopt  the  universal  journalistic  rule  of  com- 
pression and  summary,  you  expose  yourself  to 
the  censor's  attentions.  It  is  a  really  clever 
stroke,  by  which  the  bureaucracy  has  run  its 
blue  pencil  through  all  the  reports  of  what  the 
coming  Duma  will  say.    It  is  to  be  a  Black 


Hundred  Duma,  But  if  here  and  there  a  free 
voice  strays  inside  it,  this  decision  has  smothered 
it  in  advance.  The  last  argument  for  the  con- 
tinued existence  of  an  impotent  Duma  is  hereby 
destroyed.  It  was  rather  useful,  because  in  a 
land  where  every  other  form  of  free  opinion  was 
suppressed,  its  debates  brought  to  every  intelli- 
gent reader  a  periodical  instalment  of  unpopular 
truth.  But  that  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  There 
is  still  one  place  in  Russia  where  the  truth  may 
be  spoken.    But  woe  to  the  paper  which  prints  it ! 


Fresh  Blood  for  the  Fourth  Duma. 

What  a  monotonous  thing  our  Western  Parlia- 
ments are,  to  be  sure  !  We  reckon-  our  "  fathers 
of  the  House."  We  are  proud,  in  our  besotted 
way,  of  the  patriarchs  of  seventy  and  eighty 
years  who  have  sat  for  the  last  generation  for 
the  same  constituency.  What  we  need  is  fresh 
blood.  They  do  things  better  in  Russia.  In 
that  stirring  and  ultra-modern  land  they  allow 
no  stagnation.  When  the  younger  generation 
knocks  at  the  door,  the  old  stagers  hurry  out 
without  ceremony.  Do  you  suppose,  for  instance, 
that  the  coming  Duma  will  be  a  stale  copy  of  the 
old,  as  our  House  of  Commons  is  a  copy  (with  a 
little  retouching  of  light  and  shade)  of  its  pre- 
decessor"? Not  a  bit  of  it.  To  begin  with,  most 
of  the  Socialist  deputies  had  to  leave  the  country 
before  the  dissolution.  If  they  had  stayed,  they 
would  have  lost  their  Parliamentary  immunity 
and  been  subject  to  prosecution.  Each  Duma 
boasts  an  entirely  new  Socialist  party.  And  now 
a  whole  new  series  of  Senatorial  ;<  interpreta- 
tions "  has  been  devised  to  prevent  staleness. 
While  they  sat  in  the  Duma  the  .  deputies  lost 
their  electoral  qualifications.  They  ceased  to  be 
technically  "  peasants,"  or  "  industrial  workers," 
or  "  civil  servants,"  or  householders  in  their  con- 
stituency as  the  case  might  be.  It  could  hardly 
be  otherwise.  Audi  the  consequence  is  that  they 
cannot  stand  again.  They  are  not  citizens. 
There  will  be  no  lack  of  "'fresh  blood"  in  the 
new  Duma.  In  this  way  political  experience  is 
the  more  widely  diffused.  Every  ex-deputy 
becomes  a  centre  of  light  and  leading  among  his 
fellow — convicts. 


The  Naval  Revolts. 

The  Russian  navy  has  its  own  way  of  cele- 
brating the  new  naval  convention.  It  is  organ- 
ising mutiny.  We  do  not  pretend  to  know  how 
serious  was  the  plot,  which  the  authorities  are 
said  to  have  discovered,  for  a  naval  revolt  and  an 
attack  upon  the  capital.  It  may  mean  the  open- 
ing 01  a  new  period  of  revolutionary  effort.  It 
may  only  mean  that  some  Azeff  lias  transferred 
himself  from  the  land  to  the  sea,  But  what  is 
of  permanent  interest  is  the  comment  of  the 
Noi-oe  Vremya.  From  its  standpoint  real  political 
disaffection  is  of  course  incomprehensible.  It 
therefore  finds  the  cause  of  this  abortive  mutiny 
(and  also  of  the  very  real  mutiny  among  the 
troops  in  Tashkent)  in  the  peculations  of  Russian 
officers.  It  roundly  declares  that  the  contractors 
are  thieves,  that  the  generals  make  fortunes  out 
of  rotten  meat  and  paper  boots,  while  the  officers 
answer  the  men's  complaints  with  kicks.  In 
these  trenchant  sentences  a  semi-official  news- 
paper, the  chief  bulwark  of  the  bureaucracy, 
sums  up  the  condition  of  the  armed  forces  of 
Russia.  Revolution  may  be  unintelligible  in 
these  conditions,  but  what  are  the  reasons  for 
loyalty  ? 

The  Agrarian  Grievance. 

A  peasantry  will  rarely  rebel  for  purely  poli- 
tical reasons.  Parnell  understood  that  if  the 
Irish  peasantry  was  to  be  regimented  under  the 
Home  Rule  banner,  it  must  be  in  the  battalions 
of  the  Land  League.  The  Stolypin  Land  Act 
seems  to  be  doing  for  the  Russian  peasantry  what 
our  old  indefensible  system  of  land  tenure  did 
for  the  tenants  in  Ireland.    It  is  driving  them  to 


open  and  conscious  political  disaffection.  The 
process  of  breaking  up  the  old  village  communes 
is  evidently  not  destined  to  be  uneventful.  The 
surveyors  who  mark  up  the  farms  which  used  to 
be  common  property  are  mobbed  by  the  old 
members  of  the  mir.  The  farmer  who  ventures 
to  take  what  were  the  fields  of  the  widow  and  the 
orphan  is  prevented  by  main  force  from  tilling 
them.  There  is  evidently  growing  up  in  Russia 
the  same  lawless,  determined  sentiment  which  in 
Ireland  made  life  impossible  for  a  grazier  who 
leased  an  evicted  tenant's  farm.  And  inevitably 
this  struggle  brings  the  peasant  into  conflict  with 
the  Prefect  and  the  police.  No  revolution  was 
ever  based  on  pure  politics.  But  given  an 
agrarian  grievance,  even  a  nation  of  peasants 
may  revolt.  We  incline  to  think  that  the  late 
M.  Stolypin  destroyed  his  police-state  when  he 
made  a  coup  d'etat  to  promulgate  his  Land  Act. 


SUPPRESSING   THE  PRESS. 


To  Discourage  Parliamentary  Reports. 

Hard  times  are  in  store  for  the  Russian  Press  with 
regard  to  the  future  publication  of  Duma  reports. 
On  the  strength  of  a  Senatorial  "  interpretation  "  the 
Press  Committee  has  issued  a  circular  to  the  effect 
that  immunity  against  prosecution  for  reporting 
indictable  speeches  delivered  in  the  Duma  is  condi- 
tional on  such  reports  being  given  verbatim,  any 
abbreviation  or  modification  of  the  text  rendering 
the  newspaper  responsible  for  the  published  contents. 

Needless  to  say,  this  regulation  will  deprive  the 
Press  of  all  security,  since  no  Russian  newspaper  is 
large  enough  to  give  Parliamentary  reports  in  full. 

An  Index  Expurgatorius  for  Newspapers. 

The  notorious  Governor  Muratoff  has  issued  a 
circular  to  all  the  Land  Captains  of  the  Kursk  govern- 
ment, which  defies  in  the  most  flagrant  manner  not 
only  the  Press  regulations,  such  as  they  are,  but  the 
postal  regulations  as  well.  In  most  villages  the  postal 
department  forms  part  of  the  cantonal  office,  and 
Muratoff  has  decided  that  the  cantonal  post-offices 
at  least  are  to  be  at  the  beck  and  call  of  the  Admini- 
stration. He  has  therefore  issued  orders  that  they 
are  to  stop  the  delivery  of  all  Progressive  papers  to 
regular  subscribers,  while  any  papers  addressed  to 
non-subscribers  are  to  be  destroyed  without  com- 
punction. 

In  order  to  assist  his  subordinates  in  their  task 
and  to  obviate  any  error  of  judgment,  Muratoff  has 
drawn  up  a  detailed  list  of  the  tabooed  organs.  The 
following  papers  and  journals  are  accordingly  to  be 
suppressed  throughout  his  province  : — The  Russkoe 
Slovo,  Ketch,  Rannee  Ulro,  Utro  Rossiy,  Ritsskid 
Vycdomosli,  Birjcvya  Vyedomosti,  Kopeyka  (both  of  St. 
Petersburg  and  Moscow),  Sovremennoe  Slovo,  Vseob- 
schaya  Malenkaya  Gazetta,  Vyestnik  Znania,  Yuzhny 
Kray,  Utro  (of  Kharkov),  Kurskava  Gazetta,  and 
Satirikcn. 

The  Governor  is  equally  explicit  with  regard  to  the 
Conservative  papers  which  may  be  allowed  to  reach 
their  destination.  Besides  the  official  publications, 
the  favoured  list  includes  the  Novoe  Vremya,  and 
even  the  notorious  Black  Hundred  organs,  the  Zem- 
schina  and  the  Two-headed  Eagle. 


A  student,  Engel,  has  been  sentenced  by  the  High 
Court  of  St.  Petersburg  to  one  year's  detention  in  a 
fortress  for  the  publication  of  "  The  History  of  the 
Students'  Movement." 

The  District  Court  of  Kharkov  has  sentenced  the 
editor  of  the  local  Utro,  M.  Jmudsky,  to  a  fine  of 
50  roubles  or  ten  days'  imprisonment  for  having 
reported  at  the  time  Professor  Serbsky's  speech 
delivered  before  the  Conference  of  Alienists  and 
Neuropathologists  held  at  Moscow  last  September. 

An  issue  of  the  Yuzhny  Kray  has  been  confiscated 
for  the  publication  of  news  from  Moscow  headed  : 
"The  Prophet  Elijah  as  Patron  of  Aviation." 

The  Retch  and  the  Sovremennoe  Slovo  have  each 
been  fined  500  roubles  for  the  publication  of  a  tele- 
gram from  Vitim  with  reference  to  the  Lena  miners. 

The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  at  Ekaterinos- 
lav,  J.  V.  Protsenko,  has  forbidden  the  local  press  to 
report  any  cases  of  suicide. 

The  Yoiti>  of  Kertch  has  been  once  more  fined  500 
roubles  for  having  reproduced  the  resolution  of 
thanks  passed  by  the  Lena  miners  to  their  counsel, 
which  we  quoted  in  our  last  issue.  The  editor,  who 
failed  to  pay  the  fine,  is  now  in  prison. 

The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  has  fined  M.  Pryan- 
ishnikoff,  the  editor  of  the  Metallist,  300  roubles  for 
the  publication  of  an  article  headed,  "  On  the  Lena." 

Tlie  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  lias  ordered  the 
detention  of  M.  Saburoff,  the  editor  of  the  Pravda, 
for  three  months  for  having  published  an  article 
headed  "  Oppress:on." 
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WHY   RUSSIA  STARVES. 
Famine   as   an   Annual  Visitant. 

The  Department  of  Land  Revenue  has  recently 
issued  an  estimate  of  the  prospects  of  the  forth- 
coming harvest,  from  which  it  appears  that  there 
will  probably  be  famine  in  no  fewer  than  seventeen 
districts,  including  a  great  portion  of  the  Don  and 
Saratov  governments.  But  the  information  is  of  a 
superficial  character,  and  does  not  convey  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  real  state  of  affairs,  the 
report  consisting  largely  of  generalities,  with  the 
expression  of  pious  hopes  for  rain  and  favourable 
weather,  when  everything  will  be  all  right. 

The  real  significance  of  the  vague  statements  of 
the  report  may  be  seen  from  the  decisions  of  the 
Siratov  Relief  Committee  recently  published.  The 
official  report  of  its  proceedings  runs  as  follows  : — 
As  the  Kamyshansky  district,  out  of  422,437  inhabi- 
tants, has  255,323  who  will  be  in  urgent  need,  the 
Committee  decided  to  apply  to  the  Government  for 
a  new  grant-in-aid  for  2,223,707  roubles,  and  for 
voluntary  subscriptions  to  the  extent  of  300,000 
roubles  (last  year  they  applied  only  for  245,000 
roubles)  for  the  organisation  of  relief  in  the  form  of 
public  works  in  the  autumn. 

It  must  also  be  remembered  that  the  population 
have  not  recovered  from  the  last  famine,  which 
indeed  may  be  said  to  be  still  in  existence.  Famine 
in  Russia  has  become  chronic  in  its  severest  forms. 
Xot  a  single  year  passes  without  a  million  or  more 
peasants  suffering  from  want.  This  is  a  striking 
comment  on  the  boast  of  the  Government  that  they 
have  dealt  successfully  with  the  agrarian  problem. 
Bad  harvests  are  possible  in  any  country,  but  in  no 
European  country  is  it  possible  to  find  chronic  famine 
reaching  the  point  of  a  national  calamity.  Such  a 
state  of  things  exists  only  in  Russia,  where  over 
three  million  peasant  families  are  entirely  deprived 
of  land,  and  are  in  a  state  of  serfdom  under  their 
former  owners,  and  while  about  55  per  cent,  of  the 
peasant  families  in  European  Russia  do  not  possess 
the  necessary  implements,  they  have  to  pay  huge 
sums  for  the  land,  and  are  overburdened  with  heavy 
taxation.  Owing  to  the  peculiar  system  of  land  tenure 
they  pay  an  extremely  heavy  rent,  which  renders  it 
impossible  to  get  free  of  debt.  Consequently  before 
the  harvest  is  gathered  the  grain  is  mortgaged  at  the 
lowest  possible  price.  Then  comes  the  Government 
official  and  sells  everything  in  the  house. 

Under  these  conditions  any  shortage  in  the  crops 
brings  the  peasant  to  starvation  point.  This  is,  more- 
over, a  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  further 
development  of  Russian  industry,  and  throws  into  the 
revolutionary  movement  not  only  the  peasantry,  but 
stimulates  even  the  middle  class  to  revolt.  Thus  the 
agrarian  problem  rears  its  head  menacingly,  and 
demands  solution,  or  threatens  destruction  which 
the  Stolypin-Kokovtsoff  system  of  peasant  estates  is 
unable  to  avert. 


MORE    JEWISH  RESTRICTIONS. 


A  number  of  Jewish  hairdressers  and  barbers, 
amounting  together  with  their  assistants  to  several 
thousands,  are  threatened  with  loss  of  their  means  of 
livelihood.  Henceforth  they  will  only  be  allowed 
to  ply  their  calling  on  condition  of  belonging  to  the 
Artisans'  Guild,  which,  however,  refuses  to  all  Jews 
the  privilege  of  membership. 

The  special  committee  appointed  by  the  General 
Staff  to  draft  a  Bill  dealing  with  military  service  for 
Russian  subjects  of  alien  races  has  concluded  its 
labours.  It  is  rumoured  that  the  Bill  proposes  for 
Jews  in  the  army  a  different  kind  of  service  from 
that  of  the  general  population,  and  that  it  also  con- 
tains a  provision  to  substitute  in  certain  cases  a  pecu- 
niary imposition  for  personal  service. 

The  ( iovernor  of  Nijni  has  tent  an  intimation  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Fair  Committee  that  employees 
of  Jewish  merchants  frequenting  the  fair  must  pro- 
duce documentary  evidence  that  no  legal  proceed- 
ings are  pending  against  them. 

The  Commoners'  Corporation  of  Poltava  has 
received  a  confidential  order  from  the  Government 
to  send  no  Jewish  representatives  to  the  patriotic 
celebration-  which  are  to  take  place  on  the  occasion 
of  the  centenary  of  the  battle  of  Borodino. 

Ten  Jewish  families,  several  of  whom  had  been 
residing  therefor  over  thirty  years,  have  been  expelled 
from  Kursk  during  a  single  week. 

The  Kieff  police  continue  their  hunt  for  Jews  who 
have  no  permits  of  residence,  raiding  their  shops  in 
the  day-time  and  their  lodgings  at  night.  Twenty 
Jewish  salesmen  were  arrested  in  the  Lybed  division 
of  the  town  in  a  single  day. 

The  Inspector  of  the  Kieff  scholastic  district  has 
sent  a  circular  to  the  principals  of  Hie  high  schools 
for  young  ladies,  requiring  from  them  information  as 
to  the  number  of  Jewesses  among  their  pupils.  It  is 
proposed  to  introduce  in  those  schools  a  percentage 
ratio,  similar  to  that  already  existing  in  the  (jrammar- 


schoolsfor  boys.  The  Ydlhymu  fliizn professes  toknow 
from  a  reliable  source  that  the  new  percentage 
regulation  will  be  enforced  at  the  beginning  of  the 
winter  term. 

A  Siberian  Pale  of  Settlement. 

The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  of  Vladivostok 
has  issued  a  circular  for  the  guidance  of  Jews  in 
which  he  declares  that  Jews  living  in  Vladivostok 
have  to  consider  the  district  of  N'ikolsk-l'ssuri  as 
their  Bale,  from  which  only  privileged  Jews  are 
entitled  to  absent  themselves  temporarily  when  pro- 
vided with  the  regulation  permits  issued  twice  a  year 
for  the  term  of  two  months. 

Foreign  Jews  arc  not  entitled  to  enter  Vladivostok. 


STATE-ELECTED  PROFESSORS. 


Trouble   Brewing    in   the  Universities. 


[From  our  St.  Petersih'r<;  Correspondent.] 
M.  Kasso,  the  present  Minister  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, has  excelled  all  his  predecessors  in  the  art  of 
vexing  and  humiliating  the  teaching  staff  of  the 
universities.  He  recently  ordered  the  Professorial 
Conference  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Cniversiiy  to  elect 
candidates  for  the  vacant  chairs  of  the  Philosophy  of 
Law  and  of  Mercantile  Law,  but  instead  of  selecting 
the  eminent  candidates  recommended  bythe  Faculty, 
he  appointed  to  the  professorships  men  of  his  own 
chcice,  whose  scholarly  achievements  are  so  slender 
that  one  of  them  only  managed  with  difficulty  to 
obtain  his  Doctor's  degree,  which  was  refused  to 
him  by  the  university  of  Kharkov,  but  ultimately 
granted  by  that  of  Kieff.  It  is  not,  theiefore, 
unlikely  that  the  winter  session  will  be  inaugurated 
by  hostile  demonstrations  on  the  part  of  the  students 
against  the  new  Professors,  if  they  do  not  boycott 
their  lectures  altogether. 

The  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  has  rejected 
the  candidature  of  the  eminent  economist  M.  Tugan- 
Baranovsky  for  the  chair  of  political  economy,  to 
which  he  was  recommended  by  the  Professorial 
Conference  of  the  St.  Petersburg  University. 


THE  FIRST  VICTIM  OF  REACTION. 


A  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of  Herzenstein. 


Prince  Demetrius  Trubetzkoy  has  contributed  to 
the  Russkia  Yvcdornosti  an  appreciation  of  the  late 
deputy  of  the  first  Duma,  M.  J.  Herzenstein, ion  the 
occasion  of  the  sixtlr  anniversary  of  the  latter's 
death  by  assassination  at  the  hands  of;  the  Union  of 
the  Russian  People.  In  his  eloquent  tribute  to  the 
martyred  deputy,  Prince  Trubetzkoy  shows  how 
faithfully  he  upheld  the  interests  of  the  peasantry, 
whose  representatives  in  the  Duma  considered  him 
as  their  spokesman. 

"It  was  from  him  that  the  country  expected  a  bold 
as  well  as  a  businesslike  solution  of  the  fatal  agrarian 
question.  .  .  .  Fate  did  not  spare  him.  He  fell 
as  the  first  victim  of  the  Reaction,  ten  days  after  the 
dissolution  of  the  first  Duma  ;  but  his  name  is  indis- 
solubly  connected  with  the  demands  for  the  libera- 
tion of  the  people  and  for  social  justice.  Neither 
Moscow,  which  sent  him  to  his  elevated  post,  nor 
the  Russian  people,  whom  he  served  with  such  ability 
and  devotion,  will  ever  forget  their  faithful  son." 


DISUNITED  HOOLIGANS. 

The  Union  of  the  Russian  People  at  Kharkov 
cannot  hold  together,  in  spite  of  its  being  trebly 
padlocked.  In  order  to  prevent  the  rival  wing  from 
carrying  on  an  electoral  campaign,  each  fraction 
fixed  a  padlock  of  its  own  to  the  door  of  the  Union 
premises,  so  as  to  bar  the  entry  to  the  other.  The 
landlord,  however,  has  seen  fit  to  improve  the  situa- 
tion by  fixing  impartially  an  independent  lock,  as 
neither  side  had  paid  the  rent. 

A  somewhat  similar  fate  has  befallen  the  Yalta 
branch  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  which 
has  been  turned  out  of  its  premises  by  the  landlord, 
who  had  failed  to  get  his  rent  for  several  months. 

The  Odessa  branch  of  the  Union  is  much  per- 
turbed by  the  discovered  misappropriation  of  funds 
bequeathed  by  the  late  millionaire  Marazli. 

Recruiting  for  the  Union. 

At  the  village  of  Andreyovka,  in  the  Government 
of  Poltava,  a  certain  Shclitsko  from  Yalta  arrived  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  local  branch  of  the 
Union  of  the  Russian  People  there.  He  brought 
with  him  for  distribution  a  quantity  of  "Unionist'' 
literature,  including  an  appeal  by  the  "  Monks  of  the 
St.  Nicholas  Convent  at  Kieff"  directed  against  the 
Jews,  and  an  appeal  by  Monk  Iliodore  on  the  duty  of 
combating  revolution.  After  a  consultation  with  the 
local  priests,  who  inaugurated  the  proceedings  with 
a  short  prayer,  SheliUko  urged  the  peasants  to  join 
the  Union,  and  to  fight  the  Jfiws.  The  peasants, 
however,  declined  to  a  man  to  join  the  Union,  telling 
the  agitator  plainly  that  they  were  living  at  peace 
with  the  Jews  and  had  no  desire  to  fight  them. 


UNWELCOME  AGRARIAN  REFORM. 


Opposition  to  the  Land  Organisation  Law. 


The  Government's  action  in  detaching  from  the 
communal  holdings  plots  for  individual  farmers— a 
class  which  it  is  doing  its  utmost  to  create — frequently 
gives  rise  to  violent  resistance.  Thus  at  the  village 
of  Traby,  in  the  government  of  Yilna,  the,  pea-ant - 
administered  a  severe  thrashing  to  the  Surveyor  of 
the  Land  Organisation  Committee,  and  fcur  of  them 
are  under  arrest  in  consequence. 

Matters  have  assumed  a  still  more  serious  aspect 
at  Miropole,  in  the  Sudjansk  district  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Kursk,  where,  in  response  to  an  alarm 
sounded  by  the  church  bells,  a  crowd  of  some  thou- 
sand peasants  assembled,  and  put  the  surveyors  to 
flight.  When  the  Acting  Governor,  accompanied  by 
the  provincial  Chief  of  the  gendarmerie  and  hundreds 
of  guards  from  other  districts,  arrived  on  the  spot,  the 
peasants  attempted  to  bar  his  progress  with  tables 
covered  with  holy  ikons  and  portraits  of  the 
Emperor.  The  Governor,  whose  carriage  was 
followed  by  a  crowd  of  howling  women  and 
children,  managed  to  evade  these,  however,  and 
when,  an  hour  later,  the  Public  Prosecutor,  accom- 
panied by  two  District  Captains,  attempted  to  clear 
away  the  improvised  barricades,  the  women  flung 
their  babies  at  the  feet  of  the  guards,  while  the  men, 
seizing  not  only  the  tables,  but  even  the  ikons  and 
the  framed  pictures  of  the  Sovereign,  used  them 
as  weapons  against  the  guards  and  their  officers. 

On  the  following  day  the  surveyors,  pro  ected  by 
the  guards,  proceeded  with  their  work  of  delimita- 
tion, while  the  Governor  was  called  to  the  neigh- 
bouring village  of  Plekhovsk,  where  the  peasants 
were  preventing  the  farmers,  who  had  already  been 
granted  allotments  in  1910,  to  till  iheir  plots. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


The  Examining  Magistrate  Mashkevitch  is  spending 
eight  hours  a  day  interrogating  the  witnesses  in  the 
Yuschinsky  murder  case  and  telegraphing  the  results 
to  St.  Petersburg.  He  is  confining  himself  strictly 
to  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  indicated  by  M. 
Brazul-Brushkovsky,  and  refuses  to  examine  any 
other.  Such  a  narrow  method  entirely  excludes  the 
evidence  of  the  witnesses  referred  to  by  the  previous 
official  examiners,  Ivanoff,  Fenenko,  and  Kiritchenko, 
whose  depositions  would  be  calculated  to  corro- 
borate and  to  complete  the  circumstances  of  the 
murder  described  by  M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky. 

Advocate  Grigorovitch-Barsky,  the  counsel  for 
Beilis,  declares  that  the  case  against  his  client  has 
broken  down,  and  expresses  his  confidence  in  the 
impending  release  of  the  innocent  prisoner. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  Madame  Beilis  is  not 
allowed  to  visit  her  husnand,  while  the  authorities 
have  revenged  themselves  on  the  discoverer  of  the 
true  culprits  by  imprisoning  the  former  head  of  the 
Kieff  Detective  Department,  Krassovsky,  for  offences 
which  he  is  alleged  to  have  committed  while  occu- 
pying that  post. 

M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky,  the  journalist  who  pub- 
lished the  details  of  the  murder,  has  been  summoned 
from  the  Crimea,  where  he  was  recuperating  his 
health,  to  Kieff  for  the  purpose  of  giving  supple- 
mentary evidence. 


ELECTIONEERING  ITEMS. 


Advocate  Grusenberg,  who  was  disqualified  as  a 
candidate  for  the  second  curia  at  Yilna  on  the  ground 
of  non-residence,  is  now  standing  for  the  first  curia  of 
the  same  town,  where  he  possesses  the  qualification 
of  an  owner  of  real  property. 

M.  Tchernosvitoff,  a  member  of  all  three  Dumas 
for  the  government  of  Vladimir,  has  now  been  struck 
off  the  register  of  electors. 

The  candidate  of  the  nobility  of  the  Atkarsk 
district,  Yanovsky,  recommends  himself  to  his 
electors  by  claiming  to  be  "  even  more  Nationalist 
than  Purishkevitch." 

At  Ekaterinoslav  wholesale  arrests  have  been 
effected,  with  a  view  to  preventing  the  electoral 
activity  of  the  Opposition. 

In  drawing  up  the  lists  of  the  electors  at  Nikolayev 
the  local  authorities  have  omitted  a  full  half  of  the 
lodgers  who  are  taxpayers,  and  are  thus  entitled  to 
a  vote. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  instructed  the 
Governor  of  Kieff  to  admit  to  the  elections  only  those 
Jewish  merchants  who  are  known  to  have  paid  the 
First  Guild  tax  for  more  than  fifteen  years. 

The  District  Court  of  Saratov  has  dismissed  the 
case  against  Count  A.  A.  Uvaroff  on  the  charge  of 
having  in  former  years  taken  wrongful  possession  of 
a  forest.  As  our  readers  are  already  aware,  the 
trumpery  charge  was  brought  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
disqualifying  the  Count,  who  was  an  independent 
member  of  the  thhd  Duma,  for  the  coming  elections. 
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THE    TRAGEDY    OF  PERSIA. 


"  Only  the  pen  of  a  Macaulay  or  the  brush  of  a 
Yerestchagin,"  writes  Mr.  Morgan  Shuster  in  the 
preface  to  his  absorbing  account  of  recent  events 
in  Persia,*  "  could  adequately  portray  the 
rapidly-shifting  scenes  attending  the  downfall  of 
this  ancient  nation — scenes  in  which  two  powerful 
and  presumably  enlightened  Christian  countries 
played  fast  and  loose  with  truth,  honour, 
decency,  and  law ;  one,  at  least,  hesitating 
not  even  at  the  most  barbarous  cruelties  to 
accomplish  its  political  designs  and  to  put  Persia 
beyond  hope  of  regeneration."  It  is  a  damning 
indictment,  and  no  Englishman  can  read  Mr. 
Shuster's  book,  in  which  he  proves  all  his  charges 
up  to  the  hilt,  without  experiencing  an  over- 
whelming sense  of  shame.  Great  Britain,  it  is 
true,  sinned  against  Persia  through  the  weakness 
of  her  diplomacy  and  not  of  malicious  design ; 
but  her  part  as  an  abetter  of  Russian  trickery 
and  aggression  is  only  a  degree  less  deplorable, 
and  certainly  more  inglorious,  than  that  enacted 
by  the  leading  figure  in  this  pitiful  tragedy. 
With  the  main  events  that  have  led  to  the  down- 
fall of  Persia's  Constitution  and  the  destruction 
of  her  national  independence  our  readers  are,  of 
course,  tolerably  familiar.  Much  of  Mr.  Shuster's 
narrative  necessarily  travels  over  well-worn 
ground,  but  the  author  throws  a  light  of  remark- 
able power  on  the  inner  meaning  of  the  various 
episodes,  and  in  a  manner  that  is  grimly  fasci- 
nating takes  us  behind  the  scenes  of  Persian 
statesmanship  and  European  diplomacy,  and 
shows  us  the  almost  incredible  meanness  and 
callous  brutality  with  which  the  protecting 
Powers  played  their  respective  roles. 

On  August  31st,  1907,  the  famous  Anglo- 
Russian  Convention  was  signed,  and  a  few  days 
later  it  was  made  public  at  Teheran.  This 
document,  which  was  chiefly  designed  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  a  conflict  of  British  and 
Russian  interests  in  Persia,  was  prefaced  by  a 
solemn  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  two 
Powers  that  they  would  "respect  the  integrity  and 
independence  of  Persia  " — an  engagement  which 
was  subsequently  emphasised  by  an  official  com- 
munication from  the  British  Minister  at  Teheran 
to  the  Persian  Government.  We  do  not  propose 
to  enter  into  the  disconcerting  story  of  Sir  Edward 
Grey's  recent  attempt  to  disavow  the  latter 
document,  taking  our  stand  on  the  fact  that  it 
was  an  official  communication  of  which  the 
Foreign  Office  must  have  been  cognisant  at  the 
time  and  which  it  then  took  no  steps  to  repudiate. 
Nor  do  we  much  care  to  discuss  the  ethics  of  that 
kind  of  political  argument  which  maintains  that 
the  "  spirit "  of  the  Convention  is  not  quite  the 
same  as  its  letter,  and  that,  in  effect,  plain  words 
may  be  given  an  interpretation  the  very  opposite 
of  their  obvious  meaning.  "  The  object  of  the 
two  Powers  in  making  this  Agreement,"  wrote 
Sir  Cecil  Spring- Rice  in  1907,  "  is  not  in  any  way 
to  attack  but  rather  to  assure  for  ever  the 
independence  of  Persia.  Not  only  do  they  not 
wish  to  have  at  hand  any  excuse  for  intervention, 
but  their  object  in  these  friendly  negotiations  was 
not  to  allow  one  another  to  intervene  on  the 
pretext  of  safeguarding  their  interests."  Could 
anything  be,  more  explicit,  or  more  at  variance 
with  subsequent  events  ?  Russia  made  no  secret 
of  her  determination  to  control  Persian  affairs, 
and  Great  Britain  made  no  effort  to  restrain  her 
partner.     The    Constitution,    of    course,  was 
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anathema  in  the  eyes  of  the  Tsar's  representa- 
tives, who  had  found  it  so  much  easier  to  coerce 
a  vicious  despot  into  compliance  with  their 
demands  than  a  national  Parliament.  Hence 
Russian  intrigues  to  overthrow  the  Constitution 
and  restore  the  ex- Shah  were  continuous 
and  notorious.  With  the  connivance  and  assist- 
ance of  the  Russian  authorities,  Mohammed 
Ali,  whom  they  had  undertaken  to  keep  out  of 
the  country,  was  allowed  to  collect  arms  and 
move  from  Odessa  through  Russia,  embark  on  a 
Russian  steamer,  and  enter  Persian  territory. 
His  attempt  to  regain  the  throne  failed,  but  the 
disorder  he  and  his  followers  caused  was  suffi- 
cient to  provide  Russif.  with  an  excuse  for 
drafting  thousands  of  her  soldiers  into  the 
country,  where  they  stili  remain.  The  dying 
statement  of  Arshadu'd- Dawla,  the  ex-Shah's 
principal  general,  gives  incontestable  proof  of 
the  complicity  of  Russia's  representatives  in 
Mohammed  Ali's  invasion.  Countless  other 
instances  might  be  cited  of  the  way  in  which 
Russia  encouraged  and  assisted  the  forces  of 
disruption.  The  Constitutional  regime,  for  which, 
it  is  declared  in  certain  quarters,  Persia  has  been 
shown  to  be  completely  unfitted,  was  never 
given  a  chance.  Nor  were  Mr.  Shuster's  brave 
endeavours  as  Treasurer  General  to  set  Persia 
on  her  feet  financially — endeavours  which,  even 
in  the  few  months  he  w  is  able  to  labour  and 
with  all  the  forces  of  Ruseian  intrigue  and  native 
aristocratic  corruption  rrayed  against  him, 
effected  a  marvellous  transformation  in  the 
credit  of  the  country — allowed  to  mature.  The 
loan  of  four  millions  which  Mr.  Shuster  was 
negotiating,  and  which  might  have  effected 
Persia's  salvation,  was  effectively  vetoed  by 
Russia,  who  was  naturally  unwilling  to  see  her 
debtor  escape  from  her  exclusive  grip.  And  so 
the  melancholy  tale  goes  on,  losing  nothing  in 
the  telling  from  Mr.  Shuster's  plain-spoken  style 
of  narrative,  and  culminating  in  the  unspeakable 
outrage  of  Russia's  ultimatums  ©f  last  November, 
the  violent  destruction  of  the  Medjliss,  and  the 
revolting  horrors  of  the  Russian  occupation  of 
Tabriz  and  other  towns. 

To-day  Northern  Persia  is  a  Russian  depen- 
dency. The  hold  that  has  by  these  vile  methods 
been  secured  will  not  easily  be  loosened.  Indeed, 
we  may  expect  the  grip  to  tighten  as  time  goes 
on,  until  the  country  becomes  incorporated  in  the 
Russian  Empire.  Doubtless  the  thing  will  be 
done  with  some  outward  show  of  regard  for 
decency.  There  will  be  solemn  covenants  in 
which  Russia  will  pledge  herself  to  respect 
Persian  autonomy.  But  we  know  what  this 
means.  There  were  similar  pledges  given  to- 
Georgia,  in  the  Caucasus,  and  now  that  country, 
possessing  not  a  vestige  of  self-government,  has 
become  the  prey  of  Russian  violence  and  misrule, 
and  of  her  former  prosperity  not  a  vestige  remains. 
Or  there  is  Finland,  where  Russia  has  also  broken 
her  most  sacred  undertakings,  flouting  treaties 
and  laws  in  order  that  she  may  impose  her 
oppressive  will  upon  the  people.  That  the  same 
fate  is  intended  for  Northern  Persia  no  one  who 
is  acquainted  with  modern  Russian  history  can 
doubt.  In  the  eternal  shame  of  this  outrage 
England  is  unhappily  involved.  And  what 
have  we  gained  from  the  transaction  ?  Nothing 
but  a  new  and  disquieting  menace  on  our  Indian 
frontier,  which  the  project  of  a  Trans-Persian 
Railway  renders  even  more  formidable.  And 
while  we  have  lost  both  in  reputation  and  in  sub- 
stance, the  Persian  nation  has  lost  its  whole 
inheritance.  Five  years  ago  we  solemnly  engaged 
"  to  respect  the  integrity  and  independence  of 
Persia."  To-day  these  words  have  no  meaning, 
except  as  a  reminder  of  the  depths  to  which  our 
understanding  with  Russia  has  caused  British 
policy  in  the  East  to  sink. 


THE    LENA  MASSACRE. 

Investigating    Senator's    Report    on  the 
Tragedy. 

MINISTER'S  STATEMENTS 
REFUTED. 


Extensive  extracts  from  Senator  Manukhin's  report 
on  the  Lena  massacre  have  been  published  by  the 
Russian  Press,  and  more  particularly  by  the  Russkoc 
Siovo,  which  contrasts  the  conscientious  report  of  the 
Revising  Senator  with  the  mendacious  statements 
made  on  the  subject  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
in  the  Duma.  The  latter,  in  reply  to  various  inter- 
pellations, declared  that  the  crowd  had  invaded  the 
police  stations,  stopped  passenger  trains,  resisted  the 
execution  of  evictions  by  legal  judgment,  and  pre- 
vented the  new  hands  from  starting  work.  As  for 
the  massacre  itself,  M.  Makaroff  justified  it  by  the 
assertion  that,  urged  on  by  "wicked  agitators,"  the 
crowd  had  run  amok  and  attacked  the  troops,  which 
had  no  alternative  except  to  fire,  and  that  everything 
was  done  according  to  the  regulations  in  cases  of 
riot. 

All  this  is  flatly  contradicted  by  Senator  Manukhin, 
who  reports  most  emphatically  that,  according  to  the 
evidence  of  all  the  police  officers  and  mining  inspec- 
tors, and  even  of  the  majority  of  the  Company's  staff, 
the  strike  proceeded  quite  peacefully.  In  spite  of  its 
long  duration  and  the  vast  area  affected  by  it,  what- 
ever cases  of  disorder  broke  out  were  quite  isolated, 
and  were  never  accompanied  by  any  manifestations 
that  might  hie  regarded  as  threatening  public  i.^.r- 
quillity.  The  crowd  bore  no  arms  of  any  kind, 
was  peaceably  disposed,  and  did  not  attack  any  one. 

Dying  Men's  Stories. 

One  of  the  witnesses,  a  priest  named  Vinokuroff, 
who  visited  the  hospital  after  the  massacre,  made 
the  following  deposition  : — 

"  During  my  round  of  all  the  wards  I  questioned 
everybody  as  to  what  had  happened.  All  the  wounded, 
without  a  single  exception,  declared  that  they  were 
going  to  the  Nadejdin  mine  for  the  purpose,  and  for 
the  sole  purpose,  of  presenting  a  petition  to  the 
Assistant  Public  Prosecutor,  and  they  were  quite 
unable  to  understand  why  they  had  been  fired 
upon.  The  same  emphatic  assertion  was  made  to 
me  by  those  who  died  before  my  eyes.  Dying  men 
tell  no  lies." 

It  appears  from  the  Senator's  report  that  the  dis- 
satisfaction of  the  miners  with  the  dealings  of  the 
Lena  Company  only  assumed  an  acute  form  owing 
to  a  raid  made  on  the  night  of  April  17th  on  the 
workmen's  barracks,  when  the  authorities  arrested 
the  strike  leaders,  including  the  workmen's  deputies 
who  used  to  act  as  their  spokesmen.  Owing  to  the 
arrest  of  their  comrades  the  remaining  deputies 
resigned  their  office  the  next  morning,  declaring  that 
all  those  who  wished  to  petition  for  an  increase  of 
rations,  as  well  as  for  the  release  of  the  prisoners, 
must  do  so  themselves  "  in  a  body."  Accordingly 
two  petitions  to  that  effect,  addressed  respectively  to 
the  District  Engineer  and  to  the  Assistant-Public 
Prosecutor,  were  read  out  and  approved  by  the 
assembled  workmen.  Owing  to  the  deep  snow,  the 
workmen  could  only  proceed  five  or  six  abreast, 
thus  spreading  over  a  considerable  distance.  Captain 
Treschenkoff ,  who  was  at  the  end  of  the  bridge  which 
spans  the  River  Akanak,  ordered  a  guard  named 
Kitoff,  who  happened  to  pass  by,  to  warn  the  crowd 
to  stop  or  to  turn  towards  the  electricity  works  ;  but 
when  Kitoff  reached  the  petitioners  the  procession 
had  already  passed  beyond  the  turning  leading  to  the 
works. 

The  Massacre  Described. 

In  the  meantime  District-Engineer  Tulchinsky, 
fearing  that  the  workmen  might  disregard  the  order 
of  an  inferior  police-officer,  hastened  himself  to 
meet  the  procession.  As  soon  as  those  in  front 
noticed  the  Engineer's  approach  they  turned  towards 
him  and  gradually  formed  a  crowd  round  him.  M. 
Tulchinsky  hastily  glanced  through  the  petition  pre- 
sented to  him,  and  implored  the  crowd  to  turn  back. 
The  workmen  who  were,  within  the  reach  of  his 
voice  were  already  expressing  their  willingness  to 
comply,  when  a  volley  was  fired,  and  the  whole 
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advance  section  of  the  procession  immediately  lay 
down.  The  first  volley  not  being  followed  by  others, 
the  workmen  jumped  up  after  a  while  and  began  to 
run  in  every  direction  ;  but  at  that  very  moment  the 
firing  was  vigorously  renewed.  There  were  372 
wounded,  out  of  whom  170  died. 

The  Senator  has  convinced  himself  that  even  with 
the  best  desire  it  would  have  been  materially  impos- 
sible for  the  procession  to  recede  or  to  disperse  in 
the  short  interval  that  elapsed  between  the  warning, 
which  was  not  given  in  the  prescribed  manner,  and 
the  firing.  The  alleged  advance  of  the  workmen 
against  the  troops  was  nothing  else  but  the  involun- 
tary movement  of  those  in  front  pushed  forward  by 
those  in  the  rear.  Captain  Treschenkoff  had  done 
nothing  to  prevent  at  the  proper  time  the  formation 
and  the  meeting  of  the  crowds  coming  from  the 
various  mines,  while  at  the  decisive  moment  he  failed 
to  emplov  the  peaceful  means  at  his  disposal. 

According  to  the  Russian  papers,  the  English  Lena 
Goldfields  Company  is  not  satisfied  with  the  explana- 
tions tendered  by  its  representative,  M.  Timiriazeff, 
and  has  resolved  to  express  at  the  next  general  meet- 
ing of  shareholders  its  want  of  confidence  in  the 
company's  management  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  to 
insist  on  the  dismissal  of  its  entire  staff  on  the  spot. 


THE   ELECTION  CAMPAIGN. 


Activity  of  Government  "  Managers. 


The  Assistant  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Kharuzin, 
is  presiding  over  the  consultations  held  at  the  Home 
Office  by  the  sectional  heads  entrusted  with  the 
management  of  the  elections.  At  these  consultations 
the  results  of  the  electoral  manoeuvres  carried  out 
by  the  local  authorities  are  being  discussed.  The 
election  "managers"  will  also  examine  the  electoral 
qualification  statistics  as  well  as  the  local  party 
organisations,  and  will  inquire  into  any  propaganda 
that  may  be  carried  on  by  the  parties  of  the  Left 
among  the  workmen  and  peasants.  A  report  will  be 
submitted  on  the  effect  and  scope  of  the  recent 
restrictive  interpretations  issued  by  the  Senate  and 
the  Ministry  of  the  Interior.  On  the  conclusion  of 
the  consultations  the  most  precise  instructions  will 
be  issued  to  the  local  authorities,  impressing  upon 
them  the  especial  necessity  of  vigorous  action  during 
the  last  stage  of  the  electoral  campaign. 
'  The  register  of  electors  as  made  up  at  Kursk 
deserves  to  be  recommended  by  the  authorities  as  a 
standard  model  to  all  the  constituencies.  In  the  first 
curia  all  the  large  manufacturers  have  been  carefully 
omitted  from  the  list,  while  by  way  of  compensation 
a  large  number  of  dead  persons  have  been  gene- 
rously included  in  the  register  of  voters.  In  the 
>econd  curia  even  the  staff  of  the  Vestry  have  been 
excluded,  and  no  Jews  at  all  have  been  entered.  The 
clergy  in  the  towns  of  the  governments  of  Vyatka, 
Ufa,  Saratov,  and  Kazan  are  complaining  that  the 
Holy  Synod  is  compelling  them  to  play  the  part  of 
dummies  in  the  electoral  campaign,  because  at  the 
clerical  conferences  they  are  not  allowed  to  discuss 
any  public  questions  outside  the  ready-made  pro- 
grammes presented  by  the  vicars.  Both  the  priests 
and  the  parish  school-teachers  protest  that  the  role 
assigned  to  them  is  entirely  opposed  to  their  duty 
towards  the  country. 

Fears  of  a  Priest-ridden  Duma. 

M.  Menshikoff,  in  the  Novoe  Vrcmya,  deprecates  the 
packing  of  the  Duma  with  clergymen,  and  refuses 
to  believe  that  the  Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod 
contemplates  the  election  of  hundreds  of  priests  and 
a  score  of  bishops.    He  writes  : — 

'  Such  an  overwhelming  preponderance  of  a  single 
class,  and  that  the  least  numerous,  would  make  the 
Duma  not  an  Imperial  or  popular  Legislature,  but 
clearly  a  Chamber  of  usurpation.  It  would  become 
the  laughing-stock  of  all  Europe,  and  still  more  of 
Russia  itself." 

The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  received  reports 
on  the  electoral  position  from  the  Governors  of 
thirty-two  provinces,  who  explain  the  indifference  of 
the  population  towards  the  election  by  the  general 
disappointment  felt  at  the  insignificant  results  of  the 
labours  of  the  third  Duma. 


MARTIAL    LAW    AT  KRONSTADT. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  township  and  the  fortress 
district  of  Kronstadt  have  been  notified  by  the 
police  that  civilians  charged  with  offences  enume- 
rated in  supplementary  clause  I.  of  Article  23,  con- 
tained in  Vol.  II.  of  the  Code  of  Laws,  fall  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  courts-martial,  and  will  be  punished 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  in  force  at  time  of  war. 


The  Exchange  Committee  of  Elisavetpol  has 
resolved  to  petition  for  the  rescission  of  the  local 
Governor's  circular  ordering  the  expulsion  of  Jews, 
in  view  of  the  injury  inflicted  thereby  on  trade 
generally. 


MINISTER    OF  EDUCATION. 

M.  Kasso's  Evil  Record. 

THE    "  MOLDAVIAN "  PERIOD. 

Prince  Eugene  Trubetskoy,  a  former  Professor  at 
Moscow  University,  has  contributed  to  the  Reich  a 
severe  criticism  of  the  doings  of  tiie  present  Minister 
of  Public  Instruction.  Though,  he  says,  M.  Kasso  is 
a  man  after  the  heart  of  the  "  Real  Russians,"  he  is 
not  of  Russian  race,  and  even  speaks  Russian  with  a 
foreign  accent.  Like  the  notorious  hero  of  the 
Nationalists  and  clown  of  the  Duma,  Purishkevitch, 
who  has  been  raised  to  the  rank  of  Actual  Coun- 
cillor of  State,  he  hails  from  Bessarabia,  and  piesents 
the  type  of  a  Roumanian  or  Moldavian  anxious  to 
make  up  for  his  foreign  extraction  by  affecting  an 
exaggerated  and  intolerant  Nationalism  which  is 
loathed  and  repudiated  by  the  best  men  of  Russian 
race. 

When  on  the  staff  of  the  Moscow  University,  from 
1906  to  1910,  he  was  reputed  to  be  a  man  of 
Right  convictions,  but  took  so  little  interest  in  check- 
ing the  Progressive  tendencies  of  that  University 
that  he  never  put  in  an  appearance  at  the  meetings  of 
the  University  Council.  Even  after  his  promotion  to 
the  Ministry  he  saw  no  objection  to  appointing  to  a 
Moscow  professorship  a  Cadet  who  had  even  made 
himself  guilty  of  signing  the  Viborg  Manifesto. 

Destroying  the  Universities. 

But  when  the  Right  wing  of  the  Duma  began  to 
refer  to  him  as  a  Professor  from  Moscow  of  "  Cadet 
stuffing"  he  deemed  it  advisable  to  strengthen  his 
position  and  to  display  his  unimpeachable  "  Right- 
ness "  by  shattering  the  foundations  of  Moscow 
University,  after  which  he  proceeded  to  the  "cleans- 
ing" of  the  University  of  St.  Petersburg.  He  trans- 
ferred Professor  M.  J.  Pergament,  a  high  authority 
on  Roman  and  Civil  Law,  from  the  metropolis  to 
Dorpat,  replacing  him  by  Professor  Udintsoff,  whose 
merits  lie  outside  the  sphere  of  scholarship.  The 
chair  of  Legal  Philosophy  was  practically  occupied, 
without  the  title  of  Ordinary  Professor,  by  M. 
Petrazycki,  who  is  the  most  brilliant  and  profound 
investigator  of  the  Theory  of  Law  both  in  Russia  and 
abroad.  But  he  was  now  obnoxious  to  the  Minister 
as  one  of  the  signatories  of  the  Viborg  Manifesto,  and 
M.  Kasso  ordered  the  Professorial  Conference  to 
reeommmend  a  candidate  for  filling  the  officially 
vacant  chair  in  a  regulatr  manner.  The  Conference, 
aware  of  the  political  offence  of  M.  Petrazycki  him- 
self, recommended  M.  Taranowski,  his  pupil,  being 
convinced  that  the  new  "  Ordinary  "  Professor  would 
share  the  courses  with  his  "  Extraordinary  "  master 
and  predecessor  in  a  manner  most  advantageous  for 
the  interests  of  tuition.  But  the  Minister  flouted  the 
faculty  by  ignoring  its  recommendation  and  appoint- 
ing an  obscure  individual  to  the  Ordinary  Professor- 
ship. 

Having  crushed  the  University  of  Moscow  and 
scotched  that  of  St.  Petersburg,  M.  Kasso  went  on 
to  destroy  one  "Cadet  nest"  after  another.  It  was 
he  who  opposed  the  purchase  of  Yasnaya  Polana, 
posing  as  the  champion  of  Orthodoxy  against  the 
"baneful"  influence  of  Count  Tolstoy.  He  prohibited 
the  foundation  of  a  university  in  the  Caucasus,  in 
spite  of  the  urgent  recommendation  of  the  Viceroy, 
abolished  the  courses  for  teachers  in  St.  Petersburg, 
and  laid-a  heavy  hand  generally  on  every  institution 
he  came  across,  including  the  Medical  Institute  for 
Women.  As  has  already  been  recorded  in  Darkest 
Rcssia,  he  has  inhibited  the  eminent  economist  M. 
Tngan-Baranovsky,  while,  since  Prince  Trubetskoy's 
article  was  written,  he  has  transferred  the  brilliant 
and  popuiar  Professor  I.  A.  Pokrovsky  from  St. 
Petersburg  to  Kharkov. 

"Moldavian"  Nationalism. 

Prince  Trubetskoy  concludes  his  article  with  the 
following  observations,  suggested  by  the  centenary 
of  the  annexation  of  Bessarabia  : — 

"  The  homeland  of  M.  Krupensky  and  of  Actual 
Councillor  of  State  Purishkevitch  plays  such  an 
exceptional  part  in  the  destinies  of  our  country  that 
the  present  epoch  of  our  history  is  certain  to  be 
designated  in  future  as  the  Moldavian  period.  It  is 
Moldavia  that  is  now  speaking  and  acting  in  our 
name.  It  is  Moldavia  that  has  bestowed  upon  us  the 
flower  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  and  has 
also  given  us  the  most  prominent  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion we  ever  had. 

"  But  it  is  time  at  last  for  us  to  start  the  National 
period  of  our  history.  This  must  happen  when 
Russia  begins  to  speak  in  her  own  name,  and  puts  an 
end  to  the  imported  Moldavian  Nationalism.  And 
therein  lies  the  first  and  basic  task  of  the  impeiiding 
elections." 


The  authorities  of  the  government  of  Ekaterino- 
slav  have  refused  to  register  a  society  of  surgeons' 
assistants,  as  well  as  a  society  for  the  relief  of  the 
Jewish  poor,  while  they  have  closed  an  existing 
society  of  woodworkers. 


FINNS    AND  RUSSIANS. 

Viborg  Town  Councillors  Arraigned 
before  Russian  Courts. 

Three  members  of  the  "  Magistracy,"  or  Town 
Council,  of  Viborg  are  being  prosecuted  by  the 
Russian  authorities  for  impeding  the  practical  intro- 
duction of  the  Equalisation  Law  for  Russians  in 
Einland,  which  has  been  passed  by  "Imperial'  legis- 
lation, but  not  by  the  Finnish  Parliament.  Although 
the  case  in  question  only  bears  on  the  appeal  of  a 
peasant  from  Varoslav  against  the  refusal  of  the 
Town  Council  to  register  him  as  a  butcher  without 
the  Governor's  licence  required  in  the  case  of 
foreigners,  it  is  clear  that  issues  of  much  greater 
import  are  at  stake.  For  it  is  not  of  an  influx  of 
Russian  butchers,  but  of  Russian  tchhwmiilu,  or 
officials,  of  the  Bobrikoff  type  that  the  Finlanders 
fear. 

The  trade  regulation  of  March  31st,  1879,  the 
Viborg  Magistracy  argued,  could  be  abrogated,  not 
by  the  Imperial  law  of  January  20th,  1012,  but  only 
in  the  manner  indicated  by  clause  40  of  the  "  Form 
of  Government"  of  August  21st,  1772,  which  pre- 
cludes the  Monarch  from  abolishing  any  existing  law 
or  enacting  new  laws  without  the  assent  of  the 
Finnish  Diet.  The  Governor  of  Viborg,  however, 
complained  to  Governor-General  Seyn,  and  in  conse- 
quence the  Minister  of  Justice  has  ordered  an  inquiry. 
The  most  eminent  Russian  advocates  will  be  engaged 
for  the  defence,  besides  several  Finnish  jurists.  The 
case  is  expected  to  come  on  before  the  High  Court 
of  St.  Petersburg  about  the  middle  of  October. 

The  Council  of  Ministers,  it  is  reported,  will  shortly 
consider  the  advisability  of  effecting  alterations  in 
the  functions  of  the  Finnish  Senate. 


JEWISH  DISABILITIES. 


The  Industrial  Council  at  St.  Petersburg  has  joined 
the  protest  of  the  Odessa  Exchange  Committee 
against  the  wholesale  expulsion  of  Jews  from  the 
villages  of  the  government  of  Cher^on.  It  has 
resolved  to  address  a  memorial  to  M.  Kokovtsoff  in 
which  it  points  out  that  the  Governor  has  disre- 
garded the  circular  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
ordering  that  Jews  settled  before  August  1st,  1907, 
should  not  be  subjected  to  expulsion. 

The  Kieff  Commercial  Institute,  having  received 
the  status  of  a  High  School,  is  about  to  introduce  a 
5  per  cent,  restriction  on  the  admission  cf  Jewish 
pupils.  The  present  students  over  and  above  that 
limit  are  to  be  excluded. 

The  St.  Petersburg  police  have  made  an  innova- 
tion in  the  issue  of  passports  to  Jews  born  in  the 
capital,  where  they  have  been  living  permanentlv  in 
the  enjoyment  of  an  unconditional  right  of  residence. 
The  police  now  affix  to  their  passports  a  slip  stating 
that  they  are  entitled  to  reside  there  until  further 
orders. 


A   PALE   FOR   JEWISH  BOOT- 
SELLERS. 


At  the  request  of  a  leading  member  of  the  local 
branch  of  the  Real  Russians,  the  head  of  the  Aker- 
man  district  of  Bessarabia  has  forbidden  Jewish 
dealers  to  sell  boots  in  the  vicinity  of  shops  kept  by 
Christian  bootmakers,  with  whom  they  must  not  com- 
pete. He  has  also  forbidden  them  to  dress  like  the 
peasants,  in  order  not  to  cause  mistakes  on  the  part 
of  the  Real  Russians.  The  local  police  have  already 
taken  action  in  accordance  with  the  new  orders,  and 
are  ordering  the  Jews  to  keep  to  a  particular  part  of 
the  market,  which  thus  constitutes  a  diminutive  Pale 
for  Jewish  boot-sellers. 


MILITARY  AND  NAVAL  MUTINIES. 


The  officially-published  judgment  passed  upon  the 
sappers  who  mutinied  at  Tashkent  states  that  15 
of  the  accused  have  been  sentenced  to  the  gallows, 
125  to  various  terms  of  penal  servitude,  79  to  the 
penal  divisions,  and  15  to  the  disciplinary  battalions, 
while  7  have  been  acquitted. 

An  official  from  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has 
gone  to  Sebastopol  in  order  to  take  part  in  the  con- 
sultations on  the  recent  mutinies  in  the  Navy. 


Wholesale  robberies  of  Army  ammunition,  said  to 
have  been  committed  by  officials,  have  been  dis- 
covered at  the  ammunition  depot  at  Tashkent.  It  is 
alleged  that  cartridges  used  to  be  sold  to  private 
persons  with  the  knowledge  of  the  head  of  the  Store 
Department,  Licut.-Colonel  Panafutin,  against  whom 
a  prosecution  has  been  initiated. 


Auoust  28,  1912. 
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NOTES. 


The  Lena  Report. 

The  extracts  from  Senator  Manukhin's  official 
report  on  the  Lena  affair  given  by  the  Russian 
Press  do  not  inspire  one  with  any  confidence 
that  justice  will  be  done  by  the  authorities,  or 
that  any  effective  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent 
a  repetition  of  the  tragedy  when  occasion  arises. 
True,  Captain  Treschenkoff,  under  whose  direc- 
tion the  massacre  of  miners  took  place,  is  to  be 
prosecuted,  but  our  knowledge  of  the  ways  of 
Russian  justice  prevents  us  from  anticipating 
that  an  exemplary  sentence  will  be  passed  upon 
him,  and  it  is  exfremely  unlikely  that  as  the 
result  of  his  trial  any  other  officer  of  a  similar 
character  will  be  deterred  from  following  in  his 
footsteps.  However,  the  report  is  noteworthy  in 
this  respect,  that  it  constitutes  a  complete  refu- 
tation of  the  statements  on  the  massacre  made 
by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  in  the  Duma. 
M.  Makaroff,  it  will  be  remembered,  declared 
that  "  the  course  of  the  strike  was  far  from 
peaceful,"  and  that  "  under  the  influence  of 
wicked  agitators  the  crowd  lost  its  reason  and 
fell  over  the  troops ;  "  and  he  wound  up  an 
unforgettable  speech  with  the  expression :  "  So 
it  has  been,  and  so  it  will  be."  The  official 
investigator,  for  his  part,  shows  convincingly 
that  the  strike  was  of  an  entirely  peaceful 
character,  and  that  the  unarmed  crowd  on  which 
the  soldiers  fired  had  merely  assembled  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  petitions  to  two  of  the 
officials.  All  this  was,  of  course,  public  property 
long  before  Senator  Manukhin  began  his  inquiry, 
but  it  is  as  well  to  have  it  set  out  in  an  official 
document.  Nevertheless,  we  are  unable  to 
believe  that  the  report  will  detract  from  the 
truth  of  M.  Makaroff' s  famous  apothegm. 

"  Do  unto  Others    .    .  ." 

The  spectacle  of  a  people  calling  the  world  to 
witness  the  injustice  of  its  oppressors,  by  which 
it  is  depiived  of  its  political  and  civil  rights,  and 
at  the  same  time  denying  to  a  section  of  its  own 
number  some  of  the  few  elementary  privileges 
still  left  to  it,  affords  rich  material  for  the  cynical 
critic  of  public  affairs.  We  print  this  week  a 
letter  from  a  correspondent  in  which  chapter  and 
verse  are  given,  with  disconcerting  effect,  for  the 
accusation  brought  against  the  Russian  Poles 
that  they  display  as  oppressive  a  spirit  towards 
the  Jewish  inhabitants  of  their  country  as  they 
themselves  experience  on  the  part  of  the 
Russians.  In  the  days  when  Poland  was  still  an 
independent  Kingdom  anti-Semitism  was  noto- 
riously rife  among  its  Catholic  inhabitants  ;  it 
might  have  been  expected,  however,  that  the 
chastening  hand  of  adversity  would  have  drawn 
the  Poles  closer  to  their  brothers  in  affliction. 
Unfortunately  for  their  good  name,  this  is  not 
the  only  charge  of  intolerance  that  has  been 
brought  against  them ;  in  Galicia  they  have 
been  accused  of  displaying  an  intemperate  atti- 
tude towards  the  Ruthenians,  and  agitators  of 
the  stamp  of  Count  Bobrinsky  have  been  quick 
to  seize  upon  the  allegation  in  furtherance  of 
their  own  interests. 


The  Prussian  Parallel. 

Curiously  enough,  the  proprietary  rights  which 
the  Russian  Poles  seek  to  withhold  from  the  Jews 
form  the  identical  basis  of  the  complaint  raised 
by  their  kinsmen  against  the  German  Govern- 
ment. In  Prussian  Poland  the  expropriation 
laws  are  driving  the  native  inhabitants  out  of 
their  estates  and  replacing  them  by  Germans. 
Is  this  the  book  out  of  which  the  Russian  Poles 
have  taken  a  leaf  ?  It  is  a  dangerous  game  to 
play.  Apart  from  considerations  of  humanity, 
such  a  spirit,  whether  evinced  towards  Jews  or 
any  other  community,  is  particularly  impolitic 
in  the  case  of  the  Poles,  because  not  only  does  it 
tend  to  alienate  public  opinion  from  their  cause, 
but  it  provides  Russia  with  some  sort  of  an 
excuse  and  precedent  for  continuing  her  regime 
of  repression  in  their  country.  A  plaintiff's  case 
is  gravely  prejudiced  if  he  does  not  come  into 
court  with  clean  hands. 


Statistics  of  Suppression., 

The  Press  statistics  for  the  first  seven  months 
of  the  present  year  show  an  unparalleled  indul- 
gence in  the  processes  of  prosecution  and  confis- 
cation by  the  authorities.  Newspapers  have 
been  fined  and  seized  light  and  left,  and  their 
editors  in  many  cases  imprisoned,  for  the  publi- 
cation of  articles  criticising,  however  justifiably, 
the  actions  of  the  Government.  This  may  be 
explained  partly  by  the  imminence  of  the 
elections,  and  partly  by  the  fact  that  this  year 
there  have  been  an  exceptionally  large  number 
of  episodes  over  which  officialdom  would  like  to 
draw  a  veil.  An  instance  in  point  is  furnished 
by  the  recent  naval  mutinies,  which  the  Russian 
newspapers  have  been  rigorously  forbidden  to 
report,  and  about  which  in  consequence  the 
wildest  rumours  have  been  in  circulation.  So 
thoroughly  is  the  official  campaign  carried  on 
just  now  that  even  the  Conservative  papers  have 
not  escaped  the  imposition  of  fines.  This  punish- 
ment, it  should  be  remembered,  is  inflicted 
arbitrarily  by  mere  administrative  order,  and 
against  it  there  is  no  appeal ;  consequently  it  is 
a  potent  weapon  of  revenge  in  the  hands  of  the 
authorities,  who  are  in  a  position  by  means  of 
repeated  penalties  to  hound  any  offending  news- 
paper out  of  existence.  If  the  Press  statistics 
may  be  regarded  as  providing  an  index  of  the 
Government's  misrule,  then  the  present  Adminis- 
tration stands  condemned  as  the  worst  on 
record — at  any  rate,  since  the  beginning  of  the 
"  Constitutional "  period. 

M.  Suvorin. 

The  death  of  M.  Suvorin  removes  from  Russian 
life  a  very  capable  and  successful  journalist  who 
was  greatly  esteemed  in  bureaucratic  circles. 
Early  in  his  career  he  abandoned  the  disposition 
to  tilt  against  the  existing  order  of  things  which 
had  procured  him  two  months'  imprisonment, 
and  by  a  judicious  acquiescence  in  the  views  of 
the  authorities  and  a  determination  to  adapt  him- 
self to  what  the  Times  biographer  terms  "  the 
stern  realities  of  Russian  life "  he  ensured  for 
his  newspaper  a  career  uninterrupted  by  the 
inconvenient  attentions  of  the  Government. 
Although  the  Novae  Vrenuja  enjoys  a  far  greater 
reputation  abroad  than  in  Russia,  and  although 
Russian  literary  men  look  somewhat  askance 
upon  the  paper  and  its  conductors,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  it  is  at  least  a  readable  produc- 
tion— which  is  more  than  can  be  said  for  some  of 
its  Liberal  contemporaries.  The  Progressive 
papers  might  conceivably  increase  their  influence 
both  at  home  and  abroad  if  they  adopted  some 
of  the  Novoe  Vremya's  least  undesirable  methods. 


Sedition  in  the  Services. 

Both  the  Zemschina  and  the  Novoe  Vrem'ya 
have  lately  been  renewing  the  campaign  for  the 
exclusion  of  Jews  from  the  Army,  and  the  sub- 
stitution in  their  case  of  a  monetaiy  payment  for 


military  service.  In  the  present  instance  they 
base  their  demand  on  their  own  assertion  that 
the  leader  of  the  recent  sappers'  mutiny,  Hessen, 
is  convicted  by  his  name  of  being  a  Jew.  As  it 
happens,  however,  Hessen  is  not  a  Jew,  but  a 
Roman  Catholic,  which  is  rather  unfortunate  for 
the  success  of  the  Reactionary  papers'  argument. 
We  do  not  propose  to  examine  once  more  a 
calumny  which  has  been  refuted  so  many  times 
already ;  but  the  Zemschina  and  the  Novoe 
Vremya  may  be  reminded  that  in  the  Russian 
Navy  the  freedom  from  Jewish  "  contamination  " 
they  so  ardently  desire  for  the  Army  is  not  only 
an  accomplished  fact,  but  has  always  been  a 
standing  rule.  Whether,  however,  this  immacu- 
late state  has  availed  to  protect  the  Russian  fleet 
from  the  influence  of  sedition  is  a  question  that 
is  strikingly  answered  by  the  PotemJcin  episode, 
by  the  frequent  mutinies  of  sailors,  and  by  the 
simultaneous  proclamation  of  martial  law  last 
week  at  Kronstadt  and  Sebastopol. 


SUPPRESSION   OF  THE  PRESS. 


A  Record  Seven  Months. 


The  current  year  has  already  established  a  record 
in  the  way  of  Press  prosecutions.  In  seven  months 
editors  of  periodicals  have  been  visited  with  no  fewer 
than  198  fines,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  61,850 
roubles  (^6,185).  The  incriminated  articles  included 
subjects  relating  to  the  doings  of  such  undesirable 
public  men  as  Bishop  Hermogen,  the  Monk  Iliodore, 
the  saintly  Rasputin,  and  Governor  Muratoff,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  Lena  massacre.  The  Pcnnsky  Kray 
was  even  fined  for  articles  on  the  position  of  the  Ural 
industries,  and  on  one  occasion  for  an  advertisement 
of  a  particular  kind  of  brandy.  Articles  and 
announcements  relating  to  election  matters  have 
proved  a  specially  fruitful  source  of  fines. 

The  Kieff  Mysl  has  had,  in  the  course  of  this  year, 
to  pay  eight  fines  to  the  amount  of  2,400  roubles  ;  the 
Pravda,  five  fines  amounting  to  2,300  roubles  ;  the 
Lublin  Courier,  four  fines  of  1,400  roubles  in  all ; 
the  Retch,  five  fines  of  2,250  roubles  :  the  Sovreuieuu  e 
Slovo,  four  fines  of  1,750  roubles  ;  and  the  Russkoe 
Slovo,  four  fines  of  1,600  roubles. 

The  Donctskaya  yizn,  the  Ritsski  Listok,  the 
Vinnitsa  Golos,  and  the  Pyatigorsk  Courier  were  com- 
pelled to  close  down  altogether  through  the  fines 
inflicted  upon  them. 

The  editors  of  the  following  periodicals  have  been 
subjected  to  imprisonment  : — The  Jeleznodorojnik 
("Railway  News"),  Bo.ltavskaya  Retch,  Groza,  Perm 
Kray,  Dnieper,  Petchatnoe  Dielo  ("  Printing  Trade"), 
Kursk  Gazette,  Zasiva,  Youg,  Poltava,  Volga  Copeck, 
Nashe  Utro,  Bessarabskaya  jizn,  Kertch  Courier,  and 
several  others. 

The  Kieff  Mysl  has  just  been  fined  500  roubles  for 
a  leading  article  on  Senator  Manukhin's  investigation 
into  the  Lena  tragedy. 

The  Kieff  Potchta  has  also  been  fined  500  roubles 
for  the  same  offence,  and  300  roubles  besides  for 
reprinting  another  article  on  the  Lena  affair  in  the 
same  number. 


CHOLERA,  PLAGUE,  AND  TYPHOID. 


Enormous  Death-roll  in  the  Prisons. 


The  General  Medical  Inspection  Department 
informs  the  public,  through  the  medium  of  the  Infor- 
mation Bureau,  that  fatal  cases  of  cholera  have  been 
notified  in  the  town  of  Berdiansk  and  the  district  of 
Suma. 

The  newspapers  report  the  presence  of  the  plague 
in  the  basin  of  the  Volga,  near  Astrakhan. 

At  the  demand  of  the  General  Medical  Inspection 
Department  the  central  prisons  have  been  isolated 
and  subjected  to  a  strict  quarantine  "  because  of  the 
epidemics  of  typhoid  fever  which  have  been  notified 
there."  In  certain  prisons  the  number  of  deaths  per 
week  exceeds  15  per  cent.,  so  that  in  seven  weeks' 
time  these  prisons  will  be  empty— and  ready  to 
ready  to  receive  fresh  contingents. 


THE   AZEF  SCANDAL. 


The  notorious  agent-provocateur  Azef,  in  an  inter- 
view with  M.  Vladimir  Bourtseff,  who  exposed  him 
three  years  ago,  gave  the  exact  details  of  the  plots  to 
assassinate  M.  von  Plehve,  the  Grand  Duke  Sergius, 
and  General  Dubassoff,  which  he  claims  to  have 
organised  himself. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


RUSSIAN    COMPANY  LAW. 

Government   Officials   Enriched  by 
System  of  Concessions. 

UNSATISFACTORY   NEW  SCHEME. 


The  obsolete  state  of  Company  Law  in  Russia  has 
always  been  one  of  the  great  hindrances  to  the 
development  of  industry  and  commerce  in  that 
country.  Its  inadequacy  was  clearly  demonstrated 
many  years  ago,  when  as  yet  the  number  of  joint- 
stock  companies  was  very  small,  and  in  1858  a  Com- 
mission was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conditions 
and  draw  up  a  scheme  of  reform.  From  that  time 
successive  Commissions  have  been  continually  at 
work,  but  without  any  apparent  result,  their  various 
reports  having  been  buried  among  the  official 
archives. 

The  system  of  concessions  upon  which  Russian 
Company  Law  is  based  has  led,  in  the  words  of  one 
of  these  Commissions  (in  1872),  to  the  result  that 
"  Company  Law  exists  only  on  paper,  and  no  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  the  law  when  any  one  wishes  to  form 
a  company."  The  procedure  by  which  permission  to 
form  a  company  is  obtained  is  described  by  the  same 
Commission  as  follows: — "The  existing  system  by 
which  companies  are  formed  is  very  slow.  Communi- 
cations between  different  departments  ;  detailed  con- 
sideration of  articles  of  association  ;  altercations 
with  applicants ;  the  settlement  of  disputed  ques- 
tions ;  the  preparation  of  reports  for  the  Council  of 
Ministers,  or  for  the  Imperial  Council ;  and  finally, 
the  consideration  of  such  reports  by  the  highest 
authorities,  necessarily  take  a  very  long  time.  To 
estimate  the  trouble  caused  to  the  promoters  of  com- 
panies by  all  these  protracted  negotiations  it  is 
enough  to  point  out  the  frequency  of  their  appear- 
ance in  the  various  Governmental  departments  and 
their  urgency,  which  often  takes  a  form  not  altogether 
scrupulous." 

The  Commission  consequently  proposed  to  abolish 
the  system  of  concessions,  with  its  accompanying 
abuses,  and  to  introduce  a  system  of  registration  for 
companies,  putting  their  formation  upon  a  clear  and 
uniform  basis  which  would  equalise  them  all  in  law. 

Bureaucratic  Interests. 

But  simplicity  of  machinery  and  equality  in  law 
are  not  in  the  interest  of  the  high  bureaucratic 
officials  of  Russia,  whose  main  profits  are  drawn  from 
the  preservation  of  a  constantly  befogged  condition 
of  the  public  intelligence.  The  consideration  of  this 
scheme  was  still  going  on  when  a  sudden  influx  of 
foreign  capital  began,  and  not  only  were  all  thoughts 
of  a  change  of  system  abandoned,  but  the  existing 
complications  were  increased. 

The  bureaucracy  did  their  utmost  to  attract  the 
flood  of  foreign  capital — at  that  time  French  and 
Belgian — yet  at  the  same  time  the  acquisition  of 
property  and  the  carrying  on  of  certain  industries 
were  forbidden-  to  foreigners  in  just  those  places 
where  capital  could  be  most  profitably  invested  in 
such  enterprises ;  this  was  done  under  the  sacred 
banner  of  the  "  protection  of  the  development  of 
national  industry." 

Allured  by  the  richness  of  the  spoil,  a  crowd  of 
foreign  industrialists  rushed  in,  and,  unaccountable  as 
it  seems,  established  factories  and  acquired  land  in 
the  identical  spots  where  it  was  forbidden  that  they 
should  do  so.  Streams  of  gold  flowed  into  the 
bureaucratic  pockets  ;  and  in  those  days  there  was 
nothing  to  mar  the  happiness  of  the  situation,  because 
these  little  transactions  were  discreetly  conducted, 
and  any  attempt  at  exposure  could  be  severely 
punished  as  a  political  crime  threatening  the  very 
existence  of  the  State. 

Since  the  Revolution  the  position  of  the  bureau- 
cracy has  become  more  difficult.  Unpleasant 
revelations  are  not  uncommon,  and  the  scandal 
which  cost  Timiriazeff  his  portfolio  showed  that  even 
the  "  obedient "  Duma  had  its  limits  in  the  way  of 
forbearance.  It  has  become  evident  that  the  happy, 
unsophisticated  days  when  bribes  were  regarded  as  a 
privilege  of  rank  are  over,  and  that  some  other  and 
more  elaborate  machinery  must  be  invented. 

The   New  Proposal. 

The  new  Company  Law  proposal  made  by  the 
Ministry  of  Commerce  meets  the  exigencies  of  the 
case.  To  satisfy  the  public  sense  of  legality,  it  grants 
the  system  of  registration,  but  at  the  same  time  it 
preserves  the  innumerable  restrictions  laid  upon 
foreigners  and  Jews. 

Now  there  are  very  few  purely  Russian  companies  ; 
a  considerable  proportion  cither  belong  entirely  to 
foreigners,  or  are  supplied  with  foreign  or  Jewish 
capital,  and,  notwithstanding  all  prohibitions,  these 
companies  are  engaged  in  exploiting  the  very 
regions  which  they  are  forbidden  to  enter.  At  the 
present  time  this  is  managed  thanks  to  the  existing 
system  of  concessions,  under  which  special  permis- 
sion in  each  case,  as  an  exception  to  the  general  law, 
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may  be  obtained  from,  the  Government.  Under  the 
system  of  registration,  as  proposed  in  the  new 
scheme,  it  would  be  impossible  for  this  to  be  done, 
and  consequently  the  further  development  of  foreign 
enterprise  by  joint-stock  companies  v. ill  receive  a 
serious  check. 

This  result  was  pointed  out  to  the  Minister  of  Com- 
merce at  the  end  of  last  year  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Congresses  of  Merchants  and  Industrialists,  to 
which  body  the  project  was  sent  for  consideration. 
As  they  represented  it  to  be  against  the  interests  of 
Russian  industry  to  place  such  a  check  on  foreign 
enterprise,  the  Minister  of  Commerce  promised  to 
draw  up  "  instructions "  for  the  Registration  Office, 
which  should  "soften"  the  application  of  the  law. 

A  short  time  ago  the  Committee  and  other 
commercial  organisations,  after  a  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  scheme,  informed  the  Minister  of 
Commerce  that  they  found  it  altogether  unsatisfactory, 
and  begged  him  not  to  introduce  it  in  the  Duma. 
They  prefer  the  present  system,  in  spite  of  all  its 
drawbacks,  because,  while  the  strict  application  of 
the  proposed  law  would  undoubtedly  hinder  the 
formation  of  companies  with  foreign  and  Jewish 
capital,  the  "softening"  of  the  law  by  way  of 
"  instructions"  would  lead  to  even  more  expensive 
complications  than  at  present,  and  in  the  matter  of 
free  action  companies  would  be  no  better  off,  being, 
as  before,  dependent  on  the  favour  of  Government 
officials. 

L.  R. 


STRIKE  STATISTICS. 


Remarkable  Figures  for   the  Half-year. 


The  Bulletin  published  by  the  Society  of  Manufac- 
turers in  the  industrial  district  of  Moscow  gives  in  its 
last  number  the  exact  figures  relating  to  the  strikes 
in  Russia  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present 
year.  These  figures  show  that  the  labour  movement 
has  lately  made  a  considerable  advance. 

From  January  1st  to  July  1st  the  total  number  of 
workmen  in  the  big  factories  and  workshops  who 
went  on  strike  was  613,771,  forming  over  30  per  cent, 
of  the  total  number  of  workers  in  the  great  indus- 
tries of  the  Empire  (about  2,170,000).  In  191 1  the 
number  of  strikers  was  only  103,000,  or  about  5  per 
cent.,  for  the  whole  year. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  in  most  of  the  strikes  the 
motives  were  of  eithf  a  political  or  a  moral  cha- 
racter. Thus  over  200,000  men  went  on  strike  in  cele- 
bration of  May  Day  ;  a  similar  number  ceased  work 
as  a  protest  against  the  Lena  massacre.  If,  however, 
one  calculates  the  number  of  days  the  strikes  lasted, 
it  will  be  found  that  the  greater  part  of  them  were 
of  an  economic  order.  Here  the  authors  of  the 
Bulletin  note  a  striking  difference  between  the 
workers  in  the  metallurgic  and  the  textile  industries. 
Whilst  the  former  tuok  part  en  masse  in  both  the 
political  and  the  economic  strikes,  the  latter  only 
joined  in  the  political  strikes,  or  manifestations  of 
solidarity.  This  distinction  is  explained  by  the  great 
difference  of  the  conditions  prevailing  in  these  two 
branches  of  industry  in  Russia.  The  metallurgic 
industry,  thanks  to  railway  construction  and  to  the 
influx  of  foreign  capital,  is  in  a  very  flourishing 
state,  a  fact  which  allows  the  workers  to  raise  their 
demands  ;  the  textile  industry,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
very  depressed  because  of  the  famine  of  191 1,  the 
peasants  finding  it  impossible  to  make  purchases,  to 
such  an  extent  that  most  of  the  textile  factories  have 
been  completely  idle  since  Easter. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


New  Developments  Anticipated. 

The  Podolskia  Izvycslia  states  that  orders  have  been 
telegraphed  from  Kieff  to  the  police  of  the  various 
provinces  to  arrest  M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky,  the 
journalist  who  revealed  the  real  circumstances  of  the 
Yuschinsky  murder,  in  case  of  his  arrival  at  any  of 
the  towns.  Such  a  contingency  has  already  been 
foreshadowed  in  our  columns,  in  view  of  the  arrest 
of  the  other  author  of  the  revelations,  ex-detective 
Krassovsky. 

The  rumours  as  to  the  impending  liberation  of 
lieilis  are  now  perhaps  better  founded  than  before, 
since  greater  leniency  is  being  shown  to  him  in  the 
matter  of  interviews  with  his  family.  It  is  stated 
that,  owing  to  the  disclosures  of  M.  Brazul-Brush- 
kovsky,  the  Examining  Magistrate,  M.  Mashkevitch, 
has  lost  all  confidence  in  the  capacity  or  sincerity  of 
the  Public  Prosecutor,  by  whom  he  allowed  himself 
at  first  to  be  guided  in  his  investigations. 


Jewish  firms  at  Tchita,  in  Siberia,  are  not  allowed 
to  display  their  goods  at  the  exhibition  to  be  held 
shortly  at  the  town  of  Khabarovsk. 

The  Glaziers'  Trade  Union  of  the  village  of 
Constantinovka,  in  the  Bakhmut  district,  has  been 
closed  for  having  afforded  relief  to  strikers. 


ANTI-SEMITIC  POLES. 
Jews  Deprived  of  Proprietary  Rights. 

To  the  Editor  ok  "Darkest  Russia," 

Sir, — It  would  be  impertinent  to  discuss  in  a 
short  letter  so  large  a  subject  as  the  st'.-ady 
increase  of  anti-Semitism  among  the  "freedom- 
loving"  Poles  in  the  Russian  Empire.  But  it  seems 
clear  that,  in  noting  a  capital  fact,  which  must  influ- 
ence the  future  of  the  Jewish  population  in  the  so- 
called  Kingdom  of  Poland,  we  have  to  comment 
upon  the  significance  of  such  a  fact  for  the  legal  and 
social  life  of  two  millions  of  Jews  in  a  province  of 
the  Russian  Empire,  where  the  Hebrews  have 
enjoyed  till  now  all  civic  proprietary  rights. 

The  episode  I  speak  of  took  place  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Lublin,  a  south-eastern  government  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland.  A  large  landowner  of  this 
government,  M.  Graff,  was  also  the  freeholder  of 
some  important  meadows  near  the  town  of  Lublin, 
the  capital  of  the  government.  As  suburban  land 
those  meadows  became,  with  the  growth  of  Lublin, 
the  subject  of  land  speculation.  And,  indeed,  M. 
Graff  received  offers  from  different  Jewish  merchants, 
as  well  as  from  the  town  administration  'the  so-called 
maiiistratus)  of  Lublin.  The  Jewish  merchants  bid 
higher,  and  to  them  M.  Graff  transferred  his  property, 
which  was  more  appropriate  for  building  specula- 
tion than  for  agricultural  purposes. 

This  natural  bargain  was,  however,  disapproved  by 
the  Press.  "  No  Pole,"  claimed  the  white,  the  red,  and 
the  yellow  Polish  papers,  "has  the  right  to  sell  his  lands 
to  Jews."  Under  the  influence  of  the  Press  the  local 
gentry  began  a  campaign  against  their  "  neighbour 
and  brother,"  M.  Graff,  who,  tired  of  the  pin- 
pricking  of  "  public  opinion,  offered  to  submit  him- 
self to  a  "  court  of  honour  "  of  his  peers,  recruited 
from  the  gentry  and  landowners'  class. 

Accordingly  the  local,  i.e.,  the  Lublin,  Agricultural 
Society  appointed  eight  large  landowners  to  consti- 
tute this  original  "tribunal  of  honour."  The  question 
submitted  to  the  eight  noble  citizens  was  how  far 
the  bargain  entered  into  by  M.  Graff  with  the  Jews 
was  honourable  and  moral  from  the  national  point 
of  view. 

The  decision  of  the  eight  chosen  arbitrators  was 
against  M.  Graff.  The  judges  did  not  consider  at 
all  the  fact  that  the  municipal  authorities  of  Lublin 
also  wanted  the  property  in  the  interests  of  the 
town.  The  problem  of  municipal  versus  private 
property  did  not  for  a  moment  arrest  the  attention 
of  the  eight  squires.  The  interests  of  the  town  did 
not  enter  at  all  into  the  motives  of  the  verdict.  And 
this  circumstance  is  the  capital  fact  I  comment 
upon. 

M.  Graff,  say  the  eight  judges,  acted  in  an  anti- 
national  spirit,  selling  land  "  into  foreign  hands" — i.e., 
into  Jewish  hands.  And  the  Polish  Press  of  Warsaw 
commented  with  joy  upon  this  judgment,  arguing 
that  Jews  must  be  excluded  from  holding  any  real 
property,  whether  agricultural  or  urban..  In  order  to 
give  sanction  to  this  "  national "  verdict,  the  eight 
inquisitors  of  M.  Graff  have  condemned  him  to  a 
fine  of  £500  for  educational  purposes. 

Education  and  the  deprivation  of  two  millions  of 
the  population  of  proprietary  rights — what  hypocrisy  ! 
What  the  Russian  authorities  have  left  to  Jews  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland — namely,  the  right  of  settlement 
and  the  right  of  holding  real  property — is  now  in 
danger  on  account  of  an  illegal  action  of  the  Polish 
gentry  in  the  government  of  Lublin. 

We  must  not  forget  that  the  above-described 
action  of  the  Polish  gentry  in  Lublin  is  illegal. 
According  to  English  law,  the  gentlemen  of  the 
"  tribunal"  would  be  subject  to  a  criminal  prosecu- 
tion and  civil  liability  for  conspiracy  against  the 
rights  of  other  citizens.  The  method  used  by  the 
Polish  landlords  is,  after  all,  a  method  of  anarchical 
boycotting,  comprehensible  if  used  by  landless  ten- 
antry, but  abject  when  exploited  under  the  cover  of 
patriotism  by  a  large  landowner  class  against  two 
millions  of  Jewish  inhabitants. 

There  is  also  an  element  of  political  hypocrisy  in 
the  verdict  of  the  eight  gentlemen  of  Lublin.  Just 
now  the  Polish  gentry  are  accusing  the  Russian 
Government  of  persecution  on  account  of  forming  a 
new  government  of  Holm,  where  the  authorities  will 
prevent  the  Poles  from  acquiring  real  property. 
This  new  administrative  unity,  the  government  of 
Holm,  will  be  formed,  inter  alia,  of  some  districts 
which  have  hitherto  been  a  part  of  the  Lublin 
government. 

The  action  of  the  Russian  authorities  was  con- 
demned by  the  Liberal  opinion  of  Russia.  But  what  are 
we  to  say  of  the  action  of  the  "  persecuted  "  Polish 
gentry  towards  the  Jewish  population  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Poland  ?  The  Polish  gentry  cannot  justify  the 
abominable  verdict  of  Lublin,  even  on  account  of  a 
raison  d'etat,  there  being  no  Polish  State. — Yours 
obediently,  Observer. 


The  Governor  of  Nijni  has  informed  the  Fair 
Committee  that  in  future  no  Jews  will  be  allowed  to 
rent  shops  for  trading  at  the  Fair. 
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IN    A   RUSSIAN  PRISON. 


The  recently  published  report  of  the  Russian 
Prisons  Administration  does  not  do  more  than 
touch  upon  the  surface  of  prison  life,  but  never- 
theless it  makes  some  significant  admissions 
which  indicate  that  even  in  official  circles  the 
abominable  conditions  prevailing  in  this  branch 
of  State  activity  are  to  some  extent  recognised. 
The  non-existence  of  a  training- school  for  the 
functionaries  employed  in  the  prison  service  is 
made  the  subject  of  adverse  comment.  Such  a 
school,  however  (whose  curriculum  would  pro- 
bably include  demonstrations  in  the  use  of  the 
knout  and  lectures  on  the  ethics  of  torture), 
would  not,  we  venture  to  think,  effect  any  appre- 
ciable improvement.  What  is  wanted  above  all 
things  is  the  selection  of  the  governors  of  these 
institutions  from  a  different  class  of  men,  eman- 
cipated from  the  notions  of  vindictive  brutality 
whieh  prevail  to-day  as  the  most  politic  and 
effective  way  of  inculcating  the  lessons  of 
imprisonment.  To  better  purpose  the  report 
criticises  the  conditions  under  which  the  warders 
are  compelled  to  serve.  Their  working  day  is 
one  of  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  hours,  they  are 
allowed  no  holidays,  and  their  pay  is  £2  a  month. 
It  may  readily  be  imagined  that  in  these  circum- 
stances the  general  body  of  warders  are  recruited 
from  among  the  lowest  elements  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  that  their  attitude  towards  the  unfortu- 
nate beings  committed  to  their  care  is  not  as  a 
rule  dominated  by  feelings  of  benevolence  or 
even  of  humanity.  And  yet  even  these  wretched 
servants  of  the  State  sometimes  show  a  better 
disposition  than  do  their  superior  officers  ;  a  few 
months  ago  we  reported  the  fact  that  at  the 
Tobolsk  convict  settlement,  where  a  number  of 
political  prisoners  are  confined,  the  warders 
were  so  nauseated  by  the  sight  of  the  continual 
floggings  and  tortures  that  were  inflicted  for  no 
reason  on  the  prisoners  that  a  number  of  them 
resigned  their  posts.  Treatment  that  can  shock 
a  Russian  warder  must  indeed  be  repulsive. 

The  references  in  the  official  report  to  the 
recent  striking  increase  in  the  number  of  suicides 
among  prisoners  and  to  the  spread  of  consumption 
as  the  result  of  bad  food  suggest  rather  than 
reveal  some  of  the  actual  horrors  of  life  in  a 
Russian  gaol.  The  lacuna?  which  are  so  noticeable 
in  this  document  may,  however,  be  very  fully 
supplied  from  unofficial  sources,  such  as  Prince 
Kropotkin's  well-known  pamphlet  on  The  Terror 
in  Russia,  or  the  revelations  lately  made  by 
M.  Vladimir  Korolenko,  one  of  the  greatest 
Russian  writers,  who  spent  his  youth  as  an 
exile  in  a  corner  of  Siberia,  and  who  is  now 
enjoying  the  hospitality  of  one  of  his  Majesty's 
prisons;  and  these  systematic  expositions  may  in 
turn  be  supplemented  from  the  detached  accounts 
of  inhuman  treatment  which  have  been  published 
in  almost  every  other  issue  of  this  journal,  or 
from  the  notable  speech  delivered  in  the  Duma 
last  May  by  M.  Kusnetsoff.  Our  readers  will 
doubtless  remember  the  terrible  disclosures  made 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  of  the  excesses  com- 
mitted at  the  Pskov  penal  settlement,  where 
within  a  brief  period  130  political  prisoners 
received  between  them  5,625  strokes  with  the 
lash  for  the  most  preposterous  "offences" — such 
as  ''  having  an  unmelodious  voice,"  "  being  pock- 
marked," "  being  a  Jew,"  and  so  forth  ;  and  a 
four-days'  hunger  strike  which  was  organised  by 
way  of  protest  was  followed  by  further  floggings. 
The  publicity  which  was  given  to  these  events  at 


the  time  has  not  resulted  in  any  alteration  of  the 
regime.  Similar,  and  in  some  cases  worse,  con- 
ditions have  been  reported  as  prevailing  at 
Tobolsk,  where  prisoners  serving  life  sentences 
are  kept  chained  hand  and  foot,  and  where,  as 
we  have  already  intimated,  tortures  and  floggings 
are  of  daily  occurrence  ;  at  Kovno,  where  convicts 
have  been  beaten  with  keys,  weights,  and  stones 
wrapped  up  intowels,  and punishedfor  making  the 
most  innocent  requests  ;  at  Nicolaievsk,  where  the 
barred  windows  of  the  cells  are  guarded  by  soldiers, 
who  shoot  the  inmates  if  they  venture  to  approach 
the  grating  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  sky  or  a 
breath  of  fresh  air ;  at  Moscow,  where  twenty- 
five  prisoners  who  had  complained  of  the  food 
were  kept  naked  for  a  week  in  a  cold  and  damp 
cell  and  fed  on  bread  and  water  ;  at  Saratov, 
where  an  innocent  man  who  would  not  confess  to 
a  charge  of  theft  was  beaten  into  unconscious- 
ness with  whips  and  iron  rods,  and  beaten  again 
as  soon  as  he  recovered ;  at  Orel,  at  Perm,  at 
Ekaterinoslav,  at  Tiflis,  and  at  countless  other 
places  whence  equally  appalling  accounts  have 
been  issued.  Lately  the  old  horrors  of  the 
Katorga,  or  penal  servitude,  have  been  eclipsed 
by  those  of  the  "  new  "  Kuforga,  the  outstanding 
feature  of  which  is  that  the  prisoners  are  packed 
together  in  damp  cells  tiiat  admit  neither  light 
nor  air,  are  only  allowed  a  brief  walk  in  the  court- 
yard once  in  six  months,  and  are  kept  all  the 
year  round  in  unrelieved  idleness,  being  allowed 
neither  work  nor  any  ocher  occupation.  Fre- 
quently pri^nnero  ^-TvcL^i^fcjally  "  politicals,"  are 
murdered  by  their  guards — notably  at  Odessa  ; 
more  frequently  they  commit  suicide  ;  while  the 
number  of  deaths  that  occur  in  the  prisons  every 
year  from  consumption  and  other  diseases,  the 
terrors  of  which  are  often  intensified  by  madness, 
is  enormous. 

Overcrowding,  starvation,  disease,  insanity, 
flogging,  torture,  murder,  suicide — these  are 
some  of  the  phenomena  of  Russian  prison  life  to 
which  the  official  report  might  have  devoted 
hundreds  of  pages  if  it  had  desired  to  present  a 
true  and  complete  picture  of  the  general  condi- 
tions. Such  is  the  fate  awaiting  all  those  who 
incur  the  displeasure  of  the  bureaucracy,  and 
among  those  who  have  experienced  it,  or  to 
whom  it  is  still  being  meted  out,  are  some  of  the 
foremost  writers  and  scientists  in  Russia,  Duma 
deputies,  and  a  host  of  less  famous  people  of  all 
ages  and  of  both  sexes  whose  political  views, 
whether  real  or  imaginary,  do  not  commend 
themselves  to  the  authorities.  Evidently  it  is 
the  official  view  that  the  more  outrageous  the 
treatment  accorded  to  prisoners  the  greater  will 
be  its  deterrent  effect  on  "  crime."  This  theory 
is,  however,  strikingly  disproved  by  the  enor- 
mous increase  in  the  number  of  prisoners  since 
1905.  In  that  year  the  daily  average  popula- 
tion of  the  prisons  was  85,000 ;  by  1909  it  had 
risen  to  181,000,  and  to-day  it  is  220,000 — nearly 
three  times  in  excess  of  the  number  which  the 
prisons  are  intended  to  hold.  Nor  has  the  huge 
number  of  death-sentences,  of  which  about  four 
thousand,  delivered  by  the  courts-martial,  have 
been  carried  out  since  the  beginning  of  190(3, 
availed  to  stem  the  tide  of  progress,  nor  the  many 
thousandsof  condemnations  toexile  in  Siberia,  with 
all  its  indescribable  accompaniments.  Attempts 
at  repression  by  means  of  atrocities  such  as  we 
have  described  are  only  calculated  to  defeat  their 
own  object,  since  they  but  constitute  another 
count  in  the  indictment  formulated  by  an  out- 
raged people  against  their  oppressors.  And 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  offences  for 
which  Russian  men  and  women  are  condemned 
wholesale  to  suffer  the  very  extremity  of  punish- 
ment find  no  place  in  the  category  of  crimes  in 
any  civilised  country,  the  full  magnitude  of  the 
popular  struggle  will  perhaps  be  realised. 


ALCOHOLISM    IN  RUSSIA. 


Drunkenness  Fostered  by   the  State 
Monopoly. 

A   STRIKING  INCREASE. 


A  conference  organised  by  the  clergy  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  measures  to  be  taken  for  combating 
alcoholism  in  Russia  has  just  been  concluded  at 
Moscow.  A  number  of  resolutions  were  passed 
urging  the  necessity  of  furthering  the  spread  of 
religious  ideas  among  the  people,  and,  as  a  corollary, 
the  utility  of  giving  more  energetic  support  to  the 
parish  schools  as  against  the  lay  schools.  The  latter 
suggestion  conforms  completely  with  the  attitude  of 
the  Government.  •  -~«?row 

The  interest  of  the  conference  lies  in  the  fact  that 
in  connection  with  it  the  Press  has  published 
statistics  on  the  subject  of  alcoholism  which  are 
extremely  suggestive.  The  Minister  of  Finance  has 
lately  made  public  the  figures  showing  the  receipts 
in  1911  from  the  sale  of  alcohol,  which,  as  is  well 
known,  is  a  State  monopoly  in  Russia. 

A  Revenue  of  60  Millions  Sterling. 

In  the  State  cabarets  91,660,236  vedros0  of  alcohol 
were  sold,  representing  a  turnover  of  782,076,591 
roubles  (over  78  millions  sterling).  The  Treasury 
has  realised  a  net  profit  of  600  million  roubles — 
enough  to  pvy  for  the  whole  military  budget  and 
part  of  that  of  the  Navy.  Comparing  191 1  with  the 
preceding  year,  we  find  an  increase  of  2,107,789 
vedros — that  is  to  say,  of  2^4  per  cent.  In  the  same 
period  the  total  population  of  Russia  only  increased 
by  r5  per  cent. 

While  the  Moscow  conference  demands  protection 
from  the  Government  for  temperance  societies,  this 
same  Government  is  engaged  in  giving  orders  for 
bottles.  This  month  public  auctions  will  take  place 
for  supplying  the  State  with  the  glassware  necessary 
for  its  alcohol  monopoly,  and,  according  to  the 
Russkoe  Slovo,  the  authorities  have  informed  the 
manufacturers  that  in  1913  they  will  require  5,900,000 
roubles'  worth  of  bottles.  In  191 1  the  expenditure 
on  this  head  only  amounted  to  3,500,000  roubles. 
There  is  thus  to  be  an  increase  of  2,400,000  roubles, 
which,  on  the  basis  of  four  kopecks  for  each  bottle, 
represents  an  increase  of  sixty  million  bottles,  or 
about  seven  million  vedros  of  alcohol. 


THE   ELECTION  CAMPAIGN. 


Official  Illegalities. 


In  spite  of  the  instructions  given  by  the  Prefect  of 
Odessa,  General  Sosnovskv,  that  the  electoral  laws 
are  to  be  observed,  the  police  are  still  energetically 
carrying  out  their  arbitrary  measures  of  obstruction. 
While  all  applications  for  certificates  of  residence  on 
the  part  of  the  "  Unionists "  are  complied  with 
immediately,  only  fifty  out  of  three  thousand  applica- 
tions made  by  Jews  have  been  allowed.  Many  of  the 
latter  are  rejected  on  the  ground  that  the  police  have 
no  leisure  for  "Jewish''  affairs. 

M.  Antokolsky  describes  in  the  Odessa  Novosti  the 
trials  of  a  small  tenant  who  is  anxious  to  avail  himself 
of  his  lawful  right  to  the  franchise.  The  reception 
he  meets  with  at  the  police  station  is  in  itself  calcu- 
lated to  cool  the  ardour  of  the  voter.  The  police 
commissary  begins  by  carefully  taking  stock  of  the 
applicant  from  head  to  foot.  When  he  breaks  the 
ominous  silence,  it  is  only  to  ask  him  in  a  thundering 
voice,  expressive  of  the  utmost  astonishment :  "  Oh, 
you  want  to  be  an  elector  ! "  Then  the  applicant's 
identity  is  doubted  altogether,  although  he  may  have 
resided  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  the  district. 
He  is  required  to  produce  the  last  twelve  monthly 
receipts  for  rent,  although  the  election  law  does  not 
make  this  obligatory.  Such  written  proof  is  fre- 
quently a  physical  impossibility,  since  the  suburban 
landlords  are  mostly  illiterate.  Even  where  a  regu- 
larly-kept rent-book  is  presented,  it  is  refused  con- 
sideration, the  authorities  insisting  on  the  production 
of  a  dozen  separate  receipts  issued  during  the  past 
twelve  months. 


*A  vedro  is  about  2|  gallons. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


Bepi  mm  4,  ims, 


THE  TRANS-PERSIAN 
RAILWAY. 


Why  Russia  Would  Allow  her  Commerce 
to  be  Sacrificed. 

THE   MENACE   TO  INDIA. 

The  Trans-Persian  Railway  question  lias  caused  no 
less  anxiety  in  Russia  than  in  England.  In  Russia, 
at  least,  no  doubt  whatever  is  felt  that,  in  its  eager- 
ness to  approach  the  Indian  frontier  by  a  line  through 
Persia,  the  Government  is  inspired  solely  by  strate- 
gical considerations,  for  the  independent  Press  has 
clearly  shown  that  the  construction  of  this  railway 
would  cripple  the  commercial  interests  of  Russia  in 
Central  Asia  generally,  and  in  Persia  in  particular. 

At  the  present  moment  Russia  has  the  lion's  share 
of  Persian  foreign  trade,  half  of  Persia's  total  imports 
coming  from  Russia,  while  that  country  takes  70  per 
cent,  of  her  exports.  The  principal  exports  of  Russia 
to  Persia  are  cotton  goods,  sugar,  tea,  and  petro- 
leum. The  trade  in  cotton  goods  and  sugar  has 
grown  enormously,  Russia's  exports  of  the  former  to 
Persia  having  increased  in  two  years  from  6,676,000 
to  9,962,800  roubles,  while  the  corresponding  figures 
for  the  sugar  exports  were  11,445,880  and  18,750,039 
roubles.  In  the  sugar  trade  Russia  has  gradually 
eliminated  all  her  competitors— India,  Austria,  and 
France,  who  between  them  formerly  exported  to 
Persia  60  per  cent,  of  the  sugar  consumed  there— 
and  now  she  occupies  the  first  place,  her  exports  of 
sugar  to  Persia  in  1910-1911  amounting  to  84  per 
cent,  of  the  total.  It  is  evident  that  Russia  will  soon 
be  the  sole  source  of  Persia's  sugar  supply.  As 
regards  Russia's  exports  of  tea,  naphtha,  and  petro- 
leum to  Persia,  the  trade  in  all  these  articles  has 
grown  at  about  the  same  rate. 

Bussian  Commerce  Prefers  the  "Status  Quo." 

It  is  clear,  then,  that  Russia  now  dominates  the 
commercial  existence  of  Persia,  that  her  influence 
is  still  on  the  increase,  and  that  she  threatens  com- 
pletely to  oust  her  trade  rivals.  But  with  the  coming 
of  the  Trans-Persian  Railway  the  situation  will  be 
entirely  changed,  and  to  the  detriment  of  Russia,  for 
the  following  reason,  which  explains  why  all 
industrial  and  commercial  Russia,  in  addition  to  the 
whole  Liberal  Press,  is  strenuously  opposed  to  the 
scheme.  The  fact  is  that  Russia's  commercial  pre- 
dominance in  Persia  depends  on  the  prohibition  of 
all  non-Russian  imports  into  Persia  via  the  Caucasus. 
This  embargo  dates  from  1883,  and  for  twenty  years 
from  that  date  no  European  goods  succeeded  in 
reaching  Persia  through  Russia.  Since  1903,  when 
Persia  joined  the  International  Postal  Union,  foreign 
goods  have  been  able  to  pass  through  Russia  to 
Persia  in  the  parcel-post,  made  up  in  parcels  not 
exceeding  nib.  Last  year  271,000  postal  parcels 
reached  Persia  in  this  way,  and  to  this  extent  the 
law  forbidding  transit  via  the  Caucasus  has  been 
evaded.  But  as  long  as  this  prohibition  remains  in 
force  Russian  commerce  possesses  a  great  advantage 
over  other  nations,  which  are  handicapped  by  having 
to  follow  circuitous  routes  via  Asia  Minor  or  the 
Persian  Gulf. 

Opposed  by  Hussia's  Leading  Merchants. 

Now,  as  every  Russian  is  well  aware,  this  embargo 
must  of  necessity  be  raised  with  the  opening  of  the 
Indo-European  railway,  financed  by  international 
and  especially  Anglo-French  capital,  for  Europe 
would  insist  upon  exporting  its  products  by  the 
railway  to  Persia  as  freely  as  to  India.  In  the 
present  backward  condition  of  Russian  industry  this 
would  mean  the  end  of  her  commercial  influence  in 
Persia  and  the  invasion  of  that  market  by  non- 
Russian  goods,  and  this  fear  has  stimulated  the 
Russian  hourgeotsie  to  oppose  the  project.  Within  a 
month  of  the  interview  between  the  Russian  and 
German  Emperors  at  Potsdam  in  October,  1910,  the 
leading  commercial  men  of  Moscow  held  a  con- 
ference, and,  after  listening  to  the  Government's 
defence  of  the  project,  unanimously  announced  their 
disapproval  of  the  suggested  line,  which,  they  con- 
sidered, was  diametrically  opposed  to  the  economic 
interests  of  Russia  in  Persia,  and  would  entail 
enormous  los-.es.  The  Liberal  Press  ranged  itself  on 
the  side  of  the  Moscow  merchants,  and  articles  have 
been  published  by  all  the  independent  newspapers, 
both  of  the  capital  and  the  provinces,  demonstrating 
that  the  proposed  railway  will  cost  £40,000,000,  place 
a  heavy  burden  upon  the  Russian  people,  and,  like 
the  Manchurian  Railway,  lead  to  further  adventures 
and  an  enormous  deficit,  since  neither  the  passenger 
nor  the  goods  traffic  could  possibly  be  large  enough 
to  make  the  line  pay. 

Why,  then,  does  the  Russian  Government  run 
counter  to  the  interests  of  Russian  industries  and 
pursue  a  project  which,  from  the  economic  stand- 
point, can  only  profit  Russia's  rivals  in  the  Persian 
market,  while,  financiallv  considered,  it  must  swell 
the  Russian  Budget,  since  it  is  evident   that,  to 


attract  the  necessary  capital,  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment will  be  obliged  to  guarantee  a  dividend  ?  The 
answer  to  this  question  is  quite  simple. 

A  Policy  of  High  Adventure. 

The  Russian  Government,  in  its  desire  to  sec  this 
project  realised,  has  no  immediate  economic  goal  in 
view.  Its  plans  are  much  more  grandiose,  and  for 
the  time  being  are  chiefly  of  a  strategic  nature.  The 
construction  of  a  Trans-Persian  railway  will  con- 
siderably increase  Russia's  offensive  strength  vis-a-vis 
India  and  the  whole  of  Central  Asia  The  Anglo- 
Indian  Army,  as  is  generally  known,  is  numerically 
weak,  comprising  altogether  only  forty-one  brigades 
(236,000  men),  of  which  rather  more  than  half,  say 
twentv-one  brigades,  are  stationed  along  the  North- 
West  frontier.  Until  the  Trans-Persian  Railway  is  a 
fail  accompli  this  army  suffices  for  frontier  defence. 
To  the  north  India  is  protected  by  inaccessible 
mountains,  and  there  are  only  two  routes  open  to  the 
invader — the  Khyber  Pass  on  the  road  from  Kabul 
to  Peshawar,  and  the  Bolan  Pass  on  the  Kandahar 
route.  In  this  neighbourhood  are  concentrated  the 
British  troops — i.e.,  two  divisions  at  Ouetta,  three  at 
Peshawar,  and  four  at  Rawal-Pindi,  while  not  far 
away  are  four  more  divisions  at  Lahore  and  inde- 
pendent brigades  at  Kohat,  Derajat,  and  Bannu. 
The  removal  of  the  capital  from  Calcutta  to  Delhi 
has  increased  the  defensive  power  of  these  positions, 
for  Delhi  is  midway  between  the  headquarters  of  the 
northern  army  at  Rawal-Pindi  and  of  the  southern 
army  at  Poona,  and  from  this  centre  the  defence 
of  the  northern  frontier  could  be  conducted  until 
the  last  moment,  while  at  Delhi  the  Government 
is  brought  into  closer  touch  with  the  Pathans,  Sikhs, 
Rajputs,  Mahrattas,  and  other  warrior  races  of  India 
who,  when  danger  threatens,  will  rise  in  their 
thousands  to  defend  the  English  flag. 

Where  the  Danger  Lies. 

It  may  be  said  then,  without  exaggeration,  that  the 
North-West  frontier  of  India  has  never  been  better 
protected  than  at  the  present  moment.  But  call  into 
existence  the  Trans-Persian  Railway,  and  the  plan 
of  frontier  defence  crumbles  to  dust.  Already  the 
Russian  troops  in  the  two  districts  nearest  the  Indian 
frontier — the  Caucasus  and  Turkestan — are  numeri- 
cally superior  to  the  whole  English  Army  in  northern 
India,  and  not  very  inferior  to  the  united  strength  of 
the  Indian  northern  and  southern  armies.  The  mili- 
tary district  of  the  Caucasus  has  now  three  army  corps 
against  two  in  1909.  In  1908  the  two  army  corps  in 
the  military  district  of.^Hckestan  were  composed  of 
thirty-three  battalions  on  active  service,  whereas 
they  now  number  forty-four,  while  north  of  this 
district  she  has  forty  and  to  the  south  thirty  battalions 
more  than  in  1908.  Altogether  there  are  150,000  men 
under  arms  in  the  Caucasus  and  Turkestan,  and  this 
army  would  be  a  constant  menace  to  India  once 
Russia  was  linked  with  Karachi  by  railway,  as  may 
be  realised  if  we  remember  that  by  means  of  a  single 
railway  line  of  infinitely  greater  length  Russia  was 
able  to  concentrate  a  million  men  in  Manchuria. 

Putting  Pressure  upon  India. 

It  is  easy  to  imagine  what  a  powerful  weapon  the 
Trans-Persian  Railway  would  be  in  Russian  hands 
for  putting  pressure  upon  India.  With  this  line  as  a 
lever,  Russia,  without  forcing  a  war  upon  England, 
could  compel  her  to  let  Russian  warships  pass 
through  the  Dardanelles,  and  then,  with  two  routes 
open  to  India,  by  land  and  water,  Russia  could 
dictate  her  orders  to  the  Mistress  of  the  Seas.  The 
strategical  importance  of  the  Trans-Persian  Railway 
is  evident  to  every  Russian  "  patriot,"  and  hence  the 
indifference  of  the  semi-official  Press  to  the  blow 
that  it  must  deal  to  Russian  industries.  When  Persia 
is  bisected  by  a  railway  and  Russian  troops  are 
within  a  few  hours'  journey  of  Teheran,  the  d'vision 
of  Persia  into  the  two  spheres  of  English  and  Russian 
influence  may  persist  for  some  time,  as  a  mere  for- 
mality ;  but  as  soon  as  the  first  verst  of  the  line  is 
constructed  Russia  will  have  made  an  enormous 
advance  towards  the  realisation  of  the  aim  set  forth 
so  eloquently  in  The  Railway  Across  Persia,  by 
the  Russian  engineer  P.  A.  Rittich  : — "There  can  be 
no  question  of  division  ;  the  whole  of  Persia  must 
belong  to  us." 

The  era  of  high  adventure  for  Russia  is  thus  by  no 
means  ended.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  begun  again 
on  an  unprecedented  scale.  M.  P. 


DISAFFECTION   IN   THE  NAVY. 


By  order  of  Admiral  Eberhard,  300  sailors  have 
been  dismissed  from  the  crews  of  the  Black  Sea  fleet 
and  transferred  to  the  shore  as  suspects,  although  it 
is  not  yet  certain  how  many  of  them  will  be  brought 
before  a  Naval  court-martial.  This  step  is  connected 
with  the  visit  paid  to  the  port  of  Sebastopol  by  the 
head  of  the  General  Staff  of  the  Navy,  Admiral 
Kniazeff,  M.  Zolotarcff,  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior, 
and  Admiral  Grigorovitch,  Minister  of  Marine. 


The  Metropolitan  Metal- Workers'  Union,  the 
largest  trade  union  in  Russia,  has  been  dissolved  by 
the  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg. 


THE  ARCH-PROVOCATOR. 

Interesting  Details  of  Azef's  Career. 

The  recent  appearance  of  Azef  at  Frankfort-on- 
the-Main,  where  he  was  interviewed  by  M.  Bourtseff, 
has  revived  public  interest  in  Russia  in  the  doings  of 
that  notorious  agent-provocateur.  Some  interesting 
details  of  his  career  are  given  in  the  Vekhemee 
Vremya,  one  of  the  late  M.  Suvorin's  publications. 

Azef,  who  held  a  prominent  position  in  the  Social- 
Democratic  party,  and  who  was  the  leader  of  its 
revolutionary  activity,  was  enlisted  in  the  services  of 
the  secret  police  by  M.  Zubatoff,  the  head  of  the 
Moscow  Okhrana.  On  joining  that  body  he  was  not 
required  to  abandon  his  activity  within  the  ranks  of 
the  Social  Democrats ;  on  the  contrary,  he  now 
started  to  criticise  the  tame  programme  of  the  party, 
preaching  terror  as  an  indispensable  means  in  the 
struggle  against  the  Government.  He  gradually 
abandoned  the  Social-Democrats  and  devoted  him- 
self to  organising  and  strengthening  the  revolu- 
tionary elements  among  the  Socialists.  The  whole 
detective  work  of  Zubatoff  was  almost  exclusively 
based  on  the  schemes  and  disclosures  of  A/.ef,  who 
was  in  receipt  of  a  small  monthly  salary,  but  had 
considerable  sums  placed  at  his  disposal  for  expenses. 

Revolutionary  and  Detective. 

His  position  within  the  party  of  the  Revolutionary 
Socialists  became  even  more  prominent  than  that 
which  he  had  occupied  among  the  Social  Democrats. 
He  took  part  in  the  secret  consultations  of  the  party, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  became  its  head.  All  the  while 
he  was  careful  in  his  dealings  with  Zubatoff,  to  whom 
he  only  betrayed  his  comrades  in  cases  of  extremity. 
His  cautiousness  and  irresolution  at  last  roused  the 
displeasure  of  the  Okhrana  authorities,  who  demanded 
from  him  more  active  work.  To  satisfy  his  employers 
Azef  enabled  them  to  seize  the  printing-office  of  the 
Revolutionary  Socialists  at  Tomsk.  This  seizure 
inflicted  a  heavy  blow  on  the  party,  and  led  to  the 
discovery  of  many  of  its  members.  For  several 
years  Azef  worked  among  the  revolutionists,  and  at 
the  same  time  gave  information  to  the  Secret  Police 
Department.  He  travelled  abroad  in  order  to  get 
into  touch  with  the  prominent  workers  of  the  revolu- 
tionary organisation  who  resided  beyond  the  frontier, 
where  all  the  secret  doors  of  the  party  were  widely 
opened  to  him  ;  and  in  proportion  as  his  position  was 
strengthened  among  the  revolutionists,  the  greater 
grew  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the 
Okhrana,  which  allowed  him  large  sums  for  travel- 
ling and  emergency  expenses. 

Later  on  he  founded  a  "  Fighting  Organisation 
among  the  revolutionists,  and  himself  conducted  its 
operations.  It  was  just  when  he  stood  at  the  pinnacle 
of  his  combined  revolutionary  and  detective  careers 
that  his  activity  was  (as  far  as  is  known;  brought  to 
a  close  by  the  revelations  of  M.  Bourtseff. 


SUPPRESSION   OF   THE  PRESS. 


The  responsible  editor  of  the  Retch  has  been 
sentenced  by  the  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  to  be 
imprisoned  for  three  months  for  the  publication  of 
an  article  entitled  "  Current  Experiments.'' 

The  Kieff  Pochta  has  been  fined  300  roubles  for 
criticising  the  doings  of  the  police  at  Ekaterinoslav. 
The  same  paper  has  also  been  fined  a  similar  amount 
for  publishing  an  article  on  the  elections. 

M.  Sanojnikoff,  the  second  editor  of  the  Youg,  of 
Cherson,  has  now  been  imprisoned  in  his  turn  for 
failure  to  pay  a  fine. 

The  Tchernomorkaya  Gazeta,  of  Novorossisk,  has 
been  fined  100  roubles  for  discussing  the  frequent 
fires  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  200  roubles  for  an  article 
on  the  electoral  mobilisation  of  the  clergy. 

The  editor  of  the  Pravda  has  been  arrested  for  the 
publication  of  an  article  entitled  "The  Service  011  the 
North- Western  Railways." 

The  editor  of  the  Kieff  Mysl  has  been  fined  300 
roubles  for  the  publication  of  an  article  entitled  "  The 
Nationalists  at  Work." 

The  Odessa  Novosti  has  been  fined  500  roubles  for 
the  publication  of  an  article  entitled  "  Decentralising 
the  Administration." 


THE    LENA  MASSACRE. 


Out  of  6,000  miners  formerly  in  the  service  of  the 
Lena  Company  only  860  have  remained  on  the  gold- 
fields,  5,000  men  and  over  4,000  women  and  children 
having  left  Bodaybo. 

About  the  middle  of  September  the  Justice  of  Peace 
of  the  first  district  of  St.  Petersburg  will  have  to  deal 
with  several  thousand  summonses  of  miners  against 
the  Lena  Company  for  breach  of  contract.  A  number 
of  members  of  the  Bar  are  forming  an  organisation 
for  the  legal  support  of  the  workmen's  claims. 


The  authorities  of  the  government  of  Orenburg 
have  refused  to  register  the  Mussulman  Charitable 
Society  of  Tchelabinsk. 
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NOTES. 


The  Coming  of  M.  Sazonoff. 

M.  Sazonoff's  approaching  visit  to  London 
impels  one  to  express  the  hope  that  Sir  Edward 
Grey  will  find  it  possible,  in  the  course  of  the 
informal  conversations  he  will  doubtless  conduct 
with  the  R  ussian  Foreign  Minister,  to  touch  upon 
certain  aspects  of  Russia's  internal  administration, 
which  have,  as  every  one  must  realise,  become 
a  European  scandal.  We  know  that  Sir  Edward 
Grey  clings  firmly  to  the  theory  that  Russia's 
domestic  affairs  are  entirely  her  own  concern, 
and  that  there  is  no  call  for  us  or  for  anybody 
else  to  interfere  in  them.  But,  however  properly 
this  attitude  may  conform  to  twentieth-century 
ideals  of  international  politics,  it  must  be  realised 
that  the  stability  and  even  the  continuance  of 
the  Anglo-Russian  Entente,  for  which  the 
Governments  of  both  countries  are  so  markedly 
solicitous,  depend  to  a  very  large  extent  on  public 
opinion.  This  is  a  truism  which  has  been 
repeated  time  and  again  in  this  very  connection 
in  quarters  where  everything  appertaining  to 
Russia  is  looked  upon  with  a  very  generous  eye. 
Does  Sir  Edward  Grey,  or  does  M.  Sazonoff, 
believe  that  the  British  people  are  blind  to  the 
things  that  are  going  on  in  Russia,  and  that,  if  no 
amendment  is  made,  their  disgust  will  not  fail 
in  time  to  find  effective  expression  P 

A  Warning. 

We  do  not  speak  at  random  ;  our  warning  is 
built  on  very  substantial  ground.  We  remember 
the  hint  so  very  plainly  thrown  out  two  months 
ago  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  that  before 
a  union  of  the  Anglican  and  Orthodox  Churches 
can  be  consummated  certain  aspects  of  Russian 
social  life  will  have  to  disappear.  We  remember, 
too,  the  protest  against  Russian  barbarities 
solemnly  uttered  about  the  same  time  by  the 
United  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and  the  declara- 
tions of  other  Christian  institutions  on  the  same 
subject.  Nor  will  the  stir  that  was  made  in  this 
country  by  the  publication  of  the  facts  of  the 
Blood  Accusation,  and  the  manifesto  signed  by 
hundreds  of  our  most  distinguished  public  men, 
readily  be  forgotten.  Sir  Edward  Grey  and  M- 
Sazonoff  must  clearly  see  that  a  calm  and 
dispassionate  discussion  of  Russia's  domestic  mis- 
government  would  be  essentially  in  the  interests 
of  the  cause  they  have  so  much  at  heart.  For 
our  part,  we  need  only  say  that  if  the  Anglo- 
Russian  Entente  were  after  all  to  result  in  the 
removal  of  even  a  few  of  the  stains  that  disfigure 
Russia's  contempoi'ary  record,  no  one  would 
acclaim  it  with  greater  thankfulness  than 
ourselves. 

The  Vodka  Curse. 

Two  years  ago  M.  Dmitrieff,  in  an  important 
work  on  Alcoholism  in  Russia,  pointed  out  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  Russian  people  suffered 
from  alcoholic  disease.  "  Through  heredity,"  he 
said,  "  the  poison  has  penetrated  into  the  fibres 
of  their  organism,  and  has  thus  notably  diminished 
their  powers  of  resistance  to  drunkenness.  The 


degeneracy  noticed  by  the  commissions  of  inquiry 
in  the  recruits  was,  without  doubt,  closely  con- 
nected with  this  hyper-alcoholisation."  These 
observations  are  strikingly  illuminated  by  the 
statistics  which  have  been  published  in  connec- 
tion with  the  State  liquor  monopoly,  from  which 
last  year  the  Treasury  derived  a  net  profit  of 
60  millions  sterling.  The  figures  for  1911 
show  an  increase  in  the  consumption  of  alcohol 
of  2'4  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year,  which  is 
nearly  twice  as  great  as  the  increase  in  the 
population.  That  a  still  more  extensive  develop- 
ment of  this  very  remunerative  business  is 
anticipated  for  1913  is  proved  by  the  orders  given 
to  the  bottle-manufacturers,  which  show  an 
increase  of  nearly  70  per  cent,  on  the  1911 
figures.  To  a  temperance  congress  which 
recently  met  at  Moscow  the  Government  has  pro- 
mised that  it  will  give  added  support  to  the  parish 
schools  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  "  religious 
ideas "  among  the  people,  and  thus  combating 
the  spread  of  alcoholism.  At  the  very  same  time 
the  Minister  of  Finance,  solicitous  for  his  Budget 
(of  which  a  third  part  is  accounted  for  by  the 
vodka  monopoly),  gives  orders  for  several  million 
more  bottles.  The  irony  of  the  situation  goes  too 
deep  for  words. 

State-made  Drunkenness. 

The  statistics  for  1911  become  even  more 
striking  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  year 
was  one  of  famine  for  more  than  twenty  pro- 
vinces, containing  a  population  of  25  millions. 
This  fact  goes  far  to  confirm  the  opinion  once 
expressed  by  a  Russian  economist  that  in  Russia 
a  diminution  in  the  consumption  of  bread  goes 
hand  in  hand  with  an  increase  in  the  consump- 
tion of  alcohol.  In  this  connection  a  story  is 
recalled  which,  although  it  appears  to  savour  of 
fiction,  is  nevertheless  absolutely  true.  Some 
years  ago  the  government  of  Kursk,  suffering 
from  a  bad  harvest  and  from  famine  (in  Russia 
the  one  is  invariably  accompanied  by  the  other), 
obtained  a  subvention  of  1,500,000  roubles  from 
the  Government.  In  the  following  year  the 
statistics  of  the  consumption  of  alcohol  showed 
that  in  Kursk  the  receipts  from  the  sales  of 
spirits  had  increased  by  exactly  1,500,000 
roubles  !  The  fact  is,  of  course,  that  a  wave  of 
temperance  is  the  very  last  thing  the  Russian 
Government  desires  ;  it  would  spell  ruin  for  the 
country's  finances,  and  therefore  the  habits  of 
drunkenness  ingrained  in  the  peasants  ai-e 
assiduously  fostered  by  a  paternal  Administration. 
Perhaps  that  explains  why  the  Salvation  Army 
is  not  allowed  to  carry  on  its  work  in  Russia. 


A  Railway  Across  Persia. 

If  there  are  still  any  doubts  entertained  in  this 
country  as  to  the  object  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment in  favouring  the  Trans-Persian  Railway 
project,  the  article  we  publish  on  the  subject 
this  week  is  calculated,  we  think,  to  set  them  at 
rest.  There  can  be  no  question  now  that  the 
Russian  promoters  of  the  scheme  are  not  impelled 
by  motives  of  commercial  interest.  On  the  con- 
trary, in  spite  of  Professor  Vambery's  ill- 
informed  letter  to  the  Times,  it  is  abundantly 
clear  that  one  of  the  immediate  effects  of  the 
construction  of  the  line  will  be  to  destroy  a  very 
large  part  of  Russia's  trade  with  Persia.  At 
present  the  goods  of  other  foreign  countries  can 
only  enter  Persia  via  the  Caucasus  in  small 
postal  packets,  with  the  result  that  Russia  almost 
holds  a  monopoly  in  the  export  of  sugar  to  that 
country,  while  in  respect  of  other  staple  articles 
she  dominates  the  commercial  field.  As  soon, 
however,  as  the  Trans-Persian  Railway  comes 
into  existence  the  other  European  nations  will 
be  placed  on  an  absolute  equality  with  Russia  in 
the  matter  of  Persian  trade,  and,  when  the 
present  condition  of  her  industries  is  taken  into 
account,  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  that  Russia 
will  suffer  enormously.  Small  wonder,  then,  that 
her  commercial  men  are  dead  against  the  scheme. 


Why   It   Must   be  Opposed. 

Nevertheless,  the  Russian  Government  is 
reported  to  be  quite  prepared  to  sacrifice  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  country  and  to 
favour  the  construction  of  a  railway  across 
Persia.  Clearly,  then,  the  motive  underlying  the 
project,  as  far  as  it  emanates  from  Russia,  is 
purely  strategical.  By  means  of  this  line  the 
large  and  growing  forces  now  stationed  in  the 
Caucasus  and  Turkestan  could  readily  be  brought 
within  striking  distance  of  the  Indian  frontier. 
Is  it  realised  what  this  would  mean  to  Great 
Britain  P  It  would  necessitate  the  entire  reor- 
ganisation of  our  plan  of  Indian  defence  and  the 
maintenance  in  India  of  a  force  considerably 
larger  than  that  which  now  constitutes  the  Indian 
Army.  The  figures  in  this  connection  are  set  out 
with  irresistible  force  in  the  article  we  publish. 
So  much  for  the  English  point  of  view.  To  the 
great  mass  of  the  Russian  people  the  project 
must  be  no  less  repugnant.  Apart  from  the 
heavy  commercial  loss  involved,  the  financing  of 
the  Trans-Persian  Railway,  added  to  the  burden 
of  the  new  Navy  expenditure,  will  place  an  intoler- 
able strain  on  an  already  overtaxed  nation,  and 
will  hasten  the  realisation  of  that  adventurous 
foreign  policy  to  which  an  influential  section  of 
the  bureaucracy  is  wedded.  We  are  afraid  that, 
unless  this  dangerous  proposal  is  at  its  inception 
firmly  vetoed  in  this  country,  it  will  create  an 
infinity  of  turmoil  both  in  Russia  and  in  Europe 
generally. 


THE   BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


Beilis  Still  Refused  Bail. 


The  latest  application  made  by  Advocate  Grusen- 
berg  for  the  release  of  his  client  Beilis  on  bail  has 
been  rejected. 

M.  Mashkevitch,  who  is  conducting  the  supple- 
mentary inquiry  into  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky,  has 
examined  M.  Krassovsky  on  the  subject  in  the  prison 
in  which  he  is  now  confined. 

M.  Krassovsky  has  been  arrested  ostensibly  for 
offences  he  was  alleged  to  have  committed  as  head 
of  the  Kieff  detective  department.  But  when  it 
became  necessary  to  frame  an  indictment,  no  more 
serious  offence  could  be  discovered  in  his  past 
career  than  the  arrest  of  a  political  suspect  on  insuffi- 
cient grounds.  Such  a  sensitiveness  for  legality  on 
the  part  of  the  authorities  would  have  been  extremely 
commendable  had  it  not  been  the  accepted  rule  in 
police  circles  to  arrest  suspected  persons  on  the 
vaguest  suspicion,  while  reserving  for  their  leisure 
the  formality  of  discovering  whether  they  had  com- 
mitted any  offence  at  all  for  their  leisure.  The  very 
system  of  the  "  administrative  process  "  consists  in  not 
only  arresting  but  even  in  deporting  people  without 
any  form  of  trial,  just  because  no  charge  based  on  any 
indictable  offence  can  be  formulated  against  them. 
It  is  notorious  that  the  prosecution  of  M.  Krassovsky 
is  a  mere  act  of  revenge  for  his  part  in  the  discovery 
of  Yuschinsky's  assassins.  When,  instead  of  being 
satisfied  with  the  blood  legend,  he  set  out  to  track 
down  the  criminal  gang,  he  was  removed  from  his 
office,  and  when  he  continued  to  work  on  the  same 
lines  and  found  a  helper  and  public  mouthpiece  in 
the  journalist  M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky,  the  autho- 
rities at  once  imprisoned  him  in  order  to  punish  him 
for  this  unpardonable  offence  and  to  discredit  his 
evidence  at  the  same  time. 

The  Kieff  Okhrana  has  been  making  extensive 
arrests,  among  them  being  two  witnesses  in  the 
Yuschinsky  case. 


JEWISH  EXPULSIONS. 


The  police  have  expelled  eight  Jewish  families 
from  the  district  of  Kishineff  in  Bessarabia. 

The  authorities  of  Ekaterinoslav  have  expelled  all 
the  Jewish  summer  visitors  who  were  staying  at  the 
hydro  on  the  island  of  Khortitsa. 

Orders  have  been  given  for  the  expulsion  of 
fourteen  Jewish  families  from  Podgorodneye,  in 
Ekaterinoslav. 


NEXT   YEAR'S  BUDGET. 


The  Estimates  for  1913  will  include  credits  for 
building  additional  prisons  and  rebuilding  some 
which  are  already  in  existence.  Over  100  million 
roubles  will  be  demanded  for  the  construction  of 
new  ironclads  and  for  port  accommodation. 


4 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 


Religious  Persecutions. 


[From  Our  Polish  Correspondent.] 
In  all  civilised  countries  religious  affairs  are  re- 
garded as  matters  for  the  conscience  of  every  indi- 
vidual, and  outrageous  restrictions  in  this  direction 
introduced  by  the  Governments  would  be  looked 
upon  with  indignation.  This  explains  why  the  Act 
of  Toleration  issued  on  April  17th,  1905,  which  was 
supposed  to  give  the  longed-for  guarantee  of  liberty 
of  conscience,  aroused  a  storm  of  enthusiasm,  and 
was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  important  victories 
gained  by  the  Revolution.  This  grant  was  particu- 
larly appreciated  by  the  millions  of  Polish  Catholics, 
scattered  in  all  parts  of  the  vast  Empire.  Hitherto 
Russian  subjects  had  been  severely  forbidden  to 
change  the  Orthodox  faith  for  any  other  creed,  and 
if  any  one  ancestor  of  a  family  had  belonged  to  the 
Orthodox  confession,  all  the  descendants  were  obliged 
to  keep  to  this  religion.  Grown-up  persons,  and  even 
old  people,  were  often  suddenly  ordered  to  baptise 
their  children  according  to  the  Orthodox  ritual, 
if  some  ancestor  was  alleged  to  have  professed 
Orthodoxy,  and  this  very  arguable  point  was  left  for 
decision  to  the  political  authorities,  whose  methods 
were  of  the  usual  arbitrary  character.  Among  the 
conversionist  devices  employed  were  imprisonment, 
wholesale  flogging,  shooting,  and,  finally,  the  depopu- 
lation of  whole  villages,  whose  inhabitants  were 
deported  to  Siberia. 

Still  no  Toleration. 
The  Act  of  Toleration  was  expected  to  put  an  end 
to  all  these  unscrupulous  proceedings,  but  the  hopes 
it  excited  proved  illusory,  and  were  soon  buried  in  a 
common  grave  with  all  the  privileges  obtained  in  the 
days  of  the  Revolution.  Now,  when  Reaction  is  at 
the  flood,  the  Act  of  Toleration  is  entirely  forgotten, 
and  religious  prosecutions  are  in  full  swing. 

Recently  the  Holy  Synod  issued  a  circular  which 
restores  and  reinforces  the  old  system  regarding 
mixed  marriages,  by  virtue  of  which  children  of 
mixed  marriages  must  remain  Orthodox,  if  one  of 
their  parents  belonged  to  this  faith. 

On  August  25th  the  Judicial  Court  in  Warsaw  sat 
in  judgment  upon  a  clergyman,  from  the  government 
of  Radom,  who  was  charged  with  having  some  years 
ago  baptised  two  children  according  to  the  Catholic 
ritual,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  their  mother  was 
descended  from  an  Orthodox  family.  The  accused 
priest  declared  that  he  had  merely  yielded  to  the 
desire  of  the  parents,  who  confirmed  his  statement. 
The  District  Court  of  Radom,  which  had  previously 
investigated  the  case,  had  fined  the  priest,  with  the 
alternative  of  imprisonment  and  a  three  months' 
suspension,  while  the  guilty  parents  were  sentenced 
to  a  fortnight's  arrest.  Now  the  Court  in  Warsaw, 
to  whom  these  condemned  persons  appealed,  has 
confirmed  the  sentence. 

Merciless  Prosecutions. 
Such  episodes,  far  from  being  isolated,  occur 
nowadays  so  often  that  they  seem  to  be  the  order  of 
the  day,  especially  in  Lithuania,  where  the  Catholic 
clergy  are  being  mercilessly  prosecuted.  Some 
statistics,  taken  at  random  from  a  monthly  review, 
may  give  an  adequate  ideaof  the  prevailing  conditions. 
In  the  diocese  of  Wilna  out  of  seventy-six  Catholic 
priests,  serving  in  fifteen  churches,  only  one  has  been 
able  to  escape  judicial  or  administrative  punishment. 
In  another  diocese,  containing  seventeen  priests,  only 
two  have  not  been  summoned  before  the  Court. 

It  must  be  added  that  confessional  cases  in  Lithu- 
ania are  tried  by  special  Courts,  consisting  of  ordi- 
nary judges  and  the  so-called  "  representatives  of 
classes."  The  latter,  whom  a  recent  circular  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice  requires  to  be  Orthodox,  being 
appointed  ad  hoc  by  the  local  authorities,  must  be 
completely  shorn  of  their  independence,  and  their 
sole  duty  is  to  echo  the  opinion  of  the  authorities. 
This  accounts  for  the  fact  that  none  of  the  accused 
priests  has  ever  been  acquitted.  Even  in  cases  where 
the  innocence  of  the  accused  is  proved  beyond  any 
doubt,  the  Court  imposes  a  minimum  fine;  this 
"  minimum,"  however,  usually  amounts  to  100  or  200 
roubles,  and,  in  view  of  the  small  salaries  received  by 
the  clergy,  it  may  bfi.iaid  that  the  larger  part  of  the 
money  paid  to  them  returns  to  the  State  Treasury. 
The  special  taxes  paid  by  the  Catholic  population  for 
maintaining  the  Catholic  clergy,  as  well  as  the  interest 
on  the  Church  funds,  find  their  way  to  the  public 
exchequer,  to  be  spent  for  purposes  of  Orthodox 
propaganda. 

HERZENSTEIN'S  GRAVE. 

The  "Black  Hundred''  gentry,  whose  organisa- 
tion was  responsible  for  the  assassination  of  M. 
Her/.enstein,  have  been  desecrating  the  late  Deputy's 
grave  at  Terioki,  not  only  by  destroying  its  floral 
decorations,  but  even  by  tarring  the  tombstone.  In 
consequence,  a  committee  of  the  victim's  admirers 
have  engaged  a  special  watchman  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  similar  acts  of  vandalism  in  future. 


THE    FINNISH  SENATE. 

Little  Prospect  of  its  Composition  being 
Altered. 

It  is  stated  that,  in  view  of  the  impending  expira- 
tion of  the  Finnish  Senate's  term  of  office,  the 
Russian  Cabinet  is  about  to  consider  the  desirability 
of  altering  the  composition  of  that  body.  The  effect 
of  packing  it  with  functionaries  of  the  Governor- 
General's  office  has  been  to  turn  the  Senate  into  an 
appanage  of  the  Governor-Generalship  in  the  eyes  of 
the  population,  whose  confidence  it  does  not  enjoy  ; 
and  for  this  reason  several  members  of  the  Cabinet 
declared  it  advisable,  a  few  months  ago,  to  select 
candidates  for  the  Finnish  Upper  House  from  among 
the  party  of  the  Old  Finns. 

Meanwhile,  however,  the  position  has  been 
altered,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  Cabinet  meet- 
ing, which  is  to  be  attended  by  Governor-General 
Seyn,  will  not  be  anxious  to  enhance  the  authority  of 
the  Senate  by  making  it  representative  of  any  native 
body  of  the  Finnish  population.  It  was  not  for 
nothing  that  the  law  of  February  2nd,  1912,  was 
passed  by  the  Imperial  Legislature,  placing  Russians 
on  a  par  with  natives  of  the  Grand  Duchy.  General 
Seyn,  accordingly,  does  not  perceive  any  necessity 
for  admitting  Finnish  public  workers  to  the  Senate 
when  it  can  be  filled  with  Russians,  since  the  rule 
requiring  that  only  native  Finns,  familiar  with  the 
country  and  the  local  languages,  are  to  be  appointed 
Senators  must  now  be  considered  obsolete.  General 
Seyn  even  recommends  prolonging  the  powers  of 
the  present  Senate  for  another  period  of  three  years, 
subject  to  a  few  slight  partial  alterations.  His  views 
seem  to  find  favour  in  Government  circles  owing  to 
the  failure  of  the  negotiations  with  the  leaders  of  the 
Old  Finns'  party,  who  are  unwilling  to  bear  the 
responsibility  for  the  illegal  position  created  by  the 
Government. 


Governor-General  Seyn  has  instituted  criminal  pro- 
ceedings against  the  Town  Council  of  Nystadt  on  the 
same  charge  as  is  being  preferred  against  the  Viborg 
Councillors— namely,  ignoring  the  Imperial  Equalisa- 
tion Law. 

The  Governor-General  has  recommended  the 
Government  to  take  no  notice  of  a  petition  signed  by 
nearly  ten  thousand  inhabitants  of  Nykirk  and 
Kivinebb,  praying  that  those  parishes  may  not  be 
detached  from  the  government  of  Viborg. 


FINN    SHOT    BY  RUSSIAN 
SOLDIERS. 


The  noisy  behaviour  of  some  Russian  workmen 
who  were  engaged  in  building  new  barracks  at 
Koria,  in  Finland,  caused  a  crowd  of  Finns  to 
assemble.  Suddenly  a  military  patrol,  consisting  of 
three  Russian  soldiers  with  loaded  rifles,  appeared 
on  the  scene,  and  without  any  reason  attacked  one 
of  the  onlookers,  a  Finnish  workman  named  Paak- 
kari.  A  Finnish  policeman  cautioned  the  soldiers  to 
leave  the  man  alone,  but  without  effect.  The  soldiers 
stated  that  the  Finn  had  threatened  them  with  his 
pocket-knife,  and  announced  their  intention  of  taking 
him  to  their  barracks.  Paakkari,  however,  managed 
to  free  himself  from  his  captors,  and  started  to  run 
away.  Thereupon  one  of  the  soldiers  raised  his 
rifle  and  shot  the  man  dead.  In  spite  of  the  police- 
man's statement  that  the  attack  on  Paakkari  was 
absolutely  unjustified,  the  result  of  an  inquiry  held 
by  a  Russian  officer  was  to  exonerate  the  soldiers 
on  the  ground  that  they  had  acted  in  self-defence. 


REJECTED  PROFESSORS. 


At  the  university  of  .Saratov,  which  was  deprived 
of  its  first  rector,  Professor  Ra/.umovsky,  through  the 
caprice  of  M.  Kasso,  the  candidates  elected  by  the 
faculty  for  the  chairs  of  gynecology  and  midwifery, 
nervous  and  mental  disorders,  infantile  diseases,  and 
other  subjects  have  all  been  rejected  by  the  Minister 
of  Education,  who  has  even  gone  so  far  as  to  appoint 
a  professor  who  had  already  been  objected  to  by  the 
faculty. 


PRISON  TORTURES. 


The  Assistant-Governor  of  the  prison  at  Baku, 
Biriukoff,  has  been  sentenced  to  three  months' 
imprisonment  for  tortures  practised  on  the  inmates 
of  the  central  prison,  while  the  three  chief  warders 
have  been  sentenced  to  three  weeks'  imprisonment. 


Governor  Khvostoff  has  presented  a  demand  to 
the  Nijni  Fair  Committee  for  a  diminution  in  the 
number  of  Jewish  merchants  at  the  fair.  The 
Exchange  Committee  has  sent  a  telegram  to  the 
Premier  petitioning  for  the  retention  of  the  same 
number  of  Jewish  merchants  as  in  previous  years. 


STATISTICS    OF  EXILE. 

Great  Predominance  of  the  Educated 
Elements. 

When  one  considers  the  fate  of  the  220,000 
prisoners  huddled  together  in  gaols  which  are  only 
meant  to  contain  80,000,  and  when  one  remembers 
the  terrible  epidemics  which  s'rike  them  down  in 
unprecedented  numbers  and  become  a  standing 
menace  to  those  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
prisons,  one  is  apt  to  take  less  account  of  the  exiles  in 
Siberia,  in  spite  of  their  number  and  their  appalling 
fate. 

The  subject  has,  however,  been  brought  to  the 
front  by  the  Lena  affair,  and  the  unfounded  insinua- 
tions made  in  official  quarters  that  the  whole  agitation 
was  the  work  of  certain  exiles  who  had  made  their 
way  into  the  miners'  ranks.  Formerly  Mr.  George 
Kennan's  book  was  regarded  as  the  best  source  of 
information  for  those  who  were  interested  in  the  life 
of  the  Russian  exiles.  But  the  period  with  which 
this  work  deals  may  be  considered  the  "  Golden 
Age  "  of  deportation,  and  the  hardships  which  Mr. 
Kennan  describes  appear  insignificant  to  those  who 
know  the  conditions  prevailing  to-day.  Putting 
aside  all  humanitarian  sentiment,  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment, out  of  hate  and  a  desire  to  rid  itself  of  its 
opponents  as  quickly  as  possible,  sends  every  month 
of  every  year  thousands  of  young  people  of  both 
sexes  to  localities  where  the  climate  has  not  yet 
allowed  any  collection  of  individuals  to  establish 
their  domicile.  Cast  among  a  few  savage  com- 
munities, the  exiles  are  thus  condemned  either  to 
die  or  to  escape  to  the  tundras,  or  swamps,  there  to 
find  death  a  little  later. 

A  Voice  from  Siberia. 

The  Ritsskoe  Bogalslvo  has  just  published  a  very 
interesting  document.  In  1908  a  group  of  200  exiles 
in  the  district  of  Kirensk  organised  an  "  informa- 
tion bureau,"  among  whose  functions  was  the  publi- 
cation of  a  leaflet,  written  by  hand,  with  the  object 
of  collecting  material  concerning  the  life  of  the 
exiles.  This  organisation  and  its  leaflet  did  not  last 
long,  and  its  members  have  disappeared.  Certain 
copies  of  the  leaflet,  however,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  police,  and  also  into  those  of  an  exile  in  another 
district,  who  sent  them  to  the  Russkoe  Bogalstvo. 

Some  figures  given  in  this  document  throw  a  vivid 
light  on  the  revolutionary  movement.  The  following 
list  shows  the  ethnographical  distribution  of  the 
exiles,  of  whom  a  typical  group  of  680  was  taken  : — 

Russians  (Great,  Little,  and  White  Russians),  389  ; 
Jews,  108  ;  Letts,  80  ;  Poles,  50  ;  Georgians,  18 ; 
Esthonians,  1 1  ;  Lithuanians,  7  ;  Ossetins,  4  ;  Ger- 
mans, 4 ;  Armenians,  3  ;  Tartars,  Tcheremists, 
Czechs,  Greeks,  Moldavians,  and  Cossacks,  1  each. 

It  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  the  Jews  form 
nearly  16  per  cent.,  because  since  1885  the  Govern- 
ment has  adopted  a  special  rule  in  their  case — namely, 
to  send  them  to  the  most  distant  places  of  exile, 
whereas  in  the  case  of  the  other  nationalities  the 
authorities  admit  certain  categories  into  Western 
Siberia  or  into  the  inhabited  parts  of  the  Eastern 
districts. 

A  group  of  653  exiles  showed  the  following  com- 
position according  to  occupations  : — 

Intellectuals  (liberal  professions  and  State  officials), 
121;  clerks  and  tradesmen,  63;  workmen,  306; 
peasants,  65 ;  no  occupation  and  young  people 
below  the  age  of  eighteen,  98. 

Thus  it  is  seen  that  the  majority  of  the  exiles 
belong  to  the  working- classes  (56-8  per  cent.) — a 
characteristic  symptom  of  the  period  following  the 
events  of  1905  onwards. 

Only   Three  Illiterates. 

With  regard  to  education,  in  a  group  of  594  there 
were  3  who  were  illiterate,  118  who  could  read  and 
write  but  who  had  not  attended  any  school,  309  who 
had  attended  a  primary  school,  130  who  had  been  to 
a  secondary  school,  and  34  who  had  been  educated 
at  a  high  school.  When  we  remember  that  the  pro- 
portion of  illiterates  for  Russia  at  large  is  80  per 
cent.,  it  is  remarkable  to  find  that  not  only  do  the 
majority  of  those  concerned  in  the  Revolutionary 
movement  come  from  the  labouring  and  peasant 
classes,  but  that  it  is  the  most  conscious  and 
enlightened  elements  of  the  masses  that  range  them- 
selves in  opposition  to  the  existing  regime. 

Finally,  the  enumeration  of  the  exiles  according  to 
political  parties  gives  the  following  results  : — 

Social  Democrats,  255  ;  Revolutionary  Socialists, 
201  ;  Polish  Socialist  Party,  22  ;  Maximalists 
(extreme  terrorists),  8  ;  Bund  (Jewish  Socialist 
Party),  6  ;  Zionist  Socialists,  6  ;  Social  Democrats 
from  Poland  and  Lithuania,  5  ;  Georgian  Socialist 
Federation,  2;  no  party,  118;  Anarchists  of  all 
shades,  41  ;  miscellaneous,  6. 

Thus  the  great  majority  of  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tionaries belong  to  the  two  great  parties  of  the  Social 
Democrats  and  Revolutionary  Socialists. 
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CLERGY    IN    THE  DUMA. 


One  of  the  most  disquieting  features  of  the 
present  election  campaign  is  the  strenuous  and 
organised  endeavour  that  is  being  made  to 
return  a  large  number  of  Russian  clergymen  to 
the  Duma.  A  "  House  of  Popes  "  is  now  well 
within  the  range  of  vision,  and  the  Government, 
acting  through  the  Holy  Synod,  seems  to  be 
doing  its  best  to  ensure  in  this  way  the  election 
of  an  assembly  that  shall  be  entirely  submissive 
to  its  will.  It  is  with  no  desire  to  belittle  the 
character  and  activities  of  the  Orthodox  Church 
that  we  assert  that  the  packing  of  the  Duma 
with  Russian  priests  will  destroy  the  last 
remnants  of  quasi- Constitutional  respectability 
in  which  that  institution  is  still  clothed.  In  the 
first  place,  the  minor  clergy  are  probably  the 
least  independent  class  in  the  whole  Empire. 
They  are  entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
higher  ecclesiastics,  who  can  force  them  to  vote, 
under  pain  of  instant  dismissal,  for  any  candi- 
date they  may  select.  Already  the  priests  in 
nearly  every  diocese  have  received  strict  instruc- 
tions from  their  Bishops  to  support  the  Nation- 
alist candidates,  arid  it  is  at  the  same  bidding 
that  in  numerous  cases  they  are  standing  for 
election  themselves.  It  is  anticipated  that  no 
fewer  than  200  of  the  minor  clergy  and  twenty- 
three  Bishops  will  become  members  of  the  fourth 
Duma,  thus  forming  by  themselves  an  absolute 
majority  in  that  bodj^.  That  this  anticipation  is 
justified  there  is  ample  evidence,  seeing  that 
in  a  preponderating  number  of  districts  the 
clergy  are  in  a  majority  in  the  curia  of  the 
landed  proprietors  and  in  the  second  curia  of 
the  towns.  Moreover,  they  are  being  very 
effectively  mobilised  for  campaign  purposes,  and 
their  power  is  unfortunately  strengthened  by  the 
fact  that  many  of  the  Progressive  members  of 
the  cnriie,  disgusted  alike  at  the  inequality  of 
the  franchise  laws  and  at  the  degradation  to 
which  the  Duma  has  been  brought,  are  abstaining 
from  all  participation  in  the  coming  elections. 
We  have  already  had  occasion  to  deplore  these 
boycotting  tactics,  which,  however  intelligible 
they  may  be,  are  only  calculated  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  Reaction,  and  to  provide  the  Gov- 
ernment with  a  specious  excuse  for  ignoring  all 
attempts  at  Parliamentary  control. 

In  estimating  the  effect  of  the  inclusion  of 
priests  in  the  Duma  on  a  large  scale  we  have 
also  to  take  into  account  the  character  of  the 
village  pope.  As  a  rule,  rather  than  as  an 
exception,  he  is  a  man  of  very  primitive  ideas 
and  of  extremely  limited  education,  sycopharitic 
to  a  degree,  and  too  often  possessed  of  serious 
moral  defects.  The  Novoe  Vremya  has  just  pub- 
lished a  striking  description  of  the  way  in  which 
the  village  clergyman  has  spread  the  vice  of 
drunkenness  throughout  Russia,  and  the  indict- 
ment is  one  that  is  not  lightly  to  be  refuted. 
Obviously  such  a  man  is  far  from  fitted  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  work  of  legislation,  and 
obviously,  too,  he  is  peculiarly  unrepresentative 
of  the  people.  As  we  have  observed,  his  living 
depends  on  the  favour  of  his  superiors,  and  the 
great  peculiarity  of  his  position  as  a  member  of 
the  Duma  is  that,  if  he  loses  his  benefice,  he  loses 
;  at  the  same  time  his  electoral  qualification,  and 
'  with  it  his  seat  in  the  House.  Thus  both  in  his 
^ecclesiastical  and  in  his  political  career  he  must 


inevitably  become  and  remain  the  creature  of 
the  combined  forces  of  the  Holy  Synod  and  the 
Council  of  Ministers.  Apart  from  these  considera- 
tions, we  have  to  ask:  what  will  be  the  conse- 
quence of  the  contemplated  clerical  influx  to  the 
political  life  of  the  country.  In  Russia,  above 
all  countries,  the  confusion  of  religion  and 
politics  is  bound  to  work  deplorable  mischief. 
Within  the  Russian  [Empire  there  is  a  large 
number  of  different!  religious  sects,  many 
of  which  are  animated  by  strong  Separatist 
ideas  of  nationality.  The  transformation  of 
the  Orthodox  Church  into  a  militant  political 
organisation,  championing  an  extreme  species  of 
Reaction,  will  fan  the  flames  of  religious  tyranny 
and  intolerance  to  their  fiercest  height.  The 
ignorant  and  superstitious  peasant,  on  whom  the 
Orthodox  Church — if  mot  the  Orthodox  priest — 
maintains  an  irresistible  hold,  will  lie  coerced 
into  conformity  with  the  views  of  his  spiritual 
adviser  by  the  threat  of  eternal  damnation. 
Throughout  the  countw  the  pulpit  will  become 
a  platform  from  whiari  a  purely  and  uniformly 
partisan  policy  will  befaisseminated,  and  in  time 
an  indulgence  in  Liberljl  beliefs  will  be  held  to 
be  incompatible  witli  tjtte  Orthodox  confession  of 
faith.  Those  who  do  ndi  subscribe  to  Reactionary 
principles  will  be  denov.nced  as  heretics,  and  in 
the  bestowal  of  eeclesiafiieal  office  political  profes- 
sions will  become  the  main,  if  not  the  only,  con- 
sideration. 

Conditions  such  as  these,  which  are  now  well 
on  the  road  to  realisation,  will  be  calamitous  as 
well  for  the  Church  as  for  the  nation  at  large. 
The  Holy  Synod  is  already  governed  by 
sufficiently  undesirable  influences,  as  the  recent 
Rasputin  scandal  plainly  showed  ;  and  this  alone 
is  a  sufficient  argument  of  the  grave  impropriety 
of  its  organised  incursion  into  political  affairs. 
There  would  be  less  ground  for  our  objections, 
perhaps,  if  there  were  any  prospect  of  the 
clerical  elements  in  the  Duma  constituting  a 
Centre  party  and  exercising  a  moderating  and 
possibly  conciliating  influence  on  the  extremists 
of  both  sides.  That,  however,  is  beyond  the 
bounds  of  possibility.  The  clergy  in  the  Duma, 
for  the  reasons  we  have  already  pointed  out,  will 
sit  and  vote  with  the  most  consistent  supporters 
of  the  bureaucracy,  and  it  is  with  this  certain 
knowledge  that 'the  Covernment  is  supporting 
their  candidatures.  But  the  success  of  this 
unholy  compact,  which  is  arousing  a  storm  of 
indignation  on  all  sides,  will  undoubtedly  swell 
and  strengthen  the  forces  of  disaffection,  and  so 
hasten  the  marcli  of  progress. 

JEWISH  EXPULSIONS. 


From  the  province  of  Turkestan,  by  order  of  the 
Governor-General,  nearly  300  Jewish  families  have 
been  expelled— 100  from  the  town  of  Turkestan,  100 
from  Tashkent,  40  from  Tchimkent,  10  from  Perovsk, 
10  from  Obuliata,  and  17  from  Katchalynsk. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  at  last  recognised 
the  illegality  of  the  expulsions  recently  ordered  by 
the  Governor  of  Cherson  in  regard  to  Jews  who  had 
settled  in  the  province  before  1906. 


STAGE  CENSORSHIP. 


The  authorities  at  Warsaw  have  prohibited  the 
production  of  Sardou's  Madame  Sans-Gene  on  the 
very  eve  of  the  first  performance. 

The  Dramatic  Censor  of  St.  Petersburg  has  for- 
bidden Wagner's  opera  Parsifal  and  Weber's  peasant 
drama  Schcnger's  Home  to  be  produced  on  the  stage 
of  the  German  Theatre  at  Riga. 


A    DUMA  CANDIDATE. 


The  Wonderful  Metamorphosis  of 
M.  Zamyslovsky. 


FROM  RADICAL  TO  REACTIONARY. 


If  M.  Purishkevitch  is  the  noisiest  and  most  ridi- 
culous figure  in  the  group  of  the  Extreme  Right, 
M.  Zamyslovsky  is  certainly  the  brains  of  the  party. 
Jurist  and  ex-attorney,  possessing  a  thorough 
acquaintance  with  the  law,  it  was  he  who  had  the 
cynicism  to  raise  at  the  tribune  of  the  Duma  the 
question  of  Jewish  "  ritual  murders,''  and  by  this 
interpellation,  unique  in  Parliamentary  annals,  nailed 
the  pogrom  colours  to  the  "  Nationalist"  mast. 

This  gentleman  is  standing  for  election  in  the  town 
of  Wilna  as  the  candidate  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian 
people  and  of  the  Government.  As  the  Russkoc  Slovo 
says  :  "  The  Government  is  anxious  that  Zamyslovsky 
should  be  elected  at  Wilna,  at  any  cost." 

As  a  "  Beckless  Hadical." 

M.  Zamyslovsky  did  not  originally  belong  to  Wilna. 
As  a  Government  official  Wilna  has  known  him  for 
the  last  eight  years  under  all  political  colours.  Before 
1905  he  was  a  Liberal-Radical.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  Revolution  he  discovered  that  the  Cadets  of  M. 
Miliukoff's  stamp  were  "  too  moderate  a  party." 
Discussing  the  matter  with  members  of  the  Bar,  this 
Government  attorney  told  them  :  "  The  Cadets  are 
too  timid,  too  much  Government  men  ;  they  have  no 
'lair.    The  Reds  will  win." 

After  the  dissolution  of  the  first  Duma,  in  1906,  he 
paraded  sentiments  of  indignation  against  the  Govern- 
ment. To  M.  Korvin-Milevsky,  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  State,  who  in  defence  of  the  Government 
pretended  that  the  dissolution  was  a  Constitutional 
act,  M.  Zamyslovsky  indignantly  replied  : — "  Your 
conduct  astonishes  me.  You  are  infected  with  the 
putrefaction  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Administration." 
This  reckless  Radical  wasevennear  becominga  martyr 
to  the  cause.  One  evening  he  was  at  the  town  of 
Wileika,  and  attended  a  reception  given  by  the 
president  of  the  local  courts  of  justice.  Here  he 
indulged  in  such  "  revolutionary  '  sentiments  that  the 
ispravnik  (local  chief  of  police),  very  much  upset, 
was  going  to  arrest  him,  taking  him  for  a  Nihilist  in 
disguise.  His  host  prevented  this  in  order  to  avoid 
a  scandal. 

Over  to  the  "Black  Hundred." 

With  the  advent  of  the  third  Duma,  however,  a 
remarkable  change  took  place.  A  certain  magistrate 
belonging  to  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People  recom- 
mended M.  Zamyslovsky  to  the  Octobrists  as  a 
candidate  for  the  Duma.  At  the  same  time  a 
powerful  agitation  in  his  favour  was  made  in  the 
ranks  of  the  "  Black  Hundred."  Soon  his  name 
figured  in  the  lists  of  both  parties.  He  also  succeeded 
in  winning  the  support  of  the  Old  Believers,  to 
whom  he  pledged  himself  to  fight  for  liberty  of 
conscience.  Thanks  to  the  350  votes  of  the  latter, 
he  was  elected.  In  the  very  first  session  he  took 
his  seat  by  the  side  of  M.  Purishkevitch.  He  voted 
against  the  liberties  of  the  Old  Believers.  At  Wilna 
the  Octobrists  denounced  him  as  a  traitor  ;  but  in  the 
pogrom  world  he  was  acclaimed  as  a  "  great  man." 

M.  Zamyslovsky's  colleagues  in  the  Wilna  Courts 
left  the  club  on  the  evening  when  the  New  Year 
celebrations  were  to  be  held  in  his  presence;  but  the 
"  Black  Hundred"  carried  him  in  triumph. 

Such  is  the  candidate  for  the  second  curia  in  the 
town  of  Wilna.  And  here  is  his  programme  : — (1) 
The  transformation  of  the  Duma  into  a  purely  con- 
sultative chamber  ;  (2)  the  expulsion  of  the  Jews  from 
the  Army,  in  preparation  for  their  expulsion  from 
Russia  ;  (3)  a  venomous  campaign  against  the  Finns, 
the  Poles,  the  Armenians,  and  so  forth. 


The  Adventists'  community  and  the  first  com- 
munity of  Evangelical  Christians  have  been  broken 
up  by  order  of  the  authorities  at  Odessa. 

The  notorious  monk  Iliodore  is  expected  shortly 
to  be  released  from  confinement  and  restored  to  the 
convent  of  Tsaritsin  as  abbot. 
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THE    ELECTION  CAMPAIGN. 


Huge    Number  of   Clerical  Candidates. 
GENERAL  ALARM. 


In  view  of  the  evident  preponderance  of  the  clergy 
at  thepreliminary  conferences  of  the  small  landowners, 
the  large  landowners  are  beginning  to  feel  alarmed  at 
the  possibility  of  a  similar  state  of  affairs  obtaining 
at  their  own  electoral  conferences,  and  the  landed 
gentry  of  the  Kassimov  district,  in  the  government 
of  Riazan,  have  petitioned  for  the  formation  of  the 
clergy  into  a  separate  curia.  At  the  Octobrist 
Conference  recently  held  at  Kannenburg  the  same 
subject  was  anxiously  discussed. 

That  the  apprehensions  entertained  are  not  ground- 
less is  shown  by  the  political  mobilisation  not  only  of 
the  inferior  clergy  but  even  of  the  superor  hierarchy, 
which  continues  to  supply  candidates  for  the  fourth 
Duma.  Among  the  latest  candidates  we  find  the 
following  prelates  : — 

Archbishop  Eulogius  (Holm),  Archbishop  Michael 
(Grodno),  Archbishop  Stefan  (Kursk),  Archbishop 
Mitrofan  (Mohilev),  Archbishop  Mitrofan  (Pensa), 
Vicarious  Bishop  Kudokimus  (Tula),  Bishop  Basil 
(Tchernigov),  Bishop  Philaret  (Viatka),  Bishop 
Alexis  (Pskov),  Bishop  Mitrofan  (Ekaterinburg), 
Bishop  Joann  (Minsk),  Bishop  Innocent  (town  of 
Kieff),  Bishop  Agapit  (Ekaterinoslav),  Bishop  Aga- 
fangel  (Wilna),  Bishop  Methodius  (Tchita),  Bishop 
Seraphim  (Podolia),  Bishop  Nicodemus  (government 
of  Kieff),  Bishop  Dionisius  (Orenburg),  and  Bishop 
Anatolius  (Odessa). 

223  Clerics  for  the  Fourth  Duma. 

Altogether  the  electoral  bureau  of  the  Holy  Synod, 
organised  within  the  precincts  of  that  ecclesiastical 
institution  by  its  lay  head,  M.  Sabler,  expects  to  get 
as  many  as  twenty-three  Bishops  and  200  priests 
returned  to  the  fourth  Duma.  In  187  districts  (out 
of  about  250)  the  clergy  are  in  a  majoritv  in  the 
curia  of  the  landed  proprietors,  and  in  the  second 
curia  of  the  towns.  The  situation  is  beginning  to 
create  alarm  not  only  among  the  Progressives  but 
also  among  the  Octobrists,  and  even  the  Nationalist 
champion  of  the  Novoc  Vremya,  M.  Menshikoff ,  has 
raised  his  voice  against  this  clerical  invasion. 

It  is  certain  that  the  clergy  who  are  offering 
themselves  for  election  by  no  means  enjoy  the 
sympathies  of  the  population  or  curry  favour  with  it, 
like  the  Centre  in  the  German  Reichstag  or  the 
clerical  deputies  in  Belgium,  who  have  to  fight  their 
opponents  at  the  elections  with  equal  weapons.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  nobody  knows  better  than  the 
prelates  themselves  that  they  stand  no  chance  at  all 
wherever  they  have  to  depend  on  the  support  of  the 
electors.  The  Bishops  practically  confess  this  them- 
selves by  refraining  from  standing  in  the  urban 
constituencies,  where  there  is  always  a  considerable 
number  of  voters,  and  confining  their  candidature  to 
the  curia  of  the  landed  proprietors.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  point  out  that  the  very  classification  of 
the  Bishops  as  landed  proprietors  in  their  capacity  of 
abbots  of  the  episcopal  manors  or  monasteries  is  a 
legal  fiction,  which  is  not  even  supported  by  the  law 
as  it  now  stands. 

The  clerical  deputies  who  threaten  to  form  about 
a  half  of  the  fourth  Duma  will  represent  neither  a 
large  class  in  the  country  nor  the  ideas  and  senti- 
ments of  the  population.  Xor  will  they  represent 
the  best  elements  among  the  clergy  itself,  but  merely 
a  drilled  army  slavishly  obedient  to  its  lay  head,  the 
Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod,  who  will  use  them  as 
the  willing  or  unwilling  tools  for  carrying  out  political 
mana-uvres  which  have  no  connection  whatever  with 
religion  or  humanity. 

A  Ministerial  Conflict. 

According  to  the  Russian  Vcdomosti,  there  has 
been  a  considerable  difference  of  opinion  between 
the  Premier,  M.  Kokovtsoff,  and  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  M.  Makaroff,  on  the  subject  of  the  elections. 
The  Premier  reproached  his  colleague  with  pursuing 
a  too  frankly  reactionary  policy.  He  would  have 
preferred  to  ensure  the  election  to  the  Duma  of  the 
representatives  of  high  commerce  and  of  the  big 
industries,  who  would  be  politically  neutral,  but  of 
whose  support  he  would  have  need  in  view  of  the 
impending  revision  of  the  Commercial  Treaty  with 
( icrmany.  He  also  pointed  out  to  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  the  deplorable  effect  which  the  entry  of 
the  clergy  into  the  Duma  en  masse  would  have  on 
international  public  opinion,  and  particularly  on  the 
credit  of  the  Russian  State.  M.  Makaroff,  it  is  said, 
firmly  defended  his  tactics,  which  were  inspired 
"  from  above."  This  incident,  among  others,  shows 
the  complete  absence  of  Ministerial  union,  even  in  so 
important  an  affair  as  the  elections. 

The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  at  Taganrog 
has  withdrawn  the  permission  previously  granted 
to  the  Progressives  to  hold  an  election  meeting  owing 


proceedings  questions  of  a  "public  and  political 
character." 

Corpses  as  Voters. 

At  Novocherkask,  the  capital  of  the  province  of 
the  Don  Cossacks,  the  authorities  have  not  been 
satisfied  with  entering  on  the  register  900  electors 
who  have  no  claim  to  the  franchise.  They  have  also 
placed  on  the  lists  200  "  electors  "  who  have  been 
resting  in  their  graves  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, and  had  consequently  died  in  happy  ignorance 
of  even  the  possibility  of  such  a  thing  as  an  Imperial 
Duma,  the  very  thought  of  which  was  rank  treason 
at  the  time  of  their  earthly  existence.  It  is,  perhaps, 
hardly  necessary  to  explain  that  while  the  illegitimate 
voters  who  are  still  above  ground  have  been  selected 
with  a  view  of  increasing  the  "Black  Hundred" 
voting  power,  the  franchise  generously  granted  to 
the  dead  men,  without  distinction  of  party,  has 
been  accorded  to  them  at  the  cost  of  the  living 
Progressive  electors,  whose  voting  power  is  diminished 
by  the  corresponding  number  of  the  electors  from  the 
other  world. 


CLERGY   AND  DRUNKENNESS. 
M.    Menshikoff's  Indictment. 

Commenting  on  the  recent  Temperance  Confer- 
ence held  at  Moscow,  M.  Menshikoff  touches  in  the 
Novoc  Vremya  on  the  part  played  by  the  clergy  in 
the  struggle  against  the  evil  of  drunkenness.  He 
writes  : — 

"  The  Metropolitan  Bishop  Vladimir  has  remem- 
bered somewhat  late  in  the  day  the  part  of  the 
Church  in  the  struggle  against  the  evil  demon  of 
drunkenness.  Half,  if  not  three-quarters,  of  the 
clergy  themselves,  especially  in  the  villages,  are  in 
the  clutches  of  that  terrible  vice.  It  is  a  long  time 
since  the  coarse  and  purely  pagan  worship  of  the 
god  of  wine  and  joy  invaded  national  Orthodoxy, 
which  had  become  weakened  by  destitution  and 
ignorance.  The  holy  festivals,  which  were  once  the 
most  pious  days,  have  long  since  become  the  most 
vicious  and  most  criminal  days  in  the  life  of  the 
people.  The  sobering  of  the  people  seems  to  me  to 
be  above  the  present  strength  of  the  Church.  It 
requires  measures  on  the  part  of  the  State  and  of  the 
nation." 

What  Russia  Spends  on  Drink. 

At  the  Temperance  Conference  held  at  Moscow,  to 
which  we  referred  last  week,  it  was  stated  that 
Russia  spends  annually  about  a  milliard  roubles  on 
vodka,  while  the  consequent  diminution  of  the 
working  capacity  of  the  people  and  the  disorganisa- 
tion of  labour  are  responsible  for  a  monetary  loss  of 
at  least  3  milliard  roubles  annually. 

Dr.  Sajiss,  in  the  report  he  presented  to  the  con- 
ference, gave  a  scale  of  the  amount  spent  on  drink  in 
various  countries.  He  pointed  out  that  the  average 
American  workman  only  spends  on  drink  3*6  per 
cent,  of  his  earnings,  the  German  workman  i4-5  per 
cent.,  and  the  Russian  workman  267  percent.  ;  while 
in  some  places,  as  in  the  Government  of  Ekaterino- 
slav, as  much  as  47  per  cent,  of  the  workmen's  earn- 
ings is  spent  on  intoxicants. 


PLAIN   TALK   TO  NATIONALISTS. 


Government  Organ  Denounces 
Proclamations." 


Pogrom 


Writing  in  the  Rossia,  the  organ  of  the  Ministry, 
M.  Syromiatnikoff,  in  an  article  entitled  "The  Past 
and  the  Future,"  plainly  tells  th*  Nationalists  that 
their  ideal  of  a  return  to  the  conditions  prevailing 
under  the  Muscovite  Tsardom  is  just  as  Utopian  as 
that  indulged  by  the  Socialist  dreamers. 

"  The  millennial  process  of  uniting  the  Empire,'' 
he  says,  "  can  be  stopped  neither  by  Socialist  mani- 
festoes nor  by  pogrom  proclamations.  The  ultra- 
Right  propaganda,  with  its  insults  to  non-Russian 
races,  can  only  hinder  the  historical  work  of  Imperial 
unification  which  was  assisted  by  Pushkin,  Lermon- 
toff,  Dostoievsky,  Turgenieff,  and  Mendcleieff.  We 
must  become  developed  individuals,  able  to  fight  for 
our  rights  without  having  recourse  either  to  explo- 
sions or  to  pogroms.  Our  public  life  is  depressed  by 
fear,  which  must  be  driven  out  by  all  possible 
means  and  make  way,  not  for  an  external,  but  for  an 
internal  and  organic  peace.  More  light  is  needed  in 
all  spheres  of  political  life, since  darkness  and  secrecy 
are  the  most  trusty  allies  of  discontent  and  revolu- 
tion. It  is  easy  to  prohibit,  but  prohibitions,  like  a 
dam,  provoke  the  force  of  resistance.  '  Live  and 
let  live  '  is  the  minimum  demand  of  wise  statesman- 
ship; otherwise  it  is  impossible  for  States  with  a 
mixed  population  to  live  and  to  develop  peacefully. 
The  guarantee  of  victory  for  every  nation  is  to  be 
found  in  the  depth  and  breadth  of  its  culture,  which 
cannot  exist  without  regulated  freedom  fixed  by 
permanent  laws.  The  fear  of  liberty  and  public 
Opinion,  which  is  due  to  inability  to  guide  that 
opinion,  lowers  the  culture  and  weakens  the  inter- 
Bdti8D3A  P0SLtiori  °f,a  State." 


A    "  CADET"  MANIFESTO. 

Minister   of    the   Interior   Forbids  its 
Circulation. 

[From  Our  Ow.v  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  September  5TH. 

In  view  of  the  elections  the  Government  has 
increased  its  repressive  severity  towards  the  Press  to 
an  unheard-of  degree,  as  well  as  towards  the  political 
parties  generally  which  are  bold  enough  to  disagree 
with  it. 

The  Constitutional  Democrats  have  made  an 
attempt  to  issue  an  appeal  to  the  electors,  setting 
forth  the  views  of  their  party,  but  its  circulation  was 
prohibited.  The  Cadet  leaders  thereupon  applied 
direct  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  whom  they 
found  to  be  anything  but  accommodating.  At  first 
M.  Makaroff  professed  utter  ignorance  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  party.  The  Cadet  leaders  had  thei  e- 
fore  to  remind  him  of  the  references  made  by 
various  Ministers,  including  himself,  to  the  Coti-titu- 
tional  Democratic  party  in  their  Duma  speeches. 
This  objection  being  thus  removed,  the  Minister 
expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  appeal  being 
confined  to  criticism  of  the  Government  without  in 
any  way  acknowledging  its  merits.  It  was  pointed 
out  to  him  that  this  could  hardly  cause  any  surprise, 
seeing  that  the  appeal  emanated  from  an  Opposition 
party.  M.  Makaroff,  however,  would  not  look  at  it  in 
that  light,  and  the  prohibition  remains  in  force. 

What  the  Appeal  Contained. 

In  order  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  what  is  pro- 
hibited nowadays  in  Russia,  I  quote  the  strongest 
critical  passages  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  appeal. 

"Where,"  it  is  asked,  "are  the  fruits  of  the  five  years' 
work  of  the  third  Duma  ?  What  improvements  and 
alleviations  has  it  secured  to  the  people  r 

"The  great  principles  of  the  Manifesto  of  October 
30th,  1905,  still  remain  unrealised.  Russia  is  being 
governed  by  virtue  of  exceptional  laws,  which  are 
renewed  from  year  to  year  independently  of  the 
Legislature.  Arbitrariness  and  negation  of  rights  are 
even  invading  the  province  of  the  administration  of 
ustice.  The  country  is  still  deprived  of  the  right  of 
free  political  activity.  The  promised  local  self- 
government  is  still  to  come.  The  well-being  of  the 
large  masses  of  the  working  population,  which  forms 
the  foundation  of  the  prosperity  of  the  State,  is  still 
being  sacrificed  to  the  short-sighted  and  selfish  desires 
of  the  social  groups  which,  owing  to  the  electoral 
law  of  June  16th,  1907,  have  obtained  the  mastery 
over  the  Duma.  The  Octobrists  and  the  Right,  who 
turned  the  Duma  into  a  willing  tool  of  the  Govern- 
ment, have  destroyed  their  authority  in  the  eyes  of 
the  people,  while  thev  have  paralysed  their  influence 
in  Government  spheres.  The  decisive  voice  has 
passed  over  to  the  Council  of  State,  which  has 
impeded  or  rejected  the  few  useful  Bills  which  the 
Duma  passed. 

"In  order  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  people 
from  its  position,  aggressive  Nationalism  has  been 
set  in  motion  both  in  internal  and  in  external  politics. 
Hostility  and  antagonism  are  artificially  fomented 
between  the  various  nationalities  inhabiting  Russia, 
thus  weakening  the  State  and  tearing  it  to  pieces.  In 
foreign  politics  our  diplomacy  is  assuming  a  provoca- 
tive tone,  needlessly  irritating  our  friends  and  allies, 
and  is  leading  us,  after  the  failure  of  our  inconsiderate 
demands,  to  humiliating  defeats.  In  the  matter  of 
national  defence  crying  evils  are  manifesting  them- 
selves.   .    .  ." 

The  Constitutional  Democrats  are  thus  compelled 
to  enter  upon  the  electoral  campaign  without  issuing 
any  appeal  to  the  voters. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


The  Examining  Magistrate  has  concluded  his 
investigation  of  the  material  supplied  by  private 
inquiries  into  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky,  and  has 
started  to  draw  up  the  report  which  he  is  to  present 
to  the  Minister  of  Justice  on  the  latter's  return  to  St. 
Petersburg.  According  to  rumours  in  the  Press,  he 
will  report  that  the  data  of  the  private  inquiries 
possess  no  value. 

The  Vechemcyc  Vremya  announces  that  the  Beilis 
case  will  not  be  tried  in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 
Those  who  are  convinced  of  the  innocence  of  Beilis 
entertain  the  hope  that  the  case  will  be  dismissed  alto- 
gether without  the  accused  being  brought  before  a 
Court  at  all.  On  the  other  hand,  says  the  journal, 
they  are  afraid  that,  in  view  of  the  civil  action  by  the 
relatives  of  Yuschinsky,  the  question  as  to  the  proofs 
of  the  fact  of  a  "ritual"  murder  may  be  separated 
from  the  question  as  to  the  guilt  of  Beilis,  since  in 
such  an  event  the  jury  might  declare  the  commission 
of  a  "  ritual "  murder  to  have  been  proved,  while 
acquitting  Beilis  of  its  perpetration. 
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NOTES. 


The  Naval  Mutiny. 

The  accuracy  of  the  report  that  the  crews  of 
the  Black  Sea  Fleet  had  broken  out  in  open 
mutiny  and  bombarded  the  forts  at  Sebastopol 
has  been  semi-ofBcially  denied  in  St.  Petersburg. 
But,  whether  the  events  thus  described  actually 
took  place  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  the  state  of 
affairs  at  Sebastopol  is  extremely  grave  ;  so  much 
may  be  gathered  from  the  tone  of  the  naval 
order  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Marine  on 
Sunday,  in  which  regret  is  expressed  at  the 
necessity  of  declaring  a  state  of  war  at  the 
Black  Sea  port,  and  the  Navy  is  called  upon  to 
"  do  its  duty  towards  the  traitors."  So  far 
according  to  the  Minister  of  Marine,  "  the  con-> 
tagion  has  only  attacked  a  few  ships,"  but 
evidently  the  fears  of  its  development  are  very 
real  in  St.  Petersburg.  Whatever  view  we  may 
take  as  to  the  criminality  of  the  outbreak,  it 
may  at  any  rate  be  said  that  a  naval  mutiny 
ought  never  to  cause  the  Russian  Government 
surprise.  The  crews  of  the  Russian  Fleet 
contain  comparatively  few  men  of  Russian 
nationality,  being  mostly  drawn  from  the 
maritime  provinces,  such  as  Finland  and  the 
Caucasus.  These  districts  are  among  the  worst 
sufferers  from  Russian  oppression,  and  it  is 
therefore  hardly  to  be  expected  that  their 
inhabitants  should  be  influenced  by  any  over- 
powering sentiment  of  loyalty.  Thus,'  in  the 
naval  mutinies  the  Government  is  but  reaping 
what  it  has  sown,  and  it  has  nobody  but  itself  to 
thank  for  the  latest,  and  not  the  least  serious,  of 
its  troubles. 


The  Election  Burlesque. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior,  after  first  affect- 
ing to  be  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  such  a 
political  group  as  the  Corstitutional  Democrats, 
has  placed  his  veto  on  an  electoral  appeal  which 
the  party  sought  to  issue  because  it  was  confined 
to  criticism  of  the  Government's  policy  without 
even  a  casual  mention  of  its  manifold  virtues. 
Such  is  the  thorny  path  which  an  Opposition 
party,  conducted  on  the  most  moderate  and  Con- 
stitutional lines,  is  compelled  to  tread  in  Russia. 
Even  more  outrageous  is  the  incident  reported 
from  Taganrog,  where  an  election  meeting  of  the 
Progressives  was  prohibited  on  the  ground  that 
its  programme  included  "  questions  of  a  public 
and  political  character."  Presumably,  if  Pro- 
gressives are  audacious  enough  to  meet  at  all, 
they  must  only  discuss  sucli  subjects  as  the  crops 
and  the  weather— being  careful,  of  course,  not  to 
attribute  blame  to  the  Government  in  any  of 
these  respects.  Every  day  the  election  burlesque 
grows  more  and  more  riotous,  with  "  new  effects  " 
that  for  sheer  boldness  of  invention  cause  the 
spectator  to  gape  with  astonishment.  Among 
the  latest  additions  to  the  cast,  we  observe,  are 
some  hundreds  of  dead  men,  who  havejbeen  raised 
from  their  graves  to  vote  for  the  Government ; 
at  election  time,  the  authorities  find,  you  can 
always  depend  on  a  corpse  to  do  the  right  thing. 


Words. 

M.  Kokovtsoff  and  his  colleagues  would  do 
well  to  take  to  heart  certain  sentiments  expressed 
in  their  own  organ  by  that  well-known  journa- 
list, M.  Syromiatnikoff.  In  his  article,  which 
discloses  a  breadth  of  view  not  often  to  be  found 
in  Ministerial  publications,  the  writer  deals  out 
equal  blame  to  the  Revolutionaries  and  to  the 
Nationalists  for  their  endeavours  to  impede  the 
process  of  "unifying  the  Empire."  "  '  Live  and 
let  live  '  is  the  minimum  demand  of  wise  states- 
manship," declares  M.  Syromiatnikcff.  A  noble 
doctrine  indeed ;  but,  in  face  of  the  system  of 
persecution  and  repression  which  the  present 
Administration  enforces,  how  ironically  must 
these  words,  issuing  from  such  a  quarter,  sound 
in  the  ears  of  the  Poles,  the  Finns,  the  Jews,  and 
the  other  victims  of  official  fanaticism.  And 
again  :  "  The  guarantee  of  victory  for  every 
nation  is  to  be  found  in  the  depth  and  breadth 
of  its  culture,  which  cannot  exist  without  regu- 
lated freedom  fixed  by  permanent  laws."  What 
answer  have  Russia's  scientists,  literary  men, 
and  journalists  to  make  to  this  ?  W e  should 
like  to  regard  the  article  as  a  symptom  of  the 
Government's  desire  to  institute  a  more  liberal 
regime,  but,  unfortunately,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  indication  of  action  in  accordance  with 
these  high-minded  professions,  whose  enuncia- 
tion is  most  probably  an  electioneering  bait 
designed  to  catch  the  votes  of  moderate  men  for 
Government  candidates. 

"Missionaries  Not  Wanted." 

We  understand  that  the  British  Foreign  Office 
discourages  the  presence  of  British  missionaries 
in  the  Russian  sphere  of  influence  in  Persia.  It 
is  a  little  difficult  to  appreciate  the  motive  under- 
lying this  attitude.  The  value  of  British  mis- 
sionaries in  other  places  where  atrocities  have 
been  committed,  such  as  Pnhimayo,  is  very  fully 
admitted  by  the  Foreign  Office,  and  it  will  be 
remembered  that  it  was  principally  owing  to 
these  servants  of  humanity  that  the  awful  con- 
ditions prevailing  in  the  Congo  were  made  public 
and  reformed.  Had  there  been  a  mission  in 
Tabriz  last  December  we  might  have  been  given 
a  clear  and  unimpeachable  account  of  the  reign 
of  terror  instituted  there  by  the  Russians  and  by 
the  Persian  insurgents  under  their  control.  As 
it  is,  when  such  damning  statements  as  those 
made  by  Professor  Browne,  or  those  lately  pub- 
lished in  the  Manchester  Guardian  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  George  Douglas  Turner,  are  given  cur- 
rency, they  are  met  with  a  great  show  of  unbelief 
in  quarters  where  more  store  is  set  by  the  diplo- 
matic and  obviously  incomplete  reports  of  the 
British  Consul.  In  this  connection  we  may 
mention  that  we  have  been  privileged  to  see 
some  of  the  photographs  in  Mr.  Turner's  posses- 
sion, and  anything  more  repulsive  than  these 
scenes  of  indescribable  butchery,  with  Russian 
soldiers  standing  guard  over  the  mutilated  bodies 
of  their  victims,  it  is  impossible  to  conceive.  The 
installation  of  a  mission  in  Tabriz  might  serve  as 
some  protection  against  a  repetition  of  these 
horrors,  because  the  Russian  officials  would  then 
know  that  the  public  would  not  be  kept  in 
ignorance  of  the  part  played  by  them. 

Illegal  Expulsions. 

It  has  taken  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  some 
time  to  discover  the  absolute  illegality  of  the 
action  of  the  Governor  of  Cherson  in  ordering' 
the  expulsion  of  Jews  who  had  settled  in  the 
province  before  1906,  and  who  are,  or  should  be, 
protected  by  the  circular  on  the  residence  of 
Jews  outside  the  Pale  issued  by  the  late 
M.  Stolypin.  It  has  required  a  vigorous  agita- 
tion and  numerous  petitions  on  the  part  of  the 
Orthodox  Russian  merchants  or  the  district,  who 
complained  of  the  complete  disorganisation  of 
the  grain  trade  caused  by  the  actual  or 
threatened  expulsions  of  their  Jewish  agents  and 
customers,  to  induce  the  Premier  to  curb  the  zeal 


for  persecution  displayed  by  his  nominal  sub- 
ordinate, the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  M. 
Kokovtsoff  affected  to  have  been  taken  by  sur- 
prise at  the  revelations  of  what  was  happening 
in  Cherson  ;  his  surprise,  however,  is  itself  not 
a  little  surprising  in  view  of  the  general  notoriety 
achieved  by  the  Governor's  arbitrary  measures, 
and  is  rendered  even  more  incredible  by  the  fact 
that  the  same  methods  are  not  less  openly  pur- 
sued in  other  provinces.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  Premier,  who  claims  to  be  at  the  head  of  a 
united  Ministry,  and  whose  organ  denies  the 
existence  of  any  differences  in  the  Cabinet,  will 
now  instruct  his  colleague  to  investigate  the 
legality  of  recent  proceedings  in  Nijni,  Podolia, 
Kursk,  Tambov,  and  elsewhere. 


Russian  Officials  and  "  White  Slaves." 

The  solution  of  the  White  Slave  Traffic 
problem,  which  is  causing  civilisation  so  much 
concern,  receives  little  assistance  from  Russian 
officialdom.  A  few  months  ago  we  referred  to  a 
petition  organised  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Kozlov,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the 
local  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police,  who  com- 
bined with  his  official  functions  the  maintenance 
of  a  disorderly  house.  This  week  we  learn  that 
an  even  more  repulsive  charge  is  being  preferred 
against  the  District  Captain  of  Bakhmut,  in 
Ekaterinoslav,  who  is  alleged  to  have  flooded  the 
whole  district  with  dens  of  infamy,  and  by  means 
of  official  terrorism  to  have  established  a  system 
of  forcible  prostitution.  The  details  of  this  case 
are  too  unsavoury  for  us  to  dwell  upon,  but  we 
have  said  enough  to  indicate  that  in  Russia, 
thanks  to  the  licence  that  is  rife  in  the  Govern- 
ment service,  there  is  a  very  wide  field  for  the 
humane  work  of  suppression. 


SUPPRESSION   OF   THE  PRESS. 


Octobrist  Protest. 


At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  St. 
Petersburg  Octobrist  Union  the  chairman,  M.  Lerche, 
declared  that  the  Council  would  have  to  devote  its 
urgent  attention  to  the  present  position  of  the  Press, 
which  the  Government  proposed  to  render  even 
more  unbearable  in  the  future.  He  quoted  several 
striking  instances  of  prohibitions,  conveyed  to  the 
Press  merely  by  a  telephonic  message,  not  to  touch 
this  or  that  question,  and  accompanied  by  threats  of 
suppression  in  case  of  disobedience.  He  protested 
more  especially  against  the  intended  new  regula- 
tions with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  military  ques- 
tions in  the  Press.  These  rules  would  only  render  the 
detection  of  criminal  acts  by  military  officers  more 
difficult,  and  would  promote  favouritism  in  the  Army 
to  an  unparalleled  extent. 

M.  Gutchkoff  stated  that  immediately  on  the 
opening  of  the  fourth  Duma  the  Octobrists  would 
raise  the  question  of  elaborating  a  new  Press  law. 

The  Council  passed  a  unanimous  resolution 
declaring  the  attitude  recently  displayed  by  the 
authorities  towards  the  periodical  Press  to  be  quite 
abnormal.  The  incessant  fines  and  other  repressions 
obstructed  the  work  of  such  an  important  political 
agency  as  the  Press,  and  rendered  it  less  fruitful  of 
results.  National  defence  did  not  concern  the 
Government  alone,  but  the  whole  country,  and  it 
therefore  required  free  criticism  within  the  limits 
imposed  by  military  secrets  and  the  dignity  of  the 
fatherland.  The  resolution  concluded  by  declaring 
the  necessity  of  regulating  the  position  of  the  Press 
by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  and  binding  the  Octo- 
brist candidates  in  the  capital  to  demand  such  a 
measure  immediately  on  the  opening  of  the  Duma. 


The  Moscow  Press  Committee  has  seized  Volume 
XXXVII.  of  the  Historiclteskaya  Biblioteka,  containing 
.the  Life  of  Jesus,  by  Ernest  Renan,  in  regard  to 
which  proceedings  have  been  taken  against  the 
publishers  in  virtue  of  Article  73  of  the  Criminal 
Code. 

The  editor  of  the  weekly  Razsviet  has  been  ordered 
by  the  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  to  pay  a  fine  of  250 
roubles,  or  to  be  imprisoned  for  seven  weeks,  for  the 
publication  of  an  article  entitled  "  The  Residence  of 
Jewish  Artisans  in  the  Villages." 

The  editor  of  the  Birjcvya  Vyedomosti  has  been 
fined  by  the  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  400  roubles, 
with  the  alternative  of  ten  weeks'  imprisonment,  for 
the  publication  of  an  article  entitled  "  Provincial 
Sketches    Contrasts  of  Life  "  -  . 
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POLITICAL    PARTIES    IN  RUSSIA. 


II.*— The  Groups  Constituting  the 
Extreme  Left. 


The  Extreme  Left  comprises  three  political  groups 
— the  Social  Democrats,  the  Social  Revolutionist.;, 
and  the  "  Labourists."  Of  these  the  oldest  is  the 
Social  Democratic  party,  which  was  founded  in  1898. 
Its  programme  is  practically  identical  with  that  of 
the  Social  Democrats  of  Western  Europe,  the  party 
maintaining  that  the  doctrines  of  Karl  Marx  are  as 
applicable  to  conditions  obtaining  in  Russia  as  else- 
where, and  suited  to  agrarian  as  well  as  industrial 
evolution.  The  years  1904-5  furnished  ample  proof 
of  the  revolutionary  spirit  permeating  the  Russian 
peasantry,  and  the  Social  Democrats,  foreseeing  the 
important  tole  that  the  peasants  would  play  in  the 
Revolution,  and  that  victory  was  only  possible  if  the 
industrial  workers  joined  forces  with  the  agricultural 
labourers,  began  a  propaganda  amongst  the  latter 
class  as  well,  and  elaborated  an  agrarian  programme 
which  demanded  the  confiscation  and  "  municipalisa- 
tion  "  of  all  lands  belonging  to  the  great  landowners 
and  to  the  State. 

The  Hecord  of  the  Social  Democrats. 

By  means  of  their  propaganda  and  the  organisation 
of  industrial  strikes  the  Social  Democrats  accjuired  a 
widespread  popularity,  and,  when  the  Revolution 
occurred  in  1905,  it  became  apparent  that  the  work- 
ing classes  of  nearly  all  the  large  towns  in  the 
Empire  were  under  the  influence  of  this  party.  At 
the  moment  of  the  elections  for  the  first  Duma  the 
Social  Democrats  were  awaiting  a  fresh  explosion  of 
the  revolutionary  spirit,  and,  regarding  the  Duma  as 
designed  to  check  this  movement,  they  decided  to 
boycott  it.  Only  a  very  few  Social  Democratic 
groups — principally  in  the  Caucasus — took  part  in 
the  elections,  and  the  first  Duma  contained  only 
seventeen  members  belonging  to  that  party.  In  the 
elections  for  the  second  Duma  the  whole  party  par- 
ticipated, and  won  sixty-five  seats  ;  but  its  members 
soon  drew  upon  themselves  the  wrath  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  second  Duma  speedily  went  the  way 
of  the  first,  the  Social  Democratic  deputies  being 
accused  of  plotting  against  the  Army  and  being 
arrested,  tried,  and  condemned  to  penal  servitude  or 
exiled.  The  changes  in  the  electoral  law  delivered 
the  Duma  into  the  hands  of  the  Reactionaries,  but 
still  the  Social  Democrats  took  part  in  the  elections 
for  the  third  Duma  as  the  only  place  where  the  right 
of  free  speech  existed  in  Russia.  They  won  only 
twenty  seats,  but  their  deputies  made  the  most  of 
their  limited  opportunities  for  the  propaganda  of 
socialistic  doctrines.  At  the  present  moment  the 
Social  Democrats  are  actively  engaged  in  preparing 
for  the  elections  for  the  fourth  Duma,  but  their 
organisation  has  been  destroyed,  many  of  their 
members  are  in  gaol,  and  the  party  is  placed  under 
an  interdict. 

Social  Revolutionists  and  their  Programme. 

The  second  Socialist  group  in  Russia  is  the  Social 
Revolutionary  party,  the  party  of  "  Russian  Social- 
ism." It  also  is  based  on  the  doctrines  of  Karl  Marx, 
but  it  has  adapted  these  doctrines  to  suit  the  special 
conditions  of  the  Russian  peasant  problem.  Its  pro- 
gramme demands  the  confiscation  of  all  the  great 
estates  belonging  to  the  nobility  and  the  Crown,  and 
their  subsequent  "socialisation,"  every  Russian  subject 
being  free  to  preempt  as  much  land  as  lie  can  cultivate 
by  himself,  without  the  assistance  of  paid  workers.  In 
questions  of  tactics  it  is  more  active  and  more  revolu- 
tionary than  the  Social  Democratic  party,  maintaining 
that  a  general  uprising  of  the  masses  is  not  sufficient, 
and  that  this  can  be  assisted  and  stimulated  very 
effectively  by  individual  acts.  In  other  words,  it 
approves  of  political  terrorism.  Until  the  year  1905 
both  the  Social  Revolutionists  and  the  Social  Demo- 
crats were  principally  engaged  in  carrying  on  a 
propaganda  among  the  working  classes  and  the 
peasantry,  and  in  organising  the  revolutionary  move- 
ment which  began  in  this  milieu.  The  Social  Revo- 
tionists  also  waged  war  against  the  representatives 
of  the  autocratic  regime,  the  most  prominent  acts  of 
terrorism  being  the  assassination  of  the  Ministers 
Sipiaguine  and  Plehve,  and  of  the  Grand  Duke 
Sergius.  The  assassins — Balmacheff,  Sasonoff,  and 
Kahaeff — have  become  heroes  in  the  eyes  of  the 
proletariat,  Russian  William  Tells,  whose  names  are 
held  in  reverence. 

Harassed  by  Reactionaries. 

The  Revolution  showed  how  deeply-rooted  was 
the  propaganda  of  the  party.  If  in  the  towns 
only  a  minority  of  the  working  classes  was  under 
its  influence,  in  the  villages  almost  all  the 
peasants  were  its  partisans.  The  "  Peasants'  Union," 
a  revolutionary  organisation  of  peasants  which  exi«ted 
during  the  Revolution  and  numbered  its  members 
by  tens  of  thousands,  acted  according  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  party,  and  the  resolutions  which  the 


*  The  first  article  appeared  in  Ijakkkst  Rr  ssia  of 
August  2 1st. 


peasants  sent  to  the  first  and  second  Dumas  were 
drawn  up  in  the.  spirit  of  the  Social  Revolutionary 
programme.  The  Social  Revolutionists  boycotted 
■  t tie  first  Duma  for  the  same  reasons  that  influenced 
the  Social  Democrats,  but  took  part  in  the  elections 
for  the  second  Duma  and  won  thirty-six  seats.  Both 
numerically  and  qualitatively,  however,  they  proved 
weaker  than  the  Social  Democrats,  a  circumstance 
which  is  easily  accounted  for  owing  to  their  merciless 
persecution  by  the  Reactionaries  as  the  revolutionary 
party  a  ouirance.  Indeed,  at  the  moment  of  the 
elections  all  the  most  prominent  members  of  the 
party  were  under  lock  and  key  or  else  in  exile.  Yet 
the  influence  of  the  Social  Revolutionists  is  con- 
siderable, as  was  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  agrarian 
Bill  based  on  the  programme  of  the  party  was  sup- 
ported by  104  members  of  the  Duma. 

A  Chimerical  Constitution. 

After  the  coup  d'etat  of  June  16th,  1907,  and  the 
promulgation  of  the  new  Electoral  Law,  the  Social 
Revolutionists  decided  to  boycott  the  third  Duma 
for  the  following  reasons  :  They  agreed  with  the 
Social  Democrats  as  to  the  importance  of  the  Duma 
as  a  tribune  for  free  speech,  but  considered  that  while 
their  participation  in  the  elections  could  not  change  the 
reactionary  character  of  the  Duma,  in  the  eyes  of 
Western  Europe  the  Duma  stood  for  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  people,  and  that  while  the  Duma 
could  do  nothing  for  the  people,  it  diverted  them  from 
the  revolutionary  struggle,  filling  them  with  "  consti- 
tutional illusions,"  although  in  Russia  a  Constitution 
is  non-existent.  (The  Social  Democrats  likewise 
believe  that  the  "  Russian  Constitution  "  is  a  chimera.) 
The  party — which,  like  all  the  other  sections  of  the 
Left,  is  a  criminal  organisation  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Russian  Law — has  also  decided  to  boycott  the  fourth 
Duma,  and  will  concentrate  all  its  energies  on  the 
propaganda  of  its  doctrines  and  in  organising  the 
struggle  against  the  autocratic  regime. 

The  Attitude  of  the  "Labourists."' 

The  third  group  constituting  the  Extreme  Left  is 
the  Labour  or  "  Labourist  "  group.  One  can  hardly 
call  them  a  party,  for  they  have  no  organisation  in 
the  country,  and  their  activity  is  chiefly  evident  in 
the  Duma  itself.  Formed  during  the  elections  for 
the  first  Duma,  the  Labourists  are  Republicans  and 
Democrats,  representing  principally  the  interests  of 
peasants  who  do  not  belong  to  any  party,  and  also 
the  urban  democracy.  They  may  be  placed  between 
the  two  Socialist  parties  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
parties  representing  fVie  Radical  middle-classes  on 
the  other  ;  but  they  are  more  in  sympathy  with  the 
former.  The  group  has  no  formal  programme,  but 
its  opinions  and  manifestations  in  the  Duma  were 
strongly  influenced  bv  the  Social  Revolutionists, 
especially  in  the  first  Duma,  where  the  Labourists 
were  the  only  representatives  of  the  Extreme  Left, 
the  Socialist  parties  having  both  boycotted  it,  as 
already  stated.  In  the  first  Duma  the  Labourist 
deputies  numbered  ninety-seven,  and  in  the  second 
101,  but  since  then  the  group  has  played  a  much 
moie  insignificant  part,  for  the  two  Socialist  parties 
appeared  upon  the  scene,  and  the  Labourist  group, 
less  brilliant  and  less  precise,  has  contented  itself 
with  following  the  lead  of  the  others.  The  law  of 
June  16th,  1907,  dealt  the  Labourists  a  severe  blow, 
and  in  the  third  Duma  their  number  had  shrunk  to 
thirteen.  There  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  in 
the  fourth  Duma  their  position  will  be  little  different 
from  what  it  was  in  the  third. 

Such,  briefly,  are  the  three  groups  constituting  the 
Extreme  Left  in  Russian  politics.  The  next  article 
will  deal  with  the  Constitutional  Democrats. 

N.  A. 


LENA   AND  AFTER. 


Echoes  of  the   Miners'  Massacre. 

The  Birjevya  Vyedomoslt  states  that,  owing  to  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  English  Lena  Goldlields  Com- 
pany, M.  Timiria/.eff  is  expected  to  resign  theofficc  of 
director  of  the  Russian  company,  and  his  example 
will  have  to  be  followed  by  several  other  directors 
who  occupy  official  positions. 

According  to  the  same  paper,  in  City  circles  sur- 
prise has  been  expressed  at  the  silence  observed  by 
the  Anglo-Russian  (iazctte,  which  is  a  bilingual 
Russian  organ  circulated  in  London,  on  the  strike 
itself,  as  well  as  on  its  causes  and  consequences  on 
the  Lena  goldlields,  where  an  English  company  holds 
complete  control. 

The  return  journey  of  the  miners'  families  from  the 
Lena  goldfields  to  Irkutsk  has  taken  place  under 
most  insanitary  conditions,  accompanied  by  grave 
infant  mortality,  the  children  dying  from  the  heavy 
and  suffocating  atmosphere  in  the  holds  of  the 
barges.  There  was  not  a  single  qualified  medical 
man  to  attend  to  patients  and  accidents.  Many 
children  and  ten  adult  patients  are  now  lying  ill  at 
the  Emigrants'  Hospital.  On  reaching  Balagansk 
more  than  one  hundred  miners  had  to  sell  their  cloth- 
ing in  the  market  for  a  tenth  part  of  its  value. 


"  ANTI-SEMITIC  POLES 

A  Reply. 

To  thk  Editor  ok  " Darkest  Rurma.* 

Sir, — It  was  with  real  amazement  that  I  read,  in  a 
recent  number  of  Darkest  Ri.ssi  \,  a  contribution 
directed  against  the  Polish  nation.  I  should  there- 
fore feel  very  much  obliged  for  your  permission  to 
refute  some  of  the  inexact  statements  it  contained. 

First  of  all,  it  is  a  contradiction  of  historical  facts 
to  maintain  that  "  in  the  days  when  Poland  wa-.  rtjfl 
an  independent  kingdom  anti-Semitism  was  noto- 
riously rife  among  its  Catholic  inhabitants.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  well  known  that  the  Jews  themselves 
used  to  cail  Roland  their  Paradise,  their  second  Jeru- 
salem, because  they  enjoyed  there  full  civic  rights 
and  an  unlimited  autonomy  ;  and  the  best  proof  of 
this  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  no  other  country 
in  Europe  has  ever  contained  so  large  a  Jewish 
population  as  Poland,  which  has  become  a  real 
asylum  for  all  refugees  persecuted  and  driven  away 
from  other  lands. 

May  I  be  allowed  to  recall  the  high  praises  sung 
quite  recently  in  the  Duma  by  Deputy  Nisselovitch, 
who  glorified  the  privileges  bestowed  on  Jews  in  the 
happy  days  of  Polish  independence-  I  must  further 
remind  your  readers  that,  if  the  Kingdom  of  Poland 
is  the  only  Russian  province  where  Jews  are  not 
excluded  from  civic  rights,  they  owe  it  to  Polish 
traditions,  to  the  equalisation  regime  introduced  in 
1861-2,  when  this  province  was  beneficently  governed 
by  a  Pole,  Count  Wielopolski. 

To  pass  to  the  present  conditions,  I  cannot  deny 
that  there  is  a  strong  increase  of  anti-Semitism, 
stirred  and  disseminated  by  the  nobility  and  the 
clergy  ;  but  what  nation  in  the  world  can  boast  of 
being  free  from  anti-Semitic  elements  ?  There  must 
also  be  taken  into  consideration  the  special  position 
of  a  country  which  is  constantly  threatened  with 
forcible  russification,  supported  to  some  extent  by 
ignorant  masses  of  Jews  who  come  from  the  remotest 
parts  of  the  Empire  and,  flooding  the  whole  pro- 
vince, use  the  Russian  language  and  sympathise  with 
Russian  culture,  thus  injuring  Polish  national  feelings. 
A  considerable  number  of  them  do  not  understand 
the  nation  among  which  the}7  settle,  and  their  atti- 
tude must  be  regarded  as  offensive  and  provoking. 
I  will  confine  myself  to  citing  only  the  deplorable  fact 
that  one  of  the  Jewish  leaders  openly  declared  the 
intention  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  Russian 
bureaucracy  against  the  Poles. 

It  must  further  be  added  that,  until  some  months 
ago,  the  Nationalists  were  at  the  helm  of  the  affairs, 
and,  like  all  Nationalists,  breathed  hatred  against  the 
Jews.  Fortunately  their  end  is  drawing  near,  as  a 
strong  movement  against  them  is  noticeable  among 
the  whole  nation,  and  the  present  electioneering 
campaign  is  inspired  by  a  passionate  desire  to  break 
down  their  power. 

The  large,  indeed  the  largest,  classes  of  popula- 
tion— workmen,  peasants,  intellectuals  (with  the 
exception  of  some  noisy  Reactionaries)  —  have 
nothing  to  do  with  anti-Semitism,  and  the  most 
illustrious  writers  of  the  past  and  present  days — such 
as  Mitskievitch,  Lelevel,  Orreshkova,  Konopnitska, 
Svietokhovski,  Zeromski,  &c. — emphatically  proclaim 
the  human  rights  of  the  Jews,  waging  war  upon 
anti-Semitic  prejudices. 

As  to  the  affair  of  M.  Graff,  I  confess  I  am  not 
particularly  well  acquainted  with  it,  although  I  read 
many  Polish  newspapers ;  from  this  I  venture  to 
conclude  that  "  the  white,  the  red,  and  the  yellow 
Polish  papers,"  alleged  to  have  commented  with  joy 
on  the  judgment  of  the  "court  of  honour,"  cannot 
have  been  so  largely  represented  as  "Observer" 
likes  to  imagine.  Moreover,  I  think  it  is  rather 
dangerous  to  judge  in  a  light-hearted  manner  of  a 
whole  nation  from  a  single  or  even  a  few  mean  acts 
committed  by  the  exclusive  and  reactionary  nobility. 

The  reproach  levelled  against  the  Poles  in  Galicia, 
regarding  their  "  intemperate  attitude  "  towards  the 
Ruthenians,  touches  a  subject  requiring  too  much 
explanation  to  be  discussed  here.  But  Galicia,  where 
Poles  enjoy  most  political  liberty,  should  afford  a 
striking  proof  that  anti-Semitism  is  hardly  to  be 
included  in  the  register  of  their  national  sins.  Jews 
possess  here  equal  citizen  rights,  are  not  subjected  to 
any  restrictions,  occupy  high  posts  in  all  spheres  of 
social  life,  and  in  both  capitals  (Lemberg  and  Cracow) 
are  appointed  deputy  lord  mayors. 

Last,  but  not  least,  we  must  always  remember  that 
both  Poles  and  Jews  have  one  common  enemy — the 
Russian  Government.  They  ought  to  unite  their 
forces  against  it,  instead  of  wasting  them  in  mutual 
quarrels,  thus  facilitating  the  game  of  their  oppres- 
sors, who  are  only  watching  for  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity, fully  appreciating  the  principle  :  Divide  et 
impera. — Yours  obediently, 

F. 

Cracow.   

Two  warders  are  being  tried  before  the  High 
Court  at  Wilna  for  having  tortured  to  death  a  convict 
named  Litokevich  at  the  prison  of  Novogrudsk. 
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ON    THE     EVE    OF  THE 
ELECTIONS. 


Next  Monday  the  elections  for  the  fourth 
Duma  begin,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  results 
of  the  campaign  which  has  been  waged  during  the 
past  two  months  will  become  painfully  visible. 
In  no  quarter  can  there  possibly  be  any  doubt 
as  to  the  general  issue  of  the  elections.  Pos- 
sibly in  one  or  two  localities  the  Opposition 
may  spring  a  surprise  on  the  Government  ;  but 
beyond  this  the  final  declaration  of  the  strength 
of  the  various  parties  will  not  cause  any  disap- 
pointment. As  far  as  human  foresight  and  pre- 
paration could  go,  everything  has  been  arranged 
and  ensured  in  advance,  with  the  inevitable 
result  that  in  the  fourth  Duma,  as  in  the  third, 
Reaction  will  be  in  a  triumphant  and  over- 
whelming majority.  If  the  assembly  that  is 
about  to  be  elected  differs  at  all  from  its  prede- 
cessor, the  distinction  will  be  mainly  in  the  great 
influx  of  the  clerical  element  (swelling,  of  course, 
the  ranks  of  the  Right),  and  in  the  completed 
evolution  of  the  Octobrists  as  an  essential  part 
of  the  "  Black  Hundred  "  force.  Except  for  a 
small,  helpless  minority  of  Progressive  deputies, 
the  Russian  Empire  will  thus  be  "  represented  " 
in  the  Duma  by  men  who,  from  various  motives 
of  self-interest,  are  pledged  to  support  a  policy 
of  oppression  and  repression,  of  religious  intoler- 
ance and  of  race  hatred,  of  brutal  misgovern- 
ment  both  at  home  and  abroad,  of  grinding  the 
face  of  the  people,  denying  them  the  basic  prin- 
ciples of  liberty,  and  penalising  all  efforts  at 
their  moral,  intellectual,  and  material  advance- 
ment. These  are  strong  words  ;  but  unhappily 
they  do  not  lie  open  to  a  charge  of  exag- 
geration. 

By  what  process  has  the  prospect  of  such  a 
Duma  been  secured  ?  In  the  first  place,  of 
course,  there  was  the  violent  and  illegal  over- 
throw of  the  Constitution  which  was  effected  five 
years  ago  by  M.  Stolypin,  and  which  gave  an 
overwhelming  increase  to  the  voting  power  of 
the  landowning  classes  at  the  expense  of  the 
popular  franchise.  That  of  itself  was  sufficient 
to  guarantee,  for  as  long  as  the  new  electoral  law 
remained  in  force,  the  election  of  a  "  workable  " 
Duma.  But,  feax'ing  perhaps  that  even  a  crippled 
opponent  might  menace  its  safety,  the  Govern- 
ment has  taken  every  mean  and  illegal  advan- 
tage which  could  suggest  itself  as  a  means  of 
still  further  weakening  the  Opposition.  The 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  been  formed  into 
an  electioneering  bureau,  and  under  its  direc- 
tion conferences  of  the  "  Black  Hundred" 
managers  have  been  held  and  detailed  instruc- 
tions issued  to  the  Governors  of  the  various 
provinces.  The  fruit  of  these  deliberations 
and  these  instructions  has  been  made  visible 
from  week  to  week  in  our  columns.  We  have 
given  striking  examples  of  the  manner  in 
which  Opposition  meetings  have  been  prohibited 
or  broken  up  by  the  police  on  the  ground  that 
the  public  discussion  of  political  questions  is 
unlawful ;  while  at  the  same  time  the  supporters 
of  the  Right  have  been  allowed  the  fullest  scope 
in  the  matter  of  organisation,  and  have  even  had 
the  pulpit  of  the  Orthodox  Church  placed  at  their 
disposal  for  the  propagation  of  their  political 
faith.  Among  the  Progressives  all  party  co- 
operation has  been  rendered  impossible  ;  a  week 


or  two  ago  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  himself 
vetoed  the  circulation  of  an  appeal  to  the  electors 
by  the  Constitutional  Democrats,  the  most 
moderate  party  in  the  whole  Empire.  The 
cowardly  weapon  of  intimidation  has  been  freely 
used,  the  Jews  in  particular  having  been  openly 
warned  that  it  will  go  ill  with  them  if  they 
support  Opposition  candidates.  The  electoral 
rights  of  the  people,  such  as  they  are,  have 
been  tampered  with  in  a  most  amazing  and 
shameless  fashion.  By  means  of  Senatorial  and 
Ministerial  "  explanations "  and  "  interpreta- 
tions "  the  franchise  law  has  been  mutilated  out 
of  all  recognition ;  in  this  way,  for  instance,  75 
per  cent,  of  the  Jews  living  outside  the  Pale  of 
Settlement  have  been  illegally  deprived  of  their 
votes.  In  making  up  the  lists  of  electors  the 
local  police  have  been  allowed  their  own  way 
without  any  hindrance.  They  have  refused 
certificates  of  residence  to  thousands  of  Progres- 
sive citizens  who  possessed  every  electoral  quali- 
fication, and  employed  other  methods  of 
disfranchisement  on  the  most  trivial  and  prepos- 
terous of  pretexts ;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  them  in  this  work  lists  of  readers  of 
Progressive  newspapers  have  been  circulated  by 
Ministerial  order.  While  the  registers  have  been 
thus  "  purified,"  they  have  been  reinforced  by 
the  names  of  hundreds  of  dead  men,  for  whom, 
of  course,  the  officials^Mll  act  as  proxy  at  the 
polls.  By  way  of  variation  a  number  of  incon- 
venient candidates  and  electors  have  been  placed 
hors  ile  combat  by  being  prosecuted  on  trumped- 
up  charges,  which  will  be  held  over  their  heads 
until  the  elections  are  over  and  then  discarded. 

Such  are  a  few  of  the  electioneering  manoeuvres 
which  the  Government  and  its  supporters  have 
carried  out.  Small  wonder  that  a  large  number 
of  citizens  have  lost  all  interest  in  the  elections, 
and  have  not  even  troubled  to  have  their  names 
enrolled  on  the  voting  registers.  What  can 
civilisation  say  or  think  of  this  hollow  mockery 
of  a  legislative  assembly  ?  The  campaign  by 
which  the  election  of  the  fourth  Duma  has  been 
attended  is  of  a  character  for  which  no  other 
country  in  the  world  offers  a  parallel.  Any  one 
who  now  affects  to  regard  Russia  as  a  Constitu- 
tional country  betrays  either  a  gross  ignorance  of 
Russian  affairs  or  the  possession  of  motives  for 
the  furtherance  of  which  wilful  blindness  is  a 
necessity.  We,  at  any  rate,  have  done  our  best 
to  paint  the  position  in  its  true  colours,  and  those 
whom  we  have  failed  to  convince  are  beyond  the 
reach  of  arguments  based  upon  facts. 


POLLING  ARRANGEMENTS. 


MORE    PRISONS  WANTED. 


The  Chief  Prisons  Administration  has  just  pre- 
pared its  Budget  for  1913,  and  the  Minister  of 
Justice  is  to  present  it  to  the  fourth  Duma,  accom- 
panied by  explanations,  the  gist  of  which  has  been 
published  in  the  Russkia  Vedomosti.  The  Russian 
prisons  contain  190,000  condemned  persons,  of  whom 
120,000  have  been  sentenced  for  political  offences. 
The  number  of  convicts  imprisoned  in  the  hulks  is 
31,629.  In  1907  the  prison  population  amounted  to 
138,500,  the  figures  for  the  four  following  years  being 
171,219,  175,007,  177,864,  and  178,700. 

This  enormous  increase  necessitates  the  construc- 
tion of  new  prisons.  The  Minister  of  Justice  will 
declare  his  intention  of  building  eighteen  of  them  in 
1913,  for  which  a  sum  of  nine  million  roubles  will  be 
required.  The  new  prisons  will  be  built  at  Sebas- 
topol,  Moscow,  Novorossisk,  Voronej,  Wilna,  and 
elsewhere. 


Duma  Elections  to  Begin  Next  Monday. 


PARTIES   AND  PROGRAMMES. 


An  Imperial  Ukase,  issued  from  Moscow  on  the 
nth  inst.,  directs  that  the  elections  for  the  fourth 
Duma  are  to  begin  on  Monday  next,  the  23rd.  The 
new  assembly  is  to  meet  on  November  26th. 

There  are  442  deputies  to  be  elected.  The  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  distribution  of  seats  in  the  last 
Duma  : — 

Extreme  Right   49 

Nationalists   90 

Octobrists   153 

Constitutional  Democrats   54 

Progressives  and  "  Peaceful  Regenerators"  39 

Social  Democrats    20 

Labourists  and  Peasants    13 

Poles,  Mussulmans,  &c   24 

Thus  the  Ministerial  forces  in  the  third  Duma 
were  twice  as  numerous  as  those  of  the  Opposition. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  various 
party  programmes  and  characteristics  : — 

Extreme  Right. — Violently  opposed  to  all  Con- 
stitutional government.  Wish  to  revert  to  the  old 
days  of  Absolutism,  and  to  convert  the  Duma  into  a 
merely  consultative  body,  which  may  be  ignored  at 
will.  Pillars  of  the  Orthodox  Church  and  organisers 
of  pogroms.  Founders  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian 
People  and  Archangel  Michael  Union,  through  whose 
agency  many  political  murders  have  been  committed. 
Leaders  in  the  Duma  :  MM.  Markoff,  Purishkevitch, 
Zamyslovsky,  Count  A.  Bobrinsky. 

Nationalists. — "  Russia  for  the  Russians."  Favour 
persecution  and  repression  of  all  non- Russian 
nationalities,  such  as  the  Poles,  Finns,  Jews,  Cauca- 
sians, &c.  Demand  "  nationalisation  of  credit,"  by 
which  Russian  commerce  would  practically  be  con- 
fined to  those  of  Russian  origin.  Preach  a 
Chauvinistic  foreign  policy.  Desire  to  annex  Galicia 
to  the  Russian  Empire.  Leaders  :  Count  V.  Bobrinsky, 
M.  Balashoff. 

Octobrists. — Originally  formed  to  uphold  the 
Manifesto  of  October  30th,  1905,  and  the  Constitu- 
tion, quickly  degenerated  into  a  wing  of  the  Reac- 
tionary parcy,  and  slavishly  support  the  Government 
on  almost  every  question.  No  c  nstructive  policy. 
Leader  :  M.  Gutchkoff. 

Constitutional  Democrats. — Demand  complete 
equality  for  all  citizens,  liberty  of  conscience,  free 
speech  and  a  free  Press,  Constitutional  government 
with  Ministerial  responsibility,  and  a  rigorous  observ- 
ance of  Parliamentary  forms.  Advocate  Finnish  and 
Polish  autonomy,  provincial  self-government,  peasant 
ownership,  social  reform,  progressive  income-tax, 
&c.  Intellectually  the  most  distinguished  partv  in 
Russia.    Leaders  :  Prof.  Miliukoff,  M.  Roditcheff. 

Social  Democrats. — General  Socialist  programme, 
including  confiscation  and  municipalisation  of  all 
lands  belonging  to  the  great  landowners  and  to  the 
State.  Many  of  their  former  deputies  in  gaol  as 
political  offenders.    Leader  :  M.  Gueguechkori. 

Social  Revolutionists. — Add  to  the  programme 
of  the  Social  Democrats  the  organisation  of  Revo- 
lutionary movements,  emphasised  at  need  by  acts  of 
terrorism.  Regard  the  Duma  as  a  "  Constitutional 
illusion,"  designed  to  divert  the  masses  from  the 
Revolutionary  struggle.  Carry  on  campaign  among 
the  electors,  but  offer  no  candidates  themselves. 

Since  Article  68  of  the  Election  Regulations  issued 
in  1907  requires  the  publication  of  the  lists  of  electors 
to  precede  the  election  by  at  least  four  weeks,  the 
Rdcli  concludes  that  the  date  fixed  by  the  Ukase  for 
the  opening  of  the  polls  only  refers  to  the  initial 
stage,  because  in  many  places  these  lists  have  not  yet 
been  published.  The  initial  stage,  which  consists  in 
the  election  of  representatives  by  the  cantons,  does 
not  require  any  electoral  lists.  According  to  this,  the 
electoral  conferences  could  not  begin  before  the 
middle  of  October.  Whether,  however,  the  Govern- 
ment will  observe  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  this 
respect  remains  to  be  seen.  The  electoral  system  of 
Russia  has  already  been  explained  in  this  journal  in 
articles  published  on  June  5th,  July  31st,  August  7th, 
and  August  14th. 
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POLITICAL  PARTIES  IN  RUSSIA. 


III.*— The    Constitutional  Democrats. 

The  largest  and  most  influential  section  of  the  Left 
is  the  "  Party  of  the  People's  Liberty,"  otherwise 
called  the  Constitutional  Democratic  Party,  or  Cadets. 
This  party  was  founded  at  the  first  Congress,  held  in 
October,  1905 — i.e.,  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
Revolutionary  movement  took  overt  action,  during  the 
general  political  strike  which  compelled  the  Govern- 
ment to  issue  the  Manifesto  of  October  30th.  The 
social  organisations  and  groups  which  formed  the 
basis  of  this  party  had,  however,  existed  for  some 
time  previously.  There  were  two  groups  especially 
which  organised  the  Congress  of  the  future  party — 
"The  Union  of  Freedom"  and  the  "  Union  of  Pro- 
vincial Constitutionalists" — and  these  had  been  in 
existence  since  1903.  The  former  represented  chiefly 
the  "  intellectuals  " — i.e.,  professors,  doctors,  men  of 
letters,  lawyers,  engineers,  and  other  members  of  the 
liberal  professions,  with  a  sprinkling  of  tradespeople, 
while  the  latter  embraced  the  Liberal  elements  of 
the  provinces. 

An  All-Embracing  Programme. 

The  Congress  of  1905  elaborated  the  Constitutional 
Democratic  programme,  which,  for  a  non-Socialist 
party,  is  somewhat  ample  in  scope.  In  the  field  of 
politics  it  demands  the  complete  equality  before  the 
law  of  all  citizens,  irrespective  of  sex  or  nationality, 
as  well  as  liberty  of  conscience,  of  speech,  of  the 
Press,  &c,  and  a  Parliamentary  system  with  a 
Ministry  responsible  to  a  Chamber  elected  on  a  basis 
of  universal  suffrage.  Further,  the  party  insists  on 
autonomy  for  Poland,  the  integrity  of  the  constitu- 
tional laws  of  Finland,  and  a  considerable  degree  of 
self-government  for  the  provinces.  In  the  domain 
of  political  finance  the  party  demands  a  development 
of  the  system  of  direct  taxation,  a  progressive 
income-tax,  &c.  In  agrarian  matters  the  Cadets 
deem  it  essential  to  increase  the  extent  of  land  in 
peasant  ownership,  and  to  achieve  this  end  they 
recommend  the  confiscation  of  land  belonging  to 
the  State,  the  Church,  and  the  Imperial  family,  and 
the  expropriation,  with  indemnity,  of  the  necessary 
lands  from  private  owners.  As  regards  legislation 
for  the  working-classes,  the  party  proclaims  the 
liberty  to  organise,  the  right  to  strike,  an  extensive 
development  of  the  principle  of  insurance,  and  the 
immediate  introduction  of  an  eight  hours'  day 
wherever  the  technical  conditions  render  this 
possible. 

The  Cadets'  Part  in  the  Three  Dumas. 

The  elections  for  the  first  Duma  were  a  signal 
victory  for  the  Constitutional  Democrats,  no  fewer 
than  161  of  their  candidates  being  successful,  and  a 
member  of  the  party,  Sergius  Muromtseff,  being 
elected  President.  In  the  second  Duma  the  Cadets 
were  numerically  weaker,  both  because  th^  parties 
of  the  Extreme  Left  took  part  in  the  elections  and 
al-;o  on  account  of  the  loss  of  a  certain  amount  of 
prestige.  Notwithstanding  this,  however,  even  in 
the  second  Duma  the  "  Party  of  the  People's  Liberty  " 
continued  to  lead  the  Opposition,  and  a  Constitu- 
tional Cadet,  M.  Golovin,  was  again  chosen  as 
President.  To  the  third  Duma,  on  account  of  the  coup 
d'etat  of  June  16th,  1907,  the  party  was  only  able  to 
send  fifty-four  representative.;,  and  its  role  was  essen- 
tially different,  the  third  Duma  having  a  Reactionary 
majority.  Still  the  party  has  made  itself  felt  to  some 
purpose,  for  it  combines  most  of  the  eminent  per- 
sonalities in  the  social  world,  and  has  thus  always 
abounded  in  brilliant  orators,  persons  of  culture,  and 
specialists  in  every  branch  of  knowledge. 

Too  Parliamentary  to  Please. 

In  spite,  however,  of  its  majority  in  the  first  and 
second  Dumas,  and  in  spite  of  its  undeniable  intel- 
lectual powers,  the  Constitutional  Democratic  party 
has  never  figured  as  a  living,  creative  force,  the 
chief  reason  being  that  it  appealed  to  no  section  of 
->ociety  in  particular,  being  too  advanced  for  the 
moneyed  classes  and  too  moderate  for  the  working 
classes.  True,  the  party  embraced  a  group  of  Liberal 
landed  proprietors,  but  this  group  represented  a 
minority  both  in  the  party  and  in  the  class  to  which 
it  belonged.  Then,  too,  in  times  of  revolution  the 
moderate  party  never  pleases  any  side,  the  real  pro- 
tagonists being  necessarily  the  reactionary  and  the 
revolutionary  parties.  The  Constitutional  Democrats 
are  essentially  the  Parliamentary  party,  and  they  are 
prone  to  forget  that  in  Russia,  according  to  the  mot 
of  M.  Kokovtsoff,  "  Parliamentary  government,  thank 
God,  docs  not  exist,"  and  that  the  Duma,  which 
was  first  granted  as  a  concession  to  the  revolutionary 
masses,  hasbecome,  since  the  victory  of  the  Reaction, 
a  mere  tool  in  the  hands  of  their  former  masters.  On 
this  account  the  "loyalty"  of  the  Cadets  provokes 
the  persiflage  both  of  the  Reactionaries,  who  continue 
their  methods  of  violence,  and  of  the  Revolutionists, 


•Previous  articles  appeared  in  Dankest  Ri  ssia  on 
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who  are  organising  the  people  for  an  active  struggle 
for  freedom.  The  liberal  declarations  of  the  Con- 
Stitutional  Democrats  in  the  Duma  are  quietly  ignored 
by  the  Government,  which  knows  its  strength.  "The 
executive  power  must  give  way  to  the  legislative 
power,"  solemnly  declared  the  Constitutional  Demo- 
crat Nabokoff  to  the  first  Duma,  but  the  Govern- 
ment, in  response  to  this  and  similar  pronouncements, 
dissolved  the  first  and  the  second  Dumas,  and  even 
changed  the  Electoral  Fundamental  Law  by  the  coup 
d'itat  of  June  16th.  Hence,  with  its  Parliamentary 
methods  in  a  country  where  Parliamentarism  is 
ambiguous  and  illusory,  the  Constitutional  Demo- 
cratic party  is  to  a  great  extent  politically  sterile. 

"Peaceful  Regenerators"  and  Progressives. 

Among  the  other  Liberal  groups  brief  mention  may 
be  made  of  two — the  "  Party  of  Peaceful  Regenera- 
tion "  and  the  Progressives.  The  former,  led  by 
the  ltte  Count  Heiden,  was  founded  in  the  first 
Duma.  It  is  more  moderate  in  tone  than  the  Con- 
stitutional Democrats,  has  never  attracted  much 
attention  in  the  country,  and  is  now  on  the  wane. 
The  number  of  its  representatives  in  each  Duma  did 
not  exceed  twenty,  and  on  most  occasions  they  voted 
with  the  Constitutional  Democrats.  The  Progressive 
group  is  now  in  process  of  formation.  The 
leaders  of  this  new  group  — MM.  Epremoff,  Lvoff, 
Kovalkosky,  and  Struve — aim  at  a  combination  of 
the  more  moderate  Constitutional  Democrats,  the 
Octobrists  of  the  Left,  and  the  mass  of  Liberals  who 
belong  to  no  party.  The  Progressives  have  not  yet 
elaborated  a  programme,  and,  indeed,  their  position 
has  a  certain  vagueness,  but  they  believe  that  this 
very  quality  will  appeal  to  the  amorphous  mass  of  the 
electors  as  well  as  to  many  Liberals. 

The  Polish  and  Mohammedan  Sections. 

To  the  groups  forming  the  Left  one  must  also  add 
the  national  groups  in  the  Duma — the  "Polish  Kolo" 
and  the  "  Mussulman  group."  The  former  had  about 
fifty  members  in  the  first  Duma,  forty-six  in  the 
second,  and  eleven  in  the  third.  Its  programme  is 
much  more  moderate  than  that  of  the  Constitutional 
Democrats,  but  on  account  of  the  aggressive  policy 
of  the  Russian  Government  in  Poland  and  the 
struggle  for  national  autonomy  this  party  generally 
votes  with  the  Opposition.  The  second  group  had 
twenty  representatives  in  the  first  Duma,  twenty- 
eight  in  the  second,  and  eight  in  the  third.  Its  pro- 
gramme generally  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Democrats. 

Such,  then,  are  the  parties  constituting  the  Left  in 
the  Duma  and  in  the  couf'xy  itself.  The  next,  and 
last,  article  will  deal  with  the  parties  of  the  Right. 

N.  A. 


THE   NIJNI  FAIR. 

Famine  and  Nationalist  Interference 
Cause  its  Failure. 

The  famous  Nijni  fair,  which  has  now  concluded, 
is  officially  admitted  to  have  turned  out  a  failure. 
The  Retell  attributes  it  in  the  first  place  to  the  ruinous 
effects  of  two  famines,  while  even  this  year's  crops 
have  proved  less  abundant  than  was  originally 
expected,  and  could  not  restore  the  normal  pur- 
chasing capacity  of  the  rural  population. 

Apart  from  this  fundamental  cause,  accessory 
reasons  were  not  wanting.  The  most  striking 
feature  of  the  fair  was  the  absence  of  Persian  mer- 
chants, which  was  due  parly  to  the  disturbed 
condition  of  their  country,  and  partly  to  the  boycott 
declared  in  Persia  against  Russia  after  the  latter's 
invasion  of  Persian  territory. 

Among  the  contributory  reasons  for  the  failure  of 
the  fair  the  Retch  also  mentions  Governor  Khvostoff's 
treatment  of  the  fair  merchants  generally  and  of 
Jewish  merchants  in  particular,  from  whom  exces- 
sive sacrifices  were  exacted  for  the  privilege  of  being 
allowed  to  trade  in  M.  Khvostoff's  satrapy. 

The  losses  caused  by  this  interference  will,  if  the 
same  measures  are  adopted,  become  still  heavier 
next  vear. 


PEASANTS   AND   THE  LAND. 


According  to  the  Colos  Moskvy,  "  alarming 
rumours  "  are  current  among  the  peasants  in  connec- 
tion with  the  centenary  of  the  invasion  of  Russia  by 
Napoleon's  army.  "  At  the  fairs,  at  the  public 
markets,  and  in  the  taverns,"  says  the  Octobrist 
organ,  "the  peasants  are  talking  of  the  additional 
allotments  they  are  going  to  receive  this  year  at  the 
expense  of  the  landed  gentry.  They  expect  to  obtain 
full  ownership  of  all  the  land  of  the  pomechichiks 
(squires),  to  whom  the  Government  will  only  leave 
their  houses  and  their  parks.  There  is  also  a  strong 
agitation  in  the  villages  for  setting  fire  to  these 
houses  and  parks  in  order  to  precipitate  the  depar- 
ture of  the  landowners." 

The  Russkoc  Bogatstvo,  commenting  on  the  report, 
says  that  this  attitude  of  the  peasants  is  so  determined 
that  "it  will  be  impossible  to  eradicate  it  for  some 
considerable  time." 


THE    ELECTION  CAMPAIGN. 

Subjects  which  Voters  May  Not  Discuss. 

In  reply  to  inquiries  from  the  local  authorities,  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  issued  for  their  guidance 
instructions  with  regard  to  what  they  may  and  may 
not  allow  at  election  meetings.  The  Ministry  admits 
that,  in  virtue  of  frequent  interpretations  of  the 
Senate,  the  electors  are  entitled  to  discuss  at  their 
meetings  the  desirability  of  getting  matters  of  local 
importance  passed  through  the  Duma  by  electing 
representatives  pledged  to  look  after  their  interests. 
It  is  pointed  out,  however,  that  this  permission  must 
not  be  construed  as  a  right  to  discuss  any  questions 
whose  solution  constitutes  the  sole  privilege  of  the 
legislative  bodies,  since  otherwise  the  meeting-  of 
electors  would  deprive  the  Imperial  Duma  and  the 
Council  of  State  in  advance  of  their  sole  prerogative 
of  initiating  legislation. 

The  Ministry  therefore  instructs  the  authorities  not 
to  allow  any  discussions  on  the  electoral  law  or  pro- 
cedure, on  the  alteration  of  any  other  law,  or  on  the 
Council  of  State  and  similar  questions.  At  the  first 
attempt  to  raise  such  questions  a  warning  must  be 
given,  and  when  the  offence  is  repeated  the  meeting 
must  be  closed. 

The  Governors  are,  moreover,  instructed  to  warn 
the  electors  that  they  must  not  touch  on  any  ques- 
tions relating  to  national  defence,  the  distribution  of 
the  military  and  naval  forces,  the  activity  of  the 
police  authorities,  &c.  Tne  meeting  has  also  to  be 
warned  that  no  attacks  on  the  heads  of  the  various 
departments  will  be  allowed. 

The  Electoral  Commission  of  the  Kotelnich  district, 
in  the  government  of  Vyatka,  has  struck  off  the 
register  190  ecclesiastics  whose  names  had  been 
illegally  entered. 

"  Cooking  "  the  Registers . 
Two  hundred  dead  persons  have  been  entered  on 
the  register  of  electors  for  the  city  of  Kharkov. 

At  the  instance  of  an  agent  of  the  Union  of  the 
Russian  People,  the  Electoral  District  Commission  for 
the  Homel  district  has  entered  on  the  electoral  lists 
the  names  of  759  tenants  of  flats  who  have  not  paid 
the  residential  tax. 

Three  hundred  franchise  claims  as  tenants  of  flats 
presented  by  the  Nationalists  at  Kiev  and  attested  by 
the  police  have  turned  out  to  be  fictitious. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  authorised 
Governors  of  provinces  to  prohibit  the  holding  of 
election  meetings  when  they  are  calculated  to  inter- 
fere with  either  the  employment  or  the  rest  of  trie 
workmen.  The  Minister,  however,  gives  no  indica- 
tion to  the  Governors  how  they  are  to  determine 
the  proper  time  and  duration  of  the  intervals  between 
the  workmen's  labour  and  their  rest. 

The  first  meeting  of  Jewish  electors  at  Lodz, 
Poland,  was  broken  up  by  the  police. 

The  Holy  Synod  has  ordered  the  Bishops  to 
instruct  all  the  priests,  through  their  vicars,  to  carry 
on  an  energetic  campaign  among  their  parishioners 
in  favour  of  the  candidates  supported  by  the  clergy. 
Premier  and  Synod  Candidatas. 
According  to  the  Golos  Moskvy,  M.  Kokovtsoff  is 
incensed  with  the  Holy  Synod  on  account  of  the 
election  circular  it  sent  out  to  the  Bishops,  of  whose 
publication  the  Council  of  Ministers  had  disapproved. 
The  Premier  told  M.  Sabler,  the  Procurator  of  the 
Holy  Synod,  that  the  Government  did  not  desire  a 
large  number  of  clerical  deputies,  and  if  its  wishes 
were  disregarded  the  Duma  would  have  to  be  dis- 
solved in  a  few  months.  As  a  result  of  this  intima- 
tion, the  Synod  has  sent  out  a  new  circular  to  the 
Bishops,  advising  greater  caution,  but  this  exhortation 
is  being  ignored  by  the  clergy.  The  Premier  has 
therefore  requested  the  Synod  once  more  to  see  that 
there  are  not  too  many  priests  returned  to  the  Duma. 

In  all  the  districts  of  the  government  of  Minsk 
the  clergy  have  passed  resolutions  declaring  their 
solidarity  with  the  Right  and  the  Nationalists. 

At  the  demand  of  the  Governor  of  Kovno,  Advocate 
Grusenberg,  who  is  the  candidate  of  the  Progressives 
for  the  fourth  Duma,  has  been  struck  off  the  register, 
in  spite  of  his  possession  of  real  property  in  that  town. 

The  Governor  of  Orenburg  has  informed  the 
editor  of  the  Orenburgski  Kray  that  he  cannot  allow 
him  to  use  his  paper  for  supporting  Progressive 
candidates  for  the  Duma.  The  Octobrists  have  not 
been  placed  under  the  same  ban,  and  they  have 
accordingly  been  able  to  declare  their  candidates. 


MARTIAL   LAW    AT  KRONSTADT. 

The  Government  is  considering  the  necessity  of 
withdrawing  the  "  state  of  war"  recently  proclaimed 
at  Kronstadt  owing  to  the  injury  caused  to  the  trade 
of  that  port,  apart  from  the  inconvenience  to  the 
inhabitants.  It  imposes,  moreover,  a  heavy  charge 
on  the  Treasury,  as  it  involves  the  payment  of  double 
salaries  to  the  entire  staff  of  the  fortress. 

The  value  and  reality  of  Russia's  so  called  Con- 
stitutional rigime  may  be  tested  by  the  fact  that  the 
proclamation  of  martial  law  at  Kronstadt  came  as  a 
surprise  both  to  the  Minister  of  War  and  to  the 
Minister  of  Marine. 
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NOTES. 


The  Fate  of  Beilis. 

For  a  year  and  a  half  Beilis  has  lain  in  prison 
on  a  vague  charge  of  having  murdered  the  boy 
Yuschinsky  at  Kieff,  and  the  authorities,  who 
have  lent  their  countenance,  if  not  their  sanction, 
to  the  theory  that  the  crime  was  committed  for 
purposes  connected  with  the  Jewish  ritual,  have 
not  yet  ventured  to  bring  him  to  trial.  Now  it 
is  stated  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  case 
coming  on  this  year,  while  all  applications  for 
the  release  of  the  prisoner  on  bail  meet  with  a 
firm  refusal.  The  efforts  of  those  who  have  been 
conducting  an  honest  and  impartial  investigation 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  crime  have  met 
with  open  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  officials 
connected  with  the  case,  who  not  only  discredit 
their  striking  discoveries,  but  actually  threaten 
them  with  legal  prosecution.  Against  Beilis, 
however,  in  spite  of  all  the  labours  of  the  "  Black 
Hundred  "  and  their  official  patrons,  not  a  tittle 
of  substantiated  evidence  has  been  gathered,  and 
the  authorities  who  are  keeping  this  poor  victim 
of  Jew-hatred  in  gaol  are  fully  aware  that  if  lie 
is  put  on  trial  no  jury,  save  one  composed  of 
virulent  anti-Semites,  can  possibly  convict  him. 

A  Monstrous  Suggestion. 

But  the  "  Black  Hundred  "  have  not  yet  given 
up  hope  of  achieving  their  purpose,  and  it  is 
rumoured  that,  even  if  Beilis  is  acquitted,  a 
verdict  of  "ritual  murder"  against  some  Jew  or 
Jews  unknown  may  still  be  returned.  A  more 
monstrous  and  intolerable  suggestion  could 
hardly  be  conceived.  Because  a  dead  body  is 
found,  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  beyond  the  neces- 
sity of  proof  that  the  murder  was  committed  by 
Jews  for  ritual  purposes — and  this  in  the  face  of 
all  the  evidence  accumulated  through  many 
centuries  that  the  abominable  Blood  Accusation 
rests  on  nothing  more  than  superstition  and 
savage  fanaticism.  If  the  jury  which,  in  some 
dim  future,  is  selected  to  try  Beilis  affirms  its 
belief  that  a  "  ritual  murder  "  has  been  com- 
mitted, then  the  lives  of  the  Russian  Jews  will 
nowhere  be  safe ;  whenever  a  murder  is  dis- 
covered investigation  will  be  confined  to  the 
Jewish  community,  the  pogrom  era  will  be 
revived,  and  the  real  criminal,  who  will  be  under 
no  necessity  of  taking  even  the  most  elementary 
precautions,  will  go  perfectly  free.  If  the  fore- 
cast to  which  we  have  referred  proves  correct, 
we  may  anticipate  a  violent  epidemic  of  murders 
throughout  the  Russian  Empire. 

The  "Curse  of  Constitutionalism." 

InRussian political  life,  when  something  is  done 
to  which  you  take  exception,  you  need  have  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  that  its  author  is  a  Jew  ; 
and  if  you  call  him  a  Jew  you  need  expatiate  no 
further  upon  his  character.  It  is  in  this  spirit 
that  M.  Menshikoff,  of  the  Novoe  Vremya,  occa- 
sionally refers  to  the  official  Bossia  as  a  "  Jewish 
organ,"  while  he  himself,  as  arrant  an  anti-Semite 
as  ever  existed,  has  also  been  dubbed  a  "  Jew  " 
by  his  opponents.    Of  the  many  sins  laid  at  the 


door  of  "  stubborn  Jewry  "  not  the  least  heinous 
is  the  authorship  of  Constitutionalism  ;  and  it 
was  on  this  theme  that  M.  Markoff,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  figures  on  the  Reactionary 
benches  in  the  third  Duma,  enlarged  in  an  address 
at  a  "  Real  Russian  "  gathering  the  other  day. 
The  Jews,  he  declared,  had  inflicted  the  curse  of 
a  Constitution  on  Russia,  just  as  they  had  done 
in  Portugal,  Turkey,  Persia,  and  China.  He  then 
proceeded  to  describe  the  evil  plight  of  Consti- 
tution-ridden countries  such  as  England  and 
Germany,  which  sincerely  envied  Russia  her 
comparative  immunity.  M.  Markoff  made,  how- 
ever, a  reservation  in  favour  of  Japan,  where  the 
evils  of  Constitutionalism  were,  he  affirmed,  less 
deadly,  thanks  to  the  fact  that  "  according  to  the 
Japanese  Constitution  all  the  members  of  Parlia- 
ment have  to  crawl  on  their  bellies  before  the 
Mikado."  Presumably  it  is  the  scarcity  of  Jews 
in  Japan  that  has  saved  that  country  from  a 
Constitution  of  the  deepest  dye,  unrelieved  by 
the  saving  grace  of  belly-crawling. 

Rebellion  Bogeys. 

The  regularity  with  which  the  Nome  Vremya 
raises  the  alarm  of  an  armed  rebellion  in  some  one 
or  other  of  the  subject  provinces  is  by  now  some- 
thing of  a  standing  joke  in  Russian  political 
and  journalistic  circles.  One  week  the  trembling 
finger  will  be  pointed  at  Poland,  the  next  at 
Finland,  the  next  at  the  Ukraine,  and  so  on,  da 
capo  and  ad  nauseam.  Once,  we  remember,  the 
exact  date  of  a  Finnish  rising  was  predicted,  and 
we  may  imagine  the  feelings  of  disgust  that  must 
have  been  current  in  the'  Novoe  Vremya  office 
when  the  outbreak  did  not  take  place  at  the 
scheduled  time,  or  even  at  any  subsequent  date. 
However,  little  disappointments  of  that  kind  are 
short-lived,  and  now  we  find  yet  another 
armed  rising  in  the  Grand  Duchy  prophesied, 
although  this  time  the  particular  date  is  wisely 
omitted.  Presumably  the*e  periodical  bogeys 
are  trotted  out  to  make  the  flesh  of  provincial 
readers  creep ;  in  the  capital  there  is  an  obstinate 
refusal  to  be  frightened  by  them,  and  more 
especially  in  the  summer,  which  one  would  con- 
sider to  be  the  most  favourable  season  for  the 
commencement  of  hostilities.  So  blind,  indeed, 
are  the  Petersburgers  to  the  imminent  danger 
that  threatens  them  that  they  actually  venture 
unarmed,  with  their  wives  and  their  children, 
right  into  the  enemy's  camp.  As  a  summer 
resort  "rebellious"  Finland  is  in  high  favour 
with  the  residents  of  the  metropolis,  who  perhaps 
find  there  the  peace  and  quiet  which  are  sadly 
lacking  on  the  Russian  side  of  the  frontier. 


Passive  Resistance. 

While,  however,  there  are  no  signs  of  active 
rebellion  in  Finland,  the  "passive  resistance" 
movement  is  continually  gaining  ground.  The 
Equalisation  Law,  placing  Russians  in  the  Grand 
Duchy  on  a  political  level  with  the  native  Finns, 
which  was  passed  by  way  of  "  Imperial  "  legisla- 
tion without  reference  to  the  Diet,  is  very  pro- 
perly resented  as  a  gross  outrage  on  the  political 
liberties  of  the  country.  Whatever  might  have 
been  the  attitude  of  the  Finns  towards  the 
measure  if  it  had  been  properly  introduced  in 
their  own  Legislature,  there  can  be  no  question 
that  they  are  fully  justified  in  resisting  its  appli- 
cation on  strictly  legal  grounds,  since  their  Con- 
stitution very  clearly  lays  it  down  that  the  laws 
of  the  country  can  only  be  altered  with  the 
assent  of  the  Finnish  Diet ;  and  that  assent  has 
not  been  sought.  In  consequence  of  their  refusal 
to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  measure  a 
number  of  Finnish  Town  Councillors  have  been 
arrested  and  are  to  be  tried  by  the  Russian 
courts,  which  during  the  next  few  months  are 
likely  to  be  occupied  with  hundreds  of  similar 
cases.  Meanwhile  there  is  a  project  afoot  for 
the  complete  reform  of  the  Finnish  judicial 
system,  which  the  Government  proposes  to  bring 
into  line  with  that  of  Russia.  Such  a  scheme, 
which  lacks  both  legal  and  political  justification, 
will  bring  an  infinity  of  turmoil  into  the  Finnish 


courts,  and,  since  it  too  will  doubtless  be  carried 
by  means  of  "  Imperial  "  legislation,  the  resist- 
ance movement  will  spread  to  another  branch,  of 
the  public  service.  With  a  Commission  about 
to  meet  in  St.  Petersburg  for  the  elaboration  of 
measures  directed  against  the  freedom  of  the 
Press,  of  meetings,  and  of  association  in  the 
Grand  Duchy,  the  authorities  certainly  seem  to 
be  trying  their  hardest  to  strain  the  temper  of 
the  law-abiding  Finns  to  the  breaking-point. 


FINLAND'S  LIBERTIES. 


The  Aulic  Court  of  Viborg  has  issued  an  order  to 
the  local  Governor  for  the  immediate  release  from 
custody  of  M.  Lagerkranz,  who  had  been  arrested  for 
ignoring  the  Equalisation  Law  passed  by  the  Russian 
Legislature,  but  not  by  the  Finnish  Diet.  At  the 
same  time  it  has  ordered  the  prosecution  of  the  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Police  for  having  made  the  arrest. 
The  Procurator  of  the  Senate  has  instructed  the 
Governor  by  wire  that  Lagerkranz  can  only  be 
released  by  the  same  Examining  Magistrate  who 
issued  the  warrant  for  his  arrest,  while  the  Governor 
must  not  carry  out  the  illegal  decree  of  the  Aulic 
Court,  as  the  latter  is  incompetent  in  the  matter. 

The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  at  Viborg  has 
received  instructions  to  transfer  M.  Lagerkranz  to 
St.  Petersburg,  where  he  is  to  he  kept  in  prison 
pending  his  trial  before  the  High  Court. 

The  question  of  the  introduction  of  a  number  of 
reforms  into  the  Finnish  judicial  system  has  for  long 
been  under  consideration,  and  has  been  the  subject  of 
a  petition  from  the  Diet.  Governor-General  Seyn  and 
the  authorities  in  St.  Petersburg  consider,  however, 
that  the  whole  judicial  system  in  Finland  should  be 
reformed  in  accordance  with  the  Russian  judicial 
system,  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  question  of 
any  "  partial ''  reforms  until  the  "great''  reform  has 
been  carried  out.  In  accordance  with  this  view, 
which  is  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  Finland,  the 
Tsar  has  rejected  a  request  made  by  the  Diet  to  lay  a 
Bill  for  the  introduction  of  conditional  judgment 
before  the  House. 

The  Commission,  presided  over  by  M.  Korevo,  for 
the  preparation  of  measures  with  regard  to  Finland 
is  to  resume  its  sittings  at  the  end  of  the  present 
month.  This  body  proposes  to  restrict  the  freedom 
of  the  Finnish  Press,  meetings,  and  associations,  as 
well  as  to  abolish  the  Finnish  currency.  All  these 
measures  are  intended  to  be  carried  through  in  the 
fourth  Duma.  Some  of  the  Ministers,  however, 
including  the  Premier,  fear  that  these  proposals  may 
alienate  even  the  Octobrists,  many  of  whom  did  not 
agree  in  the  third  Duma  with  the  principle  of  settling 
such  questions  for  Finland  by  means  of  Imperial 
legislation. 


THE  FAMINE. 


Gloomy  Outlook  in   Many  Provinces. 

The  officials  who  were  commissioned  to  investigate 
the  distress  prevailing  in  the  first  district  of  the  Don 
Province  have  returned  to  Konstantinovskava,  where 
they  have  made  a  very  gloomy  report.  The  crops 
have  failed  in  eleven  cantons,  out  of  which  ten  had 
already  been  visited  by  famine  last  year.  Most  of 
the  inhabitants  were  ruined  in  191 1,  and,  since  at 
that  time  many  of  them  contracted  debts  in  the  hope 
of  a  good  harvest  in  1912,  their  remaining  property 
is  about  to  be  sold  by  auction,  while  they  have  long 
since  disposed  of  their  livestock. 

The  Minister  of  Commerce  and  Industry  has  pub- 
lished a  supplementary  report  on  this  year's  harvest. 
In  the  government  of  Courland  the  rains  have 
destroyed  all  the  rye  and  a  great  part  of  the  wheat. 
In  Livonia  the  crops  are  bad  as  regards  both  quantity 
and  quality.  In  Poltava  and  Tchernigov  the  spring 
corn  is  threatened  ;  in  Ekaterinoslav  the  deficit  will 
amount  to  50  per  cent.  ;  and  there  is  a  similar  out- 
look for  Cherson  and  Taurida.  In  the  Western 
Caucasus  the  drought  has  ruined  all  the  cereal  crops  ; 
in  the  Northern  Caucasus  the  premature  frosts  have 
considerably  affected  the  harvest.  In  Orenburg  and 
the  Ural,  which  were  victims  of  the  191 1  famine,  the 
situation  is  grave,  and  in  Siberia  the  same  pessimistic 
note  is  struck.  This  report  is  in  striking  contradic- 
tion to  that  published  by  the  same  Minister  two  or 
three  weeks  ago. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


The  Examining  Magistrate  in  the  Beilis  case, 
M.  Mashkevitch,  has  left  Kieff  for  St.  Petersburg  in 
order  to  present  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  his  report 
on  the  present  stage  of  the  inquiry,  which  he  will 
complete  on  his  return  to  Kieff  in  October. 

The  curator  of  the  Odessa  school  district  has  dis- 
missed an  official  of  that  department  for  having 
signed  the  protest  against  the  Blood  Accusation.  The 
order  of  dismissal  is  said  to  have  emanated  from  the 
Ministry  of  Public  Education. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 

The  Government's  Electioneering  Tactics. 


[From  Our  Polish  Correspondent.] 
The  attitude  of  the  Government  towards  the 
election  campaign  in  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  differs 
radically  from  that  adopted  in  Russia,  for  reasons 
abundantly  clear  to  any  one  who  is  acquainted  witli 
the  situation.  While  in  the  Empire,  having  to  deal 
with  different  Russian  parties  lighting  against  each 
other,  it  is  able  to  spur  the  one  against  the  other,  in 
Poland  these  means  are  ineffective,  because  all  the 
parties  agree  on  the  most  important  point — namely, 
in  their  opposition  towards  the  country's  oppressors. 
The  most  undaunted  opposition  is,  of  course,  dis- 
played by  the  Progressive  parties,  who  have  thus 
become  the  central  point  of  attack.  In  Warsaw,  for 
instance,  they  have  just  been  prevented  from  electing 
their  candidate,  Dr.  Patek,  who  some  months  ago 
was  excluded  from  the  Bar  because  of  his  incon- 
venient honesty,  and  who  now  has  been  refused 
registration  among  the  voters  in  the  district  where 
he  has  his  domiciliary  qualification,  in  order  to 
prevent  his  election  ;  for,  according  to  the  law,  a 
disfranchised  person  is  not  allowed  to  stand  for 
election. 

Threats  and  Cajolery. 

Apart  from  this,  the  authorities  are  employing 
various  weapons,  endeavouring  to  influence  the 
Polish  nation  alternately  by  means  of  threats  and 
cajolery.  One  of  the  Ministers — most  probably  M. 
Kokovtsoff  himself — has  communicated  to  the 
former  deputy  of  the  Duma,  M.  Zukovski,  a  series 
of  "  official  opinions  on  the  situation  of  Poland." 
These  '  opinions  "  must  undoubtedly  be  regarded  as 
a  declaration  of  the  Government,  and  their  ambi- 
guous wording  proves  that,  on  the  eve  of  the  elections, 
the  Polish  nation  is  once  more  being  tempted  with 
fair  promises  for  the  future.  This  declaration  is 
intended  to  suggest  the  impression  that  the  affair  of 
Holm  is  looked  upon  as  quite  "special"  matter, 
irrevocably  settled  and  sealed,  but  that  to  the  Bill 
providing  for  municipal  self-government  in  the  King- 
dom of  Poland  the  Administration  feels  rather  favour- 
ably inclined. 

One  of  the  most  burning  questions  in  Poland  is 
connected  with  education.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
university,  the  polytechnics,  and  all  the  middle 
schools,  being  forbidden  to  use  the  native  language, 
are  consequently  boycotted  by  large  groups  of 
patriots.  On  this  question  the  officials  felt  inclined 
to  preserve  a  diplomatic  reticence,  declaring  that  the 
application  of  "  obligatory  laws"  certainly  entails 
many  troubles,  but  that  at  the  present  moment  it  is 
difficult  to  propose  any  remedy.  And  the  conclusion 
drawn  therefrom,  when  translated  in  plain  terms,  is 
that  well-behaved,  passive,  and  obedient  deputies 
must  be  chosen,  since  "  a  great  deal  will  depend  on 
the  activities  of  the  Polish  deputies  in  the  Duma." 

With  a  few  exceptions,  however,  these  baits  are 
regarded  with  the  utmost  distrust  by  the  whole 
Press.  People  have  a  good  memcy  for  broken 
promises,  and  they  remember  the  promised  com- 
pensation for  Holm  in  the  form  of  municipal  self- 
government,  generously  announced  by  the  Govern- 
ment, to  be  afterwards  withdrawn  by  the  Council 
of  State. 

The  Holm  Affair  Again. 

Moreover,  an  unexpected  thing  h<is  happened. 
The  Holm  affair  must  once  more  crop  up  in  the  next 
Duma.  Commenting  on  this  subject,  I  lately  wrote 
in  this  journal  that  the  third  Duma,  futile  and  igno- 
rant as  it  was,  h  »d  no  qualifications  whatever  for 
drafting  laws.  Now  it  is  being  demonstrated  in  an 
unprecedented  fashion  that  this  highest  representa- 
tive body  of  the  Empire  was  not  even  acquainted 
with  the  geography  of  its  own  country.  In  spite  of 
all  the  Ministerial  references  and  commissions  on  the 
Holm  Bill,  which  were  supplied  with  all  manner  of 
plans  and  geographical  maps,  they  committed  so 
serious  a  blunder  as  to  forget  a  large  industrial  town, 
Tarnogrod,  which  belonged  to  Holm,  and  which, 
not  having  been  included  among  the  annexed  terri- 
tories, has  thus  remained  a  free  oasis.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  the  next  Duma  will  have  to 
amend  the  omission  of  its  predecessor,  and  so  the 
ominous  affair  of  Holm  will  once  more  figure  among 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  main  force  of  the  Government's  party  is 
directed  towards  violent  russification,  and  these 
efforts  have  lately  been  especially  concentrated  on 
the  Jew?.  I  have  mentioned  that  the  authorities  put 
all  possible  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  return  of 
Progressive  Polish  candidates  to  the  Duma,  and  as 
one  of  the  moves  in  this  campaign  the  llolmskaja 
Hu\  and  other  organs  in  the  new  annexed  province 
are  now  publishing  proclamations  to  the  Jewt, 
appealing  to  them  to  vote  for  a  Russian  candidate, 
since  it  is  not  the  Poles,  but  the  Russians  under  the 
guidance  of  Bishop  Eulogius,  who  arc  now  masters 
of  Holm,  and  the  Jews  are  their  guests.  They  are 
therefore  "warned  in  time,"  and  the  "  warning  "  of 


I  lie  Black  Hundred  is  scarcely  to  be  misunderstood. 
Similar  in  its  purpose  is  a  new  order  issued  by  the 
Government,  severely  prohibiting  the  use  of  the 
Polish  language  in  Jewish  confessional  schools 
(clicdci's)  where  it  has  hitherto  been  a  subject  of 
instruction,  and  replacing  it  by  Russian.  The  aim  is 
gradually  to  stop  all  communication  between  Poles 
and  Jews,  who,  being  children  of  the  same  country, 
should  live  in  harmony  and  unite  their  forces  against 
their  common  enemy. 


THE    UKRAINIAN  "PERIL." 

Alarmist  Reports   Circulated  in  St. 
Petersburg. 

[From  a  Correspondent.] 

The  Novoe  Vranya  has  lately  been  spreading  most 
alarmi  it  reports  of  a  scheme  said  to  be  hatched  by 
the  Ukrainians  of  Galicia  for  the  separation  of  the 
whole  of  the  Ukraine  from  the  Russian  Empire  by 
means  of  a  war  between  Russia  and  Austria.  "  The 
chief  object  of  the  Austrian  foreign  policv,"  says  the 
Vienna  correspondent  of  that  paper,  "  now  consists 
in  supporting  the  Ukrainian  na  ional  revival  >o  as  to 
prepare  the  ground  for  the  ultimate  seizure  of  Kiev, 
Odessa,  Nicolaev,  and  Cherson."  And  in  the  same 
journal  M.  Menshikoff  writes  : — "  Russia  will  not  be 
able  to  stand  two  insurrections(Polish  and  Ukrainiui) 
and  an  external  war  at  the  sime  moment.  We  must 
get  ready  while  we  have  time." 

The  object  of  these  alarms  is,  of  course,  not  so 
much  to  report  on  really  existing  dangers  as  to 
whitewash  the  brutal  policy  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment towards  the  Ukrainians  in  Russia.  These  per- 
sistent scares  have  also  another  object  in  view  :  they 
are  intended  to  justify  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  the 
doings  of  Russia  in  the  Austrian  province  of  Galicia. 

In  Galicia  the  "  Russophil  party  "  has  renewed  its 
activity,  from  which  we  may  safely  infer  that  a  fresh 
supply  of  Russian  roubles  has  arrived  from  St. 
Petersburg.  This  revival  has  been  characterised  by 
a  repetition  of  the  familiar  methods  of  the  agents  of 
Count  Bobrinsky.  Several  more  of  the  Austrian 
fortifications  have  been  photographed,  and  many 
more  piles  of  Russian  national  flags,  in  possession 
of  Galician  Russophils,  have  been  confiscated  by 
the  Austrian  police,  who,  though  slowly,  begin  at 
last  to  realise  what  are  the  intentions  of  the  friendly 
Power  across  the  frontier.  From  the  literature  printed 
in  Russia  and  spread  broadcast  bv  the  party,  as  well 
as  from  the  speeches  of  these  "  propagators  of  the 
Orthodox  faith,"  we  are  given  to  understand  that 
Galicia  is  to  be  annexed  to  Russia  in  a  very  short 
time,  and  all  Uniates  are  to  turn  Orthodox.  As  for 
the  Jews  and  Poles,  they  will  simply  have  to  be 
"exterminated" — that,  according  to  the  Galician 
papers,  being  the  actual  expression  used  by  these 
politicians.   


COMMISSARIAT  SCANDALS. 


Pertinent   Questions  for  the  Minister 
of  War. 


The  N  voe  Vremya  once  more  calls  attention  to  a 
book  entitled  F resit  Wounds,  by  S.  J.  Gusseff,  who 
served  as  Army  Auditor  during  the  Russo-Japanese 
War.  The  journal  asks  the  Ministry  of  War  whether 
it  has  paid  due  attention  to  this  valuable  work,  and 
what  measures  it  has  taken  in  order  to  prevent  in 
future  the  bacchanalian  orgies  which  took  place  in 
the  Army  at  that  time  before  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
world.  It  is  true  that  a  number  of  Commissariat 
officers  have  been  put  on  trial  ;  but  these  prosecu- 
tions have  done  the  War  Ministry  no  good.  The 
Treasury  thieves,  who  had  put  hundreds  of  thousands 
into  their  pockets,  have  paid  out  of  the  spoils  a  few 
thousand  roubles  as  fines,  and  are  now  mocking  at 
justice.  Their  successors  have  duly  taken  note  of 
the  "  severity  "  of  the  penalties  imposed,  and  feel 
tempted  to  follow  the  example  of  their  predecessors, 
who  made  large  fortunes  with  impunity. 

The  Novoe  Vremya  asks  in  particular  whether  any 
prosecution  has  been  instituted  against  General 
Oukhach-Ogorovich,  one  of  the  authors  of  the  defeat 
at  Mukden,  who,  instead  of  carrying  out  the  recon- 
noitring duties  entrusted  to  him,  was  so  busy  with 
profitable  commercial  operations  that  he  overlooked 
the  turning  movement  of  the  Japanese  on  the  Russian 
right  flank.  The  same  organ  also  asks  whether 
measures  have  been  taken  to  restore  to  the  Treasury 
the  cash  balances  of  the  various  staffs  and  military 
departments  which  were  dissolved  after  the  war,  the 
total  amount  of  such  balances  being  estimated  to 
exceed  12  million  roubles. 

The  St.  Petersburg  authority  for  the  licensing  of 
associations  has  granted  registration  to  a  society 
bearing  the  title  of  "The  Pan-Russian  Dubrovin 
I'nion  of  the  Russian  People/'  whose  stated  aim  is  to 
preserve  the  unity  and  integrity  of  Russia  under  the 
rule  of  Orthodoxy,  the  unlimited  Autocracy  of  the 
Tsar,  and  the  ascendancy  of  the  Russian  race. 


SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  PRESS. 
M.  Menshikoff  as  an  Anti-Bureaucrat. 

In  an  article  entitled  "  State  Journalism "  M. 
Menshikoff  refers  to  the  aversion  of  the  bureaucracy 
towards  the  "free  Press,"  such  as  it  is.  Although, 
he  says,  the  Russian  Press  is  too  weak  to  harm  the 
bureaucrats,  it  is  nevertheless  calculated  to  spoil 
their  comfort  and  their  digestion.  Pending  some 
scheme  for  stifling  the  Press  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
abolish  altogether  Article  79  of  the  Constitution— or, 
as  the  Right  prpfers  to  call  it,  the  Fundamental 
Laws — the  bureaucracy  is  trying  to  manufacture 
public  opinion  after  its  own  taste.  This  i^  being 
done  by  a  subsidised  paper  like  Kossia,  which  loudly 
declaims  against  the  excitement  caused  by  publicity 
on  questions  which  can  only  be  safely  treated  by  the 
inner  circle. 

Baron  Meyendorf,  who  is  a  Vice-President  of  the 
Duma,  has  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  methods 
employed  against  the  Press  are  diminishing  the 
Government's  authority. 

For  failure  to  pay  a  fine  of  300  roubles  imposed 
for  an  article  entitled  "  The  Benefactors  of  the 
People,"  the  editor  of  the  Volhynia,  which  is  pub- 
lished at  Jitomir,  has  been  imprisoned  for  two 
months. 

The  H azefirah,  of  Warsaw,  has  been  fined  300 
roubles  for  publishing  a  Zionist  appeal. 

The  Prefect  of  Moscow  has  fined  the  editor  of  the 
Ulro  Rossiy  1,000  roubles  for  the  publication  of  two 
articles  entitled  respectively  "  The  Azefs  in  the 
Ranks  of  the  Army  "  and  "  In  the  Free  Air.'  Failure 
to  pay  the  fine  is  to  be  visited  by  three  months' 
imprisonment  for  each  article. 

A  prosecution  has  been  instituted  against  M.  Sarak- 
hanoff,  the  editor  of  the  Saratov  Listok,  for  having 
reported  the  arrests  and  searches  made  in  May  last, 
on  the  ground  that  news  of  this  kind  is  calculated  to 
stir  up  bad  feeling  among  the  population  against  the 
police. 

The  editor  of  the  Minsk  Golos  has  been  fined  100 
roubles  for  the  publication  of  an  article  entitled 
"  Cursory  Sketches.'' 

The  High  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  has  sentenced 
M.  Sutkovoy  to  one  year's  imprisonment  in  a  fortress 
for  the  publication  of  the  following  works  by  the  late 
Count  Tolstoy  : — The  Church  and  the  State,  The  End 
is  Near,  An  Appeal  to  the  Clergy,  and  Patriotism  and 
Government. 

A  lady  journalist  named  Mo-zczenska  has  been 
sentenced  to  a  year's  imprisonment  for  the  publication 
of  an  article  on   Finland  in  the   Polish  journal 

Dorodzenic,  of  Warsaw. 


RAMPANT  NATIONALISM. 


Nationalism  is  triumphant  within  the  government 
of  Minsk.  The  chairman  of  the  executive  of  the 
District  Zemstvo  questions  every  medical  candidate 
who  applies  for  a  situation  on  the  subject  of  his 
religion  and  political  convictions.  Even  an  Octobrist 
is  an  object  of  suspicion,  while  a  Jew  must  not  even 
pass  the  threshold.  As  a  consequence  one  medical 
district  has  now  been  vacant  for  five  months  and 
another  for  a  whole  year.  It  is  true  that  the  popula- 
tion has  to  suffer  for  want  of  medical  relief,  but  by 
way  of  compensation  Nationalism  remains  victorious 
under  the  auspices  of  Governor  Erdeli,  who  has 
formally  joined  the  Pan-Russian  Nationalist  Union. 


JEWISH  RESTRICTIONS. 

An  order  was  issued  some  time  ago  forbidding 
Jewish  wine-growers  in  Bessarabia  to  sell  their 
produce  unless  the)7  were  granted  special  licences 
for  that  purpose.  Experience  has  shown,  however, 
that  the  order  cannot  be  enforced  in  Bessarahia  and 
the  Crimea  without  provoking  a  general  crisis  in  the 
wine  trade.  M.  Kokovtsoff  has  therefore  convened 
a  meeting  of  representatives  of  the  various  Ministries, 
which  is  also  to  be  attended  by  several  wholesale 
wine-merchants. 


Owing  to  the  systematic  refusal  of  the  Minister  of 
Education  to  confirm  the  election  of  candidates  pro- 
posed bv  the  Professorial  Conference  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Saratov,  nine  clinical  chairs  remain  vacant, 
while  the  laboratories  are  without  equipment,  and 
no  work  is  being  done. 

In  the  Octobrist  organ,  the  Golos  Moskvy,  M.  Sabler 
is  charged  with  having  abused  his  authority  as  Pro- 
curator of  the  Holy  Synod  in  order  to  enable  the  wife 
of  a  retired  official  to  obtain  a  divorce  from  the 
Consistory  of  Kaluga  without  her  husband  being 
aware  that  the  case  was  being  brought  into  Court. 

The  capabilities  of  the  Russian  pilots  in  Finnish 
waters  have  again  been  illustrated  in  the  grounding 
of  the  British  steamer  Chiswick,  of  Hull.  The  steamer 
left  Vasklot  harbour,  in  Vasa,  with  three  Russian 
pilots  on  board  ;  three  hours  later  it  ran  aground 
between  Eusten  and  Ronnskar  and  sprang  a  leak, 
and  on  returning  to  Vasklot  again  ran  aground. 
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STRENGTHENING  THE 
"  ENTENTE." 


The  conversations  which  have  been,  and  still 
are,  proceeding  between  Sir  Edward  Grey  and 
M.  Sazonoff  at  Balmoral  will  doubtless  have  as 
their  effect  a  strengthening  of  the  official  Entente 
that  exists  between  England  and  Russia,  and  a 
clearer— and  perhaps  a  new— definition  of  the 
policy  that  is  jointly  to  be  pursued  in  countries 
where  their  interests  meet— particularly  in  Persia. 
It  is  certainly  as  well  that  we  should  understand 
this  understanding,  and  the  obligations  to  which 
it  commits  us,  more  precisely  than  we  do  at 
present ;  hitherto  it  has  been  too  much  a  go-as- 
you-please  affair,    with   Russia  given   a  carte 
blanche  of  whicli  she  has  not  made  too  good  a 
use.    And    here    let    us    explain    that  we  are 
animated  by  no  sentiments  of  hostility  towards  the 
Anglo-Russian  Entente  ;  we  recognise  its  political 
value  as  making  for  international  harmony ;  but 
we  do  think  that  too  narrow  a  view  has  been  taken 
of  its  possibilities,  and  that  therefore  it  has  to 
some  extent  been  abused.    Under  the  Entente, 
for  instance,  Russia's  policy  in  Persia  has  been 
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it  out  she  has  with  impunity  indulged  in  methods 
which  she  would  never  have  dared  to  employ  had 
she  not  known  (hat  the  Entente  had  placed  our 
Foreign  Office  under  a  kind  of  hypnotic  spell 
which  rendered  any  effective  interference  on  our 
part  impossible.    As  an  example  of  the  feelino- 
towards  the    understanding    that    prevails  in 
certain  quarters  in  this  country  we  may  cite  the 
cynically  frank  admission  of  the  Times,  which 
virtuously  claims  that  Great  Britain  has  carried 
out  her  part  of  the  1907  Convention  by  allowing 
Russia  a  free  hand    in  Northern   Persia  and 
shutting  her  eyes  to  the  undesirable  methods 
employed  by  her  partner. 

The  fact  is  that  the  Entente  has  all  alono-  been 
regarded    simply  as  an  arrangement  between 
the  Forergn  Offices  of  either  country,  and  as  one 
that  is  concerned  exclusively  with  the  immediate 
political  interests  of  the  two  nations,  with  no 
regard  for  sentiments  of  humanity  or  even  of 
moral.ty.    No  attempt  has  been  made  to  use  it 
as  a  means  of  advancing  the  cause  of  civilisa- 
tion, or  to  join  the  English   and  the  Russian 
people  together  in  any  bond  of  friendship.  What 
enthusiasm   can   there  possibly   be  for  such  a 
contract,  and  what  stability  can  it  be  said  to 
possess  ?    An  untoward  puff  of  wind,  blowino- 
trom  some  unexpected  quarter,  and  down  will 
topple  the  structure  that  is  built  on  so  flimsy  a 
foundation.     Is  it   not   time,   then,    that  the 
Entente  should  be    strengthened,  not  only  bY 
official  parchment  and  official  sealing-wax  but 
by   resting   it   on    the    firm    basis  of  popular 
approval?     This,  we  venture  to  suggest,  could 
be  effected  by  giving  it  just  that  broader  character 
whose  absence  we  have  deplored.    Let  Russia 
for  instance,  succumb  to  British  influence  to  the 
extent  of  removing  some  of  the  hideous  stains 
that  befoul  her  domestic  government;  let  her 
cease  to  offend  the  conscience  of  humanity  through 
the  daily  recital  of  her  crimes  of  oppression,  by 
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depths  of  misery  •  let  her  give  evidence  of  a  dis- 
position to  treat  Persia  better  than  she  has  treated 
Georgia,  inspired  by  the  Entente  to  relax  her 
cruelty  rather  than  to  indulge  in  bloodier  acts  of 
repression ;  let    us,  in  however   informal  and 
underground  a  fashion,  induce  our  partner  to 
show  some  sign  of  reversing  her  mediaeval  policy 
of  administration,  and  for'  the  -  dry,  cold  prose  ' 
ot  the  Anglo-Russian  Agreement  will  be  substi- 
tuted an  effusion  of  red  feeling  on  the  part  of 
the  two  peoples  whose  ardour  will  not  easily  be 
damped.     For  the  purpose  of  bringing  about 
such  a  consummation,-  the    Balmoral  meeting 
where  diplomatic  formalities  must  take  some- 
thing of  a  more  human  tinge  from  the  gracious 
atmosphere   of  English    home    life,  is  wonder 
tully    well     adapted;    and     if    Sir  Edward 
Grey  has  not  taken  advantage  of   the  unique 
opportunity   afforded  Jiim,    he    is  something 
Jess  of  a  statesman  than    we   had  ima^inecf 
I  he    policy    of     non-Interference    where  the 
domestic   affairs    of   another   Power  are  con- 
cerned ,s  correct  enough  up  to  a  certain  point. 
Hut  all  intervention  an'd  all  pressure  are  not  of 
a  strictly  official  and  tbrmal  character,  and  in 
any  event  the  theory  will  not  stand  where  the 
interests  of  the  intervener  are  jeopardised.  In 
the  present  case  unofficial   representations  to 
Russia  are  clearly  justified  by  the  fact  that  the 
poi-mar.ence  of  the  EM  :s  gravely  imperilled 
by  the  popular  dislike  of  her  methods  of  govern- 
ment, which  are  seen  to  touch  our  interests  even 
more  materially  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
oppression  of  the  Russian  Jews  is  almost  exclu- 
sively responsible  for  the  urgency  and  embarrass- 
ment of  the  Aliens  question  in  this  country. 

The  considerations    we    have    urged  should 
appeal  with  particular  force  to    the  Russian 
Foreign  Minister.     M.  Sazonoff  is  no  stranger 
to  England.     He  knows  our  country  and  our 
people,  and  he  should  be  aware  what  is  the  pre- 
valent  feeling   towards    those   aspects  of  his 
Government's  policy  on  which  we  have  touched 
Especially  must  he  recognise  what  are  the  senti- 
ments of  civilisation  regarding  the  position  of 
the  Jews.  He  must  see  that,  apart  from  the  injury 
to  Russia's  good  name  caused  bV  the  popular 
outcry  against  her  on  humanitarian  grounds 
her  attitude  cannot  even  be  defended  on  the 
'  excuse  that  her  material  interests  would  suffer 
from  reform.      The    fact   cannot  be  gainsaid 
that  it  ,s  precisely  those  countries  which  have 
given  fullest  liberty  and  fullest  scope  for  advance- 
ment to  their  Jewish  subjects  that  have  become 
most  prosperous.    Nor  can  it  be  maintained  that 
the  emancipation  of  the  Jews  means  the  strength- 
ening of  the  forces  of  revolutionary  effort  In 
other  countries  the  exact  opposite  has  proved  to 
be  the  case  ;  however  radical  the  sentiments  of 
Jews  before  their  emancipation,  as  soon  as  their 
position  is  assured  they  enrol  themselves  among 
the  most  law-abiding  and  conservative  elements 
m  the  State.     We  would  therefore    urge  M 
Sazonoff  to  profit  from  his  visit  by  taking  note 
of  the  attitude  of  popular  opinion  towards  his 
Government,  and  to  consider  well  whether  it  is 
not  worth  while  making  some  concession  to  that 
opinion— and  incidentally  to  the  general  cause  of 
huniamty-which,  without  causing  Russia  either 
injury  or  inconvenience,  will  consolidate  the  rela- 
tions between  his  country  and  ours.    Such  a  step 


A   SIBERIAN  HUNGER-STRIKE. 

Suicide  Epidemic  among  Political 
Prisoners. 


TFrom  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  September  i9th 

rJiVJf  MWful  Siber'an  priS0nS'  where  50  many 
SSKtS!  fS  P„mln£  aWa-V' the  Government  inces- 
santly seeks  to  render  the  existence  of  these  unhappy 

orison6 nTT?"6  Tre  unbea"ble.  In  the  remote 
?  S°"0f  kutamarskoye,  m  Transbaikalia,  a  tragedy 
has  occurred  wh.ch  still  requires  explanation  owing 

ol  owin^  "ftUre  °f  the  reP°rts-    So  far  only  the 
nfl,W.H§   1S    kn.Wn-     CorPoral   punishment  was 
he  ChUV  P      rCal  exiIe-Brillian-by  order  of 
™        ■  ^SOn   IllsPector   Sementkovsky,  who 

% Inspector  von  Kube>  was  -Saw  a 

The  X  thG  PnS°nS  in  the  Nerchinsk  district, 
wavnf  n  ,PntSOn^S  organised  a  hunger-strike  by 
rrXrl  P  TL  uT,hree  °f  the  Prisoner"  have  com- 
on their  U  '<  Whlle  ^  °thers  have  made  attempts 
renSsconcl;SfOUr  °f       ^  bein«  "°W  in  a  h°P* 

nrSn  ™h??  °f  "lmateS  at  the  Kutamarskoye 
fvH  h  from  soo  to  fioo,  and  the  hunger-stake 

unly  recently  the  prisoners  "struck"  owing  to  their 
harsh  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  new  Governor 

effects'of  thVt  "0t  b6en  3bIe  t0  recover  from  he 
etfects  of  that  experience.  Chief  Inspector  Sement- 
kovsky displays  utter  indifference  to  the  snfferfnTs  of 

feSf?  he  ISiTn  reP°rted  Mohave  'aS 
mat  it  was  all  the  same  to  him  whether  the  prisoners 

if  7nVVZS  ?  t0  di6'  the  only  difference  bemgX 
if  they  died,  it  was  his  duty  to  bury  them. 


It  is  stated  that  the  "crime"  for  which  Brillian 
was  ordered  to  be  flogged  was  that  of* ^disrespectful 
bearing    towards  the  Chief  Inspector  Ulsre;,Pecttul 
According  to  private  telegrams  from  Irkutsk  and 

of  theNe^chms  e7^C°M,CtS  "  the -nous  prisons 
ot  tne  Nerchinsk  district  have  assumed  a  wholesale 
character.  wuuiesaie 


JEWS   AND  THE   NIJNI  FAIR. 

Leading  Russian  Firms   Protest  Against 
Restrictions. 


which  millions  of  Jews  Poles  Finns  Can  7   ^ns  between  hi, 

Ukrainians,  and  others  are  reduced  to  the  blacS  !  Ztt^ttl^^  *» 


The  leading  firms  in  the  wool  en  and  fur  trade 
have  urged  the  Nijni  Fair  Committee  to  petition  for 
the  abolition  of  the  restrictions  placed  on  Tew  °h 
merchants  at  the  fair,  which  injuriously  affect  the 
trade  ,n  general,  and  especially  that  in  hand -made 
goods,  rhe  Committee  acceded  to  their  request 
and  submitted  the  question  for  discussion  o 
the  meeting  of  Pan-Russian  merchants,  held  at 
N.jni  on  the  conclusion  of  the  fair.  The  latter 
resolved  to  petition  the  Government  to  sec  re  t 
Jews  the  right  to  attend  the  Nijni  Fair  by  an  Act  of 

^zssssg**  proc,aimthe  f- —-an 

nfBJ-WayM°f  reta|iation,  M.  Khvostoff,  the  Governor 
of  N.jni-Novgorod,  has  summoned  M.  SalaSS  the 
president  ot  the  Exchange  Committee,  to  funifs I  t  m 
within  seven  days  w.th  an  explanation  of  Ins  action 
n  retaining  on  the  Committee  twelve  district  reore 
entatives  whose  election  had  not  been  confirmed  bv 
the  Governor.    The  Committee  has  replied  by  pass 

begiHerSl°  since  Wf*  G°V™'*  dem'anTto 
!  I  CVl  13  bey°nd  both  his  duty  and  his 
U' h,°'" ^  ;o  confirm  the  election  of  members  of  the 
Exchange  Committee,  which  in  this  matter  is  inde 
pendent.  The  inhabitants  of  Nijni-NoSorod  are 
discussing  the  expediency  of  sending  ?  special 
deputation  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interiorwhh  ariew 
to  overhauling  the  recent  acts  of  the  Governor 


A  prosecution  has  been  initiated  against  the  editor 
of  tire  semi-official  Wilenski  Vyestnik,  of  Wifna  or 
having  reprinted  from  the  metropolitan  papers  an 
item  of  news  reporting  the  arrest  of  a  spy  P  P 
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DARKKST  RUSSIA. 


THE    VODKA  CURSE. 

Stale-Made   Drunkenness  as    a  Political 
"  Red  Herring." 

The  Temperance  Conference  which  ended  its 
sittings  a  few  weeks  back  has  brought  once  more 
into  prominence  the  already  well-known  fact  of  the 
terrible  increase  of  drunkenness  in  Russia,  witli  all 
its  evil  accompaniments,  and  the  resultant  ruin  of 
millions  of  families. 

Excessive  devotion  to  vodka  has,  indeert,  always 
been  the  curse  of  Russian  life.  We  can  judge  fairly  well 
of  theamount  of  drunkenness  in  the  State  of  Moscow  in 
the  sixteenth  century  by  the  great  number  of  recorded 
complaints  made  by  the  higher  clergy  and  the  local 
authorities  of  the  ruin  of  the  population  which  vvas 
caused  by  it.  The  Government  of  Moscow,  how- 
ever, had  its  own  reasons  for  not  paying  much  atten- 
tion to  these  protests,  as  it  was  from  the  consump- 
tion of  drink  that  the  best  profits  were  made  for  the 
Tsar's  Treasury.  In  order  to  increase  the  revenue  the 
production  and  sale  of  alcohol  had  been  creited  a 
privilege  of  the  Tsar  in  the  latter  half  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  and  the  Government  had  been 
engaged  in  establishing  "Tsar's  Kabalts"  (public- 
houses)  in  every  fairly  well  populated  locality  in 
Moscovy.  To  all  reports  of  the  ruin  of  the  popula- 
tion through  drink  the  invariable  answer  was  the 
command  to  "take  care  that  the  contributions  of  the 
Kabaks  are  more  than  they  have  been  before,  in 
order  that  Our  Treasury  shall  be  better  tilled,"  and 
sometimes  this  command  was  accompanied  by  the 
suggestion  that  more  consumers  of  alcohol  should  be 
sought  beyond  the  limit  of  the  local  population  if 
these  latter  did  not  sufficiently  acquit  themselves  as 
drinkers  ! 

The  Farming  System. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  the 
infamous  system  of  "  Tsar's  Kabaks "  was  replaced 
bv  the  even  worse  device  of  "  farming-out.''  With 
trie  assistance  of  Government  agents,  those  who 
farmed  the  drink  traffic,  in  order  to  recoup  them- 
selves for  the  enormous  sums  they  paid  for  their 
privileges  to  the  Treasury,  would  make  every  effort 
to  squeeze  the  last  halfpenny  from  the  wretched 
peasants  who  were  enticed  into  their  atrocious  drink- 
ing-dens.  Alexander  II.  abolished  this  abominable 
abuse,  and  substituted  for  it  the  licensing  system, 
bit  no  very  radical  steps  to  decrease  drunkenness 
were  made  because  the  Treasury  was  practically 
dependent  on  the  proceeds  of  the  drink  traffic,  from 
which  nearly  half  the  yearly  revenue  was  sometimes 
obtained.  Commissions  appointed  to  consider  the 
reform  of  the  Kabaks  could  not,  in  the  circumstances, 
go  further  than  suggest  a  better  class  of  publicans, 
and  a  more  efficient  control  over  them  by  the  authori- 
ties. 

Meanwhile  the  curse  of  drink  was  spreading  wider 
and  deeper,  and  in  a  report  made  in  the  eighties 
it  was  stated  that  during  the  previous  twenty  years 
more  than  two  millions  of  peasants  had  drunk  away 
the  whole  of  their  property. 

The  State  Monopoly  and  its  Results. 

The  introduction  of  a  new  system  of  a  State  mono- 
poly for  the  sale  of  alcohol  in  the  'nineties  of  last 
century  was  accompanied  by  tine-sounding  declara- 
tions that  the  true  remedy  for  mastering  the  devil 
of  alcoholism  in  Russia  was  at  last  found.  The  first 
years  of  its  operation,  however,  showed  little  but  a 
repetition  of  the  same  pernicious  results  as  in  the 
time,  of  the  "  Tsar's  Kabaks."  State  drink-shops 
were  opened  in  the  remotest  corners  of  Russia  where 
before  no  one  had  dared  to  risk  the  establishment  of 
a  Kabak.  The  Excise  officers  kept  a  sharp  eye  on 
the  shops,  and  procured  the  dismissal  of  those 
keepers  who  did  not  succeed  in  producing  a  good 
profit,  and  the  frequent  petitions  of  the  peasants' 
communes  to  close  the  shops  were  always  refused. 
It  was  no  matter  that  drunkenness  increased  again 
with  appalling  rapidity  ;  so  long  as  drink  was  sold 
steadily  the  revenue  was  secure,  and  about  60 
millions  sterling  poured  annually  into  the  Treasury 
from  this  source  alone. 

A  Political  Weapon. 

The  drinking  habits  of  the  Russian  people  have 
not  only  been  used  as  an  instrument  for  obtaining 
revenue  by  the  Government,  but  have  served  also  as 
a  political  weapon  in  their  hands  to  turn  the  people's 
attention  from  the  real  cau^e  of  their  misfortunes. 
When  the  condition  of  the  peasants  becomes  so 
crying  an  evil  as  to  compel  public  iccognition,  the 
Government,  instead  of  accepting  the  necessity  of 
radical  reform,  puts  forward  some  scheme  for  dealing 
with  alcoholism.  In  some  of  these  the  Jews  have 
been  made  to  play  an  important  part.  When  at  the 
beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  serfs  of  the 
annexed  provinces  of  Poland,  ruined  by  their  lords, 
became  restless,  the  Government  sent  a  Commission 
to  investigate  the  cause  of  their  disaffection.  The 
Commission  reported  the  cause  to  be  drunkenness. 
As  the  sale  of  alcohol  in  those  provinces  was  carried 


on  by  Jews,  though  the  right  to  produce  and  sell 
vodka  belonged  to  the  nobles,  Jews  were  not  only 
forbidden  to  carry  on  the  liquor  traffic,  but  were 
expelled  from  the  villages  into  the  towns. 

At  the  end  of  the  seventies  the  Revolutionary 
movement,  supported  by  the  discontented  peasants, 
disappointed  with  the  smallnes^  of  the  allotments  of 
land  they  had  received  after  the  Emancipation, 
became  somewhat  threatening,  and  again  the  red- 
iierring  of  liquor-traffic  reform  was  trailed  across  the 
political  arena.  Several  Commissions  held  sittings  to 
consider  it,  until  calm  was  restored  by  the  heavy 
hand  of  Alexander  III. 

Now,  once  more  to  divert  the  public  mind  from 
the  non-realisation  of  the  promised  Constitutional 
liberties,  an  Anti-Alcoholic  Conference  is  convened 
under  Governmental  auspices,  consisting  chiefly  of 
clergv  and  officials,  and  they  have  discovered  a  new 
rcmedv  by  declaring  war.  upon  secular  education 
and  by  blaming  the  lay  schools  for  the  drunkenness 
of  the  people. 

L.  R. 


DEATH-SENTENCES. 


Number  of  Executions  on  the  Increase. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  September  h/th. 

The  markedly  reactionary  policy  pursued  by  M. 
Makaroff,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  is  manifesting 
itself  not  only  in  "  working"  the  elections  by  all  kind- 
of  administrative  tricks — sucli  as  striking  Opposition 
candidates  off  the  register,  arbitrarily  dividing  the 
electorate  into  special  groups,  restricting  the  fran- 
chise of  Jews,  and  exercising  direct  pressure  on  the 
electors  through  the  Governors — but  also  in  the 
increased  number  of  death-sentences  passed,  as  well 
as  of  actual  executions.  Whereas  during  the  year 
ending  August  31st,  1911,  the  number  of  death- 
sentences  pronounced  amounted  to  225,  of  which 
fcrty-seven  were  carried  out,  during  the  following 
twelve  months  the  number  of  death-sentences 
reached  280,  of  which  105  were  carried  out. 

It  is  chiefly  the  number  of  executions  that  marks 
the  attitude  of  the  administrative  authorities,  and 
more  particularly  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior. 
For  although  the  pronouncement  of  death-sentences 
depends  on  the  tribunals — that  is  to  say,  on  the 
courts-martial,  since  there  v*  no  death  penalty  in  the 
ordinary  Russian  Penal  Code  for  any  crime — the 
question  of  executing  or  commuting  the  sentences 
depends  exclusively  on  the  decision  of  the  adminis- 
trative authorities.  It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind 
that  whereas  under  Stolypin  the  number  of  death- 
sentences  kept  on  diminishing,  however  slowly,  the 
opposite  tendency  is  now  prevailing.  This  holds 
good  more  especially  for  the  month  of  August.  It 
is  true  that  the  figures  for  that  month  were  affected 
by  the  numerous  death-sentences  passed  on  the 
Turkestan  Sappers  and  on  the  Black  Sea  and  Baltic 
sailors,  for  which  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  could 
hardly  be  made  responsible  ;  but,  even  after  deduct- 
ing the  sentences  passed  at  those  trials,  the  general 
tendency  still  remains  the  same. 


THE  PLAGUE. 

Alarming  Spread  of  the  Epidemic. 


The  Government  is  no  longer  able  to  conceal  the 
effects  of  the  plague  epidemic.  In  the  Astrakhan 
district  several  villages  and  towns  along  the  railway- 
line  are  infected.  At  Zavetnoie,  Kisselev,  Djanibeck, 
Elton,  and  elsewhere  fatal  cases  were  for  a  long 
time  hushed  up.  At  the  present  moment  the  autho- 
rities, in  order  to  shift  the  responsibility  from  their 
shoulders,  arc  demanding  that  the  medical  officer, 
Dr.  Korovin,  shall  be  prosecuted  "for  having  con- 
cealed fatal  cases  of  plague  for  a  month."  It  appears, 
however,  that  this  doctor  duly  sent  in  his  reports, 
and  that  they  were  characterised  by  these  very 
authorities  as  "  unreasonably  alarmist." 

However  this  may  be,  the  whole  line  of  the 
Riazan-IJral  railway  is  now  declared  by  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  the  railway  to  be  threatened  by  the 
plague.  A  special  hospital  for  the  sufferers  has  been 
set  up  at  Baskuntchak  Station  ;  the  carriages  arc  to 
be  disinfected,  and  soldiers  have  been  sent  to  form  a 
"health  cordon"  round  the  danger-spots. 

The  Government,  too,  has  taken  its  own  measures. 
The  Health  Commission  has  received  orders  not  to 
make  any  communication  to  the  Press,  and  to  admit 
no  journalist  to  its  meetings. 

In  the  eyes  of  the  Russian  Government  the  real 
plague  is  the  liberty  of  the  Press. 


In  obedience  to  tlic  bidding  of  the  "  Unionists''  of 
Kieff,  M.  Kelman,  the  vice-director  of  the  goods  traffic 
on  the  South-Western  Railway,  has  been  dismissed 
from  his  post  on  account  of  his  being  a  Jew.  M. 
Kelman  was  the  last  Jew  on  the  staff  of  the  railway. 


THE    ELECTION  CAMPAIGN 


Arbitrary  Obstacles  Placed   in  the  Way 
of  Voters. 


Of  the  many  hindrances  placed  in  the  way  of 
exercising  the  franchise  not  the  least  effective  is  that 
which  is  adopted  in  towns  where  the  number  of  voters 
on  the  register  of  any  curia  does  not  exceed  501.  In 
such  places,  for  no  apparent  reason,  the  votes  for 
electors  to  the  final  college  are  recorded  not  by 
papers,  which  are  delivered  to  the  voters  in  advance 
and  merely  have  to  be  filled  up  and  deposited  at  the 
polling-station,  but  by  balls,  which  have  to  be  pro- 
cured by  personal  application  on  the  day  of  the 
election.  The  latter  is  a  very  tedious  operation, 
requiring  the  uninterrupted  presence  of  the  voter  at 
the  polling-station  for  several  hours  on  end,  and  often 
for  the  whole  day.  Any  one  who  leaves  the  prerr.i-es 
at  any  stage  of  the  complicated  proceedings  of  iden- 
tifying the  voters,  determining  their  qualifications, 
reading  out  the  law  to  each  of  them  separately,  and 
various  other  operations,  including  recounts,  loses 
his  vote.  Striking  statistics  showing  how  the  mode 
of  voting  affects  the  number  of  voters  are  supplied 
by  a  writer  in  the  Russkux  Vyedomosii.  The  figures 
he  quotes  for  the  various  towns  of  the  government 
of  Voronej  show  that  while  at  the  last  election  the 
voters  under  the  ball  system  only  exercised  their 
right  to  the  extent  of  19  per  cent.,  the  voters 
under  the  paper  system  participated  in  the  second 
urban  curia  to  the  extent  of  45  per  cent.  The 
consequences  are  still  more  serious  in  the  case 
of  the  first  curia,  since  in  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  Russian  towns  the  number  of  registered 
voters  in  that  division  does  not  exceed  500. 

By  this  expedient  a  large  number  of  the  voters  of 
the  smaller  towns,  who  cannot  afford  to  spend  a 
whole  day  at  the  polls,  find  themselves  debarred 
from  the  exercise  of  the  franchise  granted  to  them 
by  the  Electoral  Law  of  1907,  such  as  it  is. 

The  Holy  Synod's  "Delirium  Tremens." 

Prince  Meschersky,  the  well-known  Conservative 
writer,  characterises  the  political  campaign  of  the 
Holy  Synod  as  a  delirium  tremens,  and  reproaches 
M.  Sabler  for  taking  the  ministers  of  the  Church 
away  from  their  flocks  and  from  the  altar  of  Christ. 
"  Owing  to  this  intrusion  of  the  clergy  into  the  poli- 
tical arena,"  he  says,  "the  Orthodox  Church  has 
never  before  stood  in  such  evident  contradiction  to 
Christ,  the  Founder  of  the  Church."  There  are  so 
many  episcopal  candidates  for  the  Duma  that  Prince 
Meschersky  computes  that  over  14  per  cent,  of  the 
Russian  dioceses  will  be  deprived  of  the  services  of 
their  Bishops.  "There  can  be,"  he  adds,  "  no  ques- 
tion as  to  the  great  injury  this  must  inflict  on  the 
dioceses,  while  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  Duma 
will  gain  nothing  from  their  Eminences." 

The  Cadet  Manifesto. 

The  "  Cadet "  Manifesto,  whose  publication  was 
vetoed  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  concluded 
with  the  following  passage  :— 

"  The  experience  of  the  past  five  years  should  not 
be  lost  on  the  country.  When  you  go  to  the  poll 
do  not  elect  the  men  who  have  betrayed  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Manifesto  of  October  30th,  and  have 
wasted  in  trifles  that  which  had  been  gained  by 
great  efforts  and  sacrifices  on  the  part  of  the  whole 
people.  Do  not  vote  for  those  who  talk  to  the 
electors  about  the  interests  of  the  people,  while  in 
the  Duma  they  have  no  other  aim  but  obsequious- 
ness, and  who  do  not  seek  success  at  the  polls  by  an 
open  and  honest  contest  of  opinions,  but  by  the 
support  of  the  Administration.  Do  not  imagine 
that  those  men  are  more  likely  to  obtain  something 
from  the  authorities  because  they  are  nearer  to 
them.  You  know  that  in  five  years  they  have 
obtained  nothing.  When  they  feed  you  with  pro- 
mises for  the  future,  ask  them  what  they  have  done 
in  the  third  Duma,  and  why  they  have  not  carried 
out  in  that  assembly  what  they  are  promising  now." 

Intimidation. 

The  "Black  Hundred"  paper  yizn  Volhyni 
ominously  advises  voters  to  be  "  prudent,"  so  as  not 
to  be  treated  as  enemies  of  the  country,  "like  the 
Finns  and  the  Jews."  Similar  warnings  are  being 
administered  to  the  peasants  of  Voltiynia  by  the 
clergy  of  the  Potchayev  Monastery,  which  has  been 
a  centre  of  pogrom  literature  for  the  last  seven  years. 

For  the  publication  of  an  article  enjoining  vigilance 
on  the  electors  the  authorities  have  prosecuted  not 
only  the  editor  of  the  Pskov  yizn,  but  also  the  author 
of  that  article,  M.  Bryanchaninoff,  the  prospective 
Progressive  candidate,  in  order  to  disqualify  him 
from  seeking  election. 

At  Vologda  all  the  Jewish  electors,  without  excep- 
tion, have  been  deprived  of  the  franchise. 

The  Electoral  Bureau  of  the  Holy  Synod  has 
received  a  report  predicting  the  return  of  276  clerical 
deputies  to  the  fourth  Duma. 


Septemmkr  25,  1912. 
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that  protection  to  be  injurious  to  its  own  well- 
being.  The  Government,  however,  will  not  be 
disposed  to  accede  too  readily  to  the  demand  of 
theNrjni  Fair  Committee,  because,  once  it  admits 
the  cogency  of  such  an  argument,  the  whole 
basis  on  which  the  elaborate  structure  of  anti- 


has  been  railing  in  the  Novae  Vremya  at  the 
aftront  put  upon  the  Duma  at  the  Moscow  Cen- 
tenary celebrations,  which  only  the  Council  of 
State  was  invited  to  attend.  M.  Menshikoff  is 
furious  with  the  "idiots  of  the  Right"  (that 
being-  his  euphemism  for  the  gentlemen  of  the 


Jewish  legislation  is  founded  must  immediat  1^  Ze^£na  3  Hndred  ^  ft™,?  ^ 
collapse.    It  is  too  much  to  hope  that  logic  will   to  see  Z^SSSO^  1^  ^ 

TV  1 1  r\     Cmnr.^    _  A     J_l     _      VT  tt-  _ 


'  To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great  I  The  Agrarian  Problem 


prevail  over  prejudice,  or  that  the  walls  of  the 
Pale  of  Settlement  will  fall  at  the  trumpet-blast 
of  reason,  however  many  times  repeated. 


sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition."—  Crom 

WELL  ON  THE  PERSECUTION  OP  THE  VaDDOIS. 


NOTES. 

"  Centre  "  Parties. 

The  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  of  the  Times 
has  begun  to  take  an  interest  in  the  Duma  elec- 
tions, and  has  given  his  paper  some  information 
on  the  subject  which  argues  a  remarkable  lack 
of  acquaintance  with  the  most  elementary  facts 
of  the  political  position  in  Russia,  After  observ- 
ing, correctly  enough,  that  "the  Octobrists  and 
Nationalists  have  joined  hands  in  the  apportion- 
ment of  candidates,"  he  proceeds  :  — 

"  No  very  appreciable  swing  in  the  electoral 
pendulum  is  expected.  The  victory  of  the 
Centre  Parties  represented  by  the  Octobrists 
and  their  allies  appears  to  be  assured.  The  only 
question  is  whether  they  can  obtain  a  majority 
over  any  possible  combination  of  the  Radical 
and  Reactionary  elements." 

The  Times  correspondent  must  be  a  kind  of  Rip 
van   Winkle    on  a  small  scale.    He  has  been 
asleep  for  seven  years,  and,  suddenly  waking  up, 
remembers  that  the  original  plan  of  the  Octobrists  I 
was  that  they  should  be  a  Centre  Party,  pledged  ' 
to  defend  the  Constitution  of  1905  against  aggres- 
sion.   He  does  not  know,  of  course — how  should 
he  ?— that   the    party   had    scarcely    been  in 
existence  when  it  changed    its  attitude  com- 
pletely, and  ever  since  has  been  a  bulwark  of 
the  Right  and  of  Reaction,  giving  undeviating 
support  to    the   Government  which   has  done 
violence  to  the  eponymous  "principle''  of  the 
party— the  Manifesto  of  October  30th.    As  for 
their  Nationalist  allies,  they  have  never  even 
posed  as  a  Centre  group,  and  no  more  ludicrous 
description  could  possibly  be  applied  to  these 
fanatical  haters  of  the  Finns,  the  Poles,  the 
Caucasians,  and  the  other  non-Russian  nation- 
alities.   When,  however,  the  correspondent  hints 
at  the  possibility  of  a  combination  of  the  Radical 
and  Reactionary  elements,  he  surpasses  himself 
We  can  only  conclude  that  by  the  time  he  reached 
this  part  of  his  communication  he  had  gone  to 
sleep  again. 


Russia beingessentially  an  agricultural  country 
the   Agrarian  question   is  the  most  pressing 
problem  of  the  hour.    It  is  indeed  the  Russian 
Sphinx,  demanding  a  solution  of  its  riddle  and 
threatening  destruction  as  a  penalty  for  failure 
The  famines,  which  have  become   chronic  and 
amount  to  a  national  calamity,  the  degradation 
and   general   backwardness  of   the  peasantry 
the   failure    of   a    great  part    of    the  landed 
aristocracy    to     introduce    adequate  modern 
machinery    and-    their     proneness     to  retain 
the  remnants   of    serfdom,  are  so   many  for- 
midable    obstacles    to    the    further  industrial 
development  of  Russia.    All  this  demands  eluci- 
dation, and  the  series  of  articles  we  are  publish- 
ing throws  some  light  upon  the  reasons  for  the 
shortage  of  land  and  the  precarious  position  of 
the  peasantry  generally.    According  to  a  promi- 
nent Russian   economist,  M.   S.  Prokopovitch 
there  were  in  1905  over  nine  million  peasant 
homesteads  requiring  at  least  50'9  million  more 
dessiatines  of  land  for  subsistence,  and  even  the 
omcial  investigators  estimated  for  the  same  year 
that  over  four  million  families  were 
unprovided  for. 


entirely 


Many  Solutions. 

In  the  first  two  Dumas  serious  attempts  were 
made  to  find  a  solution.  The  Constitutional 
Democrats  introduced  a  scheme  for  compulsory 


who  sneer  at  the  AW  Vremya  and  its  chief  ' con- 
tributor for  their    "Judaeo-Cadet"  tendencies. 
1  he  Duma,  he  indignantly  declares,  is  worth  a 
hundred  Councils  of  State,  with  regard  both  to 
the  capacity  of  its  members  and  their  quality  as 
representatives  of  the  Russian  people.  These 
are  high-sounding  sentiments,  but  we  wonder 
how  many  people  in  Russia  are  taken  in  by 
them.    Our  admiration  for  M.  Menshikoff's  Con- 
stitutionalism must  needs  be  tempered  by  the 
reflection  that  the  Duma  which  he  champions  so 
demonstratively  is,  and  must  be  as  long  as  the 
present  Electoral  Law  exists,  utterly  unrepre- 
sentative   of  the  people,  while    the  practical 
egislative  powers  allowed  it  by  the  Government 
(with  the  aid  of  the  Council  of  State)  are  almost 
negligible.    If  M.  Menshikoff  is  so  good  a  Consti- 
tutionalist,   why   does    he    not    denounce  the 
notorious  coup  of  June,  1907,  and  the  violence 
done  thereby  to  the  principle  of  popular  repre- 
sentation P    ln  any  case  the  weathercock  policy 
pursued  by  the  Nbvoe  Vremya  (which  is  popularly 
known  in  Russia  under  the  nickname  of  "  What 
you-will  ")  must  prevent  us  from  regarding  its 
latest  volte-face  with  any  seriousness,  more  espe- 
cially when  the  fact  of  its  execution  at  election 
time  is  taken  into  account.    But  there  can  be  no 
harm  in  keeping  M.    Menshikoff's  "Liberal" 
utterances  in  mind  for  future  reference 


Lena  Before  the  Strike. 

The  strike  at  the  Lena  Goldfields  was  as 
Senator  Manukhin's  official  report  fully  admitted 
of  an  entirely   peaceable  and  law-abidino  cha" 


purchase  of  feudal  estates  to  provide  the  neaZZ        ^  6ntirelj  Peaceable 

with  land.  The  Social  Democrats,  in  o2r  to  |  ^  ■  ^  ™din*  <*e  relations  made  by 
abolish  the  "  remnants  of  feudalism  "  and  "  pro 
vide  the  means  for  the  further  economic  develop 
inent  of  the  country,"  brought  forward  a  scheme 
to  hand  over  certain  large  estates  to  democrati- 
cally organised  local  authorities,  who  mio-ht 
either  municipalise  the  land  or  lease  it  to  co- 
operative societies  or  individuals.  The  Social 
Revolutionists  suggested   "socialisation"  But 


Logic  v.  Prejudice. 

The  gross  stupidity  of  the  restrictions  placed 
by  the  Government  on  the  trading  rights  of  the 
Jews  has  been  brought  into  striking  relief  by 
the  protest  of  the  Russian  merchants  at  Nijni 
Novgorod  against  the  exclusion  of  Jews  from 
the  famous  Nijni  Fair,  and  the  demand  made  by 
the  Fair  Committee  that  in  future  the  Fair  area 
shall  be  regarded  as  a  town  and  not  as  a  villas 
and  the  Jews  be  given  full  facilities  for  trading 
there.     As  every  Russian  business  man  recog- 
nises, you  cannot  destroy  an  important  section 
of  the  commercial  world  without  doing  harm  to 


1  Russian  barrister,  however,  we  are  forced  to 
admit  that,  if  the  miners'  protest  had  taken  a 
much  more  violent  form,  their  conduct  would  not 
have  lacked  justification.  The  conditions  which 
Advocate  Patushinsky,  who  made  a  personal 
investigation  on  the  spot,  describes  as  prevailing 
on  the  goldfields  are  of  the  most  revolting  cha" 
racter.  The  workmen  were  swindled  of  their 
the  moment  the  problem  was  seriously  tackled  7  h°USed       ove™rowded  and 

the  Government,  which  serves  the  feudal  inte  ""T*??  dwelll,ne8'  wll0Se  arrangements  were 
rests,  dissolved  both  Dumas  and  commenced  to  T  !  gfn&™  imraoralit7  became  inevitable ; 
"solve  the  problem"  in  its  own  way      The'     J  T     ?,   PrOTlsion  was  grossly  inadequate; 

refusal  on  the  part  of  a  miner's  wife  or  daughter  to 


solve  the  problem"  in  its  own 
Ukase  of  November  22nd,  1906,  afterwards  sane 
tioned  by  the  third  Duma  in  1910,  is  directed 
towards  the  violent  destruction  of  peasant  com- 
munes and  the  establishment  of  separate  holding 
which  benefit  certain  individual  peasants  at  the 
expense  of  the  mass.    According  to  the  recently 
published  official  report  on  the  woiking  of  t  his 
agrarian  measure,  from  July  14th,  1910  to  Sep 
tember  14th,  1911,  of  142,814  requisitions  for 
establishing   separate    holdings    in    thirty  nine 
governments  only  2"9  per  cent,  were  presented 
by  the  peasant  communes,  while  &71  per  cent 
were  made  by  individuals  who  by  this  means 
expropriated  the  land  of  their  poorer  brethren 
many  of  the  latter  being  thus  pauperised.    And  in 
spite  of  the  vigorous  working  of  the  Government 
machinery,  only  51,022  homesteads  were  esta- 
blished on  an  area  of  497,281  dessiatines  up  to 
April  14th,  1910.    Thus,  while  driving  masses 


whtwb11  pgeDeraL     THat'  h0W6Ver'  ?S  a  ^  I  *  Pe°Ple  iuto  P-P-ism  and^crTatW  Mam 
1      •SrZTlJT  ^  S6em  t0  W    mable,  material  *»  **  ™"  ^ture  ^Gove": 


submit  to  dishonour  at  the  hands  of  the  mine 
officials  entailed  the  dismissal  of  the  man  from 
his  post,  These  things  were  done  by  the  manage- 
ment of  a  concern  whose  profits  went  to  English 
shareholders  ;  we  can  only  wonder  in  what  lio-ht 
these  profits  are  regarded  now  that  it  is  known 
under   what    conditions    they   were  acquired 
That  such  outrages  can  be  committed  with 
impunity  is  due,  of  course,  to  the  ready  conniv- 
ance of  the  Russian  police  and  judicial  authori- 
ties, who  look  to  establish  their  fortunes  on  a 
sound  basis  as  the  result  of  a  sojourn  in  the 
Sibenan  mining  districts  ;  and  at  Lena,  it  seems 
M.  Khitun  showed  himself  to  be  a  more  than 
usually  accomplished  "  gold  judge." 


grasped  The  most  ridiculous  aspect  of  the 
whole  affair  is  that  it  is  just  those  very  classes  in 
whose  interests  the  Government's  anti-Semitic 
commercial  policy  was  supposed  to  have  been 
conceived  that  are  now  loudly  demanding  its 
,  reversal.    Russian  industry,  so  far  from  requir- 


■.  — 1.^,  i/iic  uuveni- 

ment  has  attained  no  positive  results  except  to 
create  internal  strife  among  the  villagers. 


Menshikoff  Day  by  Day. 

Just  at  present  the  staunchest  Constitutionalist 

ing  protection  against  the  Jews"  ^naU^ST    "\      RUSS1'an  is~M-  Menshikoff.  This 

Jews,  actually  declares    enterprising  and  eminently  adaptable  journalist 


BLOOD   ACCUSATION  RUMOURS. 

nf^i  St  Petersburg  correspondent  of  the  Haztnan 
ot  Wilna,  has  wired  to  that  paper  to  the  effect  that 

he^the\li0^  P^on  who  is  in  close  touch 
with  the  Minister  of  justice  that  M.  Scheglovitoff 
does  not  find  any  grounds  for  the  prosecution  of 
Beihs,  who  is  to  be  released  in  a  few  days 

It  is  reported  from  Moscow  that  the'Examinin^ 
Magistrate  M  Mashkevhch,  is  staving  at  thLt  c $ 
where  he  has  traced  the  murderers  of  Yuschinsky 
through  the  reports  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Ivanoff,  which 
are  in  agreement  with  the  revelations  of  M.  Brazul- 
Brushkovsky. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA 


M.J'f  HHbEU  '£>,  J9J2. 


THE  AGRARIAN  QUESTION.  II.* 


Not  Enough  Land  to  go  Round. 


POVERTY-STRICKEN  PEASANTRY. 


As  all  independent  economists  and  investigators 
are  agreed,  the  Russian  peasantry  is  suffering  from 
an  acute  lack  of  land,  and  to  this  its  calamities  are 
chiefly  due.  The  economists  of  the  Government 
camp  prefer  to  call  it  an  "acute  scarcity  of  grain." 
Even  according  to  the  calculations  of  M.  Lokhtin, 
who  is  the  chief  Governmental  authority  on  these 
questions,  in  years  of  most  bounteous  harvest  the 
peasants  of  twelve  or  thirteen  governments  do  not 
obtain  sufficient  sustenance  from  their  farming 
operations,  and  live  in  a  state  of  semi-starvation. 
They  cannot  purchase  corn  with  the  money  gained 
from  outside  earnings,  for  this  money  has  to  go  in 
payment  of  very  heavy  taxes,  while  the  grain  is 
exported  abroad  to  pay  the  interest  on  foreign  loans. 

The  Underfed  Moujik. 

Russia  only  produces  8o61b.  of  grain  per  head 
annually  and  consumes  6761b.,  whereas  England 
consumes  9501b.  and  the  United  States  2,2321b.  per 
head.  Such  is  the  average  ;  but  in  some  years  the 
consumption  in  Russia  drops  below  5oolb.,  whereas, 
according  to  M.  Lokhtin's  estimate,  not  less  than 
6i2lb.  per  head  is  required  for  normal  consumption. 

The  Russian  peasant  feeds  twice  as  poorly  as  the 
German,  consuming  ten  times  less  meat,  six  times 
less  milk,  &c.  And  it  is  this  wretched  individual 
who,  according  to  the  official  statement,  ought  to 
treble  the  production  of  his  fields  !  Then  there  will 
no  longer  be  any  scarcity  of  land,  and  Russia 
will  have  sufficient  grain  !  How  little  the  ruling 
bureaucracy  understands  the  stern  realities  of  life  in 
rural  Russia  is  shown  by  the  advice  proffered  by  the 
late  Minister  of  Agriculture,  M.  Ermoloff,  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  peasantry  in  the  southern  steppes 
by  the  introduction  of  ostrich-farming. 

Inadequate  Government  Measures  of  Relief. 

At  the  height  of  the  Revolutionary  movement,  how- 
ever, the  Government  recognised  the  necessity  of 
"  satisfying  within  the  shortest  possible  term  the 
peasants'  most  pressing  need  of  land''  (Circular  of 
July  27th,  1906).  For  this  purpose  it  assigned  lands 
which  had  been  bought  up  by  the  Peasants'  Bank 
during  the  panic  of  the  landowners,  as  well  as  land 
belonging  to  the  Crown  and  State  domains. 
M.  Stolypin,  in  a  speech  to  the  second  Duma,  esti- 
mated the  quantity  of  such  land — available  for  satis- 
fying the  most  urgent  want — at  ten  million  dessia- 
tines.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Bank  has  sold 
during  six  years  less  than  three  million  dessiatines 
in  all,  including  about  a  quarter  of  a  million  dessiatines 
of  Crown  land.  The  peasants  themselves  have  pur- 
chased during  the  same  period  four  million  dessia- 
tines from  the  landowners,  wi'h  the  aid  of  the 
Peasants'  Bank,  while  1,855,000  emigrants  have 
left  for  Siberia.  All  these  measures  have  satisfied  the 
requirements  of  five  million  people  at  the  most, 
while  the  natural  increase  of  the  rural  population  in 
European  Russia  exceeds  nine  millions.  Thus  the 
need  of  land,  which  was  admitted  to  be  pressing  in 
1906,  is  more  urgent  than  ever,  the  relief  afforded 
not  even  counterbalancing  the  shortage  of  land 
caused  by  the  increase  of  the  peasant  population. 

"  Letting  Loose  the  Microbes." 

In  reality  matters  are  worse  still.  While  in  1906 
the  authorities  were  preparing  to  meet  the  most 
pressing  demands  of  the  peasantry,  in  1907,  when 
the  agrarian  movement  declined,  the  Government 
was  already  bent  on  other  aims — namely,  on  the 
introduction  at  any  cost  of  individual  holdings,  and 
the  detachment  of  old  farms  from  the  respective 
communities,  in  order  to  destroy  common  ownership, 
which  it  considered  to  be  at  the  root  of  all  the 
trouble.  And  to  this  end  the  operations  of  the 
Land  Bank  were  well  adapted.  It  started  s  lling, 
not  to  those  who  were  most  in  need  of  land,  but  to 
those  who  agreed  to  separate  from  the  community 
either  by  moving  to  the  new  homesteads  or  by  cutting 
off  their  plots  from  the  common  land.  As  the  com- 
munal peasants  at  first  obstinately  refused  to  take  up 
such  farms,  a  large  quantity  of  land  passed  into  the 
hands  of  per->ons  entirely  ignorant  of  agriculture,  or 
into  those  of  emigrants  from  governments  in  which 
individual  ownership  prevails,  as  among  the  Ukrai- 
nians. These  land  organisers  have  even  invented 
the  expression  "  Letting  loose  the  microbes,''  which 
denotes  selling  the  land  to  outsiders  in  order  to  break 
down  the  stubborn  disinclination  of  the  local 
peasants  to  leave  their  communities. 

Another  class  of  purchasers  of  homestead  plots 
was  formed  by  the  sons  of  wealthy  local  peasants, 
who  left  their  fathers  homesteads  for  that  very  pur- 

*  The  first  article  appeared  in  Dakkkst  Klssia  of 
August  7th. 


pose  and  purchased  the  land  from  the  Bank.  Accord- 
ing to  the  computation  of  one  economist,  only  two- 
thirds  of  the  Bank's  land  has  passed  into  the  posses- 
sion of  those  who  were  really  in  need  of  it,  while 
one-third  fell  to  wcalthv  persons,  or  to  such  as  had 
not  previously  engaged  in  agriculture.  In  this  way  the 
dearth  of  land,  which  had  been  the  chief  cause  of  the 
crisis  of  1905-6,  so  far  from  disappearing,  has  become 
even  more  acute.  The  discontent  has  been  sup- 
pressed, but  it  is  ready  to  break  out  again  at  the  first 
opportunity. 

N.  Maximokf. 


AN   ANTI-FINNISH  SALON. 

Behind  the  Scenes  of  a  Notable 
Campaign. 

Extracts  are  given  in  the  Press  from  a  work  on 
Finland  which  is  about  to  he  published,  and  whose 
anonymous  author  is  stated  to  have  recently  retired 
from  a  high  post  in  the  Administration.  In  view  of 
the  vigorous  revival  of  the  Nationalist  Press  cam- 
paign against  Finland,  the  history  of  that  movement 
is  exciting  peculiar  interest  just  now. 

The  campaign  was  initiated,  according  to  the 
author  of  the  book,  in  the  autumn  of  1909,  after  a 
private  meeting  held  at  the  residence  of  the  late 
Premier,  M.  Stolypin.  Besides  MM.  Kharitonoff, 
Korevo,  and  General  Borodkin,  various  members  of 
the  Duma  took  part  in  the  consultation,  including 
Deputies  Gutchkoff,  Rod/ianko,  Krupensky,  and 
Count  Bennigsen.  The  meeting  resolved  to  prepare 
public  opinion  for  the  introduction  of  a  Bill  securing 
Imperial  legislation  for  Finland. 

But  "  find  the  woman  "  is  a  saying  that  has  its 
application  here.  "  Every  political  question  must 
have  its  Countess  with  us  in  Russia,"  says  the 
author  ;  and  just  as  ecclesiastical  politics  were  then 
being  inspired  at  the  salon  of  Countess  Ignatieff,  the 
preparation  of  public  opinion  for  measures  against 
Finland  was  undertaken  by  a  lady  whose  name  is 
given  as  Countess  M  noff,  who  surrounded  her- 
self with  a  circle  of  officials  of  the  Bobrikoff  regime 
and  by  men  anxious  to  make  themselves  prominent 
on  the  Finnish  question.  MM.  V.  F.  Deitrich  and 
N.  N.  Korevo  were  working  for  the  cause  in  a  journal 
called  Obyedinenie,  together  with  its  editor,  M. 
Kuzmin,  who  was  subsequently  criminally  prose- 
cuted on  a  charge  of  misappropriating  the  funds  of 
the  Guardians  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  The  famous 
pamphlet  describing  the  preparation  of  an  alleged 
armed  revolution  in  Finland,  which  claimed  to  be 
based  on  authentic  documents,  was  concocted  at  the 

salon  of  Countess  M  noff.  A  French  translation  of 

this  pamphlet,  bearing  the  stamp  of  the  newspaper 
Golos  Pravdy  ("  The  Voice  of  Truth  "),  was  sent  to  all 
the  editorial  offices  abroad. 

By  means  of  the  funds  allowed  for  the  preparation 

of  public  opinion,  the  salon  of  Countess  M  noff  was 

able  to  promote  with  great  energy  the  policy  of  stir- 
ring up  the  people  against  Finland. 


The  Aulic  Court  of  Viborg  has  decided  to  address 
a  complaint  to  the  Tsar  against  the  acts  of  the 
Governor  in  connection  with  the  arrest  of  M. 
Lagerkranz,  a  member  of  the  Viborg  Town  Council, 
for  ignoring  the  Equalisation  Law.  The  same  Court 
has  ordered  proceedings  to  be  initiated  in  this  matter 
against  the  Governor,  as  well  as  against  the  reporter 
of  the  Governor's  court  and  the  Chief  Commissioner 
of  Police. 

The  hostility  to  education  and  culture  manifested 
by  the  present  rulers  of  Finland  is  being  continually 
demonstrated.  The  latest  example  is  that  the  even- 
ing courses  organised  by  national  school-teichers, 
which  for  many  years  have  been  held  in  different 
towns,  are  to  be  stopped,  as  the  grants  by  which  the 
courses  have  been  maintained  have  been  withdrawn. 
Petitions  to  the  Finnish  Senate  praying  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  courses  have  been  rejected.  This 
action  is  nothing  but  another  effort  towards  the 
denationalisation  of  the  country. 

The  Minister  of  Justice  had  prepared  two  Bills 
with  regard  to  Finland.  The  first  of  these  brings  all 
offences  which  are  of  a  political  nature,  or  induced 
by  political  motives,  under  the  general  laws  of  the 
Empire  ;  while  the  second  Bill  lays  clown  the  proce- 
dure to  be  followed  in  the  case  of  crimes  committed 
in  Finland  by  natives  of  the  other  Russian  dominions, 
or  by  natives  of  Finland  in  any  other  part  of  the 
Russian  Empire. 


At  Kovno,  an  officer  named  Protopopoff  mortally 
wounded  a  schoolboy  by  shooting  at  him  in  the 
street  with  a  revolver. 

The  former  head  of  the  detective  department  at 
Kronstadt,  Butchen,  who  pleaded  guiliy  before  the 
High  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  to  having  beaten  a 
prisoner  named  Lukin  on  the  head  and  face  in  order 
to  force  him  to  a  confession,  has  been  sentenced  to 
the  minimum  penalty  of  one  month's  imprisonment. 


LENA  REVELATIONS. 

Description  of  the  Intolerable  Conditions 
that  Caused  the  Strike. 

Advocate  G.  P.  Patushinsky,  one  of  the  barn  f  t  -, 
who  responded  to  the  appeal  of  the  Lena  miners  for 
legal  assistance,  has  returned  from  Bodaybo  to 
Irkutsk,  where  he  has  delivered  a  detailed  report  on 
the  conditions  prevailing  on  the  Lena  Goldfield  . 
The  picture  he  draws  is  so  repulsive  that  the  out- 
break of  the  strike,  which  the  authorities  sought  to 
suppress  by  means  of  a  wanton  massacre,  can  only 
be  regarded  as  having  been  inevitable. 

When  the  manager  of  the  Lena  Goldfields,  one 
Byelozeroff,  entered  on  his  duties,  he  delivered  an 
address  to  the  miners,  which  concluded  with  the 
following  words  of  encouragement  :  "  Under  me,  my 
good  fellows,  you  will  have  to  work  in  such  a  way 
that  nothing  must  be  left  of  a  horse  but  its  tail  and 
mane,  and  of  a  man  nothing  but  his  nose  and  eyes. " 

The  Company  not  only  mercilessly  sweated  the 
men,  but  systematically  cheated  them  in  the  checking 
of  the  output  and  in  figuring  up  the  wages,  which, 
contrary  to  law,  were  not  paid  in  cash,  but  by  the 
truck  system,  superfluous  commodities  being  forced 
upon  the  workmen  at  fancy  prices. 

When  a  miner  named  Nemira  fell  ill,  and  sent  a 
comrade  to  the  office  to  get  his  wages  for  the  pur- 
pose of  going  to  Bodaybo  for  treatment,  the  cashier 
replied  :  "  Let  him  wait  till  next  pay-day.  Don't 
worry  ;  he  won't  burst  in  the  meantime."  The 
cashier,  however,  turned  out  to  be  a  false  prophet, 
for  Nemira  actually  died  while  waiting  for  the 
money. 

Independently  of  the  truck  system,  the  Company 
was  in  the  habit  of  retaining  the  miners'  wages,  with- 
out, of  course,  allowing  them  any  interest ;  at  the 
time  of  the  strike  a  sum  exceeding  half  a  million 
roubles  was  kept  back  in  this  way. 

Health  and  Morality. 

The  legal  provisions  for  the  safety  of  the  miners 
were  ignored,  so  that  accidents  abounded,  410  of 
which  were  recorded  in  the  course  of  1910.  The 
dwellings  were  insufficient  and  insanitary,  and  the 
general  housing  conditions  were  such  that  the 
miners  complained  :  "  We  have  no  innocent  children, 
and  there  are  no  chaste  girls  among  us."  Instead  of 
the  five  surgeons  required  by  the  regulations,  only 
one  was  provided.  At  the  Andrei  Mine  Hospital 
women  who  were  in  child-birth  were  placed  in  the 
same  ward  as  syphilitic  patients  of  both  sexes.  In 
order  to  reach  the  hospital  the  patients  had  to  walk 
for  miles,  the  Company  refusing  horses  even  to 
women  and  children.  On  one  occasion  several 
children  who  halted  on  the  way  were  on  the  point  of 
being  frozen  to  death,  and  were  only  saved  by  a  man 
who  happened  to  drive  past.  On  September  14th, 
1910,  the  hospital  and  school  at  the  Andrei  Mine  were 
closed  altogether. 

The  provisions  supplied  to  the  miners  in  lieu  of 
wages  were  extremely  bad  in  quality,  and  just  before 
the  arrival  of  Senator  Manukhin  the  Company  was 
busy  burning  large  stores  of  meat  that  was  unfit  for 
consumption. 

White  Slaves. 

Besides  exploiting  the  men,  the  Company  insti- 
tuted a  kind  of  serfdom  for  their  wives  and  children, 
who  were  made  to  perform  all  kinds  of  domestic 
service.  This  compulsory  service  rapidly  degenerated 
into  compulsory  prostitution.  If  a  woman  refused 
to  be  dishonoured,  her  husband  would  be  discharged. 

After  the  massacre  the  workmen  onlv  demanded 
justice,  and  when  this  seemed  on  the  point  of  being 
granted  the  miners  began  to  return  to  work.  But 
when  their  expectation  of  prompt  justice  suffered 
disappointment,  they  refused  to  stop  any  longer,  and 
it  was  in  vain  that  Advocate  Patushinsky  endeavoured 
to  induce  them  to  return  to  work,  explaining  to  them 
the  advantages  of  the  new  contract. 

The  Notoc  Vrcmya  correspondent  adds  a  gruesome 
detail  to  the  history  of  the  Lena  massacre.  Several  of 
the  wounded  miners  tried  to  save  themselves  from  the 
continued  firing  by  hiding  beneath  some  timber 
piles.  They  were  only  discovered  there  three  days 
afterwards,  showing  slight  signs  of  life,  but  in  a  hope- 
less condition  of  exhaustion. 


DUMA  OR  PARLIAMENT? 

The  Russkoc  Znamya,  the  organ  of  the  Dubrovin 
branch  of  the  Extreme  Right,  demands  that  the 
"  Jewish"  papers,  as  well  as  those  which  sympathise 
with  the  Cadets,  should  be  forbidden  to  use  the  word 
"  Parliament "  with  reference  to  the  Duma,  as  such 
an  abuse  of  language  must  have  a  disturbing  effect 
on  the  population.  The  paper  charged  with  the 
crime  of  sympathising  with  the  Cadets  is  the  Xovoc 
Vremya  in  its  election-tide  garb,  whose  chief  contri- 
butor, M.  Menshikoff,  is  now  dubbed  a  "Jud;eo- 
Cadet  "  by  the  Black  Hundred  Press. 
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THE    ELECTORAL  FILTER. 


The  electoral    chart   which    we   publish  on 
another  page  will  serve,  we  trust,  to  give  our 
readers  a  clear  idea  of  the  somewhat  complicated 
system  under  which  the  Duma  is  being  elected. 
When  it  is  studied  in  conjunction  with  the  brief 
explanatory  article  accompanying  it,  it  will  be 
seen  how  thoroughly  the  present  Franchise  Law, 
which  was  unconstitutionally  promulgated  five 
years  ago,  secures  the  predominance  of  the  large 
landowning  and  other  well-to-do  elements  in  the 
final  college.    Things  were  vastly  different  when 
the  first  two  Dumas  were  elected.     The  law 
which  was  in  force  then,  and  which,  by  a  solemn 
guarantee,  was  only  to  be  altered  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Legislature,  was  by  no  means  perfect 
according  to  the  liberal  ideas  prevalent  in  other 
countries,  but  it  did  give  the  peasants  a  very  real 
share  in   the  nomination  of  deputies.  There 
were  safeguards  then,  as  now,  to  prevent  the 
aristocratic   and   landed   elements   from  being 
swamped  by  the  lower  orders,  and  it  was  for 
this  purpose  that  the  curia  system  was  intro- 
duced ;  but  at  the  same  time  the  peasants  were 
allowed  to  nominate  and  return  by  themselves 
one  deputy  for  every  provincial  constituency, 
and   were    further   endowed    with    very  con- 
siderable   authority   in    the    final    college  for 
the  election  of  the  general  representatives  of 
the   province.      In   those    days    the  peasants 
supplied  over  40  per  cent,  and  the  landowners 
33  per  cent,  of  the  electors  ;   now  the  former 
nominate  but  21  per  cent.,  while  the  latter  form 
over  a  half  of  the  total  number.    Gone,  too,  is 
the  peasants'  privilege  of  nominating  their  own 
deputies  ;  this  power  has  now  been  transferred 
to  the  general  body  of  electors,  among  whom  the 
peasants  constitute  but  an  insignificant  majority. 
In  the  result  130,000  great  landowners  have  it  in 
their  power  to  nominate  by  themselves  a  clear 
majority  of  the  Duma,  and  when  they  are  joined 
(as  they  usually  are)  by  the  magnates  of  the 
first  urban  curia  the  influence  of  the  propertied 
class  becomes  almost   omnipotent ;    while  the 
many  millions  of  peasants  are  rendered  prac- 
tically inarticulate. 

The  fact  is  that  in  the  hands  of  the  authors  of 
the  1907  Electoral  Law  the  curia  system  has  been 
so  manipulated  as  to  give  the  middle  and  lower 
classes  the  appearance  of  taking  an  effective  part 
in  the  elections,  whereas,  except  by  accident, 
their  voice  is  in  reality  inaudible.  The  whole 
arrangement  is  an  elaborate  sham  by  which  the 
Government  seeks  to  preserve  the  fiction  that 
Russia  is  a  Constitutional  country  and  the  Duma 
a  representative  institution.  It  is  of  little  use 
for  the  cantonal  representatives  of  the  peasants 
to  meet  and  elect  delegates  for  the  peasant  curia, 
who  in  turn  choose  electors  for  the  final  college, 
if  in  the  last  resort  their  votes,  even  if  added  to 
the  votes  of  all  the  other  electors,  are  to  be  out- 
numbered by  those  of  the  big  property-owners. 
And  the  iniquities  of  the  curia  system,  according 
to  the  present  law,  are  capable  of  infinite  extension. 
Xot  only  have  the  towns  been  rendered  "  safer  " 
by  splitting  the  qualified  voters  up  into  two 
curiae,  by  which  the  discontent  of  the  middle- 
class  thousands  may  be  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  the  satisfaction  of  the  well-to-do 
hundreds,  but  every  provincial  Governor  has  the 
power  to  subdivide  the  existing  curix,  or  to  form 


new  divisions  based  on  .nationality  or  some  other 
distinction,  wherever  danger  threatens.  The 
disfranchisement  of  the  peasants  is  shared  in  an 
even  greater  degree  by  the  working-men.  Only 
in  factories  where  more  than  fifty  hands  are 
employed  is  there  even  the  pretence  of  represen 
tation ;  and  when  these  workers  have  elected 
their  delegates  to  their  special  curia,  and  the 
latter  have  sent  their  nominees  to  the  final 
college,  it  is  found  that  the  share  in  the  voting 
for  deputies  that  falls  to  their  lot  amounts  to  but 
2  per  cent.  Only  injj  seven  privileged  towns, 
which  between  them  return  twenty  members, 
and  where  the  two  urban  curiie  each  nominate 
their  own  deputies,  is  any  attempt  at  direct  and 
honest  representation  visible  ;  and  even  this  con 
cession  has  been  vitiated  by  the  proviso  that  in 
Warsaw  one  of  the  members  must  represent  the 
Russian  element,  which  is  numerically  an  insig 
nificant  fraction  of  the  population.  The  same 
preferential  treatment  of  Russian  immigrants  is 
to  be  met  with  in  the  border  provinces,  whose 
general  representation  has  been  considerably 
reduced  by  M.  Stolypiu's  cnup  d'etat,  while  the 
Central  Asiatic  district*  have  been  entirely  dis 
franchised. 

Thus  has  the  ground  been  cunningly  pre- 
pared for  the  creation  of  a  Duma  which  shall 
be  "  Russian  in  spirit' — to  quote  the  words  of 
the  Imperial  message  a  ccompanying  the  uncon 
stitutional  Ukase  of  June  ltith,  1907.  A  kind  of 
malignant  filter  has  been  set  in  operation,  specially 
constructed  so  as  to  purge  the  population  of  its 
most  vital  elements  and  to  allow  an  overwhelming- 
proportion  of  impurities  to  trickle  into  the  Duma. 
At  a  time  when  many  of  the  most  civilised 
countries  are  striving  to  improve  their  electoral 
laws  and  to  produce  a  franchise  system  that  shall 
deal  impartially  with  all  sections  of  the  people, 
Russia's  contribution  towards  solving  the  problem 
is  nothing  short  of  an  outrage. 


JEWS   AND   THE  FRANCHISE. 

Senatorial  Interpretation  Robs  Thousands 
of  the  Vote. 


On  September  25th  an  Imperial  Ukase  was  pub- 
lished, embodying  the  reply  made  by  the  Senate  on 
September  18th  to  M.  Makaroff's  interrogation  as  to 
the  franchise  rights  of  those  Jews  living  beyond  the 
Pale  who  only  enjoy  the  "  conditional  "  right  of 
residence.  The  Senate  declares  that  only  those 
Jews  are  entitled  to  the  franchise  who  possess  the 
absolute  right  of  universal  residence  throughout  the 
Empire  or  in  certain  localities,  while  all  the  other 
Jews  who  reside  outside  the  Pale  have  no  claim  to 
the  franchise. 

Although  the  Senate  did  not  give  its  "  interpreta- 
tion ''  until  September  18th,  and  it  was  not  promul- 
gated until  a  week  later,  the  authorities  have  already 
been  striking  the  Jews  off  the  register  on  the  mere 
strength  of  the  Minister's  interrogation,  and  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  exceptions  by  far  exceed  the  rule.  In 
the  second  urban  curia  of  Riga,  for  instance,  out  of 
2,900  voters  at  the  previous  Duma  elections  no  fewer 
than  2,300  have  been  struck  off  the  register. 


ATTACKS    ON  JEWS. 


The  Unionists  of  Kieff  have  used  the  anniversary 
of  the  assassination  of  M.  Stolypin  as  a  suitable 
opportunity  for  organising  violent  attacks  upon  Jews 
in  the  streets  of  the  Podolia  district,  in  which  the 
gangs  of  the  "  Two-Headed  Eagle"  Society  espe- 
cially distinguished  themselves.  Their  organ,  the 
Dvuglavy  Orel,  declared  that  the  most  becoming 
monument  to  the  late  M.  Stolypin  would  be  the  total 
expulsion  of  the  Jews  from  Kieff,  the  "  Jerusalem  "  of 
Little  Russia. 


THE    BLOOD    LIBEL  AGAIN. 

Another  Virulent  Outburst  in  the  "Black 
Hundred  "  Press. 


The  Zemschina,  the  organ  of  one  of  the  wings  of 
the  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  recently  reported 
the  disappearance  of  a  girl  of  eleven,  named  Agatha 
Gorbatova,  who  had  been  in  service  with  a  Jewess, 
Hayah  Leinson,  at  Vitebsk.  The  Russkoc  Znamya, 
which  represents  another  section  of  the  same  organi- 
sation, has  taken  the  matter  up,  and  in  an  article 
headed  "Christians,  Mind  your  Children,"  ridicules 
its  rival  for  the  circumspect  way  in  which  it  reported 
the  occurrence,  and  then  proceeds  : — 

"  We  shall  be  more  bold  and  honest,  and  express 
our  conviction  briefly  and  clearly.  J  i.j.H*B 

"Orthodox  Russian  people,  pray  for  the  unhappy 
little  Agatha  Gorbatova,  who  has  no  doubt  perished 
in  the  same  way  as  Andrusha  Yuschinsky,  and  as 
hundreds  of  other  Christian  children  who  die  in  the 
pitiless  claws  of  Jewish  fanatics.  Pray  for  the 
departed  servant  of  the  Lord,  Agatha,  the  unhappy 
Russian  girl  of  eleven,  who  has  been  tortured  to 
death  for  'the  glory  of  Satan' in  order  to  fill  with 
Christian  blood  the  mysterious  bottles  which  are 
cautiously  sent  from  one  Jewish  synagogue  to 
another. 

"With  us,  who  know  what  Jewish  fanaticism  is, 
there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  poor  little 
Agatha  has  been  tortured  to  death  by  the  Jews 
exactly  in  the  same  way  as  Andrusha  Yuschinsky, 
and  that  her  little  corpse,  from  which  the  blood  has 
been  drained,  will  be  found  just  in  the  same  way,  at 
some  deserted  and  evil  spot.  Seek  in  the  mud  and 
offal-heaps,  unhappy  mother  of  Agatha  Gorbatova, 
and  you  will  find  there  the  body  of  your  daughter, 
which  the  fanatical  assassins  will  not  dare  to  bury  in 
the  ground,  since  this  is  strictly  forbidden  by  the 
diabolical  ritual  of  the  Talmudists.    .    .  . 

"  Remember,  ye  fathers  and  mothers,  that  every 
Christian  boy  or  girl  who  is  placed  in  a  Jewish  house 
stands  in  hourly  danger  of  death." 

The  Case  Against  Beilis. 

According  to  the  Vechemeye  Vremya,  the  Kieff 
Examining  Magistrate,  M.  Maskevich,  has  reported 
to  the  Minister  of  Justice  that  another  supplementary 
inquiry  into  the  case  against  Beilis  will  be  necessary. 
Such  an  inquiry,  however,  is  not  considered  to  be 
probable,  as  it  is  generally  expected  that  the  case 
will  be  dropped  in  the  absence  of  any  inculpating 
evidence  against  the  accused. 

Advocate  Grigorovich-Barsky,  one  of  Beilis's 
counsel,  has  furnished  the  Kieff  District  Court  with 
the  explanation  demanded  of  him  regarding  his 
action  in  signing  the  public  protest  against  the  Blood 
Accusation,  which,  according  to  the  Public  Prose- 
cutor, was  intended  to  influence  public  opinion  and 
the  jury  with  respect  to  the  Beilis  case.  He  repu- 
diates the  insinuation  of  the  Public  Prosecutor  as 
derogatory  to  his  honour,  and  opposed  alike  to  his 
intention  and  to  the  facts.  The  very  text  of  the 
appeal  showed  clearly  that  it  was  evoked  by  the 
circulation  of  a  malicious  calumny  against  the  Jews. 
As  counsel  for  Beilis  he  had  special  grounds  for 
assuming  that  the  appeal  was  in  no  way  inimical 
to  the  ends  of  justice,  being  aware  that  Beilis  had 
not  been  indicted  for  having  murdered  Yuschinsky 
for  a  ritual  purpose.  This  point  had  also  been  con- 
firmed by  the  Court  itself  in  its  decision  of  March 
1st,  1912,  in  which  the  Court  established  that  there 
was  nothing  to  indicate  that  "  the  crime  imputed  to 
Beilis  had  been  committed  by  him  in  the  perform- 
ance of  any  rite  demanded  by  the  doctrines  of  the 
"ewish  religion,  or  of  its  sects." 

The  Advocate's  statement  is  to  be  considered  at  a 
full  sitting  of  the  Court. 


The  police  at  Nijni  have  made  searches  at  the 
houses  of  members  of  the  committee  of  the  Anti- 
Consumption  League. 

A  young  girl  who  was  arrested  in  St.  Petersburg 
owing  to  her  inability  to  produce  a  passport  was  so 
much  affected  by  the  repulsive  and  criminal  sur- 
roundings into  which  she  was  thrust  that  she 
poisoned  herself  at  the  police-station,  and  died  before 
her  identity  could  be  established. 
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HOW    RUSSIA  VOTES 


Complications  and  Iniquities  of  the 
"  Curia  "  System. 


The  number  of  Duma  deputies  to  be  elected 
throughout  the  Russian  Empire  is  442.  With  the 
exception  of  seven  privileged  towns,  Hie  various 
governments  or  provinces  form  the  constituencies. 
The  51  governments  and  five  special  towns  of  Euro- 
pean Russia  proper  elect  between  them  403  members. 
Of  the  other  39,  the  ten  provinces  and  two  special 
towns  of  Poland  elect  14,  the  Caucasus  io,  and 
Asiatic  Russia  15. 

An  examination  of  the  chart  reproduced  below 
will  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  curia  system  of  election 
now  prevailing  under  the  Electoral  Law  which  was 
foisted  upon  the  country  by  the  unconstitutional 
coup  of  June  16th,  1907.  The  differences  between 
this  law  and  that  which  governed  the  elections  for 
the  first  two  Dumas  have  already  been  explained  in 
Darkest  Russia.  Generally  they  consist  in  the 
altered  distribution  of  the  electors  among  the  various 
cuiicv,  the  division  of  the  urban  voters  into  two  curia 
on  the  basis  of  wealth,  the  deprivation  of  the  peasants 
of  the  right  to  nominate  their  own  deputies,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  representation  of  the  border  pro- 
vinces. 

In  every  government  the  population  is  divided  into 
five  curia-,  and,  where  there  is  a  Cossack  population, 
into  six.  The  village  representatives  assemble  in  a 
cantonal  meeting  and  choose  delegates,  who  form 
the  peasant  curia.  In  the  landowners'  curia  the  large 
owners  of  land  and  other  real  property  and  the  mine- 
owners  sit  in  a  body  ;  the  small  owners,  however, 
ha\e  to  meet  first  and  elect  delegates  to  this  curia. 
The  first  urban  curia  is  composed  of  all  those  who  own 
(1)  real  property  in  the  towns  valued  at  1,000  roubles, 
or  at  300  roubles  in  towns  whose  population  does  not 
exceed  20,000 ;  (2)  industrial  concerns  paying  taxes 
on  the  higher  scale.  To  the  second  urban  curia  come 
small  owners  of  real  property,  owners  of  small 
industries  and  persons  who  pay  a  personal  trade  tax, 


persons  who  pay  the  resident's  tax,  persons  in  receipt 
of  a  salary  or  pension  from  the  State,  Zemstvo,  or 
Municipality  (with  the  exception  of  inferior  officials 
and  workmen),  and  occupants  of  flats.  The  last 
qualification,  it  should  be  observed,  is  in  most  cases 
ignored  by  the  authorities.  The  workmen's  curia  is 
composed  of  the  delegates  of  workers  in  factories 
employing  more  than  fifty  hands,  and  of  railway 
employees. 

All  these  curia1  send  representatives  in  fixed  pro- 
portions to  the  final  electoral  college  for  the  whole- 
province,  which  nominates  from  among  its  own 
number  the  members  of  the  Duma.  For  the  fifty- 
one  governments  of  European  Russia  there  are 
altogether  5,161  electors,  of  whom  the  landowners 
form  over  30  per  cent.  The  following  table  shows 
the  number  of  electors  nominated  by  the  different 
curia : — 


Landowners    2>594 

First  urban  curia    738 

Second  urban  curia    570 

Feasants   1.113 

Workmen    112 

Cossacks   34 


In  the  seven  privileged  towns — St.  Petersburg, 
Moscow,  Warsaw,  Kieff,  Lodz,  Riga,  and  Odessa — 
deputies  are  elected  direct  in  equal  proportions  by 
the  two  urban  curia-.  In  this  way  St  Petersburg 
sends  six  members  to  the  Duma,  Moscow  four,  and 
the  other  towns  two  each.  In  Warsaw  one  of  these 
deputies  must  represent  the  small  Russian  population. 

According  to  the  former  Electoral  Law,  before  the 
general  elections  in  the  final  college  were  proceeded 
with,  the  members  of  the  peasant  curia  in  each  pro- 
vince used  to  meet  separately  and  elect  one  Duma 
deputy  out  of  their  own  number.  Now  the  peasant 
members  are  elected  by  the  whole  college,  so  that  the 
landowners  are  usually  able  to  exclude  from  the 
Duma  airy  peasant  who  might  be  disposed  to 
champion  the  interests  of  his  class. 

It  should  be  added  that  the  provincial  Governors 
have  the  power  to  subdivide  the  curia1  at  will  accord- 
ing to  nationality,  property,  and  so  forth.  This,  of 
course,  complicates  the  system  enormously. 


THE   FIRE  EPIDEMIC. 

Why  Russia  Loses  100  Million  Roubles 
a  Year. 

More  than  12,000  serious  tires  have  been  reported 
in  the  Russian  papers  during  the  summer  of  this 
year. 

In  a  report  recently  published  by  the  Central 
Statistical  Committee  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior 
it  is  stated  that  in  the  fifteen  years  from  1893  to  1910 
there  were  well  over  a  million  fires  in  European 
Russia  ;  2,800,000  houses  were  destroyed,  and  the 
damage  done  amounted  to  i\  milliard  roubles  (150 
millions  sterling).  This  gives  an  average  of  73,000 
fires,  the  destruction  of  186,000  houses  and  a  loss  of 
100  million  roubles  every  year.  Of  these  fires  90  per 
cent,  occurred  in  the  villages,  where  the  houses  arc- 
built  of  wood. 

It  is  a  significant  fact  that  fires  have  increased 
regularly  during  the  last  fifty  years,  the  figures  rising 
from  142,789  for  the  decade  1860-69  to  723,918  for 
1900-09.  The  corresponding  loss  rose  from  279  to 
1,089  million  roubles. 

The  chief  causes  of  this  terrible  epidemic,  accord- 
ing to  the  official  report,  are  "  carelessness  in  the 
handling  of  lire,  which  is  connected  with  the  great 
increase  of  drunkenness;  the  lack  of  water  in  the 
villages  ;  and  the  primitive  construction  of  the  flues 
of  chimneys,  which  are  never  inspected,  and  never 
cleaned."  From  the  figures  given  it  appears  that 
more  than  a  third  of  the  fires  were  caused  through 
the  consumption  of  alcohol,  the  monopoly  of  which 
provides  the  Slate  with  nearly  a  third  of  its  revenue. 

Another  third  of  the  fires  (also  according  to  the 
report)  were  due  to  " criminal  intent.'  In  a  period 
of  three  years  there  were  13,888  cases  of  wilful 
incendiarism  jn  the  five  governments  of  Voronej, 
Riazan.  Orel,  Tambov,  and  Saratov.  According  to 
M.  Ermoloff,  a  former  Minister  of  Agriculture,  such 
cases  have  increased  during  the  latter  years  of  the 
"  pacification  "  regime. 

Thus  the  Government  itself  is  obliged  to  confess 
that  its  policy  has  only  resulted  in  an  increase  of 
misery,  violence,  anarchy,  and  gloom  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  Russian  people. 
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NOTES. 


Parties  and  Programmes. 

The  series  of  articles  which  -we  have  been 
publishing  on  the  political  parties  in  Russia,  and 
which  is  brought  to  .1  conclusion  in  the  present 
issue,  presents  a  valuable  survey  of  the  various 
programmes  from  which,  were  the  Russian 
electorate  and  the  Opposition  organisations  alike 
unfettered,  the  people  would  be  at  liberty  to 
choose.  The  number  of  groups  that  have  already, 
in  the  short  space  of  seven  years,  appeared  in  the 
political  firmament  is  sufficiently  large,  and  their 
policies  sufficiently  varied,  to  satisfy  the  most 
exigent  appetite.  What  with  the  Constitutional 
Democrats,  the  Social  Democrats,  the  Progres- 
sists, the  Social  Revolutionists,  and  the  Labour- 
ists on  the  Left,  and  the  Octobrists,  National- 
ists, and  Extreme  Reactionaries  on  the  Right,  it 
is  to  be  feared  indeed  that,  were  political  freedom 
suddenly  achieved  throughout  the  Empire,  the 
electors  would  have  all  their  work  cut  out  to 
master  all  the  different  programmes  presented  to 
them  and  to  decide  to  which  they  should  give 
their  support.  They  are,  however,  spared  the 
trouble  owing  to  the  fact  that  on  the  Opposition 
side  all  organisation  is  forbidden,  so  that  many 
of  the  candidates  can  only  come  before  their 
would-be  constituents  as  individuals  and  not  as 
representatives  of  s  party  or  policy.  For  this 
reason,  too,  it  will  be  impossible  to  define  the 
composition  of  the  fourth  Duma  with  any 
approach  to  accuracy  until  after  it  has  been  in 
session  for  some  little  time,  since  not  till  then 
will  the  majority  of  the  deputies  of  the  Left 
venture  to  declare  the  exact   nature  of  their 


Voteless  Jews. 

The  "interpretation"  just  published  by  the 
Senate,  which  takes  away  the  franchise  from 
those  Jews  who  enjoy  the  "  conditional  "  right  of 
residing  outside  the  Pale  of  Settlement,  and  who 
had  voted  without  hindrance  at  all  the  previous 
I  hima  elections,  affords  a  striking  measure  of  the 
strides  made  by  Reaction  in  Russia  during  the 
last  seven  years.  When  M.  Bulyguin,  in  framing 
his  scheme  of  a  consultative  Duma  in  1905,  pro- 
posed to  exclude  the  Jews  from  the  franchise 
j)ending  the  final  regulation  of  their  status,  the 
suggestion  was  firmly  repudiated  by  the  Council  1 
of  State.    This  body,  which  was  still  in  its  unre- 
formed  days,  pointed  out  that  the  question  of 
revising  the  status  of  the  Jews  had  already  been 
dragging  on  for  a  century,  and  to  postpone  the 
grant  of  the  franchise  until  that  very  dubious 
era  when  its  solution  should  be  accomplished 
would  merely  be  to  shirk  a  decision.    At  the 
same  time,  it  is  interesting  to  note,  the  Council 
of  State  declared  that  "a  refusal  to  give  the 
Jews  the  vote — a  right  which  appeared  to  be 
granted  by  his  Imperial  Majesty  by  the  rescript 
of  March  3rd  to  the  entire  population  of  the 
Empire — would  only  cause  additional  irritation 
to   that    nationality,  which,  by  reason  of  its 
economic  and  legal  condition,  is  already  to  a 
considerable  extent  in  a  state  of  ferment."  Con- 
siderations of  this  nature  no  longer  appeal  to  the 
authorities,  who   do  not  hesitate  to  filch  from 
some  thousands  of  the  population  a  right  which 
they  have  enjoyed  for  seven  years  and  to  which 
the  law  obviously  entitles  them.    But  the  law 
and    the  Senatorial   "  interpretations "   of  the 
law  bear  no  sort  of  relation  to  each  other. 


In  Transition. 

There  is,  naturally,  more  variation  to  be  found 
among  the  different  sections  constituting  the 
Opposition  than  among  the  supporters  of  the 
Government.  On  the  Right  the  Octobrists  and 
the  Nationalists  are  now  firmly  allied,  and  there 
is  practically  nothing  to  choose  between  them  ; 
while  the  Extreme  Reactionaries  provide  a  dis- 
tinction that  is  practically  only  one  of  degree  — 
in  spite  of  the  theatrical  but  not  very  convincing 
fulminations  of  M.  Menshikoff  against  the  "  idiots 
of  the  Right."  On  the  Left,  however,  the  pro- 
grammes of  the  Constitutional  Democrats  and  the 
Social  Democrats,  for  example,  differ  funda- 
mentally, both  in  relation  to  the  Constitution  and 
in  their  attitude  towards  social  questions  ;  and 
the  same  applies  to  the  other  Opposition  groups. 
But  at  present  most  of  the  parties  are  in  a 
state  of  transition,  while  new  ones  are  springing 
into  existence.  The  rise  of  the  Progressists  should 
be  watched  as  a  factor  which  promises  to  play  a 
very  important  part  in  the  future  development 
of  the  Russian  party  system.  As  long,  however, 
as  the  law  remains  in  its  present  state  uniformity 
and  co-operation  outside  the  Duma,  and  therefore 
within  that  assembly,  must  remain  impossibilities 
as  far  as  the  Opposition  is  concerned. 


In  the  House  of  their  Friends. 

Even  the  Government's  own  friends  are  being 
moved  to  protest  against  the  nature  of  the  cam- 
paign that  is  being  waged  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  return  of  Ministerial  candidates ; 
and  some  bitter  things  are  being  said  of  the 
shortsighted  policy  of  the  Administration  in 
driving  into  the  Opposition  camp  elements  which 
are  altogether  opposed  to  revolutionary  ideas. 
Thus  in  the  Novoe  Vremya  M.  Alexis  Stolypin, 
brother  of  the  late  Premier,  writes : — 

"  It  is  difficult  to  decide  where  they  [the  autho- 
rities] exhibit  more  zeal— centrally  or  locally. 
The  Governors  are  evidently  building  up  their 
careers  on  the  elections,  and  are  all  too  intent 
upon  distinguishing  themselves,  while  there  is 
no  restraining  influence  over  them.  In  conse- 
quence lamentation,  or,  what  is  worse,  laughter, 
echoes  throughout  Russia.  The  methods  of 
pressure  exercised  on  the  electors  and  the 
hunting  down  of  undesirable  deputies  are 
becoming  proverbial,  and  circulate  as  typical 
and  humorous  anecdotes." 

In  the  same  paper  M.  Menshikoff  deplores  the 
absence  of  that  "  joyful  animation  "  by  which  a 
General  Election  should  be  accompanied,  and 
draws  attention  to  the  "  uneasy  feeling  "  that  is 
prevalent  among  the  people,  who  now,  he  declares, 
fear  a  reactionary  Duma  just  as  they  used  to 
fear  a  revolutionary  assembly.  We  are  more 
than  a  little  doubtful  as  to  the  complete  accuracy 
of  M.  MenshikofFs  diagnosis  of  the  former  senti- 
ments of  the  country,  but  there  can  be  no  mis- 
taking the  fact  that  the  supporters  of  the  Ministry 
are  beginning  to  realise  the  mistake  that  is  being 
made.  We  are  yet  hopeful  that  the  fear  of  public 
opinion  will  some  day  lead  to  real  reform. 


guilt  of  Beilis  (or,  if  not  of  Beilis,  of  some  other 
Jew)  and  the  perpetration  of  a  murder  for  reli- 
gious purposes  to  be  beyond  question,  but  it 
actually  uses  the  Kieff  affair  as  providing  proof 
by  implication  of  Jewish  criminality    111  other 
cases.     That  is  the  method  of  reasoning  which 
the  Eusshoe%Znamya  brings  to  bear  upon  the 
alleged  disappearance  of  a  little  girl  who  was  m 
the  service  of  a  Jewess  at  Vitebsk.    "  Orthodox 
Russian   people,"   it   exhorts,     "pray   for  the 
unhappy  little  Agatha  Gorbatova,  who  has  no 
doubt   perished  in  the  same  way  as  Andrusha 
Yuschinsky,  and  as  hundreds  of  other  Christian 
children  who  die  in  the  pitiless  claws  of  Jewish 
fanatics."     Such  are  the  tactics  and  such  the 
public    policy    pursued   by  the  Union  of  the 
Russian  people,  which  runs  the  Rusksoe  Znamya. 
And  the  Union  has  just  received  the  Imperial 
sanction  for  its  amended  statutes,  and  is  thus  a 
legally  recognised  political  organisation,  while  a 
Parliamentary    body    like    the  Constitutional 
Democrats  is  still  outlawed.     The  programmes 
of  these  two  institutions  set  out  side  by  side  would 
afford  a  piquant  contrast. 

THE  SIBERIAN  PRISON  SUICIDES. 

A  Political  Prisoner's  Description  of 
the  Tragedy. 

One  of  the  political  prisoners  confined  at  Kuta- 
marskoye  has  sent  a  letter  to  the  Znamya  Tiuda  on 
the  tragedy  which  was  recently  enacted  in  that 
prison.  He  traces  the  trouble  to  the  visit  on  August 
27th  of  Chief  Inspector  Sementkovsky,  whose 
questions  the  political  prisoners  refused  to  answer 
on  account  of  his  insulting  manner.  One  of  them, 
Brillian,  told  him  that  he  must  first  learn  to  be  civil. 
Two  days  later  Brillian  was  ordered  to  leave  his  cell, 
and  on  declining  to  do  so  was  first  cruelly  beaten  by 
the  warders  and  their  escort,  and  then  dragged  to  a 
storeroom,  where  he  was  flogged.  In  their  indigna- 
tion at  these  proceedings  two  of  the  prisoners  under- 
going solitary  confinement,  Moshkin  and  Mikhailoff, 
took  poison  the  very  same  night  ;  they  did  not, 
however,  succeed  in  their  purpose,  Moshkin 
recovering  and  Mikhailoff  becoming  insane.  Six 
other  prisoners  in  the  common  wards  also  took 
poison,  which  caused  them  terrible  torture  without 
causing  death.  Later,  three  of  them,  Rychkoff, 
Leibason,  and  Masloff,  put  an  end  to  their  sufferings 
by  opening  their  veins.  On  the  following  day  the 
prisoner  Puchalski  poisoned  himself  and  died  on 
the  way  to  the  infirmary,  and  all  four  were  buried 
in  a  common  grave.  The  Governor  of  the  convict 
prison,  Golovkin,  remarked  :  "  It  is  your  business  to 
die  and  mine  to  bury  you." 
The  letter  concludes  : — 

"  The  others  are  still  alive,  but  who  knows  for  how 
long  ?  Every  morning  one  expects,  in  fear  and 
trembling,  to  hear  who  are  the  latest  victims,  and 
awaits  his  own  turn." 

Chief  Inspector  Sementkovsky,  who  has  already 
returned  to  St.  Petersburg,  has  declined  to  express 
any  opinion  on  the  matter  before  presenting  his 
report  to  the  Premier  and  M.  Makaroff.  He  denies, 
however,  any  share  in  the  iragedy,  as  he  did  not 
give  the  order  for  flogging,  and  was  some  distance 
away  from  the  spot  when  those  events  took  place. 


On  the  Blood  Trail. 

Those  who  imagined  that  the  utter  failure  of 
the  "  Black  Hundred  "  gentry  in  and  out  of  office 
to  establish  the  smallest  item  of  proof  in  the 
Kieff  "  ritual  murder  "  charge  would  cause  these 
calumniators  even  a  temporary  embarrassment 
wrere  reckoning  without  the  fact  that  in  the  pur- 
suit of  its  campaign  the  Union  of  the  Russian 
People  recognises  no  limits  of  an}'  kind.  Not 
only  does  this  organisation  openly  proclaim  the 


ELECTION  ITEMS. 


The  first  stage  of  the  election  proceedings  in  the 
governments  of  Warsaw  and  of  Lublin  took  place  on 
September  23rd,  when  the  delegates  from  the  com- 
munes were  elected  in  these  two  governments,  while 
in  Warsaw  the  factory  delegates  were  elected  on  the 
same  day. 

The  electoral  meeting  of  the  Progressists  at  Saratov 
was  closed  by  the  Commissary  of  Police.  The  meet- 
ing of  "  Unionists,"  on  the  other  hand,  was  allowed 
to  be  held,  and,  when  the  Commissary  once  attempted 
to  interrupt  one  of  the  speakers,  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting  compelled  him  to  apologise. 

According  to  a  telegram  from  St.  Petersburg,  the 
Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Kharuzin,  has 
sent  secret  instructions  to  the  Governor  of  Wilna  to 
secure  the  return  M.Zamyslovsky,  the  notorious  anti- 
Semite,  to  the  Duma. 

Father  Vostorgoff,  of  Moscow,  co-founder  with 
Dr.  Dubrovin  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People, 
has  declared  himself  against  the  participation  of  the 
clergy  in  the  Duma,  on  the  ground  that  provincial 
clergymen  cannot  grasp  questions  of  world  politics, 
national  defence,  or  finance.  According  to  his 
prediction,  the  fourth  Duma  will  not  contain  more 
than  sixty  clergymen  and  one  prelate  (Bishop 
Eulogius),  while  the  Progressive  deputies  will  form 
the  majority. 
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POLITICAL  PARTIES  IN  RUSSIA. 

IV.*    The  Groups  Constituting  the  Right. 


The  previous  articles  of  this  series  having  dealt 
with  the  various  political  sections  composing  the  Left 
and  Centre,  it  now  only  remains  for  us  J.0  give  a  brief 
description  of  the  parties  forming  the  Right,  con- 
fining ourselves  to  the  three  principal  groups— the 
Octobrists,  or  party  of  October  30th,  the  Nationalists, 
and  the  party  of  the  Extreme  Right,  the  two  last- 
named  being  often  lumped  together  under  the 
ominous  sobriquet  of  the  "  Black  Hundreds." 

Octobrists  Who  Belie  their  Origin. 

One  might  well  assume,  from  its  official  designa- 
tion, that  the  party  of  October  30th  is  a  Constitutional 
party,  for  it  derives  its  name  from  the  historic  Mani- 
festo of  October  30th,  1905,  which  proclaimed  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty  and  of  a  real  legislative 
power  vested  in  the  people.  In  reality,  however, 
this  party  is  wholly  reactionary,  and  its  acts  belie  its 
name.  It  may,  indeed,  be  said  without  exaggeration 
that  it  is  called  the  party  of  October  30th  just  because 
of  its  opposition  to  all  the  principles  of  that  Manifesto, 
and  for  this  reason  their  opponents  declare  that  the 
Octobrists  ought  properly  to  be  styled  the  party  of 
June  r6th  (the  date  in  1907  of  the  anti-Constitutional 
change  in  the  Electoral  Law),  or  the  "  party  of  the 
latest  Government  decree.'1 

"  Whatever  Happens,  notaStep  in  Advance!" 

The  Octobrist  party  was  officially  founded  at  the 
end  of  1905,  but  the  central  group  which  organised  it 
had  already  been  in  existence  for  some  time,  and 
combined  those  provincial  elements  which  found  the 
opinions  of  the  Constitutional  Democrats  too 
advanced.  From  the  moment  of  its  birth  the  party 
became  the  firm  ally  of  the  Government  in  its 
defence  of  "  order "  against  the  revolutionary 
elements,  and  speedily  changed  its  watchword 
from  "  Long  live  the  Manifesto  of  October  30th  !  "to 
"  Whatever  happens,  not  a  step  in  advance  ! "  Heed- 
less of  its  origin,  it  has  always  blindly  followed  the 
lead  of  the  Government,  and  those  members  of  the 
party  who  remained  true  to  its  principles  were  either 
compelled  to  leave  it,  like  Count  Heiden  and  M. 
Chipoff,  or  to  retire  into  the  background,  as  did 
M.  Chomiakoff,  the  former  President  of  the  Duma, 
leaving  the  direction  of  the  party  to  such  political 
adventurers  as  M.  Gutchkoff,  or  to  notorious 
reactionaries  like  M.  Choubinsky  and  Count  Tisen- 
hausen. 

Party  Programme  versus  Party  Practice. 

It  is  impossible  to  characterise  the  Nationalist 
party  from  its  programme,  which  indeed  cannot  be 
taken  seriously,  and  is  evidently  only  designed  to 
throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  practice  in  this 
case  being  generally  in  exact  opposition  to  precept. 
Thus  the  programme  proclaims  "  absolute  equality 
before  the  law  for  all  Russian  citizens,"  while  in 
practice  the  Octobrists  have  always  supported,  and 
still  support,  all  Government  measures  against  the 
Jews,  Poles,  and  Finns  and  other  oppressed  nation- 
alities. The  programme  declares  that  Finland 
"  occupies  an  exceptional  position,  giving  it  a  right 
to  autonomous  government,"  and  yet  the  party  voted 
with  the  Government  on  the  proposal  to  abolish  this 
very  autonomy.  The  programme  advocates  a  partial 
confiscation  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  State  and 
the  great  landowners  in  order  to  satisfy  the  pressing 
needs  of  the  peasantry,  but  this  did  not  prevent  the 
party  from  voting  for  the  law  devised  to  destroy  the 
rural  commune.  The  programme  demands  the 
control  and  reorganisation  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
and  the  party  voted  away  ^50,000,000  for  a  new 
Navy  to  a  corrupt  Government  subject  to  no  control 
whatever.  Finally  the  programme  proclaims  the 
doctrine  of  liberty  and  demands  "  the  progressive 
development  of  the  franchise,"  while  the  party 
applauded  the  coup  d'etat  of  June  16th,  which  indeed 
gave  it  a  majority  in  the  Duma. 

In  the  first  Duma  there  were  only  thirteen  Octo- 
brists, in  the  second  forty-three,  while  in  the  third 
there  were  153.  Thus  the  anti-Constitutional  Act 
definitely  united  the  two  allies — the  reactionary 
Government  and  the  party  which  had  originally  pro- 
claimed the  defence  of  the  Manifesto,  but  has  become 
in  reality  the  devoted  slave  of  the  Reaction. 

The  Persecuting  Zeal  of  tho  Nationalists. 

The  Nationalists,  the  second  party  of  the  Right, 
are  of  very  recent  date,  the  party  having  been  formed 
under  the  ;cgis  of  M.  Stolypin  during  the  third  Duma. 
Until  then  the  late  Premier  had  relied  for  a  working 
majority  upon  the  Octobrists,  but  in  spite  of  the  sub- 
missive devotion  of  that  party  it  had  become  "  too 
advanced  "  in  his  eyes,  and  he  felt  the  necessity  of  a 
purely  Ministerial  group  in  the  Duma.  Hence 
originated  the  Nationalist  party,  which  was  com- 
posed of  Octobrists  of  the  Right,  certain  elements 


•Previous  articles  appeared  in  Uakkest  Ri  ssia  on 
August  21st,  September  nth,  arul  September  iKth. 


of  the  Extreme  Righi,  and  perfervid  reactionaries 
belonging  to  no  particular  party. 

Properly  speaking,  the  Nationalist  parly  has  no 
programme,  the  only  approach  to  one  being  the 
motto  devised  by  its  leader,  Count  Bobrinsky — 
"  Russia  for  the  Russian-.''  Following  its  watchword, 
the  party  wages  a  merciless  war  against  the  Poles, 
Jews,  Caucasians,  Finns,  and  other  non-Russian 
nationalities.  All  the  Government  proposals  demand- 
ing further  persecutions  of  non-Russians  are  warmly 
welcomed  by  the  Nationalists,  these  faithful  hench- 
men, indeed,  sometimes  going  too  far  and  compel- 
ling their  masters  to  restrain  them.  Thus  they  con- 
ceived the  famous  proiect  of  the  "  nationalisation  of 
credit,"  which  threatened  to  destroy  the  whole 
economic  life  of  Russia,  and,  to  their  mortification, 
was  promptly  quashed.  The  attitude  of  the  party 
may  be  sufficiently  gauged  from  the  fact  that  its 
ablest  exponent  is  none  other  than  M.  Menshikoff, 
the  well-known  anti-Semite  of  the  Suroe  Vremya. 

In  the  third  Duma  the  Nationalist  party  had  some 
ninety  representatives,  but  its  future  in  the  fourth 
Duma  promises  to  be  much  more  brilliant,  for  this 
party  is  the  particular  favourite  of  the  Government. 

The  Extreme  Bight  and  its  Sinister  Origin. 

The  party  of  the  Extreme  Right  differs  very  little, 
in  its  manifestations  in  the  Duma,  from  the 
Nationalists.  The  only  distinction  seems  to  be  that 
the  representatives  of  the  Extreme  Right  are  more 
sincere  on  the  one  hand,  and  still  less  cultured  on  the 
other.  The  Nationalists  continue  to  speak  of  a 
"Constitutional  Absolutism,"  while  the  members  of 
the  Extreme  Right  openly  flout  the  Duma  and 
demand  the  restoration  of  the  Autocracy  in  its  original 
form.  The  party  is  the  offspring  of  the  pogrom 
period,  when  the  police  made  a  regular  propaganda 
among  the  dregs  of  the  population  and  organised 
periodical  massacres  of  Jews  with  the  object  of 
breaking  up  the  Revolutionary  movement.  After 
the  Manifesto  of  October  30th,  1905,  another  series 
of  massacres  of  Jews  and  intellectuals  was  carried 
out,  and  it  then  occurred  to  the  leaders  to  organise 
the  hooligans  and  criminals  who  did  their  dirty  work 
as  a  permanent  "  political  group,"  to  counterbalance 
the  Revolutionary  organisations.  With  this  aim  in 
view,  they  founded  the  •'  Union  of  the  Rusiian 
People,"  and  later  on  the  "  Union  of  the  Archangel 
Michael."  These  unions  formed  a  strange  alliance 
between  the  reactionaries  of  the  highest  aristocracy, 
including  members  of  the  Court  circles,  and  hired 
assassins,  apaches,  and  the  scum  of  society  gene- 
rally. The  unholy  alliance  was  further  recruited 
from  the  ranks  of  sharpers,  shady  business  men, 
officials  guilty  of  embezzlement,  and  other  persons 
of  evil  repute,  and  while  their  banners  bear  the 
device  "Absolutism,  the  Orthodox  Religion,  and  the 
Nation,"  they  are  animated  solely  by  the  lust  for 
gain,  the  desire  to  batten  on  corruption. 

Terrorists  Under  High  Protection. 

Unless  one  has  lived  in  Russia  and  is  conversant 
with  the  strange  conditions  prevailing  there,  it  is 
impossible  to  conceive  what  vile  deeds  these  indi- 
viduals are  capable  of  perpetrating,  shielded  from  the 
law  by  their  "  high  protectors."  It  was  these  groups 
who  organised  the  assassination  of  the  Progressive 
deputies — of  Herzenstein,  the  journalist  Jollos,  and 
Dr.  Karavayeff — and  the  murderers  were  allowed  to 
go  free  and  unmolested,  although  their  names  were 
known  to  every  one.  It  is  they,  again,  who  are 
responsible  for  promoting  the  agitation  apropos  of 
"  ritual  murder."  The  Black  Hundreds  can  do  what 
they  please  in  the  provinces  and  the  prefects  are 
powerless  to  check  them,  since  they  are  protected 
from  above.  Even  the  Ministers  who  utilise  their 
services  have  to  humour  them,  for  they  are  in  direct 
touch  with  the  Court  camarilla  and  know  how  to 
circumvent  the  highest  officials  in  the  land.  Pro- 
vided a  murderer  or  criminal  is  a  member  of  the 
Union  of  the  Russian  People  or  the  Union  of  the 
Archangel  Michael,  he  may  count  upon  being 
pardoned  and  all  his  crimes  forgotten.  The  organisa- 
tion, it  may  be  added,  includes  a  number  of  high 
Orthodox  Church  dignitaries. 

In  the  first  Duma  the  Extreme  Right  did  not 
figure.  In  the  second  Duma  the  party  had  twelve 
representatives,  and  forty-nine  in  the  third.  The 
leaders  are  all  noted  for  the  coarseness  of  their 
language,  their  trucuknee,  insolence,  and  ignorance. 
Such  persons  as  Markoff  junior,  Zamyslovsky,  and 
above  all  Purishkevitch  are  renowned  for  these  quali- 
ties. The  name  of  Purishkevitch,  indeed,  lias  become 
throughout  Russia  a  synonym  for  one  who  is  ever 
ready  to  revile  all  that  is  good  and  noble. 

Such,  in  brief,  are  the  parties  of  the  Right,  the 
masters  of  the  situation  in  contemporary  Russia. 

N.  A. 


The  police  at  Byalystok  have  carried  out  searches 
at  the  residences  of  the  local  Zionists. 

By  an  Imperial  Ukuse,  the  state  of  Extraordinary 
or  Increased  Okhrana  has  been  renewed  for  a  large 
number  of  districts,  as  well  as  for  special  townships 
and  entire  provinces. 


CAUSES    OF  MUTINY. 

Outrages  on  Soldiers  and  Sailors  by  their 
Officers. 

The  Russian  papers  are  continually  publishing 
reports  of  mutinies  in  the  Army  and  in  the  Navy, and 
of  the  murder  of  officers  by  their  men.  The  other 
side  of  the  picture  was  presented  two  years  ago  in 
the  third  Duma,  when  Deputy  Kusnetsoff  brought 
forward  the  protest  of  20,000  sailors  at  Kronstadt. 
Among  the  episodes  to  which  he  referred  may  be 
mentioned  the  case  of  an  ensign  who  struck  his 
orderly  in  the  face,  to  which  the  latter  replied  by 
shooting  him  in  the  head  with  his  revolver  and  then 
committing  suicide  ;  or  of  the  officer  who  ordered  a 
sailor  to  be  beaten  with  the  butt-end  of  a  musket 
because,  owing  to  a  pain  in  the  loins,  he  was  unable 
to  run  up  and  down  a  ladder  ten  times  in  succession, 
the  man  subsequently  being  hurled  from  the  top  of 
a  bridge,  striking  his  head  against  an  iron  bar,  and 
expiring. 

In  191 1  and  1912  two  other  deputies  endeavoured 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  War  to 
another  series  of  facts,  which  showed  that  both  in 
the  Army  and  in  the  Navy  the  human  dignity  of  the 
men  was  systematically  outraged,  thus  provoking 
wholesale  desertions.  In  191 1,  out  of  450,000  men 
there  were  about  40,000  deserters.  The  deputies 
who  made  these  revelations  were  called  to  order 
and  excluded  from  the  Duma  for  fifteen  sittings  ; 
but  the  inquiry  ordered  by  the  Minister  proved  the 
accuracy  of  their  charges,  and  54  instructors  were 
brought  before  a  court-martial.  The  indictment 
stated  that  the  instructors  committed  the  offences 
with  which  they  were  charged  "  in  order  to  amuse 
themselves,"  and  they  were  all  acquitted. 

This  will  explain  why  in  the  Russian  Army  and 
Navy  suicides,  desertions,  and  terroristic  acts  of 
revenge  occur  with  such  appalling  frequency,  and 
why  the  men  often  mutilate  themselves  in  order  to 
escape  service.  It  must  be  observed  that  the  mutinies 
which  have  taken  place  are  by  no  means  the  work  of 
the  Revolutionary  elements.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Revolutionary  Press  has  exhorted  the  soldiers  and 
sailors  not  to  dissipate  their  energies  on  sporadic 
revolts,  but  to  endure  all  their  tortures  with  patience 
until  the  day  when  the  nation,  awakened  from  its 
torpor,  can  join  itself  to  the  Army  and  carry  through 
the  Revolution. 


SUPPRESSION   OF  THE  PRESS. 


The  trial  of  the  editors  of  the  Kurjer  Polski,  Dzien, 
and  Slowo,  of  Warsaw,  for  the  publication  at  the 
time  of  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Duma  in  December 
last  by  Deputy  Nakonieczny  on  the  Holm  Detach- 
ment Bill,  commenced  on  September  28th.  The  case 
of  the  Kurjer  Warszau-ski  for  the  same  offence  has 
been  adjourned,  as  accused  demanded  the  appear- 
ance of  Dr.  Nakonieczny  as  a  witness.  The  issues  of 
these  papers  which  contained  the  speech  were  con- 
fiscated immediately  on  their  publication. 

The  Arcliangclsk  has  been  fined  500  roubles  by  the 
Governor  of  Archangel  for  two  articles,  entitled 
"  Peasant  Arithmetic"  and  "The  Stolypin  Monu- 
ment.'' 

Advocate  Parszyn,  the  editor  of  the  Warszaws^ie 
Sloico,  has  been  sentenced  in  his  absence  to  three 
days'  imprisonment  and  a  fine  of  15  roubles  for  the 
publication  of  a  paragraph  on  Count  Witte:s  audience 
of  the  Tsar  at  Tsarskoe  Selo. 

The  editor  of  the  Turkestan  Courier,  of  Tashkent, 
has  been  fined  300  roubles  for  reprinting  from  the 
metropolitan  papers  Advocate  Kerensky's  statements 
on  the  Lena  events. 

The  High  Court  of  Odessa  has  sentenced  M.  Soko- 
lovsky,  the  editor  of  the  Odcsskia  Novosli,  to  confine- 
ment in  a  fortress  for  the  term  of  eighteen  months 
for  the  publication  of  an  interview  with  the  peasant 
Deputy  M.  Gulkin,  in  virtue  of  Article  29  of  the 
Penal  Code. 

The  editor  of  the  Obschestvenno-Nauchnaya  Biblio- 
teka  (Social  Science  Library),  of  Odessa,  and  one  of 
its  contributors  have  been  sentenced,  in  virtue  of  the 
same  Article,  to  one  year's  imprisonment  in  a 
fortress. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Sibirskie  Voprossy  has  been 
confiscated  for  the  publication  of  an  article  entitled 
"  Sketches  of  Siberian  Life." 


THE      PLUNGING  GENERAL.'' 


The  trial  of  Major-Gencral  Ukhach-Ogorovich  has 
commenced  before  a  specially  composed  Court- 
Martial  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Military  District.  The 
"  plunging  General,"  as  he  was  nicknamed  by  his 
favourite  contractors,  was  the  head  of  the  transport 
service  in  Manchuria  at  the  time  of  the  Japanese 
War,  when  he  is  said  to  have  made  a  fortune  out  of 
the  Army  contracts. 
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THE    KETTLE  AND  THE  POT. 


'•  Our  attitude  in  the  Near  East  is  regulated 
by  the  necessity  of  freeing  our  fellow  Orthodox 
Churchmen  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Porte. 
Things  cannot  go  on  much  longer  as  they  have 
been  going  on  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  ; 
they  are  no  better  now  under  a  Constitutional 
Government  than  they  were  under  the  ex-Sultan 
Abdul  Hamid.  Turkey  will  never  introduce 
reforms  of  her  own  free  will.  .  .  .  Armenia 
and  Macedonia  are  now  oppressed  beyond 
measure."  These  are  the  words  of  a  prominent 
Russian  diplomatist  who  has  been  interviewed 
for  the  Birmingham  Pod.  It  is  certainly  very 
interesting  to  have  Russia's  attitude  towards  the 
Balkan  crisis  so  clearly  expounded.  She  is 
moved  by  the  compelling  call  of  religious  brother- 
hood to  free  her  "  fellow  Orthodox  Churchmen  " 
from  tyranny."  We  do  not  know  for  which  of 
the  particular  brands  of  Orthodoxy  that  are 
prevalent,  in  Macedonia  Russia's  championship 
is  intended  ;  but  it  would  be  instructive  to  dis- 
cover whether  she  feels  as  warmly  disposed 
towards  each  of  these  various  sects  as  she  does, 
for  instance,  towards  the  Old  Believers,  an 
Orthodox  branch  of  her  own  subjects  who  stand 
for  the  original  doctrines  of  the  Greek  Church, 
upA  who  in  fdnsfinnppcft  >>nvp  been  made  to 
suffer  from  the  heavy  hand  of  repression ;  or 
towards  the  Orthodox  Georgian  Church,  which 
the  Holy  Synod  has  subjected  to  every  species  of 
insult  and  mockery,  and  which  has  been  shame- 
fully robbed  of  its  most  valuable  and  sacred 
possessions.  It  is  a  fine  thing  to  be  conscious  of 
the  kinship  of  faith  ;  but  we  find  it  extremely 
difficult  to  believe  that  Russia  can  be  inspired  by 
this  sentiment  towards  the  Christians  of  Armenia 
and  Macedonia  when  she  displays  so  contrary  a 
disposition  towards  millions  of  her  own  Orthodox 
population. 

The  tyranny  of  the  Porte "  of  which  the 
Russian  diplomatist  complains  is,  of  course,  a 
very  real  thing,  and  Armenia  and  Macedonia  are 
grievously  oppressed — but  not  "beyond  measure." 
That  distinction  is  reserved  for  Russia's  own 
captive  nationalities — for  Finland,  for  Poland, 
for  the  Caucasus,  for  Little  Russia,  and  some 
day.  perhaps,  for  Northern  Persia.  The  accusing 
pot  is  infinitely  blacker  than  the  incriminated 
kettle.  Possibly  the  similarity  of  complexion  is 
to  be  explained  on  the  hypothesis  that  the 
Russians  are  of  the  same  Mongol  breed  as  the 
Turks,  and  that  therefore  the  zeal  for  persecution 
which  both  display  is  a  family  failing ;  inci 
dentally,  this  hypothesis  would  deprive  Russia 
of  her  special  title,  as  a  Slav  nation,  to  intervene 
with  Turkey  on  behalf  of  her  kinsmen.  But, 
whatever  be  the  soundness  of  the  theory  and  its 
application,  the  fact  remains  beyond  all  dispute 
that  in  Russia  oppression,  both  political  and 
religious,  is  heavier  and  more  widespread  than 
in  any  other  country  in  the  world,  and  that 
millions  of  Christians  (to  say  nothing  of  Jews) 
suffer  under  her  misrule.  How  comes  it,  then, 
that  the  Christian  conscience  of  Europe — that 
very  fickle  phenomenon — has  not  been  effectively 
moved  to  protest  against  this  unhappy  state  of 
affairs  ?  Why  can  Turkey  or  Peru  be  coerced 
at  need,  but  Russia  never  ? 

It  is  not  easy  to  find  a  reasonable  answer  to 
these  questions.     True,  with  regard  to  Russia 


there  are  no  Treaty  rights  of  intervention ;  but 
we  confess  we  are  irreveri  nt  enough  to  scoff  at 
the  sanctity  of  Treaty  rig.  its,  which  Europe  as  a 
rule — and  particularly  in  :he  case  of  the  Treaty 
of  Berlin — finds  it  most  convenient  to  ignore. 
Besides,  what  standing  dt  es  this  policy  of  "  no 
intervention  "  possess  ?  Since  when  has  it 
become  an  established  and  accepted  article  of 
belief  that  no  country  may  raise  a  finger  or  a 
voice  in  protest  against  the  internal  misgovern- 
ment  of  another  country  unless  it  is  in  possession 
of  Treaty  rights  ?  In  England,  at  any  rate, 
such  a  theory  has  only  teen  formulated  within 
very  recent  years.  Almost  to  the  end  of  the 
nineteenth  century  our  foreign  policy  was,  if  not 
governed,  at  least  affected  by  the  Cromwellian 
principle  that  indifterer.ee  to  crimes  against 
universal  humanity  committed  abroad  was 
a  "  great  sin,"'  while  the  "  deeper  sin " 
of  wilfully  closing  our  eyes  to  such  things 
"  from  policy  or  ambition  "  was  never  even  con- 
ceived. For  years  we  held  ourselves  aloof 
from  Russia,  partly  because  her  gross  oppression 
of  her  subjects  shocked  lour  conscience.  Then 
came  a  time  when  policy  argued  the  benefit  of 
an  Anglo-Russian  understanding.  But  before  we 
finally  committed  ourselves  to  the  Entente,  why 
did  we  not  lay  it  down  as  an  indispensable  con- 
dition of  its  existence  and  continuance  that  Russia 
should  remove  for  ever"^ne  scandal  of  her  mis- 
rule ?  Because  by  that  time  it  had  come  to  be 
considered  an  international  impropriety  to  display 
an  interest  in  the  domestic  concerns  of  another 
country — unless  you  had  "  Treaty  rights  "  at 
your  back ,  or  the  other  country  was  too  small 
and  weak  to  resent  your  interference.  And  so, 
while  the  oppression  of  some  thousands  of  Chris- 
tians by  Turkey  can  set  Europe  in  an  uproar, 
the  far  worse  persecution  of  millions  of  Chris- 
tians by  Russia  receives  not  the  mildest  protest. 
Truly,  in  international  politics  cynicism  has 
attained  its  canonisation. 


JEWISH  EXPULSIONS. 

Russian   Manufacturers'   Protest  Against 
Injury  to  Trade. 


The  Moscow  Manufacturers' Association  has  joined 
the  protest  of  the  Exchange  Committees  of  Nijni, 
Yaroslavl,  and  Ekaterinoslav  against  the  expulsion  of 
Jews  from  the  towns  outside  the  Pale.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  Association  has  presented  to  the  Premier 
a  report  on  the  subject  showing  the  losses  sustained 
by  Russian  trade  and  industry  in  consequence  of 
those  expulsions. 

In  consequence  of  an  appeal  by  two  Jewish 
merchants,  who  had  been  expelled  from  Kursk,  M. 
Makaroff  has  ordered  Governor  Muratoff  to  stop  the 
wholesale  expulsion  of  Jews  from  that  province,  and 
to  submit  each  case  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior 
for  consideration. 

On  the  other  hand,  about  20,000  Jews  are  about  to 
be  expelled  from  Nikolayev,  where  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  Police  issued  strict  orders  to  that  effect 
on  the  eve  of  the  Jewish  Day  of  Atonement. 


The  University  of  St.  Petersburg  has  been  sur- 
rounded by  police  and  Cossacks  during  the  last  few 
days  in  consequence  of  student  disturbances.  There 
were  demonstrations  in  memory  of  the  political 
prisoners  who  recently  committed  suicide  at  Kuta- 
marskoye  and  elsewhere,  but  attempts  to  sing  revo- 
lutionary songs  were  suppressed.  On  Monday  a 
detachment  of  police  was  posted  inside  the  Univer- 
sity buildings  during  the  lectures  of  some  of  the 
professors. 


POLITICAL  PORTRAITS. 

I.    Count  V.  Bobrinsky. 

Count  V.  A.  Bobrinsky,  one  of  the  leading  Russian 
Nationalists,  who  is  standing  for  the  Duma  at  Tula, 
was  educated  in  England,  at  Cambridge  University. 
His  father,  who  was  Minister  of  Ways  and  Commu- 
nications under  Alexander  II.,  was  a  Liberal,  and  in 
his  early  youth  Count  V.  Bobrinsky  held  similar 
views.  On  his  return  from  England  he  served  in  the 
Army  as  an  officer  of  Hussars.  But  military  service 
did  not  satisfy  him.  With  tears  in  his  eyes  he  would 
speak  of  the  unhappy  lot  of  the  peasants.  In  his 
own  circle  he  was  called  the  "  regenerate  squire," 
since  he  declared  his  desire  to  consecrate  himself  to 
the  service  of  the  people.  He  soon  left  the  Army 
and  entered  the  Zemstvo,  where  he  became  chair- 
man of  the  executive  for  the  district  of  Bogoroditsk. 
Several  liberal  works  were  undertaken  on  his 
initiative.  He  founded  schools.  The  Administra- 
tion regarded  him  with  a  troubled  eye. 

Proclaimed,  a  "  Red." 
In  189S  he  worked  heroically  for  the  relief  of  the 
famine  in  his  district  ;  and  the  Administration  showed 
its  teeth.  The  Count  protested,  and  published  in  a 
Liberal  journal  an  open  letter  in  which  he  accused 
the  Government  of  indifference  towards  the  terrible 
misery  of  the  people.  The  letter  made  a  sensation, 
and  the  Count  was  punished  by  having  his  papers  of 
nobility  endorsed  with  a  reprimand.  After  that  his 
reputation  grew  rapidly ;  he  became  a  Liberal 
celebrity.  The  Administration  now  cast  both  its 
eyes  upon  him.    He  was  proclaimed  a  "  Red." 

In  such  high  repute  was  he  as  a  Liberal  that  in  the 
summer  of  1905,  after  the  signing  of  the  Treaty  of 
Portsmouth,  he  was  invited  to  the  famous  meeting 
of  Zemstvo  members  which  deputed  Prince  S. 
Trubetskoi  to  go  to  Tsarskoe  Selo  and  present  to  the 
Tsar  the  demands  of  the  Liberals.  But  the  Count 
did  not  attend  the  meeting.  His  reply  to  the  invita- 
tion was  to  publish  an  appeal  to  the  aristocracy  of 
the  government  of  Tula  urging  them  to  light  against — 
the  Revolution  !    What  had  happened  ? 

The  Transformation. 
The  peasants  had  fired  his  estate.  The  Count  had 
received,  in  the  Russian  phrase,  "a  visit  from  the  red 
cock,"  which  had  transformed  him  into  a  "black" 
seigneur.  He  joined  M.  Khvostoff,  then  Vice- 
Governor  of  Tula,  and  at  present  Governor  of  Nijni- 
Novgorod.  Together  they  organised  a  Union  of  the 
Russian  People.  Count  Bobrinsky  was  acclaimed 
by  the  authors  of  a  pogrom  ;  at  Tula,  in  the  absence 
of  Jews,  they  massacred  intellectuals.  He  became  a 
protege  of  Bishop  Eulogius,  and  preached  hatred  of 
Poles  and  Jews.   He  proclaimed  himself  a  Nationalist. 

At  the  elections  for  the  third  Duma  he  displayed 
great  activity,  travelling  across  the  whole  of  Russia, 
scattering  money  everywhere  in  profusion,  establishing 
"Black  Hundred"  papers,  and  lavishing  promises. 
He  was  accompanied  by  M.  Purishkevitch.  Elected 
at  Tula  as  a  Reactionary,  in  the  Duma  he  posed  as 
leader  of  a  new  group  of  Nationalists,  and  invited  the 
assembly  to  "  work  solidly  and  amicably  with  the 
Government  of  the  new  regime,  independently  of  any 
confidence  in  any  particular  Minister."  The  political 
world  was  astounded,  for  in  the  election  campaign 
the  Count  had  proclaimed  himself  the  enemy  of 
reform  and  demanded  a  return  to  the  principle  of 
Autocracy.  Later  on  it  was  learnt,  through  the  reve- 
lations of  Sinadino,  that  Count  Bobrinsky  was  merely 
an  election  agent  of  M.  Stolypin,  and  that  over  three 
million  roubles  had  passed  through  his  hands  with- 
out any  account  being  rendered. 

The  Latest  Phase. 
Once  again  the  Count  is  standing  for  election  at 
Tula.  But,  alas  !  tempora  mutantur.  No  longer  is  he 
supported  by  the  Government ;  the  latter  reserves 
its  favours  for  a  member  of  the  clergy,  who  is  less 
expensive  than  an  aristocrat.  The  Count  has  been 
making  strenuous  efforts.  He  has  appealed  to  the 
"Black  Hundred ''  gangs ;  they,  too,  have  failed 
him.  He  addresses  himself  to  the  working-man 
elector,  promising  him  all  the  "  good  things  of  the 
earth,  more  tangible  than  those  of  Heaven.''  The 
Government  does  not  appear  to  trouble  itself  over 
this  harmless  demagogy,  but  it  is  spreading  the 
rumour  that  the  Count,  having  tried  all  the  colours 
of  the  political  spectrum,  is  inclined  once  more  to 
become  a  "  Red." 
Who  knows  ?    In  Russia  anything  may  happen. 
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DARKKST  RUSSIA. 


THE  ELECTIONS, 

Church  Efforts  to  Swamp  the  Land- 
owners' Curia. 

The  small  landowners'  preliminary  election  meeting 
at  Bolkhov(Orel)wasattended  by  fifty  priests  and  three 
private  landowners,  who  elected,  in  accordance  with 
a  previously  prepared  list,  twenty  priests  as  delegates 
to  the  landowners'  curia. 

At  Dmitrov,  in  the  same  government,  the  District 
Captain  convened  the  preliminary  meeting  at  a  day's 
notice  a>  far  as  the  lay  voters  were  concerned, 
whereas  the  clergy  had  been  informed  of  the  date  of 
the  meeting  in  advance.  In  consequence  there  were 
onlv  a  few  landowners  present,  while  as  many  as 
forty-eight  priests  held  a  private  conference  on  the 
eve  of  the  meeting,  and  arrived  at  an  agreement.  It 
was  in  vain  that  the  landowners  requested  the  priests 
to  allow  them  a  proportionate  representation.  The 
latter  were  not  disposed  to  forgo  their  advantage, 
and  declared  frankly  their  intention  to  elect  delegates 
exclusively  from  their  own  midst,  so  as  to  obtain  a 
preponderating  influence  in  the  landowners'  cur/a. 
In  such  circumstances  the  landowners  thought  it 
useless  to  remain,  and  left  the  meeting.  The  very 
small  landowners,  who  had  been  separated  into  a 
special  curia  for  fear  of  their  disturbing  the  clerical 
majority,  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  put  in  an 
appearance  at  all. 

The  first  stage  in  the  elections  has  been  held  at 
Pskov,  where  a  preliminary  conference  of  abbots  of 
churches,  which  own  land  to  the  extent  of  over  one- 
third  of  the  qualification,  has  taken  place.  It  was 
attended  by  thirteen  priests,  all  of  whom  have  found 
themselves  elected  as  delegates. 

The  Governor  of  Riazan  has  paid  special  attention 
to  the  district  of  Skopin,  where  he  has  so  manipu- 
lated the  landowners'  curia  as  to  put  it  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  clergy  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
the  former  deputy,  M.  Leonoff,  an  Octobrist  who  had 
been  guilty  of  obtaining  from  the  late  M.  Stolypin 
the  withdrawal  of  several  arbitrary  orders  issued  by 
the  Acting  Governor,  Prince  Obolensky. 

Disfranchisement  of  Ex=Deputies. 

M.  Shingareff ,  who  was  prominent  in  the  third  Duma 
as  a  keen  critic  of  the  Government's  financial  state- 
ments and  methods,  and  who  in  this  way  frequently 
caused  the  Ministry  considerable  trouble,  is  threat- 
ened by  the  authorities  at  Yoronej  with  the  removal 
of  his  name  from  the  register  on  the  ground  that  he 
has  not  qualified  by  residing  in  the  neighbourhood 
during  the  requisite  period.  Naturally,  in  order  to 
fulfil  his  duties  in  the  Duma,  M.  Shingareff  has  had 
to  live  not  at  Yoronej,  but  in  St.  Petersburg  ;  but 
this  convenient  method  of  disqualifying  him  does 
not  enjoy  the  countenance  of  the  Senate.  The  latter 
body  has  stated  more  than  once  that  such  an  inter- 
pretation of  the  residential  qualification  would 
destroy  the  very  institution  of  a  representative  Duma, 
and  that  in  the  case  of  depu'ies  the  payment  of  the 
habitation  tax  is  all  that  could  be  required  to  entitle 
them  to  the  franchise.  It  remains  to  be  seen,  how- 
ever, whether  the  authorities  will  pay  attention  to 
the  views  of  the  Senate  when  it  does  not  suit  their 
purpose,  or  whether  M.  Shingareff  will  have  to  share 
the  fate  of  M.  Chernosvitoff,  who  has  already  been 
disfranchised  on  a  somewhat  similar  ground. 

In  the  Kieff  district  600  voters,  mostly  Jews,  have 
been  struck  off  the  register. 

In  the  Vyatka  government  the  peasants'  cantonal 
meetings  have  mostly  elected  Progressive  delegates. 
In  nearly  all  the  cantons  of  the  Nikolayevsk  dis- 
trict (Samara)  where  meetings  have  taken  place 
Progressives  have  also  been  chosen. 

The  preliminary  conference  of  small  landowners 
of  the  Pskov  district  could  not  take  place,  owing  to 
the  appearance  of  only  three  electors  out  of  fifty- 
eight. 

In  many  places  the  peasant  cantonal  election 
meetings  could  not  be  held  for  want  of  a  quorum. 

Official  Trickery. 

Our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  writes  : — 
The  electoral  law  allows  the  Government  to 
separate  the  constituencies  into  special  groups,  or 
to  join  several  constituencies  into  one  ;  and  it  is 
making  a  most  extensive  use  of  this  power  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  influencing  the  result  of  the  elections. 
In  five  districts  of  one  government  the  priests  are 
separated  into  a  special  group,  while  in  the  sixth 
district  the  clergy  are  tacked  on  to  the  small  land- 
owners in  order  to  keep  out  of  the  fourth  Duma  a 
former  Deputy  who  had  had  the  temerity  to  com- 
plain against  the  Governor.  At  Wilna,  where  the 
Reactionary  leader,  M.  Zamyslovsky,  stands  no 
chance  in  his  own  district,  this  district  has  been  com- 
bined with  other-  in  which  he  possesses  no  franchise 
qualification,  but  where  he  can  obtain  more  votes. 
In  a  third  government  the  landowners'  curia  has 
been  divided  into  so  many  groups  that  each  of  them 
is  too  small  to  take  part  in  the  elections.  It  would 
be  easy  in  this  way  to  disfranchi-e  all  the  small  land- 


owners throughout  the  Empire.  Nor  can  any  formal 
objection  be  raised  against  joining  two  towns  into  a 
single  constituency  on  the  strength  of  the  letter  of 
Stolypin's  electoral  law.  It  is  nevertheless  monstrous 
when  such  a  large  town  as  Sebastopol  is  tacked  on  to 
Simferopol,  to  which  the  polling  station  has  been 
transferred,  so  that  the  Sebastopol  electors  have  to 
travel  over  thirty  miles  in  order  to  record  their  votes. 
Such  a  journey  is,  of  course,  only  possible  to  the  few. 

Apart  from  these  expedients  there  are  other  tricks 
which  can  claim  no  legal  or  quasi- legal  excuse  what- 
ever. Thus  at  Gdessa  numerous  Jewish  voters  have 
been  omitted  from  the  lists.  In  the  case  of  those 
Jews  whose  names  were  left  on  the  register  their 
first  names,  as  well  as  the  Christian  names  of  Opposi- 
tion electors  generally,  have  been  entered  incorrectly 
in  order  to  afford  a  pretext  for  denying  them  the 
franchise. 

These  manoeuvres  have  been  practised  on  so  large 
a  scale  in  the  provinces  that  even  the  Octobrists 
have  been  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  going  too  far,  and  have  resolved  to  send  a 
deputation  to  the  Premier  in  order  to  request  him  to 
restrain  the  boundless  zeal  of  the  provincial  Governors. 

The  All-Conquering  Cleric. 

In  forty-seven  provinces  of  European  Russia  where 
the  results  of  the  primary  stage  in  the  elections  have 
been  announced,  out  of  6,802  delegates  nominated  b\ 
the  small  proprietors  to  vote  in  the  landowners' 
curia  no  fewer  than  4,906,  or  about  four-fifths,  are 
clergymen.  One  of  the  chief  causes  of  their  pre- 
dominance is  the  abstention  of  the  lay  proprietors. 
The  huge  number  of  clerical  delegates  has  caused 
embarrassment  even  to  the  ecclesiastical  leaders,  who 
are  now  trying  to  devise  measures  for  prevailing  upon 
the  priests  to  waive  the  election  of  their  colleagues. 
For  this  purpose  the  Synod  refuses  to  allow  most  of 
the  Bishops  to  offer  themselves  as  candidates  for  the 
Duma.  Moreover,  clergymen  who  are  elected  to 
the  Duma  are  only  allowed  by  the  Synod  to  hand 
over  their  livings  to  substitutes  on  condition  that  at 
the  same  time  they  hand  over  all  the  emoluments  of 
the  post.  It  is  thus  expected  that  many  priests 
whose  income  exceeds  the  salary  of  a  member  of 
the  Duma  will  not  give  up  their  livings.  It  is  an  open 
question  whether  such  measures  as  these  will  lead  to 
the  desired  end  ;  at  the  best  the  outcome  will  be  a 
falsification  of  the  elections  by  the  votes  of  the 
clergy. 

Two  meetings  of  Progressive  electors  had  been 
arranged  at  Kieff,  and  all  the  formalities  had  been 
complied  with.  On  the  very  day,  However,  on  which 
the  meetings  were  to  have  been  held  the  organisers 
were  informed  by  the  police  that,  by  order  of  the 
Governor-General,  they  would  not  be  allowed.  The 
irritation  of  the  public  is  still  more  increased  by  the 
Governor-General's  attitude  towards  the  Reactionary- 
parties,  even  women,  who,  of  course,  have  no  fran- 
chise at  all,  being  allowed  to  attend  the  electors' 
meetings  of  the  Right. 


THE   NATIONALIST  PROGRAMME. 

Free  Credit  for  "  True  Russians." 


At  an  election  meeting  held  at  Kieff  the  Nationalist 
leader,  M.  Lubinsky,  gave  a  candid  and  striking 
statement  of  his  party's  policy,  which  is  based  on  the 
demand  for  free  and  exclusive  credit  from  the 
Imperial  Bank  for  sound  Nationalists. 

"  The  Minister  of  Finance,''  he  remarked,  "  has 
introduced  such  a  system  that  any  Jew  is  able  to  make 
use  of  credit  from  the  Imperial  Bank,  while  we 
Russians  are  deprived  of  that  privilege  !  Gentlemen, 
is  this  justice  ?  Why  should  one  of  our  hard-work- 
ing officials  be  inferior  to  any  and  every  Moses  ?  No! 
The  fourth  Duma  must  put  an  end  to  such  a  mon- 
strous scandal.  The  fourth  Duma  will  make  credit  a 
national  concern.  Every  Russian  will  be  able  to 
present  himself  at  the  Imperial  Bank,  produce  his 
certificate,  and  say,  for  instance — '  Please  let  me 
have  five  hundred  roubles,  as  my  wife  is  ill.'  And 
the  Bank,  gentlemen,  will  pay;  it  must  pay  !" 

As  may  well  be  imagined,  there  was  not  a  single 
dissentient  voice  among  the  patriots  thirsting  for 
Imperial  credit  on  the  strength  of  the  Nationalist 
ticket. 


One  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  sailors  arrested  at 
Sebastopol  have  been  committed  for  trial  by  Court- 
martial  for  sedition  or  for  incitement  to  sedition. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  at  St.  Petersburg  has 
acquitted  the  famous  author,  Merejkovsky,  who  was 
charged,  on  the  appearance  of  his  drama  Paul  I. 
in  book  form,  after  it  had  been  previously  published 
without  question  in  a  review,  with  having  put  in  the 
mouth  of  Alexander  I.  words  condemnatory  of 
autocracy.  The  acquittal  was  probably  due  to  the 
fact  that  counsel  for  the  defence  was  able  to  produce- 
in  Court  the  biography  of  Alexander  I.  by  the 
Grand  Duke  Nicholas  Michaelovich,  which  proves 
the  authenticity  of  the  incriminated  passage. 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 

Parties  and  Programmes  in  the  General 
Election. 

[FROM  OUR  Polish  CoKKF.si'ONL'i-.vr.] 

The  political  programmes  of  the  various  Polish 
parties  differ  from  each  other  less  in  their  -ocial 
tendencies  than  in  their  views  concerning  the  regene- 
ration of  Poland,  and  consequently  in  their  attitude 
towards  the  Russian  Government. 

The  most  numerous  party  has  hitherto  been  the 
Nationalists  (National  Democrats,!,  who  up  to  190, 
strenuously  championed  the  idea  of  Polish  inde- 
pendence. During  the  "Constitutional  era "  they 
succeeded  in  gaining  an  overwhelming  majority  in 
the  Duma,  but  soon  degenerated  into  supporters  of 
the  Russian  State,  and  afterwards  of  the  Panslavistic 
movement,  hoping  to  derive  thence  some  advantage 
for  Poland.  To  silence  the  indignation  of  the  electors, 
who  were  highly  disappointed  with  this  weathercock 
policy,  the  leaders  of  the  party,  with  M.  Roman 
Dmovski  at  their  head,  stirred  up  a  demagogical 
anti-Semitic  movement,  which  has  now  become  the 
principal  plank  in  their  electioneering  platform. 

Next  to  them,  a  prominent  position  is  occupied  by 
the  Realists,  who  are  represented  chiefly  by  the 
nobility,  aristocracy,  and  great  financiers;  they  are 
of  course  conservative  in  their  social  policy,  and  play 
the  role  of  peacemakers  between  their  compatriots 
and  Russia.  Both  these  parties  have  been  dubbed 
"  accommodators,"  a  nickname  which  in  Poland  is 
synonymous  with  traitors  and  renegades.  A  large 
number  of  the  most  zealous  adherents  of  the  National 
Democrats  have  quitted  their  ranks,  and  formed  the 
so-called  "  Front,"  which  persists  in  the  idea  of 
Polish  independence  and  rejects  the  policy  of  extreme 
anti-Semitism. 

The  Polish   Progressive  Party. 

A  quite  separate  group  of  Progressive  elements  is 
comprised  by  the  Polish  Progressive  Party  and  the 
Progressive  Union,  who  naturally  stand  in  flagrant 
opposition  to  the  Nationalists,  and  energetically 
demand  the  broadest  possible  form  of  self-govern- 
ment. 

Socialists  are  represented  by  the  Polish  Socialist 
Party,  aiming  at  the  revival  of  Poland  and  boycotting 
the  Duma  as  a  Russian  centralising  institution,  and 
by  the  Social  Democrats  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland 
and  Lithuania,  who  in  their  tactics  agree  and 
co-operate  with  the  Russian  Socialists. 

Throughout  the  election  campaign  the  Government 
has  adopted  the  method  of  passivity,  fully  aware 
that  every  interference  would  only  unite  the  nation 
in  the  direction  of  opposition.  Evidently  the 
Russian  Administration  feels  that  it  is  losing  ground 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Poland.  The  Tsar,  who  has  just 
come  here  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  the  chase,  is 
really  travelling  like  a  prisoner.  On  the  eve  of  his 
arrival  at  Skiernievitz  (the  nearest  station  to  Warsaw, 
which  the  Emperor  does  not  venture  to  visit)  four 
regiments  of  infantry  were  summoned  to  this  spot. 
On  the  following  day  a  detachment  of  police  visited 
all  the  houses  and  sealed  all  the  ground-floor  windows 
looking  on  to  the  streets,  while  the  inhabitants  were 
ordered  to  keep  closed  all  windows  on  the  upper 
stories  and  not  to  approach  them  when  the  Tsar 
passed  through  the  town  ;  otherwise  the  soldiers  were 
authorised  to  shoot  at  the  windows.  This  is  only  a 
small  item  in  the  preparations  for  receiving  the 
Sovereign.  The  authorities  have  been  trying  to  per- 
suade the  gentry,  or  at  least  the  peasantry,  to  send  a 
deputation  to  welcome  the  Tsar,  offering"  him  bread 
and  salt,  according  to  the  Polish  natioral  custom. 
But  the  local  governor  has  received  the  reply  that, 
after  the  detachment  of  Holm,  a  welcome  of  the  Tsar 
on  Polish  territory  would  appear  somewhat  strange. 

At  the  same  time  wholesale  arrests  have  taken 
place  in  Warsaw,  as  well  as  throughout  the  province. 
But  these  episodes  do  not  make  the  slightest  impres- 
sion on  the  people,  who  are  sufficiently  well  accus- 
tomed to  the  Russian  regime.  Recently  one  of  the 
most  prominent  Realists,  M.  Streshevitch,  who 
advocates  the  policy  of  reconciliation  with  Russia, 
was  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment  for 
having  published  in  his  daily  organ  in  Warsaw  a 
speech  delivered  in  the  Duma. 


THE      BLACK    CABINET. " 


According  to  the  Golos  Moskvy,  the  "  Black  Cabinet  " 
attached  to  the  General  Post  Office  has  been  par- 
ticularly busy  of  late  opening  and  reading  letters.  A 
most  strict  observation  has  been  carried  on  over  the 
correspondence  of  a  number  of  persons,  including 
various  members  of  the  third  Duma.  The  work  is 
being  done  somewhat  clumsily  and  unceremoniously, 
letters  fastened  with  sealing-wax  being  opened  by 
simply  breaking  the  seal. 
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NOTES. 


The  Government  and  the  Elections. 

Until  quite  recently  the  Government  has 
preserved  a  profound  silence  on  the  subject  of  its 
electioneering  policy.  During  the  last  few  days, 
however,  some  information  has  been  allowed  to 
leak  out  regarding  the  views  of  the  Premier  on 
the  present  campaign.  If  the  Russkoe  Slovo  is  to 
be  believed,  M.  Kokovtsoff  has  declared  the 
rumours  of  a  difference  of  opinion  between  him- 
self and  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  to  be  a 
complete  invention.  M.  Makaroff,  he  says,  shares 
his  disapproval  of  the  prohibition  of  meetings  of 
Progressive  electors  and  of  the  trickery  which 
Opposition  voters  experience  at  the  hands  of  the 
provincial  Governors.  Unfortunately,  however, 
the  latter  insist  on  going  their  own  way,  and  it 
is  difficult  to  convince  them  of  the  impolitic  nature 
of  their  procedure.  Here  we  have  for  the  first 
time  official  censure  directed  against  the  illegal 
and  anarchical  behaviour  of  the  provincial 
Goveimors,  whose  interference  with  the  elections 
in  the  interest  of  Ministerial  candidates  has 
surpassed  anything  that  has  gone  before.  If  M. 
Kokovtsoff  is  sincere  in  his  repudiation  of  these 
tactics,  it  is  a  pity  he  did  not  give  utterance  to 
it  before ;  as  it  is,  of  course,  the  censure  comes 
far  too  late  in  the  day  to  be  of  any  effect. 


A  Clerical  Avalanche. 

At  the  same  time  it  must  be  observed  that  the 
iniquities  of  the  provincial  Governors  cannot 
account  for  all  the  undesirable  features  of  the 
elections,  and  especially  for  the  overwhelmingly 
large  number  of  priests  who  have  been  returned 
to  the  landowners'  curia  as  delegates  of  the  small 
proprietors.  The  figures  that  are  available  so 
far  in  this  connection  justify  the  very  worst  appre- 
hensions of  clerical  predominance  that  have  been 
entertained.  Four-fifths  of  the  small  proprietors' 
delegates  to  the  landowners'  curia  are  clergymen. 
These  priests,  who  have  acquired  the  franchise  not 
because  they  possess  landed  property  of  their  own, 
but  because  they  represent  Church  holdings,  do 
not  stand  for  any  section  of  the  population  except 
themselves  and  their  brethren  of  the  cloth. 
Their  election  to  the  Duma  in  any  considerable 
number  will  deal  a  final  and  fatal  blow  to  the 
prestige  of  that  institution.  Possibly  the  Govern- 
ment realises  that  now,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  campaign  it  was 
doing  its  utmost  to  secure  the  return  of  as  many 
clerics  as  possible.  When,  too,  we  hear  Minis- 
terial reproaches  levelled  against  the  provincial 
Governors,  we  cannot  resist  inquiring  how  far 
these  officials  have  acted  in  accordance  with 
orders  issued  by  the  Electoral  Bureau  of  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior. 


The  Nationalisation  of  Credit. 

One  of  the  main  planks  in  the  Nationalist  plat- 
form, as  is  well  known,  is  the  policy  of  the 
"  Nationalisation  of  Credit,"  whose  object  is  the 


refusal  of  credit  by  the  Imperial  Bank  to  any  but 
"true  Russians."  This  preposterous  weapon  is 
directed  mainly  against  the  Jews,  whose  com- 
mercial operations  would  to  a  large  extent  be 
crippled  by  its  adoption.  But  there  is  something- 
more  in  it  than  this.  The  true  inwardness  of  the 
Nationalist  pi-ogramme,  as  expounded  by  one  of 
the  party's  leaders  at  an  election  meeting  the 
other  day,  seems  to  be  that  credit  should  not 
only  be  reserved  exclusively  for  Russians  of  pure 
blood  and  pure  principles,  but  should  be  extended 
to  them  freely  and  without  question — on  the 
ground,  presumably,  of  their  self-evident 
possession  of  all  the  human  virtues.  The  speaker 
di'ew  an  alluring  picture  of  what  would  happen 
when  the  Nationalist  policy  was  realised.  "Every 
Russian  will  be  able  to  present  himself  at  the 
Imperial  Bank,  produce  his  certificate,  and  say, 
for  instance  :  '  Please  let  me  have  500  roubles, 
as  my  wife  is  ill.'  And  the  Bank,  gentlemen, 
will  pay  ;  it  must  pay  !  "  That  will  be  a  joyful 
day  for  the  patriots.  You  merely  produce  your 
"  Real  Russian  "  certificate,  and  your  wife,  her 
illness,  and  the  prospect  of  repayment  will  all 
be  taken  for  granted,  without  any  unmannerly 
investigation.  The  exponent  of  this  beautiful 
policy  received  an  enthusiastic  reception. 

Reactionaries  in  the  Making. 

To  the  psychologist  the  careers  of  some  of  the 
present  leaders  of  Reaction  in  Russia  must 
afford  material  of  engrossing  interest.  The 
various  stages  of  their  transformation  from 
ardent  Radicals  thirsting  for  reform  into  pillars 
of  the  bureaucracy  and  shining  lights  of  the 
"  Black  Hundred  "  might  be  made  the  subject  of 
a  very  extensive  and  delicate  analysis  of  cha- 
racter— to  enter  upon  which,  we  hasten  to  say, 
we  have  ourselves  neither  the  material  nor  the 
inclination.  The  brief  biographies  we  are  giving 
of  certain  "  men  of  note  "  are  offered  merely  as 
instructive  examples  of  the  glaring  insincerity 
which  animates  those  who  are  mainly  responsible 
for  the  policy  of  the  Right.  In  a  recent  issue 
we  sketched  the  career  of  M.  Zamyslovsky,  who 
is  described  as  the  "  brains "  of  the  Extreme 
Right  party,  and  who  is  the  leading  exponent  of 
the  "ritual  murder  "  theory.  Yet  only  six  years 
ago  M.  Zamyslovsky  was  a  "  reckless  Radical," 
who  found  the  Cadets  too  moderate,  and  who 
confidently  looked  forward  to  the  approaching 
victory  of  the  "  Reds."  When  the  hopes  of  the 
Revolution  were  shattered,  however,  he  sat  in 
the  third  Duma  b}r  the  side  of  M.  Purishkevitch, 
and  ever  since  he  has  been  the  most  violent 
Reactionary  of  them  all,  advocating  the  virtual 
destruction  of  the  Duma,  the  expulsion  of  the 
Jews  from  Russia,  and  the  ruthless  repression 
of  the  subject  nationalities. 

A  Quick-change  Artist. 

This  week  we  deal  with  Count  Vladimir 
Bobrinsky,  the  Nationalist  leader,  who  has  lately 
achieved  considerable  pi^ominence  as  the  chief 
agent  of  the  Government's  "  russification  "  work 
in  Galicia.  In  his  earlier  days  the  Count 
laboured  energetically  in  the  cause  of  Liberalism 
and  philanthropy,  incurring  the  displeasure  of 
the  Administration  for  his  championship  of  the 
peasants'  cause  and  his  fulminations  against  the 
Government's  indifference  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people.  Count  Bobrinsky's  conversion  was  also 
achieved  with  remarkable  suddenness  ;  he  went 
to  bed  one  night  a  Liberal  -  one  whom  the 
Administration  had  marked  down  as  a  friend  of 
the  Revolution — and  woke  up  the  next  morning 
a  determined  fellow-worker  with  M.  Khvostoff, 
Bishop  Eulogius,  and  the  rest  of  them.  At  the 
third  Duma  elections  he  acted  as  M.  Stolypin's 
trusted  agent,  and  in  that  assembly  he  placed 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  Nationalists.  Now, 
it  appears,  he  has  lost  the  support  of  the 
Government  and  of  the  '*  Black  Hundred,"  and  is 
once    again   wooing    the   working  man.  The 


effrontery  of  these  quick-change  patriots  evi- 
dently knows  no  limit.  Whatever  convictions 
they  may  at  one  time  have  possessed  are 
sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  expediency  and  self- 
interest,  and  the}'  have  succeeded  in  the  almost 
impossible  task  of  adding  a  blacker  shade  to 
Russian  politics. 

An  "Antidote"  to  Sedition. 

We  recently  referred  to  a  serious  charge 
brought  against  the  District  Captain  of  Bakhmut, 
in  Ekaterinoslav,  who  was  said  to  have  supported 
houses  of  ill-fame  in  his  district  and  to  have 
countenanced  a  system  of  forcible  prostitution. 
He  has  now  supplied  the  Governor's  Court  of 
Kkaterinoslav  with  an  explanation  of  his  conduct. 
The  manufacturing  population  of  Bakhmut,  he 
submitted,  was  so  lai'ge  that  the  district  police 
force  was  unequal  to  the  task  of  "  watching  the 
state  of  mind "  of  the  working  classes.  The 
houses  of  ill-fame  acted  as  a  sort  of  antidote  to 
seditious  influences,  providing  the  workmen  with 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  club,  and  by 
frequenting  these  places  he  was  himself  in  a 
position  to  keep  a  continuous  watch  on  the  trend 
of  popular  opinion  in  the  district,  and  to  obtain 
useful  information  for  the  detective  department. 
This  astounding  "  explanation,"  we  learn,  was 
declared  by  the  Governor's  Court  to  be  "  deserv- 
ing of  credit,"  but  the  District  Captain  was 
nevertheless  visited  with  a  "  severe  reprimand." 
It  may  be  doubted  whether  the  action  of  the 
Ekaterinoslav  authorities  will  tend  to  discourage 
the  connection  of  Russian  officials  with  the  white 
slave  traffic. 


THE   FAILURE   OF   THE  THIRD 
DUMA. 


Professor  Miliukoff  on  the  Parties  of  the 
Right. 


Addressing  a  meeting  of  electors  of  the  second 
curia  in  St.  Petersburg,  Professor  Miliukoff,  the 
Cadet  leader,  said  that  the  true  voice  of  the  people 
had  never  reached  the  third  Duma,  in  which  the 
numerical  strength  of  the  various  groups  had  stood 
in  inverse  ratio  to  their  connection  with  the  people. 
Its  majority  was  an  artificial  product  of  Government 
creation.  He  would  not  waste  any  words  on  the 
Right  group,  as  its  own  members  had  sufficiently 
enlightened  the  public  on  the  secret  funds  which 
flowed  through  the  successive  channels  of 
MM.  Dubrovin,  Purishkevitch,  and  Markoff.  The 
Nationalist  group  had  obtained  its  price  in  a 
different  way.  As  their  own  leader  had  stated,  the 
seventy-nine  members  composing  that  group  had 
received  between  them  eighty  rewards  or  Court  dis- 
tinctions. It  was  the  party  of  the  "struggle  for 
favours." 

M.  Miliukoff  devoted  much  more  attention  to  the 
Octobrists.  Among  them  were  men  who  had  had  a 
share  in  the  liberation  movement,  but  they  had  been 
joined  by  others  whose  sole  conviction  was  one  of 
profit.  Their  leader  was  anxious  for  the  might  and 
the  "  indivisibility  "  of  Russia,  and  his  first  step  for 
the  recreation  of  the  military  might  of  Russia  con- 
sisted in  excluding  the  Constitutional  Democrats 
from  the  National  Defence  Committee.  Owing  to 
their  political  servility  and  want  of  creative  thought, 
the  Octobrists  were  confronted  towards  the  close  of 
the  Duma  by  a  political  position  of  which  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Duma,  M.  Shidlovsky,  said  that 
"it  would  have  been  impossible  even  under  von 
Plehve." 

Without  ideas  and  without  a  programme,  such  a 
Duma  could  command  neither  the  confidence  nor 
the  respect  of  the  people,  and,  in  order  to  cover  its 
political  nakedness,  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  devised  the  costume  of  militant  Nationalism, 
and  begun  to  sow  discord  and  hate  among  the  races 
that  inhabit  Russia.  This  poisonous  plant  was  now 
casting  its  dark  shadow  over  the  whole  country,  and 
its  results  were  evident.  Finland,  formerly  famous 
for  its  loyalty,  had  been  dragged  into  a  struggle 
which  was  becoming  more  serious  from  day  to  day  ; 
and  by  their  treatment  of  the  Poles  they  had  managed 
to  revive  hostile  feelings  in  a  nation  which  served  as 
a  buffer  at  the  most  vulnerable  strategical  frontier. 


The  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  has  ordered 
the  St.  Petersburg  Medical  Institute  to  admit  no 
more  than  3  per  cent,  of  Jewish  female  students,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  there  are  seventy  vacancies. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


ANTI-SEMITISM    IN  RUSSIA. 


Stages  in   the   Progress   of  Persecution. 


The  history  of  anti-Semitism  in  Russia  during 
the  past  century  shows  that  the  persecutions  of 
Jews  have  passed  through  several  different  phases. 
Under  Nicholas  I.  the  alleged  reason  for  these  perse- 
cutions was  that  Jews  were  fanatics,  hedged  in  by 
their  peculiar  customs  and  language,  and  stubbornly 
opposed  to  Russian  "culture  ;"  and  that  Tsar  forcibly 
recruited  Jewish  boys  of  the  age  of  eight  years  and 
upwards,  expatriating  them  in  distant  military 
colonies,  where  they  were  trained  as  soldiers,  known 
as  "  cantonists."  During  the  same  reign  agitators 
provoked  popular  movements  against  the  Jews,  both 
in  Poland  and  in  the  Ukraine,  and  whole  families 
were  wiped  out  under  the  pretext  of  complicity  in 
"  ritual "  crimes. 

The   Charge   of  Exploitation. 

Then  came  the  era  of  the  "  reforms  "  of  Alexander 
II.  The  emancipation  of  the  serfs  under  the  new 
regime  gave  rise  to  the  exploitation  of  labour  for  the 
benefit  of  the  nobles,  sowing  the  seeds  of  a  deep- 
rooted  hatred  among  the  Russian  masses — the  pre- 
lude to  future  agrarian  movements.  The  menace 
had  to  be  circumvented  and  directed  into  another 
channel,  and  a  new  legend  was  invented  ;  the  Jews 
were  now  attacked  as  the  exploiters  of  the  work  of 
others,  battening  on  the  Russian  peasantry  in  their 
twofold  quality  of  middlemen  and  traders.  Their 
"fanaticism"  had  vanished,  and  they  crowded  the 
Government  schools,  winning  prizes,  entering  the 
liberal  professions,  and  distinguishing  themselves  as 
barristers,  doctors,  authors,  journalists,  and  men  of 
science.  This  intellectual  rivalry  gave  point  to 
fresh  accusations,  and  about  the  year  1881,  when 
Alexander  II.  was  assassinated,  a  sorrowful  phenome- 
non was  observed.  Even  in  the  Revolutionary  milieu 
there  were  people  who  did  not  hesitate  to  publish 
proclamations — immediately  disclaimed  by  the  execu- 
tive of  the  Revolutionary  party — in  which  the 
pogroms  against  the  Jews  were  treated  as  a  prelude 
to  the  insurrection  of  the  peasants  against  the  nobles 
who  exploited  them. 

The  calumny  which  cost  so  many  Jews  their  lives 
at  Odessa,  Kieff,  Balta,  &c.,  could  not  last.  Already  in 
1881,  of  five  million  Jews  more  than  half  were 
manual  labourers  and  artisans,  while  an  official 
inquiry  made  by  the  officers  of  the  General  Staff, 
with  a  view  to  the  study  of  the  geography  of  Russia, 
proved  that  the  other  half  lived  in  such  a  state  of 
misery  and  destitution  in  their  Pale  of  Settlement 
that  to  accuse  them  of  exploitation  was  manifestly 
absurd.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  clearly  shown  that 
the  Jewish  trader  was  very  honest  and  intelligent,  and 
satisfied  with  a  very  moderate  profit  considering  his 
commercial  ability,  while  the  Russian  trader  was 
slow,  lazy,  greedy  of  gain,  a  cheat,  and  a  thief.  From 
amid  the  mass  of  Jewish  workers  there  soon  arose  a 
powerful  proletarian  organisation,  the  Bund,  which 
combined  many  thousands  of  Jewish  workmen, 
created  a  political  literature,  and,  as  an  autonomous 
battalion,  took  its  place  in  the  Socialist  and  Revolu- 
tionary army  of  Russia. 

The   "  Bevolutionary "  Legend. 

The  anti-Semites  now  abandoned  their  economic 
accusations,  and  once  more  gave  birth  to  a  new 
legend.  The  Jewish  people  were  revolutionary 
to  the  core,  and  they  were  at  the  bottom  of  the 
whole  Revolutionary  movement.  If  it  is  true 
that  first  the  Jewish  youths  and  then  the 
Jewish  proletariat  had  taken  a  large  part  in  the 
Revolutionary  movement,  the  official  statistics  prove 
that  the  Jewish  participation  in  the  Revolution  did 
not  exceed  the  natural  ratio.  At  the  time  when  that 
movement  had  attained  its  greatest  height  the  number 
of  Jewish  Revolutionists  did  not  exceed  10  per  cent, 
of  the  total.  Now  in  the  towns  where  the  Draconian 
law  has  cooped  up  the  Jews  they  often  form  the 
major  part  of  the  population — 75  to  90  per  cent.  In 
spite  of  this  significant  fact,  however,  the  watchword 
of  the  anti-Semites  was  to  identify  the  Jews  with  the 
Revolutionists,  and  to  such  an  extent  has  this  been 
done  that  fanatics  like  the  monk  Iliodore  have  led 
the  anti-Semitic  campaign  in  provinces  where  there 
have  never  been  any  Jews  at  all. 

Here  again,  however,  fact  gave  a  striking  dementi 
to  fiction.  It  was  the  employees  of  the  railways  and 
the  postal  and  telegraph  departments  who,  in  1965, 
declared  a  general  strike  and  extorted  from  the  Tsar 
the  October  Manifesto,  and  in  these  departments  not 
a  single  Jew  was  employed,  nor  were  there  any  Jews 
in  the  crowds  of  workmen  whom  Father  Gapon  led 
at  St.  Petersburg  in  January  of  the  same  year.  Even 
if  the  anti-Semites  had  the  effrontery  to  contend  that 
Gapon  him -elf  was  a  Jew,  they  could  not  repeat  this 
lie  on  the  occasion  of  the  decisive  act  which  let  loose 
the  Revolution. 

The  pogroms  at  Tver,  Tomsk,  and  Kursk,  where 
Russian  intellectuals  were  massacred  wholesale, 
showed  that  the  persecution  of  the  Jews  was  merely 


a  mask  for  the  Counter- Revolution.  This  mask 
soon  fell  away,  and  the  true  nature  of  anti-Semitism 
was  revealed  in  the  open  Duma,  where  the  "Real 
Russians"  of  the  Uj&ion  of  the  Russian  People 
have  lorded  it  since  the  year  1907-  At  the  present 
moment  Russia  is  emerging  from  her  stupor,  the 
Counter- Revolution  is  losing  ground,  and  economic 
and  political  forces  are  Seeking  an  outlet.  Her  grow- 
ing industry  and  commerce  demand  more  capital  and 
new  markets,  and  yet  her  life  is  thoroughly  dis- 
organised. Economists  like  Professor  Oseroff  appeal 
to  the  intelligent  activity  of  the  Jews,  and  in  his  pre- 
face to  Professor  Sombart  s  book  M.  Oseroff  shows 
how,  as  in  Spain,  Portugal,  and  elsewhere,  the 
anti-Semitic  persecutions  in  Russia  have  resulted  in 
the  paralysis  of  commerce  and  industry. 

All-Bound  Criminals. 

In  the  face  of  this  danger  the  anti-Semites  are 
erecting  fresh  batteries.  All  the  ancient  accusations 
are  now  collected  together  in  a  formidable  fascine. 
The  Jews  are  fanatics,  and  from  the  tribune  of  the 
Duma,  like  the  sound  of  a  funeral  bell,  is  heard  the 
accusation  of  ritual  murder  ;  the  Jews  are  Revolu- 
tionists, and  in  the  prisons  Jews  are  tortured  and 
slowly  done  to  death  ;  the  Jews  are  exploiters,  and 
Stolypin  contemplated  the  nationalisation  of  credit 
in  order  to  prevent  the  banks  from  giving  discount 
to  "Jewish  thieves."  But  the  most  recent,  the  most 
up-to-date,  accusation  is  that  which  has  lately  been 
launched  by  the  Novpe  Vremya :  the  Jews  have 
assimilated  the  Russian  language,  have  invaded  its 
literature,  with  the  object  of  poisoning  the  soul  of  the 
Real  Russian.  "  Prisoners  of  the  Jews  " — such  is  the 
title  of  a  strange  article  published  by  that  journal,  in 
which  the  author  shows  up  the  "  criminals,"  and  all 
unwittingly  pays  a  remarkable  tribute  to  the  Jews. 
Name  by  name  the  author  denounces  the  literary 
men,  scientists,  painters,  sculptors,  revolutionary 
writers,  newspapers,  and  magazines  of  Jewish  origin. 
All  of  them — and  their  names  alone  would  fill  several 
columns — are  denounced  as  criminals  who  have  laid 
violent  hands  on  the  purity  of  the  race  by  creating 
chefs-d'evuvrc  in  the  Russian  language.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  if  the  author  had  cared  to  make  inquiries  in 
the  editorial  department  of  the  Novoe  Vremya,  he 
would  have  found  even  there  a  fair  number  of  Jews, 
without  whose  assistance  the  journal  would  never 
have  made  its  mark  ;  so  that  if  every  centre  of 
Jewish  literary  activity  had  to  be  destroyed  it  might 
be  as  well  to  begin  by  :  lppressing  the  Novoe  Vremya 
itself. 

R. 


SUPPRESSION   OF   THE  PRESS. 

M.  Straszewicz,  the  editor  of  the  Ktirjer  Polski,  and 
M.  Gorski,  the  editor  of  the  Dzien,  have  been  sen- 
tenced at  Warsaw  to  three  months'  imprisonment  for 
having  published  at  the  time  a  speech  delivered  in 
the  Duma  on  the  Holm  Detachment  Bill  by  M. 
Joseph  Nakonieczny,  the  deputy  for  the  government 
of  Lublin,  in  which  the  town  of  Holm  is  situated. 

The  Volhyma  Pochta  has  discontinued  publication 
in  consequence  of  the  imprisonment  of  its  editor  for 
one  month,  without  the  option  of  a  fine,  for  the 
publication  of  an  article  entitled  :  "  The  Pedagogical 
Yoke  and  the  Electors." 

Governor  Bibikoff,  of  Archangel,  has  notified  the 
publisher  of  the  Arkhangelsk  that  every  issue  of  the 
paper  must  bear  the  signatures  of  all  the  three 
officially  recognised. editors. 


MORE   FINNISH  ARRESTS. 

Mayor  and  Town  Councillors  to  be  Tried 
in  St.  Petersburg. 


M.  Lagerkranz,  the  member  of  the  Viborg  Magis- 
tracy who  has  been  arrested  for  ignoring  the  Impe- 
rially passed  Equalisation  Law,  has  been  transferred 
to  St.  Petersburg,  where  he  has  been  placed  in  the 
Preliminary  Detention  Prison. 

The  Mayor  of  Viborg  and  two  other  Town  Coun- 
cillors have  also  been  arrested  on  the  same  charge 
as  was  M.  Lagerkranz,  and  have  been  taken  to 
St.  Petersburg  for  trial. 


The  Kieff  District  Court  has  given  instructions 
that  all  the  Jewish  reservists  who  fought  in  the 
Russo-Japanese  campaign  should  be  forbidden  to 
trade  at  Kieff  and  their  stock-in-trade  confiscated,  on 
the  ground  that  service  in  war  only  entitles  a  Jew 
to  reside  at  Kieff,  but  not  to  carry  on  any  trade 
there. 

The  Baltic  educational  society,  the  Prometheus,  has 
been  forbidden  to  hold  any  meetings  whatsoever 
during  the  continuance  of  the  state  of  Okhrana,  or 
administrative  rule.  This  prohibition  paralyses  the 
whole  work  of  the  society. 


THE      PLUNGING  GENERAL 

Prosecution  after  Seven  Years 

After  a  lapse  of  seven  years,  Major-General  I'khach- 
Ogorovich  has  at  last  been  brought  before  a  specially 
constituted  court-martial  at  St.  Petersburg  in  order  to 
answer  for  his  acts  as  head  of  the  Army  Transport 
Service  in  Manchuria  during  the  Japanese  War. 
Although  the  exploits  of  the  "  Plunging  General,"  as 
he  was  nicknamed,  were  a  common  topic  of  conver- 
sation at  the  time  of  the  war,  no  official  notice  was 
taken  of  them  until  the  Senatorial  investigation  con- 
ducted in  the  Siberian  military  districts  in  1909-10' 
threw  so  powerful  a  light  upon  the  General's  conduct 
that  it  became  impossible  to  ignore  the  facts  any 
longer. 

According  to  the  indictment  that  has  now  been 
framed  against  him,  General  Ukhach-Ogorovich 
acted  for  ten  months  during  the  Japanese  War  as 
head  of  the  Transport  Service  in  Manchuria.  During 
this  time  he  completely  ignored  the  instructions  of 
his  immediate  superior,  the  head  of  the  Army  Com- 
munications Department,  and  refused  to  reveal  the 
position  of  the  transport  stores  even  to  the  Chief  Field- 
Intendant.  He  rejected  "  on  principle  the  Audit 
Department's  recommendation  that  he  should  keep 
books  on  the  ground  that  "  in  war  operations  military 
success  was  more  important  that  the  welfare  of  the 
Treasury."  Even  the  direct  orders  of  the  Chief  of 
the  Army  Start  failed  to  induce  him  to  disclose  to 
the  Audit  Department  the  "  war  secret "  of  the  where- 
abouts of  the  stores  until  he  had  spent  over  12 
million  roubles  without  any  check  whatever.  The 
auditors  could  only  look  on  and  note  from  a  distance 
that  the  General  was  purchasing  horses  which  were 
in  such  a  condition  that  they  died  as  soon  as  they 
were  delivered,  and  was  concluding  contracts  that 
were  to  the  evident  detriment  of  the  Treasury. 

Immense  Fortunes. 

There  were  rumours  of  immense  fortunes  made  by 
the  General's  contractors,  and  of  the  wealth  amassed 
by  the  General  himself,  who  was  credited  with  having 
deposited  in  foreign  banks  no  less  than  two  million 
roubles.  Details  are  given  in  the  indictment  of 
several  of  his  alleged  acts.  On  one  occasion,  for 
instance,  he  paid  his  transport  contractors  for  carry- 
ing salt  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  roubles  per  pood  at  a  time 
when  the  free  Government  trains  were  running  with 
hardly  any  freight  at  all.  The  salt,  whose  carriage 
alone  cost  fifteen  roubles  a  pood,  had  to  be  thrown 
away  at  Kayuan  or  Chaltufu,  where  the  price  of  that 
commodity  did  not  exceed  one  rouble  a  pood. 

The  rapid  fortunes  made  by  the  General's 
favourites  attracted  numerous  offers  from  firms  of 
high  standing,  who  tendered  advantageous  terms  and 
good  security  for  punctual  delivery  ;  but  the  General 
refused  to  entertain  any  offers  from  "  outsiders,'' 
while  he  paid  the  contractors  of  his  favoured  ring 
prices  three  times  as  high  as  those  allowed  to  other 
contractors  who  did  not  pay  his  "  discount."  He 
even  attempted  to  punish  the  independent  contrac- 
tors by  deportation. 

The  trial  began  on  September  23rd.  Of  sixty-five 
witnesses  who  were  summoned  only  six  appeared. 

The  proceedings  terminated  on  the  1st  inst.,  when 
the  accused  was  sentenced  to  three  and  a  half  years' 
imprisonment  in  the  correctional  division,  together 
with  loss  of  rank  and  decorations,  and  was  ordered 
to  refund  bribes  received  by  him  to  the  amount  of 
157,000  roubles. 

THE   LENA  STRIKE. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Retch  from  Irkutsk,  M. 
Witte,  the  former  Senior  Inspector  of  the  Central 
Prisons  Administration,  writes  : — 

"  I  have  a  lively  remembrance  of  how  Engineer 
Tulchinsky,  who  called  on  me  before  leaving  for 
Bodaybo,  was  astounded  to  learn  from  me  that  the 
local  weekly  leaflet  had  reported,  in  a  paragraph 
of  four  lines,  that  a  strike  had  occurred  at  the  Lena 
Goldlields.  Tulchinsky  immediately  cut  out  the 
paragraph  in  question,  and  hurried  to  the  Governor 
in  order  to  show  him  how  imperfectly  the  prohibition 
against  mentioning  that  delicate  matter  in  the  Press 
was  being  observed." 

A  telegram  from  Bodaybo  to  the  Rustkoe  Slovo 
describes  the  present  situation  on  the  Lena  Gold- 
fields  as  very  gloomy.  The  company  is  celebrating 
its  triumph  at  its  impunity,  rewarding  its  tools  and 
taking  revenge  on  all  those  who  have  not  been  in 
full  sympathy  with  its  methods.  Contrary  to  the 
promise  given  to  Senator  Manukhin,  the  few  old 
miners  who  still  remain  are  being  discharged.  The 
position  of  the  miners  has  not  improved,  and 
miners  who  only  arrived  a  month  ago  are  already 
anxious  to  get  away  from  the  impossible  conditions. 

Judge  Khitun  is  still  at  his  post,  while  the  manager, 
Byeloseroff,  with  his  assistants,  Teppan  and  Samokh- 
valoff,  are  free  from  any  fear  of  prosecution. 

Captain  Treschenkoff,  the  chief  hero  of  the  Lena 
massacre,  is  now  taking  a  holiday  with  his  relatives 
at  I'oltava. 
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RUSSIAN  ANTI-SEMITISM. 


OCTOBER  1 16,  1912. 


[One  Penny. 


In  an  interesting  article  published  in  our  issue 
of  last  week  it  was  shown  that  in  Russia  anti- 
Semitism  has  passed  through  several  different 
stages.    First  there  was  the  charge,  raised  under 
Nicholas  I.,  that  the  Jews  kept  themselves  a 
people  apart,  refusing  to  be  assimilated  with  the 
rest  of  the  population,  and  practising  a  fanatical 
kind  of  religion.    This  was  a  time  when  Judaism 
was  still  more  or  less  of  a  mystery  to  the  general 
public,  and  the  "ritual  murder"  myth  was  in  its 
heyday.  With  the  emancipation  of  the  serfs  under 
Alexander   II.  the  charge  of  separateness  and 
fanaticism  gave  way  to  one  of  "  exploitation." 
In  reality  it  was  the  nobles  who  were  battening 
on  the  peasants'  lack  of  money  and  resources, 
but  the  popular   indignation  was  dexterously 
deflected  by  the  bureaucracy,  whose  safety  it 
menaced,  and  switched  on  to  the  Jews.  Later, 
when  the  Jews,  oppressed  almost  to  the  breaking- 
point,  took  their  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary forces,  they  were   indicted  as  being 
entirely  responsible  for  the  forward  movement, 
as  uncompromising  rebels  and  traitors.    To  the 
authors  of  that  calumny,  of  course,  it  mattered 
nothing  that  (as  was  proved  by  official  statistics) 
the  share  taken  by  the  Jews  in  the  Revolution 
was  merely  in  proportion  to  their  numbers  in  the 
State  ;  the  Revolution,  like  the  exploitation  of 
the  peasants,  needed  an  explanation,  and  the 
authorities  seized  on  the  one  that  would  be  least 
damaging   to    themselves.     To-day   the  anti- 
Semites,  hard  pressed  to  maintain  their  position 
in  face  of  the  growing  conviction  of  the  industrial 
and  working  classes  that  Jewish  activity  is  both 
a  beneficent  and  a  necessary  factor  of  Russian 
commercial  life,  are  discharging  all  their  weapons 
at  once,  and  to  the  old  charges  of  religious  fana- 
ticism, exploitation,  and  rebellion  are  adding  the 
strange  accusation  that  the  Jews  are  trespassing 
on  Russian  literature  and  turning  it  into  their 
own  preserve. 

As  applied  to  the  general  body  of  Russian 
Jews,  none  of  these  charges  is  found  on  examina- 
tion to  be  tenable,  and  some  of  them  are  mani- 
festly absurd.     The  theory  of  religious  fanati- 
cism, based  as  it  is  on  the  "  ritual  murder " 
legend,  needs  no  refutation  from  us  to-day :  on 
this  subject  the  unanimous  voice  of  European 
culture  and  scholarship  has  recently  spoken  in 
clarion  tones.    What  of  the  accusation  that  the 
Jews  set  their  face  against   assimilation  and 
Russian  "  culture,"  which  the  official  Bossia  has 
lately  revived  ?    Even  if  it  had  any  foundation 
in  fact,  there  would  be  an  obvious  reply  to  this 
reproach.    The  general  body  of  Russians  are 
themselves  singularly  devoid  of  culture,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  no  less  than  80  per  cent,  of  the 
population  is  illiterate.    Further,  how  can  the 
Jews  justly  be  censured  for  refusing  Russian 
culture  when  the  gates  of  Russian  schools  and 
universities    are    banged,    barred,    and  bolted 
against  the  great  majority  of  them  ?    But  it  is 
impossible  to  reconcile    the   grievance  of  the 
Ems/a  with  the  charge  of  "literary  exploita- 
tion '*  raised  by  the  Novoe  Vremya,  which  recently 
gave  a  lengthy  and  remarkable  list  of  Jews  who 
had  had    the    insolence   to    become    great  in 
Russian  literature,  art,  and  science.    The  fact  is, 


of  course,  that  in  Russia,  as  in  most  other  coun- 
tries, the  debt  owed  by  culture  to  the  Jews  is 
very  considerable,  and  probably  quite  dispro- 
portionate to  their  numbers  ;  but  that  this  intel- 
lectual and  artistic  eminence,  achieved  in  Russia 
in  the  teeth  of  the  most  cruel  disabilities,  should 
be  utilised  as  an  excuse  for  anti-Semitic  activity 
passes  all  comprehension.  The  "  Revolutionary  " 
legend  has  already  been  exploded  by  the  publi- 
cation of  official  statistics.    As  to  the  charge  of 
"  exploitation,"  the  peasants  themselves  know 
who  their  real  exploiters  are  :  they  are  the  kulak, 
or  village  usurer,  who  is  a  hundred  times  more 
extortionate  than  any  Jewish  moneylender  in 
Russia,  and  into  whose  hands  passes  the  mort- 
gaged grain  of  the  starving  toilers  in  the  fields  ; 
and  the  noble   landowner,  and  especially  the 
German   baron   of  the  Baltic  provinces,  who 
caused  the  serious  agrarian  rising  of  a  few  years 
ago.    Moreover,  it  may  bi  said  with  truth  that 
the  Jews  themselves  are  the  most  exploited  and 
sweated  class  of  industrial  workers  throughout 
the  Empire,  and  the  abject  misery  in  which  the 
vast  majority  of  them  live  renders  the  charge  of 
economic  oppression  pitifully  ridiculous. 

If  we  inquire  why  these  accusations  are  per- 
sistently brought  against  the  Jews  of  Russia, 
and  why  the  torch  of    mti-Semitism  is  kept 
continually  blazing,  we   have  to   look  for  the 
main  reason  in  the  positi.u  of  the  ruling  classes  ; 
and  here  we  shall  rind  the  explanation  why  in 
Russia,  unlike  any  of  the  other  countries  in  which 
a  similar  phenomenon  has  been  observed,  the 
anti-Semitic  agitation  is  an  official  rather  than  a 
popular  movement,     It  is  true  that  all  classes 
of  the  population,  in  Russia  as  elsewhere,  are 
affected  by  a  certain  feeling  of  xenophobia,  which 
as  applied  to  Jews  is  intensified  by  the  combina- 
tion of  racial  and  religious  peculiarities ;  but 
throughout  the  Empire  the  dislike  and  distrust 
of  the  Jews  to  which  this  natural  sentiment  gives 
rise  are  speedily  diminishing  in  strength,  even 
among  the  ignorant  and  superstitious  peasantry. 
Only  the  other   day  we  read  of  a  meeting  of 
peasants  at  which  the  most  cordial  sentiments 
towards  the  Jews  were  expressed.    Against  this 
popular  disposition,  however,  the  forces  of  official- 
dom, both  central  and  local,  are  constantly  striv- 
ing.    The  bureaucracy  knows  that  ic  can  only 
continue  to  rule  as  long  as  the  downtrodden  prole 
tariat  refrains  from  a  general  rising.  The  grievances 
of  the  people  are  many  and  bitter,  and  they  are 
almost  invariably  to  be  referred  to  the  Adminis- 
tration and  its  agents.     From  the  latter  fact, 
however,  public  attention  must  at  all  costs  be 
diverted  ;  and  so  one  after  another  the  fictions  of 
Jewish  criminality  have  been  invented,  and  the 
people,  maddened  with  oppression,  have  been 
encourged  to  vent  their  feelings  on  the  Jews. 
Hence  the  terrible  pogroms,  largely  of  official 
manufacture,  which  have  marked  the  pages  of 
Russian   history  during  the   last  thirty  years. 
Hence,  too,  the  continued  existence  of  the  Pale  of 
Settlement  and  of  the  May  Laws,  since  it  is 
necessary  for  the  success  of  the  bureaucracy's 
campaign  that  the  differences  between  the  Jews 
and  the  rest  of  the  population  should  be  arti- 
ficially accentuated.     Russian  officialdom  does 
not  want  an  educated  and  a  cultured  Jewry ;  it 
wants  a  community  of  scapegoats  and  of  helots, 
for  it  knows  that,  when  it  can  no  longer  point  the 
finger  of  scorn  and  prejudice  at  the  Jew,  its  own 
days  will  be  numbered. 


POLITICAL  PORTRAITS. 


II.— M.  Krupensky. 


Member  for  Bessarabia  in  the  third  Duma,  M. 
Paul  Nicholaivitch  Krupensky  is  actually  the  oppo- 
nent of  M.  Purishkevitch,  although  belonging  to  the 
same  Nationalist  group  of  the  Right.  Between  the 
Purishkevitch  and  Krupensky  clans  there  is  a  fierce 
struggle  for  Government  favours,  both  families  being 
poor  and  in  need  of  profitable  jobs  in  the  high 
bureaucracv. 

In  the  third  Duma  M.  Krupensky  was  the  perma- 
nent Budget  reporter  of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs.  He  was  a  firm  advocate  of  an  entente  with 
Germany  and  the  isolation  of  England.  "  When  the 
two  great  sea  Powers  fight,  Russia,  at  peace  with 
Germany,  will  remain  quiet."  He  preached  war 
against  the  "  enemy  at  home,''  and  in  every  Pole,  Jew 
Finn,  and  Armenian  he  discovered  a  "  spy.'' 

He  lacks  the  very  rudiments  of  education  ;  he  can 
scarcely  read  or  write.  Like  his  friend  M.  Kasso, 
the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  he  comes  of 
Moldavian- Wallachian  stock,  and  he  made  his  col- 
leagues laugh  when,  in  an  unmistakably  foreign 
accent,  he  dramatically  exclaimed  in  the  Duma  : 
«  Russia— we  are  Russia  !  "  Of  him  the  Ritsskoe  Slovo 
remarks  :  "  If  we  would  estimate  the  intellectual 
level  of  the  Duma  majority,  of  which  Krupensky  was 
a  star,  we  have  only  to  read  the  shorthand  reports  of 
his  speeches,  which  made  the  whole  Opposition 
laugh  ;  so  empty,  incoherent,  and  preposterous  were 
they.''  Nevertheless,  he  was  the  confidant  of  the 
late  M.  Stolypin,  who  undertook  nothing  without 
consulting  his  "trusted  friend." 

The  Duma's  Shame. 

For  the  rest,  he  did  not  play  a  very  complicated 
part.  Every  time  an  Opposition  deputy  rose  to  dis- 
cuss some  question  of  foreign  politics,  M.  Krupensky 
would  get  up  and  demand  the  closure  of  the  debate. 
One  day  the  Foreign  Minister  himself,  M.  Isvolsky, 
opposed  Krupensky's  demand  and  requested  the 
Duma  to  hear  the  speaker,  who  was  no  other  than 
the  learned  and  well-known  deputy  Paul  Miliukoff, 
the  leader  of  the  Cadets.  M.  Krupensky  withdrew 
his  motion  ;  but  on  the  following  day  he  drafted  and 
read  from  the  tribune  a  demand  for  an  interpellation 
addressed  to  the  Government  and  containing  what 
was  nothing  else  than  a  police  denunciation  of  Pro- 
fessor Miliukoff,  who  was  accused  of  espionage  on 
behalf  of  England  ;  and  the  whole  statement  was 
supported  by  Okhrana  "  documents  "  !  The  entire 
Duma  was  filled  with  disgust.  This  was  the  first 
occasion  on  which  the  assembly  had  been  covered 
with  dishonour— but  not  the  last.  To  the  shame  of 
the  Duma  it  must  be  added  that  thirty-two  deputies 
were  found  to  put  their  signatures  to  this  interpella- 
tion. Curiously  enough,  shortly  after  this  incident 
M.  Isvolsky  handed  in  his  resignation  a>  Minister 
and  went  to  represent  Russia  in  France. 

A  small  landed  proprietor  in  Bessarabia,  M. 
Krupensky  has  obtained  Government  posts  for  the 
members  of  his  family,  and  for  both  his  near  and  his 
distant  relations.  There  is  never  any  matter  of  a 
public  works  concession,  or  of  a  State  contract,  but 
one  may  discover  ia  it  his  crooked  hand,  greedy  of 
«ain.  And  more  than  once  his  powerful  protector, 
M.  Stolypin,  has  had  to  save  him  from  a  disagreeable 
expose. 

There  is  every  indication  that  this  Moldavian- 
Wallachian  "  patriot "  will  continue  his  leadership  in 
the  fourth  Duma,  where  he  will  represent  the  "true 
Nationalist  ideal  "  of  Russia. 


THE   SHIPBUILDING  PROGRAMME. 


The  Ministry  of  Marine  has  now  drawn  up  its 
"big"  Shipbuilding  Programme,  the  execution  of 
which  will  require  an  expenditure  of  1,540,000,000 
roubles  (154  millions  sterling),  spread  over  a  period  of 
ten  years.  It  is  proposed  to  expend  that  sum  on 
building  vessels,  including  nine  Dreadnoughts  and  as 
manv  super-Dreadnoughts,  for  the  Baltic,  Black  Sea, 
and  Pacific  fleets,  as  well  as  on  port  improvements. 
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OCXOBSR  10  IMS. 


THE  ELECTIONS. 

Reactionaries  Triumphant  in  the  "  Curia" 
Nominations. 


OFFICIAL  INTERFERENCE. 

The  first  nominations  of  the  final  electors  took 
place  on  October  4th,  when  meetings  for  that  purpose 
were  held  by  the  delegates  of  eight  cantonal  assem- 
blies of  the  Government  of  Mohilev,  and  by  the  con- 
ferences of  the  urban  electors  of  the  Government  of 
Kaluga.  This  second  stage  of  the  elections  is  expected 
to  be  completed  throughout  the  Empire  by  the  23rd 
inst. 

By  the  end  of  last  week  the  names  of  608  electors 
who  had  been  nominated  to  the  final  colleges  in 
European  Russia  proper  had  been  published.  The 
party  distribution  of  these  electors,  who  constitute 
about  one-tenth  of  the  total  number  to  be  nominated, 
is  as  follows  : — Right,  277  ;  Nationalists,  70;  Octo- 
brists,  35  :  Progressists,  70  ;  Constitutional  Democrats, 
40  ;  Left,  41  ;  Nondescript,  75. 

Meetings  Closed  by  Police. 

The  disqualification  of  ex-Deputy  Shingareft, 
which  we  foreshadowed  last  week,  has  been 
announced  under  peculiar  circumstances.  Just  before 
the  time  fixed  for  the  opening  of  a  meeting  of  the 
second  curia  of  Voronej,  which  was  advertised  by 
posters,  the  police  cancelled  the  meeting  on  the 
ground  that  both  the  responsible  organisers  of  the 
meeting,  MM.  Shingareff  and  Burenin,  had  been 
struck  off  the  register  the  day  before.  The  electors 
found  the  hall  closed  and  the  gates  guarded  by 
police. 

The  authorities  of  St.  Petersburg  have  prevented 
the  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  workmen's  curia 
for  the  government  of  St.  Petersburg,  in  connection 
with  the  selection  of  six  electors,  from  being  held. 
Delegates  to  the  number  of  thirty-seven  had  gathered 
for  that  purpose  at  the  hall  of  the  Technological 
Engineering  Society.  But  the  police  appeared  on 
the  spot  at  the  hour  fixed  for  the  opening  of  the 
meeting  and  compelled  the  delegates  to  disperse 
without  stating  any  reason  for  the  prohibition. 

At  Chelabinsk  three  gentlemen,  including  M.  Sun- 
dukoff,  the  Progressive  candidate,  are  being  pro- 
secuted in  virtue  of  Article  129  of  the  Penal  Code  for 
the  crime  of  having  made  election  speeches  two  days 
before  the  official  date  for  the  opening  of  the 
elections. 

An  election  meeting  convened  by  the  Jews  at 
Lodz  was  immediately  closed  by  the  police  on  the 
first  speaker  attempting  to  address  the  audience  in 
Yiddish. 

The  Octobrist  Border-line. 

At  Penza  the  authorities  have  prohibited  the 
printing  of  voting-papers  bearing  names  of  candi- 
dates "  more  to  the  Left "  than  the  Octobrists. 

When  at  an  election  meeting  at  Saratov  a  speaker 
used  the  fatal  expression  "Social  Democracy,"  he  was 
immediately  stopped  by  the  Commissary  of  Police. 

At  Vologda  domiciliary  searches  have  been  made 
at  the  houses  of  prominent  public  workers,  while  an 
old  Zemstvo  worker,  who  had  been  elected  as  a 
delegate  by  the  small  landowners'  conference,  has 
been  placed  under  arrest. 

At  Nijni  searches  at  the  houses  of  Constitutional- 
Democratic  electors  are  continuing. 

The  authorities  at  Kazan  have  forbidden  the  lists 
of  the  Progressive  candidates  or  final  electors  to  be 
printed  either  separately  or  in  the  newspapers. 

The  Governor  of  Saratov  having  confiscated  the 
voting-papers  of  the  Constitutional  Democrats,  the 
Cadets  only  regained  possession  of  them  after  a 
telegraphic  complaint  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

Owing  to  the  boycott  of  the  elections,  numerous 
conferences  of  small  landowners  could  not  be  held 
in  the  Caucasian  province  of  Guria. 

Official  Informers. 

The  Governor  of  Tula  has  sent  out  a  circular  to  all 
the  District  Captains  of  his  province  with  strict  orders 
to  wire  to  him  immediately  the  results  of  the  urban 
electoral  conferences  fixed  for  October  12th,  with  a 
precise  indication  of  the  party  to  which  each  voter 
elected  by  the  urban  conference  belongs.  In  all 
cases  where  the  elector  docs  not  profess  allegiance  to 
any  party  the  District  Captain  must  communicate 
briefly  the  elector  s  convictions  without  neglecting  to 
indicate  the  particular  political  shade  of  the  principles 
he  favours,  as,  for  instance,  Extreme  Right,  Extreme 
Left,  Moderate,  Kcc.  The  District  Captains  are  made 
personally  re- ponsible  for  the  exactitude  and  prompti 
tude  of  the  information  required. 

The  Governor  of  Kiev  has  given  similar  instruc- 
tions to  the  Marshals  of  Nobility,  City  Mayors,  and 
all  the  Presidents  of  the  Urban  Electoral  Confer- 
ences. In  the  meantime  the  Kiev  police  have  already 
been  collecting  secret  information  with  regard  to  the 


political  convictions  of  the  laymen  who  were  chosen 
as  delegates  at  the  primary  electoral  proceedings. 

A  .Lawless  Governor. 

General  Mischenko,  the  anarchical  Governor  of  the 
Don  Province,  who  recently  organised  a  local 
plebiscite  as  to  whether  the  Municipal  Act,  passed  by 
the  Legislature  and  sanctioned  by  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  should  be  introduced  or  not,  is  displaying  a 
similar  spirit  of  reactionary  independence  in  the 
electoral  campaign.  He  lately  thought  fit  to  strike- 
off  the  register,  without  giving  any  valid  reason,  a 
Marshal  of  Nobility,  M.  Leonoff,  but  was  peremp- 
torily ordered  by  the  Governing  Senate  to  reinstate 
M.  Leonoff  in  his  rights.  Nothing  daunted,  however, 
by  this  injunction  of  the  highest  tribunal  of  the 
Empire,  General  Mischenko  is  now  having  M. 
Leonoff,  as  well  as  Colonel  Zuboff,  struck  off  the 
landowners'  register  on  the  pretext  that  they  do  not 
personally  engage  in  farming. 

The  Abbots  of  the  Kazan  district  have  been 
ordered  to  attend  a  preliminary  meeting  at  Kazan 
for  discussing  questionsconnected  with  the  elections, 
and  to  take  part  in  the  subsequent  electoral  proceed- 
ings jointly  with  the  small  landowners.  Any  failure 
to  attend  is  to  be  visited  by  disciplinary  penalties  on 
the  part  of  the  diocesan  authorities.  Similar  orders, 
with  the  intimation  that  severe  penalties  will  be 
inflicted  for  failure  to  attend  both  the  preliminary 
meeting  and  electoral  proceedings,  have  been  con- 
veyed to  the  deacons  and  psalm-chanters,  who  have 
to  join  the  second  urban  curia  of  the  town  of  Kazan. 

"Blessed"  Electors. 

Archbishop  Joachim,  of  Nijni,  has  given  strict 
orders  to  the  clergy  of  all  grades  to  take  part  in  the 
elections  and  vote  for  the  candidates  indicated  by 
him,  under  threat  of  severe  penalties  in  case  of  dis- 
obedience. The  electoral  proceedings  are  opened 
by  the  vicars  with  the  following  formula  :  "  His 
Eminence  the  Lord  Bishop  has  blessed  as  electors 
.  .  .",  followed  by  the  names  of  the  "blessed" 
individuals  to  be  chosen. 

The  police  at  Smolensk  have  returned  500  voting- 
papers  to  the  Town  Council  Executive  on  the  alleged 
ground  of  their  inability  to  find  the  whereabouts  of 
the  addressees,  who  are  almost  exclusively  Jews.  The 
truth  of  the  allegation  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  voters  said  to  be  missing  are  owners 
of  real  property  in  the  town. 

The  Governor  of  Yolhynia,  in  his  public  announce- 
ment of  the  preliminary  electoral  conferences,  took 
care  to  omit  the  date  on  vhich  those  conferences  were 
to  be  held.  Needless  10  say,  the  "sound"  voters 
were  privately  informed  of  the  correct  date,  so  as  to 
save  the  official  candidates  from  all  danger  of 
rejection. 

The  authorities  at  Wilna  have  forbidden  the  news- 
paper editors  to  publish  the  names  of  the  Progressist 
and  the  Jewish  electors. 

Contrary  to  law,  two  Protestant  landowners  of  the 
Wilna  district  have  been  transferred  from  the 
Russian  to  the  Polish  curia  on  account  of  their 
opposition  to  the  official  candidate,  M.  Zamyslovsky. 

The  delegates  chosen  by  the  factory- workers  at 
Byalystok  for  the  nomination  of  electors  out  of  their 
number  have  been  placed  under  arrest. 


JEWISH  CONVERTS. 

To  be  Classed  as  Jews  for  Voting 
Purposes. 

The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  instructed  the 
Electoral  Commissioners  that  converted  Jews  are  to 
be  classed  as  belonging  to  the  "  Jewish  nationality ,:' 
and  have  therefore  to  vote  with  the  Jewish  curia-. 
This  instruction  is  sure  to  produce  numerous  com- 
plications, if  only  by  reason  of  the  register  having 
already  been  completed  on  a  different  principle. 

The  Ministerial  instruction  is  also  pregnant  with 
extremely  paradoxical  situations.  At  Ekaterinoslav, 
for  instance,  a  Town  Councillor,  M.  Payurovsky,  who 
has  been  a  regular  Orthodox  Church  worshipper  for 
the  last  forty  years,  will  now  have  to  perform  his 
civic  duty  along  with  his  former  co-religionists. 
Another  Town  Councillor,  M.  Khvatevsky,  who  is  a 
prominent  "  Unionist,"  will  find  himself  in  the  same 
predicament.  But  most  curious  of  all  will  be  the 
position  of  Orthodox  priests  who  have  been  con- 
verted from  Judaism  ;  it  will  certainly  be  a  some- 
what piquant  spectacle  to  find  Orthodox  "  Little 
Fathers"  among  the  congregation  of  Jews. 


BAN   ON  BAPTISTS. 

The  Pan- Russian  Baptists'  Conference,  held  last 
year  at  Moscow,  resolved  to  hold  the  next  Confer- 
ence at  Kharkov,  for  which  all  the  preparations  were 
made.  Suddenly,  however,  the  executive  of  the 
organisation  was  informed  that  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  could  not  permit  the  holding  of  a  Baptists' 
Conference  at  Kharkov.  No  reason  for  the  prohibi- 
tion was  stated. 


A    RUINED  UNIVERSITY. 

Police  Provocation  and  Offical  Corruption 
at  Odessa. 

Striking  revelations  of  the  methods  by  which  the 
authorities  have  brought  the  University  of  Odessa  to 
ruin  are  made  in  a  detailed  report  which  the  former 
chief  of  the  University  Okhrana,  M.  Yakulin.  has 
addressed  to  the  Rector  of  the  Odessa  Educational 
District.  The  report  deals  with  the  doings  of  the 
University  Secretary,  Gueritch,  and  chapter  and 
verse  are  given  for  each  of  the  grave  allegations  it 
contains. 

According  to  M.  Yakulin,  with  the  help  of  the  so- 
called  "  Academists,"  or  student  members  of  the 
Union  of  the  Russian  People,  and  of  Okhrana 
officers  Gueritch  used  to  organise  University  riots, 
which  afforded  him  a  pretext  for  firing  on  unarmed 
students.  Our  readers  may  remember  the  murder  in 
this  way  of  an  inoffensive  student  named  Ightsky, 
whose  father  afterwards  committed  suicide  at  his 
grave.  M.  Yakulin  cites  various  attempts  at  provoca- 
tion, which  were  systematically  organised  both 
within  and  outside  the  University  walls.  He  cate- 
gorically states  that  revolvers  for  the  Academists 
were  supplied  from  the  office  of  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner of  Police,  while  the  actual  firing  was  started 
at  the  command  of  Gueritch.  The  first  shots  were 
fired  by  Academists,  whose  names  are  given,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  Academists  and  the 
Okhrana  officers  nobody  possessed  any  arms  what- 
ever. This,  however,  did  not  prevent  Gueritch  and 
his  "assistants"  from  attributing  the  firing  to  the 
students  of  the  "Left." 

Gueritch  also  organised  physical  assaults  on  his 
former  official  colleagues,  as  well  as  on  certain 
journalists.  He  even  pressed  M.  Yakulin  to  slip 
copies  of  revolutionary  proclamations  among  the 
belongings  of  those  members  of  the  University  whom 
he  disliked.  In  short,  the  University,  with  its 
Okhrana  detachment  and  its  conspiracy-hatching 
cabinet  for  the  organisation  of  disorders,  was  turned 
into  a  regular  trap  for  the  students. 

After  these  bloodthirsty  methods,  the  other  mis- 
deed* of  the  authorities,  consisting  as  they  did  of  acts 
of  extortion,  bribery,  and  misappropriation  of  funds, 
appear  almost  venal  delinquencies,  although  sufficient 
in  themselves  to  ruin  the  reputation  of  any  scholastic 
institution. 

The  artificially  manufactured  disorders  were 
exploited  by  their  authors  for  the  purposes  of  gain 
by  incriminating  wealthy  students  in  order  to  make 
their  parents  purchase  their  release. 

Finally,  it  is  alleged  that  the  administrators  of  the 
University  were  in  the  habit  of  using  the  University 
funds  for  their  personal  and  domestic  needs,  and 
even  indulged  in  riotous  living  at  the  expense  of 
their  long-suffering  alma  mater. 


ST.   PETERSBURG  STUDENTS. 


University  Buildings  Invaded  by  Soldiers. 


The  Ministry  of  Education  has  been  conducting  a 
military  campaign  against  its  hereditary  enemies, 
the  University  students.  In  St.  Petersburg  large 
bodies  of  regular  troops,  not  to  mention  the  united 
forces  of  the  metropolitan  police,  recently  invaded 
the  University  buildings,  which  at  the  opening  of 
the  scholastic  year  presented  the  appearance  of  a 
beleaguered  citadel. 

The  alarm  felt  by  the  Government  at  the  opening 
of  the  session  arose  from  M.  Kasso's  bad  conscience 
in  having  systematically  flouted  the  selections  made 
by  the  Professorial  Conference,  and  filled  the  various 
chairs  with  men  to  his  own  taste.  But  unfortunately 
such  Professors  by  Ministerial  Appointment  do  not 
appeal  to  the  students,  who  either  ignore  them  alto- 
gether or  meet  them  with  hostile  demonstrat'ons. 
To  guard  against  these  ebullitions  of  feeling  the 
Professors  by  Appointment  are  made  to  lecture  to  a 
carefully  selected  handful  of  "well-intentioned'' 
students  in  the  remotest  corners  of  the  building,  and 
are  protected  on  particular  occasions,  such  as  the 
opening  of  the  session,  by  the  admission  of  extra- 
neous armed  forces. 

This  time,  too,  the  Government  had  received 
information  that  the  students  were  conspiring  for  the 
criminal  purpose  of  holding  a  meeting,  and  this  was 
enough  by  itself  to  induce  the  Government  to 
mobilise  its  forces  as  if  for  war. 

But  in  spite  of  all  precautions  the  students  found 
an  opportunity  to  hold  a  hurried  meeting  within  the 
precincts  of  the  University,  at  which  they  passed  a 
resolution  of  protest  against  the  atrocities  committed  at 
the  Siberian  convict  prison  at  Kutomar.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  say,  however,  how  many  students  will  have  to 
pay  dearly  for  their  generous  impulse  by  having  their 
academic  career  nipped  in  the  bud,  if  not  bv  being 
exiled  themselves  by  administrative  order  without 
any  form  of  trial. 
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NOTES. 


Nearing  the  End. 

If  the  results  of  the  nominations  to  the  final 
electoral  colleges  that  are  already  known  (and 
according  to  our  latest  information  they  constitute 
about  a  tenth  of  the  total  number)  may  be  taken 
as  a  criterion,  the  fourth  Duma  is  assured  of  an 
overwhelming  Reactionary  majority.  By  the  end 
of  last  week  the  forces  of  Reaction  outnumbered 
those  of  Progress  in  these  colleges  by  about  five 
to  two.  This  does  not  mean,  of  course,  that 
deputies  will  be  elected  in  the  same  proportion. 
What  it  does  mean  is  that,  if  similar  results  come 
in  from  those  constituencies  where  the  electors 
have  still  to  be  nominated,  the  Right  will  have 
complete  control  over  the  final  colleges,  and  that 
only  here  and  there  will  it  be  possible  for  a  stray 
candidate  of  true  Progressive  policy  to  creep  in. 
To  ensure  the  "  soundness "  of  the  electoral 
bodies  the  authorities  have  never  relaxed  their 
repressive  and  illegal  efforts,  and  the  selection  of 
typical  incidents  we  print  this  week  (which  are 
only  a  fraction  of  the  many  examples  of  flagrant 
injustice  that  have  come  under  our  notice  during 
the  last  few  days)  provides  material  for  a  dozen 
damning  indictments  of  the  Administration. 


Jilted  Nationalists. 

The  triumphant  march  of  the  clergy  in  the 
elections  has  come  as  a  stunning  blow  to  the 
Nationalists,  who  had  confidently  hoped  to  play 
first  fiddle  in  the  fourth  Duma  and,  with  the 
Ministry  dependent  upon  their  support,  to  enjoy 
a  monopoly  of  Court  and  Government  favours. 
It  does  not  suit  them  at  all  to  find  the  Procurator 
of  the  Holy  Synod  supplying  the  Reactionary 
regime  with  a  more  obedient  and  better  disci- 
plined instrument  by  leading  his  serried  ranks 
of  black-gowned  politicians  into  the  Taurida 
Palace.  Having  made  sure  that  they  had  the 
Government  securely  in  their  somewhat  exacting 
and  expensive  embrace,  they  now  feel  that  they 
have  been  jilted,  and  this  explains  the  undis- 
guised disappointment  and  bitter  lamentations 
of  the  Menshikoffs,  the  Alexander  Stolypins,  and 
the  other  mouthpieces  of  a  policy  which  they 
are  pleased  to  call  "National  Liberalism,"  but 
to  which  others  give  a  less  euphemistic  label. 


"  Above  the  Law." 

In  Russia  nothing  is  so  permanent  as  the  pro- 
fessedly temporary  ;  and  the  truth  of  this  para- 
dox is  nowhere  better  evidenced  than  in  the 
administration  of  the  country  by  "  Okhrana " 
measures.  In  1881  the  disordered  state  of  the 
Empire  induced  the  Government  of  the  day  to 
set  up  an  extraordinary  regime,  whereby  local 
authorities  were  empowered- to  arrest  and  deport, 
confiscate  and  suppress,  at  their  own  arbitrary- 
discretion,  without  legal  or  judicial  process. 
These  conditions,  which  in  many  places  amounted 
almost  to  martial  law,  were  to  hold  good  for  a 
year  from  the  date  of  their  institution;  they 


have  remained  in  force  ever  since,  being  renewed 
from  year  to  year  by  Imperial  Ukase.  From  the 
list  of  renewals  we  give  elsewhere  it  is  seen  that 
by  far  the  greatest  part  of  the  Empire  is  now 
held  in  the  strangling  grip  of  the  Okhrana.  In 
fact,  there  are  very  few  places  in  Russia  where 
the  normal  operation  of  statute  law  is  known 
except  as  a  memory  of  the  past  cherished  by  the 
older  generation  of  inhabitants  ;  to  the  younger 
folk  legality  is  a  word  which  conveys  neither 
meaning  nor  associations.  The  fact  that  this  can 
be  done  without  reference  to  the  Duma  and  the 
Constitution  affords  a  measure  of  what  these 
institutions  are  worth  even  at  their  best  ;  while 
the  fact  that  every  year  the  Government  con- 
siders it  necessary  to  renew  measures  originally 
designed  for  a  time  of  panic  proves  the  utter  lack 
of  sympathy  prevailing  between  the  nation  and 
its  rulers,  and  at  the  same  time  renders  it  impos- 
sible for  the  Russian  people  to  feel  any  respect 
for  law  and  order. 


Finnish  Resistance. 

Every  day  the  gravity-  of  the  situation  in 
Finland  becomes  intensified.  The  attempt  to 
put  the  Equality  Law  into  operation  is  meeting 
with  the  most  determined  and  effective  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  loyal  Finnish  officials 
who  are  expected  to  carry  it  out,  and  matters 
have  already  reached  a  deadlock.  Passive 
resistance,  indeed,  has  never  found  a  more  pro- 
mising field  for  its  employment.  That  the 
Finns  should  be  asked  to  administer  a  law  which, 
whatever  might  be  said  in  its  favour,  was  pro- 
mulgated without  any  reference  to  the  Finnish 
Parliament,  and  is  therefore  absolutely  illegal 
according  to  the  Finnish  Constitution,  is  a 
typically  Russian  outrage  on  the  very  principle 
of  legality,  and  there  is  not  a  Finn,  outside  the 
small  band  of  those  renegades  who  have  become 
the  creatures  of  the  Russian  bureaucracy,  who 
will  have  anything  to  do  with  such  a  measure. 
And  when  all  the  Town  Magistrates  in  the 
Grand  Duchy  have  been  arrested  and  sentenced 
in  St.  Petersburg  the  struggle  will  only  be  at 
its  beginning. 

A  Martyred  University. 

The  ruin  of  the  once  famous  University  of 
Odessa,  to  which  reference  has  more  than  once 
been  made  in  our  columns,  provides  one  of  the 
darkest  chapters  in  the  discreditable  history  of 
the  Ministry  of  Education.  More  than  any  other 
seat  of  learning  in  Russia,  the  New  Russian 
University — to  give  it  its  official  title — has 
suffered  from  the  fatal  attentions  of  M.  Kasso, 
and,  as  far  as  scholastic  equipment  and  achieve- 
ments are  concerned,  it  personifies  the  climax  of 
desolation.  It  first  incurred  the  hostility  of  the 
Government  owing  to  the  independence  of  its 
professors,  who  were  replaced  by  a  species  of 
graduate  policemen,  reinforced  by  a  detachment 
of  real  Okhrana  officers.  From  a  centre  of 
learning  it  was  transformed  into  a  citadel  of 
the  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  and  the  sub- 
servient creatures  who  occupied  the  chairs  of  its 
brilliant  scholars  found  a  profitable  employ- 
ment in  practising  the  Okhrana's  familiar 
methods  of  provocation.  The  revelations  of  a 
former  Okhrana  official,  which  have  just  been 
published,  show  the  terrible  lengths  to  which, 
under  the  administration  of  the  Rector  and 
Secretary  of  the  university  and  the  patronage  of 
General  Tolmatcheff,  the  system  of  violence  and 
corruption  has  been  carried.  There  is,  how- 
ever, small  ground  for  hoping  that  these  dis- 
closures will  induce  the  Government  to  bring  to 
justice  these  oppressors,  and  in  some  cases 
virtual  murderers,  of  the  youth  of  the  country. 


The  Meekness  of  M.  Muratoff. 

Throughout  Russia  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
many  provincial  Governors  whose  exploits  are 
fitted  to  rank  with  those  of  M.  Muratoff,  now  of 


Kursk  and  late  of  Tambov.  In  despotism  and 
misrule  he  is  a  worthy  rival  to  Khvostoff  and 
Tolmatcheff,  while  his  zeal  for  expelling  Jews 
has  earned  for  him  the  admiration  of  all  good 
anti-Semites.  Suddenly,  however,  he  has  been 
seized  with  a  spirit  of  humility,  and  has  been 
moved  to  administer  a  saintly  reproof  to  his 
subordinates  for  the  excess  of  zeal  with  which 
they  are  accustomed  to  do  homage  to  his  high 
office.  Here,  in  his  own  words,  is  a  picture  of 
the  conditions  to  which  he  takes  exception  : — 

"On  my  appearance  the  police  inspectors, 
superintendents,  constables,  and  guards  leave 
their  duties  and  make  themselves  quite  unneces- 
sarily busy.  They  hurry  to  the  fore,  clearing  the 
road  and  shouting  needlessly  at  the  public.  They 
push  aside,  or  at  the  very  best  move  aside,  any 
peaceful  inhabitant  who  happens  to  come  my 
way.  All  this  gives  one  the  impression  of  dis- 
order occasioned  by  the  Governor  himself.  It 
is  still  more  painful  when  all  this  superfluous 
fidgeting  disturbs  the  awe-inspiring  calm  which 
ought  to  reign  among  the  worshippers  at 
church." 

We  can  only  suppose  that  the  Governor's  official 
minions,  who  had  evidently  been  well  schooled 
in  their  ceremonial  duties,  and  knew  what  was 
expected  of  them  by  their  superior,  overdid  the 
process  of  official  terrorism  on  one  occasion  and 
mishandled  some  influential  personage.  What- 
ever the  cause  of  M.  Muratoff's  outburst  of  meek- 
ness, it  throws  an  interesting  light  on  the  condi- 
tions that  prevail  normally  in  Kursk,  and  doubt- 
less in  many  other  governments. 


SUPPRESSION    OF   THE  PRESS. 


The  Inspector  of  Primary  Schools  of  the  Bendery 
district,  Bessarabia,  has  ordered  all  the  teachers  at 
once  to  stop  their  subscriptions  to  the  Russki  Uchttel 
(Russian  Teacher)  and  Shkola  i  Jizn  (School  and 
Life),  which  he  regards  as  hostile  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  deliver  up  to  him  all  the  copies  of  these 
papers  they  have  already  received. 

The  Bessarabskaya  Jizn,oi  Kishinev,  has  been  fined 
500  roubles  for  its  comments  on  the  Balkan  crisis. 
Owing  to  non-payment  of  the  fine,  the  editor  has 
been  imprisoned  and  the  publication  of  the  paper 
has  ceased. 

The  Sibirskaya  Jizn,  of  Tomsk,  has  been  fined 
200  roubles  for  some  notes  on  the  condition  of  the 
Post  Office,  and  for  reproducing  an  item  of  informa- 
tion on  the  "  Black  Cabinet "  service  in  the  postal 
department. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Yujnaya  Mysl,  of  Odessa, 
which  contained  a  description  of  the  conditions  pre- 
vailing in  the  local  University,  was  confiscated. 

The  issue  of  the  Odessa  Novosii  of  October  5th  has 
been  confiscated  for  publishing  an  article  headed 
"  The  Troubles  of  an  Elector." 

The  number  of  the  Bogorodsk  Retch  which  con- 
tained the  Electoral  Appeal  of  the  Constitutional 
Democrats  has  been  confiscated,  and  domiciliary 
visits  have  been  paid  to  the  residences  of  the  editorial 
staff. 

M.  Jarnavsky,  the  responsible  editor  of  the  Kiev 
Mysl,  has  been  imprisoned  by  administrative  order 
for  two  months,  without  the  option  of  a  fine,  for  the 
publication  of  an  article  entitled  "The  Hieropoli- 
ticians,"  dealing  with  the  electoral  campaign  of  the 
Holy  Synod. 

M.  Kondratsky,  the  editor  of  the  Volhynia  Kourier, 
has  also  been  imprisoned  for  a  month  without  trial, 
and  without  the  option  of  a  fine,  for  the  publication 
of  articles  bearing  on  the  elections. 

The  Governor  of  Kurland  has  imprisoned  the 
editor  of  the  Libau  Golos  for  a  month,  without  the 
option  of  a  fine,  for  criticising  the  local  Consistory. 

The  editor  of  the  Jauna  Denaslapa,  of  Riga,  has 
been  sentenced  to  a  month's  imprisonment,  or  a  fine 
of  100  roubles,  for  the  publication  of  an  article  on 
the  execution  statistics. 

The  High  Court  of  Kieff  has  sentenced  the  editor 
of  the  Ogiu  to  three  weeks'  imprisonment  for  pub- 
lishing the  election  programme  of  the  Labour  party. 

The  Prefect  of  Moscow  has  fined  the  Ulro  Rossiv 
500  roubles  for  an  article  entitled  "  Homyakoff  on 
Ivan  Ivanovich,"  and  the  Trudovaya  Kopeyka  the 
same  amount  for  an  article  entitled  "  The  Election 
Campaign." 

The  Tver  Vycstnik,  the  Volga  Vyesti,  and  the  Astra- 
khan Vyestnik  have  been  fined  300,  100,  and  400 
roubles  respectively  for  comments  on  the  electoral 
campaign. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


THE  STRUGGLE   IN  FINLAND. 

Grave  Situation  Caused  by  Arrest  of 
Finnish  Officials. 


THE  EQUALITY  LAW   "  IMPASSE." 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

A  life-and-death  struggle  is  now  being  carried  on 
between  the  Russian  Government  and  the  Finnish 
nation.  Four  years  of  preparations  for  war,  of  paper 
encounters,  of  slanders,  of  laws  which  are  no  laws, 
administered  by  authorities  who,  for  Finland,  are  no 
authorities, t  of  protests,  and  of  outpost  skirmishes 
have  culminated  in  a  period  of  active  and  merciless 
strife,  in  which  all  the  forces  of  the  combatants  are 
being  brought  into  play. 

On  the  one  side  there  is  the  Russian  Government, 
the  aggressor,  blessed  by  a  Duma  which  does  not 
represent  the  Russian  people,  and  having  at  its  dis- 
posal countless  bayonets  and  servile  courts.  On  the 
other  side  there  is  a  nation  without  arms,  but  deeply 
conscious  of  itself,  devoted  to  its  institutions,  firmly 
believing  in  its  right  to  live  its  own  life,  strengthened 
by  the  exhortations  of  its  leading  men  and  of  its 
national  Parliament,  which  really  represents  all  the 
people,  and  possessing  courts  and  officials  that  are 
incorruptible  and  guided  by  laws  which  they  have 
pledged  themselves  to  observe. 

The  Viborg  Affair. 

The  opening  engagement  in  this  new  stage  of  the 
war  will  be  remembered.  Was  it  by  chance  that  it 
was  started  at  Viborg,  the  nearest  Finnish  town  to 
the  Russian  frontier,  whose  inhabitants  the  com- 
mander of  the  ancient  fortress  has  been  engaged  for 
some  time  in  the  attempt  to  imbue  with  a  wholesome 
respect  for  Russian  despotism,  and  whose  annexation 
to  Russia,  with  the  entire  province,  has  been  con- 
sistently urged  by  the  Nationalists  of  the  Duma  and 
of  the  Press  ?  Or  should  this  circumstance  be  attri- 
buted to  a  strategical  design  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment ?  It  is  difficult  to  say.  Certain  it  is,  however, 
that  the  moral  stronghold  of  the  Finnish  town  has 
met  the  attack  with  admirable  determination. 

It  will  be  as  well  to  recapitulate  the  facts.  A 
small  Russian  manufacturer  or  tradesman,  taking  his 
stand  upon  the  so-called  Equality  Law  manufactured 
by  the  Russian  Government  and  Duma,  announced 
to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  his  desire  to  carry  on  his 
trade  at  Viborg.  The  latter,  loyal  to  the  Finnish 
law,  which  has  not  been  abolished  according  to  the 
Constitution,  referred  him  to  the  Governor  of  the 
province,  since  he  was  not  a  Finnish  citizen.  The 
Governor  reported  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  the 
Governor-General  for  infringement  of  the  Equality 
Law,  and  the  latter  sent  a  complaint  to  St.  Peters- 
burg. Then  a  Russian  examining-magistrate  arrived, 
and  he,  after  a  comedy  of  interrogations,  to  which 
the  accused,  who  did  not  recognise  his  competence, 
were  dragged  by  the  police,  and  at  which  they 
preserved  a  complete  silence,  gave  orders  that  one 
of  the  Aldermen,  who  had  further  refused  to  furnish 
the  bail  of  500  roubles  demanded  of  him,  should 
be  arrested  and  imprisoned  at  Viborg  until  the  trial 
of  the  accused  opened  before  the  District  Court  of 
St.  Petersburg. 

Court  of  Appeal  Ignored. 

The  arrested  Alderman,  M.  Lagerkrantz,  then 
lodged  a  complaint  with  the  Viborg  Court  of 
Appeal  against  the  Governor,  who  had  caused  the 
order  of  the  Russian  magistrate  to  be  executed,  and 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  at  a  full  session  in  which  all  the 
members  of  the  different  divisions  took  part,  decided 
that  the  Governor  should  be  charged  before  it  for  his 
unparalleled  violation  of  the  personal  liberty  of  a 
Finnish  citizen  and  municipal  officer.  At  the  same 
time  it  ordered  the  Governor  immediately  to  set  the 
arrested  Alderman  at  liberty.  The  Governor,  sup- 
ported by  the  Governor-General  and  the  Procurator 
of  the  Finnish  Senate — that  caricature  of  the 
"supreme  guardian  of  the  laws  "—refused  to  obey 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  in  his  turn  reported  the 
Court  to  the  Governor-General  for  infringement  of 
the  Equality  Law.  Then  the  Court  of  Appeal 
decided  to  inform  the  Emperor-Grand-Dukc  of  what 
had  taken  place  and  to  demand  security  from  him 
for  the  judicial  rights  of  the  country  which  had  been 
violated.  Hut  the  only  effect  this  document  had  on 
the  Economic  Department  of  the  Senate,  through 
whose  hands,  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor-Grand- 
Duke,  it  passed,  was  a  notification  to  the  Department 
of  Justice  of  the  same  Senate  that  the  Court  of 
Appeal  had  transgressed  against  the  Equality  Law. 

Imprisoned  in  St.  Petersburg. 

However,  the  intervention  of  the  Court  of  Appeal 
caused  the  authorities  in  St.  Petersburg  to  fear  that 
the  arrested  Alderman  might  possibly  be  set  at 
liberty  by  the  competent  judges  in  Finland,  and  so 
the  magistrate  who  had  ordered  his  arrest  instructed 
the  prefect  of  police  at  Viborg  to  have  him  trans- 


ferred to  a  St.  Petersburg  prison.  This  outrage  \>>>> 
was  committed  ;  and,  although  the  police  had 
endeavoured  to  keep  the  removal  a  secret,  there 
were  amazing  popular  demonstrations  all  along  the 
railway  line  on  M.  Lagerkrantz's  departure.  It  was 
a  veritable  triumphal  psocessionfor  the  prisoner. 

Since  then  the  Mayor  and  two  other  Aldermen  of 
Viborg  have  been  arrested  and  conveyed  to  St. 
Petersburg,  but  on  refusing  to  answer  all  questions, 
they  were  released  from  custody  and  allowed  to 
return  to  Viborg.  M.  Lagerkrantz,  however,  is  still 
kept  in  prison,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  official 
indictment  expressly  states  that  these  "  criminals  " 
are  under  no  obligation  to  attend  in  person  the 
hearing  of  their  cases,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  how 
the  authorities  explain  this  differentiation  and  mani- 
fest illegality. 

As  regards  its  immediate  cause — that  is  to  say,  the 
method  by  which  the  Russian  tradesman  in  question 
ought  to  receive  the  licence  to  engage  in  his  occupa- 
tion— this  affair  is  ludicrously  insignificant.  But  it 
has  led  yet  another  body  to  "  transgress  against  the 
Equality  Law."  The  Governor,  finding  himself  com- 
pelled by  the  loyalty  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to 
the  Finnish  laws  to  grant  the  licence  himself,  took 
care  nevertheless  not  to  fulfil  all  the  requirements  of 
the  real  law.  Thus  he  omitted  to  ask  the  advice  of 
the  Municipal  Council,  and  that  is  why  this  Council, 
too,  has  lodged  a  complaint  against  the  Governor 
with  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

A  Protracted  Struggle. 

That  is  how  matters  now  stand.  The  trial  of  the 
Viborg  officials  will  begin  on  the  23rd  inst.,  and  it  is 
certain  that  the  St.  Petersburg  Court  will  convict 
them.  It  is  also  known  that,  when  this  trial  is 
over,  there  are  similar  cases  of  municipal  officers  of 
other  towns  waiting  to  be  dealt  with.  What  is  not 
yet  known  is  whether  the  Russian  Government  will 
venture  to  attack  the  Court  of  Appeal  and  the  Muni- 
cipal Council  of  Viborg  in  the  same  way,  as  the 
Equality  Law  demands. 

As  for  the  Russian  subjects  in  Finland,  they  have 
gained  nothing  by  the  Equality  Law.  At  the  present 
moment  it  is  difficult  for  them  to  obtain  trade  licences 
in  the  Grand  Duchy.  They  do  not  know  which  way 
to  turn,  since  those  who  attempt  to  take  the  illegal 
path  of  the  Equality  Law  will  be  boycotted  by  the 
native  population. 

It  is  abundantly  clear  that  the  whole  Finnish  people 
is  quite  resolved  to  offer  a  strenuous  passive  resist- 
ance to  the  Russian  Government's  efforts  to  deprive 
it  of  its  own  laws,  and  thus  to  wipe  it  out  of  existence 
as  a  distinct  and  living  .".ition.  It  will  carry  on  the 
campaign  even  at  the  cost  of  temporary  anarchy, 
the  whole  responsibility  for  which  will  rest  on  the 
Russian  Government. 


Governor-General  Seyn  has  applied  to  the  Imperial 
Government  with  a  request  that  he  should  be  invested 
with  the  right  of  vetoing  laws  passed  by  the  Finnish 
Senate,  so  that  no  enactment  of  the  Senate  should 
enter  into  force  without  the  Governor-General's 
assent. 


THE   CULT   OF  CORRUPTION. 


M.  Menshikoff's  Contrast  Between  Russia 
and  Japan. 

After  contrasting  the  "  noble  madness  "  of  General 
Xogi  with  the  ignoble  greed  of  Major-General 
Ukhach-Ogorovich,  who  was  recently  convicted  of 
wholesale  misappropriation  and  corruption  during 
the  Japanese  War,  M.  Menshikoff  writes  in  the  Novoc 
Vrcmya  : — 

"  It  was  the  blind  thirst  for  money  in  society  that 
led  to  the  timber  concessions  on  the  river  Yalu  and 
to  the  shameful  destruction  of  our  Army  and  our 
Fleet.  This  blind  thirst  for  money,  money,  money, 
to  be  squandered  in  ignoble  luxury,  still  involves 
our  Crown  contracts,  both  for  the  Army  and  for 
the  Navy,  in  its  meshes,  though  a  time  is  bound 
to  come  when,  in  the  words  of  the  Gospel,  every 
secret  will  be  revealed.  While  our  mysterious 
neighbour  of  the  Rising  Sun  is  carrying  the  cult  of 
nobility  and  patriotism  to  a  legendary  beauty  and 
power,  with  us  there  grows  and  gains  in  strength, 
without  meeting  any  proper  resistance,  the  cult  of 
treason  to  the  Fatherland  and  the  Throne,  the  cult 
of  corruption,  swindling,  and  piracies  of  every  kind. 
The  Courts  are  already  growing  faint  in  fighting 
these  conditions,  and  it  has  taken  a  Senatorial  Revi- 
sion to  catch  a  single  taker  of  bribes." 

Although  it  is  interesting  in  this  connection  to 
recall  that  the  Novoe  Vrcmya  itself  was  the  chief 
organ  of  the  Yalu  concession-hunters  who  made  the 
Japanese  war,  with  all  its  corruption  and  ruinous 
consequences,  nobody  can  deny  the  justice  of 
M.  Menshikoff's  belated  lamentations,  which  apply 
with  equal  truth  to  the  present  as  to  the  past. 


In  spite  of  the  Ministerial  order  to  Governor 
Muratoff,  the  expulsions  of  Jews  from  the  government 
of  Kursk  are  still  procecfling. 


OKHRANA  RULE. 

Nearly  the   Whole    of   Russia  under 
Extraordinary  Regime. 

In  amplification  of  the  statement  published  in  a 
recent  issue,  we  give  a  list  of  the  places  in  which  the 
state  of  Okhrana  in  one  or  other  of  its  stages 
(ordinary,  increased,  or  extraordinary)  has  been 
renewed  for  another  year.  The  effect  of  this  renewal 
is  to  keep  all  these  parts  of  Russia  (which  cover 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  Empire;  in  a  state  of  arbitrary 
administrative  rule,  which  gives  the  local  authorities 
full  power  over  the  personal  liberty  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, without  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to 
legal  or  judicial  proceedings.  It  should  be  added 
that  Okhrana  rule  was  instituted  in  1881  as  a  "  tem- 
porary "  measure  of  coping  with  disorder,  but  has 
remained  in  force  ever  since.  Renewal  orders  have 
now  been  issued  by  Imperial  Ukase  for  the  following 
places  :  — 

The  Governor-Generalships  of  Warsaw,  Irkutsk, 
and  Kiev  (with  Podolia  and  Volhynia). 

The  governments  of  St.  Petersburg,  Moscow, 
Warsaw,  Yoronej,  Ekaterinoslav,  Kursk,  Lublin, 
Petrokov,  Siedlce,  Taurida  (exclusive  of  Yalta  and 
its  district),  Kharkov,  Chernigov,  Archangel,  Astra- 
khan, Bessarabia,  Vitebsk,  Vladimir,  Vologda,  Vyatka, 
Kazan,  Kaluga,  Kostroma,  Kurland,  Livonia,  Minsk, 
Mohilev,  Novgorod,  Xijni-Xovgorod,  Olonetsk,  Oren- 
burg, Orel,  Penza,  Perm,  Poltava,  Pskov,  Riazan, 
Samara,  Simbirsk,  Smolensk,  Stavropol,  Tambov, 
Tver,  Tobolsk,  Tomsk,  Tula,  Turgansk,  Ufa,  Cherson, 
Esthonia,  and  Yaroslavl. 

The  districts  of  Tashkent,  Chikment,  Auliatin, 
Perovsk,  and  Kazalinsk  in  the  Syr-Daria  province  ; 
the  districts  of  Vyernensk  and  Pishpeksk  in  the 
Semirechensk  province  ;  the  provinces  of  Samar- 
kand, Fergana,  and  Transcaspia  ;  all  the  Russian 
settlements  in  the  Khanate  of  Bokhara;  the  districts 
of  Omsk,  Kokchetavsk,  and  Petropavlovsk  (Akmo- 
linsk  province)  ;  Alexandrovsk,  Kovrovsk,  Pokrovsk, 
and  Shuya  (Vladimir)  ;  Bialystok (Grodno  1 ;  Achinsk, 
Kansk,  and  Krasnoyarsk  ( Yenisseysk)  ;  Irkutsk, 
Balagansk,  and  Xijneudinsk  ;  Kieff,  Riga,  and 
Dorpat ;  Bryansk  (Orel),  Perm,  Ekaterinburg,  Kras- 
noufimsk,  Okhansk,  and  Solikamsk  ;  Tomsk.  Barnaul, 
Byisk,  Zmeinogorsk,  Kainsk,  and  Maryinsk  ;  Rostov- 
on-Don  (exclusive  of  township),  Yalta,  Berezov, 
Ishim,  Kurgansk,  Surgutsk,  and  Tiumen  (Tobolsk;. 

The  prefectures  of  St.  Petersburg,  Moscow,  Odessa, 
Xikolayev,  and  Rostov-on-Don. 

The  townships  of  Samara,  Kishinev,  Kazan  with 
its  suburbs,  Xijni-Xovgorod  with  its  Fair  area  and 
the  manufacturing  centre  of  Sormovsk,  Chelabinsk 
(Orenburg),  Kungur  (Perm),  Alexandrovsk-Grus- 
hevsky  with  its  mining  suburb  and  the  Sulinov 
Works,  and  Yalta. 

The  Moscow-Xijni  and  Murom  railway-line  areas 
in  the  government  of  Vladimir. 

Similar  powers  are  vested  in  the  Viceroy  of  the 
Caucasus  (including  the  whole  of  the  Caspian  Sea), 
the  Military  Governor  of  the  Ural  province,  the 
Deputy-Chief  (Ataman)  of  the  Don  Army,  the  Prefect 
of  Kertch-Yenikale,  and  in  the  authorities  of  the  areas 
of  the  Samara-Zlatoust  and  Siberian  railway-lines 
throughout  their  entire  extent. 

Those  parts  of  the  Empire  for  which  no  excep- 
tional status  has  been  proclaimed  are  nevertheless  to 
remain  subject  to  the  operation  of  Articles  28-31  of 
the  Regulations  for  the  Protection  of  the  Order  of 
State  and  Public  Tranquillity. 


JEWS    OUTSIDE   THE  PALE. 

The  Right  to  Live,  but  Not  to  Trade. 

In  connection  with  the  case  of  the  Jew  Diment, 
who  was  acquitted  by  both  the  District  Court  and 
the  High  Court  of  Moscow  of  a  charge  of  unlawfully 
carrying  on  a  trade  in  hay  at  Smolensk,  the  Senate 
has  decided  that  a  Jew  trading  outside  the  Pale  is 
subject  to  Article  1171  of  the  Penal  Code,  which  pre- 
scribes for  that  offence  the  penalty  of  expulsion  and 
confiscation  of  his  goods.  Diment  had  traded  under 
the  licence  granted  by  the  Governor  of  Smolensk 
and  issued  in  virtue  of  the  Imperial  Ukase  of  August 
3rd,  1^03,  while  the  Stolypin  circular  issued  in  1907 
confirmed  the  right  of  the  Governors  to  allow  further 
residence  outside  the  Pale  for  an  unlimited  term  to 
any  |ews  settled  there  before  August  14th,  1906.  The 
Senate  has  now  ruled,  however,  that  the  right  of  resi- 
dence granted  by  the  circular  does  not  include  the 
right  of  trading,  which  remains  a  punishable  offence, 
even  when  carried  on  under  the  licence  of  the  local 
authorities. 


In  order  that  the  three  hundred  sailors  implicated 
in  the  Sebastopol  mutiny  may  be  kept  from  contact 
with  the  rest  of  the  Navy  they  have  been  placed  as 
prisoners  on  the  transport  vessel  Prut,  which  is  to  be 
permanently  stationed  off  the  desert  island  of  Berezan, 
near  the  fortress  of  Ochakov. 
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THE    DUMA    IN  EMBRYO. 


Although  the  actual  elections  of  deputies  have 
not  yet  begun,  the  composition  of  the  fourth 
Duma  is  clearly  indicated.      Even  before  the 
second  stage  in  the  elections  was  half  completed 
the  nominations  to  the  final  colleges  were  suffi- 
cient to  show  what  manner  of  deputies  would  be 
returned  to  the  Taurida  Palace.     These  nomina- 
tions bear  witness  on  the  one  hand  to  the  capacity 
of  the  Government  in  the  way  of  manipulating 
the  elections,  and  on  the  other  hand   to  the 
genuine  sentiments  and  opinions  of  the  Russian 
people  wherever  and  whenever  they  have  been 
able  to  break  through  the  meshes  of  the  electoral 
net  and  to  escape  from  the  arbitrary  interference 
and  gross  chicanery  of  the  Administration.  The 
means  employed  by  the  authorities  to  possess 
themselves  of  an  obedient  Duma  are  by  now 
sufficiently  familiar.    The  novel  feature  of  the 
present  campaign  has  been,  of  course,  the  mobili- 
sation of  the  clergy  through  the  agency  of  the 
Holy  Synod  and  at  the  instigation  of  the  Ministry 
of  the  Interior.    It  was  generally  supposed  at 
first  that  the  Government  intended  to  pack  the 
Duma  itself  with  a  solid  mass  of  popes,  who  were 
to  make  the  Ministry  altogether  independent  of 
the  support  of  the  Octobrists.     But  although 
this  was  probably  M.  Sabler's  original  plan,  it 
fewBWKie-cIeai  to  the  aaore  statesmanlike  i.r.i.d  of 
the  Premier  that  a  Duma  largely  filled  with 
members  of  the  smallest  and  most  unrepresenta- 
tive class  of  the  population,  whose  very  calling 
should  keep  them  outside  the  political  arena  and 
who    were    so    manifestly    dependent  on  the 
Government,    could    not  be   passed   off  even 
on    foreign    loan-mongers — who   are    only  too 
eager  to  credit  Russia  with  the  possession  of 
a  Constitutional  regime — as  representative  of  the 
Russian  people      It  was  therefore  decided  to 
employ  the  clergy,  not  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
stituting a  new  so-called  "  Centre  "  party  in  the 
Duma,  but  as  an  electoral  instrument  for  the 
manufacture  of   an  assembly  of  pronouncedly 
Reactionary  complexion.    In  order  to  achieve 
that  object  the  task  of  the  Holy  Synod  has  been, 
while  restraining    the  excessive    eagerness  of 
bishops  and  priests  to  stand  themselves  as  candi- 
dates, to  drive  the  entire  herd  of  the  clergy  to 
the  polling-booths  in  order  to  secure  the  success 
of  Right  candidates. 

The  result  of  these  operations  of  the  Holy 
Synod,  combined  with  the  gross  inequalities  of 
the  Electoral  Law  and  the  very  varied  assortment 
of  illegal  measures  to  which  the  authorities  have 
resorted,  has  been  to  distort  public  opinion  even 
more  violently  than  was  done  at  the  elections  to 
the  third  Duma.  It  need,  therefore  cause  no 
surprise  if  the  assembly  about  to  be  elected  is 
one  in  which  even  the  complaisant  Octobrists  will 
be  forced  to  make  room  for  the  obscurantist  Right 
and  unprincipled  Nationalists.  The  Right,  on 
which,  it  appears,  the  Government  will  henceforth 
largely  have  to  rely,  consists  of  professed  Reac- 
tionaries and  "  Black  Hundred "  politicians, 
who  regard  the  Constitution  as  treason,  and 
believe  that  the  proper  function  of  the  Duma  is 
to  act,  not  as  a  check  upon  Autocracy,  but  as  one  of 
its  stoutest  defenders,  and  as  a  bulwark  against 
any  attempt  at  Constitutional  Government.  This 
party  the  late  M.  Stolypin  found  impossible  for 
the  purpose  of  hoodwinking  foreigners  with  even 


the  semblance  of  a  Constitutional  n!ginu\  And 
since  he  was  unwilling  to  jpvern  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  the  g  enuine  Constitutiona- 
lists, while  the  Octobrists  occasionally  indulged 
in  the  luxury  of  a  feigned  independence,  he  found 
it  convenient  to  organise  if  the  Duma  a  body  of 
opportunists  and  fortune-hunters  who  could 
accommodate  themselves  to 'any  desired  degree  of 
either  Autocratic  or  Constitutional  principles, 
according  to  the  inspiration  or  necessities  of  the 
moment.  .  The  Nationalist  party  in  the  third 
Duma  was  thus  a  group  of  retainers  of  the  ruling- 
powers,  ever  watching  which  way  the  wind  blew, 
and  ever  on  the  look-out  f ( r  the  material  profits 
of  their  political  servility.  Their  number  was 
augmented  by  the  accessi  m  of  equally  unprin- 
cipled deserters  from  the  rabid  Right  and  from 
the  Right  wing  of  the  Octobrists  who  were 
anxious  to  share  the  spoils.  In  the  fourth  Duma 
it  is  uncertain  as  yet  how  -far  the  majority  will 
be  composed  of  members  of  the  Extreme  Right 
and  how  far  of  Nationalists.  What  is  certain, 
however,  is  that  the  Octobrists  will  be  returned 
in  very  greatly  diminished  numbers,  and  that 
therefore  the  majority  in  die  fourth  Duma  will 
be  even  more  frankly  Reactionary  than  it  was  in 
its  predecessor. 

And  yet  through  the  fog  of  this  false  and 
artificially  manufactured  majority  the  real  public 
opinion  of  Russia  may  be  discerned.  In  spite  of 
the  cunning  formation  of  t  le  electoral  sieve,  and 
in  spite  of  all  the  restrictions  and  illegalities 
with  which  it  has  been  clogged,  the  will  of  the 
people  juld  i\  :t  f\H .;  He  f,lfl#»fc  a  ^.Tasr&tttad-fcoTn 
trickling  through.  The  Opposition,  consisting  of 
the  Progressists,  the  Constitutional  Democrats, 
and  the  more  advanced  groups  of  the  Left,  have 
managed  to  return  to  the  inal  colleges  about 
half  as  many  electors  as  tjhe  two  privileged 
parties  of  the  Right  and  the  Nationalists,  on  whose 
behalf  the  entire  clergy  has  been  mobilised  and 
the  whole  administrative  apparatus  brought  into 
play.  The  Progressive  parties  will  not  be 
present  in  the  fourth  Duma  in  sufficient  strength 
to  offer  any  effective  opposition  to  the  oppressive 
measures  of  the  Ministry  and  its  supporters  ; 
that  they  should,  however,  even  comprise  an 
appreciable  fraction  of  the  assembly,  having 
survived  the  withering  fire  with  which  the 
batteries  of  the  Administration  have  decimated 
their  ranks,  is  a  signal  tribute  to  the  strength 
and  justice  of  their  convictions  and  an  earnest  of 
their  ultimate  triumph. 


POLITICAL  PORTRAITS. 

III.— M.  Gutchkoff. 


DRUNKENNESS    AMONG  RUSSIAN 
SCHOOL-CHILDREN. 


Appalling   Figures   Given   by  British 
Consul. 


The  British  Consular  Report  for  Moscow,  just 
issued,  contains  some  striking  observations  on  the 
prevalence  of  drunkenness  among  Russian  school- 
children.   The  Consul  writes : — 

"  It  is  admitted  that  inebriety  is  very  rapidly 
increasing  among  the  school-children  in  Russia  in 
general  and  in  Moscow  and  the  Moscow  provinces 
in  particular.  The  Moscow  Town  Council  has  re- 
cently made  an  inquiry  into  this  subject,  and  it  was 
then  stated  that  of  the  adults  who  are  addicted  to 
drink  it  has  been  ascertained  that  90  per  cent,  learned 
to  drink  while  still  at  school.  Out  of  18,134  school- 
boys in  the  Moscow  province,  from  the  ages  of  eight 
to  thirteen  years,  12,152,  or  66  per  cent.,  have  taken 
to  drink,  and  out  of  10,404  girls  of  the  same  ages 
4,733,  or  45  per  cent.,  also  drink. 

"  It  was  unanimously  decided  that  lectures  on  the 
effects  of  drink  should  be  given  in  all  schools,  and 
also  that  museums,  showing  the  effects  of  alcohol, 
should  be  instituted.  The  teachers  will  receive 
special  instruction  with  regard  to  alcoholism,  so  as 
to  be  able  to  instruct  the  school-children." 


The  hero  of  the  dav  is  without  doubt  M.  Alexander 
Gutchkoff,  the  leader  of  the  Octobrist  party,  which 
has  been  reduced  to  pulp  at  the  elections  of  delegates 
of  the  first  degree. 

Alexander  Gutchkoff  belongs  to  a  very  wealthy 
family  of  Moscow  merchants  and  Old  Believers.  He 
received  a  good  education,  and  entered  the  Army, 
which  he  left  in  consequence  of  a  duel.  During  the 
Boer  War  he  went  to  South  Africa  to  fight  against 
England.  He  returned  to  Russia  with  a  reputation 
for  bravery  and  energy. 

The  Early  Days  of  Octobrism. 
An  opponent  of  the  Revolution,  he  favoured  the 
policy  of  holding  fast  to  the  liberties  guaranteed  in 
the  Tsar's  Manifesto  of  October  30th,  and  it  was  he 
who  gave  the  name  "  Octobrist ''  to  the  party  which 
he  formed  among  the  merchants  of  Moscow. 

The  group  was  of  very  little  importance.  M. 
StolvDin,  the  better  to  split  up  the  Oppostion, 
organised  the  Gutchkoff-Bobrinsky-Purishkevitch 
trinity,  and  with  the  help  of  secret  funds  set  about 
mobilising  the  "  Black  Hundred  "  gangs,  and  indu- 
cing them  to  nominate  M.  Gutchkoff's  friends  in  the 
first  urban  curice,  as  well  as  in  several  of  the  land- 
owners' curia.  So  successful  was  this  operation  that 
in  the  third  Duma  a  formidable  Octobrist  majority 
was  formed  as  the  centre  and  axis  of  the  whole 
Duma. 

In  the  assembly  M.  Gutchkoff  affected  a '' high- 
and-mighty  '  demeanour.  It  was  he  who  secured 
the  exclusion  of  the  Constitutional  Democrats  from 
the  Defence  Committee  on  the.  scandilous  pretext 
of  "  better  guarding  the  secrets  of  State  military 
defence.''  It  was  he,  too,  who  protected  M.  Stolypin 
at  the  time  of  the  interpellatior  on  the  Azeff  affair, 
when  it  was  shown  that  the  Premier  had  had  recourse 
to  the  system  of  provocation. 

Appointed  President  of  the  Duma  on  the  resigna- 
tion of  M.  Homiakoff,  he  delivered  a  "  Ministerial" 
speech,  threatening  the  Council  of  State,  which  "  was 
paralysing  the  activity  of  the  Duma." 

A  "  Waiting  "  Game. 

To  all  reproaches  that  he  had  abandoned  the 
Octobrist  programme,  and  that  he  was  always  at 
M.  StolypiiVs  beck  and  call,  M.  Gutchkoff  invariably 
replied  :  "  I  am  waiting."  But  M.  Stolypin  did  not 
wait.  He  resolved  to  rid  himself  of  this  Napoleon  of 
the  Old  Believers,  who  look  a  serious  view  of  his 
influence  on  the  "  Reformation."  It  was  at  the  time 
of  the  famous  Zemstvo  Bill  affair,  when  a  violent 
conflict  broke  out  between  the  Premier  and  the 
Council  of  State,  that  the  rupture  between  M.  Gutch- 
koff and  M.  Stolypin  was  effected.  The  Octobrist 
leader  waited  for  the  Premier,  beaten  by  the  Reac- 
tionaries in  the  Council  of  State,  to  turn  to  the  Duma 
and  find  there  his  support  in  the  common  struggle 
against  Reaction.  But,  instead  of  falling  into  M. 
Gutchkoff's  open  arms,  M.  Stolypin,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, prorogued  the  Duma  for  three  days,  and  pro- 
mulgated his  measure  by  means  of  Article  87  of  the 
Fundamental  Laws.  Everybody  turned  towards  M. 
Gutchkoff.  What  would  he  do  ?  Would  he  declare 
war  against  the  dictator  who  had  played  his  party 
false  ? 

M.  Gutchkoff  did  nothing.  He  handed  in  his  resig- 
nation and  went  on  a  journey  to  the  Far  East,  and 
thus  displayed  the  measure  of  his  political  impotence. 

All  Show. 

Of  him  it  is  said  :  "  Gutchkoff  rushes  at  his  enemies 
with  clenched  fists,  and— shakes  them  by  the  hand  !  " 
His  energy  is  all  show.  Nevertheless  it  must  be 
recognised  that  in  the  third  Duma  he  performed 
some  courageous  actions.  He  it  was  who  denounced 
Rasputin  and  the  Court  scandals  ;  and  after  the 
death  of  M.  Stolypin  it  was  he  who  attacked  the 
Okhrana  as  a  den  of  brigands.  But  these  actions 
were  no  substitute  for  real  energy. 

His  party,  artificially  created  by  the  money  of  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  falls  to  pieces  when  this 
money,  under  another  Minister,  goes  to  other  groups. 

"The  bubble  has  burst."  Thus  the  Moscow 
journal  announces  the  defeat  of  M.  Gutchkoff  and 
his  party. 

De  profundi*    .    .    .  ! 
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THE  ELECTIONS. 

Overwhelming  Preponderance  of  Reaction- 
aries in  the  Final  Colleges. 

CLERGY  MOBILISATION. 

Out  of  about  5,000  final  electors  who  had  been 
nominated  by  the  time  the  last  information  reached 
us,  the  party  complexion  of  3,795  was  stated.  Their 
distribution  is  as  follows  ;  — 

Left,  289  ;  Cadets,  323  ;  Progressists,  422  ;  Octo- 
brists,  324 ;  Nationalists,  349;  Right,  1,811;  Non- 
descript, 277. 

The  official  Telegraphic  Agency  has  admitted  that 
the  election  results  it  lias  supplied  to  the  Press  have 
been  incorrect  in  several  instances,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  it  has  been  misled  by  its  local  reporters. 

The  electoral  circular  issued  by  the  Procurator  of 
the  Holy  Synod  to  the  clergy  states  that  they  are  all 
"  bound  to  give  their  votes  as  one  man  exclusively  to 
the  candidates  approved  by  the  government  com- 
mittee and  announced  by  the  district  committees." 
The  same  circular  orders  the  clergy  to  vote  for 
members  of  "the  Right  and  Moderate  organisations, 
and  on  no  account  for  those  more  to  the  Left  than 
the  manifestly  Right  Octobrists."  It  instructs  them 
to  submit  without  the  slightest  deviation  to  the  orders 
of  the  civil  authorities,  and  contains  the  following 
specific  warning  :  "  If,  contrary  to  everyiexpectation, 
there  should  be  found  any  Left  and  evil-minded 
protesters,  they  must  be  immediately  reported  to  his 
High  Eminence." 

Voting  Orders. 

The  Vicar  of  Krolevetz,  in  the  Government  of 
Kiev,  has  sent  out  the  following  circular  to  the 
deacons,  psalm-chanters,  and  parish  school-teachers 
of  the  district  :  — 

"  In  accordance  with  the  will  of  the  diocesan 
authorities,  and  with  the  advice  of  those  who  are 
directing  the  elections,  you  are  requested  to  arrive  at 
Krolevetz  on  October  17th,  in  order  to  take  part  in 
the  election  of  the  second  urban  conference,  and  to 
vote  for  Zoroff  as  the  candidate  appointed  by  the 
clergy.  On  your  arrival  at  Krolevetz  you  are  to  call 
at  the  parish  school  for  the  purpose  of  signing  a 
special  register.  The  only  lawful  excuse  for  absence 
would  be  your  own  illness,  or  the  death  of  either 
your  wife  or  any  of  your  children,  in  which  case  a  certi- 
ficate to  that  effect  must  be  obtained  from  the  Vicar." 

Father  Macarius  Senderko,  of  Noskovtoy,  in  the 
Vinnitsa  district,  a  Progressist  deputy  in  the  third 
Duma,  thus  describes  his  electoral  experiences  in  the 
Podolia  Izvesiia  : — 

"  The  priests  who  arrived  for  the  election  were 
even  afraH  to  engage  in  conversation  with  one 
another,  naively  apologising  for  their  trepidation  by 
the  fear  of  being  noticed  by  their  superiors  and 
reported  in  the  conduct-list." 

Father  Senderko  was  disqualified  as  a  Progressist 
by  the  Diocesan  Conference,  which  resolved  not  to 
give  him  a  single  vote.  It  speaks  much,  however,  for 
his  real  popularity  that,  in  spite  of  the  strictest  prohi- 
bition, the  intimidated  electors  gave  the  obnoxious 
priest  as  many  as  43  votes  out  of  90. 

In  the  district  of  Yeletz  fifteen  clergymen  were  sus- 
pected of  not  being  sufficiently  "  Right,"  so  that  there 
was  a  possibility^  of  them  voting  for  the  Octobrist 
candidate.  They  were  accordingly  summoned  by  the 
Bishop  of  Orel,  who  informed  them  that  he  did  not 
"bless"  them,  and  thus  disqualified  them  from 
exercising  electoral  functions. 

The  Bishop  of  Saratov  has  refused  his  "  blessing  " 
to  Father  Lebedeff,  a  Right  Octobrist  deputy  of  the 
third  Duma.  This  disqualification  is  attributed  to  the 
receipt  of  a  request  to  that  effect  by  the  Bishop  from 
the  Assistant- Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod. 

Clergy  v.  Landowners. 

The  antagonism  between  the  lay  and  clerical 
voters  has  assumed  an  acute  character  in  the  district 
of  Rovno,  Volhynia,  where  the  landowners  have 
passed  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  We  the  representatives  of  large  landed  property, 
assembled  at  the  electoral  meeting,  have  arrived  at 
the  following  unanimous  conclusion  : — 

"  The  gentry  and  the  large  landowners  have 
alway-  stood  as  guardians  of  law  and  order,  and 
have  always  served  the  Tsar  and  the  fatherland.  In 
years  of  national  calamities  they  were  the  first  to 
respond  to  the  appeal  of  the  Sovereign  Head  of  the 
land  of  Russia.  The  meeting  therefore  considers  it 
to  be  a  necessity  that  the  voice  of  the  Urge  land- 
owners diould  be  heard  in  the  Duma  from  the  mouth 
of  men  elected  by  themselves.  But,  as  it  is,  the 
large  landowners  are  faced  by  the  alternative  of 
either  acting  straightforwardly  and  openly  demand- 
ing their  due,  or  renouncing  their  rights  and  entering 
into  a  compromise  with  the  electors  of  the  clergy, 
whom  they  cannot  consider  as  representatives  of 
their  interests  in  the  Stale  Duma. 

"We  have  therefore  decided  to  nominate  electors 
exclusively  from  our  own  midst,  and  we  only 
recognise  those  candidates  as  the  real  representatives 
of  the  large  landowning  interest." 


When  the  fu  st  of  their  four  candidates  was  rejected 
at  the  ballot  by  the  votes  of  all  the  priests  against  all 
the  landowners,  the  latter  withdrew  from  the  confer- 
ence in  a  body. 

Something  similar  happened  at  the  election  of 
delegates  by  the  small  landowners  of  the  Rovno 
district.  On  finding  themselves  confronted  by 
ninety-six  priests  the  fifty  lay-landowners  left  the 
meeting.  "  They  are  all  strangers  to  us  here,"  they 
declared. 

Indignant  Octobrists. 

In  the  course  of  an  article  on  the  Holy  Synod 
campaign  the  Golos  Mushy,  the  Octobrist  organ, 

says  : — 

"  The  immediate  danger  of  this  destructive  march 
of  the  clergy  lies  not  in  their  entry  en  uuts.it:  into  the 
Duma — that  is  an  eventuality  which  will  not  arise — 
but  in  the  fact  that  those  who  do  enter  it  will  be  com- 
pelled to  pass  fu  st  through  this  artificial  filter  by  the 
special  authorisation  of  the  Holy  Synod  and  of  it^  Pro- 
curator, M.  Sabler.  Such;i  Duma  will  be  a  servile  body, 
and  no  good  can  come  of  it.  The  campaign  of  Sabler 
and  Co.  is  giving  us  an  adulterated  Duma,  and 
may  compromise  the  idea  of  national  representation 
and  render  void  all  the  activity  of  the  legislative 
Chamber. 

"  But  the  victory  of  this  Right  will  be  a  Pyrrhic 
victory  of  the  Government.  Another  such  victory — 
perhaps  the  last — and  the  Government  will  emerge 
isolated,  without  real  support  in  any  serious  social 
group.  And  in  the  face  of  this  attack  of  the  Right  all 
the  political  and  social  groups  of  Liberal  and  inde- 
pendent thought  will  be  forced  to  fall  back  on  the 
positions  they  occupied  before  1905.  The  actual 
policy  of  the  Government  threatens  to  remove  from 
it  the  help  of  the  Liberal  circles  which  hitherto  have 
supported  it.  This  will  result  in  the  concentration 
and  reinforcement  cf  the  Opposition.  In  order  to 
estimate  the  real  danger  of  this  prospect,  one  has 
only  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  country,  the  voice  of 
those  whose  loy-alty  and  moderation  are  beyond  all 
doubt." 

The  Author  of  the  Campaign. 

It  is  now  learnt  that,  although  the  mobilisation  of 
the  clergy  has  been  conducted  by  the  Procurator  of 
the  Holy  Synod,  the  authorship  of  this  plan  of  cam- 
paign belongs  to  M.  Makaroff,  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior.  The  latter  submitted  it  in  good  time  to  M. 
Sabler,  who  has  fully  justified  the  Minister's  expec- 
tations, and  faithfully  carried  out  the  mission  imposed 
upon  him. 

In  an  interview  published  in  the  Vetcherneye  Vrcmya 
a  hu;h  Russian  dignitar'jjaUci.that  the  fourth  Duma 
was  going  to  be  composed  of  a  Right  majority, 
which  was  opposed  to  a  legislative  institution  on 
principle.  Such  a  Duma  would  not  be  able  to  lay 
the  slightest  pretence  to  being  in  touch  with  the 
people,  while  the  Government  would  not  know 
where  to  look  for  support,  since  the  Right  might 
outvote  at  the  final  elections  not  only  the  Octobrists 
but  the  Nationalists  as  well.  The  Government  would 
then  have  to  repeat  the  device  already  employed  for 
the  third  Duma.  It  would  have  to  change  the  name 
of  a  portion  of  the  Right  into  "  Moderates  "  and  to 
create  a  Right  Centre,  although  it  was  not  certain 
whether  the  Right  would  agree  to  this  proceeding. 

The  Syevero-Kavkaysky  Kray,  of  Stavropol,  has  had 
to  submit  during  the  elections  to  being  set  up  and 
published  under  the  supervision  of  the  police,  who 
have  been  stationed  permanently  at  the  printing- 
office  of  the  paper.  The  first  impression  of  each 
number  has  had  to  be  submitted  for  approval  to  the 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Police.  On  the  fourth  day 
of  this  joint  management  the  editor  firmly  refused  to 
print  an  appeal  to  the  electors  to  vote  for  two  so-called 
"  Progressists,"  named  Bogoslovsky  and  Poyarkoff, 
since  the  former  is  none  other  than  the  chief  of  the 
Governor's  bureau,  and  the  latter  the  equally 
Reactionary  Mayor  of  the  town. 

Cadet  "  Infection." 

This  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  is  not  satisfied, 
however,  with  passing  off  on  the  electors  official 
Reactionary  candidates  under  the  false  description 
of  Progressists,  but  is  equally  resourceful  in  his  deal- 
ings with  Opposition  candidates.  He  objects  to  the 
names  of  the  Constitutional  Democratic  candidates 
being  divulged  in  the  Press,  and  a  local  paper  which 
had  printed  their  names  in  its  columns  was  not 
allowed  to  be  issued  until  the  names  had  been 
obliterated.  For  fear,  however,  that  the  public  might 
learn  of  the  names  by  word  of  mouth,  the  Chief 
Commissioner  refused  permission  to  a  Cadet  candi- 
date, M.  Zuhoff,  to  convene  an  electoral  meeting  on 
the  ground  of  the  danger  involved  in  the  holding  of 
such  meetings,  which  were  "calculated  to  spread 
infection  diseases." 

flic  District  Captain  of  Gdov  has  forbidden  the 
holding  of  an  electoral  meeting  for  the  second  urban 
curia. 

At  Wilna  the  Okhrana  has  taken  elaborate  precau- 
tions with  the  object  of  securing  the  return  of  the 
official  but  universally  unpopular  candidate  M. 
Zamyslovsky,  and  ha^  prevented  "unsound"  dele- 
gates from  attending  the  electoral  meeting  by  the 
convenient  method  of  placing  them  under  arrest. 


Fx-deputy  Chcrnosvitoff,  who  was  disqualified  by 
the  local  administration,  has  been  confirmed  by  the 
Senate  in  his  right  to  the  franchise,  but  to  no  prac- 
tical purpose,  since  the  urban  election  at  Vladimir 
had  already  taken  place  before  his  reinstatement. 

The  Otkliki  Pridnteprovia,  of  Alexandrovsk, 
Fkatcrinos'av,  has  again  been  fined  500  rouble-  for 
an  article  on  the  elections. 

The  police  at  Yeletz,  Orel,  made  a  seizure  on  elec- 
tion day  of  all  the  copies  in  the  hands  of  the  shop- 
keepers and  newsvendors  of  the  supplement  to  the 
local  paper  Jizn  Ycltza  because  it  contained  a  wire 
announcing  the  reinstatement  of  Baron  Wrangel  in 
his  electoral  rights  by  the  Senate. 

Domiciliary  visits  have  been  paid  by  the  police  to 
the  residences  of  all  the  Opposition  speakers  who 
took  part  in  the  electoral  meetings  held  at  Ufa, 

Advocate  Staritsky,  the  Progressist  candidate  for 
Poltava,  has  been  prevented  by  the  authorities  from 
printing  voting-papers  bearing  his  name. 

The  Chief  Comnmsioner  of  Police  at  Krasnoyarsk 
has  forbidden  the  democratic  electors  to  publish  the 
names  of  their  candidates  in  the  Press. 


GRABBING   THE  SPOILS. 

Nationalists'  Demand  for  State  Appoint- 
ments. 

The  overwhelming  preponderance  of  the  Right 
extremists  in  the  final  electorate  has  evidently 
alarmed  the  practical  Nationalists  with  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  the  loaves  and  fishes,  and  thev  are 
taking  time  by  the  forelock  in  order  to  secure  their 
share  of  the  spoils  without  waiting  for  the  actual 
election  of  the  fourth  Duma.  According  to  a  state- 
ment made  in  the  Conservative  Grazhdamn,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Nationalist  Club  held  in  St.  Peters- 
burg a  resolution  was  passed  that  the  Ministry  of  War 
should  be  petitioned  to  earmark  for  the  Nationalists, 
"  in  the  interests  of  the  State  and  the  Army,'  all  the 
high  and  intermediate  appointments  in  the' Com  nis- 
sariat  Administration.  The  petition  is  to  be  presented 
to  the  Minister  of  War  by  a  specially  elected  depu- 
tation of  the  Nationalists' headed  by  their  President 
M.  Balashoff. 


CENSORED     FOR    "  LOCAL 
REASONS.'' 


The  St.  Petersburg  Temperance  Committee 
recently  arranged  for  the  production  of  Count 
T olstoy's  drama,  The  Living  Corpse,  on  the  stage  of 
the  Fmperor  Nicholas  II.  People's  Palace.  "The 
Prefect  of  the  metropolis,  however,  vetoed  the  per- 
formance in  spite  of  the  authorisation  granted  by  the 
general  censorship.  The  Temperance  Committee 
thereupon  lodged  a  complaint  with  the  Press 
Department,  which  has  ruled,  however,  that  the 
administrative  authorities  may  for  local  reasons  pro- 
hibit the  production  of  any  play,  in  spite  of  its 
having  passed  the  general  censorship. 


ODESSA  UNIVERSITY. 


As  a  result  of  the  report  presented  by  ihe  Director 
of  the  Education  Department,  M.  Vileff,  on  his  return 
from  the  inspection  of  the  Odessa  scholastic  district, 
M.  Kasso  is  expected  to  issue  an  order  for  a  special 
investigation  of  the  affairs  of  Odessa  University, 
whose  condition  was  described  last  week. 

It  is  stated  that  several  students  who  had  been 
expelled  from  that  University  for  unknown  reasons 
now  intend  to  apply  for  the  production  of  the  "  Fatal 
Book"  in  which  the  Okhrana  reports  used  to  be 
entered,  in  order  to  learn  the  exact  ground  for  their 
unmerited  expulsion. 


A   POGROM  ECHO. 


Conducted  behind  closed  doors,  the  trial  has  just 
taken  place  at  Fkaterinodar  of  several  persons  accused 
of  leading  and  taking  part  in  a  pogrom  against  the 
Jews  after  the  promulgation  of  the  Manifesto  of 
October  30th,  1905.  One  of  the  ringleaders  was 
sentenced  to  eighteen  months'  imprisonment  and 
two  participators  to  confinement  in  an  industrial 
establishment,  while  the  others  were  acquitted. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

It  is  stated  that  the  trial  of  Beilis  on  the  charge  of 
having  murdered  Andrei  Yuschinsky  is  to  be  held 
not  in  Kiev,  but  in  St.  Petersburg. 

A  recent  number  of  the  Dvuglavy  Orel,  which  is 
being  sold  in  the  streets  of  Kiev,  consists  once  more 
of  large  pictures  representing  the  boy  Yuschinsky  in 
his  grave,  accompanied  by  a  detailed  description  of 
the  tortures  alleged  to  have  been  intlicted  by  the 
sect  of  Jews  known  as  Chassidim,  and  in  particular 
by  Beilis. 
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NOTES. 


A  Belated  Outcry. 

The  weighty  objections  to  the  control  of  the 
elections  by  the  clergy  which  we  raised  in  these 
cclumns  several  weeks  ago  are  now  being 
vehemently  urged — but  somewhat  too  late  in  the 
day  to  be  of  any  effect — by  various  circles  in 
Russia  with  whose  political  views  we  are  not 
much  in  sympathy.  At  Rovno,  in  Yolhynia,  the 
landowners  met  the  other  day  and  passed  a  very 
emphatically  worded  resolution  of  protest  against 
the  clerical  campaign,  dwelling  upon  the  obvi- 
ously unrepresentative  character  of  a  Duma 
elected  under  these  conditions.  In  an  interview 
published  in  the  Vetclieniei/e  Vreviya,  one  of  the 
Suvorin  publications,  a  "  high  Russian  digni- 
tary "  has  given  expression  to  views  of  similar 
import.  And  the  organ  of  the  Octobrists,  who 
have  suffered  more  than  any  other  party  from  the 
mobilisation  of  the  clergy  in  the  interests  of  the 
Extreme  Right,  in  the  course  of  a  significant 
article  foreshadows  the  withdrawal  from  the 
Government  of  the  support  of  the  "moderate" 
elements  throughout  the  country,  who  "  will  be 
forced  to  fall  back  on  the  positions  they  occupied 
before  1905." 


The  Octobrist  Threat. 

In  estimating  the  value  or  probable  conse- 
quences of  this  threat  we  must  allow,  of  course, 
for  the  natural  mortification  of  the  defeated 
Octobrists — who,  by  the  way,  owed  their  return 
en  masse  in  1907  to  a  similar  intervention  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  that  which  is  now 
enabling  the  extreme  Reactionaries  to  sweep  the 
board.  It  is  not  without  reason  that  the 
Octobrists  are  known  both  as  the  party  of  the 
"  lost  charter,"  in  virtue  of  their  abandonment 
of  the  October  Manifesto  programme,  and  as  the 
party  of  the  "  latest  Government  order,"  by 
reason  of  the  adaptable  nature  of  their  policy 
under  M.  Stolypin.  They  are  now  disappearing 
from  the  front  of  the  stage,  but  it  is  unlikely 
that  they  will  indulge  their  annoyance  to  the 
extent  of  reinforcing  the  ranks  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. Nevertheless,  the  menacing  prophecy  of 
the  Golos  Moskvy,  with  its  references  to  a 
"  Pyrrhic  victory  "  of  the  Ministry,  may  perhaps 
be  realised  in  this  sense — that  the  Government, 
beset  by  extreme  Reactionaries  on  the  one  side 
and  by  the  Opposition  on  the  other,  may  be 
forced  to  have  recourse  to  dissolution  as  the  only 
way  out  of  their  difficulties.  The  possibilities  of 
such  a  situation,  at  a  moment  when  the  signs 
of  a  popular  awakening  are  becoming  more  and 
more  pronounced,  will  not  be  minimised  by  the 
thoughtful  student  of  Russian  affairs. 


M.  Sabler  and  the  Law. 

It  is  intei-esting  to  compare  the  election 
circular  issued  by  the  Procurator  of  the  Holy 
Synod  to  the  clergy,  who  are  ordered  to  vote  for 
candidates  belonging  to  the  Right  under  very 
distinct  threats,  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Russian  Penal  Code.    Article  328  of  that  instru- 


ment ordains  that  "  any  person  guilty  of  prevent- 
ing a  primary  or  final  elector,  by  means  of 
threats,  personal  violence,  abuse  of  authority, 
or  excommunication,  from  enjoying  the  free 
exercise  of  his  franchise  for  the  Council  <>f 
State  or  the  Duma  shall  be  punished  with 
imprisonment  for  a  term  of  from  four  to  eight 
months."  The  same  Article  provides  for  the 
dismissal,  in  addition  to  imprisonment,  of  any 
State  functionary  who  has  committed  the  afore- 
said crime  in  the  exercise  of  his  official  duties. 
We  shall  not,  however,  be  accused  of  rashness  in 
prophesying  that  the  Procurator  of  the  Holy 
Synod  will  be  exempt  from  the  operation  of 
these  very  explicit  provisions  of  the  law.  At 
election  time  the  Penal  Code  is  only  found  useful 
when  there  is  a  question  of  emploj'ing  it  or 
straining  it  for  the  discouragement  of  Progres- 
sive politicians,  and  M.  Sabler's  admirers  need 
be  under  no  fear  that  the  prime  begetter  of  the 
fourth  Duma  will  suffer  dismissal  or  imprison- 
ment for  even  the  minimum  term  of  four  months. 


Child  Drunkenness. 

In  his  Trade  Report  for  1911  the  British 
Consul  at  Moscow  quotes  some  official  statistics 
with  l^egard  to  the  prevalence  of  drunkenness 
among  Russian  school-children  that  can  only  be 
described  as  appalling.  As  the  result  of  an 
inquiry  recently  made  by  the  Moscow  Town 
Council  it  has  been  discovered  that  in  the 
province  of  Moscow  no  less  than  66  per  cent,  of 
schoolboys  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  thirteen 
are  addicted  to  drink,  while  45  per  cent,  of  the 
girls  are  given  to  similar  indulgence.  Of  the 
adults  who  suffer  from  the  curse  of  inebriety  90 
per  cent,  learnt  to  drink  while  still  at  school. 
It  is  when  we  are  confronted  with  statements  of 
this  nature  that  we  realise  to  the  full  the 
degradation  to  which  Russian  home  life  has  been 
brought. 

The  Vice  and  its  Profits. 

Much  of  the  blame  for  these  heartrending 
conditions  must  rest,  of  course,  upon  the  parents 
and  the  teachers  ;  but  it  is  hai'dly  to  be  denied  that 
the  responsibility  of  the  Administration  is  enor- 
mous. As  long  as  the  State  monopoly  of  alcohol 
is  made  the  mainstay  of  the  country's  finances, 
so  long  will  the  sale  of  spirits  be  fostered  and 
even  enforced  by  official  agency,  without  any 
regard  to  the  moral  and  social  consequences. 
And  there  is  this,  too,  to  be  remembered.  A 
sober  Russia  means  an  awakened  Russia,  and  the 
effects  of  that  awakening  are  not  likely  to  be 
pleasant  to  the  bureaucracy.  Therein  lies  the 
true  awfulness  of  the  situation — that  by  promot- 
ing drunkenness  among  the  people  the  Russian 
Administration  provides  itself  at  the  same  time 
with  funds  and  with  security  of  office.  In  the  face 
of  this  consistent  callousness  of  the  central  autho- 
rities, who  have  made  repeated  promises  of 
reform  which  there  has  never  been  any  attempt 
to  fulfil,  all  local  endeavour  to  mitigate  the  evils 
of  the  vodka  curse  must  be  to  a  large  extent 
futile.  The  seeds  of  alcoholism  transmitted  by 
the  parent  are  not  allowed  to  escape  fruition  in 
the  child  for  lack  of  nourishment ;  and  thus  is  an 
endless  harvest  of  degeneration  assured,  to  the 
great  profit  of  the  ruling  classes. 


British  Jews  in  Russia. 

In  reply  to  a  question  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons last  Thursday,  Sir  Edward  Grey  made  it 
clear  that  the  British  Government  is  not  dis- 
posed to  make  any  representations  to  Russia 
with  a  view  to  securing  the  removal  of  the 
restrictions  placed  upon  British  Jews  in  Russia. 
The  Foreign  Secretary's  attitude  is  that  British 
Jews  are  not  more  unfavourably  treated  in 
Russia  than  Jews  of  other  nationalities,  and  that 
therefore  "  there  is  no  right  under  Treaty  to 
intervene."  We  have  already  expressed  our 
opinion    that   the    Anglo-Russian  Commercial 


Treaty  of  1859  cannot  rightly  be  interpreted  in 
a  sense  that  would  support  this  view.  It  is 
clearly  stated  in  the  Treaty  that  British  citizens 
visiting  Russia  shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  and 
regulations  which  are  "generally  applicable  to 
all  foreigners."  Will  Sir  Edward  Grey  main- 
tain that  the  restrictive  measures  applied  to 
British  Jews  in  Russia  are  those  which  are 
"generally  applicable  to  all  foreigners"?  Or 
can  he  point  to  a  single  line  in  the  Treaty  which 
even  hints  at  the  right  to  discriminate  between 
foreigners  on  the  ground  of  their  religious  pro- 
fession ?  It  is  a  pity  that  a  question  was  not 
asked  at  the  same  time  with  regard  to  the 
action  of  the  Russian  authorities  in  refusing  to 
viser  the  passports  of  British  Jews,  and  thus 
virtually  excluding  them  from  Russia.  On  what 
ground  does  Sir  Edward  Grey  excuse  this 
flagrant  illegality,  in  view  of  the  veiy  explicit 
wording  of  Article  I.  of  the  Commercial  Treaty  ? 
Here,  of  course,  the  object  of  the  Russian  autho- 
rities is  clear  enough  :  it  is  only  by  keeping 
foreign  Jews  out  of  Russia  that  they  can  prevent 
complaints  of  the  treatment  of  foreign  Jews  in 
Russia  from  becoming  too  inconveniently  insistent. 
Perhaps  the  Foreign  Secretary  will  favour  the 
Treaty  of  1S59  with  another  and  a  more  alert 
perusal. 

THE  EQUALITY  LAW  IN  FINLAND. 

Members  of  Viborg  Aulic  Court 
to  be  Prosecuted  in  a  Body. 

After  three  days'  deliberation  the  Judicial  Depart- 
ment of  the  Finnish  Senate  has  pronounced  judgment 
on  the  charge  brought  by  the  Aulic  Court  of  Yiborg 
against  the  Governor,  M.  von  Pfaler,  and  the  Sena- 
torial functionaries  who  had  permitted  the  arrest  of 
members  of  the  Yiborg  Magistracy.  The  Judicial 
Department  has  found  that  the  administrative  autho- 
rities acted  correctly,  declared  the  Equality  Law  to 
be  binding,  and  resolved  to  commit  the  Aulic  Court 
of  Yiborg  in  a  body  for  trial  on  the  charge  of 
obstructing  the  execution  of  the  Equality  Law. 

The  above  judgment  was  not  passed  with 
unanimity,  as  several  Senators  dissented  from  the 
view  of  their  colleagues  and  persisted  in  their 
minority  opinion. 

The  decision  of  the  Judicial  Department  of  the 
Finnish  Senate  to  institute  criminal  proceedings 
against  the  Imperial  Aulic  Court  of  Yiborg  has 
caused  perplexity  to  the  Russian  Ministry,  which 
does  not  appear  to  be  certain  as  to  the  particular 
Russian  tribunal  before  which  the  Aulic  Court  could 
be  brought.  In  virtue  of  Article  16  of  the  "  Form  of 
Government"  issued  in  1772,  the  members  of  the 
Aulic  Court  could  only  be  tried  by  a  special  Imperial 
Court  presided  over  by  the  Monarch  in  person,  or,  in 
his  absence,  by  the  Heir-Presumptive,  or  by  one  of 
the  Hereditary  Grand  Dukes,  or,  as  a  last  resort,  by 
the  highest  dignitary  of  State. 

In  order  to  commit  Judges  of  the  Russian  High 
Courts  for  trial  before  the  Governing  Senate,  a  special 
Imperial  order  is  required.  It  has  accordingly  been 
proposed  to  place  the  Aulic  Court  Judges  on  a  par 
with  High  Court  Judges,  and  to  ,|ry  them  before  the 
Senate  as  the  supreme  criminal  tribunal. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  pointed  out  that  the 
Equality  Law  of  February  2nd  last  does  not  contain 
any  provision  to  the  effect  that  high  Finnish  judicial 
dignitaries  have  to  be  committed  for  trial  before  the 
Governing  Senate  in  its  capacity  as  the  supreme 
criminal  tribunal.  It  is  therefore  argued  that,  like 
the  members  of  the  Yiborg  Magistracy,  the  members 
of  the  Aulic  Court  of  Yiborg  may  be  tried  before  the 
District  Court  of  St.  Petersburg,  although  the  compe- 
tence of  the  latter  is  inferior  to  thai  of  the  Aulic 
Courts. 

It  has  finally  been  resolved,  in  virtue  of  clause  6  of 
Section  VIII.  of  the  Equality  Law,  to  submit  the 
general  question  as  to  the  proper  jurisdiction  of  the 
Russian  Courts  in  the  case  of  high  Finnish  judicial 
dignitaries  to  the  Joint  Session  of  the  Cassation 
Departments  of  the  Governing  Senate  for  its  pre- 
liminary decision. 


PROF.  MILIUKOFF  CENSORED. 

Professor  Miliukoff's  lecture  on  "  Nationality  and 
the  State "  could  not  be  held  at  Moscow  owing  to 
the  prohibition  issued  by  the  police  at  the  "last 
moment,  although  the  audience,  unaware  of  the  pro- 
hibition, had  already  gathered  in  front  of  the  hall. 
A  similar  lecture  by  the  Cadet  leader  which  was  to 
have  been  delivered  in  St.  Petersburg  was  stopped 
by  the  police  after  a  single  sentence  had  been 
uttered. 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


<)t  rosea  £}.  ViVi 


NFO-JEWISH  LITERATURE. 


The  Origin  and  Growth  of  Yiddish. 

Very  little  is  known  of  the  original  literature  of  the 
Russian  Jews  of  to-day  ;  and  yet,  in  order  to  under- 
stand the  soul  of  a  nation,  one  should  begin  with  a 
study  of  its  literature.  Otherwise  there  is  a  risk  of 
committing  very  serious  mistakes,  enemies  easily 
under-estimating  the  standing  of  their  adversary,  and 
friends  placing  themselves  in  the  false  position  of 
well-meaning  philanthropists  towards  quasi-inferior 
beings.  The  study  of  modern  Jewish  literature  in 
its  own  language  shows  not  only  that  the  Jews  in 
Russia  have  a  right  to  enjoy  the  treasures  of  civilisa- 
tion, but  that  they  are  themselves  creators  of  treasures 
from  which  the  dominant  nation  might  itself  derive 
great  benefit.  The  anti-Semitic  Press  has  lately 
opened  a  campaign  against  those  Jewish  writers  who 
have  invaded  Russian  literature,  and  the  Novoc  Vremya 
has  been  publishing  a  series  of  articles  designed  to 
show  that  the  Jews  have  monopolised  Russian  litera- 
ture in  all  its  branches.  The  moment,  therefore, 
seems  opportune  for  giving  a  brief  outline  of  Jewish 
literature  in  its  own  language. 

Mediaeval   German  Dialects. 

First  of  all,  what  is  this  language,  this  Yiddish,  or 
"  jargon  "  as  it  is  called  in  Russia  ?  When,  in  the 
Middle  Ages,  the  Jews  spread  through  Western 
Europe,  they  applied  their  system  of  handwriting  to 
the  languages  of  the  countries  in  which  they  settled. 
Thus,  while  speaking  Italian  in  Italy,  Spanish  in 
Spain,  and  so  on,  they  did  not  adopt  the  Roman 
script  but  continued  to  write  with  Hebrew  charac- 
ters. The  most  numerous  and  compact  body  of  Jews 
lived  in  the  south  of  Germany,  and  these  Jews  spoke 
the  local  dialects,  but  while  from  the  time  of  Luther 
the  German  language  became  general  and  was  trans- 
formed into  a  literary  language,  the  Jews  preserved 
intact  those  dialects  which  formed  their  "  jargon," 
Yiddish.  As  a  secondary  source  the  Jews  introduced 
into  their  German  dialects  Hebrew  words — about  20 
per  cent,  in  all — to  express  abstract  ideas,  religious 
and  judicial  terms,  and  phrases  relating  to  family  life 
and  ceremonial,  and  thus  by  means  of  these  Hebrew 
words  the  ancient  culture  made  its  impress  upon  the 
neo-Jewish  amalgam. 

From  the  fifteenth  century  onwards  the  German  Jews 
emigrated  to  Poland,  Lithuania,  and  Russia,  attracted 
thither  by  the  princes  who  used  them  to  create  a 
trading  class  on  their  vast  estates.  Here  the  German 
Jews  met  Jews  who  had  come  by  way  of  the  Cauca- 
sus, Asia  Minor,  or  the  shores  of  the  Black  Sea,  and 
who  spoke  Russian.  The  two  branches  effected  a 
fusion,  and  it  was  the  more  civilised  German  Jews 
who,  towards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
imposed  their  language  upon  the  others.  Russian 
influence  manifested  itself,  however,  in  the  survival  of 
a  number  of  words  of  Russian  origin,  relating  especi- 
ally to  material  objects,  such  as  clothing,  food,  and 
tools.  It  will  be  seen  then  that  Yiddish,  or  the 
"  jargon,"  is  founded  on  the  mediaeval  German  dialect 
with  additions  of  Hebrew  and  Russian.  By  emigra- 
tion the  Jews  have  carried  this  language  to  Holland, 
England,  America,  and  through  the  whole  world, 
and  as  the  script  always  remained  the  same  the 
scattered  Jews  found  their  Yiddish  a  powerful  instru- 
ment of  unification. 

The  Assimilation  Movement. 

The  first  book  published  in  this  language  was  a 
collection  of  legends  in  1607,  which  was  followed  by 
the  translation  of  the  Bible  and  geographical  descrip- 
tions of  Palestine  and  America.  At  the  end  of  the 
eighteenth  century  began  the  reform  movement 
known  as  "  Hascala."  The  leader  of  this  movement 
was  the  philosopher  Mendelssohn,  the  friend  of 
Lessing,  the  grandfather  of  the  celebrated  composer, 
and  an  ancestor  of  the  banker.  The  central  idea  of 
this  movement  was  the  assimilation  of  the  Jews  with 
the  nations  amongst  whom  their  lot  was  cast.  In 
Germany  the  Jew  had  to  renounce  Yiddish  in  favour 
of  the  German  language,  and  in  Russia  of  Russian, 
and  the  Bible  was  published  with  a  rationalistic  com- 
mentary. To  frequent  Government  Schools,  to 
engage  in  agriculture,  to  prefer  manual  labour  to 
commerce — such  was  the  Hascalite  programme.  The 
poet  J.  L.  Gordin,  the  greatest  Jewish  writer  of  the 
period,  resumed  the  aims  of  the  movement  thus  : — 
"  When  you  are  at  home,  be  a  Jew  ;  when  you  go 
out,  be  a  man." 

It  was  I.  V.  Levinson  who,  in  1828,  began  the 
propaganda  at  Wilna.  He  met  with  great  success, 
culminating  in  1862,  during  the  era  of  reforms 
initiated  by  Alexander  II.,  when  a  Government  com- 
mission composed  of  Jewish  intellectuals  discussed  a 
project  to  forbid  the  publication  of  other  than  reli- 
gious works  in  the  "jargon."  But  the  Government 
reaction  which  began  in  1863 — after  the  insurrection 
in  Poland  and  trie  commencement  of  the  Nihilist 
movement — put  an  end  to  the  triumphs  of  Hascala, 
and  the  systematic  persecutions  of  Jews,  which  began 
with  the  first  pogroms  in   1881,  served  to  reawaken 


national  sentiment,  and  brought  Yiddish  literature 
again  into  favour. 

The  first  great  writer  in  Yiddish  was  S.  [.  Abramo- 
vitch.who  was  born  at  Min^k  111  1836.  In  186311c*  pub- 
lished "A  Little  Man,  01  the  Biography  of  Isaac- 
Avram  Takif,"  in  which  t!ie  |ewish  "  Tartufes"  were 
stigmatised.  In  1873  Abraniovitch  published  "The 
Protection  of  Animals,  or  a  Memoir  of  the  Madman 
Isralik."  Abramovitch  may  be  called  the  Yiddish 
Dickens,  and  his  novels  are  masterpieces  of  satire. 

Lyric  Poetry. 

Yiddish  lyric  poetry  began  with  Maurice  Rosenfeld, 
who  left  Russia  in  1882,  worked  first  of  all  at  Amster- 
dam as  a  diamond-cutter,  then  three  and  a  half  years 
in  London  as  a  tailor,  afterwards  going  to  New  York 
and  working  as  a  tailor  there.  His  collections  of 
poems— "The  Bell "  in  1888,  "  The  Chain  "  in  1890, 
and  "The  Book  of  Songs''  in  1897 — won  him 
a  world-wide  reputation.  In  1890  appeared  the 
English  translation,  "Songs  from  the  Ghetto." 
Rosenfeld  is  the  historian  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
Jewish  proletariat,  and  in  "  The  Jewish  Soldiers," 
"  The  Garden  of  the  Dead,"  and  "  The  Palace  of 
Work"  the  soul  of  modern  Israel  reaches  the  full 
consciousness  of  its  fatal  and  tragic  destiny. 

After  Rosenfeld  should  be  mentioned  Solomon 
Rabinovitch — known  as  "  Shalom  Alechem  " — whose 
work  recalls  that  of  Mark  Twain  ;  Isaac  Peretz, 
Shalom  Ash,  Rcisin,  Blumgarten,  Hirschbein,  &c. 
Thanks  to  these  authors,  the  Jews  have  demonstrated 
their  capacity  not  only  to  place  themselves  on  a  level 
with  foreign  literatures,  but  to  create  models  worthy 
of  imitation.  Profound  thoughts,  imagery  of  splendid 
colours,  tender  and  delicate  sentiments,  and  ardent 
passions  are  thus  circulated  in  a  language  that  is 
rich,  pliant,  and  full  of  promise  for  the  future. 

Political  Literature. 

Yiddish  political  literature  had  its  birth  in  middle 
Russia,  at  Odessa,  where  a  satirical  journal,  attacking 
the  prejudices  of  orthodox  Jews,  was  founded  in 
1874  under  the  title  hsroulek.  Shortly  afterwards 
a  frankly  Socialist  current  made  itself  felt  among  the 
Russian  Jews,  under  the  influence  of  the  ideas  which 
prevailed  among  the  younger  generation  of  Russians 
in  1877,  during  and  after  the  Russo-Turkish  War.  A 
Jew  named  Lieberman,  who  was  held  in  high  esteem 
among  the  Russian  youth,  established  at  Geneva  the 
Jewish  Workman,  the  first  Socialist  paper  printed  in 
Yiddish.  This  paper  only  lasted  a  few  months  owing 
to  the  death  of  its  principal  editor. 

In  1885  Jacques  Rombro  set  up  a  Jewish  press  in 
London,  whence  scient'Jif  and  Socialistic  pamphlets 
were  issued  in  Yiddish  ;  and  a  great  number  of  these 
were  sent  to  Russia.  By  this  means  the  ground  was 
prepared  for  the  establishment  of  the  "  Bund,"  which, 
while  regarding  itself  as  an  organic  fraction  of  the 
Russian  Labour  party,  carried  on  its  propaganda  in 
Yiddish.  In  1887  Rombro  transferred  himself  to 
America,  where  he  co-operated  with  another  Russian 
refugee,  Abraham  Kahan,  in  founding  a  daily  paper, 
which  still  exists,  under  the  title  of  Vonciirts.  Kahan 
was  acclaimed  as  a  powerful  orator  and  brilliant 
writer,  and  gathered  about  him  quite  a  constellation 
of  political  writers. 

The  works  of  Spencer  and  John  Stuart  Mill,  of 
Buckle  and  Darwin,  of  Marx  and  Lassalle,  and  of 
Lavroff  were  translated  into  Yiddish.  Soon  this 
Jewish  literature  became  so  considerable  that  several 
works  were  translated  from  it  into  Polish,  Lettish,  and 
Russian  ;  and  this  was  largely  responsible  for  the 
stupid  and  lying  cry  of  the  "  Nationalists  "  that  the 
Russian  Revolution  was  entirely  of  Jewjsh  creation. 

The  Jewish  Drama. 

The  persecutions  of  which  the  Russian  Jews  were 
victims  certainly  exercised  a  great  influence  over 
their  literature.  This  is  seen  in  the  birth  of  the 
Jewish  drama.  At  the  beginning  of  the  persecutions 
"there  was  a  tendency  to  establish  a  Hebrew  theatre  ; 
thus  operas,  such  as  Saint-Saens's  Samson  ct  Dalila, 
Goutzkoff's  Uriel  Acosla,  the  dramas  of  Racine,  and 
so  forth  appeared  in  a  Hebrew  translation.  But  this 
theatre,  with  works  presented  in  the  language  of  the 
ancient  Scriptures,  was  a  luxury  in  which  the  aristo- 
cratic elements  of  Jewry,  an  elite  of  learning  and 
refinement,  indulged  themselves.  The  Moscow  stage 
was  soon  enriched  by  dramatic  works  in  Yiddish, 
and  bore  witness  to  a  real  renascence  of  the 
nationalist  spirit  among  the  great  mass  of  Jews. 
Mention  must  be  made  in  this  connection  of  Shalom 
Asch,  whose  plays  On  Hie  Road  to  Zion  and  Sabbetai 
Zevi  have  thrilled  crowds  with  their  treatment  of  the 
legend  of  the  Messiah  ;  of  Gordin,  whose  Satan  and 
Across  the  Ocean  lay  bare  the  psychology  of  the  Jews 
whom  persecution  drives  in  thousands  to  new  and 
distant  countries  ;  and  of  Max  Nordau,  whose  Doctor 
Colien,  written  in  German,  but  translated  into  Yiddish, 
has  had  an  enormous  success  owing  to  the  burning 
question  with  which  it  deals — that  of  assimilation  or 
non-assimilation. 


The  Governor  of  Kiev  has  ordered  the  Kiev  Public 
Library  to  remove  from  its  shelves  and  catalogues  all 
books  published  in  the  Ukrainian  language,  and  all 
Russian  books  dealing  with  the  Ukraine. 


THE   LENA  TRAGEDY. 

Interests  of  the  Company  and  the  State 
"  Identical.1' 

On  the  eve  of  the  general  meeting  of  shareholders 
of  the  Lena  Mining  Company,  Advocate  A.  F. 
Kerensky  delivered  a  report  to  the  Law  Society  at 
St.  Petersburg  on  his  visit  to  the  mines  in  connection 
with  the  workmen  s  claims  for  compensation  for 
injuries.  He  pointed  out  that  the  Lena  strikers  had 
not  presented  any  new  demands,  and  did  not  aspire 
to  improved  conditions,  but  confined  themselves  to 
insisting  on  the  observation  of  the  law  and  on  retain- 
ing the  slight  advantages  to  which  they  were  entitled 
by  contract.  Engineer  Tulchinsky,  who  had  attempted 
to  improve  their  condition,  had  received  a  hint  from 
St.  Petersburg  to  the  effect  that  "  the  interests  of  the 
Company  were  identical  with  those  of  the  State." 
The  continual  burden  of  the  instructions  sent  from 
St.  Petersburg  was  that  any  indulgence  towards  the 
miners  was  to  be  deprecated,  and  there  was  no  lack 
of  zealous  agents  to  act  in  that  spirit  on  the  spot. 

Congo  Methods. 

With  the  assumption  of  the  management  by  M. 
Byelozeroff,  the  methods  of  the  Belgian  slave-drivers 
in  the  Congo  had  been  introduced  on  the  mines. 
Any  subordinate  who  dared  to  talk  to  the  miners 
without  employing  terms  of  abuse  would  be  dis- 
missed. All  the  evils  of  the  "truck"  system  pre- 
vailed in  the  most  aggravated  form.  The  miners 
were  bound  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  manage- 
ment, immediately  on  demand,  the  labour  of  their 
wives  and  children  ;  in  practice  such  demands 
would  take  the  form  of  forced  prostitution.  The 
miners  were  prevented  from  presenting  complaints 
or  bringing  actions  by  the  fear  of  being  turned  out 
of  the  barracks,  which  amounted  in  that  region  to  a 
condemnation  to  death  by  starvation.  The  con- 
dition of  the  barracks  defied  description. 

M.  Kerensky  declared  that  no  responsibility  for  the 
massacre  attached  to  either  Governor  Kniazeff, 
M.  Bantysh,  or  Engineer  Tulchinsky,  since  every- 
thing had  been  done  by  Captain  Treschenkoff 
behind  their  backs,  partly  by  direct  instructions  from 
St.  Petersburg. 


THE   NIJNI    FAIR  DISPUTE. 

The   Governor   and  the  Motor-Car. 


Writing  on  the  recent  Nijni  Fair,  its  chairman,  M. 
Salazkin,  refers  to  the  campaign  carried  on  by 
Governor  Khvostoff  against  the  Fair  Committee, 
which  opposed  the  Governor's  boundless  lust  for 
domination.  The  Governor  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  prerogatives  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  regime  of 
"  Increased  Okhrana,"  but  endeavoured  to  frighten 
the  Committee  in  order  to  convert  it  to  the  necessity 
of  the  introduction  of  martial  law  during  the  term  of 
the  Fair.  The  merchants,  however,  were  already 
too  familiar  with  the  operation  of  martial  law,  and 
were  not  anxious  that  hanging  powers  should  be 
conferred  on  the  impulsive  Governor,  while  they 
remained  sceptical  with  regard  to  the  bogies  con- 
jured up  by  his  exuberant  fancy  or  ambition. 

According  to  the  statement  of  another  member  of 
the  Committee  their  first  encounter  with  the  Governor 
was  occasioned  by  their  refusal  to  provide  his  Excel- 
lency with  money  for  the  purchase  of  a  motor-car. 


SEVEN   YEARS  AFTER. 

Railway  Employee  Imprisoned  for 
Striking  in  1905. 

A  former  telegraphist  on  the  Libau-Romny  Rail- 
way, named  Datsko,  has  been  sentenced  by  the 
High  Court  of  Minsk  to  eight  months'  confinement 
in  a  fortress  for  having,  in  the  year  1905,  belonged 
to  the  Pan-Russian  Railway  Employees'  Union,  and 
for  having  taken  part  in  the  strike  of  that  year.  His 
case  has  only  just  come  before  the  court  on  his 
return  from  his  four  years'  exile,  to  which  he  had 
been  sentenced  by  administrative  order  without  any 
form  of  trial. 

Ensign  Kuzmin,  who  for  three  days  played  the 
part  of  President  of  the  "  Republic  of  Krasnoyarsk 
in  1905,  the  year  of  the  Revolution,  has  been  sen- 
tenced by  the  Krasnoyarsk  Court- Martial  to  penal 
servitude  for  life. 


The  former  Head  of  the  Department  of  the  Prefect 
of  St.  Petersburg,  A.  N.  Nikiphoroff,  is  being  prose- 
cuted on  charges  of  bribery,  extortion,  and  falsifica- 
tion. The  prosecution  is  the  result  of  an  official 
inquiry  made  four  years  ago. 
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SOME    WAR  REFLECTIONS. 


A  number  of  prominent  Anglican  and  Non 
conformist    divines,    including   the    Bishop  of 
Oxford  and  Dr.  Clifford,  have  issued  a  public 
manifesto  on  behalf  of  the  Balkan  Allies  in  their 
struggle  against  Turkish  misrule.     The  lofty 
humanitarian  sentiments  expressed  in  this  docu- 
ment will,  no  doubt,  carry  their  appropriate 
weight  among  the  public.    It  cannot,  however, 
fail  to  strike  the  thoughtful  student  of  current 
affairs  as  a  singular  phenomenon    that  these 
worthy  Churchmen  should  so  bestir  themselves 
in  the  interest  of  the  victims  of  Turkish  oppres 
sion  when  they  are  consistently  indifferent,  as 
far  as  public  action  goes,  to  the  infinitely  worse 
oppression  of  a  far  greater  mass  of  people  that 
is  practised  by  the  champion  and  protector  of 
Panslavism,  Russia.    If  we  read  the  manifesto 
through  we  find  that    it   requires  very  little 
alteration  to  make  it  fit  the  Rnssian  case.  Under 
the  rule  of  the  Tsars,  as  under  that  of  the 
Sultans,  "  age-long  oppression  "  has  been  rife, 
whose  victims  "  have    lain    under   a  bondage 
which  destroyed  freedom  without  establishing 
order,  and  which  was  equally  fatal  to  national 
and  intellectual  progress."    With  these  cham- 
pions  of    Christian    humanity    we    may  well 
declare  that  "  it  cannot  be  to  the  interest  of  the 
civilised  world    that    barbarism    and  misery 
should    continue    to    prevail    in    regions  of 
Europe     which     admit     of     prosperity  and 
plenty,"   and  that   "  it   cannot  be  compatible 
with  the  conscience  of   Christendom,  or  even 
with   ordinary  humanity,    that  a  Government 
which  has    been   again   and    again  convicted 
.    of  extortion,  pillage,  massacre,  and  out- 
rages on  women "  should  be  allowed  "  to  bear 
down  by  superior  force  the  efforts  of  the  defenders 
of  liberty."    And,  finally,  with  what  fervour  do 
we  echo,  in  its  application  to  Russia,  the  sugges- 
tion that  "  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Christian  man 
to  work  and  to  pray  for  the  ending  of  the  present 
tyranny,  and  for  the  inauguration  of  good  govern- 
ment— in  whatever  reasonable  shape — through- 
out those  regions  which  have  not  yet  attained 
their  freedom." 

But  why  are  these  eminent  divines  so  deeply 
concerned  at  the  misdemeanours  of  Turkey  and 
so  reticent  regarding  those  of  Russia  ?  Do  the}' 
not  think  that  the  latter  are  at  least  equally 
black,  and  in  at  least  an  equal  measure  a  reproach 
to  civilisation  ?  There  can  hardly  be  any  illu- 
sions on  this  score.  Does  it  then  need  the 
theatricality  of  a  declaration  of  war  to  rouse 
these  gentlemen  to  an  expression  of  their 
humanity  ?  Or  is  the  secret  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  Turkey  is  a  pagan  and  Russia  a 
Christian  Empire  ?  We  should  be  sorry  to  think 
that  the  outburst  of  the  Bishop  of  Oxford  and 
his  co-signatories  was  only  inspired  by  the  "  Cross- 
remes-Crescent "  idea,  and  that,  while  they  are 
ready  enough  to  break  a  lance  in  defence  of  Chris- 
tian victims  of  pagan  oppression,  the  outrages 
committed  by  a  Christian  Government  on  its 
Christian,  Jewish,  andMoslem  subjects  leave  them 
comparatively  cold.  This  surely  would  be  the 
very  ecstasy  of  religious  fanaticism.  But,  what- 
ever the  cause,  the  fact  remains  that,  while 
misrule  and  oppression  in  other  lands  meet  with 
general  and  open  denunciation,  against  Russia's 
innumerable  and  crying  sins  scarcely  a  voice  is 
raised  in  the  wilderness  of  indifference.  The 


late  Li  Hung  Chang  wrote  in  his  diary  sixteen 
years  ago:  "  Many  of  the  nations  agree  to  harass 
China,  but  not  any  of  them  will  bother  Russia." 
Here  we  have  a  concise  statement  of  the  situa- 
tion as  it  existed  then,  and  as  in  general  it  exists 
to-day.  The  only  explanation  of  so  curious  a 
state  of  affairs  that  presents  itself  to  us  is  that 
Russia  is  a  first-class  Christian  Power,  and  to  be 
a  first-class  Christian  Power  means,  of  course, 
the  possession  of  all  the  moral  if  not  of  all  the 
political  excellences. 

A  certain  piquancy  is  lent  to  these  observa- 
tions by  the  article  we  publish  this  week,  from 
the  pen  of  a  well-informed  contributor,  in  which 
it  is  alleged  that  the  prime  organiser  of  the  war 
against  Turkish  oppression  is  Russia  herself. 
Russia's  chief  grievance  against  Turkey  to-day 
is  the  Constitutional  progress  made  in  that 
country.  The  story  of  her  intrigues  against 
the  Constitutional  movements  in  Turkey,  China, 
and  Persia  has  already  been  told  in  our 
columns,  and,  if  our  correspondent's  deduc- 
tions are  correct,  the  Balkan  War  is  in 
great  measure  but  a  further  move  in  the  same 
campaign.  There  are  ce  rtainly  not  wanting  facts 
which  may  be  regarded  as  supporting  this  view — 
the  Panslavist  agitatioii,  the  aggrandisement  of 
the  ruler  of  Bulgaria,  the  subsidising  of  Monte- 
negro and  the  equipment  of  its  army,  the 
nonoars  paid  iu  llie  bioad-sLained  Servian  Court, 
and  so  forth.  Considerable  light,  too,  seems  to 
be  thrown  on  the  meaning  of  Russia's  aggressive 
policy  in  Persia  when  we  hear  that  there  are 
thousands  of  Russian  troops  massed  on  the  Perso- 
Turkish  frontier.  "  Ferdinand's  hand  is  but  that 
of  the  puppet  selected  to  strike  at  Turkey's 
heart,"  exclaimed  Kiamil  Pasha  the  other  day. 
It  is  unfortunately  only  too  evident  that  there  is 
in  Russia  a  powerful  and  influential,  if  numeri- 
cally small,  party  that  is  now  seeking  to  secure 
the  realisation  of  the  policy  of  aggression  it  has 
preached  for  many  years.  At  present  M. 
Sazonoff  is  standing  firm,  and  enjoys  a  sufficient 
measure  of  Imperial  support.  How  long,  how- 
ever, he  will  be  able  to  resist  the  forces  arrayed 
against  him  few  would  care  to  prophesy.  At 
any  moment  the  power  which  is  behind  the 
Russian  Government  and  controlling  its  destinies 
may  act  in  a  direction  which  will  lead  straight  to 
Armageddon.  We  do  not  doubt  the  sincerity  of 
M.  Sazonoff  and  his  colleagues,  who  have  dis- 
played every  anxiety  to  keep  the  peace  ;  but  we 
do  doubt  their  capacity  to  withstand  the  pressure 
that  is  being  exerted  irpon  them,  and  to  prevent 
the  ring  from  being  "  rushed."  The  spectacle  of 
Russia  fighting  in  the  cause  of  oppressed  nation- 
alities would  be  sufficiently  unedifying,  apart 
from  the  incalculable  complications  that  would 
follow  from  the  act. 


RUSSIA  AND  THE  EX-SHAH. 


\  long  letter  from  the  Novoe  Vrcmya  correspon- 
dent at  Teheran,  headed  "  The  Restoration  Move- 
ment in  Favour  of  the  ex-Shah  and  its  Chief 
Causes,"  concludes  with  the  following  passage  : — 

'  It  is  much  more  advantageous  to  us  to  have  as 
head  of  the  state  the  friendly  sovereign  who  has 
always  gravitated  towards  Russia  than  a  Bakhtiari 
Regent  like  Sirdar-Asad,  together  with  the  notorious 
'  National  Government.'  " 

According  to  a  statement  made  by  a  governess  in 
the  employ  of  the  deposed  sovereign,  on  her  arrival  at 
St.  Petersburg  from  Odessa,  the  ex-Shah  was  then 
about  to  start  with  his  family  for  Persia. 


THE  VOICE  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 


What  the  Elections  Really  Show. 


As  readers  of  Darkest  Russia  are  well  aware,  the 
final  results  of  the  elections  to  the  fourth  Duma  will 
bear  little  relation  to  the  actual  feeling  in  the  country, 
partly  owing  to  the  inequalities  of  the  franchise  law 
and  partly  to  the  illegal  method •>  of  repression 
employed  by  the  authorities.  Nevertheless,  if  pro- 
perly studied,  the  elections  afford  an  excellent  record 
of  the  political  development  of  Russia,  and  a  guide  to 
the  prospects  of  the  near  future.  For  this  purpose  it 
will  be  necessary  to  inquire  into  and  examine  the 
party  distribution  of  the  electors  nominated  by  each 
of  the  curia: 

The  curia-  of  the  industrial  workers  as  a  whole 
have  voted  solid  for  the  bitterest  enemies  of  the 
Government.  During  all  the  five  years  of  theCounter- 
Revolution  their  organisations  and  their  Press  hav<- 
been  the  object  of  systematic  attack.  Thousands  of 
workers  have  been  imprisoned.  In  the  Caucasus 
alone  over  two  hundred  of  their  newspapers  havi- 
been  destroyed,  and  all  over  Russia  hundreds  of 
editors  have  been  sent  to  prison.  But  all  this  has 
been  of  no  avail,  and  on  the  eve  of  the  elections  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Makaroff,  realised  that  the 
danger  was  not  removed.  He  issued  a  special 
circular  to  the  local  authorities  stating  that  the 
workers  had  at  all  three  elections  to  the  Duma  voted 
for  the  Social  Democrats,  and  urging  the  necessity 
of  applying  more  and  more  extreme  measures  of 
repression — which,  of  course,  his  agents  never  fail  to 
carry  out.  However,  the  sequel  to  all  these  heroic 
efforts  has  \}§SXS  that  the  entire  WQrkiogsGlass  cumu- 
lation has  again  expressed  its  entire  confidence ' in 
the  Social  Democrats. 

The   Progressive   Second  Curia. 

The  second  curia'  of  the  towns  have  always  given 
great  trouble  to  the  Government.  At  the  third 
Duma  elections  78-8  per  cent,  of  their  electors 
belonged  to  the  Opposition.  Obviously  there  was  no 
possibility  of  a  radical  alteration  here,  so  the  Govern- 
ment's chief  care  was  to  introduce  modifications  with 
the  object  of  reducing  the  proportion  of  Progressives 
to  Reactionaries.  In  pursuance  of  this  plan  it  was 
"  explained,"  through  the  Senate,  that  a  certain 
category  of  Jews  had  no  right  to  vote  ;  and  the  local 
authorities  adopted  various  other  subterfuges  in 
order  to  deprive  Jews  of  their  votes.  Then  the 
attack  was  turned  against  the  occupiers  of  tenements 
and  other  democratic  electors  of  the  second  curia, 
thousands  of  whom  were  removed  from  the  register. 
Everything  that  was  possible  was  done  to  get  rid  of 
the  dangerous  element.  However,  it  is  clear  that 
the  Opposition  have  maintained  their  numbers  in  the 
second  curia;  and  it  is  even  likely  that  the  proportion 
of  Revolutionaries  in  the  Opposition  ranks  is  now 
higher  than  it  was  at  the  elections  to  the  third  Duma. 
Here,  as  in  the  workers'  curia',  the  only  effective 
method  would  have  been  to  exclude  everybody. 

Although  the  mass  of  the  peasants  have  not  taken 
a  very  active  part  in  the  elections,  yet  the  Opposition 
has  found  itself  on  a  strong  footing,  and  the  Reac- 
tionaries have  encountered  serious  difficulties  in  their 
way,  even  to  the  point  of  exclusion.  And  the  small 
private  holders  have  now  shown  themselves  more 
antagonistic  to  the  Government  than  previously. 

Thus  the  only  two  sources  from  which  the  Reac- 
tionaries derive  sufficient  support  to  ensure  a  majority  9 
are  the  landed  aristocracy  and,  in  a  much  lesser 
degree,  the  first  curia-  in  the  towns.  The  latter, 
however,  even  at  the  last  election,  sent  up  a  con- 
siderable proportion  of  Opposition  electors,  and  now 
a  great  many  of  the  big  manufacturers  have  also  gone 
over  to  the  Opposition. 

The   Octobrist  Bout. 

The  Octobrists,  who  formed  the  so-called  Centre 
and  together  with  the  Right  the  majority  in  the  third 
Duma,  were  actually  a  union  of  the  nobility  and 
small  groups  of  financiers  and  large  manufacturers. 
These  were  the  foundation  of  the  power  on  which 
the  Government  rested.  But  during  the  last  five 
years  they  have  surrendered  to  the  worn-out  landed 
aristocracy,  to  the  detriment  of  the  manufacturing 
class,  and  have  thus  alienated  the  latter's  support. 
The  result  is  that  the  Government  on  the  one  hand 
has  ignored  them,  and  the  manufacturers  are  esta- 
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Wishing  a  political  organisation  of  their  own — the 
Progressists— in  opposition  to  the  Government. 
Further,  the  "Nationalist "  policy,  directed  against  all 
the  non-Russian  nationalities,  while  pleasing  the 
nobility  in  certain  districts,  is  not  entirely  in  the 
interest  of  the  whole  landed  aristocracy.  For  this 
reason  the  Government  mobilised  the  Reactionary 
and  servile  clergy  in  order  to  save  the  elections.  The 
figures  available  up  to  date  show  that  the  union  of 
the  nobility  and  the  manufacturers  has  been  swept 
away.  The  industrial  classes  in  the  towns,  the 
peasantry,  and  the  entire  working  class  are  in  oppo- 
sition, which  is  increased  in  its  left  wing.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Extreme  Reactionaries  represent 
only  the  decaying  nobility.  Thus  the  supporters  of 
the  Government  have  been  reduced  again,  as  before 
the  Revolution,  to  the  outworn  landed  aristocracy, 
which  economically  is  very  rapidly  losing  ground. 
By  persisting  in  its  policy  "the  Government  has  only 
succeeded  in  driving  many  of  its  former  supporters 
into  the  Opposition  camp.  And  by  continuing  to 
present  itself  as  an  obstacle  to  the  further  develop- 
ment of  the  country,  and  therefore  to  all  peaceful 
regeneration,  it  is  greatly  helping  towards  bringing 
the  people  to  the  brink  of  revolution. 


THE   BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

Vindictive    Official   Campaign  Against 
Beilis's  Defenders. 

The  Minister  of  Justice  has  instructed  the  Kiev 
Examining  Magistrate,  M.  Mashkevitch,  to  refuse 
Beilis's  application  for  release  on  bail. 

With  regard  to  the  step  taken  by  M.  Mashke\itch 
in  appointing  a  committee  of  theologians  to  investi- 
gate the  question  of  the  existence  or  non-existence 
of  "ritual  murder  "  as  part  of  the  Jewish  religion,  the 
Kolokol,  which  is  the  semi-official  organ  of  the  Holy 
Synod,  remarks  : — 

"  Were  even  all  the  five  clerical  academies  to  make 
a  solemn  declaration  on  oath  at  a  full  sitting  to  the 
effect  that  the  Jewish  religion  does  not  permit  ritual 
murders,  this  would  not  alter  in  the  least  the  ques- 
tion with  regard  to  Beilis,  or  to  the  practice  of  ritual 
murders  among  Jews,  in  view  of  the  presence  of 
proofs." 

The  Kiev  Public  Prosecutor's  Office  has  consis- 
tently exhibited  a  vindictive  spirit  against  all  those 
who  have  contributed  in  any  way  towards  the  dis- 
covery of  the  murderers  of  Yuschinsky,  instead  of 
accepting  the  semi-officially  consecrated  legend  of 
"  ritual  murder."  The  late  head  of  the  Kiev 
Detective  Department,  M.  Mischuk,  who  had  his 
doubts  about  the  ritual  theory,  and  was  anxious  to 
find  out  the  actual  murderers,  has  been  committed 
for  trial,  along  with  three  of  his  subordinates, 
although  the  accusation  against  them  is  only  based 
on  the  information  of  a  man  who  is  notorious  as  a 
professional  thief  and  provocator. 

M.  Mischuk's  successor,  M.  Krassovskv,  was  dis- 
missed in  his  turn  for  the  heinous  offence  of  getting 
on  the  track  of  the  murderers.  Later  on  he  was 
committed  for  trial  on  the  charge  of  having,  when  he 
was  as  yet  a  Commissary  of  Police,  arrested  without 
sufficient  ground  a  peasant  named  Kovbassa,  on 
suspicion  of  his  being  implicated  in  a  revolutionary 
society  and  in  several  acts  of  arson. 

At  the  same  time  the  Public  Prosecutor's  office 
has  been  doing  its  best  to  get  even  with  the  counsel 
who  have  had  the  temerity  to  appear  on  behalf  of 
Beilis,  the  chosen  victim  of  the  prosecution. 

First  of  all  they  were  formally  accused  of  having 
divulged  before  the  trial  the  act  of  indictment  drawn 
up  against  Beilis.  It  came  out,  however,  in  evidence 
that  the  copy  of  the  indictment  produced  by  the 
"  Unionist''  informer  was  one  of  the  obligatory  copies 
presented  by  the  printers  to  the  Censor's  Office.  The 
Public  Prosecutor,  who  was  not  anxious  to  compro- 
mise the  enemies  of  Beilis,  thereupon  made  haste  to 
stop  the  proceedings  on  the  alleged  /.-round  of  his 
"  inability  to  trace  the  guilty  parties." 

The  disappointed  Public  Prosecutor  then  brought 
a  charge  against  Advocate  Margolin  for  having  circu- 
lated a  work  dealing  with  the  blood  accusation, 
together  with  a  collection  of  Papal  Bulls  on  the 
subject,  &c.  The  charge  was  dismissed,  however,  by 
the  District  Court. 

Then  a  charge  was  brought  against  Advocate 
Grigorovich-Barsky  for  having  appended  his  signa- 
ture to  a  public  protest  against  the  "  ritual  murder  " 
libel.  This  time  the  District  Court  ordered  a  prose- 
cution. 

Encouraged  by  this  success,  the  Public  Prosecutor 
now  brought  another  charge  against  Advocate 
Margolin — namely,  of  having  attempted  to  persuade 
the  woman  Vera  Chebiryak  to  take  upon  herself  the 
guilt  of  Yuschinsky '»  murder  in  return  for  a  large- 
pecuniary  reward.  At  her  confrontation  with 
Advocate  Margolin,  the  woman  declared  that  she 
had  never  seen  him  before  in  her  life,  but  that  it  was 
somebody  else  who  had  made  the  offer  to  her.  The 
Public  Prosecutor,  however,  has  applied  to  the  Court 
for  leave  to  institute  a  prosecution  against  Advocate 
Margolin. 


THE  ELECTIONS, 

Latest  Figures  for  the  Electoral  Colleges. 

The  returns  for  the  final  electoral  colleges  given  by 
the  various  Russian  newspapers  and  agencies  differ 
very  materially  in  their  details.  Evidently  in  many 
cases  the  political  convictions  of  the  electors  are  a 
matter  of  considerable  uncertainty.  The  latest 
figures  to  hand  arc  those  supplied  by  the  official 
Telegraph  Agency,  which  gives,  or  professes  to  give, 
the  party  distribution  of  5,625  electors  out  of  a  total 
of  6,032.  The  list,  which  is  open  to  grave  suspicion 
in  many  details,  is  as  follows  : — 

Right    2,659 

Nationalists    266 

Octobrists    560 

Constitutional  Democrats    413 

Progressists    348 

Left   444 

Poles  and  Lithuanians   330 

Germans   3 

Mussulmans    n 

Jews   1 

•'  No  Party  "    590 

According  to  this  statement,  the  Right-Nationalist 
combination,  even  without  the  Octobrists,  forms  a 
clear  majority  of  the  total  number  of  electors. 

The  elections  of  members  of  the  Duma  are  to  take 
place  on  October  31st,  November  2nd,  and  November 
7th. 

The  nominations  of  electors  by  the  factory-workers 
of  the  Government  of  St.  Petersburg  have  been  can- 
celled on  the  ground  that  the  delegates  of  several 
important  works  in  the  St.  Petersburg  district  did  not 
take  part  in  the  proceedings.  The  reason  alleged  is 
all  the  more  strange,  since  it  was  the  authorities 
themselves  who  cancelled  the  nominations  made  in 
that  district,  while  the  workmen  were  not  allowed  to 
elect  new  delegates. 

The  Synod  Campaign. 

A  special  sitting  of  the  Holy  Synod  was  almost 
exclusively  devoted  to  the  electoral  campaign.  Arch- 
bishop Sergius,  of  Finland,  presided,  and  both  the 
Procurator  and  his  assistant,  M.  Damansky,  took 
part  in  the  proceedings. 

In  a  long  speech  M.  Sabler  explained  that  by  their 
solidarity  and  energetic  action  at  the  elections  the 
clergy  were  accomplishing  a  great  work,  saving  the 
Duma  from  an  excessive  influx  of  injurious  elements. 
At  the  same  time  the  Synod  had  to  see  to  it  that 
ministers  of  the  altar  shouW  not  enter  the  Duma  in 
too  large  a  number.  According  to  information  in 
his  possession,  there  were  to  be  found  even  among 
the  clerical  electors  pastors  so  "  Left  "  in  their  politics 
that  he  considered  their  entry  into  the  Duma  to  be 
inadmissible. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  Procurator's  speech,  the 
members  of  the  Synod  Electioneering  Bureau  pre- 
sented reports  on  the  course  of  the  elections  in  each 
diocese.  They  complained  that  all  the  Bishops  had 
not  duly  honoured  the  Synod's  confidential  circular. 
In  some  dioceses  the  prelates  had  paid  no  attention 
whatever  to  the  instructions  of  the  highest  clerical 
authority,  but  carried  on  an  electioneering  campaign 
on  their  own  account. 

Reports  of  the  diocesan  Bishops  were  read  on  the 
number  of  clerical  electors,  proposed  candidates,  and 
their  qualifications  for  the  Duma  Owing  to  the  i 
absence  of  reports  from  several  dioceses,  the  Synod 
did  not  see  its  way  to  fix  definitely  the  number  of 
clerical  candidates  to  be  put  up  for  the  Duma.  The 
Synod  has  as  yet  only  given  its  provisional  approba- 
tion to  forty  of  its  candidates. 

Why  M.  Menshifcoff  Abstained. 

M.  Menshikoff,  writing  in  the  Novoc  Vretnya,  regrets 
his  forced  abstention  from  the  exercise  of  his  duty 
as  an  elector.  Although  he  does  not  belong  to  those 
who  boycott  the  Duma,  he  prefers  not  to  vote  at  all 
rather  than  give  his  vote  to  men  whom  he  cannot 
consider  as  his  representatives.  Strange  as  it  may 
seem,  there  is  no  Right  or  Nationalist  candidate  at 
Tsarskoe  Selo,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
Imperial  residence.  While  he  could  not  vote  con- 
scientiously for  the  Cadet  candidate,  who  is  a  Socialist, 
in  however  mild  a  form,  he  objects  to  the  Octo- 
brist  candidate  on  account  of  his  clerical  profession, 
which  he  can  follow  better  on  the  spot  than  in  the 
Duma. 

M.  Menshikoff  has  no  doubt  that  worthy  Nation- 
alists are  to  be  found  even  at  Tsarskoe  Selo,  but  he  is 
deprived  by  the  Government,  which  prevents  the 
holding  of  any  electioneering  meetings,  of  every 
means  of  discovering  them.  While  he  fully  approves 
of  the  persecution  of  the  "  destructive  "  parlies,  he 
considers  it  to  be  a  mistake  to  suppress  all  political 
life  at  the  same  time. 

"How,"  he  asks,  "can  you  restrict  the  public  in 
its  party  struggles  p  Why,  this  is  the  political  school, 
the  supplementary  course  through  which  the  whole 
of  Russian  society  that  shares  the  destiny  of  the 
Fatherland  is  passing.  There  are  two  alternatives — 
either  no  popular  representation  should  have  been 
introduced  at  all,  or  it  should  be  allowed  to  be  what 
it  is  called." 


RUSSIA    AND    THE  WAR 


Why  the  Balkan  States  were  Encouraged 
to  Fight. 

[From  a  Gkokmax  Corkksroxkext.J 
The  four  small  Balkan  States  have  declared  war  on 
Turkey  for  the  liberation  of  oppressed  Macedonia. 
With  so  noble  a  motive  every  lover  of  freedom  must 
have  full  sympathy.  And  yet  one  observes  a  certain 
hesitation,  reserve,  and  doubt  in  the  public  opinion 
of  Western  Europe.  Whence  does  this  feeling 
arise  ? 

Behind  the  allied  Balkan  States,  with  their  motto 
of  liberation  from  Turkish  oppression,  looms  the 
black  shadow  of  Russian  despotism,  with  its  policy 
of  coercion  in  Poland,  Finland,  and  Georgia,  with 
its  persecution  of  its  Mussulman  subjects,  with  its 
sanguinary  record  of  pogroms  organised  against  an 
inoffensive  Jewish  population,  and  with  its  unbear- 
able oppression  of  the  Russian  people  itself. 
Intrigues  against  Constitutionalism. 

It  is  known  that,  from  the  moment  that  Constitu- 
tionalism and  the  desire  for  enlightenment  and 
reforms  so  triumphantly  asserted  itself  in  Persia  and 
Turkey,  the  Russian  Government  was  alarmed  at  the 
far-reaching  consequences  this  movement  might  have 
on  the  18  millions  of  her  Mussulman  population, 
especially  in  her  richest  and  most  prosperous  pro- 
vinces of  the  Caucasus,  inhabited  by  warlike  Circas- 
sians, Lesghians,  and  Tartars,  la  1908,  immediately 
after  the  dethronement  of  the  Sultan  Abdul  Hamid, 
bv  order  from  St.  Petersburg  a  special  Council  was 
held  by  the  Viceroy  of  the  Caucasus,  with  his  General 
S  aff  and  the  Russian  Consular  Agents  in  Persia  and 
Asia  Minor,  to  devise  ways  and  means  of  checking 
Constitutionalism  in  Persia  and  Turkey.  Later,  M. 
Stolypin,  who  virtually  abolished  the  Constitution  in 
Russia,  obtained  the  dismissal  of  the  Foreign 
Minister,  M.  Isvolsky,  appointing  in  his  place  a 
creature  of  his  own,  M.  Sazonoff,  a  rabid  Nationalist 
and  anti-Constitutionalist,  and  this  was  followed  by 
the  recall  of  M.  Tcharykoff,  Russia's  Ambassador  in 
Constantinople,  and  one  of  her  most  brilliani 
diplomatists,  for  his  sympathy  with  Constitutional 
Turkey. 

Simultaneously  a  Pan-Slavonic  agitation  was 
worked  up,  and  Pan-Slavonic  exhibitions  and  con- 
gresses were  held. 

The  work  of  uniting  the  Balkan  States  was  actively 
taken  in  hand.  Putting  aside  its  old  grudge  against 
the  Bulgarians,  the  Russian  Court  invited  Prince 
Ferdinand  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  acknowledged  him 
as  a  King.  The  Prince  of  Montenegro  was  made  a 
Field-Marshal  of  the  Russian  Army  ;  a  yearly  subsidy 
of  375,000  roubles  was  bestowed  on  him,  and  Russian 
guns  and  artillery  were  presented  to  his  Army. 
Even  the  Servian  Court  was  forgiven  by  the  Russian 
Court  for  the  assassination  of  King  Alexander  and 
Queen  Draga  ;  and  the  Servian  Radical  Prime 
Minister,  M.  Pashitch,  and  the  Crown  Prince  were 
lavishly  feasted  and  honoured  during  their  visit  to 
St.  Petersburg.  The  ambition  of  these  small  States 
was  aroused ;  Russian  military,  financial,  and 
political  support  was  promised,  and  territorial 
aggrandisement  was  dangled  before  their  eyes. 
Hussian  Army  Concentration. 
Along  with  these  preparations  against  Constitu- 
tional Turkey,  Russia,  without  the  opposition 
of  the  British  Government,  crushed  the  only 
other  Constitutional  Mussulman  Power,  Persia  ;  and 
now,  under  the  pretext  of  protecting  Russian 
interests,  35,000  Russian  troops  are  massed  on  the 
Perso-Turkish  frontier,  whilst  under  the  pretence  of 
manoeuvres  two  Army  corps  have  been  concentrated 
along  the  Turco-Russian  frontier,  between  Alexan- 
dropol,  Kars,  and  Ardaghan,  thus  menacing  Erzerum 
and  the  North-Eastern  part  of  Asia  Minor. 

The  Cossacks,  as  well  as  the  Army  Reserves  of  the 
Northern  Caucasus,  have  been  mobilised,  and  at  a 
moment's  notice  Russia  can  pour  100,000  men  into 
Turkish  territory  in  the  East— as  Kiamil  Pasha,  the 
Turkish  Grand  Vizier,  says  in  his  appeal  to  England, 
to  stab  Turkey  in  the  back. 

Thus  encouraged  and  supported  by  Russia,  the 
Balkan  States  have  begun  the  war.  What  will  be 
the  result  for  them  is  hazardous  to  say. 

But  Russian  despotism  has  certainly  succeeded  in 
its  sinister  design.  Constitutional  Persia  is  under  the 
heel  of  Russia  ;  the  Young  Turks  are  driven  from 
power,  and  all  Constitutional  reforms  are  abandoned 
in  the  struggle  to  save  the  Turkish  Empire,  shaken 
to  its  very  foundations ;  the  Ottoman  nation  is 
plunged  for  many  years  to  come  into  a  terrible  reli- 
gious strife.  The  responsibility  for  this  neo-bar- 
barism  will  fall  not  on  Constitutional  Turkey,  but  on 
Russian  despotism  and  its  tools,  who  have  light- 
heartedly  declared  this  war  to  be  one  of  the  Cross 
against  the  Crescent,  and  have  thus  conjured  up  the 
spectre  of  medi;cval  fanaticism.  Is  it  not  the  duty 
of  the  democracy  of  Europe  to  raise  a  voice  ot 
warning  and  protest  against  this  set-back  to  modern 
civilisation  and  to  our  ideas  of  religious  freedom  and 
the  brotherhood  of  nations  ? 


October  30.  1912. 
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NOTES. 


The  Tsareviteh. 

Our  partisanship  of  the  cause  of  those  who 
are  struggling  against  Russian  misrule  need  not 
prevent  us  from  offering  our  deep  sympathy 
both  to  the  Russian  Sovereign  and  to  the  Russian 
nation  on  the  anxiety  occasioned  them  by  the 
illness  of  the  Tsareviteh.  In  Russia,  even  at  the 
best  of  times,  the  Throne  is  never  secure  from 
trouble,  but  just  at  present  it  is  passing  through 
a  more  than  usually  acute  trial.  In  wishing  the 
ailing  prince  a  speedy  recovery  we  are  voicing 
the  sentiments  of  millions  who  share  our 
political  views.  It  has  never  been  any  part  of 
our  campaign  to  attack  either  the  principle  of 
the  Russian  Monarchy  or  the  person  of  the 
Russian  Monarch.  All  we  have  ever  demanded 
has  been  Constitutional  and  humane  government, 
which  is  as  compatible  with  a  monarchical  as 
with  the  most  extreme  form  of  democratic 
government.  We  trust,  therefore,  that  the  more 
favourable  nature  of  the  bulletins  of  the  last  day 
or  two  will  be  maintained. 


The  Duma  and  the  Country. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  the  deputies  who 
are  elected  to  the  fourth  Duma  will  represent 
neither  the  country  at  large  nor  even  the  limited 
body  of  citizens  who  have  been  permitted  to 
exercise  their  franchise  rights.  Over  50  per 
cent,  of  the  members  of  the  final  electoral 
colleges  are  nominated  by  a  single  curia — that  of 
the  landowners,  who  are  numerically  one  of  the 
smallest  classes  in  the  Empire.  Thus,  even  if  all 
the  other  curiae  were  to  nominate  exclusively 
Progressive  electors,  it  would  still  be  possible  to 
have  a  Duma  with  a  Reactionary  majority.  The 
returns  for  the  first  and  second  town  curias  are 
well  worth  noticing  in  this  connection.  In  the 
second  curia',  which  are  composed  of  small 
industrialists,  professional  men,  and  the  like,  it 
was  only  to  be  expected  that  the  majority  of 
electors  nominated  should  belong  to  the  Opposi- 
tion— in  spite  of  all  the  repressive  tactics  of  the 
Government  ;  in  point  of  fact  no  less  than  73 
per  cent,  of  them  have  been  returned  as  avowed 
champions  of  reform.  Still  more  striking,  how- 
ever, is  the  position  of  affairs  in  the  first  curias, 
whose  members  are  drawn  from  the  ranks  of  the 
haute  bourgeoisie,  and  which  were  formerly  the 
stronghold  of  the  Octobrist  party.  At  the 
present  elections,  thanks  to  the  general  disgust 
with  the  policy  of  the  Government  and  the  lack 
of  policy  of  the  Octobrists,  nearly  60  per  cent, 
of  the  nominees  of  these  divisions  are  anti- 
Ministerialists.  Throughout  Russia  the  towns 
represent  the  intellect  and  business  sense  of  the 
country,  so  that  the  significance  of  the  figures  we 
have  quoted  is  not  to  be  minimised.  Whatever 
the  composition  of  the  fourth  Duma,  the  elections 
have  given  a  very  clear  indication  of  what  the 
Russian  people  thinks  and  desires. 

Octobrist  Protestants. 

Nowhere  are  the  denunciations  of  the  Govern- 
ment's electioneering  methods  so  loud  as  in  the 
camp  of  the    Octobrists.    Their  protestations, 


however,  have  not  altogether  the  true  ring  of 
sincerity,  and  are  probably  but  a  preliminary 
movement  designed  to  cover  another  retreat 
towards  the  Right.  The  fierce  utterances  of 
their  organ,  the  (folos  Mbskvy,  and  of  their  sup- 
porters in  the  Novoe  Vremya  are  no  doubt  honest 
enough  in  so  far  as  they  express  the  Octobrists' 
mortification  at  the  loss  of  that  pride  of  place 
which  was  theirs  in  the  third  Duma.  It  is  but 
natural  that,  having  faithfully  served  the  powers 
that  be  in  abandoning  all  the  principles  of  the 
October  Manifesto,  they  should  be  indignant  at 
the  loss  of  their  expected  reward  and  at  the 
Government's  surrender  of  them  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  a  disillusioned  electorate.  Welcom- 
ing treachery,  but  despising  the  traitors,  the 
Government,  which  made  full  use  of  their 
servility  in  the  third  Duma,  has  now  concen- 
trated its  patronage  on  the  Right  and  the 
Nationalists,  and  in  the  elections  to  the  final 
colleges  short  work  has  been  made  of  the  bulk 
of  Octobrist  candidates. 


Holding  the  Balance. 

The  bitter  cry  of  the  Octobrists,  however, 
appears  to  lack  sincerity  in  so  far  as  it  is  intended 
to  imply  the  existence  among  them  of  any  real 
opposition  to  the  policy  of  the  dominant  power. 
In  point  of  fact,  in  many  constituencies  it  is  still 
in  the  power  of  the  Octobrists  to  turn  the  scale 
at  the  final  elections  and  at  the  last  moment  to 
prevent  the  triumph  of  Reaction.  There  are 
several  governments  in  which  neither  the  Right- 
Nationalist  combination  nor  the  Progressive  bloc 
can  claim  an  absolute  majority  in  the  final 
electoral  college,  and  here,  accordingly,  it  is  the 
Octobrists  who  hold  the  balance.  It  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  they  will  add  their  votes  to  those 
of  the  Left  in  order  to  strengthen  the  forces  of 
Constitutionalism  and  Progress  in  the  fourth 
Duma,  and  thus  to  some  extent  to  defeat  the 
machinations  of  the  authorities.  The  Octobrists 
now  have  an  opportunity  to  prove  their  genuine 
adherence  to  the  principles  they  were  organised 
to  uphold,  and  to  restore  to  its  former  bravery 
the  bedraggled  flag  of  the  October  Manifesto. 
But  will  they  use  it  ? 

The   "  Independence "    of  Northern 
Mongolia. 

Russia's  action  in  recognising  the  independence 
of  Northern  Mongolia  can  only  be  regarded  as 
the  preliminary  step  towards  the  annexation  of 
that  territory  ;  and  those  who  affect  to  scoff  at 
the  belief,  making  as  light  of  the  clanger  here  as 
in  Northern  Persia,  must  be  singularly  unac- 
quainted with  Russian  methods  of  expansion 
during  the  past  hundred  years.  It  will  make  not 
the  slightest  impression  upon  us  if  Russia  gives 
the  most  solemn  pledges  in  either  case  to  respect 
the  independence  and  integrity  of  the  country. 
Nothing  could  be  more  sacred  than  the  pledges 
given  to  Finland  and  to  Georgia,  and  the  position 
and  condition  to  which  those  countries  have  been 
reduced  to-day  are  a  byword.  In  Pekin,  accord- 
ing to  the  special  correspondent  of  the  Daily  Tele- 
graph, there  are  no  illusions  as  to  the  real  character 
of  Russia's  action  with  regard  to  Northern  Mon- 
golia, which  is  described  as  "simple  force."  The 
incompetence  of  the  Khutukhta  and  the  native 
princes  absolutely  precludes  the  idea  of  indepen- 
dent government,  and  the  annexation  of  the 
country,  and  with  it  the  beginning  of  general 
dismemberment,  are  considered  to  be  well  within 
sight.  The  Telegraph  correspondent  predicts 
"  uproar  throughout  China  "  as  soon  as  the  news 
spreads.  Northern  Mongolia  itself  should  put  on 
mourning. 

A  "Blood  Libel"  Committee. 

M.  Mashkevitch,  the  Examining  Magistrate  at 
Kiev,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  case  against  Beilis, 
has  organised  a  committee  of  theologians,  whose 
duty  it  will  be  to  examine  the  question  of  "  ritual 
murder  "  as  applied  to  the  Jewish  religion,  and 


to  pronounce  on  the  tenabilityof  the  supposition. 
The  composition  of  the  committee  is  anti- 
Semitic,  and  hence  it  is  not  unlikely  that  its 
verdict  will  not  be  favourable  to  Judaism.  Lest, 
however,  even  a  body  of  anti-Semitic  theo- 
logians should  be  forced  to  the  only  conclusion 
that  the  evidence  brought  before  them  will 
warrant,  the  Kolokol,  which  is  the  semi-official 
organ  of  the  Holy  Synod,  declares  in  advance 
that  nothing  will  induce  it  to  alter  its  opinion — 
even  though  "  all  the  five  clerical  academies  were 
to  make  a  solemn  declaration  on  oath  at  a  full 
sitting  to  the  effect  that  the  Jewish  religion  does 
not  psrmit  ritual  murders."  This  declaration  at 
any  rate  shows  what  stuff  the  authors  and  pro- 
pagators of  the  Blood  Libel  are  made  of ;  evi- 
dently the  "  ritual  murder  "  cry  is  too  valuable 
a  weapon  in  the  "Black  Hundred"  armoury  to 
be  discarded  at  the  bidding  of  even  the  highest 
tribunal.  Still,  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  how 
far  M.  Mashkevitch's  committee  degrades  itself 
in  the  eyes  of  civilisation. 


A   UNIQUE  PROSECUTION. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  October  24TH. 

The  Odessa  Court  has  just  risen  to  an  achieve- 
ment which  is  unique,  even  in  the  history  of  Russian 
justice.  The  editor  of  a  small  provincial  newspaper 
had  the  temerity  to  print  in  his  journal  a  satirical 
story,  depicting  the  oppression  of  jews  living  on  his 
estate  by  a  landed  proprietor  named  Gupukruma. 
The  prosecuting  authorities  entertained  a  suspicion 
that  the  landowner  Gupukruma  stood  for  the  Govern- 
ment, and  instituted  criminal  proceedings  against 
the  editor  for  the  "circulation  of  false  news."  At 
the  trial  the  editor  stated  that  he  had  never  thought 
of  the  Government,  and  that  the  name  "  Gupu- 
kruma'' was  composed  of  the  initial  letters  of  the 
names  of  the  leaders  of  the  four  chief  groups  in  the 
third  Duma — the  Octobrist  Gutchkoff,  the  Reac- 
tionary Purishkevitch,  the  Nationalist  Krupensky, 
and  the  Extreme  Reactionary  Markoff.  In  spite  of 
this  statement  the  Court  sentenced  the  unhappy 
editor  to  seven  months'  imprisonment  for  the  alleged 
circulation  of  false  news  on  the  cruelty  of  the 
Government. 


JEWISH   EDUCATIONAL  RESTRIC- 
TIONS. 

Wholesale  Expulsions    from  Kiev 
Commercial  Institute. 

In  spite  of  the  intercession  of  all  the  Exchange 
Committees  of  the  Empire,  the  Ministry  of  Trade  has 
refused  the  application  on  behalf  of  1,675  Jewish 
students  to  be  allowed  to  complete  their  course  of 
study  at  the  Kiev  Commercial  Institute,  where  the}' 
have  already  been  working  for  several  years.  The 
exclusion  of  such  an  enormous  number  of  students, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  promotion  of  the  Kiev  Com- 
mercial School  to  the  rank  of  a  high  school  under 
the  name  of  the  Commercial  Institute,  is  based  on 
the  very  questionable  principle  of  giving  retroactive 
force  to  the  extension  of  the  percentage  limit  for 
Jews  to  commercial  institutes.  The  influx  of  Jewish 
students  to  the  commercial  schools  was  in  itself  the 
result  of  their  non-admission  to  the  other  schools,  the 
former  establishments  offering  them  the  only  chance 
of  education. 

It  is  thus  that  the  Government  is  artificially  manu- 
facturing malcontents  in  the  persons  of  1,675  young 
men,  whose  careers  it  has  ruined,  and  whose  years  of 
work  it  has  turned  to  waste. 


SCHOOL  INTEMPERANCE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Russian  Medical  Association, 
Dr.  A.  S.  Bobrinsky  referred  to  the  statistics  on  the 
spread  of  alcoholism  in  the  different  localities.  Those 
figures  show  the  greater  prevalence  of  alcoholism  in 
schools  in  the  border  province^  (and  especially  in  the 
north)  than  in  the  central  region.  In  some  of  the 
primary  schools  the  number  of  boy  drinkers  amounts 
to  80  and  even  90  per  cent.,  and  of  girl  drinkers  to 
60  and  70  per  cent.  Although  the  figures  for  Central 
Russia  are  lower  by  half,  the  number  of  drinkers 
among  the  students  of  the  Intermediate  and  High 
Schools  is  very  high.  Moscow  University  provides 
the  record  with  64  per  cent,  of  drinkers,  while 
Dorpat  University  ranks  next  with  61  per  cent.,  and 
Kharkov  University  takes  third  place  with  58  per 
cent. 
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A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 


The  Balkan  War  and   its  Possibilities. 


[From  Ouk  Polish  Correspondent.] 

The  Polish  nation  is  at  present  excited  by  feelings 
only  to  be  observed  in  times  of  great  political  suspense. 
A  war  in  Europe  gives  rise  in  Poland  to  hopes  and 
aspirations  whose  supreme  aim  is  liberation  from 
the  Russian  yoke.  This  is  really  the  goal  of  Polish 
politics,  and  is  easily  comprehensible  when  it  is 
remembered  that  Russia  holds  the  greatest  part  of 
the  territories  that  once  belonged  to  Poland,  and 
that  the  Polish  provinces  are  relentlessly  persecuted 
and  sweated  by  the  Russian  oppressor. 

At  the  present  moment,  when  the  intervention  of 
Austria  and  Russia  in  the  Balkan  dispute  is  antici- 
pated, the  Poles  are  following  the  campaign  with  the 
utmost  excitement.  At  any  rate,  they  do  not  wish  to 
be  taken  unawares  by  the  course  of  events,  but 
prefer  to  make  preparations  in  good  time.  Promi- 
nent public  workers,  who  are  accustomed  to  keep  a 
sharp  watch  on  the  situation,  have  already  started  the 
work  of  creating  and  directing  public  opinion. 
Recently  the  Press  has  been  discussing  at  length 
the  meeting  of  various  "illegal"  groups  held  in 
Zakopane  (Galicia),  the  leaders  of  which  upheld  in 
the  most  positive  manner  the  idea  of  the  regenera- 
tion of  Poland,  and  resolved  to  unite  all  the  indepen- 
dent elements  of  the  nation  and  to  prepare  armed 
forces  for  a  possible  war  against  Russia. 

Revolutionary  Posters. 

Needless  to  say,  these  proceedings  caused  the 
Russian  Government  to  order  wholesale  raids  and 
arrests  in  Warsaw.  But  in  spite  of  these  preliminary 
measures  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  the  revolu- 
tionary groups,  who  are  not  very  numerous  at 
present,  but  implacable  in  their  hatred  of  Russia,  are 
intent  on  continuing  their  work,  in  order  to  be  pre- 
pared for  a  favourable  moment.  On  the  16th  mst. 
posters  appeared  in  several  parts  of  Warsaw,  appeal- 
ing to  the  population  to  make  ready  for  all  emer- 
gencies and  to  use  the  most  strenuous  efforts  in  the 
event  of  Russia  participating  in  the  war.  These 
proclamations  appeal  especially  to  the  working- 
classes,  who  in  1905-7  displayed  a  heroism  and  a 
spirit  of  self-sacrifice  quite  unparalleled.  Neither 
domiciliary  searches  nor  innumerable  arrests  have 
succeeded  in  stopping  the  movement  ;  the  proclama- 
tions are  constantly  being  circulated,  staring  at  one 
afresh  from  every  street-corner. 

All  this  but  reflects  the  disposition  of  a  large 
number  of  inhabitants,  whom  the  Government  has 
exasperated  beyond  measure.  Apart  from  imposing 
fxceptional  laws  and  all  manner  of  restrictions,  the 
authorities  have  indulged  in  such  arbitrary  procedure 
in  the  interpretation  of  the  existing  quasi-laws  that 
every  governor — indeed,  every  official — is  allowed  to 
display  a  spirit  of  perfect  anarchy  and  to  do  exactly 
as  he  pleases.  A  few  facts  may  be  cited  in  illustra- 
tion of  the  prevailing  condition  of  affairs. 

A  Dangerous  Precedent. 

The  managers  of  a  sugar  factor}'  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  foundation  of  a  private  school  for  the 
children  of  the  factory-workers.  After  a  long  series 
of  petitions  the  permission  was  granted,  but  on  the 
condition  that  the  teacher  must  be  Orthodox.  This 
clause  obviously  aimed  at  forcing  the  Polish  and 
Catholic  population  to  ignore  Polish  teachers  in  private 
schools,  and  a  dangerous  precedent  has  been  created. 

A  notary  named  Turchinovich  has  been  sentenced 
to  three  months'  imprisonment  and  removed  from 
his  post  for  having  used  in  an  official  document  the 
words:  "The  subjects  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland." 
This  expression  repeatedly  appears  in  the  Code,  but 
the  Russian  official  chooses  to  pursue  his  own  policy 
and  does  not  recognise  the  legal  separatenessof  Poland. 

In  the  present  electioneering  campaign  discussions 
at  the  various  meetings  are  being  held  in  the  Polish 
language.  In  Lodz,  however,  the  commissary  ordered 
the  speakers  to  address  the  audience  in  Russian. 

Readers  of  Darkest  Russia  will  remember  the 
trial  of  Miss  Malecka.  A  scandalous  affair,  whose 
hero  is  connected  with  this  episode,  has  just  been 
reported  in  Warsaw.  Assistant-Colonel  Sizikh,  who 
is  notorious  for  his  services  to  the  Okhrana,  and 
who  sought  to  extract  incriminating  confessions  from 
Miss  Malecka,  has  now  been  unmasked  for  several 
acts  of  fraud  and  bribery.  But,  instead  of  being 
placed  under  arrest,  he  has  been  transferred  to 
another  post  in  some  remote  province  in  Asia. 

The  best  area  for  spies  and  provocators  seems  to 
be  Galicia.  On  the  21st  inst.  a  Russian  provocator 
named  Grabovsky  was  arrested  in  Cracow.  He 
confessed  to  having  been  for  three  years  in  the 
■ervice  of  the  Okhrana  and  the  general  staff  of 
Warsaw,  who  intrusted  him  with  several  duties — 
particularly  that  of  informing  the  authorities  when- 
ever a  prominent  public  worker  was  to  pass  the 
frontier.  In  order  to  increase  his  income  Grabovsky 
used  to  manufacture  revolutionaries,  and  a  great 
number  of  innocent  people  were  arrested  the  very 
moment  they  set  foot  en  Russian  soil. 


THE  STRUGGLE    IN  FINLAND. 

Treachery  of  the  Russified  Supreme 
Court. 

[From  Our  Finnish  CORRESPONDENT.] 
The  illegal,  unpatriotic,  and  craven  action  of  the 
Judicial  Department  of  the  Finnish  Senate  in  sanc- 
tioning the  prosecution  of  tiie  members  of  the  Viborg 
Court  of  Appeal  for  obstructing  the  operation  of  the 
Equality  Law  has,  it  need  hardly  be  said,  aroused 
public  feeling  in  Finland  in  an  unusual  degree.  The 
newspapers  of  all  shades — Social,  Democratic,  Young 
Finn,  Swedish,  as  well  as  the  chief  organs  of  the  Old 
Finns,  to  whose  party  several  members  of  the 
Judicial  Department  belong — have  given  expression 
to  the  severest  censure. 

In  my  last  article  I  stated  that  Finland  possesses 
incorruptible  tribunals,  guided  by  laws  which  their 
officials  have  pledged  themselves  to  obey  Now, 
when  it  becomes  necessary  to  record  the  degradation 
of  the  supreme  tribunal,  which  is  composed  of 
Finnish  jurists,  one  can  only  blush  for  shame.  It 
would  only  be  natural  if,  after  what  has  happened, 
foreign  observers  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
whole  noble  edifice  of  Finnish  patriotism  has  been 
built  cn  illusion,  and  that  now  it  has  collapsed.  In 
order  to  dispel  so  unfavourable  an  opinion,  it  is 
necessary  to  make  certain  explanations  regarding  the 
institution  which  calls  itself  the  "Judicial  Depart- 
ment of  the  Imperial  Senate  of  Finland,''  and  which 
acts  as  the  supreme  tribunal  of  the  country. 

This  institution,  which  has  existed,  with  no  essen- 
tial modifications,  since  the  union  of  Finland  with 
the  Empire,  is  in  the  first  place  a  supreme  court. 
But  it  possesses  other  functions  connected  with 
legislation  and  the  judicial  administration  of  the 
country.  It  forms  a  part  of  the  Finnish  Govern- 
ment, and  in  this  connection  one  of  the  principal 
defects  in  the  Finnish  Constitution  becomes  visible. 
The  members  of  the  Judicial  Department  are  not 
permanent  officials,  but  are  appointed  by  the 
Emperor-Grand-Duke  for  three  years,  just  as  are  the 
members  of  the  Economic  Department.  If  during 
their  term  of  office  they  "  lose  the  confidence  of  the 
Sovereign,"  or  if  their  consciences  forbid  them  to 
co-operate  with  an  anti-Constitutional  Government, 
they  are  compelled  to  resign.  It  will  be  understood 
how  dangerous  to  civil  liberties  is  this  mixture  of 
politics  and  judicial  functions.  The  Diet  has  on 
several  occasions  suggested  remedying  this  state  of 
affairs  by  the  creation  of  an  independent  supreme 
court,  and  the  last  Constitutional  Senate  made  a 
similar  attempt.  But  in  St.  Petersburg  there  is  no 
desire  to  find  a  remedy — with  what  motives  it  is 
unnecessary  to  say. 

In  1909  the  then  members  of  the  Judicial  Depart- 
ment were  forced  by  political  disputes,  which  became 
more  and  more  acute,  to  resign  in  a  body,  and  for 
six  months  the  country  was  without  a  supreme  tri- 
bunal. But  at  last  the  Governor-General  succeeded 
in  filling  the  vacancies.  It  is  the  judges  appointed 
then  and  subsequently  who  have  committed  the 
outrage  recorded  above.  After  what  has  now  been 
said  it  will  be  understood  that  these  judges  do 
not  rank  among  the  leading  jurists  of  Finland,  or 
among  the  citizens  of  the  highest  character.  It  will 
also  be  understood  that  one  must  not  judge  the 
moral  strength  of  the  Finnish  nation's  opposition  by 
the  actions  of  these  men. 

But  it  has  to  be  acknowledged  that  this  episode 
is  calculated  to  quicken  the  progress  of  anarchy 
which  is  developing  throughout  the  country. 


FINNISH   MAGISTRATES'  TRIAL. 


Condemned  to  Six  Months'  Imprisonment. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  October  24TH. 
Yesterday,  for  the  first  time  in  history,  the  Russian 
Court  pronounced  a  sentence  for  an  offence  which, 
although  committed  on  Finnish  territory,  did  not 
violate  Finnish  laws,  but  a  Russian  law  which  is  in 
contradiction  with  the  Finnish  law  it  annuls. 

All  the  accused  appeared — Fagerstrom,  Palinrot, 
and  Lagerkranz — but  only  in  order  solemnly  to 
declare  before  the  court  that  they  did  not  recognise 
its  jurisdiction.  They  attempted  to  expound  their 
point  of  view  in  their  concluding  address  ;  but  this 
was  not  permitted  by  the  President.  And  thus  they 
sat  silent  in  the  dock.  Only  one  of  them  stated  in 
Russian  that  these  proceedings  reminded  him  of  the 
Epistle  sent  by  the  Apostle  Paul  to  the  Galatians, 
setting  forth  that  the  new  law  could  not  annul  the 
old  Commandment.  He  also  reminded  the  Court  of 
the  solemn  promise  given  by  Alexander  I.  and  his 
successors  to  uphold  the  ancient  rights  and  indepen- 
dence of  Finland.  This,  of  course,  was  of  no  avail. 
The  Public  Prosecutor  demanded  the  disciplinary 
puni-hment  of  the  members  of  the  Viborg  Magis- 
tracy, and  the  Court  sentenced  them  to  six  months' 


imprisonment.  They  left  the  dock  calmly  as  they 
had  entered  it,  and  departed  immediately  for  Viborg. 
Their  Russian  counsel  advised  them  to  lodge  an 
appeal  against  the  sentence,  but  the  Finns  would  not 
entertain  the  idea.  This  first  trial  will  be  followed 
by  many  others,  which,  to  all  appearances,  will  be 
conducted  on  the  same  lines. 


A   TYPICAL  TRIAL. 


Why  Four  Workmen  Have  Been  Sent  to 
Siberia  for  Life. 

On  the  17th  inst.  a  student  and  four  workmen  were 
tried  in  camera  by  the  St.  Petersburg  Court  of  Appeal 
on  a  charge  of  having  taken  part  in  the  activities  of 
the  Labour  g  oup  of  the  Social  Revolutionary  party. 

The  indictment  stated  that  in  April  of  this  year 
manifestoes  were  distributed  broadcast  in  the  factories 
and  workshops  of  the  capital  with  an  appeal  for  the 
celebration  of  May  1st.  The  secret  police  discovered 
that  these  manifestoes  were  printed  at  the  house  of  the 
workman  Raab.  A  search  was  made,  and  Raab  and 
two  other  workmen,  Makaroff  and  Romanoff,  were 
arrested.  From  letters  found  on  them  it  was  dis- 
covered that  they  had  relations  with  a  student  named 
Nesmanoff  and  a  workman  named  Tikhomiroff,  who 
were  also  arrested. 

Raab  declared  that  he  alone  was  responsible,  and 
that  neither  Romanoff  nor  Makaroff,  who  were  merely 
visitors  at  his  house,  had  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  composition  of  the  manifestoes.  But,  in  spite  of 
the  absence  of  all  proof,  the  Court  condemned  all  the 
workmen  to  deportation  to  Siberia  for  life,  together 
with  the  loss  of  all  rights.  The  student,  against 
whom  there  was  not  the  slightest  evidence,  was  con- 
demned to  sixteen  months' imprisonment  in  a  fortress, 
as  being  the  only  person  arrested  who  could  be  sus- 
pected of  having  drafted  the  manifestoes. 

This  sentence,  which  ruins  the  life  of  a  young 
student  and  removes  four  workmen — all  probably 
innocent — from  the  ranks  of  the  living,  has  aroused 
great  indignation  among  the  working-men,  in  spite 
of  the  general  indifference  to  these  frequent  denials 
of  justice. 


FREE    SPEECH    IN   THE  DUMA. 


Reference  to  the  Senate. 


It  will  be  remembered,  that,  after  having  been 
repeatedly  discussed  by  the  Council  of  State,  the 
questions  connected  with  the  responsibility  of  depu- 
ties for  speeches  delivered  in  the  Duma  were  referred 
to  the  Governing  Senate.  The  hearing  of  the  case 
before  the  Conjoint  Session  of  the  First  Department 
and  the  Cassation  Departments  of  the  Senate  was 
accordingly  fixed  for  October  28th.  The  principal 
terms  of  the  reference  submitted  to  the  Senate  is  as 
follows  : — 

"  Are  the  members  of  the  State  Duma  liable  to 
criminal  prosecution  for  views  and  opinions  expressed 
by  them  at  the  sittings  of  the  Duma  itself,  its  sections, 
or  committees,  even  when  uttered,  in  particular, 
in  the  course  of  interpellations  addressed  to  the 
Government,  if  such  views  and  opinions  contain  any 
trace  of  criminal  action  ?  " 

The  remaining  questions  relate  to  the  procedure 
to  be  followed,  as  if  the  matter  of  principle  had 
already  been  decided  in  an  affirmative  sense. 


THE    OLD  RUSSIA. 


Addressing  an  election  meeting  in  St.  Petersburg 
last  week,  M.  Roditcheff,  the  Cadet  leader,  said  : — 

"  The  flag  of  Constitutional  Democracy  is  that  of 
Liberty  and  Equality.  It  still  remains  our  task  to 
struggle  with  the  old  Russia,  in  which,  instead  of 
right,  privilege  and  favour  rule — with  that  Russia  in 
which  the  common  weal  is  treated  like  a  pie,  to  be  cut  in 
slices  and  distributed  according  to  merit,  and  where 
there  are  beloved  and  hated  classes,  encouraged  and 
oppressed  nationalities,  favoured  and  oppressed 
religions.  Equality  is  the  fundamental  law  of  a 
country's  might  and  happiness.  Let  the  Russian 
citizen  realise  the  elementary  truth  that,  whoever 
else  is  deprived  of  his  right  in  Russia,  it  is  denied  to 
himself  too  ;  that  a  fire  on  his  neighbour's  roof  is  a 
danger  to  himself  too  ;  that  creating  inequality 
between  the  citizens  of  Russia  means  enfeebling  the 
country's  strength  and  dragging  her  into  the 
abyss  of  poverty,  weakness,  shame,  and  decomposi- 
tion." 

The  issue  of  the  Retch  which  reported  this  meeting 
was  confiscated  by  the  authorities. 


A  number  of  Jewish  students  of  the  Psycho- 
Neurological  Institute  have  been  expelled  by  the 
police  from  St.  Petersburg  on  the  ground  that  they 
are  not  entitled  to  reside  in  the  capital. 
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THE    NEW  DUMA. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  exact  details  of  the 
composition  of  the  fourth  Duma  are  not  to  hand. 
From  the  reports  that  have  reached  us,  however, 
it  appears  that  the  new  assembly  will  contain 
1<68  members  of  the  Right,  avowing  a  policy  of 
extreme  Eeaction ;  sixty-five  Nationalists,  seventy- 
nine  Octobrists,  and  125  who  belong  to  the 
various  Opposition  groups.  Comparing  these 
-figures  with  those  for  the  third  Duma,  we  find 
that  the  .Right  have  gained  over  a  hundred 
seats,  most  of  which  have  been  taken  from  the 
Octobrists.;  the  Opposition  appear  to  be  losers 
to  the  extent  of  twenty-five  seats.  The  out- 
standing feature  of  the  elections  is  that  the 
Right  and  the  Nationalists  between  them  com- 
mand a  clear  majority  in  the  new  Duma.  In  its 
predecessor  they  were  dependent  for  the  success 
of  their  oppressive  policy  upon  the  support  of  the 
Octobrists,  whieh  wasgiven  almostinvariably  with 
a  very  generous  hand ;  now,  whenever  they  ean 
muster  their  full  forces,  they  are  independent  of 
the  backing  of  any  other  party.  Further,  in  this 
Reactionary  majority  the  extremists  have 
an  overwhelming  preponderance.  This  means 
that  in  tone  and  policy  the  fourth  Duma 
will  be  more  frankly  obscurantist  than  was 
the  third.  We  must  not.  of  course,  leave 
out  of  consideration  the  possibility  of  the 
Nationalists  taking  up  arms  against  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  main  body  of  its  supporters.  At 
present  they  are  making  a  great  display  of  their 
indignation  against  the  Government  for  its  mani- 
pulation of  the  elections,  which  has  not  been  con- 
secrated to  their  interests  in  the  manner  they 
thought  they  had  a  right  to  expect.  But,  as  we 
observe  ekewhere,  we  have  not  the  slightest  hope 
that  their  threats  of  revolt  will  result  in  their 
joining  the  Opposition.  We  are  by  now  suffi- 
ciently well  acquainted  with  the  character  of 
these  Nationalist  politicians,  on  whom  a  lavish 
distribution  of  honours  and  offices  will  work 
wonders.  Our  scepticism  may  be  pardoned, 
therefore,  when  we  read  that  the  increase  in  the 
representation  of  the  Right  is  "  more  than  out- 
weighed by  the  resentment  of  the  Nationalists." 

With  regard  t-j  the  Oetobrists  we  ar-e  less 
inclined  to  make  any  confident  prophecy.  They 
come  back  to  the  Duma  in  little  more  than  half 
their  former  strength,  and  with  their  leader 
fallen  in  the  fray — a  discredited  and,  let  us  hope, 
a  chastened  body.  They  must  realise  by  now 
how  great  a  mistake  their  subservient  attitude 
has  been,  and  how  dearly  it  has  cost  them.  For 
five  years  they  have  licked  the  boots  of  the 
Government,  and  in  the  end  they  have  been  well 
kicked  for  their  pains.  They  have  betrayed 
their  pledges  to  uphold  the  Constitution,  and 
they  have  lost  both  power  and  honour.  What 
will  they  do  in  the  fourth  Duma  ?  Will  they 
resume  the  unedifying  occupation  which  has 
brought  them  so  little  profit  ?  Or  is  it  possible 
to  hope  that  now,  in  the  hour  of  their  disillusion- 
ment and  adversity,  they  will  return  to  the  prin- 
ciples that  gave  them  birth  ?  Their  true  place, 
according  to  their  articles  of  association,  is  by 
the  side  of  the  moderate  section  of  the  Opposi- 
tion— the  Progressists  and  the  Constitutional 
Democrats.  With  the  earnest  and  distinguished 
representatives  of  these  groups,  who  form  the 
backbone  of  the  minority,  they  could  organise 
a  most  effective  fighting-  force  in  the  Duina.  and 


the  Opposition  would  then  be  very  little  inferior 
in  numbers  to  the  Ministerial  host.  Much  could 
be  done,  and  much  retrieved,  by  such  an  Opposi- 
tion. The  Octobrists  have  now  arrived  at  the 
crisis  of  their  career.  If  they  act  bravely  and 
honestly,  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  save 
Russia's  Parliament  from  the  sewer  of  degrada- 
tion into  which  it  bids  fair  to  fall ;  if  they  play 
the  coward,  the  fourth,  Duma  will  be  the  shame 
of  the  political  world. 

The  attitude  of  the  ( )ctobrists  is,  however, 
very  problematical.    W  hat  is  clear  is  that  the 
Government  will  henceforth  have  to  rely  on  a 
majorit}'  which  is  mainly  composed  of  extreme 
Reactionaries,  and  that,  unless    it   decides  to 
ignore  the  Duma  altogether,  and  thus  cast  away 
even  the  figment  of  a  Constitution,  it  will  have 
to  shape  its  policy  according  to  the  ideas  of  these 
"patriots."    That  being  so,  it  will  be  well  to 
examine  the  actual  programme  favoured  by  the 
politicians  of  the  Right.    In  the  first  place  they 
are,  as  we  know,  violently  opposed  to  Constitu- 
tional government  in  any  form.    The  very  idea 
of  a  Parliament  is  abhorrent  to  them,  and  the 
highest  function  they  would  accord  the  Duma  is 
that  of  a  consultative  body,  to  be  summoned  or 
neglected  at  the    will  of  the    ruling  powers. 
They  stand  for  the  oM  Absolutism,  and  conse- 
quently the  denial  of  all  popular  liberty.  Them 
leaders  are  men  of  the  otamp  of  Purishkovitch.y 
Markoff,  and  Zamyslovsky,  and    they  preach 
hatred  of  the  Jews  and  of  the  subject  nationalities. 
Their  policy  is  spread  by  means  of  such  vile 
organisations  as  the  Unionof  the  Russian  People 
and  the  Archangel  Michael  Union,  and  among 
the  weapons  they  employ  are  pogroms,  political 
assassinations,  and  the    "  blood  libel."  Their 
foreign  policy  is  one  of  adventure  and  aggression, 
and  in  Persia  they  openly  advocate  the  most 
ruthless    measures  of  repression.     They  were 
responsible  for  the  war  with  Japan,  and  they  are 
to-day  just  as  great  a  menace  to  the  safety  of 
Russia  and  to  international  peace.     In  their 
arrogance  towards  other  nations  they  have  even 
gone  so  far  as  to  propose  the  repudiation  of  all 
Russia's  loans — the  "tribute  to  the  foreigner," 
as  they  call  them.    Above   all,  their  external 
policy    is    inspired   by   a  virulent    hatred  of 
England.      The  Anglo-Russian  Entente  enjoys 
their  extreme  displeasure,  and  in  their  Press 
organs  they  do  not  conceal  their  ardent  anticipa- 
tion of  Great  Britain's  "  political  and  industrial 
decline."    According  to  them  (we  quote  from  a 
characteristic  uttei-ance  by  M.  Purishkevitch), 
the  Russian  people  is  "  animated  by  race-hatred 
against  England,  the  land  of  classic  perfidy,  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  war  with  Japan,  which 
was  somewhat  unpopular  at  the  time,  would  have 
become  a  national  war  if  England  had  engaged 
in  open  combat  with  us."    Such  is  the  party 
which  now  dominates  the  Duma,  and  which  the 
Government  has  deliberately  raised  to  the  posi- 
tion of  its  chief  instrument  and  support.  This 
is  no  case  of  a  chance  majority  forcing  the  hands 
of  the  Administration.    From  first  to  last  the 
elections  have  been  so  conducted  and  so  vitiated 
by  all  manner  of  pressure  and  illegality  as  to 
ensure  the  overwhelming  success  of  the  party  of 
Reaction.    The  Holy  Synod,  in  co-operation  with 
the  Government,  has  done   its  best  for  these 
pillars  of  the  Orthodox  Church,  and  its  worst  for 
the  Russian  people.    It  remains  to  be  seen  how, 
or  if,  the  Government  will  endeavour  to  escape 
from  the  most  dangerous  consequences  of  its 
election  campaign. 


POLITICAL  PORTRAITS. 


V.— M.  Roditcheff. 


Member  of  the  first  three  Dumas  and  now  elected 
to  the  fourth,  the  "  Russian  Mirabeau  !' — to  give  M. 
Roditcheff  the  title  his  powerful  eloquence  has  won 
for  him — was  born  in  1852.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
four,  having  completed  his  law  studies  at  St. 
Petersburg  University,  he  went  to  Servia  10  hght  as 
a  volunteer  with  the  Balkan  Slavs  against  Turkey. 
He  quickly  returned  to  Russia  with  his  illusions  gone, 
and  to  him  is  attributed  the  famous  phrase  which 
was  current  in  1877  :  "  The  Bashibazouks  of  the 
interior  of  Russia  are  more  dangerous  than  those  of 
Turkey." 

The  popularity  won  by  M.  Roditcheff  at  the 
theatre  of  the  Russo-Turkish  War  led  to  his  being 
nominated  for  the  post  of  honorary  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  even  for  that  of  Marshal  of  Nobility  in 
the  government  of  Tver.  In  1890  he  protested 
vigorously  against  the  creation  of  the  land-captains, 
whom  the  Tsar  Alexander  III.  brought  into  being  in 
order  to  place  the  economic,  political,  and  adminis- 
trative control  of  the  peasants  in  the  hands  of  the 
squires. 

Government  Attentions. 

It  was  in  1895  that  M.  Roditcheff  drew  upon 
himself  the  attention  of  Russia,  both  Liberal  and 
bureaucratic,  when  he  presented  to  the  nobility  of 
Tver  the  plan  of  a  petition  to  the  Tsar  demanding 
Constitutional  guarantees  for  the  country.  In  this 
scheme  he  went  no  further  than  the  project  of  a 
Constitution  elaborated  by  General  Loris-Melikoff  at 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  Alexander  II.  The  assembly 
of  nobles  adopted  M.  Roditcheff's  plan  by  an  over- 
whelming majority.  The  Government  thereupon 
came  down  on  M.  Roditcheff,  depriving  him  with- 
out a  trial,  by  a  police  order,  of  the  right  to  take  part 
in  any  assembly,  whether  of  his  own  or  of  any  other 
order,  and  of  either  being  an  elector  or  being  elected. 
When,  in  spite  of  this  order,  the  Zemstvo  of  Tver 
nominated  him  president  of  its  executive  committee 
in  1897,  the  Government  cancelled  the  appointment. 

In  1898  he  joined  the  St.  Petersburg  Bar  as  an 
advocate,  and  became  known  as  an  orator  of  a  kind 
rarely  met  with  in  Russia ;  he  spoke  with  fire  and 
animation,  with  gesture  and  with  a  wealth  of  imagery. 
In  1901,  however,  the  impetuous  barrister  was 
arrested  and  expelled  from  the  capital.  He  had 
signed  a  protest  against  the  massacre  of  students 
perpetrated  by  the  Cossacks  in  the  streets  of  St. 
Petersburg. 

The  autumn  of  1904  saw  the  beginning  of  M. 
Roditcheff's  feverish  activity  as  a  Constitutionalist. 
After  von  Plehve's  assassination  the  Tsar  summoned 
the  Liberal  Prince  Sviatopolk  Mirsky  to  power.  The 
latter  restored  M.  Roditcheff  to  all  his  rights.  M. 
Roditcheff  then  organised  the  Congress  of  Zemstvos 
and  municipalities,  at  which  he  carried  on  an 
enthusiastic  campaign  on  bshalf  of  Constitutional 
ideas.  On  June  19th,  1905,  he  was  one  of  the 
deputation  from  the  Zemstvo  Congress  received  bv 
the  Tsar  at  Tsarskoe  Selo. 

Pounder  of  the  Cadets. 

After  the  Treaty  of  Portsmouth  the  Liberation 
movement  quickly  came  to  a  head,  and  M.  Roditcheff, 
together  with  Professor  Miliukoff  and  others,  founded 
the  party  of  the  Constitutional  Democrats,  or  Cadets 
(also  known  as  the  party  of  the  People's  Libertv), 
and  became  a  member  of  the  central  committee  and 
its  leader.  His  oratorical  gifts  marked  him  out  for 
the  duties  of  recruiting  officer,  and  in  this  capacity 
he  rendered  his  party  enormous  services.  Enterin" 
the  first  Duma  in  1906,  and  twice  re-elected  in  1907, 
he  distinguished  himself  by  a  number  of  striking 
addresses.  His  most  famous  speech  was  that  in 
which,  turning  to  M.  Stolypin,  he  reproached  him 
for  the  wholesale  executions  that  were  taking  place, 
and  declared  that  "  Stolypin's  necktie"  (i.e.,  the  hang- 
man's noose)  would  be  the  symbol  of  the  new  regime. 
This  utterance  was  visaed  with  expulsion  from  the 
Duma  for  fifteen  sittings. 

Our  readers  are  familiar  with  the  part  M.  Roditcheff 
has  taken  in  the  election  campaign  It  need  only  be 
added  that  several  times  the  Retch  has  been  con- 
fiscated by  the  police  for  reproducing  the  speeches 
of  the  Cadet  leader. 
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THE    FOURTH  DUMA. 


Huge  Increase  in  the  Representation  of 
the  Right. 

REACTION  TRIUMPHANT. 


The  elections  to  the  fourth  Duma  were  concluded 
on  Thursday.  According  to  the  latest  information 
available  at  the  time  of  going  to  press,  the  compo- 
sition of  the  new  assembly  is  as  follows  : — 


Right   163 

Nationalists   65 

Octobrists    70. 

Opposition    125 

Unclassified   7 


The  Right-Nationalist  combination  thus  possesses 
a  clear  majority  in  the  Duma,  and  is  independent  of 
the  Octobrists. 

The  position  in  the  third  Duma  was  as  follows  : — 


Right   49 

Nationalists   90 

Octobrists   153 

Opposition  (including  Poles)    150 


Thus  the  Right  has  won  114  seats. 

A  Nationalist  Bevolt. 

The  Nationalists  have  been  greatly  embittered  by 
the  treatment  their  candidates  have  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  which  has  reserved  its 
-upport  in  the  elections  to  candidates  of  the  Right 
pure  and  simple.  This  feeling  finds  expression  in 
the  manifesto  issued  by  the  Council  of  the  Pan- 
Russian  National  Union,  in  which  Nationalist  voters 
are  recommended  to  show  their  disapproval  of  the 
illegal  intervention  of  the  authorities  by  boycotting 
the  elections  for  the  city  of  St.  Petersburg.  The 
manifesto  contains  the  following  pas -ages  : — 

"Seeing  that  the  elections  to  the  fourth  Duma  are 
taking  place  under  conditions  which  correspond 
neither  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  nor  to  the 
present  or  future  interests  of  the  country,  and  that  it 
has  beer,  rendered  impossible  for  the  electors  to 
exercise  their  right,  the  Council  of  the  Pan-Russian 
National  Union  recommends  the  members  of  the 
Nationalist  Party  and  its  sympathisers  to  abstain 
from  taking  any  part  in  the  elections  for  the  town  of 
St.  Petersburg. 

"The  elections  have  been  prepared  by  the  Govern- 
ment, for  which  purpose  the  authorities  have  indulged 
in  every  kind  of  arbitrary  act.  Electors  have  been 
unjustifiably  disqualified  and  prosecuted  on  ridiculous 
charges,  frequently  beingaccused  of  acts  they  had  never 
committed  at  all.  The  Government  has  brought  its 
influence  to  bear  heavily  on  the  Press,  and  has  broken 
up  numerous  meetings.  The  most  unpardonable  step 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  consists  in  its  mobi- 
lising for  the  electoral  agitation  the  whole  Orthodox 
clergy,  upon  whose  conscience  it  has  exercised  the 
strongest  pressure.  This  circumstance  has  consider- 
ably undermined  the  authority  of  the  clergy  and  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  the  ministers  of  the 
Church. 

Threat  of  Opposition. 

"Such  a  Duma  cannot  exist  for  any  length  of  time. 
The  fourth  Duma  will  unite  in  the  Taurida  Palace  all 
the  honest  representatives  of  the  people  in  defence 
against  the  encroachments  on  the  independence  and 
integrity  of  popular  representation.  There  will  soon 
be  heard  from  the  tribune  of  the  Duma  scandalous 
revelations  which  will  show  the  whole  world  under 
what  pressure  the  fourth  Duma  has  been  convoked. 

"The  manufacture  of  this  Duma  will  form  one  of 
the  darkest  pages  in  the  history  of  our  national  repre- 
sentation. 

"  Let  the  refusal  of  the  electors  serve  as  a  protest 
on  the  part  of  voters  who  deem  it  below  their  dignity 
to  go  to  the  polls  under  such  pressure.  Our  adhe- 
rents in  the  provinces  have  been  reduced  to  strug- 
gling for  a  few  seats  in  the  Duma  in  order  to  be  able 
to  protest  against  the  persons  who  stand  at  the  head 
of  the  Government,  and  who  dare  to  play  so  cynically 
with  the  conscience  and  the  will  of  the  people, 
which  is  anxious  to  send  its  best  men  to  the  Duma." 

The  Nationalists  have  experienced  an  especially 
crushing  defeat  in  the  holy  city  of  Kiev,  the  "mother 
of  Russian  cities,''  where  one  of  their  leading 
agitator^,  M.  Savenko,  has  been  rejected.  M.Savenko 
apparently  had  the  simplicity  of  mind  to  imagine 
that  he  was  entitled  to  the  support  of  the  Jews, 
again-.t  whom  he  had  been  conducting  a  most  relent- 
less and  unscrupulous  campaign.  Indeed,  in  a  speech 
delivered  to  his  followers  he  vehemently  reproached 
the  Jewish  voters  with  having  caused  his  defeat  at 
Kiev,  but  promised  his  audience  to  get  into  the  Duma 
through  another  constituency,  and  to  devote  himself 
there  to  the  work  of  anti-Jewish  legislation. 

The   OctobristH'  Position. 

In  spite  of  all  the  cric->that  have  been  raised  in  the 
(iolos  Moskvy  and  elsewhere,  the  Octobrists  have  not 
fared  so  badly  at  the  elections,  and,  in  spite  of  their 


diminished  numbers,  are  far  horn  having  been  wiped 
olf  the  political  map.  They  chiefly  owe  this  recovery 
to  the  fact  of  their  having  entered  in  many  places 
into  blocs  with  the  Progressist  electors  instead  of 
with  those  of  the  Right.  They  may  therefore  have- 
to  be  counted  with  even  in  the  fourth  Duma,  not- 
withstanding their  reduced  number  and  the  loss  of 
their  vigorous  if  somewhat  irresponsible  leader.  The 
Premier,  who  has  returned  quite  radiant  from  the 
Imperial  presence  at  Spala,  expressed  surprise  at  M. 
Gutchkoff's  defeat  in  Moscow,  but  added  somewhat 
maliciously  :  "  At  all  events  Gutchkoff  cannot  put  it 
down  to  the  Government,  for  no  priests  took  part  in 
that  election." 

An  official  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  in  an 

I  interview  with  a  correspondent  of  the  Russkoe  Slovo, 
attributes  the  reduction  of  the  Octobrist  representa- 

I  Hon  to  their  own  lack  of  proper  local  organisation. 

Future  of  the  Party. 

The  Octobrists  are  somewhat  divided  on  the 
question  of  their  future  organi-ation,  which  some  of 
them  wish  to  split  up  in  view  of  the  enormous 
differences  between  the  extreme  wings  of  the  party. 
There  is  a  tendency  among  the  Left  Octobrists  to  join 
the  Progressists,  and  among  the  Right  Octobrists  to 
coalesce  with  the  Nationalists.  A  leading  Octobrist, 
M.  Shidlovsky,  insists,  however,  on  the  necessity  of 
preserving  the  independence  of  the  party.  He 
declares  that  for  the  genuine  Octobrists  there  is  no 
group  which  they  could  join,  since  the  Progressists 
are  not  a  party,  but  a  shapeless  organisation,  while 
they  are  separated  from  the  Cadets  by  differences  of 
principle  on  the  Agrarian  question.  M.  Shidlovsky 
also  declares  that  the  Octobrists  are  not  going  to  join 
either  the  Right  or  the  Nationalists.  The  Octobrists 
of  the  Centre  fear  that  in  the  event  of  a  split  their 
party  would  lose  its  political  importance.  They  state 
that  not  all  the  Right  Octobrists  are  in  agreement 
with  MM.  Markoff  and  Zamyslovsky,  while  there  are 
Right  Moderates  who  might  form  a  centre  jointly 
with  the  Nationalists. 

The  Octobrists  do  not  wish  to  have  a  Right  Presi- 
dent in  the  Duma,  and  they  trust  that  the  Opposition 
will  support  M.  Rodzianko's  candidature  for  that 
office. 

M.  Menshikoff,  in  the  Noroc  Vrcmya,  warns  the 
Government  that  it  is  looking  for  trouble  in  relying  on 
the  Right,  whose  members  will  be  eager  for  indul- 
gences, favours,  and  appointments  which  it  will  not 
be  easy  to  satisfy.  Thus  the  Right  itself  is  likely  to 
be  seized  by  a  spirit  of  opposition. 

"  The  example  of  the  German  Agrarians  and 
Clericals,"  he  says,  "  shows  that  the  pressure  of  a 
Right  Opposition  may  be  just  as  powerful  as  that  of 
the  Left,  and  at  certain  moments  both  Oppositions 
may  join  together  against  some  Minister.  A  Right 
Opposition  has  its  special  drawbacks.  When  the 
Cadets,  together  with  the  Left  pack,  vote  against  the 
Government,  there  always  remains  the  consolation  that 
they  are  a  seditious  crew,  whose  very  nature  it  is  to 
mutiny  against  the  Tsar  and  the  Fatherland.  But 
what  are  you  going  to  do  with  an  Opposition  of  the 
Extreme  Right  when  it  is  plus  royaliste  que  le  roi 
meme,  when  it  is  fanatically  devoted  to  autocracy 
country,  faith,  nationality,  order,  &c.  ?" 

A  "Cadet"  Success. 

The  town  of  Riga,  which  was  represented  in  the 
first  three  Dumas  by  a  Social  Democrat,  has  now 
returned  a  Constitutional  Democrat  in  the  person  of 
Prince  Mansyreff.  The  rabid  Nationalists  had  been 
clamouring  for  the  establishment  of  a  special  Russian 
curia  for  Riga,  after  the  example  of  Warsaw,  Wilna, 
and  Transcaucasia. 

The  mixed  population  of  Livonia  has,  without  any 
such  artificial  curia,  given  its  votes  to  a  candidate  of 
Russian  race.  It  is  true  that,  unlike  the  Nationalists 
of  the  Zamyslovsky  type,  he  does  not  advocate  the 
oppression,  persecution,  or  suppression  of  the  native 
races.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  performed  the 
miracle  of  uniting  the  Letts,  Germans,  Jews,  and 
Russians  by  raising  the  standard  of  union,  and 
preaching  the  cause  of  right  and  liberty. 


THE    COUNCIL   OF  STATE. 

The  progressive  tendencies  of  the  Russian  public 
have  shown  themselves  not  only  in  the  urban  curia 
at  the  Duma  elections,  but  even  among  the  privileged 
bodies  entitled  to  elect  a  section  of  the  members  of 
the  Cpper  Chamber,  the  Council  of  State.  At  these 
elections  the  Opposition  has  obtained  a  success  in 
the  least  expected  quarter.  The  Exchange  Com- 
mittees, together  with  the  manufacturing  and  trad- 
ing organisa'ions,  have  elected  two  Constitutional 
Democrats  and  the  same  number  of  Progressists  to 
represent  their  interests  in  the  Council  of  State.  This 
success  of  the  more  progressive  Southern  commercial 
group  over  the  less  advanced  Moscow  group  was  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  former  was  joined  by  the  indus- 
trial group  of  the  Volga  region. 


ThcSebastopol  Court-martial  has  sentenced  to  death 
fifty-seven  sailors  who  were  accused  of  sedition. 


A    "BLOOD    LIBEL"  DEPUTY. 

Why    the    Government  Secured 
M.  Zamyslovsky's  Election. 

Advocate  Zamyslovsky  is  to  be  one  of  the  ornaments 
of  the  fourth  Duma,  thanks  to  the  tender  care  of  the 
Government  which  has  protected  him  with  a  loving 
hand  against  his  constituents  in  Wilna.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  point  out  that  this  deputy  is  not  the 
mouthpiece,  but  the  implacable  enemy,  of  the  Polish, 
Lithuanian,  and  Jewish  native  population  of  the 
government  of  Wilna,  while  he  misrepresents  even 
the  small  immigrant  Russian  minority  which,  thanks 
to  the  Stolypin  electoral  law,  is  entitled  to  a  separate 
deputy.  Indeed,  he  was  defeated  by  the  town 
electors,  and  was  only  piloted  by  the  Government 
with  a  majority  of  a  single  vote  through  the  provin- 
cial electoral  college  by  means  of  the  illegal  disfran- 
chisement or  frivolous  prosecution  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  unsubmissive  electors. 

The  question  naturally  arises,  what  has  induced  the 
Government  to  use  its  most  strenuous  efforts  to  get 
into  the  Duma  a  man  who  enjoys  the  confidence 
neither  of  the  native  population  nor  of  the  Russian 
element  of  his  constituency  '. 

M.  Zamyslovsky's  chief  claim  to  the  protection  of 
the  authorities  against  the  electorate  rests  upon  the 
prominent  part  he  has  taken  in  the  agitation  against 
Beilis  in  the  "ritual  murder"  charge  at  Kiev  and  in 
the  dissemination  of  the  "  blood  libel."  He  has 
especially  endeared  himself  to  the  Ministry  of  Justice 
by  the  publication  of  a  pamphlet  entitled  Tortured 
to  Death  by  tlie  Jews,  purporting  to  give  an  account 
of  a  similar  affair  which  took  place  at  Saratov  during 
the  reign  of  Nicholas  I.  This  pamphlet,  which  was 
intended  to  prejudice  the  case  against  Beilis,  has 
made  the  political  fortune  of  the  undesirable  candi- 
date whom  the  Government  has  just  forced  upon  an 
unwilling  though  privileged  electorate.  It  obtained 
the  widest  circulation  through  the  "  Black  Hundred 
Press  and  organisations,  while  its  author  himself  went 
about  the  country  reading  his  paper  on  the  Saratov- 
case  at  numerous  Nationalist  meetings  and  before 
influential  drawing-room  audiences. 

M.  Zamyslovsky's  position  apparently  has  not  been 
shaken  by  the  subsequent  publication  of  a  pam- 
phlet from  the  pen  of  M.  Lvovitch,  entitled  The  Last 
Ditch  :  the  Saratov  Ritual  Trial  According  to  Deputy 
Zamyslovsky,  in  which  the  statements  made  by  the 
anti-Semitic  agitator  are  shown  to  be  the  most  bare- 
faced perversion  of  the  true  facts  of  the  case. 


The  anxiety  of  the  Government  to  maintain  at 
least  the  semblance  of  the  discredited  case  against 
Beilis  has  had  the  extraordinary  result  of  securing 
the  freedom  of  one  who  has  been  judicially  declared 
to  be  a  malefactor.  The  woman  Tcheberyak,  who 
is  implicated  by  non-official  investigations  in  the 
murder  of  Yuschinsky,  has  been  formally  prosecuted 
for  a  number  of  thefts,  and  all  the  indictments 
against  her  have  been  confirmed  by  the  High  Court. 
Nevertheless,  she  is  still  at  large,  while  Beilis  is  kept 
in  prison.  The  reason  of  her  immunity  is  said  to 
lie  in  the  Government's  fear  to  produce  her  before 
any  court,  where  her  culpability  would  demonstrate 
the  innocence  of  Beilis. 


SUPPRESSION    OF   THE  PRESS. 


A  recent  issue  of  the  Pravda,  of  St.  Petersburg,  has 
been  confiscated  for  publishing  articles  entitled  "The 
Will  of  the  Delegates,"  "  Labour  Democracy,"  and 
"  The  Question  of  the  Peasants'  Land." 

The  Press  Department  has  confiscated  three  succes- 
sive issues  of  the  weekly  Stolitchnyc  Otkliki,  and  the 
editor  has  had  to  inform  subscribers  that  the  paper  is 
being  produced  regularly  ever)'  Monday  in  the  usual 
number  of  copies,  but  that  they  do  not  reach  the 
readers  for  whom  they  are  intended,  since  the  whole 
edition  is  taken  to  the  Prefect's  office  straight  from 
the  printing  office.  One  of  the  editors  of  this  paper 
is  being  kept  in  prison  without  trial,  by  mere 
administrative  order. 

The  Tsantsin  Vycstnik  has  been  fined  150  roubles 
for  reprinting  from  the  metropolitan  papers  tele- 
grams relating  to  the  domiciliary  visits  paid  by  the 
authorities  at  the  houses  of  electors. 

A  large  detachment  of  Okhrana  agents  and  police 
recently  raided  the  office  of  the  Dzicnnik  Kijowski,  a 
Polish  paper  published  in  Kiev,  and  seized  a  number 
of  contributors'  manuscripts.  A  couple  of  days  pre- 
viously a  domiciliary  visit  had  been  paid  to  the 
residence  of  a  member  of  the  staff,  M.  Bartos/.ewicz, 
in  the  course  of  which  even  his  guests  had  to  submit 
to  being  searched. 

Issues  of  the  Odessa  Novosli  and  of  the  Odessa 
Lisiok  have  been  confiscated  for  the  publication  of  a 
telegram  reporting  the  issue  of  the  Nationalists'  pro- 
test against  Hie  Government's  illegal  conduct  of  the 
Duma  elections.  Both  editors  are  being  prosecuted 
in  virtue  of  Article  1034  of  the  Penal  Code. 
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NOTES. 


M.   Gutchkoff's  Defeat. 

Although  the  crushing  defeat  of  M.  Gutchkoff 
at  Moscow  is  regretted  even  by  some  of  his 
opponents  on  personal  grounds,  it  is  nevertheless 
generally  regarded  as  a  just  and  logical  retribu- 
tion for  the  false  position  in  which  the  Oetobrist 
leader  has  placed  his  once  respected  party.  At 
the  same  time  it  must  be  remembered  that  on 
five  previous  occasions  out  of  six  (including  by- 
elections)  Moscow  has  returned  Constitutional 
Democrats  to  the  Duma.  The  only  break  in 
this  consistent  record  occurred  at  the  elections  to 
the  third  Duma,  and  on  this  occasion  it  was 
entirely  due  to  the  new  division  of  the  city  into 
two  cterise,  by  -which  the  Cadets,  though  victorious 
in  the  second  curia,  were  compelled  to  concede  to 
the  Octobrists  the  two  seats  in  the  first  electoral 
body.  It  was,  in  fact,  exclusively  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  the  return  of  such  men  as  M. 
Gutchkoff  that  the  division  of  the  towns  into  two 
curiae  was  included  in  M.  Stolypin's  gerry- 
mandering scheme.  All  the  more  striking,  then, 
appears  to  be  the  Oetobrist  leader's  defeat,  which 
was  achieved  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  his  party 
only  offered  one  candidate  in  order  to  make  more 
certain  of  M.  Gutchkoff's  election.  Although  the 
Octobrists  have  done  much  better  at  the  final 
polls  than  their  position  in  the  electoral  colleges 
allowed  one  to  expect,  the  debacle  in  Moscow 
shows  how  the  great  commercial  classes  have 
been  disillusioned.  M.  Gutchkoff's  friendship 
with  the  Nationalists  has  only  done  him  harm  ; 
his  tariff  campaign  against  the  United  States  has 
been  repudiated  by  the  Moscow  manufacturers, 
whom  he  was  supposed  to  represent  in  the 
Duma  ;  and  his  recent  incitements  to  war  in  con- 
nection with  the  Balkan  turmoil  have  caused 
people  who  take  count  of  the  realities  of  the 
situation,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  become 
still  more  wary  of  his  irresponsible  caperings. 
Truly  "the  bubble  has  burst." 


The  Tsar's  "  Mot." 

In  our  leading  article  we  refer  to  the  oppor- 
tunity now  presented  to  the  Octobrists  of 
redeeming  their  past  errors  and  joining  the 
moderate  Progressive  groups  in  a  determined 
opposition  to  the  Reactionary  majority  in  the 
Duma.  In  this  connection  we  may  recall  an 
interesting  story  which  went  the  rounds  a  few 
years  ago,  and  which  shows  that  the  Octobrists 
did  not  always  enjoy  the  unenviable  reputation 
they  bear  to-day.  At  a  reception  given  by  the 
Tsar  a  member  of  the  Right  was  declaiming  to 
his  Majesty  against  the  Liberal  tendencies  of 
the  Octobrists.  "  But,"  retorted  the  Tsar,  "  I 
myself  am  the  first  of  the  Octobrists  !  "  It  needs 
to  be  remembered  in  Russia  to-day  that  those 
who  have  worked  against  the  fulfilment  of  the 
October  Manifesto,  and  are  still  intriguing  to  do 
further  violence  to  the  Constitution  guaranteed 
by  the  Throne,  are  guilty  of  sedition  and  dis- 
loyalty ;   it  is  the}-   who  are  the  real  revolu- 


tionaries. Let  the  Octobrists  be  mindful  of  their 
origin  and  take  heart,  and  the  fourth  Duma  may 
be  not  entirely  barren  of  good  result. 

The  Nationalist  Threat. 

The  Nationalists  have  iust  as  much  cause  for 
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mortification  at  the  result  of  the  elections  as 
have  the  Octobrists.  They  have  been  left  abso- 
lutely in  the  lurch  by  the  Government,  which 
has  concerned  itself  almost  exclusively  with 
looking  after  the  interests  of  the  Extreme  Right 
candidates,  and  their  indignation  knows  no 
bounds.  In  a  manifesto  issued  by  the  Council 
of  the  Pan -Russian  National  Union  the 
Nationalist  electors  were  called  upon  by  way  of 
protest  to  boycott  the  elections  in  the  city  of  St. 
Petersburg — where,  by  the  way,  they  had  in 
any  case  no  prospect  of  returning  their  own 
candidates.  This  document,  from  which  we 
quote  elsewhere,  is  well  worth  preserving  for 
future  reference.  It  constitutes  a  bitter  indict- 
ment of  the  Government  for  its  illegal  manipu- 
lation of  the  elections,  and  in  particular  for  its 
mobilisation  of  the  clergy  in  the  interests  of 
extreme  Reaction,  and  it  stigmatises  the  whole  pro- 
cedure as  constituting  "  one  of  the  darkest  pages 
in  the  history  of  our  national  representation." 
Especially  interesting  is  the  passage  proclaiming 
that  in  the  fourth  Duma  (for  which  a  brief 
existence  is  prophesied)  there  will  be  a  union  of 
"  all  the  honest  representatives  of  the  people  in 
defence  against  the  encroachments  on  the  inde- 
pendence and  integrity  of  popular  representa- 
tion." Although  we  fail  to  recognise  either  the 
Nationalist  or  the  Oetobrist  deputies  under  this 
description,  if  we  could  really  hope  to  see  them 
effectively  combining  with  the  Opposition  in  the 
fourth  Duma  we  should  have  good  reason  to  be 
thankful  for  the  evil  out  of  which  so  much  good 
found  birth.  But  we  must  confess  we  do  not 
put  very  much  faith  in  these  Nationalist  protes- 
tations. 

Russia  and  Mongolia. 

Early  in  the  present  year  M.  Sazonoff  informed 
Sir  George  Buchanan,  the  British  Ambassador  in 
St.  Petersburg,  that  Russia  had  no  intention  of 
establishing  a  protectorate  over  Mongolia.  The 
same  impression  is  sought  to  be  conveyed  by  the 
official  explanation  of  the  Russo-Mongolian  Con- 
vention which  lias  just  been  issued  in  St.  Peters- 
burg. We  are  not  much  impressed  by  either  of 
these  protestations  of  disinterestedness.  For  one 
thing,  there  is  said  to  be  a  secret  protocol,  signed 
at  the  same  time  as  the  Convention,  which 
provides  for  a  virtual  protectorate.  Besides,  we 
are  tolerably  well  acquainted  with  the  methods 
that  have  been  pursued  by  Russia  in  Mongolia, 
and  the}'  have  a  curiously  familial'  ring.  "We. 
remember  an  affair  a  few  months  ago  in  which 
Russian  soldiers  disguised  as  Mongols  played  the 
leading  part.  Then  there  have  been  loans  to  the 
Mongolian  Government — a  device  which  Russia 
has  found  very  effective  elsewhere  for  the  purpose 
of  tightening  her  grip.  The  latest  phase  is  the 
despatch  of  a  troop  of  Cossacks  across  the 
frontier ;  and  we  venture  to  predict  that  this 
nucleus  of  a  military  occupation,  designed 
ostensibly  for  the  protection  of  native  Mongolians 
against  the  persecution  of  the  Chinese  authorities, 
will  develop  into  a  very  serious  menace  to  the 
Mongolians  themselves.  And  seemingly  not  a 
finger  is  raised  in  Europe  to  prevent  the  outrage 
that  is  so  palpably  in  course  of  preparation. 


Jews  and  the  Bar. 

The  Minister  of  Justice,  M.  Scheglovitoff,  is 
indefatigable  in  his  endeavours  to  rid  the  Russian 
courts  of  the  contaminating  presence  of  Jewish 
barristers.  It  is  well  known  that  only  by  some- 
thing approaching  a  miracle  can  Jews  nowadays 
attain  to  the  position  of  a  fully-fledged  advocate  ; 
in  almost  every  case  their  appointment  is  vetoed 
by  the  anti-Semitic  Minister.     For  some  time 


past  M.  Scheglovitoff  has  been  paying  especial 
attention  to  the  Jewish  assistant-advocates,  whose 
numbers  he  has  sought  to  bring  within  the 
limits  of  a  fixed  percentage  ;  and  his  latest  pro- 
posal, which  is  embodied  in  an  interpellation 
addressed  to  the  Senate,  is  entitled  to  rank  among 
his  best  efforts.  The  general  rule  at  the  Russian 
Bar  is  that  after  the  completion  of  a  term  of  five 
years  as  assistant-advocate  the  full  rank  of 
advocate  is  awarded.  From  the  benefit  of  this 
rule,  however.  Jews  are  excluded.  It  is  now 
proposed  that  no  one  shall  be  allowed  to  practise 
as  an  assistant-advocate  for  more  than  five  years. 
The  intended  effect  is,  of  course,  to  oust  Jews 
from  legal  practice  altogether,  since  few  would 
be  inclined  to  embark  on  a  career  that  was 
practically  certain  to  be  cut  short  after  five  years' 
service  in  the  lowest  rank  of  the  profession. 
Earlier  in  the  year,  we  remember,  the  District 
Court  of  Kiev  struck  sixty  Jewish  assistant- 
advocates  off  the  rolls  on  the  ground  that  they 
had  remained  in  that  stage  for  seven  years  ;  but 
its  action  was  on  appeal  reversed  by  the  High 
Court.  It  now  remains  to  be  seen  what  answer 
the  Senate  will  make  to  the  Minister  of  Justice. 

The  Voice  of  the  Nations. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  learn  of  the 
revival  in  Paris  of  the  Tribune  Busse,  a  monthly 
review  devoted,  like  ourselves,  to  the  cause  of 
Russian  freedom.  We  remember  this  periodical 
as  having  done  exceptionally  good  work  some 
years  ago,  and,  judging  from  the  first  number  of 
the  new  series,  which  is  very  ably  edited  by 
M.  Roubanovitch,  it  bids  fair  not  to  fall  behind 
its  own  traditions.  The  French  people  have 
now  two  publications  by  which  they  are  regu- 
larly kept  informed  of  the  progress  of  events  in 
Russia — the  other  being  M.  Bourtseff's  weekly, 
IiAvehir,  which,  although  more  impetuous  in 
its  character  than  is  consistent  with  the  policy 
we  have  marked  out  for  ourselves,  undoubted  In- 
voices the  sentiments  of  a  large  section  of  the 
Russian  people.  In  Germany  the  same  good 
cause  is  effectively  championed  by  the  weekly 
ltitssischi'  Karrcspondenz,  which  also  serves  as  an 
international  bureau  of  Russian  information. 
In  this  country  our  own  efforts  meet  with  valu- 
able co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  Friends  of 
Russian  Freedom,  who  issue  a  monthly  period- 
ical of  their  own  under  the  title  of  Free  Russia, 
while  public  opinion  is  further  cared  for  by  the 
newer  organisation  known  as  the  Anglo-Russian 
Committee.  The  movement  is  thus  seen  to  be 
one  which  is  unconfined  by  barriers  of  race,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  patient 
labours  of  international  humanity  will  at  no  dis- 
tant date  be  crowned  with  success. 


A   POGROM  ECHO. 


Fourteen  woodcutters  from  Tchernigov  have  just 
been  tried  at  Mozyr  on  a  charge  of  having  pillaged 
the  houses  of  two  Jews  seven  years  ago — in  Decem- 
ber, 1905.  On  that  occasion,  it  was  alleged,  a  crowd, 
headed  by  a  peasant  named  Sadygo,  broke  into  the 
houses  of  their  Jewish  victims  with  the  cry  :  "  One 
may  kill  Jews  with  impunity  !"  and  inflicted  bodily 
injury  on  the  inmates,  besides  carrying  away  their 
property. 

Sadygo  was  sentenced  to  eight,  and  two  of  the 
other  ringleaders  to  five  and  three  and  a  half  years' 
penal  servitude.  Nine  others  were  sentenced  to 
eighteen  months'  imprisonment,  while  the  remaining 
two  were  acquitted. 


THE   LENA  STRIKE. 


Referring  to  the  statement  of  the  Government's 
intention  to  ignore  Senator  Manukhin's report  on  the 
Lena  strike  and  to  introduce  the  Okhrana  regime  on 
the  goldfields,  Prince  Meschersky  observes  in  the 
Grctzhdanin  that  this  news  savours  of  blood,  and,  if 
it  is  true,  a  great  calamity  is  certain  to  follow. 

The  introduction  of  the  Okhrana  regime  in  the 
mining  districts  has  come  as  a  surprise  to  the  Lena 
Goldfields  Company,  which  has  addressed  an  inquiry 
to  the  Government  as  to  the  reasons  which  have 
prompted  the  unexpected  decree. 
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THE    VANISHING  BRIGAND 
OF   THE  CAUCASUS. 

Romance   and   Mystery   of  Selim  Khan. 


II.0 

The  misfortunes  of  the  Caucasian  authorities  did 
not  stop  there.  On  December  ioth,  1911,  official 
and  private  despatches,  worded  as  follows,  appeared 
in  the  Russian  papers  : — 

"Groznvi,  December  ioth. — SfeLTM  Khan,  the 
begin'N'in'g  ok  THE  end.  The  celebrated  '  abrek ' 
Selim  Khan  and  several  of  his  followers  are  besieged 
in  a  cave  by  an  armed  force.  They  are  defending 
themselves  desperately,  and  their  fire  has  already 
accounted  for  two  killed  and  four  wounded.  Rein- 
forcements are  on  their  way  to  the  field  of  battle." 

"Vladikavkaz,  December  ioth. — A  telegram  has 
been  received  announcing  that  the  troops  have  suc- 
ceeded in  surrounding  Selim  Khan  among  the  moun- 
tains in  the  Vedeno  district.  A  battle  is  now  in  pro- 
gress, and  the  brigand  appears  to  be  cornered  at  last." 

"  Vladikavkaz,  December  ioth. — The  following 
additional  details  have  come  to  hand  : — 

"  Prince  Karauloff,  chief  of  the  Vedeno  district, 
who  was  searching  for  Selim  Khan,  received  secret 
intelligence  that  the  celebrated  '  abrek'  with  some  of 
his  retainers  had  reached  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
village  of  KhoronoT,  situated  in  his  native  country. 
Selim  Khan's  design  was  doubtless  to  spend  the 
winter  there,  in  a  cave  situated  in  an  inaccessible 
region  amid  the  mountains.  Yesterday  morning  a 
detachment  of  Prince  Karauloff's  troops  succeeded 
in  locating  the  cave,  which  is  fitted  up  as  a  dwelling- 
place.  Shots  were  fired  on  the  approach  of  the 
soldiers,  who  surrounded  the  cave,  took  cover 
behind  the  rocks  and  engaged  the  enemy.  A  hot 
fire  was  maintained  during  the  whole  day,  and  the 
attacking  force  had  two  men  killed  and  four 
wounded.  The  losses  of  the  '  abreks  '  are  unknown. 
Selim  Khan's  band  remains  in  the  cave  besieged 
by  the  troops.  The  besiegers  have  been  reinforced 
by  two  sotnias  (two  hundred  men)  of  the  Daghestan 
regiment  and  sappers  provided  with  a  quantity  of  gun- 
cotton,  the  intention  being  to  blow  up  the  cave.  It  is 
believed  that  Selim  Knan's  days — nay,  his  very 
hours — are  numbered." 

Once  more  all  predictions  were  falsified,  and  Selim 
Khan,  his  star  still  in  the  ascendant,  managed  to 
escape,  and,  in  doing  so,  to  kill  a  few  more  soldiers. 
The  story  of  his  flight  is  thus  related  by  the  semi- 
official Golos  Kavkaza  : — 

"The  extraordinary  escape  of  Selim  Khan  was 
carried  out  in  a  very  simple  way.  The  commandant 
of  the  troops,  Prince  Karauloff,  entered  into  pour- 
parlers with  Selim  Khan,  through  the  medium  of  a 
shepherd  and  of  a  relative  of  the  brigand,  with  refer- 
ence to  his  surrender,  and  the  brigand  chief  replied 
thus  :  '  Tell  the  district  chief  that  I  will  surrender 
to  him  and  his  detachment  if  he  shows  me,  here  and 
now,  a  despatch  or  piece  of  writing  from  the  Tsar 
promising  to  remit  all  fines  imposed  upon  innocent 
persons,  and  that  further  all  persons  under  arrest  on 
my  account  will  be  pardoned.  Otherwise,  you  may 
tell  Prince  Karauloff,  I  leave  this  cave  before  mid- 
night in  spite  of  all  obstacles.  Until  then  I  await 
his  reply.'  " 

Prince  Karauloff  sent  back  his  parlcmcnlairc  with 
a  diplomatically-worded  answer,  to  which  Selim 
Khan  replied  no  less  diplomatically,  and  the  pour- 
parlers continued  until  morning  dawned — when 
Selim  Khan  vanished.  The  story  of  his  disappear- 
ance is  thus  related  by  the  Administrator  of  the 
Caucasus  : — 

"Just  as  the  dawn  was  breaking  a  man,  thickly 
muffled  up  in  a  bourka  and  a  baschlick  and 
armed  from  head  to  faot,  appeared  suddenly  at 
the  mouth  of  the  cave  and  flung  himself  over  the 
precipice  which  fronted  it.  For  a  moment  the 
Cossacks  were  dumbfounded,  and  then  they  dashed 
off  in  pursuit.  The  incident  produced  an  indescrib- 
able uproar  in  the  camp  of  the  besiegers,  and  shots 
and  shouts  resounded  on  every  side.  When  at  last 
they  discovered  the  body  of  the  dare-devil  '  abrek ' 
who  had  plunged  to  certain  death  in  so  dramatic  a 
fashion,  they  found  that  it  consisted  of  a  samovar,  a 
saucepan,  a  bourka,  &c,  which  Selim  Khan  had 
ingeniously  tied  together  and  flung  over  the  precipice 
to  deceive  thecnemy.  The  ruse  was  successful,  and 
while  the  men  were  searching  for  the  counterfeit 
Khan  the  real  brigand  had  slipped  away  into  the 
recesses  of  the  mountains." 

After  such  exploits  Selim  Khan,  as  may  be  eaeily 
imagined,  secrns  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives,  and  indeed 
of  all  the  Russian  people,  an  invincible  hero  who 
bears  a  charmed  life  and  does  not  fear  the  whole 
Russian  Army.  Vladikavkaz,  the  military  head- 
quarters of  the  Caucasus  and  the  centre  of  Russian 
power,  is  always  full  of  the  wildest  rumours  and 
stories  concerning  the  wonderful  "abrek.''  Selim 
Khan  has  become  a  phantom— a  local  llaroun-al- 

•  The  first  instalment  appeared  on  Nov  oth. 


Rash  id — appearing  here  to-day,  there  to-morrow, 
sometimes  in  the  guise  of  an  officer  of  Cossacks,  at 
other  times  wearing  a  beggar's  rags,  or  the  tchoUka  of 
a  pedlar,  and  then  becoming  invisible  as  soon  as  the 
police  or  soldiery  start  in  pursuit.  They  are  afraid 
of  Selim  Khan  at  Groznyi  and  at  Kislar,  at  Piatigorsk 
and  at  Kislovodsk,  and  are  firmly  persuaded  that  no 
power  on  earth  can  save  the  man  who  ha->  once 
incurred  the  brigand's  wrath.  "  All  is  possible  in  our 
province,"  the  inhabitants  of  Vladikavkaz  tell  the 
sceptics.  "  Selim  Khan  is  a  man  of  his  word,  and  if 
he  says  that  he  will  kidnap  a  person  he  will  do  so  in 
spite  of  all  the  soldiers  and  Cossacks." 

In  the  meantime  the  province  is  in  a  state  of  war  ; 
patrols,  mounted  and  on  foot,  are  to  be  met  with 
everywhere,  companies  of  soldiers  file  past  one  with 
a  rattle  of  rifles,  and  Cossacks  trot  by  with  an  alert 
air.  One  would  think  that  a  numerous  army  was 
besieging  the  towns  of  the  Caucasus  and  threatening 
to  carry  them  by  assault.  Men  are  losing  their  sang- 
froid and  abandoning  themselves  to  the  general  panic, 
while  nurses  bring  naughty  children  to  obedience  by 
saying,  "Take  care,  or  I'll  give  you  to  Selim  Khan." 

What  manner  of  man,  then,  is  this  redoubtable 
Selim  Khan,  who  has  spread  terror  throughout  a  vast 
province  of  the  Russian  Empire  ?  Is  he  a  simple 
brigand,  engaging  in  the  ancient  industry  fo«  sport 
and  profit,  or  is  he  inspired  by  the  desire  to  avenge 
the  outrages  and  oppressions  suffered  by  the  natives 
of  the  Caucasus  ?  Selim  Khan  always  wears  the 
portrait  of  Shamyl,  and  this  fact  is  alone  sufficient  to 
prove  that  the  terrible  "abrek"  looks  upon  himself 
as  fighting  for  the  cause  of  the  people.  He  accounts 
his  exploits  of  brigandage  as  acts  of  racial  vengeance, 
and  this  is  what  he  wrote  to  the  officer  Donougaieff, 
one  of  his  co-religionists  : — 

"  Know  then  that  I  have  killed  the  representatives 
of  authority  because  they  illegally  exiled  my  poor 
people  to  Siberia.  At  the  present  moment  there  are 
in  Siberia  nine  members  of  my  family,  and  all  are 
innocent.  Again,  when  Colonel  Popoff  was  the  chief 
of  the  Groznyi  district,  there  was  a  revolt,  and  the 
representatives  of  authority  massacred  a  number  of 
unfortunate  innocents.  On  hearing  the  news  I  called 
my  band  together  and  pillaged  a  train  at  Kadi-yourt. 
I  killed  the  Russians  there  for  revenge.  They  sent 
in  my  pursuit,  as  you  too  have  now  been  sent,  a 
certain  Colonel  Verbitsky,  and  he  at  once  began  to 
commit  outrages.  First  of  all  he  attacked  with  his 
troops  the  open  bazaar  in  the  village  of  Goudermes, 
and  killed  a  number  of  poor  devils  in  the  market- 
place. The  authorities  approved  of  Verbitsky's 
iniquities,  and  sanctioned  them.  For  ten  years  I  have 
been  '  abrek,'  and  during  all  that  time  I  did  not 
commit  such  atrocities  as  Verbitsky  was  guilty  of  in 
a  single  hour.  Well,  I  collected  my  men  and  pre- 
pared to  attack  Kizlar  to  avenge  myself  upon 
Verbitsky,  for  he  was  chief  of  the  Kizlar  district,  and 
I  let  him  know  in  advance  that  I  was  marching  upon 
that  town.    .    .  ." 

To  whatever  extent  we  may  accept  these  statements 
of  Selim  Khan  and  believe  in  his  sincerity,  it  is  certain 
that  the  motives  he  alleges  carry  great  weight  with 
the  native  population,  investing  his  exploits  with  the 
glamour  of  idealism  and  even  with  the  importance  of 
a  community  of  interests. 

M.  P. 

[To  be  continued.] 


THE  ATTEMPT  ON  COUNT  WITTE. 


M.  Rosanoff,  the  editor  of  the  Bin  vya  Vyedomos/i, 
stands  charged  with  libel  by  a  member  of  the  Union 
of  the  Russian  People  named  Kazarinoff,  to  whom 
he  had  referred  as  having  taken  part  in  organising 
an  attempt  on  the  life  of  Count  Witte.  M.  Rosanoff 
has  therefore  applied  to  the  St  Petersburg  District 
Court  for  subpoenas  to  be  issued  to  Count  Witle 
himself,  his  late  secretary,  M.  Guryeff,  who  is  now 
editor  of  the  Rossia,  Prince  Andronikoff,  who  acted 
as  counsel  in  the  Herzenstein  murder  trial,  Advocate 
Tchiabroff,  counsel  for  Laritchkin,  and  several  others. 
He  also  demands  the  production  of  the  files  in  con- 
nection with  the  uncompleted  inquiry  into  the 
attempt  on  the  life  of  Count  Witte,  the  proceedings 
at  the  Herzenstein  murder  ttial,  and  the  material  of 
the  inquiry  into  the  murder  of  M.  Jollos. 


ODESSA  UNIVERSITY. 

M.  Guidulianoff,  director  of  the  Lazarcff  Institute, 
has  arrived  at  Odessa  to  inquire  into  the  doings  at  the 
University  during  the  last  eight  years.  He  will  pay 
special  attention  to  the  events  of  iyio,  among  which 
wai  the  murder  of  the  student  Iglitsky. 


•  Tlit  Circassian  chief  who  led  the  Independent  tribes  of  tin-  Caucasus 
in  their  thirty  year*'  struggle  against  all  the  might  of  Russia  The 
capture  of  Shamyl  by  Prince  liarialinsky  in  1859  set  the  seal  upon  the 
Russian  conquest  of  the  Caucasus. 


THE    STRUGGLE    IN  FINLAND. 

The  Russian  Cabinet  and  the  Governor- 
General. 

[From  Our  Finnish  Correspondent.] 
It  now  appears  that  the  question  of  committing 
the  Viborg  Court  of  Appeal  for  trial  has  taken  a  new 
turn.  In  Government  circles  in  St.  Petersburg  it  is 
realised  that  this  is  a  very  delicate  question,  and  the 
conviction  has  taken  root  there  that  it  cannot  be 
solved  by  the  Governor-General  of  Finland,  whose 
competence  in  this  matter  is  found  to  be  insufficient. 
That  is  why  M.  Seyn  is  to  be  summoned  to  the 
capital  in  order  to  take  part  in  a  conference  of  the 
Council  of  Ministers,  which  will  be  held  in  the 
ordinary  way,  under  the  chairmanship  of  M.  Kokovt- 
soff.  The  latter  is  regarded  as  hostile  to  the  Governor- 
General,  at  least  on  this  question,  while  If.  Seyn  can 
count  on  the  support  of  the  Minister  of  Justice  M 
Scheglovitoff. 

The  Conference  will  discuss  the  following 
points  : — 

(i.)  The  opinions  of  Finnish  and  Russian  societies 
and  newspapers. 

(ii.)  Whether,  in  the  existing  circumstances,  the 
whole  Court  of  Appeal  should  be  committed  for 
trial. 

(iii.)  If  so,  whether  a  special  form  of  procedure 
should  be  arranged. 

(iv.)  The  accused  parties'  means  of  defence,  and 
the  possibility  of  limiting  the  powers  of  the  defending 
counsel  in  court. 

M.  Seyn  is  determined  to  fight  er.ergeticallv  for  his 
unworthy  cause.  He  desires  to  prove  that  the  diffi- 
culties of  applying  the  Equality  Law  are  magnified 
by  the  Finnish  Press  and  by  the  friends  of  Finland,  the 
Russian  Constitutional  Democrats,  and  he  will  plead 
that  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  the  question  for  decision 
to  the  Council  of  Ministers,  the  more  so  since  there 
is  already  a  precedent  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
Viborg  town  magistrates. 

The  result  of  the  conference  will  be  of  the  highest 
interest.  If  it  is  decided  not  to  prosecute  the  Court 
of  Appeal,  M.  Seyn  will  have  experienced  a  very 
palpable  check,  which,  it  would  appear,  must 
necessarily  weaken  his  position.  It  was  to  the  late 
M.  Stolypin's  confidence  in  his  knowledge  of  the 
country  and  administrative  capacity  that  M.  Sevn 
owed  hisappointment  as  Governor-General  of  Finland, 
and  the  Russian  Government's  Finnish  policy  during 
the  last  few  years  has  been  mainly  based  on  his 
advice.  Now  it  seems  that  the  result  of  this  policv — 
on  the  one  hand,  the  growing  confusion  in  the 
administration  of  the  country,  and,  on  the  other,  the 
increasingly  marked  co-operation  of  the  different 
Finnish  parties  in  a  unanimous  protest  and  resistance 
against  the  actions  of  the  authorities — is  beginning  to 
trouble  the  Russian  Government.  It  is  discovering 
that  M.  Seyn  has  been  too  eager  and  has  gone  too  far. 

It  would  only  be  logical  if  this  lack  of  confidence 
in  M.  Seyn's  capacity  resulted  in  his  recall,  followed 
by  the  adoption  of  a  new  policy — or  at  least  new 
tactics— of  a  le«s  aggressive  character.  But  in  con- 
nection with  Russian  public  affairs,  where  logic 
counts  so  very  little,  one  can  prophesy  nothing. 


The  Finnish  Press  desires  to  learn  from  the 
Governor  of  Viborg,  M.  von  Pfahler,  who  is  the 
secretary  of  the  Government  Board — the  Finn  Molan- 
der  or  the  Russian  A'exandroff.  It  was  the  latter 
who  countersigned,  without  possessing  official  capa- 
city for  the  purpose,  the  Governor's  circular  to  the 
police,  in  which  the  latter  are  ordered  to  serve  and 
obey  unconditionally  the  Russian  judicial  authorities, 
executing  arrests,  seizures  of  property,  &c,  at  their 
order. 

The  City  Court  of  Helsingfors  has  refused  to 
ratify  the  order  of  confiscation  of  fifty-two  copies  of 
the  Retch  of  October  4th  and  of  thirty-two  copies 
of  the  Pravda  of  October  6th.  The  representative  of 
the  Press  Department  and  the  prosecuting  counsel 
demanded  the  confirmation  of  the  order  from  the 
Court  on  the  ground  that  those  numbers  had  been 
confiscated  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  that  the  law  of 
June  13th,  1867,  extended  to  Finland  the  regulations 
which  operate  in  Russia  proper  with  regard  to  Russian 
publications.  The  Court  ruled,  however,  that  the 
regulations  of  1867  had  no  connection  with  this  case. 


The  Senate  has  rejected  the  application  of  the 
Police  Department  for  the  delivery  of  the  alleged 
spurious  documents  that  were  produced  as  evidence 
in  connection  with  the  recent  trial  of  the  Armenian 
Federation. 

Actual  Councillor  of  State  A.  A.  von  Baumgartcn 
has  been  arrested,  on  his  arrival  at  St.  Petersburg 
from  abroad,  on  a  charge  of  having  misappropriated 
funds  belonging  to  widows  and  orphans  of  Russian 
subjects  entrusted  to  his  care  in  his  capacity  of 
Russian  Consul-General  at  Frankfort-on-Maine. 
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PARTIES    IN    THE  DUMA. 


According  to  the  official  figures,  the  members 
of  the  Riqht  and  the  Nationalists  between  them, 
as  was  stated  last  week,  form  a  majority  in  the 
fourth  Duma  ;  since,  however,  their  preponder- 
ance over  the  combined  strength  of  all  the  other 
parties  only  amounts  to  twelve,  it  can  hardly  be 
.'aid  to  be  a  working  majority.  But  it  appears 
likely  that  the  official  agency  is  a  little  at  fault 
in  its  analysis,  and  when  the  party  complexion 
of  the  deputies  is  more  definitely  indicated 
(which  will  probably  not  be  until  the  assembly 
has  been  in  session  for  some  little  time )  it  is 
more  than  likely  that  the  majority  at  present 
predicated  of  the  Right-Nationalist  combination 
will  have  become  converted  into  a  minority.  In 
any  case  it  is  certain  that  there  can  be  no 
stability  in  the  new  Duma  unless  at  least  a 
section  of  the  Octobrists  are  won  over  by  the 
Oovernment.  All  Octobrists,  it  should  be 
remarked,  are  not  of  the  same  shade  :  there  are 
';  Right  "  Octobrists  and  *'  Left  "  Octobrists,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  at  all  that  negotiations 
will  be  set  on  foot — if  indeed  they  have  not 
already  been  completed — with  the  object  of 
securing  the  support  of  the  former  group,  if  not 
of  the  whole  body,  for  the  Ministerialist  cause. 
There  are.  of  course,  several  other  and  varied 
possiDihties  ot  party  combinations.  It  is  said,  tor 
instance,  that  the  Octobrists  favour  the  idea  of 
forming  a  hloc  with  the  more  moderate  wing  of 
the  Nationalists  and  with  the  Progressists  ;  they 
could  not,  however,  command  a  majority  without 
the  adhesion  of  the  Cadets,  and  it  is  hardly  con- 
ceivable that  the  latter  should  enter  into  any 
compact  with  the  Nationalists. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  attitude  of  the 
new  Duma  is  at  present  a  matter  of  considerable 
uncertainty.  All  that  is  cprtain  is  that  the 
Octobrists  hold  the  key  to  the  situation  in  their 
hands.  If  they  range  themselves  solidly  on  the 
side  of  the  Opposition,  they  can  bring  all  the 
Government's  electioneering  tricks  to  naught ; 
they  can  effectively  humiliate  the  Administra- 
tion, forcing  it  either  to  shape  its  policy  accord- 
ing to  ideas  of  humanity  and  progress  or  to 
dissolve  the  Duma  and  appeal  once  more  to  the 
country.  Of  course,  they  could  have  done  all 
this  in  the  third  Duma,  where  their  strength 
was  very  much  greater  than  it  is  now;  but  in 
those  days  their  prosperity  had  rendered  them 
indifferent  to  the  feeling  of  the  country  and  even 
of  their  own  supporters,  and,  unmindful  of  their 
origin,  they  yielded  up  the  burden  of  upholding 
the  Constitution  for  the  easier  occupation  of 
serving  the  Government.  Now,  returning  from 
the  elections  with  diminished  numbers,  they 
must  realise  clearly  both  the  strength  and  the 
weakness  of  their  position,  and  it  remains  to  be 
seen  what  use  they  will  make  of  their  experience. 
Almost  at  the  very  outset  of  the  proceedings  in 
the  Duma  they  will  have  a  striking  opportunity 
of  displaying  their  spirit.  One  of  the  first  ques- 
tions on  which  a  division  will  be  taken  will  he 
an  interpellation  from  the  Opposition  benches  on 
the  subject  of  the  Government's  outrageous  con- 
duct of  the  elections.  On  this  subject  even  the 
Nationalists  have  committed  themselves  by  loud 
denunciations  in  the  Press,  although  we  have  no 
great  faith  that  their  feelings  will  be  strong 
enough  in  a  few  weeks'  time  to  carry  them  into 


the  division  lobby  against  the  Ministry.  If. 
however,  the  OctobristJ  fail  to  record  their  votes 
in  censure  of  the  countless  iniquities  committed 
in  the  elections  by  Government  officials,  at  the 
direct  instigation  of  the  .Minister  of  the  Interior, 
they  will  themselves  be  guilty  of  an  unpardon- 
able outrage,  and  it  will  no  longer  be  possible  to 
have  any  hope  of  their  shaking  off  the  Reaction- 
ary chains  in  which  for  the  last  five  years  they 
have  allowed  themselves  to  be  bound. 

With  regard  to  the  Opposition  proper  in  the 
fourth  Duma,  there  is  very  little  to  be  said.  In 
numbers  it  lias  suffered  slightly  as  the  result  of 
the  recent  elections,  but  in  view  of  the  unparal- 
leled character  of  the  official  campaign  that  can 
hardly  be  a  matter  for  surprise.  Although  we 
are  not  disposed  to  echo  the  sentiments  of  the 
Russian  Progressive  ,  organ  which  hails  the 
election  results  as  cons  tituting  a  "  triumph  "  for 
the  Opposition,  it  is  nevertheless  remarkable 
that,  in  spite  of  all  the  illegalities  that  were 
resorted  to  in  the  interest  of  Ministerial  nomi- 
nees, as  many  as  130  candidates  who  declared 
open  hostility  to  the  Government  should  have 
secured  election.  Especially  do  we  welcome  the 
signal  Opposition  successes  in  St.  Petersburg, 
Moscow,  and  other  big  cities.  It  is  gratifying, 
too,  to  be  able  to  record  the  fact  that,  although 
the  Opposition  as  a  whole  has  lost,  the  Constitu- 
tional Democrats  hav^  obtained  an  increased 
representation.  At  the  beginning  of  the  cam- 
paign it  was  thought  that  the  new  Progressist 
group  would  secure  a  laige  measure  of  Opposi- 
tion support ;  evidently,  however,  the  Liberal 
section  of  the  electorate  has  preferred  the  well- 
tried  and  well-organised  Cadet  party  to  the 
somewhat  loose  and  undefined  body  of  the  Pro- 
gressists. This  we  regard  as  a  healthy  sign, 
arguing  a  tendency  to  greater  cohesion  on  the 
Left  benches  of  the  Duma,  where  the  number  of 
different  parties  or  groups  represented  is 
unnecessarily  large.  However,  we  have  no 
doubt  that  when  the  Duma  gets  to  work  they 
will  present  a  united  front  to  the  enemy,  and 
will  make  up  in  spirit  for  what  they  lack  in 
numbers.  And  if,  by  the  exercise  of  a  little  tact 
and  by  an  opportune  self-effacement  on  the  part 
of  the  more  extreme  wing  of  the  Progressive 
forces,  the  co-operation  of  the  Octobrists  is 
secured,  the  fourth  Duma  will  play  a  not 
inglorious  part  in  the  Russian  people's  struggle 
for  freedom. 


THE   CRIME   OF  SOCIALISM. 


The  circuit  session  of  the  Warsaw  High  Court 
held  at  Radom  has  sentenced  twenty-seven  Poles  to 
exile  and  eleven  to  penal  servitude  for  the  offence  of 
belonging  to  the  local  branch  of  the  Polish  Socialist 
Party.  It  is  characteristic  of  Russian  methods  that 
one  of  the  accused,  who  originally  numbered  forty- 
five,  had  been  kept  in  prison  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  he  had  previously  been  tried  and  acquitted 
of  the  same  charge.  The  High  Court  accordingly 
ordered  his  immediate  release.  Among  those  sen- 
tenced to  penal  servitude  was  a  police  officer,  who 
was  pronounced  guilty  of  having  rendered  services 
to  the  incriminated  organisation. 


The  Governor  of  Kiev  has  ordered  the  imprison- 
ment, for  terms  ranging  from  two  to  three  months,  of 
M  Bartos/.ewicz,  the  editor  of  the  local  Polish  paper 
Dziehnik  Kijowski,  Advocates  Lukaszewicz  and 
Zielinski,  Dr.  Patkiewicz,  and  twenty-two  University 
students  for  having  gathered  without  a  permit  at  the 
residence  of  the  first-named  gentleman. 


RUSSIAN    ARMY  REALITIES. 


The  Causes  of  Disaffection. 


[From  a  Russian  Correspondent.] 

The  situation  in  the  Balkans  invests  the  disorgani- 
sation which  prevails  in  the  Russian  Army  with  an 
international  importance. 

A  preliminary  note  of  warning  has  been  sounded 
in  Poland  by  the  revolt  of  the  reservists  called  to 
the  colours,  which  ended  in  the  murder  of  an  officer. 
Another  warning  is  provided  by  the  disposition  of 
the  Black  Sea  squadron  detailed  for  the  duty  of 
"  preserving  order  in  Constantinople  ; "  according 
to  the  findings  of  a  special  commission,  this  squadron 
is  "almost  entirely  infected  with  a  revolutionary 
spirit." 

"  At  Sebastopol,"  writes  a  naval  officer  in  a 
Russian  paper  [Za  Narod),  "a  revolt  is  expected 
every  moment  in  the  fleet.  By  order  of  Admiral 
Eberhardt,  the  officers  on  the  ships  keep  loaded 
revolvers  by  them  day  and  night ;  they  sleep  fully 
dressed,  anticipating  death  at  the  hands  of  the 
sailors." 

Throughout  the  Army  acts  of  insubordination  and 
revenge  are  committed.  Discipline  is  an  empty 
word ;  in  many  districts  only  brutish  fear  still 
restrains  the  troops  whose  patience  is  at  an  end. 

In  1910  considerable  alarm  was  caused  in  the 
Duma  when,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  on  the 
military  budget,  it  was  learnt  that  the  number  of 
defaulters  among  the  year's  recruits  had  reached  the 
enormous  figure  of  20,000,  in  a  contingent  of  400,000. 
In  1912  this  figure  his  been  doubled  ;  it  is  now 
40,000 — that  is  to  say,  10  per  cent,  of  the  total  annual 
contingent  ! 

Mutilation   to   Escape  Service. 

In  order  to  escape  the  honour  of  serving,  the 
Russian  people  have  recourse  to  the  most  terrible 
measures.  Bribery  and  practices  that  injure  the 
health  are  commonly  resorted  to.  The  conscripts 
drink  vodka  with  an  infusion  of  tobacco  mixed  with 
hair,  pierce  the  drums  of  their  ears,  tear  out  one  of 
their  eyes,  hack  off  their  fingers,  and  so  forth.  These 
are  not  isolated  cases.  Quite  recently  there  has 
been  discovered  an  agency,  a  vast  organisation  with 
branches  throughout  Russia,  whose  special  purpose 
it  is  to  assist  conscripts,  in  return  for  a  monetary  pay- 
ment, to  escape  military  service.  This  agency  muti- 
lates its  clients  more  or  less  seriously,  and  renders 
them  absolutely  unfit  for  service. 

What  is  the  cause  of  this  popular  aversion  from 
service  in  the  Russian  Army  ?  Whence  comes  this 
fierce  hatred  displayed  by  soldiers  and  sailors  towards 
their  superior  officers  ? 

The   Stolypin  System. 

It  is  due  to  the  system  established  by  the  late  M. 
Stolypin  in  the  Russian  forces.  It  is  now  known  that 
in  1907  a  secret  circular  was  sent  to  all  commandants 
in  the  Army,  in  which  their  attention  was  drawn  by 
M.  Stolypin  to  the  necessity  of  "  keeping  watch  over 
officers  of  a  revolutionary  spirit."  "  Those  officers," 
it  said,  "  who  attract  notice  by  reason  of  their  high 
intellectual  attainments,  who  avoid  the  gatherings  at 
which  their  comrades  drink  and  indulge  in  orgies, 
who  read  books  and  have  a  liking  for  scientific  works, 
who  treat  the  soldiers  with  kindness  .  .  .  should 
be  closely  watched,  for  it  is  of  this  sort  that  the 
revolutionary  ranks  are  principally  composed." 

M.  Stolypin  gave  the  guiding  principle  ;  the  mili- 
tary authorities  developed  its  application  to  the  point 
of  absurdity.  Sobriety,  intelligence,  the  taste  for 
study,  benevolence  towards  the  soldiers,  became 
symptoms  of  disloyalty  ;  the  opposite  qualities  proved 
the  fidelity  of  an  officer  to  his  duty.  It  is  ea^y  to 
imagine  what  manner  of  selection  is  made  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Russian  officers.  The  barracks  have 
been  transformed  into  a  veritable  prison. 

Further,  the  Army  is  overrun  with  agents  provoca- 
teurs, secret  employees  of  the  Okhrana,  who  spy, 
report,  stir  up  trouble  and  mutinies,  and  render 
existence  impossible  for  all  honest  officers.  Hence 
the  terrible  epidemic  of  suicides  among  officers  and 
men,  which  has  already  been  discussed  in  these 
columns. 
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Sovzumu  - 


THE    NEW  DUMA. 

Official  Statement  of  the  Composition  of 
the  Assembly. 

THE    COMING  STRUGGLE. 

The  Official  Telegraph  Agency  gives  the  composi- 
tion of  the  fourth  Duma,  or  rather  of  440  of  its 
members  out  of  442,  as  follows  : — 


Right    163 

Nationalists    64 

Octobrists   (So 

Progressists    28 

Constitutional  Democrats    57 

Labourists   5 

Social  Democrats    7 

Other  Left  Groups    14 

Polish  Circle   d 

Polish  Nationalists    4 

Polish  Socialist   1 


Lithuanian  and  White  Russian  Group...  3 

Mussulmans    3 

No  party   5 

The  figures  given  by  the  Retch  are  somewhat  at 
variance  with  the  foregoing.  According  to  this  organ, 
the  Right  number  140  ;  Nationalists,  74  ;  Octobrists, 
79;  Progressists,  33;  Cadets,  61;  Labourists,  12; 
Social  Democrats,  13;  Poles,  14;  Mussulmans,  5; 
and  Non-party  members,  7. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  real  composition  of  the 
new  Duma  will  not  be  accurately  known  until  the 
work  of  the  assembly  has  begun.  It  may  be  found 
then  that  the  figures  officially  given  for  the  Right 
will  have  diminished  somewhat.  Hence  it  is  uncer- 
tain whether  the  Right  and  the  Nationalists  will  be 
able  to  command  a  majority  independent  of  any 
other  party  ;  probably  they  will  not.  In  any  case 
the  fortunes  and  disposition  of  the  Duma  must 
largely  be  governed  by  the  attitude  of  the  Octobrists, 
who,  in  spite  of  their  greatly  diminished  numbers, 
still  have  it  in  their  power  to  hold  the  balance 
between  Reaction  and  Progress. 

Although  the  Opposition  as  a  whole  has  lost  about 
twenty  seats,  the  Cadets  have  somewhat  increased 
their  representation.  In  the  new  Duma  there  are 
forty-two  priests  and  three  Jews. 

Stormy  Scenes  Predicted. 

Owing  to  the  composition  of  the  new  Duma,  its 
opening  is  likely  to  be  attended  by  stormy  scenes. 
According  to  custom,  the  first  sitting  is  opened  by 
the  doyen  d'uge  among  the  deputies.  On  the  present 
occasion,  however,  the  Right  majority  is  determined 
to  oppose  such  an  arrangement  tooth  and  nail. 
This  hostility  to  established  precedent  is  explained 
by  the  fact  that  the  chair  at  the  opening  sitting  would 
in  the  ordinary  course  be  occupied  by  M.  Roditcheft, 
the  Cadet  leader.  The  idea  of  a  Constitutional 
Democrat  as  chairman  is  too  terrible  to  be  tolerated 
by  the  Black  majority,  one  of  whose  suggested  can- 
didates for  the  Duma  presidency  is  the  Reactionary 
and  notorious  Rector  of  Odessa  University,  Professor 
Levasheff. 

The  situation  is  all  the  more  piquant  since  the 
Opposition  is  sure  to  challenge  the  validity  of  the 
Odessa  elections,  at  which  M.  Levasheff  was 
returned.  Apart  from  the  illegal  disfranchisements 
and  innumerable  acts  of  interference  and  intimida- 
tion indulged  in  by  the  authorities,  grave  doubt 
attaches  to  the  very  process  of  counting  the  votes 
actually  cast,  as  it  is  quite  inconceivable  that  the 
bulk  of  the  Jewish  electors  should  have  given  their 
votes  to  their  persecutor,  whose  regime  is  indelibly 
connected  with  the  murder  of  the  Jewish  student 
Iglitsky.  The  resentment  of  the  local  Jewish  popu- 
lation against  the  discredited  University  authori- 
ties  is  all  the  more  acute  since  the  murderers 
of  Iglitsky  still  enjoy  impunity.  In  such  circum- 
stances the  return  of  the  Reactionary  candidate,  and 
such  an  unpopular  one  at  that,  has  caused  general 
surprise  even  to  the  partisans  of  the  Right.  There  is 
therefore  every  ground  for  supposing  that  the 
unexpected  result  was  simply  due  to  tampering  with 
the  ballot-box  or  to  a  false  enumeration  of  the  voting- 
papers. 

This  new  deputy,  whose  very  election  is  due  to 
illegalities,  and  is  altogether  shrouded  in  mystery 
and  obscurity,  would  indeed  be  a  fitting  nominee 
of  the  Right  majority,  which  owes  its  numerical 
strength  to  similar  practices. 

The  most  serious  candidates  for  the  presidency  are 
M.  Rod/.ianko  and  Prince  V.  M.  V'olkonsky.  The 
Octobrist*  would  naturally  prefer  M.  Rodzianko,  but 
the  Right  cannot  forgive  him  his  attitude  towards 
the  Moscow  festivities  on  the  occasion  of  the  Boro- 
dino centenary,  which  he  declined  to  attend  on  the 
ground  that  invitations  had  not  been  extended  to  the 
Duma  deputies 

Discussion  on  the  Government's  Campaign. 

It  is  probable  that  soon  after  the  new  Duma 
assembles  an  interpellation  will  be  introduced  on 
the  subject  of  the  Government's  election  illegalities. 


One  of  the  humours  of  the  election  campaign  was 
provided  in  the  government  of  Fkaterinoslav,  where, 
owing  to  the  action  of  the  Octobrists,  the  candidates 
selected  by  Bishop  Agapit,  with  one  exception,  were 
defeated.  The  disappointment  of  the  Reactionaries  and 
their  anxiety  to  get  even  with  the  Octobrists  induced 
the  local  Jew-baiter  ObraztsolT,  accompanied  by  two 
priests,  to  implore  Advocate  Polonsky,  who  is  not 
only  a  Jew  but  a  Social  Democrat  as  well,  to  stand  as 
a  candidate,  with  the  assurance  that  all  the  46  votes 
of  the  Right  electors  would  be  cast  in  his  favour. 
Advocate  Polonsky  was,  however,  unkind  enough  to 
decline  this  touching  offer. 

In  spite  of  all  the  manoeuvres  of  the  Government 
and  the  active  campaign  of  Bishop  Alexis,  the  pro- 
vince of  Saratov  has  returned  to  the  Duma  more 
Progressist  than  Right  deputies.  In  this  constitu- 
ency the  Bishop  had  disfranchised  all  the  priests 
whom  he  suspected  of  progressive  tendencies,  while 
he  pressed  the  other  priests  into  the  service  of  the 
local  gentry,  who  were  too  greedy  to  cede  a  single- 
seat  to  the  clergy  themselves.  The  Suffragan  Bishop 
Dionvsius,  who  delivered  a  violent  speech  to  the 
electors  just  as  they  were  on  the  point  of  voting, 
warned  those  present  to  vote  for  the  Right,  and  not 
for  the  Constitutionalists,  who  were  taking  an  example 
from  the  "  rotten  West." 

As  the  clerical  candidates,  who  had  acted  to  order, 
were  all  defeated,  the  disappointed  priests  ruefully 
confessed  the  error  of  their  ways.  One  of  them  is  said 
to  have  remarked:  "The  Lord  has  punished  us  for 
not  having  listened  to  the  voice  of  our  own  conscience 
instead  of  obeying  orders  from  above." 

Odessa  Illegalities. 

An  inquiry  carried  out  among  the  Odessa  electors 
has  revealed  the  fact  that  in  the  first  curia  the  Jewish 
electors  alone  gave  969  votes  to  Advocate  Sliosberg, 
or  250  votes  more  than  he  was  credited  with  altogether 
by  the  official  election  committee.  In  the  second 
curia  as  many  as  6,094  Jewish  and  5,459  Christian 
electors  voted  for  the  Cadet  candidate,  M.  Nikolsky, 
but  again  the  committee  credited  him  with  a  smaller 
number  of  votes. 

Governor  Giers,  of  Kiev,  has  been  summoned  to  St. 
Petersburg  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  who  is 
displeased  with  his  failure  to  secure  the  return  of  the 
rabid  Nationalist  Savenko  for  the  town  of  Kiev, 
although  he  was  subsequently  elected  by  the  pro- 
vincial college.  It  is  felt  to1  be  a  blow  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  official  candidate  should  have  been 
defeated  in  the  town  of  Kiev  itself,  and  that  half  of 
the  "holy  city"  should  stjJl  be  represented  in  the 
Duma  by  a  Constitutional  Democrat,  in  spite  of  the 
regime  of  terror  which  has  prevailed  in  Kiev  since  the 
tragic  death  of  the  late  Prime  Minister. 

Ministerial  Dissensions. 

It  is  rumoured  among  the  new  deputies  who  have 
already  arrived  in  St.  Petersburg  that  grave  dissen- 
sions prevail  between  the  Premier  and  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  whom  M.  Kokovtsoff  accuses  of 
having  destroyed  the  Duma  centre.  In  the  event  of 
there  being  a  Right  majority. M.  Kokovtsoff  is  expected 
to  resign,  and  to  be  replaced  by  M.  Krivoshein. 
Should,  however,  a  majority  be  formed  with  inclusion 
of  the  Octobrists,  M.  Makaroff  is  expected  to  retire 
along  with  M.  Kasso,  the  Minister  of  Education. 

The  re-elected  Octobnst  deputy  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Kaluga,  M.  Dmitriukoff,  has  come  early  to 
St.  Petersburg  in  order  to  obtain  the  Premier's  pro- 
tection for  the  Kaluga  Inspector  of  Taxes,  M.  Vosto- 
koff,  and  the  permanent  member  of  the  Governor's 
Court,  M.  Kozlovsky,  who  are  threatened  with  dis- 
missal for  having  displayed  a  lack  of  zeal  in  the 
interest  of  the  official  candidates.  The  Premier  gave 
Deputy  Dmitriukoff  his  positive  assurance  that,  in 
spite  of  the  threat  of  the  head  of  the  Revenue 
Department,  M.  Vostokoff  would  not  be  dismissed 
for  his  part  in  the  elections,  although  there  might 
be  some  incidental  reasons  of  which  he  was  not 
as  yet  aware.  As  for  M.  Kozlovsky,  who  was  not 
employed  in  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  he  referred  the 
intercessor  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  M.  Maka- 
roff likewise  assured  the  deputy  that,  in  spite  of  the 
Governor's  decision,  M.  Kozl  vsky  should  not  be  dis- 
missed for  having  voted  according  to  his  own  con- 
science. 


A   RAID    ON  POLES. 

Numerous  arrests  of  Polish  "intellectuals"  have 
taken  place  at  Kiev.  Under  the  guidance  of  a  gen- 
darmerie officer  the  police  made  a  search,  which 
lasted  several  hours,  at  the  premises  of  the  Polish 
Gymnastic  Society,  at  the  termination  of  which  the 
library  and  records  of  the  society  were  placed  under 
seal.  Another  detachment  of  police,  under  the 
direction  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Ivanoff,  searched  for 
hours  at  the  premises  of  the  local  Polish  club, 
"Ognivo,"  where  the  library  was  similarly  treated. 
The  same  process  was  extended  to  the  records  of  the 
Polish  Technical  Industries  Society,  which  has  an 
office  in  the  club  building. 

Altogether,  fifty  domiciliary  visits  were  paid 
among  the  Polish  inhabitants. 


THE  PRESS  ON  THE  ELECTIONS. 

What   the  Paper*  on  Both  Sides  Think 
of  the  Results. 

"  By  reason  of  the  complicated  external  situation, 
the  final  results  of  the  General  Election  produce  a 
particularly  sad  impression.  The  Nationalists  and 
the  Right  together  form  a  little  more  than  half  the 
new  Duma.  The  Octobrists  will  sit  on  the  Left 
benches  of  the  Taurida  Palace,  but  from  this  it  does 
not  follow  that  they  will  play  a  Left  part  in  it.  The 
slight  majoritv  which  is  available  without  the  Octo- 
brists is  far  from  sufficient  for  the  Government.  All 
the  customary  means  will  therefore  probably  be 
employed,  perhaps  even  before  the  opening  of  the 
Duma,  to  press  a  sufficient  number  of  Octobrists  into 
support  of  the  Right.  This,  however,  will  not 
succeed  with  the  Octobrist  party  as  a  whole,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  the  great  irritation  of  it-  Left  wing 
caused  by  the  result  of  the  elections.  But  this  makes 
no  difference  ;  M.  Shubinsky  will  no  doubt  willingly 
undertake  the  leadership  of  the  Right  wing  of  that 
party.  Should  this  combination  succeed,  then  the 
fourth  Duma  may  live,  but  it  will  be  still  more  insig- 
nificant than  the  third." — Retell. 

"The  elections  to  the  fourth  Duma,  which  have 
coincided  with  thecentenaryof  1^12, remind  one  of  the 
battle  of  Borodino,  since  both  parties  to  the  combat 
claim  the  victory.  The  Right  parties,  like  Kutuzoft', 
have  had  to  cede  Moscow  and  to  retreat,  not 
exactly  by  the  Kaluga  road,  but  over  the  Jula-Kursk 
road.  But  after  having  had  time  to  look  round,  they 
seem  to  have  the  intention  of  turning  the  enemy  out 
of  the  Duma,  or  at  lea>t  of  freezing  him  by  utter  neglect. 
An  acute  struggle  is  evidently  impending.  The 
political  prophets  would  even  predict  that  the  fourth 
Duma  will  be  wrecked  but  for  its  cohesive  cement  in 
the  shape  of  the  Deputies'  salary,  which  is  as  high 
as  that  of  a  general,  and  their  fear  of  losing 
that  salary.  But  such  a  parliamentarv  existence 
is  after  all  hardly  much  better  than  not  existing 
at  all." — M.  Menshikoff  in  the  Xovoe  Vienna. 

An  "  Opposition  Victory.'' 

"In  spite  of  all,  the  nascent  Duma  Opposition  is 
an  emblem  of  the  victor}-  of  life  over  death,  of  the 
future  over  the  past,  of  wisdom  over  folly,  of  right 
over  rightlessness,  of  truth  over  falsehood.  In 
watching  the  struggle  between  these  elements  we 
arrive  at  the  following  conclusion.  Since  the  Law 
of  June  16th  his  not  sufficed  to  remove  the 
Opposition,  and  in  order  to  bolster  it  up  it  has  been 
necessary  to  create  an  amazing  arsenal  of  '  interpre- 
tations '  and  repressions  of  evejy  kind  ;  since,  in  order 
to  make  that  law  victorious,  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  call  out  the  last  reserves  even  from 
among  the  inmates  of  the  convents  :  since  even  under 
such  conditions  they  have  not  succeeded  after  all  in 
routing  the  Opposition,  which  has  maintained  its 
place,  such  a  result  cannot  be  described  otherwise 
than  as  a  victory.  And,  while  joyously  greeting  the 
victory  of  the  country,  we  ask  :  What  would  the 
fourth  Duma  be  like  if  the  electoral  provisions  of 
even  the  Law  of  June  16th,  quite  unsatisfactory  as  it 
is  to  us,  had  not  been  infringed  ?  The  Duma  would 
have  been  an  Opposition  body." — Russkoe  Slovo. 

"  Many  people  are  convinced  that  the  part}- classifi- 
cation of  the  new  deputies  as  made  by  the  official 
agency  is  quite  incorrect,  and  that  it  is  bound  to 
change  in  favour  of  the  Opposition.  .  .  .  The 
Nationalists  are  now  displaying  great  activity,  as 
they  expect  to  play  the  dominating  part  in  the  Duma. 
The  R'ght  are  willing  enough  to  enter  into  a  bloc 
with  the  Nationalists  ;  but  they  are  making  reserva- 
tions with  regard  to  the  Octobrists,  from  whom  they 
require  a  clear  profession  of  faith,  since  they  do  not 
mean  to  allow  the  Oc:obrists  to  coquet  now  with  the 
Right,  and  now  with  the  Left." — Binevya  Vyedoniosti. 

The  Official  View. 

"  Nothing  will  remain  of  the  shouting  [i.e.,  of  the 
complaints  against  the  Government's  electoral  inter- 
ference], although  one  cannot  close  one's  eyes  to  the 
fact  that  to  a  certain  degree  this  shouting  is  doing  its 
mischievous  work.  It  now  lies  with  the  members  of 
the  Duma  itself,  of  those,  of  course,  who  come  under 
the  sensible  majoritv  possessed  of  the  State  spirit,  to 
resist  this  cry.  By  dealing  calmly  and  seriously  with 
the  legislative  labours  intrusted  to  the  Duma, and  by 
firmly  fulfilling  its  duty  to  the  Sovereign  and  the 
Fatherland,  the  majority  of  the  fourth  Duma  may 
easily  prove  that  all  the  attacks  so  abundantly  heaped 
upon  it  by  its  enemies  not  only  lack  any  importance, 
but  are  even  devoid  of  sense." — Rossia. 

"The  fourth  Duma  is  undoubtedly  more  reac- 
tionary than  its  predecessor,  and  the  elements  which 
deny  the  very  foundations  of  popular  representation 
will  play  in  it  an  almost  decisive  part.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  an  equally  undoubted  fact  that  the  country 
has  turned  considerably  to  the  Left,  and  this  has  been 
especially  noticeable  in  the  towns  with  separate 
representation.  If  in  the  final  result  the  Opposition 
inside  the  Duma  has  not  much  increased,  and  the 
Right  has  had  the  largest  gains,  it  has  been  least  of 
all  the  fault  of  the  electors."— Russkia  Vytdomostu 
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To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great 
sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Crom- 
well os  the  Persecution'  op  the  Vaddois. 

NOTES. 


The  Russian  Army. 

The  disinclination  of  the  Russian  Government 
to  adopt  as  truculent  an  attitude  over  the  Balkan 
settlement  as  some  of  its  critics  would  have  it 
display  may  well  be  due  to  the  grave  state  of 
disorganisation  that  exists  in  the  Russian  Army. 
This  week  we  publish  a  significant  article  in 
which  the  facts  are  set  forth  with  striking  effect. 
The  system  prevailing  in  the  Army— the  late  M. 
Stolvpin's  system — is  of  so  terribly  repressive  a 
character  that  nowadays  no  less  than  ten  per 
cent,  of  the  annual  contingent  of  recruits  are 
classed  as  defaulters.  In  order  to  escape  the 
horrors  of  military  service,  it  is  a  common 
practice  for  young  men  to  mutilate  themselves  ; 
there  is,  indeed,  a  special  agency  which  under- 
takes to  render  them  unfit  for  service  in  this  way. 
The  horror  of  this  picture  needs  no  emphasis  from 
us.  The  root  of  the  evil,  of  course,  lies  in  the 
character  of  the  officers.  In  obedience  to  a 
Stolypin  circular,  all  officers  who  indulge  in 
intellectual  occupations,  who  do  not  join  in  their 
colleagues'  drunken  orgies,  and  who  treat  the  men 
under  them  with  kindness  are  to  be  looked  upon 
as  actual  or  potential  revolutionaries.  When 
advancement  can  only  come  from  debauchery 
vand  inhumanity,  it  may  be  imagined  what  is  the 
treatment  accorded  the  rank  and  file. 


The  Balkan  and  Mongolian  Crises. 

The  discipline  of  troops  trained  in  this  fashion 
is  not  calculated  to  stand  a  very  severe  test,  and 
this  the  authorities  are  now  beginning  to  realise. 
Moreover,  the  Navy  is  infected  with  the  same 
spirit  of  disaffection,  which  any  day  may  break 
out  into  open  and  general  revolt.  Clearly,  then, 
in  its  present  pacific  attitude  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment is  making  a  virtue  of  a  necessity ;  as 
Denys  Cochin  said  on  another  occasion,  on  fait 
totvjoursbienqudnd  onnepeutpasfa-ireautrement.  At 
the  same  time  the  preoccupation  of  the  European 
crisis  is  being  used  to  cover  Russia's  aggressive 
and  unwarrantable  tactics  in  Mongolia.  Here 
she  appears  to  be  doing  her  best  to  goad  China 
into  warlike  action  in  defence  of  the  integrity  of 
the  Empire,  and  the  situation  grows  more  serious 
every  day.  The  Russian  force  which  we  reported 
last  week  as  having  crossed  the  frontier  has 
since  been  increased,  and,  once  Russian  troops 
have  entered  a  territory,  there  is  usually  but  one 
method  of  dislodging  them.  In  Pekin  the  feeling 
against  Russia  runs  high,  and  if  hostilities  break 
out  in  Mongolia  it  will  be  due  entirely  to 
Russia's  wanton  provocation.  Possibly  China's 
clearly  expressed  determination  not  to  be 
"  bluffed  "  out  of  her  sovereign  rights  will  suffice 
to  bring  the  Russian  Government  to  a  more 
sober  frame  of  mind. 


Untrustworthy  Figures. 

We  have  already  warned  our  readers  that  the 
party  classification  of  the  Duma  deputies  for 
which  the  official  Telegraph  Agency  is  respon- 


sible may  have  to  be  amended  somewhat  when 
certain  members  declare  themselves  more  defi- 
nitely than  they  have  hitherto  done.  How 
untrustworthy  the  official  figures  are  is  already 
being  made  apparent.  Even  before  the  opening 
of  the  Duma,  we  are  informed,  several  deputies 
who  were  classed  among  the  Right  have  joined 
the  ranks  of  one  or  other  of  the  Progressive 
parties;  while  six  who  were  officially  stated  to 
be  Progressists  have  now  declared  themselves 
Cadets.  The  gem  of  misrepresentation,  how- 
ever, is  to  be  found  in  the  case  of  Deputy  Leva- 
nidoff,  of  Archangel.  The  Telegraph  Agency 
wrote  him  down  as  a  member  of  the  Extreme 
Right — a  Reactionary  of  the  deepest  dye  ;  lie 
now  emerges  wearing  the  colours  of — a  Labour 
member!  If  the  lists  can  only  furnish  us  with 
a  few  more  surprises  of  this  character  we  shall 
not  need  to  despair  of  the  fourth  Duma  just  yet 
awhile. 

Called  to  Heel. 

The  Nationalists  have  already  repented  of 
their  outbursts  against  the  Government's  elec- 
tioneering tactics,  and  of  the  manifesto  drawn 
up  by  the  Pan-Russian  National  Union  calling 
upon  its  members  to  boycott  the  elections  in 
St.  Petersburg  by  way  of  protest.  It  appears 
that  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  was  greatly 
incensed  at  the  issue  of  this  manifesto,  and 
informed  Count  Yladimir  Bobrinsky  that  he 
would  have  to  take  drastic  measures  against  his 
party,  including  the  dissolution  of  its  branches, 
unless  the  action  taken  in  St.  Petersburg  were 
repudiated  by  the  Nationalist  Council.  So 
Count  Bobrinsky  telegraphed  a  warning  to 
M.  Balashoff,  the  chairman  of  the  party,  and 
M.  Balashoff  duly  announced  that  the  manifesto 
had  been  issued  by  the  St.  Petersburg  branch  of 
the  organisation  without  the  sanction  of  the 
General  Council,  adding  that  the  latter  body 
gravely  disapproved  of  its  contents.  From 
which  it  may  be  gathered  that,  when  we 
observed  last  week  that  we  did  not  "  put  very 
much  faith  in  these  Nationalist  protestations," 
our  scepticism  was  amply  justified.  It  is  quite 
clear  that  the  Nationalists  are  prepared  to  go  to 
any  lengths  in  order  to  remain  hand  in  glove 
with  the  Government. 


A  Post-Election  Sermon. 

The  electors  of  Riazan  have  so  far  sinned 
against  the  proprieties  as  to  return  to  the  Duma 
a  veterinary  surgeon  instead  of  a  priest,  as  the 
authorities  commanded  them.  They  were  reminded 
of  their  unpardonable  lapse  in  the  Cathedral  of 
Riazan  on  the  Sunday  following  the  elections, 
when  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese  administered  to 
his  sinful  flock  a  severe  drubbing  from  the 
pulpit.  "  The  people  of  Riazan,"  he  said,  "  are 
beasts,  since  they  have  preferred  a  healer  of 
dumb  animals  to  a  healer  of  souls."  This  price- 
less effort  will  doubtless  be  used  as  a  model  of 
post-election  pulpiteering  in  other  constituencies. 
Evidently  the  prostitution  of  the  Orthodox 
Church  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment's political  schemes  is  not  to  cease  with  the 
termination  of  the  elections,  and  henceforth 
churchgoers  may  expect  to  be  regaled  regularly 
with  political  exhortations  inspired  by  the 
administrative  authorities. 


PROTEST  STRIKES. 


Protest  strikes  on  a  large  scale  have  taken  place  at 
numerous  works  and  factories  both  in  St.  Petersburg 
and  in  the  provinces  as  a  demonstration  against 
capital  punishment.  On  a  single  day  the  number  of 
strikers  in  St.  Petersburg  and  its  outskirts  amounted 
to  over  forty  thousand. 

These  strikes  against  capital  punishment,  which 
does  not  exist  in  the  ordinary  criminal  code  of 
Russia — not  even  for  premeditated  murder — are 
intended  as  a  protest  against  the  execution  of  the 
sentence  of  death  passed  on  mutinous  sailors  at 
j  Sebastopol. 


FAMINE  PROSPECTS. 


Despairing  Peasants  Fleeing  from  their 
Homes. 


The  Governor  of  Astrakhan  has  been  threatening 
to  take  severe  measures  against  a  local  Press  corre- 
spondent who  depicted  the  condition  of  the  peasants 
in  the  Tsarev  district  in  gloomy  colours.  But, 
although  he  may  suppress  the  correspondent,  even 
the  Governor  is  unable  to  conceal  the  fact  that  the 
ruined  peasants  are  emigrating  from  their  home- 
steads. One  of  the  peasants  who  were  about  to 
leave  their  native  village  explained  the  position  to 
the  correspondent  of  the  Retch. 

Only  three  years  ago,  he  said,  he  was  a  well-to-do 
peasant  working  with  three  ploughs.  This  year  he 
only  tilled  with  one  plough,  and  gathered  in  no  more 
than  eighty  poods  of  grain.  Out  of  this  slender  crop 
he  had  to  keep  himself  and  his  family  till  next 
year,  to  buy  clothing,  to  pay  the  communal  and 
other  taxes,  as  well  as  debts  contracted  during  the 
last  few  years,  and,  lastly,  to  provide  seed  for  the 
new  crop.  The  other  peasants  were  in  a  similar 
plight.  It  would  now  require  either  a  succession  of 
good  crops  or  vigorous  Government  assistance  to 
set  them  on  their  feet.  Neither  of  these  was  likely  to 
happen,  and,  to  make  matters  worse,  the  authorities 
were  repressing  every  attempt  at  private  relief.  All 
this  was  throwing  the  peasants  into  despair,  and 
causing  them  to  flee  from  their  homes  in  order  to 
seek  their  fortune  abroad.  , 

The  same  Governor  has  ordered  the  District 
Captain  of  Tsarev  to  take  immediate  steps  to  pre- 
vent the  distribution  of  relief  to  the  starving  popula- 
tion by  M.  Byelayeff,  the  representative  of  the  Free 
Economic  Society.  The  District  Captain  has  accord- 
ingly ordered  the  Divisional  Captain  to  make  M. 
Byelayeff  sign  a  written  declaration,  undertaking  to 
abstain  from  distributing  relief. 

This  interference  is  felt  all  the  more  acutely  as  the 
severe  winter  has  set  in  more  than  usually  early, 
while  no  work  whatever  can  be  found  in  the  locality. 


SUPPRESSION   OF   THE  PRESS. 


The  responsible  editor  of  the  Octobrist  organ,  the 
Golos  Moskvy,  was  ordered  by  the  Prefect  of  Moscow 
to  pay  on  the  spot  a  fine  of  500  roubles  for  the  publi- 
cation of  an  article  headed  "The  Evils  of  the  Day." 
As  the  police  brought  the  order  to  the  editor's  home 
at  midnight,  M.  Smirnoff,  who  had  no  such  sum  on 
him,  asked  for  a  respite  till  the  morning  in  view  of 
the  impossibility  of  procuring  the  money  till  then. 
The  request  was  refused,  and  M.  Smirnoff  taken  to 
prison,  from  which  he  was  only  released  when  the 
editorial  office  learned  of  the  arrest  and  immediately 
paid  the  fine. 

The  last  issue  of  the  Priazovsky  Kray  has  been  con- 
fiscated at  Rostov-on-Don  by  order  of  the  censor 
without  any  reason  for  the  measure  being  vouch- 
safed. 

The  Voronej  Telegraph  has  been  fined  200  roubles 
by  the  local  Governor  for  the  publication  of  an 
article  on  "  The  Status  Quo  and  Austria.'' 

The  authorities  in  Odessa  have  instructed  the  local 
Press  to  abstain  from  criticising  the  acts  of  Professor 
Levasheff,  the  notorious  Rector  of  the  University, 
who  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Duma. 

A  number  of  the  Yujnaya  Mysl,  of  Odessa,  has  been 
confiscated  for  its  comments  on  the  clerical  cam- 
paign. 

The  Nashe  Utro,  of  Grodno,  has  been  fined  100 
roubles  for  an  article  entitled  "  The  Bribe-takers," 
commenting  on  the  corrupt  practices  revealed  at  the 
trial  of  the  late  chairman  of  the  St.  Petersburg 
Municipal  Audit  Committee. 

The  St.  Petersburg  High  Court  has  sentenced  the 
editor  of  the  Jivoe  Slovo  to  a  year's  imprisonment 
for  the  publication  of  articles  on  the  Lena  massacre, 
the  Beilis  case,  and  other  affairs  of  public  interest. 

The  editor  of  the  Slikolai  fizn,  of  St.  Petersburg, 
has  been  fined  400  roubles  for  an  article  entitled  "A 
Pyrrhic  Victory,"  dealing  with  the  official  electoral 
campaign. 


The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  rejected  the 
application  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Baptist  Congrega- 
tion to  convene  a  conference  of  Evangelical 
Christians  in  St.  Petersburg  during  December  in 
order  to  discuss  the  various  needs  of  the  Baptist 
community. 

A  workman  named  Parfenieff,  who  was  arrested  at 
St.  Petersburg  on  April  30th,  has  now  been  sentenced 
by  the  High  Court  to  eighteen  months'  imprison- 
ment in  a  fortress  for  a  speech  which  he  had 
intended  to  deliver  at  the  May  Day  demonstration, 
and  the  manuscript  draft  of  which  was  found  at  his 
lodgings. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


NOVKMBKK  V.i\'l. 


THE    VANISHING  BRIGAND 
OF    THE  CAUCASUS. 

Romance  and    Mystery  of  Selim  Khan. 


III. 

When  all  is  said  and  done,  the  whole  responsi- 
bility for  brigandage  in  the  Caucasus  rests  with  the 
Russian  authorities.  In  their  relations  with  the 
representatives  of  authority  the  natives  come  into 
contact  with  violence  and  with  greed,  a  fact  to  which 
attention  has  been  drawn  by  Yerbitsky  himself  on 
more  than  one  occasion.  By  dint  of  exasperating 
the  people  through  cruelties  of  every  kind,  the 
irregular  levying  of  taxes,  and  other  acts  of  injustice, 
the  authorities  have  become  powerless  in  their 
struggle  against  Selim  Khan  and  his  little  band.  Yet 
in  its  campaign  against  this  mountain  brigand  the 
Administration  of  the  Caucasus  has  set  every  possible 
agency  to  work  and  left  no  stone  unturned.  Thus  a 
price  of  £250  was  set  upon  Selim  Khan's  head,  which 
means  that  any  subject  of  the  Russian  Empire  is  free 
to  become  his  executioner,  and,  further,  that  the 
brigand  is  an  outlaw.  The  Stite  does  to  him  as  he 
does  to  the  State.  As  far  as  Selim  Khan  is  concerned 
all  laws  and  regulations  are  suspended,  and  every 
passer-by  has  the  right  to  shoot  him  like  a  dog. 

In  most  civilised  countries  the  practice  of  outlawry 
has  been  abandoned  for  many  years,  but  this  archaic 
revival  does  not  exhaust  the  eccentricities  of  this 
Caucasian  campaign  between  a  criminal  and  the 
public  authorities.  On  both  sides  their  methods  are 
marked  by  something  of  Oriental  extravagance.  Even 
before  Selim  Khan  was  outlawed  his  family  had  been 
arrested  and  imprisoned,  and  shortly  after  he  was 
proscribed  the  inhabitants  of  two  neighbouring 
villages  were  exiled  to  Siberia.  And  that  is  not  all. 
After  the  attack  upon  Prince  Andronikoff's  detach- 
ment in  the  gorge  of  Oussin,  on  September  20th, 
1910,  the  Governor  of  the  province  of  Terek,  General 
Mikheieff,  unable  to  lay  hands  upon  the  "abrek" 
himself,  determined  to  mete  out  severe  punishment 
to  the  Ingushes  inhabiting  the  gorge,  notwithstand- 
ing the  entire  absence  of  any  proof  of  their  complicity. 
He  therefore  announced  to  the  Ingushes  that  they 
had  forfeited  the  right  of  using  the  land  in  the 
Cossack  reserves,  where  these  natives  had  settled 
soon  after  the  conquest  of  the  Caucasus  fifty  years 
ago.  Thus  the  Ingushes  were  deprived  of  their 
land,  and  in  addition  were  ordered  to  remove  their 
belongings  within  four  months,  were  obliged  to  pay 
immediately  arrears  of  taxes  amounting  to  .£4,000, 
and  every  household  was  fined  25  roubles  Tor  the 
benefit  of  the  families  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
soldiers. 

General  Mikheieff' s  methods  provoked  a  debate  on 
the  "  Caucasian  question "  in  the  third  Duma,  the 
Mussulman  party  and  the  Social  Democrats  making 
an  interpellation  with  regard  to  the  acts  of  repression 
inflicted  upon  a  peaceable  population  in  connection 
with  the  pursuit  of  Selim  Khan.  The  struggle  of  the 
Administration  against  the  famous  "abrek"  Selim 
Khan — it  was  stated  in  the  interpellation — had 
assumed  a  form  that  no  civilised  country  would 
tolerate— being  directed  less  against  Selim  Khan  and 
his  band  than  against  the  pacific  and  innocent 
Ingushe  population.  This  episode  illustrates  the 
policy  of  the  Russian  Government  in  the  Caucasus. 
Being  unable  to  catch  Selim  Khan  himself,  the  autho- 
rities fall  back  upon  his  family,  his  kinsfolk,  and  his 
neighbours,  and  finally  depiive  en  masse  the  Inrushes 
of  their  lands — their  onlj  means  of  subsistence. 

The  land  question  is  the  principal  cause  of  the 
indescribable  disorcer  brought  about  by  brigandage 
in  the  Caucasus,  for  the  man  who  is  deprived  of  his 
arable  land  and  his  pasturage  has  no  other  resource 
than  to  seize  his  rifle  and  turn  brigand  himself,  by 
which  means  he  can  always  make  a  living  and  pro- 
vide for  his  family,  besides  being  able  to  avenge 
himself  on  the  authorities  for  all  the  vexations  and 
outrages  he  has  suffered.  Here,  indeed,  we  get  to 
the  heart  of  the  whole  mischief,  which  grows  steadily 
worse,  thanks  to  the  peculiar  character  of  Russian 
Imperialism.  The  indifference  of  colonial  authori- 
ties generally  in  dealing  with  the  landed  and  other 
property  of  the  aborigines  is  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge,  but  in  no  other  part  of  the  world  is  the 
practice  of  expropriating  the  native  owner  carried 
-.0  far  as  in  the  countries  conquered  by  Russia.  To 
find  an  outlet  for  Russian  products  has  indeed 
always  been  a  matter  of  secondary  importance  in 
Russia  s  policy  of  territorial  conquest.  Her  policy 
is  rather  dictated  by  the  great  landed  proprietors, 
who  desire  to  extend  their  estates  at  the  cost  of 
neighbouring  countries,  and  bring  about  their  con- 
quest in  order  to  sitisfy  their  land-hunger. 

The  Russian  Press  at  the  time  devoted  much  space 
to  the  subject  of  the  discreditable  confiscation  of  the 
lands  belonging  to  the  Bachkirs,  an  act  which  was 
repeated  later  on  in  Turkestan  and  Central  Asia.  As 


•  Previous  instalments  appeared  on  Nov  Mh  ;»i<l  nth. 


regards  Manchuria,  official  documents  testify  to 
cases  of  cruel  corporal  punishments  and  even  tortures 
inflicted  upon  Chinese  mandarins  who  re! used  to 
surrender  to  some  Russian  official  the  land  which 
belonged  to  them  by  right.  If  the  Russian  bureau- 
cracy showed  such  unconcern  for  the  rights  of 
highly  placed  Chinese  functionaries  in  a  country 
which  had  not  yet  yielded  to  the  Russian  arms,  what 
power  could  have  curbed  the  appetites  and  ambi- 
tions excited  by  the  fertile  lands  of  the  conquered 
Caucasus  ?  These  facts  explain  how  a  Government 
which  hasone  and  a  half  million  soldiers  at  its  beck  and 
call  has  not  succeeded  during  twelve  years  in  getting 
rid  of  Selim  Khan  and  his  little  band. 

M.  P. 

[To  he  1  oncluded.] 


THE    STRUGGLE    IN  FINLAND. 

The  Russian  Army's  Drain  on  the  Finnish 
Exchequer. 

[From  Our  Finnish  Correspondent.] 
One  of  the  features  of  the  Russian  Government's 
Finnish  policy  is  its  endeavour  to  extort  as  much 
money  as  possible  from  the  Grand  Duchy  for  Russian 
public  purposes,  and  particularly  for  the  military 
needs  of  the  Empire.  Thus  during  the  last  ten 
years,  after  the  illegal  disbandment  of  the  Finnish 
troops,  the  Finnish  Treasury  has  been  directly  mulcted 
in  the  sum  of  101  million  marks  (four  millions  ster- 
ling) to  supply  these  needs,  including  the  thirty 
million  marks  vainly  granted  by  the  Diet  in  1905  and 
1907  for  the  sake  of  political  peace  ;  from  the  Consti- 
tutional point  of  view  the  rest  has  been  taken  by 
simple  robbery. 

Further,  in  an  indirect  manner  the  Russian  Army 
taxes  the  Finnish  Exchequer  by  making  use  without 
payment  of  the  property  of  the  disbanded  Finnish, 
forces.  The  barracks  of  these  troops,  now  occupied 
by  the  Russian  soldiery,  alone  represent  a  sum  of 
25,300,000  marks,  and  to  this  must  be  added  the 
value  of  the  effects,  waggons,  arms,  <n:c.  It  was 
promised  that  the  indemnity  due  to  the  Finnish 
Treasury  for  this  property  should  be  deducted  from 
the  direct  military  contribution,  but  so  far  this  has 
not  been  done. 

In  the  last  place,  the  Government  has,  on  the 
demand  of  the  Russian  authorities,  granted  490,000 
marks  out  ofFinland's  public  funds  for  the  expropria- 
tion of  the  land  reqvired  for  two  target-practice 
grounds  used  by  the  Russian  troops  stationed  in 
Finland. 

Vappeiii  vient  en  mangeant.  The  Russian  Govern- 
ment now  wants  to  burden  the  Finnish  State  Treasury 
with  the  cost  of  housing  the  Russian  officers  and  soldiers 
in  the  Grand  Duchy  who  are  not  lodged  in  barracks  ; 
a  commission  has  just  been  appointed  to  examine 
this  question,  which  cannot  rightly  be  settled  accord- 
ing to  the  Government's  desire  without  the  consent 
of  the  Diet.  The  expenses  under  this  head  have 
risen  since  the  beginning  of  the  century  from  500,000 
to  1,600,000  marks  a  year,  and  they  are  likely  to  rise 
still  higher,  thus  becoming  an  extremely  heavy 
burden  on  the  Exchequer. 

In  considering  Russian  pretensions  in  this  matter 
it  must  always  be  remembered  that  Finland  used 
to  have  her  own  troops,  whose  entire  payment  she 
defrayed  and  whose  numbers  the  Diet  repeatedly 
declared  itself  willing  to  increase,  and  that  these  troops, 
which  did  very  good  service,  were  disbanded  for  no 
fault  of  theirs  and  against  the  wishes  of  the  country. 

The  most  essential  point  of  all,  however,  is  that 
the  inability  of  the  Finnish  Treasury  during  the  last 
few  years  to  provide  for  certain  highly  important 
educational  needs  shows  that  it  has  begun  to  be 
seriously  embarrassed  by  its  concessions  to  Russian 
pretensions. 

Another  case  has  arisen  in  connection  with  the 
Equality  Law  deadlock.  The  Mayor  of  Xyustad 
and  two  of  the  town  magistrates  have  been  sum- 
moned to  appear  at  Abo,  in  order  to  be  interrogated 
by  the  Examining  Magistracy  of  the  St.  Petersburg 
District  Court  with  regard  to  their  refusal  to  issue  a 
trading  licence  to  a  Russian  merchant.  All  three 
accused  have  refused  to  accept  the  summonses. 

Professor  Broda,  of  Paris,  whose  lecturing  tour 
through  Finland  has  been  vetoed  by  the  authorities, 
was  prevented  from  delivering  an  address  at  the 
University  Hall,  Helsingfors.  In  reply  to  the 
Rector,  who  wrote  to"  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Police  inquiring  on  what  grounds  University  affairs 
were  interfered  with,  the  latter  replied  that  he  was 
entitled  to  veto  the  lecture  because  it  had  been  pro- 
posed to  admit  to  the  lecture  an  audience  not  exclu- 
sively composed  of  students.  The  Rector  thereupon 
pointed  out  to  the  Chief  Commissioner  that  by  the 
I'nivcrsity  regulations  in  force  the  general  public 
had  always  been  admitted  to  lectures  as  far  as  the 
space  available  permitted.  He  therefore  requested 
the  Chief  Commissioner  to  initiate  a  prosecution 
against  the  police  officers  who  had  prevented  Pro- 
fe  sor  Broda's  lecture  from  taking  place. 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 

The  Government  and  the  Elections. 

[From  Ouk  Polish  Cokkkspoxdkxt.J 
The  final  results  of  the  elections  have  caus.-d  a 
great  surprise  to  the  Government.  Even  in  the 
last  stage  of  the  campaign,  on  the  very  eve  of  the 
polls,  the  bureaucracy  did  not  abstain  from  making 
the  most  extensive  use  of  every  method  of  repression 
and  abuse  of  the  law  in  order  to  prevent  the  Liberal 
elements  from  being  represented  in  the  Duma.  One 
of  the  most  inconvenient  deputies  in  the  third  Duma 
was  Professor  Dymsha,  the  stalwart  champion  of 
Holm.  By  means  of  a  number  of  subterfuge-,  the 
authorities  succeeded  in  striking  him  off  the  register 
in  Sedltse,  but  thi>  disqualification  proved  so  flagrant 
an  illegality  that  the  Senate  in  St.  Petersburg  felt 
compelled  to  reinstate  M.  Dymsha  in  his  rights,  and 
the  disfranchised  ex-deputy  has  now  been  returned 
to  the  fourth  Duma. 

The  elections  in  the  Government  of  Plotsk  were 
conducted  with  such  shameless  trickery  that  the 
voters  did  not  know  where  the  poll  was  to  be  held, 
and,  owing  to  this  underhand  manipulation,  instead 
of  3,000  small  landowners  only  200  were  able  to 
appear. 

But  the  principal  battle  was  fought  in  Warsaw. 
A  large  number  of  citizens  who  pay  the  residential 
tax  were  omitted  from  the  lists,  while  all  the  small 
shopkeepers  were  strictly  enjoined  to  vote  with  the 
object  of  securing  the  majority  to  the  Jewish  middle 
class,  who  were  not  expected  to  have  the  temerity  to 
vote  with  the  Opposition.  However,  a  strange  thing 
happened.  The  Jewish  voters,  having  obtained  a 
majority  in  th<;  electoral  college,  nominated  a  Socialist 
deputy,  M.  Jaghelo.  The  Government  hss  thus 
succeeded  in  deepening  the  fatal  abyss  already 
dividing  Poles  and  Jews,  the  former  of  whom  had 
backed  a  Nationalist  ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  has  to 
face  the  mortifying  fact  that  the  capital  is  represented 
in  the  Duma  by  a  Socialist. 

Death  Sentences  in  Poland. 

Thus  the  authorities  are  compelled  to  realise  that 
neither  abuses  nor  persecution  will  avail  in  the  life- 
and-death  struggle  of  the  exasperated  nation.  A 
striking  light  has  been  thrown  during  the  last  few 
days  in  the  Austrian  Parliament  on  the  character  and 
development  of  the  persecution  meted  out  to  the 
Poles.  One  of  the  deputies,  in  the  course  of  an 
address,  quoted  figures  which  excited  the  utmost 
horror  throughout  the  Chamber.  In  Warsaw,  for 
instance,  where  the  population  does  not  reach  800,000, 
no  fewer  than  686  persOns  were  brought  before  a 
court-martial  during  the  short  period  of  i)i  months 
in  1908,  and  258  of  them  were  sentenced  to  death. 
In  Lodz  171  persons  were  similarly  arraigned,  and 
89  had  to  suffer  the  death  penalty.  Within  the 
remaining  2*  months  of  the  same  year,  when  court- 
martial  was  abolished,  out  of  155  accused  persons, 
65  were  condemned  and  37  hanged  In  the  first 
quarter  of  1912,  53  death  sentences  were  passed,  and 
28  persons  hanged,  while  the  Press  was  fined  a  total 
sum  of  70,000  crowns. 

The  newspapers  from  Warsaw  contain  statistics 
according  to  which  the  judicial  court  in  Warsaw 
has,  since  May,  1910,  dealt  with  150  cases  of  the 
"  crime  "  of  belonging  to  the  Polish  Socialist  Party. 
Out  of  this  number  only  9  were  acquitted  ;  69  were 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude,  69  to  exile,  and  3  to  be 
confined  in  a  fortress. 

Repression  of  Culture. 

But  the  persecution  indulged  in  by  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  confined  within  the  limits  of  political 
affairs,  its  aim  being  the  total  destruction  of  Polish 
culture.  Recently,  a  well-known  Polish  lawyer  and 
writer  in  Warsaw,  M.  Leopold  Meyet,  bequeathed 
150,000  roubles  for  the  benefit  of  private  elementary 
schools,  on  the  condition  that  the  instruction  was  to 
be  given  in  Polish.  Although  the  Polish  language  is 
legally  guaranteed  in  private  institutions,  the  Govern- 
ment has  refused  to  sanction  the  legacy  unless  the 
condition  of  Polish  teaching  is  withdrawn. 

A  further  step  in  the  same  policy  is  to  be  observed 
in  the  removal  of  Poles  from  all  the  offices  in  the 
State  service.  From  the  Vienna- Warsaw  Railway 
half  of  the  Polish  officials  have  already  been  dis- 
missed, notwithstanding  the  solemn  declaration  of 
the  Minister  of  Ways  and  Communications,  who 
assured  the  Duma  that  he  would  not  allow  any  dis- 
missals. 

The  Governor  of  Kiev  has  issued  a  circular  to  all 
State  institutions  to  the  effect  that  not  only  Poles 
but  Russians  married  to  Polish  women  are  to  be 
excluded  from  all  Government  offices. 

As  to  Russian  officials,  if  such  a  vara  avis  as  an 
honest  man  happens  to  find  himself  among  this  band 
of  thieves  and  knaves,  his  fate  is  scarcely  to  be 
I  envied.  Only  recently  Warsaw  was  startled  at  the 
sudden  death  of  an  examining  magistrate,  M. 
Ylascnko,  who  was  poisoned  during  his  investigation 
into  the  thefts  committed  by  officials  on  the  Vistula 
Railway. 
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RUSSIA   AND    BRITISH  JEWS. 

Some  time  ago  we  were  able  to  announce  that 
the  chief  representative  bodies  of  the  Anglo- 
Jewish  community  were  approaching  the  Foreign 
Office  with  a  view  to  securing  the  removal  of  the 
restrictions  which  the  Russian  Government 
imposes  on  British  Jews  who  wish  to  visit 
Russia.  With  the  nature  of  those  restrictions 
readers  of  Darkest  Russia  are  doubtless  familiar  ; 
briefly,  they  consist  in  the  enforcement  of  special 
regulations  of  an  oppressive  character  in  the  case 
of  those  British  subjects  visiting  Russia  who 
profess  the  Jewish  faith,  and  in  the  refusal  to 
viser  the  passports  of  all  but  a  privileged  few 
adherents  of  that  religion  who  desire  to  enter 
Russian  territory.  We  understand  that  a  reply 
to  the  Jewish  community's  representations  has 
now  been  received  from  the  Foreign  Office,  and 
that  Sir  Edward  Grey  professes  himself  unable 
to  go  back  upon  decisions  given  by  his  prede- 
cessors in  and  in  188.1.  The  Foreign 
Secretary  is  convinced  that  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Government  to  demand  the 
observance  of  what  many  regard  as  both 
the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  Anglo- 
Russian  Commercial  Treaty  of  1859  would 
have  no  other  effect  than  the  termination 
of  that  Treaty.  By  this  reasoning,  however, 
acquiescence  in  the  most  flagrant  breaches  of  all 
manner  of  conventions  might  equally  well  be 
justified.  Moreover,  the  composition  of  differ- 
ences of  this  nature  is  very  clearly  provided  for 
by  the  Hague  Convention  signed  in  1907  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  a  pacific  settlement  of 
international  conflicts.  Putting  aside  this  some- 
what childish  excuse,  however,  it  may  justly  be 
claimed  that  the  decisions  given  in  1862  and  in 
1881  cannot  be  regarded  as  binding  our  Govern- 
ment to-day,  in  the  first  place,  because  the 
latter  of  them  was  founded  on  a  very  patent 
misunderstanding,  and  in  the  second  place 
because  neither  of  them  referred  to  the  denial  to 
British  Jews  of  the  right  of  free  entry  into 
Russia — a  question  which,  in  point  of  fact,  had 
never  arisen  then.  Hence  the  non-possumus 
attitude  taken  up  by  the  Foreign  Office  is  par- 
ticularly discon  verting,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
means  will  be  found,  in  Parliament  and  else- 
where, to  convince  Sir  Edward  Grey  that  he  has 
not  yet  given  adequate  attention  to  a  matter  which 
seriously  affects  the  interests  of  thousands  of 
British  citizens. 

Surveying  the  question  broadly,  we  may  define 
the  issue  in  the  following  way.  Russia,  for 
reasons  connected  with  her  own  domestic  adminis- 
tration, regards  her  Jewish  subjects  as  a  class  of 
people  to  whom  it  would  be  unwise  to  grant  full 
privileges  of  citizenship  ;  accordingly,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  she  shuts  them  up  in  a  Pale  of  Settle- 
ment, from  which  they  may  not  emerge  to  other 
parts  of  her  Empire,  restricts  their  right  of  trad- 
ing, excludes  them  from  certain  occupations,  and 
in  other  ways  subjects  them  to  very  oppressive 
treatment.  That,  of  course,  is  an  affair  to  be 
settled  between  the  Russian  Government  and  the 
Russian  people.  It  is,  however,  quite  a  different 
matter  when  Russia  claims  to  differentiate  between 
the  subjects  of  another  country  in  exactly  the 
same  way.  British  nationality  is  the  same  for 
Jews  as  it  is  for  non-Jews,  and  therefore  in  sub- 
jecting British  Jews  in  Russia  to  special  regula- 


tions which  do  not  apply  to  their  compatriots  in 
general  the  Russian  Government  is  making  a 
wholly  unwarrantable  distinction,  and  is  subject- 
ing British  citizenship  to  a  classification  which 
cannot  for  a  moment  be  recognised  by  this 
country.  Great  Britain  has  never  contemplated 
withholding  her  full  prelection  from  any  of  her 
fully-qualified  subjects  travelling  abroad  ;  other- 
wise, why  are  not  the  passports  of  her  Jewish 
citizens  endorsed  to  the  effect  that  in  Russia  they 
cannot  claim  the  rights  secured  by  Treaty  to 
British  subjects  generally  ?  As  to  the  Treaty 
itself,  in  previous  articles  we  have  shown  that 
its  wording  cannot  reasonably  be  interpreted  as 
justifying  Russia  in  making  any  discrimination 
of  this  nature ;  it  is  provided  expressly  that 
British  subjects  in  Russia,  and  rice  versa,  are  to 
be  amenable  to  the  laws  and  regulations  that  are 
"generally  applicable  to  all  foreigners."  If  it  is 
argued  that  in  considering  this  agreement  the 
unexpressed  intention  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment at  the  time  must  be  taken  into  account, 
and  that  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  Russia 
contemplated  relieving  Jewish  visitors  from 
abroad  from  the  disabilities  imposed  upon  her 
own  Jews,  a  very  complete  answer  may  be 
furnished.  In  the  first  place,  foreign  Jews 
visiting  Russia  are  subjected  to  special  regula- 
tions, contained  in  the  Passport  Statute  and  the 
Commercial  C<;de,  whio*-  have  no  connection 
with  the  exceptional  laws  governing  native 
Jews.  Secondly,  at  the  time  when  the  Treaty 
was  drawn  up  the  Russian  Government,  under 
the  liberal  influence  of  Alexander  II..  was  con- 
sidering a  scheme  for  improving  the  status  of 
Russian  Jews,  with  a  view  eventually  to  their 
complete  emancipation.  This  scheme  was  to  be 
realised  by  means  of  a  process  of  "  assimila- 
tion," and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  it  was 
intended  to  pave  the  way  by  placing  the  emanci- 
pated Jews  of  Great  Britain  who  came  to  Russia 
in  a  position  of  complete  equality  with  the  rest  of 
the  population.  Thirdly,  it  is  highly  important 
to  note  that  in  1860,  the  year  following  the 
negotiation  of  the  Anglo-Russian  Treaty,  Russia 
concluded  a  treaty  with  Austria  in  which  she 
definitely  stipulated  that  her  domestic  laws 
relating  to  Jews  should  be  applied  al*o  to 
Austrian  Jews  within  her  Empire  ;  evidently  she 
did  not  consider  the  Jews  of  Austria,  who  were 
mostly  of  the  same  type  as  her  own  Jewish 
subjects,  to  be  as  qualified  to  prepare  the  path 
for  emancipation  as  were  their  more  cultured 
co-religionists  in  England.  In  the  last  place,  we 
have  to  ask  ourselves  the  question :  Would  Great 
Britain  have  signed  the  Treaty  of  1859  (a  year 
after  the  abolition  of  the  final  Jewish  disabili- 
ties under  her  own  Constitution)  if  it  had  been 
understood  that  it  subjected  her  Jewish  subjects 
in  Russia  to  infinitely  worse  disabilities  than 
they  had  ever  experienced  in  this  country  since 
the  Resettlement  ? 

We  have  still  to  consider  the  Russian  authori- 
ties' refusal,  except  in  a  few  special  instances,  to 
viser  the  passports  of  British  Jews,  thus  virtually 
excluding  them  from  Russia.  This,  as  we  have 
said,  is  a  question  which  the  decisions  of  1862 
and  1881  do  not  touch,  and  it  is  one  on  which 
Sir  Edward  Grey  has  consistently  shirked 
giving  his  opinion.  To  justify  this  attitude  of 
the  Russian  Government,  not  even  the  "  spirit  " 
of  the  Treaty  of  1859  can  be  invoked,  since  it  was 
not  until  many  years  later  that  it  was  adopted  ; 


and  the  letter  of  the  Treaty  is  definite  enough  on 
the  subject  of  "  free  entry."  It  is  easy  enough 
to  understand  why  the  policy  of  practical  exclu- 
sion has  been  adopted.  The  Russian  Govern- 
ment sees  that  the  unrestricted  entry  of  foreign 
Jews  is  calculated  to  place  it  in  a  quandary  : 
either  the  imposition  of  oppressive  restrictions 
on  them  will  cause  it  an  infinity  of  trouble 
with  other  Powers,  or  the  removal  of  those 
restrictions  will  render  its  attitude  towards  its 
own  Jewish  subjects  even  more  indefensible  than 
it  is  at  present.  And  yet  eight  years  ago  a 
Commission  composed  of  some  of  the  most 
prominent  Conservatives  and  Juda^ophobes  in 
Russia  recommended  the  abolition  of  the  special 
passport  regulations  for  foreign  Jews.  The  fact 
is,  of  course,  that  the  present  Russian  Ministry 
is  more  illiberal  in  its  attitude  towards  the  Jewish 
question  than  almost  any  of  its  predecessors,  and 
it  is  only  by  keeping  foreign  Jews  out  of  the  country 
that  it  can  prevent  its  hand  from  being  forced 
in  the  direction  of  reform.  By  shutting  his  eyes 
to  the  indefensible  character  of  Russia's  exclu- 
sion of  properly  qualified  British  Jews  Sir 
Edward  Grey  is  lending  valuable  aid  to  the 
Reactionary  campaign  in  that  country,  and  is 
at  the  same  time  acquiescing  in  a  manifest 
in  justice  to  the  Jews  of  this  country  and  a  gross 
affront  to  the  dignity  of  British  citizenship. 


RUSSIAN    ARMY  REALITIES. 


II.* — "  Reforms  "  Since  the  Japanese 
War. 


[From  a  Russian  Correspondent.] 
Among  the  most  admittedly  distinguished  Russian 
generals  to-day  there  is  not  one  whose  name  is  not 
associated  with  the  memory  of  some  defeat  in  the 
Russo-Japanese  War. 

In  that  contest  the  training  of  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  men  betrayed  the  most  flagrant 
deficiency.  Where  the  guas  happened  to  be  in  good 
condition,  the  men  did  not  know  how  to  make  use 
of  them,  because  they  were  new  to  the  work ; 
where  the  men  were  smart  enough  to  become 
familiar  with  their  handling,  either  the  shells  were 
ineffective  (when  they  did  not  refuse  to  go  off  alto- 
gether), or  the  guns,  owing  to  their  defective  make, 
could  not  be  controlled,  and  thus  became  absolutely 
useless. 

Hence  the  defeat  and  overthrow  of  the  Russian 
Army.  Then  the  bureaucracy,  in  spite  of  its  pro- 
verbial professional  blindness,  realised  that  reforms 
were  indispensable.  What  was  done  may  be  set 
forth  in  very  simple  form. 

1.  It  set  about  reducing  the  period  of  service  in 
the  infantry  alone  from  four  to  three  years.  Both 
public  and  expert  opinion  have  long  since  recognised 
that  this  reform  is  necessary  above  all  in  the  artil- 
lery, where  the  demoralisation  that  comes  from 
barrack  life  and  a  senseless  discipline  is  most 
dangerous. 

2.  The  cavalry  uniform  was  changed ;  a  more 
brilliant  equipment  was  designed  for  the  Uhlans, 
Cuirassiers,  and  Guards.  Every  week  some  different 
change  was  made  in  their  uniform,  to  such  an  exi.ent 
that  the  officers  themselves  could  scarcely  keep  pace 
with  the  innovations. 

The   Vicissitudes   of  the  Drum. 

3.  Recognising  that  the  drum  was  a  useless 
weapon  of  warfare,  the  authorities  at  first  abolished 
it,  and  so  increased  the  fighting  strength  of  the 
Army  by  ten  thousand  men.  Soon,  however,  they 
revised  iheir  opinion,  and  the  drum  was  reinstated. 
In  time  of  peace  it  serves  to  drown  the  cries  of  the 
poor  wretches  who  are  being  Hogged  in  the  prisons. 

4.  The  leather  scabbard  was  replaced  by  one  made 
of  metal. 

5.  The  custom  of  stopping  in  order  to  salute  a 

*The  previous  article  appeared  on  November  2olh, 
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general  was  abolished.  Hut,  as  was  the  case  with 
the  drum,  this  seemed  too  bold  a  reform,  and  the  old 
tradition  was  restored. 

6.  The  commission  for  milita-y  reorganisation 
which  introdu  ed  moditicatians  in  respect  of  the 
drum  and  the  etiquette  of  saluting  was  dissolved  by 
the  Government  as  being  too  radical,  and  another 
was  appointed. 

7.  This  commission  decided  that  initiative  ought 
to  be  encouraged  among  the  officers.  The  Govern- 
ment fell  into  a  panic,  and  dissolved  the  second  com- 
mission, which  died  before  it  was  born. 

8.  The  officers'  pay  was  increased,  and  the  condi- 
tions of  retirement  improved.  Those  officers  who 
distinguished  themselves  in  the  repression  of 
domestic  disorders  were  specially  favoured.  Hut 
civil  strife  is  no  apprenticeship  for  real  war. 

c).  Several  Army  corps  were  withdrawn  from  the 
German  frontier  and  sent  to  the  interior  ;  certain 
fortresses  on  the  same  frontier  were  abolished.  The 
Russian  papers  suffered  numerous  tines  and  their 
editors  numerous  sentences  of  imprisonment  for 
making  references  to  this  "  reform."  But  in  Germany 
Major  von  Maxden  published  a  pamphlet  on  the 
"  secret  "  dispersal  of  the  Russian  Army  on  the  Russo- 
German  frontier. 

Wo   Improvement   in  Training. 

A  few  other  facts  may  be  given. 

The  training  of  the  troops  has  undergone  no 
change  ;  the  aim  is  merely  that  both  officers  and  men 
shall  be  kept  occupied  all  the  time.  These  occupa- 
tions are  so  empty  and  useless  that  the  officers  often 
leave  the  service,  and  the  men  express  their  disaffec- 
tion by  violent  methods.  Within  the  barracks  no 
regard  is  paid  to  the  personality  of  the  Army — 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  men  ;  a 
colonel  will  treat  his  officers  in  the  most  humiliating 
fashion,  even  in  the  presence  of  inferiors. 

Nothing  has  been  done  to  check  the  thefts  r f 
the  commissariat  staff  and  the  malpractices  of  the 
troop  commandants  ;  this  is  proved  by  countless 
prosecutions.  From  this  point  of  view  the  demoralisa- 
tion of  the  Army  is  complete. 

The  Okhrana  has  its  agents  in  every  corps  and  in 
all  departments  of  the  staff  ;  everybody  is  subjected 
to  its  secret  surveillance.  This  system  of  espionage 
is  sanctioned  by  the  Minister  of  War,  and  no  one, 
whether  officer  or  private  soldier,  is  safe  from  it. 

What,  under  these  conditions,  can  the  strength  of 
an  Army  be  ?  It  may  be  declared  that,  in  spite  of  its 
huge  expenditure,  the  Russian  Army  is  weaker  now 
than  it  was  before  the  Manchurian  War.  In  Russia 
we  see  the  truth  of  the  modern  military  principle 
borne  out  :  where  the  citizens  are  not  guaranteed  the 
elementary  rights  of  man,  you  will  not  get  good 
.-oldiers. 


SUPPRESSION   OF   THE  PRESS. 


The  Golos  Moskvy,  the  Octobrist  organ,  has  been 
fined  by  the  Prefect  of  Moscow  300  roubles  for  the 
publication  of  an  article  entitled  "  A  New  Party." 
Failing  payment,  the  editor  is  to  be  imprisoned  for 
two  months. 

The  Sibirskaya  yizn,  of  Tomsk,  has  been  fined  300 
roubles  for  an  article  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
annexation  of  Siberia. 

Dr.  Abramovitch,  of  Ekaterinoslav,  has  been 
deported  to  Siberia  by  administrative  order  for 
having  contributed  articles  on  the  abuses  at  the  Lena 
mines  to  the  metropolitan  newspapers. 

The  Russkia  Vycdomosti,  of  Moscow,  has  been  fined 
500  roubles  for  the  publication  of  an  article  entitled 
"St.  Petersburg  Notes." 

The  Russoc  Slovo,  of  Moscow,  has  been  fined  200 
roubles  for  a  note  headed  "  A  Jubilee  Fine." 

A  number  of  the  Sibirskaya  Jizn,  of  Tomsk,  has 
been  confiscated  on  account  of  an  article  on  the  late 
Count  Tolstoy,  and  the  editor  is  to  be  prosecuted  in 
vi'  tue  of  Article  129  of  the  Penal  Code. 

The  Odessa  Slovo  has  been  fined  100  roubles  for  an 
article  entitled  "  Round  the  Factories  and  Work- 
shops." 

The  Committee  of  the  Semenoff  Public  Library  at 
Kur^k  has  had  the  daring  to  disobey  the  order  issued  by 
the  Governor,  M.  Muratoff,  to  subscribe  exclusively 
to  the  Novot  Vrctnya  and  the  Reactionary  papers. 
The  Committee  states  in  its  reply  that  in  its  choice 
of  newspapers  it  has  never  been  animated  by  sub- 
versive tendencies,  but  merely  followed  the  Censor- 
ship regulations  and  the  Ministerial  circulars  on  the 
subject.  The  Committee  does  not  see  its  way  to 
comply  with  his  Excellency's  order,  as  it  had  no  legal 
foundation. 


Typhus  is  raging  in  the  Chelabinsk  district  of 
Orenburg,  where  the  authorities  declare  they 
possess  no  means  for  combating  the  epidemic.  Both 
gastric  typhus  and  diphtheria  have  broken  out  in  the 
Ishirn  district  of  Tobolsk. 

The  former  Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior,  M. 
Zinovieff,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Council  of  State, 
anticipates  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  passage 
of  the  Polish  Municipal  Bill  through  the  Upper 
Chamber,  where  it  is  considered  by  many  to  be  of  a 
demagogical  character. 


THE    ODESSA    "  MIRACLE." 

What  Happened  to  the  Jewish  Vote  in 
the    City  Elections. 

We  referred  last  week  to  the  amazing  result  of  the 
elections  in  the  city  of  Odessa,  where,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  large  Jewish  vote  was  cast  solid  for  the 
Progressive  candidates,  two  extreme  Reactionaries, 
Professor  Levasheff  and  Bishop  Anatolius,  were 
declared  elected.  It  is  quite  clear  that  the  most 
shameless  manipulation  of  the  ballot-papers  took 
place  here,  since  it  is  known  that  in  the  first  curia 
Advocate  Sliosberg,  a  Jewish  Cadet,  who  was  officially 
credited  with  a  little  over  700  votes,  actually  received 
nearly  a  thousand  Jewish  votes  alone,  to  say  nothing 
of  those  given  him  by  the  many  non-Jewish  Pro- 
gressive electors.  As  in  this  curia  the  total  number 
of  electors  barely  exceeded  1,800,  it  is  beyond  all 
doubt  that  Advocate  Sliosberg  really  received  a 
majority  of  the  votes.  The  same  thing  happened  in 
the  second  curia,  where  it  has  been  ascertained  that 
M.  Nikolsky,  the  Cadet  candidate,  received  over 
11,500  Jewish  and  Christian  votes. 

Impediments  and  Obstructions. 

A  writer  in  the  Retch,  M.  Levin,  refers  to  this 
election  as  the  "  Odessa  Miracle."    He  says  : — 

It  appears  to  have  been  easier  for  a  camel  to  pass 
through  the  eye  of  a  needle  than  for  a  Jewish  elector 
of  Odessa  to  get  to  the  ballot-box  and  drop  in  his 
voting-paper,  in  view  of  the  numerous  obstructions 
and  impediments  of  every  kind  which  were  placed 
in  his  way.  He  was  driven  from  the  town-hall  to 
the  police-station,  and  from  the  police-station  to  the 
town- hall,  where  he  was  required  to  produce  all 
kinds  of  certificates — viz.,  of  the  fact  that  he  was 
born  ;  that  he  was  still  alive  ;  that  he  had  not  died 
in  the  interval  ;  that  he  had  not  been  buried  ;  that 
he  had  borne  his  present  name  from  the  day  of 
his  birth,  and  that  it  had  always  been  written  in  the 
very  same  way  as  it  had  pleased  the  town  clerk  to 
spell  it  when  he  was  drawing  up  the  electoral 
register.  Like  the  magical  acts  of  demon  powers, 
the  tracing  of  Jewish  names  is  only  valid  when  all  its 
letters  are  there,  and  each  in  its  proper  place.  With 
the  patience  characteristic  of  his  race,  the  Jewish 
elector  of  Odessa  resolutely  and  laboriously  procured 
all  those  certificates  and  attestations,  which  were 
indispensable  to  his  caie,  although  superfluous  for 
everybody  else.  He  went  from  the  committee  to  the 
police-station,  from  the  police-station  to  the  town- 
hall,  and  from  the  town-hall  back  to  the  committee. 
Like  a  hunted  animal  he  rushed  through  the  streets 
of  Odessa,  carrying  in  his  pocket  the  precious 
envelope  from  the  town-hall  containing  his  voting- 
paper,  and  fighting  his  way  to  the  ballot-box. 

"  Young  Strangers." 

Heaven  itself  had  sided  against  him,  for  on  election 
day  there  was  an  incessant  downpour  of  rain.  The 
Jewish  electors  were  kept  outside  for  a  long  time  by 
the  committee,  who  hoped  that  the  shower  would 
drive  them  home.  But  while  the  rain  from  heaven 
was  falling  on  the  just  and  unjust  alike,  the  earthly 
elements  were  acting  with  strict  discrimination. 
Detachments  of  certain  "young  strangers,"  who  had 
been  trained  under  General  Tolmatcheff,  were 
detailed  to  patrol  all  the  streets  and  crossings  on  the 
route  of  the  Jewish  elector,  who  was  running  from 
one  office  to  another.  At  the  sight  of  him  the  detach- 
ments would  run  up  and  surround  him  like  a  hostile 
army.  Needless  to  say,  they  were  all  zealous  adherents 
of  Bishop  Anatolius  and  Professor  Levasheff.  They 
persuaded  the  Jewish  elector,  with  Christian  gentle- 
ness, that  he  had  better  go  home  and  not  lead  them 
into  the  temptation  of  ripping  his  intestines  and  his 
feather-beds  alike.  Is  it  not  a  miracle,  indeed,  that, 
in  spite  of  all  these  impediments,  the  Jewish  electors 
reached  the  ballot-boxes  in  such  considerable 
numbers  ? 

The   Greatest   Miracle  of  All. 

But  this,  after  all,  is  not  the  real  Odessa  miracle  ; 
the  greatest  miracle  occurred  lat'.-r  on,  inside  the 
ballot-box  itself.  Only  think  of  it  :  the  Jewish  elector 
went  through  this  desperate  struggle,  overcame  all 
these  impediments,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  plumping 
his  vote  for — the  candidates  of  the  Union  of  the 
Russian  People,  for  the  men  who  publicly  profess 
pogromist  convictions  !  Both  Professor  Levasheff 
and  Bishop  Anatolius  have  been  elected  by  Jewish 
votes  !  But  if  the  Jewish  elector  desired  and  sought 
this  result,  what  need  had  he  to  waste  his  efforts  and 
exertions  ':  It  would  have  been  so  much  easier  to 
stop  at  home,  instead  of  standing  and  running  about 
in  the  rain,  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  "young 
strangers,"  and  engaging  in  disputes  with  the  electoral, 
municipal,  and  police  officials,  since  the  result  would 
have  been  exactly  the  same.  This  was  evident  to 
the  "young  strangers,"  as  well  as  to  all  those  officials 
who  were  encouraging  the  Jewish  elector  by  every 
conceivable  means  to  stay  at  home.  1'nless  we 
assume  that  all  the  Jewish  electors  of  Odessa  were 
suddenly  seized  by  wholesale  madness,  or  that,  on 


their  way  to  the  ballot-boxes,  all  the  Odessa  Sauls 
were  suddenly  and  miraculously  converted  into  as 
many  Pauls,  it  only  remains  to  admit  another  miracle, 
equally  great,  although  not  so  brilluntlv  illumi- 
nated— viz.,  the  intervention  of  the  "finger."  In 
sacred  legends  we  frequently  read  how  the  wicked 
wiles  of  the  devil,  intended  to  ruin  the  tempted 
saint,  are  turned  to  his  salvation  by  the  intervention 
of  watchful  guardians.  And  this  is  what  must  have 
happened  here.  The  "finger"  has  intervened,  and 
the  Jewish  voting-papers,  which  were  intended  to 
defeat  them,  h»ve  raised  Bishop  Anatolius  and  Pro- 
fessor Levasheff  to  the  rank  of  Duma  deputies.  And 
this  has  happened  for  the  confusion  of  the  Jews  of 
Odessa  and  for  the  greater  glory  of  Bishop  Anatolius 
and  Professor  Levasheff. 

Owing  to  the  numerous  complaints  against  the 
falsifications  practised  at  the  Odessa  elections,  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  has  requested  the  Prefect  of 
Odessa  to  forward  him  a  report  on  the  subject.  Pro- 
fessor Levasheff  seems  to  be  doubtful  himself 
whether  his  election  will  be  confirmed  by  the  Duma, 
as  he  has  not  yet  tendered  his  resignation  as  Rector 
of  Odessa  University. 


THE    NEW  DUMA. 

Nationalist   Scheme  for    a  Working 
Majority. 

The  Government  has  evidenily  already  given  up 
hope  of  having  at  its  disposal  a  purely  Right 
majority, even  with  the  help  of  the  Nationalists.  One 
of  its  inspired  agents,  M.  Krupensky,  now  comes 
forward  with  a  scheme  for  forming  a  working 
majority,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  Russia,  a  "  Centre,'' 
composed  of  Nationalists  and  Octobrists  under  the 
name  of  the  Moderate  Right.  This,  it  may  be 
remembered,  was  the  original  name  of  the  National- 
ists, who  are  now  alarmed  for  their  future.  M. 
Krupensky,  whose  inglorious  career  we  recentlv 
sketched,  claims  to  be  a  Nationalist  in  the  best  sense 
of  the  word,  as  opposed  to  the  extreme  and  "  border- 
land :'  Nationalism  of  Purishkevitch,  whom  he 
defeated  in  Bessarabia  and  compelled  to  find  Parlia- 
mentary shelter  in  the  government  of  Kursk. 

Prince  Meschersky,  in  the  Grazhdanin,  declares 
himself  sceptical  as  to  the  chances  of  a  Natienalist- 
Octobrist  combination,  since  the  advanced  Octo- 
brists would  gravitate  towards  the  Cadets. 

"As  for  the  Nationalists,  whose  distinguishing 
features  are  foolishness,  lack  of  principles,  and 
absence  of  convictions,"  he  says,  "  they  are  sure  to 
prove  a  somewhat  shaky  foundation  for  a  Centre, 
since  before  every  division  they  will  be  anxious  to 
know  what  is  expected  from  them  in  high  places, 
while  the  matter  in  itself  is  quite  indifferent  to  them. 
One  of  the  prominent  Nationalists,  Krupenskv,  is 
already  assuming  an  air  of  having  withdrawn  from 
them,  but  he  does  not  seem  yet  to  know  himself 
which  party  he  is  to  join,  since  this  will  depend  on 
the  particular  Ministerial  ante-chamber  that  may 
open  its  doors  to  him." 

Orel  Irregularities. 

The  first  protest  against  an  irregular  election  has 
reached  the  bureau  of  the  new  Duma  from  Orel. 
The  petitioner  is  Baron  Wrangel.  Having  been  dis- 
qualified by  the  local  authorities,  he  was  reinstated 
in  his  franchise  by  the  Senate  ;  the  authorities,  how- 
ever, had  attained  their  purpose,  as  the  Senatorial 
reinstatement  only  came  after  the  election.  The 
Baron's  protest  to  the  provincial  committee  against 
their  action  in  irregularly  placing  on  the  register  the 
name  of  their  favoured  candidate  M.  Rostovtseff, 
who  was  .actually  returned  to  the  Duma,  likewise 
came  on  for  consideration  after  the  election. 

In  demanding  the  invalidation  of  the  election  of 
M.  Rostovtseff,  who  is  an  Octobrist,  Baron  Wrangel 
points  out  that  if  governors  and  government  com- 
mittees are  allowed  to  disfranchise  at  their  will,  even 
though  only  temporarily,  any  undesirable  voter, 
they  can  always  do  it  so  late  as  to  leave  no  time  for 
any  effective  protest. 

St.  Petersburg  at  the  present  moment  is  the  resort 
of  the  provincial  governors.  These  might}'  satraps, 
many  of  whom  are  the  terror  of  the  local  population, 
are  now  themselves  filled  with  fear  and  trembling, 
as  they  will  be  required  to  render  an  account  to  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  of  their  conduct  of  the  elec- 
toral campaign,  in  which  they  are  far  from  having 
been  uniformly  successful.  Those  who  are  conscious 
of  having  done  their  duty  towards  the  official  candi- 
dates, and  whose  efforts  have  been  crowned  with 
success,  are  counting  on  being  promoted  to  more 
important  and  profitable  provinces.  The  governor- 
ships of  Nijni  Novgorod  and  Minsk,  rendered  vacant 
bv  the  election  to  the  Duma  of  their  present  holders, 
arc  already  exciting  the  appetites  of  less  favoured 
officials. 


Some  fifty  searches  and  arrests  were  made  in  St. 
Petersburg  on  November  20th  and  21st. 
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NOTES. 


The    Duma  Majority. 

The  political  prophets  are  still  busy  with  pre- 
dictions regarding  the  grouping  of  the  new  Duma, 
and  it  is  still  impossible  to  name  with  any  con- 
fidence the  precise  elements  of  which  the 
majority  will  be  composed.  Those  members 
of  the  Nationalist  group  who  claim  to  be  more 
"  moderate  "  than  their  fellows,  and  who  repudiate 
the  "borderland"  Nationalism  of  M.  Purishke- 
vitch  and  his  followers,  have  formed  a  scheme 
for  dominating  the  Duma  in  union  with  the 
Oetobrists.  Such  a  project  is  damned  at  once 
in  the  eyes  of  all  sane  men  of  affairs  by  the  fact 
that  it  is  fathered  by  M.  Krupensky,  one  of  the 
most  notorious  mountebanks  in  Russian  politics. 
In  any  case  it  does  not  appear  to  be  workable 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  "  moderate " 
Nationalists  and  the  Oetobrists  between  them 
do  not  form  anything  like  a  majority  in  the 
Duma  ;  they  would  have  to  adapt  themselves  to 
the  ideas  either  of  the  Extreme  Right  (who  are 
the  largest  party  in  the  House,  and  therefore 
the  most  vital  consideration  to  any  group  of 
majority-mongers)  or  of  the  Liberals  (between 
whom  and  the  Nationalists  co-operation  is  incon- 
ceivable). The  most  likely  combination  is  one 
between  the  Right,  the  Nationalists,  and  the 
"  Right "  wing  of  the  Oetobrists ;  but  we  are 
quite  prepared  to  find  that  there  will  be  no 
working  majority  at  all,  and  that  the  fourth 
Duma  will  in  consequence  enjoy  but  a  brief 
existence. 

A  Legislative  Programme. 

The  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  of  the  Daily 
Telegraph,  writing  on  Sunday,  sends  what  pur- 
ports to  be  a  forecast  of  the  Government's 
legislative  programme  for  the  coming  session. 
Included  in  it,  it  is  said,  are  a  number  of  measures 
against  "the  ever-increasing  settlement  of 
foreigners  within  Russia's  frontier  regions ; " 
further  attempts  are  to  be  made  to  "  russify " 
Finland  by  the  introduction  of  Russian  Customs, 
a  Russian  State  Bank,  Russian  Press  restrictions, 
and,  it  might  have  been  added,  the  Russian 
judicial  system  ;  and  reforms  are  to  be  made  in 
simplifying  the  registration  of  industrial  com- 
panies and  regulating  the  export  of  grain.  It  is 
exhilarating  to  learn  that  some  "  reforms  "  are 
to  be  introduced.  But  what  a  programme  !  No 
reference  to  the  crying  abuses  under  which 
millions  of  the  population  sirffer,  no  hint  of  the 
relaxation  of  the  oppressive  bonds  in  which  the 
Jews  are  enslaved — nothing  but  further  restric- 
tion and  repression,  with  the  simplification  of 
the  company  laws  thrown  in  as  a  sop.  If  the 
programme  that  is  to  be  laid  before  the  fourth 
Duma  is  to  be  shaped  entirely  on  these  lines, 
then  the  sooner  its  life  and  the  accompanying 
farce  are  ended  the  better  will  the  world  be  able 
to  appreciate  the  worth  of  the  Russian  Parlia- 
mentary system. 

Odessa  Revelations. 

Some  considerable  time  is  likely  to  elapse 
before  we  hear  the  last  of  the  Duma  elections. 


The  official  scandals  by  which  they  were  accom- 
panied eclipse  anything  of  the  kind  yet  witnessed 
even  in  Russia,  and  we  are  only  now  beginning 
to  learn  of  the  exact  methods  by  which  the 
ranks  of  the  Reactionaries  were  so  remarkably 
strengthened.  Elsewhere  we  publish  an  amazing 
narrative  of  what  is  described  as  the  "  Odessa 
Miracle."  There  is,  it  is  well  known,  a  very 
large  Jewish  population  in  Odessa,  and  in  the 
first  city  curia,  at  any  rate,  the  Jews  undoubtedly 
form  a  majority  of  the  electorate.  Private 
investigation  has  elicited  the  fact  that  in  both 
curias  4  he  Jewish  vote  was  cast  practically 
solid  for  the  Cadet  candidates,  who  also  received 
a  large  measure  of  support  from  the  non-Jewish 
electors.  The  figures  given  in  the  official  retura, 
however,  credit  these  candidates  with  a  smaller 
number  of  votes  than  that  given  in  their 
favour  by  the  Jews  alone,  so  that  obviously 
the  ballot-boxes  were  tampered  with  in  the  most 
flagrant  and  shameless  manner.  Thus  it  comes 
about  that  a  constituency  that  is  known  to  be 
Liberal  is  "  represented  "  in  the  Duma  by  two 
extreme  Reactionaries — one  a  Bishop  and  the 
other  the  notorious  Rector  of  Odessa  University, 
under  whose  regime  a  once  flourishing  seat  of 
learning  has  been  transformed  into  a  ruin  and  a 
haunt  of  vice.  We  trust  that  the  Duma  will 
insist  on  the  most  searching  investigation  being 
made  at  Odessa,  as  well  as  in  the  other  con- 
stituencies where  the  validity  of  the  election 
proceedings  is  questioned. 


THE    ELECTIONS    AND  AFTER. 


A  Jew  to  the  Rescue. 

The  interesting  announcement  is  made  that 
Professor  Israels,  the  well-known  Jewish  phy- 
sician, has  been  summoned  from  Berlin  to  St. 
Petersburg  to  attend  the  Tsarevitch,  whose  illness 
is  rumoured  to  be  of  a  more  serious  and  per- 
manent nature  than  is  officially  admitted.  We 
wonder  whether  the  Russian  authorities  will 
raise  any  difficulties  in  the  way  of  granting  the 
necessary  visa  to  Dr.  Israels'  passport  ;  if  not,  he 
will  be  favoured  in  a  most  marked  fashion 
above  the  generality  of  his  co-religionists.  It 
may  be  remembered  that  the  Commission  which 
sat  in  St.  Petersburg  in  1903  under  the  chair- 
manship of  M.  Durnovo,  and  which  ineffectually 
recommended  the  abolition  of  passport  restric- 
tions for  Jews,  was  partly  influenced  in  its  deci- 
sion by  the  consideration  that,  when  a  Jewish 
doctor  was  summoned  from  abroad  to  attend  a 
Russian,  he  usually  arrived  just  in  time  to  follow 
his  patient's  funeral.  Perhaps  Dr.  Israels  will 
find  an  opportunity  during  his  stay  in  Russia 
of  impressing  the  authorities  with  the  unreason- 
ing nature  of  the  restrictions  at  present  prac- 
tised. 

A  Ban  on  Beethoven. 

The  authorities  at  Cherson  have  achieved 
what  must  almost  be  a  record  in  matters  cen- 
sorial. Officials  of  the  stamp  of  M.  Muratoff 
have  accustomed  us  to  all  manner  of  suppressive 
activity  in  the  field  of  literature,  and  in  this 
respect  we  have  long  reached  the  stage  where 
nothing  can  surprise  us.  In  Cherson,  however, 
the  censorship  has  transferred  its  attention  for 
the  time  from  letters  to  music.  Some  composers, 
it  appears,  are  dangerous  in  their  effect  on  the 
minds  of  Russian  subjects,  menacing  Heaven 
knows  what  evil  to  the  State.  Such  an  one  is — 
Beethoven !  At  any  rate,  the  performance  of 
his  "  Heroic  "  Symphony  has  been  prohibited  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  a  panegyric  of  Napoleon. 
Presumably  it  is  feared  that  a  musical  tribute  to 
"Boney's"  greatness  is  calculated  to  fill  Russian 
breasts  with  revolutionary  inspiration  ;  unless, 
of  course,  the  prohibition  has  been  occasioned  by 
a  desire  not  to  offend  Republican  sentiments  in 
France  itself.  But  perhaps  it  would  be  wiser, 
on  second  thoughts,  not  to  pursue  our  criticism 
too  far ;  we  seem  to  remember  a  not  very  dis- 
similar episode  in  our  own  country  in  connection 
with  The  Mikado. 


Wholesale  Arrests  of  Working  Men. 

The  Okhrana  service  is  now  very  active  at  Eka- 
terinoslav,  where  hardly  a  night  passes  without  a 
dozen  or  more  arrests  being  made  among  those  who 
took  any  active  part  in  the  election  for  the  workmen's 
curia.  Whoever  had  the  misfortune  to  be  elected 
as  a  delegate  is  doomed,  as  well  as  those  who  had 
the  temerity  to  speak  or  preside  at  any  of  the  meet- 
ings. Their  fate  is  made  sufficiently  clear  by  the 
well-meant  advice  volunteered  by  the  authorities  to 
the  relatives  ot  the  prisoners  to  provide  the  latter 
with  warm  clothing,  as  they  are  on  the  eve  of  a 
long  journey.  The  few  who  may  be  fortunate 
enough  to  be  released  are  threatened  with  starvation 
at  home,  as  they  are  not  likely  to  be  taken  on  again 
in  the  factories  in  view  of  the  general  reduction  of 
hands  in  consequence  of  the  shortage  of  coal  for 
industrial  purposes. 


THE   TOLSTOY  ANNIVERSARY. 


University    Buildings    Surrounded  by 
Police. 


On  November  20  the  approaches  to  the  St.  Peters- 
burg University  buildings  presented  the  appearance 
of  an  armed  camp.  Passers  by  who  stopped  to 
wonder  at  the  sight  of  the  bivouac  got  from  their 
better-informed  neighbours  the  significant  explana- 
tion, "  Don't  you  know  that  to-day  is  the  Tolstoy 
anniversary  ? " 

It  was,  indeed,  in  order  to  pre\ent  any  celebration 
of  the  anniversary  by  the  students  that  a  large  force 
of  police  had  been  drawn  from  all  parts  of  the 
capital  and  concentrated  round  the  University,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Kryloff. 

At  the  University  of  Kiev  the  singing  of  a  Requiem 
by  the  students  on  the  second  anniversary  of  the 
death  of  Count  Tolstoy  was  disturbed  by  the  "  Aca- 
demists,"  or  Black  Hundred  students.  A  light 
ensued,  in  which  the  police  intervened,  making 
20  arrests.  Similar  demonstrations  also  took  place  in 
the  street,  in  the  course  of  which  one  man  was  shot. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

The  prison  regime  under  which  Beilis  is  kept  has 
again  become  more  stringent. 

The  trial  of  M.  Krassovsky,  the  former  head  of  the 
Kiev  Detective  Department,  on  the  charge  of  having 
arrested  without  sufficient  cause  a  political  suspect, 
when  Commissary  of  Police  at  Skvira,  has  been  fixed 
for  to-day  (Wednesday).  It  will  be  remembered 
that  M.  Krassovsky  incurred  the  resentment  of  his 
superiors  by  his  endeavours  to  trace  the  murderers 
of  Yuschinsky,  instead  of  taking  the  "  ritual "  theory 
for  granted. 

M.  Mischuk,  another  detective  officer  engaged  in 
the  case,  has  been  acquitted  of  the  charge  of  having 
fabricated  evidence  to  disprove  the  theory  of  ritual 
murder. 


A  KISHINEV   POGROM  ECHO. 


On  November  19th  the  Moscow  District  Court 
adjourned,  at  the  request  of  both  parties,  the  case  of 
Pronin  v.  Urusoff,  owing  to  the  non-appearance  of  a 
large  number  of  essential  witnesses.  The  defendant 
is  Prince  Urusoff,  who  was  Governor  of  Bessarabia 
in  1903,  and  afterwards  a  member  of  the  first  Duma, 
where  he  exposed  the  official  pogrom  propaganda. 
The  plaintiff  Pronin  is  bringing  a  libel  action  against 
Prince  Urusoff  for  having  described  him  in  his  work, 
The  Letters  of  a  Governor,  published  in  1907,  as  one 
of  the  organisers  of  the  pogrom  at  Kishinev. 


THE    HOLM  BILL. 


The  Poles  are  flattering  themselves  with  the  hope 
that  the  Holm  Detachment  Bill  may  not  take  any 
practical  effect  after  all.  The  hope  is  based  on  the 
fact  that  the  Bill  passed  by  the  third  Duma  contains 
no  indication  of  the  date  of  putting  the  law  into 
operation.  A  Bill  providing  for  the  practical  intro- 
duction of  the  law  will  therefore  have  to  be  presented 
to  the  fourth  Duma,  where  owing  to  the  general 
unpopularity  of  the  measure,  it  ma}  not  secure  a 
majority.   

RUSSIA   AND    THE  U.S.A. 


Interviewed  with  regard  to  the  announcement 
made  by  the  St.  Petersburg  Telegraphic  Agency  of  the 
renewal  of  the  Russo-American  Commercial  Treaty, 
M.  Timiriazeff  stated  that  he  had  been  recently  told 
by  the  Minister  of  Commerce,  M.  Timasheff,  that  the 
relations  between  Russia  and  the  United  States 
would  remain  the  same  as  before,  without  any  formal 
Treaty. 
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THE    VANISHING  BRIGAND 
OF    THE  CAUCASUS. 

Romance  and   Mystery  of  Selim  Khan. 

IV." 

There  are  many  conflicting  theories  to  account  for 
the  will-o'-the-wisp  qualities  of  the  elusive  Selim 
Khan.  As  has  been  already  stated,  the  sceptics 
solve  the  c  fficulty  by  affirming  that  no  such  person 
exists,  that  he  is  a  myth,  a  convenient  stalking-horse 
to  cover  the  surreptitious  dealings  of  the  police.  Others 
again,  while  believing  in  the  existence  of  Selim  Khan, 
maintain  that  he  is  just  a  simple  brigand  like  any  other 
of  his  class,  but  that  his  name,  like  that  of  some  hero 
of  old,  has  gradually  become  eponymous,  and  now 
personifies  all  the  most  adventurous  exploits  of  the 
Caucasian  "  abreks  "  during  the  past  two  years.  As  to 
the  acts  of  brigandage  themselves  no  doubt  whatever 
is  entertained,  for  both  the  official  and  the  non-official 
Press,  as  well  as  the  bodies  of  the  slain,  are  there  to 
attest  to  their  reality. 

Among  the  various  attempts  to  explain  the  mystery 
of  Selim  Khan  one  of  the  most  popular,  both  in 
Russian  and  in  native  circles,  is  the  theory  of  the 
complicity  of  the  authorities.  The  existence  of  Selim 
Khan  is  said  to  suit  their  books  as  affording  a  con- 
venient excuse  for  keeping  the  country  in  a  state 
of  war  and  of  perpetual  turmoil,  and  highly-placed 
Russian  officials  are  believed  to  have  a  direct  interest 
in  the  resultant  pillage  and  plunder,  receiving  so 
much  per  cent,  of  the  profits.  These  accusations 
emanate  sometimes  from  officials  themselves. 
Verbitsky,  whose  name  has  already  been  mentioned 
in  connection  with  Selim  Khan,  has  himself 
denounced,  in  his  reports  to  the  provincial  governor, 
the  "  criminal  inaction "  in  favour  of  the  brigands 
shown  by  certain  persons  employed  in  the  Adminis- 
tration. He  has  repeated  this  denunciation  with 
such  insistence  and  in  such  strongly-worded  lan- 
guage that  the  Governor-General  must  certainly  sus- 
pect that  something  more  than  a  question  of  mere 
negligence  is  involved. 

If  one  recalls  the  recent  assassination  of  the 
Russian  Premier,  M.  Stolypin,  by  Bogroff,  an  agent 
of  the  Okhrana,  or  the  organised  murders  of  the 
Grand-Duke  Sergius,  the  Minister  M.  Plehve  and 
others,  by  Azev,  another  agent  of  the  Okhrana,  it  is 
easy  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  there  are  good 
grounds  for  believing  in  the  participation  of  a  certain 
number  of  police  agents  in  Caucasian  brigandage. 
It  is  significant  that  several  representatives  of  the 
Administration  have  themselves  adopted  this  point  of 
view.  Thus  General  Fleischer,  Governor  ad  interim 
of  the  Province  of  Terek,  declared  his  intention,  in 
an  order  dated  May  22nd,  191 2,  and  issued  to  all 
the  district  and  sub-district  chiefs,  of  holding 
them  responsible  for  the  existence  of  bands  of  pil- 
lagers "instead  of  fixing  the  responsibility  upon  the 
people  themselves,  as  had  hitherto  been  the  prac- 
tice." There  will  shortly  come  up  for  trial  before  the 
military  tribunal  of  Groznyi  an  important  case  in 
which  Verbitsky,  the  chief  of  the  Cossack  troops, 
and  a  number  of  his  companions,  commissaries  of 
police  and  others,  are  accused  of  neglecting  to  take 
all  the  necessary  precautions  to  ensure  the  capture  of 
Selim  Khan's  band.  This  trial  will  possibly  throw 
some  light  upon  the  hairbreadth  escapes  of  the 
notorious  brigand  chief. 

It  is  clear  to  everybody  who  views  the  question 
with  an  unbiassed  mind  that  the  fundamental  reason 
for  brigandage  in  the  Caucasus  and  for  the  power- 
lessness  of  the  authorities  to  suppress  it  is  not 
entirely  due  to  this  or  that  local  peculiarity,  but 
results  from  the  general  organisation — both  commer- 
cial and  political — of  the  Caucasus.  In  this  matter 
great  weight  attaches  to  the  opinion  of  M.  Haidaroff, 
deputy  for  Daghestan,  who  stated  in  the  Duma  on 
May  23rd,  1912  : — 

"  Since  the  conquest  of  the  Caucasus  not  one 
improvement  in  the  economic  or  social  life  of  the 
people  has  been  effected.  The  military  government 
which  has  ruled  the  provinces  of  Terek  and  Kuban 
-nice  the  year  1888  has  only  resulted  in  the  ruin  and 
degradation  of  the  natives,  a  general  discontent,  and 
an  extraordinary  development  of  brigandage.  All 
this  is  the  morbid  consequence  of  the  total  neglect  of 
the  people's  needs.  This  unhappy  state  of  things  can 
only  be  ended  by  improving  the  condition  of  the 
mountain-dwellers,  and  not  by  repressions  either  on 
the  part  of  the  brigands  or  of  the  authorities  them- 
selves. The  exile  of  whole  families  for  the  fault 
committed  by  one  of  their  members  disturbs  the 
mountaineer-,  profoundly,  and  results  in  nothing 
beyond  an  increase  in  the  number  of  brigands. 
Corporal  punishment  and  the  system  of  espionage 
and  mutual  denunciations  have  the  same  effect.  The 
people  at  large  were  in  no  way  connected  with  Selim 
Khan's  acts  of  aggression ;  on  the  contrary,  wher- 
ever possible  they  invariably  informed  the  authorities 
in  advance.    Nevertheless  they  have  been  punished 
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by  excessive  fines  and  by  whole  villages  being  exiled 
to  Siberia.  An  end  must  be  made  of  all  these  oppres- 
sive methods,  and  a  Commission  should  be  appointed 
to  introduce  the  system  of  Zcmstvos  in  the  provinces 
of  Terek  and  Daghestan,  while  at  the  same  time 
according  the  natives  increased  facilities  for  the 
suppression  of  the  brigands. " 

A  well-known  deputy,  M.  Tchkheid/.e,  has  stated 
his  opinion  upon  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  Caucasus 
with  even  greater  frankness: — 

"  Roguery  and  rascality  constitute  the  First  Com- 
mandment of  Russian  domination  in  the  Caucasus. 
The  authorities  are  liberal  with  promises,  but  in 
reality  they  have  transformed  the  schools  into  places 
where  all  the  proper  sentiments  of  youth  are  derided  ; 
they  have  partly  destroyed  and  partly  pillaged  what 
remained  of  the  ancient  civilisation  of  the  country  ; 
they  have  confiscated  the  land,  or  allowed  it  to  run  to 
waste  ;  the  very  religion  of  the  people  is  suspect  and 
persecuted.  The  law  has  been  transformed  into  an 
empty  formula,  and  the  labour  of  the  people  has 
become  the  object  of  a  pitiless  exploitation.  The 
Caucasus  has  sore  need  of  what  ail  Russia  wants  : 
the  suppression  of  all  '  exceptional  conditions,'  the 
abolition  of  the  infamous  serfdom,  the  sweeping  a  Aay 
of  this  colonial  policy,  which  yields  nothing  beyond 
a  harvest  of  national  hatred  ;  and,  finally,  a  wide 
scheme  of  local  self-government  and  the  encourage- 
ment of  enterprise  and  other  factors  of  civilisation. 
There  you  have  the  minimum  of  what  is  indispens- 
able for  the  Caucasus." 

All  intellectual  Russia  would  gladly  endorse  the 
wise  words  of  these  two  Caucasian  deputies.  The 
measures  they  outline  form,  indeed,  the  only  effica- 
cious method  of  dealing  with  brigandage,  which  too 
often  serves  as  a  mere  pretext  for  insensate  and  cruel 
repressions,  bringing  ruin  upon  a  peaceable  population 
and  hindering  the  intellectual,  material,  and  social 
progress  of  a  province  which  is  the  most  precious 
jewel  in  the  Crown  of  Russia.  M.  P. 

Thi.  End. 


CAUCASIAN  REVELATIONS. 

Russian   Police  and  the  "White  Slave" 
Traffic. 

A  police  superintendent  at  Baku  named  Inayeff 
was  recently  tried  on  a  charge  of  being  in  the  habit  of 
arresting  people  for  the  purpose  of  blackmail.  When 
arrested  a  prisoner  would  be  asked,  without  further 
ado,  how  many  "proofs  of  innocence"  he  could 
afford  to  produce  in  order  to  obtain  his  release.  The 
"  proofs  of  innocence '■'  had  to  be  counted  in 
hard  cash,  and,  after  some  haggling,  the  superin- 
tendent would  consent  to  release  his  prisoners  on  the 
production  of  25  roubles.  This  procedure  was  not 
calculated  to  surprise  the  Caucasians,  who  had  already 
been  made  sufficiently  familiar  with  another  "  habit  " 
of  the  police  agents,  which  consisted  in  kidnapping 
wealthy  men  and  keeping  them  in  hiding  until  a 
substantial  ransom  was  forthcoming. 

If  the  trial  of  Superintendent  Inayeff  presented 
any  novel  feature  at  all,  it  lay  in  the  incidental  revela- 
tions made  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings.  A 
retired  Commissary  of  Police  stated  in  his  evidence 
that  the  police  officers  took  a  most  active  part  in  the 
"  White  Slave "  traffic.  This,  he  said,  was  an 
organised  trade,  a  large  number  of  girls  being  sold 
for  export  to  Persia.  As  the  supply  at  Baku  itself 
was  not  sufficient,  they  procured  for  that  purpose  girls 
from  other  towns  in  order  to  increase  the  sales. 

According  to  the  Utro  of  Kharkov,  a  man  and 
woman  who  kept  a  house  of  ill-fame  at  Lugansk 
have  sold  three  hundred  girls  to  the  dens  of  Baku  and 
TiHis,  including  minors  and  even  little  girls  ;  when 
the  victims  made  an  attempt  to  escape,  they  were 
subjected  to  torture.  Owing  to  the  protection  of  the 
police,  the  "firm"  has.  been  able  to  carry  on  its 
nefarious  operations  for  five  years  uninterruptedly. 
The  police  secretary  covered  up  all  their  misdeeds  by 
false  entries  in  the  register,  while  the  other  police 
agents  prevented  any  girl  who  dared  to  think  of 
returning  to  a  better  life  from  leaving  the  establish- 
ment. For  their  protection  the  police  officers  were 
paid  in  cash,  drinking-bouts,  and  dissolute  orgies. 
The  District  Captain  was  also  among  the  protectors 
of  the  "  firm." 

Such  cases  sometimes  led  to  acts  of  private  revenge. 
Thus  a  beautiful  Armenian  girl  of  fourteen  had  been 
inveigled  by  a  procuress  and  sold,  first  to  one  man 
and  then  to  two  others.  On  learning  of  her  fate, 
the  victim's  brother  attempted  to  kill  the  procuress, 
but  the  dagger  was  snatched  out  of  his  hand.  The 
would-beavenger  of  his  sister's  honour  was  sentenced 
to  four  years'  imprisonment,  but  no  steps  were  ever 
taken  against  the  girl's  betrayers. 


THE  MINISTER  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

It  is  persistently  rumoured  that  M.  Makaroff  is  to 
resign  the  post  of  Minister  of  the  Interior.  M.  Mak- 
lakoff,  the  Governor  of  Tchernigov,  is  spoken  of  as  a 
likely  candidate  for  that  office. 


THE    STRUGGLE    IN  FINLAND. 

No    Slackening    in    the  Government's 
Campaign  of  Violence. 

[Fkom  Our  Finnish  Cokkksi'Ondknt.] 
The  conference  of  the  Russian  Council  of  Ministers 
to  which  I  referred  a  fortnight  ago  as  being 
imminent  has  taken  place.  It  lasted  seven  hours, 
and  was  chiefly  occupied  with  the  question  of 
whether  the  Viborg  Court  of  Appeal  should  be  pro- 
secuted for  infringement  of  the  Kquality  Law.  The 
Cabinet  rejected  the  proposal  of  the  Governor- 
General  of  Finland  to  prosecute  the  Court  of  Appeal 
before  the  St.  Petersburg  Court,  and  decided  to  refer 
the  question  to  the  consideration  of  the  Cassation 
Department  of  the  Russian  Governing  Senate. 

At  the  conference  M.  Seyn  declared  that  the 
"  loyal  "  Finnish  officials  (the  Governors  and  police 
prefects  1  found  themselves  in  a  very  precarious 
position,  and  were  the  victims  of  all  kinds  of  pr  - 
judices  on  the  part  of  the  opponents  of  "  Imperial 
legislation"  (i.e.,  of  the  whole  population).  The 
Cabinet  resolved  to  communicate  this  declaration  to 
the  Tsar,  and  assured  the  Governor-General  that  it 
would  take  all  the  necessary  measures  to  protect 
Finnish  officials  who  were  "faithful  to  their  duty' 
against  the  malice  of  those  who  "  denied  the  laws," 
since  theGovernment  was  quite  determined  to  put  its 
approved  political  programme  into  execution  without 
flinching.  Hence  it  is  clear  that  no  change  in  the 
campaign  of  violence  waged  against  Finland  can 
be  expected. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  very  fact  that  M.  Seyn  has 
thought  it  advisable  to  extract  a  kind  of  vote  of  con- 
fidence from  the  Government,  and  his  partial  defeat 
on  the  question  of  the  prosecution  of  the  Viborg 
Court  of  Appeal  i  which  has  greatly  enraged  the 
reactionary  and  anti-Finnish  Xovoe  Vremya),  appear  to 
show  that  the  Governor-General  does  not  regard  his 
position  as  unshaken,  and  that  in  Government  circles 
there  are  persons  who  do  not  like  him,  and  do  not 
approve  of  the  Russian  Ministry's  Finnish  policy. 

As  for  the  Finns,  experience  has  taught  them  the 
wisdom  of  remaining  calm  and  indifferent  to  political 
conjectures.  They  will  quietly  follow  the  path  they 
have  chosen. 

The  Pilot  Service  Scandal. 
For  nine  months  now  the  pilot  service  in  Finnish 
waters  has  been  administered  by  the  Russian 
Admiralty.  If  the  optimism  expressed  by  the  authors 
of  the  change,  who  assured  the  Russian  Government 
that  this  violation  of  Finland's  Constitution  would 
not  in  any  way  prejudice  navigation,  had  had  the 
least  foundation,  this  period  would,  one  may  imagine, 
hove  sufficed  for  the  new  administration  to  restore 
the  service  to  normal  conditions.  But  nothing  of  the 
sort  has  been  done. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  autumn,  with  its  long 
nights,  its  storms,  and  its  fogs,  the  conditions  of  navi- 
gation along  the  Finnish  coasts  have  become  intoler- 
able by  reason  of  the  incompetence  and  indifference 
of  the  Russian  administration.  Catastrophes  follow 
one  after  the  other.  Recently,  not  far  from  Helsing- 
fors,  two  Russian  torpedo-boats  suffered  damage, 
one  of  them  becoming  a  complete  wreck,  and  the 
sole  cause  was  the  defective  pilot  service.  And  these 
are  by  no  means  the  only  accidents  that  have  befallen 
the  Russian  Xavy  under  the  new  system.  What  is 
one  to  think  of  a  Government  which  deliberately 
deprives  its  ships  of  the  possibility  of  moving  freely 
and  securely  in  its  home  waters  ? 

Instances  of  accidents  to  all  kinds  of  vessels  might 
be  multiplied  almost  indefinitely.  Either  the  new 
pilots  will  not  risk  performing  their  duties,  or,  failing 
the  necessary  knowledge  of  the  channels,  or  because 
the  administration  has  not  properly  marked  them  out, 
or  because  the  channels  are  not  adequately  lit  up  at 
night,  they  cannot.  Hundreds  of  protests  from  the 
captains  of  foreign  vessels  have  been,  and  continue 
to  be,  received,  but  no  notice  is  taken  of  them. 

The  amount  of  actual  damage  done  is  sufficiently 
great,  but  still  greater  is  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
delay  of  vessels,  by  the  increased  cost  of  insurance 
and  freights,  and  by  the  diminution  of  tonnage, 
occasioned  by  the  disorganisation  of  the  pilot  service. 
Thus  it  has  been  proved  impossible  in  the  prevailing 
circumstances  to  load  ships  with  salt  and  grain,  the 
result  being  that  in  the  northern  regions  the  price 
of  salt  has  gone  up  very  considerably — in  some  parts 
it  has  doubled — and  there  is  a  scarcity  of  grain. 

The  scandalous  administration  by  Russia  of  the 
Finnish  pilot  service  has  become  a  byword  all  over 
the  world.  But  the  Russian  Government  shows  no 
signs  of  regretting  its  enterprise.  It  is  too  much 
occupied  to  have  the  moral  strength  to  take  the  only 
course  which  would  lead  for  certain  to  the  improve- 
ment which  is  so  urgently  required — the  reinstate- 
ment of  the  Finnish  administration. 


The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  of  Reval  has 
been  reprimanded  by  the  Governor,  and  two  Com- 
missaries of  Police  have  been  imprisoned  for 
three  days,  for  the  offence  of  having  allowed  election 
speeches  to  be  delivered  in  Esthonian,  although  they 
were  immediately  translated  into  Russian. 
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THE    TRAGEDY    OF  LABOUR. 


In  Al    Alexinsky's  recently   published  work, 
U   Kussie  Madame,  a  significant  passage  rvom 
one  of  the  modern  French  economist  is  quoted 
with  tellino-  effect.    «  Industrial  rivalry  between 
Tl  e  vatus  countries/'  we  read,  "resolves  xtself 
n  effect  into  a  struggle  between  the  persona 
productive  capacities  of  the  workmen.    All  the 
other  conditions  tend  to  become  equaled      I  he 
rapidity  and  cheapness  of  communications  obh 
erl'the  advantages  accruing  to  one  country 
over  another  by  reason  of  the  proximity  of  raw 
Materials  and  markets.    And  as  the  materia 
factors  of  competition  become  equal,  the  supre 
macy  must  belong  to   the  country  which ^  can 
extract  the  best  part  of  its  human  energy  to  the 
country  whose  working  class  is  the  most  vigor 
ous,th7e  most  intelligent,  and  the  -ost  produc- 
tive."     From    this   point   of   view,    adds  BL 
Alexinsky    by     way    of    comment  Russian 
industry  still  leaves  very  much  to  be  desued 
The  justification  of  this  criticism  will  be  found 
partly  ™  an  article  we  publish  elsewhere  in  thi 
Ce     and  the  facts  given  there,  which  are 
aken  largely  from  a  report  issued  this  year  by 
tht  Brtoh  Consul  at  Moscow,  may  be ^supple- 
mented ad  nauseam  from  the  pages  of  the  work 
Twhich  we    have    referred,  and   from  otW 
equally    authoritative     sources.       The  condi 
72     under    which    the     Russian  working 
nTn    is    compelled    to    live    are    such  that 
ThroughouttheEmpire  industry  is  m  a  thorough  y 
unhealthy   state,    and    must  remain    so  unti 
swe  ping  reforms  are  instituted  in  the  sphere  of 
rialle-islation.    The  working  classes  are  the 
^    tms  of  almost  inconceivable  poverty  with  i  s 
inevitable  accompaniment  of  disease  am immo- 
rality, and  the  disaffection  and    despaii  that 
spring  therefrom  are  destructive  of  the  well- 
being  alike  of  the  State  and  of  its  industries. 

Most  of  these  evils,  of  course,  spring  from  the 
miserable  rate  of   wages  prevailing  m  Russia 
to  dav     In  the  Moscow  region  the  average  pay 
of  the  workmen  is  less  than  ten  shillings  a  week  ; 
for  the  whole  of  Rassia,  we  believe,  it  is  not  more 
than  eight  shillings  a  week,  while  m  certain  parts 
orPo  and  a  workman  actually  does  not  receive 
more  than  ten  shillings  a  month     The  preva- 
lence of  the  -  truck  »  system  and  the  ^position 
of  fines  reduce  even  these  wretched  pittances. 
True,  during  the  last  ten  years  wages  have  risen 
by  18  per  cent.,  but  as  in  the  same  period  the 
cost  of  living  has   increased  by  about  50  per 
cent,  the  worker  is  in  a  worse  plight  to-day  than 
ever  he  was.    The  wages  of  women  workers  are 
on  an  even  lower  scale  ;  domestic  servants  receive 
from  six  to   sixteen    shillings   a   month,  and 
Irom  six  factories  get  little  more, 

women  employed  m  lactones  ge 
Nor  is  it  only  in  private  employment  that  these 
conditions  prevail;    the  municipal  bodies  are 
equally  gui  ty.     In  one  of  the  reports  of  the 
S    Petersburg  municipality  it  is  admitted  that 
"  the  wages  paid  are  often  insufficient  to  satisfy 
•       even  the  most  urgent  needs  of  the  workmen 
such  as  food,  lodging,  and  clothing     and  that 
the  pay  of  a  large  number  of  municipal  employees 
in  the  capital  is  «  so  insignificant  that  it  can  no 
secure  them  a  lodging  for  the  night,  and  obhges 
them  to  seek  shelter  in  some  damp  corneror  ia 
a  night  refuge.    .    ■    •    These  wages  which  are 
incompatible  both  with  the  labour  performed  and 


with  the  cost  of  living  in  the  capital^ expose  the 
workmen  to  material  conditions  which  rum 
£  health  and  exercise  |bad  influence  on  thei 

morality."  The  laC, 
nttVnders  in  extending  the  hours 
AccorSg  to  the  law  of  1897  the  maximum 
working  day  in  Russia-for  adults  is  one  of  11, 
hour  but  this  limit,  unreasonably  high  as  it  is 
^commonly    ^  ^ in 

S  "ours  a  day  ;  at  Poltava  the  working  day  i 
one  of  no  less  than  18  hours.  Generally  speak 
■Z  the  attitude  of  the  employer  towards  Ins 
emnloveesisof  a  character  which  does  notrecog- 
S  Z  possession  by  the  latter  of  any  human 
rights.  The  relations  between  them  are  of  a 
more  or  less  feudal  character^ a  survival  of  the 

r;eofsef0m.  vfzzzzr^t;- 
^^s:ri»cLstS 

t  a  recent  annual  report  of  the  Factory 
Inspection  over  9,000  such  cases  were  cited  fox 

thH^"Csing  conditions  to  which 
the  working- classes  in  Russia  have  to  submit  it 
s  almost  impossible  to  speak  with  restraint.  It 
is   the  rule  rather  than  the  exception  for  an 
ntiit  family  to  live  in  one  comer  ^ 
rest  of  which  is  divided  ny  among  ^JWlgJ 
ffi  effect  of  this  arrangement  on  both  health 
and   morality   may  be   better   imagined  than 
described     Whereas  a  hundred  years  ago  the 
averse  mortality  rate  in  Russia  was  20  per 
twUnow  it  is  more  than  half  as  great  a^n 
and  in  some  districts  reaches  50  per  thousand 
It  is  said  that  only  the  Fiji  Archipelago  surpasses 
St^ssia  in  this  respect.    The  infant  mortality 
riches  on  an  average  the   terrible  figure  of 
300  per  thousand,  and  in  -me  districts  even  4fl& 
Family  life  is  practically  unknown  among  the 
tori  iigclassesP  and  prostitution  (in  mos  cases 
Te  direct  result  of   the  fact   that   girls  and 
women  cannot  command   a   living   wage  and 

S^ST^—  -  the  life  of  the 
piLants,  the  result  of  the  Government's  crxmina 
neglect  of  agricultural  interests,  because  this  will 
£  treatment  in  a  separate  article  which  we 
hope  to  present  to  our  readers  on  another  occa- 
sion    For  the  present  we  have  drawn  attention 

*Vrt  1"  httSdtat  t 

drastic  treatment ;  but  we  nave 
shall  look  in  vain  for  any  suggestion  ot  such 
t  Leitt  in  the  Government's  f^gJT 
s-ramme  for  the  new  Duma.  And  so  Russian 
fndTstty  will  continue  to  suffer  from  the  disease 
which  is  effectually  preventing  i  s  normal  de- 
velopment, and  the  Russian  workers  will  con- 
tinueTo  be  sacrificed  to  the  Government  s  craven 
fear  of  the  consequences  of  social  reform. 


THE  MINISTEROFTHE  INTERIOR. 

burg  correspondent  stated  that  ded  d 

Minister  of  the  Interior,  was  to  o  t  Last 
to  be  appointed  a  Co-mc ^^^^^  such 
wt,ek  we  announced  that  there  were  conhrma. 
a  step  being  taken   but  so  far  there  is  no        ^  t 

t,0,l  Itmembered,  who  was  responsible  for  the 
So  e^me^  s  pSn  of'  campaign  in  the  elections. 


POLITICAL  PORTRAITS. 

VI.    M.  Kokovtsoff. 

the  sinews  of  war-arid  is  a  ™em^r  h  the 

sL^d  Ts  2**S  nT^edge  of  .he 

the  flotation  of  »  °7C  ef°^neaL°M.  Br  aod.and 

how  to  turn  the  ^'•"g*,,  Government 

Remember  Panama ! 

The  "Golden  Dagger." 

the  time  :    A  goiaen  udhbt  Tsarist  regime 

the  back  of  the  Russia  people.     The  i  sat  ist  fe^m 

Wlnceetdhen  M  Kokovtsoffs  personality  has  exerted 

SSrilSSt« 

,rv  ■'  'Thank  God  we  have  no  Parliament  !      And  it 

in  the  interests  of  the  working  class. 

The  Metamorphosis. 
On  being  appointed  Premier  he  astonished  every- 

Snst  Beihs.    Finland,  Poland,  and  the  Je.s  must 

^SLSSphTS  S Ssman  may  explain  some 

0fvi?am5rnKokovtsoff  belongs  to  the  old  nobility. 

•rt!  »  SSe  estate  in  the  government  of  Novgorod. 
Ibou  nTtfVeifago,  aftercompletin,  his  education 
h,  entered  the  Government  service.    In  1878  he  was 
dLoatched  abroad  on  a  mission   to  *tudy  prison 
£5£  »d  on  his  return  he  was  appointed  Inspector 
of  the  general  prison  administration     In  1882,  alter 
the  asJssmation  of  Alexander  II.,  the  regime  or  the 
pouSprisons  underwent  a  radical  transformation  ; 
Ft  was  M   Kokovtsoff,  with  his  immediate  chief,  M. 
AaTSn-Vrassky,  who  was  the  leading  spirit  in  these 
Reform"  and  it  was  he  who  drafted  the  famous 
«  ReguXon  for  Exiles  and  Political  Prisoners,  and 
who  drew  up  the  plans  of  the  new  prison^  whose 
sanitary  arrangements  justly  earned  for  them  the 
name  of  "  ante-chambers  of  the  tomb. 

At  tbe  Treasury. 
In  1800  M.  Kokovtsoff  left  the  prison  administration 
winter  the  Treasury.    From  1896  to  1902  he  was 
£S£tSlinK  of"  Finance  and  M.  Witte's  right 
He  it  was  who  introduced  the  alcohol 
monopoly  which  was  intended  to  balance  the  State 
budget     When  a  series  of  famines  compelled  atten- 
(io  1  ni  Government  circles  to  the  economic  rum  of 
he  "  Black  Country,"  the  most  fertile  par  of  Russia, 
M  Kokovtsoff  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mission that  investigated  the  matter. 

Tn  1001  he  took   the  place  of  M.  P  eske,  tne 
Minister  of  Finance,  who  had  fallen  ill,  and  arranged 


DAKKKST  RUSSIA. 


the  Japanese  War  Budget.  Two  years  later  he 
became  Minister  of  Finance  in  M.  Gorcmykin's 
Cabinet,  and  this  portfolio  he  retained  after  succeed- 
ing the  late  M.  Stolypin  in  the  Premiership  in  1911. 

Such  has  been  the  career  of  the  man  who  now 
finds  himself  in  the  thick  of  one  of  the  most  formid- 
able crises  by  which  Russia  has  been  confronted.  A 
Government  official  since  his  early  youth,  a  bureau- 
crat who  has  devoted  the  best  years  of  his  life  to  the 
organisation  of  the  political  prisons,  schooled  in  the 
traditions  of  the  Court  hierarchy,  M.  Kokovtsoff  is 
by  reason  of  his  education  utterly  incapable  of  under- 
standing the  demands  of  political  initiative.  His 
role  is  executing  the  orders  of  his  superiors,  and 
drawing  up  elaborate  regulations  in  Government 
offices.  He  is  the  personification  of  the  Tsarist 
bureaucracy,  with  its  leaning  towards  the  knout  and 
the  prison  for  independent  thinkers,  for  the  men 
who  are  termed  neblagonadejny—  that  is  to  say,  those 
on  whose  views  no  reliance  can  officially  be  placed. 


THE   CRY   OF  THE  WORKERS. 

Pitiful  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes 
in  Russia. 


THE   NEW  DUMA. 

Fight  and  Nationalists   Defeated  in 
Election  of  President. 


The  opening  of  the  Duma  last  Thursday  was  made 
the  occasion  for  demonstrations  in  the  House  for  and 
against  Constitutionalism. 

While  Privy  Councillor  Golubeif  was  delivering 
the  Imperial  Message,  M.  Khvostoff,  the  late 
Governor  of  Nijni,  was  the  first  to  interrupt  him  by 
shouting  "  Long  live  the  Autocrat  !  "  Thereupon 
Deputy  Markoff  and  the  Right  and  Nationalists 
generally  joined  in  the  cry. 

When  Deputy  Nekrassoff  raised  the  counter-cry  of 
"The  Constitution!"    M.    Khvostoff  and  his  com- 
panions started  singing  the  National    Hvmn,  after 
which  they  indulged  in  such  protracted  demonstra- 
tions that  M.  Golubeft"  found  himself  compelled  to 
ask  for  permission  to  go  on  with  the  reading  of  the 
Imperial  Mes-age. 
■'  The  complete   confusion  of  the  Right  and  the 
Nationalists,   who   had    imagined   themselves  the 
masters  of  the  fourth  Duma,  came  when  the  scrutiny 
of  the  voting-papers  made  it  clear  that  their  candi- 
dates had  not  the  slightest  chance  of  election  to  the 
Presidency  of  the  Duma.    In  the  end  M.  Rodzianko, 
the  Octobnst,  was  elected  by  251  votes  against  1=50" 
Thereupon  the  Right  and  the  'Nationalists  left  the 
hall.     The  moment  for  such  a  demonstration  was 
clumsily  chosen, as  it  prevented  these  adherents  of  the 
Autocracy  from  taking  part  in  the  Duma's  expression 
ol  loyalty  to  the  Sovereign  and  its  joy  at  the  recovery 
of  the  Tsarevitch. 

The  emphasis  laid  in  the  President's  opening 
address  on  constitutional  principles  and  on  the 
necessity  of  realising  the  substance  of  the  October 
Manifesto  occasioned  intense  vexation  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Right,  who  were  stealthily  listening  at 
the  door  of  the  Chamber,  and  MM.  Zamyslovsky 
and  Purishkevitch  evinced  such  excitement  that 
their  interruptions  from  outside  repeatedly  drowned 
the  voice  of  the  President.  The  discomfiture  of  their 
party  was  all  the  greater  because  the  Presidential 
election  provided  them  with  ocular  demonstration 
of  the  fact  that  on  emergency  a  majority  could  be 
formed  independently  of  both  extreme  wings,  since 
the  Labour  and  Social  Democratic  groups  abstained 
from  the  election. 

M.  Roditcheff,  the  Cadet  leader,  gave  expression  to 
the  general  sentiment  when  remarked  :— 

"The  Duma  has  had  such  a  fine  christening  that 
we  may  expect  its  speedy  funeral.'' 

It  is  not  considered  likely  that  the  Government 
will  find  the  present  assembly  "  workable." 


M'thly  Wages 

of  Women. 
1405  roubles. 
LV44  „ 

13  '3o 


Large  numbers  of  Jewish  families  are  being 
expelled  from  the  villages  of  the  South-Western 
Country,  which  comprises  the  governments  of  Kiev 
\  olhynia,  and  Podolia. 

The  execution  of  eleven  mutineers  belonging  to  the 
Navy  has  been  carried  out  at  Sebastopol.  while  400 
oiher  implicated  sailors  have  been  transferred  to 
Rcval  and  to  Vladivostok. 

Owing  to  the  illness  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Kulabko,  his 
trial  for  the  mi-appropriation  of  8,000  roubles 
a-igned  for  looking  after  the  Tsar's  safety  during 
the  Imperial  visit  to  Kiev  has  been  adjourned  s/wc 
die. 

Dr.  Kosturin,  the  local  president  of  the  Union  of 
the  Russian  People  at  Akerman,  in  Bessarabia  has 
petitioned  the  Minister  of  Education  to  forbid  the 
admission  of  Jewesses  to  the  local  high  school  for 
girls.  'Ihis  demand  is  all  the, more  astonishing  sinc  e 
the  money  required  for  the  building  of  the  school 
was  taken  as  a  loan  from  the  |ewish  Tax  Fund  and 
the  debt  is  still  far  from  being  liquidated. 


It  is  well  known  that,  apart  from  the  mining  and 
iron  industry  in  the  Ural,  the  Don  basin,  and  Trans- 
caucasia (oil  and  manganese),  the  industrial  activity 
of  Russia  is  concentrated  in  the  MOSCOW  region  and 
in  Poland. 

The  number  of  workers  employed  in  all  branches 
of  industry  in  Russia  i-  not  accurately  established. 
According  to  the  well-known  works  of  Pogozheff, 
published  by  the  Academy  of  Science  in  1907,  the 
number  ot  wage-earners  then  was  3  200,000  ;  but 
another  specialist,  I|yj„,  pi,ts  it  at  ten  millions,  and 
Pogpzhefi  himself  is  rather  inclined  to  accept  the 
latter  figure.  Even  a  total  of  ten  million  industrial 
workers  for  an  Fmpire  with  a  150-million  population 
is  far  from  indicative  of  a  well-developid  industrial 
system. 

In  a  recently  issued  British  Consular  report,  the 
number  of  workers  above  fifteen  years  of  age  in  the 
Moscow  government  is  given  as  303,747.  The  general 
economic  condition  of  these  people  may  be  judged 
from  the  average  earnings  of  234,000  persons,  60  per 
cent,  of  whom  are  men  and' 40  per  cent  women, 
working  in  740  different  industrial  concerns.  In 
four  industries,  employing  75  per  cent,  of  this  number 
of  workers,  the  average  monthly  wages  are  given  as 
follows  :— 

Industry.  Monthly  Wages 

J  of  Men. 

Cotton   19-27  roubles. 

Woollen   20-51 

Flax,  hemp,  and  jute  12  99 
Metal  and  machinery     3 1-58 

Increased  Cost  of  Living 

This  means  an  average  monthly  wage  in  these 
four  industries  of  about  21  roubles  for  men 
and  12  roubles  for  women  ;  the  weekly  wage  in 
English  money  works  out  at  something  under  10s. 
for  men  and  65.  for  women.  Miserable  as  these 
wages  are,  they  were  still  lower  before  the  Revolution 
of  1905.  Prom  1901  to,  1910  wages  rose  18  per  cent., 
of  which  13  per  cent,  was  gained  immediately  after 
the  revolutionary  movement.  But  with  this  increase 
in  wages  has  come  an  enormous  increase  in  the  cost 
of  living.  In  the  same  period  the  price  of  black 
bread  rose  51  per  cent,,  white  bread  66  per  cent., 
rye-flour  72  per  cent.,  and  beef  42  per  cent. 

"  From  this  we  may  conclude,"  says  the  Consul's 
report,  "that  the  rise  ih  wages  has  in  reality  not 
improved  the  actual  budget  of  the  factory  hand,  and 
in  many  cases,  though  drawing  an  increased  wage, 
he  is,  owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  living,  actually 
worse  off  than  before.  It  is  calculated  that  between 
1905  and  1908  the  cost  of  food-stuffs  had  risen  by  50 
per  cent.,  and  it  is  estimated  that  35  per  cent,  of  the 
factory  hand's  wage  goes  on  food-stuffs.  Again,  it 
is  calculated  that  house-rent  has  risen  in  the  same 
proportion  as  food-stuffs,  if  not  by  considerably 
more." 

Prevalence  of  Strikes. 

The  increase  of  wages  was  partly  due  to  strikes,  in 
25  per  cent,  of  which  the  men  obtained  what  they 
demanded,  while  in  40  per  cent,  they  made  a  favour- 
able compromise.  Until  last  year  these  strikes  were 
nearly  all  organised  on  purely  economic  grounds,  but 
under  the  influence  of  the  relentless  persecution  of 
the  trade  unions  (since  1907  over  six  hundred  unions 
have  been  dissolved  or  refused  authorisation  by  the 
Government),  and  especially  of  the  indignation 
aroused  by  the  Lena  mas-acre,  they  began  to  assume 
a  political  character.  A  recently  published  Bulletin 
of  the  Union  of  Manufacturers  of  Moscow  states  that 
while  in  1911  only  103,000  workers  (5 \  per  cent,  of 
the  total  number)  took  part  in  strike's,  during  the 
first  six  months  of  this  year  the  number  of  strikers 
was  614,000— 31  per  cent,  of  the  working  class.  Of 
this  number  515,000  struck  work  for  political  reasons, 
by  way  of  demonstration  or  protest. 

The  journal  of  this  powerful  Russian  industrial 
organisation  admits  that,  if  the  present  police  regime 
continues,  industry  will  suffer  heavily,  and  strikes 
will  more  and  more  disorganise  the  work  of  Russian 
mines  and  factories. 

Five  Shillings  a  Week. 

The  figures  given  in  the  British  Consul  s  report 
corroborate  the  results  of  inquiriesmade  by  ZemstVOS 
and  municipalities,  which  show,  for  instance,  that  in 
the  Vladimir  government,  the  most  industrially 
developed  part  of  the  Moscow  district,  half  of  the 
whole  working  population  receive  less  than  £1 
monthly,  and  that  only  skilled  workers  earn  between 
£1  10s.  and  £.1  16s.  a  month. 

As  to  the  workers  in  small  towns,  their  earnings 
may  be  judged  from  the  wages  in  the  flax  and  hemp 
industries,  where  the  men  and  women,  who  arc  con- 
-idered  skilled  workcMs,  receive  respectively  6s  6d. 
and  4s.  3d.  a  week.  The  wages  of  the  agricultural 
labourers  are  of  course  still  lower,  and  sometimes 
do  not  exceed  3s.  a  week. 


It  is  easy  to  understand  that,  with  such  a  scale  of 
wages,  the  hygienic  conditions  under  which  Russian 
workers  live  are  miserable  in  the  extreme.  The 
whole  peasantry  of  Great  and  Little  Russia— or  at 
any  rate  80  per  cent,  of  them— live  in  wooden  huts 
composed  of  one  room,  in  which  the  whole  family  is 
Crowded  together  ;  and  from  the  middle  of  rebruary 
the  young  calves  or  pigs  have  often  to  be  taken  into 
the  house.  1  he  industrial  workers  in  the  large  ton  n 
aie  perhaps  even  worse  off  for  housing  accommo- 
dation; 50  per  cent,  of  them  can  only  afford  half  a 
room  for  their  entire  families.  In  Gorki  s  fanu  in 
drama  From  the  Deflks  the  scene  is  laid  in  such  an 
apartment,  which  is  let  out  by  the  corner 

To  speak  of  "  sanitary  "  conditions  seems  1  early  a 
SXS5  e/>>  a,,d  tlie  "lortality  is  naturally  very  hi'yh 
Whilst  in  Norway  the  mortality  rate 'i-  147  per 
thousand ,  m  Russia  it  is  32  per  thousand  for  adults 
and  300  for  children.  Even  400  per  thousand  i- 
reached  in  some  provinces,  such  as  Nijni  and 
\  yatka. 

RITUAL    MURDER "  SEQUEL. 
The  Trial  of  M.  Mischuk. 


As  we  announced  last  week,  M.  Mischuk  the 
former  head  of  the  Kiev  Detective  Department  has 
been  acquitted  of  the  charge  of  manufacturing 
evidence  in  the  Yuschinsky  murder  case  intended  to 
disprove  the  "  ritual "  theory.  This  official,  it  will  be 
remembered,  was  dismissed  from  the  charge  of  the 
inquirv  as  a  man  of  «  little  faith  "  who  entertained  an 
heretical  disbelief  in  the  blood  legend,  but  directed 
his  suspicions  at  first  against  the  murdered  boy's  own 
relatives,  and  subsequently  against  a  gang  of  tfrievej 
who,  it  was  said,  had  reason  to  fear  their  victim's 
indiscretions. 

In  the  course  of  his  evidence  the  former  Public 
I  rosecutor  of  Kiev,  M.  Brandorf,  made  the  following 
statement  : —  6 
"  I  told  Mischuk  repeatedly  to  carry  on  his  inquiries 
111  different  directions,  to  search  for  a  Jew  >ince  the 
expert  evidence  pointed  to  ritualism.  But  Mischuk 
obstinately  followed  his  own  line.  So  at  last  I 
obtained  his  removal.  .  .  .  On  being  informed 
by  Mischuk  that  he  had  arrested  the  woman  Che- 
beryak,  I  reprimanded  him." 

In  cross-examination  M.  Brandorf  admitted  that 
he  had  ordered  Mischuk  to  make  investigations  on 
the  supposition  that  a  ritual  murder  had  been  com- 
mitted. On  being  asked  by  counsel  what  would 
have  been  the  proper  way  of  conducting  the  inquiry, 
he  replied  :  "  I  decline  to  express  mv  opinion. 

The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police,  M.  Skalon 
deposed  that  at  the  time  when  the  inquiry  was 
intrusted  to  M.  Mischuk  rumours  of  an  impending 
Jewish  pogrom  were  rife  at  Kiev.  He  called  upon 
the  leaders  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  and 
persuaded  them  to  abstain  from  organising  a 
pogrom.  This  was  just  before  the  Imperial  visit 
The  "  Unionists  "  were  dissatisfied  with  the  line  of 
inquiry  taken  by  Mischuk,  and  raised  an  agitation  all 
over  Russia.  Thereupon  detectives  were  sent  down 
from  St.  Petersburg,  but  thev  approved  the  course 
taken  by  Mischuk.  Suddenly,  however.  Mischuk 
was  removed,  and  the  inquiry  was  continued  by 
various  agencies,  including  the  Union  of  the  Russian 
People. 

The  editor  of  the  Poslednia  Novosti  gave  evidence 
as  to  a  call  made  upon  him  bv  the  witness  Kushnir 
an  ex-convict,  who  acknowledged  in  court  that  he 
had  written  the  letters  which  were  intended  to  entrap 
Mischuk.  In  the  course  of  the  interview  at  the 
newspaper  office  Kushnir  said  :  "I  am  sorry  for 
Mischuk.  I  should  like  to  reveal  the  facts  as  to  the 
murder  of  Yuschinsky,  but  the  Public  Prosecutor 
threatens  to  have  me  sent  to  prison."  When  the 
editor  asked  for  details  which  might  enable  him  to 
clear  up  the  mystery,  Kushnir  replied  :  "  For  God's 
sake  don't  attempt  to  do  so  !  Whoever  has  taken 
the  matter  in  hand  has  been  ruined  bv  it." 


A   POGROM  TRIAL. 

Light  Sentences  for  Massacre  in  1905. 


The  Circuit  Session  of  the  High  Court  of  Eka- 
terinoslav  has  just  dealt  with  a  case  arising  out  of  an 
anti-Jewish  pogrom  which  took  place  in  October 
1905,  at  the  village  of  Kamenka,  in  the  Novomos- 
kovsk district,  when  three  Jews  were  murdered  and 
ten  injured.  Christian  witnesses  deposed  that  there 
was  no  provocation  at  all  for  the  terrible  crime,  since 
the  local  population  was  living  on  peaceful  and 
friendly  terms  with  the  Jews.  Twenty-three  peasants 
were  accused,  but  the  Public  Prosecutor  only  main- 
tained the  charge  against  nine  of  them,  two  of  whom 
were  acquitted.  The  Court  sentenced  four  of  the 
accused  to  eighteen  months'  imprisonment  and  three 
to  eight  months',  with  the  loss  of  civic  1  iqhts  in  all 
cases. 
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n    supports     the     revolutionary     proposa  1 -     •  ■  ^  exigencies  of  the 

phatically  declared  that  after .  the -*«^  ^  to  insure  against  the  risk  that  m 

a    Duma   the    Council    could    not    discuss  ,  the  coimt  may 


sent  up  from  the  present  Duma,  which  may  have 
no  chance  of  pronouncing  upon  them  at  all  before 
they  are  passed  into  law.  This  is  a  very  momen- 
tous departure  from  precedent  and  established 
practice.  When  the  same  suggestion  was  made 
in  1907  the  Council  of  State  was  unanimous  m 
rejecting  it.  and  the  Minister  of  Justice,  who 
now  supports  the  revolutionary  proposal, 
em 

measuresThich  had  been  passed  in  that  assembly 
until  they  had  gone  afresh  through  its  successor. 
.  great    To.day  M.  Seheglovitoffl  gives  a  false  reading 
and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind    o£  the  history  of  English  Constitutionalism  to 
hem  from  policy  or  ambition.' '-Crom-    support  his  newly-adopted  view  ;  five  years  ago 

'  it  was  from  this  same  English  Constitution  that 
he  derived  his  chief  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
principle  of  discontinuity.  He  pointed  with 
enthusiasm  to  the  practice  adopted  m  England, 
the  "  cradle  of  Parliamentarianisni."  as  a  model 
to  be  imitated  in  Russia,  where  the  effect  of 
adopting  the  principle  of  continuity  would  be  "to 
recognise  the  predominance  of  the  aristocratic 
and  "plutocratic  over  the  democratic  elements^ 
and  to  allow  the  will  of  the  country,  as  expressed 
in  the  new  Duma  elections,  to  be  disregarded. 


ment  does  not  place  to.,  much  faith  m  its  power 
of  leading  the  present  Duma  by  the  nose,  and 
so  it  is  anxious  to  secure  the  fruits  of  the  past 
five  years.  Incidentally  the  state  of  extreme 
congestion  that  will  ensue  may  serve  as  a  pre- 
text for  not  dealing  with  any  inconvenient 
measures  which  the  new  assembly  may  send  up 
to  the  Council.     The  manoeuvre  is  obviously 


NOTES. 


The  Opening  of  the  Duma 

It  would  he  unwise  to  attach  overmuch  import 
ance  to  the  proceedings  at  the  opening  of  the 
new  Duma,  however  tempting  it  may  be  to  regard 
them  as  forecasting  the  general  attitude  of  the 
assembly  towards  the  proposals  that  will  be 
brought  before  it.  The  business  on  hand  was 
the  elec'.ion  of  a  President,  and  there  were  three 
candidates— Prince  Volkonsky,  a  member  of  the 
Right,  M.  Balasheff,  the  leader  of  the  Nationalists, 


Opinions  in  1907. 

It  is  difficult  to  resist  quoting  the  Minister  ot 
Justice  still  further  in  view  of  his  present  atti- 


W  M.  SEET  I  J*.  ££££££ 

President  of  the  third  Duma.    In  the  deeding   tamed  m  1907,    that  «•  '«  ■'»»  t 
"where    the    contest   was    het.een    the  |  renting tho  ^^l^t^J^C 
Nationalist    and  the    Octobrist.  M.  Rodzianko 


triumphed  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  The 
Ki<*ht  and  the  Nationalists  made  common  cause, 
but  could  not  muster  more  than  150  votes  ;  the 
Octobrists  and  the  majority  of  the  Opposition 
-roups  joined  forces,  and  voted  251  strong  for 
M.  Rodzianko.    Thereupon  the  minority  left  the 
hall  and  did  not  take  part  in  the  loyal  demon- 
stration that  followed  the  election.    It  is  clear 
that  a  considerable  number  of  deputies  who  in 
the  official  returns  were  labelled  members  of  the 
Right  belong  in  reality  either  to  the  Octobrists 
or  to  one  or  other  of  the  Progressive  parties. 
This  fact,  of  course,  gives  a  more  hopeful  tinge 
to  the  complexion    of  the  fourth  Duma;  but 
everything  must  still  depend  upon  the  attitude 
of  the  Octobrists,  and  until  they  give  an  unmis- 
takable earnest  of  what  their  general  disposi- 
tion is  to  be  we  are  not  inclined  to  indulge  m 
any  confident  anticipation. 


The  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

The  reported  impending  supersession  of  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  if  it  is  true,  may  pos- 
sibly have  been  occasioned  by  the  Government's 
desire  to  rid  itself  of  the  stigma  attaching  to  it 
from  the  illegalities  committed  in  the  course  of 
its  election  campaign,  of  which  M.  Makaroff  was 
the  author,  and  on  which  an  interpellation  is  to 
be  raised  in  the  Duma.  It  is  more  likely,  how- 
ever, that  the  motive  of  such  a  step,  if  it  has 
been  or  is  to  be  taken,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Government's  disgust  at  the  lack  of  success  which 
has  attended  their  efforts.  With  the  aid  of  a  well 


discussing  a  legislative  proposal,  is  bound  to  paj 
regard  to  the  opinion  only  of  the  Duma  which  is 
sitting  dining  such  discussion,  and  not  of  the 
Duma  which  has  been  dissolved."    Count  ^  itte, 
the  father  of    the  Russian  Constitution,  went 
even  further.     "  If  the  Council  of  State,  he 
declared,  "  were  to  adopt  a  measure  passed  by 
the  preceding  Duma    without    consulting  the 
Duma  sitting  at  the  time,  it  would  be  committing 
a  crime  against  the  law  ;  it  would  be  a  flagrant 
violation  of  all  the  elementary  rights  of  the 
nation,  and  I  consider  such  a  situation  impos- 
sible "    Finally  we  may  quote  M.  Sabler,  tne 
Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod,    who    said  :- 
"  The  mutual  relations  between  the  State  Duma 
and  the  Council  of  Empire  should  be  based  on 
unity  of  will  and  unity  of  thought,  and  if  one  of  the 
legislative  organs  ceases  to  exist  all  the  measures 
which  have  issued  from  it,  and  which  have  not 
been  definitely  adopted  and  promulgated,  should 
also  cease  to  exist."    Xothing  could  be  clearer 
than  these  declarations,  or  than  the  fact  that 
five  years  ago  the  Council  of  State  definitely 
decided    that   the    adoption  of  the   system  of 
continuity  would  be  a  violation  of  Article  86  ot 
the  Fundamental  Laws. 


the  fourth  Duma  the  voice  of  the  country  may 
possibly  make  itself  heard.  Thus  is  the  evil 
that  the  third  Duma  has  done  to  live  after  it 
and  its  successor,  having  already  being  gagged 
by  its  members  being  made  amenable  to  the  law 
for  their  speeches,  is  still  further  shorn  of  its 
legislative  power. 

Russia  and  British  Jews. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  considerable  attention 
has  been  devoted  by  the  general  Press  of  this 
country  to  the  communications  that  have  passed 
between  the  Foreign  Office  and  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Anglo-Jewish  community  on  tie 
subject  of  the  treatment  of  British  Jews  who 
desire  to  visit  Russia.     The  present  is  a  ven 
appropriate  moment  for  ventilating  the  question, 
since/now  that  the  topic  of  reforms  in  the  Near 
Last  is  well  to  the  fore,  it  is  desirable  that  the 
public  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  vital 
necessity  there  is  for  reform  in  the  Russian 
Empire  itself .    The  liberation  of  Macedonia  was 
urgent  enough,  but  certainly  not  more  urgent 
than  that  of  the  Jews  in  Russia;  and  when  the 
Turk  is  censured  for  his  policy  of   "  ottoman- 
ising  "  his  neighbours  it  is  as  well  to  be  reminded 
of  the  extremity  of  cruelty  reached  by  Russia  m 
her   process   of     "  russianising "    the  subject 
nationalities  within  her  Empire.    In  connection 
with  the  Jewish  passport  question  we  are  glad 
to  hear,  on  the  authority  of  Reuters  Washington 
correspondent,  that  the  Taft  Government  does 
not  intend  to  enter  upon  any  modm  Vivendi  with 
Russia,  and  that  the  arrangement  of  a  new 
Treaty,  founded  on  more  humane  principles,  will 
be  left  to  the  new  President.    Dr.  Wilson,  we 
imagine,  may  be  relied  upon  not  to  submit  to 
any  shilly-shallying  on  this  important  question. 


Then  and  Now. 

But  the  situation  in  1907  was  vastly  different 
from  that  existing  to-day.  The  decision  of  the 
Council  of  State  which  we  have  quoted  was 
taken  just  after  the  dissolution  of  the  first 
Duma,  and  was  repeated  after  the  demise  of  the 
second      At  that  time  the    Government  was 


has  attended  their  ettorts.    vvron  me  amui  »  «wr    seconu.      ^   — -  „ 

aSfed'a™,  „t  Cenca,  e,ee,„„  U.as  hoped to  billing  ,  hatthe  •  ^ 


secure  a  thoroughly  amenable  and  Reactionary 
Duma  ;  it  is,  however,  very  improbable  that  the 
fourth  Duma  will  be  found  "  workable  "  in  the 
sense  in  which  the  word  is  understood  in  Minis- 
terial circles.  If  M.  Makaroff  goes,  therefore, 
the  reflection  will  be  not  on  his  virtue  but  on 
his  organising  ability. 

Legislative  Continuity. 

As  we  foreshadowed  last  April,  the  Govern- 
ment has  decided  to  adopt  the  principle  of  legis- 
lative continuity  with  regard  to  the  many  Bills 
passed  by  the  third  Duma  but  "hungup"  in  the 
Council  of  State  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  Upper 
House  will  treat  these  measures,  or  as  many  of 
them  as  it  cares  to  select,  as  if  they  had  been 


ueasures  passed  by  these  assemblies  (which 
included  a  proposal  for  the  abolition  of  the 
death-penalty)  should  be  discussed  in  the  Upper 
House  with  "the  possible  risk  of  their  becoming 
law.  without  being  debated  afresh  m  a  new 
Duma.  At  the  close  of  the  first  Duma  the 
Government  had  hopes  that  the  second  would 
prove  more  tractable,  and  when  it  was  again 
disillusioned  it  made  sure  of  realising  its  hopes 
in  the  third  Duma  by  mutilating  the  franchise 
laws  Hence  continuity  of  legislation  was  the 
last  principle  the  Government  then  wished  to 
adopt.  To-day,  however,  there  is  a  great  mass 
of  Bills  left  over  from  the  reactionary  third 
Duma  to  which  the  Council  of  State  has  not 
devoted  its   attention.     Probably  the  Govern- 


A  Blow  to  the  Black  Hundred. 

The  acquittal  of  the  former  head  of  the  Kiev 
Detective  Service  is  satisfactory  as  indicating 
that  the  Russian  courts  are  not  entirely  under 
the  influence  of  the  "  Black  Hundred"  fraternity. 
The  charge  against  M.  Mischuk,  who  originally 
superintended  the  investigation  into  the  murder 
of  Yuschinsky.  was  that  he  had  manufactured 
evidence  with  a  view  to  disproving  the  theory  of 
"ritual  murder"    which   the   authorities  con- 
sidered to  have  been  established  by  the  "  expert 
evidence."    Something   is    known  now  of  the 
character  of  that  "  expert  evidence,"  and  any- 
thing  more  unconvincing  it  is  difficult  to  imagine. 
When    M.    Brandorf,    the   Public  Prosecutor, 
flourished  these  discredited  documents  in  his  face 
and  on  the  strength  of  them  bade  him  "  find  the 
Jew,"    M.   Mischuk  was  misguided  enough  to 
pursue  his  own  line  of  investigation,  which  led 
him  to  connect  the  crime  not  with  Beilis  the 
Jew,  but  with  a  gang  of  malefactors  who  had 
reason  to  fear  that  the  murdered  hoy  would 
betray  them.    It  was  the  members  of  the  Union 
of  the  Russian  People  who  procured  his  dismissal 
from  the  police  service,  and  undoubtedly  they 
were  also  responsible  for  his  present  prosecution. 
Their  malignant  activity  has  now  received  a 
distinct  set-back,  and  for  once  the  voice  of  reason 
and  of  justice  has  made  itself  heard  in  a  Russian 
court  of  law.    We  trust  that  this  may  prove  of 
o'ood  omen  for  Beilis,  who  still  eats  out  his  heart 

© 

in  prison.  _____======== 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  beet  crop,  most  of  the 
sugar-factories  remain  idle  at  Kiev  and  in  South- 
western region  generally,  and  a  great  sugar  scarcity 
is  already  being  felt. 
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LEGISLATIVE  CONTINUITY. 

Upper  House  to  Deal  with  Arrears  from 
the  Third  Duma. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Legislative  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  State  held  last  weel:  it  was  decided  that 
the  principle  of  continuity  of  legislation,  against 
which  the  Council  had  formerly  set  its  face,  should 
henceforth  be  adopted.  By  this  means  Hills  which 
were  passed  by  the  third  Duma  but  had  not  gone 
through  the  Upper  House  may  now  become  law 
without  further  reference  to  the  Duma. 

The  discussion  on  the  proposal  was  opened  by  the 
Premier,  M.  Kokovtsoff,  who  urged  the  Committee 
to  decide  the  question  of  legislative  continuity  with- 
out reference  to  foreign  authorities,  especially  as  these 
were  themselves  contradictory.  He  pointed  to  the 
Memorandum  of  the  consultative  body  which  had 
elaborated  the  regulations  for  the  Duma  and  the 
Council  of  State.  That  body  had  rejected  Prince 
A.  D.  Obolensky's  motion  for  the  simultaneous  con- 
vocation and  dissolution  of  both  legislative  bodies.  The 
precedents  which  occurred  after  the  dissolution  of  the 
first  two  Dumas  did  not  lay  down  any  general  prin- 
ciple, but  merely  had  in  view  the  practical  considera- 
tions of  the  moment.  Now,  however,  the  Council  of 
State  had  in  its  portfolio  thirty-seven  Bills,  many  of 
which  were  of  great  importance  for  the  State. 

M.  Scheglovitoff,  the  Minister  of  Justice,  deprecated 
references  to  the  previous  practice  of  the  Council  of 
Slate  in  dealing  with  Bills  presented  by  Dumas  dis- 
solved before  their  regular  term.  This  could  not  be 
made  a  precedent  in  relation  to  the  third  Duma, 
which  had  completed  the  normal  course  of  its  legis- 
lative labours.  In  England  discontinuity  came  as 
the  result  of  a  long  struggle  between  Parliament  and 
the  Crown  ;  in  countries  free  of  Parliamentarianism 
continuity  held  good  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Professor  Maxim  Kovalevsky  corrected  the  former 
speaker's  view  of  the  origin  of  discontinuity  in 
England. 

Count  A.  A.  Bobrinsky  moved  that  the  question 
should  be  discussed  separately  for  each  outstanding 

On  being  put  to  the  vote  the  principle  of  continuity 
was  adopted  with  only  three  dissentients. 

The  Right  then  brought  in  a  motion  to  apply  the 
principle  of  continuity  exclusively  to  Government 
measures,  and  demanded  that  the  question  as  to  the 
fate  of  private  Bills  should  be  voted  upon  separately. 

The  Premier  declared  such  an  arbitrary  discrimi- 
nation to  be  inadmissible,  and  the  motion  was  lost. 


PRISON  HORRORS. 

Terrible  Treatment  of  "Politicals"  and 
Exiles. 


RIGGING  THE  ELECTIONS. 

Holy  Synod  Organ's  Striking  Admissions. 

The  Kolokol,  the  Holy  Synod  organ,  is  furious  with 
the  Octobrists  for  their  proposed  interpellation  on 
the  illegalities  committed  by  the  authorities  at  the 
elections.  In  the  heat  of  its  indignation  this  semi- 
official Church  paper  recklessly  lets  the  cat  out  of  the 
bag  without  any  consideration  for  the  feelings  of  the 
Russia,  the  Ministerial  organ,  which  keeps  on  stoutly 
denying  any  Government  interference  with  the  elec- 
tions. But  while  the  admission  must  be  embarrass- 
ing to  the  Government,  it  administers  a  rather  unkind 
thrust  at  the  "ungrateful  "  Octobrists. 

"  From  what  quarter,"  it  asks,  "  do  the  threats 
come?  From  none  other  than  the  Octobrists,  who 
have  been  literally  dragged  through  by  the  ears, 
thanks  to  the  favour  of  the  local  authorities,  who  for 
that  purpose  placed  the  clerical  delegates  in  separate 
curice.  This  separation  was  effected  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  enabling  the  Octobrists  toget  their  candi- 
dates elected.  And  this  is  now  the  result.  It  is 
these  very  Octobrists  who  are  profuse  in  their  abuse 
of  the  Government,  although  without  exiraordi  ary 
measures,  such  as  isolating  the  delegates  unfriendly 
to  the  Octobrists  into  separate  curtee,  scarcely  a  single 
Octobrist  would  have  been  saved." 

SUPPRESSION   OF   THE  PRESS. 

The  Yujiiy  Kray,  of  Kharkov, 
roubles  for  the  publication  of  an 
on  the  surveillance  exercised  ovc 
schools. 

The  Utro  Rossiy,  of  Moscow, 
roubles  for  the  publication  of 
"  Education  by  Vodka." 

The   Moscow    District  Court 
dc-.tr ucl i  n  of  a  pamphlet  by  J 
entitled  "The  Programme  of 
P  ople's  Freedom  "  (die  Cadet 
lished  as  a  s  cond  edition  in  1906 


has  been  fined  200 
article  commenti  g 
r  pupils  outride  the 

has  been  fined  500 
an  article  entitled 

has  ordered  the 
F.  Shcrshencvilch 
the  Party  of  the 
Piogramme),  pub- 


Three  warders  of  the  pri  on  at  Irkutsk  seized  a 
man  who  did  not  make  way  for  them  in  the  street, 
took  him  to  the  prison  bureau,  thrashed  him,  and 
spl  t  hi*  head  open  with  a  sabre.  Their  victim  had 
afterward-,  to  be  taken  to  the  city  hospi'al. 


A  tragedy  similar  to  that  which  recently  occurred 
at  the  Kutomar  prison,  in  Siberia,  is  reported  from 
the  convict  settlement  at  Algatchinsk,  near  Sryetcnsk. 
A  political  prisoner  named  Brodsky  was  subjected  to 
corpora!  punishment  for  failing  to  salute  in  military 
fashion.  By  way  of  protest  against  the  flogging  of 
their  comrade  four  prisoners  committed  suicide  by 
poisoning  themselves  and  three  others  by  cutting 
open  their  veins. 

Things  are  not  much  better  in  European  Russia, 
where  events  such  as  those  revealed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  at  Pskov  seem  to  be  the  rule  rather  than 
the  exception.  A  political  prisoner  who  had  been 
transferred  with  a  batch  of  others  from  the  fortress 
of  Schluesselburg  to  the  convict  prison  of  Orel  for 
"  correction "  gives  a  description  of  that  process. 
Because  on  their  arrival  they  demanded  "civil 
treatment,"  they  were  immediately  placed  in  punish- 
ment cells,  where  they  underwent  the  most  inhuman 
torture  one  after  the  other,  until  the  turn  of  the 
writer  arrived. 

Methods  of  Torture. 

"The  door  opened,"  he  says,  "and  the  senior 
warder  rushed  in,  followed  by  a  crowd  of  others. 
Having  resolved  beforehand  to  keep  silent,  I  did  not 
utter  any  sound  when  I  was  struck  on  the  side  of  the 
neck  and  made  to  reel.  One  took  me  by  the 
shoulders  and  another  by  the  legs,  and,  lifting  me 
up,  banged  my  chest  against  the  floor,  which  made 
me  groan  in  spite  of  myself.  This  seemed  to  cause 
satisfaction  to  the  officer,  who  made  the  ironical 
remark,  '  Oh,  now  you  are  talking  French.  There  is 
civil  treatment  for  you,  you  dog  ! '  Somebody  sat 
down  on  my  shoulders  and  twisted  a  rope  round  my 
hands,  while  somebody  else  bound  my  legs  together, 
the  work  being  done  silently.  I  did  not  resist,  and 
only  groaned  occasionally  with  pain.  My  face 
touched  the  floor,  when  some  one  first  kicked  my 
head  and  then  stepped  with  his  heavv  boot  on  my 
cheek.  Probably  vexed  at  my  silence,  he  started 
kicking  my  back,  sides,  &c.  When  they  began  to 
belabour  my  ribs  with  a  key,  I  understood  why  my 
comrades  who  had  passed  through  it  before  me  had 
cried  out  so  loudly.  I  could  not  restrain  myself  any 
longer  and  cried  out  with  pain,  which  served  as  an 
occasion  for  jibes. 

"  When  the  battering  with  the  key  seemed  to  be 
sufficient,  they  lifted  me  up  again,  bound  as  I  was, 
and  dropped  me  on  the  floor.  Thereupon  one  got 
hold  of  my  shoulders  and  another  of  my  knees,  and, 
pressing  my  face  on  the  ground,  they  dragged  my 
head  in  that  position  along  the  asphalt  floor  of  the 
cell,  which  made  half  my  face  raw.  This  seemed  to 
satisfy  them,  for  they  now  lifted  me  up  for  the  last 
time  and  bundled  me  in  a  corner,  face  downward, 
leaving  me  in  that  position." 

An  Old.  Woman's  Pate. 

Though  not  exposed  to  actual  torture,  like  the 
prisoners  in  the  convict  settlements,  political  exiles 
are  nevertheless  subjected  to  severe  restrictions, 
which  are  calculated  to  make  their  life  a  long  agony, 
if  they  do  not  shorten  it.  Mme.  E.  K.  Breshovskaya' 
the  "  mother of  the  Russian  Liberation  movement' 
is  ending  her  days  as  an  exile  at  the  remote  town  of 
Kirensk,  in  the  government  of  Irkutsk.  During  her 
detention  at  the  fortress  of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul  she 
had  contracted  a  serious  disease,  and  her  legs  began 
to  swell.  In  that  condition  she  was  transported  to 
Irkutsk,  where  she  was  again  kept  in  prison,  before 
being  marched  first  to  Lena  and  thence  to  Kirensk. 
Needless  to  say,  this  method  of  travel  did  not 
improve  the  state  of  her  health.  On  her  arrival  at 
Kirensk  she  was  so  weak  that  she  was  unable  to 
leave  her  hut  in  order  to  attend  the  local  hospital. 
Without  consideration  for  her  age— she  is  now  over 
seventy— and  her  helpless  condition,  she  is  not 
allowed  to  keep  a  nurse  or  a  servant  to  heip  her  and 
to  look  after  her.  When  the  local  "  intellectuals " 
managed  to  send  her  a  Sister  of  Mercy,  which  is  no 
easy  matter  in  those  parts,  the  police  arrested  and 
deported  her  to  another  canton,  so  that  the  aged  and 
ailing  exile  has  nobody  to  attend  to  her  wants. 


A   BAN   ON  BAPTISTS. 


A    GOVERNOR'S  NEWSPAPER. 

Violent  Incitements  to  Massacre  Jews. 

The  delegate,  of  the  Xijni  Pair  traders  re<  (-nti„ 
protested  against  the  perniuo,-,  camMta^ VSSfiL 
by  the  local  Black  'hundred  STKtoSftS 
tiijni  Jorgovo-PromyMcnnaya  Gaze  ta,  wl,  ch  pur 
ports  to  be  the  organ  of  the  local  induWie s  and 7, 
directed 1  by  aj«  official  of  the  Governor  ,  'bureau 
One  of  the  delegates,  M.  Podskibyakin  declared  at 
the  meeting  that  the  paper  in  question  sys  en  a  ali 
meted  one  part  of  the  population  against  the :  other 
Governor  M.  Khvos'toff,  challenged 
M.  I  odskibyak.n  to  point  out  any  such  passa<\- 
faihng  wh.ch  he  threatened  to  arrest  hmi  "  ' 

M.  Podskibyakin  has  now  drawn  up  a  detailed 
reply,  giving  chapter  and  verse  for  hisalleSSSns 
some  of  which  it  is  interesting  to  cite.  eM»ons, 
The  leading  article  in  Xo.  401  of  the  so-called 
rade  paper  ,s  devoted  to  "  the  Jewish  danger  that 
hreatens   the  world  with  its   ritual  murdc5s,  and 

ment.     I  he  leading  article  in  No.  425  condemns 
the  admission  of  a  Jew  to  any  State  or  Zem Ttvo 
office,  as  he  would  not  fail  to  act  to  the  injury  of  he 
Russian  State  and  people."    It  is  declared \  to  be 

^nfny  ,t0  ",P'le  UP  °PPr<^>ve  measures  and 
exceptional  regulations,  in  order  to  make  it  impo- 
sible  for  Jews  to  breathe  in  Russia."  The  leade?  ,n 
No.  433  states  that  it  ,s  an  easy  matter  fo  provoke 
anywhere  a  massacre  of  Jews,  while  by  atlemptmS 
to  defend  the  Jews  the  authorities  compromised  r 
prestige  among  the  population. 


ANARCHY    IN   THE  CAUCASUS. 

Reign  of  Terror  Due  to  Official 
Incapacity. 

The  population  of  the  Dushet  district  in  the 
government  of  TiHis,  is  being  kept  in  a  state  o' 
terror  by  a  gang  of  robbers  which  is  operating  with 
impunity,  plundering  the  defenceless  peasants 
Recently  twenty-four  persons  have  been  murdered  in 
the  district.  These  outrages  are  having  an  injurious 
effect  on  farming  and  on  the  barter  trade  with  the 
surrounding  villages,  since  the  peasants  do  not 
venture  to  market  their  produce. 

The  gang  includes  sixteen  men  armed  with 
weapons  of  the  latest  pattern,  and  the  local  authori- 
ties seem  to  be  powerless  against  them.  The  peasant* 
however,  are  between  two  fires,  since  every  outrage 
committed  by  the  gang  is  followed  by  an  official 
punitive  expedition,  in  the  course  of  which  the  whole 
population  is  disarmed,  and  thus  deprived  of  all 
means  of  self-defence,  and  subjected  to  fines  and 
imprisonment.  These  methods  fail,  of  course  to  put 
an  end  to  or  even  to  interfere  with  the  operations  of 
the  robbers. 

Referring  to  the  ruin  of  three  Russian  villages  in 
the  Batoum  di-trict,  which  have  been  abandoned  by 
the  peasants,  the  Novoe  Vremya  addresses  the  follow- 
ing questions  to  the  local  Governor  :— 

Why  did  the  Governor  insist  on  the  guard  of 
his  farm,  who  is  an  assassin,  being  elected  a 
Cantonal  Elder  ?  Why  have  a  Turkish  butcher 
who  cannot  speak  Russian,  a  half-savage 
Turcoman  guard,  and  a  dismissed  official  named 
Jaguinoff  been  promoted  to  officer's  rank  and 
appointed  chiefs  ?  How  is  it  that  the  fugitive 
convict  Ogly  has  been  taken  on  as  a  guard"  and 
another  guard,  Reshed,  who  murdered  an 
unoffending  shepherd,  has  been  the  recipient  of 
public  praise  by  the  Governor,  while  it  was  onlv 
owing  to  the  persistent  efforts  of  the  Public 
Prosecutor  that  he  was  arrested  at  all  ?" 
In  the  course  of  a  6ght  near  Grozny  between 
Cossacks  and  natives  of  the  Tchetchenian  tribe  ten 
men  were  killed  and  thirty  wounded  on  both  sides 


THE    VANISHING  BRIGAND. 


The  Riga  Baptist  Congregation  have 
the  Premier  against  the  illegal  action  of 
of  Livonia,  who  had  forbidden  them 
prayer  meetings,  even  on  Sundays.  By 
Governor,  guards  had  been  placed  at 
their  legally  registered  house  of  prayet 
prevent  worshippers  from  entering  tl 
God,  as  though  it  were  a  resort  of 
Common-law  criminals. 


appealed  to 
the  Governor 
to  hold  any 
order  of  the 
the  gates  of 

in  order  to 
it-  House  of 

political  or 


An  Orthodox  priest  has  been  sentenced  by  the 
District  Court  of  Minsk  to  eight  months'  imprison- 
ment for  practising  usury  on  an  extortionate  i-cale. 


The  Circuit  Session  of  the  Tillis  High  Court  has 
commenced  the  trial  of  M.  Verbitzky,  late  chief  of 
the  Kizlar  district,  his  assistants  Aleynikoff  and 
Averin,  the  police  commissary  Varieff,  the  district 
chief  Abdul- Kadyroff,  and  three  village  elders. 

All  these  officers  are  charged  with  having  omitted 
to  take  any  effective  measures  against  the  attack 
planned  by  the  notorious  robber  chief  Selim  Khan 
on  the  Kizlar  Treasury,  although  they  had  been 
informed  of  his  plans  and  movements  in  good  time 
Selim  Khan's  raid  on  the  Kizlar  Treasury  was  carried 
out  111  the  light  of  day,  at  noon,  on  April  nth,  1010 
when  he  commandeered  the  sum  of  4,124  roubles  ' 
while  eighteen  men  were  killed  and  two  wounded  in 
the  fray. 

M.  Verbitzky  came  in  for  considerable  mention  in 
our  recent  narrative  of  the  exploits  of  the  "Vanish- 
ing Brigand." 
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THE  WORKERS  IN  THE  FIELDS. 


Last  week  we  wrote  of  the  life  of  the  Russian 
working  man  and  woman  in  the  towns  ;  to-day 
we  turn  to  the  workers  in  the  fields,  and  to  their 
even  more  unhappy  plight.  It  may  be  said  at 
the  outset  that  the  desperate  condition  in  which 
the  Russian  peasant  finds  himself  to-day  is  the 
direct  result  of  the  manner  in  which  the  abolition 
of  serfdom  was  carried  out  fifty  years  ago. 
Economically  that  reform  has  effected  little  or  no 
improvement.  The  allotments  of  land  of  which 
the  peasants  became  possessed  were  quite 
inadequate  to  serve  their  needs,  or  even  to 
supply  them  with  the  bare  means  of  subsistence  ; 
this  is  true,  at  any  rate,  with  regard  to  70  per 
cent,  of  their  number.  Handicapped  as  they 
thus  were  from  the  beginning  of  the  "  reform  " 
era,  the  seal  of  poverty  and  starvation  was  per- 
manently stamped  upon  them  by  the  exaction  of 
redemption  payments  for  the  land  which  was 
taken  from  the  nobles  and  by  the  oppressive 
taxation  to  which  they  have  to  submit.  In 
many  cases  the  entire  produce  of  the  harvest  is 
swallowed  up  by  these  payments,  and,  since  the 
taxes  have  to  be  paid  immediately  after  the 
harvest,  the  peasants  are  forced  to  dispose  of 
their  grain  when  prices  are  at  the  lowest,  and  to 
buy  some  of  it  back  in  the  spring,  if  they  can,  when 
prices  have  gone  up.  This  means,  of  course,  that 
they  are  only  half  fed  even  in  ordinary  years,  and 
starve  altogether  in  years  of  scarcity.  What  the 
situation  comes  to  is  this — that  a  very  consider- 
able part  of  the  country's  taxes  is  paid  in  grain, 
huge  quantities  of  which  have  to  be  exported  to 
remedy  the  adverse  trade  balance  that  results 
from  the  backward  condition  of  Russian  indus- 
tries ;  thus  Russia  feeds  the  world  with  corn, 
while  her  own  peasants,  who  have  produced  it, 
go  without. 

It  is  this  fact  that  makes  the  famines  which 
now  visit  Russia  with  appalling  frequency  so 
terrible  in  their  effect.  An  enormous  increase  in 
the  population  has  been  accompanied  on  the  one 
hand  by  decreased  production  (arising  from  causes 
to  which  we  shall  refer  later),  and  on  the  other 
hand  by  increased  export  of  corn.  It  is  no  longer 
possible  to  store  up  the  surplus  of  good  years, 
which  always  has  to  be  disposed  of  at  once  ;  and 
it  is  in  the  light  of  this  necessity  that  the  Govern- 
ment's new  scheme  for  coping  with  the  effects  of 
famine,  which  we  outline  elsewhere,  becomes 
most  painfully  ludicrous.  As  to  the  causes  of 
the  periodical  recurrence  of  famine  years,  which 
Count  Witte  and  others  affect  to  ascribe  to  purely 
meteorological  conditions,  they  too  have  their 
roots  in  the  defects  of  the  reform  of  1861  ; 
and  it  is  important  to  note  in  this  con- 
nection that  only  within  recent  times  have 
famines  in  Russia  become  calamities  of  really 
common  occurrence.  The  smallness  of  the 
peasant  allotments  requires  the  application 
of  intensive  cultivation  to  a  degree  that  is  fatal 
to  the  well-being  of  the  soil.  Over  a  vast  area, 
including  the  naturally  fertile  Black  Country, 
the  land  is  becoming  more  and  more  exhausted, 
and  consequently  bad  harvests  more  and  more 
frequent  and  inevitable.  It  is  extremely  sig- 
nificant that  the  lands  of  the  large  private 
owners,  where  intensive  cultivation  is  not  neces- 
sary, do  not  suffer  nearly  so  much  from  bad 
harvests  as  do  the  lands  of  the  peasants,  and  that 


frequently  in  the  same  district  and  in  the  same 
year  the  former  may  be  gathering  in  abundant 
crops  while  the  latter  iray  be  faced  with  ruin. 
This,  of  course,  effectively  disposes  of  the 
"  meteorological  "  theory.  Deforestation,  which 
the  Government  has  allowed  to  be  practised  to  a 
deplorable  extent  in  recent  years,  is  another 
cause  contributing  to  the  deterioration  of  the 
soil  and  the  consequent  'general  diminution  in 
the  yield  of  the  harvests.  Accompanying  the 
primitive  and  destructive  system  of  cultivation 
in  vogue  among  the  great  majority  of  the 
peasants  are  equally  primitive  conditions  with 
regard  to  agricultural  implements  and  methods  of 
labour;  only ontheestatesof therichest proprietors 
is  the  employment  of  machinetw  general.  As  Mr. 
Drage  points  out  in  his  instructive  work  on  Russia, 
this  means  that  Russian  grain  is  exported  without 
any  adequate  return  to  the  peasants,  because  the 
price  is  regulated  by  that  of  American  grain 
produced  under  the  most  improved  labour-saving 
conditions.  Reference  must  also  be  made  to  the 
great  falling-off  in  the  number  of  livestock 
possessed  by  the  peasants,  which  is  due  partly  to 
the  incidence  of  famines,1  when  the  cattle  perish 
in  their  thousands,  and  partly  to  the  growing 
necessity,  in  order  to  pry  the  annual  taxes,  of 
bringing  pasture  and  mealow  land  under  cultiva- 
tion ;  the  result  being  that  farming  operations 
are  handicapped  by  the  ir?ffeetive  methods  that 
have  to  be  employed,  and  the  land  itself  suffers 
from  lack  of  manure.  The  effect  of  all  these  con- 
ditions is  made  strikingly  obvious  by  the  fact  that 
a  given  area  of  land  in  Russia  is  just  about  a 
quarter  as  productive  on  the  average  as  the  same 
area  in  Great  Britain. 

From  a  consideration  of  the  situation  we  have 
thus  described  it  may  be  gathered  that  the  writer 
who  declared  the  economic  and  social  life  of  the 
Russian  village  to  be  "  a  slow  death  from  starva- 
tion "  was  not  guilty  of  any  exaggeration.  The 
mortality  among  the  peasants  is  enormous,  and  is 
constantly  increasing.  In  famine  years  millions  of 
peasants  die,  and  those  who  survive  are  afflicted 
with  a  variety  of  diseases,  such  as  scurvy  and 
hunger-typhus.  Not  only  are  the  authorities 
responsible  for  the  chief  causes  of  famine,  but 
they  take  no  adequate  measures  themselves  for 
its  relief,  and  penalise  those  who  do.  Medical 
attendance,  as  a  rule,  is  not  to  be  procured  in  the 
villages.  Apart  from  the  extraordinary  con- 
ditions caused  by  harvest  failure,  ordinarily  the 
Russian  peasant  is  badly  and  insufficiently 
nourished,  his  staple  article  of  diet  being 
potatoes ;  in  many  parts  of  the  country  he  only 
eats  meat  a  few  times  in  the  year.  His  housing 
accommodation  is  inadequate,  and  is  without  sani- 
tation or  ventilation  ;  often  the  family  shares  its 
living-rooms  with  the  livestock  belonging  to  the 
farm.  Naturally  in  these  circumstances  the  peasant 
falls  any  easy  prey  to  any  epidemic  that  may 
break  out.  Physical  degeneration  is  becoming- 
more  and  more  apparent  in  the  country,  and  a 
large  number  of  recruits  have  to  be  rejected  every 
year  on  this  ground  as  unfit  for  service  ;  even  the 
famous  Don  Cossacks  are  losing  their  distin- 
guishing characteristics  owing  to  the  oppressive 
poverty  that  surrounds  them.  The  mental, 
moral,  and  physical  degeneration  of  the  peasants 
is  completed  by  the  terrible  ravages  of  alcoholism, 
which  the  State  monopoly  directly  encourages. 
And,  since  the  country  is  thus  kept  in  a  state  of 
listless  inertia,  and  has  not  the  spirit  or  energy 
to  rise  in  protest  against  its  deplorable  fate,  the 
Government  looks  upon  this  degeneration  with- 
out disquiet  or  dissatisfaction.  The  creation  of 
a  healthy,  vigorous,  and  intelligent  peasantry 
would  spell  ruin  to  the  bureaucracy. 


IN    THE  DUMA. 


M.  Krupensky's  Failure  to  Hook  the 
Octobrists. 


As  was  anticipated,  the  expectations  of  M.  Kru- 
pensky,  who  undertook  the  ambitious  task  of  forming 
the  leading  "  Centre"  party  in  the  new  Duma  out  of 
a  combination  between  the  "  Moderate  "  Nationalists 
and  the  Octobrists,  have  met  with  di -appointment, 
and  his  following  has  had  to  make  a  formal  union 
with  the  general  body  of  Nationalists,  from  whom  it 
had  been  anxious  to  differentiate  itself.  The  failure 
is  due  to  the  unwillingness  of  the  Octobrists,  who,  as 
we  foreshadowed  even  while  the  elections  were  pro- 
ceeding, are  able  to  hold  the  balance  in  the  fourth 
Duma.  Chastened  by  their  unpleasant  experiences 
during  the  last  five  years,  the  latter  are  not  over- 
anxious to  undertake  obligations  and  make  promises 
which  they  may  find  later  en  to  be  burdensome. 
They  see  no  necessity  for  entering  into  an  alliance 
which  could  only  be  of  advantage  to  the  Nationalists, 
and  prefer  to  keep  themselves  free  to  act  either 
with  the  Right  or  the  Left,  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

Their  successful  candidate  for  the  Presidency  had 
the  support  of  the  Cadets,  who  had  opposed  his 
candidature  in  the  third  Duma.  This  altered  atti- 
tude of  the  Cadets  towards  M.  Rodzianko  is  chiefly 
to  be  explained  by  their  resolve  to  counteract  the 
Ministerial  combination  at  the  very  outset,  and  to 
brand  for  ever  the  election  campaign  carried  out  by 
the  Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod  as  a  failure.  The 
Octobrists  seem  for  the  present  to  be  enjoying  their 
newly-recovered  liberty  of  action,  since  not  more 
than  three  men  in  the  whole  party  were  found  to 
entertain  any  scruples  with  regard  to  the  formation 
of  a  temporary  bloc  with  the  Opposition. 

Threatening  the  Octobrists. 

The  deputies  of  the  Right  are  threatening  the 
Octobrists,  if  they  persist  in  their  bloc  with  the  Pro- 
gressists and  Cadets,  with  the  prompt  dissolution  of 
the  Duma.  In  the  previous  Duma  such  tactics 
proved  successful.  The  Right  leader,  M.  Zamys- 
lovsky,  then  adopted  the  plan  of  systematically  spread- 
ing rumours  of  an  impending  dissolution  as  the 
best  means  of  coercing  the  Octobrists,  whose  chief 
concern  it  was  to  preserve  the  precarious  existence 
of  the  third  Duma. 

This  lime,  however,  the  Government  is  loth  to 
take  recourse  to  such  a  step,  since  it  has  been  con- 
vinced by  the  disappointments  of  the  last  election 
that  a  dissolution  in  present  circumstances  would 
only  result  in  the  return  of  a  fifth  Duma  more 
opposed  to  it  than  the  present  assembly. 

The  Ministerial  organ,  the  Rossia,  however,  cannot 
suppress  its  indignation  with  the  Octobrists  for  their 
leaning  towards  the  Left  instead  of  towards  the 
Right.  It  is  trying  to  prove  to  the  Octobrists  that 
they  are  unreasonable  in  taking  vengeance  on  the 
Government  for  their  defeats  at  the  elections  in  the 
country  constituencies,  seeing  that  even  in  both 
capitals,  where  they  had  no  occasion  to  complain  of 
any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  they 
were  completely  routed  by  the  Cadets. 

Party  Changes. 

The  unreasoning  demonstration  indulged  in  at  the 
opening  of  the  Duma  by  the  Nationalists,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Right,  has  had  the  unexpected  result  of 
further  diminishing  that  group  in  the  Duma.  Eleven 
peasant  deputies  were  so  indignant  at  the  spirit  of 
faction  displayed  at  such  a  moment  that  they  deserted 
the  Nationalist  group  in  order  to  join  their  rivals,  the 
Octobrists. 

Deputy  Franguloff  has  traversed  even  a  greater 
distance  in  a  single  day  by  deserting  the  Right  wing 
and  passing  over,  across  the  Nationalist  and  Octo- 
brist  parties,  straight  to  the  Progressist  group. 

A  peasant  deputy,  M.  Karauloff,  though  himself  a 
Progressist,  is  endeavouring  to  organise  the  peasant 
deputies,  of  whom  there  are  no  fewer  than  eighty  in 
the  new  Duma,  into  a  separate  group  which  should 
look  after  the  interests  of  the  peasantry  independently 
of  their  political  opinions.  The  formation  of  such  a 
party  on  non-political  lines  is  strongly  opposed  by 
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the  Right  peasant  deputies,  led  by  M.  Bveloguroff , 
who  is  in  close  touch  with  Deputy  Markoff. 

Constitutionalism  a  Capital  Crime. 

Referring  to  M.  Rodzianko's  declaration  in  his 
Presidential  address  that  it  would  be  the  first  task  of 
the  Duma  to  strengthen  the  Constitution,  t lie  Russkoe 
Znamya,  the  organ  of  the  original  Union  of  the 
Russian  People,  writes  as  follows  : — 

"Strengthening  the  Constitution  can  only  mean 
limiting  the  Sovereign  Power,  so  that  the  free  will  of 
the  Monarch  shall  no  longer  be  able  to  manifest 
itself.  But  such  an  aspiration  is  provided  for  by 
Article  99  of  the  Penal  Code,  and  is  a  capital  offence. 
The  proclamation  of  the  commission  of  a  political 
crime  as  the  programme  of  one's  work  and  its 
approval  by  a  majority  of  the  Duma  constitute  an  act 
of  open  rebellion.  .  .  .  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  Duma  r  f  the  fourth  experiment  has  already  entered 
upon  a  revolutionary  course.  It  will  be  followed  bv 
developing  the  attempts  already  made  to  encroach 
gradually  upon  spheres  which  lie  outside  its  compe- 
tence. President  Rodzianko  has  already  made  a 
beginning  in  that  direction  also  bv  referring  to 
foreign  politics,  which  he  will  probably  allow  to  be 
discussed  at  an  early  date,  so  that  the  fourth  Duma 
mav  not  lose  its  revolutionary  complexion,  but  rather 
develop  it  all  the  more  rapidly." 

Another  article,  which  appeared  in  the  same  paper 
on  the  following  day,  concludes  with  the  following 
passage  :— 

"  It  is  the  duty  of  the  new  Duma  itself  to  declare 
before  the  whole  people  that  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
is  an  autocratic  Sovereign,  in  order  to  wash  away  the 
stain  which  has  been  placed  on  the  highest  Imperial 
institution  by  the  previous  Duma." 


FINNISH  LEGISLATION. 


Long  List  of  Measures  for  the  Fourth 
Duma. 


GOVERNMENT   AND  FAMINES. 


Amazing     New    Measure  for 
of  Sufferers. 


"Relief" 


[From  Our  Finnish  Correspondent.] 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Finnish  measures  which 
the  Russian  Government  finds  it  necessary  to  present 
to  the  Duma  in  the  near  future  : — 

(i.)  The  introduction  of  the  Russian  language  in 
the  Finnish  administration. 

(ii.)  The  incorporation  of  Finland  in  the  Russian 
Customs  zone. 

(iii.)  The  extension  to  Finland  of  the  operations  of 
the  Russian  State  Bank. 

(iv.)  The  extension  to  Finland  of  the  validity  of  the 
Russian  Laws  relating  to  the  conscription  of  horses, 
means  of  transport  and  ships,  the  right  of  literary 
ownership,  the  Press  (in  preparation),  commercial 
navigation,  and  the  establishment  of  schools  under 
the  control  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction. 

(v.)  Finland's  participation  in  the  expenses  of 
quartering  the  soldiery  and  paying  employees  in  the 
service  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

(vi.)  The  incorporation  of  the  Finnish  parishes  of 
Kivinebb  and  Xykirk  in  the  government  of  St.  Peters- 
burg. 

(viL  1  The  organisation  in  detail  of  the  transforma- 
tion of  the  Finnish  pilot  and  lighthouse  service  into 
an  Imperial  department,  under  the  control  of  the 
Mini-ter  of  Marine. 

(viii.)  The  subordination  of  the  Finnish  telephone 
system  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior. 

(ix.)  Instruction  in  the  Finnish  and  Swedish 
languages  for  young  Russians. 

(x.)  The  revision  of  the  statutes  which  determine 
the  powers  of  the  Governor-General  of  Finland  and 
of  the  administrative  bodies  under  him. 

fxi )  The  removal  of  trials  for  political  offences 
committed  in  Finland  to  the  Russian  courts. 

(xii.)  The  removal  of  trials  for  official  offences, 
committed  by  Finnish  officials,  to  the  Russian  courts. 

Of  the  foregoing  the  measure  placed  eleventh  on 
the  list  has  just  been  elaborated  by  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  and  will  very  shortly  be  presented  to  the 
Duma.  Evidently  the  Russian  assembly  will  be  very 
much  occupied  with  Finnish  affairs.  One  might 
imagine  that  it  could  find  no  work  to  do  at  home. 

M.  Sedermann,  the  Mayor  of  Nystad,  and 
Councillor  Frin  have  been  confined  in  the  St.  Peters- 
burg House  of  Detention  on  a  charge  of  resisting  the 
Equality  Law.  Councillor  Blum,  who  is  seventy- 
eight  years  old,  and  who  was  also  arrested,  has  been 
released  by  the  Examining  Magistrate  from  pre- 
liminary confinement. 

The  Minister  of  Justice  has  refused  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Council  of  the  Bar  of  the  Kharkov  High 
Court  for  permission  to  accept  six  Jewish  lawyers  as 
assistant-advocates. 

It  is  reported  from  Siberia  that  the  political 
prisoner  Brodsky  who  was  (logged  at  the  convict 
prison  of  Kutomar,  where  several  suicides  have 
recently  occurred,  has  been  driven  insane. 


According  to  an  official  statement,  ten  Russian 
governments  are  afllicted  with  famine  this  year.  They 
are  : — Astrakhan,  Don,  Orenburg,  Perm,  Samara, 
Saratov,  Akmolinsk,  Yenisei,  Tomsk,  and  Yakutsk. 
Some  of  these  localities  are  now  afllicted  for  the 
second  and  even  for  the  third  year  in  succession. 

With  regard  to  the  regular  occurrence  of  famines, 
which  now  appear  every  year,  the  Government 
has  no  illusions.  This  is  indicated  by  the  measure 
which  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  is  to  present  to  the 
Duma,  and  which  is  to  regulate  the  provision  of 
famine  relief.  It  will  be  remembered  that  last  year 
the  Administration  waged  a  fierce  war,  not  against 
the  famine,  but  against  the  private  societies  and 
individuals  who  wished  to  organise  relief  indepen- 
dently of  the  authorities.  The  Government  now 
desires  to  codify  these  measures,  and  thus  recognises 
that  famine  is  not  an  exceptional  and  accidental 
phenomenon  in  Russia,  but  a  regular  endemic. 

The  new  measure,  in  itsgeneral  outlines,  provides  as 
follows : — 

(i.)  Relief  bv  way  of  provision  of  grain  for  the 
starving  population  is  prohibited.  The  people  must 
make  provision  in  money  and  grain  in  the  good 
harvest  years,  and  keep  their  stocks  in  special  store- 
houses in  anticipation  of  bad  harvests. 

(ii.)  The  Government  has  the  supreme  control  of 
all  forms  of  assistance,  and  is  to  manage  the  store- 
houses and  the  reserve  capital  that  is  accumulated. 
All  operations  that  are  carried  out  will  be  by  express 
order  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

(iii.)  Assistance  in  kind  may  only  be  given  within 
the  limits  of  the  reserves  accumulated  by  the  starving 
people  themselves.  Private  individuals  and  socie- 
ties will  only  have  the  right  to  find  work  or  credit 
for  the  famine  sufferers,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
local  police. 

The  terms  of  this  amazing  measure  are  published 
in  the  Pravo,  a  law  journal. 


MINISTERS  V.   THE  LAW. 

An  Illegal  Deportation  Order. 

.  ,-1^.-  

Typical,  as  showing  that  the  law  has  no  existence 
in  the  eyes  of  Russian  Ministers,  is  a  case  which  the 
daily  Press  finds  too  insignificant  for  mention,  but  to 
which  the  law  journal,  the  Pravo,  devotes  two  whole 
columns. 

The  Governor-General  of  Omsk  recently  deported 
a  man  named  Beliaeff  from  the  town  of  Omsk  to  a 
distant  locality  situated  near  the  Polar  circle.  The 
order  of  deportation  stated  that  it  was  based  on  the 
right  conferred  by  Article  19  of  the  regulations 
dealing  with  the  "  state  of  siege.''  Belaieff,  however, 
in  a  petition  addressed  to  the  Senate,  declared  that 
this  Article  only  authorises  the  Governor-General  to 
deport  him  to  "  a  place  situated  in  the  interior  of  the 
government  of  Omsk,  and  not  to  one  where  deporta- 
tion is  equivalent  to  a  sentence  of  death.'' 

Questioned  by  the  Senate,  the  Governor-General 
replied  that  his  action  had  been  contrary  to  the  law, 
but  in  conformity  with  the  explanations  and  formal 
orders  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Makaroff. 

The  latter,  invited  in  Lis  turn  to  explain,  made 
the  following  statement  to  the  Senate  :  — 

"  It  is  true  that  the  law  only  authorises  the 
Governor  to  deport  persons  whom  he  considers 
dangerous  to  the  public  security  to  places  situated  in 
the  interior  of  the  province.  But  this  law  was  made 
at  a  time  when  the  revolutionary  movement  was 
still  but  slightly  developed.  To-day,  however,  there 
is  in  the  interior  of  every  province  a  population  that 
is  very  much  disposed  to  follow  the  lead  of  revolu- 
tionaries. To  deport  them  to  the  interior  would  be 
to  provide  them  with  the  most  promising  field  for 
their  activity,  and  this  would  be  running  counter  to 
the  object  of  the  deportation  system  instituted  by  the 
Monarch." 

The  First  Department  of  the  Senate  would  not 
accept  these  explanations,  and  unanimouslv  declared 
the  order  made  against  Beliaeff  to  be  "  irregular." 

The  dissatisfied  Ministry  thereupon  demanded  that 
the  Beliaeff  affair  should  be  examined  by  all  the 
departments  of  the  Senate  together.  This  assembly, 
composed  of  the  highest  legal  authorities  in  the  State, 
was  equally  divided  on  the  question,  which  remains 
undecided. 

Meanwhile  Beliaeff  is  still  located  on  the  border  of 
the  Polar  circle. 


COMMERCIAL  TRAVELLING 
IN  RUSSIA. 


A  photographer  at  Piotrkov,  Poland,  has  been 
fined  50  roubles  for  having  issued  an  advertisement 
in  Polish  without  an  accompanying  Russian  version. 

It  i>  estimated  that  the  number  of  workmen  who 
went  on  strike  in  St.  Petersburg  on  the  day  of  the 
opening  of  the  Duma  amounted  to  30,000. 


Innumerable  Obstacles  to  Business. 

Russia  has  never  welcomed  the  foreigner  who 
travels  commercially,  and  least  of  all  him  who  would 
sell  rather  than  buy.  In  the  first  place'the  would-be 
commercial  traveller  must  procure  a  certificate  from 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the  town  where  the 
firm  he  represents  is  rated  as  an  occupier.  Then  he 
must  obtain  a  passport,  and  a  visa.  On  arriving  at 
the  frontier  he  must  present  his  credentials  and  take 
out  a  licence,  which  costs  50  roubles.  If  his  firm  is 
not  licensed  to  trade  in  Russia  he  must  take  out  a 
licence  for  the  firm  ;  this  costs  another  150  roubles. 
These  licences  are  merely  general  and  preliminary. 
In  every  town  he  visits  the  foreign  commercial 
traveller  must  pay  10  per  cent,  of  the  town  dues  pay- 
able by  travellers,  and  for  his  firm  also  15  per  cent, 
of  those  paid  by  local  traders.  The  same  percentages 
must  also  be  paid  for  each  province  visited. 

Samples  are  not  admitted  free  ;  the  duty  must  be 
paid  in  gold,  and  duty  must  be  paid  on  the  wrappings 
and  packages  also.  If  the  samples  are  taken  out  of 
the  country  the  duty  is  not  returned,  nor  any  part  of  it. 
The  commercial  traveller  pays  the.  same  rate  as  other 
travellers  for  railway  fares  and  excess  luggage.  These 
preliminary  operations  entail  considerable  delay,  and 
are  as  a  rule  costly,  because  usually  something 
amongst  the  samples  or  the  papers  is  found  to  be 
not  quite  in  order. 

Fines   and  Arrests. 

Xo  traveller  can  master  all  the  local  regulations  in 
every  town  and  province,  and  he  is  subjected  to 
fines  for  infringing  any  of  the  many  which  seem 
to  have  been  designed  on  purpose  to  trap  him.  Then 
there  are  attentions  from  police  and  local  authorities, 
from  which  only  the  lucky  escape.  Sometimes  a 
trade  competitor  or  local  tradesman  gives  the  police 
information,  and  the  traveller  finds  himself  under 
arrest  and  his  goods  under  seal  of  the  sheriff  before 
he  knows  even  the  nature  of  the  offence  he  is  assumed 
to  have  committed.  Bogus  action^  are  brought 
against  the  firm  through  the  traveller,  and  he  has  to 
bear  the  brunt.  As  he  cannot  leave  the  country 
until  matters  in  dispute  have  been  settled,  the 
traveller  has  just  to  sit  down  and  wait,  it  may  be  for 
months,  in  some  cases  for  years,  and  in  the  meantime 
his  business  is  suspended.  His  licence  may  be 
revoked,  and  his  passport  is  detained.  The  wise 
commercial  does  not  retaliate ;  that  takes  too  long, 
and  is  usually  expensive.  . 

There  are  certain  regions  into  which  the  foreign 
commercial  traveller  must  not  enter  :  there  are 
certain  kinds  of  business  he  must  not  do  ;  and  there 
are  certain  people  with  whom  he  must  not  trade. 

One  traveller,  by  the  gracious  permission  of  the 
authorities,  is  allowed  to  go  into  a  particular  district 
to  buy  native  produce.  He  may  not  sell  what  he 
buys,  and  it  is  understood  that  any  letters  he  may 
receive  or  write  will  be  read  by  the  State  officials. 
This  is  often  dO'ie  in  other  cases  when  it  has  not 
been  so  understood — at  least,  not  understood  by  the 
foreigner. 

Not  a  Free  Market. 

Russia  is  not  a  free  market  for  the  commercial 
produce  of  other  countries  ;  that  the  manufacturer, 
large  or  small,  discovers  when  he  goes  to  Russia  to 
find  buyers  for  what  he  makes.  Unless  he  is 
befriended  by  some  guild  merchant,  or  has  the 
support  of  some  powerful  official  or  influential  aristo- 
crat, very  quickly  he  finds  himself  amidst  troubles 
which  will  require  the  immediate  and  persistent 
attention  of  his  Consul  if  he  is  to  be  extricated  with- 
out loss  of  liberty.  But  when  the  commercial 
traveller  is  supported  by  the  patronage  of,  say,  a 
Grand  Duke  it  is  not  needful  for  him  to  have  even 
a  passport.  These  travellers  do  not  complain  : 
usually  they  insinuate  that  the  ordinary  professional 
commercial  traveller  in  the  country  does  not  know 
his  business.  That  also  is  invariably  the  official  view. 
The  regulations  do  not  apply  to  Finland,  where  the 
commercial  traveller  is  free  to  go  about  his  business 
unimpeded. 

THREE   YEARS   FOR  MURDER. 

The  Cossack  Captain  Autonomoff  has  been  sen- 
tenced by  the  District  Court  of  Ekaterinodar,  in  the 
Caucasus,  to  three  years'  imprisonment  for  an  act  of 
deliberate  murder.  Captain  Autonomoff,  acting 
up  to  his  name,  was  such  a  law  unto  him>elf  that  he 
did  not  shrink  from  shooting  at  his  fellow-passengers 
in  a  second-class  compartment  of  the  Vladikavkaz 
railway  because  they  woulc  not  stop  their  conversa- 
tion at  his  bidding.  He  thus  killed  an  Excise  officer 
named  Baransky,  on  whom  he  fired  point  blank, 
while  he  was  only  prevented  from  committing  a 
second  murder  by  the  fact  that  his  revolver  missed 
fire. 

Fai  from  regrettinghis  deed,  the  Captain  exclaimed, 
"  What  a  pity  !  I  would  have  killed  all  five  of 
them.    Let  them  know  whom  they  have  to  deal  with !" 
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NOTES. 


The  Presidential  Address. 

It  is  still  too  early  to  say  •whether  M..  Rodzianko, 
the  President  of  the  new  Duma,  will  prove  as  good 
as  his  word,  and  will  act  in  the  spirit  of  his  opening 
address.  In  Liberal  circles  in  Russia,  however, 
it  is  considered  that  his  momentous  utterance, 
which  now  remains  permanently  on  record,  has 
acquired  an  importance  that  is  independent  of 
any  future  action  or  omission  on  the  part  of  M. 
Rodzianko  himself.  It  is  true  that  M.  Gutchkoff, 
at  the  time  of  his  election  to  the  Presidential 
chair,  also  professed  to  be  a  Constitutionalist  as 
far  as  his  own  personal  views  were  concerned, 
but  he  was  careful  to  protect  himself  by  the 
reservation  that  the  strengthening  of  the  Con- 
stitutional principle  was  not  one  of  the  subjects 
to  which  the  Duma  had  to  address  itself.  It 
has,  therefore,  been  left  to  the  President  of  the 
fourth  Duma  to  declare  that  the  fundamental 
concession  of  the  October  Manifesto  was  a  Con- 
stitution, "  the  strengthening  of  which  must 
form  the  primary  and  indispensable  care  of 
Russia's  national  representation  :  "  and,  unlike 
M.  Gutchkoff.  he  has  not  laid  the  main  stress  on 
the  "  thousand  and  one  '  practical '  questions  " 
to  which  the  Government  is  only  too  eager  to 
restrict  the  work  of  the  Legislature.  Not  only 
has  M.  Rodzianko  thus  indicated,  in  advance  of 
the  Premier's  expected  statement,  what  the 
legislative  programme  of  the  Duma  should  be, 
but  he  has  declared  urbi  et  orbi  that  the  "  arbi- 
trary  conditions  of  daily  life " — which,  being 
interpreted,  means  the  exceptional  regime  of  the 
Okhrana — are  not  to  be  tolerated.  This  explains 
the  delight  with  which  the  President's  opening- 
address  has  been  greeted  by  all  the  Constitu- 
tional parties,  while  at  the  same  time  it  has  been 
denounced  as  revolutionary  by  the  champions  of 
unlimited  autocracj-  and  the  arbitrary  exercise  of 
administrative  power. 


Famine  "  Relief." 

Although  we  have  touched  upon  the  subject 
of  the  periodical  recurrence  of  famines  in  Russia 
elsewhere  in  this  issue,  we  find  it  necessaiy  to 
give  separate  attention  to  the  remarkable 
measure  dealing  with  the  question  of  relief 
which  the  Government  contemplates  introducing 
in  the  Duma.  In  this  monument  of  legislative 
unreason  it  is  proposed  that  it  shall  be  unlawful 
for  outside  organisations  to  provide  grain  for  the 
starving  peasants,  or  to  do  more  than  find  them 
work  and  credit  (if  the  local  police  are  disposed 
to  sanction  such  benevolence).  The  idea  is  that 
in  the  good  years  the  peasants  shall  store  up 
grain  and  monej-  for  the  bad  years,  and  the 
authorities  are  to  be  placed  in  management  of 
such  stores,  which  alone  shall  be  used  for  relief 
purposes.  But  how  are  the  peasants  to  save 
when  the  annual  taxes  swallow  up  not  only  the 
surplus  of  the  harvest  (if  there  is  any),  but  in 
many  cases  the  actual  produce  that  is  required 
for  their  own  subsistence  ?  And  what  is  likely 
to  become  of  any  stores  that  may  be  accumulated 


when  they  are  placed  under  the  management  of 
Russian  (Jovernment  officials  ?  It  passes  belief 
that  such  a  wild  scheme  should  have  been  given 
birth  even  in  the  inconsiderate  mind  of  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior. 

Roumania's  Offence. 

The  illiberal  attitude  of  Roumania  towards 
her  Jewish  subjects  is  one  that  concerns  us  very 
closely,  as  being  without  doubt  directly  inspired 
and  encouraged  by  the  action  of  Russia.  In 
denying  civil  and  religious  liberty  to  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  million  inhabitants  of  the  country 
she  has  for  over  thirty  years  been  flouting  the 
most  fundamental  provisions  of  the  Treaty  of 
Berlin.  That  instrument  is  nothing  if  not  a 
guarantee  of  religious  equality,  and  in  this 
respect  it  is  distinguished  from  all  the  other 
great  international  treaties.  Servia,  Bulgaria, 
Montenegro,  Greece,  and  even  Turkey  have  all 
faithfully  fulfilled  their  obligations  in  this 
regard ;  Roumania  alone  has  ignored  them. 
And  yet  it  is  to  the  European  Powers,  and  on  the 
express  condition  that  she  carries  out  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  that  Roumania 
owes  her  existence  as  a  State.  Now  Europe  has 
a  signal  opportunity  to  enforce  fulfilment  upon 
her.  The  question  of  Roumania's  territorial 
compensation  arising  out  of  the  Balkan  War  will 
shortly  come  up  for  decision,  and  it  is  sufficient 
for  one  Power  to  demur  to  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment for  her  ambitions  to  he  effectively  knocked 
on  the  head.  By  meai»s  of  such  a  threat  there 
should  be  no  difficulty  in  bringing  Roumania  to 
her  senses,  and  in  ensuring  full  liberty  in  the 
future  for  the  victims  of  her  oppression. 


Prince  Kropotkin. 

We  should  like  to  add  our  tribute  to  the  many 
that  have  been  addressed  to  Prince  Kropotkin  on 
the  occasion  of  his  seventieth  birthday.  Even 
those  who  do  not  see  eye  to  eye  with  the  veteran 
reformer  on  social  questions  must  recognise  the 
rugged  honesty  and  singleness  of  purpose  that 
have  inspired  his  whole  career,  part  of  which 
was  occupied  with  devoted  and  very  valuable 
service  to  the  Government  of  his  native  country. 
His  life  is  a  striking  illustration  of  the  deplorable 
waste  and  sacrifice  of  the  best  human  material 
that  is  always  going  on  in  Russia.  The  Russian 
regime  renders  it  impossible  for  an  honest  man  to 
be  anything  but  revolutionary  in  sentiment,  and 
naturally  drives  his  inclinations  into  the  direc- 
tion of  anarchy.  Prince  Kropotkin,  of  course, 
has  never  been  an  anarchist  in  the  vulgar  sense  of 
the  word,  but  he  is  par  essceltence  the  philosopher 
of  the  movement.  A  misguided  philosophy, 
perhaps ;  but  the  blame  of  that  lies  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  Russian  Government.  In  a 
later  issue  we  hope  to  inquire  into  his  schemes  of 
reform  for  Russia,  as  well  as  those  of  other  great 
workers  in  the  same  field ;  for  the  present  we 
need  do  no  more  than  felicitate  him  on  his  dis- 
tinguished record,  and  ourselves  on  his  continued 
presence  among  us. 

Russian  Coal. 

The  announcement  that  Russia  is  suffering 
from  a  coal  famine  of  so  serious  a  character  as  to 
merit  the  description  of  a  "calamity"  demon- 
strates the  reckless  absurdity  of  the  Nationalist 
campaign  against  the  importation  of  British  coal. 
It  is  stated  that  Odessa.  Kharkov,  and  Sebastopol 
between  them  require  twenty-five  million  poods 
(over  400,000  tons)  that  cannot  be  supplied, 
that  many  factories  and  mills  have  had  to  shut 
down,  and  that  in  Moscow  the  tramway  services 
will  probabl}-  have  to  cease  working.  And  yet 
it  was  only  recently  that  the  Novoe  Vremya 
boasted  that  Russia's  coal-producing  capacity  was 
greater  than  that  of  an}-  other  country,  and  that 
the  Donetz  basin  contained  enough  coal  to  keep 
the  whole  Empire  supplied  for  the  next  1,500 
years.     The  real  state  of  affairs  is  invariably 


shown  when  the  coal  supply  from  this  country 
fails.  Moreover,  Russian  coal  is  not  only 
insufficient  in  quantitj^,  but  lamentably  inferior  in 
quality.  When  the  recent  miners'  strike  was  in 
progress  over  here,  the  Russian  Minister  of 
Marine  was  compelled  to  address  a  sharp  remon- 
strance to  the  few  local  mine-owners  who  were  in 
a  position  to  supply  the  Navy.  "  As  long  as  coal 
is  dear,"  he  telegraphed,  "any  other  considera- 
tion, such  as  whether  it  will  burn  or  not,  does  not 
seem  to  interest  you."  But  the  "Real  Russian  '' 
Press  continues,  as  it  has  done  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years,  to  agitate  for  the  exclusion  of 
British  coal.  Such  is  the  economy  of  those  who 
aspire  to  the  control  of  the  Duma. 

A  Prison  Contrast. 

A  contrast  of  a  more  than  usually  instructive 
kind  is  afforded  by  two  items  dealing  with 
prison  conditions  published  in  our  columns. 
Last  week  we  drew  attention  to  the  awful 
torture  inflicted  at  Orel  on  a  number  of  political 
prisoners — that  is  to  say,  on  men  who  had  pro- 
bably been  convicted  of  "  crimes "  which  in 
civilised  countries  are  not  accounted  offences  at 
all.  They  were  lifted  bodily  up  by  warders  and 
dashed  against  the  stone  floor  of  the  cell  ;  they 
were  bound  tight  with  ropes ;  their  faces  were 
stamped  upon  by  heavy  boots  ;  they  were  beaten 
with  keys,  and  in  other  ways  made  to  suffer  the 
most  agonising  pain.  They  were  only  poor 
"  politicals,"  so  that  their  fate  was  in  no  way 
out  of  the  common.  This  week  we  publish  some 
particulars  of  the  life  of  a  convicted  mitrderer  at 
Irkutsk.  This  man  owned  some  mines  in  the 
district,  and  by  taking  the  Prison  Inspector  into 
partnership  practically  secured  his  liberty, 
managing  his  property  and  living  unmolested  in 
the  lap  of  luxury  when  he  was  supposed  to  be 
serving  his  sentence  in  the  penal  settlement  of 
Irkutsk.  A  common-law  criminal,  of  course,  is 
a  cut  above  a  "  political,"  and  when  he  is  a 
wealthy  murderer  to  boot  he  naturally  enjoys 
privileges  of  which  humbler  prisoners  may  not 
even  dream.  To  be  a  success  in  crime  in  Russia 
you  must  eschew  the  politer  forms  of  the 
occupation. 

A  Book  on  Russia. 

In  our  leading  article  last  week  we  made  refer- 
ence to  a  work  recently  published  in  Paris  under 
the  title  LaRussie  Moderne.  This  book,  which  is 
from  the  pen  of  M.  Gregoire  Alexinsky,  a  member 
of  the  second  Duma,  may  be  heartily  recom- 
mended to  those  who  desire  to  obtain  a  compre- 
hensive survey  of  the  conditions  prevailing  in  all 
branches  of  Russian  life  to-day.  When  one 
comes  to  think  of  it,  it  is  really  remarkable  how 
comparatively  little  is  known  by  the  general 
public,  both  in  this  country  and  elsewhere,  of  the 
average  Russian's  way  of  life,  and  of  the  many 
factors  with  which  he  has  to  contend  in  his 
struggle  for  a  quiet  existence.  We  refer  here  not 
so  much  to  the  political  suspect,  to  the  Jew,  and 
to  the  other  victims  of  overt  persecution,  but  to 
the  ordinary  working  man  and  woman,  the  peasant, 
the  professional  man,  and  so  forth.  It  is  in  his 
description  of  the  conditions  governing  their  life 
that  M.  Alexinsky  excels,  while  we  may  single 
out  for  especial  commendation  his  observations 
on  the  position  of  the  Russian  woman.  As  a 
contribution  to  the  study  of  modern  social 
economy  the  book  is  invaluable,  and  we  should 
welcome  an  English  translation.  For  the  benefit 
of  those  who  wish  to  study  it  in  the  original  we 
add  that  it  is  published  in  Paris  by  M.  Flam- 
marion.   

A   BOYCOTTED  PROFESSOR. 

Professor  Polakoff,  of  the  medical  faculty  of  the 
University  of  Kharkov,  who  is  one  of  the  Professors 
"  by  Ministerial  appointment,"  has  made  himself  so 
intensely  disliked  by  reason  of  his  harsh  treatment  of 
the  students  that  his  lectures  have  been  entirely  boy- 
cotted by  the  latter.  The  result  is  that  the  Professor 
now  delivers  his  lectures  in  an  empty  hall. 
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Murderer's  Pleasant  Life  in  "  Gaol." 

Amazing  revelations  were  made  at  the  trial  of 
Councillor  of  State  A.  S.  Zaytseff,  Inspector  of  Pri'ons 
in  the  government  of  Irkutsk,  who  was  sentenced  to 
be  dismissed  from  his  post  and  deprived  of  the  right 
of  re-entering  the  State  service. 

The  Inspector's  offence  consisted  in  not  only 
allowing  full  liberty  to  a  convicted  murderer  named 
Alexis  Voltchenko,  but  even  of  entering  into  partner- 
ship with  him  in  the  mining  operations  the  supposed 
prisoner  was  permitted  to  carry  on.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  Voltchenko,  instead  of  serving  his  sentence  in 
the  Central  Prison  of  Irkutsk,  was  all  the  time 
managing  certain  mines  he  had  rented  in  the 
Tcheremkhov  district,  where  he  lived  in  great  style 
with  his  mistress.  The  mines  were  worked  by  penal 
servitude  prisoners,  and  the  whole  escort  accompany- 
ing the  convicts  was  completely  under  the  control 
and  at  the  disposal  of  Voltchenko.  He  would  also 
make  frequent  trips  to  the  town  of  Irkutsk,  the  place 
of  his  supposed  incarceration,  in  order  to  visit  his 
friends  and  relations,  to  frequent  theatres  and  other 
entertainments,  and  to  call  on  various  officials  in 
connection  with  his  mining  enterprises.  It  came  out 
at  the  trial  that  the  prison  superintendents  at  the  mines 
received  their  salary  from  Voltchenko,  and  not  from 
their  superiors. 

One  of  the  witnesses  stated  that  when  he  ex- 
pressed his  astonishment  at  the  impunity  with  which 
Voltchenko  managed  to  lead  such  a  life,  the  latter 
calmly  explained  :  "  With  money  you  can  do  any- 
thing."   

THE   JEWISH  QUESTION. 


M.  Amfiteatroff,  the  well-known  novelist  and  pub- 
licist, who  last  year  was  the  first  to  propose  in  the 
Press  a  general  protest  against  the  Blood  Accusation, 
and  saw  it  carried  into  effect  a  few  months  later  by 
another  well-known  novelist,  M.  Korolenko,  recently 
expressed  his  views  on  the  subject  to  an  interviewer. 

"The  time  has  come,"  he  said,  "when  Russian 
authors  should  no  longer  pass  over  the  Jewish  ques- 
tion in  silence,  but  should  come  forward  openly 
and  energetically  against  the  treatment  of  Jews  in 
Russia.  It  is  true  that  it  is  hard  to  find  words  that 
are  adequate  to  describe  the  position,  and  one  feels 
somewhat  awkward  at  the  implied  assumption  that 
the  Jews  need  defending,  as  if  they  were  less  worthy 
than  those  who  are  about  to  defend  them ;  the  Jews 
might  perhaps  resent  our  taking  up  the  part  of  their 
apologists.  Nevertheless  we  Russian  authors  are 
bound  to  do  what  lies  before  us.  We  are  in  duty 
bound  to  relieve  our  conscience  from  this  heavy  sin. 
It  is  ridiculous  to  charge  the  Jews  with  inability  to 
perform  hard  physical  work,  as  if  the  lean,  emaciated 
Jew  were  the  real  Jewish  type.  I  have  been  to 
Salonika,  and  observed  the  Jews  there — the  dock 
labourers,  &c.  There  one  may  clearly  perceive 
what  a  change  can  be  effected  in  the  Jews  by  free 
conditions  of  life.  They  seem  to  belong  to  quite  a 
different  race.  There  they  are  able  to  work — Wealthy, 
strong,  and  quite  different  in  their  looks  and  move- 
ments ;  indeed,  an  altogether  changed  race." 


PERSECUTION  OF  EXILES 

M.  Safonoff  has  given  the  Russian  papers  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  petty  persecution  and  vexatious  treat- 
ment of  exiles  by  the  police  in  the  Government  of 
Vologda,  severe  though  their  normal  sufferings  are. 
As  provisions  are  dear,  and  there  are  no  opportunities 
of  earning  money,  they  live  in  a  state  of  semi-starva- 
tion. The  attitude  of  the  police  has  latterly  become 
worse  than  before,  and  they  use  every  trifle  as  a 
pretext  for  imposing  fresh  restrictions.  During  the 
whole  of  the  long  winter  the  exiles  are  forbidden  to 
skate,  and  any  attempt  at  social  intercourse  with  the 
local  inhabitants  is  treated  as  a  punishable  offence. 
On  no  account  may  they  take  a  walk  outside  the 
town,  and  even  between  themselves  they  must  never 
meet  more  than  five  together,  though  it  be  only  to 
take  a  harmless  glass  of  tea  on  the  occasion  of  the 
birthday  of  one  of  their  number. 

According  to  M.  Safonoff's  account,  in  the  year 
10,09  the  number  of  exiles  confined  by  administrative 
order — that  is  to  say,  without  any  judicial  process — 
at  a  fixed  spot  amounted  to  30,000,  while  70,000  more 
were  allowed  to  move  about  within  a  restricted  area, 
without,  however,  overstepping  the  boundaries  of 
the  particular  government  to  which  each  of  them 
had  been  exiled.  Thus  the  total  number  of  exiles  of 
both  categories  in  that  year  reached  100,000. 


JUDICIAL  CRIMES. 

The  eminent  jurist,  M.  Xabokoff,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  first  Duma,  recently  delivered  a  lecture  at 
Wilna  on  the  subject  of  miscarriage  of  justice. 
When,  however,  he  referred  to  the  cases  of 
Glusker  and  Kappoport,  he  was  immediately  stopped 
by  the  police  officer  in  attendance,  who  interrupted 
the  lecture,  while  the  lecturer  received  an  ovation 
from  the  audience. 

Glusker,  who  was  sentenced  to  death  by  court- 
martial  (in  a  proclaimed  district)  on  a  charge  of 
murder,  was  the  victim  of  mistaken  identity,  and  it 
was  only  after  his  execution  that  the  real  murderers 
were  discovered.  The  Glusker  affair  has  become 
proverbial  in  Russia  as  the  "  nightmare  case." 

As  for  kappoport,  our  readers  will  probably 
remember  the  story  of  this  half-witted  Jewish  youth 
who  was  wrongly  condemned  for  the  murder  of 
Governor  Joltanovsky,  while  the  actual  murderer 
remained  at  large  in  Paris.  Fortunately  Rappoport 
was  not  executed,  but  only  sent  to  penal  servitude, 
and  hi-,  mother's  petition  to  the  Tsar,  supported  as  it 
was  by  the  recommendation  of  M.  Kokovtsoff,  has 
resulted,  however  tardily,  in  the  bestowal  of  a' free 
pardon  on  her  son  by  an  act  of  Imperial  clemency. 
She  had  previously  failed  in  her  endeavour  to  secure 
a  revision  of  the  trial. 


The  sum  of  261,000  roubles  has  disappeared  from 
the  Treasury  of  Petropavlovsk,  in  Kamtchatka.  A 
prosecution  has  in  consequence  been  started  against 
several  Government  officials,  police  officers,  and 
private  persons. 


JEWISH  EXPULSIONS. 

A  number  of  Jews  against  whom  the  Governor- 
General  of  the  Kiev  region  has  issued  orders  of 
expulsion  from  villages  where  they  had  been  settled 
before  1907,  and  where  they  have  since  remained  in 
virtue  of  the  Stolypin  Circular  of  that  year,  have 
appealed  to  the  Senate  and  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  imploring  their  intervention  to  save  them 
and  their  families  from  ruin. 

M.  Friedmann,  the  Jewish  deputy,  is  being  over- 
whelmed with  requests  for  intercession  with  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  on  behalf  of  Jews  threatened 
with  expulsion  from  the  villages  of  the  governments 
of  Podolia,  Volhynia,  and  Ekaterinoslav,  where  they 
have  been  settled  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the 
district  of  Dubno  alone  two  hundred  Jewish  families 
are  threatened  with  expulsion. 

The  only  dentist  in  the  town  of  Nijneudkisk,  in 
the  government  of  Irkutsk,  Siberia,  has  been  expelled 
on  account  of  his  being  a  Jew. 


OFFICIALS  AND  GAMBLING  CLUBS. 

The  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Prefecture  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, Councillor  of  State  Nikiphoroff,  has  been  sen- 
tenced to  three  years'  imprisonment  for  acts  of  bribery 
and  extortion  in  his  dealings  with  the  keepers  of 
gambling  clubs  in  the  capital.  At  the  institutions 
which  enjoyed  the  protection  of  this  high  functionary 
no  restrictions  were  placed  on  gambling,  and  every 
big  scandal  was  hushed  up.  Under  cover  of  this 
official  indulgence  orgies,  in  which  women  partici- 
pated, were  allowed  to  be  held  at  the  gambling 
clubs. 

From  the  report  submitted  to  the  Prefect  by  a 
former  official  it  appeared  that  clubs  of  this  kind 
multiplied  in  St.  Petersburg  with  the  rapidity  of  an 
epidemic  during  the  famous  period  of  the  dictator- 
ship of  General  D.  T.  Trepoff,  who  used  to  say  : 
"  Let  them  rather  gamble  at  the  St.  Petersburg  clubs 
than  busy  themselves  with  politics." 


SUPPRESSION    OF    THE  PRESS. 

The  Governor  of  Kharkov  has  fined  the  editor  of 
the  Yitniy  Kray  300  roubles  for  commenting  on 
certain  proceedings  in  the  local  prison.  The 
Governor  is  of  the  opinion  that  such  comments  are 
calculated  to  create  a  hostile  feeling  towards  the 
Government,  and  he  is  probably  right. 

The  Den,  of  St.  Petersburg,  has  been  fined  350 
roubles  and  the  weekly  Sury  Voskhod  500  roubles  for 
commenting  on  the  recent  trial  of  M.  Mischuk,  the 
late  head  of  the  Kiev  Detective  Department. 

The  Mo'iodaya  Sibir,  of  Irkutsk,  has  been  fined  300 
roubles  for  the  publication  of  an  article  entitled 
'•  Alcoholism  and  Mysticism,"  while  the  Sibir,  of  the 
same  town,  has  been  fined  300  roubles  for  an  article 
on  the  workmen's  strike  at  St.  Petersburg. 

The  editor  of  the  Stary  Vhulnniretz  has  been  lined 
100  roubles  for  reprinting  from  another  journal  the 
information  that  owing  to  the  rumours  of  an  impend- 
ing war  the  workmen  at  I\anovo  were  withdrawing 
their  deposits  from  the  banks. 

The  editor  of  the  Baioum  lyes//  has  been  fined 
300  roubles,  with  the  alternative  of  three  months' 
imprisonment,  for  having  reprinted  from  a  metro- 
politan paper  an  article  relating  to  the  state  of  affairs 
in  the  Church  of  Georgia. 

M.  Gorski,  the  editor  of  the  Dzicn,  of  Warsaw,  has 
been  sentenced  by  the  Warsaw  High  Court  to  three 
months'  imprisonment  for  the  publication  of  a  tele- 
gram from  St.  Petersburg  reporting  a  speech  deli- 
vered in  the  third  Duma  by  Deputy  Xakonieczny. 

M.  Sokolowski,  the  editor  of  the  Warsaw  weekly 
Ttybuna,  has  been  sentenced  by  the  same  court  to 
two  months'  imprisonment  for  an  article  on  the 
condition  of  the  working  classes. 

The  Terek,  of  Vladikavkay,  has  been  fined  100 
roubles  for  the  publication  of  an  article  on  the 
municipal  regulations. 

The  editor  of  the  Pskov  yizn  has  been  sentenced 
to  three  months'  imprisonment  for  an  election  article 
published  during  the  recent  campaign. 

The  High  Court  of  Kazan  has  rejected  the  appeal 
of  Mme.  Vovk-Rossokha.  editress  of  the  Syzran 
Trujcnmk,  and  sentenced  her  to  two  months'  im- 
prisonment for  having  reprinted  extracts  from 
speeches  on  Land  Reform  which  had  been  delivered 
in  the  Duma  by  deputies  of  the  Left. 

M.  \ovitsky,  editor  of  the  Ob  yizn,  has  been 
arrested  at  Xovonikolayeosk,  in  Siberia,  on  the 
charge  of  being  a  member  of  the  Social  Democratic 
party,  for  which  offence  he  is  to  be  deported  by 
administrative  order. 


"  REFLECTED  "  OKHRANA. 


In  spite  of  its  quasi-Constitutional  mode  of  govern- 
ment, Russia  can  boast  of  as  many  as  five  distinct 
species  of  exceptional  law — viz.,  the  State  of  Siege, 
Martial  Law,  Extraordinary  Okhrana,  Increased 
Okhrana,  and  what  may  be  described  as  a  state  of 
"  Reflected "  Okhrana.  The  last  applies  to  such 
regions  as  have  not  been  favoured  by  a  direct  pro- 
clamation of  any  definite  species  of  administrative 
rule.  Indeed,  the  very  fact  of  the  proclamation  of  a 
stateof  Increased  Okhrana,  sayat  St.  Petersburg, is  con- 
sidered to  be  sufficient  ground  for  investing  the  local 
administrative  authorities  in  the  remotest  corner  of 
the  Kmpire  with  special  powers  for  making  searches 
and  arrests.  On  the  strength  of  the  same  principle  a 
Governor  may  cancel  the  election  of  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  whose  political  views  he  suspects  of  being 
unsound,  or  even,  in  some  cases,  may  have  a  person 
court-martiallcd  and  executed  for  a  comparatively 
minor  offence. 


THE   MINISTER  OF 
INTERIOR. 


THE 


In  the  Duma  lobbies  the  resignation  of  M. 
Makaroff,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  is  regarded  as 
inevitable.  He  is  expected  to  be  succeeded  in  that 
post  either  by  M.  Maklak off,  Governor  of  Tchernigov, 
or  by  M.  Krivoshein,  the  present  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture. 


EQUAL  RIGHTS. 


Cadets  to  Introduce  Bill  Abolishing 
Disabilities 

The  Cadet  party  has  resolved  to  introduce  imme- 
diately in  the  new  Duma  a  Bill  providing  for  the 
liberty  of  the  citizens  and  equal  rights  for  the  various 
nationalities.  At  the  request  of  Deputy  Friedmann, 
the  party  has  agreed  to  specify  in  the  Bill  the  par- 
ticular necessity  of  the  abolition  of  Jewish  disabili- 
ties, in  view  of  their  except  onally  vexatious  and  far- 
reaching  character. 


OFFICIALS   AND  CHURCH 
ATTENDANCE. 

Prince  Gortchakoff,  the  Governor  of  Kaluga,  has 
issued  a  circular  to  the  presidents  and  members  of 
the  executive  of  the  local  town  council  and  of  the 
government  Zemstvo,  requiring  them  to  furnish  him 
with  an  explanation  of  their  irregular  attendance  at 
church. 

This  official  inquisitiveness  is  considered  all  the 
more  piquant  as  the  Governor  himself  is  accustomed 
to  put  in  an  appearance  at  church  just  in  time  to 
exchange  greetings  with  his  friends  among  the 
parishioners. 

ELECTION  ILLEGALITIES. 

The  official  Information  Bureau  lias  published  the 
reply  of  Governor  Giers,  of  Kiev,  to  the  complaints 
made  against  the  proceedings  of  the  Kiev  police 
during  the  General  Election.  While  repudiating  the 
charges  as  a  whole,  the  Governor  admits  the  unlawful 
registration  of  234  local  electors,  an  irregularity 
which  he  attributes  to  the  hurry  of  the  moment  and 
to  fraud  on  the  part  of  persons  who  testified  to  the 
identity  of  those  electors. 


EDUCATIONAL  CONFERENCE 
BANNED. 

A  Pan- Russian  Conference  of  teachers  of  history 
was  arranged  to  be  held  in  Moscow  during  the  New 
Year  holidays.  All  the  preparatory  work  was  com- 
pleted and  the  necessary  material  collected  by  the 
Educational  Department  of  the  Moscow  Society  for 
the  Promotion  of  Technical  Knowledge,  when  the 
organising  committee  was  notified  by  the  Minister  of 
Education  that  he  was  unable  to  sanction  the  holding 
of  the  conference. 
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THE    REAL    SICK  MAN. 


We  have  already  Tiad  occasion  to  speak  of 
Russia  in  connection  with  the  Balkan  War ;  now 
we  find  it  necessary  to  bring  her  into  focus  in 
taking  view  of  the  Balkan  Peace.  The  sword 
has  been  sheathed,  and  in  the  council-chamber 
the  Turks  and  the  Allies  are  endeavouring  to 
decide  the  questions  lately  argued  on  the  field  of 
war.  The  Conference  of  London,  it  is  hoped,  will 
bestow  a  permanent  charter  of  freedom  upon 
the  victims  of  Turkish  misrule  and  oppression, 
and  the  independent  rights  of  Bulgars,  Serbs, 
Montenegrins,  Greeks,  Albanians,  and  possibly 
Mussulmans,  will  be  settled  on  a  basis  of  nation 
ality.  This  is  a  matter  in  which  Europe  as  a 
whole  is  directly  concerned,  and  in  which  the 
Powers  have  not  hesitated  to  make  themselves 
heard.  But  Europe  still  persists  in  ignoring  the 
very  similar  and  even  more  urgent  problem  that 
cries  for  solution  within  the  confines  of  the 
Russian  Empire  itself.  There,  too,  there  are 
oppressed  nationalities  requiring  their  liberation, 
whose  numbers  and  whose  sufferings  far  exceed 
those  of  the  Balkan  peoples.  There  are  six 
million  Jews  alone  in  Russia,  and  there  can  hardly 
be  many  more  Christians  in  the  whole  of  South- 
Eastern  Europe ;  in  addition  there  are  nearly 
fwo-soorp  million  Pr\]n<^  Einns  ^^"ucesi^n^,  '*vS 
Little  Russians  who  hate  the  very  name  of 
their  taskmaster,  and  who  are  bruised  and 
broken  by  the  iron  heel  of  repression  and  perse- 
cution. On  behalf  of  these  captive  nationalities 
scarcely  a  voice  is  raised,  and  any  attempt  of 
theirs  to  follow  the  example  set  by  the  Balkan 
States  would  be  received  in  Europe  without 
sympathy  and  probably  with  horrified  exclama- 
tions of  protest.  But  then  Russia  is  a  Christian 
Power,  and  as  such  can  do  no  wrong  in  the 
official  sight  of  the  other  Christian  Powers. 

And  yet  it  may  with  truth  be  said  that  Russia 
concentrates  within  her  own  borders  all  the  evils 
which  have  been  causing  so  much  violent  agita- 
tion in  South-Eastern  Europe,  and  some  of  them 
in  an  aggravated  form.  As  Turkey  has  been 
doing,  with  such  disastrous  results,  she  is  engaged 
in  the  work  of  stamping  her  own  nationality 
upon  a  number  of  peoples  to  whom  the  idea  is 
intensely  repellent,  and  in  the  process  she  is 
absolutely  indifferent  to  the  suffering  she  causes. 
When  we  compare  what  has  taken  place  in  the 
two  Empires,  we  are  bound  to  admit  that 
popular  opinion  has  done  considerable  injustice 
to  Turkey.  The  "  ottomanising  "  policy  of  the 
Turkish  Constitutionalists  was  extremely  unwise, 
no  doubt;  but  it  was  honestly  considered  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  country's  Imperial 
interests,  and  it  was  carried  out  with  no  attempt 
at  forcing  an  alien  culture  and  an  alien  system 
upon  an  unwilling  people.  How  does  this  compare 
with  the  campaign  of  "  russification "  now  being 
waged  by  the  Tsar's  Ministers  ?  Here  we  have 
the  scheme  of  political  homogeneity  pushed  for- 
ward to  the  accompaniment  of  all  manner  of 
social  and  cultural  repression.  Upon  the  Finns 
and  upon  the  Poles  a  foreign  tongue  and  foreign 
customs  are  being  forced  in  the  most  inhumane 
fashion,  with  the  prison  and  the  knout  as  the 
compelling  argument.  It  is  not  enough  that 
these  people  shall  belong:  to  the  Russian  Empire  ; 
they  must  lose  every  trace  of  their  individuality, 
and  become  Russian  not  only  in  spirit  but  in 


speech,  in  dress,  in  education,  in  habits,  and  in 
time,  no  doubt,  in  vice.  The  Ukrainians,  but 
lately  awakening  to  the  fact  that  there  are  over 
thirty  millions  of  them  possessing  all  the  essen- 
tials of  a  national  entity,  are  practically  for- 
bidden the  enjoyment  of  their  own  literature. 
The  Caucasians  are  treated  as  little  better  than 
slaves.  As  for  the  Jews  who  ask  nothing  more 
than  to  be  allowed  to  become  Russians,  with  the 
full  rights  of  Russian  citizenship,  they  suffer  as 
no  Christian  or  pagan  community  in  Europe  has 
suffered  in  our  time  What  is  Turkey's  offence 
to  this  ? 

It  must  be  obvious,  of  course,  that  this  policy 
of  forcible  and  violent  "  russification  "  can  never 
succeed,  and,  if  persisted  in,  can  only  lead  the 
country  to  ruin.  The  adoption  of  the  federal 
system,  which  has  been  mooted  in  serious  political 
circles  in  Russia,  might  prove  her  salvation  ;  but 
as  yet  there  is  absolutely  :io  prospect  of  its  accept- 
ance. And  so  the  Russian  Government  goes  on 
intensifying  the  natural  differences  that  divide 
the  various  sections  of  tine  population,  and  keeps 
to  the  path  that  leads  straight  to  the  break-up  of 
the  Empire.  This  is  no  ineffectual  phantom  that 
is  conjured  up,  no  night aiare  bred  of  a  political 
indigestion.  The  prospi  ct  is  clear  enough,  and 
it  is  fraught  with  conseqaences  of  infinitely  more 
gravity  to  the  world  a1  large  than  is  the  dis- 
msffiberMc.it  of  Turkey.  Rascia  is  now  the  real 
Sick  Man  of  Europe,  and  the  Russian  Empire  is 
nothing  but  a  hotbed  of  political  disease,  threaten- 
ing the  entire  community  with  its  infection. 
Already  we  and  other  countries  have  felt  some  of 
the  consequences  of  these  unwholesome  conditions, 
and  by  means  of  Aliens  Acts  have  been  moved  to 
take  some  measure  of  self-protection.  But  there 
are  far  greater  dangers  ahead,  and  if  they  are 
allowed  by  the  criminality  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment and  by  the  supineness  of  the  other  Powers 
to  materialise,  there  is  no  nation  that  can  hope 
to  remain  unscathed.  The  Russian  Question  is 
one  whose  settlement  will  not  brook  much  further 
delay,  and,  in  spite  of  the  present  apathy  of 
Europe,  it  can  only  be  a  matter  of  time  whether 
Russia  settles  it  for  herself  or  gets  it  settled  for  her 


POLITICAL  PORTRAITS. 


THE   BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


The  Retch  has  received  the  following  telegram 
from  Kiev  : — 

The  Examining  Magistrate,  M.  Mashkevitch, 
expects  to  conclude  the  inquiry  into  the  Yuschinsky 
case  in  the  course  of  December.  According  to  a 
statement  from  a  reliable  source,  M.  Mashkevitch 
will  report  in  favour  of  dismissing  the  case  against 
Beilis,  without  directing  a  charge  against  any  other 
persons. 

The  hearing  of  all  the  actions  for  libel  brought 
by  the  woman  Tcheberyak  against  various  Kiev 
newspapers  has  been  postponed  pending  the  trial  of 
the  Beilis  case,  which  the  anti-Semites  predict  will 
take  place  by  the  Russian  New  Year.  Deputy  Zamy- 
slovsky,  the  notorious  anti-Semite,  has  announced 
his  intention  of  appearing  as  counsel  for  Tcheberyak. 

The  notorious  criminal  Lissunoff  has  escaped  from 
the  prison  where  he  had  been  detained  on  a  charge  of 
theft.  The  Examining  Magistrate  at  an  earlier  stage 
of  the  inquiry  had  regarded  Lissunoff  as  the  actual 
murderer  of  Yuschinsky,  while  M.  Brazul  Brush- 
kovsky  referred  to  him  in  his  depositions  as  being 
concerned  in  the  murder.  The  "  Real  Russians''  are 
overjoyed  at  his  escape,  as  they  had  feared  he  might 
prove  a  somewhat  compromising  witness  in  the 
Beilis  case. 

It  is  stated  that  the  former  head  of  the  Kiev 
Detective  Department,  M.  Krassovsky,  is  to  be  prose- 
cuted on  a  charge  of  having  accepted  money  from 
Jews  for  his  work  as  private  agent  in  investigating 
the  murder  of  Yuschinsky. 


VII. -  Professor  Maxim  Kovalevsky. 


If  Professor  Kovalevsky  is  not  the  greatest,  he  is 
unquestionably  the  most  substantial  Russian  savant 
of  European  reputation.  A  former  member  of  the 
first  Duma,  and  now  member  of  the  Council  of  State, 
he  is  a  man  of  wide  activity.  He  is  editor-in-chief 
and  director  of  the  influential  review  Vycstnik  Evropy 
("Messenger  of  Europe"),  editor  of  the  weekly 
Zaprossv  fizni  ("Life's  Needs"),  a  University  pro- 
fessor, president  of  the  League  of  Peace,  and  member 
of  the  Academy,  and  has  just  been  elected  to  the 
Municipal  Council  of  the  capital,  and  appointed 
Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Law  at  St.  Petersburg 
University. 

In  addition  he  is  the  chief  inspiration  of  the  new 
Progressist  party,  whose  political  leader  is  M. 
Efremoff,  and  which  is  composed  of  the  big  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  of  Moscow. 

Formidable  Speeches. 

Professor  Kovalevsky  is  the  terror  of  Russian 
Ministers,  not  because  they  fear  his  Liberalism,  which 
is  of  a  very  gentle,  moderate,  and  European  character, 
but  because  his  speeches  in  the  Council  of  State, 
like  those  he  delivered  in  the  Duma  in  1906,  last  at 
least  twenty-four  hours,  take  up  several  sittings,  and 
overflow  with  so  much  erudition  and  so  many  quota- 
tions in  every  language,  living  or  dead,  that  replying 
to  them  becomes  an  impossibility.  One  day  the  late 
M.  Stolypin,  speaking  in  the  Council  of  State  on  the 
famous  three-days'  prorogation  of  the  Duma,  was 
rash  enough  to  quote  certain  German  authorities; 
the  next  dav  M.  Kovalevsky  retorted  with  a  dis- 
course of  such  length  that  the  Premier  threw  un  the 
game,  and  recognised  his  defeat  on  points  of  scholar- 
ship— although  this  did  not  prevent  him  from  acting 
in  accordance  with  his  original  scheme. 

M.  Kovalevsky  is  typical  of  the  Russian  intel- 
lectuals who  know  everything,  but  are  incapable  of 
concentrating  their  efforts  on  one  definite  matter. 
From  this  point  of  view  his  biography  is  interesting. 

Born  in  1851  in  the  ranks  of  the  nobility,  he  was 
educated  at  Kharkov,  whence  in  1875  he  went  to^ 
England  in  order  to  study  social  .  and  political 
organisation.  In  1877  he  returned  to  Russia  and 
published  several  large  volumes  on  the  political  and 
social  history  of  England  in  the  12th,  13th,  and  14th 
centuries.  He  gained  a  professorship  at  Moscow 
University,  and  published  books  and  delivered 
lectures  on  common  law,  the  rural  community,  the 
historic  method,  and  so  forth. 

Driven  from  Russia. 

The  Government  thought  his  ideas  extremely  per- 
nicious, and  one  fine  day  he  was  dismissed  from  his 
chair  and  invited  to  leave  Russia.  For  eighteen 
years,  till  1905,  the  year  of  the  Revolution,  he 
lived  abroad  the  life  of  a  wandering  savant,  lecturing 
in  turn  at  Stockholm,  Oxford,  Brussels,  Paris,  Chicago, 
and  San  Francisco.  In  1895  he  published  eight 
volumes  in  French  on  The  Origins  of  Modern  Demo- 
cracy, and  others  later  in  German  on  The  Economic 
Development  of  Europe. 

After  the  Japanese  War  he  received  permission  to 
return  to  Russia,  and  was  appointed  Professor  of 
Political  Economy  at  the  Polytechnic  Institute 
founded  by  Count  Witte.  He  then  sold  his  large 
estates  and  settled  in  St.  Petersburg.  After  the 
Revolution  he  established  a  daily  paper,  the  Strana 
("Country"),  and  a  party  which  called  itself  the 
"  party  of  democratic  reform."  He  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  first  Duma,  and  in  that  capacity 
joined  the  Parliamentary  deputation  sent  by  the 
Duma  to  London. 

After  the  dissolution  of  the  first  two  Dumas 
M.  Kovalevsky  entered  the  Council  of  State,  where 
he  represented  the  Extreme  Left.  To-day,  as  has 
been  stated,  he  inspires  the  Progressist  group.  The 
character  of  his  influence  is  seen  in  his  desire  that 
this  "  party "  should  not  be  an  officially  organised 
body,  but  should  be  open  to  all  well-disposed  poli- 
ticians. In  reality  the  Progressist  party  has  little  in 
common  with  this  learned  idealist. 

Professor  Kovalevsky  is  a  fine  scholar,  but  a  very 
simple-minded  politician.  M.  Kokovtsoff's  Cabinet 
knows  that  as  an  adversary  he  is  by  no  means  formid- 
able. "  As  big  and  simple  as  Kovalevsky "  is  a 
phrase  often  heard  in  political  conversation  in 
St.  Petersburg. 


2 


DARKEST  KUSSIA. 


JEWISH  EXPULSIONS. 

Thousands   being   Driven   out  of 
Volhynian  Villages, 

Most  of  the  Jews  who  are  now  being  expelled 
from  the  villages  of  the  Kremenetz  district  in  Vol- 
hynia have  been  living  there  in  virtue  of  the  right  of 
residence  conferred  either  by  the  Plehve  circular  of 
1904  or  by  the  Stolypin  circular  of  1907.  Hut  a 
large  number  of  them  had  been  settled  there  long 
before  the  issue  in  1882  of  General  Ignatieff's  famous 
May  Laws,  or  "temporary"  rules,  which  have 
alreadv  been  in  force  for  thirty-one  years.  The 
authorities,  however,  had  failed  to  register  them  at 
the  time,  notwithstanding  the  complaints  lodged 
with  the  Volhynian  Government  office,  so  thit  now 
they  are  being  made  the  victims  of  official  neglect, 
intentional  or  otherwise. 

The  exact  number  of  the  expulsions  from  the 
Kremenetz  district  is  not  yet  known  ;  but,  seeing 
that  there  are  forty-six  expulsion  orders  in  the 
Vishnevetz  division  alone,  the  total  figure  for  all  the 
four  divisions  of  the  district  is  likely  to  approach,  if 
not  to  exceed,  two  hundred.  Taking  the  govern- 
ment of  Volhynia  as  a  whole,  the  number  of  expul- 
sions may  be  reckoned  by  thousands.  Nor,  of 
course,  is  Volhynia  the  only  province  whose  Governor 
is  anxious  to  curry  favour  with  the  Black  Hundred 
organisations  and  to  gain  a  title  to  promotion  by  dis- 
playing indefatigable  zeal  in  the  oppression  of  the 
Jews,  either  in  virtue  of  the  restrictive  laws  or  even 
in  flagrant  contravention  of  their  provisions. 

A  Jewish  deputation  from  the  Dubno  district  of 
Volhynia  has  been  sent  to  Kiev  in  order  to  petition 
General  Trepoff,  who  is  Governor-General  of  the 
provinces  of  the  South-Western  region,  to  stop  the 
expulsions  which  are  now  proceeding  amid  the 
rigours  of  winter.  The  delegates  describe  in  sombre 
colours  the  unfortunate  plight  of  hundreds  of  Jewish 
families  already  expelled  from  the  villages  in  spite  of 
their  legal  right  to  reside  there. 

A   Helentless  Governor. 

Although  the  expulsions  of  Jews  have  been  carried 
out  in  Volhynia  for  a  considerable  time,  an  exception 
has  hitherto  been  made  in  this  respect  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Dubno.  Here  the  villages  are  almost  com- 
pletely cut  off  from  the  markets  by  the  want  of 
practicable  roads,  and  hence  the  peasants  find  in  the 
country  Jews  the  only  purchasers  of  their  produce. 
But  the  Governor,  M.  Melnikoff,  who  has  recently  been 
transferred  to  this  province,  cares  as  little  for  the 
interests  and  vital  needs  of  the  Orthodox  peasants  as 
for  the  rights  of  residence  possessed  by  the  local 
Jews  settled  there  in  virtue  of  Ministerial  circulars. 
It  is  in  vain  that  the  Governor  is  inundated  with 
petitions  from  village  communities,  priests,  rural 
teachers,  and  cantonal  elders,  who  implore  the 
Governor  to  stop  the  expulsions.  M.  Melnikoff 
remains  relentless,  and  will  not  hear  of  any  exceptions 
or  indulgences. 

The  method  of  procedure  in  carrying  out  expul- 
sion orders  is  as  follows.  The  Commissary  of  the 
sub-district  makes  a  round  of  the  villages  in  which 
Jews  are  settled.  He  convenes  a  communal  meet- 
ing, at  which  he  inquires  of  all  the  peasants  whether 
the  particular  Jew  settled  among  them  is  a  cheat,  and 
whether  he  p  nts  any  land  or  practises  usury.  But 
although  all  these  questions  are  answered  in  the 
negative  by  the  communal  assemblies,  the  result  is 
always  the  same.  Within  a  few  days  the  Commis- 
sary calls  upon  the  Jew  in  question  and  advises  him 
to  leave  the  village  of  his  own  accord  in  order  to 
avoid  being  marched  off  under  police  escort.  A 
pitiful  spectacle  is  provided  by  these  victims  of 
official  persecution,  accused  of  renting  land  and 
lending  mon<v,  reaching  the  town  with  their  fami- 
lies half-naked,  barefooted,  and  penniless,  with  star- 
vation confronting  them  at  their  first  step. 

Jewish  Mothers'  Petition. 

Two  hundred  mothers  of  Jewish  families  about  to 
be  expelled  from  the  Dubno  district  have  sent  a 
petition  by  telegraph  to  St.  Petersburg,  imploring 
the  Government  to  stop  the  evictions  ;  otherwise, 
they  say,  a  thousand  children  and  infants  will  find 
themselves  absolutely  u  ithout  shelter.  Heartrending 
scenes  are  being  witnessed  dailv,  with  ruin  staring 
the  victims  of  expulsion  in  the  face.  As  a  result  of 
the  petition  a  request  for  information  has  been 
addressed  by  the  St.  Petersburg  authorities  to  the 
Governor  of  Volhynia 

In  the  meantime,  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has 
decided,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  local 
Governors,  to  expel  thirty-seven  Jewish  families  from 
the  South-Western  provinces  for  terms  of  three  and 
live  years  for  the  alleged  infringement  of  the  restric- 
tions against  renting  land. 

Many  of  those  who  ate  expelled  have  resided  in 
the  villages  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

Deputy  Friedmann  was  lately  received  in  audience 
by  the  Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior,  to  whom  he 
submitted  all  the  telegrams  received  from  the  Jews 


under  expulsion  orders  in  the  governments  of 
Kiev,  Volhynia,  Tchernigov,  and  Ekatcrinoshv.  The 
Assistant-Minister  requested  the  deputy  to  leave 
the  telegrams  with  him  for  the  purpose  of  making 
inquiries,  promising  to  stop  wholesale  expulsions 
and  to  investigate  each  case  separately,  so  t hat  those 
who  possessed  a  legal  claim  to  residence  would  not 
be  subjected  to  expulsion. 

In  the  meantime  other  reports  of  expulsions  have 
come  from  the  Slonim  district  of  the  government  of 
Grodno. 

Official  Intervention. 

Governor-General  Trepoff  has  telegraphed  from 
Kiev  (o  the  Governor  of  Volhynia  requesting  to  be 
informed  of  the  cause  of  the  wholesale  expulsions  of 
Jewish  families  from  the  villages  of  the  Dubno  and 
Rovno  districts. 

Tne  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  wired  to  the 
Governor-General  of  Kiev,  ordering  him  to  stop  the 
expulsions  from  the  villages  of  the  governments  of 
Kiev  and  Volhynia  of  such  Jews  as  reside  there  in 
virtue  of  the  Stolypin  circular  or  of  other  Ministerial 
circulars. 

Deputy  F<  iedmann  has  received  a  telepram  from 
Potchaycv,  reporting  the  expulsion  of  all  the  Jews 
from  the  Volhynian  village  of  Podzamtche.  Besides 
being  ruined,  the  expelled  Jews  have  suffered  in 
health  through  exposure  to  the  cold. 


PARTIES    IN    THE  DUMA. 

The  New  Official  Classification  and 
the  Old. 


By  order  of  the  President  of  the  Duma  an  official 
list  of  deputies  has  been  published,  divided  into  their 
respective  political  groups. 

According  to  this  classification  the  various  parties 


are  composed  as  follows:  — 

Right    63 

Nationalists    go 

"Centre"  group  (Moderate  Right)    34 

Octobrists    95 

Poles,  Lithuanians,  and  White  Russians  15 

Progressists    45 

Cadets    59 

Labour     10 

Social  Democrats   15 

Independents    9 

Mussulmans   7 


According  to  the  original  official  list  the  Right 
deputies  numbered  163,  the  Nationalists  64,  the  Octo- 
brists 80,  and  the  Progressists  28,  while  in  not  a 
single  group  were  the  figures  given  the  same  as 
those  given  now. 

The  continued  haggling  of  the  Octobrists  with  the 
Nationalists,  on  the  one  hand,  and  with  the  Progres- 
sists and  Cadets  on  the  other,  for  the  allocation  of 
seats  on  the  Duma  prevsidium  and  on  the  various 
committees  has  had  the  consequence  of  delaying  the 
Premier's  declaration  of  policy. 

Cadet  Leader's  Denunciation. 

Last  Wednesday  the  Duma  met  for  the  purpose  of 
verifving  the  electoral  returns.  Before  it  proceeded 
to  this  business,  M.  Roditcheff,  the  Cadet  leader, 
delivered  a  speech  criticising  the  conditions  under 
which  the  elections  had  taken  place,  and  concluding, 
after  a  reference  to  the  grave  international  position, 
with  the  following  words  : — 

"  If  you  wish  for  the  regeneration  of  Russia  and 
for  the  establishment  of  its  moral  power  and  unity, 
without  which  material  strength  is  of  no  avail,  you 
must  see  to  it  that  the  Government  lie  shall  be  extir- 
pated, exposed,  put  to  shame,  and  set  aside.  This 
protest  against  falsity  in  the  name  of  truth,  in  the 
name  of  the  Russian  people,  and  in  the  name  of 
popular  representation,  I  utter  now  as  a  reserva- 
tion before  the  examination  of  the  entire  electoral 
procedure.  Apart  from  a  few  exceptions,  there  is  a 
false  stamp  on  nearly  every  election.  You  should 
keep  this  in  mind,  gentlemen,  and  destroy  that  stamp 
by  prote-ting  against  acts  which  are  a  humiliation  to 
Russia  at  so  serious  a  stage  in  her  history."  (Pro- 
longed cheers  from  the  Left.) 


THE  MINISTER  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

We  learn  that  M.  Makaroff,  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  whose  supersession  is  believed  to  be 
impending,  has  been  granted  leave  of  absence  for  six 
weeks,  and  will  start  for  abroad  on  the  23rd  inst. 
This  step  may  have  some  connection  with  the  inter- 
pellation which  the  Opposition  is  to  introduce  into 
the  Duma  on  the  subject  of  the  official  electioneering 
scandals,  and  to  which  the  Minister  who  organised 
the  Government  campaign  will  now  escape  the 
necessity  of  replying, 


Mr.  Fisher  IJnwin  is  about  to  publish  an  Fnglish 
translation  of  M.  Grcgoire  Alexinsky's  La  Russic 
Mod eme, a  notice  of  which  recently  appeared  in  our 
columns. 


THE    HEALTH    OF  THE 
PEOPLE. 

Russia's  Huge  Mortality  and  its  Causes. 


The  Medical  Inspection  Department  has  just  pub- 
lished its  report  on  "  Public  Health  and  the  Organisa- 
tion of  Sanitary  Measures  in  Russia,"  which  contains 
some  significant  statistics. 

During  the  last  few  years  the  mortality  has  ri-en 
from  289  to  305  per  thousand.  This  compares 
badly  with  the  corresponding  figures  of  12  9  for 
Denmark  and  13  5  for  Norwiy,  and  Russia  now 
holds  first  place  among  the  nations  in  respect  of  her 
mortality.  The  birth-rate  remains  at  the  same  figure, 
but  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  has  decreased  by 
3  in  every  thousand. 

As  to  the  causes  of  this  high  mortality,  the  report 
places  epidemics  in  the  forefront.  Here,  too,  a  com- 
parison is  made  between  Russia  and  the  Scandinavian 
countries.  While  Russia  every  year  loses  68  out  of 
every  100,000  inhabitants  from  syphilis  and  joifrom 
typhoid  fever,  in  Norway  the  corresponding  figures 
are  only  01  and  2  9.  In  iyo8  deaths  from  epidemics 
in  Russia  amounted  to  338,281  ;  in  1909  to  461,025  ; 
in  1910  to  508,262  ;  in  191 1  to  625,738  ;  and  during 
the  first  ten  months  of  1912  to  612,287. 

The  sanitary  conditions  are  reflected  in  the  recruit- 
ing statistics.  In  1910  there  were  1,315,856  recruits 
summoned  for  service.  Of  this  number  723,798  put 
in  an  appearance  ;  the  rest  were  classed  as  defaulters. 
Of  those  who  appeared  75.125,  or  10*4  percent.,  were 
admitted  to  be  wholly  incapable  of  military  service 
because  of  their  health  ;  while  65,065,  or  9  per  cent., 
were  classed  as  unfit  to  serve  under  arms,  and  had 
to  be  incorporated  in  the  auxiliary  ranks  fas  clerks, 
bandsmen,  drummers,  hospital  attendants,  &c). 

This  deterioration  of  the  public  health  is  a  fatal 
consequence  of  the  material  conditions  governing 
the  life  of  the  masses.  In  over  forty  provinces  the 
peasants  never  eat  meat.  While  in  France  the  aver- 
age yearly  consumption  of  corn  per  person  is  250 
kilogrammes,  in  Russia,  which  is  above  all  things  an 
agricultural  country,  it  is  only  63  kilogrammes.  In 
France  each  inhabitant  consumes  14  kilogrammes  of 
sugar  every  year,  and  in  Russia  6"5  kilogrammes  ;  in 
France  3  kilogrammes  of  coffee,  and  in  Russia  o-5 
kilogrammes  of  tea.  Even  in  the  consumption  of 
salt  there  is  an  enormous  difference  between  Russia 
and  other  countries. 

In  the  towns  of  Russia  a  workman's  family  seldom 
has  a  lodging  to  itself.  It  rents  a  "  corner,''  and 
often  there  are  three  or  four  families  occupying  the 
same  room.  In  Moscow  the  recent  census  showed 
that  there  were  15,944  sucn  apartments,  housing 
174,622  persons. 

Families  of  five  persons  frequently  have  only  a 
single  small  bed  between  them  in  one  of  these 
"corners."  One  may  [imagine  how  favourable  a 
breeding-ground  for  epidemics  is  provided  by  these 
conditions.   


THE    STRUGGLE   IN  FINLAND. 


Governor-General's    Demand  for 
"Okhrana  "  Powers. 


In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Director  of 
the  Department  of  Police  that  the  Governor-General 
of  Finland  should  indicate  any  alterations  he  thought 
desirable  in  his  own  powers  and  those  of  his  subordi- 
nates, General  Seyn  has  now  formulated  his  reply. 

He  explains  that  the  revolutionary  state  of  Finland 
demands  that  its  Governor-General  should  be  invested, 
if  not  with  special  powers,  at  least  with  those 
possessed  by  the  Governors-General  in  those  parts  of 
the  Empire  in  which  a  state  of  "  Extraordinary 
Okhrana  "  has  been  proclaimed.  In  order  to  enable 
the  Governor-General  to  exercise  those  powers,  the 
members  of  the  special  gendarmerie  corps  in  Finland 
should  be  invested  with  corresponding  powers. 

The  Council  of  Ministers  has  resolved  to  introduce 
into  the  Finnish  Diet  the  proposal  to  appoint 
deputies  to  represent  it  in  the  Duma  and  in  the 
Council  of  State.  This  resolution  was  urged  upon 
the  Ministers  by  General  Seyn,  notwithstanding  his 
own  conviction  that  the  Diet  would  once  more  decline 
to  nominate  deputies  to  those  Imperial  bodies, 
as  it  had  done  previously,  when  the  law  providing 
Finnish  representation  was  adopted  by  the  third 
Duma. 

Councillor  Blom,  of  Nystad,  and  the  counsel  for 
the  imprisoned  Mayor  and  Councillor  of  the  same 
town  have  lodged  an  appeal  with  the  Aulic  Court 
(Hofgericht)  of  Abo,  demanding  the  prosecution  of 
the  Chief  Commissioner  of -Police  and  of  his  assistant 
for  their  illegal  arrest. 

The  accused  members  of  the  Viborg  Hofgericht, 
MM.  Forman,  Nordstrem,  Brunnan,  Broms,  Fager- 
strom,  and  Laksen,  who  had  failed  to  appear  before 
the  Examining  Magistrate,  were  arrested  and  taken 
to  St.  Petersburg,  but  subsequently  released  on  bail. 


December  18.  1912. 
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"  To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great 
sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Orom- 

WBLL  ON  THE  PERSECUTION  OF  THE  VaDDOIS. 


NOTES. 


New  Duma  Figures. 

The  official  classification  of  the  members  of  the 
fourth  Duma  now  issued  is  strikingly  different 
from  that  which  emanated  from  equally  official 
sources  immediately  after  the  results  of  the 
elections  were  declared.  Whereas  then  the 
Right  were  credited  with  163  seats,  it  now 
appears  that  they  are  only  entitled  to  63,  or  to 
07  if  the  "  Moderate  "  Right  deputies,  whom  the 
egregious  M.  Krupensky  has  been  unsuccessfully 
trying  to  form  into  the  nucleus  of  a  "  Centre  " 
party,  are  counted  with  them.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Nationalists  have  increased  their  strength 
from  64  to  90,  the  Octobrists  from  80  to  95,  and 
the  Progressists  from  28  to  45.  The  other 
groups  have  also  experienced  slight  increases. 
If  the  latest  list  is  to  be  accepted  as  correct,  we 
find  that  the  Right,  Moderate  Right,  and 
Nationalists  combined  are  in  a  minority  of  68, 
but  that  with  the  assistance  of  the  Octobrists 
they  can  form  a  majority  of  122.  The  Opposition 
parties  proper,  numbering  160,  are  in  about  the 
same  strength  as  they  were  in  the  third  Duma. 
The  attitude  of  the  Octobrists  still  remains 
uncertain. 

Dissolution  Threats. 

The  indeterminate  character  of  the  new  Duma 
has  caused  a  considerable  delay  in  the  commence- 
ment of  serious  work,  a  whole  fortnight  having 
heen  occupied  in  the  election  of  the  presidium, 
on  which  each  party  claims  substantial  represen- 
tation. Most  of  the  Octobrists,  it  appears,  have 
been  preserving  an  open  mind  on  the  question  of 
tactics  and  alliances  ;  and  advantage  has  been 
taken  of  this  fact  by  the  Reactionary  wirepullers 
to  draw  them  towards  the  Right,  mainly  by 
whispered  threats  of  dissolution.  Whether  these 
threats  have  any  warrant  is  another  matter. 
The  Right  and  Nationalist  leaders,  who  came  to 
the  Taurida  Palace  with  a  ready-made  scheme 
for  transforming  the  Duma  from  a  legislative 
into  a  consultative  body,  are  now  anxious,  on 
finding  themselves  outnumbered,  to  have  the 
assembly  broken  up  as  soon  as  possible.  On  the 
other  hand  the  Government,  some  of  whose 
members  are  indulging  in  mutual  recriminations 
concerning  the  conduct  and  unsatisfactory  result 
of  the  official  election  campaign,  is  afraid  to  risk 
a  dissolution  for  fear  of  a  still  greater  disappoint- 
ment at  the  next  election.  Nevertheless,  one 
cannot  affect  to  be  deaf  to  the  hints  dropped  by 
the  Ministerial  organ,  the  Bosnia,  to  the  effect 
that  a  dissolution  is  inevitable  unless  the  Duma 
shows  itself  to  be  a  "  working  "  body — which, 
Tjeing  interpreted,  means  unless  the  Octobrists 
renounce  the  idea  of  allying  themselves  with 
the  Opposition  and  work  hand  in  hand  with  the 
Nationalists.  What  is  left  unsaid  in  these  warn- 
ings has  been  very  adequately  filled  in  by  a 
"  high  official  "  who  has  been  interviewed  by  the 
evening  Vremya. 

The  Cadets  and  the  Defence  Committee. 

From  this  point  of  view  there  may  or  may 
<not  be  some  significance  in  the  pledge  which  the 


Octobrists  are  said  to  have  given  the  Nationalists 
to  exclude  the  extreme  Opposition  elements 
from  the  National  Defence  Committee  of  the 
Duma.  If  the  Constitutional  Democrats  are 
included  in  this  ban,  the  Octobrists  will  have 
begun  the  session  with  a  gratuitous  insult  to 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  and  patriotic 
men  in  the  Russian  Empire.  In  the  third  Duma 
the  Cadets  were  denied  membership  of  the 
Defence  Committee  on  the  ground,  openly 
expressed,  that  their  presence  there  would  con- 
stitute a  danger  to  the  State,  that  they  were 
capable  of  betraying  Russia's  naval  and  military 
secrets  to  other  Powers.  That  such  an  allegation 
could  be  made,  and  acted  upon,  against  men  of 
the  stamp  of  Professor  Milmkoff — who  has 
perhaps  been  more  closely  in  touch  with  the 
Russian  Foreign  Office  during  certain  phases  of 
the  Balkan  crisis  than  any  other  unofficial  poli- 
tician— shows  the  degradation  to  which  the 
Reactionary  parties  in  the  Duma  have  reduced 
Russian  politics.  If  it  is  found  that  the  Octobrists 
have  now  lent  their  aid  to  perpetuate  the  slander, 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  place  much  faith  in  their 
disposition  to  work  for  progress. 


The  March  of  Death. 

The  articles  we  published  last  week  and  the 
week  before  on  the  pitiful  conditions  of  life 
which  the  Russian  masses  have  to  endure  receive 
their  appropriate  comment  in  the  report  just 
issued  by  the  Medical  Inspection  authorities. 
There  it  is  admitted  that  the  chief  cause  of  the 
huge  and  ever-growing  mortality  in  Russia  is  the 
appalling  spread  of  epidemics,  which  clearly 
derive  their  virulence  from  the  almost  incredible 
poverty  in  which  the  working  classes,  both  in 
the  towns  and  in  the  country,  are  sunk.  When 
we  find  as  a  common  spectacle  a  family  of  five 
living  in  a  corner  of  a  room  which  is  the  sole 
lodging  of  three  other  families,  and  sharing  a 
single  bed  between  them,  and  when  we  learn  of 
the  semi-starvation  that  is  their  lot  year  in  and 
year  out,  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  terrible 
ravages  caused  by  epidemics.  Four  years  ago 
the  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  in  Russia 
was  338,281  ;  this  year  that  figure  has  been 
actually  doubled,  and  the  statistics  given  for  the 
intervening  years  show  that  this  is  not  a  chance 
increase,  the  result  of  unusual  circumstances,  but 
merely  a  step  in  a  regular  progression.  The 
general  mortality  in  Russia  has  now  reached  30'5 
per  thousand,  a  figure  which  is  not  exceeded  in 
any  other  country.  The  other  statistics  given  in 
the  official  report,  and  especially  those  giving  a 
comparison  of  the  consumption  of  foodstuffs  per 
head  in  Russia  and  in  France,  are  of  the  highest 
significance  ;  but  we  see  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
they  will  lead  to  the  elaboration  of  any  measure 
of  reform  on  the  part  of  the  authorities. 


Jewish  Expulsions. 

The  tale  of  Jewish  expulsions  receives  fresh 
additions  every  week.  Whenever  a  provincial 
Governor  wishes  to  impress  the  central  authori- 
ties with  a  sense  of  his  efficiency,  or  to  gain  the 
approval  of  the  local  "  Black  Hundred  "  frater- 
nity, he  sets  about  harrying  the  Jews,  and  to 
effect  his  purpose  it  is  all  the  same  to  him 
whether  he  invokes  the  aid  of  the  law,  or  of  some 
outrageous  Senatorial  "  interpretation  "  of  the 
law,  or  whether  he  indulges  in  the  most  flagrantly 
illegal  methods.  The  famous  Stolypin  circular 
of  1907  was  supposed  at  the  time  to  grant 
immunity  from  expulsion  to  Jewish  families 
who  had  originally  possessed  the  right  of  resi- 
dence in  disputed  places  ;  but  in  thousands  of 
cases  it  has  been  made  a  dead  letter.  Advantage 
has  been  taken  of  the  provision  contained  in  the 
circular  which  qualifies  the  right  to  remain 
undisturbed  by  the  requirement  that  the  Jew 
in  question  must  not  be  inimical  to  the  social 
order ;  and  it  only  needs  some  preposterous 
allegation  on  the  part  of  the  police  (who  in  many 


cases  have  not  been  bribed  sufficiently)  to  "  con- 
vince "  the  local  administration  that  an  expulsion 
order  is  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  general 
population.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  to 
hear  of  old  men  and  women,  seventy  or  eighty 
years  of  age,  who  have  lived  nearly  all  their 
lives  in  a  certain  village,  being  suddenly  expelled 
on  the  ground  that  they  are  "  politically  unre- 
liable." In  this  way  the  Stolypin  circular, 
instead  of  providing  the  Jews  with  an  alleviation 
of  their  lot,  as  it  professed  to  do,  has  actually 
been  turned  into  an  additional  scourge  for  their 
backs. 

A  Winter's  Tale. 

Now,  in  the  depth  of  a  Russian  winter,  thou- 
sands of  Jews  living  in  the  government  of 
Volhynia  are  being  turned  out  of  the  villages 
where  many  of  them  have  been  settled  for  thirty 
or  forty  years.  The  sufferings  of  these  unfortu- 
nate people,  with  their  homes  and  their  means  of 
livelihood  suddenly  snatched  away  for  no  offence 
whatever,  are  beyond  description.  When,  after 
enduring  the  pains  of  their  long  tramp  across  a 
frost-bound  country,  they  reach  the  asylum  of  a 
town  where  they  may  rest,  what  prospect  have 
they  but  starvation  confronting  them  ?  The 
extremity  of  misery  to  which  most  of  them  are 
reduced  is  sufficient  to  belie  the  accusation 
frequently  formulated  by  the  police  that  they 
have  been  guilty  of  the  crime  of  lending  money 
or  renting  land.  The  authorities  have  not  even 
the  excuse  that  these  inhuman  proceedings  are 
in  the  interests  of  the  Christian  population.  The 
peasants  know  well  enough  that  the  Jews  are  the 
most  reliable  purchasers  of  their  produce  (in 
some  country  districts  the  only  purchasers),  and 
both  they  and  the  other  inhabitants  of  the 
affected  localities  are  continually  imploring  the 
officials  to  withdraw  the  orders  of  expulsion. 
The  latter,  however,  think  of  nothing  but  the 
advancement  of  their  own  careers,  which  a  course 
of  energetic  Jew-baiting  is  usually  calculated  to 
assist.  The  central  authorities,  too,  are  being 
continually  bombarded  with  petitions  from 
Christian  bodies  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  but  any 
concession  that  is  made  never  has  more  than  a 
temporary  and  local  effect.  And  so  the  expul- 
sions proceed  with  no  apparent  limit. 


SUPPRESSION   OF   THE  PRESS. 

The  High  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  has  sentenced  M- 
Barashkoff  to  two  and  a  half  years'  and  M.  Yermakoff 
to  eighteen  months'  imprisonment  in  a  fortress  for  the 
publication  of  various  articles  and  notes  in  the 
Zvyezda,  of  which  they  were  the  editors.  The 
incriminated  articles  and  notes  had  reference  to  the 
Labour  platform  at  the  Duma  elections,  to  Persian 
affairs,  to  the  Trade  Unionist  movement  and  to  the 
land  hunger  among  the  peasantry.  The  editors  were 
particularly  charged  with  having  reported  the  resolu- 
tions of  protest  passed  by  various  Labour  organisa- 
tions against  the  Lena  massacre,  and  with  demanding 
the  revision  of  the  trial  of  the  imprisoned  deputies  of 
the  second  Duma. 

The  same  Court  has  sentenced  M.  Varonoff,  the 
editor  of  the  Nova  Zvyezda,  to  two  years'  confinement 
in  a  fortress,  in  virtue  of  Article  129  of  the  Penal 
Code,  for  the  publication  of  an  article  entitled  "  A 
Lost  Class,"  in  which  the  writer  expressed  the  expec- 
tation that  the  time  would  come  when  the  bulk  of  the 
Russian  intellectuals  who  now  remained  indifferent 
would  become  filled  with  aspirations  for  the  people's 
welfare,  and  produce  heroes  from  their  midst. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  has  confirmed  the  sentence 
of  three  days'  imprisonment  and  a  fine  of  15  roubles 
passed  by  the  District  Court  on  the  editor  of  the 
Siniy  Journal  for  having  published,  without  the  per- 
mission of  the  Court  Censorship,  reproductions  of  the 
toys  presented  by  a  deputation  of  Kamtchatka  natives 
to  the  Tsarevitch. 

The  Press  Committee  has  forbidden  the  sale  of 
No.  269  of  the  Russkoe  Slovo,  of  Moscow,  for  the 
publication  of  an  article  entitled  "  The  Duma 
Peasants,"  and  of  No.  264  of  the  Utro  Rotsiy  for  an 
historical  article  headed  "The  Details  of  the 
Gatchina  Tragedy." 

The  Press  Committee  has  also  ordered  the  seizure, 
of  the  supplement  to  the  journal  Jizn  Dla  Vsiekh, 
which  contained  the  "  Confession  "  and  "  Profession 
of  Faith  "  of  the  late  Count  Tolstoy. 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


Dbcembb*  IS,  IMS 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 


The  Affectation  and  the  Reality. 


[From  Our  Polish  Corrkspondent.J 

The  Balkan  War  lias  brought  the  Polish  question 
once  again  to  the  front.  The  more  cautious  poli- 
ticians in  Russia,  with  an  eye  to  possible  eventualities, 
have  suddenly  become  aware  of  the  fact  that  there 
are  12  million  Poles  living  on  a  territory  which  may 
become  the  theatre  of  war  with  Austria,  and  have 
begun  to  indulge  in  a  flirtation  with  these  same  Poles. 
Prominent  journalists  are  unexpectedly  discovering 
tender  feelings  not  only  for  the  Poles,  but  even  for 
a  Polish  State.  In  the  Russkoe  Sloi'o  M.  Bajan 
reproaches  the  Poles  for  their  unreasonable  gravi- 
tation towards  Austria,  and  promises  them  a  veritable 
paradise  if  they  will  only  give  evidence  of  possessing 
a  true  "Slav  soul"  and  walk  hand  in  hand  with 
Russia.  So  also  in  the  Novoe  Vrcmxa  that  unbending 
enemy  of  freedom,  M.  Menshikoff,  declares  that 
Russia's  attitude  towards  Poland  inflicts  an  injury  on 
both  nations.  Russia,  he  says,  should  restore  to  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland  its  liberty  in  exchange  for 
wresting  Eastern  Galicia  from  Austria. 

No  Illusion. 

Needless  to  say,  these  protestations,  which  bear 
an  obviously  opportunist  character,  find  no  echo  in 
public  opinion  and  deceive  nobody — the  more  so 
because  incontestable  facts  throw  a  significant  light 
on  Russia's  feeling  towards  the  country.  No  illusion 
is  possible  with  regard  to  a  series  of  schemes 
intended  to  be  introduced  into  the  fourth  Duma.  It 
is  a  whole  legislative  programme,  the  outstanding 
features  of  which  are  exceptional  laws  against  out- 
siders and  dissenters,  and  first  of  all  against  Poles. 
Above  all  the  Russian  language  is  to  be  legally  recog- 
nised as  the  only  organ  of  communication  in  all 
spheres  of  public  life.  This  anomaly  is  already  being 
anticipated  by  strict  orders  that  the  account-books  of 
Polish  institutions,  where  not  a  single  Russian  official 
is  occupied,  are  to  be  kept  in  Russian  ;  the  use  of  the 
Polish  language  is  also  to  be  prohibited  in  private 
associations  of  a  social  character. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  proposes,  moreover, 
that  citizens  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  who  move 
to  the  governments  of  Podolia,  Volhynia,  or  Kieff, 
together  with  their  male  descendants,  shall  have  no 
right  of  acquiring  property  outside  the  towns. 
Further,  the  regulations  concerning  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  are  to  be  submitted  to  "revision,"' 
which  in  this  case  is  synonymous  with  encroachment 
upon  existing  laws. 

A  Striking  Protest. 

It  is  impossible  to  predict  whether  the  new  Duma 
will  sanction  all  the  proposed  restrictions  ;  anyhow 
they  sufficiently  indicate  the  value  of  the  friendly  atten- 
tions of  the  semi-official  Press,  backed  by  the  autho- 
rities with  ready-made  exceptional  laws.  Hence  the 
abyss  dividing  Poles  from  Russians  can  only  grow 
deeper  and  deeper.  Recently  this  disposition  has  been 
openly  shown  not  only  in  Galicia,  by  daily  demon- 
strations against  Russia,  but  by  a  great  number  of 
peaceable  and  moderate  people  elsewhere.  A  great 
impression  has  recently  been  created  by  the  resolute 
action  of  Professor  Baudouin  de  Courtenay.  One  of 
the  most  distinguished  modern  scholars,  formerly 
professor  at  the  University  of  Cracow,  and  now  at 
St.  Petersburg,  M.  de  Courtenav  is  undoubtedly  the 
most  prominent  Polish  representative  of  humani- 
tarian ideas  in  the  noblest  meaning  of  the  phrase, 
and  consequently  a  determined  enemy  of  all  nation- 
alism and  barbarism.  His  lofty  sentiments  have 
also  been  displayed  in  a  stalwart  fashion  in  politics, 
as  founder  and  leader  of  a  union  aiming  at  the 
transformation  of  Russia  into  an  autonomous  fede- 
ration of  peoples.  A  little  while  ago,  when  invited 
to  become  a  member  of  the  Scientific  Slav  Union, 
Professor  de  Courtenay  openly  refused,  just  as  in 
1905  he  had  the  temerity  to  decline  an  interview 
with  Count  Witte,  who  desired  to  confer  with  him. 
He  declared  that  he  did  not  believe  in  any  Slav 
ideas  proclaimed  by  Russia,  since  the  Polish  Slavs 
are  not  allowed  to  use  their  native  language  in  their 
scientific  pursuits,  and  are  deprived  of  Polish  Univer- 
sities. In  this  case  the  illustrious  scholar  undoubtedly 
expresses  the  general  feeling  of  the  nation. 

New  Methods  of  Persecution. 

In  addition  to  some  new  fundamental  restrictions, 
the  Government,  together  with  the  Nationalists,  is 
indulging  in  its  old  practices,  and  at  the  same  time 
inventing  fresh  tricks  and  methods  of  persecution. 
Thus  the  Holy  Synod  is  elaborating  a  scheme  for 
the  foundation  in  Wilna  (to  which  the  Government 
reftlSCf  a  University;  of  a  theological  academy  for 
popes,  who  are  especially  destined  for  the  govern- 
ments of  Holm  and  Warsaw.  The  projected 
academy  is  to  differ  from  other  similar  institutions 
inasmuch  as  its  pupils  are  to  be  prepared  for  activity 
among  the  Poles.  It  is  easy  to  imagine  how  much 
light    and    civilisation     will    be    introduced  by 


these  "missionaries."  And  yet  the  appalling  lack 
of  civilisation  is  perhaps  the  greatest  wrong  inflicted 
on  this  unhappy  country.  The  magistracy  of  Warsaw 
has  just  published  its  Budget  for  [913,  According 
to  the  available  figures,  the  town  has  to  spend  about 
800,000  roubles  on  the  police,  besides  377,000  rouble* 
supplied  by  the  Government  (which  does  not  include 
the  expenses  of  the  Okhrana),  while  the  total  expen- 
dil  ure  for  educational  purposes  amounts  only  to 
579,000  roubles.  In  view  of  such  a  disproportion,  it 
is  not  surprising  that  in  the  city  of  Warsaw  over 
20,000  children  are  unable  to  enter  the  elementary 
schools.  The  Government  extorts  enormous  sums 
from  the  sweated  province  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the 
police  and  produce  illiterates  and  bandits. 

The  persecution  mania  on  the  part  of  the  autho- 
rities, when  directed  towards  stamping  cut  every 
gleam  of  Polish  culture,  assumes  amazing  forms. 
Here  is  a  fresh  illustration.  In  a  working-men's 
association  in  Wilna,  a  priest  named  Shylkievich  was 
to  deliver  a  lecture  on  the  history  of  glass.  The 
Governor  ordered  the  lecture  to  be  delivered  in 
Russian,  and  when  the  k-ciurer  refused  it  was  pro- 
hibited altogether,  and  the  audience  had  to  disperse. 


CHILD  TORTURE. 

Police  Official's  Brutality. 

It  is  feared  that  events  not  less  tragic  than  those 
that  recently  took  place  on  the  Lena  goldfields  may 
occur  in  the  Tetukhe  mining  district  of  the  Amur 
region,  where  the  wo'kmen  have  to  submit  to 
intolerable  conditions,  while  the  managers  of  the 
Amur  Company  betray  an  utter  indifference  to  their 
welfare. 

The  local  mining  population,  and  even  the  general 
public  at  Tetukhe,  have  been  gravely  agitated  by 
recent  revelations  of  the  torture  of  children  by 
officials.  As  the  result  of  a  theft  committed  at  the 
office  of  the  Tetukhe  mining  concern,  two  boys,  one 
Russian  and  the  other  Chinese,  were  arrested  on 
suspicion.  At  the  first  inquiry  the  Russian  boy  was 
beaten — mercifully  enough  according  to  the  local 
standard — but  later  on  he  was  subjected  to  the  most 
savage  torture.  Having  stripped  the  boy  naked,  his 
guard,  a  man  named  Yanovitch,  belaboured  him 
with  a  Tartar  whip  until  the  thongs  dropped  off, 
when  the  strokes  were  continued  with  the  handle. 
He  next  started  to  burn  the  boy's  body  with  a 
lighted  cigarette,  and  finished  up  by  placing  him 
naked  on  a  heated  kitchen  range.  After  that  he  tied 
the  hands  of  the  "  criminal"  behind  his  back  and 
threw  him  on  an  open  railway  truck,  on  which, 
wearing  nothing  but  his  underclothing,  the  boy  was 
conveyed  at  six  in  the  morning,  in  a  severe  Siberian 
frost,  to  the  police-station,  a  distance  of  about  25 
miles. 

After  his  release  the  boy  could  neither  stand  nor 
bear  the  excruciating  pain  of  lying  down. 

The  Assistant-District  Captain  has  arrived  at  the 
mines  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  case. 


RUSSIA   AND   THE  STATES. 


According  to  a  telegram  from  St.  Petersburg  to  the 
Odessa  Listok,  the  Russian  Government  is  willing  to 
allow  American  Jews  the  unrestricted  right  of  entry 
into  Russia,  while  objecting  to  the  "offensive" 
manner  in  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  raised  the  question. 

It  is  expected  that  in  his  statement  of  policy  and 
forthcoming  legislative  measures  in  the  Duma, 
M.  Kokovtsoff  will  foreshadow  the  preparation  of  a 
Bill  designed  to  relieve  Russian  subjects  from  many 
of  the  cumbersome  formalities  connected  with  the 
obtaining  of  passports  as  well  as  to  remove  the 
difficulties  arising  in  connection  with  those  for- 
malities in  Russia's  relations  to  foreign  States. 


TRADE   RESTRICTIONS   ON  JEWS. 

M.  Avdakoff,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  State, 
has  told  an  interviewer  that  the  Council  of  the  Trade 
and  Industry  Conferences  is  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  restrictions  on  Jews,  and  is  submitting  to  the 
legislative  Chambers  a  detailed  memorial  showing  (he 
necessity  of  abolishing  such  restrictions.  M.  Avda- 
koff denies  the  report  that  there  is  any  disagreement 
between  the  Council  of  Ministers  and  the  Premier, 
who  stated  to  a  leading  industrialist  that  some  of  the 
Jewish  restrictions  would  have  to  be  abolished. 


CROWDED  PRISONS. 

The  Minister  of  |ustice  has  filed  in  the  Duma 
bureau  a  Bill  to  provide  supplementary  credits  for 
increasing  the  managerial  and  warders'  staff  of  the 
Alexandrovsk  and  Tobolsk  convict  prisons.  The 
increase  is  necessitated  by  the  difficulty  of  accommo- 
dating the  large  number  of  deported  convicts,  which 
already  exceeds  30,000. 


NEWSPAPERS  AND  THE  LAW 

How  the  Press   Won  and  Lost  its 
Freedom. 

Two  or  three  years  ago  the  St.  Petersburg  Literary 
Society,  on  the  motion  of  Count  P.  M.  Tolstoy, 
decided  to  undertake  the  important  duty  of  elucidat- 
ing the  question  of  the  legal  position  of  the  Russian 
Press  under  the  "  Constitutional "  regime,  and  as  a 
result  we  now  have  to  hand  a  collective  work  entitled 
The  Freedom  of  the  Press  under  the  Restored  Regime, 
dedicated  to  the  late  well-known  President  of  the 
Society,  M.  Annenski. 

Among  the  subjects  dealt  with  are  "The  History 
of  the  Revived  Press  Legislation  "  (V.  Nab  feoff  [, 
"The  Period  of  the  Freedom  of  the  Pre-s  of  the 
Capitals"  (M.  Haufmanj.  "  The  Press  Regulations  of 
the  Okhrana  v  (Count  P.  M.  Tolstoy),  "  The  Press  and 
the  Judiciary  "  (Ordeynski),  and  "The  Press  and  the 
Administration  "  (Obuinski). 

The  work  gives  a  full  analysis  and  description  of 
the  official  attitude  towards  the  Press,  and  the 
struggle  of  the  latter  to  maintain  its  prestige.  In 
reading  it  we  live  through  the  great  tragedy 
of  Russian  intellectual  life,  fettered  by  the  iron 
hierarchy  of  the  censors  and  crushed  under  the 
relentless  heel  of  the  Administration,  from  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  down  to  the  lowest  ranks  of  'he 
police.  Then  we  witness  the  gradual  breaking  of  the 
chains,  until  the  revolutionary  storm  sweeps  awav  all 
restraint,  and  Russian  thought  issued  forth  like  an 
uncaged  bird.  But  only  for  a  moment.  The  chains 
were  soon  restored,  and  the  Press  is  now  only  free  to 
suffer  once  more. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  last  century  the 
Governments  attitude  towards  the  Press,  as  one 
censor,  M.  Nikitenko,  expressed  it,  was  to  regard  men 
of  intellect  "  as  thieves  and  murderers.''  There  was 
scarcely  a  single  talented  Russian  writer  who  escaped 
imprisonment.  Any  activity  which  was  connected 
with  the  spread  of  thought  was  in  entire  dependence 
on  the  goodwill  of  the  ignorant  administrators.  In 
order  to  set  up  a  paper  or  a  printing-press,  to  open  a 
publishing  business,  or  to  become  an  editor,  it  was 
absolutely  essential  to  obtain  permission  from  the 
local  authorities  or  the  Minister  himself. 

On  the  eve  of  the  Revolution  (1904)  the  Govern- 
ment set  up  a  commission  to  inquire  into  the  means 
of  giving  some  limited  scope  to  the  Press,  and  it 
sat,  without  result,  until  the  Revolution  arrived  and 
threw  it  aside.  Then  even  the  Novoe  Vrcmxa  and 
others  became  ardent  supporters  of  the  freedom  of 
the  Press,  and  joined  the  Union  of  Editors  and 
Litterateurs  for  the  defence  of  the  Press  when  the 
working-class  organisations  had  endowed  it  with 
liberty.  The  Government  issued  a  manifesto  in  favour 
of  the  freedom  of  the  Press.  A  little  later,  however, 
when  the  Government  recovered,  the  Novoe  Vremxa 
people  and  their  brethren,  who  scented  the  reappear- 
ance of  the  old  "  bosses,"  left  the  Union.  In  1905  and 
1906  the  Government  issued  new  "  temporary  Press 
regulations,"  restored  the  old  hierarchy  of  censors, 
and  made  the  criminal  code  still  more  severe  against 
the  Press. 

Although  these  regulations  affected  to  allow  more 
scope,  yet,  as  Count  P.  Tolstoy  shows,  the  Okhrana 
again  enjoyed  full  domination  and  nullified  the 
favourable  clauses  of  the  "  temporary  regulations.'' 
The  absence  of  a  preliminary  censorship  on  the 
periodicals  in  the  capitals  did  not  release  them  from 
the  iron  heel  of  the  Administration.  The  Okhrana 
on  the  one  hand  and  the  servile  judiciary  on  the  other 
managed  to  curb  all  Russian  thought. 

During  a  period  of  three  years  about  one  thousand 
newspapers  and  reviews  were  destroyed,  but  this 
period  does  not  include  the  last  two  years,  which  have 
been  the  worst  experienced  under  the  "  Constitu- 
tional" rSgime.  Again  one  calls  to  mind  the  opinion 
of  the  Russian  Society  of  Litterateurs  expressed  in 
1909,  that  the  freedom  of  the  Press  can  come  only 
with  the  liberation  of  the  people  from  Absolutism. 


DISAFFECTION    IN    THE  NAVY. 


Seventy  sailors,  most  of  whom  have  already  been 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for  organising  an  armed 
rebellion  in  the  Navy,  are  now  to  be  tried,  at  the 
instance  of  the  gendarmerie  authorities,  before 
another  Court-martial  at  Sebastopol  on  a  charge  of 
having  organised  among  the  sailors  an  association 
aiming  at  the  subversion  of  the  existing  political 
system.  


The  Circuit  Session  of  the  St.  Petersburg  High 
Court  held  at  Pskov  has  sentenced  the  judicial  Com- 
missary of  the  Pskov  District  Court,  I.  P.  Bogdonoff, 
to  four  years'  imprisonment  for  an  act  of  arson  com- 
mitted partly  for  the  sake  of  getting  the  insurance 
money,  but  chiedy,  it  was  said,  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  the  proofs  of  his  systematic  forgeries  and 
embezzlements. 
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Another  year  of  the  Counter-Revolution  epoch 
has  been  completed  in  Russia,  and  at  the  end  of 
it  the  citizens  of  the  Empire  find  themselves 
with  their  liberties  still  further  curtailed,  and 
the  weapons  of  persecution  and  repression  made 
even  more  effective  than  they  were  twelve 
months  a^o.  In  the  chronicle  of  events  which 
we  have  "published  week  by  week  during  this 
period,  covering  practically  every  phase  of 
Russian  life,  scarcely  a  gleam  of  hope  for  the 
future  is  to  be  discerned  ;  and,  however  anxious 
we  may  be  to  qualify  our  pessimism  by  hugging 
the  possibility  of  reform  and  progress  being 
achieved  by  the  new  Duma,  we  are  compelled  to 
realise  that  the  attitude  of  that  body  is  still  an 
unknown  quantity,  and  that,  if  it  insists  on 
carrying  out  a  Liberal  programme,  it  is  likely  to 
meet  with  as  violent  and  untimely  an  end  as  was 
the  fate  of  its  first  two  predecessors. 

The  Third  Duma. 
During  the  first  six  months  of  1912  the  third 
Duma  was  still  sitting,  and  still  engaged  for  the 
most  part  in  complacently  closing  its  eyes  and 
ears  to  the  vital  needs  of  the  country,  directing 
its  main  activity  towards  outraging  the  feelings 
and  striking  at  the  rights  of  the  subject  races. 
The  most  important  measures  it  passed  in  this 
closing  period  of  its  existence  were  two  Bills 
relating  to  Poland,  of  which  one,  providing  for 
the    annexation    of    Holm    to    Russia  proper, 
became  law,  and  the  other,  embodying  a  doubt- 
ful scheme   of   municipal   self-government  for 
the  Polish  provinces,  was  held  up  in  the  Council 
of  State.    These  measures  will  be  referred  to 
later.    Towards  the  end  of  June  the  third  Duma, 
after  sanctioning  the  expenditure  of  50  millions 
sterling  for  the  "  small  "  Naval  programme,  came 
to  an  unlamented  end.    It  was  the  first  Duma 
to  accomplish  the  full  term  of  its  legal  exist- 
ence— an  achievement   that   was    due   to  the 
unfailing  subservience  of  the  packed  Octobrist 
benches  to  the  desires  of  the  bureaucracy. 
The  General  Election. 
The  election  campaign  that  followed  created 
a  record  in  the  way  of  official  intimidation  and 
illegality.    The  strategical  plans  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  elaborated  at  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior,  whence  instructions  of  the  most  precise 
character  were  issued  to  the  local  authorities, 
ordering    them    to    forward    the    interests  of 
Ministerial  candidates  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power.     The  provincial  Governors,  zealous  as 
usual  in  the  cause  of  Reaction  and  with  an  eye 
to  promotion,  entered  upon  the  work  with  an 
energy  to  which  the  almost  universal  falsification 
of   the  electoral  registers,  the  prosecution  of 
"  undesirable "    candidates,  the    prohibition  of 
Opposition  meetings,  and  other  similar  tricks 
bore  ample  testimony.     In   league    with  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  was  the  Procurator  of 
the  Holy  Synod,  under  whose  direction  the  clergy 
were  drilled  into  an  obedient  cohort  of  voters, 
forced  under  pain  of  dismissal  to  support  the 
candidatures  of  the  Reactionaries.     At  first  it 
was  thought  (and  probably  with  sufficient  reason) 
that  it  was  the  Government's  intention  to  pack 
the  Duma  with  priests,  who  could  be  relied  upon 
to  give  a  more  slavish  adherence  to  the  policy  of 
the  Administration  than  the  somewhat  disillu- 
sioned representatives  of  the  landowners  ;  but 
the  general  outcry  against  this  project  convinced 
the  authorities   of  its  imprudence,  and  at  ihe 
final  elections  the  clergy  were  employed  as  voters 
rather  than  as  candidates. 

The  course  of  the  preliminary  stages  of  the 
elections  showed  that  there  was  a  growing 
feeling  in  the  country  in  favour  of  progress ; 


but  the  peculiar  composition  of  the  electoral 
"filter"  ensured  that  by  the  time  the  final 
colleges  were  reached  this  force  was  reduced  to 
very  small  proportions,  jfn  the  principal  towns, 
however,  where  the  mode  of  election  is  more 
direct,  the  Liberals  made  great  strides.  One  of 
the  features  of  the  elections  was  the  defeat  in 
Moscow,  at  the  hands  of  the  Cadets,  of  M.  Gutch- 
koff,  the  leader  of  the  discredited  Octobrist  party. 

The  Fourth  Duma. 

In  the  result,  after  the  first  official  lists  had 
been  corrected,  it  was  found  that  the  new  Duma 
was  composed  of  63  members  of  the  Extreme 
Right,  90  Nationalists,  34  Moderate  Right,  95 
Octobrists,  45  Progressists,  59  Cadets,  15  Social 
Democrats,    10   Labourists,    15    Poles,    etc.,  7 
Mussulmans,  and  9  Independents.    The  strength 
of   the   Opposition    thus  remained  practically 
unaltered,  but  the  Octobrists  lost  about  thirty 
seats,  which    went   to   strengthen    the  forces 
of   the    Right   and    the    Nationalists.    As  in 
the  third  Duma,  however,  the  Octobrists  are 
able  to  hold    the  balance  between  the  parties, 
and  it  is  believed  to  be  not  unlikely  that,  chas- 
tened and  educated  by  their  experience  at  the 
polls,  they  will  no  longer  be  willing  to  act  as 
the  tools  of  the  Government.    At  the  opening  of 
the  Duma  they  combined  with  the  Opposition 
against  the  Right-Nationalist  bloc  to  secure  the 
election  of  M.  Rodzianko  as  President.  The  latter, 
in  his  inaugural  address,  took  the  significant 
step  of  emphasising  the  need  to  strengthen  the 
Constitution  on  the  lines  oj  the  October  Manifesto, 
while  in  his  speech  to  the  Duma  the  Premier,  M. 
Kokovtsoff,  outlined  a  scheme  of  reform  which 
if  carried  through,  would  remedy  many  of  the 
evils  from  which  Russia  now  suffers.    It  is,  how 
ever,  impossible  to  count  with  any  certainty  on 
the  redemption  of   M.  KokovtsofTs  promises 
between    which     and    their  fulfilment  many 
obstacles  stand.    If  it  were  possible  to  rely  upon 
the  Octobrists  to  do  their  manifest  duty,  the  fourth 
Duma,  unless  prematurely  dissolved,  might  be 
productive  of  considerable  benefit  to  the  country 
Parliamentary  Vices. 
The  Parliamentary  situation,  however,  must 
always  remain  thoroughly  unsatisfactory  so  long 
as  the  Council  of  State,  which   is  extremely 
Reactionary  in  its  composition,  is  able  to  bury 
in  oblivion  any  Bill  sent  up  from  the  Duma  of 
which  it  disapproves.    The  Government  has  in 
the  past  made  extensive  use  of  this  power,  and, 
while  affecting  in  the  Lower  House  a  desire  to 
institute  reforms,   has   seen   to   it   that  such 
measures  are  promptly  shelved  in  the  Council  of 
State.    In  this  connection  it  has  to  be  recorded 
that,  contrary  to  established  practice,  the  prin- 
ciple of  legislative  continuity    has    now  been 
recognised,  so  that  Bills  passed  by  the  third 
Duma  but  hung  up  in  the  Council  of  State  may 
be  passed  by  the  latter  body  in  the  present 
Parliament  without   further   reference    to  the 
Duma.    By  this  means  the  whole  meaning  of  a 
General  Election  can  be  vitiated.     Further  it 
will  be  remembered  that  during  the  year  under 
review  the  Senate  decided  that   deputies  are 
henceforth  to  be  responsible  to  the  law  for  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  them  in   the  Duma, 
whereby  a  destructive  blow  has  been  aimed  at 
liberty  of  speech,  and  that  this  followed  close 
upon  the  heels  of  a  Senatorial  "  interpretation  " 
to  the  effect  that  newspapers  could  only  claim 
immunity  from  prosecution  for  reporting  "  indict- 
able "  speeches  delivered  in  the  Duma  if  such 
reports  were  given  verbatim. 

Domestic  Evils. 
With  regard  to  general  internal  conditions,  the 
year  1912  has  been  remarkable  for  the  increased 
severity  of  the  measures  taken  to  suppress  the 
Press,  the  number  of  fines,  sentences  of  imprison- 


ment,  and  confiscations  eclipsing  that  of  any 
other  year  since  the  "  Constitutional  "  era  began. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  capital  punishment  is 
unknown  to  the  common  law  of  the  land,  the 
number  of  sentences  to  death  by  court-martial 
has  largely  increased.    Nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Empire  has  been  under  the  rule  of  "exceptional 
laws,"  by  which  an  administrative  regime  and 
summary  powers  are  substituted  for  the  ordinary 
judicial  processes.    Reports  of  prison  atrocities 
have  been  abundant,  and  the  massacre  by  Russian 
soldiers  of  over  two  hundred  peaceful  miners  at 
the  Lena  Goldfields — a  crime  which  does  not 
appear  likely  to  meet  with  any  punishment — 
caused  a  wave  of  horror  to  pass  over  the  whole 
country.    The  present  year  will  long  be  remem- 
bered as  having  provided  one  of  the  worst  and 
most  destructive  famines  by  which  Russia  has 
ever  been  visited.    The  death-roll  was  enormous; 
millions  of  peasants  were  reduced  to  the  extremity 
of  want  and  starvation,  with  the  accompaniment 
of  terrible  diseases  ;  and  the  Administration,  while 
its  own  measures  of  relief  were  grossly  inade- 
quate,   prohibited    private   organisations  and 
individuals    from  coming   to  the  help  of  the 
sufferers.    Allocating  500  million  roubles  for  the 
construction  of  a  uselessly  big  Navy,  the  Govern- 
ment could  spare  little  for  feeding  the  starving 
peasants,  and  still  less  for  such  necessities  as  edu- 
cation, agricultural  improvement,  and  the  like. 
Anti- Jewish  Activity. 
All  the  old  oppressive  regulations  against  the 
six  million  Jews  who  inhabit  the  Russian  Empire 
have  been  enforced  with  a  full  and  even  increased 
measure  of  severity,  while  in  their  anti-Semitic 
zeal  the  authorities  have  not  hesitated  to  step 
outside  the  law.    Expulsions  from  the  villages 
have  been  particularly  numerous,  and  thousands 
of  Jews,  driven  from  the  places  where  they  had 
been  settled  for  generations,  have  been  rendered 
homeless  and  destitute.      The  famous  "  blood 
libel  "  case,  the  victim  of  which  has  now  been 
lying  in  prison  for  nearly  two  years  without 
being  brought  to  trial,  received  a  new  turn  last 
February    by    sensational    disclosures  which 
pointed  to  a  gang  of  malefactors  as  the  murderers 
of  the  boy  Yuschinsky.    The  authorities,  how- 
ever, have  done  their   best  to   discredit  and 
ignore  these   revelations,  and  have  even  pro- 
ceeded against  the  investigators  of  the  case  who 
acted  upon  them.    The  Government,  which  has 
throughout  lent  its  countenance  to  the  fantastic 
theory  of  "  ritual   murder,"   does  not  appear 
anxious  to  bring  Beilis  to  trial,  especially  since 
the  issue  of  notable  protests  against  the  Blood 
Accusation,  signed  by  a  large  number  of  the 
most  distinguished  men,  in  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Germany. 

Poland,  Finland,  and  the  Caucasus. 
A  great  wrong  has  been  done  to  Poland  by 
the  detachment  of  the  Holm  districts  and  their 
annexation  to  Russia.  By  way  of  compensation 
however,  the  Poles  were  promised  the  boon  of 
municipal  self-government.  A  measure  to  this 
effect,  which,  although  containing  some  mani- 
festly unfair  provisions,  was  yet  accepted  by  the 
Polish  representatives  as  being  an  improvement 
on  the  old  conditions,  was  passed  by  the  Duma, 
but  in  the  Council  of  State,  while  the  Holm  Bill 
was  rushed  through,  the  Self-Government  Bill 
was  delayed  and  finally  shelved.  The  resent- 
ment among  the  Poles  at  this  piece  of  official 
treachery  was  unbounded.  In  Finland  the  strike 
of  the  pilots,  who  objected  to  being  brought 
under  the  control  of  the  Russian  Ministry  of 
Marine,  caused  great  inconvenience  and  loss  to 
navigation,  and  proved  a  very  successful  step  in 
the  "passive  resistance  "  campaign.  A  similar 
attitude  of  opposition  has  been  displayed  with 
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DSOKMS  ^4  ViVl. 


CAN    RUSSIA    GO    TO  WAR? 

The    Paralysing    Effect   of  Internal 
Conditions. 


Russia  cannot  go  to  war.  That  is  a  fact  which  no 
one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  internal  condition  of 
the  country  will  dispute  ;  and  it  will  help  to  explain 
the  note  of  restraint  in  M.  Kokovtsoff's  references  to 
the  Eastern  Question  in  the  Duma  last  week. 

Even  if  the" severe  lessons  of  the  Japanese  War  had 
already  been  forgotten,  the  Balkan  War  would  have 
called  them  to  mind.  All  the  elements  which  con- 
tributed to  the  rapid  and  complete  wreck  of  the 
Turkish  Army  are  also  paralysing  the  military  power 
of  Russia. 

At  the  outset  it  is  necessary  to  note  the  extreme 
disorganisation  of  the  military  and  naval  commissariat 
and  supply  departments.  The  numerous  prosecu- 
tion^ for  embezzlement  and  corruption  have  not 
eradicated  the  predominant  evil,  but  have  only  with- 
drawn one  corner  of  the  veil  which  covered  it. 
Moreover,  even  the  third  Duma,  with  all  its  subser- 
vience to  the  present  Government,  was  compelled  to 
recognise  that  the  victims  of  these  trials  and  of  the 
investigations  of  the  Government  committees  were 
the  smaller  fry,  and  not  the  big  fish,  who  invariably 
escape  responsibility  and  continue  to  occupy  high 
positions.  In  the  columns  of  even  the  most 
"  patriotic  "  newspapers,  notwithstanding  the  censor- 
ship, exposures  are  daily  appearing  which  show  that 
in  the  naval  and  military  departments  perhaps  an 
even  more  disorderly  state  of  affairs  than  that  which 
has  already  cost  the  country  so  dear  remains  the 
order  of  the  day. 

The   Danger   of  Insurrection. 

The  second  factor  which  renders  a  great  European 
war  extremely  dangerous  for  Russia  is  the  state  of 
her  outlying  provinces.  As  is  well  known,  during 
the  last  five  years  the  distinguishing  feature  of  the 
Government's  policy  has  been  a  most  vulgar  species 
of  nationalism.  Not  only  have  the  Jews  been 
exposed  to  unparalleled  limitations  of  their  rights  ; 
side  by  side  with  them  the  Finns,  the  Poles,  the 
Tartars,  the  Caucasian  peoples,  and  all  the  so-called 
"  outlanders "  [inorodtsy),  including  even  the  Little 
Russians  of  South  Russia,  have  been  subjected  to 
repression.  As  a  result  the  whole  of  the  possible 
theatres  of  the  threatened  war — all  the  outlying 
provinces — have  been  brought  to  such  a  condition 
that  only  by  armed  force  is  it  possible  to  prevent 
insurrection.  Should  a  war  take  place,  the  Russian 
soldiers,  without  going  out  of  Russia,  would  feel 
themselves  surrounded  by  a  hostile  population  ; 
Finland,  the  Caucasus,  and  especially  Poland  and 
Lithuania,  the  possible  theatre  of  a  war  with  Austria 
and  Germany,  would  be  to  the  Russian  Army  what 
Albania,  Macedonia,  and  Thrace  have  been  to  the 
Turkish  Army. 

Army   and   Navy  Unrest. 

To  this  must  be  added  the  disposition  of  the  Army 
itself.  The  percentage  of  the  inorodtsy  element  in 
the  Russian  Army  is  considerably  higher  than  that  of 
the  Christian  element  in  the  Turkish.  At  the  same 
time  these  "  outlandish  "  soldiers  not  only  come  from 
sections  of  tne  population  which  have  been  rendered 
hostile  in  the  highest  degree  by  the  oppression  of 
later  years,  but,  in  accordance  with  the  ultra- 
nationalist  policy,  in  the  very  barracks  they  are  per- 
petually undergoing  repression  and  humiliation.  It 
is  quite  natural  that  such  a  position  does  not  inspire 
them  to  shed  their  blood  at  the  command  of  their 
taskmasters.  Hut  even  the  "native"  Russian  soldier 
now  enters  the  Army  with  a  secret  feeling  of  exas- 
peration and  dissatisfaction.  Let  there  be  no  illusion. 
Notwithstanding  the  external  "pacification,"  the 
whole  cf  Russia — especially  the  masses  of  the 
people — is  plainly  simmering  with  unrest.  To  this 
fact  not  only  the  numerous  trials  on  charge?  of  dis- 
obedience to  the  authorities,  attempts  on  the  lives  of 
officers,  and  the  like  bear  witness,  but  also  the 
striking  attempts  at  insurrection  in  the  Army  fat 
Tashkent )  and  in  the  Navy  fat  Kronstadt  and  Sebas- 
topoli.  These  insurrections,  which  burst  forth 
against  the  advice  of  the  revolutionary  organisations, 
and  were  repeated  notwithstanding  the  number  of 
executions,  show  how  much  inflammable  material 
there  is  collected  in  the  Russian  Army. 

Demoralisation   of  the  Army. 

Yet  at  the  same  time  this  same  Army  has,  for  six 
or  seven  years  past,  without  interruption,  been  used 
in  the  "  internal "  war  for  the  repression  of  the 
very  sections  of  the  people  from  which  it  springs. 
Such  a  role  in  a  military  sense  could  not  but  demo- 
ralise it.  That  violation  of  the  conscience  which  is 
inseparable  from  internal  war  has  strongly  asserted 
itself  in  the  officers'  staff.  It  has  not  only  widened  the 
gulf  between  officer  and  soldier,  but  helped  to  expel 
from  the  officers'  ranks  all  thoughtful,  talented,  and 
honest  men.  To  all  those  who  cannot  submit  to  the 
overbearing  arbitrariness,  corruption,  and  caprice  of 


the  commanders  only  one  course  is  left — to  re  ign 
before  they  are  sent  to  trial. 

With  the  internal  war  in  which  the  Russian  Army 
has  been  involved  is  bound  up,  finally,  one  more 
condition -the  definite  dislocation  of  the  Army. 
Several  hundred  thousand  men  are  scattered  in  the 
smaller  and  even  in  the  most  stagnant  corners  exclu- 
sively for  the  purpose  of  keeping  "order."  A  war 
would  compel  the  concentration  of  all  these  scat- 
tered units  of  soldiers  on  the  frontiers,  or,  in  the 
most  favourable  circumstances,  their  replacement  by 
entirely  unreliible  reservists.  Hut,  as  a  sequel  to 
this,  the  entire  system  of  the  various  degrt-es  of  the 
Okhrana  (a  condition  of  control  not  far  removed 
from  martial  law)  would  collapse.  The  withdrawal 
of  the  soldiers  from  the  interior  would  compel  the 
Government  not  only  to  grant  serious  political 
reforms,  but  also  to  prepare  against  the  inevitable 
contingency  (as  happened  in  1904-5)  that  the  war, 
once  started,  would  give  the  impetus  to  a  stormy  revo- 
lutionary movement,  directed  not  only  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  political  reforms,  but  also  to  the  expropria- 
tion of  the  landed  property  of  the  nobility,  without 
which,  even  at  the  present  moment,  it  is  impossible  to 
solve  the  peasant  question. 

The   Madness   of  War. 

Thus,  from  various  points  of  view,  war  would  be 
sheer  madness  for  the  aristocratic  bureaucratic 
regime.  It  would  not  only  lead  inexorably  to  mili- 
tary destruction,  but  would  also  hasten  the  hour  of 
disaster  for  the  counter-revolution. 

The  dominant  power  in  Russia  realises  this  per- 
fectly well,  and  so  the  bureaucracy  and  the  Reaction- 
aries express  themselves  against  war.  The  official 
newspapers,  the  organs  of  the  Monarchical  Reaction, 
the  Press  of  the  Right  nobility,  and  the  ultra-Reac- 
tionary organisations  of  the"  Union  of  the  Russian 
People  "  do  not  shrink  from  turning  definitely  away 
from  the  "  brother  Slavs "  of  the  Russian  people, 
openly  ridiculing  them,  and  expressing  undisguised 
sympathy  with  Turkey.  In  the  name  of  the  internal 
status  quo,  they  would  submit  to  any  rupture  of  the 
status  quo  in  the  international  arena.  Their  policy 
consists  in  siding  with  Germany,  and  removing  the 
centre  of  gravity  of  Russian  foreign  policy  from  the 
Near  to  the  Far  East — to  Manchuria  and  Mongolia, 
on  the  basis  of  an  entente  with  Japan. 

Thus  the  Russian  Government  knows  that  it  cannot 
go  to  war  now  ;  still,  that  does  not  mean  that  it  will 
not  go  to  war.  Its  policy  of  late  years  has  delivered 
it  into  the  honds  of  powers  and  influences  which  it 
cannot  always  control,  e\ien  when  it  recognises  that 
they  are  forcing  it  to  acts  of  madness.  Arbitrarily 
ruling  a  rebellious  country,  it  appears  to  be  powerless 
against  the  cliques  which  it  hoped  to  use  as  tools  for 
its  predominance  over  the  people. 

Th.  Dahx. 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


Contradictory  Rumours. 


The  Kiev  Public  Prosecutor,  M.  Tchaplinsky,  has 
arrived  in  St.  Petersburg,  where  he  has  had  an 
audience  of  the  Minister  of  Justice.  As  was  learnt  at 
the  recent  trial  of  M.  Migchuk,  the  former  head  of 
the  Kiev  Detective  Department,  it  was  M.  Tchap- 
linsky who  insisted  on  the  detective  officers  looking 
for  a  Jew  as  the  murderer  of  Yuschinsky. 

The  Examining  Magistrate,  M.  Mashkevitch,  who 
conducted  the  second  investigation  into  the 
charge  against  Beilis,  has  also  reached  St.  Peters- 
burg, where  he  is  to  take  part  in  a  consultation  at 
the  Ministry  of  Justice  with  rega'd  to  the  further 
prosecution  or  abandonment  of  the  charge  against 
Beilis. 

It  is  believed  that,  now  that  the  Duma  is  sitting 
and  interpellations  on  the  subject  are  probable,  M. 
Scheglovitoff  perceives  the  necessity  of  arriving  at 
a  speedy  decision  in  the  matter. 

The  other  Public  Prosecutor,  who  had  made  a 
speciality  of  initiating  frivolous  prosecu' ions  of  a 
disciplinary  or  criminal  character  against  the  counsel 
engaged  for  the  defence  of  Beilis,  has,  it  is  said, 
become  mentally  deranged  owing  to  the  collapse  of 
the  whole  edifice  of  the  case  against  Beilis,  on  the 
success  of  which  he  had  built  high  expectations  of 
promotion  and  honour. 

The  accused  man  Beilis  was  recently  allowed  to 
receive  a  visit  from  his  wife  and  brother.  The  latter 
stated  that  the  prisoner  was  looking  w  ell  and  in  good 
spirits,  confidently  expecting  his  speedy  discharge. 
In  Kiev  judicial  circles,  however,  it  is  stated  that,  in 
accordance  with  the  report  presented  by  the  Public 
Prosecutor,  it  has  been  decided  in  St.  Petersburg  to 
bring  a  charge  against  Beilis  of  complicity  in  the 
murder  of  Yuschinsky  for  ritual  purposes. 

While  all  these  contradictory  statements  are  in 
circulation,  the  only  thing  that  is  certain  is  the  con- 
tinued imprisonment  of  Beilis  on  a  charge  regarding 
the  nature  of  which  the  authorities  are  unable  to 
make  up  their  minds. 


THE    GOVERNMENT'S  POLICY. 

Premier   Outlines    Scheme  of  Reform  in 
the  Duma. 

On  Wednesday  M.  Kokovtsoff  made  his  declara- 
tion of  the  Government's  policy  in  the  Duma.  In 
the  course  of  his  speech  the  Premier  stated  that, 
having  at  h-  art  the  security  of  the  rights  of  indi- 
viduals, the  Government  found  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  discuss  with  all  speed  Bills  dealing  with  personal 
inviolability  and  the  reform  of  the  exceptional  laws 
in  conformity  with  the  Manifesto  of  October  30th , 
1905. 

Passport  facilities  would  be  simplified  and  trade 
with  foreign  countries  facilitated. 

Administrative  suppressions  of  the  Press  for 
offences  would  be  replaced  by  judicial  procedure, 
and  the  regulations  regarding  associations  and  meet- 
ings would  be  rendered  less  stringent. 

The  rest  of  the  speech  was  devoted  to  the  Balkan 
settlement. 

Exceptional  Laws. 

On  the  16th  inst.,  after  the  final  constitution  of  the 
prcesidium,  the  Dumi  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of 
the  Cadet  interpellation  on  the  anti-Constitutional 
renewal  of  the  Exceptional  Regulations  of  1881 
(Okhrana  regime)  from  year  to  >ear  since  1905,  con- 
trary to  the  guaiantees  of  the  October  Manifesto  and 
the  now  existing  Constitution  and  1  iws. 

Inlhecjurse  of  the  debate  Advocate  Kerensky, 
opposing  the  view  that  the  state  of  Extraordinary 
Okhrana  is  made  necessary  in  certain  places  owing 
to  the  fear  of  foreign  danger,  observed  : — 

"In  a  country  ruled  by  arbitrary  will,  where  the 
millions  are  excluded  from  legislation,  where  every 
police-constable  may  at  any  moment  cast  anv  citizen 
into  prison,  there  can  be  no  national  strength  or 
security." 

The  interpellation,  winch  was  supported  by  the 
Progressists  and  Octobrists,  was  adopted. 


STUDENT  STRIKES. 

Widespread  Unrest  at  Educational 
Establishments. 


The  higher  schools  throughout  Russia  continue 
in  a  state  of  ferment  and  excitement,  which  chiefly 
finds  expression  in  students'  strikes  on  any  suitable 
or  unsuitable  occasion. 

After  St.  Petersburg  University  it  was  the  turn  of 
the  Surgical  Academy,  which  is  under  the  control  not 
of  the  Ministry  of  Education,  but  of  the  War  Office. 
Here  a  three  days'  strike  was  recently  proclaimed 
and  carried  out  as  a  protest  against  the  order  issued 
to  the  students  enjoining  them  to  salute  in  military 
fashion  any  officer  they  meet  in  the  street. 

Even  the  Church  schools  have  not  escaped 
the  general  feeling  of  unrest  so  noticeable  in  the 
lay  schools.  A  strike  recently  broke  out  at  the 
clerical  seminary  of  Vladimir,  and  resulted  in  the 
expulsion  of  114  students.  In  consequence  of  this 
a  meeting  of  students  was  held  outside  the  town,  but 
was  interrupted  by  the  police,  who  made  numerous 
arrests  on  the  spot,  followed  by  searches  and  other 
arrests  during  the  night.  This,  however,  was  merely 
pouring  oil  on  the  fire,  for  on  the  following  day  the 
pupils  at  the  seminary  broke  off  their  studies, 
demanding  more  humane  treatment  and  the  libera- 
tion of  their  imprisoned  comrades.  The  principal  of 
the  seminary  again  had  recourse  to  the  police,  with 
the  result  that  the  agitation  among  the  clerical 
students  is  increasing. 


EXPULSIONS    OF  JEWS. 


Governor-General  Trepoff  has  sent  orders  frcm 
Kiev  to  the  Governor  of  Yolhynia  to  stop  the  expul- 
sions of  Jews  until  the  spring.  Without  going  into 
the  legal  aspect  of  the  matter,  the  Governor-General 
considers  it  to  be  inhuman  to  evict  people  in  the 
winter  season. 

Similar  orders  were  expected  to  be  given  to  the 
Governors  of  Kiev  and  Podolia,  which  form  part  of 
the  General  Governorship  of  Kiev. 

M.  Giers,  the  present  Governor  of  Kiev,  is  to  be 
transferred  to  Minsk. 

In  the  meantime,  Deputy  Friedmann  is  receiving 
heartrending  appeals  from  other  districts,  where  the 
Jews  are  being  expelled  from  the  villages  despite 
all  the  rigours  of  winter. 

Among  the  Jews  who  arrived  at  the  town  of  Dubno, 
after  having  been  expelled  from  the  Yolhvnian 
villages  by  Governor  Melnikoff,  was  an  old  man  of 
eighty-three,  who  had  served  in  the  Army  in  the 
reign  of  Nicholas  I.  It  is  noteworthy  that  this  cla^s 
of  so-called  "  Nicholas  soldiers  "  has  always  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  unrestricted  residence  all  over  the 
Empire. 
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NOTES. 


The  Premier's  Reform  Programme. 

Last  Wednesday  M.  Kokovtsoff  made  his  long- 
awaited  statement;  of  policy  in  the  Duma. 
Owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Christmas  season, 
which  compel  us  this  week  to  go  to  press 
considerably  earlier  than  usual,  at  the  time 
of  writing  we  have  before  us  only  a  brief 
telegraphed  summary  of  that  part  of  the 
Premier's  speech  which  related  to  domestic 
matters,  a  fuller  report  of  which  will  be  given  in 
our  next  issue.  From  this  account,  however, 
we  are  able  to  gather  that  some  very  consider- 
able schemes  of  reform  are  pi'ojected — on  paper. 
The  Government,  "  having  at  heart  the  security 
of  the  rights  of  individuals  "  (  whence  this 
sudden  conversion  ?),  means  to  introduce  Bills 
dealing  with  personal  inviolability  and  the 
reform  of  the  exceptional  laws.  These  boons 
were  supposed  to  have  been  granted  seven 
years  ago  by  the  October  Manifesto  ;  why 
have  they  not  been  made  operative  all  these 
years  ?  Passport  facilities  are  to  be  simplified. 
Does  this,  we  wonder,  include  the  abolition 
of  passport  restrictions  for  foreign  Jews  ? 
The  Press  is  no  longer  to  be  subjected  to 
arbitrary  punishment  by  administrative  process, 
but  is  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  Russian  courts. 
This  concession  to  ordinary  citizen  rights,  if 
made  good,  will  certainly  be  a  step  in  the  right 
direction ;  but  we  should  be  more  overjoyed  if 
we  had  a  little  more  faith  in  the  quality  of 
Russian  justice  as  displayed  in  the  courts  of  law, 
and  if  it  were  made  clear  that  there  are  to  be  no 
prosecutions  for  the  publication  of  articles  that 
come  into  no  sane  category  of  offences  The 
programme  of  reforms  closes  with  the  announce- 
ment that  the  regulations  regarding  associations 
and  meetings  are  to  be  rendered  less  stringent. 


Will  it  be  Carried  Out? 

As  we  have  intimated,  we  have  no  fault  to 
find  with  the  character  of  these  promises.  But, 
at  the  risk  of  being  classed  with  sceptics  and 
unbelievers,  we  must  withhold  our  commenda- 
tion from  the  Russian  Premier  until  he  has 
proved  in  unmistakable  fashion  that  he  is  deter- 
mined to  fulfil  his  pledges.  We  have  all  too 
lively  a  recollection  of  the  barren  record  of  the 
third  Duma,  which  laboured  for  five  years  and 
did  not  give  birth  to  even  the  proverbial  mouse 
of  reform.  Xor  are  we  at  all  reassured  that  the 
present  assembly,  whose  life  has  been  openly 
threatened  in  certain  quarters,  will  exist  long 
enough  to  realise  even  a  fraction  of  the  prospect 
held  out  by  M.  Kokovtsoff.  Further,  even  if  the 
Duma  is  given  the  opportunity  and  shows  the 
inclination  to  pass  any  Liberal  measures,  there 
is  every  probability  that  they  will  be  thrown  out 
or  quietly  buried  in  the  Council  of  State,  which 
in  the  past  the  Government  has  so  often  used  to 
serve  its  hidden  purpose ;  and,  even  if  such 
measures  do  actually  become  law,  there  are 
always  Senatorial  "  interpretations "  and  the 
wide  license  of    infringement   enjoyed  by  the 


administrative  authorities  to  nullify  their  effect. 
For  these  reasons  we  imagine  that  the  sentiment 
expressed  by  M.  Homiakoff,  an  ex-President  of 
the  Duma  — "' Lord,  I  believe;  help  Thou  mine 
unbelief" — represents  the  general  feeling  in 
Russia.  Nevertheless  we  have  to  recognise 
that  it  is  something  that  the  Premier  should 
have  thus  openly  admitted  in  the  Duma  the 
vital  necessity  of  all  these  reforms  ;  we  might 
vainly  search  his  speeches  in  the  third  Duma  for 
any  admission  of  this  nature. 


Why  Russia  Keeps  the  Peace. 

With  M.  Kokovtsoff's  reference  to  the  Balkan 
question  we  have  not  much  concern.  W e  note, 
however,  that  it  has  been  severely  criticised  in 
certain  quarters  for  its  pacific  and  "  accommo- 
dating" character,  whereas,  it  is  maintained, 
stress  should  have  been  laid  upon  the  fact  that 
Russia  will  not  flinch  from  war  in  pursuance  of 
the  course  she  thinks  right.  On  this  point  a 
remarkable  article  we  publish  this  week,  under 
the  heading  "  Can  Russia  Go  to  War?  "  may  throw 
some  illumination.  There  attention  is  directed  to 
the  conditions  which  prevent  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment from  moving  any  considerable  portion  of 
its  armed  forces  out  of  the  country.  The  general 
unrest  that  prevails  among  the  vast  majority  of 
the  population  would  inevitably  take  a  diffei^ent 
shape  at  the  outbreak  of  a  war,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  forced  to  introduce  the  most  far- 
reaching  reforms.  Further,  the  state  of  affairs 
within  the  Army  and  Navy  is  extremely  serious, 
and  it  is  doubtful  whether  these  forces  could  be 
relied  upon  to  perform  the  work  that  would  be 
asked  of  them.  Herein  is  to  be  found  the  secret 
of  the  Russian  Government  s  indifference  to  the 
shrieks  of  the  Chauvinists  and  its  strong  deter- 
mination to  keep  the  peace — a  subject  to  which 
our  contributor  will  return  in  a  second  article 
next  week. 

Excusing  a  Pogrom. 

It  has  become  quite  a  common  occurrence  to 
find  the  ringleaders  of  pogroms  brought  to  trial 
six  or  seven  years  after  the  perpetration  of  their 
crime,  and  then  either  acquitted  or  sentenced  to 
some  veiy  trifling  punishment.  It  has  been  left 
to  the  judicial  authorities  of  Ekaterinodar,  how- 
ever, to  recommend  one  of  these  gentry,  of  whose 
actual  guilt  there  was  not  the  slightest  question, 
to  the  mercy  of  the  Tsar  on  the  ground  that  he 
had  attacked  certain  Jews  under  a  misunder- 
standing. The  details  of  this  case,  which  we 
report  elsewhere,  form  very  instructive  reading, 
and  throw  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  conception  of 
their  duties  entertained  by  the  occupants  of  the 
judicial  bench  in  Russia.  At  the  trial  to  which 
we  refer  the  only  censure  that  could  officially  be 
found  for  the  pogrom  was  that,  in  firing  Jewish 
houses,  the  hooligans  endangered  the  neiarhbour- 
ing  Christian  residences.  In  this  case,  too,  the 
connivance  of  the  police  authorities  in  the 
pogrom  was  very  clearly  brought  out ;  and  yet 
no  prosecution  has  been  instituted  against  them. 
All  of  which  goes  to  show  that  among  Russian 
officials  a  Jew  is  not  regarded  as  a  citizen,  or 
even  as  a  human  being.  He  is  merely  a 
"  stranger  cur,"  fit  for  general  kicking. 


A  Year's  Campaign. 

Elsewhere  we  review  the  events  of  the  year  in 
Russia.  Here  we  would  refer  for  a  moment  to 
our  own  position  after  a  twelvemonth's  activity. 
When  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  we 
set  out  to  provide  our  countrymen  with  a 
weekly  chronicle  of  what  is  taking  place  in 
Russia,  and  to  educate  public  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  terrible  oppression  under  which 
scores  of  millions  of  Russian  subjects  are  living, 
we  fully  realised  that  we  had  a  most  difficult 
task  before  us.  We  had  to  fight  against  an 
almost  universal  indifference,  the  result  largely 
of  the  attitude  of  a  powerful  section  of  the  daily 


Press  and  of  the  political  situation  born  of  the 
Anglo-Russian  Entente,  and  also  against  the 
tendency  to  regard  championship  of  the  cause  of 
the  Russian  people  as  bound  up  with  the  work 
of  violent  revolution.  As  we  have  already  made 
clear,  what  we  demand  is  the  fulfilment  on  the 
part  of  the  Russian  Administration  of  the  gua- 
rantees given  by  the  Tsar  in  1905  and  the 
restoration  of  Constitutional  government  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  October  Mani- 
festo ;  after  that  the  rest  of  the  reforms  that  are 
so  urgently  required  will  come  quite  logically  and 
naturally.  That  is  our  position,  which  we  have 
consistently  maintained  in  the  campaign  we  have 
carried  on. 

The  Part  of  Public  Opinion. 

We  have  no  reason  to  bewail  any  lack  of 
success.  We  do  not  pretend,  of  course,  that  our 
efforts  so  far  have  caused  any  vital  alteration  in 
the  course  of  events  in  Russia.  But  we  do  know 
that  we  have  been  material  in  opening  the  eyes 
of  a  large  number  of  people  in  this  country  to 
the  sins  of  the  Russian  Government.  The  daily 
Press  has  made  extensive  use  of  our  columns  as 
a  source  of  information,  while  we  possess  a  large 
and  ever-growing  body  of  regular  readers.  We 
need  not  insist  again  on  the  influence  which 
public  opinion  abroad,  and  particularly  in 
England,  has  on  Russian  policy,  or  on  the  power 
of  the  purse  which  may  be  most  effectively  exer- 
cised. We  may,  however,  remind  our  readers 
that  the  knowledge  that  the  English  people  are 
looking  with  sympathy  and  understanding  upon 
their  struggle  is  calculated  to  inspire  those  who 
are  fighting  for  their  freedom  with  fresh  courage, 
and  to  help  them  to  endure  their  sufferings  until 
their  end  is  achieved.  And  so  we  bid  God-speed 
to  the  reform  movement  in  Russia,  and  trust  that 
by  the  end  of  1913  the  victims  of  oppression  will 
find  themselves  free  of  at  least  some  of  the 
shackles  in  which  they  are  now  bound. 


THE   SINS    OF   THE  CHILDREN. 


Father  Rozoff,  the  senior  priest  of  the  Pokrov 
Church  at  Odessa,  where  he  has  officiated  for  nearly 
forty  years,  and  has  enjoyed  universal  respect,  has 
been  deprived  of  his  living,  as  well  as  of  the  right  of 
imparting  religious  instruction.  This  severe  punish- 
ment has  been  inflicted,  not  for  any  delinquency  on 
the  part  of  Father  Rozoff  himself,  but  for  his 
daughter's  offence  in  joining  the  Church  of  England 
and  marrying  an  Englishman.  Although  the  daughter 
was  twenty-two  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  conver- 
sion, and  her  father  had  disapproved  of  the  act,  the 
local  Consistory,  supported  by  Bishop  Demetrius,  held 
that  the  responsibility  was  attributable  to  Father 
Rozoff,  inasmuch  as  he  had  failed  to  implant  in  his 
daughter  a  sufficiently  strong  love  of  Orthodoxy  to 
enable  her  to  resist  the  temptation  of  deserting  the 
Church  for  the  love  of  a  man. 

Much  sympathy  is  felt  for  the  venerable  priest, 
who,  at  an  advanced  age,  has  to  leave  the  town  of 
Odessa,  where  all  his  children  reside,  and  seek  a 
new  living. 


THE  FAMINE, 

Government  Forbids  Collections  for 
Relief  of  Sufferers. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  sent  out  a  circular 
to  the  Governors  and  Prefects  instructing  them  not  to 
allow  any  Zemstvos,  or  other  societies  or  individuals, 
to  make  collections  for  famine  relief.  The  Minister 
explains  that  all  the  authorisations  previously  granted 
only  related  to  the  relief  to  be  given  to  the  sufferers 
through  the  failure  of  crops  in  the  year  191 1,  and 
that  the  term  of  all  those  permits  must  now  be  con- 
sidered to  have  expired. 

The  Ministerial  circular  omits  to  mention,  how- 
ever, that,  although  over  a  less  extended  area,  the 
crops  have  failed  in  many  districts  just  as  badly  in 
1912  as  in  the  previous  year,  while  the  sufferings  of 
the  population  are  even  greater,  owing  to  their 
physical  and  pecuniary  exhaustion  during  the  famine 
of  191 1. 

An  investigation  carried  out  by  the  Vice-Governor 
of  Kurland  has  revealed  the  fact  that  extortion  is 
habitually  practised  by  the  police  on  poor  emigrants 
embarking  at  the  port  of  Libau,  from  whom  they 
levy  illegal  contributions  on  a  large  scale. 
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regard  to  the  Equality  Law,  by  which  Russians 
living  in  Finland  arc  placed  on  a  level  with  the 
Finns.  Probably  no  hostility  would  have  been 
displayed  towards  this  measure  had  it  been 
properly  brought  before  the  Diet ;  but  as  it  was 
promulgated  by  way  of  "  Imperial  "  legislation, 
without  reference  to  the  Finnish  Parliament,it  was 
not  regarded  by  the  Finns  as  binding  upon  them. 
In  consequence  a  number  of  Finnish  magistrates, 
who  refused  to  put  the  law  into  operation,  were 
arrested  and  sent  for  trial  to  St.  Petersburg, 
where  they  received  various  sentences  of 
imprisonment.  In  the  Caucasus  a  state  of 
anarch}-  has  prevailed,  mainly  owing  to  the 
oppressive  conduct  and  incompetence  of  the 
Russian  administrative  authorities. 

Adventures  Abroad. 
The  chief  feature  of  Russian  policy  abroad 
has  been  the  aggressive  and  barbarous  tactics 
pursued  in  Northern  Persia,  which  has  now 
become  practically  a  Russian  dependency.  The 
thousands  of  soldiers  who  were  introduced  into 
the  country  under  the  pretext  of  restoring  order, 
and  who  committed  or  countenanced  the  most 
revolting  outrages  in  Tabriz  and  elsewhere,  have 
never  been  recalled.  There  is  no  immediate 
prospect  of  the  Medjliss  being  called  together 
again,  while  the  restoration  of  the  ex-Shah,  in 
spite  of  Sir  Edward  Grey's  definite  repudiation, 
appears  to  be  well  within  the  bounds  of  proba- 
bility. Around  Northern  Mongolia,  too,  the 
tentacles  are  gradually  closing,  to  the  infinite 
exasperation  of  the  Chinese  people.  With  regard 
to  the  Balkan  War,  the  hands  of  the  Russian 
Government  appear  to  be  tied  by  the  knowledge 
that  the  whole  country  is  seething  with  domestic 
unrest,  and  that  Russian  participation  in  a 
European  conflict  would  precipitate  a  popular 
revolution. 

The  "Entente." 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  visit  was 
paid  to  Russia  by  British  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment and  others,  with  the  idea  of  cementing  the 
Anglo-Russian  Entente.  The  party  was  entirely 
unrepresentative  of  the  country,  and  was  unpro- 
ductive of  any  useful  result.  It  was,  however, 
used  by  the  bureaucracy  to  bolster  up  the 
tottering  credit  of  Russia's  political  and  other 
institutions,  and  incidentally  to  boom  Russian 
industries,  to  which  every  effort  has  been  made 
to  attract  British  capital.  In  the  interests  of 
the  Entente  M.  Sazonoff,  the  Russian  Foreign 
Minister,  came  to  England  in  September  and 
engaged  in  more  or  less  informal  "  conversa- 
tions "  with  Sir  Edward  Grey.  A  serious  menace 
to  the  stability  of  the  Entente  was  averted  by 
the  cancellation  of  the  sentence  of  four  years' 
penal  servitude  passed  upon  Miss  Malecka,  a 
British  subject,  on  an  unsubstantiated  charge  of 
having  been  connected  with  a  revolutionary 
society.  The  Jewish  passports  question,  to  solve 
which  the  United  States  terminated  its  Com- 
mercial Treaty  with  Russia,  is  still  unsettled, 
and  the  British  Government  has  shown  no  dis- 
position to  assist  in  its  solution. 

The  Gathering  Storm. 
Reference  has  been  made  to  the  spirit  of  unrest 
that  pervades  the  country.  Expression  has  been 
given  to  it  during  the  year  by  the  very  large 
number  of  industrial  strikes  that  have  taken 
place,  most  of  which  have  been  of  a  political 
character.  Disturbances  have  also  been  wit- 
nessed in  the  universities  and  other  educational 
establishments.  Most  serious  of  all  such  mani- 
festations, however,  have  been  the  mutinies  that 
have  token  place  both  in  the  Army  and  in  the 
Navy.  Both  these  forces  are  in  a  deplorable 
Condition.  '1' hey  are  badly  organised,  equipped, 
and  officered,  while  in  the  ranks  there  is  a  deep 
and  growing  disaffection,  the  result  of  intolerable 
condition-,  of  .service.  When  the  inevitable  day 
arrives  on  which  the  l{u:--ian  people  refuses  to 
submit  further  to  the  yoke  of  oppression  the 
Russian  Government,  will  not  be  able  to  place  very 
great  reliance  upon  the  willingness  of  the  troops 
to  perform  the  bloody  work  of  "  pacification." 

In  taking  leave  of  we  can  only  offer  our 

most  fervent  but  not  very  sanguine  prayers  for 
the  success  of  the  struggle  for  freedom  in  the 
year  that  lies  before  ns. 


AMAZING    POGROM  TRIAL. 

Trivial  Punishment  and  Recommendation 
to  Mercy. 

Astonishment  and  indignation  have  been  aroused 
in  legal  and  even  in  judicial  circles  by  a  recent  judg- 
ment delivered  by  the  Court  of  Ekatcrinodar,  which 
not  only  sentenced  the  leader  of  an  anti-Jewish 
pogrom  to  the  minimum  punishment  of  eighteen 
months'  imprisonment,  but  went  so  far  as  to  appeal 
to  (he  Tsar  for  a  reduction  of  the  sentence,  light  as 
it  is.  Trivial  sentences  on  pogromists  who  have 
en  joyed  impunity  for  a  period  of  seven  years  are  no 
rare  occurrences,  and  do  not  cause  any  particular 
surprise.  But  in  this  case  not  only  was  the  pogrom 
leader,  one  Timofyeff,  treated  with  great  considera- 
tion, but  the  very  wording  of  the  judgment  passed 
upon  him  directly  justified  the  crimes  perpetrated, 
which  were  regarded  as  only  blameworthy  in  respect 
of  the  fact  that  the  conflagration  might  have  spread 
to  the  houses  of  Christian  neighbours  of  the  Jewish 
victims.  The  acts  of  incendiarism  committed  were 
merely  due  to  an  error  of  judgment,  since  Timofyeff 
wrongly  believed  one  of  the  Jewish  sufferers,  Dr. 
Rochlin,  to  be  the  leader  of  a  handful  of  revolution- 
ists who  had  insulted  the  loyal  feelings  of  the  majority 
of  the  population  on  October  30th,  1905. 

The  falsity  of  this  version  of  what  took  place, 
such  as  it  is,  is  all  the  more  striking  as  it  was  clearly 
proved  in  court  that,  far  from  being  a  spontaneous 
popular  outbreak,  the  pogrom  was  merely  the  work 
of  a  gang  of  hooligans  under  the  direct  protection 
and  guidance  of  the  local  authorities.  Before  the 
very  eyes  of  the  military  and  police  the  hooligans 
pillaged  and  burned  houses  and  shops  belonging  to 
Jews.  The  fire  brigade,  on  arriving  on  the  spot, 
was  not  allowed  by  the  authorities  to  attempt  to 
extinguish  the  fire.  The  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Police,  who  was  watching  the  pillaging  of  Dr. 
Rochlin's  house,  himself  picked  up  an  overcoat 
thrown  out  of  the  window,  and  made  a  present  of  it 
to  one  of  the  hooligans  outside.  Afterwards  the 
incendiary  ruffians  had  to  be  protected  from  the 
wrath  of  the  crowd  by  a  regular  chain  of  Cossacks 
and  constables. 

Such  was  the  real  character  of  this  police-managed 
pogrom.  Its  participaf  -s  remained  unmolested, 
with  the  exception  of  t  leader,  who,  after  a  lapse 
of  seven  years,  has  been  mtenced  to  the  minimum 
punishment,  with  a  re^  .nmendation  to  Imperial 
clemency.   


COMMISSARIAT  SCANDALS. 


By  order  of  the  Commander  of  the  troops  of  the 
Moscow  Military  District,  Lieut.-Colonel  Ossovetsky, 
sectional  head  of  the  local  Commissariat  Department, 
and  four  other  Commissariat  officials  have  been  com- 
mitted for  trial  by  Court-martial  on  a  charge  of 
demanding  and  receiving  various  sums  of  money 
from  contractors  for  their  own  use.  Lieut.-Colonel 
Ossovetsky's  share  alone  amounted  to  112,000  roubles 
(£11,200). 

The  Moscow  cloth  contractors  to  the  Army  have 
held  a  meeting  to  devise  means  for  collecting  the 
amounts  due  to  them  from  the  Commissariat  Depart- 
ment, which  has  not  yet  been  able  to  discharge  its 
liabilities  for  goods  supplied  during  191 1. 

A  trial  of  Commissariat  officers  for  bribery  and 
extortion  is  now  proceeding  at  Moscow.  The  Army 
contractor  admitted  in  the  witness-box  that  in  the 
course  of  twenty  years  his  firm  had  had  to  spend  the 
sum  of  25,000,000  roubles  by  way  of  bribes  and 
presents  to  Commissariat  officers. 


MYSTERIOUS  AMMUNITION. 

The  High  Court  of  F.katerinoslav  has  sentenced 
four  Armenians  and  three  Persians  to  three  years' 
imprisonment  for  purchasing  cartridges  and  smoke- 
less powder  which  had  been  abstracted  from 
(iovcrnment  stores.  The  conspiracy  was  revelled 
by  the  examination  of  a  basket  addressed  to  Baku 
and  labelled  "  Nougat,"  which  proved,  however,  to 
contain  nothing  but  cartridges.  The  ammunition 
was  forwarded  to  Persia,  via  Baku  and  Derbent. 
While  the  Public  Prosecutor  endeavoured  to  exp'ain 
that  its  intended  destination  was  the  heidquarters  of 
Armenian  revolutionists,  those  who  were  present  in 
court  carried  away  the  impression  that  it  was  meant 
to  be  transported  from  Derbent  to  Petrovsk  for  the 
use  of  the  ex-Shah  of  Persia. 


COUNT  IGNATIEFF. 

The  estate  of  the  late  Count  Nicholas  Ignatkff,  a 
former  Minister  of  the  Interior,  has  been  declared 
bankrupt.  Count  Ignalieff,  who  died  a  few  years 
ago,  initiated  the  pogrom  policy  against  the  Jews, 
and  was  the  author  of  the  notorious  May  Laws 
issued  in  iXKi,  as  the  result  of  which  thousands  of 
Rus-ian  Jews  are  to-day  being  expelled  from  their 
homes. 
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THE    STRUGGLE    IN  FINLAND. 

Finnish  Officials  Imprisoned  by  the 
Russian  Courts. 

[From  Our  Fiwish  Cokkespondkxt.] 

The  Russian  Senate  having  declared  that  the 
Yiborg  Court  of  Appeal  has  infringed  the  Lquality 
Law  in  ordering  the  Governor  of  that  town  to  release 
M.  Lagerkrantz,  illegally  imprisoned  at  the  order  of 
the  Russian  Kxamining  Magistrate,  the  score  or  so 
members  of  the  Court  who  are  implicated  in  the 
affair  will  in  their  turn  be  condemned  to  prison  by 
the  St.  Petersburg  district  court,  and  M.  Seyn  has 
won  a  complete  triumph. 

The  accused,  who  refused  to  present  themselves 
before  the  Examining  Magistrate,  were  arrested  and 
taken  to  St.  Petersburg,  there  to  be  subjected  to  an 
examination  which  everybody  knew  would  be 
rendered  futile  by  their  refusal  to  submit  to  it.  They 
were  then  released  on  bail.  One  of  their  number, 
however,  M.  Nordgren,  declined  on  principle  to 
provide  bail,  and  was  immediately  sent  to  prison, 
where  he  will  spend  Christmas. 

On  Thursday  last  the  Mayor  of  Yiborg  and  two  of 
the  Town  Councillors  were  condemned  by  the  St. 
Petersburg  court  to  six,  three,  and  two  months' 
imprisonment  respectively  for  resisting  the  Equality 
Law. 

Three  "  Russification  "  Commissions. 

There  are  three  Russian  Commissions  sitting  at 
the  present  time  in  St.  Petersburg  to  draw  up  schemes 
for  the  '•  russification  ''  of  Finland.  That  over  which 
M.  Korevo  presides  has  the  most  extensive  pro- 
gramme, dealing  with  the  administration  of  the 
Grand  Duchy,  the  restriction  of  civil  liberties,  and 
so  on. 

Then  there  is  the  Kryjanovsky  Commission,  whose 
object  is  to  prepare  a  plan  for  annexing  a  portion  of 
Finnish  territory  to  Russia.  Originally  the  idea  was 
only  to  separate  the  two  Yiborg  parishes  of  Kivinebb 
and  Nykyrka,  but  in  certain  influential  circles  in  St. 
Petersburg  it  is  now  demanded  that  the  whole  of  the 
province  shall  be  annexed — that  is  to  say,  an  area 
constituting  a  tenth  part  of  the  entire  Duchy,  and 
containing  a  sixth  part  of  the  total  population.  It  is 
quite  likely  that  the  Commission  will  take  this  larger 
scheme  into  consideration. 

The  third  Commission,  which  has  just  been  con- 
stituted u  >der  the  presidency  of  the  Assistant- 
Minister  of  Finance,  M.  Weber,  will  deal  with  the 
proposal  to  make  Finnish  Customs  uniform  with 
those  of  Russia,  which  will  necessitate  a  considerable 
rise  in  tariffs. 

M.  Seyn,  the  Governor-General  of  Finland,  has 
proposed  to  the  Council  of  Ministers  that  the  Finnish 
Diet's  right  of  petition  to  the  Throne,  which  was 
guaranteed  by  the  fundamental  law  of  1906,  shall  be 
restricted  on  the  ground  that  "  these  petitions  contain 
disrespectful  criticism  of  measures  decreed  by  ths 
Supreme  Power.'' 


The  court-martial  of  the  Moscow  military  district 
has  tried  eighty-six  gunners  on  a  charge  of  insubor- 
dination. The  court  acquitted  twenty-two  of  the 
accused,  while  it  sentenced  the  others  to  terms  of 
imprisonment  ranging  from  two  months  to  two  years 
and  a  half. 
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M.    KOKOVTSOFF'S  SPEECH. 


M.  Kokovtsoff  prefaced  his  recent  declaration 
of  policy  in  the  Duma  by  commending  to  the 
new  assembly  the  example  of  its  predecessor, 
which  had  passed  over  2,200  Bills  into  law 
during  the  five  years  of  its  existence.  He  made 
no  reference,  however,  to  the  character  of  those 
measures.  With  but  a  very  few  exceptions  they 
were  of  the  kind  known  as  "  vermicelli  " — little 
Bills  relating  to  technical  and  parochial  details 
of  administration  that  were  of  the  slightest 
possible  importance  to  the  general  welfare  of  the 
State.  If  that  is  the  role  which  the  Premier 
assigns  to  the  new  Duma,  we  shall  have  scant 
occasion  to  take  an  interest  in  its  doings.  If, 
however,  his  speech  counts  for  anything  at  all, 
it  holds  out  ampler  prospects  than  that.  The 
programme  of  reforms  outlined  by  M.  Kokovtsoff 
embraces  a  variety  of  matters  in  which  the 
whole  Empire  is  vitally  interested — such  as 
the  operation  of  the  "  exceptional  "  regime,  the 
scourges  of  famine  and  disease,  the  position  of 
the  Press,  and  the  rights  of  societies.  Upon 
these  and  countless  other  questions — the  list  is 
one  of  enormous  length — the  Duma  is  promised 
the  opportunity  of  legislating.  That  is  well,  so 
far  as  it  goes,  and  providing,  of  course,  that  the 
promise  is  redeemed.  But  the  question  arises, 
>\  iiiii  precise  mauuei  ui  legislation  will  Liie  Duma 
be  called  upon  to  discuss  and  pass  ?  On  this 
point  very  considerable  doubt  is  bound  to  be 
felt.  Take  the  references  to  a  new  Press  Law, 
for  instance.  What  is  promised  (if  the 
Premier's  words  may  be  construed  into  a 
promise)  is  the  substitution  of  a  regular 
judicial  process  for  the  system  of  arbitrary 
confiscation  and  punishment  at  present  exer- 
cised by  local  administrative  authorities  with- 
out reference  to  the  courts.  That  would  certainly 
be  a  point  gained,  although  presumably  such  a 
reform  would  follow  by  itself  when  the  abolition 
of  the  "  exceptional  "  rcijime  was  accomplished. 
But  in  order  to  be  really  satisfactory  a  new  Press 
Law  would  have  to  go  much  further,  and  define, 
in  a  manner  according  with  the  ideas  of  freedom 
prevailing  elsewhere,  the  limits  within  which 
information  and  comment  may  be  circulated, 
thus  curtailing  the  license  by  which  the  authori- 
ties are  permitted  to  include  almost  any  kind  of 
writing  in  the  category  of  "  indictable  "  matter. 
Both  here  and  in  other  directions  the  Premier's 
scheme  of  reform  is  too  vague  to  be  accorded 
anything  approaching  a  hearty  welcome  at  this 
stage. 

The  fact  is,  of  course,  that  during  the  past  five 
years  the  Government's  actions  have  been  so 
diametrically  opposed  to  its  present  professions 
that  scepticism  is  not  only  justifiable  but 
unavoidable.  How,  for  instance,  can  one  believe 
that  it  is  intended  to  abolish  "  Okhrana  "  rule 
when  from  year  to  year  this  intolerable  system 
of  administration,  which  deprives  Russian 
citizens  of  their  most  elementary  personal  rights, 
has  been  renewed  in  almost  every  corner  of  the 
Empire  ?  This  reform  could  be  accomplished 
by  the  Government  without  reference  to  the 
Duma  ;  but  so  little  disposition  to  do 
so  has  been  shown  that  only  a  few  weeks 
ago  orders  of  renewal  were  promulgated 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
country.     Unless  it  is  possible  to  believe  that 


the  Government  intends  to  introduce  a  measure 
by  which  its  power  of  declaring  a  "  state  of  siege  " 
and  the  lesser  varieties  of  "  exceptional "  rule 
will  be  taken  away  fo  •  all  time — and  such  a 
belief  is  assuredly  not  possible — this  pledge  of 
M.  Kokovtsoff  s  lacks  all  meaning  and  substance. 
Further,  it  is  built  up  m  a  foundation  that  is 
manifestly  crazy.  The  Premier  may  talk  smugly 
of  "  the  disappearance  of  disturbances  "  and  "  the 
resumption  of  tranquil  labour  throughout  the 
country,"  but  he  knows  as  well  as  anybody  that 
these  conditions  do  not  exist ;  the  very  recent 
mutinies  in  the  Arm\'  and  the  Navy  and  the 
unprecedented  number  of  "political"  strikes 
that  have  taken  place  |  during  the  last  twelve 
months  give  the  lie  at  once  to  his  hypothesis. 
Nor  can  we  quite  bring  i  urselves  to  believe  in  the 
protestations  of  the  Grvernment's  "benevolent 
attitude  "  towards  the  :  ab  ject  nationalities,  and 
of  "  toleration  for  all  dei  ominations  and  religious 
doctrines."     The    present  Administration  has 


done  as  much  as  any  otl 
rights  and  to  turn  th 


er  to  stamp  out  national 
j    principle  of  religious 


toleration  into  a  mock(  by,  and  we  see  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  it  has  1;  rely  altered  its  views  in 
these  respects. 

There  are  a  numb  ,r  of  the  most  urgently 
desired  reforms  to  whicl  M.  Kokovtsoff  made  no 
reference  at  all  in  his  }?ech.  Foremost  among 
them  is  a  new  Fran  .  E  se  Law.  The  Russian 
Constitution  znu&i  ^l.vT  *=»tcnicir.  more  cr  leas 
dead  letter  until  the  iniquitous  electoral  system 
which  the  late  M.  Stolypin  fraudulently  sub- 
stituted for  the  franchise  granted  in  1905  is 
swept  away  ;  not  until  then  can  a  Duma  that  is 
representative  of  the  country  be  called  together. 
In  this  connection  it  is  to  be  noted  that  M. 
Kokovtsoff  preserved  a  complete  silence  on  the 
subject  of  the  countless  official  illegalities  by 
which  the  recent  General  Election  was  vitiated  ; 
that,  however,  is  a  matter  on  which  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  required  to  make  its  explanation 
when  the  interpellation  relating  to  it  is  reached. 
In  the  next  place  it  is  highly  necessary  that  the 
labours  of  the  Duma  should  not  be  rendered  void 
by  the  action,  or  rather  inaction,  of  the  Council 
of  State.  The  rules  of  procedure  governing  this 
body  should  be  so  amended  as  to  provide  that 
measures  passed  by  the  Duma  shall  be  promptly 
considered  and  dealt  with  in  the  Upper  House, 
which  it  should  no  longer  be  possible  for  the 
Government  to  use  as  its  instrument  for  getting 
rid  of  its  undesired  offspring.  As  a  final  example 
(although  the  list  of  M.  Kokovtsoff 's  omissions 
might  be  very  considerably  amplified)  we  may 
instance  the  need  of  amending  the  laws  relating 
to  the  Jews.  When  the  Government  announces 
its  intention  of  abolishing  the  Pale  of  Settlement 
and  the  oppressive  restrictions  by  which  the 
Jews  are  relegated  to  the  position  of  outlaws, 
we  may  place  some  measure  of  trust  in  its 
sincerity  and  its  desire  to  improve  the  lot  of 
Russian  subjects.  In  the  absence  of  any  such 
indication  we  can  only  regard  the  Premier's  pro- 
fessions as  extremely  unsatisfactory. 


CAN    RUSSIA    GO    TO  WAR? 

II.*— The     Internal    Struggle    as  a 
Guarantee   of    European  Peace. 


An  official  order  has  been  issued  prohibiting 
publication  in  the  Press  during  the  next  twelve 
months  of  any  information  relating  to  the  Army  or 
Navy. 

The  St.  Petersburg  police  have  been  carrying  out 
night  searches  at  the  premises  of  the  grammar- 
schools  or  gymnasiums  in  the  capital.  Several  pupils 
were  arrested  at  their  lodgings,  but  subsequently 
released. 


As  has  already  been  observed,  the  whole  policy  of 
the  Counter- Revolution  of  the  last  five  years  has  been 
carried  on  under  the  banner  of  a  militant  Great 
Russian  Nationalism.  The  rattle  of  the  Nationalist 
drums  has  been  found  a  useful  aid  for  robbing  the 
whole  population  of  one  liberty  after  another,  for 
satisfying  the  selfish  interests  of  the  big  landlords 
and  the  financial  monopolists,  for  taking  vengeance 
on  the  peasant  movement,  and  for  severely  repressing 
every  appearance  of  progressive  activity  on  the  part 
of  the  working  classes.  In  this  way  the  Nationalist 
spirit  has  become  a  sort  of  temporary  bond  between 
the  Monarchy — which  drowned  the  Revolution  in 
blood  and  tried,  by  preserving  an  appearance  of  Con- 
stitutional institutions,  to  restore  its  former  power — the 
landed  aristocracy — which  stopped  at  nothing  to  save 
its  land  and  income — and  a  section  of  the  big  manu- 
facturers, who  were  alarmed  by  the  stormy  develop- 
ment of  the  Revolution  in  1905  generally,  and  of  the 
Labour  movement  in  particular. 

The   Nationalist   War- Whoop. 

But  at  the  same  time  powerful  cliques  came  into 
existence,  for  whom  militant  Nationalism  became 
something  like  a  profession.  Thus  the  officials,  who 
made  a  career  out  of  the  oppression  of  the  "out- 
landers,"  and  at  the  same  time  utilised  all  the  restric- 
tions imposed  by  the  law  (especially  against  the 
Jews)  to  extort  bribes  for  the  evasion  of  the  law  ;  the 
sons  of  the  nobility,  for  whom  the  dismissal  of  Finns, 
Poles,  Jews,  and  others  from  various  posts  opened 
new  positions  ;  the  Russian  landlords  and  merchants 
in  the  outlying  provinces,  who  saw  in  the  oppression 
of  the  "  outlanders  "  a  handy  weapon  with  which  to 
struggle  against  their  competitors  ;  the  clergy,  who 
could  not  desire  anything  better  than  the  oppression 
of  any  kind  of  heterodoxy;  the  "Black  Hundred" 
bands,  the  social  dregs  of  the  towns  and  villages,  with 
whom  it  has  become  a  habit  during  the  last  few  years 
to  sell  themselves  for  the  work  of  fighting  the 
"  internal  enemy  "  by  way  of  pogroms,  robbery,  and 
violence — all  these  form  a  complete  army,  with  its 
apex  stretching  up  to  the  Court,  and  with  its  base  in 
the  lowest  depths  of  hooliganism,  which  has  firmly 
bound  up  its  destiny  with  the  predominant  Nationalist 
policy. 

The  realisation  of  the  military  weakness  of  Russia, 
her  inability  to  stand  up  and  lead  her  "  brother 
Slavs"  {Bralya  Slavianyc)  and  to  fulfil  her  "sacred 
historic  mission" — to  "erect  the  Cross  at  St. 
Sophia  " — would  mean  the  recognition  of  the  abso- 
lute bankruptcy  of  this  Nationalist  army.  Its  leaders 
may  be,  and  doubtless  are,  aware  how  unsatisfactory 
things  are  in  that  respect.  But  the  position  com- 
pels ;  the  question  is  one  of  the  maintenance  of  their 
predominance  in  the  country.  And,  the  firmer  their 
conviction  that  Russia  cannot  go  to  war,  the  louder 
is  their  war-cry,  the  more  bombastic  their  "patriotic" 
pose.  In  their  heart  of  hearts  they  hope  that  it  will 
not  come  to  war,  and  with  their  jingoistic  outbursts 
they  are  merely  trying  only  to  "  save  the  situation." 
But  this  playing  with  fire  may  quite  possibly  have  the 
result,  unexpected  by  the  actors  themselves,  of  kind- 
ling a  sanguinary  conflagration. 

"Militant"  Merchants. 

It  is  necessary  to  note  that  similar  incitements 
come  also  from  another  quarter,  from  a  certain 
section  of  the  middle  class.  The  "  militant  "  spirit 
displayed  by  some  of  the  merchants  is  conditioned 
by  the  position  which  they  occupy  in  the  internal 
economy.  Their  chief  buyer  is  the  Russian  peasant. 
The  development  of  the  internal  market  is  for  them 
a  matter  of  life  and  death.  They  understand  per- 
fectly well  that  without  political  reforms,  without 
the  cessation  of  the  state  of  official  anarchy  and 
persecution  of  the  outlanders,  without  the  creation 
of  conditions  which  will  enable  the  peasants  to 
emerge  from  their  condition  of  starvation  and  pau- 
perism, this  development  is  impossible.  But  they  are 
emphatically  against  the  Revolution— at  any  rate 
against    its  consummation   by  the   masses  of  the 

*  The  previous  article  appeared  in  our  last  issue 
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people.  They  sympathise  with  the  way  in  which  the 
Young  Turks'  revolution  was  carried  out  by  the  corps 
of  officers  in  the  name  of  patriotism,  and  limited 
itself  to  political  reconstruction  without  any  attempt 
on  a  social  basis. 

In  this  way  there  has  arisen  a  peculiar  militant 
Liberalism,  which  pavs  special  attention  to  the  Army, 
demanding  reforms  in  the  name  of  the  military  power 
and  the  creation  of  a  "  Great  Russia."  One  of  the 
prominent  representatives  of  this  political  school,  a 
Moscow  millionaire,  M.  Riabushinsky,  even  publishes 
a  periodical,  under  the  title  Great  Russia,  which  is 
devoted  to  the  treatment  of  military  questions  in  a 
Liberal-patriotic  spirit.  The  same  spirit  is  the  attri- 
bute of  those  of  the  Octobrists  whose  political  pro- 
gramme is  not  exhausted  by  their  servility  to  the 
Ministry. 

Such  are  the  sources  from  which  comes  the  danger 
of  Russian  interference,  in  one  way  or  another,  in 
the  Balkan  crisis,  and  consequently  of  a  European  war. 
The  Government  and  the  ultra-Right  nobility  look 
with  dissatisfaction  on  this  agitation,  and  are  trying 
to  put  obstacles  in  its  way.  But  their  own  internal 
policy  binds  them  hand  and  foot.  The  Government 
could  effectively  counteract  this  Chauvinistic 
asphyxiation  only  by  renouncing  Nationalism.  But 
that  it  cannot  do,  and  therefore  helplessly  and  incon- 
sequently  it  resigns  itself  to  the  power  of  the  flood, 
which  may  at  any  moment  carry  it  in  a  direction 
from  which  there  is  no  return.  The  Russian  Counter- 
Revolution  has  thus  become  one  of  the  most  serious 
threats  to  European  peace. 

Guarantees  for  Peace. 

It  is  true  that,  in  the  same  measure  as  the  political 
paralysis  which  has  bound  down  the  people  is 
passing  away,  in  Russia  itself  the  powers  which  will 
serve  as  a  guarantee  for  the  preservation  of  peace 
in  Europe  are  growing.  How  great  these  powers 
are  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  among  the  masses  of 
the  people,  and  in  society  generally,  the  Chauvinistic 
propaganda  has  hitherto  had  no  success  whatsoever. 
The  collections  organised  under  the  Nationalist 
banner  for  the  Slavonic  cause  have  met  with  so 
insignificant  a  response  that  the  Nationalist  Press 
prefers  to  keep  silent  about  them.  The  elections  to 
the  Duma — of  which  it  is  impossible  to  judge  from 
the  final  results,  falsified  as  they  were  by  the 
iniquitous  electoral  law — have  shown  not  only  a 
definite  shifting  of  the  electors  towards  the  Left, 
but  also  a  strong  growth  of  their  sympathies 
towards  social  democracy,  even  amongst  the  more 
well-to-do  classes  of  the  town  population.  The 
working  classes  have  already,  in  a  number  of  reso- 
lutions, expressed  themselves  as  emphatically  hostile 
to  war  ;  and  how  great  has  been  the  political 
stimulation  among  the  workers  is  seen  by  the 
increasing  number  of  political  strikes  which  have 
arisen  on  various  pretexts. 

Taking  into  consideration  this  disposition  to  agita- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  workers,  and  having  in  view 
the  fact  that  the  recruiting  during  1912  has  been 
accompanied  by  rioting  on  the  part  of  the  reservists, 
it  may  be  said  with  full  confidence  that  the  order 
for  mobilisation  will  serve  as  an  impulse  to  strikes, 
demonstrations,  riots,  and  so  on,  as  it  served  in  1904-5. 

The  Revolution  stands  waiting  at  the  door  of  the 
present  regime  in  Russia,  and  this  fact  is  one  of  the 
motives  that  compel  the  Administration  to  preserve 
peace,  to  try  to  escape  a  military  crisis  which  would 
again  galvanise  into  life  the  Revolutionary  forces.  It 
may  be  said  that  the  question  of  European  war  or 
peace  to  a  great  extent  depends  on  the  outcome  of 
Russia:s  internal  policy.  Thus  the  struggle  for  the 
political  liberation  of  Russia  is  seen  at  the  same  time 
to  be  a  struggle  for  the  liberation  of  Europe  from 
the  spectre  of  war. 

Th.  Damn. 


JEWISH    DOCTOR'S  SUICIDE. 


The  suicide  by  poison  of  Dr.  Walk  is  reported 
from  St.  Petersburg.  Having  passed  with  distinc- 
tion through  the  Medico-Surgical  Academy,  Dr. 
Walk  had  been  retained  at  that  institution  by  the 
Council  with  a  view  to  qualifying  for  a  professor- 
ship. The  decision  of  the  Council  was  vetoed,  how- 
ever, by  the  Ministry  of  War,  which  controls  the 
Medico-Surgical  Academy,  on  account  of  the  fact 
that  Dr.  Walk  was  a  Jew. 


A    JEWISH    SCHOOL  DOOMED. 

Not  being  satisfied  with  a  percentage  restriction  at 
the  general  School  of  Midwifery,  the  Nikolayev 
authorities  have  now  introduced  a  15  per  cent, 
limit  for  Jewish  pupils  at  the  School  of 
Midwifery  in  connection  with  the  Jewish  Hos- 
pital, which  is  maintained  exclusively  by  the 
funds  derived  from  the  Jewish  provision-tax 
tkorobka).  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  introduction  of 
the  percentage  limit  is  merely  a  device  for  bringing 
about  the  closure  of  the  school  in  question.  Since 
Christian  pupils  have  no  need  to  enter  a  school  con- 
nected with  a  Jewish  institution,  the  85  per  cent,  of 
Christian  pupils  required  for  the  admission  of  Jewish 
students  could  never  be  forthcoming. 


THE    PREMIERS  REFORMS. 

M.    Kokovtsoffs   Prodigious  Programme 
of  Legislation. 

CRITICISM    IN   THE  DUMA. 

In  his  statement  of  policy  to  the  new  Duma, 
which  we  briefly  summarised  last  week,  the  Premier 
began  by  pointing  out  that  the  third  Duma,  which 
had  had  to  start  on  its  legislative  work  without  the 
guidance  of  precedents,  had  passed  over  2,200  Bills 
into  law  during  the  five  years  of  its  existence. 
"  But,"  he  went  on,  "  while  continuing  the  labours 
of  the  third  Duma,  the  legislative  work  of  the  fourth 
Duma  must  be  directed  at  the  same  time  towards 
finding  out  new  ways  of  perfecting  on  every  side 
the  political  and  social  life  of  Russia,  on  the  strictly 
lawful  foundations  laid  down  by  the  Manifesto  of 
October  30th,  1905.  With  the  disappearance  of  dis- 
turbances, and  with  the  resumption  of  tranquil 
labour  all  over  the  country,  it  has  become  possible 
both  for  the  Government  and  for  the  legislative 
bodies  to  realise  those  principles  which  derive 
from  the  direct  instructions  of  his  Majesty.  They 
may  therefore  continue  calmly  their  just  labours  for 
the  benefit  of  the  country,'  with  the  firm  assurance 
of  the  unshakable  stability  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  existing  order  of  government,  granted 
and  preserved  by  the  will  of  the  Autocrat  of  all  the 
Russias.  On  this  foundation  the  State  institutions 
are  called  upon  to  safeguard,  without  any  deviation, 
the  unity  and  indivisibility  of  the  Empire. 

The   Subject  Nationalities. 

"  Of  course,  these  principles  do  not  exclude  an 
equally  benevolent  attitude  of  the  law  towards  those 
Russian  subjects  of  other  nationalities  who  recognise 
Russia  as  their  Fatherland,  who  are  willing  to  labour 
peacefully  for  its  prosperity  and  invigoration,  and 
centre  their  happiness  and  their  very  existence  in 
their  union  with  the  great  Russian  nationality.  Under 
the  shadow  of  the  Russian  (two-headed  eagle  there  is 
room  enough  for  the  tranqbil  life  of  all  the  nation- 
alities that  inhabit  our  Fitherland.  These  funda- 
mental principles  also  acure  toleration  to  all 
denominations  and  religious  doctrines,  which  is 
granted  to  them  from  the  h>ight  of  the  Throne  ;  nor 
do  they  even  preclude  the  observation  of  the  peculiar 
mode  of  administration  an  s  local  legislation  of  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Finland,"<Tff  condition,  however,  of 
Finland's  closest  union  with  the  Empire  and  of  her 
unalterable  submission  to  Imperial  legislation  on 
questions  of  importance  to  the  State  as  a  whole." 

M.  Kokovtsoff  then  enumerated  a  long  list  of  pro- 
posed Bills  traversing  a  wide  field  of  legislative  work, 
including  measures  providing  for  local  self-govern- 
ment and  administration,  and  the  extension  of  the 
Zemstvo  system  to  the  Baltic,  Vistula,  and  various 
other  governments  of  European  Russia,  as  well  as 
to  Western  Siberia.  Bills  were  being  prepared  deal- 
ing with  public  health,  charity  administration, 
insurance,  fire  brigades,  and  roads. 

Famine   and  Disease. 

"In  the  foreground,"  he  continued,  "stands  the 
necessity  of  systematically  combating  the  gravest 
evils  that  undermine  the  nation's  prosperity — harvest 
failures  and  disease.  The  contemplated  new  statute 
of  the  Relief  Department  will  assign  the  chief  part 
to  measures  of  self-help  and  public  relief  for  the 
population  against  bad  harvests.  The  scheme  of 
fresh  sanitary  and  medical  legislation  aims  at  creating 
a  new  law  after  the  model  of  the  Western  European 
countries,  while,  pending  the  realisation  of  this 
capital  reform,  it  is  proposed  to  submit  to  the  Duma 
a  series  of  Bills  for  the  sanitary  preservation  of  the 
soil,  water,  and  foodstuffs. 

"  As  parish  life  has  nearly  died  out  in  our  Father- 
land, the  revival  of  the  parishes  under  the  guidance 
of  the  parochial  priest  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
most  important  problems,  and  a  Bill  has  been 
elaborated  for  the  regulation  of  the  Orthodox  Parish. 

"  Bills  have  already  been  introduced  into  the  Duma 
dealing  with  the  inviolability  of  the  person  and  the 
exceptional  regime.  The  Government  considers  the 
examination  of  those  Bills  to  be  of  pressing  urgency. 
The  Government  is  (mite  conscious  of  the  imperfec- 
tion  of  the  means  at  its  disposal  for  the  preservation 
of  the  public  order  of  the  State,  and  is  of  opinion 
that  they  should  be  replaced  by  firm  legal  rules, 
calculated  to  secure  alike  the  consistent  realisation 
of  the  authority  of  the  Government  and  the  inviola- 
bility of  the  rights  of  individuals. 

"  In  addition  to  the  Bills  introduced,  a  Bill  for  the 
reform  of  the  passport  system  is  being  prepared, 
which  tends  to  simplify  the  passport  formalities,  and 
to  facilitate  intercourse  with  foreign  States. 

A   New   Press  Law. 

"For  the  sake  of  the  regular  development  of 
liberty  of  speech,  a  scheme  for  a  new  Press  Law  is 
being  worked  out.  The  Government  quite  realises 
the  desirability  of  replacing  administrative  repres- 
sions by  a  judicial  process  For  prosecuting  infringe- 


ments of  the  law  in  print,  as  well  as  the  urgent 
necessity  of  defining  the  position  of  publications, 
and  more  particularly  of  the  newspaper  Press,  by  the 
firm  provisions  of  a  clear  and  unalterable  law.  But 
at  the  same  time  the  Government  is  convinced  of 
the  necessity  of  making  the  establishment  of  new 
legal  rules  accord  with  the  discovery  of  safeguards 
for  preserving  the  political  and  social  order,  as  well 
as  the  honour  and  dignity  of  individuals,  against 
unpunished  attacks  by  means  of  the  printed  word, 
and  against  such  abuses  as  are  not  tolerable  under 
any  conditions  of  political  or  social  life.  Finally,  in 
view  of  the  incomplete  nature  of  the  temporary  rules 
relating  to  societies  and  unions,  a  Bill  has  been 
drafted  which  defines  more  clearly  those  unions  to 
which  the  advantage  of  easier  regulations  ought  to 
be  extended,  and  harmonises  the  activity  of  the 
central  departments  and  of  the  local  authorities  with 
regard  to  the  application  of  such  rules." 

Other  reforms  which  the  Premier  announced  pro- 
vided for  a  more  uniform  civil  law  system  for  the 
Empire,  new  prison  regulations,  the  establishment  of 
new  schools  and  institutes,  the  restriction  of  the 
admission  of  foreigners  to  Russian  possessions  in  the 
Far  East,  tariff  revision,  new  legislation  relating  to 
joint-stock  companies,  the  regulation  of  the  grain 
trade,  railway  service  improvements,  and  land 
organisation. 


THE  DEBATE. 

The  debate  on  M.  Kokovtsoff  s  address  was  opened 
by  M.  Purishkevitch  (Right),  who  said  that  the 
Government  was  somewhat  unstable,  and  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  dangerously  revolutionary  mood 
of  the  country. 

M.  Malinovsky  (Social  Democrat)  said  that  the 
agrarian  policy  of  the  bureaucracy  had  brought  ruin 
and  anarchy  into  the  life  of  the  Russian  villages. 

M.  Maklakoff  (Cadet)  declared  that  the  realisation 
of  the  antiquated  formula  of  "Autocracy,  Ortho- 
doxy, and  Nationality "  could  no  longer  rouse  the 
national  spirit  and  create  the  internal  union  that  were 
necessary  to  maintain  Russia's  might  and  dignity 
abroad.  The  Government  had  not  raised  the  prestige 
of  the  Orthodox  Church  by  turning  the  clergy,  the 
shepherds  of  the  living  God,  into  a  flock  of  voters 
driven  to  the  ballot-boxes  by  orders  and  threats.  The 
prestige  of  the  Throne  was  being  undermined  not 
bv  those  who  had  given  full  faith  to  the  word  of  the 
Monarch,  which  they  regarded  as  a  turning-point  in 
Russian  history,  but  by  those  who  had  been  trying 
to  persuade  the  country  that  the  October  Manifesto 
had  given  nothing  and  had  altered  nothing,  endea- 
vouring to  represent  the  Tsar  in  the  eyes  of  the  people 
as  a  member  of  a  certain  party,  instead  of  the 
embodiment  of  Russian  unity.  If  the  Government 
was  really  mad  enough  to  imagine  that  the  past  could 
be  restored,  it  had  better  set  about  it  at  once,  abolish- 
ing the  Duma  and  the  constitution  and  taking  upon 
itself  the  responsibility  for  the  consequences.  But  while 
the  Government  kept  on  repeating  that  the  principles 
of  the  October  Manifesto  were  unshakable,  its  admini- 
strators found  the  surest  way  to  promotion  in  com- 
bating, ignoring,  and  mocking  those  principles. 

M.  Kiniorski,  on  behalf  of  the  Polish  Circle,  said 
that  the  Premier's  declaration  must  give  rise  to  feel- 
ings of  deep  disappointment.  The  Polish  deputies 
had  never  shown  themseives  hostile  to  the  interests 
of  the  State,  towards  which  the  Polish  people  had 
correctly  carried  out  all  its  duties. 

M.  Efremoff  described  the  ruin  wrought  by  the 
Minister  of  Education  in  the  Universities. 

M.  Raczkowski  said  that  the  policy  of  russification 
was  being  carried  out  in  Lithuania  even  more  vigor- 
ously than  in  the  Kingdom  of  Poland. 

"Zoological"  Nationalisation. 

M.  Shingareff  (Cadet)  said  that  the  great  sin  of  the 
late  M.  Stolypin  consisted  in  his  calling  to  life  and 
implanting  in  Russia  that  "  zoological  "  Nationalism 
which  was  responsible  for  the  nauseating  exhalations 
that  had  poisoned  Russian  life.  It  was  all  very  well 
for  the  Ministry  to  talk  of  developing  the  organs  of 
self-government,  while  their  administrators  were 
never  tired  of  mocking  and  insulting  the  local 
Zemstvos.  It  was  idle  to  talk  of  the  Zemstvo  as  the 
best  guarantee  of  economy  and  culture  while  the 
Zemstvo  representatives  on  the  spot  were  treated  like 
vagrants.  The  same  held  good  for  all  the  other 
reforms  promised,  which  were  flagrantly  contradicted 
by  realities.  While  the  Premier  was  making  his 
declaration,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  was  forbid- 
ding public  work  for  combating  the  famine.  Which 
were  they  to  believe  ?  As  for  land  organisation, 
internal  peace  had  utterly  disappeared  from  the 
village.  The  peasants'  holdings  were  thrown  on  the 
market,  and  what  was  to  be  the  fate  of  the  unhappy 
men  who  remained  without  a  stick  of  land  and  with- 
out a  hut  ? 

Baron  Mcyendorf,  on  behalf  of  the  Octobrists, 
stated  that  the  Premier's  declaration  had  a  certain 
value,  but  its  importance  should  not  be  exaggerated. 

Subsequent  speakers  dwelt  upon  the  in  jury  inflicted 
upon  the  State  by  the  oppression  of  the  subject 
nationalities.  A  report  of  M.  Miliukoff's  speech  will 
be  found  on  p.  4,  col.  [. 
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NOTES. 


The  Duma  and  the  Constitution. 

Before  the  Duma  dispersed  for  the  holidays 
last  Saturday  it  passed  a  motion,  by  132  votes  to 
78,  declaring  its  belief  in  the  necessity  of  giving 
full  expression  to  the  principles  of  the  October 
Manifesto,  and  of  enforcing  a  strict  respect  for 
the  law  ;  only  by  the  co-operation  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Legislative  Assemblies  towards 
this  end,  it  affirmed,  could  the  normal  work  of 
the  Legislature  be  carried  out.  This,  of  course,  is 
a  very  mild  expression  of  the  general  dissatisfac- 
tion felt  with  regard  to  the  Government's  recent 
actions  and  present  intentions.  Nevertheless,  if 
a  determined  attempt  is  made  in  the  Duma  to 
secure  the  practical  realisation  of  the  views  thus 
academically  expressed,  there  will  he  no  need  to 
despair  of  its  capacity  for  useful  work.  It  is 
now  certainly  more  than  doubtful  if  the  Govern- 
ment can  secure  a  consistent  majority  for  any 
degree  of  reactionary  policy,  and,  since  dissolu- 
tion would  hardly  suit  its  book,  it  may  be  forced 
to  make  some  very  considerable  concessions  to 
the  demands  of  the  parties  of  progress.  It  is, 
however,  impossible  to  say  what  influences  will 
be  set  at  work  between  now  and  February  3rd, 
when  the  Duma  meets  again. 


Franchise  Reform. 

The  Cadet  party  evidently  does  not  intend  to 
limit  its  functions  in  the  Duma  to  criticism  of 
the  Government's  actions.  It  has  a  constructive 
orogramme  of  its  own,  which  includes  a  highly 
interesting  scheme  of  electoral  reform  drawn  up 
by  Professor  Miliukoff,  and  introduced  into  the 
Duma  on  behalf  of  the  party.  With  universal 
suffrage  as  its  leading  feature,  the  measure  pro- 
vides for  the  conduct  of  elections  in  a  direct 
manner,  with  all  voters  placed  in  a  position  of 
equality  and  with  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot 
effectively  secured.  The  franchise  is  to  be 
bestowed  on  all  Russian  citizens,  without  distinc- 
tion of  religion,  race,  or  sex.  All  electors  are  to 
bequalified  to  stand  as  candidates  whatever  their 
place  of  domicile  ;  and  national  groups  are  to  be 
recognised  in  the  distribution  of  the  electoral 
colleges.  Such,  in  brief,  are  the  main  provisions 
of  the  new  proposal.  They  are  of  a  sufficiently 
sweeping  character,  and  advance  considerably 
beyond  the  limits  within  which  the  franchise  is 
confined  in  many  countries  of  acknowledged 
enlightenment.  It  is  understood,  however,  that 
the  Cadets  do  not  put  their  measure  forward  in 
any  expectation  that  it  will  become  law.  It  has 
been  introduced  chiefly  with  the  object  of  elicit- 
ing the  Government's  considered  views  on  the 
suffrage  question,  and  perhaps  of  inducing  it  to 
come  out  with  an  alternative  scheme  of  its  own, 
from  which  many  of  the  abuses  of  the  present 
law  will  be  eliminated.  The  Duma  is  to  discuss 
the  Cadet  proposal  at  an  early  date,  and  the 
Government  will  then  have  the  opportunity  of 
showing  how  far  it  is  sincere  in  its  protestations 
of  reform. 


The  Shame  of  St.  Petersburg. 

Considerable  political  interest  attaches  to  the 
municipal  elections  which  have  just  taken  place 
in  St.  Petersburg.  The  old  majority  has  been 
wiped  out,  and  the  party  led  by  M.  Tarassoff  has 
only  secured  15  seats  out  of  81,  while  two-thirds 
of  the  new  town  councillors  belong  to  the  Liberal 
Opposition.  The  St.  Petersburg  municipality 
has  hitherto  had  a  bad  record.  In  no  other  city 
throughout  the  Empire  has  public  hygiene  been 
so  neglected  as  in  the  capital,  where  all  manner 
of  epidemics — cholera,  typhus,  and  scurvy — 
have,  in  the  absence  of  any  preventive  measures, 
enjoyed  a  flourishing  existence.  At  the  same 
time  nowhere  else  have  bribery  and  corruption 
been  practised  on  so  large  a  scale.  It  is  now 
being  asked,  Will  the  "  reform  "  party  effect  an 
improvement  in  the  conduct  of  municipal  busi- 
ness in  St.  Petersburg  ?  And  there  are  very 
few  optimists  who  venture  a  sanguine  affirmative 
to  this  question 


M.  Gutchkoff's  Ambitions. 

On  this  subject  a  valued  Russian  correspondent 
sends  us  some  interesting  particulars.  The  chief 
cause  of  the  prevailing  pessimism,  it  appears, 
lies  in  the  fact  that  among  the  fifteen  newly- 
elected  members  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Council 
is  M.  Gutchkoff,  the  former  leader  of  the  Octo- 
brists  in  the  State  Duma,  and  the  rejected 
Parliamentary  candidate  for  Moscow.  The 
Octobrist  members  of  the  municipal  body  who 
belong  to  the  "  reform  "  party  desire  to  push  M. 
Gutchkoff  forward  and  to  make  his  position  in 
the  capital  strong  enough  to  allow  him,  at  the 
first  opportunity,  to  stand  as  Duma  candidate 
for  the  first  curia  in  St.  Petersburg,  and  thus  to 
take  his  revenge  for  his  difeat  in  Moscow.  To 
that  end  M.  Gutchkoff  finds  it  necessary  to  serve 
the  interest  of  the  owners  of  house-property, 
who  are  the  most  determined  enemies  of  public 
health  measures  in  the  capital.  He  has  accord- 
ingly formed  a  new  so-called  "  Centre  "  party  in 
the  Town  Council,  which  is  composed  mainly  of 
wealthy  merchants  and  at  whose  head  is  M. 
Tarassoff  himself.  Thus  the  predominance  of 
the  elements  which  constituted  the  old  majority 
is  assured  once  more,  and  the  "  intellectual " 
elements,  on  which  the  hope  of  sanitary  and 
other  reforms  was  based,  are  relegated  to  the 
Opposition.  The  health  of  a  great  capital  is 
placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  new  ambitions 
cherished  by  the  indefatigable  M.  Gutchkoff, 
who  is  anxious  at  any  cost  to  regain  his  position 
in  the  political  world. 


Church  Honours. 

Two  changes  which  have  recently  taken  place 
in  high  ecclesiastical  circles  are  not  calculated  to 
arouse  much  enthusiasm  among  enlightened 
Russians.  Archbishop  Vladimir,  who  has  been 
appointed  to  succeed  the  late  Metropolitan 
Antonius  in  St.  Petersburg,  is  one  of  the  most 
pronounced  Reactionaries  in  Russia,  and  a  pillar 
of  the  "  Black  Hundred  "  organisation.  It  was 
under  the  direction  of  this  prelate  that  in  1905, 
the  year  of  liberty,  the  pulpits  of  Moscow  rang 
with  violent  exhortations  in  which  the  people 
were  openly  encouraged  to  organise  pogroms 
against  the  "  intellectuals  "  and  the  Jews,  while 
printed  proclamations  of  the  same  character  were 
scattered  broadcast  by  the  holy  fathers.  Arch- 
bishop Vladimir  is  also  unfavourably  known  for 
his  revival  of  the  obsolete  practice  of  pronouncing 
the  anathema  publicly  against  individuals  who 
have  offended  the  susceptibilities  of  the  Church, 
designating  them  by  name;  and  it  is  expscted 
that  one  of  his  first  acts  in  his  new  office  will  be 
to  take  in  hand  the  Clerical  Academy  of  St. 
Petersburg,  which  lies  under  the  suspicion  of 
harbouring  Liberal  tendencies.  Archbishop 
Makarius,  who  has  succeeded  to  the  Moscow  see, 
comes  from  Tomsk,  where  he  was  President  of 


the  local  branch  of  the  ill -famed  Union  of  the 
Russian  People,  an  organisation  to  whose  credit 
stands  the  burning  to  death  of  scores  of  people 
who  supported  the  Liberation  movement.  The 
Orthodox  Church  has  not  much  reason  to  be 
proud  of  the  men  it  delights  to  honour. 


The  Monk  Repentant. 

We  have  frequently  had  occasion  to  refer  to 
the  strange  doings  of  the  Monk  lliodore,  the 
notorious  pogrom-maker,  who,  like  his  former 
patron,  the  equally  notorious  Bishop  Hermogen, 
has  lately  been  in  disgrace  with  the  Holy  Synod. 
In  the  quality  of  surprise,  however,  the  monk's 
latest  achievement  eclipses  anything  he  has  yet 
done.  He  has  not  only  renounced  his  priestly 
office,  but  actually  repudiated  the  Orthodox  faith 
itself,  and  he  has  capped  it  all  by  begging  for- 
giveness from  the  Jews  and  the  "  intellectuals  " 
for  having  incited  the  mob  to  violence  against 
them.  We  would  not  be  so  ungenerous  as  to 
doubt  the  genuineness  of  this  sudden  and  drastic 
conversion,  and,  appalling  as  Iliodore's  career  has 
been,  the  victims  of  his  former  fanaticism  will 
no  doubt  be  ready  to  concede  him  the  forgiveness 
for  which  he  pleads  as  soon  as  his  actions  bear 
witness  to  the  sincerity  of  his  words.  His  obvious 
course  now  is  to  tour  the  country  preaching,  in 
place  of  pogrom  incitements,  the  noble  senti- 
ments so  eloquently  expressed  in  his  retractation. 
He  may  suffer  for  this,  of  course,  at  the  hands  of 
the  authorities ;  but  that  is  a  prospect  he  will 
cheerfully  accept  in  his  zeal  to  right  the  grievous 
wrong  for  which  he  has  been  responsible.  Other- 
wise there  is  an  adage  concerning  a  sick  Devil 
and  a  monk  that  will  most  appropriately  fit  his 
case. 


NEW   MINISTER    OF  THE 
INTERIOR. 


Reactionary    Governor    Succeeds  M. 
Makaroff. 

By  an  Imperial  Ukase  published  on  December 
29th  the  resignation  of  M.  Makaroff,  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  on  account  of  ill  health,  was  declared 
accepted,  and  M.  Maklakoff,  Governor  of  Tchernigov, 
was  appointed  Acting  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

M.  Maklakoff  is  a  brother  of  the  well-known  Cadet 
deputy  of  that  name,  who  delivered  a  stirring  speech 
in  the  Duma  the  other  day  in  criticism  of  the 
Premier's  statement  of  policy.  Unlike  his  brother, 
however,  the  new  Minister  is  not  a  man  of  Liberal 
ideas,  and  in  thf  recent  Duma  elections  he  achieved 
prominence  by  the  reactionary  methods  of  interfer- 
ence he  employed. 
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M.    MILIUKOFF'S  CRITICISM. 

Rousing  Speech  in  the  Duma  by  the 
Cadet  Leader. 

Criticising  the  Premier's  statement  in  the  Duma, 
which  is  reported  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  Professor 
Miliukoff,  the  Cadet  leader,  pointed  out  the  contradic- 
tions between  the  Government's  intentions  and  the 
means  of  their  realisation.  While  the  Government 
affected  to  aim  at  securing  the  rights  of  the  person, 
it  did  not  think  of  abolishing  the  "exceptional  '' 
regulations.  While  it  talked  of  the  liberty  of  the 
Press,  it  developed  methods  which  made  it  appear 
that  new  specifically  Russian  measures  were  to  be 
employed  for  bridling  the  Press.  It  talked  of  its 
solicitude  for  education,  while  the  policy  of  M.  Kasso 
was  stirring  up  the  schools  into  a  ferment.  It  spoke 
of  self-government,  while  it  indulged  in  petty  persecu- 
tion of  every  phase  of  self-government  and  voluntary 
activity.  The  Government  invited  the  Duma  to 
work  quietly  in  co-operation  with  it,  but  it  took 
no  account  of  the  country  and  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, who  might  be  restless  and  disaffected. 
The  Duma  was  barred  from  the  country  by  the 
treble  lock  of  the  franchise  law  of  June  16th,  the 
Council  of  State,  and  the  Ministers  themselves,  who 
were  laying  their  hands  upon  everything. 

"  Until  these  three  locks  are  removed,"  continued 
M.  Miliukoff,  "  Russia  cannot  get  out  of  its  corner. 
The  Ministry  must  understand  that  it  has  to  put  into 
effect  the  will  of  the  Chamber,  and  not  its  own 
desires.  Until  it  does  so  we  shall  not  meet  the 
Government  half-way,  and  we  cannot  believe  in  the 
sincerity  and  earnestness  of  the  Government's 
declaration.  ,  It  is  hypocrisy,  although  it  is  a  step 
in  advance  as  compared  to  the  cynicism  and  open 
violence  of  former  Government  declarations." 

The  Jewish  Question. 

Speaking  of  the  position  of  the  Jews,  M.  Miliukoff 

said  : — 

"  Not  only  the  principles  of  the  October  Manifesto 
do  not  apply  to  the  Jews,  but  even  the  existing  law- 
is  not  considered  to  be  binding  with  regard  to  them. 
The}',  who  more  than  any  others  are  prepared  to 
meet  the  conditions  proposed  by  the  Premier,  are 
precisely  those  who  are  most  persecuted.  This  per- 
secution takes  the  form  of  a  veritable  man-hunt,  and 
reminds  one  of  barbarous  times — of  the  time  of 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  of  the  dra^onnades  of  Louis 
XIV.,  nay,  of  scenes  out  of  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin. 
I  will  not  repeat  what  everybody  knows  already, 
but  I  will  read  you  the  latest  novelty.  It  is  a 
circular  sent  out  by  the  Governor  of  Kurland, 
bearing  the  number  2,605,  ar>d  dated  November  28th, 
1912,  the  very  day  on  which  the  fourth  Duma  was 
convened.  In  this  circular  the  Governor  orders  his 
agents,  in  collecting  arrears  of  the  300-rouble  fines, 
to  suspend  with  regard  to  Jews  all  the  civil  laws 
which  apply  in  this  matter  to  all  other  persons.  The 
Governor  orders  them  to  seize  in  satisfaction  for  such 
arrears  any  real  or  movable  property,  including  the 
total  amount  of  debtors'  wages  and  even  relief 
obtained  by  them  from  the  Jewish  Board  of  Guar- 
dians. In  order  to  make  you  acquainted  with  this 
refinement  of  cruelty,  I  will  read  out  to  you  the  text 
itself  with  reference  to  artisans  : — 

'  You  must  not  confine  yourself  to  the  mere 
sale  of  their  tools,  but  you  must  report  such  Jews 
for  expulsion,  since,  having  thus  lost  the  actual 
possibility  of  exercising  their  trade,  they  have 
lost  the  right  of  residing  within  the  government 
of  Kurland.' 

"  You  see,  gentlemen,  first  the  artisan's  tools  are  to 
be  sold,  and  then  the  man  is  to  be  turned  out  of  the 
province,  because  he  is  without  implements.  This  is 
not  even  hooliganism  ;  it  is  that  bestiality,  those 
principles  of  '  zoological '  Nationalism,  which  have- 
already  been  enunciated  here.  But  these  men  whom 
the  Governor  of  Kurland  wishes  to  hunt  down  like 
wild  beasts  are  the  very  men  who  are  ready  to  work 
peacefully,  and  are  willing  to  acknowledge  Russia  as 
their  Fatheriand." 


CONSTITUTIONAL  MOTION 
CARRIED. 


On  December  28th  the  Duma  was  prorogued  for 
the  holidays  until  February  3rd.  Before  adjourning 
it  adopted,  by  132  votes  to  78,  the  following  motion, 
introduced  by  the  Progressists  : — 

That  this  House,  after  hearing  the  Premier's 
statement,  expresses  the  conviction  that  the 
normal  work  of  the  Legislature  can  only  be 
carried  out  if  on  the  one  hand  the  Government 
and  the  Legislative  Assemblies  co-operate  with  a 
sincere  view  to  the  realisation  of  the  principles 
proclaimed  in  the  Imperial  Manifesto  of 
October  30th,  1905,  and  if  on  the  other  hand 
strict  respect  for  the  law  be  enforced  ;  it  invites 
the  Government  firmly  and  openly  to  tread  this 
path,  and  passes  to  the  Order  of  the  Day. 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 

Unscrupulous  Campaign  Among  Ukrainian 
Peasants. 

[From  Our  Polish  Correspondent.] 

Russia  has  just  started  on  a  dangerous  game  in 
Galicia,  Volhynia,  and  the  Ukraine.  It  is  well  known 
that  these  localities  are  regarded  as  likely  to  become 
the  theatre  of  a  possible  war  between  Russia  and 
Austria.  For  years  Russia  has  been  entangling 
Galicia  in  her  net,  through  the  agency  of  whole 
detachments  of  political  agitators  and  spies.  Lack- 
ing other  means  of  agitation,  those  emissaries  are 
now  trying  to  inflame  the  ignorant  Ukrainian 
peasants,  tempting  them  with  the  prospect  of  pillage. 
In  some  districts  of  Eastern  Galicia  the  peasants 
firmly  believe  that  the  "White  Tsar"  will  soon 
appear  and  allow  them  to  plunder  both  the  landed 
gentry  and  the  Jews.  Here  and  there  insurgent 
peasants  are  already  falling  upon  Jews  and  menacing 
landowners,  while  they  sing  the  Russian  national 
hymn  "  God  Save  the  Tsar."  Fearing  the  intellectuals 
of  Volhynia,  Podolia,  and  the  Ukraine  for  their 
gravitation  towards  Austria,  the  Government  intimi- 
dates them  with  pogroms.  A  number  of  landowners 
are  accordingly  leaving  their  homes  and  taking  to 
flight,  terrified  by  the  menacing  attitude  of  the 
peasantry,  under  the  leadership  of  the  popes. 

Such  political  methods  are  the  monopoly  of  Russia, 
for  no  civilised  country  would  be  willing  to  adopt 
them.  Some  other  examples  of  the  same  kind  may 
be  noted.  Although  every  modern  State  requires  the 
services  of  spies,  Russia  alone  can  boast  of  employing 
schoolboys  for  this  task.  Publicity  has  just  been 
given  to  a  disgraceful  affair  of  a  schoolboy  from 
Jaroslav  (a  town  in  Galicia  in  immediate  proximity 
to  a  big  fortress)  who  used  to  steal  important 
military  documents  from  his  father's  desk  and  sell 
them  to  the  Okhrana  in  Warsaw. 

The   Self- Government  Bill. 

At  the  same  time  the  authorities,  inspired  by  these 
high  ethical  principles,  display  their  usual  eagerness 
in  establishing  "order  "and  culture  throughout  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland.  The  only  means  of  coping 
with  the  deplorable  conditions  existing  in  this 
country  lay  in  the  munic»>-;il  self-government  scheme 
which  has  just  been  buried  among  other  unfulfilled 
Russian  promises.  This  measure,  which  was  passed 
by  the  third  Duma  and  afterwards  hung  up  in  the 
Council  of  State,  has  now  been  effectively  watered 
down  by  the  Committee  ;  but  the  Council  of  State 
finds  it,  even  in  this  modified  form,  far  too  advan- 
tageous to  the  Poles.  The  Right  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  Bill  is  drawn  up  on  a  highly  democratic  basis, 
since  it  establishes  too  low  a  census  for  the  electors, 
and  bestows  some  measure  of  autonomy  on  all  the 
towns,  without  exception.  The  Council  of  State 
proposes  to  grant  self-government  only  to  the 
principal  towns,  while  the  smaller  ones  are  to 
depend  upon  the  will  of  the  Ministry.  The  Polish 
deputies  have  energetically  remonstrated,  exposing 
the  desperate  situation  of  the  Polish  towns,  which 
have  been  brought  to  the  same  level  of  destitu- 
tion as  the  most  miserable  holes  in  Asia  Minor  ;  and 
they  implore  to  be  allowed  to  deal  with  questions 
concerning  education,  hospitals,  and  high-roads. 
The  Council  of  State  has  decided  to  return  the  Bill 
to  the  Committee  ;  then  it  is  to  be  sent  back  to  the 
Duma,  which  will  certainly  not  sanction  the  modifi- 
cations introduced  by  the  Upper  House. 

Church   Activity   in  Holm. 

Thus  the  Reaction  has  once  more  proved  trium- 
phant. No  rights  at  all  are  to  be  granted  ;  on  the 
contrary,  all  means  are  to  be  employed  to  strengthen 
the  development  of  "  russification  "  and  the  Orthodox 
faith.  Within  the  government  of  Holm  new  monas- 
teries and  convents  are  constantly  being  established. 
The  moral  and  intellectual  level  of  Russian  monas- 
teries has  become  proverbial  ;  nevertheless  the 
Budget  for  1913  shows  that  the  sum  of  75,000  roubles 
has  been  assigned  for  these  institutions  in  Holm,  and 
the  pious  monks  are  to  be  intrusted  with  the  duty  of 
subsidising  the  agricultural  enterprises  of  the  Ortho- 
dox population.  Orthodox  congregations,  having  at 
their  disposal  the  public  funds,  can  acquire  large- 
estates  and  settle  Russians  there.  Recently  this 
work  of  "  civilisation  "  has  been  extended  to  another 
Polish  government — Suval— where  the  State  banks 
allot  estates  among  the  Orthodox  peasantry  ;  large 
sums  are  also  being  spent  on  the  foundation  of  an 
Orthodox  church  and  parish-schools,  in  order  to 
impress  a  Russian  stamp  upon  a  Polish  district. 

In  the  meantime  the  expulsion  of  Poles  from  all 
State  posts  is  proceeding  relentlessly.  A  number  of 
prominent  officials  have  been  dismissed  from  the 
V  ienna- Warsaw  Railway — among  them  the  well- 
known  engineer,  M.  Seget,  who  is  famous  for  his 
inventions  relating  to  railway  communication. 


A    REPENTANT  POGROMIST. 

The    Monk    Iliodore  Repudiates  Ortho- 
doxy and  Apologises  to  the  Jews. 

A  considerable  sensation  has  been  caused  through- 
out Russia,  and  particularly  in  Holy  Synod  circles, 
by  the  announcement  that  the  notorious  Monk 
Iliodore  has  left  the  Church,  repudiated  the  Ortho- 
dox faith,  and  begged  forgiveness  from  the  Jews  and 
"  intellectuals  "  for  the  persecuting  spirit  he  has  in 
the  past  displayed  against  them. 

Seven  years  ago  Iliodore  became  known  to  fame 
by  reason  of  the  pogrom  pamphlets  he  issued  from 
the  Convent  Press  of  Potchayev,  in  Volhynia.  This 
procured  for  him  such  favour  in  high  quarters  that, 
as  Abbot  of  Tsaritsin,  he  was  able  to  defy  the 
Governor  of  Saratov,  and  for  a  time  the  Holy  Synod 
itself.  The  Church  authorities,  however,  lost  patience 
with  him  when  he  appeared  in  St.  Petersburg  as 
intercessor  for  his  benefactor,  Bishop  Hermogen, 
who  had  been  deposed  for  disrespect  to  the  Synod. 
The  monk's  various  acts  of  insubordination  resulted 
in  his  exile  and  confinement  at  the  Florischeva 
hermitage,  whence  he  petitioned  the  Synod  at  first 
to  be  allowed  to  return  to  his  favourite  convent  at 
Tsaritsin,  and  later  on  to  be  relieved  of  his  clerical 
status. 

The  Synod  referred  the  matter  for  investigation  to 
the  ecclesiastical  court  of  the  diocese  of  Vladimir, 
and  was  getting  rather  impatient  at  the  slowness  of 
the  procedure.  When  the  report  did  come,  however, 
it  fell  as  a  bombshell  in  the  precincts  of  the  Holy 
Synod.  Archbishop  Nicholas  of  Vladimir  reported 
that  not  only  is  the  recalcitrant  monk  Iliodore  anxious 
to  be  relieved  of  his  priestly  dignity,  but  he  has 
repudiated  the  Orthodox  faith  altogether.  He 
retracts  his  pogrom  sermons  and  agitation  directed 
against  the  intellectuals,  and  more  particularly  the 
speeches  by  which  he  formerly  incited  the  mob  to 
acts  of  violence  against  the  Jews  and  other  nationali- 
ties. The  terrified  Synod  at  once  resolved  to  deprive 
the  ordained  monk  of  his  priestly  status,  requesting 
Archbishop  Nicholas  immediately  to  carry  out  its 
order. 

In  the  "act  of  renunciation"  presented  to  Arch- 
bishop Nicholas  of  Vladimir  and  forwarded  to  the 
Holy  Synod,  the  monk  Iliodore  explains  that  his 
meditations  during  the  ten  months  of  his  confine- 
ment have  caused  a  transformation  in  his  mind,  and 
he  blesses  the  walls  of  his  prison,  where,  through 
tears  and  repentance,  he  has  found  the  true  light. 
He  is  now  anxious  to  devote  himself  to  bridging  the 
gulf  which  separates  the  educated  Russian  from  the 
common  folk,  who  are  still  subjected  to  sore  oppres- 
sion. He  apologises  in  advance  to  the  many  millions 
of  Orthodox  Russians  who  may  feel  pained  at  his 
renunciatian,  while  he  implores  the  forgiveness  of 
the  Russians  of  other  denominations  for  the  evil  he 
has  done  them.  He  concludes  with  a  special  appeal 
for  pardon  to  the  Jews  and  to  the  late  Count  Tolstoy, 
which  is  worded  as  follows  : — 

"  People  of  Israel,  light  of  the  world,  I  have  to 
crave  most  of  all  your  forgiveness,  as  I  have 
attacked  you  more  than  any  one  else.  Believe  me, 
I  never  wished  your  blood  to  be  shed,  but  I  did 
incite  the  people  against  you.  My  conscience  is 
tormented  by  the  dead  bodies  of  the  infants 
slaughtered  in  the  pogroms.  Forgive  me,  you  who 
are  the  most  gifted  and  splendid  people  among  all 
the  nations !  I  have  been  sincerely  mistaken  about 
you,  and  I  now  sincerely  repent  it.  You  have  been 
scattered  among  the  whole  of  mankind  for  the 
purpose  of  leading  all  humanity  to  eternal  truth. 
Lead  on,  then.  Much  has  been  given  you,  and  much 
should  be  done  by  you. 

"  Forgive  me,  too,  holy  dust  of  the  grand  old  man, 
the  magnificent  and  splendid  Leo  [Tolstoy].  I  have 
mocked  you  beyond  all  measure  whenever  I  could. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  humiliate  you  and  to  defame 
your  teaching  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  surrounded 
me.  Although  secretly  my  reason  nearly  always 
agreed  with  the  doctrine  of  right  and  faith,  my  outer 
mind,  filled  as  it  was  with  a  mixture  of  truth  and 
falsehood,  revolted  against  you  and  prompted  me  to 
strike  at  you.  And,  though  my  blows  have  neither 
crushed  nor  injured  your  greatness,  I  am  nevertheless 
guilty  of  having,  by  those  attacks,  led  the  people 
further  and  further  away  from  the  sacred  truth. 
Forgive  me,  then,  forgive  me." 


Owing  to  the  intluence  of  the  Countess  Ignatieff 
and  her  friends,  both  lay  and  clerical,  M.  Sabler  had 
been  prevailed  upon  to  take  a  more  lenient  view  of 
the  case  of  the  deposed  Bishop  Hermogen.  He  had 
agreed  to  intercede  with  the  Tsar  to  liberate  the 
Bishop  from  his  exile,  and  to  appoint  him  Abbot  of 
some  convent.  All  these  well-meant  endeavours 
have  been  frustrated,  however,  by  the  intractability 
of  the  prelate  himself.  P.efore  the  Procurator  of  the 
Holy  Synod  could  secure  an  audience  at  Tsarskoe 
Selo,  he  was  informed  that  the  exiled  Bishop  was 
resolved  to  remain  in  confinement,  unless  he  might 
return  to  Saratov  as  Bishop  of  that  diocese. 
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A  CHANGE  IN  THE  CABINET. 

M.  Makaroff's  "  resignation  " — which  differs  in 
no  essential  particulars  from  a  direct  dismissal  — 
has  been  received  in  Russia  with  a  remarkably 
universal  absence  of  regret.  To  the  Reaction- 
aries the  failure  of  his  election  campaign  is  signal 
proof  of  his  incapacity ;  as  the  Zemxchiua  ex- 
presses it,  he  is  not  the  man  to  "  restore  order  " 
when  the  new  Revolution,  which  seems  to  be 
anticipated  on  all  hands,  finally  breaks  out..  In 
Liberal  quarters,  of  course,  his  name  bears  a 
particularly  evil  reputation.  The  manner  in 
which,  during  his  tenure  of  office,  he  has  hounded 
the  Jews,  his  attempts  to  render  the  iniquitous 
Franchise  Law  still  more  destructive  of  popular 
representation  than  it  naturally  is,  and  in  a 
peculiar  degree  the  almost  incredibly  callous 
attitude  he  displayed  at  the  time  of  the  Lena 
massacre — these  things  will  be  remembered 
against  him  whenever  his  regime  is  mentioned. 
And  yet,  curiously  enough,  it  is  1  bought  that 
naturally  he  is  by  no  means  the  apostle  of  inhu- 
manity that  his  recent  actions  make  him  out  to 
be.  We  believe  that  while  he  was  still  Assistant- 
Minister  of  the  Interior  he  frequently  showed 
an  indulgent  spirit  towards  Jews  who  complained 
of  harsh  dealing  on  the  part  of  the  local  autho- 
rities ;  and  in  private  life  he  is  reputed  to  be  a 
kindly  man.  This  only  serves  to  illustrate  the 
degrading  effect  which  high  office  and  its  sur- 
roundings exercise  in  Russia  upon  a  normally 
well-disposed  character. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  how  many  of  those 
who  in  recent  times  have  held  high  positions  in 
the  Russian  Administration  began  their  political 
career  as  ardent  Liberals.  M.  Plehve  himself, 
befoi'e  he  came  to  power,  was  a  man  of  pro- 
nounced Liberal  sentiments,  and  in  private 
intercourse  he  invariably  displayed  the  most 
charming  good-nature ;  in  office,  however,  he 
was  the  very  personification  of  repressive 
savagery.  The  fact  is  that,  under  present  con- 
ditions, there  is  no  room  in  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment for  a  Minister  of  progressive  or  humane 
ideals.  Behind  every  member  of  the  Cabinet 
there  stand  unseen  forces  impelling  him  in  direc- 
tions which  it  may  be  abhorrent  to  his  natural 
feelings  to  take.  The  head  of  the  Government 
himself  is  not  immune  from  these  influences,  as 
a  posthumous  declaration  of  the  late  M.  Stolypin, 
which  was  given  in  our  columns  a  few  months 
ago,  amply  testifies.  The  vested  interests  of  the 
bureaucracy  are  intolerant  of  any  reform  that 
threatens  the  stability  of  the  present  regime,  and 
therewith  the  fortunes  of  thousands  of  Govern- 
ment officials.  In  the  country  at  large  the  power 
of  the  "Black  Hundred"  (which  is  in  intimate 
alliance  with  the  forces  of  officialdom)  may  be 
waning,  but  in  ruling  circles  it  boasts  an 
unlimited  strength,  deriving  its  main  force 
from  the  capture  of  Court  favour  ;  and  on  every 
man  who  accepts  a  Ministerial  portfolio  the 
shadow  falls  with  formidable  effect.  Successful 
resistance  has  yet  to  be  accomplished  ;  so  deter- 
mined and  unscrupulous  are  these  powers  of  evil 
that  the  hand  of  the  assassin  is  frequently 
employed  where  less  violent  means  of  compulsion 
have  failed.  In  the  case  of  M.  Makaroff  there  is 
no  evidence  that  he  ever  made  the  slightest 
attempt  at  resistance ;  throughout  his  Minis- 
terial career  he  adapted  his  policy  to  meet  the 


needs  and  whims  of  the  gjeat  Nationalist  army 
that  battens  on  the  apjfearance  of  disorder. 
Why,  then,  was  he  retired  ?  Because,  as  in 
certain  quarters  we  are  mivited  to  believe,  the 
Government  did  not  approve  of  his  electioneering 
methods  ?  The  true  explanation  is  more  prob- 
ably to  be  found  in  the  facjt  that  those  methods 
failed  in  their  purpose.  Had  the  Government 
succeeded  in  its  plan  of  packing  the  Duma  with 
an  overwhelmingly  "  Blacjt "  majority,  it  would 
have  been  in  a  position  to  ignore  all  criticism 
and  protests,  and  M.  Makaroff  would  doubtless 
still  have  been  Minister  of  the  Interior.  In  the 
existing  circumstances  his  dismissal  achieves  a 
double  object :  it  appeases  the  "  Black  Hundred," 
who  are  greatly  chagrined  at  the  failure  of  their 
campaign,  ana  attribute-  it  to  M.  Makaroff's 
blundering ;  and  at  the  same  time  it  serves  to 
whitewash  M.  Kokovtsoff  and  his  colleagues,  and 
to  take  some  of  the  wind  ont  of  the  sails  of  those 
who  are  preparing  an  indictment  against  the 
Government  on  the  score  of  its  election  outrages. 

The  new  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Makla- 
koff,  is  a  brother  of  the  well-known  Cadet 
deputy  who  delivered  an  able  attack  on  the 
Government  in  the  recent  llama  debate  ;  through 
his  wife  he  is  also  related  to  the  late  Count 
Leo  Tolstoy.  It  would  be  idle,  however,  to 
found  any  hopes  of  a  new  era  at  the  Ministry 
on  these  Liberal  connections,  for  M.  Maklakoff's 
record  stamps  him  as  ft  S^fcetienary*  Whatever 
the  issue  of  the  official  election  campaign  may 
have  been  elsewhere,  in  Tchernigov,  where  he 
was  Governor,  it  was  thoroughly  successful,  and 
it  is  to  his  unscrupulous  energy  that  the  credit 
of  this  achievement  belongs.  Now  he  has  his 
reward.  The  Reactionaries  are  exceedingly 
pleased  with  the  appointment,  and  hail  the  new 
Minister  as  "  their  man."  These  facts  are  not 
exactly  calculated  to  hearten  the  friends  of 
progress.  But  then,  considering  the  record  of 
other  Ministers,  it  would  not  have  been  much  more 
encouraging  if  an  official  of  admitted  Liberal 
views  had  been  presented  with  the  vacant  office. 
Only  such  an  appointment  might  have  been 
accepted  as  an  earnest  of  the  Premier's  desire  to 
improve  the  conditions  of  Russian  life  ;  as  it  is, 
M.  Kokovtsoff  has  missed  a  signal  opportunity 
of  proving  the  sincerity  of  his  professions. 


POLITICAL  PORTRAITS. 


SUPPRESSION    OF  THE  PRESS. 


The  Reich  has  been  fined  500  roubles  for  an  article 
entitled  "  On  the  Resignation  of  Makaroff." 

The  ciicuit  session  of  the  High  Court  of  Kharkov 
has  sentenced  M.  Berestetskv,  editor  of  the  Kiersk 
Gazcla,  to  six  months'  imprisonment  for  the  publica- 
tion of  an  article  for  which  he  had  already  been  sen- 
tenced in  November  last  by  the  local  District  Court 
to  six  weeks'  arrest  and  a  fine  of  twenty- five  roubles. 
The  article  in  question  was  alleged  to  contain 
"  offensive  comments  "  on  the  gentry  of  the  province. 

M.  Yadrintseff,  editor  of  the  Kuban  Retch,  of 
Fkaterinodar,  has  been  summarily  fined  a  hundred 
roubles,  with  a  month's  imprisonment  in  case  of  non- 
payment, for  the  publication  of  a  note  on  the  recent 
tragedies  at  convict  prisons. 

Recent  issues  of  the  Pravda  and  the  Lutch,  of  St. 
Petersburg,  have  been  confiscated,  and  their  editors 
are  being  prosecuted,  in  virtue  of  Article  129  of  the 
Criminal  Code,  for  reproducing  a  speech  delivered 
by  Deputy  Malinovsky  in  the  Duma. 

The  Drive,  of  Dorpat,  has  been  fined  500  roubles 
for  the  publication  of  an  article  on  the  Trade  Union 
movement  in  Germany. 


VIII.    Professor  Paul  Miliukoff. 


Founder  and  president  of  the  central  committee  of 
the  Constitutional-Democratic  party,  editor-in-chief 
of  the  great  daily  paper  the  Retch,  'eader  of  his  group 
in  the  Duma,  Professor  Paul  Miliukoff  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  figures  in  Russian  politics  to-day. 

Five  years  ago,  when  the  third  Duma  assembled, 
it  was  M.  Gutchkoff,  the  OctobrLt  deputy  from 
Moscow,  who  enjoyed  the  triumph  of  the  day.  As 
president  of  the  National  Defence  Committee 
M.  Gutchkoff  successfully  dirmnded  the  exclusion 
of  the  Extreme  Left  and  Cadet  parties  from  repre- 
sentation on  that  body,  "  which  would  have  to  guard 
secrets  of  State."  This  was  a  thrust  directed  against 
M.  Miliukoff,  an  incident  in  whose  career  (of  which 
we  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  later)  was  exploited 
for  the  purpose  by  the  Octobrist  party.  What  a 
change  was  witnessed  at  the  opening  of  the  fourth 
Duma  !  Alexander  Gutchkoff  is  driven  out  of  the 
House  by  the  Moscow  merchants.  It  is  said  that, 
after  his  Moscow  defeat,  he  went  to  St.  Petersburg 
and  requested  an  audience  first  of  M.  Sazonoff  and 
then  of  M.  Kokovtsoff,  with  the  object  of  discussing 
the  Balkan  crisis  with  them.  He  was  not  received 
by  either.  Then  he  humbly  went  to  call  on  M. 
Miliukoff,  whose  interviews  with  the  Foreign  Minister 
had  been  recorded  in  the  papers,  and  it  was  from 
the  Cadet  leader  that  the  defeated  chief  of  the  Octo- 
brists  gained  his  information  of  the  diplomatic  plans 
of  the  Tsar's  Government. 

Paul  Miliukoff  was  born  on  January  27th,  1859,  and 
was  educated  in  Moscow.  From  1886  to  1895  he 
lectured  on  Russian  history  at  Moscow  University, 
and  published  a  series  of  remarkable  works  which 
placed  him  in  the  first  rank  of  Russian  scholars.  He 
also  devoted  himself  to  the  development  of  popular 
education,  and  for  this  purpose  founded  and  became 
president  of  a  Committee  for  the  Organisation  of 
Popular  Lectures. 

In  Exile. 

The  Government  became  suspicious  of  his  activity, 
and,  like  M.  Maxim  Kovalevsky,  the  young  savant 
was  dismissed  from  his  chair  and  deported  by 
administrative  order  to  Riazan.  Here  he  engaged  in 
archaeological  research,  but,  not  content  with  that, 
he  also  ■  organised  among  the  intellectual  population 
circles  for  the  study  of  modern  history.  The  Govern- 
ment promptly  invited  him  to  leave  Russia. 

This  he  did  in  1897.  After  wandering  about  for 
some  time,  he  went  to  Sofia,  and  became  professor  at 
the  University  there.  He  made  a  profound  study  of 
the  Balkan  Question,  and  displayed  great  enthusiasm 
for  the  idea  of  a  Slav  Federation,  embracing  not  only 
the  Balkan  States  but  Russia,  Poland,  and  Bohemia. 

M.  Miliukoff  returned  to  Russia  in  1900.  Deprived 
of  his  chair,  he  confined  his  activity  to  journalism. 
He  consorted  a  great  deal  with  the  Liberal  Zemstvo 
men,  and  worked  hard  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Constitutional  party.  In  1904  he  was  present  in 
Paris  at  the  famous  secret  conference  summoned  by 
the  Finnish  reformers,  at  which  the  future  Cadets  sat 
side  by  side  with  Socialist  and  Terrorist  revolution- 
aries, represented  by  Azef. 

An  Invitation  to  the  Cabinet. 

At  the  sitting  of  the  Duma  which  was  held  on 
February  24th,  1909,  M.  Stolypin,  to  the  great  joy  of 
the  Right,  disclosed  this  fact.  Desiring  to  show  that 
Azef  was  not  an  agent-provocateur,  but  a  simple 
informer,  the  Premier  said  :— "  In  1904  Azef  gave  us 
information  of  the  conference  held  by  the  Terrorist 
parties  and  the  Opposition,  at  which  there  were 
present  as  delegates  of  the  Terrorist  party  Tchernoff 
and  Azef,  and  as  delegates  of  the  Constitutionalists 
Miliukoff,  Struve,  and  Prince  Dolgorukoff."  The 
Right  demanded  M.  Miliukoff's  immediate  arrest. 
The  latter,  however,  very  cleverly  warded  off  the 
blow  by  making  still  more  sensational  revelations. 
After  relating  the  facts  about  the  conference,  which 
had  already  been  published  some  years  before,  he 
declared  that  in  1906  M.  Stolypin  entered  into  nego- 
tiations with  him  for  the  formation  of  a  Ministry  in 
which  several  members  of  the  Cadet  party,  including 
himself,  should  take  the  most  important  portfolios. 

The  announcement  caused  a  huge  sensation,  and 
was  followed  by  an  article  in  the  Retch,  in  which  M. 
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Miliukoff  gave  details  of  the  ra'c^otiationR.  It  wis 
General  Trepoff,  the  Tsar's  right  hand  and  Governor 
of  the  Palace,  who  in  June,  1906,  solicited,  through 
the  intermediary  of  an  American  journalist,  an 
interview  with  MM.  Pctrunkevitch  and  Miliukoff. 
The  interview  took  place,  and  at  it  General  Trepoff 
asked  M.  Miliukoff  what  were  the  conditions  on 
which  the  Cadets  would  take  office.  M.  Miliukoff 
pies  nted  seven  demands,  including  a  political 
amnesty,  the  radical  reform  of  the  Council  of  State, 
the  appointment  of  new  Governors,  universal  suffrage, 
and  agrarian  reform.  General  Trepoff  accepted 
these  terms  in  principle,  and  entered  into  a  secret 
correspondence  with  M.  Miliukoff,  who  later  on  was 
invited  10  confer  with  M.  Stolypm.  Hut  after 
several  crises  and  sudden  changes  M.  Stoly pin's 
policv  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Duma  and  extreme 
Reaction  won  the  day. 

The  Cadets  and  the  Masses. 

In  one  of  his  Duma  speeches  M.  Miliukoff  made  a 
veiy  significant  statement.  He  said  that  if  the 
Government  made  overtures  to  the  Cadets  it  was 
because  it  believed  them  to  be  intimately  associated 
with  the  Revolutionaries,  and  through  them  with  the 
masses.  When  it  was  seen  that  this  was  not  the 
case,  the  negotiations  were  broken  off.  We  may 
add  a  little  to  this  statement.  In  1906  the  Russian 
Government,  of  which  General  Trepoff  was  the 
unseen  leader,  realised  that  the  Revolution  had  passed 
the  limits  of  a  secret  conspiracy,  with  spies  of  the 
Azef  type  in  the  centre  of  it ;  and  in  entering  into 
negotiations  with  the  Cadets  it  was  making  an 
attempt  at  provocation,  hoping  to  get  to  the  heart  of 
new  and  more  imposing  elements  of  danger.  When 
it  was  shown  that  the  Cadets  had  no  popular  strength 
and  no  organisation  behind  them,  the  Government 
proceeded  to  the  dissolution  and  the  court-martial 
regime. 

M.  Miliukoff  comes  to  the  fourth  Duma  with  his 
strength  considerably  increased.  At  the  first  sitting 
his  temporary  coalition  with  the  Octobrists  allowed 
him  to  cause  trouble  in  the  Ministerial  ranks,  and  his 
knowledge  of  the  Balkan  question  has  compelled  the 
Government  to  seek  his  advice.  That  is  why  he 
once  more  declares  in  the  Reich  that  at  an  early 
date  he  will  demand,  under  the  form  of  legislative 
measures,  a  political  amnesty,  the  reoganisation  of 
the  Council  of  State,  the  recall  of  those  Governors 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  the  election 
campaign  by  violence  and  illegality,  universal 
suffrage,  and  agrarian  reform.  This  proves  that  M. 
Miliukoff  is  not  wanting  in  perseverance.  But  unfor- 
tunately he  still  lacks  what  he  has  always  lacked — 
the  support  of  the  masses,  from  whom  the  "  intel- 
lectuals "  of  his  type  remain  isolated. 

The  Government  knows  this,  and  it  miy  safely  be 
predicted  that,  for  the  present  at  any  rate,  in  spite 
of  the  flirtation  with  M.  Sazonoff,  there  will  be  no 
Trepoff  coming  forward  to  offer  M.  Miliukoff  a  port- 
folio. 


TORTURE   OF  PRISONERS. 


How  "Confessions"  arc  Extracted. 


The  High  Court  of  Saratov  has  sentenced  Police- 
Sergeant  Jacob  Tserkovny  and  six  rural  constables  to 
three  months'  imprisonment  for  torturing  several 
prisoners  arrested  in  1907  on  suspicion  of  having 
committed  a  murder  for  the  purpose  of  robbery. 
The  evidence  of  one  of  the  victims,  who  died  in 
prison,  was  read  out  in  court.  Another,  who  had 
been  sentenced  to  penal  servitude,  made  the  follow- 
ing deposition  on  the  circumstances  of  his  extorted 
confession  : — 

"  I  was  arrested,  together  with  my  father,  and 
taken  to  Krasny-Kut,  where  we  were  beaten  with 
whips,  cats-of-nine-tails,  sabres,  and  the  butt-ends  of 
rifles.  All  the  prisoners  were  dragged  in  a  bleeding 
condition  to  a  table,  whereon  lay  a  paper  which  we 
were  ordered  to  sign.  On  refusing,  we  were  beaten 
again.  When  we  asked  to  be  alloweJ  to  look  through 
the  paper,  or  at  least  to  have  its  contents  read  out  to 
us,  the  beating  recommenced.  Several  times  I 
fainted,  when  they  brought  me  back  to  consciousness 
by  pouring  cold  water  over  me,  and  demanded  that 
I  should  sign  the  paper.  I  do  not  remember  how  I 
complied  with  that  order, as  I  fainted  again,  and  only 
recovered  consciousness  when  a  priest  administered 
the  Holy  Communion  to  me,  after  which  I  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  hospital.  The  beating  went  on  every 
day  for  a  week.  The  Police  Commissary  would  not, 
however,  allow  our  heads  or  faces  to  be  struck, 
explaining  that  this  would  leave  marks." 

The  evidence  of  the  other  witnesses  was  of  a 
similar  character. 


The  Town  Council  of  Krasnoyarsk,  Siberia,  has 
instructed  the  Committee  appointed  to  organise  the 
local  celebrations  in  connection  with  the  approach- 
ing tercentenary  of  the  Romonoff  dynasty  to  petition 
the  Government  to  grant  an  amnesty  to  political 
offenders. 


THE    MINISTRY    OF  THE 
INTERIOR. 

Behind    the    Scenes    of    M.  Makaroff's 
Dismissal. 

Although  according  to  the  official  announcement 
M.  Makaroff  has  resigned  the  office  of  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  in  reality  it  is  a  case  of  resignation  after 
the  event.  M.  Makaroff  has  had  the  same  experi- 
ence as  Count  Witte  had  before  him.  He  went  to 
Tsarskoe  Selo  in  order  to  present  his  customary 
report.  This,  however,  was  rendered  unnecessary 
by  his  dismissal,  of  whic  h  he  had  no  inkling,  and  he 
could  only  shrug  his  shoulders  on  reading  in  the 
afternoon  papers  the  positive  announcement  of  his 
dismissal  and  of  M.  Maklakoff's  appointment. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  his  dismissal  and  the  choice  of 
his  successor  had  already  been  decided  upon  during 
the  Emperor's  stay  at  Reval.  As  far  as  public  opinion 
is  concerned,  M.  Makaroff  showed  himself  unworthy 
of  his  office  when  he  identified  himself  with  the 
action  of  Captain  Treschenkoff,  the  author  of  the 
Lena  massacre,  and  the  "winged  words"  with 
which  he  then  clinched  the  position — "  So  it  has 
always  been,  and  so  it  always  will  be" — have  become 
proverbial.  This  clumsy  attempt  of  M.  Makaroff's 
to  put  on  the  dictator's  mantle  worn  by  the  late 
M.  Stolypin  did  not  commend  itself  to  the  more 
cautious  Premier,  and  was  not  even  calculated  to 
please  the  Court  circles,  which,  although  lavish  with 
cartridges  for  their  adversaries  among  the  "  inte'lec- 
tuals,"  have,  with  rare  exceptions,  considered  it  to  be 
good  policy  to  make  a  show  of  protecting  the  work- 
ing classes  against  the  pretensions  of  the  middle 
class,  which  is  growing  in  numbers  and  ambition. 

The  Campaign  that  Failed. 

The  fate  of  the  Minister  was  finally  sealed  by  the 
electoral  campaign,  which  turned  out  a  failure  from 
the  Government's  point  of  view,  while  it  aroused 
universal  indignation.  M.  Makaroff's  friends,  it 
should  be  said,  lay  the  chief  responsibility  for  the 
unscrupulous  conduct  of  that  campaign  at  the  door 
of  his  Assistant,  M.  Kharuzin,  whose  instructions  to 
the  provincial  Governors  to  destroy  any  documents 
revealing  the  exercise  of  official  pressure  at  the  elec- 
tions will  hardly  be  successful  in  hushing  up  the 
scandal. 

Although  M.  MakacQff  bears  a  reputation  for 
kindliness  and  correctness  in  private  life  and  inter- 
course, his  dismissal  is  greeted  with  satisfaction  even 
among  the  staff  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  i:self. 
The  explanation  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  officials,  who  were  formerly  drawn  almost  exclu- 
sively from  the  ranks  of  the  gentry,  have  been  looking 
askance  at  the  ex-Minister,  who  not  only  is  himself 
descended  from  a  middle-class  family,  but  also 
recruited  his  chief  assistants  from  the  same  class. 

It  is  said  that  during  M.  Makaroff's  tenure  of  office 
considerable  influence  was  exercised  over  the  conduct 
of  affairs  at  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  by  outside 
persons.  A  titled  business  man,  who  is  well  known 
in  bureaucratic  circles,  became  so  powerful  that  he 
could  prevail  upon  the  officials  at  the  Ministry  to 
carry  through  almost  any  project  he  desired,  and 
among  them  he  grew  to  be  more  feared  than  M. 
Makaroff  himself. 

It  must,  however,  be  placed  to  M.  Makaroff's  credit 
that  he  had  the  courage  to  get  the  notorious  ex- 
Governor  Khvostoff  committed  before  the  Senate  for 
his  high-handed  and  illegal  treatment  of  the  Nijni 
Fair  Committee.  This  denunciation  of  the  present 
leader  of  the  Right  in  the  Duma  proved  to  be  the 
last  official  act  of  the  dismissed  Minister. 

The  New  Minister. 

The  Right  and  the  Nationalist  deputies  are  elate 
over  the  appointment  of  Governor  Maklakoff,  whom 
they  claim  as  one  of  their  own,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  he  is  a  brother  of  the  well-known  Cadet  deputy, 
M.  Basil  Maklakoff,  and  a  relative  of  the  late  Count 
Tolstoy.  The  new  Minister  of  the  Interior,  it  is  said, 
owes  his  promotion  partly  tohis  courtier-like  manners, 
and  more  immediately  to  the  way  in  which  he 
rendered  smooth  the  path  of  the  official  candidates 
in  the  government  of  Tchernigov  at  the  recent 
General  Election.  On  that  occasion  he  summarily 
disfranchised  all  the  Jewish  voters  on  the  specious 
ground  that  their  right  of  residence  in  that  govern- 
ment was  of  a  "  conditional  "  nature. 

The  friends  of  the  new  Minister  credit  him  with 
the  qualities  of  accessibility,  simplicity,  a  strong  will 
and  unpliable  character,  an  extraordinary  memory, 
scrupulous  economy,  a  great  capacity  for  work,  and 
keen  penetration. 

The  Nationalists  hail  him  as  their  man,  and  the 
Zemschina,  the  organ  of  the  Purishkevitch  wing  of 
the  Right,  thus  welcomes  his  appointment  : — 

"He  is  a  man  with  a  firm  will,  whereas  the 
Progressive  majority  in  the  Duma  testifies  to  the 
incapacity  of  Makaroff,  behind  whose  back  the 
destroyers  of  the  State  have  had  their  way.    We  are 


now  pacing  through  alnrmiuu  times,  wh<  11  H  i^->ia 
mav  be  dragged  into  w>r.  T!ien  a  revolution  mav 
break  out,  and  the  Government  will  have  to  be  oil 
its  guard.  In  that  case  Makaroff  would  har  lly  be 
able  to  restore  order." 

M.  Makaroff's  "  resignation/'  it  is  staled,  will  be 
followed  by  that  of  several  other  officials  in  his 
department,  including  M.  Kharuzin,  the  Assistant- 
Minister  of  the  Interior. 

It  is  believed  that  M.  Kokovtsoff  is  also  anxious  to 
get  rid  of  some  others  of  his  colleagues  who  have 
compromised  their  positions  to  too  great  an  extent. 
It  is  already  stated  that  M.  Kasso,  the  Minister  of 
Public  Instruction,  is  leaving  for  abroad  for  a  fort- 
night on  account  of  overwork.  This  may  possi  bly 
prove  to  be  a  preliminary  to  the  final  dismissal  of 
the  unpopular  Minister,  who  has  recently  made  him- 
self still  more  disliked  by  the  amazing  arrests  of 
school-children  in  St.  Petersburg. 


ARREST    OF  SCHOOL-CHILDREN. 

Ministers  Indicted  in  the  Duma. 

In  the  Duma  last  week  a  question  wis  addressed 
to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  the  Minister  of 
Education  regarding  the  arrests  recently  made  among 
gramma  -school  pupils  in  St.  Petersburg.  Speaking 
on  this  subject,  M.  Baryshnikoff  (Progressive)  said  : — 

"We  have  been  informed  that  a  Bill  dealing  with 
the  intermediate  schools  is  soon  to  be  introduced. 
By  whom,  pray?  Surely  rot  b*  this  verv  same  M. 
Kasso,  the  man  who  ha->  succeeded  in  stifling  every 
living  spirit  at  the  schools.  If  p  iblic  opinion  were 
to  have  its  say  in  the  matter,  it  would  tell  that 
Minister  :  '  M.  Kasso,  it  is  not  by  your  hands  that  the 
schools  can  be  reformed.'  " 

M.  Roditcheff  (Cadet),  referring  to  the  arrests, 
exclaimed  : — 

"  Do  you  not  see  in  this  affair,  gentlemen,  the 
customary  methods  of  the  Russian  Government,  ever 
cruel  and  mendacious,  which  continues  to  lie  even 
after  it  has  struck  its  victims  down  r  So  it  was  even 
after  the  Lena  massacre,  when,  having  killed  250 
miners,  they  came  here  to  tell  you  that  the  victims 
were  rebels,  that  so  it  always  had  b;en,  and  always 
would  be." 

M.  Kovalevsky  (Octobristj,  who  described  the 
arrest  of  an  inoffensive  pupil  and  the  double  search 
made  at  the  house  of  his  parents,  said  that  in  this 
case  the  Government  authorities  had  in  all  serious- 
ness subjected  a  boy  to  the  whole  degrading  proce- 
dure which  in  a  civilised  country  was  reserved  for 
criminals. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  debate  the  Duma  unani- 
mously decided  to  require  the  two  Ministers  in 
question  to  explain  the  reason  that  had  necessitated 
the  arrests. 


STUDENT  UNREST. 


It  is  intended  to  reorganise  the  Medico-Surgical 
Academy  of  St.  Petersburg  by  placing  it  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  other  military  high  schools.  The 
students  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  live  in  private  apart- 
ments, but  will  have  to  reside  at  a  home  to  be 
established  in  connection  with  the  Academy.  In 
summer  time  the  students  are  to  be  attached  to 
Army  corps,  joining  them  for  drill,  manoeuvres,  and 
other  exercises. 

These  innovations  are  hardly  likely  to  contribute 
towards  removing  the  spirit  of  restlessness  that  per- 
vades the  Russian  high  schools,  and  even  the  inter- 
mediate schools.  It  is  rather  to  be  feared  that  the 
military  discipline  and  training  will  be  resented  by 
the  students  as  irksome  and  oppressive.  This  is  all 
the  more  likely  to  be  the  case  since,  although  the 
Medico-Surgical  Academy  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Ministry  of  War,  its  pupils  are  by  no  means  con- 
fined to  future  Army  surgeons,  but  a  large  number, 
if  not  most  of  them,  engage  afterwards  in  private 
practice.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Academy  has 
served  as  a  substitute  for  a  medical  faculty  at  St. 
Petersburg  University,  whose  foundation  it  preceded 
in  point  of  time.  • 


THE   MONK  ILIODORE. 


The  Holy  Synod  has  rejected  the  request  of  the 
deposed  Bishop  Hermogcn  to  deal  leniently  with  the 
recalcitrant  Monk  Iliodore.  Through  the  medium  of 
Countess  Ignatieff  and  her  friends,  the  Bishop  urged 
the  Synod  to  transfer  Iliodore  from  the  hermitage  of 
Florischeva  to  his  own  place  of  exile  at  the  Jirovitse 
Convent,  where  he  would  not  fail  to  bring  back  the 
erring  monk  by  means  of  suasion  and  admonition  to 
the  fold  of  Orthodoxy.  The  Synod,  however,  declined 
to  accede  to  the  request  of  the  exiled  prelate,  and 
resolved  to  deprive  Iliodore  of  his  clerical  dignity,  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  diocesan 
authorities  of  Vladimir. 

The  followers  of  Iliodore  atTsaritsin  are  organising 
a  pilgrimage  en  ina^se  to  their  spiritual  leader,  who  is 
now  a  captive  at  the  Florischeva  hermitage.  The 
pilgrims  will  require  forty  railway  carriages. 
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NOTES. 


The  Duma  Debate. 

The  Duma  debate  on  the  Premier's  declaration 
of  policy  elicited,  a  number  of  speeches  of  high 
excellence  from  the  Liberal  benches.  Nearly  all 
of  them  insisted  with  compelling  effect  upon  the 
fact  that,  while  the  Premier  lauded  the  principles 
of  the  October  Manifesto,  his  Government  was 
turning  those  principles  into  a  mockery.  Pro- 
fessor Miliukoff's  reference  to  the  "  triple  lock" 
by  which  the  Duma  is  barred  from  the  country — 
the  Franchise  Law,  the  Council  of  State,  and 
the  arbitrary  actions  of  Ministers  themselves — 
accords  well  with  our  own  observations  of  last 
week.  The  same  speaker's  denunciation  of  the 
Government's  barbarous  attitude  towards  the 
Jews  was  underlined  later  on  in  the  debate  by 
M.  Friedmann,  one  of  the  Jewish  deputies.  It 
is  universally  acknowledged  that  the  Jewish  ques- 
tion is  one  of  the  most  urgent  problems  by 
which  Russian  statesmanship  is  confronted,  and 
yet  M.  Kokovtsotf  ignored  its  very  existence  in 
his  statement,  as  it  was  similarly  ignored  by  the 
Government  in  the  three  preceding  Dumas.  If 
the  Government  is  convinced  that  it  is  treating 
the  Jews  in  the  manner  that  is  best  adapted  for 
safeguarding  the  interests  of  the  country  at 
large,  why  does  it  not  publicly  justify  itself 
against  the  attacks  rained  upon  it  with  such 
force  and  persistence  ?  The  truth  is,  of  course, 
that  in  the  face  of  the  protests  emanating  from 
non- Jewish  business  quarters  and  from  Orthodox 
peasants  all  over  the  country  it  is  unable  to 
offer  a  word  of  justification  ;  while  the  removal 
of  restrictions  would  bring  a  hornets'  nest  of 
bureaucratic  fortune-hunters  about  its  ears. 


A  Lame  Reply. 

M.  Kokovtsoff's  reply  to  his  critics  was  a  very 
lame  affair.  Not  only  did  he  take  refuge  in 
silence  from  Professor  Miliukoff's  slashing  attack 
on  his  Jewish  policy,  but  he  avoided  any  clear 
and  definite  statement  on  any  of  the  topics  that 
were  raised  in  the  debate.  In  truth,  there  was 
little  that  he  could  say  with  his  uncompromising 
colleagues  at  his  side.  As  one  speaker  expressed 
it,  what  faith  could  be  put  in  the  declarations  in 
favour  of  liberty  of  conscience,  with  M.  Sabler 
as  Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod  ;  or  of  liberty 
of  education,  with  M.  Kasso  as  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction ;  or  of  the  independence  of  the  tribunals, 
with  M.  Scheglovitoff  as  Minister  of  Justice  ? 
With  every  Minister  a  law  unto  himself,  how 
could  the  Premier's  vague  protestations  of  good- 
will hope  to  convince  ?  M.  Kokovtsoff  has  a 
number  of  Augean  stables  to  cleanse  before  he 
can  proceed  wTith  any  programme  of  reform  ;  he 
should  begin  with  his  own  Cabinet. 


Pulling  Together. 

M.  Krupensky  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  his 
ambition  of  securiug  the  control  of  the  Duma  to 
his  own  "  Moderate  Right  "  group,  for  which  he 
-designed  the  role  of  a  Centre  party.    The  guid- 
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ing  hand  so  far  has  been  that  of  the  Progressists, 
who  have  acted  in  clos;  co-operation  with  the 
Cadets  and  the  Octobrjsts,  and  who  were  the 
authors  of  the  formula*  in  which  the  Duma 
addressed  itself  to  the  Government  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  recent  debate.  The  acceptance  of 
this  Constitutional  motion,  which  was  carried  by 
a  substantial  majority,  marks  a  distinct  step 
forward  as  far  as  the  Duma  is  concerned,  for  an 
identical  formula  was  rejected  in  the  third 
Duma  by  M.  Gutchkoff  and  his  fellow-Octobrists. 
The  combination  of  the  Progressive,  Cadet,  and 
Octobrist  forces,  if  it  can  only  be  given  a  lasting 
character,  should  do  much  to  retrieve  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  Duma.  Under  its  commanding 
influence  it  should  be  possible  to  effect  much 
beneficent  and  useful  legislation,  the  treatment 
of  which  by  the  Government  and  the  Council  of 
State  would  serve  either  to  seal  the  reforms  or 
to  bring  the  question  of  obstruction  to  a  head. 

The  Cadets  and  the  Country. 

In  our  "  Political  Portrait  "  this  week,  which 
is  devoted  to  the  career  and  personality  of  the 
brilliant  Cadet  leader,  Professor  Miliukoff, 
reference  is  made  to  the  fact  that  the  party 
which  he  founded  still  remains  isolated  from 
the  great  masses  of  the  people.  Whether 
the  cause  of  this  phenomenon  is  to  be  sought 
more  in  the  personality  of  the  chief  men  of  the 
party  or  in  the  character  of  their  political  pro- 
gramme is  difficult  to  say.  On  the  one  hand,  it 
is  urged  that  M.  Miliukoff  and  his  colleagues, 
distinguished  as  their  attainments  are  acknow- 
ledged to  be,  are  of  too  "  intellectual  "  a  type  to 
be  successful  leaders  of  a  popular  struggle  for 
liberty.  On  the  other  hand,  the  policy  of  the 
party,  sweeping  as  are  the  demands  for  reform 
which  it  includes,  is  declared  to  be  too  "  Parlia- 
mentary "  to  arouse  any  enthusiasm  in  the 
ranks  of  the  masses  ;  the  Revolutionaries  set  as 
little  store  as  do  the  Rtactionaries  by  the  idea 
of  a  Parliament,  for  whose  non-existence  the 
present  Premier,  in  a  memorable  phrase,  once 
expressed  his  thanks  to  the  Deity.  We  are  not 
disposed  to  attach  much  weight  to  these  criti- 
cisms. We  remember  that  the  Cadets  found 
enough  following  in  the  country  to  dominate  the 
first  and  second  Dumas;  this  scarcely  argues 
them  to  be  out  of  touch  with  the  people.  True, 
the  rights  which  had  been  won  then  by  forcible 
methods  do  not  exist  to-day,  and  it  may  be  that 
they  will  only  be  regained  in  the  same  fashion. 
Rut  when  that  step  has  been  accomplished  it  is 
to  the  Constitutional  Democrats  that  the  country 
will  look  to  carry  out  the  necessary  legislation 
of  reform ;  meanwhile,  by  their  earnestness, 
moderation,  and  loyalty,  they  are  performing  an 
inestimable  service  in  winning  general  sympathy 
for  the  cause  of  Progress,  and  confidence  in  the 
character  and  capacity  of  its  leaders. 


Russia  and  the  War. 

Speaking  on  New  Year's  Eve  at  the  dinner 
given  by  the  British  colony  in  St.  Petersburg, 
Sir  George  Buchanan,  the  British  Ambassador, 
paid  a  glowing  tribute  to  the  efforts  of  Russian 
diplomacy  to  restore  peace  in  the  Balkans.  It 
might  have  been  worth  mentioning  at  the  same 
time  that  it  was  to  Russia's  efforts  that  the  war 
was  mainly  due.  It  is  now  beyond  all  doubt 
that  the  Russian  Government  was  directly 
responsible  for  the  formation  of  the  Balkan 
League,  and  that  a  definite  arrangement  was 
made  whereby  the  signal  for  the  striking  of  the 
first  blow  was  to  be  given  by  Russia.  The  pro- 
gramme was  not  strictly  adhered  to,  but  the 
premature  outbreak  of  hostilities  does  not  affect 
the  situation  as  far  as  the  aixm -conspirator  is 
concerned.  When  the  scientific  history  of  the 
Balkan  War  comes  to  be  written,  the  r,jle  played 
by  Russia  in  the  drama  will  stand  out  with 
convincing  clearness,  and  the  hypocrisy  of  her 


1 


Government's  present  show  of  virtue  will  be 
appreciated  at  its  full  worth. 

The  Mongolian  Treaty. 

The  first  article  of  the  Russo-Mongolian  Treaty 
of  last  October,  the  text  of  which  has  just  been 
published,  stipulates  that  "  the  Imperial  Russian 
Government  shall  lend  Mongolia  support  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  autonomous  regime  esta- 
blished by  the  latter,  and  in  vindication  of  her 
right  to  maintain  a  National  Army  and  to 
prevent  the  invasion  of  her  territory  by  Chinese 
troops  or  its  colonisation  by  Chinese  subjects." 
The  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  of  the  Times 
describes  the  "legitimate  pride  "  with  which  the 
Russian  Press  dwells  upon  "  the  vast  extent  of 
the  new  territory  brought  within  the  Russian 
sphere  of  influence."  Another  side  of  the 
picture  is  given  by  the  Pekin  correspondent 
of  the  Baihj  Telegraph,  who  propounds  the 
following  conundrum  : — 

"  How  can  autonomy  be  claimed  under  the 
agreement  with  the  local  Buddhist  Pontiff  for  a 
vast  region  which  is  a  mere  geographical  expres- 
sion—viz., Outer  Mongolia — when  the  Princes  of 
three-quarters  of  the  military  lieutenancies 
forming  various  administrative  zones  have 
definitely  testified  their  loyalty  to  the  Pekin 
Government  ? " 

A  Worthless  Document. 

What  answer  can  Russia  make  to  this  state- 
ment of  the  case  ?  From  an  international  point 
of  view  her  Treaty  with  Mongolia  is  worthless, 
condemned  as  it  is  by  the  fact  that  the  real 
representatives  of  the  country  have  not  only  had 
no  hand  in  its  making,  but  have  openly  repudiated 
it.  Undoubtedly  the  first  use  that  will  be  made 
of  the  agreement  will  be  to  flood  the  country 
with  Russian  troops  (a  considerable  number  of 
whom  have  already  been  despatched)  on  the 
pretext  of  preventing  a  Chinese  invasion  ;  after 
that  it  will  be  a  short  and  easy  step  to  annexa- 
tion. And  the  supreme  irony  of  the  whole  affair 
lies  in  the  reflection  that  while  Russia  is  display- 
ing so  much  concern  to  secure  Mongolia's 
independence  of  the  Chinese  Empire — an  inde- 
pendence which  the  greater  part  of  the  country 
does  not  desire — she  is  at  the  same  time  busily 
engaged  in  stamping  out  the  legitimate  and 
universal  aspirations  to  autonomy  cherished  in 
her  own  subject  provinces. 

Another  "Black  Hundred"  Defeat. 

The  indefatigable  attempts  that  have  been 
made  by  the  authorities  to  discredit  the  witnesses 
for  the  defence  of  Beilis,  who  is  still  in  prison 
awaiting  his  trial  in  the  famous  "  ritual  murder  " 
case,  have  met  with  ignominious  failure.  A  few 
weeks  ago  M.  Mischuk,  a  former  head  of  the 
Kiev  detective  force,  was  acquitted  of  a  prepos- 
terous charge  of  having  manufactured  evidence 
in  the  case  which  was  designed  to  disprove  the 
"  ritual  "  theory  ;  and  now  M.  Krassovsky,  who 
occupied  a  similar  position,  having  been  brought 
to  trial  in  connection  with  some  trivial  and 
ancient  abuses  of  his  office  which  were  alleged 
against  him,  has  received  merely  a  reprimand 
from  the  court,  instead  of  the  sentence  of 
imprisonment  which  his  accusers  anticipated. 
From  these  proceedings  it  is  clear  how  anxious 
are  the  authorities  to  prevent  the  acquittal  of 
Beilis,  and  how  closely  identified  they  are  with 
the  disseminators  of  the  "  blood  "  legend.  They 
will  now  be  less  disposed  than  ever  to  bring  the 
unfortunate  prisoner  to  trial,  knowing  that  they 
cannot  rely  upon  the  Kiev  courts  to  play  their 
infamous  game. 

NATIONAL  DEFENCE  COMMITTEE. 

In  spite  of  the  more  Progressive  disposition  of  the 
present  Duma,  as  compared  to  the  third,  M.  Miliukoff 
has  again  failed  to  be  elected  on  the  National 
Defence  Committee.  During  the  debate  on  the 
Government  declaration  M.  Miliukoff  delivered  a 
vigorous  defence  of  M.  Sazonoff  against  those  who 
were  inciting  the  Government  to  go  to  war  on  the 
Balkan  questio  1. 
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THE    PREMIER'S  CRITICS. 

The    Jewish    Tragedy   Described   in  the 
Duma. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  the  Duma  debate  on  the 
Premier's  statement  of  policy  M.  Nicholas  Lvoff 
I  Progressist)  said  that  the  realisation  of  the  October 
Manifesto  must  be  adopted  as  a  principle  in  every 
branch  of  political  and  public  life.  This  principle 
should  animate  the  Government's  legislative  activity 
and  pervade  the  whole  internal  administration  of  the 
Empire. 

"  But,"  he  continued,  "  we  are  assailed,  in  spite  of 
ourselves,  by  doubts  as  to  whether  this  will  really  be 
done,  for  along  with  the  declaration  read  out  there  is 
another  statement  of  policy  to  be  read  in  the  personal 
character  of  the  Ministers.  A  fig  for  liberty  of  person, 
speech,  union,  and  meeting,  and  personal  inviolability 
with  Makaroff  as  Minister  of  the  Interior  ;  or  liberty 
of  conscience,  with  Sabler  as  Chief  Procurator  of  the 
Synod  ;  or  liberty  of  education,  with  Kasso  as 
Minister  of  Public  Instruction  ;  or  the  independence 
of  the  tribunals,  with  Scheglovitoff  as  Minister  of 
Justice  !  There  is  no  united  Cabinet ;  nor  is  there 
one  policy,  but  as  many  policies  as  there  are  depart- 
ments. That  is  why  the  very  mention  of  the  October 
Manifesto  has  so  timid  a  ring  in  the  Government's 
declaration.  We  are  invited  to  follow  in  the  path 
of  the  third  Duma.  We  must  assert  that  we  shall 
not  take  that  path,  which  has  been  condemned  by 
public  opinion.  We  shall  not  take  that  path,  for  of 
the  two  thousand  laws  passed  by  the  third  Duma 
there  is  not  one  which  makes  for  the  realisation  of 
the  October  Manifesto." 

On  the  following  day  Professor  Possnikoff  (Demo- 
cratic Reformer),  speaking  on  the  agrarian  pro- 
gramme, said  that  o  e  of  the  chief  causes  of  the 
spread  of  hooliganism  in  the  villages  was  the  shatter- 
ing of  the  old  pillars  upon  which  the  people  had 
been  supporting  its  own  life.  The  new  agrarian 
principles  were  not  yet  effective,  or  not  worked  in 
the  direction  anticipated  by  their  authors.  The  law 
of  June  27th,  1910,  had  declared  all  the  communal 
lands  which  had  not  been  redistributed  to  have 
become  private  property.  Could  any  more  arbitrary 
treatment  be  conceived  ?  Three  and  a  half  million 
holders  had  had  to  submit  to  a  form  of  land  owner- 
ship which  they  did  not  desire. 

Jewish  Bestrietions. 

M.  Friedmann  (Cadet)  devoted  his  speech  to  the 
Jewish  question.  He  said  that  silence  was  often 
more  expressive  than  words,  and  it  might  be 
gathered  from  the  Premier's  silence  on  that  point 
that  the  Government  meant  to  go  on  allowing  full 
licence  to  its  administrators  to  do  with  the  Jews  what- 
ever they  pleased.  The  Government  had  not  touched 
upon  the  Jewish  question  in  any  of  the  declarations 
made  to  the  four  successive  Dumas.  The  Govern- 
ment was  evidently  loth  to  speak  on  that  part  of  its 
policy  in  which  its  reactionary  and  unjustifiable  atti- 
tude was  most  strikingly  displayed.  During  the  past 
few  years  the  Jews  had  been  deprived  even  of  the 
little  that  was  still  left  to  them.  The  restrictive  laws 
were  given  ar.  extended  interpretation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  evervthing  away  from  the  Jews.  Their 
merchants,  artisans,  and  youthful  students  were  being 
driven  from  all  their  positions.  Jewish  merchants  ot 
the  second  guild  were  sent  back  to  the  Pale  because 
of  their  inability  to  furnish  positive  proof  of  the 
negative  fact  that  they  had  not  already  utilised 
their  right  of  residing  three  months  in  the  year  outside 
the  Pale.  Jewish  artisans  were  required  to  produce 
documents  which  no  authority  would  issue  to  them, 
and  for  their  inability  to  comply  with  impossible 
demands  they  were  being  expelled,  without  any  mercy 
being  shown  to  their  helpless  children.  M.  Guerasi- 
moff  had  just  received  a  telegram  from  his  consti- 
tuency stating  that  Jewish  pupils  of  the  advanced 
classes  of  the  local  grammar-school  were  being 
expelled  from  Kostroma. 

The  Tragedy  of  Bepression. 

"Just  consider  the  tragedy  of  such  expedients," 
exclaimed  the  speaker.  "  A  Jewish  boy  had  managed 
with  great  trouble  and  effort  to  pass  through  the  trial 
of  the  percentage  limit  on  entering  the  gymnasium, 
and  he  was  now  preparing  himself  with  all  his  might 
in  order  to  qualify  for  the  new  percentage  limit  that 
awaited  him  at  the  gates  of  the  high  school.  All  of 
a  sudden  he  is  told  :  '  Go  away,  you  have  no  right  to 
reside  here,  to  breathe  our  air.' 

"Only  imagine  the  subsequent  working  of  the 
mind  of  that  Jewish  youth  at  the  age  when  his 
charae'er  i^  being  moulded  and  hisopinions  formed. 
He  then  finds  three  courses  open  10  him — to  join  the 
ranks  of  the  adversaries  of  the  present  order,  to 
emigrate  to  America,  or  to  abjure  his  religion.  With 
whom  lies  the  responsibility  for  those  shattered 
young  lives  ? " 

M.  Friedmann  then  read  out  telegrams  received  by 
the  Jewish  deputies  from  expelled  Jews,  including 
one  from  a  Jew  of  seventy-eight,  who  had  been 
ordered  to  quit  his  old  home,  accompanied  by  his 


aged  wife.  While  civilised  nations  spared  harmless 
inhabitants  even  in  war  time,  the  very  Government 
whose  duty  it  was  to  protect  the  population  indulged 
in  torturing  the  Jews,  whom  it  turned  out  of  doors 
in  the  inclement  winter  season.  In  spite  of  the 
Premier's  statement  as  to  his  benevolence  towards 
the  other  races,  he  ignored  the  voice  of  the  Russian 
manufacturers  and  Exchange  Committees,  and  intro- 
duced new  restrictions  for  |ewish  merchants.  Indeed, 
the  Premier  seemed  bin  seldom  to  consult,  the 
Minister  of  Finance,  so  that  in  his  former  capacity 
he  remained  ignorant  of  the  disposition  of  the  Russian 
trading  class. 

The  Manifesto  a  Dead  Letter. 

M.  Friedmann  referred  to  the  change  of  policy 
since  the  Ukase  of  December  27th,  1904,  for  the 
revision  of  the  laws  dealing  with  the  non-Russian 
races,  to  the  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Ministers 
of  June  21st.  1905,  for  the  revision  of  the  law>  con- 
cerning the  Jews,  and  to  the  Circular  drawn  up  by 
the  Cabinet  in  December,  1906,  by  which  it  was 
intended  to  enlarge  the  rights  of  the  Jews. 

"  Certainly,"  he  said,  "  a  good  many  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  October  Manifesto  have  not  been 
realised,  while  the  Jewish  question  is  closely  con- 
nected with  the  realisation  of  the  whole  Manifesto. 
The  Premier's  promises  are  devoid  of  serious  import- 
ance, and  are  merelv  intended  to  be  ornamental. 
Properly  speaking,  the  Jewish  question  has  long 
since  been  a  Rus?ian  question.  Until  the  principle 
is  carried  out  that  no  one's  rights  may  be  restricted, 
freedom  will  never  prevail  in  Russia,  and  the 
October  Manifesto  will  remain  a  dead  letter." 
(Cheers  from  the  Left.) 


MORE   EXPULSIONS   OF  JEWS. 

Wholesale  expulsions  of  |ewish  families  are  taking 
place  from  the  governments  of  Tchernigov  and 
Poltava,  while  twenty-six  families  of  Jewish  artisans 
are  under  notice  of  expulsion  from  the  town  of 
Kasan. 

In  view  of  the  numerous  expulsions  of  Jews  from 
the  town  of  Nikolayev,  Advocate  Sliosberg  has 
addressed  a  memorial  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
furnishing  documentary  proof  of  the  fact  that 
the  very  law  delimiting  the  Pale  of  Settlement 
includes  the  town  and  port  of  Nikolayev  within  the 
boundary  of  the  Pale,  so  that  the  administration  was 
in  error  in  treating  Nikolayev  as  a  town  situated 
beyond  the  Pale. 

Moscow  and  Lodz  manufacturers  are  greatly 
alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  the  enormous  losses  that 
must  inevitably  accrue  to  their  firms  if  the  order 
given  by  the  local  authorities  to  164  Jewish  families 
to  quit  the  town  of  Kiev  by  the  commencement  of 
the  Russian  new  year  is  carried  out.  The  Moscow 
Exchange  Committee  has  appealed  to  the  Minister 
of  Finance  against  the  contemplated  expulsion  of  >o 
many  traders,  who  owe  Moscow  manufacturers 
about  18  million  roubles,  which  there  would  be  no 
prospect  of  recovering  in  case  of  their  expulsion  and 
their  consequent  ruin.  The  Lodz  manufacturers, 
who  are  also  creditors  to  the  extent  of  about  7  million 
roubles,  have  jo  ned  the  appeal  of  the  Moscow 
Exchange  Committee. 


A    "  RITUAL   MURDER  "  SCARE. 


In  the  Pyeski  district  of  St.  Petersburg,  which  is 
inhabited  by  a  poor  working  population,  a  woman 
suddenly  missed  her  child,  a  boy  aged  two.  Owing 
to  the  venomous  libels  circulated  by  the  Black 
Hundred  Press,  a  rumour  rapidly  spread  to  the  effect 
that  the  child  had  been  abducted  by  a  Jewish  woman, 
to  be  killed  for  .ritual  purposes.  The  police  were 
already  prosecuting  an  energetic  search  when  fortu- 
natily  the  child  was  brought  back  in  the  evening  by 
the  alleged  kidnapper,  who  turned  out  to  be  a  German 
lady,  well  known  for  her  charity,  and  who  had  pre- 
sented the  child  with  a  number  of  toys  for  the  Russian 
Christmas.   

M.    KRASSOVSKY'S  TRIAL. 

A  telegram  despatched  from  St.  Petersburg  on 
Saturday  states  that  M.  Krassovsky,  former  head  of 
the  detective  force  at  Kiev,  who,  like  M.  Mischuk, 
another  former  occupant  of  the  same  post,  refused 
to  attribute  the  Ynschinsky  murder  to  "rituality," 
has  been  tried  at  Kieff  on  charges  of  absurd  minor 
derelictions  of  duty ;  but  the  Court  merely  repri- 
manded him.  Thus  another  attempt  to  discredit 
the  witnesses  for  the  defence  in  the  Peilis  case  has 
failed. 

M.  Mashkevitch,  the  Examining  Magistrate,  has 
commenced  the  examination  of  various  members 
of  the  criminal  gang  indicated  in  the  depositions 
of  M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky  in  connection  with  the 
murder  of  Yuschinskv. 


The  Lublin  authorities  have  summoned  forty 
householders  for  having  religious  services  held  in 
their  houses  without  official  permission. 


THE    KIEV    OKHHANA  SCANDALS 

Trial    of    Colonel  Kulabko. 

Ex-Lieut.-Colonel  N.  X.  Kulabko,  of  the  detached 
gendarmerie  corps,  was  recently  charged  before  the 
High  Court  of  Kiev  with  having  committed  a  crime 
in  the  exercise  of  his  official  functions. 

In  191 1  Kulibko,  who  had  been  entrusted  by  the 
Chief  of  Gendarmerie  wifi  the  duties  of  head  of 
the  Kiev  Okhrana,  received  40,000  roubles  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  special  measures  of  precaution  for 
the  safety  of  the  Tsar  and  Tsantsa  during  their  v  sit 
to  Kiev  in  September  of  that  year.  As  this  visit  had 
a  tragic  sequel  in  the  assassination  of  the  late 
Premier,  M.  Stolypin,  an  investigation  wis  instituted 
into  the  conduct  of  the  authorities  responsible  for 
the  safety  of  their  Majesties. 

While  the  trial  of  General  Kourloff  and  others  is 
still  to  come  before  the  Senate,  the  High  Court  of 
Kiev  confineel  itself  to  the  irregularities  committed 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  above-mentioned  sum  of 
40,000  roubles.  According  to  Kulabko's  account, 
he  spent  the  whole  sum,  with  the  exception  of  thirty- 
four  roubles  and  seventy-nine  kopeks.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  accounts,  however,  revealed  the  presenta- 
tion of  eighteen  double  vouchers  relating  to  identical 
sums  paid  to  detective-agents,  so  that  while  the  total 
on  that  count  was  given  at  36,741  roubles,  in  reality 
it  only  amounted  to  28,693  roubles. 

The  Court  found  the  prisoner  to  have  been  guilty 
merely  of  carelessness,  and  of  falsification  of  accounts 
"without  an  interested  motive,"  sentencing  him  to 
sixteen  months'  confinement  in  a  fortress  without 
deprivation  of  rights. 

The  trial  of  General  Kourloff,  former  Assistant- 
Minister  of  the  Interior.  M.  Veriguin,  late  Vice- 
Director  of  the  Police  Department,  and  Captain 
Spiridovitch,  late  head  of  the  Okhrana,  along  with 
Lieut.-Colonel  Kulabko,  for  dereliction  of  duty  in 
connection  with  the  assassination  of  the  late  Premier, 
M.  Stolypin,  is  expected  to  take  place  before  a  special 
court  of  the  Senate  in  the  middle  of  March. 


THE    STRUGGLE   IN  FINLAND. 
Viborg    Appeal    Court's  Appeal. 

The  Viborg  Court  of  Appeal  has  reported  to  the 
Judicial  Department  of  the  Finnish  Senate  its  inability 
to  exercise  its  functions  owing  to  the  arrest  of  several 
of  its  members.  After  pointing  out  the  utter  inad- 
missibility of  such  acts  as  the  arrest  of  members  of 
the  Hofgericht  and  their  prosecution  before  Russian 
magistrates,  apart  from  the  treatment  meted  out  to 
them,  the  Court  of  Appeal  requests  the  Judicial 
Department  of  the  Senate  to  take  the  prope-  measures 
for  the  liberation  of  the  arrested  officials. 

The  Judicial  Department  of  the  Senate  has  fixed 
the  discussion  of  the  report  for  January  15th. 

In  order  to  allav  the  apprehensions  felt  for  their 
future  position  bv  those  officials  in  Finland  who  are 
anxious  to  carry  out  the  Imperial  schemes  in  the 
Duchy,  the  Council  of  Ministers  has  published,  with 
his  Majesty's  sanction,  a  declaration  of  the  Govern- 
ment's firm  resolve  to  adhere  undeviatingly  to  the 
policv  of  enforcing  the  provisions  of  Imperial  legis- 
lation throughout  the  Duchy.  It  promises  every  pro- 
tection against  opposition,  hostility,  and  malevolence. 


STATISTICS   OF  VIOLENCE. 


According  to  a  report  published  by  the  Ministry  of 
the  Interior,  the  number  of  crimes  of  violence  com- 
mitted in  Russia,  mostly  by  armed  robbers,  during 
the  five  years  ending  January  1st,  1912,  amounted  to 
38,oe>4.  They  include  a  large  number  of  murders, 
1,719  Government  officials  and  5997  private  citizens 
be-ing  killed  during  the  period  named.  The  report 
also  shows  that  2,148  similar  crimes  occurred  during 
the  first  nine  months  of  1912. 

These  appalling  figures  tend  to  show  that  whole- 
sale hangings  do  not  prove  an  effective  deterrent 
against  crimes  of  this  na'ure. 


A   RELIGIOUS  INQUIRY. 

The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  commissioned  a 
special  official  to  make  a  tour  all  over  Russia  for  the 
purpose  of  studying  the  doctrii.es  and  practices  of 
various  religious  sects  not  Sufficiently  known. 

The  Ministry  is  perplexed  by  the  difficulty  of 
exercising  control  over  the  spiritual  leaders  of  Evan- 
gelistic sects,  who,  instead  of  being  attached  to  a 
regular  parish,  act  as  travelling  preachers,  moving 
about  from  place  to  place,  contrary  to  existing 
customs  and  regulations. 


A  eleput  ition  composed  of  Russian  residents  in  the 
Holm  districts,  headed  by  the  Orthodox  Bishop 
Kulogius,  has  arrived  in  St.  Petersburg  in  order  to 
petition  the  Government  for  the  prompt  creation  of 
a  Holm  government,  in  accordance  with  the  Holm 
Detachment  Act  pa«sed  six  months  ago. 
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UNWELCOME  ATTENTIONS. 


The  Xovoe  Vremya  has  published  an  article  in 
which  it  is  strongly  urged  that  Russia  should 
take  Turkish  Armenia  under  her  protection.  The 
suggestion  that  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  Balkan 
settlement  shall  be  autonomy  for  Armenia  is 
viewed  with  alarm  and  hostility,  for  reasons 
which  are  largely  to  be  referred  to  the  position 
of  Russia's  own  Armenian  and  Georgian  subjects 
in  Transcaucasia.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
the  grounds  on  which  the  need  of  a  protectorate 
is  urged  are  of  the  most  altruistic  character : 
everything  is  to  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Armenians  themselves,  who  require  above  all 
things  "  security  of  life  and  property  ;"  although 
it  is  also  admitted  that  the  establishment  of  a 
protectorate  would  give  Russia  a  permanent 
hold  upon  Turkey,  and  increase  her  prestige 
enormously  throughout  Asia  Minor.  Put 
nakedly,  this  policy  of  "  peaceful  penetration  " 
resolves  itself  into  a  demand  to  share  the  spoils 
of  the  Balkan  allies'  victory,  and  doubtless  has  in 
view  a  gradual  advance  to  the  south-west,  which 
will  at  last  bring  Russia  to  the  eastern  shores 
of  the  Mediterranean.  It  is  a  move  towards  the 
realisation  of  the  "  warm  water  "  policy  which 
has  been  the  pivot  of  Russian  activity  for  the 
past  hundred  years,  and  is  thus  seen  to  be  on  all 
fours  with  the  advance  into  Persia,  which  has 
the  Persian  Gulf  as  its  immediate  goal. 

Apart  from  the  effect  it  is  calculated  to  have 
on  the  international  situation,  we  have  to  con- 
sider what  would  be  the  consequences  of  a  Russian 
protectorate  to  the  Armenians  themselves.  We 
have  only  to  look  at  the  treatment  which  their 
fellow-nationals  in  the  Caucasus  receive  under 
Russian  rule  to  realise  the  precise  nature  of 
those  consequences.  Among  the  Armenians  of 
the  Caucasus  every  shred  of  national  indepen- 
dence, of  national  individuality,  and  of  national 
culture  has  been  wiped  out.  They  may  not 
co-operate  even  for  social  and  philanthropic  pur- 
poses, as  the  recent  trial  of  nearly  two  hundred 
of  their  number  made  extrpmely  plain.  Their 
Church  has  been  shamefully  robbed  of  her  pos- 
sessions. They  have  practically  no  rights,  and 
no  redress  for  the  countless  iniquities  that  are 
perpetrated  by  Russian  officials  at  their  expense- 
It  may  be  urged  that  a  Russian  protector-ate  is 
not  the  same  as  Russian  rule,  and  that  the 
Turkish  Armenians  will  not  become  Russian 
subjects.  But  what  has  happened  in  the 
Caucasus  ?  Take  the  case  of  Georgia,  which 
was  an  independent  kingdom  when,  for  defensive 
purposes,  it  placed  itself  in  alliance  with  the 
Russian  Empire.  The  national  autonomy  of  the 
country  was  solemnly  guaranteed  in  successive 
documents,  but  as  soon  as  it  suited  her  purpose 
Russia  violated  her  sacred  pledges,  and  in  a  series 
of  almost  incredible  outrages  robbed  the  inhabi- 
tants not  only  of  their  political  but  even  of  their 
human  rights.  What  has  taken  place  in  Georgia 
will  inevitably  take  place  in  Armenia  if  Russia  is 
allowed  to  establish  her  protectorate  ;  that  her 
methods  of  consolidating  her  position  in  a  foreign 
country  have  not  improved  in  recent  years  the 
Persian  outrages  amply  testify.  There  is  every- 
thing to  be  said  against  the  proposal,  and, 
except  from  the  point  of  view  of  sheer  oppor- 
tunism, nothing  to  be  advanced  in  its  favour. 
Whatever  the  grievances  of  the  Armenian  Chris- 


tians may  be  under  Turkish  rule,  under  the 
control  of  Russia  they  are  likely  to  become 
intensified  tenfold.  It  cannot  even  be  urged,  as 
an  excuse  for  Russian  intervention,  that  the 
majority  of  the  population  of  Turkish  Armenia 
is  Christian ;  in  point  of  fact,  the  greater 
number  of  the  inhabitants  are  Kurds,  and  on 
what  pi'etext  Russia  can  claim  the  right  to  take 
them  under  her  wing,  and  give  them  that 
"  security  of  life  and  property  "  which  even  her 
own  native  subjects  do  Jiot  possess,  we  are  at  a 
loss  to  imagine. 

Of  these  facts  the  Atmenians  themselves  are 
well  aware,  and  hence  it  is  not  surprising  to  find 
that  they  are  themselves  distinctly  hostile  to  the 
proposal.  This  is  no  uncommon  phenomenon  in 
Russian  diplomacy.  Whenever  Russia  displays 
anxiety  to  "  protect  "  any  nation  or  community, 
and  to  make  its  interests  her  own,  the  first  and 
most  emphatic  objection  invariably  comes  from 
the  suggested  victims  of  her  solicitude.  It  is 
her  fate  that  her  attempts  to  play  the  part  of  an 
international  fairy  godmother  always  arouse  the 
most  deadly  suspicion.  To-day  we  have  the 
edifying  spectacle  of  Russia  proclaiming  a  pro- 
tectorate over  Mongolia,  to  the  accompaniment 
of  the  protests  of  three-quarters  of  the  Mongolian 
Princes.  In  Persia  she  has  settled  herself  in 
face  of  the  unqualified  ^hate  of  all  but  a  few 
political  adventurers.  _£^en  among  the  Balkan 
States  her  "good  offices "' are  looked  at  askance. 
After  she  had  set  Bulgaria  upon  her  feet  as  an 
autonomous  Principality  the  Bulgarians  were 
forced  to  rise  and  practically  turn  their  bene- 
factors out  of  their  country,  which  was 
threatening  to  become  a  Russian  preserve  of 
the  familiar  type.  Roumania  was  practically 
created  by  Russia,  and  yet  the  feeling  between 
the  two  States  has  consistently  been  the 
reverse  of  cordial.  Even  the  Greeks,  in  spite 
of  the  most  powerful  religious  ties,  bear  Russia 
no  good  will ;  and  when  Tsar  Alexander  III. 
declared  Montenegro  to  be  his  country's 
only  friend  he  was  guilty  of  no  exaggeration. 
There  can  be  no  question  that  for  many  years 
Russian  diplomacy  has  been  viewed  with  the 
gravest  and  most  universal  distrust,  and  that 
to-day  "Russian  faith"  is  as  proverbial  as  was 
the  Punica  fides  of  two  thousand  years  ago.  No 
country  will  accept  the  theory  of  Russia's  dis- 
interested desire  to  promote  its  welfare  as  long 
as  the  terrible  spectacles  presented  by  the 
Caucasus  and  Finland  confront  it  as  a  warning 
of  what  it  may  expect  if  it  swallows  the  bait ; 
and  that  is  why  the  Armenians  will  vigorously 
resist  the  scheme  of  a  Russian  protectorate, 
which  the  Powers  are  bound  by  every  considera- 
tion of  humanity  to  nip  at  once  in  the  bud. 


A    TRAGIC    REPORT    FROM  THE 
CAUCASUS. 


The  Duma  deputy  for  the  government  of  Tiflis, 
M.  Tchkheidze,  received  ;i  telegram  from  Xotanebi, 
Transcaucasia,  a  few  days  ago  informing  him  that  his 
father  had  been  killed  by  police-constables  at  the  cele- 
bration of  the  betrothal  of  the  deputy's  daughter.  The 
Ministry  of  Interior  had  no  information  whatever  on 
the  occurrence.  The  distressed  deputy  sent  a  wire 
to  the  Viceroy  of  the  Caucasus,  inquiring  for  particu- 
lars, and  M.  Zolotareff,  Assistant  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  promised  to  address  an  inquiry  to  the  local 
authorities. 

If  the  tragic  communication  turns  out  to  be  true, 
the  Social  Democratic  group  proposes  to  make  it  the 
subject  of  an  interpellation  in  the  Duma. 


THE    MINISTRY    OF  THE 
INTERIOR. 


Further    Light    on    M.    Ma  ka  raffs 
Dismissal. 


NEW   MINISTER'S  RECORD. 


[From  Our  Own  Corrksi'Oxdent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  January  9th. 

The  mild  tone  of  M.  Kokovtsoff's  Duma  statement 
has  deceived  some  naive  people  who  believe  in  the 
sincerity  of  the  reform  schemes  of  the  present 
Premier.  The  number  of  such  persons  is,  however, 
very  small.  The  great  majority  have  at  once  grasped 
the  fact  that  the  mildness  of  the  declaration  was 
merely  due  to  the  individual  peculiarities  of  M. 
Kokovtsoff,  whose  vocabulary  does  not  contain  those 
militant  and  crushing  expressions  which  M.  Stolypin 
used  to  affect. 

Events  have  quickly  shown  that  the  public  correctly 
gauged  M.  Kokovtsoff's  intentions,  and  that  the 
Government  policy  will  not  be  altered.  This  has 
been  evidenced  most  clearly  in  the  change  at  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior. 

Two  Reasons  for  the  Dismissal. 

Why  has  M.  Makaroff  left  ?  The  Press  point  to 
two  circumstances  which  have  shaken  his  position. 
First,  his  behaviour  after  the  Lena  events  ;  his  dictum 
in  the  Duma  that  "so  it  has  been,  and  so  it  will  be'' 
— that  is  to  say,  that  the  Russian  Government  has 
nothing  for  peaceful  strikers  but  bullets  and  bayonets 
— aroused  such  indignation  among  the  public  (espe- 
cially manifested  in  the  stormy  protest  of  the  work- 
ing-men), that  the  high  bureaucracy  could  not  but 
remember  the  events  of  1905,  which  likewise  began 
with  the  shooting  of  workmen  in  St.  Petersburg  on 
Red  Sunday.  The  dispatch  of  Senator  Manukhin  to 
investigate  the  events  at  the  Lena  goldtields  seemed 
to  be  an  indirect  disapproval  of  M.  Makaroff's  attitude 
in  the  Duma.  The  practice  of  shooting  down  peace- 
ful strikers  is  no  novelty  in  Russia,  nor  is  there  any 
indication  of  the  Government's  intention  to  renounce 
that  practice.  For  the  Duma,  however,  on  which 
the  eyes  of  foreigners  are  turned,  it  was  necessary 
to  find  another  form  for  the  justification  of  the 
accomplished  fact — one  le  >s  drastic  than  that  used  by 
M.  Makaroff. 

The  second  cause  of  M.  Makaroff's  departure  was 
his  failure  at  the  General  Election.  It  must  not  be 
supposed,  however,  that  he  is  blamed  for  the  unex- 
ampled pressure  exercised  by  the  Administiation  in 
the  elections,  which  has  provoked  indignation  in  the 
ranks  of  all  parties.  All  those  unheard  of  outrages 
would  have  been  forgiven  M.  Makaroff  if  the  purpose 
aimed  at  by  the  whole  Reaction,  with  the  highest 
personages  at  its  head,  had  been  attained. 

The  Romanoff  Tercentenary. 

The  Romanoff  dynasty  is  soon  to  celebrate  its 
tercentenary.  Nicholas  II.  has  long  cherished  the 
dream  of  celebrating  the  event  with  extraordinary 
solemnity.  Amidst  all  the  terrors  of  1905  it  was  his 
chief  fear  lest  the  victory  of  the  Revolution  might 
spoil  those  proceedings.  That  danger  no  longer 
exists  ;but  I'appetitvienten  mangeant, and  it  was  there- 
fore desired  that  the  festive  spirit  of  the  reigning 
House  should  not  be  marred  by  the  least  cloud.  For 
that  purpose,  apart  from  purely  Reactionary  plans  in 
the  way  of  legislation  and  administration,  it  was 
desirable  to  obtain  such  a  Duma  as  would  think  less 
of  reforms  and  similar  matters,  but  would  shout  loyal 
hurrahs  all  the  more  vociferously  and  petition  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Autocracy. 

M.  Makaroff  has  failed  on  this  very  point,  not 
through  his  own  fault,  but  because  the  mood  of  the 
country  has  greatly  changed.  The  Russian  bureau- 
cracy, however,  nevertakesextenuating  circumstances 
into  consideration,  especially  when  it  is  a  question 
of  the  interests  of  the  highest  spheres. 

Secret  Fund.  Mystery. 

Apart  from  all  this,  the  secret  funds  have  also 
played  a  certain  part  in  the  matter.    It  is  stated  on 
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reliable  authority  that  M.  Makaroff  was  unable  to 
render  a  complete  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
ten-million  fund  which  is  annually  allowed  to  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior,  and  is  exempt  from  the 
control  of  the  Duma.  As  a  matter  of  course,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  that  fund  had  to  be  spent  on 
managing  the  elections  in  the  spirit  desired  by  the 
Government.  But  when  the  results  of  the  elections 
did  not  altogether  correspond  to  that  ideal,  M. 
Kokovtsoff  was  curious  to  know  how  the  money  had 
been  spent.  It  turned  out  that  the  uncontrolled  fund 
was  also  being  spent  without  even  any  departmental 
control,  and  so  the  Premier  did  not  succeed  in  trac- 
ing the  uses  to  which  it  had  been  put. 

The  New  Minister. 

M.  Makaroff  has  been  replaced  by  M.  Maklakoff, 
in  whom  the  Reaction  is  anxious  to  find  a  real  suc- 
cessor to  M.  Stolypin,  equally  energetic  and  victorious. 
It  may  be,  indeed,  that  the  new  Minister  possesses 
many  qualities  that  are  rare  in  a  Russian  bureaucrat. 
According  to  our  Nationalists  who  are  very  satisfied 
with  the  appointment,  M.  Maklakoff  is  a  man  of 
strong  will,  unbending  character,  extraordinary 
memory,  great  working  power,  and  considerable 
penetration.  But  even  if  he  possessed  a  dozen  more 
such  excellent  qualities,  it  might  still  be  predicted 
that  he  will  not  be  able  to  drag  Russian  internal 
policy  from  the  mire  in  which  it  found  itself  long 
before  M.  Stolypin's  violent  death.  At  first,  while 
M.  Stolypin  had  a  clear  and  definite  task  in  com- 
bating the  Revolution,  he  could  gather  round  him  all 
the  so-called  elements  of  order.  But  in  proportion 
as  the  country  quieted  down  it  became'  clear  that  it 
was  not  possible  to  live  long  on  a  purely  negative 
programme  ;  that  a  great  country  demands  great 
creative  work,  while  M.  Stolypin's  ideas  were  poor  in 
creativeness.  He  gradually  found  himself  surrounded 
by  vacancy,  and  his  departure  was  merely  a  question 
of  months,  if  not  of  days. 

M.  Maklakoff  as  Governor. 

M.  Maklakoff  will  soon  find  himself  amidst  a  still 
greater  vacancy,  since,  as  time  goes  on,  the  country 
is  becoming  less  able  to  reconcile  itself  to  the  exclu- 
sively destructive  activity  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment, in  which  he  has  greatly  distinguished  himself. 
In  this  connection  the  Press  is  full  of  piquant  facts 
from  which  we  may  pick  out  one  or  two  episodes 
which  made  much  stir  at  the  time,  and  which  show 
best  to  what  purpose  the  unbending  will  of  the  Russian 
administrator  is  directed. 

There  was,  for  instance,  the  transfer  of  the  Public 
Prosecutor  of  the  Tchernigov  District  Court  to  the 
lower  post  of  Assistant  Public  Prosecutor  at  Kharkov. 
The  Tchernigovians,  whose  Governor  M.  Maklakoff 
has  been  for  the  past  three  years,  were  aware  that 
the  punishment  was  merely  due  to  a  personal  conflict 
between  the  Public  Prosecutor  and  the  Governor, 
whereas  in  the  Duma  the  Minister  of  Justice  read 
out  a  letter  from  M.  Maklakoff  charging  the  Public 
Prosecutor  with  carrying  on  an  agitation  against  the 
Governor. 

Dissatisfied  with  the  composition  of  the  Valuation 
Statistics  Bureau  of  the  government  Zemstvo,  which 
he  considered  "  untrustworthy,"  M.  Maklakoff  com- 
plained to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  of  the  irregu- 
larities prevailing  in  that  bureau.  An  inquiry  was 
instituted  ;  but  the  representatives  both  of  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  and  of  Finance  reported 
that  everything  was  conducted  with  exemplary  order. 

Violent  Campaign  against  the  Jews. 

The  struggle  with  the  Zemstvos  and  all  other 
kinds  of  public  activity  now  forms  the  chief  occupa- 
tion of  all  the  Governors.  Another  field  in  which  a 
Russian  administrator  may  nowadays  come  to  the 
front  is  the  struggle  against  the  Jews.  In  this 
respect  M.  Maklakoff  not  only  followed  the  beaten 
track  by  expelling  tens  of  thousands  of  Jews  from 
the  villages,  but  he  even  beat  the  record  during  the 
electoral  campaign.  Everybody  remembirs  the 
Senate's  interpretation  which  one  fine  morning  dis- 
franchised all  the  Jews  who  possessed  the  so-called 
"conditional"  right  of  residence.  But  the  govern- 
ment of  Tchernigov  forms  part  of  the  Pale,  so  that  in 
all  the  towns  of  that  government  the  Jews  possess  the 
absolute  right  of  residence,  and  there  was  no  possi- 
bility of  depriving  them  of  their  electoral  rights. 
But  M.  Maklakoff  knew  well  that  a  career  could  be 
made  by  ill-using  the  Jews,  and  accordingly  he  ordered 
the  electoral  committees  to  strike  the  Jews  off  the 
register,  in  spite  of  their  being  house-owners,  on  the 
ground  that  somewhere  else  the  Jews  only  possessed 
a  conditional  right  of  residence. 

Although  at  the  last  elections  the  law  was  gene- 
rally ignored  and  the  inhabitants  were  wholly  at  the 
mercy  of  the  arbitrary  administration,  these  abuses 
took  place  to  a  itill  greater  extent  than  elsewhere 
within  M.  Maklakoff's  satrapy.  The  Duma  Sectional 
Committee  for  the  verification  of  the  returns  of  the 
region  embracing  Tchernigov  has  therefore  felt  itself 
compelled  to  request  the  plenary  meeting  to  demand 
the  minutes  of  the  electoral  proceedings  at  Tcher- 
nigov before  confirming  or  disqualifying  the  Tcher- 
nigov deputies. 


DEPUTIES    AND  ELECTORS. 

Duma  Members  Forbidden  to  Confer  with 
their  Constituents. 

After  the  short  opening  session  of  the  fourth  Duma 
most  of  the  deputies  returned  to  their  homes  for  the 
celebration  of  Christmas  and  the  New  Year,  which 
fall  thirteen  days  later  in  Russia  than  in  England. 
They  are,  however,  not  at  liberty  to  profit  by  the 
vacation  for  the  purpose  of  communing  with  their 
constituents  apart  from  the  festive  table. 

Although  deputies  are  no  longer  to  enjoy  immunity 
for  the  speeches  they  deliver  in  the  Duma  itself,  the 
Government  affords  them  absolute  security  against — 
their  constituents. 

Article  13  of  the  Duma  Constitution  runs  as 
follows  : — 

"  The  members  of  the  State  Duma  enjoy  full 
freedom  of  opinion  and  argument  on  questions 
which  fall  under  the  cognisance  of  the  Duma, 
and  tli ey  arc  not  bound  to  render  any  account  to 
their  electors." 
This  last  provision  is,  of  course,  most  convenient  to 
the  official  candidates  who  have  been  returned  by 
the  devices  of  the  authorities  against  the  will  of  the 
electors,  whereas  those  deputies  who  have  been 
returned  by  general  desire  would  welcome  an 
opportunity  of  rendering  an  account  of  their 
stewardship  to  their  constituents.  But  no  such 
opportunities  are  granted  to  them,  even  though  both 
parties  may  be  consumed  by  the  ardent  desire  to 
meet  one  another.  The  organisers  of  any  meeting 
for  such  a  purpose  would  be  liable  to  prosecution  as 
conspirators.  When  either  the  deputies  themselves 
or  any  of  their  electors  apply  for  permission  to  convene 
a  meeting,  the  solicitous  and  considerdtc  authorities 
refuse  it  to  the  former  on  the  ground  of  their  not 
being  bound  to  render  any  account  to  the  electors, 
and  to  the  latter  on  the  ground  of  their  being  pre- 
cluded by  the  very  constitution  of  the  Duma  from 
claiming  or  expecting  any  such  account  or  report. 

But  although  communication  of  this  nature  is  ren- 
dered as  a  rule  impossible,  there  are  some  excep- 
tional cases  in  which  a  deputy  is  able  to  get  at  least 
partially  in  touch  with  a  fraction  of  his  constituents. 
In  such  cases  a  sort  of  benevolent  conspiracy  is 
required  on  the  part  of  the  permanent  local  govern- 
ment bodies — viz.,  the  Zemstvos  or  Town  Councils. 
These  bodies  occasionally  decide  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  their  deputies  ortain  local  needs,  in  which 
case  the  deputy  receives  official  information,  under 
the  sign-manual  of  the  Mayor  or  of  the  C^irman  of 
the  Zemstvo,  of  the  resolutions  passed  to  that  effect 
by  the  urban  or  Zemstvo  councillors.  As  all  these 
gentlemen  are  011  the  franchise  register,  they  find  an 
opportunity  of  giving  instructions  to  their  deputies 
as  Zemstvo  members  or  Town  Councillors,  thus 
exercising  the  very  privilege  of  which  they  are 
rigorously  deprived  as  electors.  In  the  same  way 
the  electors  sometimes  go  so  far  as  to  demand  to 
learn  the  results  of  the  steps  taken  by  the  deputy  in 
accordance  with  their  instructions.  Needless  to  say, 
the  wily  deputy  is  only  too  eager  to  impart  the 
information  asked  for,  and  this  leads  to  the  delivery 
of  something  approaching  the  nature  of  a  report  to 
a  privileged  portion  of  his  constituents,  from  which 
the  Con-titution  provided  for  the  Duma  is  so 
anxious  to  relieve  the  deputy. 

Sometimes  a  Progressive  deputy  is  compelled  to 
pursue  other  methods.  Thus  Count  Alexis  Uvaroff, 
the  Independent  member  for  Saratov,  has  had 
recourse  to  the  publication  of  a  report  of  his  work  in 
the  Duma  in  book  form,  and  has  sent  a  copy  of  it 
to  each  of  his  constituents.  So  expensive  a  luxury 
is,  however,  impossible  in  the  case  of  the  great 
majority  of  deputies. 


POLISH    MUNICIPAL  FRANCHISE. 


The  Select  Committee  of  the  Council  of  State 
charged  to  report  on  the  Polish  Municipal  Bill  has 
considerably  raised  the  ratepaying  qualification  for 
the  municipal  franchise.  M.  Durnovo  has  recom- 
mended  the  Council  of  State  to  divide  the  Polish 
municipal  electors  into  three  grades,  enjoying  the 
franchise  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  taxes  paid 
by  them.  He  quotes  the  example  of  the  franchise 
system  for  the  Prussian  Diet;  but  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  that  antiquated  system  lately  caused 
sericus  riots  in  Berlin,  and  hence  is  not  likely  to  be 
more  acceptable  to  the  Polish  people. 


THE    LENA  MASSACRE. 

The  report  prepared  by  Senator  Manukhin,  for  the 
Tsar's  information,  on  thp  Lena  strike  and  massacre 
has  been  passed  on  to  the  Council  of  Ministers,  who 
are  to  take  the  necessary  steps  in  connection  with 
the  matter.  The  Council  of  Ministers  is  about  to 
proceed  to  the  discussion  of  the  Senator's  report. 


NO   FREEDOM    OF  ASSOCIATION. 

"Transgressions"  for  which  Russian 
Societies  are  Dissolved. 

About  a  fortnight  ago  the  First  Department  of  the 
Senate  considered  fifty  complaints  of  violation  of  the 
law  of  March  17th.  1906,  dealing  with  associations. 
The  subject  of  all  the.->e  complaints  was  the  arbitrary 
closing  of  societies  or  associations  by  the  authorities, 
or  refusal  to  sanction  their  establishment. 

The  most  interesting  of  the  appeais  was  that  of  the 
Society  of  Litterateurs  of  St.  Petersburg,  which  was 
closed  in  June,  191 1.  This  step  was  taken  by  order 
of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  under  the  pretext  that 
the  Society  had  "  departed  from  the  conditions  laid 
down  for  its  management  in  its  articles  of  asso- 
ciation." 

The  Society's  "  transgressions,"  according  to  the 
report  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  consist  as 
follows  : — 

(i.)  On  January  29th,  1910,  it  organised  a  com- 
memoration in  honour  of  Peter  Lavroff,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  tenth  anniversary  of  his  death. 

(Lavroff  was  a  scholar  of  the  first  rank,  one  of  the 
theorists  of  Russian  Socialism,  who  died  in  exile  in 
Paris.) 

(ii.)  On  October  8th,  1910,  it  organised  a  meeting 
to  commemorate  the  anniversary  of  the  death  of  M. 
Muromtseff,  President  of  the  fir^t  Duma. 

(iii.)  It  addressed  inquiries  to  the  editorial  offices 
of  the  newspapers  on  the  position  of  the  Press  after 
the  Manifesto  of  October  30th,  1905. 

(iv.)  At  a  meeting  held  on  March  4th,  191 1,  it  dis- 
cussed the  events  which  had  taken  place  in  the  high 
schools,  and  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Minister  of 
Public  Instruction. 

Such  were  the  crimes  which  brought  about  the 
summary  dissolution  of  this  society,  which  merely 
pursued  the  lawful  objects  of  civilisation,  such  as  are 
encouraged  by  the  Governments  of  even  the  most 
monarchical  countries. 

The  complaints  of  the  other  societies  were  of  the 
same  character.  All,  however,  were  dismissed  by 
the  Senate,  which  confirmed  the  orders  of  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior.  Once  again  the  most 
revolting  acts  of  tyranny  have  received  the  approval 
of  the  highest  judicial  body  in  the  Empire. 


SUBSIDY  FOR  A  "BLOOD  LIBEL" 
NEWSPAPER. 


Ten  members  of  the  Podolia  Zemstvo  have 
signed  a  strongly-worded  protest  against  the  grant 
of  a  subsidy  of  20,592  roubles  to  the  Nationalist 
organ  Podolanin,  of  Kamenetz-Podolsk.  The  "  Black 
Hundred"  tendencies  of  that  paper  may  be  illus- 
trated by  its  most  recent  insinuation. 

The  Podolanin  reported  the  disappearance  of  a 
Russian  boy,  aged  thirteen,  pointing  out  the  particu- 
larly mysterious  character  of  the  "  dark  affair,''  and 
remarking  that  "  by  a  fatal  coincidence "  Andrei 
Yuschinsky  was  murdered  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  In 
consequence  of  this  paragraph  the  police  instituted 
an  inquiry  which  established  a  good  many  discrepan- 
cies between  the  Podolanin  version  and  the  real 
facts.  The  boy's  name  was  given  wrongly,  and  his 
age  was  not  thirteen,  but  fourteen.  But  the  detail 
that  proved  most  fatal  to  the  newspaper's  story  was 
the  fact,  established  by  the  police  inquiry,  that  the 
boy  had  not  disappeared  at  all,  but  had  gone  to  visit 
an  uncle,  from  whom  he  had  returned  to  his  mother 
a  few  days  later. 

Nevertheless,  such  insinuation*:,  however  baseless, 
create  an  atmosphere  of  prejudice  and  suspicion, 
and  become  a  source  of  danger  to  harmless  Jews 
whenever  an  accident  happens,  or  is  supposed  to 
happen,  to  a  Christian  child. 


PEASANT   DEPUTY  AND  JEWS. 

Deputy  Karauloff,  the  leader  of  the  peasants'  and 
Cossacks'  group,  which  is  fifty  strong  in  the  Duma, 
has  declared  to  an  interviewer  that  he  is  opposed  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  Pale,  which  is  not  only  unfair, 
but  has  even  failed  in  its  alleged  purpose  of  protecting 
the  Russian  peasants  from  Jewish  exploitation,  since 
it  presses  heavily  on  the  poor  Jews,  while  wealthy 
Jews  are  able  to  evade  it. 

He  is  equally  opposed  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Jews 
from  the  Army,  since  their  exemption  would  only 
increase  the  conscription  burden  of  the  peasants,  who 
would  have  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 


The  Governor  of  Livonia  has  sentenced  fourteen 
compositors  at  Dorpat  to  a  month's  arrest  for  partici- 
pation in  a  strike. 

The  official  Information  Bureau  denies  the  truth 
of  the  rumours  of  the  impending  resignation  of 
M.  Timasheff,  Minister  of  Commerce.  This  Minister 
was  recently  received  in  audience  at  Tsarskoe  Selo. 
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WBLL  ON  THE  PERSECUTION  OF  THE  VaUDOIB. 


NOTES. 


Members  and  Constituents. 

The  Russian  Government  is  extremely  anxious 
to  prevent  Duma  deputies — or,  at  any  rate, 
Progressive  deputies — from  getting  into  touch 
with  their  constituents  According  to  the  official 
view,  relations  between  the  two  parties  should 
begin  and  end  with  the  elections,  after 
which  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  mutual 
understanding  is  to  be  severely  discouraged. 
There  is  an  article  in  the  Duma  Constitution 
which  relieves  members  of  the  necessity  of 
rendering  an  account  of  their  actions  to  their 
electors.  That  is  very  right  and  proper,  and  in 
accord  with  the  best  traditions  of  Parliamentary 
government.  In  the  hands  of  the  authorities, 
however,  whose  capacity  for  "  interpretation  "  is 
unlimited,  this  provision  has  been  so  twisted  and 
distorted  as  to  bear  quite  another  meaning. 
Instead  of  being  "  not  boixnd  "  to  render  an 
account,  deputies  are  held  to  be  forbidden  to  do 
so,  and  by  a  similar  process  of  reasoning  electors 
are  precluded  from  demanding  of  their  member 
a  report  of  his  stewardship.  Hence  all  confer- 
ence between  the  member  and  those  whose 
interests  he  is  supposed  to  safeguard,  which  is 
of  the  very  essence  of  representative  govern- 
ment, is  made  illegal,  and,  except  in  the  case  of 
Ministerial  favourites,  can  only  be  indulged  in 
here  and  there  by  means  of  a  subterfuge.  This 
practice,  which  is  explained  in  more  detail  else- 
where, shows  how  apprehensive  the  Government 
is  of  the  voice  of  public  opinion  in  Russia,  and 
with  how  guilty  a  conscience  it  is  afflicted.  When 
M.  Kokovtsoff  introduces  that  promised  measure 
of  his  dealing  with  the  right  of  meeting  and 
association,  perhaps  he  will  sweep  away  this 
anomaly  ;  and  perhaps  he  will  not. 


Rights  of  Association. 

To  what  a  mockery  the  rights  of  association 
have  been  reduced  in  Russia  is  illustrated  by  the 
case  of  the  Society  of  Litterateurs  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, which  has  been  closed  by  order  of  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  on  the  most  preposterous 
grounds— such  as  celebrating  the  anniversary 
of  the  death  of  M.  Muromtseff,  President  of  the 
first  Duma,  and  inquiring  into  the  position  of  the 
Press.  There  were  forty-nine  similar  cases  that 
recently  came  before  the  Senate,  but  the  appeals 
against  the  harsh  decisions  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior  were  invariably  dismissed.  Those  who 
look  to  the  new  Minister  to  effect  a  change  in 
this  and  in  other  respects  would  do  well  to  study 
the  well-informed  article  we  publish  this  week 
from  our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent.  If  past 
records  go  for  anything,  M.  Maklakoff  bids  fair 
to  equal,  if  not  to  eclipse,  the  worst  excesses 
perpetrated  under  the  Makaroff  regime. 

Reform  Heroes. 

This  week  we  publish  the  first  of  a  series  of 
articles  dealing  with  the  careers  and  doctrines  of 
the  men  who  have  been  in  the  forefront  of  the 


reform  movement  in  Russia.  It  is  a  tragic 
record  of  extraordinary  heroism,  the  story  of 
men  who  for  years  endured  all  the  unspeakable 
horrors  of  Russian  prison  life  for  the  sake  of  the 
ideals  they  so  warmly  cherished.  The  word 
"  martyr "  is  occasionally  abused ;  nowhere, 
however,  is  it  so  applicable,  with  all  its  grim  yet 
beautiful  connotations,  as  in  the  case  of  these 
great-hearted  pioneers,  many  of  whom  went  to 
their  death  testifying  to  the  holiness  of  their 
social  and  political  faith.  To  some  of  our 
readers  part  of  their  doctrines  may  appear  too 
advanced  and  Socialistic  for  acceptance  ;  we  do 
not  think,  however,  that  sympathy  will  be  with- 
held from  the  reformers  on  that  account.  The 
conditions  of  life  in  Russia,  so  radically  different 
from  those  prevailing  in  enlightened  countries, 
must  be  considered,  and  we  must  ask  ourselves 
how  a  sincere  champion  of  liberty  and  human 
rights  could  in  such  an  environment  avoid  being: 
emphatic,  and  even  extreme,  in  his  demands.  In 
later  years,  when  the  cause  of  freedom  has  at 
last  triumphed,  the  names  of  Chernychevsky, 
Herzen,  Ogareff,  Lavroff,  and  the  many  other 
workers  in  the  same  field  will  be  honoured  as 
those  of  national  heroes. 


M.  Kasso's  Exploits. 

The  Minister  of  Education  is  indefatigable  in 
carrying  out  his  self-appointed  task  of  ruining 
the  universities.  M.  Kasso's  contempt  for 
scholarship,  and  indeed  for  the  most  vital  and 
necessary  demands  of  educa  tion,  has  taken  him  to 
unparalleled  lengths  of  repression  and  oppression, 
and  there  is  scarcely  an  educational  establish- 
ment in  the  Empire  that  has  not  felt  the  weight 
of  his  destroying  hand.  He  has  sold  his  office  to 
the  exponents  of  the  most  extreme  and  vindictive 
variety  of  political  coercion,  and,  in  close  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  has  made 
the  schools  and  universities  the  hunting-grounds 
of  the  police.  Only  the  other  day  we  had  to 
record  the  scandalous  arrests  of  school- children 
in  St.  Petersburg  that  were  effected  at  M.  Kasso's 
order.  This  week  we  chrouicle  his  latest  exploit 
— the  dismissal  of  Senator  Foynitsky,  one  of  the 
chief  ornaments  of  St.  Petersburg  University, 
from  the  chair  of  Criminal  Law,  which  he  had 
occupied  for  forty  years  to  the  great  honour  both 
of  himself  and  of  his  alma  mater.  In  this  case 
the  Minister  of  Education  has  not  even  the 
excuse  that  he  acted  under  the  compulsion  of 
"  Black  Hundred "  influences,  for  the  extreme 
Nationalists  openly  share  the  indignation  of  the 
rest  of  the  country  at  this  senseless  abuse  of  his 
authority. 

A  Policy  of  Destruction. 

The  dismissal  of  M.  Foynitsky  on  no  stated 
ground,  but  pi'obably  because  the  Minister  was 
pleased  to  suspect  him  of  being  "  politically 
unsound,"  is  typical  of  the  procedure  in  which  M. 
Kasso  has  indulged  ever  since  his  appointment 
to  office.  Under  no  other  Minister  of  Education 
have  so  many  dismissals  of  university  professors 
been  carried  out.  As  if  the  injustice  of  these 
acts  and  the  disorganisation  caused  by  them  were 
not  sufficient,  care  has  always  been  taken  to  fill  the 
vacant  chairs  with  men  whose  only  recommenda- 
tion is  their  servility  to  the  interests  of  the 
bureaucracy,  and  who  are  possessed  of  little  or  no 
scholarship.  Dozens  of  universities  have  been 
brought  to  the  verge  of  ruin  in  this  way,  and  St. 
Petersburg  now  bids  fair  to  experience  the  fate 
of  Odessa,  where  desolation  reigns  supreme.  M. 
Kasso  has  turned  the  Regulations  of  September 
9th,  1905,  which  empower  the  University 
Councils  to  make  their  own  professorial  appoint- 
ments, into  a  dead  letter,  and  in  playing  fast  and 
loose  with  the  great  chairs  of  learning  he  acts 
upon  no  other  principle  but  that  of  perfect 
irresponsibility.  His  continued  presence  at  the 
Ministry  of  Education  is  a  standing  guarantee  of 
educational  atrophy  and  demoralisation,  and  it 


is  small  wonder  if  throughout  Russia  the  fervent 
hope  is  cherished  that  very  soon  M.  Kasso  may 
follow  his  late  colleague,  M.  Makaroff,  into 
retirement. 

Arms  and  the  Press. 

Under  the  pretext  of  waging  a  campaign 
against  the  betrayal  of  military  secrets  the 
Government  has  lately  enjoined  absolute  silence 
on  the  Press  with  regard  to  all  Army  matters, 
under  pain  of  drastic  punishment  in  accordance 
with  the  Espionage  Law.  Public  opinion  in 
Russia  is  imanimous  in  its  condemnation  of 
these  repressive  measures,  against  which  even 
the  Novae  Vremya  raises  its  voice.  Writing  in 
that  journal  M.  Menshikoff  reminds  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  consequences  of  such  a  regime  have 
already  been  demonstrated  on  the  plains  of 
Manchuria.  At  the  time  of  the  Japanese  AVar, 
he  says, 

"  the  Russian  Government  was  not  only  unaware 
how  extremely  unprepared  we  were  for  war, 
but,  ostrich-like,  was  even  afraid  to  acquaint 
itself  with  the  facts.  The  entire  Press  was 
gagged.  As  the  result,  we  were  shamefully 
beaten." 

The  Oolos  Mosfovy,  the  Octobrist  organ,  follows 
suit,  and  declares  that  free  criticism  on  military 
affairs,  which  concern  the  nation  above  all  other 
matters,  is  "  absolutely  indispensable."  Inciden- 
tally, however,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the 
latter  journal  forgets  how  the  former  leader  of 
the  Octobrist  party,  M.  Gutchkoff,  procui'ed  the 
exclusion  of  Opposition  deputies  from  the 
National  Defence  Committee  of  the  third  Duma 
on  the  plea  of  "  guai'ding  the  secrets  of  national 
defence " — the  identical  plea  by  which  the 
Government  seeks  to  justify  its  present  attitude. 
In  general  the  Xovoe  Vremya,  the  Golos  Moskvy, 
and  their  fellows  forget,  or  affect  to  forget,  that 
the  position  of  the  Press  is  indissolubly  bound 
up  with  the  general  political  condition  of  the 
country,  and  can  only  change  with  the  radical 
and  complete  reform  of  the  whole  system. 


THE   MONK  ILIODORE. 


The  Governor's  Court  of  Vladimir  has  ordered  the 
Captain  of  the  Gorokhovetz  district  immediately  to 
evict  the  degraded  monk  and  priest  Iliodore  from 
the  Florischeva  Hermitage.  The  heretical  monk  was 
handed  a  certificate  of  identity  made  out  in  his  lay 
name  of  S.  M.  Trufanoff. 


JEWISH  SUICIDES. 


Dr.  Nikolsky,  Chairman  of  the  St.  Petersburg 
Committee  for  Combating  Suicide,  states  in  his  last 
report  that  the  number  of  suicides  has  largely 
increased  of  late  years  among  Jewish  students,  and 
attributes  this  to  the  terrible  conditions  of  their 
general  life  and  legal  status.  The  number  of  suicides 
among  Jews  is  larger  outside  the  Pale  than  within  it. 


The  Governor  of  Smolensk  has  greatly  perplexed 
the  local  Town  Council  by  his  sudden  demand  for 
funds  to  be  used  for  the  addition  of  128  new  con- 
stables to  the  police  force. 

Troubles  have  broken  out  at  the  prison  of  Kutais, 
in  the  Caucasus,  where  the  inmates  have  threatened 
to  have  recourse  to  a  hunger  strike  by  way  of  protest 
against  their  ill-treatment. 

The  Governor  of  Wilna  has  ordered  all  the  Polish 
and  other  proprietors  of  houses  in  the  locality  co 
discharge  their  native  house-porters  who  are  unable 
to  speak  the  Russian  language. 

The  High  Court  of  Moscow  has  ordered  the 
destruction  of  the  late  Count  Tolstoy's  work  on  the 
Gospels,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  calculated  to  divert 
people  from  the  Orthodox  Church  to  sectarian 
doctrines. 

Seven  students  of  the  Seminary  for  Teachers  at 
Griva,  Kurland,  have  been  rusticated  for  participation 
in  a  strike,  the  very  occurrence  of  which  the  autho- 
rities of  the  seminary  had  recently  denied  in  the 
Riga  Press. 

Seven  peasants,  out  of  twelve  accused,  have  been 
sentenced  by  the  circuit  session  of  the  High  Court  of 
Kharkov  to  terms  of  imprisonment  ranging  from  two 
to  eight  months  for  interference  with  the  detachment 
of  agricultural  holdings  from  the  communal  lands  in 
one  of  the  villages  of  Kursk. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 
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PIONEERS    OF  REFORM. 


I.— N.  G.  Chernychevsky. 


The  history  of  the  intellectual  development  of 
Russia  in  the  nineteenth  century  is  a  record  of  un- 
paralleled martyrdom.  From  the  very  beginning 
of  the  century  until  the  present  day  nearly 
every  genius  in  poetry,  in  general  literature,  and 
in  science  has  suffered  either  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour,  deportation,  exile,  or  even  execution. 
Without  entering  into  the  numerous  cases  of 
brilliant  men  who  were  involved  in  conspiracies — 
such  as  the  poet  Ryleef,  who  was  executed, 
or  Professor  Kunitsin,  who  was  condemned  to 
hard  labour  with  the  Decembrists — we  may  limit 
ourselves  to  writers  who  were  prosecuted  simply  for 
their  opinions  or  for  their  studies  of  foreign  political 
and  social  thinkers.  Thus  the  greatest  Russian  poets, 
Pushkin  and  Lermontoff,  were  sent  into  exile  when 
quite  young  men  merely  because  of  their  Liberal 
ideas.  The  famous  novelist  Dostoyevsky,  the  creator 
of  Crime  and  Punishment,  enjoyed  seven  years  of  hard 
labour,  and  his  friend  the  poet  Pleshcheeff  was 
forced  to  serve  as  a  soldier,  because  they  had  read 
the  works  of  Charles  Fourier  and  Pierre  Lerroux. 
The  young  poet  Polizhaeff  died  in  military  service,  to 
which  he  had  been  condemned.  One  of  the  glories 
of  the  Slavonic  world,  the  Little  Russian  poet  Shev- 
chenko,  was  sentenced  for  his  poem  "The  Dream" 
to  serve  for  twelve  years  as  a  common  soldier  in  a 
small  fortress  in  Central  Asia,  where  he  was  deprived 
of  all  writing  materials.  Hundreds  of  less  famous 
but  highly  gifted  men  underwent  similar  suffering. 

The  most  striking  personality  in  this  gallery  of 
great  intellectual  fighters  is  N.  G.  Chernychevsky, 
the  "  Father  "  of  modern  democratic  Russia. 

A  False  Charge  and  a  Living  Death. 

As  has  now  been  proved,  it  was  on  a  false  charge 
that  he  was  condemned  in  1864  to  seven  years'  hard 
labour  in  Eastern  Siberia.  Afterwards  he  was  kept 
isolated  in  the  remotest  north  of  the  Yakutsk  pro- 
vince, in  Vilnisk,  the  Government  hoping  to  break 
his  spirit  and  force  him  to  beg  for  pardon.  This 
Chernychevsky  never  did,  and  he  endured  that  living 
death  until  1884,  when  he  returned  to  Astrakhan,  in 
European  Russia.  This  change  was  effected  through 
a  bargain  made  between  the  Revolutionary  com- 
mittee and  Alexander  III.,  who  thus  purchased  the 
assurance  that  his  Coronation  would  be  undisturbed 
by  a  revolutionary  attempt. 

Chernychevsky  was  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  in  1862 
not  quite  thirty-three  years  of  age.  Although  his 
literary  activity  covered  only  a  period  of  eight  years, 
it  is  amazing  to  find  what  he  accomplished  in  politi- 
cal and  historical  science.  He  was  the  chief  contri- 
butor to  the  well-known  monthly  review,  Sovrenienik 
("Contemporary  "),  in  which  his  first  great  work, 
Sketches  of  the  Literature  of  the  'Forties,  appeared.  His 
study  and  biography  of  Gotthold  Lessing  followed. 
At  the  same  time  he  translated  the  eight  volumes 
of  Schlosser's  History  of  the  Eighteenth  Century,  and 
it  was  under  his  editorship  that  the  publication  of 
the  thirty-two  volumes  of  Schlosser's  Weligeschichte 
began. 

The  Land  Campaign. 

Chernychevsky's  literary  career  fell  just  in  the  so- 
called  "  period  of  great  reforms"  of  Alexander  II. 
The  first,  and  undoubtedly  the  most  important,  of 
these  reforms  was  the  abolition  of  serfdom.  The 
Emperor  and  his  counsellors,  under  the  pressure  of 
the  reactionary  bureaucracy  and  nobility,  were  unde- 
cided whether  to  liberate  the  peasants  with  land  or 
without.  At  that  critical  moment  Chernychevsky 
published  a  series  of  brilliant  articles  on  land  reform, 
in  which  with  figures  and  powerful  arguments  he 
demonstrated  the  necessity  of  giving  the  peasants 
land  with  their  liberty.  It  is  known  that  his  views 
and  explanations  influenced  the  legislators,  and  the 
serfs  were  granted  land  at  their  emancipation.  Again, 
it  was  Chernychevsky  whose  writings  defeated  the 
attempt  of  the  bureaucracy  to  abolish  by  adminis- 
trative order  the  peasants'  communal  possession  of 
land. 

Simultaneously  he  wrote  a  series  of  articles  on  the 
history  of  France  in  the  nineteenth  century,  sketching 
the  social  and  socialist  ideas  of  that  country  before 
1848.  In  the  course  of  these  studies  he  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Russian  public  needed  a 
general  fundamental  work  on  economics,  and  lie 
therefore  translated  J.  S.  Mill's  Principles  of  Political 
Economy,  adding  his  own  notes  and  comments — a 
work  which  is  still  highly  appreciated  in  Russia.  In 
bis  notes  Chernychevsky  for  the  first  time  showed 
himself  to  be  a  Socialist,  although  but  vaguely,  as  the 
Russian  censorship  naturally  rlid  not  allow  open 
declarations  on  the  subject.  On  this  occasion  he 
gave  the  following  sarcastic  definition  of  the  status 
of  a  Russian  author  : — "  He  mu->t  write  only  about 
matters  which  are  not  worth  writing  about,  and  even 
on  such  subjects  he  must  not  write  in  the  right 
way." 

Towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Nicolas  [,,  when 


Chernychevsky's  first  essays  appeared,  university 
science  and  literature  were  nearly  extinct.  Natu- 
rally the  reading  public  threw  itself  with  avidity  on 
these  brilliant  essays.  In  a  short  time  Chernychevsky 
was  surrounded  by  a  circle  of  literary,  scientific,  and 
political  followers  and  friends.  It  was  under  Cherny- 
chevsky's impulse,  as  I  was  told  by  Kriloff,  that  the 
latter  translated  Lessing  s  Nathan  iter  Weise,  that 
Bibikoff  and  Tiblen  translated  and  brought  out 
Adam  Smith's  Wealth  oj  Nations,  Buckle's  History  of 
Civilisation,  and  the  works  of  Bichat,  Dr.  Cabanis> 
Quetelet,  Macaulay,  and  others. 

The  Power  of  a  Novel. 

But,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  great  influence 
Chernychevsky  wielded  on  the  young  generation  of 
1860-80  came  through  his  novel  What  is  to  be  Dons. 
As  a  work  of  art  this  novel  cannot  compare  with 
those  of  'I  urgenieff  and  Tolstoy,  but  the  people  in  it 
speak  on  questions  of  moral,  scientific,  and  social 
interest  that  were  vital  at  that  time  ;  and  their 
characters  are  so  simple  and  honest,  their  actions 
so  full  of  devotion  to  the  cause  of  suffering 
humanity,  that  for  a  period  of  at  least  ten 
years  they  represented  the  ideals  of  the  advanced 
section  of  Young  Russia.  In  this  story  Cherny- 
chevsky pleaded  for  the  emancipation  of  the  workers 
by  means  of  association  and  productive  co-operation. 
His  suggestions  were  carried  into  effect  in  many 
places  by  bands  of  young  enthusiasts.  We  in 
Moscow,  the  so-called  circle  of  Karakozoff,  formed 
three  such  productive  co-operative  enterprises  among 
the  dressmakers,  bookbinders,  and  drivers.  The 
once-famous  cheese-making  co-operative  society 
among  the  peasants,  the  so  called  Yerechagin  Society, 
was  also  organised  under  Chernychevsky's  influence. 
My  old  friend  Christaphoroff,  now  living  in  Clarens, 
was  exiled  to  the  shores  of  the  White  Sea  for  having 
formed  an  association  of  carpenters  and  bricklayers 
in  Saratov.  In  Kazan,  in  Nijni,  and  in  other  places, 
under  the  same  stimulating  influence,  the  younger 
generation  started  practical  work,  which  has  been 
steadily  growing  all  these  years,  in  spite  of  Minis- 
terial and  police  persecution. 

Chernychevsky  and   the  Women's 
Movement. 

Equally  great  was  the  impulse  given  by  Cherny- 
chevsky's writings  to  the  moral  and  intellectual 
development  of  Russian  women.  If  Russia  can  boast 
to-day  of  possessing  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
women  doctors,  teachers,  auth  >rs,  and  journalists,  it 
is  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  his  influence.  Women 
who  devoted  their  lives  to  the  political  and  social 
liberation  of  their  couniry — such  as  the  sisters 
Sassulitch,  Sophie  Perovskaya,  Yera  Figner,  and 
Mile.  Breshkovskaya — ha  e  told  me  what  a  deter- 
mining factor  Chernychevsky  was  in  their  lives.  The 
same  I  heard  from  the  pioneers  of  women's  higher 
education— from  Madatne  Binkova,  Dr.  Shebanova 
(now  president  of  the|  Russian  Women's  League), 
Mile.  Solodovnikova,  and  others  who  had  been  in 
personal  connection  with  Chernychevsky  or  developed 
under  his  influence.  Prince  Kropotkin,  in  his 
Memoirs,  sums  up  the  position  by  saying:  "All 
intellectual  St.  Petersburg  was  with  Chernychevsky.'' 

A  youth  myself  at  the  time,  I  remember  with  what 
admiration  we  regarded  him  as  a  teacher,  reformer, 
and  martyr.  And  these  sentiments  were  not  merely 
platonic  ;  his  admirers,  in  different  parts  of  Russia 
continually  schemed  to  effect  his  escape.  I  knew 
the  organisers  of  three  such  enterprises. 

In  Private  Life. 

Personally  I  never  met  Chernychevsky,  but  I  was 
acquainted  with  his  wife,  and  gave  lessons  to  one  of 
his  children.  From  the  former  I  heard  that  he  was 
in  private  life  an  exceptionally  kind,  modest,  and 
hard-working  man.  He  owed  his  great  learning  in 
philology,  history,  and  political  science  entirely  to  his 
own  untiring  energy.  His  studies  used  to  absorb 
him  to  such  a  degree  that,  unless  reminded  by  his 
wife,  as  she  told  me,  he  would  forget  to  eat  and 
sleep. 

And  this  man,  for  having  lived  a  life  of  unflagging 
intellectual  activity,  for  having  inspired  a  whole 
generation  to  political  and  social  effort,  was  doomed 
to  twenty  years'  isolation  in  the  remotest  corner  of 
Siberia. 

The  treatment  of  Chernychevsky  was  one  of  the 
causes  which  alienated  the  sympathy  of  Young 
Russia  from  Alexander  II.,  the  emancipator  of  the 
serfs. 

Kniaz. 


The  circuit  session  of  the  Saratov  District  Court 
has  punished  a  Jewish  artisan  named  Schulmann 
with  confiscation  of  his  stock  and  expulsion  to  the 
Pale  for  having  carried  on  business  outside  his 
proper  trade. 

The  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  had  addressed 
an  inquiry  to  the  Town  Councils  of  various  cities, 
asking  whether  they  consider  it  desirable  to  close 
the  Government  secondary  schools  altogether  to 
Jewish  pupils,  while  establishing  separate  schools  for 
them. 


A    DISMISSED  PROFESSOR. 

Universal    Indignation   at   M.  Kasso's 
Latest  Exploit. 

Not  only  in  academic  circles,  but  among  the  public 
at  large  indignation  is  felt  at  the  unceremonious 
dismissal  of  Senator  Foynitsky  from  the  chair  of 
Criminal  Law  at  St.  Petersburg  University,  which 
he  has  occupied  with  distinction  for  the  past  forty 
years.  The  irritation  is  all  the  greater  because  not 
only  was  Professor  Foynitsky  treated  with  scant  con- 
sideration, being  left  to  learn  the  news  of  his  dis- 
missal through  the  general  Press,  but  his  colleague-, 
Professors  Jijilenko  and  Grimm,  are  expected  to  share 
his  fate.  Men  who  have  at  heart  the  interests  of 
science  and  scholarship  stand  aghast  at  the  prospect 
of  Russia  being  deprived  altogether  of  her  famous 
savants,  and  that  by  the  direct  action  of  the  Ministry 
of  Education  itself. 

The  pernicious  system  of  making  the  appointment 
of  University  professors  dependent  on  their  political 
opinions  was  introduced  in  the  reign  of  AlexandeiTII. 
by  the  then  omnipotent  Count  Dmetrius  Tolstoy,  the 
initiator  of  the  "  second  reaction,"  as  that  period  was 
called  todistinguishitfrom  the  previous  reaction  under 
Nicholas  L  But  although  Count  Dmetrius  Tolstov 
and  his  successors,  MM.  Delyanoff  and  Bogolepoff, 
were  guided  by  considerations  of  political  orthodoxy 
in  their  appointments,  they  nevertheless  took  in'o 
account  the  opinions  of  the  respective  faculties  as  to 
the  scientific  merits  of  the  proposed  candidates. 
Even  the  evil  of  unjustified  dismissals  was  not 
si  keenly  fell  then,  seeing  that  there  was  no  lack  of 
eminent  successors  ;  hence  on  the  whole  the  interests 
of  science  and  scholarship  did  not  suffer,  although 
the  students  might  feel  more  sympathy  for  a  pro- 
fessor freely  selected  by  the  University  Council  than 
for  one  appointed  by  the  Government. 

Professors  by  Government  Appointment. 

But  matters  are  quite  different  nowadays.  The 
ranks  of  competent  men  have  been  thinned  by  suc- 
cessive removals,  while  the  prevailing  system,  which 
is  calculated  to  stifle  every  manifestation  of  life  and 
ability,  has  prevented  the  formation  of  a  body  of 
worth}'  succt- ssors.  The  new  Professors  by  Govern- 
ment appointment  only  enjoy  a  reputation  for 
plagiarism,  and  either  have  to  lecture  in  empty  halls 
or  have  to  be  protected  by  the  police  fiom  insults  at 
the  hands  of  their  indignant  listeners,  who  are 
forcibly  driven  to  attend  their  uninstructive  lectures. 

While  even  such  a  bureaucratic  Reactionary  as  the 
late  Minister,  A.  L.  Delyanoff,  had  sufficient  respect 
for  scholarship  co  refuse  the  police  demand  for  the 
dismissal  of  Professor  A.  L.  Tchuproff,  during  the 
past  few  years  a  number  of  professors  of  the  highest 
merit  and  reputation  have  been  replaced  by  medi- 
ocrities, who  make  up  for  their  lack  of  scholarly 
equipment  by  the  profession  of  "  Real  Russian  "  prin- 
ciples. The  oldest  and  the  most  famous  of  Russian 
universities,  that  of  Moscow,  has  thus  lost  half  its 
teaching  staff,  to  say  nothing  of  the  ruin  of  pro- 
vincial universities,  such  as  that  of  Saratov,  or  the 
abomination  of  desolation  witnessed  at  Odessa. 

From  St.  Petersburg  University  itself  such  celebri- 
ties as  Professors  Pergament  and  Pokrovsksy  have 
been  removed,  while  unknown  time-servers  have 
been  preferred  to  such  distinguished  nominees  of 
the  faculty  as  MM.  Tugan-Baranovsky  and  Deru- 
jinsky. 

"  Iehabod." 

M.  Kasso  has  in  his  regular  war  against  the  uni- 
versities easily  beaten  the  record  of  his  predecessor, 
M.  Schwartz,  who  was  supposed  to  have  reached  the 
limit  of  repression.  The  latest  exploit  of  this  "  Real 
Russian  of  the  Moldavian  era,"  to  use  the  designation 
given  to  him  by  Prince  Trubetskoy,  has  even  excited 
the  displeasure  of  the  organ  of  the  ultra-Nationalists, 
the  Svyet,  which  remarks": — "  The  glory  of  St.  Peters- 
burg University  has  departed.  All  that  once  consti- 
tuted the  pride  of  that  university  has  been  driven  ouK 
thanks  to  the  policy  so  persistently  pursued  by  L.  A. 
Kasso.  The  Minister  has  not  even  spared  such  an 
eminent  authority  of  European  repute  as  Senator 
Foynitsky,  whom  he  has  dismissed  on  a  formal 
pretext.  And  yet  it  is  Professor  Foynitsky  who  has 
raised  the  study  of  Criminal  Procedure  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  St.  Petersburg  to  a  height  which  remains 
unrivalled  in  that  respect  by  any  other  Russian 
university." 


MUTINY    CHARGE  DROPPED. 


In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  St. 
Petersburg,  the  authorities  at  Sebastopol  have  with- 
drawn the  accusation  brought  by  the  police  against 
138  sailors  of  the  Black  Sea  Fleet,  on  the  ground  of 
insufficient  evidence.  The  sailors  had  been  charged 
with  having  formed  a  conspiracy  for  the  overthrow 
of  the  existing  order  of  government. 
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THE    PATH    TO  FREEDOM 


Yesterday  week  was  the  Russian  New  Year's 
Day,  and  the  Russian  papers  celebrated  the  occa- 
sion by  reviewing  the  events  of  the  preceding- 
twelve  months  and  taking  stock  of  the  present 
position  of  affairs  in  the  Empire.  Although  the 
Novoe  Vremija  affects  a  certain  degree  of  satis- 
faction with  things  as  they  are,  and  cultivates  a 
somewhat  noisy  optimism  which  does  not  seem 
to  ring  quite  true,  the  great  majority  of  the 
Russian  journals,  and  more  particularly  those 
which  are  of  a  Progressive  tendency,  couch 
their  observations  in  terms  of  almost  unquali- 
fied despondency.  The  sins  of  commission  and 
omission  of  which  the  Administration  has  been 
guilty  during  1912  are  paraded  with  damning 
effect,  and  search  is  made  in  vain  for  any  sign 
which  might  indicate  the  coming  of  a  new  and 
better  order.  The  latest  official  act  of  import- 
ance— the  change  at  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior — is  hardly  calculated  to  inspire  the 
hope  that  reform  will  come  from  Government 
initiative,  and  it  is  recognised  that  wha1,  must  be 
done  for  the  people  must  be  done  by  the  people. 
That  is  a  conviction  the  truth  of  which  every 
close  student  of  contemporary  Russian  affairs 
must  force  himself  to  acknowledge.  There  is 
not  a  man  among  the  ruling  classes  in  Russia 
to-day — no  man,  at  least,  of  any  power  or  influ- 
ence—  who  is  prepared  to  make  the  common 
interests  of  the  country  his  own  ;  if  such  a 
statesman  did  arise,  the  present  system  would 
ensure  his  speedy  fall.  Even  the  Duma,  how- 
ever Progressive  its  majority  might  be,  could  not 
of  itself  effect  the  vital  changes  that  are  required 
in  Russian  life  ;  if  it  should  come  to  a  straight 
fight  between  the  Duma  and  the  bureaucracy — 
between,  on  the  one  hand,  a  body  that  is  bound 
and  gagged  by  the  Government  and  stifled  by  the 
Council  of  State,  and,  on  the  other,  the  mighty 
interests  of  the  official  classes,  with  all  their 
arbitrary  powers  of  administration  — there  is  no 
question  which  side  would  win.  By  itself  the  I 
representative  assembly  can,  under  present  con- 
ditions, do  little  or  nothing.  If  the  battle  is  to 
be  fought  in  real  earnest,  and  the  victory  won, 
the  voice  of  the  people  must  be  heard  issuing 
from  a  hundred  million  throats  at  once,  and  not 
out  of  the  mouths  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  deputies 
at  the  Taurida  Palace,  however  effective  their 
powers  of  utterance  may  be. 

In  making  these  reflections  we  have  no  desire 
to  be  regarded  as  offering  incitements  to  violent 
and  bloody  methods  of  revolution ;  in  the 
shedding  of  blood  the  bureaucracy,  it  need  hardly 
be  said,  are  infinitely  more  adept  than  the  pro- 
tagonists of  reform  can  ever  hope  to  be,  and  the 
fight  would  be  waged  with  the  weapons  all 
on  one  side.  But  every  day  it  becomes  more  and 
more  evident  that  revolution  there  must  be,  that 
without  a  revolution  no  radical  and  permanent 
change  can  be  achieved.  It  was  so  eight  years 
ago,  and  which  of  us  will  dare  to  condemn  the 
methods  that  were  then  employed,  or  the  high 
virtue  of  their  purpose  ?  As  the  result  of  the 
movement  of  1904-5,  substantial  promises  of  far- 
reaching  reform  were  wrung  from  the  rulers  of 
the  country.  A  Parliament  was  set  up  to  enlarge 
and  consolidate  the  new-won  liberties  of  the 
people.  But  while  the  Duma,  confronted  by  the 
undisguised   intention   of    the   bureaucracy  to 
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prevent  the  fulfilment  of  the  Government's 
solemn  pledges,  was  engaged  in  a  life-and-death 
struggle  witli  the  forces  of  Reaction,  the  coffers 
of  a  bankrupt  officialdom  were  replenished  with 
gold  from  Western  Europe,  and  the  success 
of  the  counter-revolution,  which  cost  the  lives 
of  thousands  of  Russian  citizens,  was  made 
possible.  The  Duma  was  virtually  destroyed, 
and  the  October  Manifesto  to  which  the  Tsar  had 
put  his  name  was  trampled  in  the  dust.  This 
means  that  the  work  that  was  carried  out  eight 
years  ago  now  has  to  be  clone  all  over  again,  and 
in  circumstances  of  far  greater  difficulty.  Then 
the  Government,  embarrassed  by  a  ruinous  war 
abroad,  had  no  money  with  which  to  wage  a 
successful  domestic  war  of  suppression  ;  to-day 
Russian  credit  is  set  upon  its  feet,  and  when 
funds  are  running  low  it  is  found  a  comparatively 
easy  matter  to  negotiate  a  loan.  Against  the 
urgent  demands  and  Liwful  aspirations  of  the 
Russian  people  are  arrayed  forces,  both  within 
and  without  the  Empire,  immeasurably  more 
powerful  than  those  which  were  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government  at  the  outbreak  of  the  last 
revolution.  For  this  reason  it  is  certain  that 
nothing  less  compelling  than  the  methods  that 
were  employed  then  will  lead  to  victory  to-day 
or  in  the  near  future. 

Upon  the  ways  and  means  by  which  a  bloodless 
revolution  can  be  accomplished  it  is  unnecessary 
for  us  to  dwell  now  :  IV?  .  oatstandhig  feature  of 
the  previous  movement,  it  will  be  remembered, 
was  a  general  strike,  which  must  alwa}Ts  be  one 
of  the  most  legitimate  and  effective  weapons  in 
the  hands  of  a  down- trodden  proletariat.  Such 
a  campaign  cannot  be  elaborated  and  carried 
through  in  a  moment ;  except  under  particularly 
favourable  conditions,  a  considerable  period  is 
required  for  organisation.  It  may  be  that  just 
at  present  the  Russian  people  is  not  ready  to 
strike.  In  any  case  it  must  be  realised — and 
we  should  be  wilfully  shutting  our  eyes  to 
the  most  vital  facts  of  the  situation  if  we 
refused  to  realise — that  in  its  present  state 
the  Duma  is  not  an  effective  instrument  of 
reform.  It  performs,  in  concert  with  the  Press, 
a  very  useful  service  in  crystallising  and 
expressing  the  desires  of  the  nation,  but  to  these 
desires  it  is  practically  impotent  to  give  living 
form  and  shape.  Probably  it  will  be  the  Duma 
from  which  will  come  the  immediate  cause  and 
signal  for  the  conflict  that  is  bound  to  arise,  but 
the  brunt  of  the  struggle  must  inevitably  be 
borne  by  the  peasant  and  the  workman.  The 
decisive  trial  of  strength  may  not  come  to  pass 
this  year  or  the  next,  but  it  is  nevertheless 
clearly  in  sight.  Throughout  the  country,  and 
in  every  department  of  activity,  the  forces  that 
make  for  progress  are  bestirring  themselves  and 
girding  up  their  loins.  New  elements  of  opposi- 
tion are  coming  into  existence,  old  elements  are 
being  revived  ;  and  when  at  last  the  blow  for 
freedom  is  struck,  those  who  direct  it  will  see 
that  the  old  bureaucratic  order  is  swept  away 
root  and  branch,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  hope 
or  prospect  of  its  restoration. 


The  Acting-Governor  of  Kiev  has,  by  administra- 
tive process,  ordered  214  students  of  the  Kiev  Poly- 
technic Institute  to  pay  a  fine  of  three  roubles  or  go 
to  prison  for  two  days  for  having  attended  an 
unauthorised  meeting  held  on  the  premises  of  the 
institute. 
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POLITICAL  AMNESTY  DEMANDED. 

Suggestion  for  Celebrating  the  Romanoff 
Tercentenary. 


The  Town  Councils  of  Krasnoyarsk,  in  Siberia, 
and  of  Ekaterinodar,  in  the  Caucasus,  have  passed 
resolutions  demandingthat,  in  connection  with  the  ter- 
centenary of  the  Romanoff  dynasty,  the  Government 
shall  celebrate  the  event  by  the  grant  of  an  amnesty 
to  political  offenders. 

On  this  subject  the  Retch  says  : — 

"  Among  the  exiles  and  the  deported  are  to  be 
found  men  of  whom  Russia  is  proud,  and  whose 
absence  is  felt  by  the  country  as  a  grave  wound 
inflicted  upon  our  culture. 

"We  cannot  forget  that  Gorky,  Balmont,  Minsky, 
Bogutcharsky,  and  many,  many  others  are  absent 
from  their  country,  and  are  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  fruitful  work  for  it.  The  Town 
Councillors  of  Krasnoyarsk  and  Ekaterinodar  have 
expressed  the  thoughts  and  sentiments  of  millions  of 
Russians.  We  have  all  of  us  been  caught,  in  one 
way  or  another,  by  the  mighty  storm  that  has 
swept  over  Russia.  Each  of  us  has  relatives  and 
friends,  near  and  dear  to  us,  who  have  suffered  from 
the  blind  fury  of  the  recent  storm.  And  if  the  new 
year  restores  those  sufferers  to  our  midst,  we  shall 
all  bless  alike  the  current  year  and  the  noble  act. 

"  Russia  is  waiting  for  an  amnesty,  and  we  are 
fain  to  believe  that  this  hope  will  be  realised." 


THE   COUNCIL  OF  STATE. 


Illiberal     Attitude     towards  Duma 
Measures. 


While  the  Duma  has  been  enjoying  the  Christmas 
recess,  the  Council  of  State  has  been  dealing  with 
measures  sent  up  to  it  by  the  third  Duma,  and 
has  been  displaying  its  usual  illiberal  bias.  For 
instance,  it  curtailed  the  benefits  of  the  Employees' 
Holidays  Bill  to  such  an  extent  that  even  M. 
Timasheff,  the  Minister  of  Commerce,  had  to  point 
out,  though  in  vain,  that  an  amendment  introduced 
by  his  Excellency  General  Gurko,  of  flour  contract 
fame,  actually  places  employees  in  a  worse  position 
than  they  are  at  present. 

Another  measure  upon  which  a  Select  Committee 
of  the  Council  of  State  has  been  exercising  its  talents 
is  the  Cantonal  Zemstvo  Bill,  passed  by  the  third 
Duma  with  a  view  to  extending  local  self-govern- 
ment to  smaller  country  units  than  the  government 
and  district. 

The  Committee's  report  on  this  Bill  deprives 
women  of  the  local  franchise  which  was  granted 
them  by  the  Duma.  It  also  deprives  the  Cantonal 
Zemstvo  Assemblies  themselves  of  the  right  to 
appoint  sub-committees  to  deal  with  economic 
questions,  to  provide  legal  aid  to  the  population,  &c. 
The  moderate  property  qualification  for  the  fran- 
chise fixed  by  the  Duma  is  increased  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  of  State,  which  disfranchises 
all  those  who  do  not  own  at  least  eight  dessiatins 
of  land.  In  place  of  an  institution  of  a  collegiate 
character,  in  the  shape  of  a  Cantonal  Zemstvo 
Executive,  the  Committee  substitutes  the  single 
authority  of  the  cantonal  elder.  It  even  goes  so  far 
as  to  strike  the  very  word  "  Zemstvo  "  out  of  the 
Bill,  as  if  bent  on  showing  that  the  contemplated 
reform  must  be  reduced  to  an  administrative  measure 
which  merely  changes  the  form  of  the  existing  state 
of  things  in  order  not  to  infringe  on  the  present 
authority  of  the  Land  Captains,  which  was  established 
in  the  reign  of  Alexander  III. 


At  Aleixandrovsk,  in  the  government  of  Ekateri- 
noslav,  the  police  have  prohibited  a  cinematographic 
display  consisting  of  incidents  illustrating  the  life  of 
the  late  Count  Tolstoy. 

At  Kutais,  in  Transcaucasia,  the  police  have  con- 
fiscated 2,800  copies  of  the  latest  edition  of  Tsereteli's 
poems.  The  author,  who  is  an  octogenarian,  is  the 
oldest  living  Georgian  poet,  and  now  resides  in 
St.  Petersburg. 
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THE    PRESS  CENSORSHIP. 


Chaotic   Character  of  the  Present 
Regulations. 


Even  the  Ni  voe  Vremya  has  now  become  con- 
vinced of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  Russian 
Press,  and  devotes  an  article  to  the  chaotic  state  of 
the  Censorship  department. 

The  Statute  on  the  Censorship  and  the  Press  is 
contained  in  Vol.  XIV.  of  the  Code  of  Laws,  but 
nearly  all  its  articles  are  marked  "altered "  or 
"abolished."  Article  114  has  escaped  abolition,  but 
it  has  become  amplified  by  the  addition,  in  the  form 
of  a  Note,  of  the  Temporary  Press  Regulations  of 
1905,  together  with  the  Supplementary  Regulations 
of  1906.  The  patched-up  Statute,  composed  as  it  is 
of  legislative  odds  and  ends,  is  in  many  respects  in 
flagrant  contradiction  to  various  clauses  of  the  Note 
to  Article  114,  as  well  as  to  such  fragments  of  the 
old  Statute  as  are  still  in  force.  No  wonder,  then, 
that  there  is  no  unity  or  coherence  in  the  acts  of  the 
Central  Press  Department  or  of  its  subordinate 
authorities. 

The  confusion  becomes  worse  confounded  owing 
to  the  application  of  the  Penal  Code  to  literary  and 
journalistic  matters  with  which  it  is  quite  unsuited  to 
deal.  In  order  to  appreciate  this  anomaly,  it  must 
be  pointed  out  that  the  Penal  Regulations  date  from 
a  time  when  no  book  or  paper  could  go  to  press  at 
all  unless  the  manuscript  or  the  proofs  had  pre- 
viously been  passed  by  the  Censor,  so  that  there 
never  was,  in  ordinary  circumstances,  any  necessity 
or  even  any  possibility  of  punishing  Press  offences 
after  publication. 

According  to  law,  the  Central  Press  Department, 
established  in  1865,  is  composed  of  the  head  of  the 
Department  and  his  Council.  The  latter's  role,  how- 
ever, has  been  cut  down  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
has  not  heen  convened  once  during  the  last  six 
years.  The  decisions  of  the  Department  thus  passed 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Council  would  not  be 
pronounced  legally  valid  if  brought  before  the 
Senate.  The  local  bureaus  of  the  Press  Department 
still  work  under  the  "  Temporary  "  Regulations  of 
1865  and  1906,  while  their  procedure  is  not  regulated 
by  any  fixed  law. 

In  former  times  the  oppressive  character  of  the 
Censorship  was  occasionally  mitigated  owing  to  the 
literary  or  scholarly  attainments  of  the  Censors 
themselves.  Indeed,  in  the  'sixties  the  Censorship 
could  still  boast  of  counting  among  its  staff  such 
eminent  poets  as  Apollo  Maykoff ,  Theodore  Tiutcheff, 
and  Jacob  Polonsky.  Now,  however,  the  Press 
Department  is  exclusively  recruited  from  officials 
who  have  nothing  in  common  with  literature.  A 
change  for  the  worse  was  foreshadowed  about  forty 
years  ago  with  the  appointment  of  General  Shid- 
Iovsky  as  head  of  the  Department.  This  gentleman's 
first  literary  reform  consisted  in  imposing  a  per- 
emptory prohibition  on  all  his  subordinates  against 
the  growing  of  beards — a  habit  in  which  he  scented 
an  inclination  towards  Liberal  indulgence.  The 
gallant  General  enjoyed  but  a  brief  period  of  office, 
and  for  a  time  the  former  traditions  again  prevailed; 
but  deterioration  set  in  in  the  'nineties  under  the 
administration  of  V.  S.  Adikayevsky,  and  still  more 
so  under  that  of  A.V.  Belgard,  and  under  the  present 
conditions  of  pay  and  treatment  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  secure  an  able  and  worthy  staff. 

This  does  not,  of  course,  augur  well  for  the  liberal 
character  of  the  new  Press  Bill,  which  is  now  being 
drawn  up  in  the  seclusion  of  the  offices  of  the  Press 
Department  without  any  reference  to  experts  among 
men  of  letters,  journalists,  publishers,  or  even  cen- 
sors. 


SUPPRESSION    OF    THE  PRESS. 


The  Oilcssa  Novosti  has  been  fined  300  roubles  for 
the  publication  of  an  article  entitled  "  Ministerial 
Changes,"  commenting  on  the  appointment  of  a  new 
Minister  of  the  Interior. 

The  (iolos  Libavy  has  been  fined  300  roubles  for 
reprinting  an  article  from  the  Retch  dealing  with 
M.  Makaroff's  resignation.  This  paper,  upon  which 
fines  have  been  showered  profusely,  has  now  had  to 
cease  publication  after  three  years'  existence. 


THE   ASSASSINATION    OF  M. 
STOLYPIN. 

Imperial  sanction  has  been  given  to  the  decision 
of  the  First  Department  of  the  Council  of  State, 
committing  the  former  Assistant-Minister  of  the 
Interior,  <»eneral  Kourloff,  together  with  Colonel 
Spiridovitch,  Councillor  of  State  Verigtiin,  and  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Kulabko,  for  trial  before  the  Supreme  Court 
on  a  charge  of  neglect  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties,  which  resulted  in  "  grave  consequence0,"  or, 
in  less  official  language,  in  the  assassination  of  the 
late  Premier,  M.  Stolypin. 

The  trial  is  expected  to  take  place  in  a  month's 
time. 


CATHERINE  BRESHKOVSKY. 

An  Aged  Exile's  Sufferings  in  Siberia. 


At  Kirensk,  in  Siberia,  in  one  of  those  desolate 
regions  at  the  end  of  the  world  where  the  massacre 
of  innocent  workers  on  the  Lena  mines  took  place, 
there  is  a  little  house  which  six  armed  soldiers  guard 
day  and  night.  They  pace  to  and  fro  all  round  the 
humble  dwelling,  continually  peering  in  at  the 
windows  to  see  what  is  going  on  inside. 

This  is  the  abode  of  Mine.  Catherine  Breshkovsky, 
whom  all  Russia  knows  under  the  affectionate  name 
of  "Babushka"  (grandmother).  She  is  seventy  years 
old,  and  worn  out  with  rheumatism  and  other 
diseases.  She  walks  with  difficulty.  Nevertheless, 
when  she  gets  up  from  her  bed  to  shut  the  door 
which  the  wind  has  blown  open,  her  guards  at  once 
rush  forward,  as  if  afraid  that  this  aged  and  infirm 
woman  is  going  to  attempt  to  escape. 

A  Noble  Beformer. 

In  her  youth  she  was  beautiful  and  rich.  Like 
Prince  Peter  Kropotkin,  she  belongs  to  a  noble 
family.  Inspired  by  the  ideas  of  Chernychevsky 
that  were  then  prevalent,  she  desired  to  instruct  the 
peasants  in  the  principles  of  emancipation  ;  and  as 
all  the  moujiks  were  illiterate,  she  organised  a  circle 
for  giving  the  people  instruction  in  reading  and 
writing.  As  was  the  case  with  thousands  of  other 
noble  men  and  women,  this  landed  her  in  pri-on. 
When  she  was  released,  she  engaged  in  propaganda 
work  among  the  people,  and  after  three  months  of 
this  she  was  denounced  by  a  moujik  and  incarcerated 
in  the  fortress  of  Peter  and  Paul.  Here  she  passed 
four  years  in  solitary  confinement.  At  the  "  trial  of 
iQ3  "  she  was  sentenced  to  lifelong  exile  in  Siberia. 
For  making  an  attempt  to  escape  she  was  condemned 
to  penal  servitude.  Thus  she  passed  more  than 
twenty  years  in  exile.  Returning  to  Russia  at  the 
age  of  sixty,  she  resumed  her  crusade,  and  con- 
sistently preached  the  doctrine  of  enfranchisement 
among  the  peasants.  The  police  hunted  her  down, 
and  she  sought  refuge  first  in  Europe  and  then  in 
America.  Later  she  returned  to  Russia.  Once  again 
she  was  arrested,  and  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  she  was 
again  tried  and  sentenced  to  exile  for  life.  It  is  in 
order  to  prevent  her  fcom  escaping  again  that  the 
Russian  Government  subjects  her  to  such  inhuman 
treatment. 

Not  Allowed  a  Nurse. 

A  year  ago  a  young  Tibspital  nurse  came  to  attend 
the  invalid,  and  took  up  her  quarters  in  the  house. 
It  will  hardly  be  believed,  but  this  simple  fact  was 
sufficient  to  work  up  the  Kirensk  authorities  into  a 
state  of  panic.  Here  is  what  Mme.  Breshkovsky 
herself  wrote  in  a  letter  published  in  the  Den,  a  St. 
Petersburg  paper  of  very  moderate  views,  and  in  no 
way  suspected  of  sympathy  for  the  revolutionary  or 
even  for  the  "  advanced  woman  "  movement  : — 

"  Yesterday  the  person  who  has  attended  me  during 
my  illness— Catherine  Grigorievna — was  summoned 
to  the  police  bureau  ;  there  she  was  placed  under 
arrest  and  sent  to  prison.  Although  she  possesses  a 
passport  permitting  her  to  reside  anywhere  in  the 
district  of  Kirensk,  she  was  sent  to  the  village 
of  Makarovsky,  on  the  borders  of  an  almost 
uninhabited  region.  That  will  teach  her  to  be  a 
professional  nurse  !  And  yet  there  is  scarcely  any 
one  in  the  world  more  modest  and  kind  than  this 
charming  young  girl.'' 

The  sufferings  inflicted  upon  the  old  woman  of 
seventy  have  been  described  by  M.  Prugavin  in  the 
Vyestnik  Europy,  a  leading  review  which  is  edited  by 
Professor  Maxim  Kovalevsky.  Nothing  more  moving 
than  this  narrative  could  well  be  imagined.  Even  if 
the  scenes  he  describes  were  ancient  history,  one 
could  not  help  experiencing  a  thrill  of  horror.  But 
it  is  actually  an  account  of  what  is  taking  place  at 
the  present  moment.    He  writes  : — 

"  Down  there,  right  down  there  at  Kirensk,  an  old 
woman,  who  has  all  her  life  through  struggled  for  the 
welfare  of  her  people,  passes  her  days  bedridden  in  a 
poor  hut,  without  fire,  without  attention,  without 
tender  care,  guarded  day  and  night  by  six  rough 
Cossacks." 

And  the  Den  asks  : — 

"  When  shall  we,  who  talk  of  freeing  all  the  Slavs 
of  the  East,  resolve  to  demand  the  liberation  of  this 
old  woman,  who  is  also  a  Slav  ?  " 

Next  month  Russia  will  be  celebrating  the  tercen- 
tenary of  the  Romanoff  dynasty.  From  all  quarters 
comes  the  demand  for  a  general  amnesty.  In  default 
of  such  an  indulgence,  for  which  one  cannot  hope, 
can  there  not  be  proclaimed  an  amnesty  for  those 
men  and  women  who  have  already  sufficiently 
expiated  the  crime  of  having  striven  for  the  common 
good,  with  no  thought  of  self ,  and  can  they  not  be 
allowed,  if  not  to  live,  at  least  to  die  in  freedom  ? 


The  Governor's  Commission  on  rural  affairs  in 
Podolia  has  deprived  six  Jews  belonging  to  the  town- 
let  of  Varugui  of  ground  which  they  purchased  and 
built  upon  thirty  years  ago. 


1912    AND  AFTER 

Russian  Newspapers  Take  Stock  of 
the  Position. 


New  Year's  Day,  which  was  celebrated  in  Russia 
on  Tuesday  in  last  week,  was  made  by  most  of  the 
newspapers  the  occasion  for  publishing  retrospects 
of  191 2  and  reviewing  the  present  position.  We 
give  quotations  from  articles  published  in  some  of 
the  more  important  journals. 

"  All  attempts  to  draw  a  magic  circle  round  Russia 
are  doomed  to  inevitable  failure.  It  is  onlv  the 
bureaucracy  itself  that  locks  itself  up  in  the  magic 
circle,  while  the  country  goes  beyond  it,  and  eagerly 
pushes  forward." — Reich. 

"  Behind  the  external  immobility  and  stability  of 
the  old  order  something  new  is  arising,  developing, 
and  gaining  in  strength — something  organic  which 
cannot  live  with  that  which  forms  the  essence  of  the 
'  old  happiness  ' — namely,  with  arbitrary  rule,  right- 
lessness,  and  oppression." — Rttsskia  Vycdomosti. 

"  The  deputies  of  the  fourth  Duma  are  tied  hand 
and  foot,  since  all  of  them  are  at  any  moment  liable 
to  be  prosecuted  for  discussing  and  voting.  To 
restore  the  deputies'  freedom  of  speech,  which  has 
been  interpreted  away,  must  be  the  first  and  fore- 
most task  of  the  fourth  Duma.  Unless  the  tribune  of 
the  Duma  regains  full  liberty,  the  Duma  itself  will 
become  not  only  colourless,  but  utterly  lost." — 
Russkoe  Slovo. 

"The  close  of  the  year  was  marked  by  the  retire- 
ment of  A.  A.  Makaroff  and  the  appointment  of  N.  A. 
Maklakoff.  Whether  this  change  of  persons  involves 
an  alteration  in  the  domestic  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  future  alone  will  show.  There  is,  at  any 
rate,  very  little  ground  for  sanguine  hopes.  Even 
under  the  new  Minister  there  remain  the  same 
unsatisfactory  organs  of  administration,  the  sime 
'autonomous  '  Governors,  and  the  same  Duma  which 
cannot  set  to  work." — Golos  Moskvy. 

The  Ministerial  View. 

"  The  New  Year  coincides  with  the  beginning  of 
work  by  the  new  Duma.  We  cannot  but  couple  our 
wishes  for  the  New  Year  with  the  aspiration  that  the 
Duma  may  devote  less  time  to  political  utterances 
and  more  time  to  work.  Political  manifestations  will 
give  the  country  nothing  new,  or,  at  any  rate,  will 
clear  up  nothing.  All  that  is  really  useful  and  need- 
ful to  the  country  can  only  be  attained  by  concentrated 
serious  work  that  keeps  aloof  from  an  exaggerated 
spirit  of  party,  and  especially  from  party  intoler- 
ance."— Rossia. 

"If  one  were  asked  whether  the  year  just  ended 
has  been  for  Russia  a  year  of  growth,  movement,  and 
political  development,  or  a  year  of  decay,  making  for 
political  decrepitude  and  dissolution,  could  there  be 
found  any  pessimist  hopeless  enough  to  doubt  of  the 
growth  and  vitality  of  Russia?" — Novoe  Vremya. 


THE   BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


Rumour  of  a  New  Indictment  against 
Beilis. 

It  is  reported  from  Kiev  that  the  Examining 
Magistrate,  who  has  once  more  interrogated  all  the 
previous  witnesses  in  the  Yuschinsky  case,  besides 
those  mentioned  in  the  revelations  made  by  M. 
Brazul-Brushkovsky,  has  handed  over  to  the  Public 
Prosecutor's  office  the  whole  material  of  the  prelimi- 
nary inquiry,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  up  a  report 
in  favour  of  committing  Beilis  on  the  charge  of 
"  ritual  murder.''  The  new  indictment  is  to  be  drawn 
up  by  the  present  Public  Prosecutor  of  the  District 
Court  of  Mohilev,  M.  Lashkareff,  who  was  formerly 
Assistant  Public  Prosecutor  at  the  Court  of  Kiev, 
and  drew  up  the  first  indictment  against  Beilis. 

The  trial,  it  is  said,  is  to  take  place  at  Kiev,  while 
in  the  new  indictment  the  "ritual''  nature  of  the 
alleged  crime  is  to  be  more  accentuated. 

It  is  said  that  the  final  decision  to  place  Beilis  on 
trial  on  a  charge  of  "  ritual "  murder,  whereas  the 
offence  was  not  so  characterised  in  the  quashed 
indictment,  is  chiefly  due  to  the  weight  laid  by  the 
Government  on  the  views  of  the  former  Reman 
Catholic  priest  Pianaytis,  which  are  more  to  the 
liking  of  the  authorities  than  the  official  report  of  the 
committee  of  Christian  theologians  appointed  by 
the  Examining  Magistrate,  M.  Mashkevitch,  and 
presided  over  by  Professor  Troitsky. 

Some  twenty  years  ago  Pranaytis  published  a  work 
entitled  The  Christian  in  /he  Jewish  Talmud ;  or,  the 
Mystery  of  the  Rabbinical  Teaching  about  Christians 
Revealed.  In  a  preface  he  declared  his  readiness  to 
undergo  martyrdom  at  the  hands  of  the  Jews,  who, 
he  alleges,  had  threatened  him  witli  death  under 
torture  in  case  he  should  dare  to  publish  his  revela- 
tions. 

Now  Pranaytis,  who  has  been  refused  the  oppor- 
tunity of  martyrdom,  enjoys  the  position  of  an  expert 
for  the  accusation  on  the  Beilis  case. 
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To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great 
sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Ceom- 

WRLL  ON  THE  PERSECUTION  OF  THE  VaUDOIS. 


NOTES. 


The  Amnesty  Proposal. 

In  a  few  weeks'  time  Russia  will  be  celebrating 
the  tercentenary  of  the  Romanoffs.  It  is  known 
that  the  Tsar  has  this  commemoration  very 
much  at  heart,  and  is  anxious  that  it  shall  be 
held  in  a  manner  altogether  worthy  of  the  occa- 
sion. It  has  been  suggested  in  certain  quarters — 
and  the  suggestion  has  been  enthusiastically 
taken  up  in  others — that  it  would  be  a  striking 
act  of  grace  to  mark  the  festival  by  proclaiming 
a  general  amnesty  for  political  offenders.  Apart 
from  its  inherent  justice,  the  idea  is  one  that 
should  commend  itself  on  less  humanitarian 
,  grounds  to  a  ruler  in  the  position  of  Nicholas  II. 
Such  an  indulgence  would  persuade  that  large 
section  of  the  Russian  people  which  is  crying  out 
for  reforms  that  the  Tsar  is  not  against  them, 
and  that  the  Monarchy  is  not  one  of  the  institu- 
tions which  must  be  razed  before  the  path  to 
freedom  can  be  won.  The  memory  of  "  Red 
Sunday  "  has  not  yet  been  wiped  out,  and  pro- 
bably never  will  be  ;  but  the  grant  of  an  amnesty 
would  at  any  rate  tone  down  the  blackness  of 
that  awful  record. 


Siberian  Tragedies. 

There  is  also  the  point  of  view  of  the  thou- 
sands of  men  and  women  who  are  in  prison  or  in 
exile  for  their  political  faith.  In  other  countries 
the  great  majority  of  these  would  not  be 
accounted  offenders  at  all,  while  many  of  them 
would  be  enjoying  positions  of  influence  and 
honour.  One  could  name  British  Cabinet 
Ministers  who,  had  they  been  born  in  Russia 
and  preached  there  the  doctrines  they  practise 
here,  would  beyond  all  doubt  have  found  them- 
selves in  Siberia,  where  they  would  be  under- 
going the  most  terrible  sufferings.  Last  week 
we  gave  the  tragic  history  of  M.  Chernychevsky, 
one  of  the  greatest  pioneers  of  reform  and  one 
of  the  noblest  characters  Russia  has  produced. 
This  week  we  draw  attention  to  the  case  of  Mme. 
Breshkovsky,  who  sought  to  raise  the  Russian 
peasants  from  slavery,  and  who  in  consequence  is 
now,  an  ailing  woman,  seventy  years  of  age,  guarded 
day  and  night  by  Cossacks  in  a  Siberian  tomb. 
Such  cases  are  only  too  common  ;  but  it  is  only 
here  and  there  that  public  attention  is  directed  to 
them.  If  some  of  them,  at  least,  can  be  restored 
to  liberty,  a  signal  act  of  reparation  will  have 
been  performed,  and  the  Romanoff  dynasty  on 
its  three  hundredth  anniversary  will  stand 
higher  in  the  public  esteem  than  it  does  to-day. 


The  Minister  and  the  Law. 

At  the  official  reception  of  his  staff  and 
subordinates  of  every  rank  the  new  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  M.  Maklakoff,  declared  that  he 
would  make  the  observation  of  the  laws  the 
guiding  principle  of  his  administration.  An 
announcement  of  the  intention  to  keep  within 
the  bounds  of  the  law  on  the  part  of  the  head  of 
a  Government  Department  might  sound  strange 
and  superfluous  to  foreigners.    In  Russia,  how- 


ever, the  law  is  so  much  more  often  flouted  than 
honoured  by  the  Government  that  the  public 
remains  incredulous,  and  even  the  Reactionary 
Press  looks  upon  M. '  Maklakoff" s  declaration 
merely  as  a  pious  wish  whose  fulfilment  would 
make  life  a  Paradise. 

The  Obstinate  Commune. 

The  current   number    of  the  Contemporary 
"Review  contains  an  instructive  and  well-informed 
article  by  M.  Lebedeff  on  the  subject  of  communal 
land-tenure    in  Russia  and  the  Government's 
attempts  to  effect   its;  abolition.     Facts  and 
figures,  culled  from  official  and  other  authori- 
tative sources,  are  given,  which  show  that  the 
schema   foisted  upon  the  country  by  the  late 
M.  Stolypin  has  utterly  failed  to  achieve  its  pur- 
pose.   It  is  true  that  up  to  June  1st,  1911,  23  per 
cent,  of  all  the  heads  Of  communal  households 
in  Russia  had  notified  their  desire  to  leave  their 
respective  communes  ;  but  of  these  only  16  per 
cent,  had  actually  adopted  as  personal  property 
the  land  they    owned  in  the  mir.  Moreover, 
when  the  facts  are  more  closely  analysed,  the 
failure  is  seen  to  be  even  more  striking.    One  of 
the  necessary  steps  towards  free  and  independent 
landownership  is  the  redistribution  of  the  scat- 
tered strips  into  which  the  communal  lands  are 
divided  and  the  formation  of  compact  blocks  of 
property;  up  to  January  1st,  1911,  only  8  per 
cent,  of  the  communal  householders  in  European 
Russia  had  applied  to  the  Land  Commissions  for 
such  a  redistribution,  and  the  number  of  those 
who  actually  received  their  lands  in  one  block 
represented  no  more  than  2  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  community.  For  the  twenty-two  provinces  of 
European  Russia  which  represent  the  real  strong- 
hold of  communal  life,  and  where  nearly  96  per 
cent,  of  all  the   peasants  live  under  communal 
land-tenure,  the  figures  are  even  more  illumi- 
nating.   Here  only  ld'7  per  cent,  of  the  house- 
holds have  taken  the  first  non-committal  step, 
while  less  than  2  per  cent,  have  actually  left  the 
mir. 

Why  the  Stolypin  Scheme  Has  Failed. 

Thus,  in  spite  of  all  the  pressure  which  the 
Government  has  brought  to  bear  in  order  to 
induce  the  peasants  to  leave  the  commune,  the 
old  system  has  been  broken  down  to  but  a  very 
insignificant  extent ;  practically,  it  is  only  in 
those  places  where  communal  ownership  was 
already  in  decay  that  the  work  of  destruction 
has  met  with  any  perceptible  success.  The 
antipathy  displayed  by  the  peasants  towards  the 
Stolypin  law  arises  largely  from  the  fact  that,  in 
their  present  poverty-stricken  condition,  they  are 
much  better  off  under  the  commirnal  system. 
Beyond  this,  however,  the  new  scheme  has 
suffered  considerably  from  the  fact  that  it  is 
suspected — and  with  good  reason — of  being  a 
political  move  rather  than  a  sincere  attempt  at 
improving  agricultural  conditions.  As  M.  Lebe- 
deff puts  it : — 

"The  Government  decided  to  create  amongst 
the  peasants  a  new  class  of  conservative  and  eco- 
nomically strong  individual  proprietors  in  order 
to  check  the  Socialistic  tendencies  of  the  mir, 
which  were  held  responsible  for  the  attitude  of 
the  peasants'   representatives  in  the  first  and 
second  Dumas." 
In  1910   M.  Stolypin  and  M.  Krivoshein  (the 
Minister  of  Agriculture)  reported  to  the  Tsar 
that    "  at   present   the   principal  aim  of  the 
agrarian  policy  must  be,  not  to  increase  the 
quantity  of  land  already  in  possession  of  the 
peasants,  but  to  introduce  order  in  the  peasant 
households."    But  one  of  the  professed  objects 
of  the  scheme,  at  its  original  inception,  was  to 
improve  the  lot  of  the  peasants  by  giving  them 
facilities  for  increasing  their  pitifully  inadequate 
holdings.    Obviously,  then,  in  its  actual  opera- 
tion the  Agrarian  Law  has  been  used  merely 
as  a  weapon  to  assist  the  cause  of  political  reac- 
tion, and  its  failure  can  cause  neither  surprise 
nor  regret. 


A  "  Blood  Libel  "  Rumour. 

It  is  reported  that  a  new  official  indictment  is 
to  be  drawn  up  against  Beilis,  who  for  nearly  two 
years  has  been  kept  in  prison  on  suspicion  of 
having  murdered  the  boy  Yu3chinsky  for  the 
purpose  of  using  his  blood  in  connection  with  the 
Jewish  Passover  celebration ;  and  it  is  stated 
that  in  this  document  the  "  ritual "  character  of 
the  alleged  crime  will  be  strongly  emphasised. 
If  the  rumour  proves  correct  (and  we  should  be 
failing  in  our  duty  if  we  did  not  draw  attention 
to  it),  the  Russian  Government,  which  is  respon- 
sible for  the  prosecution,  will  have  succeeded  in 
covering  itself  with  imperishable  ignominy.  After 
the  unqualified  protests  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  most  civilised  communities  against  the 
popular  dissemination  of  the  atrocious  "blood 
libel,"  its  official  adoption  in  St.  Petersburg  will 
stamp  the  Adminisfration  as  perhaps  the  most 
barbarous  known  to  history.  Even  in  the  dark 
records  of  the  Middle  Ages  there  is  to  be  found 
no  parallel  for  such  a  proceeding,  which  can  only 
be  described  as  the  transformation  of  a  degrad- 
ing and  almost  extinct  popular  superstition  into 
an  article  of  officially  established  belief.  For 
the  sake  of  their  own  reputation,  the  Russian 
authorities  should  lose  no  time  in  declaring  the 
rumour  to  be  baseless. 


Fraudulent  Bankruptcies. 

We  have  on  previous  occasions  drawn  atten- 
tion to  the  scandal  of  the  Russian  bankruptcy 
law,  which  allows  unlimited  opportunities  for 
successful  fraud  to  unscrupulous  traders  desirous 
of  escaping  their  financial  obligations.  It  was 
recently  intimated  by  Sir  Edward  Grey,  in 
answer  to  a  question  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  the  Russian  Government  was  about  to  intro- 
duce an  amending  measure  into  the  Duma,  and 
so  effect  a  much-needed  reform.  According, 
however,  to  a  letter  received  from  the  Moscow 
agent  of  an  English  firm,  which  is  quoted  in 
Truth,  the  Russian  Government  intends  to  take 
no  such  step.  The  Minister  of  Finance,  he  says, 
has  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  proposed  new 
measure  is  unacceptable  and  unnecessary, 
because  the  failures  that  have  occurred  are 
merely  of  a  chance  and  not  of  an  epidemic 
character.  This  assertion  of  the  Minister,  of 
course,  cannot  for  a  moment  be  accepted.  The 
Russian  law  affords  the  very  minimum  of 
security  to  creditors,  and  every  advantage  is 
taken  of  this  fact  by  a  large  section  of  the  trad- 
ing community.  When  it  is  stated  that  a  firm 
can  legally  get  rid  of  its  liabilities  merely  by 
taking  in  new  partners  or  by  changing  its  name, 
it  will  be  realised  how  great  the  temptation  to 
defraud  actually  is. 

The  Necessity  of  Reform. 

Moreover,  the  declaration  of  the  Minister  of 
Finance  is  in  flagrant  contradiction  to  a  state- 
ment made  about  a  year  ago  by  the  official  Trade 
and  Industry  Gazette  of  St.  Petersburg,  which 
we  quoted  at  the  time,  and  which  was  in  the 
following  terms  :— 

"To  take  advantage  of  every  depression  of  the 
market  to  improve  one's  business  position  bv 
means  of  premeditated  bankruptcy  has  unfortu- 
nately become  an  almost    distinctive  feature, 
especially  of  the  smaller  Russian  business  class." 
The  practical  effect  of  the  existing  law  with 
regard  to  bankruptcy  in  Russia  is,  indeed,  to  put 
a  premium  on  commercial  dishonesty — a  fact 
which  many  business  firms  both  in  this  country 
and  elsewhere  have  discovered  to  their  cost.  To 
assert,  in  the  face  of  these  conditions,  that  an 
amending  law  is  ';  unacceptable  and  unnecessary  " 
is  mere  fatuity,  and  it  is  not  surprising  to  learn 
that  the  respectable  mercantile   community  of 
Moscow  is  up  in  arms  against  so  palpable  an 
evasion  of  the  truth.    We  trust  that  Sir  Edward 
Grey,  in  the  interests  of  British  commerce,  will 
have  fresh  inquiries  made  as  to  the  prospects  of 
the  introduction  of  the  promised  measure  into 
the  Duma. 
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A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 

The  Premier's  Professions  in  the  Light 
of  Actual  Conditions. 


[From  Our  Polish  CORRESPONDENT.] 

The  speech  delivered  by  M.  Kokovtsoff  in  the 
Duma  with  the  object  of  deluding  Europe  with  the 
appearance  of  Liberalism  in  Russia  touched  upon  the 
Polish  question  in  a  manner  that  is  extremely  charac- 
teristic of  the  Premier.  He  adopted  the  method  in 
favour  among  second-rate  advocates,  and,  after  first 
denying  the  existence  of  any  dispute,  gradually 
admitted  it,  but  not  without  solemn  protestations  of 
his  client  s  good  will.  He  declared  emphatically 
that  he  could  not  understand  the  attitude  of  the 
Poles,  since  the  Government  was  manifestly  solicitous 
for  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  "  Vistula 
country  " — this  being  the  latest  designation  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland,  an  expression  which  is  studiously 
avoided  in  order  to  do  away  with  the  slightest 
suggestion  of  separateness.  The  Poles,  he  said, 
desired  self-government,  and  a  Bill  granting  them 
the  privilege  had  been  introduced  into  the  Duma. 
It  is  a  pity  that  the  Premier  omitted  to  mention  the 
trifling  circumstance  that  the  Bill  was  doctored  in 
such  a  way  that  it  became  mainly  a  weapon  of  russifi- 
cation,  and  that  even  in  this  mutilated  form  it  failed 
to  pass  into  law. 

M.   Kokovtsoff's   Short  Memory. 

If  the  Poles,  continued  M.  Kokovtsoff,  had  reason 
to  complain  of  their  treatment  or  of  any  iniquitous 
law,  why  did  they  not  bring  in  an  interpellation,  or 
endeavour  to  cancel  the  law  ?  The  Premier  must 
have  a  short  memory,  or  else  he  affects  to  forget  the 
fate  of  the  Municipal  Government  Bill,  of  the  Holm 
affair,  of  all  the  schemes  for  reforming  the  educa- 
tional system,  and  so  forth,  if  after  all  these  experiences 
he  dares  to  exhort  the  Poles  to  forget  all  quarrels 
and  join  in  the  common  work  of  "reconciliation, 
peace,  and  justice."  He  further  added  that  "the 
Poles  are  allowed  to  love  their  fatherland,  but  this 
should  be  no  impediment  to  the  common  work;" 
and  once  again  he  omitted  to  say  that  first  of  all 
conditions  must  be  created  such  as  will  make  this 
co-operation  possible. 

In  the  debate  that  followed  this  declaration  a 
Polish  deputy,  M.  Harusevitch,  clearly  showed  that 
the  Premier's  programme,  which  was  evidently 
drawn  up  with  an  eye  to  the  Press  and  the  Euro- 
pean money-market,  was  in  flagrant  contradiction  to 
the  reactionary  tendencies  displayed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Over  and  above  the  great  wrongs  committed 
against  the  Poles  with  which  foreigners  are  more  or 
less  familiar,  the  deputy  pointed  out  that  quite 
recently  the  Government  organised  a  fresh  anti- 
Jewish  pogrom  in  Siedlce  ;  that  the  authorities  are 
relentlessly  stamping  out  the  last  remnants  of  Polish 
privileges,  abolishing  the  Polish  language  in  all 
spheres  of  public  life  ;  that,  instead  of  being  ruled 
by  laws,  the  subject  nationalities  have  to  endure  the 
arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  administrative  authori- 
ties. Only  the  other  day  a  scientific  meeting  of  sur- 
gical specialists  was  forbidden  in  Warsaw  on  the 
ground  that  the  proceedings  were  to  be  conducted 
in  Polish.  The  pupils  of  private  schools  were  not 
allowed  to  take  part  in  the  funeral  of  the  Polish 
Archbishop,  and  for  transgressing  against  a  similar 
order  on  the  occasion  of  the  funeral  of  the  venerable 
publicist,  M.  Krzeminsky,  the  offenders  have  now  to 
experience  the  joys  of  a  judicial  investigation. 

Poles  as  Aliens. 

If  other  instances  of  persecution  are  desired,  a 
never-failing  supply  is  to  be  found  in  the  actions  of 
the  Russian  Government.  The  Minister  of  the 
Interior  has  just  introduced  a  measure  prohibiting 
"outlanders"  who  became  Russian  subjects  after 
June  28th,  1888,  and  Poles  who  have  migrated  from 
the  Kingdom  of  Poland,  from  acquiring  immovable 
property  outside  the  towns,  and  renting  and  culti- 
vating land  in  the  south-western  governments  and  in 
Bessarabia.  This  law  has  been  expected  for  some 
time,  but  it  bears  a  harsher  character  than  was  antici- 
pated even  by  those  who  are  well  acquainted  with 
Russian  notions  of  humanity.  On  the  one  hand  the 
Government  complains  that  the  Poles  are  not  good 
citizens,  and  on  the  other  hand  it  compels  them  to 
live  as  strangers. 

While  treated  as  an  inferior  class  of  citizens,  the 
Poles  are  at  the  same  time  exploited  to  a  far  greater 
extent  than  the  inhabitants  of  other  provinces.  In 
1867  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  was  deprived  of  its  own 
Exchequer,  and  since  then  its  economic  and  social 
development  has  had  to  depend  on  the  central 
authorities.  The  revenues  from  the  province  are 
very  considerable.  In  1910  they  amounted  to 
210,677,157  roubles  (over  21  millions  sterling),  out  of 
which  a  net  sum  of  60,560,953  roubles  went  to  the 
Government ;  in  addition  there  is  the  alcohol 
monopoly,  bringing  in  4'*  million  roubles.  When 
one  considers  that  the  net  proceeds  from  all  the 


other  provinces  together  only  amount  to  120,789,668 
roubles,  one  may  clearly  regard  Poland  as  the  finest 
field  for  exploitation,  especially  since  the  revenues 
derived  from  this  source  are  continually  increasing. 
Taxation  is  much  higher  here  than  in  Russia.  The 
tax  on  immovable  property  in  the  towns  amounts  to 
10  per  cent.,  while  in  Russia  it  does  not  exceed  6  per 
cent. ;  and  the  tax  on  land  is  three  times  higher  than 
in  Russia.  It  must  be  added  that  the  Polish  peasants 
are  still  paying  for  the  allotments  assigned  to  them 
after  the  abolition  of  serfdom.  They  were  supposed 
to  pay  for  forty-two  years,  after  which  they  were  to 
become  owners  of  their  holdings  ;  but,  although  the 
term  fixed  by  the  law  expired  six  years  ago,  they  are 
still  paying  four  million  roubles  a  year. 

At  the  same  time  Poland's  share  of  the  State 
expenditure  is  less  than  that  of  other  provinces.  The 
Imperial  Budget  for  educational  purposes  amounted 
in  1910  to  65,160,144  roubles,  and,  as  the  Kingdom  of 
Poland  represents  8'i  per  cent,  of  the  total  popula- 
tion of  the  Empire,  it  ought  to  have  been  assigned 
4>^77>995  roubles  ;  actually  it  only  received  3,508,018 
roubles.  In  other  departments,  such  as  agriculture, 
charity  administration,  insurance,  and  so  forth,  the 
position  is  even  worse. 

Polish   Language  Banned. 

In  exchange  for  the  considerable  profits  received 
from  Poland  in  hard  cash,  and  for  the  large  number 
of  recruits  supplied,  the  Government  is  indefatigable 
in  scourging  the  sweated  province  with  innumerable 
restrictions.  In  Lithuania  especially  hardly  a  day 
passes  without  some  infringement  of  the  law.  The 
Imperial  Manifesto  of  May  27th,  1905,  abolished  all 
restrictions  on  the  Polish  language,  both  in  Lithuania 
and  in  Little  Russia  ;  but  in  practice  this  right,  con- 
ceded in  the  hour  of  danger,  is  abolished.  At 
Minsk,  for  example,  the  authorities  have  forbidden 
the  issue  of  theatrical  posters  in  Polish,  while  busi- 
ness circulars  printed  in  Russian  and  Polish  have  also 
been  prohibited,  and  are  henceforth  to  be  issued 
only  in  Russian. 

It  is  small  wonder  that  in  these  circumstances  the 
Polish  deputies,  loyal  as  they  are,  have  been  driven 
into  conflict  with  the  Government.  They  had 
arranged  to  be  present  at  the  recent  reception  of  the 
Duma  by  the  Tsar,  but  only  on  condition  that  they 
were  allowed  to  form  a  separate  group  representing 
the  Kingdom  of  Poland.  When  this  reasonable 
demand  was  refused,  they  decided  to  forgo  the 
honour  of  visiting  Tsarskoe  Selo. 


THE   STRUGGLE   IN  FINLAND. 


The  Premier  is  being  urged  by  his  colleagues,  MM. 
Scheglovitoff,  Krivoshein,  and  Charitonoff,  to  effect 
the  annexation  of  the  two  Finnish  parishes  of 
Kivinebb  and  Nykirk  to  the  government  of  St. 
Petersburg  by  Imperial  Order,  urging  that  a  measure 
to  this  effect  has  no  chance  of  being  passed  by  the 
present  Duma.  M.  Kokovtsoff,  however,  is  reluctant 
to  have  recourse  to  such  a  step,  which  is  reminiscent 
of  the  methods  of  the  late  M.  Stolypin. 

The  Commission,  presided  over  by  Senator  Kry- 
janovsky,  which  is  charged  with  the  elaboration  of  a 
detailed  scheme  for  transferring  these  parishes  from 
Viborg  to  St.  Petersburg,  is  to  resume  its  labours  in 
about  a  month's  time,  on  the  return  of  M.  Khoziainoff, 
the  Procurator  of  the  Finnish  Senate. 

The  non-recognition  by  the  Finnish  authorities 
of  the  Equality  Law,  passed  as  a  measure  of  Imperial 
legislation  without  reference  to  the  Finnish  Legisla- 
ture, has  given  rise  to  another  prosecution  at  Wil- 
manstrand,  where  proceedings  are  being  taken 
against  the  Burgomaster  and  two  town  magistrates. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  inquiry  addressed 
to  them  by  the  Governor-General  of  Finland  regard- 
ing the  advisability  of  abolishing  the  Russo-Finnish 
Customs  frontier,  the  Helsingfors  Merchants'  Asso- 
ciation and  the  Viborg  Agricultural  Association 
have  replied  that  the  proposed  change  would  prove 
injurious  to  the  vital  interests  of  the  country. 

Governor-General  Seyn  has  proposed  to  the 
Council  of  Ministers  the  gradual  introduction  of 
Russian  as  the  official  language  in  Finland.  After 
the  lapse  of  seven  years  no  Finns  ignorant  of  Russian 
are  to  be  appointed  to  any  office. 


PRINTING-OFFICE  CLOSED. 

By  order  of  the  Governor  of  Esthonia  the  printing- 
works  of  Messrs.  FeLberg  and  Teterm  have  been 
closed  as  a  "  secret  press,"  on  the  ground  of  the  sale 
of  the  concern  to  a  person  who  is  not  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a  printing  licence.  It  was  pleaded  in  vain 
that  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  of  sale  the  former 
proprietors  continued  to  hold  themselves  responsible 
towards  the  Administration,  pending  the  grant  of  a 
printing  licence  to  the  purchaser. 

The  case  has  further  been  referred  to  the  Examin- 
ing Magistrate  with  a  view  to  instituting  a  prosecu- 
tion against  the  owners  of  the  alleged  "  secret  press." 


ANGLO-RUSSIAN  TRADE. 

Some  Official  Views. 

[From  a  City  Correspondent.] 
Consular  reports  are  published  to  be  pigeon-holed. 
Possibly  this  is  a  fate  most  of  them  merit.  The 
official  report  is  the  final  presentation  of  commercial 
views;  consequently  it  is  of  little  business  value  to 
traders.  Recent  Consular  reports  from  Russia  show 
that  at  last  foreign  Consuls  are  awake  to  facts  which 
those  engaged  in  trade  with  Russia  have  long  known. 
The  broad,  outstanding,  unmistakable  fact  is  that 
foreigners  selling  in  Russian  markets  usually  find  the 
transactions  unprofitable,  if  not  disastrous.  At  con- 
siderable length  the  Consuls  attempt  to  show  why 
this  is  so. 

Any  trader  reading  the  latest  report  of  M.  Grenard, 
French  Consul  at  Odessa,  or  that  of  M.  Cavallace, 
French  Consul  at  Kharkov,  would  gain  the  impres- 
sion that  the  only  way  to  do  a  safe  business  in  Russia 
would  be  to  engage  the  kindly  offices  of  the  Consul 
to  nurse  through  each  transaction  in  every  stage. 
Otherwise,  into  one  or  other  of  the  many  pitfalls  the 
honest  French  exporter  would  most  assuredly  fall. 
The  tone  of  these  reports  is  that  of  earlier  reports 
from  other  districts. 

There  are  reports  by  British  Consuls  of  still  more 
recent  date.  Mr.  Grove,  of  Moscow,  in  his  latest 
communication,  recounts  the  methods  of  doing 
business.  In  so  many  words  he  indicates  how  big 
transactions  are  concluded  over  the  bar,  or  rather 
in  the  taproom,  after  the  man  who  wants  the  order 
has  shown  his  money.  All  business  must  be  bought, 
and  offences  which  in  England  would  land  the  com- 
mercial in  prison  are  condoned,  if  not  approved.  In 
Moscow  alone  more  than  half  a  dozen  banks  exist  to 
finance  "  the  inordinately  long  and  somewhat  corrupt 
operations  of  sale.''  What  toll  these  banks  exact  for 
their  share  in  the  deal  is  not  stated. 

Mr.  Clive-Bayley,  of  Warsaw,  compares  business 
in  Poland  with  that  in  Russia.  With  no  other  country 
would  the  comparison  be  to  the  advantage  of  Poland, 
for  the  credit  of  Polish  traders  is  poor,  and  their 
reputation  is  not  good.  Yet  out  of  recent  foreign 
losses  in  Russian  territory  five  times  more  is  debited 
to  Russian  than  to  Polish  account.  Mr.  Blakey,  of 
Kharkov,  explains  how  the  transactions  are  carried 
through  when  a  credit  bank  is  the  intermediary 
employed.  He  shows  the  risks  attendant  at  each 
stage  of  the  procedure;  and  sees  that  it  would  be 
awkward  for  the  British  shipper  if  he  tried  to  escape 
from  the  trammels  of  the  net  spread  to  help  him  in 
his  trade. 

The  conclusions  are  endorsed  by  the  commercial 
journals  which  represent  the  interests  of  French  and 
British  exporters.  They  agree  that  these  Consular 
reports  are  as  near  to  official  warnings  as  the  Consuls 
dare  publish  openly.  While  their  counsels  may  be 
endorsed,  it  is  clear  that  there  is  need  of  a  fresh 
warning.  The  establishment  of  other  banking  faci- 
lities may  induce  traders  to  venture  afresh.  The 
system,  although  different,  inasmuch  as  a  third 
factor — the  bank — is  introduced,  is  still  unprofitable 
for  the  foreign  exporter  to  Russia.  The  new  system 
is  an  arrangement  of  which  the  principal's  British 
bankers  should  have  cognisance.  If  these  bankers 
were  duly  informed  of  the  dealings,  it  is  clear  that 
the  general  credit  of  the  exporter  would  be  imperilled. 
In  this  connection  the  Mercantile  Gitaidian  re- 
marks : — 

"The  operation  is  just  as  safe  as  tight-rope 
walking,  with  the  difference  that  when  the  performer 
does  slip  into  the  chasm  he  will  form  an  insignificant 
minority  among  the  number  killed.  Between  them 
the  Consuls  succeed  in  showing  Russia  to  be  a  weary- 
ing market  to  follow.  If  the  price  of  accommodation 
to  do  a  Russian  business  is  the  loss  of  assistance  for 
all  the  rest  of  one's  requirements,  the  British  have 
abundantly  good  cause  to  question  the  desirability  of 
such  dealings." 

These  conclusions  all  who  have  sold  goods  to 
Russia  will  certainly  endorse. 


ODESSA  UNIVERSITY. 


The  notorious  Registrar  of  Odessa  University.  M. 
Gueritch,  has  been  ordered  by  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation lo  send  in  his  resignation  immediately.  This 
is  the  first  visible  result  of  the  recent  inquiry  into 
the  affairs  of  the  University,  which  disclosed  an 
unparalleled  state  of  corruption  and  anarchy. 

On  the  other  hand,  Professor  Levasheff  has  not 
only  been  able  so  far  to  retain  his  rectorship  of  the 
University,  in  spite  of  his  election  to  the  Duma,  but 
has  even  returned  to  Odessa,  not  to  meet  his  con- 
stituents, but  to  attend  again  to  his  academical  duties. 
Professor  Levasheff 's  reluctance  to  resign  his  post 
is  due  to  apprehensions  that  his  election  to  the 
Duma,  which  was  effected  by  the  most  flagrantly 
illegal  methods,  may  be  invalidated  by  the  Duma 
Verification  Committee. 
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THE    TASK    OF    THE  DUMA. 


The  Duma,  after  a  brief  opening  session,  has 
been  enjoying  an  unusually  prolonged  Christmas 
holiday.  Possibly  the  authorities  are  none  too 
pleased  with  the  demeanour  so  far  displayed  by 
the  majority  of  deputies,  and  have  adopted  this 
method  of  bringing  home  to  them  a  sense  of 
their  enormities.  It  is  at  any  rate  satisfactory 
to  find  that  during  the  recess  that  famous 
weapon  of  arbitrary  legislation  known  as 
Article  S7  has  not  been  pressed  into  service,  and 
that  on  reassembling  the  Duma  will  not  be 
confronted  with  several  faits  accompli.*  in  the 
form  of  measures  passed  into  law  over  its  head 
and  against  its  desires.  Next  Monday  deputies 
will  flock  back  to  the  Taurida  Palace  with  the 
knowledge  that  the  period  of  the  present  Duma's 
existence  will  be  one  fraught  with  the  most 
momentous  consequences  botli  for  the  legislative 
body  itself  and  for  the  country  at  large.  Already 
the  Duma  has  manifested  an  encouraging  ten- 
dency towards  Liberal  thought  and  action.  In 
order  to  counteract  and  destroy  that  tendency 
the  most  powerful  influences  will  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  such  members  as  have  not  defi- 
nitely enrolled  themselves  under  the  banner  of 
Progress,  but  who  have  so  far  co-operated  with  the 
Cadets  and  other  Opposition  groups;  we  refer,  of 
course,  in  the  Octobrists.  That  come  of  them 
will  in  time  more  or  less  identify  themselves 
with  the  interests  of  the  Government  is  extremely 
likely  :  but  we  cling  to  the  hope  that  the  majority 
of  this  group  will  stand  firmly  and  bravely  by 
their  determination  to  revert  to  the  original 
principles  of  their  party,  and  in  conjunction  with 
the  Cadets  and  the  Progressists  will  show  them- 
selves to  be  the  determining  factor  in  the 
assembly. 

If  our  hopes  in  this  respect  are  fulfilled,  either 
the  Government  will  have  to  shape  its  policy  in 
accordance  with  the  leading  ideas  of  reform,  or 
there  will  ensue  a  fierce  and  determined  conflict 
between  the  Ministry,  backed  by  a  Parliamen- 
tary minority  on  the  one  hand  and  the  majority 
of  the- Duma  on  the  other;  in  other  words,  we 
shall  have  presented  to  us  the  spectacle  of  the 
executive  making  war,  as  it  did  in  1007,  upon  the 
principle  of  representative  government.  What 
will  be  the  issue  of  such  a  struggle,  and  where 
will  it  be  reached  ?  It  will  not  be  reached  in  the 
Duma,  for  the  whole  country  will  become 
involved  in  what  may  prove  the  last  fight  for 
freedom.  The  attack  upon  the  Duma  will  have 
given  the  signal  for  that  decisive  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  people  which  is  to  burst  asunder 
the  shackles  of  tyranny,  misgovernment,  and 
repression,  and  which  in  the  sight  of  Europe  will 
be  amply  justified  by  its  immediate  cause.  The 
Russian  people  could  not  desire  a  better  or  a 
more  convincing  battle-cry  than  the  cause  of 
representative  government,  which  in  other 
countries  is  held  so  sacred.  When  the  decrees 
of  Parliament — and  of  a  Parliament  at  whose 
election  the  administrative  authorities  strained 
every  nerve  and  employed  every  illegality  to 
secure  the  return  of  their  own  supporters — are 
denied  or  reversed  by  the  Government,  insist- 
ence on  purely  "constitutional"  methods  of 
reform  becomes  mere  fatuity,  and  it  is  made 
self-evident  that  the  way  to  freedom  lies  through 
revolution.     That  is  why  the  Liberal  elements 


in  the  present  Duma  must  use  every  effort, 
either  to  force  their  programme  upon  the 
Government,  or  to  bring  matters  to  a  head  by 
making  it  clear,  urbi  et  orbi,  that  on  the  present 
regime  no  hopes  can  possibly  be  based. 

And  that  is  the  answer  to  those  short-sighted 
champions  of  liberty  who  advocate  the  boycott- 
ing of  the  Duma  as  an  institution  which,  by 
reason  of  its  composition '  and  the  limitation  of 
its  powers,  is  impotent  to  advance  the  interests 
of  the  democracy.    Is  it  nothing  to  them  that, 
after  the  unparalleled   pressure    and  violence 
exercised  by  the  Government  during  the  recent 
General  Election,  the  first  act  of  the  Duma  that 
thus  came  into  existence  was  to  pass  a  resolution 
practically  censuring  the    Government  for  its 
neglect  of  Constitutional  doctrines  ?     Are  the 
sympathy    and    appreciation   of    the  civilised 
world  of  no  consequence  to  them,  and  do  they 
imagine  that  their  cause  will   suffer  in  the 
eyes   of    Europe   through    the    exhaustion  of 
peaceful   and  quasi-Parliamentary   methods  of 
warfare  before  recourse  is  had  to  the  last  and 
most    immediately    effective   weapons   in  the 
people's  possession  ?    These  are  questions  that 
must  be  ver}7  carefully  considered  and  honestly 
answered  before  the  possibilities  inherent  in  the 
fourth  Duma  are  dismissed  with  contempt.  We 
look  to  that  body  to  work  with  all  its  might  for 
the    amelioration  of  the  present  conditions  of 
Russian  life.    It  may"  oef*~we  realise,  that  as  its 
complexion  becomes  more  clearly  defined  it  will 
show  no  disposition  to  effect  any  real  and  far- 
reaching  reforms.    That,  of   course,  would  be 
deplorable,  and  in  such  a  case  the  people  would 
be  justified  in  crying  out  against  the  betrayal  of 
its  interests,  and  demanding  with  all  the  force  it 
can  muster  the  destruction  of  so  unrepresentative 
an  assembly.    But  if,  as  we  hope,  the  Duma's 
self-allotted  task  proves  to  be  that  of  sweeping 
away  abuses,  and  if  it  is  hindered  by  irrespon- 
sible powers  in  the  execution  of  its  duty,  then 
the  conflict  will  in  the  first  instance  be  one  of- 
Government  versus  Parliament,  and  only  at  a 
later  stage  will  it  develop  into  the  life-and-death 
struggle  of  Government  VSTSWS  People.    But  in 
such  an  event  the  people  will  be  fighting  in  a 
cause  whose  justice  will  be  universally  admitted 
outside  Russia,  and  with  the  sympathy  of  the 
civilised  world  behind  it  we  cannot  doubt  its 
complete  triumph — complete  because  this  time 
the  country  will  not  be  put  off  with  any  half- 
baked  measures  of  reform.    This,  then,  is  the 
cue  of  the  Russian  proletariat — to  lend  all  its 
strength  and  encouragement  to  the  work  of  the 
Duma,  out  of  whose  wounds  will  come  salvation 
to  the  people. 


PRISON  TORTURER  ARRESTED. 


One  of  the  most  notorious  detectives  in  Russia  has 
at  last  been  arrested.  His  name  is  Davus.  For 
years  he  has  inflicted  the  most  cruel  tortures  on 
prisoners  at  the  house  of  detention  at  Riga,  which 
through  his  exploits  received  the  name  of  the  Museum 
of  Torture.  When  arrested  he  tried  to  commit 
suicide  with  a  knife,  and  he  made  another  attempt 
on  his  life  in  his  cell. 

Davus  was  some  years  ago  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment for  various  crimes,  but  remained  at  large 
through  the  connivance  of  the  police,  who  reported 
their  inability  to  discover  his  whereabouts.  So  certain 
of  their  co-operation  was  he  that  he  used  to  be  a 
regular  visitor  at  the  police  station,  whose  staff  was 
careful  not  to  recognise  him. 


SECRET   POLICE  SCANDALS. 


Prosecution  of 


High  Officials  Vetoed  by 
the  Tsar. 


The  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  First  Depart- 
ment of  the  Council  of  State,  including  the  Premier 
and  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  to  place  on 
trial  the  high  officers  of  the  political  police  for 
their  negligence  to  take  adequate  measures  of  pro- 
tection at  Kiev,  which  resulted  in  the  assassination  of 
the  late  M.  Stolypin,  has  not  received  the  Imperial 
sanction.  Nor  has  the  minority  opinion  prevailed, 
which  recommended  the  prosecution  of  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Kulabko  alone,  and  the  mere  reprimand  of 
the  other  accused. 

The  joint  prosecution  of  General  Kourloff,  Coun- 
cillor of  State  Veriguin,  Colonel  Spiridovitch,  and 
Lieut. -Colonel  Kulabko  is  to  be  entirely  withdrawn, 
and  the  case  is  to  be  stopped  once  for  all.  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Kulabko,  however,  who  has  already  been 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  misappropriation,  and 
is  considered  to  bear  the  responsibility  for  the  dis- 
orders prevailing  in  the  Kiev  Okht  ana  service  which 
facilitated  the  assassination  of  the  late  Premier,  is  to 
be  dismissed  from  the  service. 

Rumours  are  already  afloat  that  an  important 
appointment  is  in  store  for  General  Kourloff,  the 
former  Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior,  and  the 
most  highly  placed  of  the  accused  officials  who  have 
now  been  discharged  by  the  Sovereign's  order, 

General  Kourloff,  it  is  stated,  is  to  receive  an 
appointment  on  the  Palace  staff  ;  Colonel  Spiridovitch 
retains  his  present  post  ;  while  Councillor  of  State 
Veriguin  is  to  be  reinstated  at  the  Ministry  of 
the  Interior.  All  three  are  to  receive  full  pay  for  the 
whole  period  of  the  inquiry,  while  Lieut. -Colonel 
Kulabko,  who  has  been  removed  from  his  post,  is  to 
receive  reduced  pay  for  the  same  period.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  Romanoff  Tercentenary,  however, 
the  last-named  is  to  receive  a  full  pardon  and  to  be 
reinstated  in  the  service. 

In  spite  of  the  utter  surprise  of  the  Novoe  Vrcmya, 
which  at  first  characterised  the  news  of  the  with- 
drawal of  the  case  as  inherently  improbable,  this 
result  had  long  been  foreseen.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  General  Kourloff  had  merely  practised  the 
system  of  "  provocation  "  which  had  been  defended 
by  its  very  victim,  the  late  M.  Stolypin.  The 
logical  corollary  to  the  prosecution  of  M.  Kourloff 
would  be  the  renunciation  of  the  firmly  established 
system  of  the  political  police  department,  over  which 
M.  Makaroff's  memorable  motto  may  be  safely 
written  :  "  So  it  has  been,  and  so  it  will  always  be." 


THE   BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


New 


Report  Against  Beilis 
Up. 


being  Drawn 


M.  Loshkareff,  the  Public  Prosecutor  of  Homel, 
has  received  from  the  Kiev  Examining  Magistrate 
the  whole  documentary  material  of  the  preliminary 
inquiry  into  the  Beilis  case.  M.  Loshkareff  is  now 
drawing  up  a  report,  which  he  is  to  submit  to  the 
Public  Prosecutor  of  the  High  Court  for  confirma- 
tion, recommending  the  committal  of  Beilis  for  trial. 

After  complaining  that  the  law  with  regard  to 
the  Pale  is  not  strictly  observed,  the  Zemscliina 
remarks  : — "  It  is  we  who  have  to  be  indignant  when 
we  hear  that  Jews  are  allowed  to  torture  our  infants 
for  hours,  draining  their  blood,  while  such  atrocities 
cannot  be  detected  owing  to  the  protection  of  the 
local  authorities,  who  hide  the  traces  for  fear  of 
pogroms.  This  is  a  clear  infringement  of  the  law, 
and  one  that  is  made  in  favour  of  the  Jews." 

The  appeal  of  the  Public  Prosecutor  of  Kiev 
against  the  acquittal  of  M.  Mischuk,  the  former  head 
of  the  Kiev  Detective  Department,  who  disbelieved 
the  official  "  ritual  "  theory  of  the  murder  of  Yuschin- 
sky,  is  to  be  heard  by  the  Senate  before  the  middle 
of  March.  

By  order  of  the  Assistant  Public  Prosecutor  of 
Lutsk,  in  Volhynia,  a  prosecution  has  been  instituted 
against  a  number  of  Jews  in  the  town  for  the  crime 
of  coaching  Christian  pupils.  Similar  proceedings 
are  threatened  at  other  places. 


IS 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


.J  am  Any  2'.).  1913. 


THE    DUMA  DISSECTED. 


I. — The  General  Situation  and  the  Extreme 
Right. 


The  fourth  Duma  already  displays  certain  definite 
characteristics.  It  bears  little  resemblance  to  its 
predecessor,  and  it  has  far  from  realised  the  expec- 
tations of  the  Holy  Synod  and  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior.  There  has  been  a  notable  change  in  its 
personnel.  Of  the  442  members  of  the  third  Duma 
only  123  have  been  re-elected.  Above  all  others  the 
Extreme  Right  faction  has  suffered  change  ;  of  the 
46  disciples  of  M.  Purishkevitch  in  the  last  assembly 
not  more  than  fou'teen  have  returned  to  the  Taurida 
Palace. 

Nearly  all  the  groups  have  retained  their  leaders  ; 
the  exceptions  are  the  Octobrists,  who  have  lost  MM. 
Gutchkoff  and  von  Anrep,  and  the  Social  Democrats, 
who  now  lack  the  services  of  MM.  Gueguetchkori 
and  Pokrovsky. 

The  Centre  has  been  reduced  in  strength — from 
133  to  98 — but  the  two  wings  have  received  reinforce- 
ments ;  on  the  Left  the  Cadets  and  Progressists 
between  them  have  increased  their  numbers  from  88 
to  107,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  the 
Nationalists  and  the  Extreme  Right  from  129  to  153. 
M.  Krupensky's  group  of  "  Independent  Nationalists" 
has  also  been  augmented  (from  17  to  32  members), 
and  will  henceforih  be  known  under  the  designation 
of  "  Coco  "  (Conservative  Constitutionalists). 

No  Stability. 

Altogether,  this  division  of  parties  offers  no  guarantee 
of  stability.  It  makes  the  most  fanciful  combinations 
possible  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Octobrists,  who  by 
swaying  from  Left  to  Right  can  turn  the  Parlia- 
mentary machine  into  a  veritable  kaleidoscope.  For 
the  moment  the  Octobrists  lean  towards  the  Left  ; 
that  tendency  became  manifest  at  the  election  of 
President  and  in  the  voting  on  the  Progressist 
motion  after  the  Premier's  declaration.  The  Extreme 
Right  is  indignant,  having  been  excluded  both  from 
the  presidium  and  from  the  committees  ;  but  its 
members  remain  quiet.  The  Nationalists  sulk  ;  but 
they  have  the  satisfaction  of  occupying  the  principal 
places  on  the  committees.  M.  Krupensky,  who  follows 
a  favouring  wind,  inclines  slightly  towards  the  Left 
in  order  not  to  lose  touch  with  the  Government, 
which  also  leans  in  that  direction.  The  Octobrists 
are  making  an  effort  to  be  firm,  and  are  flying  the 
Hag  of  the  October  Manifesto,  which  in  the  third 
Duma  they  dragged  in  the  mud.  The  Government 
for  its  part  hesitates,  and  apparently  desires  to  live 
at  peace  with  everybody — even  with  the  Progressists, 
who  are  associated  with  the  Octobrists. 

^uch  is  the  general  disposition  of  the  Russian 
Parliament.  We  may  now  sketch  in  a  little  more 
detail  the  characteristics  of  the  various  party  groups 
and  of  their  leaders,  in  order  to  present  a  clear 
picture  of  the  Duma,  which  in  a  few  days'  time  will 
resume  its  labours  under  conditions  which  are 
undoubtedly  outside  the  range  of  Russia's  previous 
experience. 

Purishkevitch  and.  Co. 

The  Extreme  Right  has  undergone  a  transforma- 
tion. It  no  longer  strives  to  restore  the  regime  of 
Absoluti-m.  It  no  longer  thirsts  for  the  suppression 
of  the  Duma.  The  explanation  is  quite  simple. 
Before  their  entry  into  the  Duma  scarcely  a  soul  had 
heard  of  Purishkevitch,  Zamyslovsky,  and  Markoff 
junior.  To-day  they  are  celebrities,  with  whose 
doing-  the  Press  and  the  public  are  concerned. 
They  do  not  represent  the  interests  of  any  class  of 
the  population.  They  are  the  firebrands  of  the 
impoverished  nobility.  They  aspire  to  office,  to 
sinecures.  Their  opposition  to  the  Government  is 
merely  a  mask  concealing  Ministerial  intrigues. 
Most  of  them  are  men  of  straw,  dependent  on  one 
Minister  or  another  who  uses  them  to  undermine  the 
ion  of  one  or  other  of  his  colleagues.  Outside 
the  Duma  they  arc  nothing  ;  in  the  Duma  they  can 
realise  all  their  desires. 

When  a  stranger  visits  the  Duma,  his  first  request 
is  to  be  shown  M.  Purishkevitch.  He  then  has 
pointed  OtfttO  him  a  nervous,  bald-headed  little  man 
who  continually  gesticulates  with  his  whole  body. 
11  :       1    to  create  a  scandal  and  get  himself 

talked  about.  He  is  a  poet,  and  he  thinks  himself 
great  on  epigram  ,  which  arc  invariably  spiteful 
and  never  witty. 

An  Ex-Govornor  and  a  Binhop. 

I  wo  new  figures  adorn  the  benches  of  the  Extreme 
Right  —  M.  Khvostoff,  the  former  Governor  of  N'ijni- 
N'ovgorod,  and  Mi^hop  Nikon  of  Krcmcnctz.  The 
former  is  a  young  Colossus — he  is  only  thirty-six 
years  of  age— and  in  stature  he  towers  above  I'm  1 
dent  Rod/ianko,  himself  a  giant.  Why  has  he  (liven 
up  his  post  of  Governor  and  entered  Parliament  } 
Wicked  tongues  say  that  he  had  become  impossible 
in  N'ijni-N'ovgorod,  where  he  had  the  whole  business 
community  up  in  arms  against  him,  and  that  by  his 


election  to  the  Duma  he  saved  himself  from  inevit- 
able dismissal. 

When  M.  Golubeff,  in  the  name  of  the  Tsar, 
opened  the  fourth  Duma  and  read  the  Address  from 
the  Throne,  a  voice  interrupted  him  with  the  cry: — 

"  Long  live  his  Majesty  the  Tsar,  the  Autocrat  of 
All  the  Russias  !" 

M.  Golubeff,  thunderstruck,  turned  to  the  Extreme 
Right  and  said  :  — 

"  Allow  me  to  continue  my  address." 

The  interrupter  was  M.  Khvostoff.  The  incident 
attracted  attention  in  the  highest  quarters. 

As  to  Bishop  Nikon,  he  replaces  Bishop  Eulogius, 
who  has  not  secured  re-election.  His  outward 
appearance  is  that  of  a  fanatic.  He  repulsed  the 
ecclesiastical  deputies  who  raised  a  complaint 
against  the  attempt  to  enrol  them  in  a  separate 
group,  voting  according  to  the  orders  of  the  holy 
father. 

In  general  the  Extreme  Right  is  more  modest  than 
it  used  to  be.  During  the  eleven  sittings  of  the 
Duma  that  were  held  before  Christmas  M.  Purish- 
kevitch only  created  one  solitary  scandal,  and  only 
twice  did  M.  Markoff  demand  the  massacre  of  the 
jews. 

A  fresh  breeze  is  blowing  in  the  Ministerial  offices. 
(To  be  continued.) 


SUPPRESSION   OF    THE  PRESS. 


The  Prefect  of  Moscow  has  fined  the  Siolitclinaya 
Molva  500  roubles  for  the  publication  of  an  article 
entitled  "  From  the  Life  of  the  Metropolitan  Bishop 
Macarius,"  the  editor  of  the  Russkoe  Slovo  100 
roubles,  or  three  weeks'  imprisonment  in  default,  for 
an  article  entitled  "The  Spring,"  and  the  Utro 
Rossiy  300  roubles  for  an  article  entitled  "  The  Infant 
Revolutionaries." 

In  Moscow,  too,  No.  73  of  the  Vetcherniya  Izvyestia 
and  the  first  number  of  a  new  review,  the  Jivoye 
Slovo,  have  been  confiscated. 

The  editor  of  the  co-operative  weekly  journal 
Naslie  DicJo,  of  Kiev,  has  been  fined  by  the  Governor 
100  roubles,  or  a  month's  imprisonment  in  default, 
for  the  publication  of  articles  entitled  "  Questions  of 
the  Day  "  and  "  The  Criminals." 

A  recent  issue  of  the  comic  journal  Noivy  Szezutck, 
of  Warsaw,  has  been  confiscated  for  the  publication 
of  a  caricature  of  the  new  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

The  editor  of  the  Norava  Sibir,  of  Irkutsk,  has 
been  fined  100  roubles  for  the  publication  of  an 
article  dealing  with  the  position  of  the  Russian 
working  man. 

M.  Tarnavsky,  the  editor  of  the  Kiev  Mysl,  has  been 
fined  100  roubles,  or  one  month's  imprisonment  in 
default,  for  the  publication  of  an  article  entitled 
"  Polish  Life  in  1912." 

The  Governor  of  Esthonia  has  fined  the 
Paeewaleihi,  of  Reval,  500  roubles  for  its  review  of 
the  year  1912. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Polish  Progressive  journal  of 
WiJna,  the  Przeglad  Wdcnski,  has  been  confiscated 
for  the  publication  of  an  article  blaming  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Warsaw  for  carrying  on  a  domestic  war  with 
the  Jews,  unmindful  of  the  grave  international  com- 
plications of  the  present  moment.  Pending  the 
arrival  of  the  editor  official  seals  were  affixed  to  the 
doors  of  the  editorial  offices. 


EXPULSIONS   OF  JEWS. 


Wholesale  expulsions 'of  Jews  from  St.  Petersburg 
have  taken  place  owing  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
issue  of  registration  cards  to  Jewish  merchants  and 
their  agents  beyond  the  Pale. 

On  the  eve  of  the  Russian  New  Year  the  latter 
were  informed  that  they  must  leave  St.  Petersburg 
by  midnight  unless  they  were  able  to  produce  their 
registration  cards.  As  nobody  did  possess  them, 
many  were  compelled  to  leave.  In  reply  to  wires 
sent  to  their  provincial  homes,  they  were  informed 
that  the  local  authorities  did  not  issue  the  cards 
required,  which  they  had  not  even  started  to  print. 
The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg,  however,  ordered  the 
commissaries  of  police-  not  to  accept  any  excuses, 
and  to  expel  those  who  had  no  cards  with  them. 
The  number  of  expulsions  has  been  increasing  from 
day  to  day. 

In  spite  of  the  order  conveyed  to  the  Governor 
of  Volhynia  by  Genera]  Trepoff,  Governor-General 
of  the  Soulh-westci  n  provinces,  to  stop  all  expul- 
sions of  Jews  until  the  advent  of  the  spring, 
another  case^of  expulsion  is  reported  from  Dubno. 

\  |<  w  named  Moytel,  with  his  family,  has  been 
01  rid,  ri  io  quii  the  village  of  Mil  haelovka,  notwith- 

landing  the  rigours  of  the  winter  season.  The  local 
authorities  have  even  refused  to  take  into  considera- 
tion a  medical  certificate  to  the  effect  that  Moytel's 
wife  is  about  to  be  confined,  and  the  police  threaten 
to  drive  them  away  by  force. 


The  \ak\y.  police  have  forbidden  the  delivery  of  a 
course  of  lectures  on  Law  by  Mme.  Zuromska, 
although  that  lady  hart  given  the  same  course  at 
Warsaw  without  interference. 


THE   STRUGGLE    IN  FINLAND. 


Courts  Protest  Against  Finnish  Officials' 
Arrest. 

The  Finnish  Senate  is  about  to  consider  the  appeal 
of  the  members  of  the  City  Court  of  Viborg  against 
their  forcible  removal  for  imprisonment  in  St.  Peters- 
burg. 

The  members  of  the  Nijstad  City  Court  have 
addressed  an  appeal  to  the  Appeal  Court  of  Viborg 
against  their  illegal  arrest  and  imprisonment,  in 
infringement  of  the  Fundamental  Laws  of  Finland. 
After  the  hearing  of  the  complaint,  the  Viborg  Court 
resolved  to  report  the  case  to  the  supreme  authority. 

The  St.  Petersburg  District  Court  has  sentenced 
the  Mayor  of  Nijstad,  Alexander  Henrik  Sederman, 
Councillor  Knut-Leonard  Frick,  and  Councillor 
Gustav  Blom  to  six  months'  imprisonment  each  for 
having,  in  their  capacity  of  members  of  the  Nijstad 
City  Court,  impeded  the  application  of  the  Equality 
Law. 

The  trial  of  the  members  of  the  Viborg  Court  of 
Appeal  on  a  similar  charge  was  to  have  been  heard 
before  the  District  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  on  the 
27th  inst.  At  the  time  of  our  going  to  press  the 
result  was  not  to  hand. 

The  Viborg  Court  of  Appeal  has  addressed  a 
second  report  to  the  Finnish  Senate,  remonstrating 
against  the  illegal  detention  of  Finnish  magistrates  in 
Russian  prisons. 

By  order  of  the  Governor  of  Tavasthus,  the  local 
authorities  have  commenced  to  expel  native  Jewish 
tradesmen  from  the  locality  in  spite  of  their  posses- 
sion of  the  right  of  residence  under  trie  Finnish 
laws. 

Imperial  sanction  has  been  given  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Council  of  Ministers  to  reject  the 
legal  petition  of  the  Finnish  Diet,  dated  May  29th, 
1912,  against  the  proposed  detachment  of  territory 
from  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Finland. 

The  Finnish  Senate  has  fixed  the  elections  for  the 
Finnish  Diet  for  next  August. 

Russian  Tariffs  for  Finland. 

Ever  since  Finland's  union  with  Russia  in  1809  a 
special  Customs  frontier  has  been  maintained  between 
the  two  countries,  and  Finland  has  had  its  separate 
Customs  tariff,  fixed  according  to  the  conditions  of 
production  in  the  country,  and  therefore  considerably 
lower  than  the  Russian  tariff.  Trade  relations 
between  Finland  and  the  Empire  are  fixed  accord- 
ing to  a  special  agreement  arrived  at  after  delibera- 
tion between  Russian  and  Finnish  delegates.  All 
Russian  products  of  industry  can  be  imported  duty- 
free into  Finland,  except  spirits,  sugar,  syrup,  tobacco, 
and  margarine.  Of  Finnish  goods  some  products  of 
Nature  and  domestic  industry  can  be  imported  into 
Russia  free,  but  all  other  Finnish  goods  are  subjected 
to  differential  duty,  in  order  to  equalise,  as  the 
Russians  put  it,  certain  conditions  of  production 
specially  favourable  to  Finland.  These  differential 
duties  are,  however,  so  high  that  they  have  had  a 
prohibitive  effect. 

This  settlement  of  the  Russo-Finnish  Customs  con- 
ditions has  for  its  cbject  to  render  difficult  Finnish 
competition  on  the  Russian  market,  and  in  the  main 
the  Russians  have  secured  that  end.  In  connection 
with  the  Russian  Nationalist  endeavour  to  break 
down  Finnish  autonomy,  a  proposal  has  been  raised 
to  abolish  the  Customs  frontier  between  the  two 
countries  and  apply  in  Finland  the  Russian  Customs 
tariff  against  imported  foreign  goods.  A  committee 
of  the  Russian  Council  of  the  Empire  is  sitting  to 
discuss  the  matter,  and  Finnish  delegates  are  to  be 
called  to  give  their  opinion.  The  Governor- General 
has  issued  an  appeal  to  some  hundreds  of  Finnish 
societies  and  organisations  to  express  themselves  in 
the  matter. 

The  raising  of  the  Finnish  Customs  tariff  to  the 
high  level  of  the  Russian  would  have  a  revolutionary 
effect  on  the  whole  of  the  economic  life  of  Finland. 
The  prices  of  the  necessities  of  life  and  of  the  raw 
materials  necessary  for  industry  would  rise  propor- 
tionately  high,  and  the  result  would  be  poverty  and 
want  among  the  lower  classes.  It  may  be,  however, 
that  in  the  Russian  fear  of  Finnish  competition  if  the 
economic  barrier  between  the  two  countries  be 
broken  down  will  be  found  a  way  of  escape  from 
this  new  attack  on  Finland's  financial  and  economic 
autonomy. 


In  view  of  the  destitution  caused  among  the  Odessa 
port  labourers  through  the  total  cessation  of  busi- 
ness, the  Odessa  municipality  has  resolved  to  start 
public  works,  and  to  contribute  towards  the  main- 
tenam  e  of  ROup-kitchens  and  night-shelters. 

The  eighty  workmen  who  were  recently  arrested 
at  Kkalerinoslav  for  having  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  election  campaign  have  now  been  released. 
Their  employers,  however,  have  been  forbidden  by  the 
local  political  police  department  to  take  them  back 
into  I heir  service. 


January  29.  1913. 
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WBLL  ON  THE  PERSECUTION  OF  THE  VaUDOTS. 


NOTES. 


Justice  Flouted. 

The  four  high  State  officials  who  were  incrimi- 
nated by  the  disclosures  in  connection  with  the 
assassination  of  the  late  M.  Stolypin  are  not,  after 
all.  to  be  brought  to  trial.  Although  the  majority 
of  the  First  Department  of  the  Council  of  State — 
the  highest  judicial  bod}-  in  the  country — decided 
that  they  should  be  prosecuted,  and  even  the 
minority,  comprising  the  most  Reactionary  ele- 
ments of  an  inherently  Reactionary  institution, 
recommended  that  proceedings  should  be  taken 
against  one  of  their  number,  they  are  to  escape 
altogether  the  attentions  of  the  legal  authorities. 
The  demands  of  justice,  which  the  Premier  him- 
self supported  in  the  Council  of  State,  have 
been  flouted  by  the  exercise  of  the  Imperial  veto. 
Thus  it  is  seen  to  what  a  mockery  Constitutional 
"•overnment  and  legality  are  reduced  in  Russia. 
In  a  l'ecent  article  we  referred  to  the  powerful 
influences  at  work  behind  the  scenes  by  which 
the  intentions  of  Ministers  may  be  thwarted  and 
set  aside  ;  here  we  have  a  signal  example  of  the 
chaos  and  anarchy  that  prevail  in  administrative 
circles  in  Russia,  where  justice  walks  in  fetters. 


The  Character  of  the  Okhrana. 

As  to  the  guilt  of  the  four  officials  who  have 
been  removed  from  the  authority  of  the  law,  it  is 
not  for  us  to  anticipate  what  the  Courts  would  have 
had  to  say.  We  may,  however,  affirm  this — that 
never  was  there  a  stronger  primei-facie  case  made 
out  for  judicial  process.  The  official  investi- 
gation into  the  affairs  of  the  Kiev  Okhrana  which 
was  conducted  by  Senator  Trussevitch  revealed 
the  existence  of  the  gravest  abuses,  in  which 
General  Kourloff,  the  ex-Assistant  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  M.  Yeriguin,  Colonel  Spiridovitch. 
and  Lieut. -Colonel  Kulabko  were  plainly  impli- 
cated. On  the  strength  of  the  Senator's  report 
the  Cabinet  nearly  a  year  ago  recommended  the 
prosecution  of  these  men,  and,  as  we  have  «tated, 
the  Council  of  State  concurred.  Rut  the  "Black 
Hundred  "  community  was  evidently  afraid  that 
a  conviction  would  inflict  a  damaging  blow  upon 
its  prestige,  and  it  was  able  to  secure  acceptance 
of  its  views  in  the  highest  quarters.  The  St. 
Petersburg  correspondent  of  the  Times,  who 
evidently  makes  the  Government  a  party  to  the 
act  of  veto  (an  imputation  which,  if  it  is  well 
founded,  constitutes  a  damning  reflection  upon 
the  Government's  honesty),  says:  "It  is  con- 
sidered that  no  other  course  was  open  to  the 
authorities  if  the  Secret  Police  was  to  pi'eserve 
its  charactei."  Such  isarcasm,  from  such  a 
source,  is  as  refreshing  as  it  is  unexpected.  The 
character  of  the  Russian  Okhi^ana,  which  for  the 
vileness  of  its  methods  and  the  lawlessness  of 
its  administration  defies  any  modern  parallel,  is 
sufficiently  well  known  both  in  Russia  and 
abroad,  and  it  will  certainly  be  fully  maintained 
by  this  latest  insult  to  legality. 


War  on  Nonconformity. 

Attention  has  been  drawn  In  the  fact  that  the 
Government  proposes  to  introduce  legislation  by 
which  Nonconformist  pastors  in  Russia  are  to 
be  prohibited  from  preaching  except  in  the  build- 
ing and  to  the  Hock  to  which  they  are  licensed. 
Evidently  the  principle  of  religious  toleration  in 
Russia,  instead  of  being  strengthened  with  the 
course  of  time,  is  to  go  on  receiving  new  outrages 
at  the  hands  of  the  Administration,  upon  which 
the  Holy  Synod  exercises  so  powerful  an 
influence.  M.  Sabler,  the  Chief  Procurator, 
displays  in  office  all  the  fanaticism  and  repres- 
sive zeal  of  his  well-hated  predecessor,  the  late 
M.  Pobiedonostzeff,  and  is  determined  that  what 
the  Orthodox  Church  cannot  accomplish  by  its 
own  religious  force  shall  be  brought  about  by 
the  armed  force  of  the  State.  The  Nonconformist 
Christian  communities  of  Russia  have  already 
suffered  heavily  enough  at  the  hands  of  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior ;  now,  if  the  Govern- 
ment has  its  way,  their  spiritual  leaders  will  be 
continually  subjected  to  legal  processes  of  the 
familiar  type,  and  the  prisons  will  be  called  upon 
to  house  a  new  and  special  class  of  "  criminals." 
This,  we  presume,  is  the  Orthodox  Church's  own 
way  of  celebrating  the  Romanoff  Tercentenary. 


The  Latest  Restriction. 

The  latest  form  of  legalised  persecution  of  the 
Jews,  which  came  into  opei'ation  at  thebeginning 
of  the  year,  consists  in  the  requirement  that  all 
Jewish  merchants  and  their  agents  travelling 
beyond  the  Pale  must  obtain  from  the  police  of 
their  town  of  residence  a  registration  book  in 
which  the  dates  of  their  arrival  at  and  departure 
from  any  place  outside  the  Pale  are  to  be  marked 
by  the  local  police  authorities.  This  new  regu- 
lation has  been  denounced  by  the  Christian 
trading  community  no  less  than  by  the  Jews 
themselves.  At  the  time  of  its  announce- 
ment, some  eight  months  ago.  it  was  declared 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Odessa  Exchange 
Committee  to  be  "  an  insult  to  Christian 
as  well  as  to  Jewish  merchants  ; "  and  the 
same  authority  took  occasion  also  to  stigma- 
tise the  Pale  of  Settlement  as  "  a  great  evil  for 
Russian  trade  and  industry."  That  the  object 
of  the  rule  is  to  prevent  a  large  number  of 
Jewish  commercial  men  from  doing  business  at 
all  outside  the  Pale  is  clear  from  the  proceedings 
which  have  just  taken  place  in  St.  Petersburg. 
There  have  been  wholesale  expulsions  of  Jews 
from  the  capital  on  the  ground  that  they  could 
not  produce  their  registration  books.  It  was 
useless  for  these  victims  of  official  anti-Semitism 
to  telegraph  for  the  books  to  their  towns  of  resi- 
dence :  the  local  authorities  could  not  provide 
them,  for  the  simple  reason  that  none  had  been 
printed.  This,  of  coui'se,  is  typical  of  the  Russian 
Government — to  impose  a  harsh  regulation  on  a 
helpless  community,  and  then  to  withhold  tlue 
means  of  conforming  with  it.  That  the  trade  of 
the  whole  Empire  incurs  severe  loss  thereby  is, 
of  course,  of  as  little  consequence  as  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  Jews  themselves. 

Fraudulent  Bankruptcies. 

The  observations  we  mjade  last  week  on  the 
state  of  the  Russian  bankruptcy  law  are  fully 
borne  out  and  amplified  hit  a  letter  published  on 
Thursday  in  the  Daily  Tflegraph.  The  writer, 
who  signs  himself  "  One  Who  Has  Suffered," 
deals  in  detail  with  "  the  sjpecial  facilities  legally 
provided  for  fraudulent  debtors  in  Russia,"  by 
which  business  transactions  there  are  reduced  to 
"  a  pure  gamble  "  : — 

"All  that  is  necessary  to  enable  any  firm  in 
Russia  to  escape  paying  is  for  it  to  execute  a 
fictitious  sale  of  the  business  to  a  third  party, 
who  can  and  does  subsequently  constitute  afresh 
partnership,  into  which  the  old  members  of  the 
original  firm  can  re-enter,  either  as  partners  de 
novo  or  as  investors— nominally  so  called.  There 
is  not  even  need  to  change  the  style  beyond  the 


addition  of  an  'and  Co.'    In  the  eyes  of  Russ. 
law  such  a  transaction,  even  though  obviously 
bogus,  constitutes  a  new  undertaking,  which,  as 
such,  is  in  no  ways  responsible  for  the  debts  of 
the  old  firm.    Furthermore,  any  goods  or  assets 
transferred  by  this  fictitious  sale  are  considered 
the  property  of  the  new  firm,  and  the  creditors 
consequently  have  no  lien  upon  them." 
In  every  town  and  province  of  the  Empire  there 
has  been  a  "  perfect  riot  of  bankruptcies,"  and 
according  to  admittedly  incomplete  figures  pub- 
lished in  a  trade  paper  failures  to  the  amount 
of  170,000,000  roubles  (17   millions  sterling) 
were  recorded  for  the  twelve  months  ending 
November    15th  last.    In  view  of  this  appal- 
ling   state    of    affairs,    from    which  British 
traders   have  evidently  suffered  severely,  and 
of   the   recently   reported   declaration   of  the 
Russian  Minister  of  Finance  that  the  promised 
alteration   of  the  law   is    "unacceptable  and 
unnecessary,''  it  is  obviously  necessary  for  Sir 
Edward  Grey  to  make  the  strongest  representa- 
tions to  St.  Petersburg,  and  to  insist  on  the 
Russian  Government's  undertaking,  which  he 
annnounced  to  the  House  of  Commons  a  few 
weeks  ago,  being  strictly  fulfilled. 


POLITICAL   AMNESTY  SCHEME. 


Tercentenary  Committee's  Recommenda- 
tions. 


The  Committee  appointed,  under  the  presidency  of 
M.  A.  G.  Bulyguin,  to  organise  the  Romanoff  Tercen- 
tenary celebrations  has  made  various  recommenda- 
tions to  the  Council  of  Ministers  with  regard  to  the 
proposal  to  mark  the  occasion  by  the  proclamation 
of  an  amnesty  for  political  offenders. 

The  Committee  favours  a  complete  amnesty  for 
all  those  who  are  under  punishment  or  on  trial  for 
Press  offences  as  well  as  for  persons  involved  in 
political  offences  of  a  lighter  nature.  With  regard 
to  those  guilty  of  grave  political  offences,  it  recom- 
mends the  grant  ol  a  partial  alleviation  by  reducing 
their  terms  of  punishment  or  reinstating  them  in 
some  of  their  rights.  The  amnesty  is  not  to  be 
extended  in  any  degree  to  prisoners  who  have  com- 
mitted acts  of  terrorism. 

Apart  from  the  amnesty,  the  Committee  recom- 
mends the  issue  of  a  special  Manifesto  on  March  2nd 
in  favour  of  those  who  have  been  punished  by 
administrative  order,  excepting  again  those  impli- 
cated in  grave  acts  of  terrorism,  or  in  other  acts  of 
which  the  Police  Department  takes  a  serious  view, 
although  it  has  not  been  able  to  place  them  on  trial. 
Those  who  have  been  punished  administratively  for 
minor  offences  should  be  released  altogether. 

The  Progressists  have  approached  the  other  Duma 
groups  with  a  view  to  urging  in  the  Duma  the  neces- 
sitv  of  an  amnesty.  The  Labour  group  will  couple 
that  demand  with  an  interpellation  on  the  treatment 
of  the  inmates  of  the  Kutomar  convict  prison. 

M.  Lomatidze,  one  of  the  condemned  deputies  of. 
the  second  Duma,  is  still  confined  i.o.  toe  Metkhes 
prison  at  Tiflis,  although  his  .  sentence  of  five  years 
expired  on  December  14th  last.  As  he  writes  to 
Deputy  Tchkhenkeli,  he  would  prefer  to  be  deported 
to  Siberia  than  continue  to  breathe  the  poisoned  air 
of  the  prison,  where  he  has  contracted  consumption. 


COUNCIL   OF    STATE  REPORTS. 


Secretary  of  State  Kryjanovsky,  famous  in  Russia 
as  the  magician  whose  electoral  trickery  provided  the 
late  M.  Stolypin  with  the  submissive  third  Duma, 
has  again  come  into  prominence  by  his  order  to  the 
staff  of  officials  attached  to  the  Council  of  State 
to  observe  a  stricter  secrecy  as  to  the  proceedings  of 
that  body.  He  suspects  that  it  is  owing  to  their 
indiscretions  that  information  of  the  Council's  doings 
finds  its  way  into  the  Press. 

Curiously  enough,  M.  Kryjanovsky's  complaint  is 
that  the  Press  frequently  publishes  exact  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Upper 
Chamber. 


THE  MINISTRY  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

It  is  stated  that  Governor  Djunkovsky,  of  Moscow, 
is  to  be  appointed  Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior 
in  place  of  M.  Zolotareff,  who  has  had  to  retire 
along  with  M.  Makaroff.  M.  Djunkovsky  is  to 
manage  the  Police  Department  and  to  command  the 
Special  Corps  of  Gendarmerie. 

M.  Kokovtsoff  is  reported  to  have  impressed  upon 
M.  Maklakoff,  the  new  Minister  of  the  Interior,  the 
necessity  of  conducting  the  domestic  affairs  of  the 
country  in  a  milder  manner  than  has  hitherto  been 
in  vogue,  and  to  avoid  useless  measures  of  severity. 
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PIONEERS    OF  REFORM. 


II.-  Alexander  Herzen. 


If,  as  we  saw  in  a  previous  article,  from  1852  to 
:862,  the  period  of  great  reforms  in  Russia,  Cherny- 
:hevsky's  influence  on  the  younger  generation  was  of 
1  scientific,  moral,  and  Socialistic  character,  the  poli- 
ical  and  revolutionary  interest,  not  only  of  the 
Russian  youth  but  of  the  whole  enlightened  com- 
nunity,  was  aroused  and  stimulated  by  Alexander 
1  erzen. 

Russia  is  indebted  to  Herzen  for  a  twofold  service, 
ie  and  his  life-long  friend  Ogareff  were  the  connect- 
ing link  between  the  Decembrists  and  the  genera- 
ion  of  the  'forties,  and  on  the  other  hand  he  upheld 
he  vivifying  conceptions  of  inductive  science  and 
lolitical  Radicalism  at  a  time  when  all  educated 
Russians  were  plunged  in  Hegelian  metaphysics. 

Though  he  belonged  to  an  earlier  generation  than 
'hernychevsky,  the  period  of  Herzen's  greatest  poli- 
ical  activity  and  influence  on  Russian  public  opinion 
i'as  more  or  less  the  same  as  that  of  his  fellow- 
eformer.  Herzen  was  in  reality  the  first  Russian 
lolitical  author.  In  the  middle  of  the  'fifties  he 
rganised  in  Londcn  the  first  free  Russian  press,  and 
mblished  his  famous  paper  the  Kolokol  ("  Bell''),  and 

review  called  the  Polasnaya  Svesda  ("  Polar  Star"), 
muggled  into  Russia  in  a  few  thousands,  these 
apers  were  received  as  treasures,  passed  on  from 
and  to  hand,  and  copied  by  eager  readers.  The 
'olokol  penetrated  even  into  the  Palace,  and  was  read 
y  Alexander  II. 

The  Decembrist  Tragedy. 

By  birth  Herzen  belonged  to  the  Russian  high 
ristocracy,  and  his  childhood  and  youth  in  Moscow 
.•ere  spent  in  a  circle  of  Senators,  Ambassadors,  and 
tied  landowners.  The  family  mansion  in  Moscow 
ontained  a  rich  library,  with  all  the  best  French  and 
ierman  authors,  besides  the  whole  encyclopaedia  of 
)iderot  and  d'Alembert,  and  these  works  were 
agerly  devoured  by  the  intelligent  boy.  When  he 
.■as  fourteen  the  Decembrist  tragedy  of  1825,  which 
estroyed  all' hope  of  reform  and  cost  the  lives  of 
undreds  of  the  best  Russians,  made  an  indelible  im- 
ression  on  him — the  more  so  because  several  friends 
f  his  family  were  involved  in  the  conspiracy.  He 
nd  his  friend  Ogareff,  with  youthful  enthusiasm, 
jok  an  oath  to  revenge  the  Decembrists,  and  to  con- 
inue  their  work.  This  promise  was  kept.  Whilst  at 
he  University,  when  he  was  not  yet  twenty-two, 
lerzen,  with  Ogareff  and  other  students  was  arrested 
ar  his  opinions,  and  exiled  to  the  North-Eastern 
rovince  of  Viatka.  From  that  time  until  he  left 
'ussia  in  1846  he  was  obliged  to  live  in  provincial 
iwns,  and  only  for  short  periods  was  allowed  to  stay 
1  Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg. 

The  Moscow  Intellectuals. 

In  Moscow  at  that  time  two  intellectual  circles 
xisted.    The  first,  with  Herzen  as  its  leading  spirit, 
las  called   the  Zapadniki   (Westerners).      To  it 
iclonged    Stankevitch,    the    great    literary  critic 
iehn-ky,  and  Bakunin,  later  famous  as  revolutionist. 
Nea7Ty,°AU!SC6.re  under  the  absolute  sway  of  German 
metaphysical  cohcepA?ns,  and    Herzen,  with  his 
extensive  reading  of  1-rPch  and  English  works  of 
natural  science  and  poli'r^al  history,  never  tired  of 
combating  their  philosophy^  stagnation.  Especially 
salutary  was  his  influence  o\  Belinsky  and  Bakunin. 
The  second  group  was  that^>f  the  Slavophils,  with 
Khomiakoff,  Kosheleff,  and  trf  brothers  Oksakoff  at 
their  head.    They  were  alsoH?Cgfclians,  but  glorl 
fied  the  Russian  Church,  the  Autocracy,  and  the  old 
Russian  condition-*  before  Peter  the  Great.  Although 
Herzen  appreciated  the  good  intentions  and  noble 
character  of  many  of  the  Slavophils,  he  could  not 
become  reconciled  to  their  national  clerical  ideals. 
All  the  discussions  in  the  group  in  defence  of  induc- 
tive science  and  realism  gave  Herzen  the  idea  to 
write  his  two  brilliant  essays,  "  Letters  on  N'ature 
Study''  and  "  Puddhisnvin  Science;"  he  also  pub- 
lished a  novel  entitled  Who  is  to  Blame .'  which  was 
received  with  great  interest  by  the  public. 

Prom  Prison  to  Liberty. 

At  that  time  oppression  was  increasing,  the  censor- 
ship was  made  more  and  more  severe,  and  I.'niver- 
*ity  science  was  paralysed.  This  suffocation  of 
social  and  intellectual  life  was  afterwards  described 
by  H erzen  in  his  autobiography,  Events  and R cfla  lion s 
He  was  overjoyed  when  he  obtained  permission  to 
go  abroad.  He  drsenbed  passing  (he  Russian 
frontier  as  crossing  a  prison  threshold  into  liberty. 
From  his  Letters  from  /Inly  and  t  rance  we  scr  that 
he  associated  with  the  champions  of  Italian  hbe  a- 
lion— Mazzini,  Garibaldi,  Pisacanc,  Sforza,  Manini  ; 
in  France  with  advanced  republican  reformers  such 
as  Lcdru-Rollin,  Georges  Sand,  and  especially 
I'rourlhon.  When  living  in  London  he  became 
friendly  with   the    Hungarian    Kossuth    and  his 


friends,  and  afterwards  with  the  Polish  patriot 
Leievel,  the  German  poet  Herwegh,  Marx,  and 
others. 

Wealthy,  generous,  hospitable,  speaking  fluent 
French,  German,  Italian,  and  English,  Herzen  made 
his  house  the  centre  of  men  of  mark  in  science, 
politics,  and  literature.  He  not  only  sympathised 
with,  but  took  an  active  part  in,  the  movement  of 
that  memorable  year  1848,  and  helped  Proudhon  to 
publish  his  paper. 

When  Venice,  Milan,  and  Rome  were  bombarded 
and  silenced  by  Austrian  and  French  troops,  when 
Hungarian  aspirations  were  crushed  by  Tsar 
Nicholas's  Army,  when  in  France  Napoleon's  coup 
d'etat  triumphed,  and  all  the  hopes  of  that  period 
seemed  extinguished,  Herzen  wrote  his  famous 
book  From  the  Other  Shore,  in  which  he  expressed  in 
beautiful  style  his  sorrow  and  indignation,  and  his 
undying  faith  in  his  ideals.  This  book  and  his  auto- 
biography are  still  considered  gems  of  Russian 
literature.  But  it  was  through  his  weekly  Kolokol 
that  he  wielded  the  greatest  influence  on  his  com- 
patriols.  It  was  the  first  free  Russian  publication, 
and  people  of  all  political  and  literary  opinions  sent 
him  information,  while  men  of  high  administrative 
standing  kept  him  posted  as  to  the  Government's 
plans  and  activity. 

The  Outbreak  of  1862. 

Until  1861  his  efforts  were  mainly  directed  towards 
the  emancipation  of  the  serfs,  whom  he  nicknamed 
"  baptised  properly."  When  the  manifesto  of  libera- 
tion was  at  last  promulgated,  he  addressed  to  Alex- 
ander II.  a  most  enthusiastic  congratulatory  article, 
beginning— "Thou  hast  conquered,  O  Galilean!" 
This  was  the  year  of  Herzen's  highest  influence,  and 
of  the  greatest  strength  of  the  Liberal  reform  move- 
ment in  Russia.  The  following  year,  1862,  saw  an 
unprecedented  outbreak  of  incendiarism,  and  a 
series  of  big  fires  occurred  in  Moscow,  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  provincial  towns.  Next  year  the  whole 
town  of  Simbirsk,  the  stronghold  of  the  reactionary 
nobility,  was  reduced  to  ashes.  This  incendiarism 
provoked  the  first  reactionary  step  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  put  the  blame  of  the  disasters  on  the 
advanced  teaching  of  the  younger  generation.  But 
the  people  and  enlightened  circles  were  as 
convinced  that  the  rich  landowners  and  reactionary 
administration  were  guilty  of  this  mysterious  out- 
break in  order  to  stir  up  hatred  and  fear  against 
the  reform  movement.  A  young  and  brilliant 
Senator,  Zhdanoff,  was  sent  to  make  a  personal 
investigation  to  Simbirsk.  Returning  with  what  was 
said  to  be  crushing  facts,  he  died  suddenly  on  the 
Volga  steamer,  and  his  papers  disappeared.  Rumour 
said  that  he  had  been  the  victim  of  a  plot  of  the 
reactionary  nobility  and  administration,  who  feared 
exposure.0 

Waning  Influence. 

The  majority  of  Liberals  were  frightened  ;  a  certain 
hesitation  in  public  opinion  began  to  spread.  Com- 
munications to  the  Kolokol  began  to  diminish,  and 
when,  in  1863,  the  Polish  insurrection  broke  out,  and 
Herzen,  as  a  champion  of  autonomy  and  the  federa- 
tive principle,  took  up  the  cause  of  Poland,  even  his 
most  faithful  supporters  and  friends,  such  as  Tur- 
genieff,  abandoned  him,  and  many  former  Liberals 
sided  with  the  Government.  When  on  Milutin's  pro- 
posal the  Tsar  issued  a  manifesto  granting  the  Polish 
peasants  liberation  from  serfdom  and  land  without 
redemption  payment,  hundreds  of  Liberals  entered 
the  Government  service  in  Poland.  At  the  same 
time  the  Government  inaugurated  a  policy  of  oppres- 
sion in  Russia  itself. 

Herzen  and  Ogareff  continued  their  publications, 
but  their  influence  was  waning.  The  younger  gene- 
ration, although  admiring  Herzen,  w.is  not  guided 
bv  iW.'  a°d  chose  a  new  path — that  of  revolutionary 
conspiracy an(l  Socialistic  propaganda.  His  own 
generation  ancftiends  were  intimidated  by  the  wave 
of  reaction  which  svept  Over  Russia.  The  last  five 
years  of  his  life  I  lerztt.spent  in  Switzerland,  where 
he  continued  his  work.  ]n  January,  1870,11c  died 
after  a  short  illness,  in  Pa 

The  admiration  felt  fortferzen  by  all  enlightened 
Russians  may  be  judgedFom  the  following  little 
incident.  When  the  PuP'C  Prosecutor  liazhanoll 
came  to  examine  me  in  lie  fortress  of  Peter  and 
Paul,  he  announced  to  rf  with  great  sadness  :  "  I 
am  deeply  grieved  to  say 
her  glories.  Alexander 
Paris." 


THE      RETCH"  ANNUAL. 


at  Russia  has  lost  one  of 
erzen  died  last  night  in 


Kniaz. 


Owing  to  rumours  of  proposed  celebration  of 
the  "Red  Sunday"  ann8M*iry  in  memory  of  the 
workmen  who  were  shoKjown  in  Father  Gapon's 
procession  outside  the  finter  Palace  on  January 
2211H,  1905,  numerous  arrM*  liavt;  bccn  effected  at 
Sf.  Petersburg  both  amfK  Students  and  working 
men. 


The  Reich  Annual  for  1913  is  a  very  valuable  pub- 
lication, covering  a  wide  range  of  topics.  It  contains 
as  many  as  thirty-four  articles,  including  two  con- 
tributions from  Professor  Paul  Miliukoff  on  Foreign 
Po  icy  and  on  Finland,  two  by  Deputy  A.  Shin- 
gareff  on  the  Budget  and  Local  Government,  and  an 
informing  article  on  National  Economy  by  Professor 
Tugan-Baranovsky,  who  repeats  his  prediction, 
uttered  two  years  ago,  to  the  effect  that  the  next 
industrial  crisis  in  Russia  must  be  expected  between 
1914  and  1916. 

Professor  Miliukoff  concludes  his  review  of  Finnish 
affairs  with  an  enumeration  of  nineteen  Bills  in 
various  stages  of  preparation,  all  of  which  are 
directed  against  the  national  peculiarities  and  the 
local  legislature  of  the  Grand  Duchy. 

In  his  financial  review,  Deputy  Shingareff  quotes 
with  approval  M.  Kokovtsoff's  recent  declaration 
that  the  further  economic  progress  of  Russia  "only 
requires  external  and  internal  tranquillity,  cultural 
development,  a  wide  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  the 
labour  of  her  vast  population  in  the  various  fields 
of  economy,  science,  and  technical  arts,  to  enable 
her  to  secure  lasting  material  prosperity,  and  to 
take  that  place  in  the  world  to  which  she  is  entitled 
by  the  capacity  of  her  population  and  the  abundance 
of  her  natural  riches." 

Even  the  severest  critics  of  the  Budget,  remarks 
M.  Shingareff,  might  subscribe  to  these  noble  words 
but  for  the  very  absence  of  all  that  they  connote. 
"  Neither  in  the  Budget,"  he  writes,  "  nor,  of  course, 
in  the  general  conditions  of  the  life  of  the  Russian 
people,  gripped  as  it  is  in  the  vice  of  the  Excep- 
tional Regulations,  nor  yet  in  the  whole  present 
policy  of  the  State  is  there  anything  corresponding  to 
these  words  to  be  discovered." 

M.  Nemanoff  concludes  a  review  of  the  Jewish 
Question  with  the  following  pass3ge  : — 

"  I  shall  not  touch  upon  the  nightmare  case  of  the 
murder  of  Yuschinsky,  which  has  agitated  Russian 
society  throughout  1912,  and  still  continues  to  do  so, 
while  it  has  called  forth  protests  full  of  dignity  and 
true  humanity  from  the  most  prominent  men  of 
Germany,  France,  and  England.  For  the  Yuschinsky 
case  goes  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Jewish  Question. 
It  is  a  question  for  the  Russian  nation  at  lacge:  It  is 
a  question  of  the  dignity  and  the  honour  of  Russian 
justice,  and  hence  we  are  unable  to  discuss  it 
exclusively  from  the  Jewish  point  of  view.  With  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  M.  Brandorf,  who  does  not 
wish  to  see,  and  of  M.  Scheglovitoff.  it  is  clear  as 
daylight  to  everyone  that  an  innocent  man  has  been 
languishing  for  a  year  and  a  half  in  prison,  while  the 
true  murderers  are  walking  about  at  large. 


A   BRUTAL  OFFICIAL. 


Ten  year*  Inter,  In  1174,  when 
neM  Adelaide  llarataell,  iron 
'lorn  One  clay,  speaking  of  Z 
In  nndcr'tand  that  it  was  the 
reactionary  administration. 


n  antli  in  Siberia  I  mi  1  an  old  lady, 

Simblisk.  a  passionate  defender  of 
lanoff's  mysterious  death,  she  ifave 

prk of  nwmbtra ot  tin  old  nobility 


When  the  period  of  reform  inaugurated  by 
Alexander  II.  was  succeeded  by  one  of  reaction 
under  Alexander  III.,  the  retrogressive  policy  with 
regard  to  the  peasantry  wis  marked  by  the  intro- 
duction of  Land  Captains  (Zemskie  Natchalntkt),  with 
discretionary  powers,  instead  of  the  more  popular 
Arbitrators  (Mirovye  Posredniki),  who  used  to  adjust 
the  conflicting  claims  of  the  emancipated  peasants 
and  their  former  masters,  the  squires. 

The  Land  Captains  have  become  notorious  for 
their  arbitrary  proceedings.  Not  all  of  them,  how- 
ever, carry  their  despotism  as  far  as  was  done  by 
Naval  Lieutenant  Stogoff,  the  Land  Captain  of  the 
3rd  division  of  the  Enotaev  district,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Astrakhan.  On  January  8th  Stogoff  called 
at  the  cantonal  office  of  the  village  of  Bolkhuna  in 
order  to  inspect  the  arrangements  for  a  Christmas 
party  fixed  for  the  following  day.  Meeting  there 
the  cantonal  clerk,  Zaishnikoff,  Stogoff  publicly 
reproached  him  with  inefficiency,  and  finally  ordered 
the  constable  to  take  him  away  and  place  him  under 
arrest.  The  clerk  protested,  and  declared  that  lie 
would  not  submit  to  arrest  without  an  order  in 
writing.  This  still  further  incensed  the  Land  Cap- 
tain, who  bade  the  constable  hold  the  clerk  while  he 
attacked  him  with  volleys  of  abuse  and  threats. 
Then,  suddenly  pulling  a  Browning  revolver  from 
his  pocket,  he  fired  six  shots  at  X aishnikoff,  who 
dropped  down  bleeding.  When  some  of  the  people 
rushed  to  his  help,  the  Land  Captain  stopped  them, 
exclaiming  : — 

"  Let  him  perish  !    A  dog  must  die  like  a  dog  !  " 

When  the  divisional  Commissary  arrived  he  dis- 
irmed  Hie  Land  Captain,  whom  he  placed  under 
domestic  arrest. 

The  clerk  is  not  expected  to  recover  from  his 
injuries.   

The  Governor  of  Minsk  has  ordered  the  imprison- 
ment of  Father  MHaszewi  ki,  Abbot  of  the  Rubiezy- 
wicze  Convent,  for  three  months,  without  the  option 
of  a  line,  for  the  offence  of  having  arranged  a  collec- 
tion among  his  parishioners  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  pay  a  line  of  50  roubles  to  which  he  had  been 
subjected. 
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THE   HOUSE  OF  ROMANOFF. 


On  March  6th  the  Romanoff  dynasty  celebrates 
the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  its  establish- 
ment. There  are  many,  it  is  true,  who  question 
whether  a  Romanoff  has  sat  upon  the  Kussian 
throne  since  the  death  of  Peter  III.  in  1762,  in 
view  of  the  lively  suspicions  attaching  to  the 
paternity  of  Paul,  the  son  of  Catherine  the  Great. 
At  this  time  of  day,  however,  we  may  give  the 
present  ruler  of  All  the  Russias  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  as  to  the  purity  of  his  pedigree, 
and  hail  him  as  the  true  descendant  of  Tsar 
Michael  Romanoff,  whom  in  1613  the  Zemsky 
Sobor  elected  to  reign  in  Moscow  and  drive 
back  the  Polish  peril.  It  is  not  an  ancestry 
upon  which  Nicholas  II.  can  look  back  with  very 
great  pride — as  even  the  staunchest  champion  of 
the  "  Divine  right "  theory  will  be  constrained  to 
admit.  The  record  of  the  Romanoffs  is  stained 
with  blood  and  darkened  with  oppression  on 
almost  every  page.  Some  few  of  them  have 
displayed  qualities  which  compel  admiration, 
and  which  in  a  more  favourable  environment 
might  have  raised  Russia  to  be  a  great  nation 
in  something  more  than  a  military  sense.  The 
stark  figure  of  Peter  the  Great,  a  ruler  of 
brilliant  ability  who  practically  created  modern 
Russia,  merits  many  tributes ;  and  in  later  times 
Alexander  II.,  who,  had  he  been  spared  the 
assassin's  bomb,  might  have  succeeded  in  trans- 
forming his  country  into  a  centre  of  civilisation 
and  of  good  government,  stands  out  as  the  one 
Tsar  who  is  entitled  to  the  full  affection  of  his 
people  and  the  respect  of  the  world  at  large.  But 
such  bright  interludes  are  very  rare  in  this  dark 
drama,  and  their  promise  has  never  been  fulfilled. 
In  Russian  history  Reaction,  deposed  now  and 
again  for  a  brief  space,  has  invariably  come 
back  to  its  own,  and  there  has  been  no  effort  at 
reform  during  the  last  three  hundred  years  that 
exceeded  the  limits  of  a  single  reign. 

The  fault  is  to  be  attributed  largely  to  the 
character  of  the  rulers  themselves,  although  some 
excuse  may  be  found  for  them  in  the  terrible 
traditions  of  Autocracy  which  had  come  to  be 
looked  upon  as  sacred  ;  and  in  the  surroundings 
of  the  Throne,  hedged  in  as  it  has  always  been 
by  an  army  of  nobles  who  look  upon  the  common 
folk  as  their  slaves,  there  lies  a  further  reason 
which  has  prevented  the  Tsars  of  Russia  from 
working  for  the  welfare  of  their  people.  Between 
the  Monarch  and  the  millions  of  his  subjects 
there  has  always  been  a  gulf  which,  except  in 
the  case  of  Alexander  II.,  no  real  effort  has  been 
made  to  bridge  ;  the  mere  fact  that  until  fifty 
years  ago  the  outrageous  institution  of  serfdom 
still  existed  in  Russia  shows  in  what  depths  of 
barbarity  the  country  has  been  held  down  during 
all  but  a  fraction  of  the  Romanoff  era.  Some- 
thing might  have  been  forgiven  these  despots  if, 
amid  the  general  misery  of  their  rule,  they  had 
yet  given  their  patronage  and  encouragement  to 
literature  and  the  fine  arts  ;  many  a  tyrant  whose 
political  acts  are  justly  execrated  has  saved  his 
name  from  utter  reproach  by  his  hospitable 
entertainment  of  the  Muses.  In  Russia,  however, 
except  perhaps  under  the  Empress  Elizabeth, 
literature  has  had  to  wage  a  ceaseless  struggle 
against  the  repressive  influences  of  the 
Court  and  the  general  administration.  The 
one   thing  the    Romanoffs  have  accomplished 


for  Russia  is  the  enlarge  ment  of  her  territories. 
This  the}-  have  done  wf  h  an  almost  insatiable 
appetite,  at  the  expewe  notably  of  Poland, 
Finland,  Georgia,  and  Tffkey  ;  but  the  consum- 
mate treachery  and  tht:  awful  atrocities  with 
which  this  work  has  been  carried  out  render 
Russia  as  she  stands  to-day  an  Empire  saddled 
with  a  thousand  curses.  I "  They  are  engaged  in 
digging  the  grave  of  hurianity,"  said  Frederick 
the  Great  in  1760  when  the  Russians  entered 
Berlin  and  committed  ut  speakable  outrages  ;  in 
more  recent  times  the  same  indictment  has  too 
often  been  applicable. 

To-day  Nicholas  II.  wears  the  crown  of 
Michael  Romanoff,  and  is-  preparing  to  solemnise 
in  fitting  style  the  great  anniversary  of  his 
house.  We  could  bring  ourselves  to  look  away 
from  the  trail  of  blood  that  lies  behind  him  and 
offer  him  our  warm  felicitations  could  we  observe 
any  sign  that  the  regeneration  of  Russia,  for 
which  all  humanity  yearns,  was  being  assisted 
from  above.  But  we  ]>>ok  for  such  a  sign  in 
vain.  The  old  Autccraw,  it  is  true,  has  dis- 
appeared, and  the  Monarchy  is  now  clothed  in  the 
semblance  of  a  Constitutional  garb.  The  Tsar 
no  longer  kills  his  subj  ?cts  to  serve  a  passing- 
caprice,  and  his  action  !  are  to  some  extent 
governed  by  law.  But  the  despotism  of  one 
has  been  succeeded  by  tht;  despotism  of  the  many, 
and  under  the  rule  of  the^ureaucracy  oppx-ession 
and  violence  still  flourish  in  almost  as  great  a 
measure  as  they  did  under  the  most  irresponsible 
Tsar.  The  peasants  are  no  longer  serfs,  but 
they  have  been  denied  the  land  which  alone  can 
give  them  their  full  liberty  and  eliminate  the 
lingering  characteristics  of  serfdom.  There  is  a 
State  Duma  to  perform  the  work  of  legislation, 
but  such  a  mockery  of  representative  govern- 
ment never  existed.  There  is  no  liberty  of 
thought  or  speech  throughout  the  land,  literature 
and  education  are  still  the  victims  of  repression 
and  persecution,  and  the  prisons  are  full  to  over- 
flowing with  men  and  women  whose  only  crime 
is  a  desire  to  see  Russia  well  governed.  Because 
of  their  religion  six  million  Jews  are  confined  in 
a  Ghetto  known  as  the  Pale  of  Settlement,  and 
are  deprived  of  citizen  rights.  Within  the 
Empire  the  subject  nationalities  are  still 
oppressed,  and  abroad  endeavours  are  still  being 
made  to  add  by  aggressive  and  barbarous 
methods  to  the  already  unwieldy  extent  of 
Russia's  dominions.  In  such  circumstances  as 
these  the  Romanoff  Tercentenary  commemora- 
tion must  needs  be  held  under  a  heavy  cloud  ; 
but  if  Nicholas  II.  will  celebrate  it  by  acts 
which  show  a  determination  to  lead  his  people 
in  the  path  of  true  advancement,  the  darkness 
will  begin  to  be  dissipated,  and  we  shall  be  able 
to  say  that  after  three  hundred  years  the 
Romanoffs  have  justified  their  rule. 


OBSERVER  OF 
OPINION. 


PUBLIC 


According  to  the  Grajdartin,  there  exists  in  St. 
Petersburg  an  official  under  the  title  of  "Observer  of 
Public  Opinion."  He  holds  the  rank  of  a  Colonel, 
and  his  salary  varies  considerably  from  year  to  year, 
ranging  between  7,000  and  70,000  roubles.  While  he 
belongs  to  the  Police  Department,  his  special  milieu 
is  the  restaurants,  from  the  most  expensive  down  to 
the  humblest.  His  duties  consist  in  eating  and 
drinking,  and  at  the  same  time  listening  to  every- 
thing that  is  said  around  him. 


THE    DUMA  DISSECTED. 

II.  —The   Nationalists    and   the  Centre 
Parties. 


The  political  complexion  of  the  Nationalists  is 
hardly  to  be  distinguished  from  that  of  the  Extreme 
Right.  "  They  are  more  civil  than  Purishkevitch  " — 
that,  in  a  sentence,  sums  them  up.  There  are  over 
a  hundred  of  them  in  the  Duma,  but  it  is  difficult  to 
point  to  a  single  one  of  their  number  who  is  more  or 
less  distinguished  for  his  intelligence  or  for  his 
oratorical  powers. 

The  most  conspicuous  member  of  the  group  is 
Count  V.  Bobrinsky.  He  is  known  as  the  Nationalist 
drum,  because  of  his  rattling  voice,  and  he  is  a 
double-faced  gentleman.  A  pronounced  Liberal 
when  he  is  anxious  to  defend  "our  Austrian  brother- 
Slavs"  against  Austria,  he  rages  against  Russia's 
"brother-Slavs"  in  Poland.  He  denounces  the 
illegalities  of  the  Austrian  Government,  and  applauds 
the  system  of  "  provocation  "  as  maintained  by  the 
late  M.  Stolypin. 

Stolypin's  Favourite. 

Another  leader  of  the  party,  and  its  founder,  is  M. 
Balashoff,  whose  peculiar  merit  consists  in  his  having 
been  M.  Stolypin's  favourite.  He  has  absolutely  no 
title  to  the  position  of  leader  ;  he  knows  neither  how 
to  speak  nor  how  to  hold  his  tongue.  With  the 
death  of  M.  Stolypin  his  role  came  to  an  end. 

Then  there  is  M.  Shulguin,  that  sarcastic  orator 
who  "roasts "his  opponents  by  means  of  anecdotes 
of  doubtful  taste,  but  who  cannot  persuade  even  his 
own  party.  "When  he  speaks,"  his  friends  declare, 
"  you  would  say  that  he  is  thinking  just  the  opposite." 
There  are  also  M.  Tchikhatchoff ,  the.  Pole-baiter,  Dr. 
S.  Reine,  the  gynecologist,  Colonel  Besac,  M. 
Vetchinin,  the  ex-chief  of  police,  M.  Polovtseff,  a 
former  Government  official,  all  of  whom  have  come 
to  the  front  because  under  M.  Stolypin  they  made 
the  loudest  outcry  against  the  Jews,  the  Finns,  and 
the  Poles.  We  must  also  mention  the  famous  M. 
Savenko,  who  came  from  Kiev  with  the  reputation 
of  being  a  great  orator  ;  after  his  first  speech,  how- 
ever, his  reputation  burst  like  a  soap-bubble. 

They  are  a  dull  and  colourless  group — a  flock  of 
lambs  in  the  presence  of  the  Government,  but  a  pack 
of  wolves  where  the  oppressed  nationalities  are  con- 
cerned. Their  numbers  alone  enable  them  to  play  a 
part  in  Russian  politics. 

The  Nationalist  "  Centre." 

M.  Krupensky  fell  out  with  M.  Balashoff  and  formed 
a  "new  group;''  and  so  M.  Krupensky  now  bustles 
about,  goes  in  for  lobbying,  and  makes  a  considerable 
noise.  His  speeches  are  laughed  at,  for  this  Nation- 
alist "  leader,"  like  his  Bessarabian  compatriot,  the 
"  Real  Russian  "  Minister,  M.  Kasso,  speaks  Russian 
badly.  But  M.  Kokovtsoff's  Government  favours  this 
group,  which,  as  we  have  already  stated,  calls  itself 
the  Conservative  Constitutional  party,  henceforth  to 
be  known  as  the  "  Coco."  The  present  Government 
has  veered  to  the  Left  as  compared  with  that  of  M. 
Stolypin  in  so  far  as  M.  Krupensky  has  detached  him- 
self from  M.  Balashoff.  It  would  be  foolish  to  look 
for  any  political  significance  in  this  gauchissement, 

Among  the  members  of  this  group  we  may  note 
M.  V.  Lvoff,  who  has  the  knack  of  supporting  two 
diametrically  opposed  views  in  a  single  speech. 

The  Nationalist  "  Centre"  will  be  an  insignificant 
factor  in  the  Duma,  in  point  both  of  numbers  and  of 
capacity. 

The  Octobrists. 

Distinction  must  be  made  between  the  Left  and  the 
Right  Octobrists.  Among  the  former  are  men  of  dis- 
tinction, such  as  M.  Alexeienko,  the  Budget  reporter, 
M.  Khomiakoff,  a  former  President  of  the  Duma  and 
a  typical  example  of  the  old  Liberal  nobility,  Pro- 
fessor Shidlovsky,  and  Baron  Meyendorf.  All  these 
are  convinced  Constitutionalists,  but  men  of  weak 
character — political  molluscs. 

Among  the  Right  Octobrists  the  most  influential  is 
M.  N.  Shubinsky,  the  evil  genius  of  the  party.  An 
opportunist  of  the  worst  kind,  he  changes  his  opinions 
with  bewildering  rapidity.  As  reporter  of  the 
Judicial  Reform  Committee,  he  declared  his  opposi- 

•  The  first  arlicle  appeared  on  January  2yth. 
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tion  towards  the  volost  or  cantonal  court  ;  but  when 
he  appeared  at  the  tribune  of  the  Duma  he  suddenly 
changed  his  view  and,  in  obedience  to  a  gesture 
from  M.  Stolypin,  declared  in  favour  of  maintaining 
that  institution.  During  one  of  his  speeches  in  t lie 
third  Duma  he  was  called  a  sharper  to  his  face  ;  M. 
Shubinsky  merely  smiled  and  shook  his  interrupter 
by  the  hand. 

Which  of  the  two  Octobrist  wings — the  Left  or 
the  Right — will  gain  the  upper  hand  in  the  fourth 
Duma,  it  is  difficult  to  foretell.  They  made  their 
debut  among  the  Opposition  because  they  regarded 
themselves  as  an  injured  party  in  the  elections.  But 
if  the  Government  casts  a  friendly  eye  upon  them 
they  will  abandon  their  Opposition  spirit  and  take 
up  a  new  attitude. 

The  Progressists. 

The  most  notable  figures  on  the  Progressist 
benches  are  those  of  MM.  N.  Lvoff  and  I.  Efremoff. 
The  former  is  an  old  champion  of  the  Zemstvos,  was 
a  member  of  the  Emancipation  Union,  and  enjoys 
general  esteem.  His  speeches  are  listened  to 
with  equal  attention  by  his  friends  and  his  oppo- 
nents. He  has  a  profound  knowledge  of  the  condi- 
tions under  which  the  Russian  people  live,  and  is  to 
be  found  at  the  head  of  every  movement  for  the 
relief  of  the  victims  of  famine.  M.  Efremoff  is  a 
good  organiser  and  a  pacifist  by  conviction. 

A  new  figure  among  the  Progressists  is  M.  Kono- 
valoff,  the  representative  of  the  Iiaulc  commerce  of 
Moscow.  He  is  an  Anglophile,  having  lived  in 
England  for  a  number  of  years,  and  he  is  very 
English  in  manner.  He  is  a  persona  grata  with 
M.  Kokovtsoff,  and  no  one  would  be  surprised  if  one 
day  he  received  the  portfolio  of  Minister  of  Com- 
merce. 

Another  member  of  the  group  is  the  priest  Titoff, 
who  has  doffed  his  cassock  to  enter  the  Duma. 
He  is  an  excellent  speaker,  and  will  intervene  in  all 
questions  concerning  the  primary  schools  and  Church 
reform. 

The  Progressists  represent  the  great  business 
community,  which  has  arrived  at  a  consciousness  of 
its  power.  Sooner  or  later  they  will  form  the 
personnel  of  the  Ministerial  reformation. 

(To  be  continued.) 


POLICE  OFFENCES. 


Annual   Investigation    Ordered   by  New 
Minister. 

The  well-known  reputation  of  the  Russian  police 
for  bribery,  corruption,  and  extortion  has  been 
officially  admitted. 

The  first  circular  addressed  by  M.  Maklakoff,  the 
new  Minister  of  the  Interior,  orders  the  Governors 
of  provinces  to  arrange  an  annual  "  revision "  or 
investigation  of  the  illegal  acts  of  the  ordinary  and 
Okhrana  police  in  their  localities.  But,  although 
these  periodical  investigations  all  over  the  country 
will,  no  doubt,  reveal  an  appalling  number  of  criminal 
acts  perpetrated  by  the  police  authorities,  one  can 
hardly  hope  for  their  cessation  under  the  continued 
Okhrana  rSgitne,  which  is  the  very  embodiment  of 
the  principle  of  illegality. 

In  thi;  connection  the  Utro  Rossiy  points  out  that, 
while  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  is  ordering  a 
general  overhauling  of  all  the  police  offices  of  the 
Empire  in  search  of  criminal  acts  committed  by  the 
police  authorities,  the  newspapers  report  from 
various  places  the  reinstatement  of  police  officers 
whose  corrupt  practices  have  already  been  formally 
admitted  by  the  authorities  or  condemned  by  the 
courts  of  law. 

The  Governor  of  Ekaterinoslav,  for  instance,  lias 
pardoned  the  convicted  Commissary  of  the  Verkhned- 
nieprovsk  sub-district,  and  has  reinstated  District 
Captain  Xerovnia,  of  Bakhmut,  the  promoter  of 
houses  of  ill-fame.  The  former  Commissary  of  Police 
at  the  town  of  Ekaterinoslav,  who  had  been 
dismissed  for  having  thrashed  a  householder  at  the 
police  station,  has  been  appointed  assistant  to  the 
Ekaterinoslav  District  Captain. 

Commenting  on  the  discharge  of  General  Kourloff 
and  on  the  Minister  of  the  Interior's  order  for  an 
annual  investigation  of  the  police  service,  Prince 
Me:cher<-ky  declares  that  any  reform  of  the  Detective 
and  Okhrana  services  is  doomed  to  failure  before- 
hand unless  preceded  or  accompanied  by  the  aboli- 
tion of  all  the  varieties  of  the  "  exceptional  "  regime. 
He  considers  that  the  continuous  renewal  of  Okhrana 
rule  from  year  to  year  amounts  to  an  insult  to  the 
prestige  of  the  authorities,  as  it  testifies  to  the  fact 
that  both  the  supreme  authority  and  the  Administra- 
tion feel  unequal  to  the  task  of  governing  the  country 
while  adhering  to  the  existing  laws. 


At  Ekaterinoslav  six  constables  have  been  com- 
mitted for  trial  on  charges  of  embezzlement  and 
cruelty.  One  of  them  is  accused  of  having  tortured 
to  death  a  peasant  named  Stepanoff. 


THE  ROMANOFF  TERCEN- 
TENARY. 

Prospects  of  the  Political  Amnesty  Scheme. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petershurg,  January  29th. 

In  connection  with  the  approaching  Tercentenary 
of  the  Romanoff  dynasty,  a  Liberal  paper  recently 
enumerated  vat  ious  political  and  common-law  crimes 
for  which,  it  was  said,  an  amnesty  would  be  granted 
on  the  date  of  the  celebration.  The  news  was  officially 
denied,  but  in  such  a  form  that  the  public  could  not 
make  out  whether  there  was  to  be  an  amnesty  or  not. 
This  was  followed  by  an  another  official  announce- 
ment to  the  effect  that  the  Tercentenary  acts  of 
grace  would  equal  in  scope  those  promulgated  in 
1904  on  the  occasion  of  the  birth  of  an  heir  to  the 
Throne.  Hence  it  would  appear  that  there  is  to  be 
a  fairly  extensive  amnesty  after  all. 

This  measure  is  not  only  needed  by  the  general 
population,  which  cannot  reconcile  itself  to  the  cruel 
and  vindictive  attitude  displayed  by  the  law  courts 
and  the  Administration  after  the  suppression  of  the 
movement  of  1905-6  ;  the  need  of  an  amnesty  is  also 
felt  by  the  Administration  itself,  which  complains  of 
the  enormous  overcrowding  of  the  prisons  and  of 
the  overburdening  of  the  courts  with  all  sorts  of 
cases.  Russian  justice  is  not  adapted  to  political  cases. 
Formerly  these  used  to  be  decided  by  administrative 
order  ;  now,  however,  a  mass  of  so-called  political 
crimes,  especially  Press  cases,  have  to  be  brought 
before  the  courts,  and  such  cases  are  so  numerous 
that  the  courts  are  quite  unable  to  get  through  them. 
But,  while  consenting  to  an  amnesty,  our  ruling 
spheres  dislike  the  word  itself,  which  reminds  them 
of  the  forced  amnesty  of  ,1905.  The  Tsar  and  those 
near  him  will  not  have  the  disagreeable  word  men- 
tioned, and  hence  the  official  documents  will  only 
speak  of  acts  of  grace  and  clemency  to  the  people. 

Postage  "  Patriots." 

In  connection  with  the  Tercentenary  a  curious 
fact  may  be  mentioned.  The  Postal  Department  has 
issued  commemorative  stamps  bearing  the  effigies  of 
Peter  the  Great,  Catherine  II.,  Alexander  II., 
Alexander  III.,  and  Nicholas  II.  Of  late  years  a 
special  kind  of  patriotism  tias  developed  which  makes 
a  point  of  accentuating  its  loyalty  to  the  reigning 
house  with  a  view  to  gaining  notice  and  reward,  and 
the  issue  of  the  new  stamps  has  served  as  an  occa- 
sion for  a  patriotic  campaign  of  this  kind.  In 
several  towns  the  officials  of  the  Postal  Administra- 
tion have  declared  an  extraordinary  strike,  refusing 
to  put  the  cancelling  stamp  over  the  effigies  of 
Imperial  personages.  The  Russkoye  Znantya,  the 
organ  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People — a  most 
reactionary  political  organisation  composed  of  the 
lowest  and  most  ignorant  elements  of  the  popula- 
tion— publishes  nearly  every  day  letters  of  protest 
against  the  new  stamps.  I  quote  one  of  those  letters, 
as  it  is  highly  characteristic.  It  is  addressed  by  a 
clergyman,  an  Archimandrite,  to  Alexander  Ivano- 
vitch  Dubrovin,  the  President  of  the  Union  of  the 
Russian  People,  and  runs  as  follows  : — 

"  Revolted  as  I  am  to  the  very  depth  of  my  Black 
Hundred  heart  at  the  Jubilee  stamps  bearing  the 
portraits  of  the  Emperors,  I  cannot  do  anything  in  my 
powerless  wrath.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  write  a  single 
letter  during  the  whole  year  !  I  cannot  even  think 
of  sending  a  letter,  and  thus  becoming  an  involuntary 
insulter  of  his  Imperial :  Majesty,  knowing  as  I  do 
that  a  post-office  clerk  will  plump  with  impunity  a 
stamp  over  the  effigy  of  his  person,  which  is  holy 
to  me. 

"And  then  the  envelopes  with  such  effigies  !  Why, 
they  are  not  preserved,  but  are  thrown  away  and 
scattered  about  anywhere,  in  the  most  unclean  places, 
whereas  before  the  festivals  a  peasant  adorns  his 
walls  with  these  portraits,  next  to  the  holy 
images.    .    .  . 

"  Alexander  Ivanovitch,  raise  the  hue  and  cry  in 
the  Rus  hoyc  Znamya  !  Is  it  really  impossible  to  do 
anything  ?  Let  them  at  least  withdraw  the  seven- 
kopek  stamp.  The  dead  are  immune  to  shame  ;  but 
let  them  withdraw  at  least  the  effigy  of  our  living 
Sovereign,  and  save  it  from  being  stamped.  It  is  an 
unprecedented  insult  which  has  never  been  seen 
before,  but  which  is  now  being  repeated  thousands 
of  times  a  day.  They  do  not  stamp  the  effigies  of 
the  monarchs  abroad.  Why,  then,  should  it  only  be 
allowed  among  us  ? 

"  Alexander  Ivanovitch,  for  the  sake  of  Christ 
raise  your  voice,  or  find  some  expedient,  for  it  is 
impossible  to  endure  it  for  a  whole  year.  .  .  . 
Oh,  woe  to  us  !  We  are  simple-hearted,  and  wise 
after  the  fact,  while  the  enemy  is  wily  and  wicked." 


The  proposed  gathering  of  the  Monarchist  Unions 
in  St.  Petersburg  on  March  6th  for  the  celebration  of 
the  Romanoff  Tercentenary  is  causing  serious  anxiety 


to  the  authorities,  who  fear  that  disorders  may  arise 
from  a  large  influx  of  the  "  Black  Hundred  '  elements 
into  the  capital.  'I  he  professed  purpose  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Monarchist  gathering  ft  to  mar.ife-t 
their  devotion  to  the  "Autocratic  Tsar." 

In  connection  with  the  general  demand  for  a  political 
amnesty,  the  Russftaya  Molva  gives  some  interesting 
statistics  of  the  number  of  political  prisoners  in 
Russia. 

On  January  1st,  191 1,  there  were  6,946  such 
prisoners  in  the  remote  governments  of  European 
Russia  or  in  Siberia,  but  during  191 2  the  number 
diminished.  Including,  however,  those  political 
prisoners  who  were  sentenced  by  the  ordinary  courts 
of  law,  the  total  figure  for  the  year  1912  reached 
180,000,  of  whom  30,000  were  convicts,  while  40  per 
cent,  had  been  sentenced  to  long  terms. 

During  the  same  year  about  30,000  prisoners  were 
kept  at  the  various  police-stations,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  determine  the  prcportion  of  politicals  among  their 
number.  • 


POLITICAL  STRIKES. 


The  organisation  of  political  strikes  and  the 
attempts  at  their  suppression  are  moving  in  a  vicious 
circle.  Tens  of  thousands  of  workmen  commemo- 
rated by  a  one-day  strike  the  eighth  anniversary  of 
the  late  Father  Gapon's  ill-fated  procession  to  the 
Winter  Palace,  and  in  consequence  numerous  arrests 
were  made  by  the  police.  To  this  act  of  repression 
on  the  part  of  the  authorities  the  workmen  have 
replied  with  fresh  strikes  by  way  of  protest. 

At  Riga  seventy  persons  have  been  imprisoned  for 
terms  ranging  from  a  fortnight  to  three  months  for 
having  joined  a  street  demonstration  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  anniversay  of  "  Red  Sunday." 

According  to  the  official  statistics  of  the  Ministry 
of  Finance,  as  quoted  by  the  St.  Petersburg  corre- 
spondent of  the  Daily  Telegraph,  the  number  of 
separate  labour  strikes  last  year  was  1,918,  with  a 
total  of  no  less  than  683,000  strikers,  which  was 
nearly  as  many  as  during  the  last  revolutionary  vear 
of  1907. 

The  numbers  and  extent  of  strikes  have  very  much 
increased  again  in  the  last  two  years.  A  remarkable 
feature  in  the  above-mentioned  number  of  strikes  in 
1912  is  that  1,216,  with  an  aggregate  of  511,309 
strikers,  were  for  political  reasons,  only  792  strikes, 
involving  172,952  men,  having  originated'on  economic 
grounds. 


JEWS  AND  "  CHRISTIAN  "  NAMES. 


Strange  Demand  of  the  Holy  Synod. 


Owing  to  the  objections  raised  by  the  Holy  Synod, 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  applied  to  the  Senate 
for  its  decision  as  to  whether  it  is  lawful  for  Jewish 
parents  to  give  their  children  Christian  names  at 
their  birth. 

The  Russian  Code  contains  no  prohibition  in  that 
sense,  and  only  insists  that  the  names  as  actually  used 
shall  show  no  variation  from  the  form  in  which  the}' 
were  originally  registered.  The  officially  convened 
Rabbinical  Commission  has  declared,  in  reply  to  the 
Government's  inquiry,  that  the  Jewish  laws  impose 
no  restrictions  whatever  on  the  choice  of  names.  The 
Holy  Synod,  however,  asserts  that  the  use  of  a  Chris- 
tian name  can  only  be  permitted  when  it  constitutes 
an  actual  token  of  communion  with  Christ,  and  carries 
with  it  the  veneration  of  the  Saint  whose  name  is 
given  to  the  infant.  Otherwise  the  use  of  such  names 
amounts  to  blasphemy,  and  is  an  insult  to  Chris- 
tianity. 

The  Holy  Synod  evidently  overlooks  the  fact  that 
the  names  of  many  Christian  Saints  are  themselves 
derived  from  the  Old  Testament. 

The  Senate  Puzzled. 

The  Senate  has  informed  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  that  it  is  unable  to  appreciate  the  point  of  his 
inquiry.  On  this  subject  the  Retell  comments  as 
follows  : — 

"  While  the  most  heartrending  news  keeps  coming 
in  from  the  provinces,  while  thousands  of  people,  as 
though  after  an  earthquake,  are  left  without  shelter 
and  driven  into  the  arms  of  death  by  starvation,  what 
is  it  that  occupies  the  mind  of  the  central  Govern- 
ment ?  It  is  a  question  which  was  never  raised  even 
by  Pobiedonostzeff — namely,  whether  Jews  may  be 
called  by  Christian  names — and  for  this  purpose  the 
whole  machinery  of  the  State  has  been  set  in  motion. 
The  Minister  of  Justice,  the  Rabbinical  Committee, 
the  Most  Holy  Synod  have  been  writing,  searching, 
and  investigating  for  years,  and  convening  commis- 
sions in  order  that  the  Senate  shall  have  to  declare  in 
the  end  that  it  does  not  even  grasp  the  very  nature 
of  the  question  !  " 
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To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great 
sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — CROM- 
WELL ON  THE  PERSECUTION  OF  THE  VaUDOIS. 


NOTES. 


Amnesty  Hopes. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  from  our  St.  Petersburg 
correspondent  that  there  is  a  good  prospect  of 
some  kind  of  an  amnesty  being  extended  to 
political  offenders.  It  is  unlikely,  of  course, 
that  a  general  amnesty  will  be  proclaimed,  but 
there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  a  fairly  large 
number  of  special  "  acts  of  grace  "  will  be  pro- 
mulgated, and  that  many  of  those  large-hearted 
men  and  women  who  have  been  spending 
the  best  years  of  their  lives  in  prison  or  in 
exile  will  at  any  rate  be  allowed  to  die  in 
the  freedom  of  which  they  have  been  such 
devoted  champions.  It  does  not  appear  that 
there  will  be  any  other  form  of  Tercentenary 
celebration  by  which  the  rulers  of  Russia  will 
endeavour  to  reconcile  themselves  with  the 
people.  Several  striking  suggestions  might  be 
made — the  abolition  of  the  Pale  of  Settlement, 
for  instance — but  they  would  inevitably  fall  upon 
deaf  ears.  A  political  amnesty  is,  at  any  rate, 
something  to  the  good,  and  we  can  only  trust, 
with  what  optimism  we  can  command,  that  it 
will  speedily  be  followed  by  a  legal  reform 
which  will  prevent  the  Russian  prisons  from 
again  becoming  ovei^crowded  with  "  politicals." 


The  Lena  Inquiry. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  the  appointment, 
nine  months  ago,  of  a  Government  Commission 
to  inquire  into  the  tragedy  at  the  Lena  gold- 
fields  was  hailed  by  Russian  Liberals  with  a 
satisfaction  which  we  could  not  bring  ourselves 
to  share.  The  event  has  pi'oved  that  our  scepti- 
cism was  amply  justified.  Senator  Manukhin, 
who  was  in  charge  of  the  investigation,  com- 
pleted and  presented  his  report  some  time  ago, 
but  there  is  little  ground  for  believing  that  it 
will  receive  adequate  attention,  and  still  less  for 
hoping  that  the  Government  will  act  upon  its 
recommendations.  The  fact  is  that  in  the  settle- 
ment of  this  grim  business  there  are  two  official 
forces  opposed  to  one  another,  and  it  is 
extremely  doubtful  which  of  them  will  prevail. 
Senator  Manukhin,  it  will  be  recalled,  failed  to 
discover  any  trace  of  violent  procedure  or  even 
of  political  aspirations  in  the  strike  of  the  ill- 
used  miners,  and  his  conclusions  have  been 
endorsed  by  the  reports  of  M.  Bantysh,  the 
Governor  of  Irkutsk.  The  latter  is  now  in  St. 
Petersburg,  where  he  is  defending  in  person  the 
correctness  of  the  statements  made  by  the 
Revising  Senator. 


Will  the  Report  be  Shelved? 

These  statements,  however,  did  not  suit  the 
book  of  the  ex-Minister  of  the  Interior,  M. 
Makaroff,  who  was  bent  on  attributing  the 
catastrophe  to  an  imaginary  rebellion  and  on 
justifying  the  author  of  the  massacre,  Captain 
Treschenkoff.  M.  Makaroff  has  now  disappeared 
from  the  scene,  but  the  atmosphere  that  inspired 


his  famous  dictum — "  So  it  has  always  been, 
and  so  it  always  will  be " — still  pervades  the 
department  over  which  he^uled.'  His  views  find  a 
worthy  champion  in  the  Assistant-Minister  of  the 
Interior,  M.  Zolotareff,  who  is  doing  his  utmost 
to  discredit  the  reports  of  Senator  Manukhin 
and  M.  Bantysh ;  and  in  this  work  he  receives 
valuable  support  from  the  Ministerof  Commerce. 
The  Premier,  it  is  believed,  is  in  sympathy  with 
the  conclusions  of  the  investigators,  but  the 
attitude  of  M.  Maklakoff,  the  new  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  is  still  a  matter  of  uncertainty,  and  it  is 
probably  his  influence  that  will  turn  the  scales 
one  way  or  the  other.  The  matter  is  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Cabinet,  whose  decision, 
in  view  of  the  strength  of  the  forces  that  are 
seeking  to  whitewash  the  criminals  who  are 
responsible  for  the  massacre,  will  be  awaited  with 
no  little  anxiety.  If  Senator  Manukhin's  inquiry 
enjoys  the  fate  of  most  other  Government 
inquiries,  the  principle  of  official  responsibility, 
which  is  already  sufficiently  attenuated,  will 
receive  its  final  death-blow,  and  we  may  expect 
to  see  Government  functionaries  all  over  Russia 
emulating  with  impunity  the  exploits  of  Captain 
Treschenkoff. 

Police  Administration. 

One  of  M.  Maklakoff's  earliest  acts  at  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  been  to  order  an 
annual  investigation  into  the  management  of  the 
police  departments  throughout  the  Empire.  On 
the  face  of  it  this  is  a  very  salutary  measure,  for 
the  corruption  and  other  illegalities  that  flourish 
among  the  Russian  police  of  all  grades  are 
notorious.  We  may  be  allowed  to  doubt,  how- 
ever, whether  any  practical  good  will  come  of  it. 
If  we  examine  the  record  of  official  investigations 
in  Russia  we  shall  find  scarcely  a  single  instance 
of  reform  resulting  from  such  procedure.  Either 
the  investigators  have  set  themselves  to  cover  up 
the  abuses  they  were  appointed  to  lay  bare,  or 
their  reports  have  been  deliberately  ignored  and 
set  aside  by  the  highest  authorities.  The  recent 
inquiry  into  the  Kiev  Okhrana  scandals  is  a 
striking  case  in  point.  Apart  from  this,  it  is 
useless  to  expect  the  police  administration  to  be 
purified  by  such  means.  The  whole  system,  and 
especially  that  of  the  Okhrana,  is  rotten  through 
and  through,  and  until  the  "exceptional  "  regime 
is  abolished,  and  the  local  authorities  cease  to  be 
a  law  unto  themselves,  no  Russian  citizen  can 
hope  to  have  any  security  for  his  person  or  his 
property. 

Russia  and  Finland. 

It  is  stated  (although  no  authority  for  the 
statement  is  given)  that  the  Russian  Cabinet  has 
resolved  to  exclude  "  Jews,  gipsies,  and  foreign- 
ers "  from  possessing  the  vote  in  Finland  ;  and  it 
is  added  that  this  decision  will  be  carried  into 
effect  without  further  reference  of  the  question 
to  any  legislative  chamber.  If  this  rather 
astonishing  information  proves  correct,  it  will 
provide  a  striking  indication  of  the  lengths  to 
which  the  employment  of  "  Imperial  "  legisla- 
tion, arrogated  to  itself  by  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment over  the  head  of  the  Finnish  Parliament,  is 
to  be  carried.  That  any  alteration  in  the  Finnish 
franchise  should  be  made  without  the  consent  of 
the  Diet  is  sufficiently  intolerable  ;  that  an  altera- 
tion of  this  nature,  depriving  Jews  of  a  right 
which  they  are  legally  entitled  to  exercise  even 
in  Russia  itself,  is  the  limit  of  oppressive  inter- 
ference The  patriotic  Finnish  officials  who 
refused  to  administer  the  Equality  Law  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  promulgated  without  refer- 
ence to  the  Diet  have  already  a  strong  enough 
casein  support  of  their  action;  if  the  further 
intentions  of  the  Russian  Government  with  regard 
to  the  Finnish  franchise  have  been  correctly  stated, 
the  struggle  will  be  waged  with  even  clearer 
justification  and  increased  determination  on  the 
part  of  the  entire  loyal  population  of  the  Grand 
Duchy. 


Pushing  the  Vodka  Sales. 

The  Indirect  Taxes  Revenue  Department  is 
circulating  throughout  Russia  a  pamphlet  deal- 
ing with  the  all-important  question  of  alcoholism. 
Its  author  is  a  gentleman  named  K.  K.  Tolstoy, 
who  entertains  peculiar  views  on  the  subject. 
Twenty  years  ago  this  same  writer  declared  that 
it  was  only  thanks  to  the  kindly  activity  of 
vodka  that  the  Russian  peasant  was  able  to 
endure  his  daily  dinner  of  bread,  cabbage,  and 
onions.  Since,  however,  on  the  writer's  own 
admission,  the  daily  consumption  of  spirits  costs 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  copecks  per  head,  it  is 
very  clear  that  even  partial  abstinence  would 
enable  the  peasant  to  provide  himself  with  a 
more  wholesome  and  nutritive,  as  well  as  a  more 
appetising,  diet.  During  the  last  twenty  years 
M.  Tolstoy's  views  have  progressed  somewhat, 
since  he  no  longer  confines  himself  to  the  affirma- 
tion that  vodka  is  a  necessity  for  the  peasant. 
Even  now,  however,  he  finds  that  the  Russian 
people  are  not  drinking  enough.  Small  wonder 
that  the  Revenue  Department,  which  finds  salva- 
tion in  the  vodka  returns,  looks  with  favour 
upon  his  opinions,  and  is  assiduously  propagating 
them  in  circles  where  a  second  invitation  to 
drink  is  rarely  needed. 


GENIUS   IN  PRISON. 


Our  readers  will  doubtless  remember  M.  Nicholas 
Morozoff,  whose  career  was  sketched  in  our  columns 
a  year  ago  in  an  article  entitled  "  The  Tragedy  of 
Genius,"  and  who  is  now  undergoing  another  year's 
imprisonment  for  the  reissue  of  his  volume  of 
poems. 

Another  genius  who  has  also  undergone  some 
twenty  years'  solitary  confinement  in  the  dread  island 
fortress  of  Schluesselburg  is  I.  D.  Lukashevitch, 
whose  work  in  three  volumes  entitled  The  In  rganic 
Life  of  the  Earth  has  just  received  the  Akhmatoff 
Prize  from  the  Russian  Academy  of  Sciences. 

M.  Novorussky,  who  has  also  had  to  spend  a 
similar  period  within  the  walls  of  Schluesselburg, 
commenting  in  the  Retch  on  the  striking  recognition 
of  the  work  of  Lukashevitch,  which  was  conceived 
and  partly  written  within  the  very  walls  of  the 
prison,  remarks  :  — 

"One  is  appalled  at  the  thought  of  the  number  of 
men  of  real  genius  and  great  intellect  who  are  still 
buried  alive  in  the  snows  of  Siberia  and  in  the  awful 
convict  prisons,  in  the  company  of  thieves  and 
robbers  ;  we  say  nothing  of  those  whose  genius  has 
been  nipped  in  the  bud." 

It  may  also  be  recalled  that  M.  Herman  Alexan- 
drovitch  Lopatin,  the  Russian  translator  of  the  works 
of  Herbert  Spencer,  Carpenter,  Taine,  and  Karl  Marx, 
has  also  spent  twenty  years  of  his  life  as  a  prisoner 
in  that  fortress. 


EXPULSIONS     OF  JEWS. 


New  Minister,  Old  Methods. 


The  expulsion  of  Jews  from  the  villages  has  been 
proceeding  apace  since  the  accession  of  the  new 
Minister  of  the  Interior.  In  the  government  of 
Ekaterinoslav  Jewish  families  are  being  expelled 
wholesale  at  the  shortest  notice,  not  merely  from  the 
Russian  villages,  but  even  from  the  German  colonies 
such  as  Khortitsy,  Kitchkas,  Shirokaya,  and  Vod- 
yanaya.  The  unfortunate  outcasts  attribute  their 
trouble  to  the  fact  that  the  local  police  have  falsely 
denounced  them  to  the  government  authorities  as 
politically  unreliable,  so  that  they  do  not  fulfil  the 
requirements  of  the  circular  of  June  4th,  1907. 

"  Their  plight,"  says  the  Russkaya  Molva,  "  is  truly 
tragic.  Not  only  have  these  Russian  citizens,  natives 
and  residents  of  Russia,  been  ejected  and  turned 
out  from  their  homes,  by  which  means  settled  inhabi- 
tants have  been  transformed  into  a  starving,  vagrant 
crowd,  but  they  are  also  deprived  of  any  means  of 
rehabilitating  themselves  in  face  of  an  accusation 
which,  in  its  very  essence,  is  nothing  but  an  example 
of  grossly  arbitrary  methods." 


The  Senate  is  shortly  to  consider  the  appeal  of  the 
Jewish  wine-growers  of  the  Crimea  against  the  order 
of  M.  Kokovtsoff,  according  to  which  they  are  only 
allowed  to  sell  their  produce  freely  beyond  the  Pale, 
whereas  within  the  Pale  they  may  not  do  so,  except 
in  houses  owned  by  themselves. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 
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THE    SUCCESSION  QUESTION. 


Who   is  to  be  Heir  to  the  Russian 
Throne  ? 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  January  29th. 

St.  Petersburg  society  is  at  present  chiefly  inte- 
rested in  the  question  who  is  to  be  the  heir  to  the 
Russian  Throne.  It  is  no  secret  that  the  present 
heir  is  hopelessly  ill.  Until  recently  the  candidate 
next  to  the  Tsarevitch  was  the  Tsar's  only 
brother,  the  Grand  Duke  Michael  Alexandrovitch. 
But  the  newspapers  first  reported  his  removal 
from  the  command  of  the  Guards  Regiment,  his 
leave  of  absence  for  eleven  months,  and  his  depar- 
ture for  abroad  ;  and  subsequently  it  became  known 
that  his  disgrace  was  due  to  his  marriage  with  Mme. 
Wulfius,  the  divorced  wife  of  the  former  Colonel  of 
his  regiment.  This  marriage  deprives  him,  of 
course,  of  his  right  of  succession.  But  the  matter 
did  not  end  there.  In  the  middle  of  January  two 
official  documents  appeared,  the  first  of  which 
announced  that  the  Grand  Duke  was  relieved  of  the 
duties  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Tsar's  Manifesto  of 
August  14th,  1904,  which  appointed  him  Regent  in 
case  the  Tsar  should  die  before  the  heir's  majority. 
This  seemed  quite  natural,  since  his  morganatic 
marriage  deprives  him  of  all  rights  to  the  throne. 
The  second  document,  however,  astounded  every- 
body, for  it  announced  the  appointment  of  a  guardian- 
ship over  the  person,  property,  and  affairs  of  the 
Grand  Duke.  In  society  the  latter  measure  is 
attributed  to  the  circumstance  that  the  Grand  Duke 
insulted  the  Tsar,  when  the  latter  commented  on  his 
marriage. 

Morganatic  Marriages. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  morganatic  marriages  are 
becoming  more  and  more  frequ°nt  in  the  family  of 
the  Romanoffs.  It  is  true  that  they  have  not  gone 
yet  to  the  length  of  marrying  sempstresses,  as  did 
the  Habsburgs ;  but  it  is  made  to  appear  that  even 
by  marrying  into  a  noble  family  a  member  of  the 
Imperial  house  may  come  into  close  and  undesirable 
contact  with  the  democracy.  In  St.  Petersburg  the 
following  occurrence  is  giving  rise  to  considerable 
talk.  In  a  few  days'  time  the  annual  ball  of  the  local 
Georgian  colony  is  to  take  place.  Complimentary 
tickets  for  the  festivity  have  been  sent  by  the  com- 
mittee to  the  Duma  deputies  from  Georgia,  all  of 
whom  belong  to  either  the  Social-Democratic  or 
the  Labour  group,  while  the  head  of  the  committee 
and  the  hostess  of  the  ball  is  Princess  Bagration- 
Mukhransky,  nee  Grand  Duchess  Tatiana  Constan- 
tinovna.  The  granddaughter  of  Alexander  II.  will 
thus  welcome  to  the  ball  the  representatives  of 
Russian  democracy,  who  are  notorious  Republicans. 
Many  impediments  had  been  placed  in  the  way  of 
this  ladv's  marriage,  too  ;  but  they  were  all  overcome 
by  the  Grand  Duchess's  strength  of  character,  a 
quality  which  is  somewhat  rare  in  the  Romanoff 
family.  As  a  last  resource  she  adopted  the  expedient 
which  is  used  by  Russian  political  prisoners  for  the 
purpose  cf  obtaining  an  alleviation  of  the  prison 
regime,  and  indulged  in  a  hunger  strike  ;  the  family 
then  had  to  give  way  and  consent  to  the  marriage. 
The  Prince  himself,  however,  was  forbidden  to  visit 
the  Caucasus  for  a  period  of  three  years,  evidently 
because  it  was  feared  that  he  might  develop  into  a 
pretender  to  the  throne  of  Georgia.  It  would  be  a 
mistake  to  imagine  that  there  really  exists  on  the 
spot  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  movement  for  the 
restoration  of  the  ancient  Kingdom  of  Georgia  ;  but 
such  is  the  psychology  of  our  ruling  spheres  that 
they  are  afraid  of  everything. 

The  Tsar's  Cousins. 

To  come  back  to  the  question  of  the  succession. 
According  to  the  Russian  Fundamental  Laws  (as  to 
whose  interpretation  opinions  differ),  next  to  the 
Tsar's  brother  come  the  Tsar's  cousins  in  order  of 
seniority — that  is  to  say,  the  children  of  the  eldest 
uncle  rank  first,  then  those  of  the  second,  and  so  on. 
The  vacancy  that  has  arisen  by  the  removal  of  the 
Grand  Duke  Michael  should  have  been  filled  by 
the  Grand  Duke  Boris  Vladimirovitch.  But  all  the 
sons  of  the  late  Grand  Duke  Vladimir  are  notorious 
roues  and  have  created  numerous  scandals  both  in 
St.  Petersburg  and  abroad  ;  moreover,  the  Tsar  him- 
self is  not  well-disposed  towards  them.  A  special 
committee  of  erudite  historians  has  therefore  been 
set  to  work  in  order  to  prove  that  the  sons  of 
Vladimir  are  not  entitled  to  succeed  to  the  throne  ; 
and  it  is  said  that  this  object  will  be  attained  by 
laying  stress  on  the  fact  that  their  mother  was  still 
a  member  of  the  Protestant  faith  at  the  time  of  their 
birth. 

The  next  candidate  for  the  throne  of  All  the  Russias 
is  the  Grand  Duke  Demetrius  Pavlovitch.  He  has 
also  recently  been  the  central  figure  in  a  St.  Peters- 
burg scandal,  and  when  the  Colonel  of  his  regiment 


spoke  to  him  on  the  subject  the  Grand  Duke  retorted 
with  an  insult.  As  a  result,  at  a  meeting  of  his 
fellow-officers  it  was  resolved  to  strike  the  Grand 
Duke  off  t he  roll  of  the  regiment. 

In  view  of  all  these  episodes  and  adventures  St. 
Petersburg  society  is  racking  its  brains  over  the 
question  :  Who  is  to  be  the  ultimate  heir  to  the 
Russian  throne  ? 


SUPPRESSION    OF    THE  PRESS. 


In  view  of  the  frequent  confiscations  and  other 
acts  of  persecution  directed  by  the  local  authorities 
against  the  Krasnoyarsk  (iolos,  the  shareholders  of 
that  newspaper  passed  a  resolution  at  their  last  meet- 
ing to  stop  publication  "  until  a  more  favourable 
time." 

Owing  to  a  tripling  inaccuracy  having  crept  into  a 
paragraph  on  the  local  outbreak  of  plague,  the 
Deputy  Chief  of  the  Don  Cossack  province,  General 
Pokotilo,  has  dismissed  M.  Yanoff,  the  editor  of  the 
official  periodical  the  Don  Vycdomosti  of  Novo- 
tcherkask,  and  imprisoned  him  for  a  week.  He  has 
also  published  the  order  of  dismissal  in  that  paper 
over  M.  Yanoff's  own  signature. 

A  recent  issue  of  the Irzeglad Codzienny,  of  Warsaw, 
has  been  confiscated  for  the  publicati  >n  of  a  tele- 
gram from  Cracow  reporting  the  celebration  held 
there  on  the  anniversary  of  ihe  Polish  insurrection  of 
1863. 

Three  Reval  newspaper?— the  Reval  Izvyestia,  the 
Rcvalschc  Zeiiung,  and  the  Tallinn  Tcaioja — were  con- 
fiscated on  the  same  day  on  a  charge  of  revealing 
military  secrets. 

Twice  within  three  days  the  issue  of  the  Utro 
Youga,  of  Rostov-on-Don,  has  been  confiscated  for 
criticising  the  policy  of  M.  Kasso,  the  Minister  of 
Education. 

The  New  Press  Bill. 

The  Novoe  Vremya  understands  that  the  Govern- 
ment's new  Press  Bill  is  not  of  a  promising  nature. 
All  Press  cases  are  to  come  before  a  Crown  Court, 
the  procedure  being  made  less  protracted  than  it  is 
at  present.  The  scope  of  responsibility  will  be  largely 
extended,  and  not  only  .the  official  editor  and  the 
author,  but  the  publisher,  printer,  and  acting-editor  of 
a  newspaper  will  be  made  liable.  The  penalties  for 
insult  and  libel  are  to  be  made  more  severe,  and 
there  are  to  be  additional  penalties  for  infringing  the 
new  provisions  of  the  Press  Bill. 


COMMISSARIAT  SCANDALS. 


Another  trial  of  Commissariat  officers  is  now  pro- 
ceeding before  the  Moscow  District  Court-Martial. 
Colonel  Gayevsky,  Collegiate  Assessor  Sobolevsky, 
Captain  Byelogradsky,  and  the  head  of  the  District 
Commissariat  Administration,  Valerin,  are  charged 
with  systematic  frauds  and  thefts  of  Crown  property 
which  have  been  carried  on  for  years  at  the  military 
flour-mill.  Not  only,  it  is  alleged,  did  the  accused  sell 
the  grain,  fruit,  timber,  and  sacks  belonging  to  the 
State  for  their  own  profit,  besides  helping  themselves 
to  State  funds,  but  they  raised  the  Government  flour 
to  the  dignity  of  a  currency,  in  which  they  paid  for  all 
the  labour  and  supplies  they  required.  The  popula- 
tion throughout  the  neighbourhood  were  thus  living 
to  a  large  extent  on  Government  flour,  which  they 
used  for  their  own  consumption  or  sold  for  what 
it  could  fetch.  As  one  soldier  who  gave  evidence  in 
court  put  it,  they  "  wallowed  in  flour." 

The  Court-martial  of  the  Kazan  district  has 
sentenced  P.  G.  Alekhin,  secretary  to  the  head  of  the 
local  Commissariat  service,  to  sixteen  months' 
imprisonment  in  a  fortress  for  the  misappropriation 
of  funds,  which  he  covered  by  forgeries. 


THE   MONK  ILIODORE. 


The  ex-Monk  Iliodore,  or  S.  M.  Trufanoff  as  he 
must  now  be  called,  has  not  been  actually  unfrocked, 
since  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  decree  of 
the  Synod  the  local  district  captain  had  him  taken 
under  escort  to  Moscow,  without  even  allowing  him 
time  to  change  his  cassock  for  lay  apparel.  From 
Moscow  he  went  to  Novotcherkask,  still  accompanied 
by  a  police  escort.  On  the  way  he  refused  his  bless- 
ing to  those  who  asked  for  it,  saying  that  he  was  no 
longer  a  priest.  On  his  arrival  at  Novotcherkask  the 
ex-monk  went  to  the  house  of  his  parents,  requesting 
them  to  give  him  shelter  in  order  to  rest  his  soul  for 
a  while  after  his  recent  experiences.  The  house  is 
being  watched  by  detectives. 


After  having  terrorised  the  population  of  the 
Caucasian  province  of  Kakhctia  for  the  last  seven 
years,  a  gang  of  brigands  under  the  leadership  of 
Lekia  Gognia,  whose  fame  rivalled  that  of  Sclim 
Khan,  lias  been  exterminated  in  a  shooting  affray. 


FINNISH   JUDGES  SENTENCED 

Sixteen  Months  for  Resisting  a 
Russian-made  Law. 

Of  the  twenty-tour  Judge-,  of  the  Viborg  Court  of 
Appeal,  not  one  put  in  an  appearance  before  the 
First  Division  of  the  St.  Petersburg  District  Court  0:1 
the  charge  of  obstructing  the  Equality  Law. 

All  except  two  of  the  accused  had  been  released  on 
bail  to  the  amount  of  1,000  roubles  each.  During 
the  preliminary  inquiry  they  refused  to  tender  any 
explanation  to  the  Russian  judicial  authorities,  with 
the  sole  exception  of  M.  Malin,  who  urged  that  his 
casting  vote  as  President  could  not  decide  the  matter 
at  issue,  although  on  several  of  the  questions  discussed 
he  had  expressed  a  dissentient  view. 

After  a  lengthy  deliberation  the  Court  acquitted 
M.  Malin,  while  it  sentenced  his  fellow-Judges  to 
sixteen  months'  imprisonment  each,  together  with  the 
loss  of  their  various  offices  and  the  right  of  filling  any 
public  or  Government  post  for  the  next  ten  years. 


JEWISH    EDUCATIONAL  RESTRIC- 
TIONS. 


A  meeting  attended  by  professors,  manufacturers, 
merchants,  and  public  worker?,  including  Deputy 
Ivanoff,  was  recently  held  at  Kiev  to  discuss  the 
position  of  the  16,000  Jewish  pupils  of  the  local  Com- 
mercial Institute  who,  on  the  change  in  the  status  of 
that  establishment,  were  transformed  from  actual 
students  into  mere  attendants  at  lectures. 

The  meeting  resolved  to  send  a  deputation  to  the 
Minister  of  Commerce  petitioning  for  the  reinstate- 
ment of  the  students,  and  for  the  extension  of  the 
percentage  limit  with  regard  to  the  admission  of 
future  students. 


BUREAUCRATIC  ABUSES. 


An  official  who  recently  made  an  inspection  in 
the  government  of  Kursk  by  order  of  the  Minister  of 
Education  reports  that  the  Kursk  Zemstvo  has  been 
in  the  habit  of  applying  the  funds  granted  by  the 
Ministry  for  primary  schools  to  quite  different 
purposes,  more  especially  in  the  district  of  Fatej. 

The  government  of  Kursk,  which  is  a  stronghold 
of  the  Right  and  the  Nationalists,  is  entirely  con- 
trolled by  the  Markoff  party,  whose  chief  is  Deputy 
Nicholas  EugenevitchMarkoff,  the  worthy  colleague 
of  M.  Purishkevitch  in  the  Duma. 


REPRESSION   IN  POLAND. 


The  Governor  of  Minsk  has  fined  a  landowner 
named  Szalewicz  500  roubles,  with  the  alternative 
of  three  months'  imprisonment,  for  organising  an 
entertainment  which  included  the  production  of  a 
sketch  in  Polish. 

At  Warsaw  the  police  at  the  last  moment  pro- 
hibited a  concert  which  had  been  arranged  for  the 
benefit  of  the  "  Wiedza"  (Knowledge)  Society. 


A   "BLOOD   LIBEL "  SCARE. 


At  the  town  of  Pilitsa,  in  the  government  of 
Kielce,  Poland,  the  disappearance  of  a  boy  led  to 
the  spread  of  alarming  rumours  that  he  had  been 
killed  by  Jews  for  "  ritual purposes.  The  next  day 
the  body  of  the  boy  was  found  in  the  river,  where  he 
had  met  his  death  by  drowning. 


The  Governor-General  of  Sebastopol  has  refused 
M.  Roditcheff,  the  famous  Cadet  deputy,  permission 
to  deliver  a  lecture  on  "  Herzen  and  His  Works. 

A  journalist  named  B.  Jabotinsky  has  been  for- 
bidden to  deliver  lectures  at  Ekaterinoslav  on  the 
condition  of  Turkey  and  on  the  position  of  the  Jews 
in  the  Near  East. 

At  the  town  of  Kharkov  a  man  named  Ossadchy 
who  has  been  committed  for  trial  before  a  Court- 
martial,  is  credited  with  having  perpetrated  no  fewer 
.than  103  murders. 

The  Council  of  State  has  rejected  the  Bill  for  the 
establishment  of  Zemstvos  in  the  government  of 
Archangel,  whose  inhabitants  have  been  waiting  in 
vain  for  that  privilege  for  half  a  century. 

The  Governor-General  of  Kiev  has  cancelled  the 
order  of  the  Governor  of  Volhynia  in  virtue  of  which 
a  Jewish  family  named  Weidman  had  been  expelled 
from  the  district  of  Kremenetz,  contrary  to  the 
Governor-General's  previous  instructions  that  no 
expulsions  should  take  place  before  the  spring. 
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POLAND'S  AWAKENING. 


One  of  the  side-effects  of  the  Balkan  War  has 
been  to  direct  attention  to  the  Polish  question  ; 
and  if  the  European  Powers  are  drawn  into  the 
straggle  there  is  every  prospect  that  the  problem, 
having  taken  quite  a  new  turn,  will  become  still 
more  insistent.  In  the  event  of  hostilities  break - 
ino-  out  in  which  Austria  and  Russia  found 
themselves  opposed  to  each  other  Polish  territory 
would  probably  constitute  the  chief  theat-re  of 
operations,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  the 
Poles  would  undoubtedly  find  themselves  in  a 
strikingly  different  position  from  that  in  which 
they  stand  at  present.  The  leaders  of  the  Polish 
restoration  movement,  indeed,  have  never 
disguised  the  fact  that  they  base  their  hopes, 
not  on  an  armed  insurrection,  but  on  future 
European  complications  ;  and  there  are  few  who 
will  deny  that  therein  lies  their  only  chance  of 
success.  In  the  ordinary  course  of  events  Poland 
can  do  nothing  for  herself.  In  Austria  the  feel- 
ings of  her  people  are  not  exacerbated  to  the 
extent  of  impelling  them  to  rise  in  a  body 
against  their  rulers,  even  in  time  of  war.  In 
Prussia  there  is  much  more  cause  for  disaffection, 
but  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  the  only  hope 
of  freedom  for  the  Poles  lies  in  the  remote 
possibility  that  at  some  future  date  the  German 
Government  may  desire  to  rid  itself  of  an 
embarrassing  encvimbrance.  In  Russia  both  the 
motive  and  the  disposition  to  shake  off  the  yoke 
are  present  in  full  force,  but  under  conditions  of 
peace  the  grip  of  the  oppressor  is  more  than 
sufficiently  powerful  to  render  the  organisation 
of  a  revolutionary  movement,  to  say  nothing  of  its 
execution,  even  more  obviously  impossible  to-day 
than  it  was  in  1863.  But  let  Russia  go  to  warm 
Europe,  and  the  signal  willatonce  have  been  given 
for  a  determined  effort.  An  Austrian  victory,  it 
is  true,  even  if  brought  about  by  the  action  of 
the  Russian  Poles,  would  not  necessarily  lead  to 
the  restoration  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  as  an 
independent  or  autonomous  State  ;  the  effect  of 
such  a  step  upon  the  Poles  in  the  Austrian  and 
German  Empires  would  have  to  be  considered, 
and  in  all  probability,  unless  the  dream  of  joining 
again  the  broken  fragments  of  the  old  Poland 
were  realised,  no  Polish  State  at  all  would  be 
tolerated.  Nevertheless,  it  is  significant  that  the 
possibilities  of  the  future  of  the  country  are  just 
now  being  eagerly  canvassed.  Mr.  Hilaire 
Belloc,  who  contributes  a  well-reasoned  article  on 
the  subject  to  one  of  the11  magazines,  entertains 
no  doubt  whatever  of  Poland's  resurrection. 
"  The  big  thing  which  we  must  be  prepared  for 
in  the  near  future,"  he  says,  11  is  the  reappear- 
ance of  the  Polish  nation,  certainly  as  a  political 
fact,  and  possibly  with  a  recognised  title  and  full 
powers  of  national  expression."  We  need  not 
discuss  in  detail  the  arguments  he  employs, 
which  certainly  have  a  persuasive  ring,  or 
express  anything  more  than  a  mild  scepticism 
as  to  the  conclusions  at  which  he  arrives ;  to  a 
great  extent  he  disarms  criticism  by  confessing 
that  all  particular  prophecy  is  vain  and  even 
ridiculous,  and  by  confining  himself  to  his  one 
general  article  of  belief.  For  ourselves  we  have 
no  desire  to  indulge  in  any  definite  forecast,  and 
are  content  with  merely  expressing  the  fervent 
hope  that  one  day  Russian  Poland,  at  any  rate, 
will  be  free. 

No  cne  but  the  most  hardened  political  cynic 
could  cherish  any  other  aspiration  ;  for  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Poles  under  Russian  rule  is  nothing 
short  of  desperate.  A  community  of  over  ten 
millions,  possessing  a  high  culture  and  looking 
back  upon  an  ancient  and  to  a  great  extent  a 
glorious  history,  still  living  together  upon  the 
land  of  their  fathers,  and  still  possessing  all  the 


requisites  of  nationhood,  is  treated  with  every 
species  of  insult  and  indignity,  and  persecuted 
with  fanatical  thoroughness.  The  Russian  Poles 
are  at  the  mei^cy  not  of  the  Russian  law,  harsh  as 
that  is,  but  of  an  exceptional  regime  administered 
by  a  pack  of  corrupt  bureaucrats.  The  officials 
who  are  sent  to  preserve  order  in  Poland  are 
chosen  from  among  the  worst  individuals  in  the 
State  service,  and  in  gtheir  hands  the  Polish 
administration  has  become  an  Augean  stable  of 
misgovernment.  In  no  other  part  of  the  Empire 
is  the  agent-provocateur  employed  so  frequently 
or  so  shamelessly.  And  in  spite  of  the  army  of 
Russians  who  make  their  living  as  taskmasters 
of  the  Poles,  nowhere  else,  except  perhaps  in  the 
wildest  parts  of  the  Caucasus,  are  the  attempts 
of  the  authorities  to  maintain  order  so  weak  and 
ineffective.  The  whole  province  is  overrun  with 
gangs  of  robbers  who  terrorise  the  inhabitants, 
and  who  venture  to  conduct  their  lawless  opera- 
tions even  in  the  streets  of  the  principal  towns, 
and  in  broad  daylight.  Possibly  it  suits  the 
authorities  that  this  should  be  so,  and  gives 
them  a  welcome  excuse  for  continuing  the 
exceptional  regime.  The  attitude  of  the 
local  administration,  however,  is  but  the 
reflection  of  that  displayed  by  the  central 
Government.  From  St.  Petersburg  are  issued 
those  cruel  and  unreasoning  orders  which  more 
than  anything  else  render  the  lives  of  the 
Russian  Poles  so  abjectly  miserable.  The  Polish 
tongue  is  forbidden  as  either  the  medium  or  a 
subject  of  instruction  h!  the  public  schools  which 
are  supported  by  P^lir"..  money,  and  the  most 
persistent  efforts  are  being  made  to  prevent  the 
language  of  the  country  from  being  used  in 
other  institutions.  The  Catholic  clergy  are  con- 
tinually persecuted  and  prosecuted  on  trumped- 
up  charges.  Education  and  culture  meet  with 
all  kinds  of  obstacles  and  restrictions,  and  the 
most  innocuous  assemblies  are  either  forbidden 
or  broken  up  on  no  conceivable  provocation.  The 
country,  which  provides  more  than  its  fair 
contribution  to  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  is  in 
return  sweated  without  any  consideration  for  its 
needs  ;  the  money  that  does  find  its  way  there 
from  St.  Petersburg  is  too  often  diverted  from 
its  proper  uses  by  the  unscrupulous  officials 
through  whose  hands  it  passes.  And  while 
Poland  is  being  exposed  to  all  these  and  count- 
less other  outrages,  and  her  people  oppressed  and 
exploited  at  every  turn,  her  representation  in 
the  Duma,  the  sole  tribune  from  which  her 
wrongs  can  be  declared  in  the  hearing  of  the 
Russian  nation,  has  been  reduced  to  a  third  of 
its  former  strength. 

Can  it  excite  any  surprise,  then,  that  the 
Russian  Poles  are  for  ever  on  the  watch  for  a 
stroke  of  Fate  that  shall  enable  them  to  throw 
off  their  chains  and  appear  once  more  as  mem- 
bers of  a  free  nation  ?  It  would  not  be  natural 
if  they  did  not  cherish  such  a  hope,  and  if  the 
present  course  of  events  in  Europe  did  not  arouse 
among  them  the  liveliest  anticipations.  This 
year  Poland  is  celebrating — or  would  be  cele- 
brating if  she  were  allowed  to  do  so— the  jubilee 
of  her  last  rising  against  Russia.  She  knows 
now  that  she  cannot  rely  upon  her  own  strength 
to  win  what  she  so  fervently  desires ;  but  her 
hopes  have  lost  nothing  of  their  intensity  during 
the  past  fifty  years,  and  when  the  long-awaited 
opportunity  does  at  last  present  itself  it  will  be 
seized  with  both  hands  by  a  people  that  is  united 
in  its  prayers.  Russia  knows  this,  and  her 
rulers  are  full  of  apprehension.  She  has  made 
no  effort  to  conciliate  the  nation  which  has  so 
many  long-standing  debts  to  wipe  off  her  account, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  has  done  everything  in  her 
power  to  exasperate  and  wound  still  further. 
In  this  way  she  has  but  caused  her  own  disease, 
which  in  her  hour  of  trial  may  well  prove  fatal. 


THE    LENA  MASSACRE. 


Cabinet  Divided  on  Senator  Manukhin's 
Report. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  February  5th. 

Nothing  shows  up  the  helplessness  of  the  autho- 
rities so  plainly  as  their  attitude  towards  the  events 
at  the  Lena  goldfields.  As  long  as  things  go  on 
smoothly  the  bureaucracy  manages  somehow  ;  but  as 
soon  as  something  out  of  the  common  happens  every 
one  loses  his  head. 

The  events  at  Bodayboare  still  fresh  in  the  public 
recollection.  At  the  time  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
declared  in  the  Duma  that  the  miners'  strike  was  of  a 
political  character,  justifying  the  measures  of  repres- 
sion taken  by  the  local  authorities.  The  Minister  of 
Commerce  and  Industry,  however,  in  his  desire  to 
allay  public  indignation,  promised  that  the  matter 
should  be  investigated.  A  commission  of  inquiry 
was  appointed,  with  Senator  Manukhin  at  its  head. 
The  public  waited  patiently  for  the  results  of  the 
investigation  ;  but  within  the  Ministry  there  was  a 
clashing  of  opinions  on  the  subject,  and  so  Senator 
Manukhin's  report  was  not  published.  This,  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  enterprising  reporters  from 
obtaining  it,  and  various  extracts  have  appeared  in 
the  papers  at  different  times.  It  thus  became  known 
that  Senator  Manukhin  demanded  the  prosecution 
of  one  of  the  chief  authors  of  the  massacre  of  the 
miners  at  Bodaybo,  Captain  Treschenkoff.  A  few 
days  ago  it  was  announced  that  the  question  was 
to  be  decided  by  the  Council  of  Ministers,  but  here 
again  everything  was  done  in  the  utmost  secrecy. 
Details  have,  however,  leaked  out  not  only  about  the 
Cabinet  meeting  itself,  but  also  concerning  many 
particulars  of  the  Senator's  report  which  were 
hitherto  unknown. 

Not  a  Political  Strike. 

The  report  shows  that  the  strike  did  not  bear  a 
political  character,  and  that  among  the  thousands 
of  Lena  miners  there  were  no  more  than  sixteen 
political  exiles  all  told.  In  the  Senator's  opinion  the 
Lena  strike  was  a  mere  repetition  of  the  economic 
strikes  that  had  repeatedly  occurred  there  before. 
The  men  claimed  shorter  hours,  better  food,  &c. 
Such  other  demands  as  were  not  of  an  economic 
character  could  not,  however,  be  described  as  poli- 
tical, but  rather  as  relating  to  conditions  of  life 
arising  from  the  abuses  of  the  management.  The 
officials  of  the  Lena  administration  would  openly  and 
periodically  send  messages  to  the  married  miners 
concerning  their  wives.  To  serve  their  purpose 
further,  they  would  send  some  of  the  men  away  on 
difficult  and  unremunerative  errands,  and  it  was  utterly 
impossible  for  the  latter  to  obtain  justice.  The  most 
careful  investigation  failed  to  establish  any  connec- 
tion between  the  miners  and  any  political  organisa- 
tion. There  was  not  even  a  properly  organised 
strike  committee,  but  merely  spokesmen  chosen  to 
carry  out  negotiations.  The  authorities  had  accused 
the  miners  of  riots,  stopping  trains,  breaking  into 
prisons,  &c.  It  turned  out,  however,  that  these 
charges  had  no  foundation  in  fact. 

Manufactured  Evidence. 

In  order  to  prove  the  political  character  of  the 
strike,  as  many  as  twelve  prosecutions  were  insti- 
tuted ;  but  all  of  them  had  to  be  abandoned,  since 
nothing  of  a  criminal  nature  could  be  discovered. 
Senator  Manukhin  has  proved  the  premeditated  falsity 
of  a  telegram  sent  by  the  Assistant  Public  Prosecutor, 
Preobrajensky,  reporting  an  attack  committed  by  four 
thousand  miners  on  the  troops.  The  assertion  that 
the  miners  were  armed  has  been  equally  disproved. 
The  non-commissioned  officer  Filin  has  admitted 
that  Captain  Treschenkoff  ordered  his  subordinates 
to  obtain  "proofs"  showing  that  the  miners  were 
armed  ;  but  all  that  they  managed  to  collect,  in  spite 
of  all  their  efforts,  was  a  few  laths,  nine  fragments  of 
bricks,  a  cart-shaft,  two  logs  of  wood,  a  piece  of  wire, 
a  few  boards,  and  two  rotten  sticks.  This  was  a  poor 
arsenal  for  four  thousand  men,  and  further  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  bricks  had  been  conveyed  to  the 
spot  during  the  winter,  while  the  laths  and  boards 
had  been  used  as  stretchers  for  carrying  the 
wounded. 

Senator  Manukhin,  who  gives  in  his  report  copies 
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of  all  the  orders  both  of  the  central  and  local 
authorities,  charges  M.  Makaroff  with  having  ignored 
the  reports  of  the  Governor  of  Irkutsk,  and  acting 
exclusively  on  the  reports  of  the  head  of  gendarmerie. 
He  also  blames  the  Minister  of  Commerce,  M. 
Timasheff,  for  the  peculiar  protection  extended  by 
him  to  the  Lena  Company. 

Senator  Manukhin's  conclusions  were  opposed  in 
the  Cabinet  bv  the  more  Reactionary  Ministers, 
headed  by  M.  Scheglovitoff,  who  declared  that  the 
Council  of  Ministers  could  not  issue  any  order  for 
the  prosecution  of  Captain  Treschenkoff  before  the 
termination  of  the  inquiry  instituted  by  the  Ministry 
of  justice  into  the  armed  attack  of  the  Lena  miners 
on  "the  troops.  Although  Senator  Manukhin  found 
nothing  in  the  Lena  strike  that  was  of  the  nature  of 
a  public  menace.  M.  Scheglovitoff  was  of  opinion 
that  the  events  presented  a  grave  danger  to  the 
general  welfare. 

The  Minister  of  Justice  was  supported  by  the 
Ministers  of  Commerce.  Education,  and  War,  while 
all  the  other  Ministers,  headed  bv  the  Premier  and 
M.  Maklakoff,  gave  their  adhesion  to  Senator 
Manukhin's  view.  The  Council  could  not,  how- 
ever, reach  any  definite  decision  with  regard  to 
prosecuting  Captain  Treschenkoff,  and  the  matter 
will  probably  be  delayed  until  it  sinks  into  oblivion. 


DUMA  REASSEMBLES. 

Election     Campaign  Interpellations 
Discussed. 

The  second  session  of  the  fourth  Duma  was 
opened  on  the  3rd  inst.  by  the  President. 

Baron  Meyendorf  (Octobrist)  presented  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  continuity  of  the  legislative 
labours  of  the  two  Chambers.  The  committee,  it 
was  stated,  had  not  gone  into  the  abstract  principle 
of  the  question,  but  had  confined  itself  to  the  atti- 
tude to  be  adopted  in  respect  of  those  Bills  which 
had  not  been  dealt  with  by  the  third  Duma.  It 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Bills  brought  in  on  the  Duma's  own  initiative, 
which  need  not  be  proceeded  with,  all  other  Bills, 
irrespective  of  the  actual  stage  of  their  discussion, 
must  come  again  before  the  Duma  to  be  discussed 
anew  from  the  very  beginning.  The  committee  pro- 
posed to  treat  any  Bills  received  from  the  Council  of 
State  by  the  process  of  Article  49  as  though  such 
Bills  had  been  initiated  by  the  Council  of  State  itself. 

After  discussion,  the  Duma  adopted  the  committee's 
recommendations. 

Election  Illegalities. 

The  Ministerial  benches  were  empty  at  the  evening 
sitting  of  the  Duma  on  the  5th,  which  had  been  fixed 
for  the  discussion  of  the  interpellations  brought  in 
by  the  various  Opposition  parties  on  the  illegal  acts 
of  the  Administration  during  the  election  campaign. 
In  the  course  of  the  debate  M.  Roditcheff  (Cadet) 
>aid  : — 

"  It  is  an  open  secret  that  the  deputies  who  sit  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  have  been  elected  by  a 
mutual  agreement  between  the  Governors  and  the 
Bishops.  It  is  even  said  that  the  present  Minister  of 
the  Interior  apologised  to  one  of  the  deputies  from 
Tchernigov  for  not  having  placed  him  on  his  list, 
although  he  personally  had  nothing  against  him,  on 
the  ground  that  he  had  to  oppose  him  because  the 
Bishop  had  not  seen  fit  to  include  him  in  his  list. 

"  While  the  October  Manifesto  promised  an  exten- 
sion of  the  franchise,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
made  up  his  mind  to  prepare  one  of  his  own  manu- 
facture. A  good  half  of  the  Russian  electors  could 
not  vote  because  they  were  notified  too  late.  More- 
over, peasants  were  made  to  vote  in  the  towns,  for 
which  purpose  they  would  have  had  to  sacrifice  five 
working  days. 

"  In  the  towns  themselves  the  urban  electors  were 
treated  with  even  less  ceremony.  The  electoral 
rights  of  the  Jews  had  been  considered  before,  and 
on  August  19th,  190=;,  it  was  decided  that  they  could 
not  be  deprived  of  the  franchise,  and  they  voted 
accordingly  for  the  first  three  Dumas.  But  during 
the  elections  to  the  fourth  Duma  the  Senate  suddenly 
received  illumination,  and  ruled  that  Jews  were  only 
entitled  to  vote  where  they  possessed  an  uncondi- 
tional right  of  residence.  They  even  went  so  far  as 
to  doubt  the  absolute  right  of  residence  in  the  case 
of  Advocate  Kalmanovitch.  It  was  by  such  unscru- 
pulous expedients  that  they  managed  the  campaign. 
Not  only  the  law  but  conscience  itself  was  forgotten. 
When  the  wronged  citizens  appealed  to  the  Senate 
with  the  request  to  confirm  their  right  by  wire  the 
Senior  Procurator  replied  that  he  was  not  bound  to 
render  them  any  ^ervice.  Is  life  possible  in  a  country 
where  the  highest  judicial  tribunal,  which  finally 
decides  on  the  restitution  of  rights,  declares  that  the 
restitution  of  rights  is  a  service  which  it  is  not  bound 
to  render  ? " 

'I  he  interpellations  of  the  various  parties  on  the 
subject  were  referred  by  the  Duma  to  a  Select 
Committee. 


THE    DUMA  DISSECTED. 


HI.*  — The    Cadets    and    the  Various 
Groups    of   the  Left. 

Of  all  the  groups  in  the  Duma  that  of  the  Cadets 
is  the  richest  in  talent.  On  the  Committees  they 
take  charge  of  the  reports  ;  from  the  tribune  of  the 
House  they  set  forth  the  programme  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. 

Under  a  Liberal  regime  these  men  would  be  candi- 
dates for  Ministerial  office.  But,  since  such  conditions 
must  wait  for  their  establishment  until  the  masses 
carry  through  a  new  Revolution,  they  realise  their 
powerlessness,  for  the  masses  are  found  wanting. 
This  is  an  indisputable  fact  which  the  Cadet  leaders 
themselves  recognise.  Moreover,  when  it  is  said 
that  they  are  "  realists"  the  expression  must  be  taken 
cum  grano  salis.  They  are  "realists"  in  the  sense 
that  they  are  opposed  to  the  chimerical  ideas  of  the 
Socialists  ;  but  they  have  no  support  in  the  masses, 
and  the  most  Utopian  Socialists  are  more  firmly 
rooted  in  reality  than  the  most  moderate  of  the 
Cadets. 

The   Cadet  Leaders. 

Their  leaders  are  the  Moscow  deputies — M.  X. 
Maklakoff,  a  brilliant  but  unconvincing  orator,  M. 
Tchelnokoff,  a  debater  of  a  more  solid  type,  and  M. 
Xovikoff,  the  victorious  opponent  of  M.  Gutchkoff, 
and  a  simple,  sincere,  and  persuasive  speaker.  Then 
come  the  St.  Petersburg  representatives — MM.  Rodit- 
cheff and  Miliukoff,  who  are  sufficiently  well  known 
to  render  further  characterisation  unnecessary.  One 
of  the  most  notable  of  the  new  deputies  is  M.Alexan- 
droff,  member  for  Ekaterinoslav;  he  is  an  orator  of 
the  first  rank,  and  a  good  deal  will  be  heard  of  him. 

There  are  two  groups  founded  on  nationality — the 
Mussulmans  and  the  Polish  "  Kolo.'1  The  former 
possess  no  striking  speakers,  and  they  belong  without 
exception  to  the  Cadet  party.  The  Poles  play  an 
ambiguous  role.  They  range  themselves  on  the  side 
of  the  Opposition,  but  several  members  of  the 
"  Kolo "  are  unqualified  Conservatives,  and  only 
oppose  the  Government  in  matters  relating  to  its 
anti-Polish  policy.  Prominent  among  them  are 
MM.  Harusevvicz,  Dymsza,  and  Parczewsky,  but 
there  is  little  talent  in  the  group.  We  may  also 
mention  M.  Jaronsky,  who  has  declared  distinctly 
anti-Semitic  views. 

There  a^e  three  Jewish  deputies  in  the  Duma — 
MM.  M.  Bomasz,  N.  Friedtnann,  and  G.  Gourevitch. 
All  three  are  attached  to  the  Cadet  party. 

The  Labour  Group. 

The  Labour  group  has  been  completely  trans- 
formed, and  of  its  former  members  only  M.  Dsin- 
binsky  remains.  Among  the  newcomers  the  most 
prominent  is  M.  A.  Kerensky,  member  for  Saratov. 
He  is  a  young  man  of  thirty,  and  is  already  well 
known  as  the  author  of  a  remarkable  report  on  the 
Lena  affair.  M.  Kerensky  belongs  to  a  noble  family, 
and  is  the  son-in-law  of  Senator  Vassilieff,  of  Kazan. 
His  contributions  to  the  Duma  debates  have  attracted 
much  attention  ;  according  to  the  programme  he  has 
outlined  in  the  name  of  his  group  he  is  not  far 
removed  from  a  Social  Revolutionary.  Of  him,  too, 
much  will  be  heard. 

A  similar  change  has  taken  place  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Social  Democrats,  M.  Tchkeidze,  the  Caucasian 
deputy,  being  the  sole  survivor  from  the  third  Duma. 
The  most  remarkable  of  the  >  new  men  is  a  working 
locksmith,  M.  Malinovsky,  who  represents  the  govern- 
ment of  Moscow.  He  is  acquainted  with  prison  and 
with  exile.  A  former  president  of  the  working  men's 
syndicates  in  St.  Petersburg,  he  enjoys  a  reputation 
among  the  labouring  classes  for  honesty,  good 
sense,  and  courage.  It  was  he  who  was  put  up  by 
the  Social  Democrats  to  make  the  party's  declaration 
in  answer  to  the  Premier's  statement  of  policy.  His 
very  opening  sentences  were  interrupted  by  the 
President  of  the  Duma,  and  the  newspapers  which 
reported  his  speech  were  confiscated,  and  their 
editors  arrested. 

Another  deputy  who  attracts  attention  is  M. 
|aguello,  of  Warsaw.  Enjoying  the  support  of  the 
Jewish  vote  at  the  recent  elections,  he  was  at 
the  outset  energetically  opposed  by  the  Social 
Democrats,  who  taunted  him  with  being  run  by  the 
bourgeoisie.  He  was  returned  to  the  Duma,  however, 
and  because  of  his  election  the  Polish  merchants  at 
Warsaw  boycotted  their  Jewish  colleagues.  In  M. 
|aguello  the  "  Bund"  secures  a  representative  in  the 
Duma. 

Peasant  Surprises. 

In  the  present  Duma  the  peasants  have  formed  a 
special  group.  Elected  by  the  votes  of  the  landed 
gentry,  the}'  were  at  first  all  included  in  the  forces  of 
the  Extreme  Right.  But  at  the  opening  sessions 
they  voted  with  the  Opposition.  One  may  expect 
many  surprises  from  this  quarter.  The  peasant 
deputies  have  already  held  a  meeting  among  them- 


*  The  previous  articles  appeared  <>n  januiry  aytli  and  February  5th. 


selves,  and  passed  a  resolution  demanding  "  the  land 
for  the  people.1'  It  will  not  be  surprising  if  very 
soon  they  add  to  it  the  demand  for  "liberty;  and 
then  the  proverb  about  "extremes  meeting  "  will  be 
justified. 

There  remain  only  the  priests.  With  regard  to 
them  we  have  already  stated  that  Bishop  Nikon,  the 
founder  of  the  group,  has  received  a  check  in  his 
endeavour  to  discipline  his  subordinates.  Most  of 
the  priests  are  enrolled  under  the  Nationalist  banner, 
but  some  of  them  belong  to  the  Progressist  and  even 
to  the  Cadet  groups.  Along  with  Bishop  Nikon  is 
to  be  noticed  Bishop  Anatolius  of  Odessa,  who,  with 
M.  Levasheff,  was  elected  by  such  obviously  fraudu- 
lent methods  that  he  is  quite  likely  to  be  unseated. 


ELECTION  ECHOES 


Charges  of  Official  Intimidation  to  be 
Investigated. 

M.  Kharuzin,  the  Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior, 
who  organised  the  official  election  campaign,  has 
won  the  very  reverse  of  a  triumph  from  those  pro- 
ceedings, and  has  had  to  follow  his  late  chief,  M. 
Makaroff,  into  retirement.  Even  the  Reactionaries 
are  glad  to  get  rid  of  M.  Kharuzin,  whom  they 
charge  with  having  spoilt  the  election  campaign  by 
forming  separate  curia'  of  the  clergy,  who  otherwise, 
drilled  as  they  were  by  M.  Sabler  and  the  Holy 
Synod,  would  have  produced  a  Duma  of  overwhelm- 
ingly Right  complexion. 

By  a  truly  Gilbertian  stroke  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior,  which  was  the  chief  manager  of  the'  election 
campaign,  has  been  directed  by  the  Senate  to  supply 
information  with  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
most  zealous  instruments  of  that  campaign — namely, 
the  late  Governor  of  Nijni,  Chamberlain  Khvostoff, 
the  leader  of  the  Right  in  the  present  Duma,  and 
Bishop  Joachim  of  Nijni,  who  subdued  with  a  stern 
hand  the  conscience  and  free  will  of  the  clerical 
voters. 

A  fortnight  before  the  election  the  peasant  voters 
of  Nijni  received  a  summons  from  the  Governor, 
ordering  them  to  report  themselves  on  their  arrival 
at  Nijni  to  the  Land  Captain,  Bojinsky-Bojko,  at  the 
Governor's  office.  Bojinsky-Bojko  accordingly  took 
them  in  hand,  instructing  them  to  vote  for  the 
Governor's  official,  M.  Baratch.  and  to  take  up 
lodgings  at  a  certain  hotel.  When  some  of  the 
peasants  remarked  that  the  place  was  too  expensive 
for  them,  the  Land  Captain  replied  :  — 

"  Order  anything  you  like  there.  Everything  will 
be  paid  for." 

At  the  hotel  itself  the  Land  Captain  instructed 
them  to  give  their  votes  to  MM.  Baratch,  Zvyereff, 
and  Tyatinin,  who  were  actually  returned.  Later  on 
he  brought  them  an  invitation  to  dinner  from  M. 
Tyatinin,  which  was  accepted  by  some  of  the 
peasants,  but  declined  by  others.  The  peasant  repre- 
sentative of  the  Semenov  district  declared  that  he 
would  rather  eat  black  bread  than  accept  a  dinner 
from  M.  Tyatinin.  After  the  dinner  the  Governor 
received  each  peasant  delegate  separately,  and  gave 
him  instructions  as  to  the  way  he  should  vote. 

The  officials  Arapoff  and  Kotchetoff  and  the  Press 
Inspector  Levitsky  have  been  included  in  a  supple- 
mentary charge  as  the  Governor's  accomplices. 

It  is,  however,  extremely  doubtful  whether  M. 
Khvostoff  has  any  reason  to  be  apprehensive  of 
serious  consequences,  seeing  that  the  offences  he 
openly  committed  were  not  even  officially  censured 
at  the  time  of  their  perpetration. 


OFFICIAL  RESPONSIBILITY. 


On  the  25th  ult.  the  Legislative  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  State  met  for  the  first  time  to  consider 
the  Bill  dealing  with  the  responsibility  of  officials. 
The  Minister  of  Justice,  M.  Schegiovitoff,  was 
present. 

If  was  stated  during  the  discussion  that  in  this 
measure  the  Duma  had  combined  the  two  distinct 
questions  of  the  civil  and  criminal  responsibility  of 
officials.  It  was  resolved  that  these  topics  should  be 
taken  separately,  and  with  regard  to  civil  responsi- 
bility it  was  decided  to  return  that  part  of  the  Bill  to 
the  Duma  because  of  certain  formal  defects. 

As  to  the  second  part,  which  recommends  that 
guilty  officials  shall  be  brought  before  the  assize 
courts  and  tried  by  a  jury,  strong  opposition  was 
manifested  on  the  part  of  the  Right,  who  scent  a 
"revolution"  in  the  Bill.  They  insisted  that  officials, 
even  though  guilty  of  criminal  acts,  should  be  inde- 
pendent of  public  opinion,  and  should  only  be  tried 
by  their  peers — a  relic  of  media-valism.  It  is  curious 
and  gratifying  to  note  that  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
who  is  usually  so  confirmed  a  Reactionary,  opposed 
the  views  of  the  Right  and  upheld  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Duma. 

The  discussion  was  adjourned. 
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NOTES. 


Russia,  Austria,  and  the  Ruthenes. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Austrian  Emperor's  letter 
to  the  Tsar,  or  at  any  rate  the  instructions  by 
which  it  was  accompanied,  referred  in  part  to 
the  Little  Russian  question.  It  is  very  likely 
that  this  was  so,  because  until  this  question  is 
cleared  up  the  relations  between  the  two 
Empires  can  never  be  satisfactory  ;  indeed,  it  has 
long  been  thought  that  the  Little  Russians  may 
provide  the  casus  belli  in  any  conflict  that  breaks 
out  between  Russia  and  Austria.  The  Russian 
campaign  in  Galicia,  as  our  columns  have 
repeatedly  testified,  has  been  of  an  intolerable 
and  characteristically  unscrupulous  nature. 
Financed  from  St.  Petersburg,  agents  have  been 
poured  into  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
verting the  Ruthenian  Uniates  to  Orthodoxy, 
and  the  methods  of  "  russification  "  that  have  been 
employed  have  had  theverynaturaleffectof  arous- 
ing the  animosity  of  the  Poles ;  further,  it  has  been 
found  that  the  priests  who  were  ostensibly 
engao-ed  in  mission  work  were  at  the  same  time 
acting  as  military  spies  for  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment. The  Russian  Nationalists  make  no  secret 
of  their  aspiration  to  attach  Galicia  to  the 
Russian  Empire,  and  in  this  light  the  agitation 
carried  on  so  assiduously  by  Count  Vladimir 
Bobrinsky  and  his  successors  was  bound  to  he 
regarded  with  the  deepest  suspicion  by  the 
Austrian  Government.  The  latest  move  in  the 
campaign  consists  in  inflaming  the  Galician 
peasants  by  the  promise  that  the  "  White  Tsar  " 
will  soon  appear  and  allow  them  to  plunder  the 
landed  gentry  and  the  Jews.  It  is  quite  evident 
that  if  the  matter  is  not  speedily  cleared  up  by 
means  of  a  satisfactory  settlement  it  may  lead 
to  the  very  gravest  consequences. 


"  No  Petitions." 

The  latest  affront  to  which  Finland  has  been 
subjected  at  the  hands  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment takes  the  form  of  a  virtual  denial  of  the 
right  to  petition.  One  of  the  Constitutional 
privileges  of  the  Grand  Duchy  lies  in  the  Diet's 
right  to  lay  petitions  before  the  Tsar.  Recently 
the  Diet  availed  itself  of  this  form  of  procedure 
to  pray  the  Emperor  to  veto  the  scheme  for  the 
annexation  of  the  two  Viborg  parishes  by  Russia. 
It  need  hardly  be  said  that  the  petition  was 
rejected,  and  if  the  matter  had  ended  there  little 
more  would  have  been  heard  of  it.  But  in  for- 
warding the  document  the  Governor-General  of 
Finland,  M.  Seyn,  went  out  of  his  way  to 
characterise  it  as  "  a  totally  inadmissible  act  of 
dictating  to  the  Monarch ;  "  and  the  Russian 
Cabinet  has  expressed  its  agreement  with  M. 
Seyn's  opinion.  It  is  impossible  for  any  one 
except  a  Russian  bureaucrat  to  understand  the 
motive  of  this  astounding  attitude.  The  Fin- 
nish Diet  has  always  been  most  circumspect  in 
its  loyalty  towards  the  Throne,  and  that  its 
humble  petition  should  be  construed  into  an 
expression  of  lese-majeste  is  inconceivable.  Or 


does  the  Government  fear  that  the  Tsar,  who  is 
also  Grand  Duke  of  Finland,  may  be  constrained 
by  his  affection  for  the  Finnish  people  or  other- 
wise coerced  into  yielding  to  their  wishes,  that 
it  should  thus  cast  a  stigma  upon  their  re- 
spectful overtures  ?  Probably  it  is  merely  a 
gagging  device,  designed  to  prevent,  or  at  least 
to  discourage,  the  Finnish  Diet  from  approaching 
the  Tsar  in  future.  Finland's  grievances  are  at 
present  too  articulate  to  suit  the  taste  of  the 
Russian  bureaucracy. 


The  Men  in  Possession. 

In  reply  to  a  question  addressed  to  him  in  the 
House  of  Commons  last  Thursday,  Sir  Edward 
Grey  stated  that  there  are  now  some  13,400 
Russian  troops  in  Northern  Persia.  This,  of 
course,  is  a  veritable  Army  of  Occupation,  of 
more  than  twice  the  size  of  the  British  Army  in 
Egypt.  Upon  what  grounds,  we  wonder,  is  the 
presence  of  such  a  force  justified  by  the  Russian 
Government  and  by  Sir  Edward  '  Grey,  who 
evidently  acquiesces  in  it  ?  It  was  clearly  stated 
in  the  House  of  Commons  some  months  ago  that 
the  Russian  troops — who  then,  it  was  believed, 
did  not  number  more  than  four  or  five  thousand — 
would  be  withdrawn  as  soon  as  the  disorders 
which  they  were  introduced  to  quell  should  have 
subsided.  At  the  present  moment,  apparently', 
all  is  quiet  in  Northern  Persia,  and  yret  the 
Russian  force,  so  far  from  having  been  with- 
drawn, has  actually  been  greatly  increased.  Does 
Sir  Edward  Grey  still  cling  to  the  fiction  that 
the  independence  of  Persia  is  to  be  preserved  ? 
Or  is  he  now  willing  to  admit  that  the  Russian 
"sphere  of  influence"  has  developed  into  a 
Russian  dependency,  and  that  the  doom  of  the 
country,  which  is  now  condemned  to  all  the 
horrors  of  Russian  rule,  has  been  signed  ? 
When,  a  few  years  hence,  the  people  of  Northern 
Persia,  crying  aloud  in  the  agony  of  their  oppres- 
sion, lay  their  piteous  case  before  the  civilised 
world,  as  the  Georgians  and  the  Finns  have  done 
before  them,  what  will  be  thought  and  said  then 
of  the  part  England  has  played  in  this  sorry- 
business  ? 


Crimes  to  Order. 

Our  Polish  correspondent  reports  an  outrageous 
case  which  shows  the  lengths  to  which  the 
Russian  police  will  go  in  their  efforts  to  manu- 
facture evidence  of  crime.  In  the  government  of 
Piotrkov  search  was  being  made  for  a  band  of 
robbers  who  were  said  to  have  terrorised  the 
locality,  and  to  have  issued  circulars  demanding 
money  that  were  stamped  with  a  peculiar  seal. 
The  detectives  who  were  in  charge  of  the  investi- 
gation arrested  a  well-known  landowner  as  the 
chief  of  the  robbers,  and  in  proof  of  his  guilt 
produced  the  seal  of  the  band,  which  they 
declared  theyr  had  found  in  his  possession.  Sub- 
sequent inquiry,  however,  showed  that  the  whole 
story  was  a  concoction,  and  that  the  seal  pro- 
duced had  actually  been  manufactured  for  the 
detective  by  a  local  engraver.  The  story  only 
bears  out  what  we  have  always  said  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Okhrana  police  and  the  agents- 
provocateurs  in  their  employ.  Their  continued 
maintenance  can  only  be  justified  by  the  exist- 
ence of  extraordinary  lawlessness,  and  when 
that  is  not  forthcoming  it  has  to  be  invented. 
It  is  a  thoroughly  vicious  system,  and  until  it  is 
abolished  order  will  never  reign  in  the  Russian 
Empire,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  police 
will  not  allow  it. 

The  Censorship  Again. 

The  Russian  Censorship  grows  more  and  more 
arbitrary  and  incomprehensible  in  its  activity. 
A  few  weeks  ago  we  published  an  appreciative 
notice  of  a  new  book  on  Russia  from  the  pen  of 
M.  Gregoire  Alexinsky,  a  former  Duma  deputy 
La  Bussie  Modeme,  as  the  volume  is  entitled,  is  a 


sane  and  well-balanced  work,  and  deals  with  the 
facts  of  Russian  life— political,  social,  and  eco- 
nomical— in  a  discriminating  and  unimpassioned 
manner  that  makes  it  an  invaluable  guide  to  the 
student  of  Russian  affairs.  The  facts  as  they  are 
set  forth  do  not,  of  course,  redound  to  the  credit 
of  the  Russian  Government;  but  the  book  is 
written  in  no  party  spirit,  and  gives  a  faithful 
presentment  of  the  conditions  it  sets  itself  to 
describe.  Nevertheless,  we  learn  that  its 
importation  into  Russia  has  been  banned,  and 
the  review  copies  that  were  sent  by  the  Paris 
publisher  to  the  Russian  papers  have  been 
returned  by  order  of  the  Censor.  It  is 
now,  apparently,  not  sufficient  for  a  writer  to 
avoid  actively  offending  the  Russian  authorities  ; 
he  must  go  out  of  his  way  to  please  them,  to 
tickle  their  susceptibilities,  if  he  is  to  escape  their 
uudesired  attentions.  M.  Alexinsky's  book,  we 
understand,  is  about  to  be  issued  in  an  English 
translation,  so  that  our  countrymen  will  soon  be 
given  the  opportunity  of  judging  for  themselves 
how  far  the  action  of  the  Russian  Censor  was 
justified.  

A  CHAMPION  OF  THE  PEASANTS. 


Death  of  M.  Alexander  Novikoff. 


We  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  M. 
Alexander  Ivanovitch  Novikoff,  which  took  place  in 
St.  Petersburg  after  a  protracted  illness.  He  could 
not  be  taken  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  to  a  more 
suitable  place,  having  pledged  himself  not  to  depart 
from  St.  Petersburg  on  account  of  the  sentence  of 
one  year's  imprisonment  passed  upon  him  for  the 
publication  of  his  pamphlet,  The  Enemies  of  the  People. 
The  police  surgeon,  accompanied  by  a  commissary 
of  police,  visited  him  regularly  every  six  months  to 
see  whether  he  was  in  a  condition  to  serve  his 
sentence. 

Descended  from  a  family  of  strong  Reactionary 
convictions,  and  the  only  son  of  Mme.  Olga  Novikoff, 
the  well-known  champion  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment in  London,  the  late  M.  Novikoff  thirteen  years 
ago  accepted  the  post  of  Land  Captain  for  the 
express  purpose  of  keeping  the  peasantry  under  sub- 
jection. But  contact  with  the  realities  of  rural  life 
convinced  him  that  justice  was  on  the  side  of  the 
downtrodden  peasants  rather  than  of  their  oppressors, 
and  his  political  confession  of  faith,  embodied  in  his 
Memoirs  of  a  Land  Captain,  came  as  a  striking  revela- 
tion to  the  Russian  public. 

In  1904  he  joined  with  whole-hearted  fervour  the 
reform  movement,  which  involved  him  in  domi- 
ciliary visits,  detentions,  and  terms  of  imprisonment. 
These  exertions  ruined  his  indifferent  health,  and 
ultimatelv  confined  him  to  a  living  grave,  until  death 
finally  released  him  from  his  latest  sentence  in  the 
fifty-second  year  of  his  age. 


THE   RIGOURS    OF  EXILE. 

Politicals  Treated  Worse  than  Common- 
Law  Criminals. 

While  the  population  of  Siberia  looks  upon  the 
common-law  criminals  deported  there  as  a  scourge, 
but  is  anxious  to  make  use  of  the  services  of  the  harm- 
less and  generally  superior  political  exiles,  the 
authorities  act  on  precisely  the  opposite  principle. 

The  law  allows  an  exile,  after  the  expiration  of  six 
months,  to  move  from  one  place  to  another  through- 
out the  whole  government  to  which  he  has  been 
deported.  The  authorities,  however,  reserve  that 
privilege  for  common-law  criminals,  keeping  the 
politicals  within  the  boundaries  of  the  canton  in 
which  they  are  registered. 

In  the  government  of  Irkutsk  the  Government  has 
recently  started  to  grant  passports  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  district,  exempting,  however,  the  few 
railway-station  villages  where  an  exile  might  make  a 
scanty  living.  Matters  are  still  worse  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Yenisseysk,  where  the  exiles  are  not  allowed 
to  move  out  of  the  canton,  and  are  thus  condemned 
to  unemployment,  cold,  and  starvation. 

A  few  exiles  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain 
temporary  permits  of  residence  for  other  places,  but 
even  their  life  does  not  run  smoothly.  Thus  the 
District  Captain  has  devised  a  system  of  mutual 
responsibility,  by  which,  if  any  exile  should  manage 
to  escape,  all  the  others  are  punished  bv  being 
deported  back  to  their  registered  places.  No  such 
principle  of  vicarious  responsibility,  of  course,  is  to 
be  found  either  in  the  Exile  or  Prison  Regulations. 
But  even  the  facilities  that  are  provided  by  the  Exile 
Regulations  are  not  observed. 


28 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


Fkkklaki  .1  jyj.i. 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 

The     "Agent-Provocateur"     and  the 
Catholic  Clergy. 


[Fkom  Our  Polish  CORRESPONDENT.] 

Since  1905  the  Act  ot  Toleration,  like  most  of  the 
privileges  conceded  under  the  pressure  of  the  Revo- 
lution, has  in  practice  remained  a  dead  letter.  The 
authorities  are  continually  racking  their  brains  to 
discover  new  methods  of  persecution  against  the 
Catholic  clergy,  whom  they  dismiss  on  trumped-up 
charges  with  the  object  of  facilitating  the  work  of 
russification.  In  Lithuania  especially  these  pro- 
ceedings are  the  order  of  the  day.  Severe  penalties 
are  inflicted  upon  priests  for  converting  Orthodox 
persons  or  confessing  them  according  to  the  Catholic 
rite.  The  clergy  therefore  scrupulously  avoid  such 
tran>gressions,  but  they  are  quite  helpless  when 
ensnared  in  the  net  of  the  agent- provocateur.  The 
following  are  the  most  familiar  methods  adopted  by 
these  guardian  angels  of  Russia. 

On  the  occasion  of  a  country  fair,  an  agent  in  the 
disguise  of  a  peasant  will  approach  a  Catholic  priest 
and  ask  him  to  hear  his  confession.  Surrounded  as 
he  usually  is  by  a  waiting  crowd  of  other  penitents, 
the  priest  performs  his  duty  without  examining  the 
certificates  of  baptism,  and  for  such  an  omission  he 
is  liable  to  prosecution.  Another  trick  in  favour 
with  the  authorities  consists  in  sending  some 
corrupt  individual  to  a  priest  whose  advice  he  pre- 
tends he  is  most  anxious  to  follow  on  the  question 
whether  his  children  have  to  attend  the  parish 
school.  As  is  well  known,  these  schools  are  hotbeds 
of  the  worst  obscurantism  and  fanaticism,  being 
exempt  even  from  the  problematical  control  of  the 
Ministry  of  Education,  and  depending  exclusively  on 
the  Holy  Syncd.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that  the 
priest  recommends  another  school,  and  has  after- 
wards to  experience  the  pleasure  of  a  judicial  investi- 
gation for  having  offended  against  the  established 
religion.  Apart  from  these  methods,  Russia  indulges 
in  special  methods — to  be  met  with  nowhere  else  in 
the  whole  world — of  punishing  by  administrative 
order  "  excess  of  zeal "  in  the  performance  of  the 
priests'  duties.  It  may  easily  be  imagined  what  kind 
of  actions  are  likely  to  be  stamped  by  the  tchinovnik 
as  bearing  the  character  of  "  excess  of  zeal.'' 

No   Religious  Motive. 

In  these  circumstances  it  goes  without  saying  that 
sentences  of  imprisonment  are  being  showered  in 
profusion  upon  the  clergy.  Only  the  other  day  a 
Catholic  priest  named  Sienkievich  was  condemned 
for  one  of  the  above-mentioned  crimes  to  four  years' 
confinement  in  a  fortress.  It  is  superfluous  to  add 
that  the  bureaucracy,  while  it  is  assiduously  engaged 
in  hunting  out  the  "  criminals,"  is  by  no  ways 
inspired  by  religious  motives ;  on  the  contrary, 
almost  every  official  boasts  of  his  liberal  views  on 
matters  of  faith.  The  only  aim  of  their  endeavours 
is  russificalion,  and,  since  the  most  effective  tool  in 
the  campaign  is  the  Orthodox  Church,  the  "  Real 
Russians''  are  for  ever  urging  the  necessity  of  compel- 
ling religious  instruction  to  be  given  in  Russian. 

In  his  annual  report  the  Governor  of  Grodno 
declares  that,  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  the  Polish  lan- 
guage is  being  artificially  spread  through  the  medium 
of  the  clergy,  who  lecture  in  Polish.  The  Governor 
insists  that  in  regard  to  the  question  of  language  the 
school  authorities  should  be  invested  with  the  right 
of  acting  at  their  discretion,  without  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  wishes  of  the  parents,  who  are  under 
the  influence  of  the  priests.  In  many  places  the 
population  has  thus  been  forced  into  serious  conflicts. 
Extremely  characteristic  of  Russian  notions  of  fair 
play  are  the  double-dealing  tactics  employed  by  the 
Government.  While  in  the  matter  of  religious 
instruction  Ruthenians  are  treated  as  Russians,  in 
order  to  deprive  them  of  the  right  of  learning  reli- 
gion in  Polish,  during  the  elections  they  are  regarded 
as  Poles,  and  are  subjected  to  restrictions  which  are 
not  applicable  to  Ruthenians. 

Crime-Faking. 

An  amazing  occurrence  is  reported  from  the 
government  of  Piotrkov,  where  a  band  of  robbers 
have  for  a  long  time  been  disturbing  the  public  peace 
and  general  security.  While  carrying  out  their  bold 
designs  the  band  used  to  circulate  proclamations 
demanding  money,  and  endorsed  those  documents 
with  a  seal  by  which  they  styled  themselves  "  revo- 
lutionary revengers."  In  the  difficult  task  of  dis- 
covering the  robbers  the  principal  part  was  played 
by  two  functionaries  of  the  police  in  Piotrkov,  named 
Kotovsky  and  Yurchenko. 

Towards  the  close  of  last  year  the  police  received 
information  that  the  robber  chief  was  hiding  in  the 
proximity  of  the  town  of  Piotrkov,  and  after  an  ener- 
getic search  the  two  detectives  assured  the  autho- 
rities that  a  well-known  landowner  was  identical 
with  the  leader  of  the  band.  A  raid  was  made  at  the 
re*idence  of  theaccu'ed  man,  and  resulted  in  the  dis- 


covery of  the  seal  of  the  "  revolutionary  revengers." 
The  landowner  was  instantly  arrested,  but  during  the 
investigation  he  positively  asserted  his  innocence, 
suggesting  that  the  seal  must  have  been  slipped  in 
by  the  detectives.  He  also  insisted  upon  an  inquiry 
being  instituted  among  the  local  seal-engravers.  In 
the  result  one  of  the  latter  confessed  that  he  had  been 
ordered  by  the  police-agent  Yurchenko  to  make  the 
seal.  The  landowner  lias  been  liberated,  and  his 
place  in  prison  has  already  been  occupied  by 
Yurchenko,  whose  comrade,  however,  has  suc- 
ceeded in  escaping. 


THE    NEW  PROVINCE. 

M.  Voljin,  the  present  Governor  of  Siedletz,  is  to 
be  appointed  to  the  governorship  of  the  newly 
created  Holm  province,  which  is  composed  cf  the 
districts  detached  from  the  Kingdom  of  Poland.  In 
view  of  the  complicated  conditions  arising  from  the 
annexation,  Governor  Yoijin,  who  will  no  longer  be 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Governor-General  of 
Warsaw,  is  to  be  allowed  a  certain  measure  of  inde- 
pendence from  the  central  Government  in  St.  Peters- 
burg. 

Although  the  new  government  has  not  yet  been 
formally  constituted,  M.  Kasso,  the  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction,  has  already  removed  all  the  educational 
establishments  of  the  Holm  districts  from  the  control 
of  the  Warsaw  Schools  District  and  has  transferred 
them  to  that  of  Kiev. 


THE   STRUGGLE  IN  FINLAND. 


Diet's  Right  of  Petition  Denied. 


The  Emperor,  acting  on  the  advice  of  the  Russian 
Council  of  Ministers,  has  rejected  a  petition  addressed 
to  him  by  the  Diet,  praying  him  to  stay  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee  which  has  under  discussion 
the  separation  of  the  parishes  of  Nykyrka  and 
Kivinebb  from  Finland  and  their  incorporation  in 
the  government  of  St.  Petersburg.  The  Council  of 
Ministers  have  expressed  their  agreement  with 
Governor-General  Seyn,  who  characterised  the  peti- 
tion as  "  a  totally  inadmissible  act  of  dictating  to  the 
Monarch." 

A  Russian  named  Fasansky,  a  member  of  the 
District  Court  of  Yitebsk,  has  been  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Department  of  Justice  in  the  Finnish 
Senate.  This  gentleman  served  formerly  in  the 
Governor-General's  Chancellery  during  the  Bobrikoff 
regime.  His  knowledge  of  Finnish  conditions  is  next 
to  nothing,  and  he  is  absolutely  ignorant  of  the 
Finnish  laws,  administrative  methods,  and  language. 
That,  however,  is  an  advantage  from  the  Russian 
point  of  view,  seeing  that  the  object  is  to  bring  the 
Grand  Duchy  into  line  with  the  rest  of  Russia. 

The  Diet's  New  Speaker. 

The  Finnish  Diet  was  opened  simultaneously  with 
the  commencement  of  the  second  session  of  the 
Duma.  A  notable  change  has  been  wrought  by  the 
fact  that  M.  Svinhufvud  no  longer  occupies  the 
Presidential  chair.  It  had  become  a  standing  tra- 
dition that  the  Diet  should  re-elect  M.  Svinhufvud 
as  its  "  Talman,"  or  Speaker.  Although  a  Young 
Finn,  he  always  received  the  votes  of  the  Old  Finns 
as  well,  since  he  was  regarded  by  all  parties  as  the 
incarnation  of  the  national  aspirations  of  the  Finnish 
people.  This  time,  however,  his  place  has  been 
taken  by  M,  Tokoi,  a  Social  Democrat,  who  received 
the  majority  of  votes. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  this  change  is  due  to 
any  loss  of  popularity  on  the  part  of  M.  Svinhufvud. 
It  was,  however,  thought  that  his  election  would 
lead  to  the  immediate  dissolution  of  the  Diet,  in 
view  of  his  declared  intention,  in  case  of  his  re- 
appointment as  Speaker,  not  to  confine  himself  in 
reply  to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  to  mere  expres- 
sions of  loyalty,  but  to  describe  in  unmistakable 
colours  the  present  position  of  the  country. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  retirement  of 
M.  Svinhufvud  will  be  sufficient  to  secure  the  Diet 
from  dissolution. 


The  Orthodox  Consistory  of  Kiev  has  drawn  up  a 
list  of  priests  of  the  Kiev  diocese  who  have  been 
promoted  for  their  zeal  in  securing  the  election  of 
Xationalist  deputies  to  the  Duma. 

The  High  Court  of  Ekaterinoslav  has  sentenced 
the  station-master  of  Prossyanoye  to  a  year's  imprison- 
ment for  demanding  bribes  from  cargo-owners,  lie 
pleaded  in  his  defence  that  he  was  a  patriot  calum- 
niated by  seditious  persons  and  Jews. 

The  Senate  has  acknowledged  the  justice  of  the 
appeal  of  the  Jewish  wine-growers  of  the  Crimea 
against  the  order  of  M.  Kokovtsoff,  as  Minister  of 
linance,  which  placed  restrictions,  unwarranted  by 
law,  on  the  sale  of  their  produce. 


POLICE    AND  JEWS. 

Immunity  from  Expulsion  Secured  by 
Bribery. 

[From  Our  Own-  Corrbspoxdbvt,] 

St.  PETERSBURG,  February  5th. 

In  spite  of  the  numerous  Senatorial  investigations 
into  the  offences  of  officials,  abuses  have  hardly  ever 
been  so  rife  as  they  are  to-day. 

One  of  the  most  fruitful  sources  of  -uch  illegalities 
is  presented  by  the  Jewish  question.  A  foreigner 
who  reads  of  the  endless  persecution  directed 
against  the  Jews  cannot  help  wondering  how  these 
people  are  still  able  to  breathe  in  Russia.  They  are 
saved,  however,  by  what  we  usually  call  the  "  Russian 
Constitution ; — viz.,  the  bribery  of  the  police.  In 
spite  of  all  the  rigours  of  the  law,  there  is  not  at 
present  a  single  Russian  town  where  Jews  cannot 
iive  by  paying  a  fixed  monthly  contribution  to  the 
police.  During  the  last  few  days  there  have  been 
several  prosecutions  of  minor  police  officers  on  such 
charges  of  bribery ;  but,  although  the  central 
Government  is  well  aware  what  a  prolific  source  of 
corruption  is  provided  by  this  system,  the  interests  of 
"  higher  policy,"  in  whose  programme  anti-Semitism 
plays  a  leading  part,  induce  it  to  shut  its  eyes  to  the 
evil.  Every  day  new  measures  are  being  invented 
which  on  the  one  hand  ruin  the  poor  Jewish  masses, 
while  on  the  other  they  provide  a  new  source  of 
income  for  the  police. 

It  is  well  known  that  even  within  the  Pale  Jews 
have  no  right  to  settle  in  rural  districts.  Now  the 
question  arises  whether  a  townlet  is  to  be  treated  as 
an  urban  or  a  rural  locality.  Until  lately  townlets 
were  regarded  as  urban  settlements.  But  it  recently 
occurred  to  a  certain  Governor  to  give  a  contrary 
interpretation  to  the  term,  and  on  the  strength  of  it 
he  expelled  all  the  Jews  from  the  townlets  of  his 
government.  The  Jews  appealed  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  latter,  which  is  generally  inclined  to  approve  any 
restrictions  for  Jews,  confirmed  the  view  that  townlets 
ought  to  be  classed  in  the  category  of  rural  settle- 
ments. 

This  set  the  ball  rolling,  and  now  wholesale  expul- 
sions of  Jews  from  townlets  are  proceeding  in  every 
government.  The  enormous  majority  of  the  poor 
Jews  will  be  utterly  ruined  and  reduced  to  beggary, 
while  the  well-to-do  among  them  are  sure  to  return 
to  their  old  places  of  residence  and  supply  the 
pockets  of  the  police  officials  with  new  lining. 


EXPULSIONS     OF  JEWS. 


Numerous  expulsions  of  Jews  are  taking  place 
from  the  villages  of  the  Bialystok  district. 

On  the  complaint  of  the  principal  of  the  Svyatoshin 
Commercial  School,  the  Kiev  authorities  have  released 
the  Jewish  pupils  of  that  school  who  had  been 
arrested  by  the  police,  ordering  them,  however,  to 
leave  the  town  of  Kiev  as  not  possessing  the  right  of 
residence. 


ARMY   EXCESSES    IN  PERSIA. 


The  District  Court-martial  of  Tiflis  has  concluded 
the  trial  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Russian 
punitive  expedition  who  were  accused  of  having 
robbed  a  store  at  Adjitchay,  in  Persia. 

Captain  Sossieff ,  the  commander  of  a  company  of 
the  Gorsk-Mozdok  regiment,  has  been  sentenced  to 
be  dismissed  the  service  and  imprisoned  in  a  fortress 
for  sixteen  months.  The  court  recommends,  how- 
ever, the  commutation  of  that  penalty  into  one  of  a 
fortnight's  arrest  at  the  military  prison,  in.  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  accused  subsequently  made  good  the 
damage. 

The  Cossack  Medvyedeff,  of  the  same  company, 
has  been  sentenced  to  thirteen  months'  imprison- 
ment. 

The  other  accused  have  been  acquitted. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

The  Kiev  District  Court  has  resolved  to  administer 
a  reprimand  in  writing  to  Advocate  Grigorovitch- 
Parsky  for  having  appended  his  signature  to  a  protest 
against  the  blood  accusation  which  was  published 
last  spring  in  the  local  Conservative  paper,  the  Kiev 
Mysl.  The  Public  Prosecutor  asserted  that  the  sign- 
ing of  the  protest  was  due  to  the  desire  of  Advocate 
Grigorovitch-Barsky,  who  acts  as  counsel  for  Beilis, 
to  influence  the  minds  of  the  jury  who  would  have  to 
pronounce  a  verdict  in  the  case. 


M.  Nestor  Pasmanik  has  been  forbidden  to  deliver 
lectures  on  Zionism  at  any  place  within  the  govern- 
ment of  Ekaterinoslav  except  the  chief  town. 
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RAISING    THE  WIND. 


The  statements  we  have  from  time  to  time  made 
to  the  effect  that  a  new  Russian  loan  is  impending 
receive  fresh  confirmation  this  week  from  a  report 
which  has  reached  us  from  a  very  well-informed 
quarter.  Efforts  are  now  being  made,  it  appears, 
to  bring  to  a  head  the  scheme  for  raising 
another  Russian  loan  in  Paris,  the  real  nature 
of  which  will  be  but  thinly  disguised  by  its  issue 
in  the  form  of  State  Railway  bonds.  Already 
the  ground  is  being  prepared  in  the  familiar 
manner,  and  the  newspapers  are  coming  out  with 
the  usual  articles  in  which  Russia's  financial  and 
economic  position  is  described  with  fulsome 
enthusiasm  and  with  a  general  disregard  for  the 
truth.  Within  the  last  twelve  months  or  so  we 
have  seen  very  much  the  same  methods  of 
advertisement  adopted  in  our  own  country,  but, 
although  they  were  assisted  by  the  specious 
"  puff"  of  a  British  visit  to  Russia,  so  far  they 
have  not  proved  sufficiently  potent  to  warrant  the 
actual  flotation  of  another  loan.  That,  however, 
will  doubtless  come  later  on.  unless  the  Paris 
loan  prove  either  so  huge  a  success  as  to  render 
application  elsewhere  unnecessary,  or  so  consum- 
mate a  fiasco  as  to  damn  effectually  the  chances  of 
success  on  the  London  market.  We  do  not  affect 
to  be  in  a  position  to  foretell  the  probable 
response  to  the  Paris  application,  although  we 
are  glad  to  note  that  those  French  papers  which 
are  lending  their  columns  for  purposes  of  reclame 
are  not  being  allowed  to  have  the  exclusive  say 
in  the  matter,  and  that  in  other  quarters  a 
searching  light  is  being  thrown  upon  the  situa- 
tion that  is  calculated  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
investing  public. 

Apparently  it  is  not  only  in  France  that  Russia 
is  or  has  recently  been  making  endeavours  to 
raise  the  wind.  We  learn  that  a  few  weeks  ago 
a  project  was  set  on  foot  in  the  United  States  for 
sending  a  deputation  of  representative  Americans 
to  visit  Russia,  and  it  has  been  stated  that  the 
proposed  visit  is  closely  connected  with  a  loan 
scheme.  This  affair,  it  will  be  observed,  bears 
a  very  close  resemblance  to  what  took  place  in 
this  country  twelve  months  ago.  But,  whether 
the  visit  take  place  or  not,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
at  all  as  to  the  utter  impossibility  of  raising  a 
Russian  Government  loan  in  the  United  States. 
It  may  be  recalled  that  a  similar  attempt  was 
made  a  few  years  ago  through  the  house  of  J.  P. 
Morgan.  The  bonds  were  listed  on  the  Stock 
Exchange,  and  in  order  to  encourage  members  to 
deal  in  them  the  Tsar  presented  them  with  a 
silver  vase.  Even  this  Imperial  act  of  condescen- 
sion, however,  could  not  set  the  business  in 
motion ;  the  Stock  Exchange  and  the  public 
shrank  from  it  as  though  it  were  infected  witli 
the  plague,  and  not  a  single  bond  was  bought  and 
sold.  The  present  time  is  peculiarly  unfavourable 
for  the  renewal  of  those  unsuccessful  overtures, 
partly  because  the  feeling  of  the  American  people 
towards  Russia  is  naturally  far  from  cordial,  and 
partly  because  the  attention  of  American  bankers 
is  already  sufficiently  occupied  abi'oad  with  the 
Chinese  loan  negotiations.  Hence,  whatever 
France- may  do,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  United 
States  will  have  no  hand  in  keeping  Russia  from 
bankruptcy. 

The  clear  fact  that  emerges  out  of  the  fog 
of  these  negotiations  is  that  Russia's  finances  are 


in  a  thoroughly  unsatisfactory  condition.  We 
have  repeatedly  expressed  our  firm  disbelief  in 
the  glowing  assurances  J-given  in  the  Duma  and 
elsewhere  by  M.  Koko'vtsoff.  which  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  are  based  on  juggling  processes 
that  will  not  bear  investigation.  That  "free 
balance  "  of  over  forty  millions  sterling  which 
the  Minister  of  Finance  continually  parades  with 
such  an  appearance  of  pride  does  not,  as  we 
have  shown,  really  exist  at  all ;  it  merely  repre- 
sents the  surplus  of  previous  loans  which  have 
not  yet  been  entirelyltused  for  their  specific 
purposes.  Apart  from  this,  the  unproductive 
purposes  to  which  Russia  devotes  the  vast  bulk 
of  her  revenue  will  always  prevent  her  from 
attaining  to  a  position  of  real  financial  stability. 
If,  for  example,  some  of  Hie  millions  which  are 
at  present  squandered  so  lavishly  on  the  police 
and  other  departments,  in  order  to  maintain  the 
power  of  the  forces  of  repression,  were  employed 
for  carrying  out  the  most  elementary  improve- 
ments in  agriculture,  the  harvests,  on  which 
Russia's  finances  depend  to  a  vital  extent,  would 
not  be  so  comparatively  poor  as  they  now  are  even 
in  the  best  years,  when  the  produce  of  a  given 
area  is  only  half  that  secured  in  Germany  ;  and 
the  awful  and  increasingly  frequent  tragedies  of 
harvest  failures  would  ;  t  anv  rate  be  mitigated. 
The  state  of  the  Russian  Exchequer  may  be 
further  gauged  by  a  cinsideratioii  of  the  fact 
that  at  present  her  public  debt  stands  at  the 
colossal  figure  of  903  millions  sterling,  having 
risen  by  no  less  than  263  millions  in  the 
last  ten  years,  and  that  she  has  to  pay  forty 
millions  a  year  in  interest  alone.  These  figures 
should  give  pause  to  those  who  contemplate 
investing  their  money  in  Russian  (iovernment 
securities.  But  still  greater  reluctance  should 
be  displayed  when  the  uses  to  which  Russian 
loans  are  put  are  borne  in  mind.  When  it  is 
considered  that  no  part  of  the  money  will  be 
expended  on  providing  those  remedies — moral 
and  material—of  which  Russia  to-day  stands  so 
essentially  in  need  ;  that  the  agricultural  and 
educational  requirements  of  the  country  will  still 
go  unsatisfied  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  weapons 
with  which  the  Government  fights  against  the 
welfare  of  the  people  will  be  made  still  more 
effective  ;  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  it  was 
the  great  loan  which  was  raised  six  years  ago 
that  enabled  the  bureaucracy  to  rob  the  Russian 
nation  of  the  liberties  it  had  just  won  after  so 
hard  a  struggle  — there  should  be  no  need  to 
labour  the  fact  further  that  to  sink  money  in 
Russian  Government  stock  is  one  of  the  very 
worst  uses  to  which  money  can  be  put. 


THE    STRUGGLE    IN  FINLAND. 


In  view  of  the  refusal  of  the  new  Speaker  of  the 
Finnish  Diet  to  refer,  in  the  reply  fo  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  to  the  political  condition  of  the 
country,  the  Finnish  Press  has  be<=n  appealing  to  the 
State  Secretary  of  Finland,  Baron  Langof,  to  abandon 
his  hitherto  neutral  attitude,  and  to  make  use  of  the 
confidence  he  enjoys  in  order  to  tell  the  whole  truth 
about  the  present  regime,  which  is  declared  to  be 
injurious  not  only  to  Finland,  but  also  to  the  interests 
of  Russia. 

This  appeal  perhaps  accounts  for  the  rumours  of 
Baron  Langof  s  approaching  resignation. 

All  the  parties  in  the  Diet  are  preparing  the  drafts 
of  Bills  intended  to  grant,  by  an  act  of  the  Finnish 
Legislature,  equal  rights  to  natives  of  Russia  per- 
manently settled  in  Finland. 


THE    CONGRESS  SEASON 


Official    Attitude    Towards  Demands 
for    Social  Reform. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  according  to 
custom,  a  number  of  congresses  were  held  in  Russia 
on  social  questions,  doctors,  teachers,  members  of 
women's  societies,  and  so  forth  taking  advantage 
of  the  Christmas  vacation  to  meet  and  discuss  their 
needs.  Thousands  of  representatives  of  the  cultured 
classes  came  from  every  corner  of  the  vast  Empire 
and  tabulated  their  demands.  There  was  no  political 
significance  of  any  kind  in  the  questions  on  the 
agenda-papers  ;  nevertheless  the  meetings  were  sub- 
jected to  the  strictest  police  scrutiny,  and  those  who 
took  part  in  them  were  frequently  visited  with  the 
severest  persecution. 

One  of  the  congresses  was  concerned  with  the 
diseases  of  children,  and  discussed  the  appalling 
mortality  among  infants  in  Russia.  A  resolution  was 
passed  requesting  the  Duma  "  to  intervene  with  the 
central  Government  in  order  to  prevent  the  local 
authorities  from  raising  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the 
village  doctors'  endeavours  to  establish  creches  or  other 
similar  institutions.''  In  Russia,  however,  even  the 
campaign  against  infant  mortality  constitutes  a 
"  political  danger.''  If  there  is  a  movement  to  open 
a  crechethe  Administration  examines  the  matter  in  the 
first  place  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  safety  of  the 
State  ! 

Schoolgirl  Suicides. 

The  conference  which  dealt  with  women's  educa- 
tion discussed  the  increasing  prevalence  of  suicide 
among  schoolgirl?)  and  passed  the  following  rp«r>i"- 
tion  : — "  In  view  of  the  increased  number  of  suicides 
among  young  girl-students  in  Russia,  and  particular!}' 
among  those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  established 
faith,  this  conference  prays  that  equality  may  be  pro- 
claimed in  the  schools  for  all  pupils  without  distinc- 
tion of  race  or  religion,  believing  that  this  will  provide 
a  powerful  weapon  in  the  campaign  against  suicide. " 

With  regard  to  the  inadequate  provision  of  elemen- 
tary education  for  women  of  the  working  class,  the 
conference  declared  that  this  evil  arose  from  the 
general  conditions  of  the  administrative  system.  It 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  Government  would  dis- 
play greater  tolerance  towards  the  workmen's  unions, 
seeing  that  the  intellectual  development  of  the 
labouring  classes,  which  was  so  vital  to  industry, 
could  only  come  with  "  a  greater  democratisation  of 
the  present  regime."  Thereupon  the  official  Press, 
such  as  the  Rossia,  was  moved  to  explain  that  the 
conference  was  "  wasting  its  time  on  empty  and 
dangerous  discussions,"  and  the  police  redoubled  its 
vigilance  ! 

Police   and  Schoolchildren. 

Another  congress,  which  devoted  itself  to  general 
education,  in  discussing  the  system  of  school  control 
felt  itself  compelled  to  touch  upon  the  whole  educa- 
tional policy  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction, 
M.  Kasso,  and  expressed  its  "  deep  indignation  "  at 
the  police  searches  carried  out  at  the  homes  of 
school-children.  The  school  premises  and  dormi- 
tories, it  was  declared,  should  be  immune  from  all 
kinds  of  police  activity.  The  Reactionary  Press 
thereupon  called  for  the  arrest  and  exemplary  punish- 
ment of  those  teachers  who  had  dared  to  put  forward 
such  revolutionary  demands. 

The  conference  on  home  education,  at  which  1,285 
persons  were  present  and  159  reports  were  sub- 
mitted, unanimously  adopted  a  resolution  which  has 
made  all  the  champions  of  the  present  rSgime  tremble 
in  their  shoes.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  "  rational 
instruction  and  education,  both  during  the  school 
period  and  that  preceding  it,  will  only  be  possible 
after  the  radical  reorganisation  of  all  the  conditions 
of  our  existence  on  the  most  democratic  basis.  The 
education  of  children  belonging  to  different  nation- 
alities demands  respect  for  the  national  peculiarities 
of  each  community.'' 

These  resolutions  and  demands,  adopted  by  confer- 
ences which  bear  no  political  character,  show  that 
Russia  is  ripe  for  a  free  systefn  of  government,  and 
that,  in  persisting  in  its  Draconian  measures,  the 
regime  of  oppression  and  despotism  is  doing  violence 
to  the  wishes  of  the  most  peaceable  sections  of  the 
population. 
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AMNESTY  MENACED. 

Premier  Opposed  by  Minister  of  Justice. 

PRISON  TRAGEDIES. 

[From  Oru  Own  Correspondent^] 

St.  Petersburg,  February  12th. 

The  discussion  of  an  amnesty  for  political  prisoners 
has  for  some  reason  ceased.  It  is  said  that  behind 
the  stage  a  struggle  has  been  going  on  between  the 
Premier  and  the  Minister  of  Justice.  While  M. 
Kokovtsoff  is  disposed  to  grant  a  generous  amnesty 
to  politicals,  M.  Scheglovitoff  objects  to  any  special 
reference  being  made  in  the  Manifesto  to  political 
prisoners  at  all,  who  should  only  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
the  indulgence  if  they  have  been  sentenced  in 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  general  Criminal  Code. 
Nobody  here  doubts  that  M.  Scheglovitoff  will  in 
this  case  have  his  wa)'. 

In  the  meantime  appalling  details  of  the  condition  of 
the  politicals  who  are  undergoing  sentences  of  exile  or 
penal  servitude  are  tilling  the  public  with  horror.  To- 
dav  the  Duma  is  to  discuss  an  interpellation  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  I  have  before  me  a  pile  of  documents,  both 
published  and  unpublished,  chiefly  composed  of 
letters  from  exiles  and  convicts,  which  will  be  used 
by  the  authors  of  the  interpellation.  I  shall  refer  to 
a  few  of  them  in  order  to  show  how  the  Russian 
Government  treats  its  opponents.  I  must  apologise 
for  the  sombre  character  of  this  letter,  but  it  is  of 
such  tragic  facts  as  these  that  Russian  public  life  is 
composed. 

Tortured  for  a  Fortnight. 

On  July  3rd  last  fifteen  political  prisoners  were 
brought  from  the  fortress  of  Schluesselburg  to  the 
prison  of  Orel,  where  the  very  same  night  they  were 
subjected  to  torture  in  their  solitary  cells  in  the 
presence  of  the  higher  prison  officials,  the  tortures 
being  repeated  during  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  fort- 
night. 

Last  summer  Governor  Kiashko,  of  Transbaikalia, 
issued  an  order  introducing  into  the  convict  settle- 
ment the  severe  regime  of  the  military  prisons, 
including  the  rule  of  addressing  prisoners  by  the 
derogatorv  "  thou,"  instead  of  the  customary  "you." 
This  led  to  a  series  of  tragic  events  in  the  convict 
prisons  of  the  province,  At  Kutomar  the  treatment 
of  the  political  prisoners  caused  a  hunger-strike, 
which,  although  kept  up  for  a  fortnight,  did  not 
result  in  any  alleviation  of  the  awful  conditions. 
When  one  of  the  politicals  attempted  to  protest  he 
was  first  cruelly  beaten  and  then  subjected  to 
flogging,  whereupon  eight  of  his  fellow-prisoners 
took  poison.  As  the  poison  did  not  prove  effective, 
three  of  them  opened  their  veins  and  bled  to  death. 
A  political  convict  named  Yassileff,  who  was  flogged 
on  the  eighth  day  of  the  hunger-strike,  succeeded  in 
committing  suicide  by  poisoning  himself,  and  his 
example  was  followed  at  the  same  time  by  the  convict 
who  had  been  flogged,  Kiriloff. 

Driven  Mad. 

At  the  prison  of  Algatchinsk  on  September  23rd,  a 
political  prisoner  named  Brodsky  was  placed  in  Hie 
punishment  cell  for  not  answering  the  salute  in  the 
military  fashion,  and  was  flogged  the  next  clay  for 
the  same  offence.  After  this  he  became  mad.  Two 
companions  who  shared  his  cell  took  poison,  and  for 
this  they  were  cast  into  the  punishment  cell,  notwith- 
standing their  desperate  condition.  On  September 
25th  three  political  convicts  opened  their  veins, 
while  three  others  poisoned  themselves.  On  his 
visit  to  the  Algatchinsk  prison,  Governor  Kiashko 
gave  the  staff  orders  to  stop  the  arsenic  injections  in 
the  case  of  eighteen  political  convicts,  placing  them 
on  ordinary  rations  instead  of  hospital  diet,  to  dis- 
allow political  patients,  in  spite  of  the  surgeon's  per- 
mission, to  purchase  milk  and  rolls,  and  to  handcuff 
and  chain  the  feet  of  consumptive  patients,  although 
this  is  prohibited  by  a  special  circular. 

Similar  occurrences  took  place  at  the  prison  of 
Zaicntui  after  it  had  been  visited  by  Governor 
Kiashko. 

In  December  last  several  deputies  petitioned  the 
Premier  to  alter  the  regime  recently  introduced  for 
politicals  in  these  prisons,  or  at  least  to  mitigate  the 
cruelty  of  the  prison  authorities  and  of  the  Governor, 
by  which  politicals  were  placed  on  the  same  fooling 
as  common-law  criminals,  and  thus  subjected  to 
corporal  punishment  and  other  degrading  treatment. 
M.  Kokovtsoff  replied  that,  although  he  considered 
such  an  alteration  to  be  desirable,  the  prisons  did 
not  come  under  his  jurisdiction,  but  under  that  of 
the  Minister  of  Justice.  M.  Scheglovitoff  himself 
considers  a  change  to  be  inadvisable,  and  insists 
on  complete  equality  between  the  political  and 
common-law  convicts  N'or  was  the  Minister  of  War, 
who  is  the  superior  of  the  Governor  of  Transbaikalia, 
inclined  to  replace  General  Kiashko  by  another 
Governor. 

Savagery  Everywhere. 

Cruelty  and  savagery  are  not,  however,  limited  to 
the  prisons  already  mentioned,  but  arc  to  be  met 
with  in  various  degrees  in  all  the  prisons. 

As  recently  as  January  21st  a  mentally-afllictcd 


political  prisoner,  named  Eugene  Dvalia,  was  beaten 
and  tortured  in  the  prison  of  Kutais  for  crowing 
like  a  cock  in  a  fit  of  madness.  In  St.  Petersburg 
itself,  close  to  the  central  Government  offices, 
unheard-of  cruelties  have  been  perpetrated.  The 
regime  in  the  St.  Petersburg  Correctional  Division 
was  suffi  iently  strict  before,  with  its  cold  and  dark 
punishment-cell,  and  sentences  of  a  fortnight's  or 
even  a  month's  deprivation  of  warm  food  ;  but  during 
the  present  winter  these  punishments  have  become 
especially  severe.  For  using  an  insulting  expression 
towards  the  Assistant-Governor,  Alexis  Timofyeeff 
was  recently  sentenced  to  be  flogged,  and  received 
thirty  strokes. 

A  political  prisoner  named  Ivanoff  drew  upon 
himself  official  attention  by  his  inability  to  put 
together  and  work  a  machine  imported  from 
Germany,  some  parts  of  which  were  missing.  The 
Governor  insisted,  shouting  :  "I  give  you  the  choice 
between  making  the  machine  work  and  a  sound 
flogging."  When  Ivanoff  pointed  out  that  the  doctor 
had  exempted  him  from  work  as  a  consumptive,  the 
Governor  roared  :  — 

"  I  pay  no  attention  to  any  doctor,  but  will  give 
you  such  a  flogging  that  you  will  remember  it  until 
the  new  birch-brooms  come  round  !" 

Hut  Ivanoff  preferred  suicide  to  a  flogging,  which 
he  escaped  by  using  a  knife  upon  himself. 

Telegraphing  from  St.  Petersburg  on  Friday,  the 
Daily  lelegraph  correspondent  says  :  — 

The  forthcoming  tercentenary  of  the  Romanoff 
dynasty  has  induced  local  government  and  public 
bodies  all  over  Russia  to  start  an  agitation  in  favour 
of  a  general  amnesty  on  that  occasion.  This  has 
been  summarily  stopped  by  a  circular  from  the  new 
Minister  of  the  Interior  to  all  county  and  municipal 
councils  prohibiting  even  the  discussion  of  the 
question  of  an  amnesty." 

In  the  Duma  on  Wednesday  last  M.  Mankoff 
(Social  Democrat)  introduced  an  interpellation  on 
the  atrocities  committed  by  the  authorities  against 
political  prisoners  and  exiles.  Although  the  demand 
for  urgency  was  rejected,  the  Duma,  with  M. 
Purishkevitch  as  the  sole ,  dissentient,  referred  the 
matter  to  the  Interpellations  Committee,  with 
instructions  to  present  its  report  within  a  fortnight. 


OKHRANA  RULE. 

Interpellations    Committee    and  the 
Exceptional  Regime. 

The  Interpellations  Committee  of  the  Duma  has 
rejected,  by  15  votes  to  10,  the  Cadet  interpellation 
on  the  illegal  renewal  from  year  to  year,  without  any 
reference  to  the  legislative  bodies,  of  the  exceptional 
regime,  which  was  first  instituted  in  1881. 

Although  the  Right  have  thus  secured  a  majority 
on  the  Committee,  their  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
legality  of  the  exceptional  regime  were  felt  by  them- 
selves to  be  so  inconsistent  that  the  official  reporter, 
M.  Shetokhin  ( Right),  has  declined  to  present  the 
Committee's  conclusions  to  the  Duma.  The  report 
on  the  proceedings  will  therefore  have  to  be  drafted 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Interpellations  Committee. 


KIEV   ADVOCATES'  PROTEST. 
Striking     "  Blood    Accusation  "  Sequel. 

By  way  of  protest  against  the  infringement  of  its 
privileges  by  the  District  Court,  the  Committee  of 
the  Kiev  Bar  has  sent  in  its  resignation.  The  mem- 
bers are  indignant  at  the  unusual  action  of  the  Kiev 
District  Court  in  administering  a  disciplinary  repri- 
mand to  one  of  their  colleagues,  M.  Grigorovitch- 
Barsky,  without  first  making  the  customary  applica- 
tion to  the  Committee  of  Sworn  Advocates,  which 
exercises  at  Kiev  the  same  functions  as  the  Council 
of  Sworn  Advocates  in  the  capitals. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Advocate  Grigorovitch- 
Barsky,  who  is  counsel  for  Beilis  in  the  "  ritual 
murder "  case,  had  been  censured  by  the  Kiev 
District  Court  for  having  appended  his  signature  to 
a  protest  against  the  blood  accusation. 


SYNOD    AND  DUMA. 

Bishop  Nikon,  the  leader  of  the  clerical  group  in 
the  Duma,  has  incensed  the  Right  by  what  they  call 
his  "  democratic  manner,''  and  especially  by  his 
attempt  to  form  the  peasant  deputies  into  a  separate 
group. 

Disappointed  in  the  hopes  it  had  placed  in  him, 
and  anxious  to  appease  the  Right,  the  Holy  Synod 
has  resolved  to  get  rid  of  its  inconvenient  agent  in 
the  Duma  under  the  guise  of  promotion.  It  has 
accordingly  decided  on  his  transfer  from  the  post  of 
Suffragan  Bishop  of  Krcmenetz  to  the  independent 
sec  cf  the  combined  Siberian  diocese  of  Yenisseysk 
and  Krasnoyarsk. 

It  is,  however,  doubtful  whether  the  new  appoint- 
ment necessarily  involves  Bishop  Nikon's  withdrawal 
from  the  Duma,  unless  he  chooses  to  resign. 


NEW    RUSSIAN  LOAN. 

Scheme  for  Flotation  in  Paris. 

A  Paris  correspondent  writes  : — 

A  scheme  for  a  new  Russian  loan  is  now  being 
discussed  in  Paris,  and  the  grande  fre^e  has  already 
set  about  preparing  a  favourable  atmosphere  for  the 
undertaking.  The  Tempi  and  the  Matin  have  been 
publishing  articles  on  the  economic  and  financial 
position  in  Russia,  which  they  would  have  the  French, 
public  believe  is  "  brilliant." 

In  the  same  connection  another  Paris  journal,  the 
Courtier  iiu  l'arlemcnl,\\2&  started  publishing  a  series 
of  articles  from  the  pen  of  M.  Charles  Dumas,  a 
member  of  the  French  Chamber.  M.  Dumas  enter- 
into  a  thorough  criticism  of  Russia's  financial  posi- 
tion, and  shows  that  Russian  loans,  both  in  general 
and  particularly  at  the  present  moment,  are  bad 
business — bad  from  the  purely  financial  as  well  as 
from  the  political  and  moral  point  of  view.  He 
declares  that  Russia's  friendship  has  little  value  for 
France  even  in  a  military  sense,  since  the  armed 
forces  of  Tsarism  are  completely  disorganised. 

It  is  proposed  to  float  the  new  loan  in  a  disguised 
form — namely,  in  the  shape  of  State  Railway  bonds. 
Further  information  with  regard  to  the  scheme  will 
be  given  in  a  later  issue,  when  M.  Dumis  s  interesting 
and  important  series  of  articles  will  be  referred  to  in 
greater  detail. 


IRRESPONSIBLE  OFFICIALS. 


Not  Answerable  to  the   Law  for  Abuse 
of  Authority. 


The  servility  of  the  Senate  to  the  Ministry  of 
Justice,  which  has  attracted  considerable  attention  of 
late,  has  been  strikingly  evidenced  on  the  question 
of  the  responsibility  of  officials  for  crimes  or  offences 
committed  in  the  exercise  of  their  duties.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Legislative  Committee  of  the  Council  of 
State  held  on  the  1st  inst.  a  conflict  arose  between 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  the  majority  of  the 
Committee.  The  former  demanded  to  know  what 
authority  would  have  the  right  to  institute  judicial 
proceedings  against  an  official  who  was  guilty  of 
abuse  of  his  powers  or  of  serious  violence.  Even  the 
representative  of  the  Extreme  Right,  M.  Kobylansky. 
maintained  that  this  duty  lay  with  the  Public  Prose- 
cutor as  guardian  of  the  law  which  he  represents  in 
the  courts  of  justice,  and  that  only  by  his  impartiality 
during  the  judicial  inquiry  could  the  strict  application 
of  the  law  be  guaranteed. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  thereupon  maintained 
that  it  was  the  immediate  chiefs  of  the  guilty  official 
who  alone  were  competent  to  bring  him  before  a 
court  of  law.  In  reply  to  the  objection  that  these 
chiefs  are  naturally  disposed  to  shield  their  sub- 
ordinates, and  that  thus  their  offences  remain 
unpunished,  the  Minister  of  Justice  quoted  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate,  which  conformed  with  the 
attitude  adopted  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

Influenced  by  this  opinion,  the  Committee  decided 
to  halve  the  award.  In  urgent  cases  where  officials 
are  guilty  of  abuse  of  their  authority  their  immediate 
chiefs  are  to  decide  if  there  is  ground  for  taking  legal 
proceedings.  If,  however,  an  official  has  been  guilty 
of  theft  or  waste  of  public  money,  then  the  Public 
Prosecutor  may  intervene.  In  vain  Senator  Koni. 
the  well-known  jurist,  protested  against  this  com- 
promise with  justice  ;  no  argument  availed  against 
the  all-powerful  Ministers,  who  use  the  Senate  as 
their  plaything. 


REAL   RUSSIAN "  ACTIVITY. 


Frequent  Attacks  on  Jews  at  Kiev. 


The  Kiev  members  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian 
People  have  been  indulging  in  systematic  attacks  on 
Jews  who  visit  the  local  goods  station  in  order  to 
receive  or  to  dispatch  cargoes.  The  gendarmes  make 
a  show  of  arresting  the  hooligans,  whom  thev  con- 
duct to  the  police-station.  There,  however,  they  are 
soon  released,  and  thus  enabled  to  reappear  at  the 
goods  station  and  to  resume  their  attacks  with 
impunity.  This  comedy  of  justice  is  being  repeated 
continually. 

A  "Unionist"  gang,  headed  by  two  brothers 
named  Paschenko,  nearly  succeeded  the  other  day 
in  carrying  out  an  actual  pogrom.  They  brought 
with  them  to  the  goods  station  a  sackful  of  coins  for 
distribution,  calling  upou  those  present  to  make  a 
combined  attack  upon  the  Jews. 

Count  Konovnitsin,  the  former  friend  of  General 
Tolmatcheff,  ex- Prefect  of  Odessa,  recently  visited 
the  branch  of  the  Union  at  Kkaterinoslav  and 
delivered  an  invitation  from  the  Metropolitan  Rishop 
Vladimir  to  its  members  to  come  to  the  capi'al  with 
their  banners  for  the  Romanoff  Tercentenary  cele- 
brations. 


February  19,  1913. 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


31 


Darkest  Russia. 

(New  Series.) 
PUBLISHED    EVERY  WEDNESDAY. 

The  Editorial  and  Publishing  Offices  are  situated 
at  93-94,  Long  Acre,  W.C.,  to  which  all  communica- 
tions should  be  addressed. 

Telegraphic  Address:  "Neicol,  London." 

Telephone  :   370  Holborn. 

Annual  Subscription,  Home  and  Abroad  (post- 
free),  4s.  4d. 


"To  he  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great 
sin.  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Crom- 

WBLL  ON  TUB  PERSECUTION  OF  THE  VaUDOIB. 


NOTES. 


The  Amnesty  in  Danger. 

The  prospects  of  an  amnesty  do  not  appear  to 
be  quite  so  bright  as  they  were  a  fewr  weeks  ago. 
The  Minister  of  the  Interior,  it  is  stated,  has 
issued  a  circular  which  aims  at  putting  a  stop  to 
the  widespread  agitation  in  favour  of  the  project, 
and  prohibits  even  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion. Apart  from  the  significance  of  this  step  as 
an  example  of  the  methods  employed  to  stifle 
debate  on  matters  of  supreme  public  interest,  we 
should  not  necessarily  have  regarded  it  as  a  fatal 
omen  for  the  success  of  the  amnesty  scheme, 
because  it  is  obvious  that  the  Administration,  if 
it  contemplated  granting  the'  desired  indulgence, 
would  rather  have  it  appear  a  spontaneous  act  of 
grace  on  its  own  part  than  a  concession  to 
popular  clamour ;  and  with  this  object  it  would 
do  its  best  to  silence  the  voice  of  the  country. 
The  misgivings  which  are  naturally  excited  by 
this  proceeding  are,  however,  reinforced  by  the 
statement  of  our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent 
that  there  is  a  grave  difference  of  opinion  on  the 
subject  in  the  Cabinet,  and  that  while  the 
Premier  is  in  favour  of  a  fairly  wide  political 
amnesty  the  Minister  of  Justice  and  others 
insist  that  the  indulgence  shall  only  be  granted 
in  respect  of  common-law  crimes.  In  view  of 
this  state  of  affairs,  and  of  the  fact  that  M. 
Kokovtsoff's  position  is  by  no  means  impreg- 
nable, there  seems,  unfortunately  enough,  to  be 
every  justification  for  our  correspondent's  pessi- 
mistic forecast. 


A  Striking  Contrast. 

Last  week  the  police  ban  on  the  much-discussed 
Slavonic  banquet  was  removed,  and  the  function 
not  only  took  place  in  St.  Petersburg,  but  received 
the  unusual  distinction  of  a  sympathetic  message 
from  the  Tsar.  We  draw  attention  to  this  fact, 
not  with  the  intention  of  making  deductions 
therefrom  in  the  sphere  of  international  politics, 
but  in  order  to  contrast  the  treatment  accorded 
to  a  gathering  assembled  for  the  purpose  of 
championing  the  cause  of  the  Balkan  Allies  in 
their  war  with  Turkej-  with  that  meted  out  to  a 
number  of  social  conferences,  dealing  with  non- 
political  subjects,  that  have  been  held  in  the 
capital  during  the  past  few  weeks.  These  meet- 
ings, in  which  the  best  and  most  cultured  ele- 
ments of  the  population  throughout  the  Empire 
took  part,  discussed  such  topics  as  child  mortality, 
women's  education,  school  suicides,  general  educa- 
tional reform,  and  so  forth  ;  and  yet  it  was  only 
with  the  very  greatest  difficulty  that  they  could 
be  arranged,  and  main'  of  those  who  were  con- 
cerned with  them  were  subjected  to  police 
attentions  of  the  most  unwelcome  nature.  There 
were  no  sympathetic  messages  either  from  the 
Tsar  or  from  any  of  his  Ministers  to  encourage 
these  public-spirited  men  and  women  in  their 
beneficent  work;  the  Ministerial  Press  charac- 
terised their  discussions  as  "  empty  and  danger- 
ous," and  in  influential  Reactionary  circles  there 


were  insistent  demands  for  the  arrest  and  punish- 
ment of  those  who  made  the  "  seditious  "  claim 
that  police  raids  on  schools  should  cease.  The 
contrast  is  so  striking  that  it  may  well  be  left  to 
speak  for  itself. 

The  Servile  Senate. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Senate,  the  highest 
court  in  the  Russian  Empire,  allows  itself  to  be 
made  the  tool  of  the  Minister  of  Justice  is 
becoming  a  public  scandal  of  the  first  magnitude. 
Even  so  Conservative  a  politician  as  Prince 
Meschersky  is  moved  to  denounce  this  condition 
of  affairs  in  terms  of  the  strongest  reprobation. 
Writing  in  his  own  paper,  the  Grajdanin,  he 
observes : — 

"  To-da\,  and  especially  since  the  Stolypin  era, 
every  one  sees  and  feels  not  only  the  absence  of 
all  independence  on  the  part  of  our  Senate,  but 
also  the  direct  servility  of  that  body  to  the  orders 
of  the  Minister  of  Justice.  The  Minister  has 
become  not  merely  the  immediate  head  but  the 
tutor  of  the  Senate,  which,  as  we  now  know, 
cannot  give  an  independent  and  faithful  obser- 
vance to  the  laws  except  in  so  far  as  the  will  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice  allows  it  to  do  so." 

This  sweeping  accusation  may  be  fully  substan- 
tiated by  reference  to  an  article  in  the  current 
Retch  Fear-book,  in  which  M.  Hessen,  a  well- 
known  jurist,  gives  a  whole  list  of  examples  of 
the  Senate's  servility.  Among  them  may  be 
mentioned  the  outrage  upon  the  principle  of 
Parliamentary  immunity.  It  is  thanks  to  the 
complicity  of  the  Senate  in  a  mamruvre  in  which 
the  Minister  of  Justice  pulled  the  strings  that 
henceforth  deputies  may  be  proceeded  against  in 
the  courts  of  law,  on  the  mere  demand  of  the 
Public  Prosecutor,  for  any  speech  delivered  by 
them,  whether  in  the  Duma  itself  or  in  Committee, 
which  does  not  prove  pleasing  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 


Officials    and    the  Law. 

The  decision  arrived-  at-  by  the  Legislative 
Committee  of  the  Council  of  State  on  the  subject 
of  official  responsibility  was  also  made  possible 
by  the  complacent  obscurantism  of  the  Senate. 
The  majority  on  the  Committee  were  clearly  in 
favour  of  making  officials  directly  answerable  to 
the  law  for  offences  committed  in  the  exercise 
of  their  functions.  The  Minister  of  Justice, 
however,  made  great  play  with  an  opinion  given 
by  the  Senate,  which  was  to  the  effect  that 
guilty  officials  could  only  be  brought  to  trial  by 
the  action  of  their  immediate  chiefs.  This  view, 
which  was  also  strongly  urged  by  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  finally  carried  the  day  to  the  extent 
that  henceforth,  it  was  decided,  the  Public  Pro- 
secutor may  proceed  of  his  own  initiative  against 
officials  only  when  they  have  made  improper  use 
of  public  money.  The  position  under  the  so- 
called  Russian  "  Constitution  "  is  henceforth  to 
be  this — that,  while  members  of  the  Duma, 
the  elected  representatives  of  the  country,  may 
be  prosecuted  for  a  speech  delivered  in  the 
House  by  the  first  attorney  who  comes  along,  in 
obedience  to  a  nod  from  the  Minister  of  Justice. 
Government  officials  who  abuse  their  authority 
or  commit  serious  acts  of  violence  are  only 
answei-able  to  their  chiefs.  The  latter,  of  course, 
are  directly  interested  in  hushing  up  the  scandal, 
so  that  practically  officials  may  indulge  in 
all  manner  of  abuses  with  perfect  impunity  as 
far  as  the  law  is  concerned. 


Against  Religious  Equality. 

We  hope  to  deal  more  fully  in  our  next  issue 
with  the  characteristic  statement  issued  by  M. 
Sabler  on  behalf  of  the  Holy  Synod  with  respect 
to  the  private  Bill  for  securing  religious  freedom 
and  equality  which  has  been  introduced  into  the 
Duma.  At  present  we  have  before  us  only  the 
brief  summary  of  that  statement  which  was 
telegraphed  to  the  Times  on  Sunday,  but  it  is 
quite  clear  that  in  urging  upon  the  Premier  the 
rejection  of  the  measure  the  Chief  Procurator  is 


acting  in  accordance  with  the  very  worst  tradi- 
tions of  the  Holy  Synod.  To  say  that  in  Russia, 
as  a  "confessional"  State,  religion  cannot  be 
made  a  matter  of  private  conscience  is  equivalent 
to  justifying  the  most  terrible  excesses  that 
mediaeval  fanaticism  has  ever  been  guilty  of  ; 
and  to  add  that,  if  Russia  were  converted  into 
a  "  non-confessional  "  State,  the  governing  power 
might  fall  into  the  hands  of  Jews  or  Mussulmans 
is  to  appeal  to  the  most  unreasoning  instincts  of 
anti-Semitism  and  kindred  sentiments.  But 
that,  of  course,  is  merely  what  one  has  been  led 
to  expect  of  the  Holy  Synod,  which  has  never 
made  the  slightest  concession  to  the  demands  of 
modern  religious  thought. 


The  Insurance  Deadlock, 

The  Times  recently  published  an  article  deal- 
ing with  the  working  of  the  Workmen's  Insur- 
ance Act  in  Russia,  for  which  it  had  nothing  but 
the  most  unreserved  praise.  We  give  another 
side  of  the  picture  this  week,  in  an  article 
written  from  a  somewhat  different  point  of  view. 
There  it  is  shown  that,  while  the  Government 
shelved  the  measure  as  long  as  it  could  without 
raising  an  inconvenient  agitation,  and  when  at 
last  the  Bill  did  pass  through  Parliament  it  was 
in  a  disgracefully  mutilated  form,  its  operation 
has  been  attended  in  its  Parliamentary  stages  by 
methods  which  are  well  calculated  to  strip  the 
new  law  of  its  last  vestige  of  public  usefulness. 
At  the  conference  which  was  summoned  to 
organise  the  details  of  administration  the  working- 
classes  were  not  allowed  to  be  represented.  By 
a  palpable  piece  of  chicanery  the  Labour  repre- 
sentatives on  the  Insm^ance  Council,  instead  of 
being  elected  by  the  workmen  themselves,  as  the 
law  directs,  were  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Commerce,  and  by  the  grant  of  a  remuneration 
of  ten  shillings  a  day  a  gross  attempt  wras  made  to 
secure  the  complete  subservience  of  these  men  to 
the  Government.  The  result  of  these  and  other 
high-handed  measures  has  been  to  undo  whatever 
good  the  Act,  as  it  left  the  Legislature,  was  cal- 
culated to  effect.  The  working-men  at  present 
will  have  no  truck  with  it,  and  matters  have 
reached  an  impasse.  When  will  the  Government 
learn  that  the  Russian  people  is  no  longer  to  be 
imposed  upon  by  such  transparent  devices  ? 


LIBEL   CHARGE  AGAINST 
DEPUTIES. 


The  First  Department  of  the  Council  of  State  has 
decided  that  the  libel  charge  brought  against 
M.  Kuznetsoff  shall  be  heard  before  the  Supreme 
Court  without  a  preliminary  inquiry,  since  the  facts 
alleged  against  him  have  not  been  and  could  not  be 
disputed.  As  for  the  thirty-four  deputies  who  signed 
the  interpellation  which  forms  the  subject  of  the 
charge,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint  a  preliminary 
inquiry,  which  is  to  be  conducted  by  a  Senator  com- 
missioned by  the  Tsar,  and  which  will  have  to  esta- 
blish whether  each  individual  signatory  acted  bond 
fide  or  from  malice. 

Although  this  decision  is  of  considerable  import- 
ance as  far  as  its  principle  is  concerned,  it  is  not 
likeiy  to  lead  to  any  practical  consequences  in  this 
particular  case,  since  the  prosecution  of  M. 
Kuznetsoff  and  his  co-signatories  is  sure  to  be 
delayed,  and  ultimately  quashed  by  the  Amne^y 
Manifesto  to  be  promulgated  on  March  6th,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Romanoff  Tercentenary. 


SUPPRESSION   OF   THE  PRESS. 


The  Kurjer  Paranny,  of  Warsaw,  has  been  fined 
300  roubles  for  reporting  the  celebration  held  at 
Cracow,  in  Austrian  Poland,  of  the  jubilee  of  1863, 
the  year  in  which  the  last  insurrection  of  the  Poles 
in  Russia  took  place. 

The  Russian  authorities  in  China  have  prohibited 
the  publication  of  the  Mcng  Ku  Pat  Hua  Pao,  a  news- 
paper having  some  circulation  in  Mongolia,  and  the 
Meng  Hua  Hsin  Pao,  a  periodical  printed  in  Harbin. 

The  Vice-Governor  of  the  Amur  province  confis- 
cated a  recent  issue  of  the  Blagovycsclieusk  Utro, 
stopped  the  publication  of  the  paper,  and  imprisoned 
its  editor  for  having  reprinted  a  paragraph  which 
had  made  the  round  of  nearly  the  whole  Russian 
Press. 
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MENDING    OR  ENDING? 

How  the  Government  has  Ruined  the 
Insurance  Act. 

One  of  the  curses  of  Russian  political  life  is  the 
utter  impossibility  of  any  compromise  with  the 
Russian  Government,  because  that  Government  never 
learns  a  lesson  from  the  past,  and  is  organically 
unable  to  dispense  with  its  old  methods.  The  vicis- 
situdes of  the  Bill  for  the  insurance  of  workmen 
against  illness  and  accidents  furnish  a  recent  illus- 
tration of  these  fatal  features  of  the  present  regime. 

The  original  draft  of  the  Bill  was  the  outcome  of 
the  revolutionary  upheaval  of  1905- 1906.  Alarmed, 
the  Government  hastened  to  introduce  the  measure 
into  the  first  Duma.  But  as  the  popular  movement 
began  to  assume  more  peaceful  forms  the  progress 
of  the  Bill  became  slower  and  slower,  until  it  stuck 
in  some  pigeon-hole,  from  which  it  occasionally 
emerged  only  to  be  sent  to  some  red-tape  committee 
or  Government  office. 

For  two  years  it  performed  these  peregrinations, 
until,  mutilated  so  as  to  be  hardly  recognisable,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table  of  the  third  Duma,  which,  muti- 
lating it  still  further,  passed  it  on  the  second  reading, 
ft  would  probably  have  then  been  pigeon-holed 
again  had  not  the  Labour  movement  begun  to  revive ; 
so  it  was  read  a  third  time,  passed  by  the  Council  of 
State,  and  returned  once  more  into  the  hands  of  the 
Government.  From  that  time  its  "  application  in 
practice  "  begins. 

The  first  step  in  this  direction  was  the  institution 
of  a  conference  of  over  three  hundred  representatives 
of  different  branches  of  industry  and  masters'  organi- 
sations, presided  over  by  a  Government  official.  This 
conference  settled  a  number  of  questions  connected 
with  the  future  working  of  insurance.  The  Empire 
was  divided  into  areas,  the  details  of  the  new  organi- 
sation were  devised,  and  a  complete  plan  for  bring- 
ing the  measure  into  operation  was  arranged. 

Workmen  Disregarded. 

Now  the  whole  thing  was  meant  to  pacify  the 
working  people,  to  attract  their  sympathy  to  the 
Government's  side.  Any  reasonable  man  will  agree 
that  for  this  purpose  (to  say  nothing  of  the  necessities 
of  the  measure  itself,  which  must  be  made  practic- 
able, and  of  the  fact  that  three-fifths  of  the  insurance 
fund  is  contributed  by  the  working  men)  one  of  the 
best  methods  would  have  been  to  invite  the  Labour 
representatives  to  take  part  in  the  discussions.  Yet 
not  a  single  representative  of  the  working  class  was 
asked  to  the  conference,  where  the  masters  mustered 
in  full  force. 

The  bureaucratic  chairman  seemed  to  feel  to  a 
certain  extent  the  abnormality  of  the  arrangement, 
and  therefore  declared  that  the  conference  was  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  making  the  masters  familiar 
with  the  new  measure.  But,  if  this  explanation  is  to 
be  taken  seriously,  it  only  shows  up  still  more 
glaringly  the  hopelessness  of  the  ideas  and  inveterate 
habits  of  the  bureaucracy.  Apparently,  while  for 
the  smooth  working  of  the  new  law  it  was  essential  in 
the  eyes  of  Russia's  rulers  that  it  should  be  clearly 
understood  by  the  masters,  its  understanding  bv  the 
workers  was  unnecessary  ! 

This  police-bred  fear  of  the  working-class  as  a 
social  factor  and  the  rooted  contempt  felt  by  the 
bureaucracy  for  the  workmen  as  citizens  continue  to 
be  the  guiding  motives  of  all  Governmental  and 
administrative  undertakings.  Thus,  for  the  purpose 
of  deciding  in  which  factories  the  new  system  should 
be  started,  a  fresh  conference  was  convened  in  St. 
Petersburg.  It  consisted  of  Government  factory 
inspectors  and  the  masters'  representatives  ;  but  no 
Labour  delegates  were  present.  And  that  was  not 
all :  the  names  of  the  seven  factories  chosen  at  this 
conference  for  the  experiment  were  kept  secret  from 
lite  wo  kmcn  and  the  public  generally. 

Labour   Representatives  by  Ministerial 
Appointment. 

Again,  the  Act  sets  up  bodies  of  two  types  for  the 
management  of  insurance  matters — the  Insurance 
Council  and  the  Insurance  Hoard.  On  both  elected 
representatives  of  the  workmen  should  sit.  But  one 
of  the  rules  contains  a  proviso  to  the  effect  that  the 
elections  are  to  take  place  only  when  at  least  eight 
workmen's  organisations  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick 
have  been  founded  in  St.  Petersburg  ;  otherwise  the 
representatives  of  the  organisations  sitting  on  the 
In-urancc  Council  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Mini-'ci  of  Commerce  and  Industry.  Consequently 
only  teven  factories  (each  forming  a  separate  bene- 
volent workmen's  organisation;  were  designated  by 
the  above-mentioned  conference,  with  the  evident 
object  of  denying  the  massof  working  men  the  exer- 
cise of  their  right  of  electing  their  representatives. 

The  Mini-try  appointed  the  five  "Labour  repre- 
^enta'ives''  on  the  Insurance  Council,  and  on  the 
motion  of  the  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  they  were 
granted  a  remuneration  of  about  ten  shillings  per 
sitting.  Ten  shillings  a  day,  or  portion  of  a  day,  is 
a  very  high  wage  for  a  Russian  workman,  and  by 


this  simple  means  the  authorities  hoped  to  make 
these  men  their  creatures.  But  no  sooner  was  the 
trick  known  to  the  mass  of  the  workmen  than  protest 
meetings  began  to  be  organised.  The  police  and  the 
factory  managers  put  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
these  meetings,  and  forcibly  dispersed  those  which 
they  were  able  to  take  by  surprise.  Hut  the  factory- 
hands  have  become  by  now  so  skilful  in  outwitting 
the  authorities,  and  are  moved  by  so  unanimous  a 
sentiment,  that  they  contrived  to  pass  a  great  many 
resolutions  against  the  policy  of  the  Ministry,  and  to 
get  them  reported  in  the  Press. 

Under  the  pressure  of  public  opinion  coming  from 
their  own  class,  the  appointed  "  Labour  representa- 
tives" on  the  Insurance  Council  began  to  resign,  and 
the  Government  reaped  what  it  had  sown.  The 
sittings  of  the  Insurance  Council  had  to  be  adjourned 
for  lack  of  any  Labour  representatives.  The  Govern- 
ment tried  to  pacify  the  workmen  by  "  explanations" 
which  were  designed  to  show  that  it  did  not  desire 
to  supersede  the  election  of  their  representatives  by 
appointment.  Hut  again  it  could  not  overcome  its 
fear  of  independent  activity  on  the  part  of  the  masses. 
Preliminary  meetings  of  factory  hands  for  the  nomi- 
nation of  candidates  for  the  ensuing  elections  were 
prohibited  ;  indeed,  no  gathering  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  and  discussing  the  technical  side  of  the  new- 
law  was  allowed.  The  mechanism  of  the  elections 
was  placed  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  masters. 

A  Deadlock. 

The  result  of  such  a  policy  has  been  an  almost 
complete  loss  of  confidence  in  the  scheme  and  in  the 
Government  on  the  part  of  the  working  men.  The 
whole  enterprise  has  come  to  a  deadlock.  The 
working  men  either  abstain  altogether  from  electing 
their  representatives,  or  hand  in  blank  voting-papers, 
or  write  on  them,  instead  of  the  candidates'  names, 
protests  against  the  Act  and  against  the  Govern- 
ment's policy.  The  ferment  amongst  the  factory 
workers,  so  much  dreaded  by  the  Goverrment,  has 
increased  ;  mass  meetings  have  become  an  everyday 
occurrence.  And  all  this  simply  because  of  the 
inability  of  the  present  Russian  rulers  to  dispense 
with  their  arbitrary  bureaucratic  habits,  even  when 
reason  gives  them  clearlv  to  understand  that  they 
must  do  so.  It  is  plain  that  their  case  cannot  be 
mended,  but  only  ended. 

V. 


A   JUDGE'S  FORGERIES. 


Sequel  to  the  Great  Armenian  Trial. 

Readers  of  Darkkst  Russia  will  remember  the 
numerous  forgeries  of  documents  which  were  exposed 
by  the  counsel  for  the  defence  during  the  trial  of 
158  alleged  Armenian  revolutionists,  most  of  whom 
had  been  guilty  of  no  graver  offence  than  having  at 
one  time  or  another  been  members  of  the  Dashnak- 
zutiun,  or  Armenian  Federation.  At  the  time  the 
Senate  ordered  an  inquiry  into  the  authorship  of 
those  forgeries.  That  was  nine  months  ago,  and  it 
has  only  just  received  the  report  on  the  matter  pre- 
sented by  Senator  A.  J.  Petropavlovsky. 

Senator  Petropavlovsky  states  that  the  minute 
investigation  carried  out  by  the  Examining  Magistrate 
Alexandroff  has  established  the  fact  that  a  great 
number  of  erasures,  forgeries,  and  insertions  were 
made  in  the  minutes  and  documents  by  the  then 
Examining  Magistrate  for  cases  of  special  import- 
ance, M.  Lyjin,  who  had  been  entrusted  with  the 
inquiry  into  the  case  of  the  Dashnakzutiun.  Mo 
fewer  than  thirty-seven  forgeries  of  a  grave  character, 
which  considerably  altered  the  significance  of  the 
facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  case, 
have  been  traced  to  Lyjin  beyond  all  possibility  of 
doubt. 

For  purposes  which  it  is  difficult  to  explain,  says 
the  Senator,  Lyjin  not  enly  altered  the  meaning  of 
minutes  and  other  documents,  but  also  drafted  false 
minutes,  forging  the  signatures  of  judicial  officers 
who  were  not  even  present  at  the  proceedings.  In  a 
good  many  cases  he  did  not  even  take  the  trouble  to 
acquaint  himself  with  either  the  handwriting  or  the 
whereabouts  of  the  persons  whose  signatures  he 
forged.  He  acted  altogether  in  a  most  reckless 
fashion.  When  altering  a  telegram  he  did  not  even 
take  the  precaution  of  making  corresponding  altera- 
tions in  the  post-office  record  of  the  total  number  of 
words. 

.  This  failure  to  take  the  slightest  measures  of  pre- 
caution caused  M.  Alexandroff  to  doubt  whether 
Lyjin  was  in  a  normal  state  of  mind. 

The  Senior  Procurator,  Senator  Reinke,  in  staling 
his  conclusions,  remarked  that  the  commission  of 
forgeries  and  of  other  grave  official  crimes  had  been 
fully  established,  so  that  the  question  as  to  the  com- 
mittal of  Lyjin  must  be  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Conjoint  Session  of  the  Senate  thereupon 
resolved  without  discussion  to  transfer  the  proceed- 
ings to  the  St.  Petersburg  District  Court,  which  will 
commit  Lyjin  for  trial  before  the  High  Court  of  St. 
Petersburg. 

At  present  Lyjin  occupies  a  seat  on  the  judicial 
bench  of  the  court  of  Wilna. 


EDUCATION  MINISTER 
DENOUNCED. 

Vigorous  Attack   on    M.    Kasso   in  the 
Duma. 

On  the  7th  inst.  M.  Kasso,  the  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction,  had  to  answer  an  interpellation  in  the 
Duma  on  the  domiciliary  visits  and  arrests  which  have 
been  carried  out  by  the  police  at  the  St.  Petersburg 
grammar-schools. 

M.  Kasso  stated  that  in  one  instance  the  pupils  had 
not  gathered  at  school  for  the  purpose  of  reading 
poetry,  but  in  order  to  hold  a  meeting  of  their  organi- 
sation, wlvch  wis  denounced  to  the  police  by  one  of 
the  parents  who  was  anxious  to  prevent  his  boy  from 
attending  an  illegal  gathering.  The  Government 
thought  it  right  to  safeguard  the  schools  from  illegal 
newspapers,  circles,  and  meetings  held  to  discuss 
subjects  for  which  they  wr-re  not  yet  ripe. 

M.  Shingareff  (Cadet)  was  the  first  to  comment  on 
the  Minister's  reply,  which,  he  said,  only  confirmed 
once  more  the  fact  that,  instead  of  a  Mini  iter  of 
Public  Instruction,  they  had  merely  an  agent  of  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior.  As  far  back  as  1901  an 
Imperial  Rescript  had  ordered  the  immediate  and 
radical  reform  of  the  intermediate  schools.  This, 
however,  was  not  effected  under  the  various  short- 
lived Ministries,  while  M.  Kasso  had  even  withdrawn 
the  Intermediate  Schools  Reform  Bill,  which  had 
been  submitted  to  the  third  Duma,  and  was  with- 
holding it  from  the  fourth  Duma.  Prince  Eugene 
Trubetskoy  had  once  described  a  Russian  Minister  of 
Education  as  "  a  man  who  is  worse  than  his  prede- 
cessor, "  but  M.  Shingareff  doubted  whether  M. 
Kasso's  successor  would  be  able  to  sustain  such  a 
difficult  reputation. 

Whatever  one  might  think  of  organisations  within 
the  schools,  no  one  would  venture  to  defend  the 
system  of  espionage  practised  by  the  tutors.  After 
having  put  down  the  high  schools,  abolished  the 
Parents'  Committees,  and  discredited  the  tutors,  the 
Minister  had  started  a  campaign  against  the  private 
schools,  which  by  his  circular  issued  in  December  he 
ordered  to  follow  exactly  the  same  regulations  as  the 
Government  schools.  The  Minister  had  also  made 
an  attempt  lo  lay  his  hand  on  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  while  on  June  22nd  last  he  had  aroused  the 
indignation  of  all  the  Zemstvos  by  depriving  them  of 
the  Peoples'  Libraries. 

"To  close  the  libraries,  to  stop  the  work  of  the 
schools — such,"  exclaimed  M.  Shingareff,  "is  the 
record  of  the  Minister  of  Education  !" 

After  reading  out  a  letter  from  a  girl  of  fifteen  who 
had  been  detained  and  interrogated  a  whole  night  at 
the  police  station,  M.  Shingareff  asked  : — 

"  Cannot  Russian  statesmanship  support  itself 
without  keeping  children  at  the  station  until  seven  in 
the  morning  ?  Is  not  our  detective  department 
omnipotent  ?  Why  was  it  found  necessary  to  allow 
a  meeting  to  be  held  in  order  to  be  able  to  pounce 
upon  it  and  to  reveal  to  the  public  a  pupil's  organisa- 
tion caught  in  a  trap  ?  Therein  lies  the  deep  tragedy, 
for  the  future  of  Russia  depends  on  our  children, 
who,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  are  being  driven 
towards  the  road  of  open  resistance  to  the  existing 
order.  .  .  .  Our  children  are  not  only  our  own 
hope,  but  also  the  hope  of  Russia.  One  should  not 
nip  that  hope  in  the  bud,  sacrificing  it  for  the  sake 
of  official  promotion  or  through  cold  cvnicism, 
making  experiments  by  means  of  arrests.  You,  the 
fathers  and  citizens  of  the  Russian  Empire,  are 
bound  to  say  : — 'Thus  it  has  been,  but  it  should  not 
and  must  not  be  so  in  Russia.'  " 

M.  Baryshnikoff  (Progressist)  reminded  the 
Minister  that  in  the  course  of  the  domiciliary  visits 
paid  to  the  houses  of  the  pupils  parents  the  police 
seized  sach  books  as  the  Bible  and  such  documents 
as  copies  of  the  October  Manifesto.  The  interroga- 
tories were  carried  out  with  all  the  inquisitorial 
tricks  known  to  the  police,  while  one  boy  was  detained 
not  for  twenty-four  hours,  but  for  forty-two  days. 

M.  Yagodynsky  (Octobrist),  an  ex-teacher,  de- 
scribed the  over-fatigue  which  resulted  in  a  great 
number  of  pupils  being  gradually  removed  from 
school,  the  result  being  that  only  5  per  cent,  of  those 
who  entered  a  school  managed  to  complete  the 
course. 


All  the  members  of  the  committee  of  the  dissolved 
Textile  Trade  Union  of  Lodz  have  been  arrested. 

At  the  convict  prison  of  Saratov  a  sentry  shot  at 
and  wounded  a  prisoner  for  looking  out  of  the  little 
window  of  his  cell. 

A  few  days  ago  the  police  arrested  a  number  of 
Kvangelists  who  had  assembled  for  prayer  at  the 
Jclezniansky  mine,  in  the  government  of  Ekaterino- 
slav. 

In  the  village  of  Kotel,  in  the  government  of 
Kharkov,  a  crowd  of  several  thousand  peasants 
recently  lynched  two  of  their  number  who  had  been 
arrested  on  a  charge  of  horse-stealing. 
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THE    BOYCOTT     IN  POLAND. 


We  have  refrained  hitherto  from  commenting 
on  the  extraordinary  display  of  anti-Jewish  feel- 
ing that  has  been  witnessed  during  the  past  few 
months  in  Russian  Poland,  and  in  doing  so  we 
were  animated  by  the  hope  that  the  Polish  people 
would  be  induced  to  bring  their  internal  differ- 
ences to  a  satisfactory  settlement,  and  that  the 
matter,  which  does  not  necessarily  come  within 
our  province,  would  blow  over.  Unfortunately, 
however,  our  anticipations  have  not  been  realised. 
The  boycott  whicli  a  large  section  of  the  Chris- 
tian Poles  declared  against  their  Jewish  fellow- 
citizens  after  the  recent  General  Election  (on 
grounds  which  we  shall  set  forth  presently)  has 
not  been  relaxed ;  indeed,  it  has  increased  both 
in  virulence  and  in  extent,  and  is  now  in  evidence 
not  only  in  Warsaw,  where  it  started,  but 
throughout  the  Kingdom  of  Poland,  and  has 
even  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  Russian 
Empire.  It  is  a  boycott  of  a  very  thorough 
kind,  and  of  a  social  as  well  as  a  commercial 
character.  Jewish  tradesmen  and  business  men 
are  under  a  ban  of  excommunication,  and  the 
majority  of  Poles  refuse  to  have  any  dealings 
with  them  ;  Jewish  doctors,  lawyers,  and  other 
professional  men  cannotobtain  employmentexcept 
among  members  of  their  own  community  ;  even 
the  services  of  Christian  practitioners  are 
refused  to  Jewish  applicants,  newspapers 
decline  Jewish  advertisements,  and  newspaper 
agents  will  not  sell  pro- Jewish  journals.  And  it 
is  not  merely  a  section  of  the  Jews  that  are  thus 
made  to  suffer ;  those  of  them  who  actively 
discountenanced  the  action  that  led  to  the  boy- 
cott are  equally  victims  of  its  effect,  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  immediate  prospect  of  a  return  to 
normal  conditions. 

The  trouble,  as  many  of  our  readers  will  be 
aware,  arose  from  the  attitude  taken  up  by  the 
Jewish  voters  in  Warsaw  at  the  General  Elec- 
tion. The  three  candidates  out  of  whom  the 
electors  had  to  make  their  choice  were  M.  Dmow- 
ski,  a  Nationalist  and  a  declared  anti-Semite  ; 
M.  Kucharzewski,  the  representative  of  the 
Concentration  Party,  who  stood  for  Polish 
rights  and  Polish  patriotism;  and  M.  Jagiello, 
a  Socialist.  The  first-named  was  obviously 
out  of  the  question  as  far  as  the  Jewish 
vote,  which  is  preponderant  in  Warsaw,  was 
concerned,  and  the  question  arose  whether  it 
should  be  given  for  the  Concentration  candi- 
date or  for  the  Socialist.  M.  Kucharzewski 
represented  the  ideals  and  aspirations  of  the 
leading  and  most  cultured  Poles,  and  as  such 
claimed  to  be  the  Polish  candidate  par  excellence ; 
he  had,  however,  expressed  the  opinion  that 
until  the  Jews  had  acquired  full  rights  in  Russia 
proper  they  should  not  be  placed  in  a  position  of 
absolute  equality  in  Poland,  on  the  ground  that 
otherwise  the  country  would  be  swamped  by 
an  influx  of  |Russian  Jews,  who  would  not  have 
Poland's  highest  interests  at  heart.  M.  Jagiello, 
on  the  other  hand,  although  a  Catholic,  declared 
himself  in  favour  of  equal  rights  for  the  Jews, 
and,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  many  of  the  leading 
Jewish  merchants  in  Warsaw  implored  their 
brethren  not  to  vote  for  the  Socialist,  M.  Jagiello 
was  in  fact  returned  to  the  Duma.  This  action 
so  incensed  the  Polish  patriots,  among  whom  the 
discredited  Chauvinism  of  M.  Dmowski  and  his 


party  now  found  itself  in  a  position  to  reassert 
itself,  that  the  extreme  step  of  declaring  an  anti- 
Jewish  boycott  was  taken  with  the  results  which 
we  have  already  outlined. 

We  do  not  intend  to  range  ourselves  on  one 
side  or  the  other  in  the  electoral  dispute.  How- 
ever ill-advised  the  Jews?  of  Warsaw  may  have 
been  to  dissociate  themselves  in  this  marked 
fashion  from  the  generai  Polish  sentiment,  and 
'  with  whatever  justice  it  may  be  urged  that  they 
would  have  consulted  their  interests  better  if 
they  had  sacrificed  somewhat  of  their  principles 
on  the  altar  of  expediency,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  as  electors  they  had  every  right  to  vote  for 
whatever  candidate  they  chose,  and  that  in 
this  case  there  was  on  the  surface  a  very 
strong  inducement  to  elect  M.  Jagiello.  That 
being  so,  the  unsuccessful  parties  should  have 
been  sufficiently  sportsn  anlike  to  accept  their 
defeat  for  the  time,  and  should  have  set  them- 
selves, by  means  of  an  organised  agitation  con- 
ducted on  legitimate  lines,  to  reverse  the  result 
at  the  earliest  opportunity.  However  sorely  they 
may  have  felt,  and  with  whatever  justification,  no 
excuse  can  possibly  be  offered  for  so  violent  an 
exhibition  of  anti-Semiti.  m  as  has  actually  been 
witnessed.  Such  proceedings  are  calculated  to 
ruin  the  Polish  cause  a-  nothing  else  could  do. 
What  Poland,  if  she  ,s  to  win  her  way  to 
freedom,  requires  above]  everything  is  a  united 
population  working  ior*H  l-ommon  end.  To 
foster  any  movement  that  leads  to  internal  dis- 
sension is  merely  to  play  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  The  Russian  Government,  it  is  under- 
stood, is  well  content  that  there  should  be  an 
anti-Jewish  boycott  in  Poland,  and  will  take  no 
steps  to  suppress  it,  because  it  is  believed  that 
an  internal  campaign  of  this  nature  diverts  the 
attention  of  the  Poles  from  general  politics — a 
very  desirable  consummation  in  these  times  of 
international  stress.  It  is  therefore  earnestly  to 
be  hoped  that,  for  their  own  sakes,  the  Poles 
will  be  brought  to  realise  the  grave  blunder 
they  have  made,  and  to  heal  the  breach  before 
it'gets  beyond  repair. 

Anti-Semitism  is  the  great  danger  that 
threatens  the  Polish  cause.  We  have  had 
seriously  to  complain  of  its  manifestation  before, 
and  we  do  so  again  with  even  more  insistence. 
There  is,  unfortunately,  a  certain  section  of 
Polish  society  which  is  deeply  infected  with  the 
virus,  and  it  is  this  section  which  has  tempo- 
rarily gained  the  upper  hand,  and  has  communi- 
cated the  disease  to  the  whole  body  politic.  We 
say  temporarily,  because  we  cannot  believe  that 
the  more  responsible  of  the  Polish  leaders  will 
tolerate  the  outrage  much  longer.  If  there  is  a 
Jewish  problem  in  Poland  (and  the  immigration 
from  Russia  apparently  causes  one  there  as  in 
other  countries),  it  is  not  to  be  solved  by  such 
barbarous  and  short-sighted  methods.  Nor  must 
it  be  forgotten  that,  after  all,  it  is  the  Jews  who 
have  always  been  in  the  very  forefront  of  the 
general  struggle  for  liberty  in  Russia,  and  that 
without  their  help  the  campaign  of  1905  could 
never  have  been  undertaken.  The  interests  of 
the  Poles  and  the  Jews  are,  indeed,  so  closely 
related  that  the  spectacle  of  the  one  community 
boycotting  the  other  is  all  but  incredible  at  such 
a  time  as  this  ;  and  when  it  has  been  banished,  as 
we  pray  it  soon  may  be.  it  will  be  looked  upon  as 
merely  a  nightmare  bora  of  a  domestic  disagree- 
ment which  is  purged  with  the  coming  of  day. 


ROMANOFF  TERCENTENARY. 


I. — The  Origin  of  the  Russian  Monarchy. 


By    GRKGOIRE  ALEXINSKY 
'  Member  of  the  Second  Duma). 

On  March  6th  Russian  Tsarism,  or  that  variety  of 
it  which  is  associated  with  the  House  of  Romanoff, 
celebrates  the  tercentenary  of  its  existence,  and  the 
occasion  may  be  taken  to  sketch  the  history  of  the 
rise  and  development  of  the  Absolute  Monarchy  in 
Russia  and  the  causes  of  its  present  decay. 

The  official  date  of  the  origin  of  the  Romanoff  rule 
is  February  21st,  1613  (O.S.),  when  a  so-called 
Zemsky  Sobor,  composed  of  representatives  of  the 
boyars  (magnates);  gentry,  merchants,  and  clergy, 
elected  Michael  Feodorovitch  Romanoff  to  be  Tsar. 
The  foundation  of  the  Romanoff  dynasty  does  not, 
however,  coincide  with  the  rise  of  Russian  Absolu- 
tism, the  essential  elements  of  which  existed  much 
earlier,  and  the  election  of  1613  was  itself  merely  a 
manifestation  of  the  internal  historic  forces  at  work 
which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  monarchical 
and  autocratic  State.  The  separate  territories  and 
different  peoples  of  the  great  plain  of  Eastern  Europe 
had  to  be  economically  united  before  a  single  central- 
ised political  system  could  arise,  and  this  occupied  a 
very  considerable  period.  The  Slavs  who  colonised 
the  country  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  centuries, 
moving  from  south-west  to  north-east  as  nomad 
agriculturists  and  hunters,  lived  in  small  detached 
groups  forming  miniature  States  of  a  kind,  which 
waged  war  with  one  another  under  a  military  and 
priestly  chieftain.  This  was  the  first  stage  in  the 
development  of  political  power. 

The  First  Princes. 
In  the  tenth  and  eleventh  centuries  me  develop- 
ment of  trade,  combined  with  piracy,  along  the 
Dnieper  led  to  the  formation  of  towns,  notably 
Novgorod  in  the  north  and  Kiev  in  the  south, 
which  were  fortified  camps  serving  as  depots  for 
goods  acquired  by  barter  or  capture.  These  pirate 
traders  formed  the  politically  dominant  class  which 
produced  the  first  princes  and  boyars.  According  to 
legend  the  first  princes  were  invited  by  the  Russians 
themselves  from  Scandinavia  ;  but  in  reality  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Russian  plain  paid  tribute  to  the 
dreaded  Scandinavians  for  their  protection.  In  any 
case  the  first  Russian  princes  bore  Scandinavian 
names,  and  their  very  title  of  "  Kniaz"  is  probably  a 
corruption  of  the  Scandinavian  word  Kit  lining. 

The  princes  of  Kiev  remained  essentially  robbers 
who  carried  on  business  on  a  large  scale,  and  they 
so  plundered  the  population  that  in  the  twelfth 
century  the  ruined  inhabitants  began  to  emigrate 
en  masse  to  the  shores  of  the  Oka  and  Upper  Volga. 
Here  new-formed  economic  and  political  relations 
gave  life  to  the  Principality  of  Moscow,  which  subse- 
quently developed  into  the  Russian  Tsardom  or 
Kingdom.  The  transfer  of  the  political  centre  of 
gravity  from  Kiev  to  Moscow  was  accelerated  by  the 
former's  exposed  position  to  the  attacks  of  Asiatic 
nomads,  who  devastated  everything  on  their  way  ;  so 
that  the  capture  of  Kiev  by  the  Tartars  in  1240 
finally  closed  the  Kiev  period  of  Russian  history. 
The  Moscow  Period. 
The  beginning  of  the  Moscow  period  was  marked 
by  the  development  of  vast  landed  estates,  upon 
which  the  smaller  landowners  were  politically  depen- 
dent. It  used  to  be  the  fashion  with  Russian 
historians  to  deny  the  existence  of  feudalism,  which, 
according  to  their  explanation,  could  only  maintain 
its  piratical  system  on  the  rocky  surface  of  Western 
Europe,  and  not  on  the  Russian  plain,  destined  by 
Nature  itself  to  form  a  single  enormous  Stat^.  These 
patriotic  theories  have,  however,  been  disproved  by 
the  labours  of  the  modern  historical  school,  and  it 
has  been  demonstrated  that  in  Russia,  as  elsewhere, 
the  Monarchy  was  preceded  by  the  feudal  regime, 
whose  most  powerful  representative,  the  Prince  of 
Moscow,  after  a  stubborn  struggle,  vanquished  his 
rivals,  deprived  them  of  their  dominions,  and  becime 
the  "  Tsar  of  All  the  Russias." 

Among  the  circumstances  which  favoured  the 
victory  of  the  princes  of  Moscow  must  be  mentioned 
the  change  of  the  trade  routes.  The  occupation  of 
the  southern  steppes  by  Asiatic  nomads  and  the 
decay  of  the  Byzantine  Empire  had  closed  the 
former  route  from  Scandinavia  to  Greece  along  the 
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Dnieper,  so  that  trade  had  now  to  be  carried  on 
along  the  Volga  and  the  Don.  Moscow  became  one 
of  the  main  centres  of  the  new  route,  entering  into 
relations  with  the  ports  of  the  White  Sea  and  the 
Arctic  Ocean,  and  through  them  with  England  her- 
self. The  princes  of  Moscow  took  advantage  of  the 
geographical  position  of  their  territory,  and  subju- 
gated the  free  city  of  Novgorod  by  stopping  the 
importation  of  grain  into  its  dominions. 

They  also  turned  to  account  the  fact  that  the  Tartar 
yoke  pressed  upon  Russia  from  the  thirteenth  to  the 
"fifteenth  century,  when  the  Tartar  Khan  was  the 
supreme  head  of  ail  the  Russian  principalities,  and 
it  lay  within  his  power  to  place  one  or  another  of 
the  Russian  princes  on  the  Grand-Ducal  throne. 
Being  the  richest,  the  princes  of  Moscow  were  able 
to  purchase  from  the  Khan  not  only  that  title,  but 
also  troops  tor  the  purpose  of  waging  war  against 
the  other  Russian  princes  :  they  also  acted  as  the 
Khan's  agents  for  the  collection  of  tribute  from 
the  Russian  population.  When  the  Tartar  horde 
grew  weak,  the  Grand  Duke  Ivan  III.,  in  1480, 
renounced  allegiance  to  the  Khan,  and  henceforward 
collected  the  whole  of  the  tribute  for  his  own  use 
and  that  of  his  heirs.  The  Grand  Dukes  of  Moscow 
also  inherited  the  ready-made  financial  system  of 
the  Tartars.  At  the  same  time  they  inherited  from 
Byzantium,  in  addition  to  the  Orthodox  religion,  the 
Monarchist  tradition,  which  was  exemplified  by  the 
marriage  of  Ivan  III.  to  the  Princess  Sophia  Paleo- 
logue,  niece  of  the  last  Byzantine  Emperor.  Thus, 
with  the  fall  of  Constantinople  the  Grand  Dukes  of 
Moscow  began  to  look  upon  themselves  as  the 
successors  to  the  Byzantine  Emperors  and  the  sole 
defenders  of  "  true  Orthodoxy." 

Monarchy   v.  Feudalism. 

The  sixteenth  century  witnessed  the  abolition  of 
the  feudal  order  and  the  rise  of  a  centralised 
Monarchy  in  Russia,  accompanied  by  the  formation 
of  a  large  internal  market  for  the  sale  of  agricul- 
tural produce.  The  latter  owed  its  existence  to  the 
Hat  nature  of  the  country  and  the  abundance  of  rivers, 
and  this  economic  intercourse  became  the  basis  of  the 
political  concentration  of  the  country  into  a  single 
State.  Agriculture  accordingly  became  more  inten- 
sive. To  these  conditions,  however,  the  noble  and 
spendthrift  boyars  could  not  accommodate  them- 
selves, lagging  behind  the  more  enterprising  gentry, 
upon  whom  the  rulers  of  Moscow  relied  in  their 
struggle  against  feudalism.  The  savage  treatment  of 
the  boyars  by  Ivan  the  Terrible,  who  pioclaimed  him- 
self Tsar  of  Moscow,  was  the  victcry  of  Monarchy 
over  feudalism.  In  the  attempt  to  regain  their  privi- 
leges the  boyars  had  recourse  to  championing  the 
"lawful"  Pretender  (Demetrius)  against  the  illegal 
successors  of  Ivan  the  Terrible.  The  struggle  led  to 
the  Polish  invasion,  when  the  "  Troubled  Times " 
ended  with  the  election  of  Michael  Romanoff  as 
Tsar  in  1613. 

This  election  was  effected  by  the  mercantile  class 
and  the  clergy,  but  particularly  by  the  gentry.  The 
interests  of  the  last-named  were  opposed  to  those  of 
the  boyars,  who,  while  trying  to  limit  the  Autocracy 
in  favour  of  an  oligarchy  composed  of  themselves, 
would  not  allow  the  gentry  to  take  part  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  State,  which  they  claimed  as  their  sole 
privilege.  The  combined  forces  of  the  Monarchy 
and  the  gentry  tiiumphed  in  1613. 

Beginning  of  Serfdom. 

It  is  not  only  with  the  boyars,  however,  that  they 
had  to  contend,  for  the  "Troubled  Times"  also 
witnessed  a  rising  of  the  peasantry,  who  had  been 
ruined  by  the  same  economic  revolution  which  had 
strengthened  the  gentry.  Formerly  the  latter  used 
to  let  out  most  of  their  land  to  the  peasants  in 
exchange  for  a  small  tribute  in  kind.  But  with  the 
rise  of  a  vast  market  for  grain  in  the  sixteenth 
century  the  gentry  increased  their  own  plantations, 
while  reducing  the  peasants'  plots,  for  which  they 
were  now  made  to  pay  in  money  instead  of  in  kind. 
The  peasants  fell  into  debt,  and  many  of  them  (led 
to  the  South,  where  so  inconvenient  a  system  did 
not  prevail.  But  owing  to  the  pressure  of  the 
squires,  who  were  in  need  of  labourers,  in  the  six- 
teenth century  the  Tsars  began  to  take  severe 
measures  for  restricting  the  migration  of  peasants, 
whom  it  ultimately  "  attached  "  to  the  glebe.  From 
free  landholders  the  peasants  thus  became  the  serfs 
of  the  gentry. 

Serfdom  was  advantageous  not  only  to  the  gentry, 
but  also  to  the  Monarchy,  for  which  it  simplified  the 
work  of  administration  by  charging  the  squires  with 
the  task  of  collecting  the  taxes  and  enrolling  con- 
scripts among  the  peasants.  Hence  one  of  the  Tsars 
was  able  to  say  that  in  its  landlords  the  Russian 
Monarchy  possessed  one  hundred  thousand  able 
heads  of  police. 

The  Russian  Monarchy  thus  owed  its  rise  to  the 
gentry,  with  serfdom  as  the  connecting  link  between 
the  two,  w.'iile  the  masse1-  were  exploited  for  the 
benefit  of  the  gentry.  To  this  day  the  Rus-ian 
regime  has  preserved  the  same  features  to  a  con- 
siderable degree,  in  spite  of  certain  changes  in  their 
form.  These  changes  wi.l  be  dealt  with  in  my  next 
article. 


SCHOOL    OR  PRISON? 


The  Pupil's  Daily  Round  of  Persecution. 


[Fkom  Our  Ovv.v  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  February  19th. 
In  1905  one  might  observe  in  Russia  a  spectacle 
hardly  possible  in  any  other  country — the  participa- 
tion of  children  in  political  demonstrations,  or 
meetings  of  schoolboys  passing  resolutions  on  the 
failure  of  the  Russian  school  and  the  necessity  of  its 
reformation. 

Was  it  mere  childish  impetuousness,  or  did  the 
Russian  primary  and  intermediate  school  system 
subject  the  souls  of  the  children  to  such  painful 
torture  that  it  could  not  but  transform  them  into 
revolutionaries  ?  The  answer  was  supplied  by  the 
Government  itself,  which  in  1906  declared  the 
necessity  of  a  radical  reform  of  the  schools.  The 
reform  was  actually  started  ;  but,  when  the  period 
of  public  excitement  passed  away,  the  schools 
became  once  more  the  object  of  police  inter- 
ference. All  the  Ministers  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion who  have  succeeded  one  another  since  1907 
have  been  quite  oblivious  of  their  duties  as  head  of 
the  Education  department,  and  have  made  it  their 
task  to  eradicate  the  revolution  by  police  methods 
and  all  manner  of  persecution.  M.  Kasso,  the 
present  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  has  especially 
distinguished  himself  in  this  way. 

Police  and  Children. 

A  couple  of  months  ago  an  episode  which  occurred 
in  one  of  the  St.  Petersburg  gymnasiums  caused  an 
enormous  sensation.  On  the  evening  of  December 
22nd  last  a  whole  army  of  police  invaded  Witmer's 
Gymnasium,  where  they  arrested  thirty-four  pupils  of 
both  sexes  belonging  to  different  schools  who  had 
met  to  read  papers  of  a  literary  and  scientific  nature. 
They  dragged  the  children  off  to  various  prisons  and 
lock-ups,  searching  and  interrogating  them  as  if  they 
had  to  deal  with  hardened  criminals. 

"  I  only  got  home  at  7  a.m.,"  wrote  a  girl  of  fifteen, 
"wearied  to  death  by  the  questions  of  coarse 
gendarmes  who  do  not  understand  us,  who  hate  the 
sight  of  us,  and  who  crush  our  innermost  souls  with 
their  heavy  boots." 

But  the  occurrence  at  Witmer's  Gymnasium  dis- 
closed only  a  small  corner  of  the  activity  of  the 
Minister  of  Public  InsreBction,  and  new  facts  are 
ever  accumulating  which  prove  the  pernicious  effect 
of  his  policy  upon  the  schools.  Every  pupil  of  an 
intermediate  school  is  handed  a  ticket  containing  a 
number  of  strict  rules  to  which  the  bearer  has  to 
subscribe.  Paragraph  18  of  these  regulations  runs 
as  follows  :  — 

"  When  away  from  home  the  pupil  must  carry 
this  ticket  with  him  and  produce  it  on  demand  to 
the  officials  of  the  Schools  department,  who  are 
lawfully  bound  to  see  that  the  rules  are  observed  by 
the  pupils,  and  to  any  police  officers  who  ma}-  find 
it  necessary  to  establish  the  pupil's  identity'.  For  the 
same  purpose  the  pupils  must  carry  with  them  written 
permits  for  the  purpose  of  absenting  themselves  out- 
side the  fixed  hours,  or  visiting  a  theatre  or  other 
entertainment." 

The  Tyranny  of  the  Uniform. 

The  pupils  of  Government  schools  have  to  wear  a 
prescribed  uniform,  in  order  to  facilitate  this  control. 
The  private  schools  which  have  been  established  in 
recent  years  because  an  increasing  number  of  parents 
objected  to  this  regime  were  at  first  exempt  from 
such  rules  ;  but  now  everything  is  done  to  compel 
the  private  schools  too  to  submit  to  the  general 
system,  which  can  only  be  described  as  a  police 
regime.  First  of  all  the  uniform  is  made  obligatory, 
and  its  wearing  is  enforced  with  the  utmost  rigour. 
In  the  educational  district  of  Kazan,  for  instance,  the 
girls'  skirts  in  each  class  must  be  of  the  same  width, 
and  for  this  purpose  a  standard  pattern  is  hung  up 
in  the  school  building.  In  the  gymnasium  at  Saratov 
uniformed  dummies  are  exhibited,  and  the  parents 
are  bound  to  study  every  detail  of  the  model. 

The  pupils  of  the  girls'  school  at  K-asnoufimsk  are 
forbidden  to  call  on  their  girl  friends  on  their  way 
home  without  the  written  permission  by  the  parents. 
In  many  schools  the  pupils  are  ordered  to  walk  only 
through  certain  streets,  and  to  keep  to  the  strictly- 
defined  footpath. 

Watched  in  the  Streets. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  these  are  merely  the 
inventions  of  the  local  headmasters.  It  is  from  the 
Ministry  of  Public  Instruction  that  circular  after 
circular  is  issued,  enjoining  the  necessity  of  a  severe 
and  barrack-like  discipline  within  the  schools  and  of 
a  closer  surveillance  of  the  pupils  outside.  Along 
the  streets  through  which  the  pupils  generally  pass 
school  superintendents,  teachers,  and  constables  are 
placed  at  fixed  points.  What  kind  of  atmosphere  is 
generated  by  this  system  may  be  gatheicd  from  the 
following  instances. 

At  Smolensk  special  zeal  was  exhibited  by  the 


Principal  of  the  First  Professional  School,  who,  befog 
likewise  the  Chairman  of  the  Outdoor  Vigilance 
Committee,  reported  that  the  principals  of  the  other 
schools  were  not  sufficiently  attentive  to  this  vigilance 
work.  This  created  a  rivalry  between  the  variou- 
schools,  and  caused  disturbances  among  the  pupils, 
resulting  in  the  expulsion  of  a  considerable  number 
of  them. 

There  recently  died  at  Kiev  a  composer  of  repute, 
named  Lyssenko,  to  whose  family  175  pupils  of  the 
gvmnasium  at  Poltava  sent  a  telegram  of  condolence. 
When  the  Principal  heard  of  it  he  summoned  the 
signatories  before  him,  administered  a  reprimand, 
and  told  them  that  the  dispatch  of  the  telegram  wa> 
evidence  of  the  utter  decay  of  morality  among  the 
pupils. 

At  Smolensk  there  is  a  People's  University,  who-  . 
lectures  used  to  be  attended  by  the  advanced  pupib 
of  the  local  gymnasiums  and  professional  schools. 
The  Curator  of  the  Moscow  Educational  District, 
which  includes  Smolensk,  has  issued  the  following 
order : — 

"  People's  Universities  are  only  intended  for  those 
who  are  unable  to  enter  the  regular  Universities. 
The  gymnasium  pupils  will  enjoy  that  privilege  later 
on,  so  that  there  is  no  need  for  them  to  attend  such 
lectures." 

It  was  probably  on  similar  grounds  that  the 
Curator  of  the  Odessa  district  forbade  the  pupils  to 
attend  Dr.  Gordon's  lecture  on  "  Suicides  among 
Students."  At  all  the  provincial  gymnasiums  the 
pupils  are  forbidden  to  attend  lectures  or  to  frequent 
libraries,  theatres,  and  cinematograph  shows.  - 

The  pupils  are  persecuted  not  only  by  the  school 
authorities,  but  also  by  the  police.  The  police  at 
Kiev  have  been  instructed  that  "  pupils  of  the  inter- 
mediate schools  are  not  to  be  seen  in  any  square  or 
park  after  8  p.m.,  nor  in  any  street  after  10  p.m." 

Such  are  some  of  the  incidents  which  are  driving 
Russian  boys  and  girls  io  suicide  and  depriving  the 
country,  poor  as  it  already  is  in  culture,  of  so  many 
hundreds  of  scholars. 


ARRESTED  SCHOOL-CHILDREN. 

The  Sins  of  the  Minister  of  Education. 


In  the  course  of  the  resumed  debate  in  the  Duma 
on  the  arrests  made  at  intermediate  schools,  M. 
Nicholas  Lvoff  (Progressist)  said  that  the  Minister  of 
Public  Instruction  had  blamed  everybody  and  everv- 
thing  except  himself  and  his  Department.  For  a 
month  and  a  half  the  Ministry  had  not  found  time 
to  look  into  the  matter,  but  had  left  everything  to 
the  Police  Department. 

"  The  Minister,''  he  said,  "  seems  to  be  on 
indefinite  leave,  while  his  office  is  filled  by  the 
Director  of  the  Police  Department.  Not  only  has 
the  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction  undertaken  political 
detective  work,  but  it  has  made  this  its  sole  task. 
.  .  .  I  should  like  to  know  whether  the  Minister 
would  have  indulged  in  such  ironical  replies  if  his 
own  daughter  had  happened  to  be  among  those 
arrested.  But  in  this  case  even  a  more  serious 
question  than  one's  own  children  is  at  stake,  for  it  is 
a  matter  of  other  people's  children  intrusted  to  the 
Minister's  care.  Would  he  be  able  to  maintain  such 
an  attitude  with  regard  to  pupils  of  the  privileged 
educational  institutions,  for  whom  high-placed  rela- 
tives might  intercede  ?" 

Dr.  Gurevitch  (Left)  said  that  as  far  as  the  Jews 
were  concerned  the  whole  activity  of  the  Ministry 
was  directed  towards  keeping  them  in  the  bonds  of 
ignorance,  and  closing  the  schools  to  Jewish  pupils. 
The  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction  worked  hand  in 
hand  with  that  of  the  Interior.  The  police  had  only 
to  express  a  doubt  as  to  a  pupil's  right  of  residence, 
and  he  was  immediately  excluded.  One  could  not 
remember  without  a  shudder  the  sufferings  that  had 
to  be  gone  through  by  Jewish  pupils  and  their 
parents  when  the  examinations  came  round.  With 
what  g'ief  and  despair  were  these  young  men  then 
overwhelmed,  and  what  seeds  of  profound  hate  were 
implanted  in  their  hearts  ! 

During  Dr.  Gurevitch's  speech  the  Right  and 
Nationalists  tried  to  drown  his  voice,  and  M.  Krupen- 
sky,  the  leader  of  the  "  Coco  "  group,  was  so  noisy 
that  the  President  had  to  call  him  to  order. 

M.  Karauloff  (Right),  member  for  the  Tersk 
Cossack  province,  said  that  every  one  who  was 
acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  i  ntermediate 
schools  must  recognise  that  their  comparison  to  a 
prison  was  rather  feeble,  as  they  resembled  more  a 
torture-chamber  or  a  Procrustean  bed.  Although 
himself  a  convinced  democratical  Monarchist,  he 
considered  that  the  oath  taken  by  members  of  the 
Duma  imposed  upon  them  the  duty  of  declaring, 
candidly  and  honestly,  that  an  irresponsible  Ministry 
would  never  create  a  great  Russia. 

After  the  resolutions  proposed  by  the  various 
groups  had  been  successively  rejected,  the  formula 
moved  by  M.  Schepkin  (Cadet),  to  the  effect  that  the 
Duma  finds  the  explanations  of  the  Minister  of 
Education  to  be  unsatisfactory,  was  adopted  by  160 
votes  to  165. 


Fkhruary  26.  191o. 
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NOTES. 


The  Indictment  of  M.  Kasso. 

The  recent  arrests  of  school-children  in  St. 
Petersburg,  which  provided  the  groundwork  for 
a  spirited  debate  in  the  Duma  last  week,  have 
served  to  focus  public  attention  upon  the  general 
policy  pursued  by  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. M.  Kasso,  in  whose  hands  the  evil  traditions 
that  cling  to  his  office  have  taken  a  still  more 
sinister  hue,  has  given  up  even  the  appearance  of 
having  the  educational  needs  of  the  country  at 
heart.  He  has  turned  his  department  into  a 
police  bureau,  and  all  his  actions  are  inspired  by 
the  motive  of  preventing  the  spread  of  Liberal 
ideas,  or  even  the  most  ordinary  notions  of 
personal  freedom,  in  the  establishments  under 
his  control.  The  sj'stem  that  has  thus  come  into 
being  in  the  schools  is  graphically  described  by 
our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent.  Whether  in 
school  or  out  of  it,  the  pupils  are  subjected  to  a 
continued  round  of  restriction  and  persecution, 
the  effect  of  which  is  absolutely  deadening.  Here 
we  have  the  prime  cause  of  the  suicides  which 
occur  among  Russian  children  of  both  sexes  with 
such  appalling  frequency  ;  and  after  a  perusal  of 
the  facts  set  forth  by  our  correspondent,  we  can 
well  understand  what  justification  M.  Miliukoff 
had  in  the  third  Duma  when,  pointing  to  the 
Government  benches,  he  denounced  M.  Kasso  as 
a  child-murderer. 


Making  Revolutionaries. 

For  it  is  not  of  local  initiative  that  these 
heartrending  conditions  have  come  into  existence. 
The  orders  on  which  the  school  authorities  act 
come  dii-ect  from  the  Ministry  of  Public 
Instruction,  where  the  chief  care  of  the  officials 
seems  to  be  to  devise  some  new  restriction  on 
the  liberty  of  schoolchildren.  We  may  gather 
how  intolerable  the  conditions  must  be  when  a 
member  of  the  Right  is  constrained  to  rise  in 
the  Duma  and  scoff  at  the -notion  of  comparing 
the  Russian  school  with  a  prison,  declaring  that 
a  torture-chamber  would  provide  an  apter  com- 
parison!  Can  it  cause  any  surprise,  then,  if  the 
ranks  of  the  revolutionaries  are  recruited  from 
those  who  intheir  school-days  have  had  such  bitter 
experience  of  the  Government's  loving  care,  and 
who  grow  up  imbued  with  the  fixed  idea  that 
the  most  determined  enemies  of  the  general 
welfare  are  to  be  found  in  the  offices  of  the 
Administration  f  M.  Kasso  is  doing  more  than 
any  other  man  in  Russia  to-day,  not  merely  to 
render  educational  advancement  impossible,  but 
to  prevent  any  reconciliation  between  the  people 
and  their  rulers,  and  his  continued  presence  in 
the  Ministry  is  nothing  short  of  an  outrage. 


Orthodoxy  and  Enlightenment. 

We  have  already  had  occasion  to  refer  to  the 
record  of  the  new  Metropolitan  of  St.  Petersburg, 
Archbishop  Vladimir,  who  has  shown  himself  to 
be  a  Reactionary  of  the  most  uncompromising 


kind.  We  now  learn  that  one  of  his  first  acts 
in  the  office  to  which  he  was  lately  appointed  is 
quite  of  a  piece  with  his  former  attitude  towards 
movements  that  aim  at  raising  the  general  moral 
standai'd.  He  was  consulted  on  the  question  of 
allowing  the  World's  Christian  Student  Federa- 
tion to  establish  branches  in  Russia,  and  this  is 
how  he  replied  :  — 

"Not  only  do  I  personally  object  to  the 
Federation,  but  I  am  also  deeply  convinced  that 
its  organisation  ought  not  to  be  permitted  in 
Russia.  Societies  and  unions  that  undertake  the 
work  of  Christian  salvation  and  enlightenment 
to  which  the  Church  of  Christ  addresses  itself 
should  only  be  sanctioned  by  the  latter's  autho- 
rity, and  in  complete  subordination  to  it.  In  this 
Federation  I  do  not  see  anything  good  or  useful 
for  Orthodox  Russia." 

The  Synod's  Policy. 

It  is  in  pursuance  of  the  same  bigoted  and 
obscurantist  policy  that  the  Holy  Synod  has 
secured  the  rejection  of  the  petition  presented 
to  the  Tsar  by  the  Moscow  Temperance  Brothers, 
who  sought  permission  to  hold  public  meetings 
in  Russia.  On  this  occasion  the  Synod  based  its 
attitude  on  the  suspicion  that  the  Temperance 
Brothers  movement  is  tainted  with  sectarianism. 
But  in  reality  it  is  merely  another  illustration  of 
the  Orthodox  Church's  traditional  apathy  towards 
the  drink  problem,  which  is  more  urgent  in 
Russia  than  in  any  other  country.  The  Russian 
Budget  depends  to  a  viial  extent  on  the  vodka 
monopoly,  and  the  Holy  Synod,  whose  interests 
are  bound  up  with  those  of  the  bureaucracy,  is 
evidently  determined  to  connive  at  nothing  which 
may  tend  to  decrease  the  consumption  of  alcohol. 
"  Clmstian  salvation  and  enlightenment"  may 
only  be  undertaken  by  or  under  the  direct  control 
of  the  Orthodox  Church  ;  and  therefore  private 
endeavour  must  be  rigorously  suppressed.  In 
the  same  way  it  is  criminal  for  any  Temperance 
Society  to  attempt  to  prftt  down  drunkenness. 
But  the  labours  of  the  Church  itself  to  advance 
the  moral  welfare  of  the  people  are  absolutely 
nil,  and  as  long  as  the  authority  of  the  Holy 
Synod  endures  Russia  will  remain,  socially  and 
morally,  the  most  backward  nation  in  Europe. 


Those  Exceptional  Regulations. 

Although  the  Duma  Committee  has  rejected 
the  Cadet  interpellation  denouncing  the  uncon- 
stitutional renewal  from  year  to  year  of  the 
Exceptional  Regulations  of  18S1,  it  would  be  a 
mistake  to  conclude  that  the  majority  of  the 
Duma  is  in  favour  of  a  continuance  of  the 
Okhrana  regime.  Even  the  Golos  Moshvy,  the 
leading  Octobrist  organ,  has  been  moved  to  write 
in  terms  of  unqualified  dissatisfaction  with  the 
present  state  of  affairs  : — 

'•'There  is  no  more  acute  question  than  the 
liberation  of  the  country  from  the  yoke  of  the 
Exceptional  Regulations.     The  day  on  which 
Russia  throws  off  the  chains  of  the  Okhrana, 
and  the  permanent  law  is  restored  to  its  rightful 
pre-eminence,  will  be  a  second  day  of  deliverance 
from  serfdom." 
But,  while  it  has  so  clear  a  perception  of  the 
pernicious  character  of  the  system,  the  Octobrist 
organ,  true  to  the  party's  traditions  of  incon- 
sistency, can  find  no  other  remedy  than  to  leave 
the  solution  of  the  question  to  the  Government, 
"  whose  business  and  right  it  is  to  abolish  the 
Exceptional  Regulations."    But  so  many  other 
urgent  reforms  are  the  "  business  and  right  "  of 
the  Government,  which  shows  itself  so  forgetful 
alike  of  its  obligations  and  of  its  privileges,  that 
it  is  high  time  for  the  Octobrists  to  join  hands 
with  the  Opposition  and  see  what  the  effect  of 
their  combined  pressure  on  the  Cabinet  may  be. 


In  a  case  heard  at  Kiev  in  which  Jews  were  wit- 
nesses the  Deputy  for  the  Public  Prosecutor  warned 
the  jury  to  be  on  their  gaurd  against  the  evidence  of 
Jews,  since  "the  Jewish  law  permits  perjury."  On 
the  demand  of  counsel  for  the  defence,  this  state- 
ment was  entered  in  the  official  report  of  the  case. 


PREMIER   AND  DUMA. 


Right  and  Nationalists  Attempt  to  Force 
M.  Kokovtsoff  s  Hand. 


The  proposal  raised  by  the  Nationalist  deputies  in 
the  Duma  that  the  State  shall  purchase  the  Moscovv- 
Kiev-Voronej  Railway  is  taken  by  M.  Kokovtsoff, 
whose  brother  is  Chairman  of  the  line,  as  a  campaign 
directed  against  himself.  This  has  induced  the 
Nationalist  leaders,  M.  Balashoff,  Count  Bobrinsky, 
and  M.  Tchikhatcheff,  to  meet  the  Right  leaders, 
M.  Markoff,  ex-Governor  Khvostoff,  and  Advocate 
Zamyslovsky,  in  a  consultation  regarding  their  future 
attitude  towards  the  Premier.  At  the  meeting  the 
Nationalists  showed  themselves  inclined  to  be  tract- 
able, and  to  be  satisfied  with  a  guarantee  for  the 
passage  of  their  political  programme  through  the 
Duma  and  the  Council  of  State  ;  but  the  Right 
leaders  insisted  on  the  additional  demand  that 
administrative  measures  should  be  taken  tor  the 
purpose  of  supporting  the  Reactionary  deputies  in 
their  respective  constituencies  in  their  campaign 
against  the  Left  elements.  In  the  end  the  claims  of 
the  Right  prevailed. 

In  explaining  their  grievances  against  the  Premier 
M.  Balashoff  stated  on  behalf  of  his  colleagues  that 
the  Government,  instead  of  creating  a  friendly  work- 
ing majority,  had  weakened  the  Centre  and  strength- 
ened the  Opposition,  with  the  intention  of  leaning  on 
the  Left  Centre.  M.  Kokovtsoff  had  never  given 
any  direct  reply  to  the  demands  put  forward  by 
the  party's  leaders,  preferring  informal  intimations 
thrcugh  private  members,  which  might  be  inter- 
preted as  advances.  If,  however,  he  meant  to  enjoy 
the  support  of  the  Nationalists  and  the  Right,  he 
must  give  up  these  roundabout  methods,  or  seek  the 
support  of  the  Left. 

In  order  to  deprive  the  Nationalists'  Railway  Pur- 
chase Bill  of  the  personal  and  political  character 
impressed  upon  it  by  its  authors,  who  have  not  been 
content  to  treat  it  as  a  purely  financial  measure,  the 
Cadets  and  the  Progressists  will  declare  the  Nation- 
alist proposal  to  be  inadequate,  and  will  raise  the 
question  of  the  general  purchase  by  the  State  of 
various  private  railways. 


RIGHTS   OF  EXILES. 


Politicals  Deprived  of  the  Benefit  of  the 
Law. 


The  political  exiles  of  Kirensk  have  addressed  the 
following  letter  to  M.  Tchkheidze,  a  member  of  the 
Duma  : — 

"  We  bring  to  your  notice  a  most  serious  violation 
of  the  law  committed  against  us  political  exiles. 
Article  144  of  the  Exile  Law  gives  us  the  right,  after 
staying  for  six  consecutive  months  in  the  place  to 
which  we  were  exiled,  to  move  about  freely  within 
the  limits  of  the  province.  This  law  has  been 
violated.  The  district  ot  Kirensk  is  to  the  north  of 
the  province  of  Irkutsk.  It  borders  on  the  province 
of  Yakutsk,  and  is  the  poorest  region  in  the  whole  of 
Siberia.  The  nearest  railway-station  is  about  1,000 
kilometres  away  from  the  town  of  Kirensk.  The 
southern  portion  of  the  same  province,  however — the 
districts  of  Irkutsk,  Nijni-Udinsk,  and  Balagansk — 
are  close  to  the  Siberian  Railway;  agriculture  is 
more  developed  there,  the  population  is  denser,  and 
there  is  an  industrial  and  social  life.  Thus  political 
exiles  have  better  opportunities  of  finding  work  there. 
But,  in  spite  of  the  precise  wording  of  the  law,  no 
political  exile  can  obtain  authority  to  move  his  abode, 
while  all  the  common-law  exiles  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
the  law. 

"  Many  of  us  have  lived  in  exile  for  five  years,  and 
most  of  the  sufferings  we  undergo  arise  from  the 
violation  of  this  law  by  the  authorities.  That  is  why 
we,  exiles  of  Kirensk,  beg  of  you  to  inquire  of  the 
Government  why  the  local  authorities,  by  means  of 
circulars,  have  overridden  the  law  which  governs  the 
life  of  the  exiles." 


M.   JAGIELLO  UNSEATED, 


The  election  of  M.  Jagiello,  Socialist  member  for 
Warsaw,  which  gave  1  ise  to  the  anti-Jewish  demon- 
stration described  in  our  leading  article,  has  been 
declared  by  the  Verification  Committee  of  the  Duma 
to  have  been  irregular  on  the  ground  that,  contrarv 
to  law,  the  Warsaw  electors  exercised  the  franchise 
as  a  matter  of  course,  instead  of  first  specially  apply- 
ing to  be  placed  on  the  register. 


Count  Muravieff,  Governor  of  Poltava,  has  been 
appointed  Governor  of  Moscow  in  order  to  fill  the 
vacancy  that  has  arisen  through  General  Djunkovsky's 
appointment  as  Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior. 
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AMNESTY  HOPES. 

Little  Prospect   of  Release  of  Political 
Offenders. 


It  is  still  impossible  to  make  any  positive  state- 
ment on  the  subject  of  an  amnesty.  The  official 
Information  Agency  lias  already  issued  a  dementi  in 
connection  with  the  rumours  of  a  general  measure 
of  indulgence,  and,  indeed,  to  judge  from  the  attitude 
of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  the  Government  is  by  no  means 
minded  to  "  forgive  and  forget." 

The  well-known  Liberal  publicist,  M.  Arsenieff, 
writes  in  the  Russkia  Vyedomosii: — ■ 

"  The  amnesty  could  only  achieve  its  purpose  if  it 
were  accompanied  by  another  equally  necessary 
and  urgent  measure — namely,  the  abolition  of  the 
system  of  extraordinary  surveillance  which  is  in  force 
over  a  vast  extent  of  territory,  and  which  affects 
nearly  the  whole  population  of  the  Empire.  To  set 
at  liberty  the  victims  of  the  extraordinary  regime  and 
not  to  limit  the  system  itself  by  a  clear  and  unshak- 
able law  would  be  to  give  with  one  hand  and  to 
refuse  with  the  other.  A  new  procession  of  exiles 
will  soon  take  the  place  of  the  old  offenders.    .   .  ." 

From  another  point  of  view,  -the  Novoc  Vremya  is 
just  as  little  enthusiastic  on  the  subject. 

"It  seems  to  me,"  says  M.  Menshikoff,  "that 
extreme  prudence  is  called  for  in  connection  with 
the  amnesty.  It  may  only  make  the  evil  twice  as 
bad  instead  of  effecting  an  improvement.  There  are 
some  striking  legal  statistics  to  hand  which  prove 
that  after  each  Imperial  manifesto  granting  indul- 
gences to  criminals  the  curve  of  crime  takes  a  sharp 
turn  upwards." 

While,  then,  the  Liberals  are  demanding,  along 
with  the  amnesty,  the  abolition  of  the  extraordinary 
regime,  and  the  Reactionaries  are  insisting  that 
no  amnesty  shall  be  granted  at  all,  what  is  the 
Government  likely  to  do  ?  Judging  from  certain 
symptoms  which  have  manifested  themselves,  it  will 
fall  in  with  the  latter  demand.  We  have  already 
drawn  attention  to  the  circular  issued  by  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior  forbidding  Zemstvos  and  munici- 
palities to  discuss  the  topic.  In  the  Duma  the  Com- 
mittee which  examined  the  measure,  already  intro- 
duced by  M.  Miliukoff  into  the  third  Duma,  for 
abolishing  the  Exceptional  Regulations  set  up  as  a 
temporary  expedient  in  1881  has  declined  to  consider 
the  proposal. 

Thus  the  outlook  is  by  no  means  encouraging. 

Discussion  in  the  Provinces. 

The  Romanoff  Tercentenary  Celebration  Com- 
mittee of  the  Town  Council  of  Balagansk,  in  the 
government  of  Irkutsk,  has  resolved  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  Town  Council  of  Krasnoyarsk  in 
petitioning  for  the  commemoration  of  that  historical 
event  by  the  grant  of  a  pardon  to  persons  con- 
demned for  political  offences. 

In  virtue  of  a  prohibitory  circular  issued  on  the 
subject  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  the  Mayor  of 
Kiev  has  ruled  out  of  order  the  discussion  of  a 
motion  bearing  on  the  demand  for  an  amnesty.  The 
President  of  the  Zemstvo  Assembly  of  the  Ekaterin- 
burg district,  in  the  government  of  Perm,  has  also 
removed  the  motion  for  an  amnesty  from  the  agenda 
of  its  proceedings. 

Inthe  "Black  Hundred  "  municipility of  Kkaterino- 
slav  the  question  has  been  touched  upon  and  dis- 
cussed with  mingled  feelings.  The  President  of  the 
Jubilee  Celebration  Committee,  M.  Makarenko,  a 
retired  colonel  of  gendarmerie,  moved  to  petition 
for  an  amnesty  for  denominational  and  literary 
offences,  as  well  as  for  crimes  unconnected  with 
murder,  violence  and  attacks  upon  property.  There- 
upon the  director  of  the  primary  schools  of  the 
Ekaterinodav  government,  M.  Mukhin,  indignantly 
exclaimed  : — 

"  How  dare  you  tender  advice  to  the  authorities ': " 

M.  Scherbinsky,  the  director  of  the  grammar- 
school,  went  further,  and  declared  that  "the  mere 
hint  of  such  a  thing  already  constitutes  an  irremov- 
able shame  and  a  grave  crime." 

"  You  want  to  raise  another  storm  in  the  popular 
Sea  by  returning  robbers  and  revolutionists  to  our 
midst/'  was  the  view  taken  by  a  local  Octobrist, 
M.  I  von  off. 

It  was  only  with  great  difficulty  that  the  unhappy 
chairman  succeeded  in  smoothing  matters  by  an 
appeal  to  hi,  patriotic  past.  His  opponents  were 
appeased,  and  the  Committee  resolved  to  take  the 
daring  step  of  petitioning  the  Governor,  through  the 
Mayor,  for  permission  lo  petition  for  the  grant  of  an 
amnesty. 


The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  at  Kiev  has 
introduced  a  special  form  of  registration  for  several 
categories  cf  Jews  with  a  view  to  keeping  them 
under  observation  and  discovering  whether  they  are 
actually  and  constantly  engaged  in  the  trades  Stated 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

Renewed  Attempts  to  Discredit  Evidence 
for  the  Defence. 

On  the  cause  list  of  the  Senate  stands  the  case  of 
E.  F.  Mischuk,  formerly  head  of  the  Kiev  Detective 
Department,  who  is  charged  with  manufacturing 
evidence  with  regard  to  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky. 
Like  M.  Krassovsky,  who  also  occupied  the  post  of 
head  of  the  Kiev  Detective  Department,  M.  Mischuk 
has  already  been  tried  and  acquitted  by  the  local 
High  Court  along  with  Police  Inspector  Klein  and 
the  constables  Smolovik  and  Padalko. 

The  Public  Prosecutor,  however,  lodged  an  appeal 
against  the  verdict  on  the  ground  of  an  alleged 
irregularity  in  the  composition  of  the  special  bench 
of  the  High  Court  at  the  time  of  M.  Mischuk's  trial, 
because  among  the  class  representatives  the  Marshal 
of  Xobility  was  not  present  in  person. 

Advocate  Grigorovitch-Barsky,  counsel  for  Pedis, 
has  appealed  against  the  reprimand  administered  to 
him  by  the  Kiev  District  Court  for  having  signed  a 
protest  against  the  blood  accusation.  The  Manage- 
ment Committee  of  the  Kiev  Bar  is  also  appealing 
against  the  decision  of  the  Court,  which  constitutes 
an  infringement  on  the  standing  orders. 

A  man  giving  the  name  of  Petroff  has  been 
arrested  along  with  Singayevsky,  the  brother  of 
Vera  Chcbiryak.  On  investigation  it  has  been  found 
that  the  alleged  Petroff  is  none  other  than  Mandze- 
levsky,  the  other  man  described  in  the  depositions  of 
M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky  as  concerned  in  the  murder 
of  Yuschinsky.  Both  Singayevsky  and  Mandzelevsky 
are  now  in  custody  on  charges  of  theft. 

In  their  implacable  hate  against  M.  Krassovsky, 
who  committed  the  grave  offence  of  endeavouring 
to  discover  the  real  murderers  of  Yuschinsky,  the 
authorities  are  determined  to  get  him  condemned  at 
all  costs,  so  as  to  detract  from  the  value  of  his 
evidence. 

Anew  bogus  charge  recently  brought  against  M. 
Krassovsky  as  an  afterthought  consisted  in  the  allega- 
tion that  he  had  retained  possession  of  official  docu- 
ments. But  in  this  case  the  authorities  were  defeated 
by  their  own  excess  of  zeal,  since  M.  Krassovsky  easily 
proved  that  he  had  been  prevented  by  his  sudden 
arrest  from  handing  over  the  documents  in  his 
possession  at  the  proper  time.  The  High  Court  of 
Kiev,  which  tried  fl.  Krassovsky,  accordingly 
acquitted  him  of  the  charge. 


MILITARY  OFFENCES. 


Capital  Punishment  for  Army  Men. 


An  order  bearing  last  year's  date  which  has  just 
been  issued  increases  still  further  the  penalties  for 
political  offences  committed  by  Army  men.  In  cases 
of  crimes  for  which  Articles  1 09-1 18  of  the  Criminal 
Code  punish  civilians  with  penal  servitude  for  life 
military  men  are  liable  to  the  penalty  of  death  ;  penal 
servitude  for  a  term  is  replaced  by  penal  servitude 
for  life  ;  correctional  prison  is  in  many  cases  replaced 
by  penal  servitude  ;  while  ordinary  prison  is  replaced 
by  correctional  prison  for  the  minimum  term  of 
three  years. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  that,  in  spite  of  the  mili- 
tarism of  Germany,  its  code  does  not  provide  the 
death  penalty  for  any  species  of  high  treason.  The 
death  penalty  does  not  exist  in  the  German  Military 
Code,  except  in  time  of  war. 


SUPPRESSION  OF   THE  PRESS. 


The  Acting  Governor  of  Kiev  has  lined  M.  Tar- 
nowski,  editor  of  the  Kiev  Mysl,  150  roubles  for 
having  reproduced  the  comments  of  the  Russkia 
Vyedomosii,  of  Moscow,  on  the  new  Press  Bill. 

The  newspapers  published  in  Western  Siberia 
have  received  an  injunction  to  abstain  from  any 
references  to  the  Mongolian  Ouestion. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Allay,  of  Irkutsk,  which  con- 
tained an  article  entitled  "The  Position  of  Russian 
Trade  in  Mongolia,"  has  been  confiscated. 

The  Volliynia  I'otehta,  of  Jitomir,  has  not  been  able 
to  appear  owing  to  the  arrest  of  its  editor. 


THE  CHURCH  AND  TEMPERANCE. 

The  petition  addressed  to  the  Tsar  by  the  Moscow 
Temperance  Brothers  for  permission  to  hold  public 
meetings  has  been  rejected  at  the  recommendation 
of  the  Holy  Synod,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  suspicion 
entertained  by  the  heads  of  the  Orthodox  Church 
that  the  Temperance  Brothers  movement  is  tainted 
with  sectarian  tenets,  whose  public  discussion  cannot 
be  allowed. 


RUSSIA   AND  FINLAND. 

New   Scheme  for  Dealing   with  Political 
Offences. 

The  Imperial  Government  has  prepared  a  Bill 
providing  for  the  withdrawal  of  all  political  crimes 
committed  within  the  Duchy  of  Finland  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Finnish  courts  and  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Finnish  laws.  It  is  proposed  that  all 
such  cases  shall  be  dealt  with  in  future  in  accordance 
with  the  Russian  laws. 

The  Bill  extends  to  Finland  the  operation  of  the 
Imperial  laws  in  all  cases  of  revolt  against  the 
Sovereign  Power,  crimes  against  the  person  of  the 
Emperor  and  members  of  the  Imperial  House,  State 
treason,  sedition,  resistance  to  the  law,  and  crimes 
against  the  authorities  in  so  far  as  they  bear  a  poli- 
tical character.  The  Bill  also  excludes  from  Finnish 
jurisdiclion  ordinary  crimes  that  may  be  committed 
from  political  motives,  such  as  murder,  armed 
assault,  and  the  damaging  of  railways,  telegraphs, 
&c.  All  such  cases  are  to  come  under  the  cognisance 
of  the  Governing  Senate  and  the  St.  Petersburg 
courts,  where,  with  a  few  exceptions,  they  are  to 
be  dealt  with  in  the  ordinary' way.  The  preliminary 
inquiries  are  to  be  conducted  by  the  Examining 
Magistrates  of  the  District  Cou-t  "of  St.  Petersburg, 
while  questions  as  to  jurisdiction  are  to  be  decided 
by  the  plenary  session  of  the  Cassation  Departments 
of  the  Governing  Senate.  The  Bill  also  embraces 
cases  of  espionage,  and  all  sentences  are  to  be  served 
in  Russia  proper,  and  not  in  Finland. 

The  measure  is  to  be  submitted  for  examination  to 
the  Imperial  Senate  of  Finland,  after  which  it  is  to 
be  communicated  to  the  Finnish  Diet  in  the  manner 
provided  by  the  Imperial  Law  of  June  30th,  1910. 
Diet  and  Duma. 

M.  Markoft,  Vice-President  of  the  Finnish  Senate, 
has  informed  the  Speaker  of  the  Finnish  Diet  that, 
acting  upon  a  decision  of  the  Council  of  Ministers, 
the  Premier  reminds  the  Diet  of  its  duty  to  elect 
members  from  among  the  Finnish  population  to  the 
Duma  and  Council  of  State  in  virtue  of  the  Law  of 
1910.  Although  the  law  referred  to  by  M.  Kokovtsoff 
was  passed  by  the  Russian  Legislature  nearly  three 
years  ago,  the  Finnish  Diet  has  so  far  declined  to 
elect  any  delegates  to  the  Russian  Legislative  Cham- 
bers, as  it  does  not  consider  itself  to  be  a  subordinate 
provincial  assembly,  but  the  legislative  body  of 
another  country.  As  such  it  can  only  be  guided  by 
the  Finnish  laws,  and  the  operation  of  the  Legislatures 
of  other  countries,  including  the  Russian  Empire, 
cannot  be  extended  to  it. 


IRRESPONSIBLE  OFFICIALS. 

At  its  final  sitting  the  Legislative  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  State  completed  its  labours  on  the  Bill 
dealing  with  the  responsibility  of  officials.  On 
the  question  of  the  jurisdiction  under  which  criminal 
officials  should  come  it  decided  that  those  of  the 
seven  lowest  grades  should  be  tried  by  the  assize- 
courts,  but  without  a  jury.  The  higher  officials, 
however,  from  the  eighth  to  the  fourteenth  rank,  are 
only  to  be  tried  by  the  extraordinary  courts,  on  which 
the  various  orders  will  be  represented. 

Thus  the  advice  of  the  Minister  of  Justice  has 
prevailed,  and  the  measure  passed  by  the  Duma  has 
been  completely  disfigured. 


ODESSA  UNIVERSITY. 


The  former  head  of  the  Okhrana  at  Odessa  Uni- 
versity, M.  Vakulin,  was  some  time  ago  bound  over 
by  the  police  not  to  absent  himself  from  Odessa 
pending  the  complaint  brought  against  him  by  the 
University  Registrar,  M.  Gueritch,  against  whom  he 
had  made  charges  of  misconduct  in  the  Press  and  in 
a  report  addressed  to  the  authorities. 

Now,  however,  the  police  have  served  on  M. 
Vakulin  an  order  to  leave  the  precincts  of  the  town 
of  Odessa  within  three  days.  The  inconveniently 
frank  Okhrana  official  has  incurred  this  penalty  for 
having  exposed  a  certain  medical  student,  who  sup- 
plied the  Okhrana  service  with  information  about  his 
fellow-students. 


IMPRISONED  FOR  NOT  SALUTING. 


A  student  of  the  Military  Surgical  Academy  of  St. 
Petersburg  has  been  sentenced  by  the  Disciplinary 
Committee  of  that  institution  to  twenty  days' 
imprisonment  and  the  loss  of  his  scholarship  for  two 
months  for  the  offence  of  not  having  given  the 
military  salute.  For  a  similar  offence  another 
student  has  been  imprisoned  for  seven  days  and 
deprived  of  his  scholarship  for  a  month. 

After  lasting  two  months,  the  strike  at  the  Kharkov 
engine  works  lias  ceased.  By  order  of  the  Governor, 
however,  live  workmen  who  acted  as  the  strikers' 
spokesmen  have  been  expelled  from  the  province. 
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THE  PREROGATIVE  OF  PARDON. 


Amid  all  the  pomp  and  ceremony  of  to- 
morrow's Imperial  rejoicings,  the  most  signifi- 
cant part  of  the  programme  should  be  the 
expected  declaration  of  the  Tsar's  resolve  to 
pardon  a  number  of  the  inmates  of  his  prisons. 
For  sevei-al  weeks  past  all  Russia  has  been  dis- 
cussing, in  private  if  not  in  public,  the  shifting 
prospects  of  a  political  amnesty,  and,  while  at 
one  time  hopes  ran  high,  the  latest  impression  is 
that,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  the  victims 
of  Press  prosecutions,  common-law  criminals 
and  convicted  officials  are  more  likely  to  benefit 
from  the  proclamation  of  mercy  than  political 
offenders.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  interest- 
ing to  glance  at  the  history  of  the  amnesty 
in  Russia,  and  to  refer  to  some  of  the  previous 
occasions  on  which  the  occupants  of  the  Throne 
have  been  moved  to  exercise  their  prerogative 
of  pardon.  At  the  outset,  however,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  word  "  amnesty "  is 
unknown  to  the  Russian  law,  and  that,  accox-ding 
to  legal  formula,  it  is  only  correct  to  speak  of 
individual  acts  of  grace  and  clemency,  which 
form  the  exclusive  privilege  of  the  Monarch. 
With  this  understanding,  the  word  may  still  be 
used  for  convenience'  sake. 

If  the  Tsar  decides  to  restore  a  number  of 
political  prisoners  to  liberty,  he  will  merely  be 
following  the  time-honoured  Romanoff  custom  of 
pardoning  such  offenders  on  a  variety  of  solemn 
occasions.  The  indulgence  used  to  assume  a 
religious  character,  and  its  object  was  to  "  save 
the  soul  "  of  its  author.  Peter  the  Great  fre- 
quently exercised  his  prerogative  after  a  military 
victory,  and  on  these  occasions  he  invariably 
emphasised  the  religious  character  of  the  act. 
His  example  was  followed  by  Catherine  II.,  who 
in  her  numerous  manifestos  to  the  people  used  to 
declare  that  the  pardon  of  political  criminals  was 
not  only  an  act  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  Heaven, 
but  was  also  to  be  recommended  on  grounds  of 
policy — "  because,"  as  she  explained,  "  it  touches 
the  heart,  induces  repentance,  and  disposes  its 
object  to  enter  the  virtuous  path."  Alexander  I. 
on  succeeding  to  the  Throne  granted  a  generous 
amnesty  to  all  those  whose  names  were  inscribed 
in  the  books  of  the  famous  "Secret  Service" 
(which  corresponded  to  the  modern  Okhrana), 
and  at  the  same  time  issued  a  decree  restraining 
the  activities  of  this  body.  Nicholas  I.,  on  the 
othei  hand,  signalised  his  accession  by  striking 
down  the  Decembrists,  and,  although  he  pardoned 
over  10,000  common-law  robbers  and  murderers, 
he  granted  no  indulgence  to  politicals.  A  return 
to  the  old  tradition  was  made  by  Alexander  II., 
whose  coronation  was  commemorated  by  a  wide 
political  amnesty,  ani  who  restored  all  the 
Decembrists  to  their  rights  and  privileges. 

With  the  accession  of  Alexander  III.  a  new 
era  began.  This  Tsar  issued  a  manifesto  in 
which  he  declared  that  he  regarded  political 
offenders  as  common-law  criminals,  that  only  a 
satisfactory  expression  of  repentance  on  their 
part  could  open  the  gates  of  his  clemency,  and 
that  the  act  of  pardon  would  depend  on  the 
advice  of  the  authorities  on  each  individual  case. 
The  present  ruler  has  shown  himself  generally 
inclined  to  follow  the  example  of  his  immediate 
predecessor.  He  has  already  had  occasion  to 
issue  three  manifestos  and  one  ukase  by  which 
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pardon  was  extended  to  prisoners — at  his  mar- 
riage on  November  27th,  189-f,  at  his  coronation 
on  May  28th,  1896,  at  the  birth  of  the  Heir- 
Apparent  on  August  27th,  190-f ,  and  in  connection 
with  the  famous  October  Manifesto  on  November 
3rd,  1905.  The  first  three  made  no  distinction 
between  political  and  common-law  prisoners,  and 
required  an  expression  of  repentance  and  the 
recommendation  of  the  prison  and  police  authori- 
ties. The  ukase  of  1905,  however,  was  more  of 
the  nature  of  a  real  amnesty,  and  merely  stated 
that  it  was  thought  expedient,  in  accordance 
with  the  October  manifesto,  to  "  improve  the 
position  of  certain  persons  who  had  come  to 
grief  in  the  commission  of  political  acts  of 
crime."  The  great  majority  of  these  political 
"  criminals,"  of  course,  were  in  prison  for  the 
precise  offence  of  having  maintained  the  "  immov- 
able foundations  of  civil  liberty "  on  which 
the  October  Manifesto  enlarged.  The  ukase 
only  applied  to  crimes  committed  before 
October  30th,  and  it  was  just  after  that 
date  that  the  formidable  Reform  move- 
ment, which  lasted  till  the  beginning  of  1907 
and  filled  the  prisons  with  more  than  200,000 
men  and  women,  sprang  into  being.  On  behalf 
of  these  prisoners  the  first  Duma  voted  a  general 
amnesty,  and  was  thereupon  dissolved ;  in  the 
interval  before  the  election  of  a  new  assembly 
the  courts -martial  and  the  punitive  expeditions 
did  their  worst ,  on  the-4**ffolution  of  the  second 
Duma  the  Socialist  deputies  were  sent  to  penal 
servitude,  and  the  third  Duma,  subservient  to 
the  Government's  policy  of  repression,  did  not 
raise  a  finger  to  restore  them  to  freedom.  So  far 
the  fourth  Duma  too  has  been  silent  on  the 
amnesty  question. 

From  this  brief  history  the  reader  may  draw 
his  own  conclusions  as  to  the  prospects  of  the 
extension  of  the  Imperial  clemency  to  some  out 
of  the  many  thousands  of  political  prisoners  and 
exiles,  of  whose  extreme  sufferings  we  have 
frequently  given  graphic  descriptions.  Since  all 
doubts  will  be  resolved  to-morrow,  we  are  not 
disposed  to  indulge  in  further  speculation ;  but 
we  await  the  issue  in  deep  anxiety  for  the  fate 
of  many  brave  and  gifted  men  and  women  who 
are  about  to  be  either  recalled  to  life  or  hurled 
back  into  the  tomb  where  death  is  prayed  for 
daily. 

CONDEMNED   FINNISH  JUDGES. 
No  Others  Willing  to  Take  their  Place. 

It  has  not  been  found  possible  to  fill  the  bench  of 
the  Viborg  Court  of  Appeal,  since  all  the  official 
nominees  have  declined  to  accept  the  judgeships 
offered  >them.  Owing  to  the  condemnation  of  the 
former  Judges  by  the  Russian  Courts  the  work  of  the 
Viborg  Court  of  Appeal  is  suspended,  and  the  cases 
on  its  list  are  being  transferred  to  the  Courts  of  Abo 
and  Vasa. 

The  President  of  the  Finnish  Diet  has  declined  the 
Governor-General's  request  that  he  should  persuade 
the  Diet  to  carry  out  the  election  of  Finnish  deputies 
to  the  Duma,  on  the  ground  that  the  constitution  of 
the  Diet  contains  no  provision  whatever  for  its  par- 
ticipation in  the  proceedings  of  the  Russian  Duma. 

The  leaders  of  the  various  parties  in  the  Diet  have 
expressed  their  full  concurrence  with  the  President's 
action.  

Judge  Lyjin,  who  was  accused  of  having  com- 
mitted extensive  forgeries  in  his  capacity  of  examin- 
ing magistrate  in  the  case  of  the  Dashnakzutiun  or 
Armenian  Federation,  has  been  declared  to  be  irre- 
sponsible for  his  actions,  and  the  prosecution  insti- 
tuted against  him  has  been  withdrawn. 


[One  Penny. 


AMNESTY  PROSPECTS. 


Scope  of  the  Tsar's  Manifesto  Outlined. 


It  is  stated  that  the  Council  of  Ministers  has 
resolved,  against  the  advice  of  M.  Scheglovitoff,  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  to  extend  the  full  benefit  of  the 
proposed  Tercentenary  amnesty  to  all  persons  under 
sentence  or  prosecution  for  Press  offences. 

With  regard  to  other  offences,  the  amnesty  will  be 
applied  in  the  first  place  to  officials  convicted  of 
crimes,  including  General  Kurloff  (who  is  expected 
to  be  appointed  Governor  of  the  Amur  province) 
and  Lieut. -Colonel  Kulabko. 

No  pardon  is  to  fall  to  the  share  of  the  former 
Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Lopukhin,  who 
was  not  sufficiently  "  zealous  "  in  the  exercise  of  his 
functions  to  approve  of  the  methods  of  Terrorist 
provocation  employed  by  Azef  ;  it  is,  however, 
expected  that  his  sentence  will  be  mitigated. 


THE    BISHOP   AND    THE  CHILD. 


Would  Christ  Have  Loved  Russian  Jews 
and  Poles  ? 


A  characteristic  story  is  being  told  of  Bishop 
Nikon,  who,  having  disappointed  the  Holy  Synod's 
expectations  in  the  Duma,  where  he  was  to  have 
organised  and  led  the  Clerical  group,  is  now  being 
sent  into  an  honourable  exile  through  the  expedient 
of  Church  promotion. 

Last  Christmas  he  attended  a  party  given  by  the 
leading  physician  at  Kremenetz,  to  which  some 
Jewish  children  had  also  been  invited.  After  supper 
the  Christmas-tree  was  illuminated,  and  the  Bishop 
so  far  descended  from  his  dignity  as  to  join  in  the 
children's  songs  and  dances.  Everything  went  well 
until  he  got  into  conversation  with  his  host's 
daughter. 

"  Do  you  like  Jews  and  Poles  ?"  he  asked  her. 

"  I  like  everybody,"  answered  the  girl. 

"  One  must  not  like  Jews  and  Poles,"  chided  the 
Bishop.    "They  are  our  enemies." 

"  But  did  not  Christ  command  us  to  love  every- 
body ? "  he  was  asked. 

"Oh,  you  little  Revolutionist  !  You  must  not  dare 
to  interpret  the  words  of  the  Saviour  in  that  way," 
exclaimed  the  horrified  prelate.  "  Stand  up,"  he 
commanded  with  growing  anger.  "  Do  you  know 
whom  you  have  before  you  ?  A  member  of  the  Duma, 
you  Revolutionist  ! " 

At  this  the  greatest  confusion  arose.  The  children 
started  crying,  and  many  of  the  guests  began  to  leave, 
whereupon  the  Bishop  also  called  for  his  carriage. 

A  "Real  Russian"  Pounder. 

It  is  recalled  that  Bishop  Nikon  is  one  of  the 
original  supporters  of  the  notorious  Union  of  the 
Russian  People,  branches  of  which  he  helped  to 
found  at  Kremenetz.  He  also  helped  to  promote  the 
Potchayev  Convent  Bank,  from  which  the  poor 
peasants  are  still  unable  to  draw  any  benefits,  or  even 
to  get  back  their  deposits.  In  that  peculiar  bank's 
Articles  of  Association  he  secured  the  insertion  of  a 
resolution  which  may  perhaps  throw  light  on  his 
attempt  to  organise  the  peasant  members  in  the 
Duma,  which  has  given  umbrage  in  influential 
quarters.    This  resolution  runs  as  follows  : — 

"All  measures  shall  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
peasants  from  getting  into  the  hands  of  the  Cadets, 
since  this  would  be  even  worse  than  Jewish  oppres- 
sion." 


ELECTION  ILLEGALITIES. 


Owing  to  the  influence  of  the  Right  in  the  Duma, 
who  are  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  their  leader 
having  to  retire  ignominiousiy  on  account  of  his 
misdeeds  during  the  electoral  campaign  at  Nijni 
Novgorod,  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  ex- 
Governor  Khvostoff  has  been  suspended.  It  is  even 
said  that  it  is  intended  in  high  quarters  to  stop  the 
investigation  altogether. 
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ROMANOFF  TERCENTENARY. 

II.*— The  Evolution  of  Russian  Autocracy. 


As  has  already  been  stated,  the  first  Tsar  of  the 
House  of  Romanoff  was  elected  in  1613  by  a  Zemsky 
Sobor,  or  Land  Assembly,  and  this  naturally  limited 
his  absolutism  to  some  extent.  Further,  after  the 
Troubled  Times  the  condition  of  Russia  became  so 
unhappy  and  its  administration  and  finances  so  dis- 
organised that  the  Government  found  itself  com- 
pelled to  appeal  to  the  public  for  support.  During 
the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth  century  the  Govern- 
ment accordingly  convened  a  number  of  Land 
Assemblies  and  paid  regard  to  their  opinions.  But 
in  the  second  half  of  the  century  the  Tsar  Alexis 
Michaelovitch  thought  fit  to  dispense  with  the 
Zemsky  Sobor,  thus  freeing  his  Government  from  all 
public  control,  and  the  efforts  of  the  merchant  class 
to  obtain  its  revival  in  1662  were  ineffectual. 

In  1767,  during  her  brief  "  Liberal  "  period,  Cathe- 
rine II.  convened  a  Commission  for  the  purpose  of 
drafting  a  new  Code,  and  in  this  work  representa- 
tives of  public  opinion  took  part.  But  when  some  of 
them  ventured  to  criticise  the  administrative  system 
and  to  describe  the  sad  condition  of  the  people,  the 
Commission  was  dissolved.  In  the  reign  of  Alex- 
ander I.  there  was  again  some  talk  of  a  Constitution, 
and  one  of  the  statesmen  of  the  time,  Speransky, 
even  worked  out  a  very  moderate  scheme  of  Consti- 
tutional reform  ;  but,  in  spite  of  its  moderation,  it 
gave  the  Tsar  such  a  fright  that  he  sent  its  author 
into  exile. 

This  sums  up  the  whole  of  the  Government's 
experiments  in  the  way  of  appealing  to  the  public 
and  of  introducing  a  Constitution  from  above  ;  but, 
when  the  public  itself  began  to  display  Constitutional 
aspirations,  the  Government  treated  their  movements 
as  riots,  and  punished  them  with  the  utmost  severity. 
Tsarism  visited  the  movement  of  the  Decabrists  (or 
Decembrists),  which  culminated  in  an  attempted 
armed  revolt  on  December  26th,  1825,  with  execu- 
tions and  penal  servitude,  and  the  same  reply  was 
made  to  all  subsequent  manifestations  of  political 
disaffection. 

The  Autocracy   and.  the  Church. 

In  its  endeavours  to  suppress  all  public  initiative 
the  Autocracy  even  felt  afraid  of  its  natural  allies, 
such  as  the  Orthodox  Church.  Peter  the  Great, 
whose  reign,  contrary  to  accepted  opinion,  was  not  so 
much  the  beginning  of  a  new  epoch  as  a  summing- 
up  of  a  previous  development,  abolished  the  dignity 
of  Patriarch  simply  because  he  wished  to  remove  the 
very  possibility  of  independence  on  the  part  of  the 
ecclesiastical  authority,  which  he  turned  into  the 
obedient  instrument  of  Tsarism.  For  this  purpose 
he  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Church  a  Holy  Synod 
composed  of  prelates  appointed  by  the  Tsar  and 
subordinated  to  a  Government  official  bearing  the  title 
of  Senior  Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod.  The  clergy 
thus  became  the  bureaucratic  and  police  agents  of 
the  Autocracy. 

As  for  communal  self-government,  it  was  crushed 
altogether  by  the  Autocracy.  The  latter  was  even 
intent  upon  limiting  the  corporate  self-government 
of  the  gentry,  and  when  Peter  I.  created  a  Regular 
Army  he  did  so  in  pursuance  of  not  only  a  foreign 
but  also  an  internal  policy.  The  gentry  militia  then 
existing,  besides  being  obsolete,  was  hardly  reliable 
in  a  political  sense,  and  that  is  why  Peter  I.  embodied 
in  the  statutes  of  the  newly-created  Regular  Army 
the  following  declaration  of  Absolutism  : — 

"  The  Tsar  is  an  Autocrat,  and  has  to  render 
account  to  no  person  whatsoever." 

Bule   of  the  Nobility. 

It  was  only  the  standing  Army  that  made  the  Tsar 
feel  independent  of  his  subjects,  who  were  separated 
from  him  by  a  wall  of  bayonets.  But,  inasmuch  as 
the  officers'  corps  was  composed  of  the  gentry,  the 
latter  still  remained  masters  of  the  situation,  so  that 
in  case  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  Tsar  the  noble 
officers  of  the  guards  would  depose  him  without 
stopping  at  bloodshed ;  such  was  the  case  with 
Peter  III.,  the  husband  of  Catherine  II.,  and  of  the 
latter's  son,  Paul  I.  Altogether  the  second  half  of 
the  eighteenth  century  was  marked  by  the  rule  of 
noble  praetorians,  who  disposed  of  the  Imperial 
throne  at  their  own  discretion. 

But  the  Russian  Tsars  had  to  put  up  with  the 
"professional  risk"  involved  in  their  contact  with 
the  gentry.  The  latter,  after  all,  were  the  only  class 
upon  which  the  Monarchy  could  lean,  their  economic 
and  social  interests  being  identical.  While  Peter  I. 
had  almost  to  drag  the  squires  by  force  from  their 
inherited  estates,  pressing  them  into  the  Army  or  into 
the  Civil  Service,  the  gentry  were  not  slow  to  per- 
ceive the  advantages  of  such  participation  in  the 
government  of  the  country,  so  that,  under  Peter's 
successors,  they  willingly  became  "  the  paste  out  of 
which  the  Autocracy  baked  its  officials."  Even  now 
the  higher  ranks  of  the  Army  and  the  Civil  Service 

*  The  previous  article  appeared  laM  week. 


are  almost  exclusively  recruited  from  the  gentry,  as 
nobility  coupled  with  the  possession  of  a  large  estate 
bestows  in  Russia  a  sort  of  legal  claim  to  high 
posts  in  the  Administration.  We  thus  find  that, 
although  the  Russian  Monarchy  arose  on  the  ruins  of 
the  feudalism  of  the  boyars,  some  feudal  features  of 
the  old  Autocracy  have  survived  to  this  day.  This 
semi-feudal  aristocratic  character  of  the  social  struc- 
ture of  the  Russian  State  has  remained  untouched 
during  the  three  centuries  of  the  Romanoff  dynasty, 
notwithstanding  the  considerable  alterations  that 
have  taken  place  in  the  external  forms  of  the  Admini- 
stration. But  these  alterations  have  been  merely 
verbal,  and  the  fundamental  principle  has  remained 
unchanged- — that,  namely,  of  an  Autocratic  Tsar  who 
governs  the  country  with  the  aid  of  the  landed 
gentry. 

Another  characteristic  feature  of  Russian  life  in 
the  eighteenth  and  during  the  first  half  of  the  nine- 
teenth centuries  was  the  division  of  society  into 
sharply  defined  orders  or  classes.  The  clergy,  the 
merchants,  the  artisans,  the  gentry,  and  the  peasantry 
werednided  from  one  another  by  insuperable  legal 
barriers,  which  have  not  been  entirely  removed  even 
now.  Legal  equality  was  unknown  :  the  "gentle- 
man "  treated  other  subjects  as  inferior  beings,  and 
freely  used  his  fist  in  his  dealings  not  only  with  the 
peasant,  but  also  with  the  tradesman  and  the  clergy- 
man. 

Condition  of  the  Peasants. 

But  worst  of  all  was  the  condition  of  the  peasants 
throughout  the  seventeenth,  eighteenth,  and  the  first 
half  of  the  nineteenth  centuries,  during  which  period 
their  position,  instead  of  improving,  grew  ever  more 
intolerable.  The  increased  market  for  agricultural 
produce  in  the  sixteenth  century  had  led  to  the 
introduction  of  serfdom  ;  but  as  long  as  the  market 
remained  domestic  and  local  there  was  a  limit  to 
production,  so  that  the  landowner  did  not  require 
the  whole  time  and  labour  of  the  peasants  for  him- 
self. As  a  rule  he  reserved  for  himself  about  a  half 
of  the  land,  allowing  the  peasants  the  use  of  the 
other  half  on  condition  that  for  three  days  in  the 
week  they  cultivated  his  own  ground.  But  towards 
the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  at  the 
beginning  of  the  nineteenth  Russian  grain  made  its 
appearance  on  the  international  market,  where  it 
found  an  ever-growing  outlet.  In  1758  grain  was 
exported  to  the  value  of  114,000  roubles  ;  by  1847  it 
had  risen  to  70  millions.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
second  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century  Russia  was 
already  exporting  one-fifth  of  her  total  crop  of  grain. 
The  rapid  developments  this  trade  opened  up  pro- 
spects of  enrichment  tp  the  landowners,  who,  while 
increasing  their  own  agricultural  operations,  reduced 
the  peasants'  allotments,  and  made  them  now  work 
the  landowner's  portion  no  longer  three,  but  four, 
five,  and  even  six  days  of  the  week.  The  life  of  the 
peasant  became  that  of  a  convict  performing  hard 
labour  from  morning  till  night  under  the  knout  of  the 
overseer. 

Trade   in  Human  Life. 

Far  from  protecting  the  peasants  from  the  pitiless 
spoliation  of  the  landowners,  the  Autocratic  Govern- 
ment issued  special  laws  in  order  to  extend  the  power 
oflthe  latter,  transforming  the  peasants  into  "  baptised 
chattels"  of  the  squires.  An  Imperial  Ukase  dated 
1747  conferred  upon  the  landowners  the  right  of 
selling  the  peasants,  and  the  trade  in  human  life 
went  on  uninterruptedly  down  to  1861,  separating 
parents  from  their  children  and  wives  from  their 
husbands.  In  1760  the  gentry  obtained  the  right  of 
deporting  offending  peasants  to  Siberia  without  trial, 
while  an  Imperial  Ukase  issued  in  1767  prohibited 
the  peasants  from  complaining  to  the  Tsar  or 
to  the  law  courts  against  any  oppressive  acts  of 
the  landowners.  Those  peasants  who  could  not 
reconcile  themselves  to  the  altered  conditions  would 
run  away  into  the  steppes  of  the  South  or  to  the  shores 
of  the  Lower  Volga,  and  from  these  districts  they 
sometimes  raised  the  standard  of  revolt  against  the 
gentry  and  the  Government.  The  second  half  of 
the  seventeenth  century  was  thus  signalised  by  the 
revolt  of  Stenka  Razin,  and  the  eighteenth  by 
that  of  Pugatcheff  ;  and  although  both  these  were 
put  down,  outbreaks  occurred  again  and  again  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  These  riots  often 
spread  over  an  enormous  extent  of  territory,  and  the 
peasant  rising  of  1848  embraced  no  fewer  than 
twenty-seven  governments. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Nicholas  I.  it 
became  clear  that  serfdom  could  not  be  maintained 
any  longer,  not  only  for  fear  of  a  peasant  revolution, 
but  also  on  account  of  the  country's  economic 
development.  The  more  complicated  problems  of 
foreign  policy,  conquest,  and  territorial  acquisition 
involved  the  growth  of  the  armed  forces  of  the 
Crown.  The  Russian  Army,  from  200,000  men 
under  Peter  the  Great  and  400,000  under  Cathe- 
rine II.,  grew  to  800,000  in  1812  and  a  million  and  a 
half  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

The  introduction  of  a  standing  Army  and  the 
establishment  of  a  Navy  had  compelled  Peter  the 
Great  and  his  successors  to  promote  the  develop- 
ment of  industry.  This  development,  however,  was 
hampered   by  the  want  of  a  supply  of  suitable 


labour.  The  law  of  1728  therefore  granted  Roman 
merchan  s  permission  to  purchase  serfs  for  factory 
work  But  when  the  gentry  came  to  perceive  that 
in  industry  lay  a  new  source  of  income  they  secured 
fin  1762 j  the  abolition  of  that  law  ;  serf  labour  was 
now  prohibited  in  all  factories  that  were  not  owned 
by  he  gentry,  who  set  themselves  to  organise  indus- 
trial enterprises. 

By  reducing  the  peasants  to  utter  beggary -erfdom 
had  impeded  the  growth  of  consumption  on  the 
domestic  market,  while  the  legal  inequality  of  the 
classes,  inherent  in  the  ri&nu  of  serfdom,  and  the 
ignorance  of  the  masses  prevented  the  development 
of  skilled  labour,  personal  initiative,  and  energy. 

u  Colossus  with  Feet  of  Clay." 

About  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century 
Russia  found  herself  in  a  state  of  complete  internal 
crisis  and  decomposition.  The  national  economy 
finance,  administration,  justice,  and  public  educa- 
tion presented  an  alarming  picture  of  decay  and  the 
Autocracy  and  the  gentry  obstinately  refused  all 
reforms.  It  required  the  stunning  blow  of  the 
Crimean  debacle,  which  proved  the  Russian  Auto- 
cracy to  be  a  Colossus  with  feet  of  clay,  to  induce 
Isansm  to  make  a  few  slight  concession^  The 
essential  contradiction  between  the  Autocratic  form 
of  government  and  the  new  demands  of  national  life 
were  palpably  and  sharply  laid  bare  by  the  roar  of  the 
cannon  on  the  bastions  of  Sebastopol. 

After  the  Crimean  War  came  the  so-called  "era  of 
great  reforms,"  and  this  was  soon  succeeded  by  a 
period  of  political  reaction  which  lasted  down  to 
1905. 

My  next  article  will  deal  with  the  development  of 
Russia  during  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  and  examine  the  causes  which  gave  rise  to 
the  revolutionary  movement  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century. 

GREGOIRE  Alexixsky  (Member  of 
the  Second  Duma). 


JEWS   AND   THE  BAR. 

Drastic   Proceedings  Announced  by 
Minister  of  Justice. 


the 


In  reply  to  a  deputation  sent  by  the  Jewish 
lawyers  of  Kiev  to  St.  Petersburg  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  removal  of  the  newly-introduced 
restrictions  of  their  rights,  M.  Scheglovitoff  has 
stated  his  determination  to  refuse  Jews  admittance 
to  the  Bar  for  a  period  of  at  least  twenty  years, 
until  the  proportion  of  Jewish  advocates  to  the  total 
number  has  been  reduced  to  3  per  cent. 


HOLY   SYNOD   AND  DIVORCE 


Desertion  from  Orthodoxy  Suggested  as 
New  Ground  for  Dissolution. 

The  legal  adviser  of  the  Holy  Synod  has  drafted  a 
Bill  which  seeks  to  amend  the  Russian  law  of  divorce. 
Several  fresh  grounds  for  divorce  are  proposed, 
among  them  being  desertion  of  the  Orthodox  Church 
by  either  party  for  a  heterodox  faith  or  fcr  any  sect 
of  a  non-Christian  character. 


PROPOSED    AMERICAN  BOYCOTT 

The  Zemstvo  of  the  government  of  Minsk  has 
declined  to  accept  the  proposal  of  the  Cherson 
Zemstvo  to  boycott  American  machinery  on  patriotic 
grounds.  The  boycott,  which  was  first  advocated  by 
the  Octobrist  leader,  M.  Gutchkoff,  was  intended  as 
a  measure  of  retaliation  for  the  denunciation  of  the 
Russo-American  Commercial  Treaty  by  the  United 
States  on  account  of  the  Russian  Government's 
failure  to  honour  passports  issued  to  American 
Jewish  citizens. 

AGRARIAN  TROUBLES. 


In  the  village  of  Lomatitche,  in  Volhynia,  one  pea- 
sant has  been  killed  by  the  police  and  five  wounded 
owing  to  agrarian  troubles. 

General  Melnikoff  explains  in  the  Jizn  Volhyniy 
that  several  isolated  allotment-holders,  dissatisfied 
with  the  boundaries  of  their  lands,  had  carried  on  an 
agitation  among  the  communal  holders,  which 
resulted  in  the  peasants  making  an  attack  on  the 
police  commissary  and  the  surveyor.  When  the 
guards  fired  a  few  shots  the  crowd  broke  the  windows 
at  the  commissary's  residence,  and  dispersed  the 
guards.  The  casualties  mentioned  occurred  during 
tlie  shooting  by  the  guards. 


SEVEN   YEARS  AFTER. 


A  member  of  the  first  Duma,  M.  Michaelitchenko, 
has  just  been  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprison- 
ment for  having  signed  the  Viborg  Manifesto  in  1906, 
on  the  dissolution  of  the  Duma. 


March  5,  1913. 
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NOTES. 


The  Tercentenary. 

To-morrow  the  Tsar  and  his  people  celebrate 
the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Romanoff  dynasty,  and  we  would  wish 
our  congratulations  to  be  added  to  the  many 
messages  of  goodwill  by  which  the  occasion  will 
be  signalised.  Naturally  our  demeanour  must 
needs  be  respectful  rather  than  effusive,  and  our 
reflections  in  connection  with  the  celebration 
cannot  help  assuming  a  sombre  tinge.  We  will 
not  attempt  to  flatter  Russia  or  her  ruler  with 
-the  assumption  that  three  hundred  years  of 
glorious  history  have  now  been  completed. 
Looking  backward,  we  find  very  few  silver 
streaks  among  the  clouds,  and  gazing  about  us 
to-day  we  fail  to  perceive  any  appreciable 
lightening  of  the  gloom.  We  prefer,  therefore, 
to  fix  our  eyes  upon  the  future,  and  to  express 
the  fervent  hope  that  to-morrow's  date  may  be 
marked  in  characters  of  gold  upon  the  Russian 
calendar  as  the  beginning  of  a  new  era.  If  the 
Tsar  and  his  advisers  will  but  exercise  their 
imagination  in  the  midst  of  the  jubilee  cere- 
monies, and  try  to  picture  to  themselves  how 
great  Russia  might  become  under  a  liberal  and 
humane  system  of  government,  the  commemora- 
tion will  have  justified  itself  on  other  than  his- 
torical grounds,  and  out  of  the  present  discontent 
will  arise  a  new  loyalty  and  a  new  patriotism,  on 
which  the  Throne  will  rest  most  gloriously 
pinnacled . 

The  Boycott  Blunder. 

Those  usually  clear-headed  Poles  who,  stung 
by  the  defeat  of  the  "  Concentration  "  candidate 
for  the  Duma  at  the  hands  of  the  Jewish  voters 
of  Warsaw,  lost  then'  self-control  and  allowed 
themselves  to  be  rushed  by  the  anti-Semites  into 
the  blunder  of  a  Jewish  boycott  should  be  sobered 
by  the  latest  result  of  their  suicidal  policy.  As 
was  only  to  be  expected,  the  Russian  authorities 
have  discovered  in  the  boycott  a  welcome  oppor- 
tunity of  discrediting  the  Poles,  and  are  making 
good  use  of  their  advantage.  For  many  years 
the  Administration  strove  to  effect  a  split  in  the 
Polish  ranks,  and  at  the  same  time  to  degrade 
the  country  in  the  sight  of  the  world,  by 
encouraging  the  organisation  of  anti-Jewish 
pogroms.  The  Poles,  however,  were  too  civilised 
a  people  to  be  caught  in  that  snare,  and  for  what 
was  accomplished  in  the  pogrom  line  the  respon- 
sibility rests  with  the  Russian  soldiery.  Now, 
however,  the  Government  has  the  unbounded 
satisfaction  of  seeing  its  game  played  by  the 
Poles  themselves,  without  any  prompting  from 
St.  Petersburg;  and  it  has  accordingly  been  able 
to  step  in,  ostensibly  taking  the  novel  part  of  the 
protector  of  the  Jews,  and  in  the  process  con- 
triving to  strike  another  blow  at  the  rights  of 
the  Polish  people  in  general. 

An  Official  Coup. 

The  opportunity  came  when  the  great  national 
and  cultural  organisation  known  as  the  Kultura 


Polska  caught  the  anti-Jewish  infection.  In  the 
enforced  absence  of  a  Polish  University,  and 
with  Polish  schools  and  Polish  political  organi- 
sations ruthlessly  repressed  by  the  Russian 
Administration,  this  body,  with  its  thirty-seven 
branches,  was  the  only  institution  that  united  all 
the  intellectual  elements  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Poland  ;  it  formed,  in  fact,  a  kind  of  national 
Parliament  based  upon  culture,  and  as  such  was 
intensely  disliked  by  the  Russian  authorities. 
Recently,  however,  even  this  body  caught  the 
fever  engendered  by  the  Warsaw  election,  and 
framed  certain  new  rules  of  such  a  character  that 
most  of  its  Jewish  members  considered  them- 
selves morally  bound  to  send  in  their  resignations. 
The  struggle  that  was  proceeding  within  the 
ranks  of  the  organisation  over  the  new  rules  was 
cut  short  by  the  police,  who  suddenly  appeared 
with  an  order  from  the  Governor  of  Warsaw 
decreeing  the  immediate  dissolution  of  the 
society,  with  all  its  branches,  libraries,  and  other 
institutions.  This  drastic  coup,  which  robs 
Poland  of  her  only  national  representative  body, 
was  effected  by  virtue  of  an  article  contained  in 
the  Regulations  dealing  with  unions  and  associa- 
tions, which  gives  the  Governor  the  right  to 
dissolve  any  body  that  is  considered  dangerous 
to  public  order  or  morality  ;  and  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  it  was  the  anti-Jewish  agitation 
that  provided  the  authorities  with  the  desired 
excuse  for  intervening. 


The  New  Election  in  Warsaw. 

Such  are  the  first-fruits  which  Poland  has 
gathered  in  from  the  boycott  movement,  and  in 
view  of  the  remarks  in  our  last  issue  it  should 
be  unnecessary  to  labour  the  moral.  Perhaps, 
however,  the  boycott  has  already  received  its 
quietus  from  another  quarter ;  for,  as  we 
announced  last  week,  M.  Jagiello,  whose  election 
was  the  cause  of  the  quarrel,  has  been  declared 
unseated  on  technical  grounds,  and,  although  the 
decision  of  the  Duma  Committee  is  one  that 
lends  itself  to  considerable  discussion  of  a  legal 
character,  perhaps  the  Jews  and  the  other  Poles 
will  now  find  it  possible  to  arrive  at  an  under- 
standing, and  the  new  election  in  Warsaw  will 
find  all  the  better-mirded  sections  of  the  popula- 
tion united  in  the  resolve  to  work  shoulder  to 
shoulder  against  the  common  enemy.  The 
lesson  is  assuredly  one  that  will  not  easily  be 
forgotten  in  Poland. 


English  Lawyers  and  Finnish  Judges. 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  public  attention  in 
this  country  has  been  drawn  to  the  outrageous 
treatment  of  the  Finnish  judges  at  the  hands  of 
the  Russian  Administration.  An  earnestly- 
worded  protest,  signed  by  Sir  Edward  Fry,  Sir 
Frederick  Pollock,  and  a  number  of  other  distin- 
guished members  of  the  legal  profession  in  Eng- 
land, has  been  issued,  and  the  document  is  one 
that  should  make  the  Russian  authorities  fully 
aware  of  what  is  the  prevailing  opinion  abroad  of 
their  infamous  conduct.  The  arrest  and  con- 
demnation by  the  St.  Petersburg  courts  of  the 
members  of  the  Viborg  Court  of  Appeal,  because 
they  refused  to  violate  their  own  country's  Con- 
stitution by  applying  a  Russian-made  law  which 
had  not  received  the  sanction  of  the  Diet,  is 
stigmatised  as  an  "  unconstitutional  action  "  and 
a  "  serious  injustice,"  and  the  signatories  protest, 
in  the  name  of  common  justice  and  humanity, 
against  "this  high-handed  violation  of  the  most 
sacred  functions  of  civilised  society."  For  so 
timely  and  well-spoken  an  expression  of  feeling  the 
Finnish  people  will  be  extremely  grateful  to  the 
English  Bar,  whose  unrivalled  prestige  is  not  for 
the  first  time  employed  to  champion  their  cause. 
The  Russian  authorities  must  be  growing  more 
and  more  concerned  at  the  progress  of  the 
"passive  resistance"  movement  in  the  Grand 
Duchy,  and  at  the  attention  it  is  attracting 
abroad.    The  difficulties  in  which  they  have  so 


recklessly  involved  themselves  will  not  be 
lightened  by  the  fact  that  not  a  properly  qualified 
Finn  can  be  found  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the 
Viborg  Court  of  Appeal,  and  unless  they  right 
matters  in  time  they  may  find  the  very  embar- 
rassing strike  of  pilots  succeeded  by  a  general 
strike  of  judges.  Indeed,  with  a  united  and 
determined  nation  at  the  back  of  it,  the  "  passive 
resistance "  campaign  is  capable  of  unlimited 
development,  and  no  coercion  can  avail  against  it. 


BISHOP   RAIDS    A  CHURCH. 

Strange  Interruption  of    an   "  Orthodox 
Catholic  "  Service. 


During  the  Sunday  service  at  the  Russian  Catholic 
Church  in  St.  Petersburg  Bishop  Nicander  suddenly 
entered,  accompanied  by  three  men  in  lay  attire,  and, 
marching  to  the  altar,  addressed  the  following  ques- 
tion to  the  officiating  priest  : — 

"  Is  this  an  Orthodox  church  ?  " 

Interrupting  the  service,  Father  John  approached 
the  Bishop,  to  whom  he  replied  : — 

"  It  is  an  Orthodox-Catholic  church." 

"  Do  you  recognise  the  Synod  ? " 

"  We  recognise  the  Pope." 

At  this  reply  Bishop  Nicander  withdrew  from  the 
altar,  and,  after  crossing  himself  before  the  image  of 
the  Saviour,  addressed  the  congregation  in  a  loud  voice 
as  follows  : — 

"  They  are  deceiving  you.  This  is  not  an  Orthodox, 
but  a  Catholic  church.  This  is  no  proper  place  for 
Orthodox  people.  I  summon  you  to  leave  this  house 
at  once,  and  if  any  of  the  Orthodox  remain  they  will 
be  excommunicated." 

As  none  of  the  congregation  showed  any  inclina- 
tion to  stir,  the  Bishop  went  on  : — 

"  I  shall  immediately  call  a  commissary  of  police 
to  draw  up  a  report." 

At  this  Father  John  ascended  the  pulpit  and  said  to 
the  Bishop  :— 

"  Your  Eminence,  be  good  enough  to  pray  with  us 
and  to  remain  till  the  end  of  the  service,  when  you 
will  convince  yourself  that  we  are  doing  nothing  that 
is  objectionable." 

Without  deigning  to  reply,  Bishop  Nicander  went 
to  the  entrance  and  ordered  the  police  to  be 
sent  for,  whereupon  Father  John,  addressing  his 
flock,  begged  them  to  remain  calm.  "  Our  church," 
he  said,  "  has  been  authorised  by  the  Government. 
We  do  not  entice  any  one,  nor  do  we  detain  any  here 
by  force.  If  there  is  any  one  who  does  not  wish  to 
pray  with  us,  let  him  leave.'' 

As  none  of  those  present  would  leave,  the  service 
proceeded  in  the  usual  way. 


SUPPRESSION   OF   THE  PRESS. 


The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  has  fined  the  editor 
of  the  review  Syevemya  Zapiski  250  roubles,  or  seven 
weeks'  imprisonment  in  default,  for  having  published 
two  articles  entitled  "  Political  Notes  "  and  "  At  the 
Turning  Point." 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Lettish  newspaper  Dzivcs 
Bals,  of  Riga,  has  been  confiscated  for  the  publica- 
tion of  an  article  on  equal  rights  for  women. 

The  weekly  isssue  of  the  jildische  Woch,  of  War- 
saw, has  been  confiscated  for  the  publication  of  a 
paragraph  headed  "  The  Governors  on  the  Boycott." 

No.  32  of  the  Pravda  has  been  confiscated  for  an 
article  entitled  "  The  Cadet  Bills." 

A  printer  and  an  engineer  have  been  sentenced  to 
a  year's  imprisonment  by  the  High  Court  of  Moscow 
for  the  publication  of  the  late  Count  Leo  Tolstoy's 
pamphlet  on  the  Peasant  Disorders. 

The  Novaya  Sibir  of  Irkutsk,  which  has  been  the 
constant  object  of  official  persecution  on  account  of 
its  Progressive  principles,  has  found  itself  compelled 
to  cease  publication. 


EXPULSIONS   OF  JEWS. 


Numerous  expulsions  of  Jewish  families  are  pro- 
ceeding throughout  the  Pinsk  district  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Minsk.  Even  those  born  in  the  villages  are 
not  spared,  while  those  who  cannot  be  expelled, 
owing  to  their  indisputable  right  of  residence,  are 
prevented  from  earning  their  living  by  the  refusal 
to  grant  them  trade  licences. 

According  to  rumour,  suspended  expulsion  orders 
will  be  cancelled  on  the  occasion  of  the  Tercentenary 
celebration^,  while  the  300-rouble  fines  imposed 
upon  Jewish  parents  whose  sons,  having  emigrated 
before  the  age  of  conscription,  have  not  joined  the 
Army  are  also  to  be  remitted. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 


Caresses  and  Insults. 

[From  Our  Polish  Correspondent.] 

Russian  politicians  are  just  now  employing  double- 
dealing  methods  in  their  treatment  of  the  Polish 
question.  With  one  hand  they  coax  and  caress, 
while  with  the  other  they  continually  deal  out  blows 
and  insults.  M.  Kokovtsoff  presented  the  public 
with  a  charming  idyll  when  he  spoke  recently  of  the 
mutual  relations  of  Russians  and  Poles  ;  and  the 
Novoe  Vremya  has  been  setting  itself  to  prove  that 
the  position  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  is  quite 
favourable,  and  at  any  rate,  thanks  to  the  many  agri- 
cultural reforms  carried  out  with  the  help  of  the 
Government,  far  better  than  that  of  Galicia.  The 
Polish  Press,  effectively  muzzled  as  it  is,  cannot 
refute  these  inventions  ;  but,  in  order  to  rectify  to 
some  extent  the  notions  suggested  to  foreigners 
by  the  statements  of  the  Novoe  Vremya,  certain 
statistics  have  been  published  which  throw  another 
light  upon  the  "  economic  and  cultural  progress"  of 
Poland  under  Russian  protection. 

Education  on  the  Down-grade. 

The  Kingdom  of  Poland  is  the  only  European 
country  in  which  for  many  years  past  the  education 
of  the  masses  has  followed  a  retrograde  course,  with 
the  result  that  the  proportion  of  illiterates  has  been 
continually  increasing.  While  in  1831,  when  this 
province  enjoyed  autonomy,  one  school  had  to  suffice 
for  every  3,000  inhabitants,  now  there  is  only  one  for 
every  3,300.  In  the  former  year  the  number  of 
illiterates  formed  60  per  cent,  of  the  total  popula- 
tion;  to-day  it  is  nearly  80  per  cent.  In  1864  and 
again  in  1893  this  decline  was  officially  admitted, 
and  for  the  last  thirty  years  the  annual  official 
reports  have  invariably  borne  witness  to  the  existence 
of  the  same  conditions. 

Some  further  statistics,  bearing  upon  another  and 
equally  gloomy  aspect  of  the  administration,  may  be 
quoted.  In  the  single  city  of  Warsaw  no  fewer 
than  332  cases  of  brigandage  were  brought  to  light 
within  the  past  year,  and  there  are  an  even  greater 
number  of  cases  which  did  not  find  their  way  into 
the  reports  because  the  criminals  succeeded  in 
escaping.  Unfortunately,  there  is  little  prospect  that 
this  deplorable  state  of  affairs  will  come  to  an  end. 
The  authorities  are  too  much  occupied  with  stamping 
out  "  secret  teaching,"  "  Catholic  propaganda,"  and 
similar  crimes  to  have  much  time  for  putting  down 
brigandage,  and  too  often  it  -has  been  shown  that 
they  are  actually  in  alliance  with  the  robber  chiefs. 

The  Government's  "  Economies." 

The  Russian  administration  of  Poland  may  justlv 
be  described  as  a  system  of  pillage.  The  Imperial 
Exchequer  levies  large  contributions  from  the 
country,  and  in  return  sweats  it  and  practises 
"economy"  at  its  expense.  How  this  system  works 
in  the  spheres  of  education  and  public  security 
readers  of  Darkest  Russia  are  sufficiently  well 
aware.  In  the  same  connection  it  has  to  be  noted 
that  the  annual  report  of  the  Railway  Administration 
boasts  cf  the  "saving"  effected  by  the  dismissal  of 
832  Polish  officials.  One  of  the  most  amazing  reforms 
effected  in  pursuance  of  the  policy  of  economy  con- 
sists in  the  removal  of  eleven  medical  specialists 
from  their  posts,  by  which  40,000  roubles  is  saved, 
and  the  order  given  to  the  other  physicians  not  to 
prescribe  drugs  that  will  cost  more  than  one  rouble 
per  head  per  annum.  The  number  of  other 
employees,  such  as  engineers,  telegraphists,  and 
stokers,  has  also  been  diminished.  These  reforms 
frequently  cause  accidents  on  the  railways,  on  which, 
moreover,  the  greatest  discomfort  prevails ;  travel- 
lers are  compelled  to  sit  in  unheated  and  over- 
crowded carriages,  trains  are  always  arriving  long 
after  their  specified  time,  and  still  the  Government 
goes  on  practising  economy,  and  packs  the  railway 
staff  with  incompetent  "  Real  Russians." 

Private  Schools'  Death-blow. 

While  engaged  in  deluding  the  Polish  nation  with 
fair-spoken  promises,  the  authorities  are  at  the  same 
time  occupied  with  forwarding  the  work  of  russifica- 
tion.  An  educational  reform  which  is  now  being  put 
into  operation  openly  aims  at  further  curtailing  the 
few  remnants  of  liberty  enjoyed  by  the  schools.  The 
Committee  of  the  Council  of  State  has  just  passed  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  in  the  higher  classes  of 
private  institutions  all  lectures  are  to  be  delivered 
in  Russian.  This  scheme,  which  was  backed  by  the 
former  Ministers  of  Education,  MM.  Schwartz  and 
Kaufman,  and  by  the  Government's  mouthpiece,  the 
Assistant-Minister  of  Kducation,  M.  Taube,  deals  a 
death-blow  at  the  private  schools,  which  henceforth 
are  to  be  placed  on  the  same  level  as  the  public 
schools. 

Even  religion,  which  should  inspire  love  and  peace, 
is  employed  as  a  weapon  in  the  campaign  of  russi- 
fication.    An  interpellation  introduced  by  the  Social 


Democrats  at  a  recent  sitting  of  the  Duma  revealed 
the  fact  that  unprecedented  orgies  of  Nationalism 
are  witnessed  in  the  Lithuanian  schools,  where  the 
Ukase  of  April  30th,  1905,  granting  the  privilege  of 
giving  religious  instruction  in  Polish,  is  regarded  as 
belonging  to  the  land  of  fairy-tales.  In  the  course 
of  the  debate  attention  was  drawn  to  certain  facts  of 
which  the  general  public  seems  to  have  been  unaware. 
The  news  of  the  sudden  transformation  of  a  number 
of  Poles  in  the  government  of  Minsk  into  Russians, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  these  same  people  recently 
figured  on  the  Polish  electoral  list,  must  undoubtedly 
cause  surprise  even  in  quarters  where  Russian 
methods  of  manufacturing  nationalities,  crimes,  and 
so  forth  to  order  are  sufficiently  well  known.  The 
latest  trick  was  devised  with' the  sole  object  of 
compelling  the  children  of  these  manufactured 
Russians  to  receive  their  religious  instruction  in 
Russian.  It  goes  without  saying  that  the  Right 
members  of  the  Duma,  far  from  being  moved  by  the 
arguments  of  the  Social  Democrats,  unanimously 
expressed  their  thanks  to  the  Minister  for  his  care  of 
so  many  young  souls. 

Monstrous  Sentences. 

These  persecutions  inevitably  aro^e  a  spirit  of 
resistance.  Young  Poles,  incensed  by  the  arbitrary 
action  of  their  relentless  taskmasters,  gather  at 
private  houses  to  study  their  native  language, 
history,  and  literature.  All  gatherings  of  such  a 
character,  and  even  letters  referring  to  the  subject, 
are  treated  as  acts  of  open  rebellion  against  the  Impe- 
rial power,  and  are  dealt  with  accordingly.  Only  the 
other  day  a  girl  of  eighteen  and  a  youth  of  the  same 
age  were  tried  in  Warsaw  on  a  charge  of  having,  two 
years  ago,  belonged  to  some  young  people's  associa- 
tion. The  girl  was  sentenced  to  four  months'  con- 
finement in  a  fortress,  and  the  youth  to  a  similar 
term  of  imprisonment  in  a  house  of  correction. 
Surely  such  an  act  of  barbarity  as  exposing  a  boy  of 
eighteen  to  the  terrible  atmosphere  of  a  house  of 
correction  merely  for  the  crime  of  studying  his 
native  language  is  to  be  met  with  nowhere  in  the 
civilised  world  outside  Russia. 


LEGISLATIVE  CONTINUITY. 


The  question  of  legislative  continuity  again 
cropped  up  in  the  Special  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Council  of  State  to  examine  the  Cantonal  Zemstvo 
Bill. 

M.  Akimoff,  the  Prescient  of  Council  of  State, 
declared  such  a  discussion  to  be  out  of  order.  At 
the  same  time  he  gave  his  opinion  on  the  general 
question  to  the  following  effect : — 

Both  (Chambers  had  decided  the  question  quite 
correctly.  The  Council  of  State  could  not  but  main- 
tain the  principle  of  continuity,  since  its  composition 
remained  practically  unchanged,  and  it  was  not 
bound  besides  by  the  practice  of  any  Legislature. 
The  fourth  Duma,  on  the  other  hand,  being  a  new 
institution,  could  not  be  expected  to  accept  the  prin- 
ciple, which  would  compel  it  to  put  its  seal  to  Bills 
with  which  it  was  not  familiar.  He  could  not  per- 
ceive anything  in  the  nature  of  an  insult  to  the 
Council  of  State  in  the  Dtima's  decision  to  treat  Bills 
returned  to  it  by  the  Council  as  Bills  initiated  by  the 
Upper  Chamber. 


POLICE  CRIMES. 


While  the  Governor  of  Ekaterinoslav  is  petitioning 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  police  force,  he  will  be 
constrained  to  admit  that  a  good  many  of  his  present 
staff  would  not  be  missed.  Indeed,  the  Ekaterinoslav 
police  have  gained  a  special  notoriety  even  in  the 
Russian  force,  and  not  .undeservedly,  if  we  are  to 
judge  by  the  following  episode. 

At  the  town  of  Slavyansk  the  local  police  had  their 
eye  on  a  number  of  men  staying  at  a  fashionable 
hotel  whom  they  suspected  of  being  a  gang  of 
swindlers.  When  they  proceeded  to  arrest  them  the 
police  were  met  with  revolver  shots,  which  they 
returned  to  such  effect  that  the  whole  gang  were 
killed. 

The  articles  found  fully  confirmed  the  suspicions 
of  the  police.  The  latter,  however,  were  hardly  pre- 
pared for  the  discovery^  that  one  of  the  dead 
criminals,  and  the  organiser  of  the  gang,  was  the 
Secretary  of  the  Ekaterinoslav  Detective  Department, 
one  Bycloussoff. 


PROHIBITED  LECTURES. 

Professor  Gredeskul's  lecture  on  the  fourth  Duma 
could  not  be  delivered  at  Ekaterinoslav  owing  to 
official  prohibition. 

Deputy  Roditcheff's  lecture  on  Alexander  Herzen 
was  vetoed  at  the  same  town,  though  he  had  been 
allowed  to  deliver  it  in  the  same  town  a  couple  of 
years  ago. 


ANTI-JEWISH  OUTBURST. 

Reactionary  Leader's  Venomous  Speech 
in  the  Duma. 


The  debate  on  the  Polish  Estates  Bill  provided 
the  occasion  for  a  violent  outburst  against  the  Jews 
on  the  part  of  the  Right  member*  of  the  Duma. 
This  measure  provides  that  henceforth  the  owners 
of  estates  in  Poland  acquired  by  primogeniture 
inheritance  may  rent  them  out  on  leases  not  exceed- 
ing a  period  of  twenty-four  years,  except  to  Jewish 
tenants,  and  the  application  to  Poland  of  an  anti- 
Jewish  restriction  of  this  nature  was  opposed  not 
only  by  the  Jewish  member  for  Lodr,  Dr.  Boma^z, 
but  also  by  M.  Dymsza,  the  spokesman  of  the  Polish 
"  Kolo,"  who  declared  that  the  proposed  restriction 
could  not  be  justified  either  on  economic  or  on  any 
other  grounds. 

M.  Nicholas  Markoff  thereupon  declared  that  the 
adhesion  of  the  Right  would  only  be  given  to  the 
Bill  on  condition  of  its  restricting  the  rights  of 
Jewish  tenants.  "We  do  noV  he  said,  "  object  to 
Jews  because  they  are  of  an  alien  race,  but  because 
they  are  a  tribe  that  constitutes  a  criminal  associa- 
tion—because they  are  a  parasitic  and  predatory 
race. 

"We  are  reproached  with  being  a  people  who 
like  to  torture  our  neighbours.  There  are  such 
people,  indeed.  Such  people  have  been  discovered 
at  Kiev,  where  they  tortured  the  boy  Yuschinsky. 
Yes,  there  are  even  people  who  not  only  enjoy 
torturing  others,  but  who  do  so  for  money,  while 
there  are  others  who  cannot  bear  to  hear  the  truth 
about  the  torturers,  and  become  abusive  when  it  is- 
told." 

M.  Roditcheff  (Cadet)  said  that  he  did  not  see  any 
reason  for  limiting  the  tenancies  to  twenty-four  years, 
while  the  very  institution  of  primogeniture  estates 
was  a  wrong  method  employed  by  the  Government 
for  the  russification  of  Poland.  After  refuting  the 
statements  of  M.  Markoff,  M.  Roditcheff  concluded 
his  speech  as  follows  : — 

"  I  confess,  gentlemen,  that  I  feel  ashamed  to  argue 
such  elementary  truths  here,  in  the  assembly  of  the 
representatives  of  the  Russian  people,  or,  at  least,  of 
persons  described  by  the  authorities  as  such.  I 
trust  that  the  fourth  Duma  will  be  the  last  Russian 
representative  body  in  which  it  will  be  necessary-  to 
dispute  arguments  based  on  wholesale  accusations  of 
the  entire  Jewish  people.  What  contempt  must  one 
feel  for  all  who  declare  to  you  that  the  Jews  drink 
Christian  blood.  That  presupposes  that  you  might 
believe  the  statement,  that  you  are  capable  of  believ- 
ing it,  and  it  thus  implies  the  greatest  contempt  for 
your  intelligence.  (Cheers  from  the  Left.)  It  is 
only  by  exciting  savage  passions,  by  appealing  to  the 
grossest  stupidity,  by  renouncing  all  notions  of 
justice  which  should  form  the  foundation  of  the  Law 
of  the  State  and  of  the  life  of  Russian  society — it  is 
only  by  such  arguments  that  you  can  defend  such 
shameful  restrictions.  And  I  appeal  to  the  Duma  to 
reject  all  those  restrictions,  and  to  remove  from  the 
Russian  representative  body  the  suspicion  that  it  can 
bring  itself  to  share  the  point  of  view  of  the  pogrom- 
makers."    (Cheers  from  the  Left.) 

The  Bill  was,  however,  passed  in  its  original  shape, 
the  clause  containing  the  anti-Jewish  restriction  being 
carried  by  a  majority  composed  of  the  Right,  the 
Nationalists,  and  nearly  all  the  Octobrists. 


THE   BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


A  Surprise  at  Kiev. 


The  notorious  Vera  Tchebiryak,  whom  unofficial' 
investigators  have  denounced  as  the  leading  spirit  in 
the  murder  of  Yuschinsky,  has  at  last  been  sent  to 
prison.  Her  condemnation  has  produced  a  deep 
impression  at  Kiev,  where  it  had  been  thought  that, 
owing  to  the  consistent  protection  accorded  her  bv 
the  authorities,  she  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
action  of  the  law.  Compared  to  her  general  criminal 
record,  the  offence — that  of  defrauding  a  shop- 
keeper— was  a  trifling  one,  and  in  ordinary  circum- 
stances the  trial  would  not  have  excited  attention. 

As  it  was,  not  only  the  Court  itself  but  the  corridors 
and  approaches  leading  to  it  were  packed  by  an 
interested  crowd,  which  included  many  Judges  and 
lawyers.  Everybody  was  anxious  to  get  a  glimpse 
of  the  reputed  inspircr  of  the  Yuschinskv  murder, 
whom  the  authorities  had  taken  so  much  trouble  to 
keep  at  a  safe  distance  from  the  arm  of  the  law.  On 
this  occasion,  however,  the  Assistant-Public  Prose- 
cutor described  Tchebiryak  as  a  lying  and  crafty 
woman  who  had  had  a  long  experience  of  crime. 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner  guilty,  and  the  Court 
sentenced  her  to  eight  months'  imprisonment  and  to 
the  loss  of  rights. 

The  sentence  seemed  to  have  a  stunning  effect  on 
the  prisoner,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  came 
equally  as  a  surprise  to  the  public. 
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THE    TSAR'S  UKASE. 


The  Imperial  Ukase  in  which  the  Tsar  signi- 
fies the  concessions  he  has  consented  to  make  by 
way  of  celebrating  the  Tercentenary  festival 
will  not  have  disappointed  anybody  who  has 
kept  an  eye  on  the  symptoms  manifested  in 
Government  circles.  There  is  an  amnesty — of  a 
kind ;  and  in  this  respect  the  forecast  we  gave 
last  week  is  proved  to  have  been  approximately 
correct.  Those  who  are  singled  out  for  the 
benefit  of  this  indulgence  are  the  authors  of 
Press  and  ''minor  common-law  political  offences," 
and  in  this  way  a  number  of  short  sentences  of 
imprisonment  are  remitted.  Writers  whose 
opinions  have  been  considered  too  "advanced" 
and  editors  at  whose  expense  the  censor  has 
exercised  his  unreasoning  vigilance  have  had  the 
doors  of  their  prisons  opened  if  any  part  of  their 
sentence  still  remained  to  be  served,  and  in  com- 
pany with  them  have  been  released  a  few  political 
offenders  who  were  condemned  as  common-law 
criminals  on  charges  which  were  not  considered 
of  a  grave  character.  But  the  fines  which  have 
been  showered  so  profusely  upon  journalists  and 
others  will  not  be  returned,  and,  more  important 
still,  the  victims  of  the  gravest  injustice  will 
continue  to  face  the  living  death  to  which  they 
have  been  assigned.  We  refer  to  the  thousands 
ot  men  and  women  who  have  been  sentenced  to 
long  terms  of  imprisonment  or  exile  for  political 
offences  which  only  in  Russia  are  classed  as 
offences  at  all,  and  we  refer  in  particular 
to  the  Socialist  members  of  the  second  Duma, 
who  for  nearly  six  years  now  have  been 
eating  out  their  hearts  amid  the  horrors  of 
a  Russian  prison.  The  only  crime  that,  even 
according  to  Russian  notions,  was  ever  brought 
home  to  them  was  that  they  had  preached 
Socialist  ideas,  for  it  has  been  proved  that  the 
charge  of  sedition  on  which  they  were  condemned 
rested  on  false  evidence.  That  these  men  should 
not  have  been  included  in  the  amnesty  is  alone 
sufficient  to  stamp  the  Imperial  act  of  clemency 
as  a  sham  and  a  mockery. 

For  the  rest,  the  Ukase  announces  one  or  two 
measures  that  are  to  be  taken  for  the  benefit  of 
the  peasants,  the  only  tangible  part  of  which  is 
the  promise  of  £5,000,000  for  the  purpose  of 
founding  "  an  inalienable  fund  for  improving  the 
condition  of  tillers  of  the  soil."  We  must  wait 
until  we  hear  something  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  income  of  this  fund  is  to  be  expended  before 
we  can  offer  any  comment  on  the  provision  ;  but 
we  should  have  more  faith  in  its  power  to  benefit 
the  peasants  if  we  heard  that  it  was  to  be 
administered  by  the  Zemstvo  officials  instead  of 
by  the  ordinary  bureaucracy,  whose  contact  with 
public  money  is  apt  to  be  profitable  to  anybody 
except  the  public  itself.  The  only  other  impor- 
tant sections  of  the  Ukase  are  that  which  orders 
the  reinstallation  of  students  who  have  been  sent 
down  from  the  ^Universities  for  participation  in 
forbidden  meetings,  "  provided  that  they  have 
not  taken  an  active  part  in  preventing  the 
delivery  of  lectures  ;  "  'and  that  which  allows 
Russian  subjects  staying  abroad  without  per- 
mission to  return  to  Russia.  By  these  acts  of 
indulgence  the'Jcountry  may  regain  the  services 
of  a  number  of  individuals  by  whose  brains  she 
may  benefit  now]or  imthe  future.  But  they  will 
not  bring  back  some  of  Russia's  most  brilliant 
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sons,  whose  genius  has  been  acclaimed  by  the 
world,  but  whom  the  Russian  Government  drove 
out  of  the  country  ;  nor  will  they  prevent  exactly 
the  same  process  from  {faking  place  again  every 
day  of  the  week. 

And  that  is  where  the  Imperial  Ukase  fails  to 
achieve  anything  real  ;  that  is  where  it  shows 
itself  to  be  a  toy  rather  than  a  practical  piece  of 
machinery.  In  the  long  run  it  alters  none  of 
the  conditions  of  Russian  life.  The  relief  of 
Press  and  other  offenders  only  applies  to  crimes 
committed  before  March  (5th  ;  by  now  the  endless 
flow  of  prosecutions  will  have  been  resumed  with 
unabated  force,  and  the  prisons,  where  a  little 
breathing-space  has  for  a  moment  been  obtained, 
will  soon  be  filled  again  to  suffocation  with  the 
victims  of  injustice  and  tyranny.  What  the 
country  demands  for  its  disease  is  not  a  palliative, 
but  a  cure.  We  shall  be  told,  of  course,  that  the 
Ukase  does  not  affect  to  be  anything  more  than 
an  act  of  grace  by  which  what  passes  in  Russia 
for  justice  is  seasoned  with  mercy.  But  who  can 
help  regretting  that  so  signal  an  opportunity  for 
announcing  a  real  scheme  of  reform  has  been 
lost?  When  we  imagine  to  ourselves  what  the 
Tsar's  proclamation  mig"ht  have  contained,  what 
message  of  hope  and  cheer  it  might  have  con- 
veyed to  the  millions  thit  are  struggling  in  the 
darkness,  and  compare  ihat  with  the  little  con- 
cessions of  this  faint- h-arted  Ukase,  we  cannot 
affect  to  be  very  th.auK.rai.  The  Romanoff  Ter- 
centenary celebrations  might  have  marked  the 
beginning  of  a  new  era;  as  it  is,  they  merely 
signalise  the  passage  of  three  hundred  years  of 
oppression  and  misrule. 


INVIOLABILITY   OF  DEPUTIES. 


Interpellation  on  Recent  Arrests. 


[One  Penny. 


FAMINE   AND  DISEASE. 


Distressing  Reports  from  the  South  and 
Siberia. 


At  the  last  sitting  of  theCherson  Town  Council  the 
executive  reported  that  famine  and  typhus  are 
raging  on  the  farms  surrounding  the  town  of  Cher- 
son.  Many  families  who  are  tenants  of  the 
municipality  have  neither  bread  nor  fuel,  while  soms 
of  them  do  not  obtain  a  morsel  of  food  for  days 
running.  In  order  to  procure  fuel  of  some  sort  for 
keeping  their  huts  warm  they  are  reduced  to  the 
expedient  of  using  the  straw  and  rushes  of  which 
the  roofs  of  their  dwellings  are  composed. 

The  Town  Council  approved  the  provisional  steps 
taken  by  the  executive,  referring  to  a  select  com- 
mittee the  question  of  further  relief. 

Hardly  more  comforting  are  the  reports  that  come 
from  the  town  and  province  of  Turukhansk.  Here 
the  neglect  of  the  authorities  to  import  grain  during 
the  navigation  season  has  already  caused  a  severe 
shortage  of  food,  which  is  bound  to  become  a  down- 
right calamity  in  the  immediate  future.  This  district 
has  passed  through  a  severe  experience  during  the 
last  two  years,  when  both  fishing  and  hunting,  which 
are  the  only  sources  of  livelihood  for  the  Russian  as 
well  as  for  the  native  population,  have  been  equally 
unproductive,  with  the  result  that  no  money  has  been 
coming  in.  Already  the  local  tradesmen,  following 
the  example  set  in  Yenisseysk,  have  stopped  giving 
credit. 

The  authorities,  who  were  deaf  to  the  peasants' 
petitions  during  the  summer  navigation  season,  are 
at  last  disposed  to  do  something.  But  now  the  con- 
ditions of  transport  and  supply  are  much  more 
difficult,  the  nearest  point  being  Yenisseysk,  which  is 
over  6oo  miles  distant  from  the  town  cf  Turukhansk. 
The  carriage  alone  will  thus  cost  4  roubles  per  pood, 
so  that,  even  if  the  necessary  quantity  of  grain  is 
available  at  Yenisseysk,  the  expense  of  bringing  it  to 
the  afflicted  region  will  be  enormous. 


THE   BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


Important  Libel  Case  at  Smolensk. 


The  Duma  has  accepted  as  urgent  an  interpellation 
of  the  Social  Democratic  group  dealing  with  the 
temporary  detention  by  the  police  of  Deputies 
Petrovsky  and  Tchagoff,  and  with  the  domiciliary 
visit  paid  to  the  residence  of  the  former  on  the  ground 
that  he  had  received  visitors  not  provided  with  pass- 
ports. 

As  if  to  prove  his  contempt  for  the  Duma's  pro- 
ceedings and  for  the  inviolability  of  deputies  in 
general,  the  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg,  on  the  very 
day  of  the  interpellation,  fined  the  two  deputies  300 
roubles  each,  with  the  alternative  of  two  months' 
imprisonment  in  default. 

By  administrative  order  of  the  Prefect  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, J.  M.  Sverdloff,  a  burgess  of  Polotsk,  and  Mile. 
Novgorodtseva,  daughter  of  a  merchant  of  Ekaterin- 
burg, have  been  imprisoned  for  three  months  for 
having  entered  the  capital  without  a  permit.  They 
were  both  arrested  during  the  search  made  at  the 
residence  of  Deputy  Petrovsky. 


SENTENCE   ON  BAPTISTS. 

The  District  Court  of  Odessa  has  concluded  the 
hearing  of  the  case  against  the  Baptist  preachers, 
which  was  conducted  behind  closed  doors. 

The  jury  acquitted  the  prisoners  of  the  charge  of 
blasphemy,  but  found  them  guilty  of  having  made 
conversions  to  sectarianism,  while  recommending  all 
of  them  to  mercy. 

The  Court  sentenced  three  of  the  preachers  to  a 
month's  imprisonment  in  a  fortress,  while  the  fourth 
was  acquitted. 


The  deputation  of  Jewish  lawyers  of  Kiev  which 
recently  visited  St.  Petersburg  was  received  by  the 
Premier,  who  expressed  his  sympathy  with  their 
unfortunate  position,  and  promised  to  lend  his  sup- 
port to  their  cause. 


It  is  reported  from  Kiev  that  the  Public  Prosecutor 
of  the  local  High  Court,  M.  Tchaplinsky,  has  returned 
from  St.  Petersburg  without  obtaining  from  the 
Minister  of  Justice  definite  instructions  with  regard 
to  the  Beilis  case. 

The  health  of  the  accused  has  been  impaired  by 
his  long,  confinement  and  the  uncertainty  of  his  fate. 
A  few  days  ago,  while  on  his  way  to  the  prison 
bureau,  where  he  was  taken  for  the  purpose  of  writing 
a  letter,  he  dropped  down  in  a  fainting  fit.  Although 
his  wife  lives  in  the  same  town,  it  takes  twenty  days 
before  any  letter  of  his  is  delivered  to  her  by  the 
authorities. 

Proceedings  for  libel  have  been  commenced  before 
the  District  Court  of  Smolensk  against  the  editor  of 
the  Russkoe  Znamya,  Alexander  Dubrovin,  and  a 
priest  named  Rakitsky,  who  is  chairman  of  the 
Novodvor  branch  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People. 
It  is  a  private  prosecution  on  the  part  of  two  local 
Jews,  named  Pinkus  and  Blumenstein,  who  had  been 
denounced  by  the  accused  as  having  taken  blood 
from  the  body  of  a  Christian  girl  for  ritual  purposes. 
The  charge  against  Pinkus  and  Blumenstein,  pre- 
posterous as  it  is,  had  already  formed  the  subject  of 
a  medical  examination  of  the  girl  alleged  to  have 
been  bled,  and  of  preliminary  judicial  inquiries, 
which  were  finally  slopped  last  July  by  an  order 
issued  by  Prince  Urussoff,  the  Acting  Public  Prose- 
cutor of  the  Smolensk  District  Court. 

A  characteristic  passage  may  be  quoted  from  the 
complaint  lodged  at  the  time  by  the  girl's  mother,  a 
beggar-woman  named  Abramova,  at  the  instigation 
of  Father  Rakitsky  : — 

"  On  hearing  the  accounts  of  many  people,  and 
being  guided  by  the  statements  contained  in  the 
book  of  M.  Lutostansky  (p.  37)  that  ignorant  old 
Jews  procure  Christian  blood  for  their  Talmudic 
rites,  I  am  convinced  that  the  Jewish  families  of 
Pinkus  and  Blumenstein  have  done  the  same  thing 
to  my  girl." 
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POLES    AND  JEWS 


An  Analysis    of  Anti-Semitism  and  the 
Boycott  Movement. 

[From  Ovr  Polish  Correspondent.! 

The  manifestations  ot  anti-Semitism  on  which  your 
leading  article  of  February  26th  dwelt  constitute  one 
of  the  most  important  problems  which  Poland  has  to 
solve.  For  months  a  systematic  war  has  been  waged 
upon  the  Jews  by  their  Polish  fellow-citizens,  and  a 
boycott  of  both  a  social  and  a  commercial  character 
has  been  spreading  over  the  country  like  an  epi- 
denrc,  bringing  endless  chaos  and  confusion  in  its 
train. 

Whoever  wishes  to  understand  this  very  compli- 
cated question  and  to  form  an  impartial  judgment 
must  start  by  bearing  in  mind  the  abnormal  condi- 
tions prevailing  in  Poland.  Of  all  the  countries  of 
Western  Europe  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  has  the 
largest  Jewish  population,  for  of  her  12  million 
inhabitants  no  fewer  than  1,700,000,  or  over  14  per 
cent.,  are  Jews.  The  latter  principally  crowd  the 
towns,  where  they  form  a  very  high  percentage  of 
the  general  population  ;  in  some  places  they  are 
actually  in  an  overwhelming  majority,  while  in  War- 
saw, the  capital  of  the  country,  in  a  lotal  of  821,369 
inhabitants,  there  were  last  year  32,947  Russians, 
297,977  Jews,  and  480,000  Poles.  It  must  be  added 
that  the  influx  of  a  large  body  of  Jews  to  Poland  is  of 
comparatively  recent  date.  To-day  they  form  almost 
exclusively  the  middle  class,  and  have  succeeded  in 
controlling  nearly  the  whole  of  the  country's  com- 
merce and  a  large  share  of  its  industry  ;  further, 
they  enjoy  full  liberty  to  enter  any  profession  they 
Jike. 

The   Government's  Trickery. 

The  conflict  engendered  by  this  very  difficult  state 
of  affairs  is  to  be  traced  to  the  peculiar  conditions 
obtaining  in  the  Kingdom  of  Poland.  Apart  from 
the  bureaucracy  and  the  military,  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country  are  Poles.  In  the  absence,  however, 
of  Polish  schools,  Polish  jurisdiction,  and  so  forth,  it 
has  been  impossible  to  train  the  Jewish  newcomers 
into  Polish  citizen",  and  they  are,  therefore,  con- 
stantly reproached  with  forming  a  separate  com- 
munity amidst  the  Polish  nation,  and  with  playing 
the  part  of  strangers  in  the  desperate  struggle  which 
aims  at  shaking  oft'  the  Russian  yoke. 

During  the  past  few  months  the  mutual  relations 
between  these  two  sections  of  the  population  have 
grown  considerably  worse,  thanks  to  the  perfidious 
policy  of  the  Russian  Government.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  Kingdom  cf  Poland  still 
possesses  some  degree  of  legal  separateness,  and 
differs  from  Russia  proper  in  that  the  Jews  enjoy  to 
a  certain  extent  equal  citizen  rights,  guaranteed  to 
them  in  1862.  Now  the  Government,  adopting  the 
policy  suggested  by  Plehve,  expels  Jews  from  Russia 
proper  in  order  to  bring  about  an  immigration  en 
masse  into  Poland.  The  anticipated — and  indeed 
inevitable — result  of  this  proceeding  is  that  the 
immigrants  exasperate  the  Polish  population  by 
speaking  Russian  and  wearing  Russian  dress,  thus 
impressing  an  odiously  Russian  character  upon  a 
country  which  is  making  heroic  efforts  to  prevent 
russiti  cation. 

In  the  anti-Semitic  movement,  therefore,  three 
elements  are  to  be  discerned — the  first  national, 
being  dictated  by  the  ardent  desire  to  preserve  a 
distinct  Polish  character  in  face  of  the  Russian  inun- 
dation ;  the  second  economic,  aiming  at  the  creation 
of  a  Polish  middle  class,  which  hitherto  has  not 
existed  ;  and  the  third  political,  emanating  from  the 
general  Russian  policy. 

Plight  of  the  Jews. 

It  is  superfluous  to  say  that,  in  these  circumstances, 
the  position  of  the  Jews  is  little  short  of  desperate. 
What  are  they  to  do  ?  The  Government  closes  the 
largest  part  of  the  Empire  to  them,  and  thus  forces 
them  to  flock  to  Poland.  Here,  however,  it  prevents 
them  from  coalescing  with  the  native  population,  for 
they  are  again  shut  up  in  Jewish  circles  and  forbidden 
to  learn  Polish  in  their  own  Jewish  schools,  and  thus 
the  process  of  russification  is  easier  among  them  than 
among  the  Poles.  But  the  Poles,  for  their  part,  must 
naturally  regard  this  attitude  as  a  menace  to  their 
national  aspirations.  The  situation  in  which  both 
parties  thus  find  themselves  is  nothing  short  of  tragic. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  in  such  an  atmosphere 
of  uncertainty  and  confusion  there  will  be  found 
individuals  who  are  ready  to  turn  the  position  of 
affairs  to  their  own  advantage.  In  the  forefront  are 
to  be  placed  a  band  of  noisy  journalists,  agitators, 
and  politicians  who  are  only  too  delighted  to  fish  in 
troubled  waters.  The  Polish  Clerical  and  Nationa- 
list parties— and  even  the  most  civilised  countries 
cannot  boast  of  being  free  from  their  activities— have 
found  their  scapegoat,  and  a  damning  sentence  has 
heen  parsed  upon  the  whole  Jewish  body,  from  which 
even  those  whose  arc  undoubtedly  to  be  ranked 
among  the  best  citizens  and  patriots  have  not  been 
exempted. 


Under  the  influence  of  the  international  stress  a 
revolutionary  movement  his  lately  been  started  in 
( lalicia,  aiming  at  the  liberation  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Poland  in  the  event  of  a  European  war.  This  move- 
ment has  gradually  penetrated  into  Russian  Poland, 
where  the  revolutionaries  are  always  on  the  watch 
for  a  suitable  opportunity.  Now  the  Reactionaries 
and  Nationalists,  who  combine  Chauvinistic  senti- 
ments with  a  docile  attitude  towards  Russia,  are 
consciously  fostering  the  anti-Sernitic  campaign  in 
order  to  divert  the  nation's  attention  from  more 
important  problems. 

If  the  Pale  were  Abolished. 

The  result  of  these  complicated  conditions  is  not 
to  be  easily  predicted,  since  it  depends  above  all  on 
the  possibility  of  reforms  being  introducel  into  the 
rotten  Russian  system  of  administration.  If  a  Liberal 
Government  were  only  to  abolish  the  Pale  of  Settle- 
ment, hundreds  of  thousands  of  Jews,  the  unfortunate 
victims  of  an  irresponsible  despotism,  who  now 
overcrowd  the  townlets  of  Poland,  wretched  them- 
selves and  increasing  the  misery  of  others,  would 
become  useful  citizens,  true  pioneers  of  comnei  ce 
and  trade  in  every  corner  of  the  vast  Empire.  The 
same  result  might  be  expected  if  Poland  ware  to 
g»in  her  independence,  or  become  united  with 
Austria.  Polish  schools  and  institutions  would 
enable  the  Jewish  masses  to  become  polonised,  and 
the  parasitical  Russian  bureaucracy  would  be  replaced 
by  Poles  anxious  to  earn  their  livelihood.  For  the 
present  fatal  boycott  has  its  economic  source  in  the 
wholesale  dismissal  of  Poles  frcm  the  Warsaw- 
Vienna  Railway  ;  a  large  number  of  families,  suddenly 
left  without  their  daily  bread,  are  forced  to  seek 
other  means  of  support,  and  turn  to  the  field  of  com- 
merce hitherto  occupied  by  Jews. 

At  the  present  moment  the  task  of  settling  Poland's 
internal  differences  devolves  principally  upon  the 
progressive  and  cultured  elements,  who  must  devote 
all  their  energies  to  the  work  of  enlightenment  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Jewish  masses.  While  the  latter 
must  be  taught  the  elementary  duties  of  citizenship, 
at  the  same  time  a  certain  section  of  the  Poles  must 
be  cured  of  their  superstitions  and  prejudices.  Fortu- 
nately there  is  no  lack  of  such  helpful  elements,  and 
it  is  only  unscrupulous  calumniators  who  endeavour 
to  characterise  Poland  as  a  morass  of  reaction  and 
strife.  Although  a  large  number  of  alleged  Pro- 
gressives have  lately  swelled  the  ranks  of  reaction, 
Polish  progress  has  not  received  a  decisive  check, 
and  it  will  go  forward  to  many  a  signal  victory. 

£ 

POLES   IN  LITHUANIA. 

Bitter  Complaints  Against  the  Governor 
of  Minsk. 

The  Kolo,  or  Polish  group  in  the  Duma,  has  intro- 
duced an  interpellation  on  the  illegal  acts  of  the  new 
Governor  of  Minsk. 

Since  the  arrival  of  M.  Giers  from  Kiev,  it  is  com- 
plained, an  order  has  been  issued  prohibiting  the 
announcement  on  theatrical  posters  of  even  the  name 
of  a  Polish  play  in  the  Polish  language.  Under  a 
penalty  of  300  roubles  the  Minsk  police  have 
forced  all  confectioners,  restaurant-keepers,  and 
other  tradesmen  to  remove  from  their  premises  the 
Polish  sign-boards  which  they  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  exhibiting  side  by  side  with  Russian  duplicates, 
as  well  as  all  the  Polish  translations  of  Russian 
inscriptions  on  boxes,  bags,  menus,  &c. 

The  Governor  recently  had  Father  Ladislas 
Milaszewski  imprisoned  as  a  convict  for  having  made 
a  collection  among  his  parishioners  in  order  to  raise 
the  fine  of  50  roubles  to  which  he  had  been  sentenced 
for  having  opened  a  Roman  Catholic  chapel  at  Rube- 
zewice.  He  was  placed  in  a  dark,  damp,  and  very 
cold  cell,  where  he  had  to  use  a  prisoner's  cloak  as  a 
blanket.  He  sent  a  telegram  to  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  through  the  prison  authorities,  but  received 
no  reply.  He  was  suddenly  liberated,  however,  on 
February  14th,  without  any  documents  being  served 
on  him  or  any  minutes  taken  of  his  case. 

The  same  Governor  has  also,  by  administrative 
order,  sentenced  M.  Ladislas  Szalewicz,  the  owner  of 
the  Novosady  estate  and  member  of  the  Minsk 
District  Zemstvo,  to  three  months'  imprisonment  for 
having  arranged  at  his  own  manor  a  representation 
of  the  incidents  attending  the  birth  of  Christ  and  the 
singing  of  religious  carols.  1 


FIREMEN    OR  REBELS? 

A  search  which  lasted  the  whole  night  was  recently 
made  at  the  estate  of  Count  Joseph  Potocki,  in 
Volhynia.  The  Count's  mansion  was  surrounded  by 
two  companies  of  Cossacks,  while  a  detachment  of 
gendarmerie  and  police  entered  the  premises. 
Although,  however,  they  searched  until  the  morning, 
they  were  unable  to  find  anything  of  a  suspicious 
nature. 

The  search  is  attributed  to  reports  charging  Count 
Potocki  with  organising  Polish  insurrectionary  bands 
in  the  guise  of  fire  brigades. 


THE  AMNESTY 


Small    Measure    of   Relief   for  Political 
Offenders. 

On  March  6th,  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Romanoff  dynasty,  the  Tsar  issued  a 
Manifesto  and  a  (  kase  in  which  he  made  known  his 
decision  to  mark  the  celebration  by  several  act-  of 
grace. 

The  Manifesto  acknowledges  the  devotion  and 
loyalty  of  the  Russian  people  during  the  last  three 
centuries,  and  more  particularly  of  the  clergv,  the 
nobility,  the  Army,  and  the  Government  officials. 
After  making  reference  to  the  progress  of  trade, 
industry,  and  agriculture  during  that  period,  the 
Manifesto  proceeds  : — 

"Desirous  of  marking  this  solemn  day,  and  of  per- 
petuating it  in  the  memory  of  the  people,  We  have 
seen  fit  to  bestow  favours  up  >n  Our  subjects,  order- 
ing the  Governing  Senate  to  make  a  public  proclama- 
tion thereof." 

The  Imperial  Ukase  issued  to  the  Governing  Sana' e 
declares  his  Majesty's  desire  to  signalise  the  Ter- 
centenary "  by  deeds  of  chanty  and  by  the  bestowal 
of  various  favours,  exemptions,  and  alleviations  on 
Our  beloved  subjects." 

Benefits  for  Agriculture. 

It  is  a  lengthy  document,  being  composed  of 
thirty  two  sections  and  numerous  sub-sections.  It 
announces  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  for 
improving  and  harmonising  the  existing  regulations 
and  institutions  for  the  care  of  the  orphans  of  the 
agricultural  population  ;  the  grant  of  pecuniarv 
assistance  to  the  nobility  in  appreciation  of  the 
useful  local  activity  of  the  landowning  class ;  the 
creation  of  a  fund  for  improving  the  agricultural 
organisation  of  the  peasantry  ;  the  remission  of  loans 
made  to  landowners  who  were  ruined  by  the  recent 
troubled  condition  of  the  country  ;  earlier  and 
increased  pensions  for  officials  ;  the  bjstowal  of 
badges  of  distinction  on  agricultural  workers,  and 
on  ladies  in  the  official  or  public  service  ;  the  remis- 
sion of  arrears  of  taxes,  and  the  remission  or  diminu- 
tion of  various  penalties. 

The  Ukase  comes  as  a  great  disappointment  to 
those  who  expected  the  Romanoff  Tercentenary  to 
be  made  the  occasion  of  a  far-reaching  measure 
of  pacification.  It  contains  no  special  amnestv 
for  political  offenders,  who  are  only  allowed  to 
benefit  in  part  by  the  alleviations  granted  to  other 
criminals  by  the  various  provisions  of  Section  XVIII. 
of  the  Ukase,  which,  in  this  respect,  comes  far  behind 
the  similar  proclamation  issued  in  1905. 

The  reprieve  of  those  under- sentence  of  death  is 
appreciated,  in  spite  of  the  small  number  of  persons 
it  affects. 

Press  Offences. 

The  remission  of  penalties  for  Press  offences, 
though  not  complete,  will  nevertheless  enable  manv 
Russian  literary  men  to  return  from  abroad,  where 
they  have  been  compelled  to  live  in  exile. 

With  regard  to  the  liberty  of  conscience,  the 
Ukase  does  not  do  more  than  relieve  from  penalties 
such  clergymen  of  "  foreign  denominations  "  as  have 
been  guilty  of  administering  any  sacraments  to 
persons  known  to  bs  of  the  Orthodox  faith. 

The  most  flagrant  evil  of  Russian  justice  is.  of 
course,  the  large  number  of  persons  deported  by 
administrative  order,  without  any  judicial  trial,  on 
the  vague  charge  of  "political  untrust worthiness.' 
The  Ukase  only  releases  those  of  them  whose  exile 
would  have  terminated  within  the  next  twelve 
months,  while  it  only  reduces  by  one  year  the  term 
of  all  the  others  who  have  been  deported  without 
trial. 

Students  who  have  been  expelled  or  deported  for 
taking  part  in  university  meetings  or  demonstrations 
are  relieved  from  further  punishment,  but  their 
reinstatement  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  university 
authorities. 

Small  Hope  for  Politicals." 

The  public  was  naturally,  however,  most  con- 
cerned in  the  fate  of  political  offenders  undergoing 
long  terms  of  penal  servitude.  As  already  stated, 
they  only  benefit,  and  that  only  in  part,  under  the 
alleviations  granted  to  common  law  convicts,  whose  * 
sentence  is  reduced  by  one-third.  The  Ukase  is, 
however,  careful  to  exclude  large  categories  of  poli- 
tical offenders  from  the  benefit  of  the  reduction  of 
the  sentences  granted  to  common-law  convicts.  The 
operation  of  the  indulgence  thus  does  not  apply  to 
the  sentences  that  are  so  frequently  passed  for  the 
offence  of  belonging  to  revolutionary  societies 
penalised  by  Articles  102  and  126  of  Part  II.  of  the 
Penal  Code,  under  which  not  only  Social  Revolu- 
tionists, but  even  Social  Democrats,  have  been  con- 
demned. Nor  does  it  extend  to  offenders  sentenced 
in  virtue  of  Articles  100  and  101  of  the  Penal  Code, 
which  deal  respectively  with  attempts  and  prepara- 
tions to  effect  by  force  an  alteration  in  the  system  of 
government. 
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NOTES. 


Qualified  Congratulation. 

In  reading  the  articles  which  the  Press,  both 
in  this  country  and  abroad,  has  devoted  to  the 
Romanoff  Tercentenary  one  cannot  help  being- 
struck  by  the  manner  in  which  congratulation  is 
in  most  cases  tempered  by  a  certain  sombreness 
of  tone,  amounting  in  mairy  instances  to  frankly 
expressed  despondency.  The  fact  is.  of  course, 
that  the  domestic  policy  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment obtrudes  itself  whenever  Russian  history 
and  Russian  achievements  are  survej^ed,  and 
cannot  be  left  out  of  the  reckoning  even  in  deal- 
ing with  so  historic  and  personal  a  celebration 
as  last  Thursday's.  The  admirable  leading  article 
which  appeared  in  the  Times,  and  which  offered 
so  broad  and  discerning  an  outlook  upon  Russian 
history  and  Russian  character,  may  be  taken  as 
typical  in  this  respect.  The  achievements  of 
Russian  genius  in  various  branches  of  activity 
':  suggest  the  possibilities  of  immense  develop- 
ment ; "  but,  it  is  added,  "  the  signs  are  not  all 
propitious."  There  is  a  conflict  between  the 
impulses  of  barbarity  and  the  habits  of  civilisa- 
tion in  the  Russian  mind,  and  it  is  asked  ■  "  Will 
its  European  sense  of  order,  of  proportion,  and 
of  law,  or  its  wild  Asiatic  instinct  for  the  spas- 
modic and  the  monstrous,  prevail  ?  "  Such  a 
question,  it  may  be  averred,  there  would  never 
have  been  occasion  to  raise  if  the  forces  in 
Russia  that  make  for  progress  and  enlightenment 
had  been  left  free  by  the  Government  to  work 
out  their  own  and  their  country's  salvation.  It 
is  not,  we  firmly  believe,  the  Russian  character 
that  is  in  fault,  but  the  artificial  means  that  have 
been  adopted  from  above  to  warp  and  distort  it. 
Once  these  evil  influences  have  disappeared, 
Russian  development  will  go  forward  under  the 
happiest  of  omens. 


The  Health  of  the  Nation. 

Dr.  Woodrow  Wilson's  l-ousing  address  on  his 
inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States 
contains  some  passages  which  the  Russian 
Government  might  with  great  profit  apply  to 
itself.  We  refer  in  particular  to  that  part  of  his 
utterance  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  necessity  of 
"  safeguarding  the  health  of  the  nation,  the 
health  of  its  men  and  its  women  and  its  children, 
as  well  as  their  rights  in  the  struggle  for  exist- 
ence." This,  he  pi'oceeded.  was  no  sentimental 
duty,  but  a  matter  of  justice.  "  The  first  duty 
of  law  is  to  keep  sound  the  society  it  serves. 
Sanitary  laws,  pure  food  laws,  and  laws  deter- 
mining conditions  of  labour  which  individuals  are 
powerless  to  determine  for  themselves  are  inti- 
mate parts  of  the  very  business  of  justice  and 
legal  efficiency."  How  has  Russia,  it  may  be 
asked,  performed  this  "  first  duty  of  law  "  ?  To 
safeguard  the  health  of  the  nation  the  Govern- 
ment still  refuses  to  take  the  most  elementary 
steps.  Underfeeding  and  starvation,  accom- 
panied by  the  ravages  of  a  whole  army  of  epi- 
demics, have  been  allowed  to  play  havoc  with  the 


vital  forces  of  the  people.  Both  in  the  country 
and  in  the  towns  the  death-rate  is  appallingly 
high,  and  the  physical  condition  of  the  people  is 
deteriorating  in  a  most  manifest  fashion.  The 
recruiting  statistics  furnish  abundant  evidence 
of  the  truth  of  the  latter  statement.  Not  only  are 
a  large  and  increasing  number  of  those  who  are 
called  to  the  colours  rejected  every  year  as  unfit 
for  service,  but  those  who  are  accepted  constantly 
betray  the  significant  symptoms  of  diminished 
chest  and  height  measurements.  Even  the  once 
magnificent  physique  of  the  Don  Cossacks,  it  is 
said,  is  breaking  down  under  the  grinding- 
poverty  and  terrible  social  conditions  by  which 
they  are  oppressed. 


A  Suicidal  Policy. 

Every  year  Russia  spends  untold  millions  on 
her  armed  forces  and  on  the  organs  of  her 
repressive  administration.  But  what  comment 
is  to  be  passed  on  the  position  she  has  thus  won 
for  herself  among  the  nations  if  it  has  been 
acquired  at  the  expense  of  the  health  of  her 
people  ?  For  the  most  essential  requirements  of 
the  country  in  the  way  of  sanitation,  housing, 
hospitals,  and  medical  attention  (to  say  nothing 
of  the  vital  need  of  education)  the  authorities 
display  the  greatest  contempt.  Every  year 
thousands  of  lives  are  sacrificed  because  the 
Government  grudges  the  money  and  care  that 
are  necessary  for  coping  with  famine  and 
disease  and  for  securing  to  the  workers  in  town 
and  country  such  conditions  as  may  enable  them 
to  live  in  health,  if  not  in  comfort.  It  is  a 
suicidal  policy,  the  effects  of  which  the  Govern- 
ment itself  will  feel  as  soon  as  its  Army  is  put 
to  an  actual  and  convincing  test.  Then  it  will 
be  found  that  it  is  one  thing  to  place  a  million 
men  in  the  field,  and  another  thing  to  rely 
upon  their  resistance  to  the  strain  to  which  they 
will  be  exposed.  This  is  a  fact  which  the  French 
Government  at  any  rate  ap]  tears  to  have  realised. 


Polish  Anti-Semitism. 

In  a  very  informing  article  our  Polish  corre- 
spondent places  his  finger  on  the  root  of  the  very 
regrettable  anti-Semitic  movement  in  Poland  to 
which  we  have  lately  been  drawing  attention. 
Although  the  Polish  people  cannot  be  acquitted 
of  blame  for  what  is  at  once  an  outrage  and  a 
blunder,  it  is  the  Russian  Government  which  is 
seen  to  be  the  prime  cause  of  the  trouble — which, 
indeed,  is  very  much  to  its  liking.  For  some 
years  the  authorities,  carrying  out  the  policy 
recommended  by  Plehve,  have  been  deliberately 
expediting  the  movement  of  Jews  in  large  num- 
bers from  Russia  proper  into  Poland,  where  the 
Jewish  population  now  forms  over  14  per  cent, 
of  the  total.  These  Jews,  who  settle  chiefly  in 
the  towns,  present  a  distinctly  Russian  element, 
being  Russian  in  speech  and  in  dress,  and  their 
appearance  in  such  large  masses  is  naturally 
regarded  as  a  grave  menace  to  the  national 
aspirations  of  the  Polish  people,  whose  main 
energies  are  to-day  directed  towards  resisting  the 
official  attempts  at  the  russification  of  the  pro- 
vince. In  ordinary  circumstances,  of  course,  it 
would  be  possible  to  polonise  these  Jewish  immi- 
grants, and  indeed  those  Jews  who  are  natives  of 
Poland  are  unwearying  in  their  efforts  to  convert 
their  co-religionists  from  Russian  into  good 
Polish  citizens.  But  here  the  Government  steps 
in,  and  by  prohibiting  instruction  in  the  Polish 
language  in  the  Jewish  schools  ensures  that  the 
immigrants  and  their  children  shall  remain 
thoroughly  Russian. 

The  Government's  Game. 

It  is  a  deliberate  and  an  unprincipled  policy, 
designed  to  drive  a  wedge  into  the  midst  of  the 
Polish  people,  and  to  prevent  them  from  becom- 
ing united  in  their  struggle  for  freedom.  As  our 
correspondent  says,  the  situation  in  which  both 


Jews  and  Poles  find  themselves  is  nothing  short 
of  tragical,  and  it  is  impossible,  in  the  light  of 
the  facts  he  sets  forth,  to  withhold  our  deep 
sympathy  from  either  party.  Both  are  equally 
victims  of  the  Russian  Government's  cruel 
cunning.  All  this,  however,  while  explaining 
the  causes  of  Polish  anti-Semitism,  does  not 
justify  the  boycott,  in  proclaiming  which  the 
Poles  have  merely  been  playing  into  the  hands 
of  the  ( lovernment.  It  must  be  the  firm  resolve 
of  the  more  liberally-minded  section  of  the  popu- 
lation to  put  an  end  to  it  at  once,  and  thereafter 
to  devise  means  for  thwarting  the  official  scheme 
in  which  the  Jewish  immigrants  are  used  as 
pawns  in  the  game  cf  disintegration  and  russifi- 
cation. They  have  before  them  a  task  of  enor- 
mous difficulty ;  but  if  they  can  succeed  in 
getting  Poland  to  ';  digest  "  her  Jewish  masses, 
and  in  evolving  patriotic  Polish  citizens  out  of  a 
material  which,  after  all,  has  never  shown  itself 
impervious  to  the  patriotic  spirit,  they  will  be 
performing  a  signal  service  both  to  their  country 
and  to  the  Jews  who  share  its  destinies. 

The  Censor  "  Explains." 

We  have  frequently  published  extracts  from  the 
long  catalogue  of  fines,  sentences  of  imprisonment, 
confiscations,  and  so  forth  with  which  Russian 
newspapers  and  their  editors  are  continually 
visited,  without  always  being  in  a  position  to 
explain  the  precise  grounds  or  pretexts  on 
which  these  punishments  have  been  inflicted. 
Thanks,  however,  to  the  pertinacity  displayed  by 
the  editor  of  theEkaterinoslav  Utro,  we  are  enabled 
to  obtain  a  glimpse  of  the  working  of  the  cen- 
sorial mind.  Having  been  subjected  to  a  five- 
hundred  rouble  fine,  the  editor  called  upon  the 
local  censor,  requesting  him  to  point  out  the  par- 
ticular passages  in  his  paper  that  had  involved 
him  in  the  punishment.  The  censor  was  conde- 
scending enough  to  explain,  and  triumphantly 
drew  the  editor's  attention  to  two  highly  "  sedi- 
tious "  passages,  which  contained  critical  obser- 
vations regarding  the  august  persons  of  the  first 
Romanoff  Tsar  and  his  father.  In  the  first  passage 
was  the  outrageous  statement  that  the  boy  Tsar, 
Michael  Romanoff,  did  not  on  his  accession 
immediately  give  his  earnest  attention  to  the 
problems  of  government ;  while  the  second  con- 
tained the  wicked  suggestion  that  in  establish- 
ing State  public-houses  (the  "  Tsar's  Kabaks  ") 
Michael's  father  had  in  view  the  increase  of  the 
State  l'evenues.  In  vain  did  the  editor  plead 
that  these  statements  had  for  their  authority 
historical  works  of  loyal  and  official  origin.  The 
censor  was  not  to  be  shaken  out  of  his  obtuse- 
ness,  which  doubtless  served  his  own  or  some- 
body else's  purpose,  and  the  Utro  thus  celebrated 
the  Tercentenary  by  paying  £50  into  the 
Romanoff  Treasury. 

"JEWS    NOT  WANTED." 


M.  Sazonoff  and  Foreign  Consulates. 

A  dispute  between  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
M.  Sazonoff,  and  the  recently  withdrawn  Italian 
Ambassador,  M.  Melegari,  is  being  generally  dis- 
cussed in  St.  Petersburg.  For  the  last  two  years  the 
Italian  Ambassador  had  been  unable  to  obtain  per- 
mission to  establish  an  Italian  Vice-Consulate  at 
Kharkov,  the  reason  given  for  the  refusal  being  that 
it  was  proposed  to  appoint  to  the  office  a  gentleman 
named  Hurwitsch,  who  is  a  Jew.  Shortly  before  his 
departure  from  Russia  the  Ambassador  again 
broached  the  subject,  insisting  on  the  candidate 
chosen.  M.  Sazonoff,  however,  informed  him  posi- 
tively that  the  Government  would  not  give  its 
consent. 

M.  Melegari  then  brought  the  matter  under  the 
notice  of  a  higher  quarter,  pointing  out  that  a 
Japanese  delegation  had  been  sanctioned  at  Warsaw, 
although  a  Jew  was  placed  at  its  head.  In  reply  the 
Ambassador  was  told  that  the  authorisation  in 
question  had  been  granted  through  an  oversight, 
which  should  not  occur  again. 


The  Governor-General  of  Kiev,  General  Trepoff, 
has  refused  the  Uman  Society  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Sick  permission  to  arrange  a  "  Yellow  Flower  Day  " 
for  the  benefit  of  poor  Jewish  invalids. 
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III.* — The  Decline  of  the  Autocratic  Rule. 


The  fifteen  years  that  followed  the  Crimean  War 
are  inappropriately  styled  in  Russia  the  "  Fra  of 
Great  Reforms,"  for  the  improvements  effected  after 
the  Crimean  debacle  were  far  too  small  compared 
to  what  was  needed.  But,  such  as  they  were,  the 
post-Crimean  reforms  were  cut  down  and  mutilated 
by  the  reaction  that  characterised  the  close  of  the 
reign  of  Alexander  II.  and  the  whole  of  the  reign  of 
Alexander  III. 

Chief  among  the  reforms  was  the  abolition  of 
serfdom  on  March  3rd,  1861.  Known  in  Russia  as 
the  "  Liberation  of  the  Peasants,"  it  may  be  truly 
stated  of  this  measure  that  it  freed  the  peasants  from 
their  masters,  but  at  the  same  time  took  them  from 
the  land  as  well. 

It  was  effected  from  above  by  the  Government 
and  the  gentry,  without  any  participation  of  the 
peasants  themselves,  and  therefore  it  showed  where 
the  gentry's  interests  lay.  While  renouncing,  for 
fear  of  a  peasant  revolution,  the  legal  personal 
dependence  of  the  peasant  on  the  squire,  the  gentry 
were  anxious  to  retain  his  economic  dependence,  and 
for  this  purpose,  in  conjunction  with  the  Autocracy, 
they  devised  a  method  of  cutting  down  the  land  held 
by  the  peasants  previously  to  March  3rd,  18,61.  Out 
of  the  total  holdings  of  the  peasants,  which  covered 
an  area  of  2,916,900  dessiatines  (a  dessiatine  being 
equivalent  to  27  acres),  526,200  dessiatines,  or  18  per 
cent.,  was  "  cut  off"  for  the  benefit  of  the  squires. 

This  partial  dispossession  compelled  the  peasants 
to  rent  plots  from  their  former  masters  and  from 
other  landowners,  but,  being  too  poor  to  pay  for 
them  in  cash,  they  had  to  pay  in  kind  by  cultivating 
the  land  of  the  squire,  as  they  had  done  during  the 
period  of  serfdom.  In  many  parts  of  Russia,  there- 
fore, the  peasants  continued,  even  after  March  3rd, 
1861,  to  be  semi-serfs,  instead  of  becoming  free 
labourers. 

Peasants'  Financial  Burden. 

Another  defect  of  this  reform  was  the  heavy 
burden  of  redemption  payments  imposed  upon  the 
peasants  for  the  reduced  plots  left  to  them.  Accord- 
ing to  the  official  declaration  the  peasants  were  to 
make  redemption  payments  exclusively  for  the  land, 
while  no  compensation  was  due  either  for  the  person 
and  labour  of  the  serf  or  for  any  duties  he  used  to 
perform  for  the  squire  in  kind.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
however,  the  peasant  was  made  to  pay  for  both  by 
means  of  an  exorbitant  valuation  of  the  plots 
"  gnnted  "  to  the  "  emancipated  "  peasants.  While 
the  value  of  the  plots  left  to  the  peasants  amounted 
to  648  million  roubles,  they  were  made  to  pay  for 
them  by  way  of  redemption  867  million  roubles,  so 
that  the  overcharge  of  219  millions  practically 
amounted  to  a  compensation  of  the  squire  for  the 
loss  of  the  person  and  the  labour  of  the  serf. 

But  the  gentry  were  not  alone  in  enriching  them- 
selves through  the  redemption  system,  for  the 
Treasury  also  did  a  good  stroke  of  business  by  under- 
taking to  pay  the  redemption  claims  to  the  squires, 
which  the  peasants  had  to  cover  by  annual  instal- 
ments paid  to  the  Exchequer.  As  the  liquidation  of 
the  liability  was  spread  over  more  than  half  a 
century,  the  peasants  were  charged  interest  and 
fines  for  arrears  and  defaults  to  such  an  extent  that 
when,  under  the  stress  of  the  Revolution  and  the 
agrarian  movement,  those  payments  were  finally 
stopped  on  November  16th,  1905,  the  peasants  had 
already  paid  a  milliard  and  a  half  roubles,  instead  of 
the  nominal  debt  of  867  millions. 

The  "  Great  Reform  "  thus  not  only  failed  to  free 
the  peasant  completely  from  the  squire,  but  also  laid 
upon  his  feeble  shoulders  a  heavy  financial  burden 
which  has  crippled  his  economic  development. 

The  organisation  of  local  government  bore  to  a 
still  greater  extent  the  character  of  a  semi-reform. 
In  the  provinces  Zemstvos  were  introduced  in  1864, 
and  Town  Councils  in  1870  ;  but  the  franchise — to 
say  nothing  of  the  membership— for  both  is  attached 
to  a  high  property  qualification,  so  that  the  Zemstvos 
have  become  the  organs  of  the  squires,  while  the 
peasants'  participation  in  them  is  merely  nominal. 

The  Reactionary  Movement. 

While  the  advanced  elements  of  Russian  society 
were  dissatisfied  with  these  semi-reforms,  and 
protested  against  their  anti-democratic  character, 
the  Autocracy  and  the  landed  gentry  thought  that 
they  had  gone  much  too  far,  with  the  result  that  in 
the  second  half  of  the  reign  of  Alexander  II.  the 
Government  inclined  towards  reaction.  The  "  Left" 
elements  met  this  move  with  revolutionary  protects  ; 
but,  -ince  the  masses  were  still  too  ignorant  and 
passive,  the  revolutionary  movement  merely  found 
expression  in  individual  acts  of  terror,  striking  down 
particular  members  of  the  Government,  without  of 
course  being  able  to  alter  the  administrative  system, 


4  The  previous  article*  appeared  on  February  ziAh  and  March  Rth 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


or  to  stop  the  Reaction.  The  backward  movement 
continued,  and  reached  its  apogee  with  the  assassi- 
nation of  Alexander  II.  and  the  accession  of  Alexan- 
der III.,  who  set  about  restoring  as  completely  as 
possible  the  Autocracy  and  the  domination  of  the 
landed  gentry. 

This  restoration  was  carried  through  in  every 
department.  In  the  sphere  of  Justice  the  Govern- 
ment issued  a  series  of  Novella  which  narrowed 
down  the  competence  of  juries,  and  in  political 
cases  placed  the  whole  inquiry  stage  in  the  unclean 
hands  of  the  Gendarmerie,  while  the  permanence  of 
the  Judge's  office  was  practically  annulled.  The 
academic  autonomy  granted  to  the  Universities  in 
1863  was  abolished,  and  the  Press  was  muzzled  by 
a  preliminary  Censorship.  The  Zemstvos  and 
Municipalises  were  now  reduced  altogether  to 
playthings  in  the  hands  of  the  Governors,  Ministers, 
and  other  officials. 

The  reactionary  epocli  of  Alexander  III.  found, 
however,  its  fullest  expression  in  two  so-called 
"  Reforms" — viz., in  the  establishment  of  the  Okhrana 
in  1881,  and  in  the  creation  of  Land  Captains  in 
1889,  which  amounted  to  a  partial  restoration  of 
serfdom. 

The  death  of  Alexander  III.  did  not  alter  matters. 
His  successor  continued  the  work  of  Reaction,  and 
the  autocratic  and  aristocratic  restoration  made  itself 
felt  still  more  keenly  at  the  close  of  the  nineteenth 
century  and  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth. 

Government  and  Strikes. 

Incomplete  as  it  was,  the  emancipation  of  the 
peasants  had  given  an  impulse  to  capitalist  produc- 
tion. Of  the  factories  and  works  that  existed  in 
1900  only  12  per  cent,  dated  from  an  earlier  period 
than  1861.  The  growth  of  industry  was  accompanied 
by  the  rise  of  a  proletariat.  At  the  same  time  the 
Autocratic  regime  precluded  every  possibility  of  a 
normal  settlement  of  conflicts  between  capital  and 
labour,  the  authorities  frequently  shooting  down 
workmen  for  taking  part  in  entirely  peaceful 
economic  strikes.  This  sanguinary  intervention  of 
Tsirism  in  the  economic  struggle  naturally  caused 
irritation  to  the  workmen,  with  the  result  that  the 
most  innocuous  strikes  were  inevitably  transformed 
into  revolutionary  protests  against  the  Autocracy. 
This  caused  the  Government  to  plunge  into  social 
demagogy.  It  began  to  foster  a  kind  of  police- bred 
Socialism,  organising  trade  unions  under  the  guid- 
ance of  the  notorious  Zubatoff ,  head  of  the  Moscow 
Okhrana,  and  occasionally  inciting  the  workmen  to 
strike  against  their  employers  in  order  to  keep  them 
away  from  the  political  struggle. 

But  this  expedient  failed,  for  the  police  demagogy 
only  vexed  the  employers,  while  the  workmen  were 
unwilling  to  act  as  the  playthings  of  the  Okhrana. 
The  Government  then  resumed  the  policy  of  cruel 
repression.  It  was  not  able,  however,  to  stop  the 
movement,  which  spread  all  over  Russia,  assuming  a 
more  pronounced  political  character,  until  in  October, 
1905,  it  took  the  shape  of  a  strike  on  a  grand  scale, 
which  extorted  from  the  Autocracy  the  Manifesto  of 
October  30th  and  the  summoning  of  the  Duma. 

Although  the  strike  of  1905  was  joined  by  numerous 
groups  belonging  to  the  liberal  professions,  trie  most 
energetic  part  in  it  was  taken  by  the  students,  who 
had  been  deprived  of  every  vestige  of  academic 
autonomy  and  liberty,  and  whose  every  protest  the 
Government  was  wont  to  punish  by  imprisoning 
or  deporting  them,  or  by  pressing  them  into  the 
Army. 

The  peasantry,  deprived  of  the  soil,  half-starving 
and  ignorant,  demanded  bread  and  land.  They 
also  became  hostile  to  the  Autocracy,  which  stood  on 
the  side  of  the  squires. 

Diversions. 

Faced  by  the  growing  revolutionary  movement, 
the  Government  tried  to  stem  it  by  creating  diver- 
sions. Among  other  devices,  it  sought  to  inflame 
savage  national  passions,  and  to  set  the  peopleagainst 
the  non-Russian  races — the  Finns,  the  Poles,  and 
especially  the  Jews.  As  the  people  began  to  revolt 
against  the  existing  order,  and  to  demand  its  improve- 
ment, the  Government  and  the  privileged  classes 
started  an  anti-Semitic  agitation,  persuading  the  igno- 
rant elements  of  the  population  that  it  was  the  Jews 
who  were  the  authors  of  all  their  misfortunes.  At  a 
Government  printing-office,  on  the  premises  of  the 
Police  department,  proclamations  inciting  to  pogroms 
were  printed,  and  these  were  circulated  by  the  agents 
of  the  Okhrana,  who  organised  gangs  of  hooligans 
to  demolish  the  dwellings  of  the  Jews,  and  even  to 
murder  their  owners  and  violate  their  womenfolk. 
The  part  played  by  the  agents  of  the  Administration 
has  been  officially  established  by  the  so-called  Sena- 
torial Revisions. 

An  aggressive  foreign  policy  was  resorted  to,  not 
for  the  first  time,  as  another  method  of  diverting  the 
people's  attention  from  the  internal  calamities  and 
disorders.  Kven  as  far  back  as  1821;  the  fourth  Russo- 
Turkish  War  had  been  precipitated  under  the  influence 
of  the  then  still  recent  movement  of  the  Decembrists. 
The  Russo-Turkish  War  was  also  due  in  part  to  the 
Government's  desire  to  drown  the  revolutionary  pro- 
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tesi  in  a  sea  of  patriotism.  In  the  same  way,  in 
starting  the  war  against  Japan,  the  Government 
hoped,  to  quote  Prince  l.'russofi,  the  late  Governor  of 
Bessarabia,  that  "the  first  successful  battle  would 
call  forth  a  patriotic  exultation,  put  a  stop  to  political 
propaganda,  and  a->->ist  the  Administration  in  the  pre- 
servation of  order." 

But  all  these  doubtful  expedients  have  failed  to 
save  the  Autocracy,  which  has  ihown  a  disposition  so 
incompatible  with  the  general  development  of  the 
national  life  that  its  transformation  in  accordance  iRth 
modern  Constitutional  ideas  has  become  an  historical 
necessity.  The  game  of  nation-baiting  has  only 
strengthened  the  protests  of  the  subject  nationalities  ; 
the  anti-Jewish  pogroms  have  stamped  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  seal  of  eternal  shame  ;  and  the  mili- 
tary adventures  in  the  Far  Fast  have  turned  out  an 
utter  fiasco,  while  revealing  to  the  whole  world  the 
festering  sores  of  the  Rus^an  regime. 

The   Dawn   of  Liberty. 

It  is  true  that  the  first  wave  of  the  popular  move- 
ment, in  1905,  was  not  able  to  undermine  sufficiently 
the  ancient  rocks  of  the  Autocracy,  and  the  Govern- 
ment managed  by  fire  and  sword  to  suppress  the  just 
aspirations  of  the  masse*.  But  this  victory  of  the 
old  regime  was  only  external  and  temporary.  During 
the  hard  years  of  reaction  that  followed  1905,  the 
mind  of  the  people,  now  thoroughly  roused,  went 
on  working,  so  that,  at  the  Tercentenary  of  Russian 
despotism,  we  see  again  in  Russia  the  rising  struggle 
for  freedom.  Thus,  while  official  Russia  is  singing  the 
praises  of  the  worn-out  Autocracy,  we  are  fully  justi- 
fied in  asserting  that  the  day  of  its  transformation  is 
near,  and  the  dawn  of  liberty  is  visible  on  the  Russian 
horizon. 

G.  Alexixsky  (Member  of  the  Second  Duma). 


THE   STRUGGLE    IN  FINLAND. 

Schemes  for  Settlement  of  Russo-Finnish 
Differences. 

There  have  been  important  developments  in  the 
Finnish  Diet  in  connection  with  the  Constitutional 
struggle  with  Russia.  Xot  only  have  the  Swedish 
People's  party,  the  Young  Finns,  and  the  Agrarians 
laid  before  the  House  a  joint  address  of  protest 
against  the  russification  of  the  Grand  Duchy,  couched 
in  sharp  terms,  but  two  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  Swedish  group,  both  former  Vice-Presidents  of 
the  Finnish  Senate,  have  presented  a  petition  con- 
taining a  complete  programme  for  a  State  Act 
between  Russia  and  Finland.  The  Old  Finnish 
party  has  presented  a  proposal  for  changes  in 
certain  laws,  so  as  to  grant  Russian  citizens  in 
Finland  further  rights.  Finally,  the  Socialist  group 
has  presented  a  petition  setting  forth  the  Russian 
Government's  illegal  encroachments  on  the  rights 
granted  to  Finnish  citizens,  and  protesting  against 
the  whole  system. 

Time  after  time  the  Diet  has  declared  that  it  is 
ready  to  meet  all  the  demands  which  could  rightly 
be  made  on  Finland  from  the  Imperial  point  of 
view.  The  whole  kernel  of  the  present  conflict  lies 
in  the  fact  that  demands  have  been  issued  by  the 
Russian  legislative  authorities  without  reference  to 
the  Diet.  Such  a  law  is  the  Russian  Equality  Law, 
which  has  led  to  the  imprisonment  in  Russia  of 
Finnish  officials.  It  is  considered  in  some  quarters 
that,  as  the  Russian  Government  has  not  desired  to 
take  the  initiative  in  making  such  changes  in  Finnish 
laws  in  a  Constitutional  manner,  the  Diet  ought  to  do 
so  itself,  and  thus  show  its  readiness  to  meet  Russian 
wishes  and  remove  one  of  the  points  of  dispute.  This 
view  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the  initiative  taken  by  the 
Old  Finnish  representatives,  and  has  supporters  within 
other  parties  ;  but  it  is  criticised  on  the  ground  that 
it  would  be  interpreted  in  Russia  as  a  sign  of  weak- 
ness. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  movement  which  has  for 
its  object  to  bring  about  a  State  Act  between  Russia 
and  Finland  by  the  co-operation  of  the  representa- 
tives of  both  countries  has  found  more  general  favour. 
The  programme  has  been  elaborated  by  ex-Senator 
Leo  Mechelin,  Finland's  greatest  and  best-known 
statesman,  and  aims  at  meeting  all  Imperial  interests 
by  securing  the  enactment  both  by  the  Duma  and 
by  the  Diet  of  laws  which  it  is  thought  necessary 
should  be  the  same  in  Russia  and  Finland. 


EXPULSIONS    OF  JEWS. 

A  number  of  Jewish  families  who  had  settled  in 
the  Jewish  colonies  of  the  district  of  Soroki,  Bess- 
arabia, before  August,  1906,  have  been  expelled  by 
the  District  Captain,  in  virtue  of.  the  decision  of  the 
Senate.  Their  expulsion  not  only  spells  ruin  to  them- 
selves, but  also  inflicts  injury  upon  the  other  inhabi- 
tants, who  used  to  sell  their  produce  to  the  expelled 
tradespeople. 

In  spite  of  the  severe  frosts,  the  expulsion  of  Jewish 
families  has  been  resumed  on  a  wholesale  scale  in 
the  villages  of  the  province  of  Volhynia. 
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THE    UPPER  HOUSE. 


The  Bill  for  the  Reform  of  the  Council  of 
State  which  the  Progressists  have  introduced 
into  the  Duma  has  once  again  focussed  attention 
on  the  necessity  of  making  a  drastic  alteration 
in  either  the  composition  or  the  powers  of  the 
Russian  Upper  House  if  the  work  of  legislation 
is  to  be  rescued  from  the  morass  in  which  it  is 
at  present  floundering.  On  many  occasions  we 
have  pointed  out  how  hopeless  must  the  prospect 
of  real  representative  government  remain  as  long 
as  the  Council  of  State  maintains  its  destructive 
policy  of  refusing  to  sanction  any  measure  sent 
up  by  the  Duma  that  savours  of  useful  reform. 
Indeed,  under  present  conditions,  the  Duma 
might  just  as  well  cease  to  exist  as  a  legislative 
body,  for.  except  when  the  Government  wills 
otherwise,  its  activity  is  brought  to  a  stop  by  the 
dead  weight  of  the  Council's  veto.  This  power 
of  veto  is  unlimited,  and  so  is  the  power  of 
delay,  and  both  are  almost  invariably  exercised 
to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  the  Cabinet,  the  only 
exceptions  being  when  there  are  even  more 
reactionary  interests  to  be  served,  or  when,  as 
was  the  case  with  M.  Stolypin's  famous  Western 
Zemstvos  Bill  in  15>09,  an  intrigue  against  some 
particular  Minister  is  set  on  foot.  Only  last 
July  M.  Durnovo,  an  ex-Minister  of  the  Interior, 
counselled  the  rejection,  by  the  Upper  House  of 
a  private  member's  Bill  passed  by  the  Duma  on 
the  ground  that  "  the  interference  of  the  legisla- 
tive body  in  the  government  of  the  country  will 
lead  to  anarchy."  And  rejected  the  measure 
was,  and  the  same  practice  of  ignoring  the 
"popular"'  assembly,  except  as  a  tool  of  the 
Government,  has  always  obtained.  In  the  eyes 
of  the  Council  of  State  the  Duma  is  a  mere 
cipher,  incapable  of  acting  on  its  own  responsi- 
bility, and  until  that  theory  has  been  effectively 
exploded  no  reform  is  possible  on  Constitutional 
Knes. 

What  is  this  body  that  is  able  to  exercise  so 
deadening  an  influence  on  Russian  progress  ? 
The  Council  of  State,  or  Council  of  the  Empire, 
came  into  existence  just  about  a  hundred  years 
ago,  in  the  reign  of  Alexander  I.  That  monarch, 
it  is  well  known,  at  one  time  affected  a  lean- 
ing towards  reform,  and  even  had  under  con- 
sideration a  complete  programme  of  Constitu- 
tional reorganisation  drawn  up  by  the  eminent 
jurist  Count  Speransky.  The  scheme  was  based 
on  the  creation  of  graduated  local  Dumas  in  the 
cantons,  districts,  and  governments,  culminating 
in  a  State  Duma  as  a  legislative  body.  With  the 
Ministry  and  Governing  Senate  as  the  executive 
authority,  and  a  Judicial  Senate  as  the  supreme 
tribunal,  there  were  thus  to  be  three  central 
organs  of  government.  The  initiative  in  the 
making  of  laws  and  their  sanction  were  to  be  the 
privilege  of  the  Umperor,  who  was  to  be  assisted 
by  a  Council  of  State  consisting  of  members 
appointed  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  advising 
him,  as  a  merely  consultative  body,  on  ail  matters 
of  legislation,  administration,  and  justice.  The 
only  part  of  this  scheme  that  was  actually  realised 
was  the  creation  of  a  Council  of  State,  which  was 
first  appointed  in  1810  and  used  as  an  instrument 
for  strengthening  the  power  of  the  Autocracy. 
Its  members  were  recruited  from  among  the 
ex-Miuisters  and  other  high  dignitaries  who  were 
not  the  immediate  subordinates  of  the  Ministers 
in  power :  but  it  was  not  always  consulted  with 
regard  to  the  legislative  schemes  that  were  under 
consideration,  and  frequently  proposals  brought 
forward  by  the  heads  of  the  Government  Depart- 
ments received  the  Imperial  sanction  without  any 
reference  to  the  Council  of  State. 

With  the  establishment  of  the  Constitution  of 
,1<K)H  the  Council  of  State  underwent  a  trans- 


formation, and,  from  being  a  merely  consultative 
body,  became  an  essentia!  and  active  part  of  the 
newly  created  Legislature.  It  was  endowed 
with  functions  identical  with  those  of  the  State 
Duma  in  the  matterlof  initiating  legislation, 
voting  supplies,  introducing  interpellations,  and 
so  forth,  and  no  measure,  it  was  decreed,  could 
go  to  the  Emperor  for  Sanction  without  its  assent. 
While  its  functions  were  thus  magnified,  its  com- 
position underwent  a  change.  Whereas  formerly 
all  its  members  were  nominated  by  the  Tsar, 
now  only  half  of  those'  who  actually  take  part 
in  its  deliberations  are  thus  appointed,  the  other 
half  being  elected  by  various  corporations.  At 
the  same  time  the  Tsar  may  confer  the  title  of 
Councillor  of  State,  though  without  the  right  to 
sit  in  the  House,  upon  as  many  of  his  subjects 
as  he  chooses  to  honour.  The  nomination  of  the 
President  and  V'iceTpresident  of  the  Council  are 
also  an  Imperial  prerogative,  a  fact  which,  con- 
sidering the  wide  povers  exercised  by  these 
officers,  has  an  important  bearing  upon  the  com- 
plexion of  the  Chamber.  Of  the  ninety-eight 
elected  members,  six  are  chosen  to  represent  the 
Orthodox  Church  ;  forty  are  selected  by  direct 
vote  of  the  provincial  Zemstvos ;  ten  by  the 
assemblies  of  large  landowners  in  those  govern- 
ments of  Russia  proper  where  no  Zemstvo  exists  ; 
six  by  the  landowners  in  the  ten  Polish  govern- 
ments ;  eighteen  by  the  assemblies  of  the 
nobility;  six  by  the  Academy  of  Science  and  the 
Universities  ;  and  twelve  by  the  great  commercial 
and  industrial  corporations.  Every  year  the  Tsar 
designates  which  of  th^  members  appointed  by 
him  are  to  sit  on  the  (.%'uucil,  with  the  proviso 
that  their  numbers  shall  not  exceed  that  of  the 
elected  members.  The  latter  are  appointed  to 
serve  for  nine  years,  a  third  of  their  number 
retiring  every  third  year  by  rotation.  Apart 
from  its  legislative  functions  the  Council  of  State, 
by  means  of  its  four  special  departments,  has  to 
iperform  certain  duties  of  an  administrative  and 
judicial  character. 

From  this  brief  survey  of  the  composition  and 
constitution  of  the  Upper  House  it  will  be  fairly 
obvious  where  the  evils  to  which  we  have  dr  awn 
attention  have  their  origin.  One  half  of  the 
Council  is  directly  nominated  by  the  Crown,  and 
these  members  are  dependent  on  Court  favour 
for  their  reappointment  from  year  to  year. 
Naturally  they  can  be  nothing  but  tools  in  the 
hands  of  the  ruling  powers.  Of  the  other  half, 
a  considerable  number  represent  the  landed 
interests,  so  that  there  is  always  a  decisive 
majority  opposed  to  reform.  The  Progressist 
Bill,  we  understand,  proposes  that  members 
nominated  by  the  Emperor  should  be  appointed 
to  serve  for  life,  that  there  should  be  an  adequate 
elective  representation  of  the  towns  to  counter- 
balance the  overwhelming  representation  of 
agrarian  interests,  and  that  urban  members 
should  hold  their  seats  for  four  years,  and  rural 
members  for  three.  These  proposals,  if  carried 
into  effect,  would  certainly  emancipate  the  Upper- 
Chamber  to  some  extent  from  the  unwholesome 
and  all-powerful  influences  to  which  it  is  at 
present  subjected,  and  would  give  progressive 
measures  the  chance  of  securing  a  sympathetic 
hearing.  So  long,  however,  as  the  Council  of 
State  continues  to  serve  the  interests  of  the 
Government  with  undeviating  faithfulness,  there 
is  little  prospect  of  a  measure  of  this  kind,  though 
passed  in  every  session  of  every  Duma,  becoming 
law  by  Constitutional  methods. 


In  consequence  of  the  Easter  Holidays, 
the  next  issue  of  "  Darkest  Russia "  will 
be  issued  on  Wednesday  Evening  instead 
of  on  Wednesday  Morning. 


THE  TERCENTENARY 
AFTER. 


AND 


Liberated  Prisoners  Immediately 
Re-arrested. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  March  12th. 

The  Tercentenary  week  has  passed  without  the 
least  excitement.  Immense  crowds  gathered  at 
night  to  look  at  the  illuminations,  but  there  was  no 
trace  of  enthusiasm  anywhere.  The  central  feature 
of  the  festivities  was  provided  by  two  documents, 
one  of  which  is  styled  a  Manifesto  and  the  other  a 
Ukase.  The  former  breathes  the  spirit  of  narrow, 
intolerant  Nationalism,  which  now  colours  the  whole 
policy  of  our  Government.  While  it  refers  to  the 
Orthodox  clergy,  the  Nobility,  the  Army,  the  Govern- 
ment officials,  the  men  of  science  and  devotees  of 
art,  the  landowners,  the  merchants,  the  industrialists, 
and  lastly  the  peasants  as  having  worked  for  the 
welfare  and  glory  of  Russia,  it  does  not  give  a  single 
word  to  the  Poles,  the  Finns,  the  Letts,  the  Germans, 
the  Jews,  and  the  many  other  races,  as  if  their  blood 
had  not  been  shed  on  the  battlefields,  or  as  if  their 
labours  had  not  contributed  towards  creating  national 
wealth  and  culture. 

Ministers  and  the  Ukase. 

Still  less  satisfactory  is  found  to  be  the  Ukase 
enumerating  the  Tsar's  favours,  which  the  authorities 
did  well  not  to  describe  as  an  amnesty.  When  the 
draft  of  this  document  was  discussed  by  the  Council 
of  Ministers,  two  of  them  declared  frankly  that  the 
proclamation  only  amounted  to  a  formality,  as 
the  prisons  would  soon  be  filled  again  with  their 
present  inmates.  The  representative  of  the  Ministry 
of  Justice  spoke  in  the  same  strain  before  the  Prisons 
Committee  of  the  Duma.  When  a  member  of  that 
Committee  proposed  a  reduction  of  the  estimates,  as 
the  number  of  prisoners  would  largely  diminish  after 
March  6th,  the  spokesman  of  the  Ministry  of  Justice 
told  the  Committee  that  the  prisons  would  not  remain 
vacant  for  long.  What  was  granted  was  the  bestowal 
of  favours  on  several  elements  of  the  population, 
including  the  criminals  ;  but  there  was  no  amnesty — 
that  is  to  say,  no  Act  promising  to  forget  the  past  and 
to  start  a  new  way  of  life. 

People  might  be  misled  by  the  circumstance  that 
a  full  pardon  has  been  granted  to  persons  charged 
with  Press  offences.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  Russian  Public  Prosecutors  had  been  so 
zealous  in  instituting  Press  prosecutions  that  the 
courts  had  become  Hooded  with  such  cases,  many 
of  which  had  for  years  been  awaiting  their  turn  for 
hearing.  Moreover,  among  the  writers  who  have 
been  forced  to  live  abroad  there  are  many  famous 
men  enjoying  a  great  reputation  in  other  countries, 
whose  public  opinion  the  Russian  Government  would 
like  to  conciliate. 

A  Spirit  of  Vindictiveness. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Ukase  does  not  apply  to 
Articles  101,  102,  and  126  of  the  Penal  Code,  so  that 
those  sentenced  in  virtue  of  these  articles  do  not 
obtain  any  alleviation  of  their  punishment.  In  order 
to  realise  what  this  means,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  Russian  Penal  Code  is  extremely  obsolete, 
and  that  its  provisions  were  drafted  to  deal  with 
crimes  quite  different  from  those  which  are  com- 
mitted nowadays,  especially  with  regard  to  political 
matters. 

Up  to  1904  political  offences  were  not  tried  at  all, 
but  punished  administratively.  But  when  it  became 
necessary  to  try  such  cases  they  had  to  be  brought 
under  the  provisions  of  the  old  Penal  Code.  Hence 
it  is  that  the  mere  adhesion  to  one  of  the  Left 
parties  is  visited  with  deportation  to  Siberia  and 
penal  servitude,  in  virtue  of  articles  designed  to 
punish  preparations  for  or  participation  in  a  rebellion. 
It  was  therefore  all  the  more  reasonable  to  expect 
that  the  Tsar's  favours  would  be  largely  extended  to 
the  victims  of  such  sentences.  The  Ukase,  however, 
has  passed  them  over  altogether,  thus  displaying  an 
unworthy  spirit  of  vindictiveness  for  the  events  of 
190s; — not.  perhaps,  on  the  part  of  the  Tsar,  but  on  the 
part  of  M.  Scheglovitoff,  that  whilom  Liberal  who 
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has  now  become  the  firmest  supporter  of  black 
Reaction. 

Favours  for  the  Nobility. 

Considerable  favours  have,  on  the  other  hand- 
been  showered  on  the  Nobility,  which  is  the  most 
Reactionary  class  of  Russian  society.  A  special  com- 
mittee of  the  Nobility  Conference  held  list  year 
declared  that  the  loans  granted  to  the  Nobles,  in 
virtue  of  the  Law  of  March  28th,  1906,  had  proved 
insufficient  to  put  their  estates  in  order  after  the 
agrarian  troubles  of  1904  and  1905,  though,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  their  estates  had  already  been  ruined 
before  those  events.  The  committee  further  stated 
that  the  grants  received  did  not  even  enable  the 
Nobles  to  .start  paying  interest  on  the  capital  debt, 
and  therefore  proposed  to  make  those  grants  abso- 
lute, or  at  least  to  postpone  their  repayment  for  an 
indefinite  period.  This  campaign  of  the  Nobles 
against  the  Treasury  chest  has  now  succeeded.  The 
Tercentenary  Ukase  makes  them  a  present  of  their 
grants,  including  arrears  and  fines,  besides  creating  a 
Ten-Million  Fund  for  the  benefit  ot  the  Nobles' 
Mutual  Aid  Societies. 

Everything  for  the  Nobles,  but  very  little  for  the 
rest  of  the  population,  and  nothing  for  those  who 
have  taken  any  part  in  the  political  movement. 
These,  last  have  been  subjected  to  new  persecutions 
immediately  after  the  issue  of  the  Manifesto. 

Pardon  and  Re-arrest. 

On  March  9th  fourteen  persons  who  had  been 
liberated  on  the  previous  evening  were  re-arrested  at 
Grodno. 

On  March  10th  the  police  made  wholesale  searches 
and  arrests  at  Vitebsk. 

As  early  as  March  7th  the  Kharkov  police  effected 
wholesale  arrests  among  the  intellectuals  and  work- 
men, charging  the  latter  with  preparing  the  issue  of 
an  drgan  devoted  to  workmen's  insurance. 

In  St.  Petersburg  its. -If  new  searches  and  arrests 
were  commenced  on  March  10th. 

On  Sunday,  March  9th,  at  1  a.m.,  Okhrana  officers 
entered  the  premises  of  the  Kalashnikoff  Exchange, 
in  Kharkov-street,  where  an  entertainment  for  a 
charitable  purpose  was  proceeding,  and  informed 
the  police-officer  on  duty  that  among  the  visitors  was- 
a  person  whom  they  had  to  search  and  arrest.  An 
Okhrana  agent  was  allowed  to  enter  the  hall,  whence 
he  went  to  the  refreshment-room,  pointing  out  to  the 
officer  on  duty  a  young  man  seated  at  a  table  among 
a  group  which  included  several  Duma  Members. 
The  unknown  young  man  was  taken  to  another  room, 
and,  although  nothing  of  an  objectionable  nature 
was  found  on  him,  he  was  conducted  to  prison  by  a 
strong  escort  of  police  agents  and  constables. 

What  was  his  crime  ?  A  murder,  perhaps,  or  a 
robbery  r  No  ;  he  was  merely  suspected  of  belong- 
ing to  the  Social  Democratic  part)'.  This  led  three 
days  later  to  the  arrest  of  two  Georgians  and  one 
Armenian,  who  had  arrived  at  the  capital  simul- 
taneously with  him.  In  the  workmen's  quarter  a 
number  of  other  arrests  were  made,  among  the 
prisoners  being  four  persons  who  had  been  liberated 
in  virtue  of  the  Imperial  Manifesio. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Tercentenary  celebra- 
tions have  changed  nothing  among  us :  everything 
remains  as  it  was. 


NICHOLAS  MOROSOFF. 

Famous    Writer    Released  from  Prison. 

Three  prisoners  of  the  Dvinsk  fortress,  MM. 
Nicholas  Morosoff,  A.  V.  Pyeshekhonoff,  and  B.  N. 
Kissin,  have  returned  to  St.  Petersburg  on  their 
release  in  virtue  of  the  Imperial  Ukase. 

M.  Nicholas  Morosoff,  the  famous  writer,  whose 
career  lias  already  been  sketched  in  Darkest 
RUSSIA,  has  profited  by  the  reduction  granted  by  the 
amnesty  to  the  extent  of  three  we  -ks,  after  which 
his  sentence  would  have  expired  in  the  ordinary 
course.  He  is  now  fifty-eight  years  of  age,  and  has 
•.pent  exactly  half  his  life  in  confinement.  Long 
before  his  incarceration  in  the  Dvinsk  fortress  he  was 
imprisoned  for  two  years  in  the  fortress  of  Peter  and 
Caul.  Thence  he  was  transferred  to  the  island 
fortress  of  Schlucsselburg,  from  which  he  was  only 
released  after  twenty-five  years'  confinement. 

M.  Morosoff  it  still  as  full  of  enthusiasm  as  ever, 
and  his  vigorous  brain  has  not  remained  idle  during 
his  latest  term  of  imprisonment.  In  th  it  compara- 
tively short  time  he  has  managed  to  compose  the 
following  five  works  :— //;  the  Depth  0/  the  Nclhcr 
Regions,  or  The  Troubles  of  a  Prisoner  ;  In  the  Name  of 
brotherhood,  in  which  he  describes  the  movement  of 
1874  ;  Fret  Mountains,  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  Russian 
emigrants  in  Switzerland  in  the  year  1875  ;  'the  Days 
of  Trial,  which  describes  the  experience ,  of  a  prisoner 
during  preliminary  confinement  and  the  famous 
"  Trial  of  the  193  '  ;  and  For  Light  and  Freedom,  which 
relates  to  the  period  that  preceded  the  year  1879 
when  the  aspirat  ons  of  the  revolutionary  movement 
were  summed  up  in  the  title  of  their  organ— Land 

and  Liberty. 


THE    LITTLE  AMNESTY. 

Limitations   and   Anomalies   of  the 
Imperial  Ukase. 

As  we  pointed  out  last  week,  the  meagre  amnesty 
procl  limed  on  the  occasion  of  the  Romanoff  Tercen- 
tenary does  not  apply  to  political  offenders  as  a 
special  category,  but  merely  includes  some  of  them 
among  the  common-law  convicts  who<e  sentences 
have  been  reduced.  Wherever  the  Ukase  admits 
any  disparity  of  treatment  between  common-law 
criminals  and  political  offenders,  discrimination  is 
made  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  latter. 

Such  as  it  is,  it  must  not  be  imagined  that  the  Ukase 
is  of  such  a  nature  that  he  who  runs  may  read  it.  Far 
from  that  being  the  case,  the  proclamation  does  not 
even  specify  the  acts  committed  or  alleged  for  which 
clemency  may  be  granted,  but  simply  the  articles  of 
the  Penal  Code  in  virtue  of  which  the  sentences  were 
passed.  This  presupposes,  or  at  any  rate  requires,  an 
extensive  legal  knowledge  of  the  respective  articles, 
the  very  interpretation  of  some  of  which  may  have 
to  come  before  the  Senate  for  elucidation. 

The  general  public  may  therefore  be  excused  if  it 
has  ascribed  to  the  Special  Imperial  Ukase  issued  to 
the  Governing  Senate  a  larger  scope  than  it  actually 
possesses.  In  some  quarters  there  was  certainly 
an  expectation  that  an  amnesty  granted  on  so  excep- 
tional an  anniversary  would  at  least  equal,  if  not 
exceed,  the  provisions  of  previous  edicts  of  that 
kind.  All  the  more  poignant  was  the  grief  of  those 
who  crowded  in  front  of  the  prison  gates  to  gre:t 
their  relations  and  friends,  whose  release  they  confi- 
dently expected.  Only  a  few  hundred  prisoners  were 
liberated,  while  many  thousands  remained  behind 
the  prison  bars,  cruelly  disillusioned. 

Former  Amnesties  Compared. 

A  comparison  of  the  latest  amnesty  with  its  preL 
decessors  will  serve  to  account  for  the  disappoint- 
ment of  those  who  eagerly  awaited  the  opening  of 
the  pri-on  gates. 

The  Imperial  Manifesto,  or  rather  the  Special 
Ukase  which  forms  its  amplification,  only  grants 
absolute  pardon  for  acts  involving  as  a  maximum 
penalty  a  fine  of  600  roubles  or  imprisonment  with- 
out diminution  of  rights  or  status.  This  provision 
does  not  take  account  of  the  sentence  actually 
passed  by  the,  court,  which  may  have  imposed  a 
minor  or  minimum  punishment,  but  only  of  the 
maximum  penalty  that  might  have  been  inflicted. 
The  signatories  of  the  Viborg  Manifesto,  to  take  a 
notable  example,  were  only  sentenced  to  three 
months'  simple  imppsonment  ;  nevertheless,  they 
would  not  come  under  the  operation  of  the  present 
amnesty,  because  it  was  within  the  competence  of 
the  court,  on  the  specific  charge  on  which  they  were 
arraigned,  to  accompany  the  penalty  of  imprison- 
ment with  the  deprivation  of  rights.  Although  only 
cited  as  an  illuminating  illustration,  this  particular 
case  has  not  lost  all  practical  application  even  now, 
since  only  a  fortnight  ago  we  had  to  record  the 
belated  Sentence  of  ihree  months'  imprisonment 
passed  on  M.  Michaelitchenko,  a  member  of  the 
first  Duma,  because  on  the  dissolution  of  that  body 
in  1906  he  had  appended  his  signature  to  the  Viborg 
Manifesto. 

The  full  benefit  of  the  amnesty  thus  only  applies 
to  minor  offences  punishable  by  Justices  of  Peace, 
while  confinement  in  a  fortress,  which  is  almost 
exclusively  reserved  for  political  offenders,  is  omitted 
from  the  absolute  sections  of  the  Ukase. 

While  the  Manifesto  issued  on  May  24th,  1904,  on 
the  birth  of  an  Heir  to  the  Throne,  and  previous 
Manifestos  unconditionally  released  from  punish- 
ment all  persons  liable  to  confinement  in  a  fortress 
unaccompanied  by  the  loss  of  rights,  the  Tercen- 
tenary Ukase  only  allows  the  reduction  of  their 
sentence  by  one-third.  Even  severer  sentences 
actually  passed  by  the  court  were  reduced  by  the 
Man  festos  of  1904  and  November  3rd,  1905,  by  two- 
thirds  ;  the  present  Ukase,  however,  does  not  allow 
them  to  be  reduced  by  more  than  one-third. 

Leae-Majeste. 

The  Coronation  Manifesto  of  Alexander  I II.  granted 
full  pardon  to  persons  guilty  of  lesc-majestc,  while 
that  of  1904  not  only  released  such  persons  from  their 
actual  punishment,  but  also  from  the  consequent 
disabilities  involved  by  Articles  103,  104,  106,  and  107 
of  the  Penal  Code.  The  present  Ukase  narrows 
down  considerably  the  scope  of  the  indulgence  by 
withhol  ling  the  resolution  of  rights  from  persons 
guilty  of  lise-majcslc  in  a'  minor  degree  while  it 
exclude--  altogether  from  the  benefit  of  the  amnesty 
those  guilty  of  the  graver  degrees  of  the  offence. 

As  we  have  already  s  ate  ',  the  Manilesto  is  mo-t 
liberal  with  regard  to  Pre-%s  offences,  which  are  even 
granted  preferential  treatment  as  compared  with 
identical  offences  committed  by  word  of  mouth 
instead  of  in  print.  To  mak«  the  point  clear  it  may 
be  staterl  that  Article  129  of  the  Penal  Code  deals 
with  ihe  dissemination  ot  seditious  ideas  in  speeches 
I  or  by  means  of  the  Press.  As  the  present  Ukase 
I  extends  a  full  pardon  to  such  offences  only  when 


committed  through  the  Press,  it  result-  in  the 
anomaly  that  a  person  guilty  of  delivering  an  objec- 
tionable speech  before  the  most  limited  audience 
only  gets  his  punishment  reduced  by  one  third, 
while  he  is  released  from  punishment  altogether  if 
he  has  made  the  same  statements  in  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  copies  of  newspapers  or  other  publi- 
cations, 

Ex-Deputies   and   the  Amnesty. 

It  had  been  expected  that  the  amnesty  would  lead 
to  the  reinstatement  of  the  members  of  the  6  ' 
Duma  111  their  electoral  rights,  which  could  only  be 
res'orcd  to  them  either  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature 
or  by  a  special  Imperial  decree.  Hut,  so  far  fron. 
restoring  the  franchise  to  the  signatories  of  the 
Viborg  Manifesto,  the  Ukase  does  not  reinstate  in 
their  electoral  rights  even  those  victims  of  political 
charges  who  have  actually  profited  by  the  amnesty. 

The  deported  members  of  the  second  Duma  who 
are  still  serving  their  sentence  do  not  obtain  any 
remission  of  their  punishment.  Several  of  the  con- 
demned deputies,  however,  instead  of  being  deported 
were  made  to  serve  their  sentences  in  the  prisons  of 
the  districts  where  they  reside  or  in  the  southern 
prisons,  that  indulgence,  which  was  necessitated  by 
special  reasons,  being  compensated  by  the  addition 
of  two  and  a  half  years  t)  the  original  sentence. 
These  prisoners  are  benefiting  so  far  by  the  amnesty 
as  to  be  released  from  the  confinement  imposed 
upon  them  over  and  above  the  original  term  of  their 
sentence,  and  to  be  now  deponed  to  Siberia  for- 
simple  exile,  instead  of  penal  servitude. 


IN   THE  DUMA. 

Universal  Suffrage  Bill   Introduced  by 
the  Cadets. 


The  Duma  resumed  its  sitting;  on  the  12th  inst.. 
when  it  resolved  by  a  considerable  majority  to  refer 
the  Liberty  of  Associations  Bill,  introduced  by  the 
Cadets,  to  a  Judicial  Commiitee. 

A  debate  then  took  place  on  another  Cadet  measure, 
the  Liberty  of  Meetings  Bill,  whose  introduction  was 
declared  desirable  by  a  majority  of  151  to  69,  and. 
which  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee. 

M.  Rodzianko  next  read  out  a  communication  from 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  to  the  effect  that  the 
Government  was  unable  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  the 
alteration  of  the  electoral  iaw,  as  proposed  by  the 
Cadets,  since  the  motion  in  question  deviated  from 
the  law  now  in  force. 

The  debate  on  the  Cadet  Bill  for  Universal 
Suffrage  was  opened  by  a  lengthy  speech  delivered 
by  Professor  Miliukoff,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
pointed  out  that  the  peasant  deputies,  returned  to 
the  Duma  by  means  of  the  official  and  reactionary 
filter,  were  expressing  the  same  views  on  the  land 
question  as  their  independent  predecessors  of  the 
first  and  second  Dumas. 

"But  we  have  had  experience,''  he  continued,  "of 
other  dependent  elements,  such  as  those  who  sit  here 
on  the  Right  and  wear  a  special  costume.  My 
colleague  Roditcheff  was  contradicted  at  the  time 
when  he  said  that  the  clergy  were  dependent,  and 
declarations  were  eve,n  read  out  us  on  the  independ- 
ence of  the  clergy.  But  how  is  it  that  one  of  the  two 
Bishops  who  have  been  sitting  here  has  already  been 
removed  ? " 

A  Scene  in  the  House. 

The  following  passage  in  M.  Miliukoffs  speech 
caused  a  great  uproar  among  the  Right,  and  led  to 
M.  Rodzianko's  refusing  to  allow  the  speaker  to  pro- 
ceed, and  suspending  the  sitting  for  ten  minut  -s  :— 

"  Without  a  democratic  popular  representation,  the 
principles  of  the  October  Manifes'o  will  not  be 
realised  in  legislation,  nor  can  political  freedom  be 
attained  without  such  representation.  What  are  you 
waiting  for  ?  Are  you  going  to  carry  your  delay  to 
the  p>int.  of  postp  inement  reached  by  Rus  ian 
Absolutism  before  October  30th  ?  You  will  end  by 
making  the  demands  of  democracy  more  animited, 
stronger,  and  more  insistent  ;  so  that,  after  the  period 
of  pacification,  violent  forms  and  methods  of  struggle 
will  again  appea--  on  the  stage.  Only  then  will  you 
come  to  the  conclusion,  as  did  the  Belgian  Council 
of  Ministers,  that  the  time  for  appeasement  has 
arrived,  and  that  in  order  to  pacify  and  to  save  the 
Crown  it  is  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  this  last 
expedient." 

The  Progressists  have  presented  to  the  Duma  a 
1  iill  dealing  with  the  immunity  of  deputies  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  of  State  for  speeches  made  by 
them  in  the  exercise  of  their  duties.  Tne  Octohrists 
have  agreed  to  support  the  Bill,  although  the  expl  ma<- 
tory  memorial  accompanying  it  is  not  ahogtther  to 
their  l>king. 

The  Labour  group  has  introduced  an  interpellation 
on  the  action  of  the  Minister  of  Justice  in  not  cr-  dit- 
ing  prisoners  in  solitary  cells  with  the  period  of  pre- 
liminary 1  onlincmcnt  which  had  been  included  by 
the  Court  as  p  irt  of  their  sentence.  The  in  erpellators 
demand  the  immediate  release  of  all  such  prisoners 
I  who  have  served  three-parts  of  their  sentence,  ita 
accordance  with  the  Imperial  Manifesto  of  March  6th. 
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NOTES. 


The  Amnesty  in  Operation. 

The  Russian  people  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  very  greatly  impressed  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  Imperial  prerogative  of  mercy  was 
exercised  on  the  occasion  of  the  Romanoff  Ter- 
centenary. In  many  quarters  the  present 
amnesty  is  contrasted  unfavourably  with  pre- 
vious proclamations  of  a  similar  character  made 
in  recent  years,  and  an  examination  of  the  terms 
of  the  Ukase  has  revealed  clearly  not  only  the 
narrow  limits  but  also  the  strange  anomalies  of 
iti  operation.  Especially  singular  is  the  provi- 
sion by  which,  in  determining  what  offences 
should  receive  the  benefit  of  an  absolute  pardon, 
consideration  is  paid  not  to  the  sentence  actually 
passed;  but  to  the  maximum  sentence  that  might 
have  been  awarded.  As  far  as  political  prisoners 
are  concerned,  the  net  result  of  the  amnesty  is 
seen  to  be  very  small.  A  few  of  them,  including 
M.  Nirfhbl  as  Morosoff,  with  whose  high  literary 
achievements  and  long  prison  career  our  readers 
will  be  familiar,  have  been  restored  to  liberty, 
but  the  vast  majority  of  them  will  continue  to 
languish  in  gaol.  It  should  be  noted  that  if 
Miss  Malecka's  sentence  had  not  been  cancelled 
she  1  would  not  have  benefited  by  the  amnesty, 
because  her  alleged  "  crime  "  that  of  furthering 
the  cause  of  Socialism  in  Russia — came  under 
the  operation  of  Article  102  of  the  Penal  Code, 
and  offences  to  which  this  Article  applies  are 
expressly  placed  outside  the  scope  of  the  procla- 
mation. That  the  amnesty  does  not  mark  the 
birth  of  a  new  spirit  in  police  procedure  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  several  of  those  who  were 
released  from  prison  on  March  15 th  were  almost 
immediately  rearrested.  If  any  part  of  the 
purpose  affected  by  the  amnesty  was  the  recon- 
ciliation of  the  people  with  the  ruling  powers, 
it  will  certainly  not  have  been  achieved. 


M.  Lopukhin's  Release. 

The  release  of  M.  Lopukhin,  of  course,  has  no 
connection  whatever  with  the  amnesty.  His 
pardon  was  granted  several  weeks  before  the 
Ukase  was  issued,  and  it  was  probably  only  for 
appearance'  sake  that  its  announcement  was 
delayed  to  coincide  with  the  Tercentenary  pro- 
clamation. Having  pointed  this  out,  we  have  to 
express  our  deep  satisfaction  that  so  signal,  if 
tardy,  an  act  of  justice  has  been  performed,  espe- 
cially as  it  is  undoubtedly  the  outcome  of  the 
vigorous  Press  campaign  carried  on  in  Russia 
last  year.  The  former  Director  of  the  Police 
Department  was  sentenced  to  penal  servitude 
four  years  ago  because  he  was  known  to  be  one 
of  those  very  rare  phenomena  in  Russia — an 
honest  Government  official.  He  it  was  who  dis- 
covered the  secret  of  the  printing-office  run  by 
the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  whence  pogrom  pro- 
clamations were  scattered  broadcast  all  over  the 
country;  and  it  was  he  who  exposed  the  real 
character  of  Azef,  prince  of  ayentr-prorociteurs. 
For  the  ostensible  charge  on  which  he  was  con- 
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demned — that  of  having  joined  the  revolutionary 
movement — there  was  not  the  shadow  of  a 
foundation,  and  the  blazing  irregularities  which 
were  committed  in  the  course  of  the  trial,  and 
which  were  upheld  by  the  Senate,  were  sufficient 
by  themselves  to  damn  Russian  justice  for  ever 
in  the  sight  of  honest  men.  And  yet  he  was  sent 
to  Siberia,  where,  although  practically  the  whole 
of  Russia  was  convinced  of  his  innocence,  he  has 
been  allowed  to  remain  for  four  years,  It  would 
have  been  preferable,  of  course,  if  M.  Lopukhin, 
instead  of  being  "  pardoned,"  had  been  granted  a 
fresh  trial,  and  we  trust  that  even  now  his  friends 
will  not  relax  their  effort-  to  have  the  case 
publicly  reopened.  In  any  event  we  congratulate 
ithe  biave  victim  of  a  dastardly  political  con- 
spiracy on  regaining  his  freedom,  and  trust 
that  at  no  distant  date  he  will  again  be  given  the 
opportunity  of  serving  his1  country  in  a  high 
public  capacity. 


The  Duma  Asserting  Itself. 

The  Tercentenary  celebrations  appear  to  have 
'been  made  the  occasion  for  .offering  the  Duma  a 
distinct  affront.  At  the  service  in  the  Kazan 
Cathedral  and  at  the  Winter  Palace  banquet  its 
jmembers  were  pushed  into  the  background,  and 
|would  have  remained  there  but  for  the  deter- 
|mined  action  of  their  President,  M.  Rodzianko. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  only  a  few  months 
ago  M.  Rodzianko  was  constrained  to  protest  in 
a  similar  fashion  on  the  occasion  of  the  Borodino 
Centenary  celebrations  held  in  Moscow,  from 
which  his  fellow-deputies  were  excluded,  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  in  official  circles  there  is 
a  deliberate  and  systematic  attempt  to  flout  the 
Duma  and  circumscribe  its  privileges.  It  would 
seem,  indeed,  that  in  proportion  as  the  Duma 
makes  some  show  of  independence  the  Adminis- 
tration takes  steps  to  intimate  that  it  is  only 
there  on  sufferance — a  kind  of  necessary  evil 
whose  action  must  be  minimised  in  every  possible 
way.  It  was  no  doubt  in  pursuance  of  the  same 
policy  that  the  Senate  recently  gave  its  amazing 
decision  which  makes  deputies  responsible  to  the 
law  for  speeches  delivered  by  them  in  the  Duma. 
We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  members  of  the 
Lower  House  are  making  it  clear  that  they  are 
not  going  to  accept  this  treatment  "  lying  down.'' 
and  that  the  Oetobrists  in  particular  are  showing 
themselves  to  be  resolute  defenders  of  the 
Duma's  right's  and  dignity.  With  the  movement 
to  reform  the  Council  of  State  also  set  on  foot, 
Russia  appears  to  be  on  the  eve  of  what  may  be 
a  decisive  struggle  between  the  oligarchy  and 
the  champions  of  representative  government. 

Beilis  and  the  Government. 

The  Ministry  of  J  iistice  is  reported  to  have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  case  against 
Beilis  must  be  dropped  for  want  of  evidence, 
while  at  the  same  time  declaring  its  conviction 
that  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky  was  committed 
with  a  "ritual"  motive.  So  complete  has  been 
the  failure  of  the  authorities,  witli  the  whole 
machinery  of  State  to  help  them,  to  discover  a 
particle  of  evidence  that  might  incriminate 
Beilis  in  the  slightest  degree  that  many  of  the 
libel-mongers  would  undoubtedly  welcome  such 
a  solution  of  the  affair,  which  would  save  them 
and  their  propaganda  from, a  public  exposure.  It 
may  be  regarded  as  certain  that  there  is  nothing 
to  be  alleged  against  Beilis  save  the  fact  that  he 
is  a  Jew  and  that  the  "  Black  Hundred  "  frater- 
nity have  sedulously  disseminated  the  "  ritual 
murder"  charge  against  his  co-religionists. 
If  the  authorities  were  actually  to  base  his 
indictment  upon  the  blood  legend,  they  could 
not  well  deny  the  defence  the  right  to  bring 
rebutting  evidence  emanating  from  Christian 
theologians  of  a  different  stamp  from  the  dis- 
credited Government  '•  experts,"  whose  malevo- 
lent assertions  could  not  bear  the  light  of  a 
public  investigation.     In  this  connection  it  is 


47 


instructive  to  read  in  the  Retch  the  crushing 
exposure  of  Lutostansky,  who  is  regarded 
by  "  Black  Hundred  "  agitators  as  their  great 
authority.  Thus  there  appears  to  be  every 
prospect  that   the   charge   against   Beilis,  who 

1  has  been  kept  for  close  upon  two  years  in 
prison,  will  be  dropped  in  this  unsatisfactory 
fashion.  The  unspeakable  Zemschina,  we  note, 
jumps  with  alacrity  at  the  procedure  which  is 

jhere  foreshadowed,  the  main  point  being,  in  its 
opinion,  that  "the  practice  o£  ritual  minder 
should  be  established  beyond  all  doubt." 

M.  Sabler  Snubbed. 

His  Holiness  the  Patriarch  of  Antioch.  one  of 
ithe  most  distinguished  visitors  who  journeyed  to 
iSt.  Petersburg  in  order  to  participate  in  the  Ter- 
centenary rejoicings,  is  extremely  displeased 
with  the  Chief  Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod, 
!and  with  very  good  reason.  M.  Sabler  had  induced 
him  during  his  stay  in ,  the  capital  to  attend  a 
conference  of  the  Dnbrovin  branch  of  the  Union 
of  the  Russian  People.  The  Patriarch's  first 
question,  after  attending  the  conference,  was  why 
lits  members  called  themselves  "  Real  Russians," 
and  in  what  way  they  differed  from  other 
(Russians.  M.  Sabler's  reply  to  this  discon- 
certing question  has  not  been  placed  on  record  ; 
which  is  a  pity,  as  it  should  have  been  exceed- 
ingly instructive.  When,  however,  the  Patriarch 
discovered  that  he  had  been  enticed  into  a  party 
gathering,  and  thus  dragged  into  the  muddy 
vortex  of  Russian  internal  politics,  he  was  not 
slow  to  express  his  grave  dissatisfaction  with  the 
Chief  Procurator's  action.  Even  in  his  own 
country,  he  explained,  lie  kept  carefully  aloof 
from  all  parties,  and  it  would  therefore  be  all  the 
more  improper  that  he  should  become  involved 
in  the  domestic  affairs  of  a  foreign  State  whose 
guest  he  was.  M.  Sabler  has  now  had  a  striking- 
lesson,  which  we  trust — although  with  no  degree 
of  confidence — he  has  taken  to  heart. 


THE    COUNCIL   OF  STATE. 
Bill  for  Reform  of  the  Upper  House. 

The  Progressists  have  presented  to  the  Duma  a 
Bill  for  the  reform  of  the  Council  of  State.  The 
explanatory  memorial  accompanying  the  Bill  points 
out  that  the  Duma  has  been  meeting  with  ever- 
increasing  impediments  in  the  exercise  of  its  duties 
owing  to  the  action  of  the  Council  of  State.  Ever 
since  1908  the  Council  ot  State  has  made  it  clear  that 
it  does  not  aim  at  regulating  the  progress  of  legisla- 
tion, but  at  bringing  it  to  h  complete  standstill,  and 
even  at  returning  to  the  legislative  system  cond  mned 
by  the  October  Manifesto.  Thus  the  Council  of 
St^te  has  lost  the  character  of  a  conservative  institu- 
tion which  is  the  general  feature  of  Upper  Chambers. 
Even  Government  proposals  and  Bills  passed  by  so 
Conservative  a  body  as  the  third  Duma  tuve  been 
paralysed  by  the  action  of  the  Upper  House. 

The  Council  of  State,  it  is  said,  has  produced  a 
morbid  condition  of  aff  urs,  preventing  the  develop- 
ment of  the  spiritual  and  material  forces  of  Russia,  as 
well  as  the  satisfaction  of  the  modest  and  pressing 
needs  of  the  Russian  people,  and  thus  creating  dis- 
content and  irritation  among  the  Russian  public. 

Tlie  original  idea  of  making  the  Council  of  State 
a  body  representing  all  the  classes  has  not  been 
realised,  the  majority  of  the  people — the  peasantry 
and  the  urban  population — remaining  without  a 
voice  in  the  Council,  and  the  nobility  being  the  only 
class  represented. 

The  Bill  therefore  proposes  to  introduce  the  urban 
element  by  granting  to  twenty  nine  important  cities 
the  right  of  electing  one  member  e  ich  to  the 
Council.  In  the  governments  in  possession  of 
Zemstvo  institutions  the  membeisare  to  be  elected 
from  among  the  local  landowners. 

Tne  members  who  are  appointed  by  the  Tsar  are 
to  be  placed  in  a  position  of  independence  from  the 
influence  of  the  rapidly-changing  Administration. 
Trie  Bill  therefore  proposes  that  such  Councill  >rs  be 
appointed  for  life,  and  only  relieved  from  Dffice  at 
their  own  request. 


The  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  twenty-two 
villages  in  the  district  of  Krasnoyarsk,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Yenisseysk,  has  been  seized  by  the  police, 
and  is  to  be  s  »ld  by  public  auction,  because  of  their 
inabdity  to  pay  the  taxes. 
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PIONEERS    OF  REFORM. 


HI.     The    First    Collective  Steps. 

The  so-called  era  of  great  reforms  in  Russia 
f  1859-65)  coincides  with  a  most  remarkable  ptriod 
in  "modern  history.  The  heroic  liberation  struggle 
in  Italy,  the  Civil  War  in  America  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  the  recovery  of  Constitutional  rights  in 
Hungary,  the  working-class  agitation  in  Kngland 
and  France.  Lassalle's  activity  in  Germany — all 
this  had  a  great  inlluence  on  the  awakening  of 
public  opinion  and  the  demand  for  reforms  in 
Russia. 

Since  at  that  time  education  was  a  luxury  exclu- 
sively enjoyed  by  the  nobility,  it  was  only  natural 
that  noblemen  of  progressive  ideas  should  appear  as 
the  champions  of  Constitutionalism.  By  a  Charter 
of  Catherine  II.  the  nobility  of  each  province  and  of 
each  district  of  a  province  form  a  sort  of  autonomous 
body,  with  an  elected  Marshal  at  its  head.  In  eacn 
province  they  enjoy  the  privilege  of  setting  forth 
their  wishes  and  the  needs  of  the  country  in  a 
petition  which  is  presented  directly  to  the  Tsar  by 
the  Marshal  of  Nobility,  who  has  the  right  to  claim 
an  audience  of  his  Majesty.  Although  in  those  years 
the  nobility  as  a  whoie  were  not  cordially  disposed 
towards  the  Tsar  on  account  of  the  abolition  of 
serfdom,  in  a  few  provinces  the  enlightened  elements 
were  in  a  majority. 

Nobles'   Petitions   to  the  Tsar. 

Under  their  influence  a  series  of  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  the  meetings  of  the  nobility  to  petition 
the  Tsar  to  grant  Constitutional  reforms.  Especially 
outspoken  and  courageous  were  the  nobles  of 
Tver  and  Moscow,  whose  example  was  followed  by 
those  of  Nijni  Novgorod,  Vladimir,  and  a  few  other 
provinces.  The  most  striking  of  these  petitions  was 
the  famous  address  of  the  Tver  nobility  ( 1862),  which 
formulated  such  democratic  demands  as  the  abolition 
of  class  distinctions,  free  popular  education,  and  so 
forth. 

Alexander  II.  and  his  Government  were  amazed  at 
this  daring  programme,  and  the  whole  delegation 
which  presented  the  petition, including  M.  Umkovsky 
and  the  brothers  Demianoff,  were  imprisoned  in  the 
fortress  of  Peter  and  Paul,  and  afterwards  banished 
by  administrative  order,  mostly  to  their  estates. 

The  Moscow  nobility,  with  the  approval  and 
consent  of  the  Governor-General  of  Moscow,  M. 
Afrosimoff,  one  of  the  highest  dignitaries  in  the 
Empire,  also  presented  their  petition  for  a  Constitu- 
tional Government.  Some  of  the  most  advanced 
Moscow  nobles  even  proposed  that  the  Romanoffs 
should  abdicate  if  they  were  not  prepared  tc  grant  a 
Constitution.  The  Governor-General  was  dismissed, 
but  the  Moscow  nobles  escaped  punishment,  and  not 
even  their  leader,  M.  Golokhvostoff,  was  molested. 

All  these  steps  had  no  immediate  result,  but  their 
tradition  was  preserved  ;  and  we  see  afterwards  the 
newly  created  Zemstvos — especially  those  of  Cher- 
nigov and  Tver — adopting  from  time  to  time  mild 
and  respectful  resolutions  in  favour  of  Constitutional 
reforms.  Among  these  champions  of  Constitu- 
tionalism in  the  Zemstvos  were  MM.  Petrunkevitch 
and  Roditcheff,  now  prominent  members  of  the 
Duma. 

Radical  Organisations. 

Parallel  with  these  manifestations  of  Liberal 
thought  among  the  nobility,  secretly  a  more  radical 
and  even  revolutionary  movement,  bearing  a  mildly 
socialistic  character,  began  to  develop.  An  organisa- 
tion of  this  nature  was  the  "  Maladaya  Rossia" 
"Young  Russia ''),  and  another  was  known  as  the 
"  Velikaross"  ("Great  Russia"].  In  1862  the  former 
published  its  programme  of  a  democratic,  federal, 
and  republican  form  of  government.  Communal 
posses-ion  of  the  land,  free  education  of  children, 
and  State  organisation  of  industry  were  other  points 
of  their  programme.  The  "Velikaross"  was  more 
moderate  in1  its  demands,  but,  having  lost  all  faith  in 
petitions  to  the  Tsar,  frankly  urged  the  nation  to  a 
revolutionary  struggle  in  order  to  obtain  a  Constitu- 
tion. The  poet  Mikhailoff,  a  friend  of  Cnemychcvsky 
and  Her/en,  the  translator  of  Heine  and  Thomas 
Hood,  and  the  author  of  the  first  essay  on  the  eman- 
cipation of  women,  was  condemned  to  hard  labour 
in  the  mines  of  Eastern  Siberia,  where  he  died,  and 
Pisareff,  one  of  the  most  talented  young  scientists 
and  literary  critics,  was  imprisoned  in  the  fortress  of 
Peter  and  Paul  from  1*62-67  ;  but,  with  these  excep- 
tions, very  few  who  took  part  in  this  agitation  were 
discovered  and  punished.  The  wave  of  Reaction 
had  not  yet  gained  its  full  strength. 

Put  from  January,  [863,  when  the  outbreak  of  the 
Polish  revolution  and  the  barbarous  subjugation  of 
the  Mussulman  Circassians  of  the  Caucasus  took 
place,  the  Government  began  the  systematic  suppres- 
sion of  all  Constitutional  and  Liberal  aspirations. 
As  a  natural  outcome  the  first  really  revolutionary 
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organisation  sprang  up,  and  Karakozoff  made  the 
first  attempt  on  the  life  of  Alexander  II.  in  St. 
Petersburg  on  April  16th,  1866.  This  Karakozoff 
group  was  not  very  numerous,  and  its  formal  creation 
dated  from  August,  1864.  The  members  were  all 
very  young  people,  admirers  of  Chernychevsky ; 
their  political  programme  resembled  that  of  "  Young 
Russia,"  and  included  a  Federal  Russia  with 
autonomy  for  the  different  nationalities  and  pro- 
vinces, communal  posssession  of  land  by  the  peasants, 
and  so  forth.  Some  of  these  young  idealists  were 
very  weillhy,  but  all  their  personal  means  were 
strictly  employed  for  social  work,  such  as  the  organi- 
sation of  productive  co-operative  societies,  the  pub- 
lication of  a  daily  paper  in  St.  Petersburg,  &c., 
whilst  they  all  lived  the  simple  life  of  the  workers, 
allowing  themselves  no  more  than  from  15  to  20 
roubles  a  month  each.  Among  them  were  a  number 
of  talented  men.  M.  Khudiakoff  had  already  become 
distinguished  by  his  studies  of  Russim  folklore,  for 
which  the  Academy  of  Science  had  awarded  him  a 
first  prize.  At  the  time  of  his  sentence  he  was  only 
twenty-live  years  of  age.  Deported  to  the  remotest 
part  of  Eastern  Siberia  among  the  Yakuts,  he 
compiled  a  Yakuti-IJussian  dictionary  ;  but  his 
complete  isolation  among  the  natives  and  the  priva- 
tions he  endured  proved  fatal  to  his  fine  intellect. 
He  became  insane,  and  died  in  1876. 

Reactionary  Fury. 

The  attempt  made  by  Karakozoff  on  the  life  of 
Alexander  II.  came  as  a  thunderbolt  to  the  whole 
of  Russia.  The  nobility,  frightened  by  the  appear- 
ance of  new,  unsuspected  forces,  showed  their  loyalty 
to  Alexander  II.  by  demonstrations  and  addresses. 
A  perfect  fury  of  arresting  and  suppressing  took 
.possession  of  the  Government  ;  everybody  suspected 
merely  of  Liberal  sympathies  was  arrested  and 
punished.  Among  these  victims  was  a  distinguished 
professor  of  higher  mathematics  at  the  St.  Petersburg 
Artillery  School,  Colonel  P.  Lavroff,  who  had  no 
connection  whatever  with  the  Karakozoff  group, 
and  who  had  not  even  contributed  to  any  progres- 
sive reviews.  Nevertheless,  he  was  deported  to 
Vologda,  but  escaped  afterwards  to  Europe,  where 
he  played  a  prominent  role  as  the  editor  of  revolu- 
tionary publications. 

Kmaz. 


THE   BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

Reported  Withdrawal  of  Case  Against 
Leilis. 

;  Although  it  is  officially  announced  by  the  Ministry 
of  Justice  that  the  preliminary  inquiry  into  the 
Beilis  case  has  not  yet  been  completed,  and  that  any 
statements  made  as  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  prose- 
cution must  be  regarded  as  premature,  there  is  a 
firm  conviction  in  many  quarters  that  the  case  is 
about  to  be  dropped.  The  Vclchcrniaya  Gaida,  of 
Kiev,  states  definitely  thai,  after  the  Indictments 
Office  of  the  High  Court  had  refused  to  ratify  the 
charge  drawn  up  against  Beilis  the  case  was  referred 
to  the  Ministry  of  Justice,  which  declared  that  the 
murder  of  Yuschinsky  had  undoubtedly  been  com- 
mitted with  "  litual "  motives,  but  that  the  charge 
against  Beilis  would  have  to  be  dropped  for  want  of 
evidence. 

Lutostansky  Exposed. 

Some  interesting  information  concerning  Lutos- 
tansky, upon  whose  writings  on  the  subject  of 
"  ritual  murder  "  the  anti-Semites  base  their  indict- 
ment of  Beilis,  is  given  in  the  Reich. 

In  1868,  it  appears,  he  was  degraded  from  the 
priesthood  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Consistory  for 
drunkenness,  disease,  and  criminal  immorality.  He 
then  joined  the  Orthodox  clergy,  who  also  had  to 
expel  him  from  their  ranks  a  little  later.  He  then 
made  an  offer  to  Rabbi  Minor,  of  Moscow,  to  abstain 
from  the  publication  of  his  manuscript  on  the  blood 
accusation  for  a  consideration  of  500  roubles.  As  the 
Rabbi  refused  to  be  blackmailed,  Lutostansky  pro- 
ceeded to  publish  his  pamphlet  on  Rilual  Murder, 
which  was  followed  by  his  other  work,  entitled  The 
Talmud  and  the  Jews.  I 


M.    LOPUKHINS  VINDICATION. 

On  the  5th  inst.  a  telegram  was  sent  by  order  of 
the  Minister  of  Justice  to  the  Governor  of  Yenisseysk, 
instructing  him  on  the  following  day  to  announce  to 
the  late  Director  of  the  Police  Department,  M. 
Lopukhin,  that  he  had  been  granted  a  full  pardon, 
with  reinstatement  in  all  his  rights  and  restoration  of 
Ins  various  ranks  and  decorations. 

The  pardon  is  said  to  be  the  result  of  a  humble 
petition  addressed  to  the  Tsar  by  the  exile's  brother, 
(.  olonel  D.  A.  Lopukhin. 

In  spite  of  statements  1<>  the  contrary  issued  by 
the  official  Information  Bureau,  it  now  turns  out  that 
the  pardon  had  already  been  granted  several  weeks 
previously,  although  its  announcement  was  delayed 
until  the  Tercentenary  celebrations. 


AN    ARCH  ANGELIC  CONTRACT. 


Strange  Doings  at  Wilna. 


The  Archangel  Michael  Union,  like  the  parent 
body,  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  doe  not 
exclusively  devote  its  time  and  energy  to  theoretical 
attacks  upon  Jews  and  intellectuals,  but  shows  it-elf 
to  be  possessed  of  a  very  practical  nose  for 
"patriotic"  jobs.  The  hall-marked  loyalty  of  n- 
members  servsthem  in  good  stead  for  the  securing 
of  Government  contracts  without  giving  the  ordinary 
financial  guarantees.  They  do  not  always  come  to 
grief,  as  they  frequently  possess  the  saving  sense  to 
pass  on  the  contracts,  for  a  consideration,  to  more 
responsible  parties,  and  sometimes — liornbilc  dtr.tu  ! — 
Ihey  do  not  even  scruple  to  strike  a  bargain  with  a 
Jewish  contractor. 

The  Wilna  branch  of  the  Archangel  Michael 
Union,  however,  has  preserved  its  Orthodox  busine-^ 
purity  undefiled,  and  has  lately  been  providing  the 
local  troops  with  shirts  of  its  own  make.  But,  sad  to 
relate,  out  of  125  shirts  delivered  the  Commissariat 
Receiving  Committee  had  to  reject  no  fewer  than 
120  as  utterly  unfit. 

The  Wilensky  Vyc^tmh,  which  is  neither  a  seditiou- 
Polish,  Lithuanian,  nor  Jewish  paper,  but  a  semi- 
official organ  of  the  Russian  Administration,  wa- 
incautious  enough  to  record  this  simple  fact,  but  it 
was  soon  made  to  eat  humble  pie.  Owing^  to  the 
intervention  of  an  exalted  dignitary  of  the  Orthodox 
Church  the  paper  was  compelled  to  publish  a  letter 
on  behalf  of  the  Union,  in  which  the  loyalty,  not 
only  of  the  Commissariat  officer  who  was  unpatriotic 
enough  to  find  fault  with  the  Archangelic  shirts,  but 
even  of  the  semi-official  editor  himself,  was  ques- 
tioned. 

But  although  the  editor,  M.  Teploff,  did  not  dire 
to  suppress  the  strictures  endorsed  by  an  Orthodox 
Prelate,  he  declared  at  the  same  time  that  he  strongly 
resented  the  insinuation  and  was  going  to  prosecute 
the  signatories  of  the  letter  for  libel.  If  M.  Teploff 
sticks  to  his  guns,  Russia  may  have  a  chance  of 
obtaining  a  glimpse  of  the  inner  working  of  the 
business  enterprises  carried  on  under  the  banner  o: 
the  Archangel  Michael,  whom  M.  Pjrishkevitch  claim  - 
and  honours  as  his  patron  saint. 


PERSECUTION    OF  JEWS, 

Gross  Illegalities  Practised  by  a  Governor. 

[From  Olr  Own  Correspondent.] 

Sr.  Petersburg,  March  12th. 

There  is  no  abatement  in  the  persecution  of  the 
Jews,  whose  expulsion  from  the  villages  is  proceeding 
with  the  customary  barbarity.  In  this  the  Governor  of 
Volhynia  has  especially  distinguished  himself  of  late. 
I  have  before  me  a  pile  of  orders  i-sued  by  that 
gentleman  which  amaze  one  by  their  illegality.  I 
quote  but  one  of  them  as  a  sufficient  illustration  of 
the  unscrupulous  disregard  for  the  law  that  prevails 
in  Russia.    It  runs  as  follows  : — 

"  Although  it  is  true  that  Eli  Getzelson  is  an  old 
inhabitantof  the  village  of  Dermani,  and  was  entered 
on  the  register  of  that  village,  together  with  hi- 
family,  in  1882,  it  appears  from  depositions  made  by 
peasants  that  in  the  nineties  he  was  expelled  with  his 
family  to  the  townlet  of  Mijotch,  whence  he  returned 
two  years  later  without  a  permit.  Eli  Getzelson 
must  therefore  be  expelled  from  the  village  of 
Dermani." 

This  remarkable  document  requires  some  explana- 
tion. A  Jew  who  was  settled  in  a  village  previous  to 
1882,  who  was  entered  on  the  register  in  that  year,  and 
who  has  never  been  expelled  by  the  authorities 
possesses  the  right  of  residence  in  that  village.  Now 
Getzelson  is  charged  with  having  been  expelled,  and 
having  subsequently  returned,  on  the  strength  of  the 
evidence  of  some  peasants,  instead  of  the  production 
of  the  regular  expulsion  order  of  the  Provincial  Court. 
The  authorities'  inability  to  produce  such  an  order 
casts  very  grave  doubt  on  the  correctness  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  illiterate  peasants,  who  only  know  that 
the  dreaded  authorities  require  from  them  some  evi- 
dence against  the  Jews.  But,  even  supposing  their 
statement  to  be  true,  the  fact  of  Getzelson  having 
been  allowed  to  return  after  an  absence  of  two  years 
would  show  that  his  previous  expulsion  had  been 
illegal,  while  the  Ukase  of  the  First  Department  of 
the  Senate,  dated  October  20th,  11)03,  declares 
expressly  that  any  illegal  expulsion  of  a  Jew  from  a 
village  cannot  deprive  him  of  the  right  of  residence 
in  that  village. 


The  Russian  papers  record  the  death,  which  took 
place  at  Moscow,  of  Mile.  N.  S.  Solovyeii,  a  well- 
known  charitable  worker.  The  deceased  lady  was 
the  daughter  of  S.  S.  Solovycff,  the  author  of  a 
voluminous  History  of  Russia,  and  sister  of  the  late 
religious  and  humanitarian  philosopher,  Vladimir 
Solovyeff. 
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M.  MAKLAKOFF,  REACTIONARY. 


When  M,  Maklakoff,  three  months  ago,  was 
appointed  to  succeed  M.  Makaroff  as  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  the  prospects  of  the  introduction  of 
a  new  spirit  into  Russia's  domestic  administra- 
tion were  eagerly  canvassed.  Optimistic  folk 
pointed  to  the  Minister's  Liberal  connections  — 
his  brother's  eminence  in  the  Cadet  party,  and 
his  relationship  by  marriage  to  the  late  Count 
Tolstoy  :  and  the  hope  was  expressed  that  here 
was  a  new  bi'oom  who  would  make  a  clean  sweep 
of  the  oppressive  system  and  countless  abuses  of 
power  that  had  marked  M.  Makaroff 's  well-hated 
regime.  We  ourselves,  at  the  time  of  the  appoint- 
ment, gave  no  countenance  to  these  sanguine 
expectations.  M.  Maklakoff's  record  as  a  provin- 
cial Governor,  we  pointed  out,  was  sufficient  to 
show  that  he  was  a  firm  champion  of  the  interests 
of  his  fellow-bureaucrats,  aud  we  further  drew 
attention  to  the  significance  of  the  fact  that  the 
Reactionaries,  as  soon  as  his  appointment  was 
made  public,  hailed  him  as  "their  man."'  Since 
he  has  been  in  office  M.  Maklakoff  has  done  little 
to  cause  us  to  qualify  our  pessimism,  ready  as  we 
should  have  been  to  do  so ;  but  then  nobody 
could  expect  such  an  Augean  stable  as  the 
Russian  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  become 
through  the  accumulation  of  decades  of  misrule 
to  be  cleaned  out  in  a  month  or  two,  and 
it  was  recognised  that  a  considerable  time 
must  elapse  before  any  campaign  that  was 
projected  could  be  even  started.  Within 
the  past  few  days,  however,  M.  Maklakoff  has 
done  two  things  which  can  leave  no  possible 
doubt  in  any  mind  as  to  the  direction  in  which 
his  sympathies  lie.  He  has  attended  a  Confer- 
ence of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  and  he 
has  been  interviewed  by  the  correspondent  of  the 
Temps.  Of  the  meaning  of  the  former  act  our 
readers  will  not  require  further  explanation  ;  the 
character  of  the  Union  as  the  headquarters  of 
the  worst  Reactionary  activity  and  as  a  hotbed 
of  a  particularly  murderous  'kind  of  anti- 
Semitism  is  sufficiently  notorious,  and  partici- 
pation in  its  proceedings  is  the  clearest  possible 
sign  of  political  degeneration.  To  the  interview 
in  the  Temp*,  which  gives  further  unmistakable 
evidence  of  M.  Maklakoff's  antagonism  to  reform, 
we  may  devote  a  few  words  of  comment. 

"  There  is  so  much  to  do,  to  repair,  and  to 
improve  in  our  country,"  observed  the  Minister 
at  the  outset,  "  that  I  have  scarcely  begun  to 
take  note  of  all  its  needs."  The  admission 
sounded  promising,  and  the  reader  began  to 
anticipate  an  exposition  of  the  most  obviously 
unsatisfactory  features  of  Russian  life,  followed 
by  the  adumbration  of  at  any  rate  a  paper  scheme 
of  reform,  fashioned  on  enlightened  lines. 
M.  Maklakoff  was  quick,  however,  to  put  all 
such  expectations  out  of  court.  The  country's 
first  need,  he  intimated,  is  not  the  cessation 
of  the  "  exceptional "  regime  under  which 
nearly  the  whole  of  Russia  is  governed, 
nor  the  abolition  of  religious  and  racial 
oppression,  nor  the  establishment  of  a  new 
Franchise  Law,  but — the  augmentation  of 
the  powers  of  the  provincial  Governors  !  "The 
high  functionary  who'is  considered  worthy  to 
represent  the  Sovereign  should  enjoy  powers 
that  accord  with  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  "  ; 
he  should  feel  himself  "  in  a  certain  measure 
independent  of  St.  Petersburg  ' ;  and  therefore 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  is  going  to  follow  a 
policy  of  decentralisation  and  the  aggrandise- 
ment of  the  local  authorities.  Having  been  him- 
self a  provincial  Governor  of  the  familiar  type, 
M.  Maklakoff  does  not  recognise  that  many  of 
the  most  pronounced  evils  of  Russian  life  spring 
from  the  arbitrary  rule  of  these  officials,  whose 
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actions  the  central  authorities  affect  little  dis- 
position to  control.  He  does,  however,  recognise 
the  possibility  of  the  Governors  abusing  their 
enlarged  powers,  but  against  this  he  has  an 
infallible  remedy.  He  will  institute  periodical 
Senatorial  "  revisions,",  charged  with  the  duty 
of  reporting  on  the  matiner  in  which  each  pro- 
vince is  administered.  Unfortunately,  this  is  a 
panacea  which  has  become  absolutely  discredited 
in  Russia;  we  doubt  if  rhere  has  been  a  single 
"  revision "  in  the  pa4  that  has  not  been 
practically  shelved  by  the  authorities,  and  it  is 
certain  that  not  one  has  led  to  any  real  reform. 
M.  Maklakoff  is  not  more  convincing  when  he 
tackles  the  problem  of  the  police  service,  whose 
condition  he  admits  to  be  "  a  disease  for  which  a 
remedy  should  be  found  without  delay."  The 
remedy  in  this  case  is  to  consist  of  an  increase  of 
pay,  the  idea  being  to  remove  the  temptation  to  find 
illegal  sources  of  income  to  which  the  underpaid 
policeman  at  present  succumbs.  However  desir- 
able this  reform  may  be,  it  is  absurd  to  suppose 
that  it  is  going  to  remove  the  countless  abuses 
which  characterise  police  activity.  As  long  as 
the  higher  and  sufficiently  well-paid  officials 
indulge  with  impunity  in  all  manner  of  excesses 
and  illegalities,  it  is  only  natural  that  the 
humbler  employees  of  the  State,  whatever  the 
conditions  of  their  service,  should  follow  suit, 
and  in  the  general  corruption  escape  punish- 
ment. 

We  pass  by  M.  Maklakoff 's  brief  remai'ks  on 
the  subject  of  the  inci^ase  of  crime,  except  to 
note  his  admission  that  one  of  its  chief  causes  is 
drunkenness — "  an  evil  for  which  one  could  not 
find  too  many  remedies."  The  Minister's  own 
particular  prescription  is  that  "  whenever  in  the 
villages  the  inhabitants  themselves  demand  it, 
we  shall  not  open  drink-shops."  This  somewhat 
ingenuous  and  decidedly  cryptic  statement  will 
have  to  be  considerably  amplified  before  we  can 
be  in  a  position  to  appreciate  the  benefit  of  the 
measure.  Does  it  mean  that  no  new  drink- 
shops  are  to  be  opened  in  the  villages  indicated, 
or  that  all  the  existing  establishments  are  to  be 
closed  ?  And  how  is  the  sense  of  the  local 
inhabitants  to  be  taken,  and  what  facilities  are 
to  be  given  for  its  expi'ession,  and  what  guarantee 
will  there  be  that  the  authorities  will  act 
upon  it  ?  We  are  afraid  that  the  provincial 
Governors,  especially  after  their  powers  have  been 
increased,  will  have  something  to  say  to  a  village 
that  makes  so  revolutionary  a  demand,  and  that 
the  prospects  of  its  wishes  being  put  into  effect 
will  be  rendered  extremely  remote.  It  is  noto- 
rious that  the  State  revenues  depend  to  an  enor 
mous  extent  upon  the  liquor  monopoly,  and  that 
hitherto,  instead  of  taking  steps  to  check  the 
disease  of  drunkenness,  the  Government  has 
done  everything  to  develop  it.  At  first  blush, 
then,  M.  Maklakoff's  essay  in  temperance  legis- 
lation does  not  sound  very  promising.  We  have 
only  to  deal  with  one  more  point  in  his  "  con- 
structive "  programme,  aud  that  is  his  proposals 
resrardinsr  the  Press.  He  is  about  to  bring  before 
the  Duma  a  Bill  which  is  to  ensure  a  more 
effective  control  of  the  Press  by  the  State.  To 
this  end  provision  is  to  be  made  whereby  all 
issues  of  newspapers  are  to  be  submitted  to  the 
censor  three  hours  before  publication — not,  it  is 
explained,  in  order  to  prohibit  publication,  but 
so  that  confiscation  after  the  event  may  be  made 
immediate  and  effective.  It  is  carefully  explained 
that  this  does  not  constitute  a  return  to  the  old 
preliminary  censorship  system  ;  as  a  matter  of 
fact  it  is  something  much  more  severe,  for  if 
the  slightest  official  objection  is  taken  to  a  single 
line  in  a  newspaper  it  will  enable  the  authori- 
ties to  step  in  and  seize  the  entire  issue  as  it 
leaves  the  machine,  without  giving  those  respon- 
sible  for  it  a  chance  to  amend  the  offending 
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words.  Henceforth,  if  the  scheme  becomes  law, 
the  Press  will  be  muzzled  with  a  vengeance.  It 
is  further  proposed  that,  if  a  newspaper  has  been 
once  fined,  it  shall  deposit  a  sum  of  from  two  to 
three  thousand  roubles  with  the  authorities,  and 
that  subsequent  fines  shall  be  taken  from  this 
source ;  but,  unless  each  time  the  newspaper 
makes  good  the  amount  taken  from  the  deposit, 
it  shall  not  be  allowed  the  right  of  publication. 
That  is  M.  Maklakoff's  way  of  dealing  with  the 
intolerable  wrongs  suffered  by  the  Press  ;  but  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  he  does  not  anticipate 
for  his  measure  "  much  success  in  the  Duma." 

Finally,  M.  Maklakoff  was  asked  what  was  his 
attitude  towards  the  Jewish  question,  and  his 
answer  capped  all  his  other  statements  of  policy, 
unpromising  as  we  have  seen  these  to  be.  We 
quote  his  exact  words  on  the  subject :  — 

"It  is  my  opinion  that  no  change  can  be 
introduced  into  the  existing  laws.  More  particu- 
larly as  regards  foreign  Jews,  the  Russian 
Government  will  not  tolerate  interference  in  its 
domestic  legislation  or  revoke  any  measures 
which  it  has  thought  it  necessary  to  take." 

Here  we  have  the  policy  of  reaction  made  naked, 
exposed  to  view  in  all  its  unreason  and  inhu- 
manity. There  is  no  prospect  of  compromise 
held  out,  no  hint  that  in  time  the  Jews  may  hope 
for  an  improvement  in  their  position.  "  No 
change  can  be  introduced  into  the  existing  laws." 
As  far  as  the  Jewish  question  is  concerned, 
everything  is  for  the  best  in  the  best  of  all 
possible  worlds.  Could  blind  hate  or  callous- 
ness—call it  ivnau  yon  will — go  further  than 
this  Y  "  No  change  canbe  introduced  ..." 
— these  words  will  cling  to  M.  Maklakoff  for  the 
rest  of  his  public  career,  aud  he  will  go  down  to 
history  as  a  Minister  of  the  Interior  who  did 
his  best  to  perpetuate  the  worst  traditions  of  his 
ill-famed  office. 


STUDENTS   AND  OFFICERS. 


Offensive  Order  Leads  to  Bloodshed  in 
the  Streets. 


[From  Our  Owx  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  March  19th. 

The  enforcement  of  military  discipline  on  the 
students  of  the  Medical  Academy  occasioned  a 
sanguinary  conflict  last  week. 

As  was  explained  in  Darkest  Russia  some  time 
ago,  the  University  of  St.  Petersburg  possesses  no- 
faculty  of  Medicine,  while  the  Medical  Academy 
comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Minister  of  War,, 
in  order  that  there  may  be  a  sufficient  supply  of 
Army  surgeons  ;  the  students  accordingly  have  to 
wear  military  uniform.  Otherwise  the  tuition  has 
not  been  affected  in  any  way.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Minister  of  War  has  not  spared  money  to  obtain  the 
best  professors,  establish  clinics,  &c,  and  thus  the 
Medical  Academy  has  gradually  become  the  best 
school  of  medicine  in  Russia. 

But  this  very  fact  has  now  become  its  undoing.  Along 
with  other  reactionary  tendencies,  the  endeavour 
is  now  being  made  to  turn  the  corps  of  officers  into 
a  separate  caste,  with  special  notions  of  honour  and 
morality.  The  military  authorities  have  therefore 
been  trying  to  drive  out  the  democratic  spirit  from 
the  institution  by  turning  the  student  into  a  soldier 
and  the  Academy  into  barracks,  where  science  is  of 
less  importance  than  military  discipline  and  the 
observance  of  rank  distinctions.  This  culminated  in 
last  year's  circular,  which  ordered  the  students  to 
give  the  military  salute  to  all  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Navy. 

A  Street  Encounter. 

The  students,  however,  do  not  regard  themselves 
as  military  men,  but  are  anxious  to  be  on  the  same 
level  as  students  of  the  high  schools,  the  more  so 
because  the  ignorance  and  coarseness  displayed  by 
the  great   majority  of  officers  has  produced  in 
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Russian  society  the  habit  of  regarding  them  with 
contempt.  A  student,  therefore,  feels  it  keenly  when, 
on  meeting  an  officer,  he  is  compelled  to  touch  his 
cap  and  to  salute  in  military  fashion,  and,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  this  regulation  has  led  to  a  number  of  con- 
flicts, one  of  which  was  accompanied  by  bloodshed. 

A  student  named  Markovin  was  standing  with  his 
face  to  a  house  in  Monetnaya-street,  and  did  not 
notice  the  approach  of  an  officer,  Second-Captain 
Salamanoff.  The  officer  went  up  to  him  in  order  to 
take  his  name,  which  the  student  declined  to  give. 
The  officer  then  called  a  policeman  to  take  htm  to 
the  office  of  the  Military  Commander  in  order  to 
establish  his  identity,  but  the  student  refused  to 
comply,  considering  the  demand  to  be  illegal,  and 
jumped  on  a  passing  tramcar.  The  officer,  accom- 
panied by  the  policeman,  overtook  him  in  a  cab, 
stopped  the  car,  and  called  once  more  upon  the 
student  to  follow  him  to  the  Commander's  office. 
Markovin,  excited  and  feeling  himself  insulted  by 
this  pers;stent  pursuit,  struck  the  officer  in  the  face. 
The  latter  then  drew  his  sword  and  inflicted  two 
wounds  on  the  student's  scalp.  Marnovin  was  taken 
to  the  Surgical  Hospital,  where  an  operation  had  to 
be  performed. 

General  Indignation. 

This  occurrence  caused  a  commotion  in  all  the 
high  schools,  and  served  as  the  occasion  for  indigna- 
tion meetings  at  the  Medical  Academy,  at  St.  Peters- 
burg University,  at  the  Polytechnic  Institute,  and  at 
the  Universities  of  Moscow,  Warsaw,  Kiev,  Odessa,  and 
Kharkov,  and  it  was  decided  to  organise  a  one  day  s 
protest  strike.  The  resolutions  passed  at  the  meet- 
ings demanded  the  revocation  of  the  circular  order- 
ing the  military  salute,  and  condemned  the  Admini- 
stration for  placing  at  the  head  of  the  Academy  a 
man  without  scientific  distinction. 

The  Labour  Party  has  introduced  an  interpellation 
on  the  subject  into  the  Duma,  pointing  out  the 
pernicious  effect  of  the  military  salute  order,  while 
the  Octobrists  have  also  introduced  an  interpellation 
urging  the  Government  to  put  a  stop  at  once  to  the 
disturbances  which  menace  the  tranquillity  of  the 
Academy,  and  render  the  relations  between  the 
students  and  officers  exceedingly  strained. 

But  apart  from  public  opinion,  which  is  now 
excited  more  than  ever  against  the  corps  of  officers, 
the  incident  has  given  rise  to  considerable  feeling 
even  among  a  section  of  the  officers  themselves, 
though  many  of  them  feel  encouraged  by  the 
example  set  by  Captain  Salamanoff  in  insisting  on 
receiving  the  military  salute.  Several  conflicts  have 
taken  place  in  their  ranks  as  well,  and,  if  they  do  not 
lead  to  bloodshed,  this  circumstance  must  be 
ascribed  to  the  intervention  of  the  public,  which 
takes  the  part  of  the  students. 

A  Censored  Letter. 

The  Court  of  Honour  of  the  Grenadier  Guards,  to 
which  regiment  Second-Captain  Salamanoff  belongs, 
has  approved  his  action  and  expressed  sympathy 
with  him.  But  there  are  other  officers  who  censure  his 
conduct.  One  St.  Petersburg  newspaper  has  received 
the  following  letter,  which  could  not  be  published  in 
Russia,  however,  on  account  of  the  stringency  of  the 
censorship  : —  ■ 

"  A  group  of  seven  Army  and  Navy  officers  holding 
commissions  and  staff  appointments  express  their 
sincere  sympathy  with  the  student  of  the  Army 
Medical  Academy,  M.  Markovin,  and  blame  the 
action  of  Second-Captain  Salamanoff,  of  the  Grenadier 
Guards,  ?nd  add  as  a  rider  that  their  true  '  honour' 
is  not  shown  by  high-handed  chastisement  in  the 
-treet,  but  on  the  field  of  battle  in  front  of  the 
enemy.  We  beg  you  to  be  kind  enough  to  give 
publicity  to  this  in  order  that  the  Russian  public 
may  know  that  there  are  officers  in  the  Russian 
Army  who  are  not  in  sympathy  wi  th  Second-Captain 
Salamanoff." 

The  Duma  Presidium  has  declined  to  print  and 
distribute  ihe  interpellation  of  the  Labour  group  on 
the  order  of  the  Minister  of  War  making  it  obliga- 
tory for  students  of  the  Medical  Academy  to  render 
the  military  salute.  The  Presidium  considers  that 
this  interpellation  deals  with  matters  that  are  outside 
the  competence  of  the  Duma. 

The  wounded  student  of  the  Medical  Academy, 
Markovin,  is  to  be  brought  before  the  St.  Petersburg 
District  Court-martial  on  the  charge  of  assaulting  an 
officer  in  the  Iatter's  exercise  of  his  duties.  The 
accusation  is  based  on  Articles  89  and  100  of  the 
Military  Penal  Code,  which  make  the  offence  punish- 
able with  penal  servitude  for  a  term  of  twelve  years. 


CAMPAIGN     AGAINST  M. 
RODZIANKO. 

It  1,  believed  that  the  return  of  M.  Purishkevitch  to 
Old  disorderly  tactics  in  the  Duma  and  his  studied 
flouting  of  the  President's  authority  form  part  of  a 
general  campaign  organised  by  the  Right  for  the 
purpose  of  forcing  M.  Kodzianko  s  resignation.  The 
I're-ident  may,  however,  count  on  the  support  not 
only  of  the  Octobrists  but  also  of  the  Cadets, 
although  the  lattr-r  have  preferred  r.ot  to  *erve  on  the 
Presidium. 


THE    "  KHOULIGANS." 


Local  Authorities  at  War  with  Children. 


For  seme  time  past  the  Russian  Press,  the  Muni- 
cipal bodies,  the  Zemstvos,  and  even  the  Duma  have 
been  occupied  with  the  question  of  the  "  khou- 
ligans," that  strange  class  of  the  population  of  whom 
as  yet  no  precise  definition  has  been  given. 

The  word  "khouligan"  is,  of  course,  a  russianised 
form  of  "hooligan,'1  and  was  introduced  into  Russia 
about  ten  years  ago  by  the  London  correspondent  of 
the  Russkoe  Bogatstvo.  But  what  manner  of  indi- 
vidual is  a  "khouligan,"  and  why  is  he  now  the 
centre  cf  public  interest  in  Russia? 

He  is  not  a  criminal  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
word.  In  1904  the  term  was  used  to  denote  a  par- 
ticular species  of  vagabond  who  was  employed  in  the 
towns  by  the  police  for  the  purpose  of  "  represent- 
ing" the  populace  in  patriotic  demonstrations.  The 
Japanese  War  having  become  extremely  unpopular, 
the  Government  of  von  I'lehve,  and,  following  his 
lead,  the  provincial  Governors,  recruited  the  dregs  of 
the  population  and  instigated  them  to  "  make  it  hot " 
for  citizens  who  refused  to  remove  their  hats  at 
Church  or  military  processions.  At  this  time  and  in 
the  following  year  one  frequently  met  with  beggars 
who  held  out  their  hands  to  the  passer-by  and  dealt 
him  a  blow  with  the  fist  if  he  refused  them  alms  ; 
these  were  the  "  khouligans."  .  It  was  from  this 
source  that  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People  recruited 
its  famous  "  black  gangs"  and  the  gentry  who  carried 
out  the  terrible  pogrom  massacres. 

The   Modern  Significance. 

But  as  the  Counter-Revolution  became  less  violent, 
Russia  ceased  to  talk  of  these  "  khouligans,"  and  it 
is  only  within  the  past  few  months  that  the  term  has 
again  come  into  currency.  Now,  however,  it  has  a 
different  significance,  and  is  used  in  connection  with 
the  villages  instead  of  the  towns.  Throughout  the 
country  districts  the  "khouligans  "  have  appeared 
like  a  plague,  and  the  complaints  raised  and  remedies 
suggested  have  been  without  limit. 

"  For  some  time,"  it  was  stated  in  a  circular  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  "a  particular  kind  of 
horseplay  known  under  the  term  khoitliganslve  has 
developed  among  the  young  men  of  the  villages. 
These  manifestations  render  life  in  the  country 
impossible  for  the  landowners. "  The  provincial 
Governors  called  meetings  to  investigate  and  discuss 
the  subject,  and  the  majority  of  them  declared  it 
necessary  to  restore  corporal  punishment,  to  be 
inflicted  by  the  local  authorities  by  administrative 
order  {i.e.,  without  trial)  on  young  men  and  others  of 
the  peasant  class  who  were  guilty  of  klioitliganstvo. 
The  material  of  these  inquiries  was  collected  and 
sent  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior.  M.  Maklakoff 
thereupon  held  a  Conference  of  Governors  in  St. 
Petersburg  to  discuss  the  measures  that  should  be 
taken.  And  here  is  the  official  definition  of  a 
"khouligan  "  at  which  the  Conference  arrived  :  — 

"  In  the  villages  a  '  khouligan '  is  to  be  distin- 
guished by  his  want  of  respect  for  his  superiors — the 
clergy  and  the  local  authorities." 

Official  Remedies. 

As  to  the  measures  to  be  taken  to  cope  with  the 
evil,  the  provincial  Governors,  in  accordance  with 
a  Ukase  which  the  Duma  will  have  no  opportunity 
of  discussing,  are  to  exercise  the  right,  by  adminis- 
trative order,  (1)  of  punishing  with  from  fifty  to  two 
hundred  strokes  of  the  knout  any  youth  guilty  of  a 
"  khouligan "  act ;  (2)  of  inflicting  the  same  punish- 
ment on  his  parents,  who  have  neglected  the  moral 
and  religious  education  of  their  children  ;  (3)  of 
deporting  the  guilty  persons  and  their  parents  to 
Siberia,  in  consultation  with  a  general  meeting  of  the 
commune.    And  that  is  all. 

We  may  quote  a  few  of  the  examples  of  acts 
denounced  as  those  of  "khouligans"  which  have 
been  set  forth  by  M.  Petrichtchef  in  an  article  pub- 
lished in  the  Riisskoc  Bogatstvo. 

A  little  boy  ten  years  old  threw  some  stones  from 
the  yard  of  his  house  into  those  of  the  neighbouring 
houses.  One  of  the  latter  was  inhabited  by  an 
engineer,  a  landlord  named  Javoronkoff.  Horrified 
at  the  child's  act  of  "  khouliganism,"  he  shot  at  him 
with  his  gun  and  struck  him.  The  "  khouligan " 
received  a  flogging,  and  the  landlord  was  never 
called  to  account. 

General  Rennenkampf,  the  famous  leader  of  the 
campaign  of  repression  in  Moscow  and  Siberia,  was 
fine  day  out  riding  on  horseback  in  the  vicinity  of 
Wilna.  In  the  middle  of  the  road  he  came  upon  a 
child,  eight  years  of  age,  who  was  flourishing  a  stick. 
The  child  threw  the  stick  between  the  horse's  legs. 
In  a  fury  the  General  rushed  at  the  child,  who  ran 
behind  a  tree.  The  child's  mother  threw  herself  at 
the  General's  feet  and  implored  his  indulgence.  The 
General  thereupon  struck  her  with  his  whip  and 
threatened  to  clear  out  the  entire  village  if  a  similar 
act  of  "  khouliganism "  were  committed.  The  doctor 
who  attended  t lie  mother  declared  that  at  the  time  of 


the  occurrence  the  child,  who  was  in  the  middle  of 
the  road,  became  frightened  when  he  saw  the 
General's  horse  approaching,  and  in  his  agitation  he 
dropped  the  stick  he  had  in  his  hand  at  the  horse  s 
feet.  This,  of  course,  was  a  highly  "  disrespectful  " 
act— the  act  of  a  "  khouligan." 

A   8ix-Year-01d  Criminal. 

To  give  one  last  example,  in  the  village  of 
Arbusovka  the  agent  of  an  estate  belonging  to  a  M. 
Metelnikoff  informed  the  police  that  the  "young 
men  "  of  the  village- to  wit,  live  children— had  made 
an  attack  on  the  property.  A  raid  was  made  on  the 
"  khouligans,"  and  they  were  arrested.  Two  of  them 
were  twelve  years  of  age,  one  was  eleven,  and 
another  nine  ;  but  the  most  guilty  party  was  one 
Alexander  Porasef,  a  criminal  six  years  of  age  ! 
They  were  charged  with  having  removed  a  number 
of  sticks  from  a  fence  belonging  to  the  e-tate  while 
they  were  "playing  at  insurrection.'  A  report  of 
the  case  was  drawn  up,  and  the  criminal  association 
was  arraigned  before  the  Governor,  who  classified 
the  case  as  a  "  khouligan  "  demonstration. 

M.  Petrichtchef,  after  analysing  a  whole  ^eries  of 
similar  affairs,  admits  the  existence  cf  "  khouligans, " 
but  not  in  the  quarter  indicated  by  the  authorities 
He  shows  that  the  real  "  khouligans  "  are  the  officials, 
who,  from  the  Governor  down  to  the  lowest  police- 
man, have  lost  all  sense  of  legality.  "  They  do  not 
fear  public  opinion,  he  says  ;  "  they  are  not  afraid 
of  responsibility  before  the  law.  They  give  free  rein 
to  their  instincts,  to  their  brutal  caprices." 

As  to  the  measures  taken  to  put  down  village 
"  horseplay,''  M.  Petrichtchef  observes  : — 

"  The  measures  proposed  are  contrary  to  the  moA 
elementary  good  sense.  Officials  endowed  with  full 
arbitrary  powers,  when  ranged  against  a  people  tied 
hand  and  foot,  will  free  themselves  completely  from 
all  restrictions  and  enlarge  still  further  their  adminis- 
trative power  at  the  expense  of  the  law.  And  instead 
of  their  measures  being  called  measures  for  the 
advancement  of  '  khouligans '  in  Russia,  they  are 
called  an  '  anti-khouligan  campaign.' " 

By  273  votes  to  88  the  Duma  has  adopted  the 
motion  of  urgency  for  an  interpellation  with  regard 
to  an  order  issued  by  the  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg 
extending  the  right  to  issue  compulsory  orders  by 
administrative  process  conferred  on  the  local  autho- 
rities by  the  Okhrana  Regulations,  under  the  pretext 
of  combatir.g  the  spread  of  hooliganism. 

The  debate  derived  piquancy  from  the  circum- 
stance that  the  urgency  motion  was  upheld  by  the 
Cadet  leader,  M.  Basil  Maklakoff,  brother  of  the  pre- 
sent Minister  of  the  Interior. 


CABINET  DIFFERENCES. 


Rumours    of    the    Premier's  Impending 
Resignation. 


The  Cabinet  has  adopted  the  proposal  of  Governor- 
General  Gondati,  of  the  Amur  province,  to  impose  a 
duty  upon  grain  imported  from  Manchuria.  All  the 
Ministers  voted  for  the  proposal  with  the  exception 
of  the  Premier  himself,  who  opposed  it.  M.  Kokovt- 
soff  declared  that  the  imposition  of  a  duty  would 
greatly  injure  the  interests  of  the  East  China  Railway. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Ministers 
M.  Kokovtsoff  complained  of  the  indifferent  state  of 
his  health,  which,  he  said,  was  interfering  with  his 
work.  This  has  given  rise  to  rumours  that  the 
Premier's  resignation  is  imminent,  but  they  are 
denied  by  his  intimate  friends,  who  assert  that  he 
will  remain  at  his  post.  It  is  considered  not  unlikely, 
however,  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Cabinet  the 
chair  will  be  taken  by  M.  Charitonoff,  the  Auditor- 
General. 

Other  Cabinet  Changes  Rumoured. 

The  official  "  Information  Bureau  "  has  also  contra- 
dicted the  rumours  of  the  Premier's  impending  resig- 
nation. In  the  meantime,  however,  various  other 
Ministerial  changes  are  reported  to  have  been 
decided,  notably  the  removal  of  M.  Sabler,  Chief 
Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod,  and  of  M.  Kasso, 
Minister  of  Education.  It  is  said  that  the  latter  will 
be  replaced  by  Prof.  Platonoff. 

The  Minister  of  War,  M.  Sukhomlinoff,  it  is  further 
stated,  is  to  become  Governor-General  of  Warsaw, 
in  the  place  of  General  Skalon,  who  is  to  succeed 
Prince  Vorontsoff-Dashkoff  as  Viceroy  of  the  Cau- 
casus ;  while  General  Djunkovsky,  the  recently- 
appointed  Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior,  is  to 
return  to  Moscow  as  Governor-General. 

The  absence  of  M.  Kasso  from  the  Tercentenary 
festivities  is  officially  explained  by  the  fact  that  he 
had  been  warned  by  the  police  of  a  contemplated 
attempt  on  his  life. 

The  Duma  has  unanimously  resolved  to  address  a 
question  to  the  Government  on  the  extent  of  the 
harvest  failure  in  K)i2,  as  well  as  on  the  measures  of 
relief  undertaken  and  on  the  difficulties  placed  by  the 
authorities  in  the  way  of  private  and  public  relief 
work. 


March  26,  1913, 
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to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Oeom- 

WBLL  ON  THB  PERSECUTION  OP  THB  VAUD0I8. 


NOTES. 


The  Right  and  the  Duma. 

The  members  of  the  Extreme  Right  in  the 
Duma  have  never  disguised  their  feeling  towards 
that  bod}-.     As  long,  however,  as  the  assembly 
was  content  to  remain  in  the  background,  wait- 
ing humbly  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  bureaucracy, 
there  was  little  need  to  put  that  feeling  into 
words,  or  to  raise  the   cry  of  dissolution  and 
destruction.     Now,  however,  matters  are  some- 
what different.    The  cringing  spirit  of  the  third 
Duma  has  disappeared— we  hope  and  believe  for 
ever- and  in  its  place  is  to  be  witnessed  a  new 
demeanour  of  honest  and  sturdy  independence 
that  recalls  the  days  of  Russia's  first  two  Parlia- 
ments.    The  fourth  Duma  is  doing  its  duty  to 
itself  and  to  the  nation,  and  that  is  preeisely 
what  the  politicians  of  the  Right  cannot  tolerate. 
They  have  no  doubt  been  working  themselves  up 
to  the  pitch  of  expressing  their  sense  of  outrage 
for  some  time  past,  but  the  crowning  insult  came 
last  week,  when  the  Duma  rejected,  on  what 
appear  to  be  very  good  grounds,  a  Bill  presented 
by  M.  Sabler,  asking  for  a  grant  of  108,000 
roubles,  to  reimburse  the  Holy  Synod  for  moneys 
spent  in    connection   with    certain  missionary 
classes,  which    are    declared  to  be  of   a  not 
altogether  desirable  character.    In  the  course  of 
the  debate  M.  Purishkevitch,  who  so  frequently 
outrages  propriety  by  speaking  his  mind,  declared 
that  "  if  the  fourth  Duma  was  going  to  give 
way  to  the  influence  of  the  Cadets,  it  would  be 
better  that  it  should  not  exist  any  longer."  That 
M.  Purishkevitch  on  this  occasion  did  not  speak 
only  for  himself  was  made  clear  by  subsequent 
proceedings  outside  the  House. 


A  Hopeful  Sign. 

After  the  Synod's  defeat  in  the  Duma  the 
members  of  the  Right  held  a  meeting  at  which 
the  whole  Parliamentary  situation  was  discussed. 
Among  the  resolutions  brought  forward  by  the 
leaders  of  the  party  was  one  demanding  the 
immediate  dissolution  of  the  Duma  and  its 
transformation  into  a  purely  consultative  body. 
This,  of  course,  is  the  old  cry  revived,  and  the 
fact  that  it  should  be  thought  necessary  to  l-aise 
it  now  is  one  of  the  most  hopeful  signs  of  the 
times  we  have  discerned  for  many  a  da}-.  For 
it  shows  that  the  Reactionaries  despair,  even 
with  the  franchise  laws  so  obviously  in  their 
favour  as  they  are  to-day,  of  ever  again 
securing  a  docile  majority  in  the  Duma. 
They  realise  that,  unless  they  can  destroy  that 
body  as  an  effective  instrument,*  their  whole 
position  is  undermined,  and  that  sooner  or 
later  tbey  will  cease  to  maintain  their  cortrol 
over  the  Administration.  Russia  appears  now 
to  be  approaching  a  situation  more  or  less 
analogous  to  that  which  led  to  the  dissolution  of 
the  second  Duma.  If,  however,  from  a  Consti- 
tutional point  of  view  the  party  of  reform  is 
not  as  well  situated  as  it  was  before  M.  Stolypin 
carried  out  his  drastic  coup,  neither  is  Reac- 


tion as  strongly  entrenched  as  it  was  then.  Not 
only  has  it  lost  ground  in  the  country,  but  in  the 
ranks  of  its  central  organisations  disunion  has 
manifested  itself.  In  witness  of  that  we  find 
that  at  the  meeting  of  which  we  have  spoken 
many  of  the  rank-and-file  repudiated  the  policy 
of  their  nominal  leaders,  and  even,  it  is  said, 
threatened  to  leave  the  party.  Incidents  of  this 
kind,  of  course,  are  hardly  calculated  to  intimi- 
date the  Progressive  parties,  but  rather  to  make 
them  more  determined  to  get  what  they  want, 


What  is  a  "  Khouligan  "  ? 

The  Russian  "  khouligan,"  who  has  lately 
been  accorded  the  honour  of  an  official  defini- 
tion, is  connected  with  the  English  "  hooligan  " 
only  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  his  name.  When 
the  term  was  first  introduced  into  Russia  some 
ten  years  ago  it  was  more  or  less  properly  applied 
to  the  gangs  of  vagabond  ruffians  whom  the 
local  authorities  employed  to  do  the  dirtiest 
portion  of  their  work,  and  who,  in  the  pogrom 
era,  led  the  massacres  of  Jews  and  intellectuals. 
Now,  however,  when  the  title  has  been  revived, 
it  is  used  by  the  Government  officials  to  denote 
village  youths  who  show  a  "  lack  of  respect 
towards  their  superiors,"  and  who  have  lately 
been  made  the  subject  of  discussion  at  a  con- 
ference of  provincial  Governors  summoned  by 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  The  result  of  their 
deliberations  has  been  the  elaboration  of  a  scheme 
for  strengthening  the  hands  of  the  local  autho- 
rities in  dealing  with  the  village  "  khouligans," 
and  the  main  feature  of  their  recommendations 
is  the  power  to  inflict  corporal  punishment  and 
deportation  on  the  offenders  and  their  parents 
by  administrative  order,  without  recourse  to 
judicial  processes.  These  summary  penal  pro- 
ceedings are,  of  course,  among  the  worst  features 
of  Russian  life,  and,  when  it  is  stated  that  the 
"  khouligans  "  to  whom  the  new  scheme  applies 
are  mostly  children  of  a  tender  age,  the  out- 
rageous nature  of  the  plan  of  campaign,  which 
has  not  inaptly  been  described  as  a  return  to 
serfdom,  becomes  fully  apparent. 


Fostering  Disaffection. 

"  In  Russia  everybody  is  disaffected,"  exclaimed 
M.  Stolypin  when  on  the  point  of  death ;  and  a 
few  days  ago  the  Novoe  Vrernija,  commenting  on 
these  words,  was  moved  to  observe :  "  This 
general  disaffection  is  perhaps  to  be  referred  to 
the  development  of  arbitrary  administrative 
power."  The  word  "  perhaps  "  might  surely 
have  been  omitted,  for  nothing  is  more  certain 
than  that  the  unrest  which  is  making  itself 
every  day  more  evident  throughout  the  country 
arises  from  the  brutal  and  despotic  methods 
employed  by  the  local  authorities.  One  of  the 
cases  of  "  khouliganism  "  cited  in  the  article  on 
the  subject  we  publish  this  week  is  that  of  a  six- 
year-old  child  who,  with  some  of  his  comrades, 
was  "  playing  at  insurrection,"  and  who  for  that 
crime  was  actually  arrested  by  the  police.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  children's  parents  had  been 
talking  in  the  secrecy  of  their  homes  of  a  new 
revolution,  and  that  their  dreams  had  been  trans- 
lated into  a  childish  game.  But  whose  is  the 
responsibility  ?  The  authorities  do  all  in  their 
power  to  kill  all  healthy  activity  among  the 
people,  and  it  will  only  be  natural  if  some  day 
the  forces  that  are  thus  kept  in  suppression  burst 
forth  in  a  fashion  that  will  strike  the  Adminis- 
tration into  a  panic.  And  this  "  anti-khouligan  " 
campaign,  instead  of  suppressing  the  incipient 
rising  which  the  authorities  appear  to  scent,  is 
eminently  calculated  to  hasten  its  approach. 


The  Effects  of  Expulsion. 

The  adverse  manner  in  which  the  persecution 
of  the  Jews  affects  the  general  life  of  the  Russian 
people  is  well  exemplied  by  the  case  of  Nikolayev, 


a  port  on  the  Black  Sea.  Within  the  past  three 
years  this  town  has  been  transformed  from  one 
of  the  chief  centres  of  the  grain  export  into  a 
scene  of  ruin  and  decay.  The  Jews,  it  is  well 
known,  form  the  backbone  of  the  export  trade 
in  Southern  Russia,  and  before  the  expulsion 
period  set  in  the  grain  exports  from  Nikolayev 
had  risen  from  fifty-five  million  poods  in  1908  to 
114  millions  in  1910.  By  1912  this  figure  had 
decreased  by  over  50  per  cent.,  and  now,  we  are 
told,  in  Nikolayev  "  a  graveyard  stillness  reigns," 
while  in  the  neighbouring  ports  of  Odessa  and 
Kherson  an  increased  activity  is  being  witnessed. 
The  Government's  chief  excuse  for  its  anti- 
Jewish  legislation  is  its  desire  to  protect  the 
general  community  from  Jewish  "  exploitation." 
Is  it  not  clear,  however,  that  the  immediate  effect 
of  such  a  policy  is  to  turn  prosperity  into  desola- 
tion, and  to  involve  in  the  ruin  of  the  expelled 
Jews  a  vast  company  of  people  who  were  depen- 
dent for  their  livelihood  upon  Jewish  activity  ? 


SYNOD   AND  DUMA. 


Chief  Procurator's  Demand 
Grant  Rejected. 


for  Church 


The  Senior  Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod  has 
experienced  a  signal  defeat  in  the  Duma.  By  a 
majority  of  fifty  votes  the  assembly  rejected  M. 
Sabler's  urgent  Bill  for  a  credit  of  108,000  roubles, 
to  cover  money  spent  by  the  Holy  Synod  on  travel- 
ling allowances  to  the  pupils  of  the  Missionary 
Courses  conducted  by  the  Senior  Priest  Vostorgoff 
at  the  Znamensk  Convent,  Moscow,  on  their  leaving 
to  undertake  Church  work  at  the  emigration  stations 
in  Siberia. 

The  demand  was  resented  both  on  its  merits  and 
as  a  matter  of  principle.  It  was  thought  undesirable 
to  encourage  Ministers  to  play  havoc  with  the  financial 
powers  of  the  Duma,  to  which  the  Government  had 
never  thought  fit  to  submit  a  Bill  to  make  provision 
for  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  emigrants,  preferring  to 
subsidise  for  three  years,  without  any  authoritv, 
private  training  courses,  which  were  said  to  be  of 
an  objectionable  character.  Father  Vostorgoff,  the 
Principal  of  these  courses,  will  be  remembered  as 
the  co-founder  with  Dr.  Alexander  Dubrovin  of 
the  Union  of  the  Russian  People.  The  clerks  in 
holy  orders  who  leave  his  charge  are  said  to  bring 
the  Church  into  contempt  by  their  crass  ignorance, 
and  into  disrepute  by  their  unworthy  conduct. 

M.  Rjevsky  (Progressist)  concluded  his  speech  with 
the  following  words  : — 

"  If  the  Duma  sets  any  value  on  the  Orthodox 
Church,  it  must  refuse  funds  for  courses  of  this  kind, 
which,  far  from  sustaining  the  faith,  strike  at  its  very 
root." 

The   Church's  Illegalities. 

M.  Shingareff  (Cadet)  said  that-for  three  years  the 
Orthodox  Church  had  found  no  time  to  apply  to  the 
Duma  to  sanction  its  enterprise,  and  only  remem- 
bered its  existence  when  it  became  urgent  to  get  the 
illegality  sanctioned.  The  Duma  must  tell  the 
Church  :  "  We  have  no  desire  to  cover  up  your 
sins.  Since  it  is  you  who  have  spent  the  money,  you 
must  pay  for  your  illegalities  yourselves.'' 

M.  Purishkevitch,  who  seems  to  have  reverted  to 
his  old  unseemly  practices,  declared  that,  if  the 
fourth  Duma  was  going  to  give  way  to  the  influence 
of  the  Cadets,  it  would  be  better  that  it  should  not 
exist  any  longer,  as  Russians  did  not  want  such  an 
assembly.  The  President  had  repeatedly  to  call  the 
speaker  to  order  for  his  frequent  interruptions. 
While  the  division  was  proceeding,  M.  Purishkevitch 
ostentatiously  lighted  a  cigar. 

The  second  reading  of  the  Bill  was  rejected  by  196 
votes  to  146. 

The  Right  deputies  declare  themselves  confident 
of  getting  the  grant  for  the  Vostorgoff  courses 
sanctioned  by  Imperial  Ukase,  in  spite  of  the  Duma's 
vote. 

Reactionaries'  Attack  on  the  Duma. 

On  the  day  following  the  rejection  of  the  Holy 
Synod  Bill  by  the  Duma,  the  Right  held  a  meeting  at 
the  Taurida  Palace,  the  agenda  of  which  included 
a  resolution  recommending  the  immediate  dissolution 
of  the  Duma,  and  its  transformation  into  a  purely 
consultative  body.  These  revolutionary  tactics  were 
opposed,  however,  by  both  the  clerical  and  peasant 
deputies  of  the  Right. 

The  Premier,  it  is  said,  is  carrying  on  negotiations 
with  the  Nationalist  and  Octobrist  deputies  with  a 
view  to  creating  a  Government  majority  in  the 
Duma. 
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THE    PEASANTS  BANK. 


How  Peasant  Proprietors  "  Benefit  "  from 
its  Operations. 


The  Peasants'  Bank  is  destined  to  play  an  impor- 
tant part  in  the  Government's  agrarian  policy.  Its 
purpose  is  to  assist  peasants  who  do  not  possess 
sufficient  land  to  increase  their  holdings,  a  function 
which  it  has  been  exercising  since  its  foundation  in 


1881 


In  ioof)  it  was  entrusted  with  the  duty  of 


granting  loans  to  the  peasants  on  the  mortgage  of 
their  allotments,  and  at  the  same  time  it  was  called 
upon  to  promote  small  peasant  proprietorship,  and 
to  educate  the  peasantry  to  take  "  a  correct  view  of 
property." 

It  is  well  known  that  the  peasants'  "correct  view 
of  property "  is  disturbed  by  the  expectation, 
widely  prevailing  among  them,  of  a  "  gratuitous 
addition  to  their  holdings''  or  of  "gratuitous  sup- 
plementary allotments."  It  has  therefore  been  con- 
sidered necessary  to  imbue  them  with  correct  notions 
by  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  payments  for  land  pur- 
chased of  the  Bank  itself  or  through  its  agency.  Every 
facility  is  looked  upon  as  dangerous,  as  it  might  be 
interpreted  as  coming  under  the  heading  of  "gratui- 
tous extensions.''  But  how  is  payment  to  be  exacted 
from  a  beggared  peasant  ?  The  landowners' practice 
under  the  "old  ri;£//»c'elaboratedapeculiarmethodof 
doing  so,  their  agents  seizing  the  peasants'  crops  as 
security  for  the  payment  of  the  rent.  Even  accord- 
ing to  the  Russian  laws  this  was,  of  course,  nothing 
but  taking  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  and  an 
encroachment  upon  the  peasants'  property,  so  that 
occasionally  courageous  Judges  would  be  found  to 
take  up  the  defence  of  the  peasants. 

Seizure  of  Crops. 

But  this  was  under  the  "  old  rigime,"  whereas  under 
the  "  reformed  "  system  this  practice,  originated  by 
the  grasping  landowners,  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Peasants'  Bank,  with  the  open  support  of  the 
authorities.  Last  year,  owing  to  the  wet  autumn,  this 
procedure  caused  the  complete  destruction  of  the 
crops  over  tens  of  thousands  of  dessiatines.  In  the 
government  of  Saratov  alone,  as  the  local  newspapers 
reported,  the  crops  thus  seized  were  destroyed  over 
an  area  ranging  from  18,000  to  20,000  dessiatines. 
Such  proceedings  are,  of  course,  eminently  calculated 
to  imbue  the  peasants  with  a  sense  of  the  sacredness 
of  property. 

The  peasants  are  likely  to  be  equally  impressed  by 
episodes  of  the  following  nature.  The  necessity  of 
redeeming  from  the  Bank  their  own  crops  gathered 
on  their  own  land,  which  has  only  been  mortgaged 
to  the  Bank,  compels  the  peasants  to  dump  upon  the 
market  the  crops  grown  on  their  unencumbered 
plots  in  the  months  of  August  and  September,  when 
prices  are  low,  thus  causing  a  further  depression. 
The  Saratov  branch  of  the  Bank,  the  very  branch 
which  caused  the  peasants'  crops  to  rot  over  an  area 
of  nearly  20,000  dessiatines,  has  shown  consideration 
for  the  peasants'  plight  by  accepting  the  grain  as 
security  for  payment,  in  order  to  sell  it  when  prices 
improve. 

Between  August  14th,  1910,  and  January  7th,  191 1, 
7,904  poods  of  wheat,  at  the  price  of  20  kopeks  per 
pood,  was  thus  delivered  by  the  peasants  on  the 
Teploff  estate.  On  June  30th,  191 1,  the  Bank  made 
this  over,  along  with  49,995  poods  of  grain  from  other 
estates,  to  a  certain  purchaser  at  the  price  of  77 
kopeks  per  pood,  although  the  price  on  the  spot  was 
then  1  rouble  (100  kopeks)  per  pood  !  When  the 
owners  of  the  grain  heard  of  this,  they  asked  the 
Bank,  whose  authority,  as  they  put  it,  they  wished  to 
uphold,  for  permission  to  take  their  grain  at  the 
price  of  80  kopeks  per  pood.  This  request  was 
rejected  by  the  Bank,  while  a  fortnight  later  the 
purchaser  referred  to  sold  the  same  grain  at  1  rouble 
2  kopeks  per  pood,  and  the  second  purchaser  resold 
it  a  few  months  afterwards  to  the  Peasants'  Bank  at 
the  price  of  1  rouble  35  kopeks  per  pood  !  This 
episode  took  place  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  but  the  facts 
have  only  just  come  to  light. 

N.  Maximoff. 


The  Orthodox  clergy  of  Holm  have  petitioned  the 
Synod  to  urge  on  the  Government  the  prompt 
detachment  of  the  Holm  districts  in  view  of  the 
increasing  frequency  of  cases  of  conversion  from 
Orthodoxy  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Deputy  Tchkheidze  has  communicated  to  General 
Djunkov->ky,  the  Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior,  a 
telegram  reporting  the  torture  of  a  political  convict 
at  the  prison  of  Zerentuy,  in  Siberia.  Another  politi- 
cal prisoner  there  has  died  of  typhus. 

The  public  curse  or  Anathema,  pronounced  against 
all  who  have  left  the  Orthodox  Church,  was  per- 
formed in  St.  Petersburg  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the 
Russian  Lent  with  unusual  pomp  and  solemnity, 
owing  to  the  presence  of  the  Patriarch  of  Antioch. 


SUPPRESSING    THE  PRESS. 


The  editor  of  the  Sihinkaya  Jizn,  of  Tomsk,  has 
been  fined  300  roubles  for  the  publication  of  an 
article  on  the  relations  between  the  Council  of  State 
and  the  Duma. 

The  lady  editor  of  the  Otkliki,  of  Saratov,  has  been 
imprisoned  in  default  of  payment  of  a  tine  of  500 
roubles  imposed  upon  that  paper. 

In  the  course  of  a  number  of  searches  and  arrests 
carried  out  among  the  workmen  and  the  local 
"  intellectuals "  of  Kharkov,  the  entire  material  pre- 
pared for  the  first  number  of  a  new  journal  entitled 
Workmen's  Insurance  was  seized.  According  to 
rumour,  the  police  had  been  alarmed  by  the  report 
that  a  conference  of  delegates  from  the  South- 
Russian  working  organisa'ions  was  to  be  held  at 
Kharkov. 

M.  Tarnovsky,  editor  of  the  Kiev  Mysl,  has  been 
fined  400  roubles  by  order  of  the  Governor  of  Kiev 
for  the  publication  of  articles  explaining  the 
Amnesty  I'kase. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Yuzhny  Kray,  of  Kharkov, 
was  confiscated  for  reporting  the  conduct  of  the 
prison  authorities,  who  on  the  Tercentenary  anni- 
versary drove  away  the  crowds  that  had  gathered  in 
front  of  the  prison  gate-;  awaiting  the  liberation  of 
friends  and  relatives. 

The  Pravda,  of  St.  Petersburg,  has  been  lined 
500  roubles  for  the  publication  of  an  article  entitled 
"  The  Sterility  of  the  Fourth  Duma." 

The  Reich  has  been  fined  500  roubles  for  referring 
to  the  absence  of  unanimity  in  the  Cabinet. 


THE    STRUGGLE    IN  FINLAND 


The  Loyal  Address  of  the  Finnish  Diet  to  the 
Emperor-Grand-Duke  prays  that  the  Monarch  will 
see  to  it  that  the  Fundamental  Laws  of  the  Grand 
Duchy  are  respected,  and  that  the  country  is  allowed 
to  enjoy  its  right  to  internal  independence  as  regards 
legislation  and  administration.  It  refers  to  the  per- 
nicious effects  of  the  Equality  Law  passed  by  the 
Russian  Legislature  on  February  2nd,  1912,  in  spile 
of  the  fact  that  according  to  the  Fundamental  Laws 
of  the  country  any  law  for  Finland  can  only  be  issued, 
altered,  or  abolished  by  the  Monarch  jointly  with  the 
Diet.  While  the  real  needs  of  Finland  are  neglected, 
a  Committee  in  St.  Petersburg  has  been  engaged  in 
elaborating  Bills  calculated  utterly  to  destroy  the 
conditions  of  Finland's  national  existence.  As  long 
as  this  policy  of  oppression  remains  in  force  all  tran- 
quillity and  confidence  are  destroyed  in  the  relations 
between  Finland  and  Russia. 

It  is  reported  from  Helsingfors  that  Baron  Langhof, 
Secretary  of  State  for  Finland,  is  to  be  removed  from 
that  office,  in  which  he  will  be  succeeded  by  M. 
Makaroff,  the  former  Russian  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

The  first  consultation  on  Finnish  affairs  to  be  held 
under  the  presidency  of  the  Premier  since  the  time 
of  the  late  M.  Stolypin  took  place  on  March  17th.  It 
dealt  with  questions  concerning  general  Imperial 
legislation,  the  relations  between  the  Imperial  autho- 
rity and  the  Diet,  Budget  disputes  between  the 
Governor-General  and  the  Finnish  Senate,  and  other 
matters. 

A  Bill  which  aims  at  bringing  political  offences 
committed  in  Finland  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Imperial  courts  has  been  submitted  to  the  Finnish 
Diet  for  the  latter's  opinion,  on  the  receipt  of  which 
the  Bill  is  to  be  introduced  into  the  Russian  Legisla- 
ture. This  measure  is  to  be  introduced  in  any  case, 
even  if  the  Finnish  Diet  declines  to  give  an  opinion 
on  the  ma'ter. 


A   JUDGE'S  FORGERIES. 


The  Cadets  have  introduced  an  interpellation 
asking  the  Ministers  of  War  and  of  the  Interior 
whether,  in  view  of  the  plea  of  mental  derangement 
put  forward  by  the  official  medical  experts  as  an 
excuse  for  the  forgeries  committed  by  Judge  Lyjin, 
they  are  going  to  move  for  a  revision  of  the  repeated 
trials  before  a  Court-martial  of  the  persons  implicated 
in  the  so-called  "  New  Russian  Republic"  case  and 
of  the  trial  before  the  Supreme  Criminal  Court  of 
the  members  of  the  Armenian  Federation,  or 
Dashnakzutiun. 

Such  a  revision,  it  is  declared,  is  all  the  more 
imperative  since  the  Tercentenary  Manifesto  alto- 
gether overlooked  the  victims  of  these  trials,  in 
connection  with  which  Lyjin,  who  is  now  a  Judge 
of  the  High  Court  at  Wilna,  acted  as  the  Examining 
Magistrate. 

Even  the  C  mrt-martial,  as  far  back  as  1908,  had 
thought  it  right  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Minister 
of  Justice  to  the  numerous  forgeries  committed  by 
the  Examining  Magistrate  in  the  exercise  of  his 
duties.  But  this  was  evidently  regarded  as  a  recom- 
mendation of  Lyjin,  who  was  afterwards  entrusted 
with  the  responsible  task  of  conducting  the  inquiry 
into  the  case  of  the  Armenian  Federation. 


A   TOWNS  DECAY. 

Expulsion  of  Jews  Ruins  Grain  Export 
Trade. 

The  South  Russian  town  of  Nikolayev,  which  up 
to  three  years  ago  wa^  one  of  the  chief  centres  of  the 
grain  export,  and  even  competed  with  Odessa,  has 
lately  suffered  considerably  from  the  persecution  of 
the  Jews.  This  fact  is  proved  by  statistics  published 
in  the  Vycslnik  Finantov  and  the  Corodskoyc  Dieh. 
Prior  to  the  expulsion  period  the  exports  of  grain  had 
rissn  from  53,000,000  poods  in  190S  to  101,000,000 
poods  in  1909,  and  114,000,000  poods  in  1910.  In 
[Oil  the  exports  decreased  by  21  per  cent.,  and 
during  the  first  nine  months  of  1912  they  only  totalled 
40,000,000  poods.  The  economic  decay  of  Nikolayev 
is  visible  all  over  the  town,  where  a  graveyard  stillness 
reigns,  while  great  building  activity  prevails  in  the 
neighbouring  towns  of  Odessa  and  Kherson. 

Kiev  Fair  Ruined. 

The  Kiev  merchants  have  obtained  permission 
from  the  authorities  to  prolong  the  Kiev  Fair  for 
another  week.  They  based  their  petition  on  the  fact 
that  the  authorities  had  caused  the  Fair  to  turn  out 
a  failure,  owing  to  the  restrictions  placed  by  them  in 
the  way  of  Jewish  visitors.  In  former  years  the 
restrictions  with  regard  to  residence  have  always 
been  suspended  during  the  Fair. 

Although  there  is  no  legal  prohibition  against  Jews 
attending  the  Fair,  the  Kiev  police  have  this  year 
been  making  systematic  raids,  and  arrested  about 
a  hundred  Jews  in  a  single  night. 

The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  is  now  drawing  up, 
for  the  guidance  of  the  provincial  Governors,  detailed 
lists  of  those  Jews  who  were  settled  at  their  present 
places  of  residence  before  the  vear  iNSi,  or  who 
derive  their  right  of  residence  "from  the  Stolypin 
circular  of  August  14th,  1906.  All  Jews  who  do  not 
come  under  those  two  categories  are  to  be  expelled 
from  the  villages  without  exception. 


AN   EXPULSION  TRAGEDY. 


A  Jew  named  Dorf  had  been  living  for  fifteen 
years  in  the  central  part  of  Kiev,  where  he  conducted 
a  co-operative  Moor-polishing  business.  Recently, 
however,  a  police  order  was  issued  which  removed 
floor-polishers  from  the  category  of  artisans,  and 
Dorf  was  informed  that  he  would  have  to  leave 
Kiev.  All  his  efforts  to  get  the  fatal  decision 
rescinded  proved  fruitless.  The  poor  man  then  fell 
ill,  and  appealed  for  a  respite  pending  his  recovery. 
This,  however,  was  refused,  and  he  was  peremptorily 
ordered  to  leave  on  March  9th.  But  on  the  day 
before,  while  his  wife  and  children  were  absent 
from  the  house,  Dorf  put  an  end  to  his  troubles  by 
hanging  himself,  and  his  large  family  is  now  without 
any  means  of  support. 


M.    J AGIELLO  S  SEAT. 


The  Duma  has  admitted  by  an  overwhelming 
majority  the  irregularity  committed  in  the  election 
of-M.  Jagiello  as  deputy  for  Warsaw.  In  view,  how- 
ever, of  the  fact  that  all  the  Polish  depu'.ies  were 
elected  under  the  same  conditions,  the  Duma 
rejected,  by  217  votes  to  147,  the  motion  to  unseat 
M.  Jagiello.   

THE  MINISTER  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 


If  there  were  any  doubts  as  to  which  party  the  new 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Maklakoff,  belongs,  they 
have  now  been  removed  by  his  open  participation  in 
the  Congress  of  that  Reactionary  and  "  Black 
Hundred"  organisation,  Union  of  the  Russian 
People,  which  was  recently  held  in  St.  Petersburg 
in  connection  with  the  Romanoff  Tercentenary. 


A  Government  Bill  for  the  reform  of  the  Senate 
was  discussed  by  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the 
Duma  last  Wednesday. 

The  Conference  of  the  Union  of  Nobility  has 
passed  a  resolution  urging  the  Council  of  State  to 
reject  the  Cantonal  Zemstvo  Bill. 

The  Land  Captain  of  the  first  division  of  the 
Balashov  district,  in  the  government  of  Saratov,  has 
reported  the  prevalence  of  eruptive  typhus,  caused 
by  famine,  in  the  village  of  Khruschevka. 

All  the  Jews  settled  on  land  rented  from  peasants 
are  being  expelled  from  the  villages  of  the  district  of 
Xamosc,  in  Poland,  on  the  strength  of  a  Senatorial 
interpretation  extending  to  the  Kingdom  of  Poland 
one  of  the  May  Law  restrictions  originally  devised 
for  Russia  proper. 

The  Warsaw  authorities  have  closed  the  Polish 
Insurance  Agents'  and  Inspectors'  Association  on  the 
ground  that  the  Association  has  not  displayed  any 
activity  during  the  two  years  of  its  existence. 
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SYNOD    OR    PATRIARCH  ? 


A  number  of  fervent  Orthodox  Churchmen,  it 
is  said,  are  intensely  disappointed  at  the  Tsar's 
neglect  to  include  in  the  Tercentenary  Manifesto 
an  order  restoring  the  Patriarchate  in  Russia  ; 
such  an  act,  it  is  urged,  would  have  been  par- 
ticularly appropriate  on  this  occasion,  inasmuch 
as  the  father  of  Michael,  the  first  Romanoff 
Tsar,  himself  held  the  office  of  Patriarch.  The 
expression  of  these  regrets  seems  to  indicate  that 
there  is  a  considerable  body  of  opinion  in  Russia 
that  is  agitating — probably  more  in  private  than 
in  public — for  the  restoration  of  the  Patriarchate, 
which  Peter  the  Great  definitely  abolished  iu 
1721 ;  and  it  is  likely  that,  when  the  Balkan 
States  set  about  reorganising  their  affairs  in 
accordance  with  the  changes  effected  by  the  war 
with  Turkey,  the  question  will  be  discussed  with 
even  greater  vehemence.  At  present  the  highest 
personage  in  the  Greek  Church  is  the  Patriarch 
of  Constantinople —the  (Ecumenical  Patriarch, 
as  he  is  called.  Henceforth,  however,  with  Con- 
stantinople reduced  to  the  position  of  the  capital 
bv  courtesy  of  all  that  is  left  of  Turkey  in  Europe, 
and  with  the  power  of  Bulgaria  advanced  to  its 
very  gates,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  this  official 
will  lose  much  of  his  prestige,  which  may  well 
be  eclipsed  by  that  of  the  Bulgarian  Exarch.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  relations  between  the 
different  sections  of  the  Eastern  Church  are  not 
of  the  most  cordial  character,  and  for  this  reason 
alone  the  aggrandisement  of  the  Bulgarian 
Exarch  may  be  resented  in  Russia  and  induce 
that  country  to  set  her  own  ecclesiastical  house 
in  order.  An  equally  powerful  motive  may  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  Russia  desires  to  be 
regarded  as  the  head  not  only  of  the  Slav  races, 
but  of  all  the  Orthodox  nations,  and  that  the 
increased  influence  of  the  Bulgarian  Exarchate 
will  not  accord  with  her  ideas  of  her  own  position 
as  the  leader  of  Pan-Orthodoxy. 

The  Holy  Orthodox  Catholic  Apostolic 
Eastern  Church  (to  give  it  its  full  title)  consists 
to-day  of  four  Patriarchates —those  of  Constan- 
tinople, Alexandria,  Antioch,  and  Jerusalem — 
and  a  number  of  independent,  autocephalous 
Churches,  the  principal  of  which  are  those  of 
Russia,  Greece,  Servia,  Roumania,  Montenegro; 
Austria-Hungary,  and  Bulgaria.  Until  1582  the 
Russian  Church  was  subject  to  the  Patriarch  of 
Constantinople,  its  chief  official  being  a  Metro- 
politan, whose  seat,  after  being  transferred  from 
Kiev  to  Vladimii,  was  finally  located  in  Moscow. 
In  the  year  named,  however,  the  Patriarch  of 
Constantinople  raised  the  then  Russian  Metro- 
politan to  the  Patriarchal  dignity,  and,  hav- 
ing thus  achieved  independence,  the  Russian 
Church  and  its  head  acquired  considerable 
power.  It  was  this  growth  of  power  that 
determined  Peter  the  Great  to  alter  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Church.  The  independence 
of  the  ecclesiastical  authority,  not  only  of  Con- 
stantinople, but  also  of  the  Autocracy,  did  not 
suit  his  purpose,  and  he  resolved  to  turn  the 
clergy  into  his  tools.  It  was  with  this  idea  that 
in  1700  he  forbade  the  election  of  a  new  Patriarch, 
and  twenty-one  years  later  established  a  Holy 
Synod  to  take  the  place  of  the  abolished  office. 
The  Synod  was,  and  is,  composed  of  Bishops 
nominated  by  the  Tsar,  headed  by  a  Government 
official  known  as  the  Procurator-General,  and 


the  Orthodox  Church  has  thus  become  a  Govern- 
ment department,  whose  administrators  are  in 
full  accord  with  the  designs  of  the  bureaucracy. 

It  is  almost  unnecess;  ry  to  point  out  the  evil 
results  that  have  followed  from  the  momentous 
change  effected  by  Peter  the  Great.  For  two 
hundred  years  the  Church  has  been  employed  in 
a  very  large  measure  for  secular  ends,  and  the 
clergy  have  become  agents  of  the  Administration. 
In  all  the  sects  of  the  Eastern  Church  the  national 
idea  of  religion  has  ever  been  kept  well  to  the  fore, 
but  m  Russia  alone  has  the  Church  been  actively 
and  remorselessly  employed  to  serve  a  Nationalist 
policy.  The  political  aspect  of  the  Holy  Synod  was 
developed  to  the  utmost— or  rather  the  fruits  of 
its  development  became  most  obvious — under 
the  late  M.  Pobiedonost/.eff,  that  singular  and 
powerful  personality  whose  reign  was  marked 
by  the  worst  excesses  of  a  Nationalist  character ; 
and  his  example  has  been  faithfully  followed 
by  the  present  Procurator- General,  M.  Sabler. 
Thus  in  Russia  the  Or.hodox  Church  has  sub- 
ordinated its  religious  to  its  political  functions, 
and  all  the  vices  springing  from  ecclesiastical 
partisanship  have  become  fully  apparent.  As  an 
example  of  the  conditions  prevailing  to-day  we 
have  only  to  recall  the  part  played  by  the 
Church  in  the  recent  ieneral  Election.  For 
this  reason  we  are  not  ill-disposed  towards  the 
project  of  reviving  i.he  Patriarchate.  The 
change  might  not  inconceivably  restoi'e  to  the 
Church  its  independents,  without  which  it  can 
never  accomplish  anything  for  the  moral  wel- 
fare of  the  people,  and,  by  freeing  it  from  its 
present  political  concubinage,  turn  it  from  a 
slave  of  the  Government  into  a  servant  of  God. 
There  is  this  at  any  rate  to  be  said  for  the  pro- 
posal— that  no  change  could  possibly  be  for  the 
worse. 


AMNESTY  PUZZLES. 


Senate  Called  upon  to  "  Interpret "  the 
Tsar's  Ukase. 


As  was  anticipated,  the  obscure  wording  of  the 
Imperial  Ukase  issued  on  March  6th  to  commemo- 
rate the  Romanoff  Tercentenary  has  already  required 
elucidation  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  In  many 
places  the  local  authorities  have  refused  to  extend  the 
benefit  of  the  remission  of  fines  to  the  penalty  of 
300  roubles  inflicted  upon  the  parents  of  Jews  who 
had  emigrated  before  their  time  for  military  service, 
while  elsewhere  the  officials  have  declared  them- 
selves unable  to  decide  as  to  the  proper  interpre- 
tation of  the  Ukase.  On  March  23rd  the  matter  was 
brought  before  the  Governing  Senate,  which  declared 
unanimously  that  the  unconditional  wording  of 
Article  19  of  the  Ukase  must  be  taken  to  sanction  the 
remission  of  this  particular  fine.  This  conclusion 
was,  however,  objected  to  by  the  representative  of 
the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  who  insisted  that  from 
the  absence  of  a  special  clause  to  that  effect  it  must 
be  gathered  that  there  was  no  intent'on  to  remit  tlie 
300-rouble  fine.  The  Senate  thereupon  resolved  to 
demand  the  opinion  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior. 


CABINET  RUMOURS. 


Persistent  rumours  have  been  circulated  as  to  the 
impending  resignation  of  the  President  of  the 
Council  of  State,  M.  Akimoff,  who,  it  is  said,  is  to  be 
succeeded  in  that  office  by  the  Premier,  M. 
Kokovtsoff. 

M.  Kokovtsoff  is  reported  to  have  been  exceed- 
ingly annoyed  at  the  interview  given  to  the  Temps  by 
M.  Maklakoff,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  It  is, 
however,  considered  inconvenient  to  change  Ministers 
of  the  Interior  too  frequently. 


FINANCIAL  STRATEGY. 


Russian    State    Loan   Masquerading  as 
Railway  Bonds. 


BUDGET  REALITIES 


It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  whenever  the 
Russian  Minister  of  Finance  comes  forward  with  a 
declaration  of  the  splendid  condition  of  Russia's 
finances,  which  makes  her  entirely  independent  of 
the  foreign  Exchanges,  a  new  Russian  loan  is  in  con- 
templation. 

Thus  M.  Kokovtsoff,  in  his  report  on  the  Budget 
Estimates  for  191 2,  painted  the  financial  prosperity 
of  the  country  in  the  most  brilliant  colours,  while  in 
the  autumn  of  the  same  year  there  were  rumours 
that  a  Russian  loan  would  soon  be  floated  on  the 
Paris  Exchange.  But  owing  to  the  events  in  the 
Balkans,  which  produced  a  depression  on  the  money 
market,  and  especially  in  Russian  State  securities, 
the  scheme  had  to  be  postponed. 

M.  Kokovstoff's  report  on  the  current  year's 
Budget  reflects  once  again  the  financial  optimism  of 
the  Russian  Government,  whose  enormous  "  free 
balance  "  is  alleged  to  save  Russia  from  the  necessity 
of  having  recourse  to  loans.  As  usual,  the  publica- 
tion of  these  optimistic  declarations  has  again 
coincided  with  the  prevalence  of  rumours  of  an 
approaching  loan.  That  the  rumours  had  a  solid 
foundation  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  during 
the  months  of  January  and  February  last  the  Paris 
Press  was  busy  preparing  public  opinion  in  France 
to  give  a  favourable  reception  to  the  new  Russian 
flotation. 

A  Favourite  Disguise. 

The  tension  of  the  international  position,  however, 
coupled  with  the  ever-growing  popular  movement  in 
the  country  itself,  does  not  allow  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment to  plunge  its  hand  frankly  and  openly  into  the 
pockets  of  the  Erench  rentiers.  The  Russian  autho- 
rities and  their  agents  have  therefore  decided  in 
favour  of  a  foreign  loan  of  the  disguised  variety, 
which  has  already  been  tried  more  than  once  on  the 
Paris  Exchange.  A  few  years  ago,  for  instance,  the 
Credit  Lyonnais  thus  placed  on  the  Paris  Exchange 
an  enormous  quantity  of  so-called  let/res  de  gage  of 
the  Russian  Nobles'  Bank,  which  is  a  financial 
institution  of  the  State.  But  the  most  frequent  form 
of  disguised  State  loans  are  those  made  to  the  State 
Railways,  and  the  important  part  played  by  such 
loans  in  covering  the  deficits  of  the  Russian  Budget 
is  shown  by  the  following  figures. 

On  January.  1st,  1906,  the  total  debt  of  the  Russian 
State  amounted  to  7,841,164000  roubles  (over  784 
millions  sterling),  of  which  3,167,476000  roubles,  or 
40  per  cent.,  represented  the  debts  arising  from  the 
issue  of  rail  way  loans.  Although  a  number  of  such  loans 
had  been  issued  in  the  shape  of  bonds  by  the  State 
Railways,  they  were  practically  ordinary  State  loans, 
since  the  money  realised  went  towards  the  general 
expenditure  of  the  State,  and  not  for  the  building  of 
railways. 

Evasive  Denials. 

It  is  to  this  mode  of  application  for  foreign  credit 
that  the  Russian  Government  means  to  have  recourse 
now,  although  it  endeavours  to  conceal  the  truth  from 
the  Press  and  the  public.  When  the  Retch  recently 
reported  that  the  issue  of  a  Russian  Railway  loan  to 
the  amount  of  700  million  francs  was  being  prepared 
in  Paris,  in  the  shape  of  a  special  loan  for  the  build- 
ing of  the  South  Siberian  line,  the  statement  was  at 
once  officially  denied,  but  in  a  very  evasive  form. 
The  official  disclaimer  merely  denied  that  negotia- 
tions were  being  carried  on  for  a  loan  for  the  benefit 
of  the  South  Siberian  Railway,  while  it  carefullv 
abstained  from  denying  that  a  Railway  loan  of  one 
sort  or  another  was  in  contemplation.  Indeed  a  few 
days  later  a  Paris  paper  announced  the  arrival  of  M. 
Scheikovitch,  an  agent  of  the  International  Bank  of 
St.  Petersburg,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  loan 
of  700  million  francs  at  4*-  per  cent,  on  the  guarantee 
of  the  Siberian  Railways.  Early  in  January  last  the 
Temps  had  already  announced  that  a  Russian  loan 
would  be  made  "in  the  form  of  Railway  bonds,"  and 
this  was  confirmed  by  the  French  deputy,  M.  Charles 
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Dumas,  in  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  Courriet 
tin  Parlement  of  January  12th. 

It  may  therefore  be  safely  affirmed  that  we  are 
actually  on  the  eve  of  a  new  Russian  loan,  although  the 
Russian  Government  is  as  yet  careful  to  keep  the 
negotiations  secret,  so  as  to  avoid  opposition  on  the 
part  of  the  independent  portion  of  the  foreign  Press. 

M.  Kokovtsolf 's  Flourishes. 

But,  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  stille  rumour,  the 
matter  has  not  escaped  the  attention  of  that  portion 
of  the  French  public  which  is  loth  to  support  the 
present  Russian  rdgime  with  French  money,  and 
Deputy  Charles  Dumas  has  vigorously  protested 
against  the  new  financial  operation  about  to  be  per- 
formed on  the  pockets  of  the  French  rentier.  M. 
Dumas  considers  the  present  internal  position  of 
Russia  to  be  unstable,  and  calculated  to  lead  to 
another  revolutionary  crisis.  Further,  he  says,  money 
should  not  be  given  to  the  Russian  Government  on 
the  strength  of  the  Alliance,  for  the  Russian  Army  is 
not  to  be  relied  upon  in  case  of  war  with  Germany 
owing  to  its  technical  impotence,  which,  in  spite  of 
the  alleged  "reforms,"  has  not  changed  since  the 
lapanese  War. 

"Optimism,"  observes  M.  Dumas,  "  is  the  power 
that  rules  the  Russian  financial  situation.  The 
publicity  agent  of  the  Russian  loan  department — 
the  Minister  of  Finance,  the  clever  stage-manager  of 
the  Russian  Budgets— has  decided  upon  that.  The 
House  of  Romanoff,  being  anxious  to  borrow,  pro- 
claims the  excellence  of  its  credit  and  the  superiority 
of  its  position.  Try  to  peruse  the  arguments  with 
which  M.  Kokovtsoff  heralds  this  year's  Budget,  and 
you  will  see  that  the  conclusion  he  presents  is  that  it 
only  remains  for  you  to  fall  at  the  feet  of  this  eminent 
gentleman  and  implore  him,  if  you  are  a  good  family 
man,  to  do  you  the  favour  of  accepting  your  good 
money." 

(It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Courrier  du  Parle- 
ment, the  paper  just  quoted,  is  conducted  by  such 
persons  as  M.  P.  Baudin,  the  present  French 
Minister  of  Marine,  and  the  former  Minister,  M.  L. 
Puech.) 

How  Brilliant  Budgets  are  Made. 

M.  Dumas  then  passes  on  to  the  Finance  Minister's 
special  objects  of  pride — namely,  the  equilibrium  of 
the  Budget  and  the  "  free  balance." 
« "  Do  you  know,"  he  asks,  "  what  one  finds  to 
admire  in  the  Russian  Budget  ?  That  it  balances  ! 
'  Wonderful  ! '  you  will  say.  '  A  Budget  is  generally 
constructed  so  as  to  balance.'  That  is  quite  pos- 
sible, but  not  in  Russia.  In  Russia  it  is  so  sensa- 
tional an  event  that  it  sets  the  world  gaping  with 
astonishment." 

"  In  1909,"  he  continues,  "  in  accordance  with  the 
law  of  December  6th,  1908,  and  the  Ukase  of 
January  2nd,  1909,  was  issued  the  State  loan  (the  4^ 
per  cent,  loan  of  1909)  for  the  redemption  of  the 
5  per  cent.  Treasury  bonds  of  1904  and  for  covering 
the  deficit  which  was  then  anticipated  in  the  extra- 
ordinary expenditure  of  the  1909  Budget.  This 
loan,  which  was  floated  in  France,  England,  and 
Holland  at  the  issue  price  of  85.I,  realised  448,875,000 
rouble-.  Of  this  sum  the  Paris  banks  kept  300,000,000 
roubles  for  the  redemption  of  the  1904  bonds,  and 
the  available  remainder — 148,875,000  roubles — went 
to  swell  the  receipts  of  the  State  Bank. 

"This  may  seem  a  singular  proceeding;  never- 
theless, it  is  in  this  fashion  that  preparations  are 
made,  if  not  for  sound  business,  at  any  rate  for  a 
brilliant  Budget." 

That  "  Free  Balance." 

I  am  in  a  position  to  confirm  M.  Dumas'  opinion 
by  an  example  taken  from  M.  Kokovtsoff's  report  on 
the  Budget  of  1913.  On  page  14  the  Budget  balances 
are  given  for  the  five  years  1908  to  1912.  The  total 
revenue  for  those  five  years  is  given  at  14,275  million 
roubles,  and  the  expenditure  at  13,825  millions,  and 
thus  we  get  a  balance  of  450  million  roubles.  On 
the  strength  of  this  M.  Kokovtsoff  declares  that  on 
January  1st,  1913,  there  had  accumulated  in  the 
Russian  Treasury  a  "free  balance"  of  450  million 
roubles,  whose  origin  he  explains  by  the  favourable 
conditions  of  the  years  1909-1911,  when  Russia 
enjoyed  two  abundant  harvests  in  succession.  But 
surely  M.  Kokovtsoff  is  too  modest,  for  in  reality 
the  balance  must  not  be  placed  to  the  account  of 
agriculture,  but  to  that  of  the  Finance  Minister's 
own  enterprise.  Indeed,  if  we  turn  to  the  detailed 
figures  of  the  revenue  of  those  five  years  we  find  that 
part  of  it  is  derived  from  the  profit  on  "  foreign  loans 
and  deposits  in  pcrpclunm."  The  last-named  source 
may  be  ignored,  however,  as  the  deposits  in  per- 
peiuum  form  but  an  insignificant  amount  as  com- 
pared with  the  loans,  and  the  Minister  has  bracketed 
the  two  categories  together  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
obscuring  the  accounts  and  rendering  it  more  diffi- 
cult to  itemise  the  figure  of  the  income  from  loans. 

Shrinking  Figures. 

During  the  years  1.^08  to  1912  the  revenue  from 
loans  and  deposits  amounted  to  349  million  roubles. 
This  has  to  be  deducted  from  the  total  revenue  for 
those  five  years  given  above,  and  when  that  is  done 
we  find  that  the  actual  revenue  did  not  amount  to 


14,275  million  roubles,  bui  only  to  13,925  million 
roubles.  And  since  the  expenditure  for  those  five 
years  amounted  to  13,825  million  roubles,  the  actual 
"  free  balance"  amounted  not  to  450  million  roubles, 
but  only  to  100  millions. 

If  M.  Kokovtsoff  manages  to  get  a  figure  four  and 
a  half  times  larger,  he  does  so  only  by  confusing  the 
State's  indebtedness  with  the  "net  revenue"  and 
"  free  balance."  It  is  quite  clear  that  if  M.  Kokovtsoff 
borrows  700  million  francs  in  Paris  and  deposits 
them  in  the  Treasury,  there  will  be  found  a  "  free 
balance  "  amounting  to  700  million  francs — up  to  the 
very  moment  when  the  bill  is  due. 

Russia's  Huge  Debts. 

Russia's  indebtedness  is  growing  with  enormous 
rapidity.  The  following  figures,  taken  from  the 
official  Estimates  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure  I01 
1913,  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  show 
how  her  public  debts  have  increased  since  1901  : — 
Year.  Amount  of  Debt. 

1901   °.39?'3  million  roubles 

1904   7>o8i'V      »  » 

1906   8,625"  5      »  » 

i9°8   8,8507 

1 910   9,030*2      ,,  „ 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  in  the  course  of  a  single 
decade  the  indebtedness  of  the  Russian  State 
increased  by  nearly  50  per  cent.,  or  by  more  than 
two  and  a  half  milliard  roubles. 

Compared  with  this  enormous  debt,  what  signifies 
the  hundred  million  roubles  that  went  to  form  the 
"  free  balance,"  thanks  to  two  good  crops,  to  the 
increased  consumption  of  Treasury  vodka,  and  to  the 
police  officials'  energetic  extortion  of  taxes  from  the 
peasants?  It  is  abundantly  clear  that  this  "free 
balance  "  is  an  insignificant  drop  in  the  troubled  sea 
of  financial  disorganisation,  waste,  and  depravity. 

In  my  next  article  I  shall  dwell  in  greater  detail  on 
the  Estimates  for  1913,  explaining  their  economic 
basis,  social  structure,  and  international  importance, 
as  well  as  the  part  which  in  recent  years  foreign 
loans  have  played  in  Russia's  internal  policy. 

Gregoire  Alexinsky. 


REACTIONARY  INTRIGUES. 

Determined  Campaign  to  Overthrow  the 
Duma.  • 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  March  26th. 
The  authors  of  the  interpellation  on  the  occur- 
rences at  the  Medical  Academy  were  requested  by 
the  Presidential  Bureau  to  withdraw  the  interpella- 
tion on  the  ground  that  it  would  only  give  rise  to 
irritation  in  high  quarters  against  the  Duma,  which 
was  already  the  subject  of  intrigues.  This  fact  seems 
to  illustrate  the  depression  that  prevails  among 
deputies,  especially  of  the  Moderate  and  Conserva- 
tive parties. 

The  Russian  bureaucracy  cannot  yet  reconcile 
itself  to  the  existence  of  representative  bodies,  and  its 
intrigues  in  high  quarters  against  the  Duma  never 
cease.  Occasionally  these  intrigues  assume  con- 
siderable dimensions,  whenever  there  seem  to  be 
better  prospects  that  reactionary  aspirations  will  be 
fulfilled,  and  such  an  occasion  has  now  arrived. 

Activity  in  the  Salons. 

The  animation  that  now  prevails  in  the  famous 
salon  of  Countess  Ignatieff  and  in  similar  circles,  the 
obstruction  of  the  Council  of  State,  whose  majority 
belongs  to  the  upper  bureaucracy  and  the  reac- 
tionary Nobility,  and  the  interview  given  by  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  to  a  French  correspondent, 
to  whom  he  clearly  hinted  at  his  ability  to  pass  his 
Press  Bill  independently  of  the  Duma— all  these  facts 
point  to  the  ardent  desire  of  certain  elements,  and 
not  least  among  Court  circles,  to  get  rid  of  the  Duma 
in  one  way  or  another.  This  purpose  is  also  seen 
in  the  behaviour  of  the  Right  ;  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session  it  professed  to  be  anxious  to  work,  but  it 
has  now  returned  to  its  old  scandalous  methods, 
which  are  calculated  to  compromise  the  Duma.  This 
party  even  had  the  audacity  to  convene  within  the 
precincts  of  the  Duma  a  meeting  to  discuss  the 
necessity  of  dissolution,  followed  by  a  further  altera- 
tion of  the  franchise  system. 

The  Union  of  Nobility. 

In  the  centre  of  this  Counter-Revolutionary  agita- 
tion is  found  the  recent  Conference  of  the  Union  of 
Nobility.  Up  to  1905  the  Russian  nobility  made  no 
attempt  at  political  organisation,  since  its  class  inte- 
rests wen-  fullv  secured  by  the  existing  condition  of 
affairs.  The  agrarian  movement,  however,  compelled 
the  nobles  to  come  closer  together.  First  of  all 
they  snatched  the  Zcmstvo  institutions  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Liberal  elements,  and  afterwards  they 
created  the  Pan-Rus'ian  Union  of  Nobility,  with  its 
annual  conferences  and  a  permanent  Council  which 
serves  for  its  political  representation.  To  this  insti- 
tution was  flue  the  dissolution  of  the  first  two  Dumas, 
the  alteration  of  the  Franchise  Law,  and  a  number  of 


other  reactionary  measures.  Numerous  reactionary 
amendments  to  Bills  introduced  by  the  Government 
or  by  the  Council  of  State  subsequently  turned  o.it 
to  have  originated  in  the  Council  of  the  Union  of 
Nobility. 

Itching  Palms. 

Our  nobles  are  not  in  the  habit  of  delivering  moral 
sermons,  and  their  last  Conference  was  loud  in  the 
proclamation  of  the  most  reactionary  sentiments. 
The  first  sittings  were  devoted  to  the  question  <A 
recruiting  their  ranks,  which  are  becoming  thinned 
owing  to  the  fact  that  their  lands  are  gradually 
passing  out  of  their  hands,  and  they  are  compelled  to 
desert  their  country  seats  in  order  to  make  a  career 
elsewhere.  The  Council  therefore  proposed  that  the 
Conference  should  petition  for  permission  to  admit 
into  their  ranks  the  more  reliable  elements  from 
among  the  large  landowners  ;  but  this  was  opposed 
by  the  majority,  which  declared  that  they  should 
rather  petition  the  authorities  to  prevent  the  land 
from  slipping  out  of  their  hands.  Although  nobody 
stated  exactly  how  the  thing  was  to  be  done,  it  was 
clear  from  the  speeches  that  the  nobles  desired  to 
put  their  hands  in  the  Treasury  coffers  for  the  purpose 
of  helping  therr.  to  keep  possession  of  their  lands. 
It  is  clear  that  such  appetites  could  not  be  satisfied 
by  a  Duma,  however  reactionary,  which  has  to  control 
the  Budget  in  public,  and  not  in  the  secrecy  of  the 
Government  offices. 

The  second  question  dealt  with  related  to  the  sup- 
pression of  hooliganism,  against  which  the  Prefects 
of  the  capitals  and  several  Governor*  had  issued 
compulsory  orders  punishing  somewhat  vague  acts 
with  three  months'  imprisonment  or  a  fine  of  500 
roubles.  Some  of  those  acts  are  already  punishable 
more  lightly  by  the  existing  law,  while  others  are  not 
legally  punishable  at  all.  But  even  the  compulsory 
orders  do  not  satisfy  the  Union  of  Nobility,  which  at 
its  Conference  demanded  the  application  of  corporal 
punishment  and  compulsory  labour,  not  by  a  judicial 
sentence,  but  by  the  decision  of  the  peasant  com- 
munities. 

The  Nobility's  Press  Bill. 

I  shall  not  dwell  on  the  resolution  dealing  with 
compensation  for  those  who  have  suffered  during  the 
agrarian  disorders.  Although  the  nobles  have 
already  received  a  good  deal  of  money  from  the 
Treasury,  as  well  as  from  the  peasants  as  the  result 
of  lawsuits,  they  still  consider  themselves  wronged, 
and  would  like  to  saddle  the  village  communities 
with  responsibility  for  any  condemned  peasant  who 
proves  insolvent,  or  to  place  the  responsibility  on  the 
State  whenever  the  guilty  party  cannot  be  discovered. 
T  pass  on  to  the  Nobility's  sensational  Press  Bill, 
which  reveals  a  very  suspicious  similarity  to 
the  views  confided  by  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  to  the  correspondent  ot  the  Temps.  This 
similarity  may  be  easily  understood  when  we  consider 
that  the  Committee  attached  to  the  Council  of  the 
Union  of  Nobility  includes  among  its  members  the 
present  head  of  the  Press  Department,  two  of  its 
former  chiefs,  the  Assistant-Minister  of  Education, 
several  prominent  deputies  of  the  Right,  and  a  few 
members  of  the  Council  of  (State  who  are  in  close 
relations  with  the  Government. 

I  may  quote  a  few  of  the  more  piquant  clauses  of 
the  proposed  Press  Bill  : — 

9.  Each  number  of  a  daily  paper  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  competent  authority  as  soon  as  the  first 
copy  has  left  the  press,  or  at  the  latest  within  three 
hours  from  its  appearance. 

10.  Books  and  pamphlets  not  exceeding  one 
printed  sheet  must  be  presented  twenty-four  hours 
before  their  publication  ;  those  exceeding  that  size 
three  days  before  publication,  and  those  exceeding 
five  sheets  a  week  before  publication. 

11.  If  the  competent  Press  Department  authority 
finds  indications  of  any  act  forbidden  by  the  Penal 
Code,  it  may  seize  such  publication,  while  at  the  same 
time  instituting  judicial  proceedings. 

Wild  Demands. 

Still  more  interesting  were  the  debates.  One 
speaker  demanded  that  reports  of  suicides  should  be 
prohibited.  Another  wanted  to  prohibit  the  use  of 
110ms  de  guerre,  and  demanded  that  an  offending 
publisher  should  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  sell 
single  copies  and  to  print  advertisements,  that  libel 
cases  should  be  heard  behind  closed  doors,  and  that 
journalists  should  not  be  judged  by  a  judicial  court 
or  by  a  jury,  but  by  a  court  of  special  representatives 
elected  from  among  the  politically  reliable  elements, 
which  should  punish  not  only  the  actual  expression 
of  opinion  but  also  the  general  tendency  of  publica- 
tions. 

Yet  another  speaker  demanded  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  limit  itself  to  measures  of  repression, 
but  should  itself  take  the  initiative,  and  subsidise,  both 
in  Russia  and  abroad,  those  papers  which  advocate 
the  views  of  the  Union  of  Nobility. 

Of  course,  such  Bills  have  no  chance  of  meeting 
with  a  favourable  reception  at  the  hands  of  the 
Duma.  But  will  they  not  be  carried  through  by 
some  irregular  method,  independently  of  the  Duma  ? 

No  one  can  tell,  and  it  is  just  because  of  this  that 
an  increased  feeling  of  alarm  is  being  evidenced 
among  the  Russian  public. 


Apkil  2.  1913. 
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To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great 
sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Crom- 
well on  the  Persecution  of  the  Vaudois. 


NOTES. 


M.  Kokovtsoff's  Advertisement. 

"  The  Russian  Empire  Budget  for  1912. 
Another  Record  !  "  The  announcement,  including 
the  note  of  exclamation,  is  the  handiwork  of  the 
Russian  Minister  of  Finance,  and  stands  at  the 
head  of  a  lengthy  exposition  which  runs  into 
several  pages  of  the  Times  latest  Russian  Sup- 
plement. M.  Kokovtsoff  has  evidently  been 
taking  lessons  in  the  gentle  art  of  newspaper 
advertisement,  and  we  hasten  to  pay  him  the 
compliment  of  saying  that  the  style  he  shows  in 
bis  present  effort  would  not  disgrace  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  Patent  Pill.  The  Russian  Empire, 
indeed — that  "  political  and  military  giant  "  (we 
quote  from  the  leading  article  wherewith  the 
Times  "  puffs  "  its  Supplement) — is  coming  out 
in  quite  a  new  light,  and  in  condescending  to  the 
level  of  the  pushful  tradesmen  is  setting  an 
example  to  the. other  Great  Powers  which  may  or 
may  not  be  eagerly  followed. 


Figures  and  Facts. 

It  is  not  an  edifying  sight,  but  dignity  is 
seldom  a  strong  point  with  those  who  find  them- 
selves in  the  position  of  having  to  ask  for  money. 
The  casual  reader  who  skims  M.  Kokovtsoff's 
specious  "  full-pages "  will  perhaps  find  it 
difficult  to  believe  that  Russia  is  in  such  a  posi- 
tion. The  truth  is,  however,  tha!;  the  Russian 
Budget  as  concocted  by  the  light  fingers  of  the 
Minister  of  Finance  is  a  dish  that  has  to  be  taken 
with  a  liberal  allowance  of  salt.  His  figures,  so 
convincing  to  the  eye,  bear  quite  another  aspect 
when  the  inquiring  mind  gets  to  work  upon 
them.  "  The  Free  Balance  of  the  Imperial 
Treasury  remains  at  about  £40,000,000  "  —  so 
runs  one  of  M.  Kokovtsoff's  alluring-  headlines. 
On  another  page  of  this  issue  will  be  found  an 
illuminating  article  from  our  well-known  con- 
tributor M.  Alexinsky  in  which  this  "  free 
balance  "  is  exposed  to  a  process  of  dissection, 
with  the  result  that  on  the  Finance  Minister's 
own  showing  it  is  seen  to  dwindle  down  to  a 
quarter  of  the  stated  amount. 


No  Loan? 

"  No  deficit ;  no  loan  ;  further  redemption  of 
debt "  is  another  imposing  sub-head.  If  we 
admit  the  propriety,  or  indeed  the  possibility,  of 
the  process  by  which  an  excess  of  expenditure 
over  revenue  is  met  out  of  a  fund  which  is 
largely  mythical,  and  which  owes  whatever  sub- 
stantiality it  possesses  to  the  remains  of  former 
loans,  then  and  then  only  we  may  agree  that 
there  is  "  no  deficit."  As  for  the  "  no  loan  " 
vaunt,  our  information  is  of  a  very  different  cha- 
racter. What,  we  wonder,  has  M.  Kokovtsoff 
to  say  on  the  subject  of  the  issue  of  Raihvay 
Bonds,  and  of  the  use  to  which  it  is  intended  to 


put  the  proceeds  P  In  this  connection,  too,  we 
refe  r  our  readers  to  M.  Alexinsky 's  article.  And 
when  a  point  is  made  of  the  stupendous  fact  that 
Russia  is  actually  redeeming  a  fraction  of  her 
foreign  obligations,  it  is  well  to  remember  the 
huge  figure  at  whioh  those  obligations  now  stand, 
and  how  enormously  they  have  increased  during 
the  past  ten  years. 


What  Russia  Wants. 

On  the  subject  of  Russian  State  finance  we 
shall  have  more  to  say  in  a  subsequent  issue. 
The  Times  Supplement,  however,  which  might  be 
more  valuable  if  it  bore  a  less  obvious  connection 
with  the  ambitions  of  the  Russian  official  world, 
is  not  only  employed  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
public  opinion  in  favour  of  any  State  proposition 
that  may  be  brought  before  it,  but  constitutes  a 
frank  invitation  to  the  British  industrialist,  and 
more  particularly  the  British  investor  in  indus- 
trial concerns.  To  disguise  this  aspect,  at  any 
rate,  no  attempt  is  made.  There  is  a  prominent 
article  by  M.  Vladimir  Savitsky  entitled  "  What 
Russia  Wants  from  England,"  from  which  we 
learn  that  what  Russia  wants,  above  all  things, 
is  "  a  broad  and  well-regulated  flow  of  British 
capital  and  British  enterprise."  Strange,  how- 
ever, as  it  may  seem  to  M.  Savitsky  and  to  the 
promoters  of  the  Times  Supplement,  there  are 
not  a  few  Englishmen  who  require  evidence  of 
good  and  stable  government  before  they  will 
think  of  supplying  Russia  with  capital  in  that 
"broad  and  well-regulated  flow"  which  is  so 
much  desired.  To  the  question  of  domestic 
administration,  however,  the  Supplement  unfor- 
tunately devotes  no  attention.  When,  further, 
M.  Savitsky  entreats  our  fallow-countrymen  to 
reject  "  the  superannuated  idea  that  there  are 
legal  and  other  difficulties  bristling  in  the  way 
of  foreigners  who  wish  to  do  business  "  in  Russia, 
we  feel  bound  to  remind  him  that  so  long  as  the 
Russian  bankruptcy  laws  remain  in  their  present 
position  foreign  firms  have  singularly  little 
security ;  and  that  the  same  conditions  still 
prevail  under  which  French,  Belgian,  and  English 
concerns  have  in  the  past  come  to  utter  ruin. 
Perhaps  in  its  next  Russian  Supplement  the 
Times  will  include  an  article  entitled  "  What 
England  Wants  from  Russia." 


A  Barbarous  Remedy. 

The  more  one  considers  the  official  plan  for 
dealing  with  cases  of  "  khouliganism  "  in  the 
country  districts,  to  which  we  referred  last  week, 
the  more  aghast  one  becomes  at  the  primitive 
barbarity  of  the  "  remedy."     In  order  to  deal 
with   such  manifestations  the  local  authorities 
have    had    their  hands  strengthened,  and  are 
empowered    to  flog  and   deport    not   only  the 
offenders  themselves,  but  also  their  parents  if  it 
is  thought  desirable,  at  their  own  sweet  will, 
without  any  form  of  trial.    Could  one  possibly 
conceive  of  a  regulation  more  inherently  vicious, 
or  one  which  offers  a  clearer  path  to  the  most 
terrible  abuses  ?    The  powers  of  the  provincial 
Governors  are  already  more   than  sufficiently 
wide  and  arbitrary  enough  ;  henceforth  they  will 
have  almost  unlimited  power  over  all  but  the 
lives  of  the  wretches  under  their  control — -and 
over  their  lives  as  well  if  the  flogging  be  but 
effective  enough.    It  would  seem,  indeed,  as  if 
M.  Maklakoff  were  bent   on  justifying  the  most 
bloodcurdling  episodes  in  the  most  lurid  melo- 
drama of  Russian  life  ever  put  upon  the  stage. 
And  when  it  is  added  that  the  crime  for  which 
he  has  assigned  this   form  of   punishment  is 
officially  defined  as  "  want  of  respect  for  one's 
superiors,"  and  that  many  of  those  who  have 
been  accused  of  "  khouligan "  acts  are  children 
of  tender  age,  the  full  brutality  of  M.  Maklakoff" s 
domestic  policy  stands  revealed.    We  trust  that 
the  Duma  will  not  fail  to  record  its  ojunion  of 
this  latest  demonstration  of  Reaction. 


Medicine  and  Militarism. 

Characteristic  of  the  Russian  way  of  doing- 
things  is  the  latest  development  of  the  Medical 
Academy  disturbances.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  some  time  ago  an  order  was  issued  from  the 
Ministry  of  AVar  (which,  in  order  to  ensure  a 
sufficient  supply  of  Army  doctors,  controls  this 
institution,  the  only  medical  school  in  St.  Peters- 
burg) ordering  Academy  students  to  give  the 
military  salute  to  all  officers.  This  attempt  to 
enforce  a  military  discipline  on  the  students, 
only  a  section  of  whom  are  being  trained  for  the 
Army,  was  very  naturally  resented,  and  there 
were  frequent  street  encounters  between  some  of 
their  number  and  officers  whom  they  neglected 
to  salute,  with  the  result  that  in  one  instance  at 
least  blood  was  shed.  The  general  indignation 
at  this  outrage  was  voiced  by  protest  meetings 
held  at  the  Medical  Academy  and  several  Uni- 
versities, and  in  many  cases  students'  strikes 
were  organised  ;  and  it  was  also  endeavoured, 
although  unsuccessfully,  to  raise  the  matter  in 
the  Duma.  But  the  only  reply  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  these  expressions  of  public  detestation 
has  been  to  close  the  Academy  altogether,  and  to 
announce  its  intention  of  replacing  it  by  a  purely 
military  school.  As  there  is  at  present  no  Medical 
Faculty  in  the  University  of  St.  Petersburg 
the  Cadets  are  now  presenting  a  Bill  for  its 
institution,  and  if  it  is  passed  and  carried  into 
effect  without  delay  it  is  possible  that  out  of  evil 
good  may  come.  Obviously  it  is  necessary  to 
free  medical  education  from  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  the  military  authorities  ;  at  the  same  time 
it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  the  Government 
will  place  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  pro- 
posed new  Faculty  at  St.  Petersburg  University, 
which  has  already  had  disconcerting  experience 
of  official  methods  of  repression. 


STUDENTS    AND  OFFICERS. 


Disturbances   Lead  to    Closure    of  the 
Medical  Academy. 

A  striking  sequel  to  the  conflicts  between  the 
students  of  the  Medical  Academy  and  military  officers 
reported  in  our  last  week's  issue  has  been  witnessed 
in  the  sudden  closure  of  the  Academy.  This  method 
of  cutting  the  Gordian  knot  which  the  authorities' 
own  lack  of  consideration  had  tied,  far  from  allaying 
the  anxiety  of  the  public,  only  meets  with  universal 
condemnation.  It  is  recalled  that  the  Medical 
Academy  is  the  only  scholastic  institution  which  has 
been  carrying  on  its  useful  work  without  intermission 
during  the  last  i  eight  years,  and  that  on  no  occasion 
have  the  students  indulged  in  a  strike,  although  this 
weapon  has  frequently  been  employed,  whether  on 
serious  or  frivolous  grounds,  at  all  the  other  high 
schools. 

The  Cadet  leaders  have  already  taken  action  in  the 
matter  by  introducing  into  the  Duma  a  Bill  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  Medical  Faculty  in  the  University  of  St. 
Petersburg.  Such  a  step  has  become  a  necessity  in  view 
of  the  proposed  institution,  in  the  place  of  the  closed 
Medical  Academy,  of  an  exclusively  military  school. 
In  order  that  the  excluded  Academy  pupils  should 
not  lose  the  benefit  of  their  previous  studies,  the  Bill 
proposes  the  simultaneous  opening  of  all  the  five 
sessions  of  the  new  Medical  Faculty  next  autumn. 

Professor  Metchnikoff  s  Protest. 

The  sudden  closure  of  the  oldest  high  school  in 
Russia  has  provoked  bitter  comment  on  the  part  of 
the  world-famous  scientist  Professor  Metchnikoff,  of 
the  Pasteur  Institute  in  Paris. 

"  I  am  deeply  grieved  by  the  news,"  he  says. 
"  Science  is  being  incredibly  humiliated  in  Russia, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  degrade  it  any  further.  First 
they  clapped  it  into  a  student  uniform,  and  now  they 
want  soldiers'  tunics.  The  barrack  regime  will  inflict 
upon  Russian  Science,  which  once  held  an  honour- 
able place  in  the  world,  irretrievable  damage,  merci- 
lessly crippling  the  new  and  rising  generation.  In 
all  free  countries  considerable  liberty  is  allowed  to 
Science,  without  regard  to  the  tendencies  of  the 
moment.  This  might  be  observed  in  Germany  even 
during  periods  of  the  worst  reaction.  Can  you 
imagine  such  eminent  scientists  as  the  late  M. 
Pirogoff,  Botkin,  or  Karavayeff  under  such  a  regime 
as  the  one  they  are  about  to  create  at  the  Military 
Medical  Academy  ? " 


50 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


dwntv  2,  itu 


A   POGROM  TRIAL. 


Story  of  an  Outbreak  of  1905. 


Another  belated  pogrom  trial  was  commenced  on 
March  24th  at  Ivanovo-Yoznessensk,  an  important 
manufacturing  town  situated  in  the  central  govern- 
ment of  Valdimir.  There  were  fifty-two  accused,  of 
whom  eleven  were  missing,  while  out  of  the  1X2 
witnesses  summoned  only  125  appeared.  It  came 
out  during  the  proceedings  that  a  number  of  the 
witnesses  had  themselves  participated  in  the  pogrom, 
although  the  Public  Prosecutor  had  found  it  more 
convenient  not  to  incude  them  in  the  charge. 

The  events  that  formed  the  subject  of  the  charge 
took  place  in  1905,  soon  after  the  proclamation  of 
the  October  Manifesto.  This  particular  pogrom  was 
as  carefully  organised  as  those  which  took  place  in 
many  other  districts,  with  the  connivance,  if  not 
under  the  direct  guidance,  of  the  authorities  ;  and 
accordingly  the  prosecution  seemed  more  bent  on 
obscuring  than  on  elucidating  the  origin  of  the 
criminal  conspiracy  which  enjoyed  such  high  patron- 
age. 

According  to  the  indictment,  the  actual  pogrom 
took  place  on  November  5th,  1905,  immediately  after 
a  thanksgiving  service  had  been  held  in  the  public 
square  to  celebrate  the  issue  of  the  Manifesto. 
While  the  service  was  proceeding  attacks  were 
already  being  made  upon  workmen  suspected  of 
having  taken  part  in  red-flag  demonstrations. 

How  the  Pogrom  Began. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  service,  the  crowd  was 
harangued  by  the  Mayor's  clerk,  Selivanovsky,  the 
dealer  Basil  Tikhomiroff,  and  the  photographer 
Michael  Scherbakoff,  who  assured  their  audience 
that  "  the  whole  trouble  was  due  to  the  Jews  and  the 
intellectuals,  who  must  be  struck  down,  since  they 
were  Social  Democrats  and  enemies  of  the  Tsar." 
Tikhomiroff  even  distributed  money  among  the 
crowd,  calling  upon  them  to  begin  a  pogrom  against 
the  Jews.  Thereupon  the  "  Unionists  "  divided  into 
several  gangs,  and  began  to  demolish  Jewish  stores 
and  dwellings,  at  the  same  time  pillaging  any  articles 
of  value  they  could  find. 

The  buildings  destroyed  included  the  synagogue, 
the  residence  of  a  local  veterinary  surgeon,  and  the 
premises  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company. 
The  crowd  did  not  even  spare  the  State  public-house, 
which  they  also  demolished,  appropriating  the 
Government  stock  of  vodka.  When  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  Police  tried  to  stop  them,  Selivanovsky 
requested  him  not  to  interfere  with  the  pogrom,  as 
"  the  people  were  doing  a  holy  work." 

The  pogrom  lasted  four  days,  states  the  indictment, 
"  owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  police  and  troops, 
as  well  as  to  the  inaction  of  the  Cossacks  who  were 
called  in."  Besides  dozens  of  wounded,  there  were 
two  men  killed.  One  of  the  latter  was  a  peasant 
named  Seliverstoff,  who  was  murdered,  according 
to  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  pogromists,  "  because 
political  negotiations  were  carried  on  at  his  house." 
The  damage  caused  by  the  mob  is  estimated  at  over 
160,000  roubles.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  in  the 
town  of  Ivanovo-Voznessensk,  which  contains  100,000 
inhabitants,  there  were  only  thirty  Jewish  families. 


EXPULSION    OF  JEWS. 


According  to  figures  issued  by  the  Governor's 
Court,  4,000  Jews  were  expelled  from  tiie  villages  of 
Volhynia  during  the  year  1912. 

The  Jewish  members  of  the  Duma  are  continually 
receiving  telegrams  reporting  renewed  expulsions 
from  the  villages.  A  message  from  Mirgorod,  in  the 
government  of  Poltava,  announces  the  impending 
expulsion  of  sixteen  Jewish  families. 

The  Rabbi  of  Turkestan  has  been  received  in 
audience  by  M.  Kokovtsoff,  who  promised  him  to  use 
his  best  endeavours,  within  the  limits  of  the  law,  to 
prevent  the  expulsion  from  that  province  of  Jews  who 
have  been  settled  there  for  a  number  of  years. 


THE   ANTI-JEWISH  BOYCOTT. 


In  the  course  of  the  debate  in  the  Duma  on  the 
Verification  Committee's  report  on  the  election  of 
M.  Jagiello  for  Warsaw,  Dr.  Bomasz,  the  member 
for  Lodz,  stated  that  the  Jewish  electors  had 
thought  it  right  to  give  their  votes  to  the  representa- 
tiveuf  the  working  class,  on  whose  standard  were 
inscribed  equal  rights  for  all  men  and  good  will  to 
all,  and  whose  motto  wa-  progress.  In  consequence 
the  workmen  were  for  the  first  time  enabled  to  send 
from  Warsaw  their  own  representative  to  the  Duma. 
By  way  of  revenge  threats  were  directed  against  the 
Jews,  and  a  boycott  proclaimed.  The  movement, 
which  assumed  an  uncivilised  form,  had  been  started 
by  men  who  liked  to  fish  in  troubled  waters,  and 
who  gradually  had  dragged  in  the  other  classes- of 
the  population  into  the  demonstration. 


THE    "  KHOULIGANS." 

The  Cause  and  Cure  of  Villagj 
Disturbances. 


The  "khouligan"  question  continues  to  be  a 
subject  for  general  discussion,  especially  since  the 
public  has  been  made  acquainted  with  the  decision 
arrived  at  by  the  Conference  of  Governors  to  punish 
"crimes"  of  this  nature  by  administrative  process, 
thus  shelving  the  courts  of  law,  which  under  this  head 
would  not  recognise  any  legal  offence. 

M.  Fromctte,  a  prominent  jurist,  has  presented  a 
report  on  this  question  to  the  Law  Society  of  St. 
Petersburg.  Ouoting  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
in  Russia  "  the  villages  present  a  sad  spectacle  of 
moral  desolation  and  savagery,"  he  declares  in  the 
first  place  that  the  lack  of  land  has  embittered  the 
relations  existing  between  the  peasants  and  the  land- 
lords, and  that  from  this  cause  arise  the  innumerable 
conflicts  that  are  designated  as  the  work  of  "  khouli- 
gans."  But  the  chief  cause  of  the  manifestations  is 
to  be  found,  according  to  M.  Fromette,  in  "  the  heavy 
atmosphere  of  administrative  despotism,  which  no 
longer  accords  with  the  feeling  of  personal  dignity 
that  has  developed  among  the  peasants." 

For  this  reason  the  author  of  the  report  demands 
the  reorganisation  of  the  Zemstvo  on  democratic  lines. 
"A  greater  application  of  his  energies  to  the  regula- 
tion of  the  conditions  governing  his  life  will  allow  the 
peasant  to  emerge  from  a  situation  which  frequently 
compels  him  to  resort  to  stupid  and  savage  methods 
of  protest." 

The  Law  Society  has  resolved  to  carry  out  a  wide 
investigation  into  the  subject  of  "  khouliganism " 
among  doctors,  nurses,  midwives,  statisticians,  agri- 
cultural experts,  and  others  who  come  into  close 
contact  with  the  peasants,  and  the  results  of  the 
inquiry  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  Duma. 


CRIMES   OF  VIOLENCE. 


Official  Statistics  for  1 91 2. 


In  the  explanatory  memorandum  attached  to  his 
Bill  for  providing  a  sum  of  150,000  roubles  as  a 
grant  for  police  and  gendarmerie  officers,  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  touches  upon  the  question  of 
"  pacification.'' 

He  states  that,  according  to  statistics  gathered  by 
the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  the  number  of  armed 
attacks  and  robberies  diminished  in  1912  as  com- 
pared with  previous  years.  He  finds,  nevertheless, 
that  criminality  continues  to  increase;  the  desired 
pacification  of  the  country  has  not  yet  set  in,  and 
public  life  has  not  yet  resumed  its  normal  course. 
He  gives  the  following  figures  for  the  last  six 
years  : — 


1907 
1908 
1909 
191  o 
1911 
1912 


Armed  attacks 
and  robberies. 

  9.998    673 

  11,044    438 

  7.182    237 

  4.QH    !58 

  2,808    ......  141 

  2,443    88 


Persons  killed. 
Officials.  Private  persons. 


1,561 
1,066 
776 
584 
417 


THE   STRUGGLE    IN  FINLAND. 


A  Committee  of  the  Finnish  Diet  has  been  seeking 
to  collect  material  from  the  public  notaries  as  to  the 
number  of  protests  against  the  inefficient  character 
of  the  Russian  pilot  service,  which  has  taken  the 
place  of  the  regular  Finnish  service.  Although  the 
order  of  the  Diet  decrees  that  all  institutions  and 
authorities  are  to  assist  Committees  of  the  Diet,  and 
every  one,  according  to  the  Press  regulations,  has 
the  right  to  receive  a  report  of  the  protocols  of  public 
notaries,  Governor-General  Seyn  has  ordered  the 
Governors  to  forbid  notaries  to  give  any  information 
to  the  Committee. 

The  rigime  of  relentless  oppression  pursued  in 
Finland  has  become  too  much  for  Baron  A.  Th. 
Langhof,  who,  as  we  stated  last  week,  has  resigned 
the  post  of  State  Secretary  for  Finland,  although  his 
retirement  has  not  yet  been  officially  announced. 

The  candidature  of  M.  Makaroff,  the  late  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  as  Baron  Langhof's  successor  is  con- 
sidered to  be  doomed  in  advance.  The  other  likely 
candidates  are  Chamberlain  Korevo,  General  Borod- 
kin,  and  General  Markoff,  the  last  of  whom  is  Vice- 
President  of  the  Finnish  Senate. 

The  municipal  officials  of  the  city  of  Tavasthus 
arc  now  beiny  prosecuted  for  opposing  the  Equality 
Law.  The  Mayor,  M.  Idcstam,  and  his  colleagues 
who  are  charged  with  the  offence  have  been  required 
to  enter  into  bail  to  the  amount  of  500  roubles  each. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION 


M.  Mischuk  Again  Arrested. 

M.  Mischuk,  the  former  head  of  the  Kiev  Detective 
Department,  who  had  made  himself  obnoxiou-  to 
his  superiors  by  his  endeavours  to  trace  the  actual 
murderers  of  the  boy  Yuschinsky,  has  once  more 
been  arrested  at  his  St.  Petersburg  residence  by 
order  of  the  Public  Prosecutor  of  the  High  Court  of 
Kharkov.  He  was  imprisoned  at  the  Spaskaya 
police  station,  pending  his  transfer  to  Kharkov. 

Two  detective  agents  named  Padalka  and  Smo- 
lovik  have  also  been  arrested,  but  liberated  on  bail. 

On  the  second  anniversary  of  the  murder  of 
Yuschinsky  the  Kiev  "Unionists"  held  a  memorial 
service  at  the  victim's  grave  and  at  the  St.  Michael 
Convent.  The  "Black  Hundred'  journal  Dvuglavy 
Orel  again  issued  a  special  number  repeating  the 
allegation  that  the  murder  was  the  work  of  Jews. 

The  Examining  Magistrate,  M.  Mashkevitch,  has 
returned  once  more  to  Kiev  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  inquiry. 

Beilis's  Trial. 

The  Public  Prosecutors,  MM.  Lashkareff  and 
Tchaplinsky,  have  been  summoned  to  St.  Petersburg 
in  order  to  draw  up  jointly  an  official  statement  on 
the  Beilis  case,  in  which  the  date  of  the  trial  is  to  be 
announced.  The  new  indictment,  it  is  said,  is  to  be 
based  on  the  one  previously  drawn  up  by  M.  Lash- 
kareff, and  will  ascribe  the  murder  to  ritual  motives. 

The  trial  may  possibly  take  place  in  the  middle  of 
May. 

The  Jews  of  Zaslav,  in  the  government  of  Minsk, 
have  recently  spent  several  days  in  a  state  of  panic, 
owing  to  the  disappearance  of  a  Christian  bootmaker. 
The  local  "  Unionists  "  raised  an  agitation  against 
the  Jews,  charging  a  Jewish  bootmaker  with  having 
murdered  his  former  apprentice.  This  campaign, 
however,  was  brought  to  a  conclusion  when  the 
supposed  victim  returned  from  Minsk,  where  he  had 
been  detained  as  an  in-patient  at  the  Zemstvo 
hospital. 


ROTTEN   WHEAT  SCANDAL. 

An  altercation  has  taken  place  on  the  Duma 
Budget  Committee  between  the  Premier  and  Count 
Benigsen.  The  latter  had  seconded  in  the  Duma 
M.  Savitch's  interpellation  on  the  Government's 
action  in  dropping  the  prosecution  of  General 
Savitsky,  who  had  caused  rotten  wheat,  which  had 
been  found  unfit  for  consumption  by  several  Com- 
missions, to  be  passed  for  general  use.  His  superior, 
General  Martynoff,  the  head  of  the  Transamur 
Military  District,  had  instituted  proceedings  against 
General  Savitsky  ;  but  the  prosecution  was  suddenly 
stopped  by  the  orders  of  a  superior  authority,  and 
the  delinquent  was  even  appointed  to  take  up  in  the 
interim  the  duties  of  his  chief,  who  was  removed 
from  his  post  for  excess  of  zeal. 

M.  Kokovtsoff  rejected  the  demand  of  M.  Savitch 
and  Count  Benigsen  to  extend  the  operation  of  the 
Audit  Revision  to  the  Transamur  Military  District  on 
the  ground  that  as  the  East  China  Railway  is  not 
included  for  international  considerations  in  the  sphere 
of  the  competence  of  the  State  Audit,  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  subject  the  Frontier  Guards,  who  form  part 
of  the  administration  of  that  line,  to  its  control. 


A   SENSITIVE  VICE-GOVERNOR. 


While  witnessing  a  performance  at  the  local 
theatre,  M.  Massalsky,  Yice-Governor  of  Kharkov, 
summoned  the  manager  to  his  box,  and  ordered  him 
to  stop  the  run  of  the  comic  opera  Mattco,  under  the 
threat  of  expelling  from  the  town  all  the  Jewish 
members  of  the  cast.  The  Vice-Governor's  mind 
had  been  perturbed  by  the  scene  of  the  king's 
resignation  which  occurs  in  the  play. 

With  M.  Massalsky  it  is  a  case  of  being  plus  royalisti 
que  Ic  roi,  for  the  same  comic  opera  is  being  per- 
formed in  the  capital  without  let  or  hindrance. 


The  Duma  has  accepted  interpellations  on  the 
illegal  proceedings  of  the  Governor  of  Minsk. 

In  reply  to  a  communication  from  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  demanding  to  know  what  is  to  be  done 
with  those  foreign  Jews  who  cannot  be  sent  back  to 
their  native  country,  the  Government  of  which 
refuses  to  admit  them  for  want  of  evidence  as  to  their 
origin,  the  Senate  states  that  the  law  does  not  permit 
foreign  Jews  to  settle  in  Russia  and  to  become 
Russian  citizens.  The  question  how  such  persons 
are  to  be  dealt  with  must  be  left  in  abeyance,  as  the 
existing  law  does  not  contain  any  provision  for  such 
cases. 
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PRISON  PICTURES. 


A  book  recently  published  in  this  country, 
under  the  title  My  Russian  Year1,  appears  to  give 
the  impression  (judging  from  various  Press 
reviews)  that  life  in  a  Russian  prison,  if  not  all 
"beer  and  skittles,"  is  at  any  rate  tolerable.  If 
at  times  officials  indulge  in  acts  of  cruelty,  at 
any  rate  the  prisoners  are  allowed  a  good  deal 
of  licence,  and  among  other  privileges  they  are 
permitted  to  smoke  ;  and  a  Russian  who  lias  had 
prison  experience  both  in  his  own  country  and  in 
England  is  quoted  as  having  expressed  a  decided 
preference  for  the  former.  We  understand  that 
the  authorof  the  volume  referred  to  has  only  dealt 
with  aspects  of  Russian  life  which  have  come 
directly  under  his  own  personal  notice,  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  he  has  no  first-hand  informa- 
tion of  the  awful  atrocities  which  take  place 
every  day  in  the  Russian  prisons,  and  of  which 
the  "  politicals  "  are  the  chief  victims.  It  would 
be  foolish  to  regard  (as  some  of  the  reviewers 
have  done)  so  incomplete  a  statement  of  the  case 
as  conveying  the  whole  truth  about  prison  life  in 
Russia.  There  is,  as  everyone  knows,  another 
side  to  the  picture,  and  this  has  lately  been 
illuminated  in  a  striking  fashion  by  the  well- 
known  French  sociologist,  M.  Francis  de 
Pressense.  We  have  received  a  full  report  of  a 
lecture  delivered  by  M.  de  Pressense  to  a  Paris 
audience  on  the  subject  of  Russian  prison 
atrocities  ;  and  even  from  the  very  brief  resume 
we  are  able  to  present  to  our  readers  it  will  be 
seen  how  signal  is  his  exposure  of  Russian 
methods,  and  how  unbeatable  are  rendered  the 
lives  of  those  men  and  women  (in  many  cases 
persons  of  brilliant  intellectual  capacity)  who 
are  subjected  to  the  inhuman  system. 

M.  de  Pressense  has  taken  his  facts,  which  he 
marshals  with  such  compelling  effect,  from  three 
sources  :  from  official  reports  and  statistics,  from 
newspaper  articles  published  in  Russia  and  else- 
where which  have  never  been  disputed,  and  from 
letters  and  other  communications  that  have 
reached  the  outside  world  from  the  depths  of  the 
prisons  themselves.  Many  of  these  facts  have 
already  been  given  from  time  to  time  in  Darkest 
Russia,  and  their  cumulative  effect  when  collected 
together  in  this  fashion  is,  it  maj7  be  imagined, 
overwhelming.  He  begins  his  survey  bv  quoting 
a  few  telling  statistics,  among  them  those  relating 
to  the  death  penalty.  Leaving  out  of  account 
.the  enormous  number  of  people  who  met  their 
deaths  as  the  result  of  officially  patronised 
pogroms  and  punitive  expeditions  (and  in  the 
space  of  five  years  there  were  over  20,000  such), 
we  find  that  from  190b'  to  1910  there  were  over 
S,100  Russian  subjects  condemned  to  capital 
punishment,  of  whom  5,7.'J>5  were  sentenced  for 
political  offences  ;  the  total  number  of  persons 
actually  executed  was  4,3*>6,  of  whom  3,741  were 
politicals.  In  the  eighty  years  from  the  Decem- 
brist rising  of  1825  down  to  1905  there  were 
1,008  death-sentences  passed ;  623  of  these 
were  for  political  offences,  and  of  the  latter 
525  were  carried  out.  The  contrast  is  eloquent : 
525  political  executions  in  eighty  years,  and 
3,741  in  the  next  five  years !  Such  has  been 
the  triumph  of  the  Counter- Revolution. 

But  happy  they  whose  sentence  was  not  com- 
muted. Those  who  went  to  their  execution  did 
so,  in  very  many  cases,  with  little  regret,  know- 
ing what  awaited  them  in  prison  should  the 
death-penalty  be  remitted.  In  spite  of  all  the 
added  terrors  with  which  the  authorities  have 
endeavoured  to  invest  the  process  of  execution, 
and  in  spite  of  all  the  indignities  which  are 
heaped  upon  the  victims  at  the  final  scene,  it  is 
not  the  death-penalty,  says  M.  de  Pressense, 
which  is   the  supreme  terror;  "incomparably 


worse,  more  painful,  more  intolerable  is  the 
prison."  For  some  years  past  the  total  number 
of  prisoners  has  increased  enormously,  and  in 
this  connection  there  has  been  a  systematic  viola- 
tion of  the  law.  Legally  every  prisoner  is  supposed 
to  be  granted  acertainspace  and  a  certain  quantity 
of  air;  at  present,  however,  that  provision  is  a  dead 
letter.  The  Russian  prisons  are  constructed  to 
contain  about  100,000  inmates ;  whereas,  how- 
ever, in  1908  there  were  77,000  prisoners  con- 
fined in  them,  by  1911  this  figure  had  risen  to 
180,000,  to  whom  must  be  added  about  40,000 
more  who  are  not  included  in  the  official 
statistics  —those,  for  instance,  who  were  being 
transferred  from  one  prison  to  another,  those 
detained  at  the  police-stations,  and  so  forth. 
Thus  it  may  be  said  that  the  Russian  gaols 
to-day  are  packed  with  twice  as  many  prisoners 
as  they  are  meant  to  hold,  and  the  natural  con- 
sequences that  arise  from  this  cause  may  readily 
be  imagined.  The  worst  sufferers  from  these 
conditions  are  the  politicals,  for  they  are  forced 
to  herd  with  a  filthy  crowd  of  common-law 
criminals — most  of  them  the  scum  of  Russian 
society — from  whom  they  contract  all  sorts  of 
terrible  diseases.  Cholera  and  tuberculosis  are 
by  no  means  the  worst  epidemics  that  frequently 
run  riot  in  a  Russian  prison,  decimating  the 
ranks  of  their  inmates,  aud  in  some  cases  carrying 
off  60  and  even  70  per  cent,  of  their  number. 
Many  of  the  details  that  are  to  be  cited  in  this 
connection  are  too  revolting  for  newspaper 
publication.  •  •-- 

The  food,  as  a  rule,  is  bad,  what  there  is  of  it, 
and  insufficient,  such  as  it  is.  Both  soup  and 
bread,  the  staple  prison  fare,  are  to  be  condemned 
on  either  count.  At  Algatchy,  in  Siberia,  where 
only  one  meal  a  day  is  provided,  soup  is  made  for 
(iOO  prisoners  in  receptacles  intended  to  serve  for 
300.  In  some  places  the  bread  is  so  impossible 
that  the  starving  convicts  refuse  to  eat  it ;  even 
the  famous  phrase  of  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden — 
"  It  is  not  good,  but  it  may  be  eaten  " — would  not 
apply  here.  In  the  Boutirsky  gaol,  in  Moscow, 
the  epidemics  which  have  ravaged  the  prison 
have  been  traced  to  the  repulsive  diet.  Among 
the  further  horrors  of  prison  life  may  be  men- 
tioned the  abolition  of  hard  labour,  to  which  we 
have  referred  at  length  on  a  previous  occasion  ; 
the  mental  agony  to  which  prisoners  are  reduced 
by  being  deprived  of  all  occupation  cannot  be 
described.  In  Orel,  however,  one  kind  cf  penal 
work  is  sanctioned  :  the  prisoners  are  set  to  pick 
cotton  or  wool  flock,  and  the  conditions  under 
which  they  are  forced  to  work  are  such  that  it 
becomes  impossible  to  breathe  in  the  dust- 
choked  atmosphere  ;  after  a  few  hours  the 
strongest  succumbs,  and  any  one  who  remains 
more  than  a  week  in  this  death-trap  is  con- 
demned to  a  galloping  consumption.  Elsewhere 
there  are  prisons  in  which  exercise  in  the  narrow 
court  is  prohibited,  and  the  prisoners  only  get  a 
breath  of  fresh  air  twice  a  year — at  Christmas 
and  Easter — when  they  are  allowed  out  in  the 
open  for  half  an  hour. 

Space  does  not  permit  even  a  passing  reference 
to  the  many  other  barbarities  which  M.  de 
Pressense  catalogues.  This  Government's  policy, 
we  are  told,  has  a  double  purpose  :  it  wishes  in 
the  first  place  to  revenge  itself  on  its  enemies, 
and  in  the  second  place,  by  breaking  their  strength 
and  degrading  them  in  their  own  eyes,  to  render 
them  incapable  of  continuing  the  struggle.  Hence 
the  unlimited  power  which  is  given  to  the  prison 
officials,  and  which  prompted  one  of  them — the 
Governor  of  the  Kaluga  gaol — to  parade  his  pri- 
soners before  him  and  exclaim  :  "  I  am  Vassili 
Ivanovitcli  Zakrujsky  ;  I  am  your  Tsar  and  your 
God."  These  governors  are  often  men  of  notori- 
ously bad  character,  and  their  subordinates  are 
usually    recruited    from    the     most  degraded 


elements  of  the  population.  In  Zarentuy  "a 
system  of  infernal  terror  reigns  .  .  .  gaolers 
and  soldiers  are  like  devils  let  loose."  Small 
wonder,  then,  that  scores  of  political  prisoners 
commit  suicide,  as  they  have  recently  done  at 
Kutomar,  Pskov,  and  elsewhere.  In  face  of  these 
awful  conditions,  for  whose  existence  there  is 
incontrovertible  documentary  and  other  evidence, 
and  which  are  proved  to  be  the  rule  rather  than 
the  exception,  it  is  asked  how  France  can  justify 
her  attitude  of  silent  apathy,  and  what  is  to  be 
said  for  an  alliance  that  lias  made  that  attitude 
a  political  article  of  faith.  The  same  observa- 
tions, of  course,  apply  to  England,  whom  M.  de 
Pressens6  shames  with  a  reference  to  the  success- 
ful action  taken  sixty  years  ago,  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  Mr.  Gladstone,  to  stop  the  reign  of  terror 
in  Naples  introduced  by  King  Bomba.  Public 
opinion  abroad — and  particularly  English 
opinion — still,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note,  is  able 
to  influence  the  Russian  Government,  and  it  is 
high  time  that  this  opinion  expressed  itself  in 
an  unmistakable  manner  with  the  object  of 
removing  one  of  the  blackest  stains  on  modern 
progress. 


THE   WAR  AGITATION. 


Reactionaries  Indignant  at  Police 
Interference- 


[From  our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  2nd. 

By  the  conduct  of  the  St.  Petersburg  police  at  the 
demonstrations  of  the  Slavonic  societies  which  cele- 
brated the  capture  of  Adrianople,  the  Government  has 
now  managed  to  excite  the  hostility  of  the  Reaction- 
aries. The  demonstrators  included  prominent  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Right  organisations,  Nationalist 
members  of  the  Duma,  officers  of  every  rank  and 
arm,  students  affiliated  to  the  Right  organisations, 
and  a  large  number  of  women.  At  first  the  police 
merely  followed  the  crowd,  preventing  it  from  enter- 
ing the  street  where  the  Austrian  Embassy  is  situated. 
But  when  they  approached  the  Servian  Embassy,  a 
detachment  of  mounted  police  dispersed  them  with 
whips.  Several  people  were  injured,  among  them 
being  an  officer. 

The  Nationalists  and  the  Right  are  incensed, 
although  the  police  treated  these  demonstrators  very 
mildly  as  compared  to  their  ordinary  way  in  the  case 
of  demonstrations  on  the  part  of  workmen  or  Liberal 
intellectuals.  It  is  not  impossible,  however,  that  the 
cry  raised  by  the  Right  and  the  Nationalists  only 
serves  as  a  means  for  masking  their  campaign 
against  M.  Kokovtsoff  and  M.  Sazonoff,  the  first  of 
whom  they  hate  as  being  too  much  of  a  "  Constitu- 
tionalist,'' and  the  other  for  his  pacific  policy.  In 
their  interpellation  on  the  subject  the  Ri^ht  and  the 
Nationalists  lay  stress  on  the  fact  that  the  persons 
injured  were  manifesting  patriotic  sentiments.  Thus 
it  is  clear  that  they  are  not  concerned  with  the 
infringement  of  citizen  rights,  but  merely  claim 
indulgence  for  those  who  wish  to  drag  Russia  into  a 
European  war. 

M.  MaklakofF  in  Disfavour. 

According  to  the  (iolos  Moskvy,  great  indignation  is 
felt  in  high  quarters  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  the 
police  at  the  Slavonic  demonstrations.  This,  it  is 
said,  has  still  further  increased  the  general  irritation 
against  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Maklakoff, 
who  had  previously  displayed  the  narrowness  of  his 
views  in  his  interview  with  the  correspondent  of  Lc 
Temps,  and  his  dismissal  is  believed  to  be  imminent. 

Replying  to  an  interpellation  on  the  subject  raided 
in  the  Duma  by  M.  Savenko  (Nationalist),  M. 
Maklakoff  promised  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  police  on  the  occasion  of  the  Slav 
demonstrations.  , 

M.  Roditcheff  (Cadet)  expressed  his  distrust  of  the 
Ministerial  promises  of  inquiry  in  view  of  the  futility 
of  the  Lena  inquiry.  It  was  necessary,  he  said,  to 
reform  the  education  both  of  the  police  and  of  the 
Government  itself. 
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RELIGIOUS  INTOLERANCE. 

Baptist    Community    Protests  Against 
Restrictions. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  and. 

During  the  past  few  days  the  question  of  liberty  of 
conscience  has  been  brought  to  the  fore.  In  the 
field  of  religious  thought  signs  of  popular  activity 
have  been  visible  for  many  years,  leading  to  the 
birth  of  numerous  sects  deviating  more  or  less  from 
the  doctrines  of  the  dominant  Church.  All  these 
sects  are  subjected  to  ruthless  persecution.  It  had 
been  generally  expected,  however,  that  of  all  the 
promises  made  by  the  bureaucracy  the  Ukase  on  the 
Liberty  of  Conscience  was  most  likely  to  be  observed. 
But  the  public  again  found  itself  deceived. 

On  March  28th  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  received 
a  deputation  of  Baptists,  who  petitioned  for  permis- 
sion to  convene  a  Baptist  Conference,  and  at  the 
same  time  called  his  attention  to  the  ever-increasing 
restrictions  in  matters  of  faith,  illustrated  in  the 
closing  of  their  houses  of  prayer,  interference  with 
their  preachers  and  services,  and  so  forth.  M. 
Maklakoff  stated  in  reply  that  he  was  not  opposed 
to  liberty  of  conscience,  since  it  was  the  will  of  the 
Emperor  to  give  every  subject  the  right  to  pray  in 
his  own  way.  M.  Maklakoff  appeared  to  have  for- 
gotten, however,  that  he  is  a  great  advocate  of 
decentralisation,  and  that  it  is  precisely  the  pro- 
vincial authorities  who  find  in  the  persecution  of 
sectarians  a  source  of  profit  and  a  path  to  pro- 
motion. 

A  Closed  House  of  Prayer.  "SUSS* 

Among  the  countless  cases  of  persecution  the 
following  incident,  which  has  not  been  previously 
made  public,  is  now  related. 

In  the  village  of  Pyeski,  in  the  government  of 
Voronej,  there  is  a  Baptist  congregation  legalised 
in  1908  in  virtue  of  the  Ukase  of  October  30th,  1906. 
It  was  able  to  hold  its  meetings  freely,  in  the  house 
of  a  peasant  that  had  been  built  expressly  for  that 
purpose,  until  September  last,  when  the  Commissary 
of  Police  objected  to  prayer  meetings  being  held  in 
a  rented  house,  and  accordingly  had  it  closed. 

As  a  complaint  lodged  with  the  District  Captain 
proved  ineffective,  the  congregation  appealed  to  the 
Governor.  From  him,  however,  they  received  no 
reply,  nor  did  a  subsequent  petition  to  the  Ministry 
of  the  Interior  meet  with  more  attention.  At  the 
approach  of  Christmas  the  Baptists  petitioned  the 
Ecclesiastical  Department  for  permission  to  hold 
prayer-meetings  on  the  festival,  and,  moreover,  sent  a 
deputy  to  the  head  of  that  Department,  who  promised 
to  order  the  reopening  of  their  house  of  prayer.  But 
Christmas  passed,  and  the  promised  order  never 
arrived. 

Tercenten  ary  Service  Banned. 

Being  anxious  to  honour  the  recent  Tercentenary 
festival,  the  Baptists  sent  one  of  their  members  with 
a  petition  to  the  District  Captain  for  permission  to 
hold  a  celebration  in  their  house  of  prayer  on 
March  6th.  The  District  Captain  ordered  the 
Commissary  of  Police  to  inspect  the  building  and,  if 
it  were  found  suitable,  to  allow  the  meeting  to  be 
held.  The  written  order  of  the  Land  Captain  was 
brought  to  the  Commissary  in  person  by  the  deputy 
of  the  Baptist  congregation.  The  Commissary, 
however,  insulted  the  bearer  of  the  Land  Captain's 
order,  refused  permission  for  the  meeting,  and 
declined  to  inspect  the  building.  The  congregation 
then  resolved  to  send  a  telegram  to  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior.  This,  however,  did  not  elicit  any  reply, 
and  the  house  of  prayer  still  remains  closed. 


EXPULSION    OF  JEWS. 

Descendants  of  "Nicholas  Soldiers"  and 
their  Rights. 

By  order  of  the  Governor  of  Omsk,  in  Siberia, 
descendants  of  so-called  "  Nicholas  soldiers"  who 
are  not  registered  as  members  of  some  community 
within  the  limits  of  Siberia  are  being  expelled  from 
that  town.  The  term  "  Nicholas  soldiers,"  it  may  be 
explained,  i,  applied  to  those  Jews  who  served  in 
the  Army,  in'o  which  they  were  pressed  when  mere 
boys,  in  the  reign  of  Nicholas  L  On  the  completion 
•f  their  service  they  were  allowed  by  order  of  the 
Emperor  to  settle  with  their  families  in  any  part 
of  the  Empire  without  restriction  or  exception.  This 
privilege  ha,  hitherto  been  invariably  respected,  not 
only  in  their  own  case,  but  in  that  of  their  descen- 
dant,,  and  was  not  even  abrogated  by  the  May  Laws 
of  Count  Ignatieff. 


The  Finnish  Diet  has  passed  a  Bill  permitting 
native,  of  Russia  to  carry  on  trade  in  Finland  with- 
out the  formalities  applying  to  foreigners. 


THE  BUDGET   IN  BEING. 

Enormous   Growth    of  Unproductive 
Expenditure. 

POPULAR   NEEDS  NEGLECTED. 

The  Russian  Budgets  of  the  present  century  have 
been  marked  by  a  very  rapid  growth  of  expenditure. 
From  1,788  million  roubles  in  1901  the  expenditure 
rose  to  2,510  million  roubles  in  1906,  and  103,119 
millions  in  1912.  In  the  Estimates  for  1913  the 
expenditure  is  set  down  at  3,208  million  roubles. 

The  expenditure  has  thus  nearly  doubled  in  twelve 
years,  the  total  increase  amounting  to  one  and  a  half 
milliard  roubles,  or  an  average  of  125  millions  a  vear. 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  full  signilicance  of  the 
gigantic  figure  reached  in  1913  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  the  standard  of  prosperity  among 
the  Russian  population  is  very  low.  Statistics  show 
that  at  the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century  the 
income  of  a  Russian  subject  averaged  from  50  to  60 
roubles,  one-third  of  which  was  appropriated  by  the 
Slate.  If  we  divide  the  3,208  million  roubles  of  the 
State  expenditure  by  the  150  millions  of  the  popula- 
tion, we  find  that  this  year  each  inhabitant  has  to 
pay  the  Treasury  21-4  roubles.  It  may  be  affirmed 
without  the  slightest  exaggeration  that  in  Russia  the 
State  does  not  take  from  the  masses  the  surplus  of 
their  income,  but  a  considerable  part  of  what  ought 
to  have  gone  towards  satisfying  the  most  elementary 
needs  of  life. 

How  the  Money  Goes. 

Let  us  now  see  on  what  the  Russian  Government 
spends  those  3,208  million  roubles.  The  Estimates 
for  1913  regulate  the  expenditure  in  the  following 
manner  : — 

Million 
roubles. 


Maintenance  of  the  Imperial  Household   16-3 

Maintenance  of  the  great  State  Institutions...  n'2 

Maintenance  of  the  Clergy   18-5 

National  Education  and  Art    ISO'6 

Postal,  Telegraph,  and  Telephone  Services...  75-9 

Agriculture   77-5 

Trade  and  Industry    97 

Subsidies  to  Private  Railways   127 

Public  Roads  (exclusive  of  State  Railways) 

and  Ports   69  6 

State  Railways   ±.   707 

Alcohol  Monopoly    206 

Various  State  Enterprises  and  Operations  ...  56-3 

Pensions  to  Officials   125-3 

Army  and  Navy.   844-4 

Payments  on  State  Loans    402-9 

Administration  Expenses   4°9'3 

Unclassified  Expenses    15 

The  Army  and  Navy  thus  absorb  more  than  a 


quarter  of  the  total  Budget.  One-sixth  is  spent  on 
the  higher  and  lower  administrative  and  bureaucratic 
services,  to  the  total  amount  of  580-6  million  roubles. 
If  we  add  to  this  the  payments  on  loans,  which  form 
12-5  per  cent,  of  the  whole  Budget,  and  bear  in  mind 
that  the  loans  were  chiefly  contracted  for  military 
purposes,  it  will  be  found  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
Russian  expenditure  is  employed  in  an  unproductive 
manner,  absorbing  1-75  milliard  roubles,  while  only 
150  million  roubles,  or  4-8  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
Budget,  is  spent  on  "  Education  and  Art,"  and  even 
of  this  latter  sum  less  than  half  is  expended  on 
secular  primary  schools — namely,  67  million  roubles, 
or  40  kopecks  per  head — while  tour-fifths  of  the 
Russian  population  remains  illiterate. 

Waste  and  Want. 

Moreover,  the  bureaucracy  has  a  knack  of  wasting 
even  those  funds  which  are  intended  for  productive 
purposes.  The  Budget  for  1913  thus  provides  77-5 
million  roubles  for  agriculture,  and  that  sum  might 
have  been  of  considerable  importance  for  peasant 
farming.  But  in  its  agrarian  policy  the  Government 
pursues  political  instead  of  economic  aims,  so  that 
these  millions  are  not  spent  in  a  rational  manner  for 
the  improvement  of  agriculture,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  the  villages  into  a  political  buttress  of  the 
existing  regime. 

Many  essential  needs  of  national  life  are  left 
unheeded — such,  for  instance,  as  public  hygiene. 
The  official  statistics  show  that  the  public  health  is 
deteriorating  instead  of  improving  ;  epidemics  are 
becoming  more  frequent  ;  cholera  and  typhus  are 
permanent  visitors,  and  sickness  generally  is  on  the 
increase.  The  Government  does  scarcely  anything 
to  combat  these  threatening  invaders,  and  but  for 
the  work  of  the  local  bodies  the  population  would 
get  no  medical  relief  whatever. 

The  hypertrophy  of  unproductive  expenditure  and 
the  atrophy  of  productive  expenditure  reveal  clearly 
the  parasitic  nature  of  Russia's  administrative  system 
and  the  deep  contradiction  that  exists  between  its 
labours  and  organisation  and  the  real  needs  of 
national  life. 

Gregoire  Alexinsky. 
{To  be  continued.) 


MEDICAL   ACADEMY  OUTRAGE. 

Ex-Minister's  Denunciation  of  the  Govern- 
ment's Action. 

[Fkom  Oi  r  Own  Corkksi-ondknt.] 

St.  Pktkkskuko,  April  2nd. 

As  you  know  already,  the  Medical  Academy  is 
closed;  all  its  sudents  have  been  turned  out,  and  are 
only  to  be  taken  on  again  if  they  undertake  to  submit 
to  the  new  statute  which  transforms  the  Academy 
into  a  Military  School  and  the  students  themselves 
into  soldiers.  This  reform  has  been  sharply  criti- 
cised by  all  classes  of  the  public.  Professors, 
scientists,  political  and  social  workers,  alike  protest 
against  turning  one  of  the  oldest  nurseries  of  medical 
science  into  a  barracks. 

This  sentiment  is  not  confined  to  Liberals,  but  is 
even  shared  by  Conservatives.  Thus  Count  I.  I. 
Tolstoy,  who  was  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  in 
Count  VVitte's  Cabinet,  expresses  himself  as  follows  : 

"  I  cannot  speak  without  deep  emotion  of  the  fate 
of  the  Medical  Academy,  which  during  its  115  years' 
existence  has  given  to  Russia  so  many  glorious  names 
of  brilliant  scientists.  Old  as  I  am,  I  find  it  hard  to 
suppress  my  tears  when  I  turn  over  the  pages  of  the 
morning  papers.  It  is  all  so  strange  and  absurd  that 
it  makes  one's  hair  stand  on  end.  These  young  men 
entered  the  Academy  for  the  purpose  of  study,  and 
not  with  the  object  of  performing  military  service. 
It  is  useless  to  speak  of  the  Academy's  further  fate, 
since  there  is  no  Academy  any  longer.  I  am  selfishly 
glad  not  to  be  Minister  now,  so  that  I  am  spared  this 
cup  of  bitterness.  To  make  mistakes,  to  be  subjected 
to  criticism  and  to  be  reproached  by  the  Press  and 
the  public  is  the  fate  of  every  Minister,  and  I  had 
my  faults  too.  But  then  the  Government  showed 
some  logic,  and  any  severity  found  its  justification  in 
the  excited  atmosphere  of  popular  passions,  whereas 
now  life  has  taken  its  normal  course,  and  the  public 
is  only  eager  for  quiet  and  peaceful  work." 

The  Government  thus  continues  to  estrange  all  the 
cultured  classes  by  its  outrageous  conduct. 


The  constitution  which  has  been  drawn  up  for  the 
new  Army  Medical  Academy  contains  a  provision 
that  admission  is  to  be  refused  to  "  sons  and  grand- 
sons of  persons  born  in  the  Judaic  faith." 


THE   FRANCHISE  LAWS. 


Duma  Declares  in  Favour  of  Revision. 


The  Duma  has  rejected  the  Cadets'  Universal 
Suffrage  Bill,  but  has  endorsed  the  declaration,  pro- 
posed by  the  Peasant  group,  affirming  the  desirability 
of  revising  the  Electoral  Law  of  June  16th,  1907,  and 
of  securing  the  free  exercise  of  the  franchise  against 
official  pressure. 

The  Duma  has  admitted  interpellations  on  the 
illegalities  committed  by  the  authorities  of  Kaluga 
in  connection  with  the  General  Election  and  on  the 
delay  in  introducing  Zemstvc  institutions  into  Siberia. 


DUMAS    BUDGET  CONTROL. 


By  an  overwhelming  majority  the  Budget  Com- 
mittee has  rejected  the  motion  of  the  Right  to  the 
effect  that  the  Duma  should  only  discuss  the  various 
items  of  the  Budget  singly,  without  considering  it  as 
a  whole. 

This  manoeuvre,  which  was  intended  to  deprive 
the  Duma  of  the  power  to  exercise  an  effective 
control  over  the  Budget,  found  no  support  in  the 
Committee,  Deputies  Zamyslovsky,  Markoff,  and 
Levasheff  being  the  only  members  to  vote  for  the 
proposal.   


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


It  is  reported  from  Kiev  that  the  case  of  M. 
Mischuk  is  to  be  tried  at  Kiev  by  the  circuit  session 
of  the  High  Court  of  Kharkov  on  May  13th,  and  that 
the  trial  of  Beilis  is  expected  to  take,  place  towards 
the  end  of  the  same  month. 

It  is  further  reported  that  the  Examining  Magis- 
trate's inquiry  into  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky  has 
been  completed. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Kovoc  Vremya  declares 
that  the  trial  of  Beilis  will  not  take  place  before 
the  autumn. 

At  the  Russian  Art-Lovers'  Club  in  Warsaw  M. 
Martyanoff,  District  Court  Judge,  recently  read  a 
lengthy  paper  on  the  ".ubject  of  alleged  "  ritual 
murders.'1  To  a  crowded  audience,  which  was 
largely  composed  of  civil  and  military  officials,  he 
described  the  various  "  ritual  "  charges  that  had  been 
made  at  different  times — and  not  exclusively  against 
Jews.  On  the  strength  of  the  historical  examples  he 
quoted  the  lecturer  demonstrated  the  baselessne;s  of 
the  blood  legend. 
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NOTES. 


The  Foreign  Minister's  Party. 

M.  Sazonoff's  little  party  of  a  few  days  ago, 
at  which  he  was  going  to  have  a  private  chat 
with  members  of  the  Duma  on  the  Govern- 
ment's foreign  policy,  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  quite  the  success  that  the  Foreign  Minister 
anticipated.  When  the  invitations  were  sent 
out  to  the  representatives  of  the  different  groups 
the  Extreme  Left  were  ignored,  but  the  Cadets 
were  included.  Now  it  is  part  of  the  policy  of 
the  Right  and  the  Nationalists  to  refuse  to  credit 
the  Cadets  with  possessing  any  spark  of  Russian 
patriotism ;  Professor  Miliukoff  and  his  distin- 
guished colleagues  are  in  their  eyes  potential  if 
not  active  traitors,  whom  it  is  dangerous  to  trust 
with  secrets  of  State,  and  it  is  on  this  ground, 
openly  expressed,  that  they  have  been  excluded 
from  the  Duma's  National  Defence  Committee. 
Accordingly,  on  hearing  that  the  Cadets  had 
been  invited  to  the  Foreign  Minister's  party,  the 
Right  and  the  Nationalists  announced  their 
intention  of  staying  away,  and  the  function 
actually  took  place  without  their  assistance.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  ostensible  reason 
given  by  these  outraged  patriots  for  their  action 
was,  not  that  the  Cadets  were  a  band  of  traitors, 
but  that  their  articles  of  association  as  a  political 
party  had  not  been  officially  sanctioned.  If  as 
a  result  of  this  little  outburst  M.  Sazonoff  should 
persuade  his  colleagues  to  legalise  the  Cadet 
organisation,  there  would  be  little  cause  to 
regret  it. 

St.  Petersburg  Demonstrates. 

That,  however,  is  not  the  only  quarrel  the 
Reactionaries  have  with  the  Administration. 
They  are  deeply  incensed  at  the  arbitrary 
methods  of  the  police,  which,  strangely  enough, 
have  only  just  been  brought  to  their  notice. 
The  trouble  arose  at  the  Slavonic  demonstrations 
■which  took  place  in  St.  Petersburg  last  week, 
and  which  the  authorities  took  energetic 
measures  to  suppress.  The  Reactionaries,  under 
whose  auspices  the  manifestations  took  place, 
were  indignant  at  being  interfered  with  in  the 
exercise  of  their  patriotic  lungs,  and  accused  the 
police  of  exceeding  the  limits  of  their  duty  in 
dispersing  the  crowds.  The  matter  was  men- 
tioned in  the  Duma,  and  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  was  frightened  into  promising  an 
official  inquiry.  In  this  encounter  with  the 
Government  the  Right  appear  to  have  achieved 
a  greater  measure  of  success,  for  when  the 
Slavonic  street  demonstrations  were  renewed  on 
Sunday  they  were  allowed  full  licence.  The 
Daihj  Tebrjrapli  correspondent,  who  has  had 
"a  long  and  exceptional  experience  of  the  Russian 
I  police,"  says  that  he  has  "never  seen  the 
Russian  policeman  so  gentle  and  affectionately 
tender  with  street  demonstrators  before."  AVe 
cannot  help  wondering  whether,  on  the  next 
occasion  when  the  Liberal  elements  of  the  popu- 


lation feel  called  upon  to  protest  in  public 
against  an  official  massacre  or  similar  outrage, 
the  St.  Petersburg  police  will  be  equally  "gentle 
and  affectionately  tender,"  and  whether  the 
Right  will  be  moved  to  raise  an  outcry  if  they 
are  not. 

Out  for  Blood. 

With  regard  to  the  demonstrations  themselves, 
it  is  clear  that  there  is  a  frenzied  attempt  afoot 
to  develop  a  war  fever  in  Russia,  and  that  the 
chief  conspirators  are  the  Reactionaries.  Cer- 
tainly the  proceedings  in  the  Duma  in  connec- 
tion with  the  charges  of  police  interference  show 
whence  the  driving-power  of  the  agitation  is 
derived.  The  Right,  whose  influence  in  domestic 
politics  has  lately  declined  to  a  very  appreciable 
extent,  appear  to  think  that  the  chances  of  war 
may  improve  their  position,  counting  upon  its 
success  to  consolidate  the  internal  forces  of  Reac- 
tion. The  Cadets,  on  the  other  hand,  who  are 
patriots  but  not  Chauvinists,  are  inclined  to 
favour  the  Government's  official  policy,  and 
hence  arises  the  strange  position  that  the  party 
which  is  denounced  as  a  hotbed  of  treason  is 
actually  the  chief  support,  as  far  as  concerns 
foreign  politics,  of  a  Government  to  which  it  is 
opposed  on  almost  every  other  ground.  Of 
course,  when  we  refer  to  the  ( iovernment's  foreign 
policy,  we  mean  that  policy  which  is  indicated  in 
official  statements  and  formulae  ;  to  what  extent 
this  is  a  mask,  and  how  far  the  agitation  of  the 
unofficial  Reactionaries  really  coincides  with  the 
desires  of  the  Cabinet,  the  near  future  may 
prove.  With  the  problem  of  Scutari  growing  a 
more  desperate  puzzle  every  day,  all  eyes  are 
turned  on  St.  Petersburg,  and  in  nearly  all  there 
is  a  look  of  deep  anxiety.  The  peace  of  Europe 
hangs  in  the  balance — and  the  Right  are  out  for 
blood. 

Budget  Realities. 

Our  Budget  article  this  week  analyses  the 
expenditure  side  of  the  State  accounts.  The 
Minister  of  Finance  counts  this  year  on  spend- 
ing 3,208  million  roubles,  or  over  .',20  millions 
sterling.  Twelve  years  ago  the  total  expenditure 
was  only  1,788  million  roubles,  so  that  in  that 
period  the  cost  of  administration  has  been  nearhy 
doubled.  Our  contributor,  M.  Alexinsky,  com- 
pares this  prodigality  with  the  total  income  of 
the  Russian  people,  and  proves  that  the  State 
"  does  not  take  from  the  masses  the  surplus  of 
their  income,  but  a  considerable  part  of  what 
ought  to  have  gone  t©wards  satisfying  the  most 
elementary  needs,  of  life."  When  we  examine 
the  details  of  the  expenditure,  we  find  that  well 
over  a  quarter  of  the  8,208  million  roubles  goes 
to  the  Army  and  Navj',  and  that  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  total  expenditure  is  devoted 
to  unproductive  purposes.  One  of  the  most 
noteworthy  items  in  the  accounts  is  the  402 
millions  that  come  under  the  heading  "  Payments 
on  State  Loans  " ;  that  Russia  should  have  to 
assign  an  eighth  part  of  her  yearly  Budget  to 
(he  payment  of  interest  on  her  huge  obligations, 
which  were  contracted  chiefly  for  military  pur- 
poses, is  a  measure  of  the  financial  stability  of 
the  country.  For  the  rest,  M.  Alexinsky  draws 
attention  to  the  fact  that,  while  these  vast  sums 
are  being  lavished  unproductively,  many  of  the 
most  essential  needs  of  the  nation — such  as  public 
hygiene — are  left  neglected,  and  that  even  the 
funds  that  are  intended  for  productive  put  poses 
are  often  misused  and  wasted.  Next  week  the 
revenue  side  of  the  account  will  be  examined, 
and  the  whole  financial  situation  of  Russia  will 
then  be  presented  in  a  manner  for  which  the 
somewhat  fulsome  articles  that  have  appeared  in 
the  daily  Press  will  certainly  not  have  prepared 
the  British  public. 

Russia  and  Portugal. 

Since  our  leading-  article  was  written,  a  Ions' 
letter  from  Adeline   Duchess  of    Bedford  has 


appeared  in  the  Timet;  dealing  with  the  terrible 
treatment  to  which  political  prisoners  in  Portugal 
are  subjected,  and  calling  upon  England  to 
express  her  detestation  of  this  outrage  upon 
humanity  and  civilisation;  and  this  was  followed 
on  Monday  by  a  leading  article  in  the  same 
journal  in  which  expression  was  given  to  the 
"  feelings  of  sympathy  and  indignation  "  aroused 
in  the  minds  of  Englishmen  by  the  facts  as  dis- 
closed in  the  letter.  The  conditions  said  to 
prevail  in  the  Portuguese  prisons  are  so  remark- 
ably similar  to  those  which  we  know  to  prevail 
in  Russia,  and  which  will  be  found  described  in 
our  leading  article,  that  we  cannot  forbear  to 
quote  some  of  the  observations  made  in  the 
Times.  Hundreds  of  persons  suspected  of 
Royalist  sympathies,  we  read,  have  been  arrested 
on  the  most  frivolous  charges,  and  "  thrown 
without  regard  to  age,  rank,  or  condition  into  the 
common  prisons,  there  to  remain  for  weeks, 
months,  or  it  may  be  years,  herded  together 
with  the  vilest  criminals,  until  it  should 
please  the  authorities  to  try  them."  And  the 
Times  adds : — 

"  With  the  domestic  ills  that  afflict  Portugal, 
and  they  are  many,  we  are  not  concerned  to 
meddle.  But  the  case  of  the  political  prisoners 
stands  upon  a  footing  of  its  own.  Their  condi- 
tion makes  a  strong  appeal  to  our  sympathies  ; 
and  as  Englishmen  we  cannot  be  indifferent  to 
a  sore  which  is  sapping  the  vitality  and  tarnish- 
ing the  reputation  of  our  ancient  ally." 

The  case  of  Portugal,  as  thus  described,  is  so 
obviously  on  all  fours  with  that  of  Russia  that 
we  are  fain  to  believe  the  resemblance  must  have 
entered  the  mind  of  the  writer  of  the  article. 
And  for  this  reason  we  look  forward  to  reading 
in  the  Times  an  equally  noble  protest  on  behalf 
of  the  thousands  of  cultured  men  and  women  who 
as  political  prisoners  are  enduring  all  the  horrors 
of  a  Russian  gaol. 

The  New  Medical  Academy. 

The  closure  of  the  Medical  Academy — the  only 
medical  school  in  St.  Petersburg — and  its  im- 
pending transformation  into  a  purely  military 
institution  have'  aroused  intense  indignation 
throughout  all  classes  of  Russian  society,  Con- 
servative as  well  as  Liberal.  How  deep  is  the 
general  feeling  in  connection  with  this  latest 
Government  outrage  may  be  gathered  from  the 
observations  of  an  ex-Minister  of  Education, 
Count  I.  Tolstoy,  which  we  quote  elsewhere.  But 
the  Government  has  no  ear  for  such  expressions 
of  condemnation,  and  the  process  of  transforma- 
tion is  now  being  carried  out.  We  note  that  in 
the  constitution  of  the  new  Army  Medical 
Academy  there  is  a  clause  forbidding  admission 
to  "  sons  and  grandsons  of  persons  born  in  the 
Judaic  faith."  If  this  rule  is  strictly  followed, 
some  very  curious  anomalies  will  result.  For 
instance,  the  man  who  is  said  to  "  pull  the 
strings  "  of  the  Government's  policy  and  is  the 
virtual  editor  of  its  official  organ  the  JRossia, 
Councillor  of  State  Gurland,  will  be  deprived  of 
the  right  to  send  his  son  to  the  Academy,  and 
this  disqualification  will  also  be  extended  to  the 
next  generation  of  Gurlands.  There  is  also  a 
certain  Privy  Councillor  and  Senator  of  Jewish 
birth  whose  position  entitles  him  to  place  his 
sons  in  the  most  exclusive  and  privileged  insti- 
tutions, but  who  will  now  be  subjected  to  the 
same  indignity  as  M.  Gurland.  More  curious 
still  will  be  the  position  of  another  high  and 
honoured  functionary  who  enjoys  the  standing 
of  Court  Physician,  and  who  will  not  be  allowed 
to  send  his  son  to  the  very  institution  in  which  he 
himself  delivers  professorial  lectures.  A  mad 
world,  my  masters  ! 


The  Duma  will  adjourn  for  the  Easter  holidays  on 
April  16th. 

The  District  Commissions  for  arranging  the  detach- 
ment of  the  government  of  Holm  have  completed 
their  work  of  delimitation,  and  their  reports  have 
been  discussed  at  a  meeting  of  the  District  Captains 
and  Commissioners  of  the  districts  to  be  detached. 
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A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 

The   Triple   Entente   and  the  Condition 
of  Poland. 

[From  Our  Polish  Correspondent.! 
During  the  past  few  weeks  the  semi-official  organs 
of  the  foreign  Press  have  been  sharing  the  general 
interest  displayed  in  the  Polish  question.  The  Paris 
Temps  has  published  a  series  of  articles  in  which  the 
necessity  of  yielding  to  the  national  demands  of  the 
Poles  is  suggested  to  Russia.  This  step,  it  is  urged, 
is  a  matter  of  expediency,  dictated  by  the  European 
political  situation,  and  especially  by  the  requirements 
of  Russo- French  policy.  The  Temps  entertains  the 
hope  that,  profiting  by  the  warning  example  of  the 
Balkan  crisis,  Russia  will  apply  to  Poland  the  policy 
which  she  recognises  as  her  guiding  principle  with 
regard  to  the  Southern  Slavs.  The  Triple  Entente 
cannot  leave  out  of  account  the  signal  fact  that  a 
nation  of  twenty  million  souls,  constituting  a  natural 
boundary  between  Russians  and  Germans,  should  be 
continually  disturbed  by  the  poisonous  germ  of  dis- 
affection. 

Simultaneously  with  these  declarations  in  the 
Temps  the  well-known  Bohemian  leader,  Dr. 
Kramarz,  has  set  forth  his  views  in  the  Narodni  Listy, 
in  which  he  writes  :  "  Those  Russian  parties  which 
are  so  energetically  defending  the  rights  of  the  Slavs 
in  the  Balkans  should  unite  their  efforts  in  order  to 
settle  the  Polish  question  in  a  satisfactory  manner 
and  at  the  earliest  moment.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  Poles  as  well  as  the  Bohemians  stand  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  Slavs." 

Tightening  the  Grip. 

But  what  was  Russia  doing  while  these  views  were 
circulating  throughout  Europe  ?  Having  during  the 
last  few  weeks  concentrated  all  her  affection  and 
generosity  on  Servia,  Montenegro,  and  Bulgaria,  she 
has  been  tightening  her  deadly  grip  on  Poland, 
which  not  only  strangles  the  political  aspirations  of 
the  Poles,  but  also  destroys  the  last  remnants  of 
their  culture.  At  present  the  Government's  preda- 
tory attacks  are  directed  against  the  elementary 
rights  of  the  native  language,  schools,  and  public 
institutions.  After  the  dissolution  of  the  "  Macierz 
Polska,"  an  institution  which  occupied  itself  with  the 
establishment  of  elementary  schools,  came  the  turn 
of  the  "  Kultura  Polska,"  another  educational  orga- 
nisation, whose  closing  puts  an  end  to  all  reading- 
clubs,  lecture  courses,  and  so  forth,  and  strikes  a 
paralysing  blow  at  the  cultural  development  of  the 
country.  The  systematic  persecution  of  the  private 
schools,  which  has  lately  become  the  favourite 
sport  of  the  authorities,  has  even  compelled  the 
Polish  "  Kolo,"  for  all  its  well-known  loyalty,  to  intro- 
duce an  interpellation  in  the  Duma  drawing  atten- 
tion to  the  various  illegalities  committed  by  the 
Minister  of  Education.  From  M.  Kasso's  long 
register  of  sins  they  have  extracted  the  following  : 
The  dismissal  of  all  Polish  teachers  who  have  hitherto 
lectured  on  history  and  geography  ;  the  surrender  of 
private  schools  to  the  control  of  the  police,  who  are 
authorised  to  see  that  all  orders  issued  by  the  Schools 
District  officials  are  minutely  observed  ;  the  issue  of 
a  circular,  manufactured  to  order,  by  which  private 
schools  are  obliged  to  follow  the  same  system  of 
instruction  as  prevails  in  the  public  gymnasiums  ; 
the  order  by  which  school  registers,  reports,  and 
similar  documents  are  required  to  be  drawn  up  in 
Russian  ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  deprivation  of 
Polish  lady  teachers  of  the  right  to  be  put  on  the 
retiring  list. 

If  to  these  abuses  are  added  the  frequent  raids 
carried  out  by  inspectors  and  the  torture  to  which 
private  pupils  are  subjected  during  the  examinations, 
it  has  to  be  admitted  that  the  position  of  the  private 
schools  in  Poland  is  nothing  short  of  desperate, 
while  in  Lithuania,  Podolia,  and  the  Ukraine  sen- 
tences are  being  showered  on  parents  for  the  crime 
of  teaching  their  children  to  read  Polish.  And  the 
Government  displays  not  the  slightest  inclination  to 
introduce  changes  or  to  make  concessions  that 
accord  with  the  principles  of  humanity  or  with 
modern  ideas. 

An  Okhrana  Crime. 

Some  time  ago  I  referred  to  the  demoralisation  of 
schoolboys  who  were  caught  in  the  snare  of  Russian 
agents-provocateurs;  and  only  the  other  day  two 
pupils  of  the  commercial  school  in  Cracow  were 
imprisoned  for  having  acted  as  Okhrana  spies.  Most 
of  the  achievements  of  this  institution,  however,  are 
eclipsed  by  an  episode  which  has  lately  been  made 
public.  It  took  place  in  the  village  of  Svidniki, 
in  the  government  of  Holm,  where  since  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  province  to  Russia  brigandage,  carried  on 
at  the  expense  of  the  patriotic  Polish  landowners, 
has  flourished  amazingly.  On  March  16th  two 
brigands  forcibly  entered  the  residence  of  a  land- 
owner named  Veglinsky,  whom  they  murdered  and 
mutilated  in  the  most  abominable  fashion  before  the 
eyes  of  his  wife  and  daughter.  At  first  it  was  sup- 
posed in  the  neighbourhood  that  the  crime  was 
simply  an  act  of  vengeance, at  M.  Veglinsky  was  well 


known  for  his  energetic  efforts  to  put  down  brigand- 
age. Further  investigation,  however,  revealed  the 
political  character  of  the  outrage.  M.  Veglinsky  had 
discovered  that  the  local  authorities  had  not  only 
tolerated  but  even  supported  the  brigands,  whose 
chief  turns  out  to  be  an  a»cnt-provocaleur  in  the 
employ  of  the  Okhrana.  The  policy  •>(  the  local 
authorities  was  to  force  the  Polish  landowners, 
through  the  medium  of  the  brigand  terror,  to  get  rid 
cf  their  estates,  which  would  then  become  the  pro- 
perty of  "  Real  Russians,"  the  object  being,  of  course, 
to  quicken  the  process  of  russification.  Having  learnt 
that  M.  Veglinsky  had  discovered  their  game  and  was 
about  to  give  information  to  M.  Skallon,  the  Governor- 
General  of  Warsaw,  they  ordered  the  brigand  chief 
to  do  away  with  him. 

The  family  of  the  murdered  landowner  fled  to 
Galicia,  whence  they  informed  M.  Skallon  of  the 
ghastly  tragedy.  An  official  investigation  was  at 
once  instituted  under  the  direction  of  high  officials 
summoned  from  St.  Petersburg. 

The  Tercentenary  in  Poland. 

One  may  readily  imagine  the  feelings  of  the 
intelligent  class  of  Poles  when  faced  with  such  acts 
of  corruption  and  crime  on  the  part  of  the  all- 
powerful  tchinovniks.  Fettered  as  they  are,  and 
unable  to  revenge  themselves  on  their  oppressors,  it 
can  excite  no  surprise  if  occasionally  they  unburden 
themselves  in  spontaneous  demonstrations  of  pro- 
test. During  the  Tercentenary  celebrations  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland  was  wrapped  in  a  mournful 
silence,  and  in  some  districts,  such  as  the  town  of 
Piotrkov,  the  inhabitants  were  moved  to  indulge  in 
hostile  manifestations.  When  the  priest  announced 
the  jubilee  from  the  chancel  the  public  who  were 
gathered  in  the  church  began  to  sing  the  Polish 
patriotic  song,  Bore  cos  Pohke.  The  police  who  sur- 
rounded the  church,  and  who  had  evidently  expected 
some  such  demonstration,  entered  the  building  and 
arrested  thirty-six  persons,  while  domiciliary  visits 
that  were  paid  to  the  houses  of  their  relatives  resulted 
in  another  batch  of  "insurgents"  being  taken  into 
custody.  Similar  occurrences  took  place  in  Holm, 
where  the  announcements  of  the  national  festival 
were  answered  with  Polish  patriotic  songs. 

The  revolutionary  movement,  however,  which  aims 
at  a  drastic  transformation  of  Polish  conditions,  has 
been  transferred  to  Galicia,  where  full  advantage  is 
taken  of  the  liberty  of  the  Press  and  of  associati  >ns. 


SUPPRESSING    THE  PRESS. 

The  Reteh  has  been  finev  500  roubles  for  publishing 
an  article  by  M.  Vladimir  Nabokoff  entitled  "  The 
Finale,"  in  which  the  author  criticised  the  closing  of 
the  Medical  Academy. 

For  commenting  on  the  same  subject  the  Den  has 
also  been  fined  500  roubles. 

By  a  compuFory  order  issued  by  the  Governor  of 
Vologda,  the  editor  of  the  local  Syevernoye  Echo  has 
been  imprisoned  for  three  months  for  publishing  an 
article  comparing  the  effect  of  the  recent  Tercen- 
tenary Ukase  with  the  Amnesty  clauses  of  previous 
Imperial  Manifestoes. 

The  supplement  to  theMtoy  Swiat,  of  Warsaw,  has 
been  confiscated  because  it  contained  a  novel  by  M. 
Jezierski  dealing  with  the  Poniatowski  period.  It 
"will  be  remembered  that  Stanislas  Poniatowski  was 
the  last  King  of  Poland,  and  reigned  in  the  second 
half  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

In  compliance  with  the  demand  of  the  Press 
Department  Inspector,  the  Governor  of  Wilna  has 
ordered  the  local  editors  to  present  to  the  Censor- 
ship each  issue  of  their  publications  as  soon  as  it 
goes  to  press,  and  not  after  the  issue  has  already  been 
printed,  since  confiscations  are  thereby  rendered 
more  difficult. 

Recent  issues  of  the  Yushny  Kray  and  Utro,  of 
Kharkov,  have  been  confiscated  for  reporting  an 
incident  that  occurred  between  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Army  and  a  military  surgeon. 

The  lady  editor  of  the  Lettish  paper  Dzives  Bah,  of 
Riga,  has  been  imprisoned  on  account  of  her  failure 
to  pay  a  tine  of  300  roubles. 

The  Kama,  of  Sarapul,  in  the  government  of 
Vyatka,  has  been  fined  500  roubles  for  an  article 
entitled  "Three  Hundred  Years  of  the  Russian 
People's  Life." 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  as  to  the  number  of  local  newspapers,  their  ten- 
dencies, and  the  number  of  fines  indicted  upon  them, 
the  Governor  of  Kiev  slated  that  during  1912  ten 
of  the  papers  published  in  his  province  had  been 
fined  twenty-eight  times,  to  the  aggregate  amount  of 
8,350  roubles. 

The  Governor  of  Samara  has  ordered  the  editors 
of  the  local  papers  to  submit  to  the  Military  Censor- 
ship reports,  articles,  and  even  agency  telegrams 
bearing  on  Russian  military  affairs. 

Bishop  Alexis  of  Saratov,  tne  successor  to  the 
exiled  Bishop  Hermogen,  states  that  religion  is 
declining,  while  sectarianism  is  spreading  at  the 
expense  of  the  Orthodox  Church,  whose  members 
are  attracted  by  the  pure  and  sober  life  of  the 
1  sectarians. 


THE    "  KHOULIGANS." 

Government    Denounced   as    the  Source 
of  Lawlessness. 

In  the  Duma  last  week  M.  Byelayeff  ( Progrev-j -t , 
asked  leave  to  introduce  an  interpellation  on  the 
"  khouligan  "  question,  relating  to  the  extension  of 
the  privilege  of  issuing  "  compulsory  orders  '  granted 
to  the  local  authorities  with  a  view  to  putting  down 
rowdyism  and  lawlessness.  The  interpellation  was 
accepted  by  183  votes  to  99,  and  will  shortly  come 
up  for  discussion. 

In  seconding  the  motion  for  leave  to  introduce, 
Prince  V.  L.  Golovani  said  that  the  spread  of 
hooliganism  originated  with  the  disrespect  for  the 
law  displayed  by  the  authorities. 

M.  Tchkheidze,  the  deputy  for  Tiflis,  delivered  a 
striking  speech  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

"  Who  is  it,"  he  asked,  "that  is  arming  against 
those  who  commit  acts  disagreeable  to  their  neigh- 
bours ?  That  very  Government  of  which  everybody 
has  grown  sick  and  tired.  Who  is  it  that  protests 
against  insult  and  interference  with  other  people  r 
That  very  Government  which  bestows  on  the  Russian 
people  the  charter  of  their  two  sole  liberties  :  '  Seize 
them,  and  don't  let  them  go  ! ' 

"  Who  is  it  that  is  taking  measures  against  hustling 
the  public  ?  That  very  Administration  which  hustled 
the  first  two  Dumas  out  of  its  path,  and  is  d.ing  the 
same  with  every  educational  body.  Who  is  it  that 
forbids  one  to  go  about  drunk  r  That  very  Govern- 
ment which  founds  the  financial  prosperity  of  the 
country  on  an  alcohol  Budget  and  on  the  degenera* 
tion  of  the  people.  The  part  of  the  protagonists  in 
the  fight  against  hooliganism  is  taken  by  that  same 
clergy  which  has  sold  itself  to  the  Chief  Procurator 
of  the  Synod,  and  by  Judges  who,  instead  of  being 
priests  of  Themis,  have  become  past  masters  in  the 
art  of  forgery." 

M.  Tchkheidze,  after  being  called  to  order  for  the 
last  observation,  proceeded  : — ■ 

"  It  is  the  bureaucracy  that  is  arming  itself  against 
those  who  make  free  with  other  people  s  property — 
the  same  bureaucracy  which  produces  from 
its  ranks  contingents  of  Treasury  thieves  holding 
the  rank  of  Actual  Councillors  of  State  and  Privy 
Councillors. 

"  The  whole  matter  is  reduced  to  the  question 
whether  the  campaign  can  be  served  best  by  a  cen- 
tralised or  decentralised  authority,  and  this  question 
has  already  been  solved  after  the  manner  of  the  Land 
Captain  of  Bakhmut.  That  administrator,  who  is  a 
decentraliser  to  the  very  marrow  of  his  bones,  has, 
with  a  view  to  combating  hooliganism,  covered  the 
whole  Donetz  region  with  a  network  of  houses  of 
ill-fame.  It  is  even  said  that  this  worthy  official  has 
been  promoted  to  an  important  post  connected  with 
the  Education  Department. 

"  At  the  end  of  the  pacification  epoch  we  find  our- 
selves in  such  a  position  that  M.  Basil  Maklakoff  [one 
of  the  Cadet  leaders]  may  be  put  in  prison  without 
any  trial,  and  perhaps  flogged,  with  the  consent  of 
M.  Nicholas  Maklakoff  [the  Minister  of  the  Interior]. 

"  The  Government  looks  upon  Russia  as  upon  a 
conquered  country.  This  interpellation  ought  to  be 
admitted  ;  but  it  should  be  so  formulated  as  to  make 
it  clear  that  the  original  source  of  hooliganism  lies 
in  the  Government,  with  whose  disappearance  the 
derivative  species  of  hooliganism  will  vanish  bv 
itself." 


"  ENTENTE  "  AMENITIES. 


In  a  leading  article  the  Reactionary  and  anti- 
Semitic  Zemschina  declares  that  in  her  present  help- 
less position  in  the  Near  East  Russia  is  only  harvesting 
what  she  has  sown  by  her  unnatural  connection  with 
"  Masonic  and  Jewish  France  and  England,"  which 
cannot  but  excite  the  distrust  of  Germany. 

"The  aberration  of  our  diplomacy,"  says  the 
journal,  "  has  now  become  extremely  manifest,  but 
there  is  no  longer  any  retreat,  as  we  have  been 
dragged  too  far  into  the  policy  of  '  joint '  action,  so 
that  we  must  now  suffer  to  the  end.  Had  we,  how- 
ever, established  sincere  relations  with  Germany, 
which  has  sought  a  rapprochement  with  us,  Austria, 
always  beaten,  would  have  never  dared  to  display 
such  insolence,  for  she  would  have  been  ordered  by 
this  very  Germany  not  to  move." 

In  another  article,  entitled  "  Belated  Disillusion," 
the  Zemschina  makes  the  following  reference  to  a 
letter  sent  to  the  Times  by  General  Skugarevsky  in 
disapproval  of  Sir  Edward  Grey's  statement  on 
Balkan  affairs  : — 

"  We  are  ourselves  to  blame,  and  must  bear  the 
humiliation  f"r  the  general  madness,  since  we  failed 
to  understand  during  all  those  six  years  that  by  a 
rapprochement  with  England  we  were  tying  our  own 
hands  in  the  Near  and  Middle  East.  Has  General 
Skugarevsky,  when  presiding  at  Slav  meetings,  ever 
raised  his  voice  against  the  rapptockement  with  that 
most  greedy,  voracious,  and  perfidious  State,  which 
hates  Russia  and  all  the  Slavs  ?" 
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FINANCIAL  METHODS. 


The    series   of   financial  articles    which  M. 
Gregoire  Alexinsky  has  been  contributing  to  our 
columns,  and  the  last  of  which  appears  in  this 
issue,  constitutes  a  valuable  expose  and  criticism 
of  the  methods  by  whicli  Russian  Budgets  are 
prepared  and  adapted  to  the  public  digestion. 
The  process  of  cookery  is  revealed  in  all  its  inge- 
nuity, and  we  stand  face  to  face  with  the  essential 
ingredients  of  a  dish  upon  which  deft  and  none 
too  scrupulous  hands  have  brought  to  bear  all  the 
skill  of  the  transformer's  art.    On  paper,  accord- 
ing to  M.  Kokovtsoff's   easygoing  arithmetic, 
everything  is  couleur  de  rose.  The  generous  increase 
of  expenditure  foreshadowed  in  his  Estimates  for 
1913  is  nearly  balanced  by  a  similarly  generous 
increase  of  revenue,  and  if  there  is  a  trifling 
deficit  of  twenty-nine  million  roubles  there  is  a 
"  free  fund  "  of  450  million  roubles  ready  to  be 
dipped  into  in  such  an  emergency  as  this.  We 
are  getting  just  a  little  tired  of  these  references 
to  the  "free  fund"  millions,  and  of  pointing  out 
the  brazen  character  of  these  golden  professions. 
Over  a  year  ago  we  showed  that  this  so-called 
floating  surplus  was  composed  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  remnants  of  State  loans  which  have 
not  been  devoted  to  their  proper  purpose,  and 
now  AI\  Alexinsky  proves  by  means  of  incontro- 
vertible figures  that,  instead  of  amounting  to 
450  million   roubles  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  year,  it  only  reaches  100  million  roubles. 
That  does  not  leave  room  for  many  29-million 
deficits.     And  of  what  consequence  or  signifi- 
cance is  a  "free   fund"  of  100  million  roubles, 
or  even  of   450  millions,  when  against    it  is 
set  the  enormous  figure  at  which  Russia's  foreign 
indebtedness  now  stands,  and  whicli  at  the  present 
moment  is  well  over  8,000   million    roubles  ? 
Every  year  Russia  has  to  pay  over  four  times  the 
amount  of  her  "surplus"  as  interest  on  her 
borrowings,  and  from  this  fact  may  be  gauged 
the  measure  of  her  financial  stability.    And  now 
another  big  loan  is  in  course  of  negotiation. 

Last  week  we  examined  the  expenditure  side 
of  the  Budget,  and  showed  that,  of  the  3,208 
million  roubles  which  M.  Kokovtsoff  anticipates 
spending  this  year,  well  over  half  is  to  be  devoted 
to  unproductive  purposes.  For  education  and 
art  only  150  million  roubles  is  assigned,  and  of 
this  sum  only  67  millions,  or  less  than  seven 
millions  sterling,  goes  to  the  secular  primary 
schools ;  this,  too,  in  a  population  of  150 
millions  !  The  other  great  outstanding  need  of 
the  Russian  people — agricultural  development — 
is  only  satisfied  to  the  extent  of  77  million 
roubles,  and  much  of  this  is  wasted  owing  to  the 
political  aims  to  which  the  Government  subordi- 
nates its  agricultural  policy.  When  it  is  remem- 
bered that  the  success  or  failure  of  the  harvest 
can  make  or  break  Russia's  financial  position  the 
suicidal  nature  of  such  methods  becomes  fully 
apparent.  As  for  public  health,  which  in 
Russia  more  than  in  any  other  European 
country  calls  for  State  attention,  not  a  single 
rouble  is  allocated  under  this  head  ;  and  so  the 
terrible  epidemics  which,  largely  as  the  result  of 
defective  hygienic  conditions,  sap  the  vitality  of 
the  Russian  people  are  to  be  allowed  to  continue 
on  their  fatal  course  unchecked,  and  every  year 
both  the  physical  and  the  moral  standards  of  the 
population  are  to  be  given  a  fresh  certificate  of 


degeneracy.  That  is  how  the  Government  fulfils 
its  trust,  adhering  to  an  outworn  policy  which  is 
at  the  same  time  an  ins  dt  to  civilisation  and  the 
height  of  bad  finance.  Turning  to  the  Revenue 
Estimates,  we  find  that  the  outstanding  feature 
of  this  side  of  the  Budget  is  provided  by  the 
alcohol  monopoly.  Over  a  quarter  of  the  total 
revenue  of  -i,  179  million  roubles  comes  from  this 
source,  the  net  proceeds  of  which  have  increased 
during  the  past  ten  years  by  over  60  per  cent. 
Tims  Russia  continues  to  an  ever-growing  extent 
to  support  herself  on  the  drunkenness  of  the 
masses — an  evil  which  is  becoming  more  and 
more  intensified,  and  which  the  Government 
makes  no  endeavour  to  palliate.  How  can  it  be 
otherwise  when  the  bureaucracy  not  only  finds 
its  chief  source  of  income  in  the  sale  of  spirits, 
but  by  keeping  the  masses  in  a  besotted  state  is 
able  to  preserve  its  own  despotic  power  ?  On 
both  sides  of  the  Budget  accounts,  then,  the 
Government  stands  condemned.  It  obtains  its 
funds  by  fostering  alcoholism,  and  at  the  same 
time  lays  an  intolerable  burden  of  taxation  on  the 
people ;  and  it  spends  the  proceeds  unproduc- 
tively,  wasting  money  that  might  have  gone 
towards  securing  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
and  establishing  it  upon  a  firm  foundation. 

The  new  loan  to  whii  h  we  have  referred  is  to 
be  issued,  as  we   hai  8  already  informed  our 
readers,  under  the  ••••>!    .  >  ^tn*e  Railway  bonds. 
There  are  very  good  financial  reasons  which 
should  deter  investors  from  putting  their  moneyT 
into  such  a  concern.    The  Russian  State  Rail- 
ways  are  already  overburdened  with  debt — a 
fact  which  M.  Kokovtsoff  has  carefully  endea- 
voured to    conceal  in  his    Budget  statement 
According  to  the  Minister  of  Finance,  in  1912 
they   made  a  profit   of    137    million  roubles, 
whereas  as  recently  as  1908  they  were  incurring 
a  loss  of  70  millions.    But  he  has  omitted  to 
mention  the  fact  that  the  State  Railways  are  in 
debt  to  the  extent  of  over  3,000  million  roubles, 
and  has  neglected  to  include  in  the  Railway 
accounts  the  trifling  sum  of  150  million  roubles 
that  is  due  as  interest  on  this  obligation.  When 
this  is  taken  into  consideration  a  little  elementary 
arithmetic  reveals  the  fact  that  instead  of  being 
worked  at  a  profit  the  State  Railways  still  incur 
a  distinct  loss.    But  it  is  not  only  on  financial 
grounds  that  we  are  unable  to  commend  the  pro- 
jected flotation  to  the  notice  of  the  public.  As 
we  have  intimated,  its  proceeds  will  probably  be 
devoted  not  to  the  service  of  the  Railways  but 
to  the  general  purposes  of  the  State.    In  other 
words,  they  will  go  to  strengthen  the  hands  of 
the  bureaucracy  in  its  endeavours  to  suppress 
the  rising  power  of  the  popular  movement.  The 
Government  knows  that  it  is  on  the  eve  of  a 
struggle  that  may  seal  its  own  fate  and  that  of 
the  country,  and  in  order  to  carry  on  the  fight  it 
needs  money.    It  was  the  same  in  1906,  when, 
by  negotiating  a  large  foreign  loan,  it  was  able 
to  secure  the  success  of  the  Counter- Revolution 
and  thus  put  off  for  a  time  the  evil  day  of  real 
Constitutional  government.      Whether  it  is  to 
achieve  a  similar  victory  in  the  conflict  that  is 
preparing  depends  in  a  large  measure  upon  the 
foreign  money-market.     The  issue  lies  between 
liberty  and  oppression,  enlightened  progress  and 
fanatical  reaction,  and  i  n  th  is  tight  every  su  bscriber 
to  a  Russian  State  loan  will  be  setting  himself  to 
play  an  infamous  part.    That  is  the  naked  truth 
of  the  matter. 


FATE   OF  POLITICALS. 

Prisoners  and  Exiles  Fare  Worse  After 
the  "Amnesty." 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  8th. 

The  Tercentenary  Ukase  of  March  6th  has  had  a 
peculiar  effect  on  the  condition  of  the  political  pri- 
soners and  exiles.  As  I  have  already  stated,  the 
Manifesto  was  so  worded  as  to  include  in  the  amnesty 
as  few  politicals  as  possible,  while  the  subsequent 
"interpretation "  given  by  the  Senate  still  further 
reduced  the  favours  bestowed  upon  them. 

The  provincial  authorities  took  this  as  a  hint  that 
anything  was  permitted  to  them  with  regard  to  poli- 
tical exiles  and  prisoners  ;  and,  as  there  is  never  any 
lack  of  officials  in  Russia  who  are  anxious  to  build 
up  a  career  on  cruelties,  after  the  issue  of  the 
Manifesto  complaints  began  to  pour  in  from  prisons 
and  places  of  exile  of  a  change  for  the  worse.  The 
following,  for  instance,  comes  from  the  Batoum 
prison  : — 

"  The  chief  warders  here  are  allowed  to  do  what- 
ever they  like  with  the  prisoners,  whom  they  torture 
and  even  shoot.  On  their  report  the  prison  governor 
condemns  the  prisoners,  without  any  inquiry,  to 
flogging,  the  punishment  cell,  and  all  kinds  of  priva- 
tions, while  there  is  no  medical  attendance  whatever 
in  the  prison.  For  a  whole  week  the  cells  were  not 
heated,  and  for  weeks  broken  window  panes  have 
not  been  mended,  in  spite  of  the  severe  frosts.  A 
bath  is  allowed  once  in  two  months,  if  at  all.  The 
food  is  loathsome,  and  consists  of  less  than  an  ounce 
of  meat  in  a  cup  of  warm  water,  with  underbaked 
uiead.  i'iie  prison  shop,  which  was  formerly  open 
every  day,  is  now  opened  only  once  a  week.  From 
outside  nothing  may  be  obtained  but  tea,  sugar,  and 
less  than  half  a  pound  of  cheese.  In  the  prison  shop 
one  is  only  allowed  to  buy  paper  on  condition  that 
every  scrap  used  is  submitted  to  the  governor, 
together  with  the  rest  of  the  paper  purchased,  under 
penalty  of  a  week's  punishment-cell.'' 

Similar  reports  arrive  from  the  places  of  exile.  The 
Deportation  Law  allows  exiles  to  move  from  place  to 
place  within  the  same  district  or  government  without 
a  special  permit,  such  liberty  of  movement  being 
indispensable  to  the  exiles  if  they  are  to  find  employ- 
ment and  not  die  of  starvation.  Nevertheless  this 
freedom  of  movement  is  forbidden  to  the  political 
exiles.  It  is  thus  reported  from  Kansk,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Yenisseysk,  that  even  after  the  Manifesto 
of  March  6th  an  exile  who  had  removed  to  the 
nearest  settlement  was  marched  back  to  his  previous 
place  of  residence  under  escort.  Another  exile  who 
had  gone  twenty-five  versts  from  his  permanent 
place  of  residence  was  imprisoned  for  three  days. 
On  the  other  hand,  leave  of  absence  is  frequently 
refused  when  applied  for,  although  no  employment 
of  any  kind  can  be  found  on  the  spot. 

"The  condition  of  the  exiles  is  desperate,"  it  is 
added.  "  They  are  running  away — mostly  for  no 
other  purpose  but  to  reach  the  neighbouring  district 
in  search  of  any  kind  of  work  so  as  not  to  die  of 
starvation." 


MARITIME    PROVINCE  CRISIS. 


Vladivostok  Business  Men  Blame  the 
Government. 


The  Exchange  Committee  of  Vladivostok  has  pre- 
sented to  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry  an 
extensive  memorial  on  the  economic  crisis  existing 
throughout  the  Maritime  Province,  where  it  has 
assumed  the  character  of  a  general  catastrophe. 

The  Committee  attributes  the  crisis  to  the  demoli- 
tion of  the  whole  economic  structure  of  the  province 
caused  by  the  Government's  ill-advised  interference 
in  prohibiting  at  first  foreign  coasting  trade,  and 
imposing  numerous  restrictions  on  merchants  and 
labourers  belonging  to  the  yellow  races. 

Another  and  more  curious  cause  is  found  in  the 
Government's  lack  of  punctuality  in  settling  its 
accounts  with  the  contractors.  Since  the  issue  of 
orders  for  the  exclusive  use  of  Russian  labour,  the 
Government's  remissness  in  paying  its  debts  has 
assumed  such  dimensions  that  its  indebtedness  to 
the  contractors  now  amounts  to  four  million  roubles. 
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THE    BUDGET    IN  BEING. 


Undesirable   Sources  of  Revenue   and  a 
Deficit. 

THE    NEW  LOAN. 


The  Revenue  Estimates,  which  in  the  draft  Budget 
for  11)1$  amount  to  3,179  million  roubles,  present  as 
unsatisfactory  a  picture  as  do  the  Expenditure  figures, 
for  over  25  per  cent,  of  the  total  revenue  is  derived 
from  the  spirits  monopoly.  No  wonder  that,  in  view 
of  the  item  of  800  2  million  roubles  obtained  by  the 
systematic  encouragement  of  drunkenness  among  the 
population,  the  Russian  Budget  has  been  termed  the 
"drunken  Budget."  As  recently  as  1903  the  gross 
revenue  from  the  spirits  monopoly  amounted  only 
to  S42'3  million  roubles.  This  has  now  increased  by 
258  millions,  or  nearly  50  per  cent.,  the  increase 
being  accomplished  at  the  cost  of  the  alcoholisation 
of  the  masses. 

The  net  revenue  from  the  spirits  trade  has  grown 
more  rapidly  still — from  368  million  roubles  in  1903 
to  594*2  million  roubles  in  1913,  which  gives  an 
increase  of  a  quarter  of  a  milliard  roubles,  or  61  per 
cent.,  in  ten  years. 

Indirect   Taxation   and.  its  Effects. 

The  indirect  taxes,  amounting  to  875'6  million 
roubles,  form  27-6  per  cent,  of  the  whole  Budget. 
In  recent  years  the  burden  of  indirect  taxation  has 
been  largely  added  to,  both  extensively  and  inten- 
sively. Customs  duties  alone  have  increased  from 
219  million  roubles  in  1904  to  3347  million  roubles 
in  1913.  These  duties,  which  increase  the  cost 
of  imported  articles  on  an  average  by  31  per  cent., 
not  only  inflict  hardship  on  the  consumer,  but  injure 
the  industry  itself,  since  Russian  manufacturers,  pro- 
tected as  they  are  from  foreign  competition,  not  only 
artificially  raise  the  home  prices  (Russian  sugar,  for 
instance,  is  sold  in  London  at  one-third  of  its  price 
in  St.  Petersburg),  but  are  indifferent  to  the  quality 
of  their  products  and  neglect  technical  improve- 
ments. 

A  radical  alteration  of  the  whole  structure  of  the 
Russian  Budget  is  a  conditio  sine  qua  non  for  the 
regeneration  of  national  life.  But  the  present  Govern- 
ment is  incapable  of  accomplishing  it  or  of  renouncing 
its  financial  system.  As  M.  Kokovtsoff  publicly 
admitted  in  his  report  on  the  Budget  of  1909  :— 

"  It  would  only  be  possible  to  obtain  an  equilibrium 
of  the  Budget  by  increased  taxation  and  reduced 
expenditure.  But  in  the  present  precarious  condition 
of  the  Russian  masses  a  large  increase  of  taxation  on 
articles  of  general  consumption  would  now  weigh  as 
an  unbearable  burden  on  the  population,  while  no 
essential  alteration  of  our  system  of  taxation  could  be 
achieved  in  the  direction  of  transferring  that  burden 
from  the  masses  to  the  propertied  classes." 

Consequently  it  only  remains  for  the  Russian 
Government  to  count,  as  before,  on  God's  help  in  the 
shape  of  good  crops,  or  to  rely  on  the  assistance  of 
foreign  bankers  in  the  shape  of  loans. 

Another  Deficit. 

The  Estimates  for  1913  provide  for  a  deficit  of 
29*2  million  roubles,  which  it  is  proposed  to  meet  out 
of  the  "free  balance." 

Deficits  are,  indeed,  no  novelty  in  the  Russian 
Budget.  They  were  consistently  evidenced  in  the 
first  nine  years  of  the  present  century,  as  is  shown  in 
the  following  table,  taken  from  Deputy  Pokrovsky's 
The  Russian  Budget  for  the  Last  Ten  Years,  published 
in  St.  Petersburg  in  191 1  ■  — 


Year.  Deficit. 

1901    56-9  million  roubles. 

1902    144        „  ,, 

I(P3    172*1 

1904    BO'3  „ 

1905    '4"o 

1906    481*1      „  „ 

J9°7    294*9 

190®    l8l'5 

'909    1 33' 1 


The  two  exceptional  crops  of  1909  and  1910  and 
the  forced  exports  of  grain  abroad  enabled  the 
Government  to  dispense  with  deficits  in  its  Budgets 
for  1910  and  191 1.  But  as  soon  as  the  deficit  dis- 
appeared for  two  years  the  Government  lost  no  time 
in  utilising  the  "  splendid  "  financial  position  of  the 
country  to  force  the  growth  of  the  expenditure,  which 
immediately  resulted  in  a  disturbance  of  the  Budget's 
equilibrium  and  the  reappearance  of  a  deficit  in  the 
Budgets  of  191 2  and  1913. 

The  position  is  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  the 
increase  falls  chiefly  on  unproductive  expenditure. 
Scarcely  five  years  have  elapsed  since  the  debacle  in 
Manchuria,  and  the  Russian  Government  is  again 
raising  the  clangour  of  its  arms  before  Mongolia  and 
in  the  Balkans,  plunging  into  mad  expenditure  on 
armaments.  Russia's  expenditure  on  her  Army  and 
Navy,  which  amounted  in  1910  to  6476  million 
roubles,  in  191 1  it  increased  to  7387  million  roubles, 
while  in  1013  it  makes  another  jump  to  866*1  million 
roubles,  thus  showing  an  increase  of  no  less  than 
218  5  million  roubles  in  three  years. 


Had  the  increase  mainly  fallen  on  productive 
expenditure  it  might  have  contributed  in  the  end 
towards  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  creating  a  solid 
basis  for  the  national  economy  and  finances  ;  but  the 
increased  expenditure  on  armaments  and  other 
unproductive  objects  only  renders  the  financial 
position  of  the  country  still  more  shaky. 

The   "Free   Balance"   and  a  New  Loan. 

In  Russia  the  consequences  are  still  more  threaten- 
ing since  her  national  economy  and  finances  are 
closely  bound  up  with  the  conditions  of  agriculture 
and  the  crops,  which  vary  from  year  to  year,  and 
form  a  chapter  of  accidents.  It  is  precisely  its 
fortuitous  and  unstable  character  that  marks  the 
Russian  Budget.  This  is  exemplified  in  the  lluc- 
tuating  figures  of  the  "free  balance,"  which,  accord- 
ing to  M.  Kokovtsoff',  amounted  to  19  million  roubles 
in  1909,  to  107  4  million  roubles  in  1910,  to  477 
million  roubles  in  1912,  and  to  450  million  roubles  in 
1913.  Do  not  these  sudden  jumps  from  1  million  to 
477  millions  in  three  years  strike  one  rather  as  a 
game  of  hazard  than  as  a  normal  development  of 
national  finance  ?  And  just  as  a  gambler  can  never 
feel  secure,  since  with  the  next  turn  of  the  wheel  he 
may  lose  all  his  previous  winnings,  the  Russian 
Government  does  not  feel  at  ease  even  in  its 
"splendid  "  financial  position. 

According  to  its  own  statement,  the  Government 
disposes  of  a  "  free ''  fund  to  the  amount  of  450 
millions.  Nevertheless,  it  is  endeavouring  to  arrange 
a  new  loan  !  Why  ?  Because  it  does  not  itself 
believe  in  this  "splendid"  position,  and,  if  it  talks  in 
this  strain,  it  does  so  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
entice  the  credulous  rentiers  who  are  expected  to 
subscribe  to  the  new  loan. 

State  Railway  Finance. 

Since  the  flotation  is  intended  to  bear  the  cha- 
racter of  a  railway  loan,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to 
say  a  few  words  on  this  sub  ject. 

According  to  the  Government's  own  reports,  the 
State  railways  were  worked  at  a  loss  up  to  1909. 
During  the  period  1900-1905  the  loss  amounted  to 
162  million  roubles,  or  32A  million  roubles  per 
annum.  In  1906  the  loss  amounted  to  50  millions, 
in  i<)07  to  16  millions,  and  in  1908  to  70  millions. 
Since  1909,  according  to  the  data  furnished  by  M. 
Kokovtsoff,  the  State  railways,  instead  of  incurring  a 
loss,  have  shown  a  profit,  producing  a  revenue  of 
237  millions  in  1910  (owing  to  the  abundant  harvest 
and  increased  export  of  grajn),  of  302  millions  in  191 1 
(for  the  same  reason;,  and , of  137  million  roubles  in 
1912. 

At  first  glance  it  looks  as  if  the  condition  of  the 
State  railways  were  splendid.  But  on  closer  examina- 
tion we  detect  once  more  the  hand  of  the  prestidigi- 
tateur.  Eor  in  calculating  the  railway  expenditure 
M.  Kokovtsoff  takes  good  care  not  to  include  in  the 
total  the  payments  on  lailway  loans  and  that  amor- 
tisation. The  amount  to  be  reckoned  on  that  head, 
however,  is  very  large,  since  the  State  railways  are 
encumbered  by  a  debt  of  over  3  milliard  roubles,  this 
being  the  figure  given  by  the  Russian  financial  autho- 
rity, Professor  Migulin,  for  the  year  1907.  If  we 
calculate  the  5  per  cent,  paid  on  that  debt,  we  find 
that  the  annual  interest  alone  amounts  to  150  million 
roubles.  Under  such  conditions  it  is  idle  to  talk  of 
profitable  working,  and  if  the  proposed  new  loan  is 
brought  off  it  will  increase  still  further  the  indebted- 
ness of  the  State  railways. 

What  a   Loan  Means. 

But,  apart  from  financial  considerations,  there  are 
also  political  considerations  that  militate  against  the 
new  loan.  Russia  is  as  yet  not  in  possession  of  a 
Constitutional  regime  which  reflects  a  settled  social 
order.  A  continual  struggle  is  going  on  between  the 
old  despotic  power,  which  is  now  crouching  behind 
a  screen  of  quasi-parliamentarianism,  and  the  people. 
The  Autocracy  would  prove  powerless  in  this 
struggle  and  would  have  to  cede  to  the  demands  of 
the  people  if  it  had  not  been  supplied  by  the  foreign 
financial  market  (at  a  good  rate  of  interest)  with  the 
money  for  continuing  the  sanguinary  struggle.  The 
loan  of  1906  saved  the  then  tottering  Autocracy.  It 
provided  it  with  means  for  mobilising  the  forces  of 
the  Counter- Revolution,  for  dispersing  the  first  two 
Dumas,  and  for  carrying  out  its  coup  d'etat. 

The  loan  of  1909  helped  it  to  entrench  itself  still 
more  strongly  in  positions  that  were  reddened  with 
the  blood  of  the  people.  This  victory  was  bought  by 
those  foreign  shareholders  who  subscribed  to  the 
Russian  loans,  and  by  the  bankers  who  helped  to 
place  them.  It  is  these  people,  therefore,  upon  whom 
falls  the  Heavy  responsibility  for  all  the  acts  of  the 
Counter-Revolution  for  the  gallows  and  penal  servi- 
tude, for  the  tortures  and  the  Okhrana,  for  the 
persecution  of  the  subject  nationalities,  and  for  the 
pogroms. 

A  rise  of  the  popular  movement  is  once  more 
noticeable  in  Russia,  and  the  Government  is  again 
preparing  to  suppress  it,  and  to  fetter  it  in  still 
stronger  chains.  Should  the  foreign  money  market 
assist  it  again  in  its  uncivilised  work,  it  will  cast  a 
new  blot  on  the  whole  of  Western  Europe. 

(JtREOOIRE  Al.KXIXSKY 
(Ex-Member  of  the  Duma). 


"  LIBERTY    OF  CONSCIENCE." 

Outrageous  Treatment  of  Nonconformist 
Communities. 

[From  Ocr  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  8th. 

In  my  last  letter  I  related  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  closure  of  the  Baptist  chapel  in  the 
village  of  Pyeski,  in  the  government  of  Voronej.  The 
Baptists,  however,  are  not  the  only  community  with 
whose  devotions  the  local  authorities  have  interfered. 

Last  autumn  a  member  of  one  of  the  two  local 
communities  of  the  "  Spiritual  Christians ,;  was 
summoned  before  the  Commissary  of  the  sub-district, 
who  demanded  to  know  whether  they  had  the 
written  permission  of  the  Governor  to  build  and  open 
houses  of  prayer,  without  which  the  congregation 
could  not  be  legalised.  Since  in  1908,  when  their 
chapels  were  built,  the  Sectarians  were  not  aware  of 
any  special  orders  on  the  subject  from  the  Governor 
of  Voronej,  while  legalisation  is  in  itself  opposed  to 
the  tenets  of  the  Spiritual  Christians,  they  were 
unable  to  produce  the  documents  required.  In  their 
perplexity  they  inquired  of  the  Commissary  what 
they  had  to  do  in  order  to  prevent  the  closing  of 
cheir  houses  of  prayer.  The  Commissary  advised 
them  to  send  a  petition  to  the  Governor  through 
him.  They  had  to  submit,  and  a  petition  bearing 
numerous  signatures  was  handed  to  the  Commissary. 
Several  weeks  passed,  and  nothing  was  heard  of  the 
fate  of  the  petition. 

An   Invitation   to  Bribery. 

All  of  a  sudden  a  retired  bailiff,  who  now  practises 
as  a  village  lawyer,  called  upon  one  of  the  members 
of  the  sect,  and,  after  a  long  conversation  on  the 
subject  of  closing  all  houses  of  prayer,  hinted  that 
the  community  should  make  a  substantial  present  to 
the  Commissary  of  the  sub-district,  and  that  this 
would  put  an  end  to  the  trouble.  In  order  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  ex-bailiff  was  acting  as  the  agent  of 
the  Commissary,  the  Sectarians  requested  him  to 
reduce  the  amount  demanded  by  half.  This  he 
refused  to  do,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  he  who 
had  fixed  the  amount.  The  Sectarians  then  declared 
that  the  Spiritual  Christian  community  could  not 
resort  to  such  questionable  expedients,  and  that  they 
were  unable  to  make  any  presents  to  the  Commissar}-. 

Another  month  passed,  and  on  January  26th  last 
the)'  received  the  following  official  notification  from 
the  Commissary  : — 

"  Pending  the  issue  of  an  authorisation  to  open 
your  houses  of  prayer  in  the  village  of  Pyeski,  you 
are  ordered  not  to  meet  in  those  houses  under  any 
conditions,  and  I  warn  you  that  in  the  event  of  non- 
compliance with  my  present  order  the  meetings  will 
be  stopped  by  the  police,  and  the  guilt)'  parties  will 
be  criminally  prosecuted." 

In  spite  of  insistent  requests  that  no  action  should 
be  taken  until  a  reply  had  been  received  from  the 
Governor  of  Voronej  to  the  petition,  the  Spiritual 
Christian  chapels  were  immediately  closed. 

The  reply  to  the  petition  which  had  been  forwarded 
through  the  Commissary  arrived  later  on.  It  required 
the  community  to  submit  to  the  Governor's  Court  an 
exposition  of  their  doctrine  of  faith,  as  well  as  a  list 
of  their  members.  Both  requests  were  complied 
with,  but  without  any  result. 

Tercentenary   Service  Interrupted. 

At  the  approach  of  the  Romanoff  Tercentenary  the 
Spiritual  Christians,  like  the  Baptists,  were  anxious 
to  celebfate  the  unique  occasion  by  a  congregational 
service.  They  therefore  obtained  from  the  District 
Captain  of  Novokhopersk  permission  to  open  their 
houses  of  prayer  on  that  historic  date.  The  celebra- 
tions thus  authorised  were  not,  however,  allowed  to 
proceed  in  a  proper  manner. 

On  the  morning  of  March  6th,  when  the  celebration 
had  already  begun,  the  chief  constable  of  the  village 
of  Pyeski  entered  the  place  of  worship,  interrupted 
the  service,  and  ordered  the  congregants  to  make 
a  collection  for  a  certain  asylum  for  cripples  and 
wounded.  The  congregation  begged  the  constable 
to  postpone  the  collection  till  the  evening  meeting, 
and  not  to  interrupt  the  service.  The  constable, 
however,  refused  on  the  ground  that  he  had  received 
orders  from  the  Commissary  of  the  sub-district, 
and  demanded  an  immediate  collection.  In  their 
anxiety  to  get  rid  of  the  uninvited  guest,  the  con- 
gregation submitted  to  the  constable's  demand,  and 
announced  a  collection  which  produced  about  15 
roubles. 

The  congregation  wished  to  continue  the  celebra- 
tion on  the  following  day,  and  in  their  anxiety  to 
prevent  any  misunderstanding  they  deputed  one  of 
their  members  to  give  notice  to  the  Commissary. 
The  latter,  however,  upbraided  the  deputy  with  the 
meagre  result  of  the  collection,  and  refused  the 
application. 

Such  is  liberty  of  conscience  in  Russia.  The  facts 
related  above,  and  many  others  of  the  same  kind, 
which  have  occurred  in  nearly  every  government 
where  Sectarians  reside,  are  to  form  the  subject  of 
an  interpellation  in  the  Duma. 


April  16,  1913. 
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NOTES. 


Chauvinism  Defeated. 

To  the  communique  issued  by  the  Russian 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  sub  ject  of  the 
Scutari  difficulty  no  objection  can  be  taken  on 
the  ground  of  propriety  or  of  statesmanship. 
AVe  are  glad  to  think  that  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment, having  found  a  wise  policy,  is  disposed  to 
stick  to  it,  and  we  trust  that  henceforth  it  may 
find  its  path  less  thickly  strewn  with  vexatious 
obstacles.  It  is  quite  clear,  however,  that  the 
policy  of  restraint  has  only  triumphed  after  a 
very  acute  conflict  with  the  forces  of  reckless 
Chauvinism  which  are  continually  operating 
behind  the  scenes  of  Russian  political  life,  and 
which  make  things  extremely  difficult  for  a 
Minister  who  is  not  in  sympathy  with  their 
objects.  The  St.  Petersburg  street  demonstra- 
tions provide  us  with  a  rough  index  of  the  course 
the  struggle  has  taken.  First  the  agitation  was 
suppressed  by  the  police  with  a  firm  and  even  a 
severe  hand.  This  official  interference  produced 
a  great  outcry  on  the  part  of  the  Reactionaries, 
and  it  was  even  said  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
annoyance  caused  in  "  high  quarters,"  the  dis- 
missal of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  was 
imminent.  The  consequence  was  that,  when  the 
demonstrations  were  renewed  a  week  later  (on 
the  6th),  the  police  allowed  them  full  licence  and 
made  no  attempt  at  suppression.  That  marked 
the  high-water  mark  of  Chauvinist  success,  for 
now  both  police  and  Army  orders  have  been 
issued,  the  former  declaring  that  no  kind  of 
street  manifestation  is  henceforth  to  be  per- 
mitted,  and  the  latter  warning  officers  in  parti- 
cular that  the  rules  of  service  forbid  their 
participation  in  any  public  gathering. 


An  "  Imperium  in  Imperio." 

And  so,  it  seems,  moderation  has  for  the  time 
being  proved  victorious.  How  long,  however,  it 
will  be  able  to  maintain  its  position  few  would 
venture  to  prophesy.  As  we  have  pointed  out 
on  previous  occasions,  in  the  conduct  of  Russian 
affairs,  both  domestic  and  foreign,  there  is  a  kind 
of  imperium  in  imperio.  Below  the  surface  con- 
flicting currents  are  at  work,  having  their  origin 
in  very  powerful  quarters,  and  these  subversive 
elements  are  very  often  able  to  subject  those  who 
are  nominally  responsible  for  Russian  policy  to 

'  their  domination.  The  late  M.  Stolypin  was 
once  moved  to  complain  bitterly  of  this  state  of 
affairs,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  both  M. 
Kokovtsoff  and  M.  Sazonoff  have  frequently  had 
disconcerting  experience  of  its  effect.  In  the 
Cabinet  itself  the  camp  of  the  "  wreckers  "  is 

I  strongly  represented — a  fact  which  explains  the 
unceasing  rumours  of  Ministerial  dissensions  and 
resignations.  On  the  present  occasion  the 
prospect  of  both  the  Premier  and  the  Foreign 

'  Minister  resigning  office  was  probably  a  potent 
factor  in  beating  down  the  attacks  of  the  more 


adventurous  party,  and  another  (perhaps  equally 
potent)  cause  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  a 
new  loan  is  in  contemplation,  and  cannot  be 
floated  with  any  hope  of  success  as  long  as  the 
Government  shows  signs  of  instability.  The 
trouble,  as  we  have  said,  appears  to  be  over  for 
the  present  ;  but  there  is  no  guarantee  that  it 
will  not  break  out  again  at  any  moment. 

Industrial  Crisis. 

In  spite  of  the  brilliant  colours  in  which  the 
(iovernment  "publicity  artists"  paint  the  pic- 
ture of  Russia's  trading  prosperity,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  many  parts  of  the  Empire  are  in 
the  throes  of  a  severe  industrial  crisis.  Only  a 
few  days  ago  the  big  manufacturers  of  the 
Moscow  l^egion  decided  in  the  first  place  to 
reduce  the  number  of  working  days  to  five  and 
in  some  cases  four  a  week,  and  later  on,  if 
necessary,  to  close  down  altogether  for  a  certain 
period.  An  industrial  crisis  of  a  somewhat 
different  character  has  also  made  itself  felt  as 
far  East  as  Vladivostok,  where  commercial  men 
are  bitterly  blaming  the  Administration  for  the 
stagnation  of  trade  that  prevails  throughout  the 
Maritime  Province.  But  there  is  no  hint  of 
these  unpleasant  conditions  in  the  glowing  pro- 
spectuses which  have  lately  been  showered 
abroad,  and  of  which  the  recent  Times  Supple- 
ment furnished  us  with  some  characteristic 
examples. 

A  Peril  to  Commerce. 

Among  people  who  are  competent  to  judge  of 
the  situation  it  is  being  said  that  Russia  is  faced 
not  only  with  an  industrial  crisis  in  the  proper 
sense  of  the  term,  but  also  with  a  general  com- 
mercial crisis.  This  belief  is  confirmed  by  a 
communication  recently  sent  to  the  Duma  by  the 
leading  Moscow  manufacturers.  Here  it  is  stated 
that  the  delay  of  the  l>uma  Committee  in 
examining  the  measure  wh'ch  seeks  to  regulate 
the  transfer  of  business  enterprises  has  produced 
the  result  that  several  large  provincial  pur- 
chasers of  manufactured  goods  <;  have  suspended 
payment  en  masse"  Some  of  the  "  safest " 
firms  have  declared  themselves  insolvent,  and  the 
country  is  said  to  be  on  the  brink  of  "  an  unpre- 
cedented crisis  in  the  near  future,  to  the  com- 
plete ruin  of  commerce,  if  the  measure  is  still 
further  delayed." 

The  Fraudulent  Bankruptcies  Bill. 

The  Bill  in  question,  of  course,  is  that  which 
has  already  been  described  in  our  columns,  and 
which  prohibits  the  fictitious  transfer  of  pro- 
perty among  commercial  firms.  As  the  law 
stands  at  present  fraudulent  bankruptcies  may 
be  indulged  in  with  impunity,  at  the  expense  of 
the  manufacturers  who  sell  on  credit.  Over  and 
over  again  it  happens  that  when  the  time  for 
payment  arrives  the  merchant  transfers  his 
business  to  his  wife,  or  to  some  "  man  of  straw," 
and  so  he  can  begin  again  and  go  on  indefinitely 
with  a  game  which  in  every  other  country  is 
recognised  as  a  swindle,  but  which  in  Russia  has 
enabled  many  a  business  man  to  build  up  a 
fortune.  Three  months  ago  we  drew  attention 
to  a  statement  that  the  Minister  of  Finance  had 
declared  himself  opposed  to  the  new  Bill,  and 
pointed  out  that  Sir  Edward  Grey  had  appa- 
rently little  foundation  for  his  sanguine  pro- 
nouncement on  the  subject  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Subsequently  the  Russian  Consul- 
General  in  London,  alarmed  at  the  probable 
influence  of  that  statement  on  British  business 
houses,  circularised  the  Press  to  the  effect  that 
the  Russian  Government  had  the  Bill  in  question 
under  its  consideration.  We  may  now  see  what 
faith  is  to  be  placed  in  such  official  assurances. 
There  certainly  is  in  existence  a  Bill  for  the  pre- 
vention of  fraudulent  bankruptcies,  but  the 
prospect  of  its  being  passed  into  law,  or  even 
brought  before  the  Duma  as  a  serious  measure,  is 
exceedingly  remote. 


Anti-Semites  in  Despair. 

On  the  eve  of  the  Jewish  Passover  the  "  blood- 
libellers  "  are  again  pursuing  their  unholy  cam- 
paign throughout  Russia,  and  the  Zemschina  is 
again  publishing  its  scandalous  warning  to 
Christian  parents  to  "  mind  their  children." 
From  several  parts  of  the  country,  too,  come 
reports  of  "  ritual  murder  "  scares  raised  by  anti- 
Semitic  agitators.  In  one  instance  a  father 
actually  wounded  his  own  daughter  and  left  her 
bound  in  the  public  street  with  instructions  to 
inform  passers-by  that  she  had  been  attacked  by 
Jews,  who  had  bled  her  for  ritual  purposes.  From 
these  desperate  expedients  (none  of  which,  hap- 
pily, has  so  far  proved  successful)  we  may  gather 
that  the  anti-Semites  have  lost  faith  in  their 
ordinary  powers  of  persuasion,  and  are  making  a 
last  effort  to  discredit  the  Jews  before  the  Beilis 
case  comes  on.  Meanwhile  that  unhappy  man 
still  remains  in  prison,  where  he  has  been 
languishing  for  close  upon  two  years,  and,  in 
spite  of  numerous  official  "  investigations,"  no 
date  has  yet  been  fixed  for  his  trial.  The  last  of 
the  inquiry  farces  has  now  been  completed,  and 
a  new  indictment  has  been,  or  is  being,  drawn 
up.  It  will  certainly  be  interesting  to  see  what 
evidence  the  authorities  are  able  to  produce  against 
Beilis.  It  is  at  this  juncture  that  one  of  the  two 
men  whom  impartial  investigators  had  denounced 
as  the  actual  murderers  of  Yuschinsky  has  met 
with  a  violent  death.  Had  he  lived,  he  would 
have  been  a,  valuable  witness  in  the  hands  of  the 
counsel  for  the  defence. 


POLICE   AND  PUBLIC. 

Government's  Attitude  towards  the  Slav 
Demonstrations. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  8th. 

The  Slavonic  demonstration  of  April  6th  assumed 
much  more  imposing  dimensions  than  that  of  the 
previous  week.  This  time  the  police  behatfed  fiirly 
well.  It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  those  who  parti- 
cipated in  the  manifestation  were  impelled  by  hatred 
towards  Austria  and  by  a  desire  for  war,  or  whether 
their  enthusiasm  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  circum- 
stance that,  for  the  first  time  in  Russia,  there  was  a 
possibility  of  joining  a  street  demonstration  without 
fear  of  being  cut  at  by  whips.  The  Opposition 
Press  has  accordingly  not  been  slow  to  demand  that 
the  police  should  show  equal  tolerance  towards 
demonstrations  of  every  kind. 

The  police  themselves,  however,  have  drawn  a 
different  conclusion  from  the  proceedings.  The 
Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  has  just  published  a  notice 
calling  attention  to  the  compulsory  orders  prohibit- 
ing meetings  and  gatherings,  and  impressing  upon 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  that  they  are  "  not 
to  take  part  in  street  gatherings  and  manifestations 
of  any  kind,  and  must  obey  implicitly  and  imme- 
diately any  demand  of  the  police  in  such  cases,  since 
the  most  resolute  measures  will  be  taken  to  prevent 
any  disorders  in  the  streets."  This  means  that  the 
uagaika  (whip)  is  to  be  again  reinstated  in  its  rights. 

As  a  m?tter  of  fact  the  Government  was  placed  in 
rather  a  false  position  by  last  Sunday's  demonstration. 
For  the  Government  is  pursuing  a  policy  of  peace, 
while  the  demonstration  clamoured  for  war  against 
Austria.  Those  who  participated  in  it  included  several 
Army  officers,  who  are  strictly  forbidden  to  busy 
themselves  with  politics  of  any  kind  whatsoever, 
as  well  as  many  pupils  of  intermediate  schools,  who 
are  always  locked  up  for  taking  part  in  even  the  most 
harmless  gatherings. 

•  How  is  one  to  explain  the  toleration  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  particular  case  ?  Simply  by  its  lack  of 
unity.  The  more  reactionary  members  of  the 
Cabinet  have  been  intriguing  against  its  more  mode- 
rate portion.  They  have  now,  however,  come  to 
perceive  the  inconveniences  of  this  action,  and  it  is 
said  that  in  addition  to  the  notice  issued  by  the 
Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  an  order  to  the  same  effect 
is  contemplated  by  the  Minister  of  War,  to  be 
addressed  especially  to  the  Army. 


DUMA   AND  JEWS. 

In  reply  to  a  journalist,  Deputy  Shingareff  has 
stated  that,  contrary  to  the  prevailing  opinion,  the 
Jews  have  nothing  to  expect  from  the  present  Duma, 
the  majority  of  which  he  declares  to  be  even  less 
well  disposed  towards  them  than  was  the  third 
Duma. 
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THE   BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


Examining  Magistrate's  Report  Completed. 

The  Kiev  Examining  Magistrate,  M.  Mashkevitch, 
has  handed  the  report  on  the  completed  inquiry  into 
the  Yuschinsky  murder  case  to  the  Public  Prosecutor 
of  the  High  Court  of  Kiev. 

The  report  consists  of  eight  volumes  of  5,000  pages. 
Beilis  still  remains  the  only  person  accused,  the 
Examining  Magistrate  declaring  the  evidence  pro- 
duced by  M.  Krassovsky,  the  former  head  of  the 
Kiev  Detective  Department,  and  by  M.  Brazul- 
Brushkovsky,  the  journalist,  against  the  criminal 
gang  headed  by  the  woman  Tchebiryak  to  be  of  no 
importance. 

After  a  consultation  held  on  the  subject,  the  Pro- 
secutions Department  has  resolved  to  entrust  the 
task  of  drawing  up  the  indictment  to  the  Assistant- 
Public  Prosecutor  of  the  Kiev  High  Court,  who  is  to 
be  assisted  by  the  Public  Prosecutor  of  the  Mohilev 
District  Court. 

The  Examining  Magistrate  recently  handed  a 
statement  of  the  case  to  the  prisoner  Beilis,  who 
begged  for  a  speedy  trial,  since  he  was  quite  worn 
out  by  the  interminable  delays. 

It  is  said  that  the  trial  is  to  take  place  at  some 
date  between  the  middle  of  May  and  the  middle  of 
June,  and  is  to  be  held  at  Kiev,  where  the  Minister 
of  Justice  will  send  one  of  the  assistants  of  the  Public 
Prosecutor  of  the  High  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  to 
conduct  the  prosecution  against  Beilis. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends  of  Peace  a 
letter  was  read  from  Count  Witte  to  the  former 
secretary  of  the  Society,  the  late  M.  Glinka,  who  had 
published  a  pamphlet  against  the  Blood  Accusation. 
Count  Witte  informed  him  that  he  had  read  his 
pamphlet,  and  stated  his  conviction  that  the  "  ritual 
murder '' charges  were  being  exploited  for  political 
purposes,  mostly  of  an  infamous  nature. 

A  Passover  Outburst. 

With  the  approach  of  the  Jewish  Passover  festival 
the  anti-Semites  are  again  raising  the  "  ritual 
murder  "  cry.  A  recent  issue  of  the  Zcmscliina  con- 
tains an  appeal  headed  "  Christians,  Mind  Your 
Children  !  "  which  begins  as  follows  : — 

"  In  a  few  days'  time  the  Jewish  Passover  comes 
round.  The  time  approaches  when  for  some  pagan 
religious  rites  the  tribe  of  Israel  needs  pure  infant 
blood,  the  blood  of  an  innocent  Christian  child." 
And  the  appeal  ends  with  the  following  passage  : — 
"  The  use  of  Christian  blood  by  the  Jews  has  been 
proved  by  numerous  and  incontrovertible  facts  both 
in  ancient  and  modern  times.  In  spite  of  their  cries 
and  indignation,  the  Jews  will  never  succeed  in 
wiping  out  this  infamous  blood  stain.  No,  they  will 
never  be  able  to  wash  away  the  innocent  and  pure 
infant  blood  which  annually  stains  red  their  black 
and  malicious  souls  !  Christians,  mind  your  children, 
for  the  Jewish  Passover  is  nigh  !" 

The  vilely  unscrupulous  methods  employed  by  the 
"ritual  murder"  agitators  are  strikingly  illustrated 
by  an  incident  that  is  reported  from  Poland.  At  the 
townlet  of  Wolbrom,  in  the  government  of  Kielce,  a 
Christian  girl,  aged  seven,  was  found  on  the  morning 
of  April  3rd  lying  tied  up  in  a  passage.  In  reply  to 
passers-by  the  girl  stated  that  she  had  been  seized 
and  bound  by  several  Jews,  and  that  a  young  man 
named  Reuben  Frommer  had  drawn  blood  from 
under  her  nails.  On  seeing  that  her  fingers  really 
bore  marks  of  blood  caused  by  pin-pricks,  the  gradu- 
ally increasing  crowd  became  so  excited  that  it 
openly  threatened  a  pogrom  against  the  Jews,  and  a 
brother  of  the  girl  assaulted  a  Jewish  boy  so  violently 
that  he  now  lies  dangerously  ill. 

The  matter  might  have  led  to  more  tragic  conse- 
quences had  not  a  few  Jews  made  haste  to  report 
the  case  to  the  District  Captain  at  Olkusz,  who 
tent  a  gendarme,  accompanied  by  several  constables, 
to  the  spot.  The  investigation  made  by  the  gen- 
darme revealed  the  surprising  fact  that  the  mis- 
creant who  had  performed  the  "  ritual  "  operation 
upon  the  girl  was  none  other  than  her  own  father. 
The  victim  confessed  that  she  was  afraid  to  return 
to  him,  as  he  had  threatened  to  kill  her  altogether 
should  she  ever  dare  to  tell  anybody  the  true  facts. 

Both  the  father  and  the  brother  of  the  girl  are 
now  under  arrest. 

Similar  unfounded  alarms  have  been  raised  at 
various  places  in  the  governments  of  I'iotrkov, 
Lomza,  Kielce,  and  Kherson.  In  all  cases,  fortu- 
nately, their  falsity  was  made  manifest  before  serious 
consequences  ensued. 

Suspect's  Terrible  Death. 

A  Keutcr  message  despatched  from  St.  Peters- 
burg on  Saturday  states  : — 

"An  extraordinary  tragedy  is  reported  from  Kiev 
in  connection  with  the  case  of  the  Jewish  clerk 
Beilis,  who  is  charged  with  the  murder  of  the 
Christian  boy  Yuschinsky.  The  telegram  states  that 
Lati-iheff,  one  of  the  chief  accomplices  of  Vera 
T  chebiryak,  the  leader  of  the  gang  which  is  suspected 
of  murdering  the  boy,  while  being  questioned  in  the 


examining  magistrate's  room,  seized  a  favourable 
moment  to  break  a  window,  and  attempted  to  escape 
down  a  waterpipe.  Losing  his  hold,  however,  he 
fell  from  the  fourth  storey,  and  was  killed  on  the 
spot." 

Latisheff  had  been  denounced  byM.  Brazul-Brush- 
kovsky  and  by  the  former  head  of  the  Kiev  Detective 
Department,  M.  Krassovsky,  as  one  of  the  actual 
murderers  of  Yuschinsky.  It  is  unfortunate  that  he 
should  have  met  his  death  in  this  manner,  because  it 
had  been  hoped  that  he  would  disclose  the  activities 
of  the  Tchebiryak  gang. 


SUPPRESSING   THE  PRESS. 

The  Smolensk}  Vycstnik  has  been  fined  500  roubles 
by  the  Governor  of  Smolensk  for  the  publication  of 
an  article  entitled  "  Amnesty  Exemptions." 

Recent  issues  of  the  Yujny  Kray  and  the  Ulro,  of 
Kharkov,  have  been  confiscated  at  the  instance  of 
the  Press  Inspector  for  reporting  that  official's 
frivolous  prosecution  of  the  editor  and  publisher  of 
the  Yuiny  Kray.  The  Press  Inspector's  original 
warrant  ordered  the  police  to  confiscate  the  papers 
for  the  "  publication  "  of  the  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings, but  this  was  followed  by  another  warrant  which 
ordered  their  confiscation  for  "distorting"  the 
judicial  report. 

The  Luich,  of  St.  Petersburg,  has  been  fined  500 
roubles  for  an  article  entitled  "Jewish  Disabilities 
and  the  Russian  Workmen." 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Stent,  of  Wilna,  has  been 
confiscated  for  the  publication  of  articles  dealing 
with  the  expulsions  of  Jews. 

The  Kavka zski  Kray,  of  Pyatigorsk,  in  the  Caucasus, 
has  been  fined  100  roubles  for  an  article  on  the 
Beilis  case. 

The  authorities  at  Lodz  have  stopped  the  publica- 
tion of  the  German  trade  journal  Textil-Markt. 


CLOSED   MEDICAL  ACADEMY. 


The  deputation  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Town 
Council,  commissioned  to  plead  before  the  Premier 
and  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  the  cause  of  the 
students  of  the  closed  Medical  Academy,  has  not  met 
with  success. 

M.  Kokovtsoff  would  not  hear  of  the  suggestion, 
made  in  view  of  the  absence  of  a  medical  faculty  at 
St.  Petersburg  and  of  the  difficulties  experienced  by 
the  Town  Council  in  finding  suitable  candidates  for 
the  vacant  posts  at  the  city  hospitals  and  in  its  health 
department,  to  allow  those  students  to  complete 
their  interrupted  course  at  the  Women's  Institute  of 
Medicine.  Nor  would  he  allow  the  Town  Council  to 
make  a  grant  of  15,000  roubles  for  the  relief  of  the 
expelled  students,  and  he  felt  still  more  incensed  at 
the  motion  passed  by  the  Town  Council  to  open  a 
subscription  list  for  their  benefit.  J 

The  Duma  Interpellations  Committee  has  admitted 
the  interpellations  presented  by  the  Cadets  and  the 
Labour  group  with  regard  to  the  closure  of  the 
Medical  Academy  and  to  the  statute  of  the  new  Army 
Medical  School,  the  constitution  of  which  bristles 
with  illegalities. 


PROSECUTION  FOR  DUMA  SPEECH. 
Impending  Trial  of  M.  Kuznetsoff. 

Imperial  sanction  has  been  given  to  the  decision 
of  the  First  Department  of  the  Council  of  State  to 
commit  M.  Kuznetsoff,  member  of  the  third  Duma, 
before  the  Supreme  Criminal  Court  on  a  charge  of 
having  libelled  his  fellow-deputy,  M.  Gololoboff. 
The  indictment  is  to  be  drawn  up  by  the  Chief  Pro- 
curator of  the  Criminal  Cassation  Department  of  the 

Senate.  ,      ...  f 

Sanction  has  also  been  given  to  the  decision  of 
the  First  Department  to  inslitute  a  preliminary 
inquiry  into  the  case  of  the  thirty-four  deputies  of  the 
third  Duma  who  had  appended  their  signatures  to 
the  interpellation  that  contained  the  alleged  libel  upon 
Deputy  Gololoboff.  This  preliminary  inquiry  is  to 
be  conducted  by  Senator  Shulguin. 


The  Governor  of  Kiev  has  refused  M.  Shingarcff,  a 
prominent  Cadet  deputy,  permission  to  deliver  a 
lecture  on  the  fourth  Duma  for  which  arrangements 
had  been  made. 

The  Cadets  have  drafted  a  Press  liill  which 
demands  the  abolition  of  the  Censorship,  together 
with  the  restrictions  placed  on  the  Press,  without 
judicial  process,  in  virtue  cf  the  Okhrana  Regulations. 

The  Holy  Synod  has  addressed  a  circular  to  the 
Bishops  requesting  them  to  report  on  the  degree  of 
the  prevalence  of  hooliganism  in  their  dioceses,  the 
causes  of  its  development,  and  the  measures  taken 
locally  by  the  clerical  and  lay  authorities  against  the 
spread  of  the  evil. 


A    NAVY  OUTRAGE. 

How  the  Seeds  of  Sedition  are  Sown  in 
the  Fleet. 

One  has  not  to  seek  far  for  the  causes  of  the  dis- 
orders that  are  constantly  manifesting  themselve  in 
the  Russian  Navy.  The  following  is  typical  of  what 
takes  place  on  board  a  Russian  battleship. 

The  trial  was  recently  held  at  Archangelsk  of 
Captain  Stavrovsky,  a  naval  officer,  and  sixteen  sailors 
belonging  to  his  crew.  The  officer  was  charged  with 
assault,  and  the  sailors  with  having  organised  a  three 
days'  hunger-strike  by  way  of  protest. 

The  facts,  as  stated  in  the  indictment,  were  that  on 
Christmas  Eve  Stavrovsky  struck  a  sailor  named 
Philipoff  in  the  presence  of  his  subordinate  officers. 
The  crew  decided  to  protest.  When  meal-time 
came  they  sat  down  in  orderly  fashion  at  the  tables, 
but  refrained  from  touching  a  morsel  of  food,  and 
declared  that  they  would  continue  to  do  so  until  they 
were  allowed  to  see  the  Public  Prosecutor.  After 
three  days  of  this  the  Public  Prosecutor  sent  for  a 
doctor,  who  certified  that  Philipoff's  right  eye  was 
injured  and  his  body  cut  about.  Stavrovsky,  it 
appeared,  had  fired  at  him  point-blank  with  his 
revolver,  and  only  by  an  accident  had  not  killed  him. 
By  the  Captain  s  order  the  wounded  sailor  was 
stripped  naked  and  dragged  off  to  an  unwarmed 
cell  where  the  temperature  was  40  degrees  below 
zero,  and  left  there  with  his  clothes,  which  had  pre- 
viously been  soaked  in  water  and  were  frozen  stiff. 
Shortly  afterwards  Philipoff  was  found  to  be  a  raving 
lunatic. 

The  court  acquitted  Captain  Stavrovsky,  but  each 
of  the  sailors  was  sentenced  to  three  and  a  half 
years'  disciplinary  drill. 


RUSSIA   AND  FINLAND. 

The  Finnish  Diet  has  passed  in  its  final  form  the 
Bill  for  granting  trade  licences  to  natives  of  Russia 
on  the  same  conditions  as  to  the  natives  of  Finland, 
and  has  also  approved  the  Bill  for  granting  to  natives 
of  Russia  the  right  to  participate  in  the  communal 
administration. 

The  City  Court  of  Yiborg  has  been  called  upon 
by  the  Governor,  M.  von  Faller,  to  appoint  a  successor 
to  the  recently-arrested  member  of  that  Court,  Colonel 
Lukander. 

The  same  Governor  has  fined  the  Mayor  of  Terioki 
1,000  marks  for  his  failure  to  produce  some  docu- 
ments in  connection  with  the  introduction  of  the 
Imperial  Equality  Law. 


AN   ILLEGAL  BOUQUET. 


The  new  Yice-Governor  of  Kharkov  is  putting 
down  sedition  in  his  province  with  a  firm  hand,  and 
has  just  succeeded  in  frustrating  what  was  evidently 
a  most  dangerous  plot. 

At  a  farewell  performance  given  by  a  dramatic 
company  the  admirers  of  the  leading  actor  were 
about  to  present  him  with  a  bouquet  tied  with  pink 
silk  ribbon.  But,  fortunately  for  the  safety  of  the 
Empire,  the  watchful  Yice-Governor  was  present  at 
the  theatre,  and  prevented  the  nefarious  deed  in  the 
nick  of  time  by  ordering  the  immediate  confiscation 
of  the  bouquet,  on  the  ground  of  "  the  illegal  colour 
of  the  ribbon." 


THE   PENALTY   OF  EMIGRATION. 


Ignoring  the  opinion  of  the  First  Department  of 
the  Senate,  the  Cabinet  has  resolved  not  to  extend 
the  benefit  of  remission  of  fines  conferred  by  the 
Tercentenary  Ukase  to  Jewish  parents  upon  whom  a 
fine  of  300  roubles  is  imposed  in  case  of  any  of  their 
sons  not  presenting  himself  for  military  service. 
These  fines,  it  should  be  stated,  are  inflicted  on 
parents  whose  sons  emigrated  from  Russia  before 
their  time  for  military  service  was  reached. 


CRIME  STATISTICS. 


According  to  statistics  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Justice,  the  number  of  criminals  during  the  period 
1904  to  iq  10  amounted  to  736,000,  the  smallest  pro- 
portion falling  to  Poland  and  the  Western  provinces, 
while  the  largest  proportion  of  criminals  to  the 
general  population  was  found  in  the  Yolga  and  the 
North-Kastern  governments. 


About  a  hundred  exiles  who  have  been  living  under 
police  supervision  at  Tumen,  after  the  completion  of 
their  sentences,  are  to  be  deported  to  more  remote 
spots  of  Siberia,  and  are  thus  threatened  with  ruin 
through  their  enforced  removal  from  the  place  where 
they  have  been  able  to  cam  a  scanty  livelihood. 
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THE    NEW    PRESS  BILL. 

We  have  been  favoured  with  some  further 
details  of  the  new  Press  Bill  which  the  Govern- 
ment intends  to  present  to  the  Duma.  Some  of 
the  provisions  of  this  measure,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, were  foreshadowed  a  few  weeks  ago  by  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  in  his  much-discussed 
Temps  interview.  On  that  occasion  he  announced 
that  in  future,  according  to  the  Government's 
proposals,  the  Censor's  office  was  to  be  supplied 
with  a  copy  of  every  journal  three  hours  before 
its  publication.  Xo  preliminary  prohibition  was 
to  be  issued  in  the  event  of  the  paper  containing 
anything  offensive  to  the  authorities,  but,  having" 
thus  been  forewarned,  the  Censor  could  take 
eifective  action  to  prevent  the  dissemination  of 
uudesirable  matter  by  seizing  the  copies  as  they 
left  the  press.  We  have  already  drawn  attention 
to  the  fatally  repressive  nature  of  this  provision. 
Its  effect  will  be  to  muzzle  the  Press  more  securely 
thanever,and  torevivetheconditionof  inarticulate 
impotence  that  existed  before  the  signing  of  the 
October  Manifesto.  There  is  no  return  here  to 
the  preliminary  censorship,  claims  M.  Maklakoff ; 
anything  may  still  be  printed.  But  where  is 
the  use  of  printing  if  publication  is  denied  ?  The 
position  under  the  new  scheme  may  be  summed 
up  by  saying  that  while  the  press  is  free  the 
Press  is  fettered. 

There  is  evidently,  however,  some  fear  that 
this  method  of  control  will  not  always  prove 
effective,  and  that  means  will  be  found  for  the 
distribution  of  prohibited  issues.  Accordingly 
severe  penalties  are  to  be  imposed  on  those  who 
transgress,  and  the  nature  of  these  penalties  has 
just  been  announced.  The  author  of  an  offend- 
ing paragraph  or  article  is,  on  conviction,  to 
undergo  imprisonment ;  and  when  it  is  borne  in 
mind  that  the  most  ordinary  criticism  of  the 
Government  or  of  a  State  official  constitutes  an 
"  offence,"  it  will  be  realised  that  the  prospect 
for  journalists  is  extremely  black.  For  the 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  paper  an  amazing 
scale  of  fines  has  been  devised.  For  every  copy 
of  an  offending  number  issued  they  are  to  pay 
half  a  rouble.  Thus  in  the  event  of  a  paper  like 
the  Retch,  which  has  a  very  considerable  circula- 
tion, running  foul  of  official  susceptibilities,  and 
the  Censor's  vigilance  being  temporarily  relaxed, 
a  fine  running  into  thousands  of  pounds  will  be 
imposed.  Further,  as  M.  Maklakoff  informed 
the  Temps  interviewer,  a  journal  that  has  once 
been  fined  will  be  compelled  to  deposit  a  large 
sum  as  a  guarantee  for  the  payment  of  future 
penalties,  and  only  so  long  as  that  sum  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  authorities  will  it  be  allowed  to 
continue  publication.  The  natural  result  of 
these  prohibitive  provisions  will  be  that  many 
unfortunate  papers  will  be  crushed  out  of 
existence.  And  what  a  powerful  weapon  is 
here  placed  in  the  hands  of  unscrupulous 
officials !  Supposing  that  for  some  reason  or 
other  dislike  is  taken  to  a  certain  publication, 
there  is  an  obvious  and  infallible  method  .  of 
wreaking  vengeance  upon  it.  The  Censor  has 
only  to  be  induced  to  close  his  eyes  on  the  first 
reading  to  some  "  indictable  "  phrase,  and  to  allow 
the  whole  issue  containing  it  to  be  distributed, 
and  a  huge  fine  may  be  extracted  in  consequence. 
If  a  first  application  of  this  treatment  does  not 
have  the  desired  effect]  of  killing  the  journal,  it 
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may  be  repeated  indefinitely  until  the  end  is 
reached.  We  shudder  to  think  of  the  fate  in 
store  for  some  of  the  provincial  newspapers  if 
this  measure  becomes  law. 

It  is  true  that  in  another  respect  a  welcome 
departure  is  proposed.  At  present  newspapers 
and  those  connected  with  them  may  be  dealt  with 
by  summary  process,  without  trial  and  without 
recourse  to  the  courts  of  law.  The  local  admi- 
nistrative authorities  may  fine,  confiscate,  and 
imprison  at  their  own  unfettered  discretion  on 
any  ground  suggested  by  their  sense  of  pro- 
priety, and  against  their  sentence  there  is  no 
appeal.  It  is  now  recommended  that  the  ordinary 
judicial  procedure  shall  supersede  this  highly 
undesirable  practice.  That  is  a  point  to  the  good, 
although  we  fear  that  it  offers  no  substantial 
guarantee  against  injustice.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  Russian  courts  of  law,  from  the  Senate  down- 
wards, are  more  or  less  tools  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive  powers,  whose  wishes  they  readily 
interpret  and  obsequiously  serve.  In  the  case  of 
the  Press  there  are  all  the  greater  facilities  offered 
for  outraging  justice,  since  it  is  not  precisely 
defined  what  class  or  classes  of  written  matter 
come  into  the  category  of  offences  ;  a  glance  down 
the  selected  list  of  repressive  acts  we  publish 
each  week  will  convince  the  reader  how  elastic  a 
sense  of  their  functions  is  displayed  in  this  con- 
nection by  the  author  .ies.  Xo  Press  Bill,  there- 
fore, nan  b<»  at  a))  co^' Jjcq «*-o>"t  w}iifli  rIr»o«  not  lay 
down  a  very  clear  ruling  on  this  all-important 
point.  For  the  rest,  we  cannot  believe  that  the 
Duma  will  pass  this  measure,  except  after  very 
drastic  amendment.  The  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
indeed,  informed  his  interviewer  that  he  antici- 
pated difficulty  in  the  Chamber,  and  seemed  to 
hint  that  in  the  event  of  rejection  other  means 
would  be  employed  to  carry  the  project  into 
execution.  That  opens  up  an  interesting  prospect, 
for  if  an  attempt  is  made  to  pass  the  Bill  into 
law  over  the  head  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  same 
way  that  the  late  M.  Stolypin  promulgated  his 
Western  Zemstvos  Act,  we  do  not  think  the 
country  will  tolerate  it.  The  Russian  people  is 
slowly  but  surely  arriving  at  a  consciousness  of 
its  power,  and  the  methods  that  succeeded  even 
two  years  ago  will  not  succeed  to-day.  Thus 
the  introduction  of  the  Government's  Press  Bill 
into  the  Duma  and  the  result  of  that  body's  atti- 
dude  towards  it  bid  fair  to  engross  the  public 
attention  in  the  near  future,  which  is  pregnant 
with  a  whole  litter  of  possibilities. 


HOW  TO  COPE  WITH  DISORDER. 

Ingenious  Invention   for  Controlling 
Deputies. 


A  Russian  engineer  has  offered  to  instal  in  the 
Duma  an  apparatus  of  his  invention,  which  is 
designed,  by  the  mere  pressure  of  a  button,  to 
render  it  impossible  for  any  Deputy  to  rise  to  his 
feet.  In  this  way,  he  claims,  all  demonstrations  and 
unseemly  scenes  can  be  prevented.  M.  Rodzianko, 
the  President  of  the  Duma,  submitted  the  offer  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Presidential  Board.  The 
latter,  however,  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  Duma 
could  dispense  with  such  an  appliance. 


The  sentence  passed  on  December  27th  last  by  the 
High  Court  of  Kiev  on  Lieut. -Col.  Kulabko  had 
already  been  automatically  reduced  to  10  months 
and  20  days  by  the  Tercentenary  Manifesto.  By 
special  Imperial  Order,  Lieut. -Col.  Kulabko's  sentence 
has  now  been  further  reduced  to  four  months. 


[One  Penny. 


PRISON  ATROCITIES. 


Terrible  Secrets  of  the  "  Punishment-cell  " 
Revealed. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  16th. 

In  spite  of  protests  and  interpellations,  the  most 
shocking  reports  continue  to  arrive  from  the  prisons 
and  places  of  exile.  Many  of  these  cannot  be  pub- 
lished fully  in  Russia.  One  of  the  Opposition  groups 
in  the  Duma  has  thus  received  a  request  from  the 
convict  prison  of  Schluesselburg  to  call  attention  to 
the  awful  conditions  prevailing  there. 

"  The  use  of  the  punishment-cell,"  write  the 
prisoners,  "  has  been  turned  into  a  regular  system. 
They  consign  one  there  for  every  trifle,  without  pay- 
ing any  attention  to  the  prisoner's  state  of  health. 
Epileptics,  sufferers  from  heart  disease,  consumptive 
patients,  &c,  are  all  punished  in  this  way.  Of  those 
who  were  sentenced  last  June  to  thirty  days  in  the 
punishment-cell  for  protesting  against  flogging  and 
the  generally  cruel  regime,  many  were  stricken  down 
before  the  expiration  of  their  term,  and  some  had  to 
be  carried  off  to  the  hospital.  The  prisoner  Skoro- 
dumoff,  who  was  extremely  ill  even  before  he  was 
sent  to  ithe  punishment-cell,  was  kept  there  for 
twenty-eight  days.  He  was  at  last  taken  to  the 
hospital,  after  he  had  been  unable  to  stir  at  all  for 
several  days,  and  he  died  shortly  afterwards.  His 
death  followed  that  of  the  prisoner  Sapojnikoff,  who 
had  also  been  transferred  to  the  hospital  from  the 
punishment-cell,  and  whose  chains  were  only 
removed  when  the  death  agony  had  already  set  in. 

"  Nor  are  these  the  only  deaths  brought  on  or  accele- 
rated by  the  punishment-cell,  for  the  same  fate  has 
befallen  the  prisoners  Sikorsky,  Timofyeoff,  Budanoff, 
Yefimoff ,  Kurageff,  and  others.  Twenty  to  thirty  days' 
confinement  in  the  punishment-cell  is  quite  an  ordi- 
nary occurrence.  During  1912  out.of  a  group  of  sixty 
prisoners,  among  whom  were  forty-seven  politicals, 
as  many  as  fifty  were  kept  in  the  punishment  cell 
for  a  total  of  2,463  clays.  Cases  of  ttirashing  are  by 
no  means  uncommon. 

"  The  Deportation  Law  is  absolutely  disregarded, 
and  years  pass  without  the  prisoners  ever  being 
unchained.  All  those  who  have  once  been  placed  in 
the  punishment-cell  are  deprived  of  the  benefit  of 
a  reduction  of  their  sentence.  The  prison  governor 
acts  on  the  assumption  that  nobody  will  ever  get  to 
hear  about  what  goes  on.  He  is  in  the  habit  of 
addressing  new  arrivals  in  the  following  fashion  : — 

"  '  With  me  thirty  days  is  the  smallest  punishment. 
Next  comes  a  hundred  strokes,  and,  if  you  should 
get  tired  of  living,  there  are  the  towels  at  your  dis- 
posal'— which  is  as  much  as  to  say,  '  You  may  hang 
yourself.'  " 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  utterances  of  the 
Right  in  the  Duma,  as  well  as  of  several  Ministers, 
in  defence  of  the  most  cruel  measures  taken  against 
political  opponents  are  regarded  by  subordinate 
officials  as  a  guarantee  of  impunity.  The  prisons 
have  been  handed  over  to  perfectly  brutalised  men, 
who  do  as  they  like  with  the  prisoners. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  it  is  precisely 
this  savagery  displayed  by  the  authorities  that  creates 
the  cruelty  practised  among  the  masses— the  so-called 
"  khouliganism,"  which  the  Government  is  about  to 
combat  by  means  of  fines  and  imprisonment. 


PRIVATE    SCHOOLS    IN  POLAND. 


The  Interpellations  Committee  of  the  Duma  has 
disallowed  the  interpellation  of  the  Polish  party  on 
the  arbitrary  orders  issued  by  the  scholastic  authori- 
ties for  the  purpose  of  restricting  private  schools 
within  the  Kingdom  of  Poland. 

In  view  of  this  rejection,  M.  Karauloff  (Progressist) 
has  declined  to  act  as  reporter  on  the  subject,  and 
M.  Safonoff  (Octobri-t)  has  been  elected  in  his  stead. 


The  Assistant-Governor  of  the  Stavropol  prison  has 
been  committed  for  trial  on  charges  of  having  extorted 
money  and  taken  bribes  from  prisoners  and  their 
relatives. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


RUSSIAN  IMPERIALISM. 


I.— The  Motives  of  Territorial  Expansion. 


The  celebration  of  the  Tercentenary  of  the  great 
Romanoff  dynasty  evoked  thousands  of  enthusiastic 
articles  in  both  the  Russian  and  the  general  Euro- 
pean Press.  In  looking  over  these  panegyrics  we 
find  that  their  authors  expatiate  with  special  enthu- 
siasm on  the  wonderful  destiny  of  Russia,  which 
from  a  wean  and  once  small  State  has  been  trans- 
formed under  the  sceptre  of  the  Romanoffs  into  a 
great  and  mighty  Empire,  covering  a  sixth  part  of 
the  world's  territory  with  a  continuous  mass  of  popu- 
lation. While  enlarging  in  inllated  phrases  on 
Russia's  external  greatness,  and  on  the  exceptionally 
rapid  progress  of  her  power  under  the  sovereign 
guidance  of  the  Romanoffs,  the  panegyrists  endea- 
vour to  pass  over  the  question  of  the  internal  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  and  do  not  even  as  much  as  tell 
us  whether  the  prosperity  of  the  masses  has  made 
any  progress  during  those  centuries  in  proportion  to 
the  territorial  growth  of  the  State. 

Indeed,  it  would  hardly  have  been  convenient  at 
such  a  solemn  moment  to  dwell  on  the  internal 
condition  of  a  country  where,  out  of  a  popula- 
tion of  150  millions,  over  120  millions  are  unable 
to  read  or  write  ;  where  over  200,000  so-called 
political  "  criminals  "  languish  in  prison,  penal  servi- 
tude, or  exile ;  where  3,257  executions  have  taken 
place  within  the  last  seven  years  ;  where  the  condi- 
tions of  life  are  so  hard  that  the  number  of  suicides 
increases  from  day  to  day,  even  among  children  ; 
where  every  year  a  million  and  a  half  persons  become 
the  victims  of  a  lack  of  sanitary  provision  ;  where 
the  various  nationalities  are  stilled  ;  where  Finland, 
Poland,  and  the  Caucasus  are  russianised  by  force  ; 
where  the  Jews  are  hounded  down  like  wild  beasts  ; 
where  terrible  pogroms  are  possible,  as  in  the  darkest 
periods  of  the  Middle  Ages  ;  and  where  the  Govern- 
ment is  capable  of  raising  against  the  unhappy,  tor- 
mented Jewish  nation  shameless  accusations  of  ritual 
murder. 

The   Path   of  Conquest. 

And  so  these  flattering  pens,  in  order  to  divert 
attention  from  those  sides  of  Russian  life  which 
might  give  rise  to  undesirable  opinions,  dilate  with 
all  the  more  energy  upon  the  external  greatness  of 
the  Empire,  which,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Tsars, 
has  successively  crushed  Sweden,  Poland,  and 
Turkey,  and  has  conquered  the  Caucasus,  Bokhara, 
Khiva,  Central  Asia,  and  so  forth.  They  tell  us  hew, 
in  spite  of  the  failure  of  the  Russo-Japanese  war, 
Russia  continues  to  grow  before  our  eyes,  subjecting 
Mongolia  and  Persia  to  her  influence  ;  how  she  has 
raised  her  prestige  in  the  Balkans  and  throughout 
Europe,  and  how  she  is  regaining  from  day  to  day 
the  universal  hegemony  which  had  seemed  to  slip 
out  of  her  hands.  M.  Menshikoff  already  anticipates 
the  day  when  "  in  the  process  of  her  extension  Russia 
will  reach  southward  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  in  Central 
Asia  the  great  Chinese  Wall  and  the  Himalayas." 

Since,  therefore,  all  the  talk  at  present  is  of  Russia's 
external  greatness,  her  boundless  dimensions,  her 
enormous  Army,  her  past  victories  over  Turkey  and 
Sweden,  her  present  international  position — in  short, 
of  Russia's  foreign  policy,  of  Russian  Imperialism — 
let  us,  too,  dwell  on  this  subject. 

What  is  Russian  Imperialism,  and  whose  interests 
dees  it  represent  ?  What  are  the  means  used  by 
Russian  diplomacy  to  realise  its  aim  of  conquering 
and  subjecting  to  the  house  of  Romanoff  all  the 
adjacent  weak  countries,  and  of  attaining  Russian 
hegemony  in  Europe  ? 

The   Interests   of  Landowners. 

Russian  Imperialism,  the  Russian  policy  of  con- 
quest, differs  sharply  from  that  of  the  great  modern 
industrial  States — from  British,  German,  or  American 
Imperialism,  which  is  chiefly  impelled  by  the  irre- 
sistible growth  of  productive  forces,  by  the  deep 
and  living  interests  of  trade  and  manufactures,  by 
the  needs  of  feverishly  developing  industries  in 
search  of  markets  for  their  surplus  production.  The 
specific  character  of  Russian  Imperialism  is  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  it  is  impelled,  not  so  much  by 
trading  and  industrial  interests,  as  by  those  of  the 
large  landowner  class.  While,  for  instance,  in  the 
I'nited  States,  where  no  survivals  even  of  feudalism, 
serfdom,  and  nobility  exist,  the  Army  and  the 
bureaucracy  are  the  obedient  instruments  of  the 
trading  and  industrial  classes,  in  Russia,  which  stands 
at  the  opposite  pole,  the  reins  of  government  are  held 
in  the  hands  of  a  class  of  the  past,  of  the  Union  of 
the  Landed  Nobility.  This  cardinal  fact  of  the  land- 
owners hegemony  over  all  the  other  classes  of  the 
population,  which  sets  its  peculiar  stamp  on  the 
internal  policy  of  Russia,  is  also  reflected  in  her 
foreign  policy,  in  her  Imperialism. 

The  whole  foreign  policy  of  Russia  finds  expression 
merely  in  adventures,  and  in  the  continuous  conquest 
of  new  lands  which  are  quite  useless  to  this  already 
swollen  country.  It  is  the  typical  policy  of  the  big 
landowners,  greedy  for  the  acquisition  of  new  terri- 
tories for  the  purpose  of  appropriating  the  best  plots 


and  establishing  there  vast  latilundia.  The  entire 
Russian  Press  was  once  full  of  the  notorious  appro- 
priation of  the  Bashkir  lands,  and  the  same  procedure 
was  witnessed,  on  a  varying  scale,  in  the  Caucasus, 
in  Turkestan,  and  throughout  Central  Asia. 

As  for  Manchuria,  official  documents  testify  to  the 
application  of  torture  and  cruel  corporal  punishment 
even  in  the  case  of  Chinese  mandarins,  to  say  nothing 
of  common  folk,  for  refusing  to  part  with  some  plot 
of  land  coveted  by  a  Russian,  though  it  was  the 
undisputed  property  of  its  occupier.  That  is  why 
Russia  wanted  Manchuria,  where  her  industrial  inte- 
rests are  insignificant  even  now.  While  in  1908  the 
total  Russian  exports  to  Manchuria  amounted  to 
S  million  roubles,  the  annual, loss  on  the  working  of 
the  Eastern  China  Railway  alone  reached  26  million 
roubles,  the  total  expense  on  the  territory  traversed 
by  that  line  amounting  to  a  milliard  and  a  half  roubles. 
The  insignificant  Russian  exports  to  Manchuria  do  not 
even  cover  the  railway  expenditure  alone,  and  arc- 
hardly  likely  to  do  so  at  any  time.  That  is  not  all. 
In  his  report  on  the  possibilities  of  Russian  trade  in 
the  Far  East  M.  Merkuloff  has  demonstrated  that 
Russian  manufactures  could  only  compete  in  Man- 
churia with  foreign  goods  on  condition  lliat  the 
Government  provided  free  carriage  'or  such  manu- 
factures both  by  rail  and  sea. 

Officials   the   Chief  Export. 

The  chief,  and  sometimes  the  sole,  article  of 
export  cared  for  by  the  foreign  policy  of  Russia, 
which  is  identical  with  that  of  the  bureaucracy,  is 
neither  cotton,  nor  iron,  nor  coal,  but  the  tchinovntk 
(Government  official),  in  the  form  of  a  Governor, 
retired  Commissary,  Captain  of  Gendarmerie,  or 
some  other  scion  of  the  noble  class  who  has  failed  to 
find  a  snug  corner  at  home,  and  is  now  whiling 
away  the  time  in  a  borderland  on  a  doubled  or 
trebled  salary,  increased  by  travelling  and  lodging 
allowances  and  other  State  emoluments. 

This  policy  of  piracy,  this  greed  of  the  bureaucrats 
and  landowners  for  every  ill-defended  landed  pro- 
perty, found  its  most  striking  illustration  in  all 
those  adventures  which  preceded  the  Russo-Japanese 
War.  In  Asia  Minor,  Persia,  Afghanistan,  Pamir, 
Chinese  Turkestan,  Tibet,  Manchuria,  Korea,  and 
on  the  shore  of  the  Japanese  Sea — everywhere 
intrigues  were  carried  on,  and  reckless  sums  were 
spent  on  bribes,  banks,  and  useless  concessions. 
Everywhere  railways  were  built  and  projected, 
which  the  Alexeieffs  and  Bezobrazoffs  of  the  Empire 
were  anxious  to  capture  ;  and  beyond  all  this  was 
the  cherished  dream  of  getting  hold  of  India  and 
China.  * 

Even  the  debacle  on  the  fields  of  Manchuria  could 
only  produce  a  temporary  halt  in  the  development 
of  this  mad  and  monstrous  policy. 

M.  P. 

{To  be  continued.) 


CLOSED   MEDICAL  ACADEMY. 

Duma  Refuses  Grant  for  the  New  Army 
School. 

The  transformation  of  the  Medical  Academy  into  a 
military  institution  has  been  inaugurated  by  the 
somewhat  peculiar  "reform"  of  closing  its  doors  to 
science.  All  the  scientific  bodies  which  used  to  hold 
their  meetings  on  the  Academy  premises  are  now 
homeless,  owing  to  the  prohibition  of  all  meetings 
within  the  precincts  of  the  "  reformed  "  institution. 

The  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  of  the  linns, 
telegraphing  on  Sunday,  states  that  the  last  act  of 
the  Duma  session  before  the  Easter  adjournment  was 
the  creation  of  an  interesting  Parliamentary  precedent. 
The  Oct' ibrists  joined  the  Opposition  in  voting  against 
the  Government  credits  for  the  Army  Medical 
Academy,  and  secured  their  rejection.  The  Octobrist 
action,  adds  the  correspondent,  was  partly  in  the 
nature  of  a  protest,  but  it  represents  the  assertion  of 
the  budgetary  rights  of  Parliament. 

The  Duma  has  resolved  by  143  votes  to  97  (the 
minority  being  composed  of  the  Right  and  the 
Nationalists)  to  adopt  the  interpellation  on  the  trans- 
formation of  the  Army  Medical  Academy. 

A  discharged  student,  named  Glotoff,  who  had 
applied  for  admission  to  the  new  Academy,  has  com- 
mitter! suicide,  leaving  a  letter  in  which  he  explains 
that  he  was  driven  to  this  act  by  a  sense  of  shame 
and  remorse  for  having  so  degraded  himself  as  to 
take  such  a  step. 


AN    OPPRESSIVE  RULE. 

Governor  Muratoff  has  sent  an  order  to  the  Kursk 
Exchange  Committee  prohibiting  the  future  issue  of 
market  lists  unless  they  have  first  been  signed  by  an 
official  responsible  editor.  These  lists,  he  states, 
being  periodical  publications,  must  submit  to  the 
same  formalities  as  any  other  "  Press  organ." 

The  merit  of  the  innovation  belongs  entirely  to 
Governor  Muratoff,  for  nowhere  else  docs  such  a 
rule  prevail.  The  Kursk  Exchange  Committee  has 
resolved  to  appeal  to  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Industry  against  the  Governor's  ruling. 


PERIL    OF  PANSLAVISM. 

Government  Finds   Nationalist  Agitation 
Inconvenient. 


[From  Olk  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  16th. 

The  dinner  of  the  Slavonic  Society  provides  a 
fruitful  topic  for  conversation  in  St.  Petersburg.  In 
Court  circles,  particularly  among  the  persons  who 
surround  the  Dowager  Empress,  there  is  a  strong 
desire  for  a  more  active  policy  on  the  part  of  Russia 
in  the  Balkans.  Such  opponents  of  the  cautious 
policy  of  M.  Sa/.onoff  and  M.  Kokovtsoff  are  to  be 
found  among  the  Ministers  themselves,  and  it  was 
owing  to  this  want  of  agreement  in  its  own  midst 
that  the  Government,  which  otherwise  is  not  accus- 
tomed to  allow  any  expression  of  public  opinion  that 
differs  from  its  own,  had  to  put  up  with  rather  sharp 
criticism  on  the  part  of  the  Slavophiles. 

But  after  the  street  demonstrations  it  was  seen 
that  matters  had  gone  too  far,  since  anti-Government 
criticisms  and  demonstrations  are  calculated,  and 
indeed  are  already  beginning,  to  awaken  in  the 
masses  of  the  people  an  echo  that  bears  more 
resemblance  to  sympathy  with  a  Revolution  than 
with  official  patriotism.  In  article  after  article  the 
semi-official  Rossia  endeavoured  to  convince  the 
Right  parties  that  by  their  action  they  were 
arousing  revolutionary  tendencies  among  the  people. 
The  Extreme  Right  paid  immediate  attention  to  the 
warning,  and  their  organ,  the  Zemschina,  suddenly 
changing  its  tone,  took  up  the  defence  of  M. 
Kokovtsoff's  policy  in  general,  and  M.  Sazonoff's 
Balkan  policy  in  particular. 

It  was  not  so  easy,  however,  to  appease  the  other 
Right  party,  the  Nationalists,  who  consider  them- 
selves to  be  the  heirs  of  the  old  Slavophiles,  and 
whose  members  took  a  leading  part  in  all  the  recent 
manifestations.  Their  intellectual  level,  however,  is 
very  low,  and  hardly  one  of  their  orators  is  able  to 
realise  the  possible  consequences  of  his  utterances. 
At  their  last  dinner,  becoming  more  and  more 
inflamed  by  their  own  speeches,  two  of  their  orators, 
MM.  Savenko  and  Vergun,  exceeded  the  limits  of 
what  they  had  probably  intended.  While  describing 
M.  Kokovtsoff's  policy  as  Austrophile,  they  said  that 
if  the  Tsar  had  been  devoted  to  the  National  idea  he 
should  have  packed  such  Ministers  off  to  Vienna. 
But  another  Nationalist  Deputy,  M.  V.  N.  Lvoft, 
gave  M.  Kokovtsoff  information  of  these  proceedings, 
and  the  latter  in  his  turn  made  a  detailed  report  to 
the  Tsar,  declaring  that  the  Nationalist  party  had 
assumed  a  demeanour  that  was  too  inconvenient  for 
the  Government.  There  was  some  talk  of  the  speakers 
at  the  Slavonic  dinner  being  prosecuted  as  political 
offenders  by  virtue  of  Article  129  of  the  Penal  Code  ; 
but  the  matter  is  not  likely  to  be  followed  up. 

At  the  present  moment  a  Court  of  Honour  is 
settling  the  account  between  the  two  Nationalist 
members,  MM.  Savenko  and  Lvoff,  and  its  decision 
will  probably  put  an  end  to  the  matter. 


THE   LENA  ANNIVERSARY. 


Numerous  searches  and  arrests  have  taken  place 
in  St.  Petersburg,  among  students  and  workmen,  in 
connection  with  contemplated  or  suspected  meet- 
ings in  commemoration  of  the  victims  of  the  Lena 
massacre. 

On  April  17th,  the  first  anniversary  of  the  mas- 
sacre, some  45,000  workmen  in  St.  Petersburg 
declared  a  one  day's  strike  and  indulged  in  street 
demonstrations.  During  the  night,  in  consequence, 
the  metropolitan  police-stations  were  crowded  with 
prisoners. 


AGRARIAN  RIOTS. 


Agrarian  disputes  have  assumed  a  grave  aspect  in 
theTersk  province  of  the  Caucasus.  A  crowd  of  some 
four  hundred  peasants  of  the  village  of  Kadgaron, 
led  by  their  elected  elders,  invaded  the  Farnieff 
estate,  where  they  carried  out  a  pogrom.  After 
devastating  the  farm,  they  marched  to  the  Ossetine 
village  of  D/.narkan,  which  they  razed  to  the  ground. 
All  the  houses  were  destroyed  and  several  mills 
burnt  down. 

Forty  peasants  are  now  under  arrest. 

In  the  government  of  Minsk  eighteen  peasants 
have  been  arrested  for  disorders  committed  in  the 
village  of  Michalevo,  in  the  course  of  which  a  murder 
was  perpetrated. 


In  political  circles  in  St.  Petersburg  rumours  have 
again  been  circulated  of  the  impending  resignation  of 
M.  Sa/.onoff,  the  Foreign  Minister,  who  is  expected 
to  be  replaced  by  M.  Tcharykoff,  the  former  Ambas- 
sador at  Constantinople. 


April  23.  1913 
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NOTES. 



The  Cry  of  the  Prisoners. 

The  grim  narrative  of  prison  .atrocities  which 
our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  sends  us  this 

"week  comes  very  appropriately  at  a  time  when 
British  public  and  official  opinion  is  being 
appealed  to  on  behalf  of  the  Portuguese  prisoners. 
We  are,  of  course,  very  fully  in  sympathy  with 
the  agitation  that  has  been  raised  in  the  Times 
and  in  Parliament,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  it 

'is  fully  warranted  by  the  facts.  But  we  do 
submit  that  the  case  of  the  Russian  prisoners, 
whose  sufferings  date  back  many  years  pre- 
viously to  those  of  their  Portuguese  brethren  in 
affliction,  is  entitled  to  an  equal  if  not  to  a  pre- 
ferential hearing  in  this  country.    Tn  virtue  of 

[the  Anglo-Russian  Entente  we  certainly  have  a 
much  more  obvious  interest  in  Russian  than  in 

(Portuguese  affairs.    A  few  days  ago  Sir  Edward 

!&rev,  in  answer  to  a  question  in  the  House  of 
Commons  concerning  the  treatment  of  political 
orisoners  in  Portugal,  warned  the  Government 

,  )f  that  country  that  "  abuses  must  have  a  very 
mfavourable  effect  upon  public  opinion  and 
sympathies."  By  the  time  this  issue  has  gone 
;o  press  he  will  have  been  asked  a  similar 
question  in  regard  to  Russia,  and  we  trust 
that  on  this  occasion  he  will  have  subordinated 
his    elaborate    solicitude    for   Russian  official 

[susceptibilities  to  his  regard  for   justice  and 

j  humanity. 

;  Polish  Self-Government. 

I   The  Polish  Municipalities  Bill  passed  by  the 
;hird  Duma  has  now  been  adopted  by  the  Council 
pjf  State,  but  only  after  serious  amendment.  It 
will  be    remembered   that  this    measure  was 
rassed  through  the  Duma  as  a  kind  of  compen- 
sation to  the  Poles  for  the  grievance  of  the  Holm 
rAnnexation  Bill,  and  that,  while  the  latter  was 
rushed  at    top  speed  through  the   Council  of 
'state,  the  former,  with  consummate  treachery, 
>vas  indefinitely   shelved.    As   passed   by  the 
Ouma  it  was  far  from  being  an  ideal  piece  of 
egislation,  and  in  fact  bristled  with  inequalities  ; 
1  rat  even  with  its  blemishes  it  was  ardently 
|Lesired  by  the  Poles,  to  whom  the  privilege  of 
local  self-government  has  too  long  been  denied, 
t  might  be  imagined  that  the  Government,  with 
(he  prospect  of  a  war  with  Austria  still  fresh  in 
Its  eyes,  has  now  come  to  realise  the  suicidal 
plly  of  incurring  Polish  enmity.  As  one  speaker 
a  the  Upper  House  expressed  it,  Russia  now 
.as  to  see  that,  if  a  conflict  between  the  Slav  and 
rerman  worlds  ever  arises,  "  all  the  Slavs  are 
n  one  and  the  same  side."    But  to  conciliate 
;  'olish  opinion  it  has  a  very  long  way  to  go,  and 
Countless  wrongs  to  remedy.     The  passage  of 
l^he  Municipalities  Bill  in  a  form  acceptable  to 
tie  Poles  themselves  might  have  been  regarded 
3  an  earnest  of  a  new  policy,  and  from  this 
'ointofview  its  fate  in  the  Council  of  State, 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


which  is  usually  ready  enough  to  serve  the 
Government's  purpose,  was  awaited  with  keen 
interest. 

The  Language  Question. 

What  has  happened  is  that  one  of  the  most 
important  clauses  in  the  original  measure — that 
allowing  the  proceedings  of  the  new  municipal 
councils  to  be  conducted  in  the  Polish  language — 
has  been  rejected,  and  in  other  ways  the  Nation- 
alist element  which  is  so  powerfully  represented 
in  the  Upper  House  has  wrought  its  will. 
Naturally  this  will  lead  to  a  great  outcry  in 
Poland,  where  the  language  question  is  most 
acute.  In  the  schools  and  in  all  public  depart- 
ments the  restrictions  upon  the  use  of  Polish  are 
exceedingly  severe,  and  now,  if  the  Council  is  to 
have  its  way,  these  restrictions  are  to  be  per- 
petuated in  a  manner  that  must  rob  the  new 
measure  of  whatever  virtue  it  possessed  in 
Polish  eyes.  This  is  not  the  way  to  regain 
sympathies  that  have  long  been  alienated,  or  to 
create  that  "sense  of  solidarity  with  the  Russian 
people "  for  which  Baron  Rosen,  the  former 
Russian  Ambassador  to  the  United  States, 
pleaded  in  an  earnest  speech  before  the  Council. 
The  Duma,  of  course,  is  hardly  likely  to  accept 
the  amendment,  and  therefore  a  fresh  conflict 
between  the  two  Houses  appears  inevitable. 
What  part  the  Government  will  play  in  this 
matter  remains  to  be  seen.  It  is  quite  likely 
that  it  only  tolei'ated  the  language  clause  in  the 
Duma  in  the  knowledge  that  it  would  be  thrown 
out  in  the  Council  of  State.  That  was  a  favourite 
and  a  usually  successful  trick  in  the  days  of  the 
third  Duma,  but  it  has  less  chance  of  achieving 
its  object  nowadays.  The  rejection  of  the  Army 
Medical  Academy  credits  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment asked  is  sufficiently  eloquent  of  the  temper 
that  animates  the  present  Duma. 


Peasant  Potentialities. 

In  Changing  Russia,  the  latest  of  the  many 
books  dealing  with  Russian  life  which  have 
recently  been  placed  before  British  readers,  the 
author,  Mr.  Stephen  Graham,  expresses  the 
view  that  commercialism  is  a  taint  whose  con- 
sequences Russia  has  most  need  to  fear.  "  If,"  he 
says,  "  the  Tsar  and  his  advisers  are  not  wise 
enough  to  save  their  people  from  commercialism, 
they  will  certainly  bring  ruin  on  their  own 
heads."  He  advances  his  theory  in  the  following 
fashion : — 

"  Every  peasant  brought  into  a  factory  or  a 
mine  or  a  railway  is  one  man  subtracted  from 
the  forces  of  the  Tsar  and  one  added  to  the 
Social  Revolutionary  party.  Conditions  of  the 
employment  of  labour  are  so  bad  that  they 
preach  in  themselves  without  books  and  pam- 
phlets. Not  all  the  skill  and  courage,  brutality 
and  diplomacy  of  the  officials  will  stem  the 
flood."  . 

As  an  indictment  of  the  conditions  governing 
the  life  of  the  labouring  classes  in  Russia  this  is 
overwhelming.  It  is  evidently  regarded  as  a 
sheer  inevitability  that  an  industrial  worker 
should  become  a  revolutionary,  and  no  comment 
that  we  could  offer  could  add  to  the  terrible 
impressiveness  of  this  statement.  But  when  Mr. 
Graham  submits  by  implication  that  the  lot  of 
the  peasant  is  tolerably  happy  we  are  compelled 
to  join  issue  with  him.  A  glance  through  the 
files  of  Darkest  Russia  will  show  that  the  con- 
ditions prevailing  in  the  country  are  often  just 
as  bad  as  those  in  the  towns.  The  physical  and 
moral  degeneration  of  the  peasants  caused  by 
insufficient  and  unwholesome  food,  by  the  ravages 
of  epidemics,  by  State-fostered  alcoholism,  and 
other  evils  is  appalling.  If  it  is  true  that  at 
present  the  country  masses  are  not  an  element  of 
danger  to  the  Government,  it  is  not  because  they 
are  happy  and  contented,  but  because  they  have 
not  either  the  facilities  or  the  stamina  to  organise 
an  agitation.  As  for  the  influx  of  peasants  into 
the  towns  which  Mr.  Graham  dreads,  and  which 
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is  to  "  drown  the  Throne  in  blood,"  if  any- 
thing is  calculated  to  create  such  a  movement  it 
is  the  late  M.  Stolypin's  much-vaunted  Agrarian 
Law. 

Religious  Intolerance. 

In  our  last  two  issues  we  have  given  striking 
illustrations  of  the  intolerant  and  oppressive 
attitude  adopted  by  the  Russian  authorities 
towards  the  Baptists  and  other  Nonconformist 
sects.  In  vain  have  these  earnest  Christians  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  endeavoured  to  obtain 
permission  to  pray  in  their  own  chapels  ;  peti- 
tions and  protests  have  been  ineffectual,  and 
their  religious  houses  remain  closed.  Our  own 
reports  are  fully  borne  out  by  information 
received  by  the  Christian  World.  "  Letters  from 
all  parts  of  Russia,"  says  that  journal,  "  indicate 
that  bitter  and  severe  persecution  is  once  more 
the  order  of  the  day."  Many  Baptist  ministers 
and  other  officials  are  being  proceeded  against  in 
the  courts  of  law  on  the  most  trivial  and  unjusti- 
fiable grounds.  The  president  of  the  Evangelical 
Christian  Baptists  is  about  to  be  tried  on  a 
charge  of  "  want  of  respect  for  the  Holy 
Orthodox  clergy,"  and  another  member  of  the 
community  has  been  indicted  for  baptising  eight 
men  and  women  without  police  permission.  At 
Nicolaiev  and  elsewhere  Baptist  pastors  are 
undergoing  long  sentences  of  imprisonment  for 
so-called  blasphemy,  and  "  all  over  the  country 
meeting-houses  are  being  closed  and  congrega- 
tions scattered."  It  is  well  that  public  attention 
should  be  directed  to  these  events,  because  we 
believe  that  very  few  English  Christians  realise 
that  their  own  co-religionists  suffer  almost  as 
severely  from  official  oppression  in  Russia  as  do 
the  Jews  themselves.  We  have  on  previous 
occasions  indicated  the  value  of  Christian  protest 
for  bringing  the  Russian  Government  to  its 
senses,  and  we  trust  that  the  Nonconformist 
leaders  in  this  country  will  address  themselves 
to  the  task  of  crystallising  public  opinion  on  so 
vital  a  matter. 


GOVERNMENT'S   PRESS  BILL. 


Huge  Fines  for  Editors  and  Publishers. 


The  Press  Bill  prepared  by  the  Government  for 
submission  to  the  Duma  is  now  being  revised  by 
order  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Maklakoff. 
The  amended  measure  is  to  do  away  altogether  with 
penalties  imposed  by  administrative  process,  while  it 
increases  the  legal  responsibility  of  publishers,  editors, 
and  authors.  For  an  objectionable  article,  letter, 
caricature,  sketch,  feuilleton,  poem,  &c,  the  author 
is  to  undergo  imprisonment,  while  publishers  and 
editors  may  be  fined  50  kopeks  for  every  copy  of  the 
offending  issue  published.  Thus  a  newspaper  of 
which  10,000  copies  are  issued  will  be  liable  to  a 
fine  of  5,000  roubles  (^500),  while  in  respect  of  an 
issue  of  30,000  copies  the  fine  would  amount  to  no 
less  than  15,000  roubles. 


THE    DUMA  LIBRARY. 


In  spite  of  the  special  law  which  gives  the  Duma 
Library  the  right  to  possess  unexpurgated  copies 
of  all  publications,  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  obsti- 
nately ignores  this  rule,  with  the  result  that  many 
publications  only  reach  the  Duma  in  a  "  bowdlerised  " 
form.  Bishop  Anatolius,  the  Chairman  of  the  Library 
Committee,  has  now  been  informed  by  the  Ministry 
that  in  future  the  Duma  may  receive  in  an  unexpur- 
gated condition  only  those  foreign  publications  whose 
circulation  is  permitted  in  Russia.  Should,  however, 
any  of  the  authorised  foreign  publications  contain 
any  objectionable  attacks  on  religion  or  the  Sovereign 
power,  such  copies  will  only  be  passed  on  condition 
that  they  are  kept  in  bookcases  specially  reserved  for 
illegal  publications. 

The  Library  Committee  has  called  the  attention  of 
the  Duma  Presidium  to  the  matter,  and  has  charged 
Baron  Meyendorf  witli  the  task  of  drafting  an  inter- 
pellation on  this  arbitrary  decision  of  the  Ministry. 


The  Golos  Moskvy  reports  that,  owing  to  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  snow  and  the  premature  thaw  caused  by 
the  early  spring,  the  winter  sowings  have  been 
ruined  in  the  district  of  Tsaritsin,  which  is  thus 
threatened  by  a  failure  of  crops  for  the  fourth  year 
in  succession. 
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THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

Russian  Archbishop   Denounces  the 
"Ritual  Murder"  Myth. 

While  passing  through  Wilna,  Archbishop  Antonius 
of  Volhynia  was  interviewed  by  a  representative  of 
the  Syevero-Zapadny  Golos.  Asked  what  was  his 
attitude  towards  the  blood  accusation,  his  Eminence 
said  : — 

"  I  am  already  sick  and  tired  of  discussing  it. 
What  can  one  do  against  the  ignorance  of  the 
people  :  They  do  not  listen  to  me.  This  hostility 
towards  the  Jewish  people  is  an  evil  that  has  existed 
for  centuries,  and  has  always  operated  in  the  same 
way  ;  it  is  of  a  purely  political  character,  assuming 
monstrous  forms.  Oblivious  of  Christ,  the  people 
impute  to  the  Jews  such  a  grave  crime  as  ritual 
murder.  Popular  ignorance  goes  so  far  as  to  allege 
that  the  Holy  Writ  mentions  the  use  of  blood  by 
Jews  in  the  preparation  of  unleavened  cakes.  I  am 
disliked  by  the  '  Jewish  newspapers  '  ;  but  I  declare 
in  the  name  of  justice  that  the  Jews  have  no  need  of 
blood,  and  those  who  refer  to  the  Holy  Bible  do  not 
understand  what  is  written  therein. 

"  Many  people  say  that  there  merely  exists  among 
the  Jews  a  single  sect  which  uses  blood.  But  I 
declare  this,  too,  to  be  untrue.  If  such  a  sect  had 
really  existed,  it  could  not  have  escaped  the  notice  of 
the  Jews.  There  once  were  pagans  who  used 
human  blood,  but  they  must  not  be  confused  with 
the  jews.  And,  after  all,  even  those  pagans  are  no 
longer  in  existence." 

When  asked  what  he  thought  of  the  Yuschinsky 
case,  the  Archbishop  replied  : — 

"  In  my  opinion  an  ordinary  crime  has  been  per- 
petrated in  this  case.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  this  has 
already  been  made  clear  by  others.  I  now  read  the 
papers  very  little." 

Beilis's  Trial. 

While  the  Novoc  Vremya  claims  to  know  that  the 
trial  of  Beilis  is  to  take  place  as  early  as  May,  the 
local  Kievlanin  asserts  that  the  case  will  not  come  on 
for  trial  before  September. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  Professor  Obolensky,  who 
had  made  a posl-mortem  on  the  corpse  of  Yuschinsky, 
the  Public  Prosecutor  has  instructed  the  Examining 
Magistrate,  M.  Mashkevitch,  to  find  in  St.  Petersburg 
a  scientist  who  is  an  authority  on  medicine  in  its 
legal  aspect,  in  order  to  give  expert  evidence  in  the 
Beilis  case.  When  this  has  been  settled,  the  material 
of  the  inquiry  will  be  handed  over  to  the  Chamber 
of  Indictments  of  the  Kiev  High  Court  for  confirma- 
tion of  the  act  of  indictment. 

On  Vera  Tchebiryak,  the  head  of  the  notorious 
criminal  gang,  being  allowed  to  have  an  interview 
with  her  husband  at  the  Lukyanovka  prison,  it  was 
found  that  the  visitor  who  came  to  see  her  was  not 
her  husband,  but  that  the  latter's  name  had  been 
assumed  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  interview 
with  the  prisoner  by  a  man  named  Petroff,  who  has 
figured  in  the  Yuschinsky  case. 

After  quoting  an  advertisement  in  the  Gazctia 
Kopcyka  relating  to  the  disappearance  of  a  four- 
year-old  boy,  the  Zcntschina  points  out  that  the  inci- 
dent "  coincides  with  the  season  when  for  centuries 
Christian  children  have  been  disappearing — i.e., 
shortly  before  the  Jewish  Passover — after  which 
they  are  either  never  found  at  all  or  are  discovered 
dead,  with  the  blood  drained  from  their  corpses." 


SUPPRESSING   THE  PRESS. 


The  Prefect  of  Moscow  has  fined  the  editor  of  the 
Russkia  Vycdomosli  500  roubles  for  the  publication  of 
an  article  entitled  "  Objective  Teaching." 

The  publication  of  the  small  local  newspaper 
Vyestiuk,  of  Verkhneudinsk,  in  the  government  of 
Irkutsk,  which  is  practically  nothing  more  than  an 
advertisement  sheet,  has  been  suspended  during  the 
operation  of  martial  law.  The  local  printing-works 
and  bookshop  have  also  been  closed  by  order  of  the 
authorities. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Vcl<  hemeye  Vicwya,  of  St. 
Petersburg,  has  been  seized  for  the  publication  of  an 
article  headed  "The  Red  Cardinal." 

No.  10  of  the  Sludcnlclicskoyc  l)iclo,  of  Moscow, 
has  been  seized  for  publishing  an  article  entitled  "  In 
Memory  of  those  who  Perished,"  referring  to  the 
victims  of  the  Lena  massacre. 

The  monthly  journal  Oi>ni  has  been  seized  by  the 
Moscow  Press  Committee  on  account  of  an  article 
entitled  "  Militarism." 

The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  has  fined  the  editor 
of  the  Luich  500  roubles  for  the  publication  of  a 
paragraph  headed  "  A  Postman's  Life."  No.  76  of 
the  same  paper  has  been  seized  by  order  of  the  St. 
Petersburg  Press  Committee  for  the  publication  of 
an  article  entitled  "The  31st  of  March,  1878." 


INVIOLABILITY    OF  DEPUTIES. 

Duma    Interpellation    on    the  Petrovsky 
Incident. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  in  the  Duma  on 
the  explanation  given  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
in  reply  to  the  interpellation  on  the  search  made  at 
the  residence  of  Deputy  Petrovsky,  M.  Alexandro/f 
(Cadet)  said  : — 

"  We  were  not  surprised  at  the  Minister's  explana- 
tion in  view  of  the  existence  of  a  clearly  expressed 
duality  of  authority,  for  side  by  side  with  the  regular 
law  there  exists  a  legalised  arbitrary  power  which 
denies  the  regular  law.  The  notion  of  a  deputy's 
immunity  as  a  general  principle  is  beyond  the 
understanding  of  a  Russian  Minister.  Had  M. 
Petrovsky  sat  on  the  Right  benches,  and  demonstrated 
in  front  of  the  Kazan  Cathedral,  the  Minister  might 
have  used  softer  words,  and  would  have  apologised 
to  the  Duma.  If  the  deputies  are  to  be  deprived 
of  immunity  for  their  speeches,  and  their  inviola- 
bility is  to  be  transformed  into  systematic  liability 
to  attack,  the  very  foundations  of  the  Duma's  existence 
must  disappear.  The  law  strikes  at  the  Russian 
citizen  whenever  it  can  ;  but  when  the  Russian 
citizen  pleads  the  law  in  his  defence,  he  is  met  with 
the  excuse  of  expediency.  Therein  lies  the  very  tragedy 
of  Russian  life.  Make  any  laws  you  like,  but  let  them 
be  applied  in  practice.  .  .  .  The  incident  of 
Deputy  Petrovsky  is  a  mere  episode  in  the  long  chain 
of  encroachments  upon  the  law,  while  the  Minister's 
tone  of  sincerity  shows  clearly  that  he  does  not 
even  grasp  the  fact  that  the  law  has  been  infringed. 

Advocate  Kerensky,  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
said  : — 

"  How  can  we  trust  a  Minister  of  the  Interior  who 
relies  on  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Police 
Department,  when  hundreds  of  people  have  been 
sent  to  penal  servitude  on  the  strength  of  forged 
documents  manufactured  by  the  judicial  authorities? 
Those  innocent  people  are  stifl  in  penal  servitude, 
while  the  criminal  who  perpetrated  the  forgeries 
remains  at  large." 

The  Octobrists,  who  had  at  first  displayed  as  much 
dissatisfaction  with  the  Minister's  explanations  as  the 
Progressists  and  the  more  advanced  parties,  subse- 
quently changed  their  mind,  and  won  the  rather  com- 
promising commendation  of  M.  Purishkevitch  by 
their  motion  to  pass  to  the  order  of  the  day.  This  is 
the  first  occasion  in  the  present  Duma  on  which  the 
Octobrists  have  opeiily  identified  themselves  with 
their  former  allies  in  the  third  Duma,  the  Right.  The 
latter,  of  course,  had  nothing  but  praise  for  the 
Minister's  defence  of  the  detention  of  a  Left  deputy 
who  was  not  even  allowed  to  telephone  to  the  Police 
Department  on  the  irregular  proceedings  of  the 
gendarmerie  engaged  in  searching  his  residence. 


THE   REWARD   OF  OPPRESSION. 


The  dismissed  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  of 
Kozlov,  G.  J.  Voznessensky,  has  found  an  appoint- 
ment under  Governor  Muratoff  of  Kursk  as  District 
Captain.  Voznessensky  had  been  "  granted  leave  " 
in  consequence  of  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Kozlov,  who  implored  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  to 
save  them  from  the  "unparalleled  oppression,  acts 
of  extortion,  rogueries,  and  other  criminal  acts"  com- 
mitted by  him. 


FRANCHISE  INEQUALITIES. 


The  shortcomings  of  the  present  Electoral  Law, 
which  has  whittled  down  the  representation  of  the 
remote  provinces,  have  found  a  striking  illustration 
in  the  Agricultural  Committee  of  the  Duma.  During 
the  discussion  of  the  Turkestan  Irrigation  Bill  it  was 
found  that  not  a  single  member  of  the  Committee 
was  acquainted  with  the  subject,  owing  to  the 
absence  from  the  Duma  of  any  deputy  for  the 
Turkestan. 


A   NEW  WAY  WITH   THE  DUMA. 


The  Russkoe  Znamya,  one  of  the  organs  of  the 
Extreme  Right,  seems  to  have  become  more  mode- 
rate in  its  demands  of  late.  Instead  of  clamouring 
in  its  usual  strain  for  the  complete  destruction  of  the 
Duma,  it  now  merely  demands  as  an  urgent  measure 
that  the  publication  of  reports  of  the  Duma  pro- 
ceedings should  cease.  By  allowing  publication, 
says  the  journal,  the  Government  renders  assistance 
to  the  Revolution. 


By  order  of  the  Central  Survey  Department  all  the 
Polish  surveyors  in  the  government  of  Volhynia  are 
to  be  discharged  from  service,  and  no  other  Poles 
are  allowed  to  be  taken  on  to  fill  present  or  future 
vacancies. 


RUSSIA    AND  FINLAND 

An  Old  Charge  Revived. 

[From  a  Heesin»,pors  Correspondent.  1 

A  political  trial  which  five'years  ago  was  considered 
ended  has  now  been  taken  up  again  by  the  Russian 
Procurator  of  the  Finnish  Senate.  Criminal  pro- 
ceedings have  been  instituted  in  the  Abo  Supreme 
Court  against  the  members  of  the  Yoima  Association, 
which  was  dissolved  as  long  ago  as  1907.  The  Asso-{ 
ciation  was  formed  after  the  General  Strike  in  J905  1 
to  support  the  existing  order  of  society  at  a  tim 
when  the  legal  power  of  the  police  was  dissolved  an 
anarchical  and  criminal  leagues  disturbed  order 
the  country.  The  way  had  been  prepared  for  these 
anarchist  tendencies  during  the  time  of  General 
Bobrikoff,  when  Finland's  laws  had  to  give  way  to 
Russian  arbitrariness.  At  the  same  time  there  was 
great  disaffection  among  the  Russian  military  in: 
Finland.  In  these  circumstances  the  desire  was 
manifested  in  leading  Finnish  circles  to  avoid  calling 
out  Russian  troops  to  suppress  the  outbreaks  which 
were  feared.  So  the  idea  arose  of  forming  thej 
Voima  Athletic  Association  ("Yoima  being  the 
Finnish  word  for  strength  1.  The  first  paragraph  of 
the  Association  s  statutes  declared  that  the  object  of 
the  Association  was  to  develop  the  physical  and 
moral  strength  of  the  citizen  and  at  the  same  time  to 
strengthen  the  sense  of  unity  among  the  people  for 
the  protection  of  the  people's  freedom  and  to  oppose  j 
tendencies  towards  the  dissolution  of  society.  This 
was  to  be  attained  by  bringing  together  citizens  of 
all  classes  of  society  to  take  part  in  popular  athletics. 

Among  the  sports  on  the  Association's  programme 
was  firing  at  the  target.  For  this  purpose  the  ] 
Association  procured  a  number  of  military  rifles  of 
an  old  type.  They  were  not  many — one  gun  to  every 
ten  member*.  The  Russian  gendarmerie,  whose  agents 
were  secretly  operating  in  Finland,  did  not  require 
anything  more  in  order  to  make  capital  out  of  the 
affair.  Secret  circulars  bearing  treasonable  contents 
were  sent  out  in  the  name  of  the  Association.  These 
circulars  originated  in  the  gendarmerie,  in  the  Chan- 
cellery of  the  Governor-General,  and  in  the  Russian 
Ministry  of  the  Interior.  They  were  all  falsifica- 
tions, a  fact  which  was  apparent  at  first  sight  from 
their  style  and  faulty  language.  As  a  result  of  pres- 
sure from  the  Russian  Government,  the  Senate 
ordered  the  Association  to  be  dissolved  in  1907,  and 
in  the  following  year  criminal  proceedings  were 
instituted  in  the  Abo  Supreme  Court  against  the 
Association's  leading  members.  Nothing,  however, 
was  discovered  whereby  they  could  be  sentenced  for 
high  treason,  and  the  case  was  dropped. 

Five  years  have  since  passed,  and  now  the  Russian 
Procurator  has  taken  up  the  case  again.  The  Voima 
affair  is  a  good  thing  for  the  Russians  to  have  in 
order  to  excite  public  opinion  in  Russia  against 
Finland  and  facilitate  the  passing  of  a  number  of 
Finnish  Bills  which  are  on  the  order  of  the  day. 

Meanwhile  the  persecution  of  Finnish  officials  who 
refuse  to  apply  the  illegal  Russian  Equality  Law 
continues.  It  is  now  the  turn  of  the  members  of 
Tavasthus  Town  Council,  who  have  paid  bail  and 
are  waiting  to  be  summoned  to  St.  Petersburg  to  be 
sentenced,  like  their  colleagues  of  Yiborg  and 
Nystad,  to  long  terms  of  imprisonment. 


A    GLOOMY  SPRING. 


Jewish  Families  to  be  Expelled  Wholesale 
Next  Monday. 


Instead  of  filling  their  hearts  with  joy,  the  advent 
of  the  Russian  spring  causes  fear  and  trembling  to 
thousands  of  Jewish  families,  for  whom  this  usually 
welcomed  season  is  this  year  the  harbinger  of  ruin 
and  exile. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  instructed  the  pro- 
vincial Governors  that  the  grace  accorded  to  families 
under  notice  of  expulsion,  on  account  of  the  incle- 
mency of  the  winter  season,  expires  on  the  ^Sth  inst., 
when  all  such  expulsions  must  be  enforced  without 
further  delay.  The  last  day  of  Passover  will  thus  be 
the  signal  for  a  forced  exodus  of  scattered  Jewry. 

Owing  to  the  wholesale  expulsions  of  Jewish 
artisans  from  Kiev,  a  local  committee  has  been 
formed  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the  grounds  on 
which  the  expulsions  were  ordered. 


The  Governor  of  Kurland  has  refused  to  sanction 
the  election  of  M.  Groslis  as  Mayor  of  Frauenburg, 
and  lias  deposed  two  Town  Councillors  from  their 
office. 

The  Polish  Kolo  has  introduced  an  interpellation 
on  the  delay  in  introducing  Zemstvos  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland,  although  the  Cabinet  had 
approved  this  measure  as  far  back  as  1905. 
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POLAND'S  DESPAIR. 


The  relations  between  Russia  and  her  Polish 
provinces,  which  have  always  caused  the  Govern- 
ment grave  concern,  are  likely  to  become  of 
increasing  importance  in  the  near  future,  and  in 
the  event  of  the  outbreak  of  a  war  with  Austria, 
which  in  the  present  delicate  condition  of  Euro- 
pean politics  is  an  ever-present  possibility,  may 
pi'ove  a  powerful  factor  in  deciding  the  issue.  In 
these  circumstances  it  might  have  been  thought 
that  Russia  would  do  everything  in  her  power 
to  conciliate  Polish  feelings,  which  her  conduct 
hitherto  has  so  painfully  embittered,  and  as  far  as 
Imperial  interests  allowed  would  grant  all  possible 
concessions  to  local  aspirations.  But  the  ruth- 
less campaign  of  "  russification  "  still  goes  on  with 
unabated  ferocity,  and  every  day  new  methods 
of  insult  and  oppression  are  devised. 

The  latest  potential  cause  of  acute  conflict  is 
furnished  by  the  Polish  Municipalities  Bill,  which 
has  just  gone  through  the  Council  of  State.  As 
fashioned  by  the  Government  and  passed  by  the 
third  Duma  it  was  not  a  very  desirable  measure, 
containing  as  it  did  many  manifestly  unfair  pro- 
visions. It  imported  into  the  constitution  of 
Poland  the  system  of  the  partition  of  nationali- 
ties, dividing  the  population  up  into  three  distinct 
categories  of  Russians,  Poles,  and  Jews,  each  of 
which  were  given  different  rights.  The  Russians, 
who  in  Poland  are  nearly  all  "  tchinovniks,"  or 
Government  officials,  were  made  a  special  privi- 
leged class,  being  assured  of  election  to  the  new 
municipal  councils  even  in  towns  where  they 
represent  but  a  small  handful  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. On  the  other  hand  the  Jews,  who  in  many 
of  the  towns  form  from  50  to  80  per  cent,  of  the 
population,  were  endowed  with  legal  disabilities, 
although  hitherto  they  have  enjoyed  equal  civil 
rights  in  the  Kingdom  of  Poland.  It  was 
decided  that  in  towns  where  they  do  not  con- 
stitute more  than  half  of  the  total  population 
they  should  not  furnish  above  10  per  cent,  of  the 
number  of  councillors  elected  ;  in  towns  where 
more  than  half  the  inhabitants  are  Jews,  not 
more  than  20  per  cent,  of  the  councillors  were  to 
be  drawn  from  their  ranks.  This  introduction  of 
the  pogrom  spirit  "  into  Polish  affairs  was  very 
deeply  resented,  and  the  generally  dispropor- 
tionate character  of  the  electoral  arrangements 
was  vehemently  denounced.  The  Bill  was 
finally  stamped  as  a  most  illiberal  piece  of  legis- 
lation by  the  provision  that  its  working  might  be 
suspended  at  any  time  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Governor-General  or  of  the  central  Government 
if  the  state  of  the  country  was  considered  to 
require  such  a  step.  Evidently  the  measure  was 
going  to  be  used  as  a  weapon  of  coercion  in  the 
hands  of  the  authorities,  who,  by  the  threat  of 
suspension,  would  be  in  a  position  to  bring  unfair 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  town  councils. 

But  Poland  had  been  waiting  many  years  for 
the  boon  of  municipal  self-government.  Hence 
when  the  chance  came  her  representatives 
in  the  Duma  were  eager  to  seize  it  with- 
out making  any  great  demur  at  the  Bill's 
unwholesome  provisions.  They  were  anxious 
that  it  should  be  passed  into  law  with  the 
minimum  of  delay,  and  therefore  offered  no 
opposition  in  the  Duma  to  the  clauses  to  which 
we  have  drawn  attention.  At  the  time — over  a 
year  ago — we  felt  ourselves  bound  to  protest 
against  this  procedure,  characterising  in  particu- 
lar the  importation  of  anti-Jewish  restrictions 
into  Poland  as  "  a  lasting  shame  both  to  the 
authors  of  the  measure  and  to  the  Polish 
representatives  in  the  Duma  who  accepted 
it.''  The  event  has  proved  that  if  the  Polish 
members  had  paid  more  regard  to  principle  and 


less  to  the  very  questionable  demands  of  expe 
diency  they  would  have  lost  nothing  in  substance 
and  gained  much  in  general  esteem.  For  when 
they  anticipated  the  immediate  passage  of  the 
Bill  into  law  they  were  reckoning  without  the 
Upper  House.  During  the  lifetime  of  the  third 
Duma  the  Council  of  State  deliberately  shelved 
the  measure,  thus  violating  the  Government's 
pledge  that  the  Municipalities  Bill  should  gild 
the  pill  of  the  Holm  Annexation  Act.  Now, 
when  it  has  brought  itself  to  embark  on  its  dis- 
cussion, it  has  so  mutilated  it  that  no  self- 
respecting  Polish  politician  could  possibly  urge 
its  acceptance  on  his  countrymen. 

What  the  Council  of  State  has  done,  with  at 
any  rate  the  tacit  approval  of  the  Government, 
is  to  strike  out  of  the  Bill  all  those  provisions 
which  render  it  in  any  way  an  improvement  on 
the  Municipal  Law  promulgated  for  the  rest  of 
the  Empire  in  1892.  Whereas  in  1909  the  late 
M.  Stolypin  defended  before  the  Commission  on 
Local  Economic  Affairs  the  principle  of  "  the 
complete  independence  of  the  towns  within  the 
limits  of  the  legality  of  their  acts,''  the  Council 
of  State  has  decided  that  the  meddlesome  inter- 
ference of  the  administrative  authorities  shall 
be  strictly  enforced  in  regard  to  the  Polish 
municipalities.  Further,  in  dealing  with  the 
clause  empowering  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
to  order  the  suspension  of  the  Act  whenever  and 
wherever  he  thinks  it  desirable,  the  Council  has 
rejected  the  Duma's  amtidment  which  required 
that  before  such  a  step  cmld  be  taken  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Tsar  shouH  be  obtained  by  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  through  the  Council  of 
Ministers.  It  has  raised  very  considerably  the 
property  and  rental  qualifications  for  the  muni- 
cipal franchise  fixed  by  the  Duma,  and  has 
denied  the  Jews  the  privilege  of  having  even  one 
representative  on  the  town  executives.  To  the 
elimination  of  the  clause  sanctioning  the  use  of 
the  Polish  language  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
municipal  bodies  we  referred  last  week.  Finally 
it  only  remains  to  be  added  that  the  Very  name 
"  Kingdom  of  Poland "  has  been  taken  out  of 
the  Bill,  as  constituting  an  "insult  to  the  great 
Russian  Empire.'" 

We  have  said  that  the  Council  of  State  muti- 
lated the  Bill  in  this  fashion  with  £he  tacit 
approval  of  the  Government ;  and  it  \s  indeed 
the  fact  tlrat  during  the  whole  of  the  proceedings 
Ministers  offered  not  a  hint  of  opposition  to  the 
changes  that  were  made.  This  is  well  in  accord 
with  precedent.  The  Upper  House  \is  the 
Government's  trump  card,  and  it  appears  to 
have  been  played  with  the  usual  effect  <n  the 
game  of  the  Polish  Municipalities  Bill.  In  the 
present  temper  of  the  Polish  people  this  deplor- 
able piece  of  short-sighted  trickery  can  have  but 
one  result — to  drive  them  still  further  in  the 
direction  of  revolution.  An  attempt  at  an  arned 
insurrection  in  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  wo\ld 
doubtless  suit  the  Government's  book  very  we\l, 
because  it  would  give  it  justification  in  the  eye 
of  Europe  for  the  employment  of  the  most  drast^ 
methods  of  repression.  Here,  however,  thi 
Poles  are  not  likely  to  oblige  their  oppressors.^ 


A    TEACHER  OF 

How 


Ivan  Tehurikoff  and  his 
are  Hounded  Down. 


MORALITY. 

Followers 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.! 

St.  Petersburg,  April  23rd. 
An  acquaintance  of  mine  who  is  a  Jew  by  race 
and  a  Lutheran  by  faith  recently  related  to  me  the 
following  incident.  In  February  last  he  arrived  in 
St.  Petersburg,  where,  in  view  of  his  Christian 
denomination,  he  did  not  expect  to  meet  with  any 
difficulties  with  regard  to  his  right  of  residence.  He 
accordingly  rented  an  apartment  in  the  flat  of  a  poor 
woman.  He  handed  his  passport  to  the  house- 
porter  for  registration,  but,  instead  of  getting  it 
returned  on  the  following  day,  he  was  informed  by 
the  porter  that  he  was  wanted  at  the  police-station. 
On  calling  there  he  was  asked  whether  his  wife  also 
belonged  to  a  Christian  denomination,  to  which  he 
replied  in  the  negative,  as  she  was  a  Jewess.  There- 
upon he  was  told  that  he  had  no  right  to  stay  in  St. 
Petersburg,  and  was  referred  to  an  obsolete  law 
stating  that  Jews  whose  wives  had  no  right  to  reside 
beyond  the  Pale  were  not  entitled  to  that  privilege 
themselves. 

A  Moral  Brotherhood. 

With  a  heavy  heart  my  acquaintance  returned  to 
his  lodgings.  His  grief  was  all  the  greater  because 
he  had  to  disappoint  the  poor  woman  who  had  been 
so  overjoyed  at  finally  letting  her  vacant  room.  He 
expected  a  painful  scene,  and  it  may  be  imagined  how 
great  was  his  surprise  at  meeting  with  deep-felt 
sympathy  with  his  fate. 

"  Of  course,"  said  the  woman,  "  you  believe  in  God. 
Write,  then,  to  Brother  Ivan  Tehurikoff,  who  will 
peay  :or  you,  so  that  airyour  enemies  will  become  your 
friends.  Ivan  Tehurikoff  isamansentbyGod.  Hehelps 
every  one,  and  has  a  good  word  for  all.  A  number 
of  people  go  to  him,  the  poor  and  the  wronged, 
and  he  prays  for  all.  He  told  me,  too,  that  I  shall 
recover,  and  I  believe  it.  There  are  many  such 
believers  among  us.  We  only  use  vegetarian  food, 
we  are  abstainers,  we  observe  cleanliness,  and  we 
do  not  use  oaths  in  conversation.  We  believe  that 
the  Kingdom  of  Truth  will  reign  on  earth,  while 
those  who  live  by  injustice  will  perish.  We  call  one 
another  brothers  and  sisters." 

Looking  round,  my  friend  noticed  tint  perfect 
cleanliness  reigned  in  her  poverty-stricken  kitchen, 
while  the  faces  of  the  woman  herself  and  of  her 
children  were  radiant  with  a  peculiar  kindliness  and 
tenderness  extremely  rare  among  the  common  people 
who  are  crushed  down  by  fate. 

The  followers  of  Ivan  Tehurikoff  are  called 
abstainers,  since  temperance  is  the  main  feature  of 
their  doctrine.  Eye-witnesses  testify  to  the  enormous 
influence  exercised  by  Tehurikoff  himself  and  by  his 
immediate  disciples  on  the  common  people.  Men 
who  had  been  quite  degraded,  drunkards  and  thieves, 
have  become  honest  and  respectable  under  the 
influence  of  his  preaching. 

Condemned  to  Imprisonment. 

But  this  moral  propaganda,  which  does  not  con- 
cern itself  with  dogmas,  is  not  to  the  taste  of  the 
Government  and  of  the  official  representatives  of  the 
Orthodox  Church.  The  Synod  appointed  a  Com- 
mission, which  twice  examined  Tehurikoff  without 
coming  to  any  decision,  while  a  prosecution  was 
instituted  against  several  of  his  followers.  The  trial 
took  place  at  Vladimir,  behind  closed  doors,  but  some 
idea  of  the  way  in  which  the  proceedings  were 
carried  on  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  on 


They  know  their  own  limitations,  and,  as  is\Jhe  fifty-eighth  day  of  the  trial  all  the  counsel  for 

the  defence  declined,  with  the  consent  of  the 
\ccused,  to  take  any  further  part  in  the  proceedings 
t,  the  District  Court.  The  counsel  found  themselves 
compelled  to  take  such  a  step  owing  to  the  numerous 
r«\trictions  by  which  the  court  infringed  upon  their 
n&ts,  especially  when  they  sought  to  bring  out  the 
c<%adictions  between  the  conclusions  given  by  the 
tMogical  experts  at  the  preliminary  inquiry  and 
theirdepositions  at  the  trial  itself.  On  April  20th  the 
courtsentenced  the  "Brothers"  to  eight  months' 
confifernent  in  a  fortress  for  propagating  an  anti- 
Ortndox  doctrine,  without  taking  account  of  their 
prelmbary  solitary  confinement  for  fifteen  months. 

Sinc\  the  chief  part  in  this  trial  was  played  by  the 
expert  Witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  who  had  to 


pointed  out  in  a  very  illuminating  article  we 
publish  this  week,  they  pin  their  faith  on  the 
chance  of  international  complications.  They 
await  the  day  that  shall  favour  their  enterprise, 
and  meanwhile  a  remarkable  military  organisa- 
tion is  being  formed  in  Galicia.  We  may  hold 
up  our  hands  in  horror  at  this  cold-blooded 
preparation  for  what  will  in  many  quarters  be 
called  an  act  of  treachery,  but  we  cannot  by  any 
process  of  reasoning  shift  the  blame  from  the 
shoulders  of  the  Russian  Government,  which  is 
doing  everything  in  its  power  to  drive  the  Poles 
into  the  very  abyss  of  despair. 
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prove  that  Tchurikoff's  doctrine  was  contrary  to 
Orthodoxy,  it  should  be  known  what  manner  of 
experts  the  Public  Prosecutor  relied  upon  ;  it  may 
be  stated  that  the  whole  past  of  at  least  three  of 
those  experts  throws  grave  doubt  upon  their  impar- 
tiality and  veracity. 

The  first  of  them  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
State  and  Professor  of  Theology,  the  Senior  Priest 
Butkevitch.  He  is  known  for  his  translation  from 
the  German  of  the  work  of  the  Protestant 
Seidel,  Zur  Zeit  Jesu,  which  he  gave  out  as  his 
own  original  work,  and  the  title-page  of  which  read  : 
"  Paganism  and  Judaism  in  the  Lifetime  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  by  the  Rev.  T.  Butkevitch.  Kharkov, 
1888."  During  the  debate  in  the  Council  of  S  ate  on 
the  Old  Believers'  Congregations  Bill  Father  Butke- 
vitch calumniated  the  Old  Believers  by  stating  falsely 
that  at  their  Pan-Russian  Conference  held  at  Nijni 
Novgorod,  on  August  i8th,  1905,  they  had  resolved 
"not  to  thank,  but  to  blame  the  Government  for  its 
favours, "  whereas  the  resolution,  as  recorded  in  the 
minutes,  ran  :  "  To  express  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  by 
a  special  loyaladdress  bearing  the  signatures  of  77,000 
Old  Believers  their  sense  of  deep  gratitude  for  the 
grant  of  religious  liberty." 

Father  Butkevitch's  Reputation. 

Whit  theological  professors  of  repute  think  of 
Father  Butkevitch's  methods  may  be  gathered  from 
the  following  passage  by  Prof.  S.  Glagoleff,  of  the 
Moscow  Clerical  Academy  : — 

"  It  must  be  observed  that  wherever  his  arguments 
are  not  based  on  considerations  of  logic,  whose  value 
ma)'  be  determined  by  any  one,  but  on  data  of  fact, 
great  caution  is  required,  since  Butkevitch  betrays 
an  amazing  incapacity  to  deal  with  persons  and 
events"  (Bogoslovski  Vyestnik,  1904,  No.  3). 

Prof.  A.  Vedensky,  of  the  same  Academy,  points 
out  that  "  Butkevitch  has  stigmatised  Pfeiler,  Teich- 
miiller.  and  other  scholars  by  attributing  to  them 
nonsensical  and  crazy  ideas  which  they  never  enter- 
tained "  (ib.,  id.). 

Lastly,  the  Professor  of  Theology  at  the  Kiev- 
University,  Father  P.  J.  Svyetloff,  says  of  Father 
Butkevitch  that  he  "is  incapable  of  rendering  truth- 
full)'  and  accurately  the  opinions  of  the  opponents 
whom  he  criticises"  (What  to  Read  on  Theology, 
by  Senior  Priest  P.  J.  Svyetloff).  And  in  another 
passage  the  same  Professor  says  : — "  Truth  can  only 
be  combated  by  lies,  and  that  is  precisely  what  Father 
Butkevitch  does  "  (Strannik,  1900,  No.  2). 

The  second  expert,  V.  M.  Skvortsoff,  who  is  a 
Special  Commissions  official  in  the  employment  of 
the  Chief  Procurator  of  the  Synod,  is  a  notorious  per- 
secutor of  Dissenters.  It  is  through  him  that  hundreds 
of  Dissenters  have  been  ruined,  deported  to  Siberia, 
the  Caucasus,  and  other  remote  regions,  imprisoned 
and  subjected  to  all  kinds  of  torture.  "  He  has 
earned  his  ranks  and  decorations  with  our  blood,'' 
was  the  melancholy  remark  made  about  M.  Skvort- 
soff by  the  Dissenters  of  the  government  of  Kiev  to 
a  well-known  lady  scholar  (The Struggle  for  Faith,  by 
V.  I.  Yassevitch-Borodayevskaya,  p.  58). 

A  Slanderous  Article. 
When  the  Moscow  Brothers  were  arrested  on 
April  nth,  191 1,  M.  Skvortsoff  acclaimed  the  prose- 
cution in  the  Kolokol  of  April  13th,  in  an  article  over 
his  own  signature,  in  which,  among  other  things,  he 
made  the  following  statement  : — 

"The arrest  of  the  Moscow  '  Brothers'  was  made 
at  the  demand  of  the  Prosecutions  Department,  and 
in  accordance  with  a  judicial  decision  consequent 
on  a  charge  directed  against  the  '  Brothers'  in  virtue 
of  Article  96  of  the  Penal  Code,  for  following  a 
sectarian  doctrine  which  indulges  in  manifestly 
immoral  acts.  We  must  lay  stress  on  the  enormous 
importance  of  this  fact  with  regard  to  the  question  as 
to  the  heterodoxy  of  this  movement  and,  in  particular, 
to  the  sectarianism  of  the  heads  of  the  '  Brothers.' 
The  judicial  arrest  constitutes  an  important  proof 
that  the  '  Brothers  '  belong  to  an  abominable  sect. 
The  result  of  the  trial  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to 
the  missionary  body  ;  but  the  importance  lies  in  the 
data  collected  by  the  judicial  inquiry.  The  import- 
ant fact  is  that  the  results  of  the  judicial  inquiry 
have  confirmed  the  decision  arrived  at  as  far  back 
as  February,  1910,  by  the  Moscow  Ecclesiastical 
Authority  as  to  the  connection  of  the  '  Brothers  ' 
with  the  immoral  sect  of  the  Khlysts.  It  is  well 
known  that  on  March  20th,  1910,  on  the  strength  of 
the  missionaries'  investigation,  the  Ecclesiastical 
Authority  pronounced  the  Anathema  on  the 
'  Brothers'  Kolosoff  and  Grigoryeff.  .  .  .  In  St 
Petersburg,  under  the  protection  of  the  clerpy,  th 
'  Brotherly  Father '  carries  on  nonsensical  and  fr- 
quently  blasphemous  and  heretical  conversations,  it 
which  he  gathers  thousands  of  listeners." 

The  charge  in  virtue  of  Article  06  of  the  Ep*l 
Code,  so  warmly  welcomed  by  M.  Skvortsof  in 
March,  191 1 ,  has  since  had  to  be  dropped  afir  it 
was  proved  to  have  no  other  foundation  tha»  the 
false  depositions  of  Father  Samuiloff,  who  i  now 
himself  undergoing  prosecution  on  charges  <  libel 
and  perjury. 

The  other  exploit*  of  M.  Skvortsoff  and  »ose  of 
the  third  expert,  M.  Ayva/.oft,  must  be  rese'ed  for 
my  next  article. 


RUSSIAN  IMPERIALISM. 

II.* — The  Effect  of  the  Policy  of  Expansion 
on  Russian  Industry. 


It  is  well  known  how  terribly  the  mad  policy  of 
territorial  encroachment  has  burdened  and  impeded 
Russian  industry.  According  to  the  data  published 
by  the  Russian  Trade  and  Industry  Conferences  for 
eleven  years  (1896-1906)  the  State  expenditure  on  t lie 
Transbaikal  province  alone  exceeded  the  revenue  by 
78  million  roubles,  while  during  the  same  period  the 
whole  Far  East  borderland,  according  to  the  accounts 
of  the  State  Audit,  cost  400  million  roubles.  More 
exact  information  collected  by  the  collaborators  of 
the  General  Zemstvo  Organisation  ("  Priamurye ") 
shows  that  for  the  years  1892-1907,  for  instance,  the 
revenue  from  the  Amur,  Pri-Amur,  and  Kvantun 
provinces  amounted  to  10N  million  roubles,  against 
an  expenditure  of  705  million  roubles,  so  that  the  net 
loss  accruing  to  Russia  on  the  Amur  region  alone 
amounted  to  597  million  roubles. 

Territorial  Aggrandisement  v.  Home 
Industry. 

The  enormous  expenditure  connected  with  those 
adventures  and  the  reckless  outlay  on  the  Trans- 
Manchurian  Railway,  Port  Arthur,  and  Dalny,  as 
well  as  on  the  Central  Asia  schemes  and  on  the 
intrigues  in  Persia,  China,  Tibet,  &c.,  have  utterly 
weakened  the  purchasing  power  of  the  domestic 
market,  diverted  milliards  of  roubles  from  necessary 
undertakings  in  Russia  proper,  largely  hampered 
the  growth  of  the  country's  productive  forces,  and 
prevented  the  creation  of  a  strong  home  industry 
which  should  be  capable  of  development  without 
Government  subsidies  and  doles.  While  in  the  Far 
East  we  have  witnessed  the  creation  with  American- 
like rapidity  of  the  town  of  Dalny  ("  Distant  "),  which 
has  been  popularly  nicknamed  Lishny  ("  Useless  "), 
in  European  Russia  such  maritime  centres  as  Odessa, 
which  under  other  conditions  might  have  become 
most  important  points  of  universal  trade,  are  strug- 
gling along  merely  because  the  Government  is  loth 
to  lay  out  the  millions  of  roubles  required  for  the 
purpose.  In  every  province  throughout  the  country 
there  is  a  lack  or  inadequacy  of  railways  and  elevators, 
with  the  result  that  everv  year  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  poods  of  grain  are  rotting  away,  while 
goods  delayed  in  transit  at  the  stations  become 
deteriorated  and  deprecitted.  Rivers  that  were 
formerly  navigable  are  becoming  shallow,  and  for 
decades  canals  whose  construction  is  a  pressing  need 
have  only  appeared  in  the  form  of  ornamental 
figures  in  engineers'  projects.  Crushed  by  Abso- 
lutism, and  impeded  in  its  progress  by  the  ruinous 
policy  of  aggression,  Russian  industry  drags  itself 
along  like  a  wounded  bird,  unable  to  spread  its 
wings,  which  under  different  conditions  might  have 
covered  a  considerable  portion  of  the  globe.  The 
foreign  policy  of  ever-new  territorial  aggrandise- 
ment, carried  out  for  the  alleged  purpose  of  con- 
quering new  markets,  thus  bars  the  way  to  the 
developmert  of  the  productive  forces  of  the  country 
and  to  the  growth  of  its  industry,  whose  imaginary 
prosperity  has  been  used  as  the  chief  argument  of 
sycophanti;  pens  for  the  justification  of  the  Govern- 
ment's polcy  during  the  last  few  decades. 

The  Interests  of  the  Few. 

On  the  whole,  Russian  Imperialism,  with  its 
aggressive  policy,  is  bound  up  first  of  all  with  the 
interestsof  the  large  landowners,  the  military  class, 
and  the  higher  bureaucracy,  as  well  as  of  a  few 
branches  of  industry  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
articles  immediately  connected  with  the  Army  and 
Navy  «rvice — for  instance,  special  branches  of  the 
metal  industry,  and  the  privileged  branches  of 
indusry  generally  whose  strength  lies  entirely  in 
the  community  of  their  interests  with  those  of  the 
governing  classes. 

Oi  the  other  hand,  this  same  Imperialism  hinders 
thcdcvelopment  of  all  the  other  branches  of  Russian 
iniustry  which  depend  on  the  consumption  of  the 
rrisses  and  on  the  purchasing  power  of  the  gigantic 
h>me  market — such  as  the  textile  industry  and  in 
-articular  its  most  important  branch,   the  cotton 
ndustry,  whose  products  find  a  direct  market  among 
the  peasant  population.    This  Imperialism  also  stops 
the  growth  of  the  building,  coal-mining,  the  chemical, 
and  other  industries. 

In  this  respect  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Russian 
Government  marches  hand  in  hand  with  its  internal 
policy.  Thus  when  the  Government  is  engaged  in 
russianizing  the  Caucasus,  Poland,  or  Finland  in 
order  to  place  its  officials  in  authority  in  those 
regions,  and  when  it  continues  persecuting  the  Jews, 
inventing  every  day  some  new  restriction,  it  is  least 
of  all  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  Russian 
industry.  Indeed,  the  Russian  manufacturers  have 
insistently  protested  against  the  cruel  persecutions 
of  the  Jews,  demanding  an  alleviation  of  their  fate  in 
the  interest  of  Russian  trade. 

"The  Government's  policy  towatds   the  Jews," 

-  Tiit  in  st  article  appeared  last  week. 


wrote  the  Moscow  Manufacturers'  Society  in  its 
memorial  to  the  Premier  of  September  25th,  1912, 
"  is  inflicting  harm  on  the  manufacturing  industry. 
The  restrictions  on  the  trading  rights  of  the  [ews 
and  the  denial  to  them  of  free  movement  reflect 
injuriously  on  the  whole  commercial  turnover  of  the 
country,  in  whose  economic  organism  the  Jews 
exercise  the  function  of  an  intermediate  link 
betwen  the  manufacturer  and  the  consumer.  Under 
such  conditions  the  separation  of  the  trading  and 
industrial  population  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
Empire  from  the  manufacturing  centre  and  the  con- 
finement of  the  Jews  to  the  Pale  not  only  inflict 
enormous  injury  on  the  Jewish  merchants,  but  also 
on  the  many  millions  of  the  non-Jewish  population 
within  the  Pale  who  receive  all  manufactured  articles 
from  the  hands  of  the  Jews,  as  well  as  on  the  manu- 
facturing class  which  disposes  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  its  output  through  the  medium  of  Jews." 

Demand  for  Jewish  Freedom. 

In  conclusion  the  Moscow  manufacturers  point  out 
that  "  the  abolition  of  the  numerous  restrictions  upon 
the  Jews  would  free  Russian  industry  and  trade 
from  its  fetters,  and  would  contribute  towards  the 
development  and  strengthening  of  the  manufacturing 
forces,  which  are  the  main  foundation  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  masses  and  the  principal  source  of 
sound  finance,  as  well  as  of  the  power  and  might  of 
the  whole  Russian  Empire." 

The  Moscow  memorial  was  followed  by  similar 
petitions  from  the  manufacturers  of  other  industrial 
regions.  I  shall  not,  however,  dwell  further  upon 
this  subject,  merely  referring  to  the  Government's 
anti-Jewish  system  by  way  of  illustrating  the  fact  that 
its  policy  both  at  home  and  abroad  is  subservient  in 
the  first  place  to  the  interests  of  the  nobility  and  the 
bureaucracy. 

Subsequent  articles  will  be  devoted  to  an  examina- 
tion of  the  character  and  tendencies  of  Russias 
present  foreign  policy  towards  the  neighbouring 
countries— among  them  Persia,  China  and  Turkey. 

M.  P. 

(To  be  continued.) 


POLISH  MUNICIPALITIES. 


Duma  Bill  Severely  Mutilated  hy  Council 
of  State. 


With  the  silent  acquiescence  of  the  Government 
representatives,  the  Council  of  State  has  sent  the 
long-delayed  Polish  Municipalities  Bill  back  to  the 
Duma  in  a  condition  which  must  make  it  entirely 
unacceptable  to  the  Polish  people. 

As  we  stated  last  week,  it  has  eradicated  the  clause 
sanctioning  the  use  of  the  Polish  language  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  new  Town  Councils,  substituting 
a  provision  that  certain  declarations  may  be,  at  the 
demand  of  the  interested  parties,  translated  from 
their  original  compulsory  Russian  into  Polish. 

With  regard  to  the  clause  which  gives  the  admi- 
nistrative authorities  power  to  order  the  suspension 
of  the  operation  of  the  measure  in  any  town  if  the 
general  state  of  affairs  is  considered  to  warrant  such 
a  step,  the  Council  of  State  has  rejected  the  Duma's 
amendment,  which  required,  before  a  suspension 
order  could  be  issued,  the  sanction  of  the  Tsar,  to  be 
obtained  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  through  the 
Council  of  Ministers.  It  has  also  rejected  the  clause 
granting  the  municipal  franchise  to  all  owners  of 
freehold  property,  and  has  fixed  the  value  qualfica- 
tion  of  such  property  at  a  figure  twenty  times  the 
amount  of  the  net  income  taxed  for  the  needs  of  the 
State.  It  has  also  raised  the  rent  qualification  for 
tenant  voters — in  Warsaw  from  270  roubles  as  fixed 
by  the  Duma  to  540  roubles,  in  Lodz  from  150  to  190 
roubles,  and  in  small  towns  from  60  to  96  roubles. 

Whereas  the  Bill  as  passed  by  the  Duma  allowed 
the  presence  of  one  Jew  on  the  executive  of  a  Town 
Council,  the  Upper  House  has  deprived  the  Jews  of 
the  right  to  hold  any  elective  office  in  the  municipal 
body  or  to  act  as  secretary  to  the  executive.  M. 
Vassileff's  protest  against  this  restriction  was  only 
supported  by  three  members  of  the  Council. 

Finally,  the  Council  of  State  has  insisted  on  the 
deletion  of  the  very  name  "  Kingdom  of  Poland,'' 
which  was  stated  by  one  Councillor  to  constitute 
"  an  insult  to  the  great  Russian  F3mpire." 


EXPULSION   OF  JEWS. 

Two  hundred  Jewish  families  are  to  be  expelled 
from  Riga.  Half  that  number  are  under  notice  to 
quit  within  two  months,  while  the  other  half  have 
been  allowed  six  months'  grace.  Many  families  in- 
cluded in  the  former  category  have  been  settled  at 
Riga  for  decades. 


A  recent  issue  of  the  Kurjcr  Warszawski,  of 
Warsaw,  has  been  confiscated  for  criticising  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Council  of  State  to  the 
Polish  Municipalities  Bill. 
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NOTES. 


Sir  E.  Grey  and  Russian  Prisoners. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  last  Tuesday  the 
Foreign  Secretary,  replying  to  a  question  through 
the  medium  of  Mr.  Acland,  declared  that  he  had 
received  no  information  as  to  the  treatment  of 
political  prisoners  in  Russia.  This  contrasts 
strangely  with  his  reply  of  the  previous  week  to 
a  similar  question  regarding  the  treatment  of 
political  prisoners  in  Portugal.  On  that  occasion 
he  admitted  that  he  had  "  received  some  informa- 
tion "  (presumably  through  having  read  the 
articles  in  the  Times),  and  added  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Portuguese  Government  that  "  abuses 
must  have  a  very  unfavourable  effect  upon  public 
opinion  and  sympathies."  The  Times,  it  is  true, 
has  not  published  any  articles — at  any  rate 
within  recent  years — on  the  treatment  of  Russian 
prisoners  ;  its  Russian  Supplements  are  devoted 
to  other  and  perhaps  moie  lucrative  pur- 
poses. But  other  newspapers  have,  and  during 
the  past  few  weeks  many  of  them  have  repro- 
duced the  articles  on  the  subject  that  have 
appeared  in  Darkest  Russia.  Sir  Edward  Gt*ey, 
however,  is  a  busy  man,  and  no  doubt  these  have 
escaped  his  notice.  In  order  to  remedy  the 
defect,  and  in  view  of  another  question  that  was 
on  the  paper  for  yesterday,  we  have  ventured 
to  place  the  facts  before  the  Foreign  Secretary, 
and  we  trust  that  in  his  reply  to  the  question, 
which  will  have  been  given  by  the  time  these 
Notes  appear,  he  will  show  that  he  has  profited 
by  his  knowledge.  If  there  is  no  impropriety 
in  admonishing  Portugal,  there  can  be  none  in 
giving  at  any  rate  a  friendly  warning  to  Russia. 


A  Protest  to  Portugal. 

The  protestants  against  the  Portuguese  out- 
rages held  a  public  meeting  in  London  last 
Tuesday,  at  which  eloquent  speeches  were  made 
by  Lord  Lytton,  the  Rev.  R.  J.  Campbell, 
Adeline  Duchess  of  Bedford,  and  several 
Members  of  Parliament.  We  cannot  forbear 
quoting  part  of  the  speech  delivered  by  Mr. 
Campbell,  who  moved  a  resolution  of  protest  and 
appeal : — 

The  treatment  of  these  political  prisoners  (he 
said)  was  an  outrage  upon  the  instincts  of  a 
liberty-loving  humanity.  He  believed  they  were 
able  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the  British  people 
as  a  whole.  .  .  .  The  practices  against  which 
they  protested  were  the  detention  of  political 
prisoners  for  long  periods  without  trial;  the 
condemnation  of  suspects  by  suborned  and 
insufficient  evidence  ;  the  creation  of  irregular 
tribunals  to  deal  with  these  cases  ;  the  abomin- 
able ill-treatment  of  untried  prisoners  ;  the 
existence  of  what  was  practically  a  secret  society 
in  the  pay  of  the  Government,  whose  interest  it 
was  to  denounce  suspected  enemies  of  the 
Government,  the  result  being  an  intolerable 
system  of  espionage  and  brutality,  and  the 
suffering  of  many  innocent  people. 

Mr.  Campbell  concluded  hy  expressing  the  hope 
that  the  British  Government  would  see  its  way 
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to  bring  some  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Portu- 
guese Administration  with  the  object  of  doing 
away  with  this  crying  scandal.  Such  pressure, 
he  added,  would  probably  be  effective  because 
British  friendship  was  important  to  Portugal  at 
the  present  juncture.  Altogether  we  cannot 
conceive  an  English  public  speaker  using  words 
which  would  be  more  appropriate  as  a  denuncia- 
tion of  the  Russian  Government's  practices.  Is 
it  too  much  to  hope,  we  wonder,  that  one  of 
these  days  English  men  and  women  of  equal 
standing  and  influence  will  interest  themselves 
in  the  fate  of  the  Russian  political  prisoners,  and 
organise  a  public  protest  meeting  on  their  behalf  ? 


Muzzling  the  Duma. 

The  Government,  if  report  be  true,  is  about  to 
take  drastic  steps  to  suppress  all  freedom  of 
speech  in  the  Duma.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  in  sanctioning  the  prosecution  of  Deputy 
Kuznetsoff  by  a  private  member  who  considered 
himself  libelled  by  a  speech  made  in  the  Duma 
it  struck  the  first  blow  against  the  principle  of 
immunity,  without  which  no  Parliament  can 
perform  its  proper  function.  Now  it  is  believed 
to  be  on  the  point  of  taking  a  more  direct  hand 
in  the  game.  The  Minister  of  Justice  is  said  to 
be  contemplating  the  prosecution  of  a  deputy 
who  recently  presented  an  interpellation  on  the 
subject  of  prison  atrocities,  and  who  delivered  a 
speech  in  support  of  his  demand  for  urgency. 
The  demand  for  urgency  was  rejected  by  the 
Duma,  which  referred  the  interpellation  to  a 
Committee.  Now,  before  the  Duma  has  discussed 
the  interpellation,  and  before  even  the  Committee 
has  decided  whether  it  may  be  introduced  or  not, 
comes  this  menace  of  prosecution.  Perhaps  it 
is  only  a  threat,  intended  to  deter  the  Duma 
from  dealing  with  inconvenient  subjects  ;  we  can 
well  imagine  that  prison  atrocities  constitute  a 
topic  which  the  Government  is  extremely  loth  to 
hear  discussed  in  public,  .especially  at  a  time 
when  the  subject  is  so  much  to  the  fore  in  other 
countries.  That  merely  the  threat  should  be 
made,  however,  shows  how  contemptuous  is  the 
attitude  of  Ministers  towards  all  notions  of  Par- 
liamentary privilege  and  even  of  legality. 

The  Opposition  Triumph. 

The  final  proceedings  of  the  Duma  before 
the  adjournment  for  the  Russian  Easter  appear 
to  give  ample  justification  for  the  hope  we 
have  for  some  time  entertained  that  the  present 
assembly,  in  spite  of  the  frenzied  and  illegal 
efforts  made  by  the  Government  to  pack  it  with 
docile  creatures  of  its  own,  contains  all  the 
elements  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  an  effective 
control  by  the  Opposition.  The  Octobrists,  in 
spite  of  a  temporary  lapse  in  connection  with  the 
interpellation  on  the  Petrovsky  incident,  when 
they  sided  with  the  Right,  have  on  most  occa- 
sions joined  hands  with  the  parties  of  the  Left 
against  the  discredited  and  palpably  dispirited 
forces  of  Reaction.  Especially  commendable  is 
their  attitude  towards  the  Army  Medical  School 
scandal,  and  they  are  highly  to  be  congratulated 
on  their  courage  in  forming  part  of  the  majority 
that  rejected  the  Government's  demand  of  a 
credit  yrant  for  the  purposes  of  that  institution. 
Every  day,  indeed,  the  Administration  is  further 
and  further  alienating  from  itself  those  who 
were  formerly  its  staunch  supporters.  It  has 
even  disgusted  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Right,  which  shows  that  it  adds  political  stupi- 
dity to  its  other  faults. 

The  New  Spirit. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  of  the  credit 
for  the  strength  of  this  movement  towards  the 
Left  belongs  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M. 
Maklakoff.  At  the  time  of  his  appointment 
there  were  many  who  hoped  and  even  believed 
that  a  new  regime  was  about  to  be  established, 
and  that  the  purging  of  his  department,  choked 
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as  it  was  with  abuses,  would  be  the  first  step  in 
a  regular  campaign  of  Government  reorganisa- 
tion. The  now  famous  interview  in  the  Temps 
gave  the  final  quietus  to  those  aspirations.  It 
blasted  M.  Maklakoff's  own  reputation  at  the 
very  outset  of  his  Ministerial  career,  and  with 
it  that  of  the  Government  as  a  whole.  Through- 
out Russia  it  evoked  a  storm  of  indignation, 
which  found  expression  in  a  number  of  news- 
paper articles.  Even  the  Novoe  Vremya  and  the 
irrepressible  M.  Menshikoff  joined  in  the  chorus 
of  protest.  Most  significant  of  all,  however,  in 
view  of  recent  events,  was  an  article  appearing 
in  the  Octobrist  organ,  the  Golos  Moshey.  It 
pointed  out  that  the  Government  by  its  actions 
was  driving  the  country  into  the  arms  of  the 
Left,  which  it  was  galvanising  into  new  life, 
and  forcing  those  who  till  recently  were  ready 
to  back  the  authorities  to  rally  round  the 
Opposition  flag.  In  the  Union  of  the  Russian 
People,  which  was  formerly  its  chief  support, 
only  the  dregs  of  the  population  remained,  and 
the  Government  could  only  fall  in  with  the  views 
of  these  elements.  And  the  article  concluded 
with  the  striking  words  : — 

The  spirit   of  opposition   is    growing  and 
assuming  imposing  proportions  ;  there  is  evi- 
dence of  that  in  all  the  elections.     A  little 
while  longer,  and  the  steam   will  once  more 
burst  the  lid  off  the  boiler. 
Remembering  that  in  the  third  Duma  the  Octo- 
brists supported  the  Government  through  thick 
and  thin,  we  can  find  nothing  more  symptomatic 
than  these  utterances  of  the  new  spirit  which  is 
now  animating  the  whole  country,  and  which  is 
bound  to  lead  to  signal  developments  in  the 
near  future. 


"  THE    DEVIL    CAN  QUOTE 
SCRIPTURE." 


Bishop's    Denunciation    of  Anti-Semitic 
Agitators. 

Bishop  Demetrius  of  Riazan,  who  is  president  of 
the  local  branch  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People, 
recently  delivered,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Union,  a 
lecture  entitled  "The  Holy  Bible  and  the  Russian 
Monarchists,"  in  which  he  deprecated  the  distortion 
and  falsification  of  Biblical  texts  by  Russian 
"  patriots "  in  their  campaign  against  the  Jews.  The 
Bishop  declared  that  by  such  proceedings  they  cast 
discredit,  not  on  the  Jews,  but  on  the  Orthodox 
Church,  since  they  frequently  denied  not  only  the 
authority  of  the  Old  Testament  but  also  that  of  the 
Gospels.  He  mentioned  by  name  as  offenders  in 
this  connection  General  M.  T.  Dragomiroff,  M. 
Sharapoff,  the  Synod  Missionary  M.  Skvortsoff  (one 
of  whose  recent  exploits  is  referred  to  in  the  article 
from  our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  this  week), 
the  "  unprincipled  Menshikoff,"  of  the  Novoe  Vremya, 
and  Advocate  Shmakoff,  and  in  addition  he 
denounced  the  anonymous  authors  of  various 
pamphlets. 

In  a  letter  published  in  the  Zemschina,  under  the 
heading  "  On  the  Murder  of  A.  Yuschinsky,"  the 
writer,  K.  Lebedeff,  quotes  St.  Paul  as  an  authority 
for  the  assertion  that  no  pardon  for  their  sins  can  be 
obtained  by  Jews  without  sacrifices  of  blood,  and 
concludes  as  follows  : — 

"  It  is  true  that  the  law  only  refers  to  the  blood  of 
calves  and  goats  ;  but  it  has  been  abundantly  proved 
from  the  Talmud  itself  that  the  Jews  consider  all 
Gentiles,  and  especially  Christians,  not  as  human 
persons,  but  as  animals — like  calves  and  goats,  only 
more  perfect  and  of  better  quality.  This  being  so, 
the  ritual  murders  committed  by  them  become  quite 
likely  and  intelligible,  as  blood  sacrifices  required  by 
their  law  for  the  pardon  of  sins.  The  blood  of 
Andrusha  Yuschinsky,  as  that  of  a  sinless  and  superior 
calf  whose  blood  was  strange  to  them,  would  prove 
the  most  suitable  for  their  purpose." 


THE   BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


Profes  sor  Kossovorotoff  has  been  appointed  to  give 
expert  evidence  at  the  trial  of  Beilis  on  the  condition 
in  which  the  body  of  Yuschinsky  was  found.  He 
takes  the  place  of  the  original  medical  expert,  the 
late  Professor  Obolensky,  who  carried  out  the  post- 
mortem examination. 

Beilis  has  applied  for  a  full  copy  of  the  minutes  of 
the  preliminary  inquiry. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


Ai'EU.  ■■'/>,  J  OKI. 


THE  RESTORATION  MOVEMENT 
IN  POLAND. 

How  the  Poles  are  Preparing  to  Fight  for 
Autonomy. 

[The  following  article,  written  by  a  Polish  corre- 
spondent, is  presented  as  throwing  a  significant 
light  upon  the  sentiments  by  which  the  Poles 
are  animated  in  their  relations  with  Russia. 
Even  those  who  are  disturbed  by  the  prospect 
of  Poland  taking  up  arms  against  Russia  in  the 
event  of  a  European  war  cannot  fail  to  be 
impressed  by  the  fact  that  nothing  but  intoler- 
able oppression  could  have  caused  such  a  move- 
ment as  is  here  described.  As  an  indictment  of 
the  Russian  Government's  Polish  policy  the 
article  is  a  document  of  striking  value. — Ed. 
Darkest  Russia.] 


During  the  past  few  years  a  signal  change  has 
taken  place  in  Polish  society. 

A  nation  of  twenty  million  souls,  with  a  glorious 
history  to  look  back  upon,  naturally  cherishes 
aspirations  of  one  day  regaining  its  independence. 
Hence  the  heroic  struggles  and  countless  sacrifices 
witnessed  in  the  Polish  risings  of  1794,  1830,  and 
1863.  Is  it  not  striking,  however,  that  the  war  for 
freedom  has  always  been  waged  against  Russia,  and 
never  against  Austria  or  Prussia  ?  This  phenomenon 
is  explained  by  the  fact  that,  being  unable  to  destroy 
the  compact  mass  of  nearly  twelve  millions  living  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Poland,  the  Russian  Government  has 
organised  a  barbarous  "  russification "  campaign 
against  them.  While  in  Austria  the  Poles  enjoy  full 
autonomy  and  equal  citizen  rights,  and  in  Prussia, 
though  stripped  of  national  rights,  they  have  at  least 
the  possibility  of  cultural  and  economic  development, 
Russia  continually  aims  at  lowering  their  culture  and 
making  their  economic  condition  worse  and  worse. 

No  Compromise. 

A  few  years  ago  the  idea  of  reconciliation  with 
Russia  was  rather  popular  in  Poland.  When 
Nicholas  II.  ascended  the  throne  the  Polish  aristo- 
cracy and  plutocracy  believed  in  his  good  intentions 
and  fairness  of  mind  ;  but  the  hopes  they  built  were 
doomed  to  destruction,  and  they  were  very  soon 
disillusioned.  Subsequently  all  national  hopes  were 
centred  in  the  Russian  revolutionary  elements,  and 
during  1905  and  1906  the  Polish  progressive  parties 
contributed  largely  to  the  work  of  the  Revolution, 
without  asking  anything  for  themselves  but  the 
grant  of  self-government.  But  the  only  reward  they 
gathered  was  persecution.  The  packed  Duma 
devised  new  methods  of  injustice,  such  as  the 
detachment  of  Holm,  and  to-day  a  Bill  granting  self- 
government  to  Poland  would  find  no  effective 
support. 

Thus  seriously-thinking  people  have  at  last 
arrived  at  the  conviction  that  all  relations  between 
Russians  and  Poles  must  be  broken  off.  But  how  ? 
This  year  Poland  mournfully  remembers  her  last 
rising  of  fifty  years  ago.  Conscious  that  she  cannot 
even  dream  of  a  successful  armed  insurrection,  she 
bases  all  her  hopes  on  the  international  situation, 
which  since  1909  has  been  fraught  with  the  prospect 
of  a  war  between  Russia  and  Austria.  The  outbreak 
of  the  Turco-Italian  War  in  191 1  gave  rise  to  the 
anticipaiion  of  an  attack  by  the  Balkan  States  on  the 
weakened  Turkish  Empire  and  so  brought  the  possi- 
bility nearer.  Anticipations  of  this  kind  have 
quickened  the  mutual  understanding  of  all  the  Polish 
parties  that  are  opposed  to  a  compromise  with 
Russia.  Socialists  have  entered  into  a  close  alliance 
with  ultra  Nationalists  and  Progressives,  and  an 
organisation  has  been  formed  for  the  preparation  of 
the  fighting  forces  of  the  nation  for  the  event  of  an 
Austro-  Russian  war. 

Training  for  War. 

In  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  arrangements  have  of 
course  to  be  made  in  secret,  but  in  Galicia  the  move- 
ment is  organised  openly,  since  there  is  no  trans- 
gression of  the  Austrian  laws.  A  large  number  of 
military  publications  are  being  issued,  partly  trans- 
lated from  foreign  languages  (and  especially  from 
the  English;,  and  partly  original,  dealing  with  the 
topography  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  and  cognate 
matters.  A  chain  of  special  organisations  based  on 
military  discipline  is  being  formed  throughout  the 
country  for  the  purpose  of  training  young  Poles  in 
their  prospective  duties.  In  their  eighteenth  year 
boy  scouts  have  to  enter  rifle  associations,  where 
experienced  soldiers  who  formerly  served  in  the 
Austrian  or  Russian  Army  act  as  instructors.  In 
large  university  towns  students  who  sympathise  with 
the  restoration  movement  go  through  a  complete 
military  course,  at  the  end  of  which  they  take  an 
examination  qualifying  them  for  the  rank  of  officers  ; 
after  that  they  go  the  ^mailer  towns  as  instructors, 
or  attach  themselves  to  working  men's  associations. 

During  the  last  few  years,  as  the  result  of  the  agita- 


tion carried  on  by  tic  progressive  "  intellectuals," 
Galicia  has  gone  througli  a  rapid  evolution,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  75  per  cent,  of  its  population  are 
agriculturists,  and  therefore  belong  to  the  most  con- 
servative elements.  Awakened  from  their  former 
impassive  and  stolid  attitude,  the  peasantry  were  >' 
first  distrustful  of  the  new  movement  ;  but  when  it 
was  joined  by  prominent  peasant  deputies  they  began 
to  show  enthusiasm  and  entered  the  rifle  associations. 
To-day,  when  the  movement  is  at  its  very  beginning, 
over  20,000  peasants  and  working  men  in  Galicia 
already  belong  to  these  associations,  and  in  addition 
there  are  a  considerable  number  of  ex-soldiers  who 
are  well  acquainted  witli  military  service.  But  the 
main  forces  are,  of  course,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Poland, 
where  not  long  ago  the  peasants  were  so  ill-disposed 
towards  the  insurrection  movement  that  in  1863  they 
hunted  down  Polish  insurgents  and  delivered  them 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Xow  things  have  taken 
an  entirely  new  turn,  and  it  may  be  confidently  said 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  peasantry  are  ready  to 
swell  the  ranks  of  Russia's  adversaries. 

The  Provisory  Committee. 
It  goes  without  saying  that  so  remarkable  a  move- 
ment has  to  put  up  with  many  impediments.  The 
Polish  Nationalists,  who,  after  carrying  on  a  flirta- 
tion for  a  time  with  the  Government  in  the  guise  of 
Panslavists,  have  now  been  repulsed  and  proclaim 
the  futility  of  all  endeavours  at  reconciliation,  are 
opposed  to  the  restoration  movement  in  Galicia,  con- 
sidering Germany  to  be  the  greatest  danger  to  Poland. 
The  Galician  movement  is  also  hindered  somewhat  by 
internal  differences.  The  Conservatives  would  like 
simply  to  incorporate  the  rifle  associations  with  the 
Austrian  Army  ;  the  Nationalists,  resenting  the 
prevalence  of  radical  elements  in  those  asso- 
ciations, form  their  own  military  organisations, 
and  are  still  uncertain  whether,  in  the  event  of 
a  European  war,  they  would  direct  them  against 
Russia  or  Germany.  The  majority  of  the  nation, 
however,  is  determined  to  support  the  anti-Russian 
movement.  At  the  head  of  the  whole  organisation 
is  the  Provisory  Committee,  with  its  seat  in  Cracow. 
Officially  it  is  represented  by  several  members  of 
Parliament  in  Vienna  and  of  the  Diet  in  Lemberg, 
among  whom  are  the  leaders  of  three  great  political 
groups — the  peasantry,  the  Progressive  middle  class, 
and  the  Socialists.  This  coalition,  comprising  the 
most  different  elements,  proves  that  the  Poles  are 
unanimous  in  their  hatred  towards  Russia. 

Austrian  Government's  Attitude. 

The  Provisory  Committee  has  succeeded  in  uniting 
under  its  banner  our  compatriots  who  are  scattered 
throughout  America  and  the  larger  towns  of  Europe, 
and  who  send  voluntary  contributions  to  the  Polish 
military  chest.  The  proclamations  issued  by  the 
Committee  are  based  on  highly  democratic  prin- 
ciples, recognising  in  the  first  place  the  equality  of 
all  classes  and  creeds. 

The  activities  of  the  Committee  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Poland  must,  of  course,  be  left  out  of  discussion.  In 
Austria,  however,  the  movement  is  allowed  to  develop 
freely.  The  Government  is  even  glad  to  see  a  war- 
like spirit  displayed  in  these  uncertain  times,  and 
allows  its  arms  and  ranges  to  be  used  by  the  rifle 
associations.  For  the  present  the  war  is  postponed, 
but  the  restoration  movement  will  not  cease. 
Omittance  is  no  quittance,  and  when  the  favour- 
able and  historic  moment  arrives  the  Poles  will  be 
read}'. 

F. 


RUSSIAN    PRISON  ATROCITIES. 


Questions  in  the   House   of  Commons. 


In  the  House  of  Commons  last  Tuesday  Mr.  King 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  had  received  any  information  as  to  the 
alleged  imprisonment  without  trial  and  imprisonment 
of  political  offenders  in  Russia:  and  whether  he 
would  state  to  the  Government  of  Russia,  as  he  had 
already  stated  to  the  Government  of  Portugal,  that 
abuses  have  a  very  unfavourable  effect  upon  public 
opinion  and  sympathies. 

The  Under-Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
Acland). — I  have  received  no  information  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  King. — Are  we  to  assume  from  this  answer 
that  a  higher  standard  of  political  justice  is  demanded 
for  Portugal  than  is  expected  from  Russia? 

Mr.  Acland. — No,  sir. 

Yesterday,  after  we  had  gone  to  press,  Mr.  King 
was  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
"  whether  he  will  inquire  of  our  Ambassador  in  St. 
1'ctersb'jrg  as  to  the  alleged  treatment  of  political 
prisoners  in  Russia  ;  whether,  as  indicated  by  inter- 
pellations in  the  Duma,  political  prisoners  are  Hogged, 
loaded  with  chains,  and  kept  many  days  in  the 
punishment-cell  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  bad 
effect  on  public  opinion  of  these  allegations  being 
allowed  to  go  without  denial,  he  will  urge  the  British 
Ambassador  in  St.  Petersburg  to  bring  this  matter 
before  the  Russian  Government  without  delay." 


DUMA'S    FREEDOM    OF  SPEECH. 

New  Outrage  Contemplated  by  the  Minister 
of  Justice. 

The  Government  does  not  appear  to  be  satisfied 
with  allowing  private  actions  to  be  brought  against 
deputies  for  speeches  delivered  in  the  Duma  and 
against  signatories  of  inconvenient  interpellations, 
but  is  said  to  be  contemplating  the  application  on  its 
own  account  of  a  new  weapon  against  Parliamentary 
freedom  of  speech. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Ministry  of  Justice  proposes 
to  take  proceedings  against  Deputy  Mankoff  for  the 
speech  he  delivered  in  support  of  his  interpellation 
on  the  atrocities  committed  in  the  convict  prisons. 
In  his  capacity  of  original  signatory  of  that  inter- 
pellation M.  Mankoff  delivered  a  speech  at  the  time, 
demanding  that  the  matter  should  be  recognised  as 
urgent.  The  demand  for  urgency  was,  however, 
rejected,  and  the  interpellation  was  referred  to  a 
Committee,  from  which  it  has  not  yet  emerged.  And 
now  the  Ministry  of  Justice  is  about  to  institute  a 
prosecution  against  Deputy  Mankoff  without  awaiting 
the  consideration  of  the  interpellation  by  the  full 
meeting  of  the  Duma,  or  even  its  admission  or  rejec- 
tion by  the  Select  Committee. 


OFFICIAL  JOBBERY. 

Ex-Governor  Exposes  "  Graft  "  Methods 
in  the  Duma. 

The  Duma,  which  adjourned  for  the  Orthodox 
Easter  holidays  on  April  18th,  when  there  was  no 
longer  the  obligatory  quorum  of  146  to  vote  on  the 
interpellation  on  the  search  made  by  the  police  at  the 
residence  of  Deputy  Petrovsky,  will  reassemble  on 
May  7th. 

The  Duma  separated  in  what  the  Government  must 
have  found  a  somewhat  refractory  mood.  Not  only 
did  it  reject  the  Bills  connected  with  the  transforma- 
tion of  the  Army  Medical  Academy,  but,  as  we 
reported  last  week,  it  even  declined  to  vote  the  credits 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  subsidiary  departments  of 
the  reformed  institution. 

Nor  could  the  Government  feel  flattered  at  the  fate 
of  the  interpellation  on  the  Oil  Syndicate,  since  even 
the  resolution  of  the  Right,  which  was  carried, 
declared  the  explanations  of  the  Minister  of  Com- 
merce, M.  Timasheff,  to  be  unsatisfactory.  During 
the  discussion  on  this  interpellation  M.  Khvostoff, 
ex-Governor  of  Nijni  and  leader  of  the  Right,  gave 
the  following  description  of  the  business  methods  in 
vogue  among  Russian  officialdom  : — 

"  You  know,  gentlemen,  that  in  pre-reformed 
Russia  business  was  carried  on  according  to  the 
principle — '  You  must  grease  before  you  can  move.' 
Do  you  imagine  that  matters  have  changed  since 
1905  ?  No,  there  are  still  carried  on  in  St.  Peters- 
burg offices  which  are  frequented  by  jobbers  on  the 
one  hand  and  by  high-placed  persons  on  the  other. 
Offices  of  this  kind  have  been  created,  for  instance, 
by  two  foreign  firms  which  manufacture  arms. 
Regular  auction;  are  going  on  at  which  Russian 
generals  are  purchased  ;  and  the  latter  subsequently 
take  salaried  service  with  the  new  factories,  upon 
which  they  receive  immediate  advances  in  cash.  The 
question  of  syndicates  is  now  entering  into  the  same 
atmosphere.  On  our  soil  this  question  is  of  a  much 
more  threatening  character  than  it  is  in  America  or 
Western  Europe." 


STUDENTS'  SUICIDES. 


The  public  excitement  aroused  by  the  recent 
suicide  of  the  student  Glotoff,  of  the  transformed 
Military  Medical  Academy,  has  been  enormously 
intensified  owing  to  the  news  of  the  suicide  at 
Geneva  of  a  student  named  Koroleff,  a  former  pupil 
of  the  Witmer  Gymnasium  in  St.  Petersburg.  It 
will  be  remembered  that,  following  the  arrests  made 
at  the  Gymnasium,  which  formed  the  subject  of  a 
severe  attack  on  M.  Kasso  in  the  Duma,  several  of 
its  pupils  were  expelled.  A  well-known  philan- 
thropist, M.  Shakhoff,  undertook  to  provide  for  the 
education  of  the  dismissed  students  abroad.  In  spite, 
however,  of  the  attractions  of  the  Swiss  climate  and 
scenery,  Koroleff  could  not  reconcile  himself  to 
exile,  and  put  an  end  to  his  own  life.  Not  only  was 
hi j  funeral  honoured  by  the  presence  of  the  whole 
Russian  colony  residing  at  Geneva  and  other  Swiss 
resorts,  but  his  fate  has  been  commemorated  by 
several  memorial  services  and  meetings  held  in  Russia 
itself.  These  gatherings,  unfortunately,  are  likely  to  be 
used  as  a  pretext  for  renewed  prosecutions  and  acts  of 
repression. 


According  to  a  telegram  from  Dorpat,  the  Estho- 
nian  Temperance  Society  has  been  closed  for  the 
second  time  by  order  of  the  Governor. 
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PRISON    ATROCITIES  AND 
BRITISH  OPINION. 


Mr.  Acland's  reply  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  Thursday  to  a  question  relating  to  the  treat- 
ment of  political  prisoners  in  Russia  is  more 
ingenious  than  convincing.  He  seized  upon  the 
point  that  the  allegations,  of  which  the  Foreign 
Office  still  affects  to  be  without  knowledge,  rested 
upon  interpellations  in  the  Duma,  and  rode  away 
from  the  main  question  on  the  plea  that,  if  we 
make  diplomatic  representations  to  Russia  on 
subjects  so  raised,  "  we  must  admit  from  foreign 
Governments  representations  founded  upon  ques- 
tions put  in  the  House  of  Commons  about  our 
internal  affairs."  But  of  course  the  point  of  the 
question  was  not  that  the  allegations  had  been 
made  in  the  Duma ;  the  reference  to  the  inter- 
pellations was  merely  incidental.  The  facts 
relating  to  prison  atrocities  have  been  set  forth 
far  more  fully  outside  the  Duma  than  within  it ; 
there  is  a  wealth  of  documents  in  existence  giving 
the  most  complete  details  of  the  inhuman 
practices  of  which  the  Russian  authorities  are 
accused,  and  in  every  case  chapter  and  verse  are 
cited  in  a  manner  that,  in  the  absence  of  any 
authoritative  denial,  compels  conviction.  These 
things  are  notorious,  and  even  admitted  by  many 
Government/  officials.  Further,  m  anticipation 
of  the  question  that  was  to  be  put  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  we  took  care  a  fortnight  ago  to 
place  some  of  the  most  recent  facts  before  the 
Foreign  Office,  which  stated  that  they  were 
receiving  attention.  And  yet  Mr.  Acland,  speak- 
ing for  his  chief,  declares  that,  so  far  from  being: 
in  a  position  to  judge  of  the  truth  of  the  charges 
made  against  the  Russian  Government,  he  has  no 
knowledge  even  of  their  bare  contents. 

We  have  already  drawn  attention  to  the 
answer  given  about  a  month  ago  to  a  similar 
question  relating  to  the  treatment  of  political 
prisoners  in  Portugal.  The  Foreign  Office  did 
not  then  evade  the  issue  by  pleading-  lack  of 
knowledge,  or  attempting  a  reductio  ad  absurdum 
on  the  ground  that,  having  been  raised  in  the 
Portuguese  Parliament,  the  subject  was  not  one 
with  which  we  could  actively  concern  ourselves. 
True,  Sir  Edward  Grey  could  not  undertake  to 
make  diplomatic  representations  in  Lisbon ;  but 
he  warned  the  Portuguese  Government  with  com- 
mendable straightforwardness  that  such  "  abuses 
must  have  a  very  unfavourable  effect  upon  public 
opinion  and  sympathies."  We  should  have  been 
satisfied  if  a  similar  answer  had  been  returned 
last  Thursday.  Why  is  so  striking  a  distinction 
made  between  the  two  countries  ?  In  both  cases 
the  charges  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Foreign  Office  in  precisely  the  same  fashion,  the 
only  difference  being  that  in  regard  to  Russia 
the  volume  of  evidence  which  could  have  been 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  Downing-street  was 
probably  ten  or  twenty  times  as  great  as  that 
relating  to  Portugal.  The  explanation  is,  of 
course,  that  Portugal,  being  a  weak  Power,  may 
be  reprimanded  with  impunity,  but  Russia,  for 
whose  susceptibilities  Sir  Edward  Grey  never 
relaxes  his  solicitude,  must  only  be  addressed  in 
terms  of  whispering  humbleness,  lest  the  precious 
fabric  of  the  Entente  suffer  damage.  Here, 
apparently,  we  have  a  concrete  example  of  that 
"  deeper  sin  "  of  blindness  arising  from  "  policy 


or  ambition  "  which  Cromwell  denounced  two 
centuries  and  a  half  ago. 

When,  we  wonder,  will  the  Foreign  Office  learn 
the  futility  of  shutting  Its  eyes  to  the  hard  facts 
of  the  Russian  situation  ?    It    cannot  prevent 
those   facts  from   becoming   generally  known, 
as    indeed    they    are    in   this    country ;  and 
its  own  pretence  of   ignorance  merely  lays  it 
open  to  charges  of  partiality  of  the  worst  kind. 
To  put  the  matter  on  as  low  a  level  as  possible,  we 
should  have  thought  that  in  the  interests  of  the 
Government  itself  Sir  I'dward  Grey  would  have 
paid  some  respect  to  ■British,  public  opinion  on 
this  matter.    Perhaps  he  does  not  know  how 
strong  that  opinion  is  ;  if  so,  he  would  do  well 
to  inform  himself  by  inquiring  among  his  own 
political   supporters.      We    ourselves    do  not 
hesitate  to  affirm  without  fear  of  contradiction 
that  in  their  detestation  of  the  prison  outrages  to 
which  week  after  week  ..e  have  drawn  attention, 
if  not  in  their  genera  •.  attitude    towards  the 
Russian     Government,    our    countrymen  are 
unanimous  ;  the  many  letters  of  inquiry  we  have 
received  on  this  subject  are  sufficiently  convinc- 
ing in  themselves.    But,  after  all,  the  Foreign 
Secretary  has  little  excuse  for  ignorance  on  this 
score.    Did  not  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
himself,  only  a  few  months  back,  make  it  a  con- 
dition of  a  union  between  the  Anglican  and  the 
Russian   Orthodox  Chv  rches  that  the  Russian 
Government;  shoaia  'iff^sT-  to  Biitisli 
feelings    by     countenancing   atrocities  ?  Sir 
Edward  Grey's  attitude  of  indifference  is  all  the 
more  unfortunate  because  we  believe  that  a  few 
words   from   him    judiciously   and  informally 
spoken  in  the  right  place  and  at  the  right  time 
would  have  more  influence  than  a  whole  series 
of  public  protest  meetings.    And  both  he  and 
the  Russian  Government  must  know  that  any 
concession  to  civilised  opinion  made  by  the  latter 
in  deference  to  British  sentiment  would  have  a 
powerful  and  very  practical  effect  in  drawing  the 
two  peoples  together  in  an  understanding  which 
at  present  is  confined  to  their  respective  Foreign 
Offices.   

AN   AMAZING  ARREST. 


An  astounding  incident  recently  took  place  at  the 
court  of  Putiol,  in  the  government  of  Kursk,  which 
enjoys  the  blessing  of  being  administered  by  the 
famous  Governor  Muratoff. 

While  the  case  of  Haykin  v.  The  Moscow-Kiev- 
Voronej  Railway  was  proceeding,  a  police  officer 
entered  the  court  and  ordered  the  constables  by 
whom  he  was  accompanied  to  arrest  the  plaintiff  on 
the  ground  that,  being  a  Jew,  he  was  not  entitled  to 
reside  at  Putiol. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  presiding  Judge  pointed  out 
that  Haykin  had  come  there  in  obedience  to  a 
summons  from  the  court,  and  that  no  arrests  could 
be  effected  in  a  court  of  law  without  the  order  of  the 
presiding  Judge.  The  Commissary  of  Police  paid 
no  attention  to  these  remonstrances.  Haykin  was 
carried  off  to  the  lock-up,  and  the  Judge  had  to 
suspend  the  sitting. 


NO  GLAZIERS. 


More  than  a  dozen  school  buildings  constructed 
by  the  Zemstvo  in  various  parts  of  the  Jitomir  district 
cannot  be  used  for  teaching  purposes  for  want  of 
window-panes.  To  understand  the  cause  of  this 
strange  anomaly  it  should  be  stated  that  there  is  not 
a  single  Christian  glazier  to  be  found  throughout  the 
government  of  Volhynia,  while  the  police  do  not 
allow  any  Jewish  glazier  to  enter  a  village  even  for  a 
few  hours. 


TEMPERANCE  TEACHERS' 
TRIAL. 


More  About  the  "Expert"  Witnesses  for 
the  Prosecution. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  30th. 
In  continuation  of  my  account,  published  last 
week,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  great  temperance 
teacher,  Brother  Tchurikoff,  and  his  followers  are 
persecuted,  I  give  some  further  details  relating  to 
the  second  Government  "expert,"  M.  Skvortsoff ,  who 
gave  evidence  in  the  trial  of  the  members  of  the 
sect.  On  December  30th,  191 1,  there  appeared  in 
the  Groza  a  letter  from  the  late  Synod  Missionary, 
Abbot  Arsenius,  concerning  Brother  Tchurikoff's 
"  religious  conversations."  The  writer  stated  that  he 
had  not  been  able  to  discover  anything  heretical  in 
the  reports  of  those  conversations,  since  Tchurikoff 
was  not  a  Dissenter,  but  a  righteous  Orthodox  Evan- 
gelist, whose  teachings  were  reverent  from  beginning 
to  end.  This  testimony  greatly  perturbed  M. 
Skvortsoff,  who  sent  a  certain  Smirnoff  to  the  Abbot, 
then  in  the  Crimea,  with  a  ready-made  repudiation  in 
writing  of  the  letter  published,  requesting  Father 
Arsenius  to  sign  it  and  to  send  it  to  the  Press,  and 
promising  him  by  way  of  reward  to  have  him 
restored  to  his  favourite  Monastery  of  Voskressensky, 
near  Luban.  At  the  same  time  two  wealthy  mer- 
chants of  St.  Petersburg  who  had  been  supporting 
Father  Arsenius  stopped  his  allowance.  Under  such 
combined  pressure  the  Abbot  actually  signed  the 
repudiation  required  and  sent  it  to  the  very  same 
panpr  jjq  which  he  rnd  published  his  eulogv  of 
Brother  Tchurikoff.  This  statement  was  accom- 
panied by  a  private  communication  to  the  editor 
of  the  Groza,  explaining  that  he  had  been 
"  ruined  and  deserted  for  speaking  the  truth  about 
Tchurikoff,"  and  that  this  was  a  hard  blow  to  him  at 
the  age  of  eighty,  afflicted  as  he  was  with  a  chronic 
disease.  In  these  circumstances  the  Groza  declined 
to  publish  the  retractation. 

The   Third  Expert. 

As  for  the  third  expert,  M  Ayvazoff,  the  following 
facts  speak  with  sufficient  eloquence. 

I  have  already  quoted  M.  Skvortsoff's  article  in 
which  he  mentioned  that  in  February,  1910,  M. 
Ayvazoff  denounced  the  Moscow  Brothers  to  the 
Synod  as  "Khlysts"  (Christ  Incarnationists),  who 
indulged  in  abominations  at  their  secret  meetings. 
The  supplementary  magisterial  inquiry  demonstrated 
the  falsity  of  that  assertion.  Nevertheless,  on  the 
strength  of  Ayvazoff's  report,  the  Synod  excommuni- 
cated the  Moscow  Brothers  on  March  20th,  1910. 
Ayvazoff  repeated  his  calumny  in  a  pamphlet  entitled 
"  The  Moscow  Dissenters  and  the  Moscow 
'  Brothers  '  "  Copies  were  distributed  by  the  priests 
in  the  churches  of  Moscow  on  the  eve  and  on  the 
very  day  of  the  excommunication,  which  was 
reported  in  the  pamphlet  as  an  already  accomplished 
fact,  although  this  document  had  been  not  only 
printed  but  even  distributed  before  the  excommuni- 
cation took  place.    A  passage  on  page  52  runs  : — 

"This  judgment  on  the  Brothers  has  now  been 
consummated.  On  March  20th,  1910,  in  Orthodoxy 
Week,  the  prelates  and  the  priests  of  Moscow  excom- 
municated in  the  sacred  temples  of  God  the 
'  Brothers'  Ivan  Koloskoff  and  Demetrius  Grigoryeff 
from  the  Orthodox  Church  of  Christ,  and  condemned 
them  to  anathema  coram  populo." 

In  order  to  manufacture  evidence  against  the 
Moscow  Brothers  Ayvazoff  tried  to  persuade  some  of 
their  followers  to  calumniate  them  for  a  pecuniary 
consideration.  To  this  one  of  the  witnesses  sum- 
moned, Maria  Vaburina,  deposed  in  court. 

Such  are  the  experts  for  the  prosecution  called 
upon  to  give  evidence  against  the  Brothers.  It  is 
quite  evident  that  their  assertions  in  this  case  lacked 
the  quality  of  impartiality,  to  say  nothing  of  veracity. 
The  men  now  under  sentence  have  lodged  an  appeal 
with  the  Moscow  High  Court. 

On  the  night  of  April  28th  several  searches  were 
made  at  Riga  by  order  of  the  Okhrana,  many  houses 
in  the  town  being  surrounded  by  detachments  of 
police  and  soldiers. 
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RUSSIAN  IMPERIALISM. 


III.*— The    Object    of    the  Persian 
Adventure    and    its  Effects. 


The  unfortunate  Russo-Japanese  War,  with  its 
debacle  on  the  fields  of  Manchuria,  has  not  altered 
the  aggressive  character  of  the  Russian  ( iovernment's 
foreign  policy,  nor  has  it  caused  Russian  Imperialists 
to  renounce  their  plans  of  conquest  at  the  expense  of 
the  weak  neighbouring  countries.  All  that  has  been 
radically  altered  is  the  attitude  of  Old  Russia  towards 
the  first-class  States,  which  can  no  longer  be  treated 
as  they  once  were.  There  is  no  longer  any  trace  of 
the  traditional  provocative  attitude  towards  Japan, 
who  was  goaded  into  war  for  Manchuria  and 
Korea  ;  towards  Kngland,  with  whom  Russia  was 
formerly  in  perpetual  disagreement  on  account  of 
Tibet,  Afghanistan,  and  the  Persian  Gulf  ;  or  towards 
Italy,  against  whom  there  used  to  be  hostility  on 
account  of  Abyssinia,  although  that  country  is  of 
little  concern  to  Russia.  Many  things  have  hap- 
pened since  the  Peace  of  Portsmouth.  The  relations 
with  various  first-class  Powers  have  been  improved. 
Treaties  of  friendship  have  been  signed  with  Russia's 
"  eternal  enemy,"  England,  and  later  with  Japan  ;  the 
occasions  for  conHict  with  Italy  have  been  removed. 

Persia  as   a  Russian  Province. 

But  simultaneously  with  this  solicitous  attitude 
towards  the  stronger  Powers  the  deadly  pressure 
upon  the  neighbouring  weaker  States  which  are 
passing  through  a  critical  period  of  transition,  such 
as  Persia,  China,  and  Turkey,  has  increased,  Russia's 
aggressive  policy  manifesting  itself  in  a  special 
degree  with  regard  to  Persia."  It  is  true  that  there 
is  no  openly  declared  and,  so  to  say,  legally  con- 
stituted war  with  Persia,  nor  does  the  European 
Press  publish  telegrams  relating  the  victories  of  the 
Russian  Army ;  but,  unfortunately  for  Persia,  the 
present  position  is  worse  than  an  open  war,  since 
that  unhappy  country  does  not  know  that  the  day 
of  peace  with  her  powerful  neighbour  will  ever 
arrive.  The  Russian  troops  cross  the  Persian  frontier, 
administer  "justice'  and  punishment,  and  execute 
Persian  citizens  who  have  made  themselves  in  any 
way  obnoxious  to  the  Russian  Government.  This, 
however,  cannot  be  fitted  into  the  frame  of  interna- 
tional law.  If  Persia  is  recognised  to  be  an  inde- 
pendent State,  the  occupation  of  Persian  territory  by 
Russian  troops  and  the  handing  over  of  the  adminis- 
tration to  the  commanders  of  foreign  punitive  expedi- 
tions could  only  take  place  after  the  rupture  of 
diplomatic  relations  and  the  declaration  of  war. 
But  nothing  of  this  has  happened,  and  thus  Persia 
is  practically  assumed  to  form  part  of  the  Russian 
Empire,  and  is  treated  unceremoniously  as  a  rebel- 
lious Russian  province  which  does  not  recognise  the 
lawful  authorities. 

Of  course,  it  is  the  aspiration  of  the  Russian 
Imperialists  to  absorb  the  whole  of  Northern 
Persia  and  to  form  it  into  a  new  Russian  govern- 
ment. The  international  situation,  however,  compels 
Russian  diplomacy  to  act  with  some  caution  in  the 
Persian  question.  Without  renouncing  for  a  moment 
its  plan  of  annexation,  the  Russian  Government 
hesitates  to  send  its  troops  to  occupy  Teheran.  It 
moves  towards  that  goal  by  a  roundabout  way. 

Anarchy  and  Finance. 

In  its  de>ire  to  destroy  the  independence  of 
Persia,  for  which  purpose  it  creates  and  inflames 
anarchy  throughout  the  country,  the  Russian 
Government  is  not  satisfied  with  openly  supporting 
reaction,  discrediting  the  constitutional  Persian 
Government,  and  retaining  its  troops  on  Persian 
territory.  It  grants  protection  to  robbers  of  the  kind 
of  Rahim  Khan,  and  forces  from  Persia  concessions 
whi  ;h,  though  useless  to  Russia,  are  most  humiliating 
to  the  neighbouring  State.  One  of  the  chief  weapons 
of  Russian  diplomacy  in  its  struggle  against  the  new, 
regenerated  Persia  is  to  be  found  in  finance.  And 
here  we  come  to  the  question  of  loans,  which  play 
such  an  enormous  part  in  the  life  of  modern  States, 
especially  at  moments  of  social  and  political  transi- 
tion 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  total  public  debt  of 
Persia  is  utterly  insignificant  when  compared  to  her 
population  and  to  the  revenues  which  could 
easily  be  obtained  by  a  slight  regulation  of  her 
administrative  and  financial  system.  This  is  a  fact 
which  is  even  acknowledged  in  Russian  official 
document-.  According  to  the  admission  of  the 
Russian  Government  itself,  for  the  pacification  of 
Persia  and  the  establishment  of  lasting  order  in  that 
country  not  only  is  the  introduction  of  representa- 
tive government  indispensable,  but  at  the  same  time 
assistance  must  be  given  to  the  Government  of  the 
Shah  for  carrying  out  the  most  necessary  reforms. 
Among  the  latter  financial  reform  stands  foremost, 
and  it  i-  to  be  followed  by  'administrative,  military, 


•  Previous  article-)  appeared  on  April  23rd  ai:d  April  30th. 


and  judicial  reforms  {vide  p.  56,  Collection  of  Diplo- 
matic Documents  on  Persia,  Series  II.,  St.  Peters- 
burg, 191 1).  These  are  the  indubitable  truths 
uttered  by  the  Russian  <  /overnmcnt  in  an  official 
document.  But,  so  far  from  doing  anything  to 
help  the  constitutional  Persian  Government  to 
regulate  the  financial  position  of  the  country,  it 
compels  Persia,  exhausted  by  a  long  internal  war, 
to  undertake  the  obligation  of  paying  all  the  private 
debts  of  the  ex-Shah  and  granting  him  a  pension, 
while  forbidding  her  to  contract  loans  in  other 
countries.  In  strict  adherence  to  this  system  of 
financial  oppression,  the  Russian  Government,  if  it 
renders  pecuniary  assistance  itself,  does  so  only  in 
microscopic  doses,  and  always  on  usurious  con- 
ditions. In  this  way  Russian  diplomacy  deprives 
Persia  of  even  th'e  shortest  breathing  space,  while  it 
enslaves  her  for  all  time. 

The   Money  Difficulty. 

In  their  reports  to  the  central  Government  Russia's 
official  representatives  rub  their  hands  over  the  finan- 
cial embarrassments  of  Persia.  "  The  original  enthu- 
siasm of  the  people  for  the  liberation  movement  has 
passed  away,  and  the  every-day  life  is  being  resumed, 
with  the  pecuniary  sacrifices  it  entails  ;  but  there  is  no 
money  and  none  to  be  procured  from  anywhere.  .  .  . 
The  money  question  is  the  critical  and  painful  feature 
of  the  present  position  of  affairs."'  Thus  the  Russian 
Agent,  Aulic  Councillor  Sablin,  reports  a  month 
after  the  capture  of  Teheran  by  the  revolutionary 
troops  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Shah  (p.  61,  Collec- 
tion of  Diplomatic  Documents  on  Persia,  Series  III., 
St.  Petersburg,  1912).  "  The  complete  absence  of  pecu- 
niary means  serves  as  a  stumbling-block  for  the  new 
regime  in  Persia.  All  the  taxes  formerly  collected 
are  exhausted,  and  the  financiers  here  are  vainly 
racking  their  brains  in  search  of  some  new  source  of 
revenue.''  Such  are  the  opening  words  of  the  report 
of  August  31st  drawn  up  by  another  Russian  Agent, 
Actual  Councillor  of  State  Stritter  (lb.,  p.  99). 

In  order  to  render  Persia's  financial  difficulties 
more  acute,  the  Russian  Government  supported 
anarchy  in  that  country,  rendered  assistance  to  the 
ex-Shah,  whose  artillery  was  transported  across  the 
whole  of  Russia  labelled  "  Mineral  Waters,"  and  took 
Rahim  Khan  under  its  high  protection.  When  that 
robber,  who  was  carrying  on  an  open  war  against 
the  Constitutional  Government,  pillaging  peaceable 
inhabitants  and  killing  women  and  children,  fell  ill, 
it  even  sent  him  a  surgeon.  And  when  he  suffered 
a  defeat  and  was  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  ConstitutioriaTtrfftjps';  M.  Izvolsky  wired  to 
the  Russian  Ambassador  at  Teheran  that  Rahim 
Khan  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  simple  robber, 
but  rather  as  an  insurgent,  and  that  if  he  managed 
to  reach  some  Russian  Consulate  he  was  not  to  be 
refused  protection  (Collection  of  Diplomatic  Docu- 
ments, &c,  Series  III.,  p.  310). 

Wasted  Resources. 

Supporting  now  the  Shah  in  his  attempts  to  over- 
throw the  Constitutional  Government  and  to  restore 
the  old  regime,  now  Dareb-Mirza,  Rahim  Khan,  and 
other  robbers,  and  thus  compelling  the  new  Persia 
to  exhaust  her  strength  and  means  in  waging  war 
with  armies  of  bandits  against  whom  expensive 
expeditions  have  continually  to  be  despatched, 
Russian  diplomacy  is  driving  the  country  into  bank- 
ruptcy, and  will  not  allow  it  to  start  on  the 
work  of  internal  reforms.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  as 
soon  as,  by  making  use  of  the  prevalent  state  of 
anarchy,  the  new  Persian  Government  is  subjected  to 
Russian  influence,  the  first  obligation  forced  upon 
the  country  is  the  augmentation  of  the  Cossack 
Brigade  at  Teheran.  Notwithstanding  its  financial 
difficulties,  the  Persian  Government,  in  order  to 
please  Russia,  has  consented  to  increase  the  Cossack 
Brigade  from  its  present  strength  of  1,750  men  of 
all  three  arms  to  4,700.  The  cost  of  the  Brigade 
will  accordingly  be  raised  from  342,000  tomans  to 
over  900,000  tomans  per  annum.  To  satisfy  the 
Russian  Government,  the  unhappy  and  distracted 
country  must  thus  waste  its  resources,  miserable  as 
they  are  under  present  conditions,  on  the  main- 
tenance of  the  very  forces  which  have  played  so 
deplorable  a  part  in  its  internal  history,  and  which 
are  in  reality  the  Russian  advanced  guard  in  Persia. 
The  extent  to  which  this  Brigade  serves  as  an 
instrument  of  foreign  influence  in  Persia  may  be 
gauged  from  the  fact  that,  thanks  to  its  officers,  the 
Russian  Government  is  in  possession  of  detailed 
maps  of  the  country  which  are  not  to  be  found  in 
the  archives  of  the  Persian  Ministry  of  War  itself. 

How  Russian   Industry  Suffers. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  enlarge  on  the  disturbing 
influence  of  this  policy  on  the  development  of 
Russia'-  trade  relations  with  Persia.  What  can  be 
the  purchasing  power  of  the  population  of  a  country 
handed  over  to  perpetual  anarchy,  where  credit 
does  not  exist,  and  where  there  is  no  stable  and 
uniform  monetary  system  ?  How  Russian  industry 
suffers  as  a  result  of  the  anarchy  that  now  reigns  in 
Persia  is  shown  by  the  figures  published  annually  by 
the  General  Belgian  Administration  of  the  Persian 
Customs  Department. 

If  wetakc  as  a  basis  the  year  1906-1907,  which  pre- 


ceded the  conclusion  of  the  Anglo-Russian  Agreement, 
we  find  that,  so  far  from  increasing,  Rus-ian  imports 
to  Persia  have  since  shown  a  tendency  to  decrease. 
In  1906- 1907  they  amounted  to  222,000,000  krans, 
in  the  two  following  years  they  fell  to  [01,000/000 
and  179,000,000  krans  respectively,  and,  after  rising 
in  1909-10  to  226,000,000  krans,  fell  again  in  [910-II 
to  219,000,000  krans.  But  these  figure-,  give  no 
adequate  idea  of  the  losses  sustained,  for,  owing  to 
the  state  of  anarchy  maintained  in  Persia  by  the 
Russian  Government  itself,  Persian  currency  is  falling 
to  such  a  degree  that,  whereas  quite  recently  10  krans 
represented  2  roubles,  the  present  rate  of  exchange 
is  only  1  rouble  65  kopeks,  and  has  even  sunk  a-  low 
as  1  rouble  50  kopeks.  Taking  this  into  considera- 
tion, we  see  that  the  Russian  import  figures  testify  to 
a  very  serious  decline  in  the  trade  with  Persia.  One 
need  only  refer  to  the  Trans-Persian  Railway  project, 
which  is  opposed  by  the  entire  mercantile  class  of 
Moscow,  to  show  "that  in  its  Persian  policy  the 
Russian  Government  takes  no  account  of  commercial 
interests. 

The  Russian  Government  aspires  to  the  annexation 
of  Northern  Persia,  so  that  later  on,  in  the  more  or 
less  remote  future.it  mav  lay  hands  on  the  remaining 
part  of  the  country,  and  thus  reach  the  Persian  Gulf. 
In  pursuance  of  this  aim  it  pays  no  heed  to  the  risks 
of  so  adventurous  a  policy,  which  is  calculated  to  lead 
to  a  conflict  with  England,  to  the  decline  of  Russian 
trade,  and  to  the  still  more  acute  destitution  of  the 
Russian  people  under  the  burden  of  new  taxes  and 
growing  militarism. 

M.  P. 

[To  be  continued.) 


PRISON  ATROCITIES. 


Further  Outrages  on  Politicals  Reported. 


The  Russkaya  Molva  is  in  possession  of  a  letter 
dated  February  6th  from  Gorny  Zarentuy,  which 
reports  that  the  practice  of  torturing  prisoners  has 
been  renewed,  and  that  suicides  have  taken  place  as 
the  result  of  ill-treatment. 

A  few  days  ago,  adds  the  writer,  the  Prison 
Governor,  M.  Kovaleff,  ordered  a  political  offender 
named  Victor  Ryezner  to  be  flogged  for  having  refused 
to  answer  on  being  addressed  in  an  insulting  manner 
and  for  demanding  civil  treatment  on  the  part  of  the 
prison  authorities.  After  the  flogging  Ryezner  was 
placed  in  the  punishment  cell.  Here  he  cut  open 
his  veins,  and  had  to  be  carried  away  to  the  prison 
infirmary,  bleeding  profusely.  So  far  it  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  whether  Ryezner  is  alive  or  dead. 

House  of  Commons  Question. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Thursday,  Mr.  King 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  would  inquire  of  our  Ambassador  in 
St.  Petersburg  as  to  the  alleged  treatment  of  political 
prisoners  in  Russia  ;  whether,  as  indicated  by  inter- 
pellations in  the  Duma,  political  prisoners  were 
flogged,  loaded  witn  chains,  and  kept  many  days  in 
the  punishment  cell  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
bad  effect  on  public  opinion  of  these  allegations 
being  allowed  to  go  without  denial,  he  would  urge 
the  British  Ambassador  in  St.  Petersburg  to  bring  this 
matter  before  the  Russian  Government  without  delay. 

Mr.  Acland,  who  replied,  said  : — I  have  no  know- 
ledge of  the  allegations  in  question.  The  hon. 
member  asks  me  to  make  proceedings  in  the  Duma 
relating  to  internal  affairs  the  subject  of  diplomatic 
representations;  if  so,  we  must  admit  from  fo  eign 
Governments  representations  founded  upon  questions 
put  in  the  House  of  Commons  about  our  internal 
affairs — a  proceeding  that  no  British  Government 
would  submit  to. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  on  April  10th,  in  reply 
to  a  somewhat  similar  question  relating  to  political 
prisoners  in  Portugal,  Sir  Edward  Grey  declared 
that  "  abuses  must  have  a  very  unfavourable  effect 
upon  public  opinion  and  sympathies." 


MAIKOP  FAILURES. 


After  describing  the  Maikop  district  as  a  promising 
field  for  the  production  of  oil,  the  local  correspondent 
of  the  Novoe  Vrcmya  endeavours  to  explain  away  the 
fact  that,  in  spite  of  favourable  natural  conditions, 
most  of  the  English  Maikop  enterprises  have  come 
to  grief. 

"  The  greatest  number  of  those  failures, '  he  says, 
"  were  due  to  the  striking  negligence  and  complete 
ignorance  of  the  persons  entrusted  by  the  English 
capitalists  with  the  management  of  their  concerns. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  among  the  large  number  of 
managers  and  head  managers  there  was  not  even  one 
Englishman  possessed  of  technical  education.  They 
were  mostly  failures  who  had  not  met  with  success  in 
Africa,  Canada,  or  India,  and  were  finally  dropped 
down  by  fate  in  Maikop." 


*  See  article  011  "  The  Trans-Persian  Railway  "  in  Darkesi  Russia 
ni  September  ftb,  mi  2. 
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To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great 
sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Ceom- 

WBLL  ON  THB  PERSECUTION  OP  THE  VaUDOIS. 

NOTES. 


The  Duma's  Rights. 

Our  observations  last  week  on  the  subject  of 
M.  Scheglovitoff's  attitude  towards  freedom  of 
speech  in  the  Duma  are  borne  out  by  a  telegram 
from  St.  Petersburg  printed  in  the  Daily  Tele- 
graph on  Monday.  The  Minister  of  Justice,  it  is 
said,  lias  definitely  pronounced  against  the 
cherished  doctrine  of  inviolability,  on  the  ground 
not  only  that  the  "specific  national  conditions" 
justify  this  action,  but  also  that  "  the  authority 
and  importance  of  Parliamentary  institutions  are 
everywhere  on  the  decline."  We  are  not  dis- 
posed to  discuss  the  general  Parliamentary  situa- 
tion with  M.  Scheglovitoff,  interesting  as  the 
topic  doubtless  is  to  our  own  countrymen  just 
now.  We  cannot,  however,  pass  over  his  extra- 
ordinary claim  that  conditions  which  may  or 
may  not  exist  in  other  countries  justify  the  loss 
of  Parliamentary  immunity  in  Russia.  The 
I  )uma  has  the  right  to  be  considered  solely  on  its 
own  merits,  and  the  only  factor  that  has  ever 
operated  to  lower  its  authority  and  importance 
is  supplied  by  the  Government  and  the  politicians 
of  the  Right.  Tn  spite  of  that  the  assembly  is 
at  last  finding  its  feet,  and  taking  measures  to 
assert  its  dignitj-  and  its  power.  But,  of  com\se, 
any  stick  is  good  enough  to  beat  the  Duma  with, 
and  this  move  of  the  Minister  of  Justice  is 
merely  part  of  the  general  reactionary  campaign 
to  emasculate  the  elected  assembly. 


Torture  as  a  "System." 

Two  Russian  police-officers  employed  in  the 
secret  service  were  recently  sentenced  to  small 
terms  of  imprisonment  for  ill-treating  prisoners 
whom  they  had  arrested.  They  appealed  to  the 
Senate  to  have  their  sentences  quashed,  basing 
their  demand  on  the  ground  that  it  had  become 
a  "  system  "  in  the  secret  service  to  beat  persons 
under  arrest,  and  that  they  could  not  set  them- 
selves against  "  the  authority  of  their  superiors." 
This  throws  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  practices  of 
the  secret  police.  It  was,  of  course,  already  known 
that  gross  cruelty  is  indulged  in  at  the  expense  of 
prisoners  who  have  not  yet  undergone  trial,  and 
even  that  these  methods  have  hardened  into  a 
"  system."  It  is,  however,  a  little  surprising, 
even  to  those  who  are  more  or  less  inured  to 
Russian  conditions,  to  learn  that  the  existence 
of  the  "system"  is  openly  proclaimed  by  its 
exponents,  and  pleaded  without  shame  as  an 
excuse  for  their  savage  indulgence  ;  and,  further, 
that  it  should  be  hinted  that  abstention  from  these 
barbarous  practices  might  be  treated  as  a  breach 
of  duty  and  entail  dismissal.  After  this  it  only 
remains  to  be  added  that  the  Senate  allowed  the 
appeal  and  cancelled  the  sentences. 


Russia  in  Persia. 

The  real  nature  of  Russia's  action  in  Persia 
is  strikingly  illuminated  in  the  third  of  the 
interesting  series  of  articles  on  Russian  Imperial- 


ism which  we  publish  this  week.  The  immediate 
object,  of  course,  is  the  annexation  of  Northern 
Persia  to  the  Russian  Empire  and  the  ultimate 
goal  the  Persian  Gulf.  Open  annexation,  how- 
ever, is  vetoed  for  the  present  by  international 
considerations,  and  therefore  Russia  has  to  make 
herself  master  of  the  country  in  another  way. 
The  campaign  in  which  she  has  been  engaged 
ever  since  the  conclusion  of  the  Anglo-Russian 
Agreement,  and  for  which  that  Agreement  has 
served  as  a  cloak,  consists  in  the  deliberate  creation 
of  anarchy,  in  the  course  of  which  the  most 
notorious  and  dangerous  rebels  and  robbers  have 
been  encouraged  to  throw  Persia  into  a  turmoil. 
That  this  policy  is  still  being  pursued  is  evident 
from  a  message  despatched  to  the  Mmirlfster 
Guardian  by  its  Teheran  correspondent  as 
recently  as  April  26th,  Here  we  are  given  a 
typical  example  of  the  methods  employed  by 
Russian  Consuls  in  Persia  and  of  the  way  in 
which  the  Russian  Foreign  Office  encourages 
them  in  their  efforts  to  stir  up  disorder. 


A.  Consular  Incident. 

Recently,  says  the  correspondent,  the  Persian 
Government,  with  the  expressed  approval  of  the 
Russian  Legation,  appointed  Amerazam  to  be 
Governor- General  of  Strobad,  where,  in  view  of 
the  disturbed  state  of  the  province,  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  place  a  strong  man  in 
power.  When  Amerazam  arrived,  however,  the 
Russian  Consul  opposed  the  appointment,  declar- 
ing that  as  long  as  he  was  Consul  there  he  could 
not  let  the  Deputy- Governor  be  replaced  by  any 
one,  and  that  it  was  not  the  business  of  the 
Legation  to  express  its  approval  without  con- 
sulting him.  Unfortunately  this  cannot  be 
regarded  merely  as  an  act  of  insubordination  on 
the  part  of  the  Consul  in  Strobad  to  the  Lega- 
tion in  Teheran.  The  Consul  evidently  knew 
exactly  what  his  Government  expected  of  him, 
for  when  the  dispute  was  referred  to  St.  Peters- 
burg the  Russian  Foreign  Office  supported  his 
point  of  view.  The  matter,  says  the  correspon- 
dent, has  reached  a  deadlock,  and  he  adds  : — 

"  The  policy  of  all  the  Russian  Consuls  is  to 
keep  up  turmoil  in  all  the  Northern  provinces 
with  the  object  of  destroying  the  authority  of 
the  central  Government  and  bringing  it  to  the 
verge  of  bankruptcy  by  depriving  it  of  all  the 
northern  revenue.  The  Russian  Foreign  Office, 
instead  of  discouraging  them,  unfortunately 
encourages  them." 

One  could  hardly  require  a  more  obvious  and 
timely  illustration  of  the  policy  as  sketched  by 
our  contributor. 

The  Passports  Question  in  Whiteehapel. 

The  recent  Parliamentary  election  in  White- 
chapel  was  instrumental  in  bringing  the  Jewish 
passports  question  to  the  fore.  Captain  Mont- 
eagle  Browne,  the  Conservative  candidate, 
wrote  to  his  leader  on  the  subject,  ui'ging  that 
the  party  should  use  its  endeavours  to  secure 
equal  treatment  for  British  Jews  wishing  to  visit 
Russia  and  the  removal  of  the  present  galling 
and  unjustifiable  restrictions.  To  this  Mr.  Bonar 
Law  replied :  — 

"  I  think  that  all  British  subjects  should 
receive  equal  treatment  without  differentiation 
on  account  of  the  faith  to  which  they  belong, 
and  I  should  be  glad  to  do  anything  in  my  power 
to  secure  that  result." 

We  are  very  glad  to  see  that  the  passports  ques- 
tion is  now  entering  the  sphere  of  practical 
politics,  and  we  trust  that  at  other  elections 
means  may  be  found  to  emphasise  its  importance. 
Above  all,  we  welcome  the  clear-cut  opinion  on 
the  subject  given  by  the  Opposition  leader.  Mr. 
Bonar  Law,  it  will  be  noted,  does  not  shirk  the 
issue  on  the  weak-spirited  plea  that,  so  long  as  the 
restrictions  on  British  Jews  are  the  same  as  those 
placed  upon  Jews  of  other  nationalities,  Great 
Britain  has  no  ground  for  complaint.  He  recog- 
nises but  one  category  of  British  citizens  in  this 
mattei',  and  he  promises  to  do  his  best  to  impress 


his  view  upon  the  Russian  Government.  When 
he  is  in  a  position  to  give  practical  effect  to  his 
opinions,  he  will  be  reminded  of  this  undertak- 
ing, and  we  do  not  doubt  that  the  adoption  of  a 
more  courageous  and  logical  attitude  on  the  part 
of  our  own  Government  will  lead  to  the  desired 
result. 

The  "  Novoe  Vremya." 

We  do  not  propose  to  concern  ourselves  with 
the  details  of  the  charges  of  corruption  levelled 
at  various  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Novoe 
Vremya,  some  of  which  are  admitted  by  the 
editor,  M.  Michael  Suvorin,  to  be  well  founded. 
It  is  as  well  to  point  out,  however,  that  this 
journal,  which  is  so  frequently  quoted  in  the 
English  Press  as  the  great  representative  organ 
of  Russian  thought,  has  not  always  been  inspired 
with  the  most  disinterested  motives.  We  say 
this  by  way  not  so  much  of  censure  (the  Novoe 
Vremya  could  not  be  moved  by  an  avalanche  of 
moral  denunciation)  as  of  warning.  In  Russia 
no  such  exhortation  would  be  needed,  because 
there  the  character  of  M.  Suvorin's  very  adapt- 
able paper  is  sufficiently  well  known.  It  is, 
however,  necessary  to  put  English  readers  on 
their  guard  against  accepting  the  opinions  of  the 
Russian  paper  which  is  most  quoted  abroad  as 
the  opinions  of  the  Russian  people,  or  even  of 
any  considerable  section  of  it. 


WHAT   IS   A   "  KHOULIGAN  "  ? 


Government  Official's  Strange  Interpreta- 
tion. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  Russian  officials 
recently  received  an  extension  of  their  powers  of 
issuing  compulsory  orders  against  what  arc  termed, 
rather  vaguely,  acts  of  "  khouliganism  "  (hooliganism). 

Without  supplying  an  exact  definition  of  the 
puzzling  term,  M.  Kamenkoff,  who  is  attached  to  the 
Governor  of  Samara  as  Officer  for  Special  Commis- 
sions, may  probably  claim  the  honour  of  having 
given  the  most  lucid  interpretation  of  that  elastic 
expression,  to  judge  from  a  case  reported  by  the 
Volga  Slovo. 

On  receiving  a  visit  from  a  bailiff  for  the  purpose 
of  distraint  under  an  order  of  the  court,  this  worthy 
addressed  him  as  follows  : — 

"  Do  not  dare  to  do  such  a  thing  !  I  am  the 
Governor's  Officer  for  Special  Commissions,  and  you 
can  have  no  business  of  any  kind  with  me.  What 
right  have  you  to  invade  my  residence  ?  This  is 
khouliganism,  and  I  arrest  you  in  virtue  of  the  com- 
pulsory orders  for  combating  khouliganism  !  " 

A  police  officer  who  was  ordered  by  the  indignant 
M.  Kamenkoff  to  arrest  the  bailiff  on  the  spot  did  not 
venture  to  obey  the  command  when  he  caught  sight 
of  the  chain  of  office  which  the  bailiff  solemnly  put 
on  as  a  protecting  talisman.  But  the  Governor  of 
Samara  himself  seemed  to  share  without  reserve  the 
views  of  his  Special  Commissions  Officer  as  to  the 
scope  of  the  comprehensive  term  "  khouliganism," 
for  the  next  day  he  summoned  into  his  presence  the 
offending  bailiff,  and  threatened  him  with  expulsion 
from  Samara  within  twenty-four  hours  by  administra- 
tive order. 


SUPPRESSING  THE  PRESS. 

M.  Nikitin,  the  editor  of  the  Lutch,  has  been  fined 
500  roubles,  or  three  months'  imprisonment,  for  the 
publication  of  an  article  entitled  "  Poor  Minister," 
and  to  a  fine  of  500  roubles  for  an  article  on  the 
Medical  Academy. 

The  editor  of  the  Tchenwmorskaya  Gazeta,  of  Novo- 
rossisk,  has  been  fined  200  roubles  for  printing  the 
text  of  the  Lena  Miners' Compensation  Bill  presented 
to  the  Duma  by  the  Labour  group. 

M.  Lushnikoff,  the  editor  of  Russkaya  Molva,  of  St. 
Petersburg,  has  been  fined  500  roubles  for  an  article 
entitled  "  Letters  from  the  Road." 

The  Golos  Truda,  of  Kiev,  has  been  fined  200. 
roubles  for  two  articles  entitled  respectively  "  The' 
Cabmen's  Strike  "  and  "  The  Local  Arsenal." 

The  editor  of  the  UtroRossiy,  of  Moscow,  has  been 
fined  500  roubles  for  printing  an  article  entitled  "  M. 
Sabler's  Goloshes." 

Since  January,  1910,  the  Utro  Rossiy  has  had  to 
pay  fines  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of 
12,000  roubles. 

The  Den,  however,  may  claim  to  have  beaten  this 
record,  for  it  has  enriched  the  Administration  by 
reluctantly  contributing  to  it  in  fines  the  sum  of 
5,500  roubles  during  its  short  existence  of  six 
months. 
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OKHRANA    AND  STUDENTS. 


"  Agents  Provocateurs  "  at  Work  in  the 
Schools. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  30th. 

It  is  rumoured  that  the  gymnasium  pupils  who 
were  arrested  by  order  of  the  Okhrana  are  to  be 
prosecuted  in  virtue  of  Article  102  of  the  Penal  Code, 
which  deals  with  charges  relating  to  the  organisation 
of  secret  societies  aiming  at  the  overthrow  of  the 
existing  order  of  government,  and  which  punishes 
such  offences  with  penal  servitude  or  deportation. 
Considering  the  extreme  youth  of  the  prisoners,  many 
of  whom  are  almost  children,  and  the  widely  spread 
suspicion  that  provocators  had  a  hand  in  the  matter, 
it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  the  public  is  greatly 
concerned  and  alarmed  about  their  fate. 

Pupils  of  the  upper  classes  have  been  arrested  in 
large  numbers  in  St.  Petersburg,  Pskov,  Odessa,  and 
Stavropol,  and  are  charged  with  belonging  to  a  secret 
society  known  as  "  Young  Russia."  As  far  back  as 
1910  it  was  reported  in  the  Press  that  this  alleged 
secret  society  was  the  creation  of  provocators,  the 
circumstances  being  as  follow. 

The  "Young  Russia"  Society. 

On  November  1st,  1910,  the  High  Court  of  St. 
Petersburg  tried  a  student  named  Litvinoff,  who  was 
charged  in  virtue  of  Clause  ii.  of  Article  102  with 
belonging  to  an  anti-Government  society  and  being 
in  possession  of  explosives.  Advocate  Zarudny,  who 
defended,  requested  the  Court  to  state  why  the 
students  Selezneff  and  Neumann,  who  had  carried 
and  kept  the  explosives  along  with  the  prisoner,  had 
been  freed  from  prosecution.  It  was  then  discovered 
that  they  had  been  released  in  return  for  rendering 
important  services  to  the  Okhrana,  and  that  it  was 
through  them  that  the  explosives  had  been  handed 
over  to  the  police,  instead  of  reaching  the  hands  of 
the  revolutionary  organisation. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  trial  Neumann's  fellow- 
students  at  the  Polytechnic  appointed  a  Committee 
to  investigate  the  matter,  and  some  new  facts  were 
then  brought  to  light. 

In  the  autumn  of  1908,  it  appeared,  several  youths 
founded  a  revolutionary  conspiracy,  under  the  name 
of  "Young  Russia,"  for  the  purpose  of  forming  revo- 
lutionary groups  in  the  Army  and  in  the  rifle  clubs, 
as  well  as  for  the  organisation  of  public  strikes  and 
an  armed  revolution.  The  administration  was  of  a 
very  centralised  nature,  and  according  to  one  of  its 
rules  any  disobedience  was  punishable  by  death, 
"  just  as  treason  and  treachery."  Another  rule  stated 
that  every  member  of  "  Young  Russia  "  must 
remember  that  he  might  "  lose  his  life  at  any 
moment.''  Finally,  it  was  provided  that,  in  case  of 
the  revolution  being  victorious,  a  Provisional  Govern- 
ment should  be  appointed  by  "  Young  Russia." 

Okhrana  Overtures. 

This  childish  scheme  had  no  success  whatever,  the 
whole  organisation  consisting  of  half-a-dozen  students 
and  a  few  workmen.  One  of  these  students  informed 
the  Court  of  the  following  incident. 

At  one  of  their  meetings  it  was  pointed  out  that  it 
would  be  most  useful  for  the  Left  organisations  to 
discover  any  provocators  that  were  to  be  found  in 
their  ranks,  in  order  to  be  able  to  counteract  the  work 
of  the  political  police.  Selezneff  then  suggested  that 
somebody  should  be  sent  to  the  Okhrana  and  pretend 
willingness  to  serve  that  department.  He  volunteered 
to  go  himself,  and  added  that,  if  the  Okhrana  should 
not  find  him  suitable  for  the  part  of  provocator,  he 
would  try  to  get  himself  appointed  as  an  ordinary 
agent,  in  which  capacity  he  would  be  able  to  procure 
even  more  regular  and  important  information.  On 
J  December  27th,  two  days  after  this  meeting,  Selezneff 
informed  Neumann  and  another  member  that  he  had 
already  called  on  the  Okhrana  and  taken  service  with 
them  as  a  "  collaborator."  The  organisation  did  not 
protest  against  the  step  taken,  but  ordered  Selezneff 
not  to  make  any  communications  to  the  Okhrana 
without  consulting  their  Committee.  On  January 
2nd  Neumann  was  arrested,  and  was  shown  at  the 
Okhrana  office  a  report  written  by  Selezneff  to  the 
effect  that  he  (Neumann;  kept  explosives  and  a 
printing  plant  at  his  lodgings.  This  was  true  enough, 
since  all  those  things  had  been  brought  to  Neumann's 
lodgings  and  deposited  there  by  Selezneff  himself. 
The  Okhrana  officer  said  that  Selezneff  had  denounced 
many  others  besides,  and  he  went  on  to  suggest  that 
Neumann  himself  should  enter  the  service  of  the 
Okhrana,  in  which  case  the  affair  would  not  lead  to 
grave '.onscjueiices.  Neumann  expressed  consent, 
and  was  soon  released.  Shortly  afterwards  the 
"Young  Russia"  organisation  was  dissolved. 

Connection   with   the   Present  Case. 

One  member  of  the  organisation,  however — a 
former  student,  named  S.  Dianm— was  found  to  be 
connected  with  the  present  case  of  the  gymnasium 
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pupils,  in  1910  he  also  had  been  involved  in  the 
"Young  Russia"  affair,  in  which  his  part  had  not 
been  cleared  up.  The  tribunal  of  his  comrades, 
which  was  composed  of  students  of  the  ('Diversity 
and  of  the  Polytechnic,  acquitted  him  on  that  occa- 
sion for  want  of  direct  proof.  He  is  said  to  be  an 
unbalanced,  neurasthenic  youth,  who  has  perhaps 
merely  become  the  victim  of  provocators.  P>ut, 
although  he  is  not  suspected  of  having  given  informa- 
tion to  the  Okhrana,  he  now  stands  accused,  at  any 
rate,  of  not  having  broken  off  his  relations  with  the 
school  organisations,  although  lie  knew  himself  to  be 
under  suspicion.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  besides 
Dianin,  who  at  the  most  could  only  have  been  utilised 
by  the  police  as  an  unwitting  instrument,  there  must 
have  been  some  other  and  more  mdicious  provo- 
cator at  work  in  the  case.  Whether  this  be  so  the 
near  future  will  show. 


RUSSIA    AND  FINLAND. 

The  appointment  of  General  Y.  J.  Markoff  as 
Secretary  of  State  for  Finland,  in  succession  to  Haron 
Langhoif,  is  interpreted  as  a  victory  for  the  Premier 
over  M.  Scheglovitoff,  the  Minister  of  Justice.  The 
latter  is  said  to  have  recommended  for  the  post  M. 
Korevo,  who  is  always  on  the  look-out  for  new 
measures  of  "  russification  "  in  Finland.  Although 
General  Markoff,  as  Vice-President  of  the  Finnish 
Senate,  has  always  been  an  obedient  instrument  of 
the  Administration,  and  in  particular  of  Governor- 
General  Seyn,  it  is  still  thought  that,  having  been 
born  and  brought  up  in  the  Grand  Duchy,  he  is  not 
likely  to  favour  an  aggressive  policy  against  Finland. 

The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  of  Kuopio  has 
issued  a  notice  to  the  population  in  which  he  points 
out  that  lately  groups  of  young  men  have  been 
meeting  in  the  streets  for  the  discussion  of  political 
questions,  including  the  Equality  Law.  The  Chief 
Commissioner  warns  them  that  for  such  emerg  encies 
the  constables  are  furnished  with  sabres  and  rifles, 
apart  from  the  weapon  of  legal  prosecution,  which 
will  be  used  in  due  course. 

The  Minister  of  Justice  has  presented  to  the  Duma 
the  Bill,  foreshadowed  in  this  journal  some  time  ago, 
by  which  it  is  sought  to  apply  Imperial  jurisdiction  to 
crimes  against  the  State  and  political  offences  com- 
mitted in  Finland. 

Wasted  Funds. 

A  Helsingfors  correspondent  writes  : — 
Without  consideration  of  Finland's  means  or 
economic  conditions,  the  existing  administrative 
system  has  created  new  official  posts,  raised  salaries, 
and  granted  pensions  and  extra  pensions  beyond  the 
limits  of  all  decency.  There  has  always  been  abund- 
ance of  money  for  Russian  shooting-ranges,  the 
Russian  priesthood,  and  Russian  schools,  but  money 
has  always  been  lacking  when  there  was  any  ques- 
tion of  legitimate  Finnish  educational  and  social 
needs. 

Typical  of  what  has  been  going  on  is  the  way  in 
which  the  Governor-General  has  increased  the 
number  of  officials  in  his  Chancellory  and  their  sala- 
ries. That  all  these  officials  are  Russians  goes  with- 
out saying.  In  1898  the  officials  in  the  Governor- 
General's  Chancellory  numbered  twelve  ;  to-day 
there  are  forty.  In  1898  there  were  no  "  officials  for 
special  commissions  ; "  now  there  are  nine.  The 
expenses  for  the  Governor-General's  office  amount 
yearly  to  680,000  marks  (£27,200),  and  for  his 
Russian  organ  in  Finland  (the  Finlyandskaya  Gazcta) 
30,000  marks  (£1,200);  and,  in  addition,  thousands 
of  marks  are  every  year  expended  on  his  residences. 


A  "BLACK  HUNDRED  "  GOVERNOR. 


The  new  Governor  of  Saratov,  Prince  Shirinsky- 
Shahmatoff,  recently  addressed  the  local  officials  who 
had  assembled  to  pay  their  respects,  to  the  following 
effect  : — 

"lama  Black  Hundred  man.  The  Government 
course  is  now  to  the  Right,  and  all  officials  must 
therefore  belong  to  the  Right.  Whoever  does  not 
take  that  to  heart  had  better  leave  the  service.'' 

It  goes  without  saying  that  this  worthy  dignitary 
has  inaugurated  his  rule  by  increased  persecution  of 
the  Jews.  After  having  forbidden  the  Jews  to 
rent  summer  residences  on  urban  property 
situated  outside  the  town,  he  has  ordered  the  police 
throughout  the  government  to  deprive  all  Jewish 
arrivals  of  their  passports  and  to  send  them  up  to  the 
capital  town  in  order  that  it  may  be  ascertained 
whether  they  arc  quite  in  order.  A  Jewish  com- 
mercial traveller  who  calls  for  a  couple  of  hours  at 
some  district  town  or  borough  for  business  purposes 
will  thus  have  to  stay  there  for  several  days  pending 
the  return  of  his  passport. 


The  editor  of  the  Ltiuh  is  being  prosecuted  for 
reporting  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Duma  by  Deputy 
I'etrovsky. 
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THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION 

What    the    Act    of    Indictment  Against 
Beilis  Contains. 

On  April  23rd  the  Examining  Magistrate,  M. 
Mashkevitch,  returned  the  whole  material  cf  the 
inquiry  proceedings  relating  to  the  Yuschinsky  case 
to  the  President  of  the  Kiev  High  Court,  M. 
Tchaplinsky,  who  presented  it  a  week  later,  together 
with  the  act  of  indictment,  to  the  Chamber  of 
Indictments  for  confirmation. 

The  act  of  indictment,  which  runs  into  fifty  printed 
pages,  bears  the  signature  of  the  Assistant  Public 
Prosecutor  of  the  Kiev  High  Court.  The  description 
of  the  crime  fully  conforms  to  that  given  in  the  pre- 
vious act  of  indictment.  It  gives  in  detail  the  expert 
medical  evidence  of  the  late  Professor  Obolonsky,  as 
well  as  of  Professor  Sikorsky,  besides  the  supple- 
mentary expert  evidence  given  by  Professor  Kossoro- 
toff,  of  the  Army  Medical  Academy,  St.  Petersburg, 
to  the  effect  that  Yuschinsky  s  wounds  were  inflicted 
while  he  was  still  alive.  It  then  sets  out  all  the 
different  versions  of  the  crime  which  have  been 
suggested,  but  which  have  not  been  corroborated  by 
the  investigations  made  ;  in  this  category  it  includes 
the  depositions  made  by  M.  Krassovsky,  Mile. 
Dyakonoff,  and  other  witnesses  cited  by  M.  Brazul- 
Brushkovsky,  who  revealed  the  existence  of  a  gang 
of  thieves  to  which  he  ascribed  the  perpetration  of 
the  crime.  This  is  followed  by  expert  evidence  or. 
ritual  matters  given  by  the  notorious  M.  Pronaytis 
and  by  Professor  Troitsky,  of  the  Clerical  Academy 
of  St.  Petersburg.  The  expert  evidence  given  on 
the  same  subject  by  the  Archimandrite  Ambrosius, 
Acting  Abbot  of  the  Petcherskaya  Monastery  at  Kiev, 
has  not  been  included.  The  story  of  the  arrival  of 
two  foreign  Jews  at  Kiev  about  the  time  of  the 
murder  is  also  repeated. 

The  concluding  part  of  the  act  of  indictment  is 
couched  in  general  terms,  without  making  anv  refer- 
ence to  ritual.  Beilis  is  accused  of  having  committed 
the  murder  of  Yuschinsky  in  conjunction  with 
persons  unknown. 

Over  a  hundred  witnesses,  including  the  expert 
authorities,  are  to  be  called. 

The  Examining  Magistrate  has  refused  Beiliss 
application  for  a  copy  of  the  whole  of  the  inquiry 
material,  on  the  ground  that  his  counsel  has  from 
time  to  time  received  copies  of  the  minutes  of  the 
various  proceedings. 

Foreign   Experts'  Views. 

A  collection  of  the  opinions  of  English,  French, 
and  German  Professors  of  Forensic  Medicine  and 
Psychiatry,  who  have  made  a  study  of  the  post- 
mortem report  and  the  expert  medical  evidence  in 
the  Yuschinsky  case,  has  been  published  at  Berlin. 
These  authorities,  all  of  whom  are  Christians,  entire!}' 
reject  the  hypothesis  of  Professor  Sikorsky,  and  even 
express  doubt  as  to  whether  an  alienist  could  ever 
have  formulated  such  conclusions.  They  state  that 
the  medical  evidence  produced  is  contrary  to  the 
post-mortem  report,  which  does  not  contain  the 
slightest  indication  that  death  was  caused  by  loss  of 
blood  ;  on  the  contrary  they  point  out  that  the 
description  of  the  condition  of  the  internal  organs, 
arteries,  veins,  the  soft  cerebral  membrane,  and  the 
lungs  positively  show  that  no  considerable  loss  of 
blood  had  taken  place.  The  conditions  described 
also  contradict  the  statements  as  to  the  systematic 
method  and  coolness  with  which  the  murderer  is 
alleged  to  have  committed  the  crime. 


A   JUDAISING  SECT. 


The  Senate  has  received  an  appeal  from  the 
Subotnik  community  of  the  Ziminsk  district  against 
the  refusal  of  the  Governor  of  Irkutsk  to  confirm 
their  election  of  Rabbi  Lipshitz  as  their  spiritual 
head. 

The  Subotniks  are  a  sect  of  Judaisers  of  Russian 
race.  They  are  so  called  on  account  of  their 
observation  of  the  Sabbath,  or  Saturday,  as  the 
day  of  rest.  They  used  to  be  sternly  persecuted  or 
at  least  severely  isolated  and  exiled  to  remote 
districts ;  but  they  have  enjoyed  more  toleration 
since  the  promulgation  of  the  Liberty  of  Conscience 
Manifesto. 

In  their  appeal  the  Subotniks  explain  that  they  are 
compelled  to  obtain  a  religious  teacher  from  outside 
their  community,  as  there  is  not  to  be  found  among 
them  any  person  competent  to  perform  the  ritual 
functions  of  the  religion  they  profess. 


THE    LABOUR  MOVEMENT. 


M.  Maklakoff,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  is  now 
devoting  his  attention  to  the  Labour  movement, 
which,  it  is  apprehended,  will  become  more  intense 
with  the  advent  of  the  summer  season.  He  has 
ordered  the  local  Government  officials  to  supply  him 
with  reports  on  the  conditions  prevailing  in  that 
regard  in  their  respective  districts. 
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AN  INTERNATIONAL 
QUESTION. 


In  a  highly  suggestive  speech  last  week  Lord 
Milner  referred  to  the  oppression  of  the  Jews  in 
Russia,  and  made  the  interesting  point  that  it 
constituted  "  a  very  large  question  of  interna- 
tional politics."  He  believed  it  to  be  in  the 
deepest  interest  of  international  good  relations 
and  peace  that  the  Jews  in  all  countries  should 
be  "  put  in  a  position  in  which  they  may  become 
good  citizens  of  the  various  communities  to  which 
they  belong."  Their  ill-treatment  was  a  consider- 
able cause  of  world  unrest  and  international 
difficulties,  not  only  by  reason  of  the  domestic 
disorder  that  it  created,  but  because  Jews  all  over 
the  world  tended  to  become  natural  enemies  of 
the  country  in  which  their  brethren  in  faith  were 
oppressed.  There  is  much  sound,  broad  common- 
sense  in  this.  The  Russo-Jewish  question  is 
clearly  not  a  matter  that  concerns  Russia  and 
Russian  subjects  alone.  It  is  an  international 
question,  as  Lord  Milner  says,  if  only  for  the 
reason  that  from  it  springs  the  embarrassment 
of  alien  immigration  to  which  so  many  countries 
find  themselves  subjected.  When,  as  the  result 
of  vile  oppression,  thousands  of  Russian 
Jews  every  year  leave  their  own  country  and 
flamonv  for  admission  to  Great  Britain,  the 
United  States,  and  elsewhere,  who  can  main- 
tain that  the  conditions  which  produce  this 
movement  are  of  no  concern  to  us  and  other 
States  ?     The  well-worn  and  undiscriminatino1 
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formula  with  which  Sir  Edward  Grey  is 
accustomed  to  deprecate  "  interference  with  the 
domestic  affairs  of  a  foreign  country  "  is  in  this 
light  seen  to  be  a  meaningless  parrot-cry. 

Apart  from  this  very  material  consideration, 
there  is  the  more  elusive  question  of  the  factors 
that  go  to  constitute  international  friendships  or 
the  reverse.  Lord  Milner  believes  that  Jewish 
enmity  towards  Russia  is  a  menace  to  peace. 
That,  however,  is  but  part  of  a  much  wider  pro- 
blem. It  is  not  merely  that  Jews  all  over  the 
world  are  embittered  by  the  outrages  perpetrated 
against  their  co-religionists,  and  are  thus  moved 
by  a  properly  self-interested  desire  to  strike  back 
upon  the  oppressors  of  their  faith  ;  there  is  the 
more  important  fact  that  the  general  population 
in  all  civilised  countries  looks  askance  at  the 
notorious  misgovernment  which  prevails  in 
Russia,  and  of  which  Russian  subjects  at  large 
are  the  victims.  We  have  often  argued  that  no 
understanding  between  the  Governments  of  two 
countries  can  be  really  effective  unless  it  is  shared 
by  their  respective  peoples.  Even  in  France 
popular  sentiment,  aroused  by  the  reports  of 
atrocities  and  the  like,  has  frequently  proved  a 
very  palpable  thorn  in  the  side  of  the  alliance 
with  Russia,  and  has  caused  the  Quai  d'Orsay 
many  an  hour  of  misgiving.  We  may  recall  in  this 
connection  the  story  of  the  meeting  of  the  French 
and  Russian  Emperors  in  Paris  in  1866,  and  of  the 
significant  disquietude  that  was  stirred  in  their 
breasts  by  M.  Floquet's  exclamation,  "  Vive  la 
Pologne,  Sire  !  "  Popular  sympathy  for  Poland, 
of  course,  played  havoc  with  international  politics 
throughout  the  middle  period  of  the  last  century, 
and  in  spite  of  the  more  cynical  spirit  in  which 
foreign  affairs  now  appear  to  be  conducted,  and 
of  the  greater  "  discretion  "  displayed  by  certain 


organs  of  the  Press,  there  is  always  the  same 
feeling  militating  against  whole-hearted  co-opera- 
tion between  Russia  and  other  countries  a  feel- 
ing which  may  at  any  time  be  moved  to  assert 
itself  in  an  unmistakable  manner.  The  attitude  of 
the  United  States  affords  a  clear  example  of 
this.  There  public  opinion  has  expressed  itself 
without  any  ambiguity  regarding  the  Russian 
Government's  iniquities,  with  the  result  that  the 
American  Senate  was  compelled  to  denounce  the 
Commercial  Treaty  with  Russia  ;  and  we  do  not 
doubt  that  if  the  English  people  had  as  much 
say  in  foreign  affairs  as  the  people  of  the  United 
States  there  would  be  no  Anglo-Russian  Entente. 
We  have  but  skimmed  the  surface  of  the  very 
interesting  and  important  subject  opened  up  by 
Lord  Milner's  remarks,  but  we  have  said  enough 
to  show  that  the  practical  question  of  Russian 
misrule  does  not  begin  and  end  in  the  Russian 
Empire  itself,  but  has  consequences  that  directly 
affect  the  interests  of  the  other  countries  with 
which  it  comes  in  contact. 


DUMA   MEMBERS'  RIGHTS. 

Government    Opposed    to  Parliamentary 
Immunity. 

The  Minister  of  Justice  lias  presented  his  conclu- 
sions on  the  subject  of  the  private  motion  introduced 
into  the  Duma  which  aftr  ms  the  right  of  immunity 
for  members  of  the  Dtflna  and  of  the  Council  of 
State. 

M.  Scheglovitoff  considers  a  Duma  discussion  on 
the  motion  to  be  quite  superfluous,  since  the  question 
was  finally  settled  by  such  authoritative  institutions 
as  the  First  and  Cassation  Departments  of  the 
Governing  Senate  and  the  First  Department  of  the 
Council  ot  State.  He  states  that  immunity  of  mem- 
bers of  legislatures,  so  far  from  being  an  indis- 
pensable adjunct  of  the  representative  system, 
is  on  the  contrary  a  legal  anomaly.  He  lays 
special  stress  on  the  fact  that  on  February  13th, 
1912,  the  Council  of  Ministers,  dealing  with  the 
petition  of  Deputies  Gololoboff  and  Obraztsoff, 
attested  that  the  authors  of  the  Duma  Constitution  of 
1906  had  not  seen  their  way  to  introduce  the  West- 
European  institution  of  "  Parliamentary  immunity," 
but  confined  themselves  to  securing  for  the  members 
of  the  State  Duma  full  liberty  of  opinion  in  so  far  as 
such  opinions  did  not  come  within  the  sphere  of 
crimes. 

The  Minister  of  Justice  concludes  by  stating  that 
he  considers  it  utterly  impossible  for  the  Government 
to  undertake  a  measure  on  the  lines  proposed. 


COUNCIL  OF  STATE. 


Ministers   Declare  Against  Reform. 


The  Ministers  of  Justice  and  of  the  Interior  have 
given  their  opinions  on  the  proposed  reformation  of 
the  Council  of  State  in  accordance  with  the  scheme 
brought  forward  by  the  Progressist  group  of  the 
Duma.  Both  Ministers  declare  any  alteration  in  the 
constitution  of  the  Council  of  State  to  be  inadmis- 
sible. 

The  Minister  of  Justice  states  that  the  Progressist 
proposal  would  inevitably  lead  to  the  democratisation 
of  the  Council  of  State.  This  he  declares  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  very  purpose  of  a  Second  Chamber,  the 
membership  of  which  is  greatly  restricted  in  all 
countries.  Nor  could  the  Government  on  any 
account  agree  to  the  proposed  renunciation  of  the 
Tsar's  right  to  change  the  composition  of  the 
appointed  section  of  the  Council  every  year,  seeing 
that  this  would  be  tantamount  to  consenting  to  take 
away  one  of  the  essential  prerogatives  of  the  Crown. 


A  prosecution  has  been  instituted  against  a  Baptist 
society  at  Odessa  on  the  charge  of  making  conver- 
sions to  Baptism. 


RUSSIAN   JUSTICE  FOR 
FINLAND 


Outrageous   Bill  Introduced  by  the 
Government, 


The  Minister  of  Justice  has  introduced  into  the 
Duma  a  Bill  which  seeks  to  extend  Imperial  jurisdic- 
tion to  Finland — that  is  to  say,  to  deprive  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  the  benefit  of  its  own  liberal  laws  and  to 
place  it  on  the  same  level  of  legal  oppression  which 
is  the  lot  of  the  Tsar's  Russian  subjects. 

According  to  the  measure,  the  whole  of  Finland  is 
to  be  made  amenable  to  Russian  laws  and  Russian 
tribunals  in  respect  of  crimes  and  offences  which 
bear  a  political  or  public  character,  or  upon  which  it 
may  suit  the  Russian  authorities  to  put  such  a  com- 
plexion. The  jurisdiction  in  these  matters  is  to  be 
transferred  from  the  Finnish  Courts  to  the  Judicial 
District  of  St.  Petersburg.  Thus,  whereas  hitherto 
Finland,  under  her  own  laws,  has  enjoyed  liberty  of 
meeting  and  association  and  freedom  of  the  Press  to 
a  far  greater  extent  than  the  rest  of  the  Empire,  now 
the  most  notorious  Articles  of  the  Russian  Penal 
Code,  which  are  admitted  to  be  out  of  date  in  Russia 
itself,  are  to  be  applied  to  her  citizens,  to  whose 
accustomed  notions  of  justice  they  are  flagrantly 
opposed.  Practically  the  Bill  aims  at  the  destruction 
of  Finland's  constitutional  system. 

The  Reactionary  Zemschina  regards  the  Bill  as  too 
wholesome  to  stand  any  chance  of  being  passed  by 
the  present  Duma,  and  advocates  its  promulgation 
by  an  Imperial  Ukase  in  the  event  of  its  rejection. 

The  Den  characterises  the  measure  as  the  most 
decisive  blow  yet  struck  at  Finland's  autonomy. 


GOVERNMENT  "NEPOTISM." 

The  Minister  of  Justice  and  an 
Undesirable  Judge. 


The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  has  fined  the  Retell 
500  roubles  for  a  leading  article  dealing  with  the 
practice  of  "nepotism"  at  the  Ministry  of  Justice, 
where  M.  Scheglovitoff  recently  "  invited "  his 
Assistant-Minister  to  resign  in  order  to  make 
room  for  his  own  relative,  M.  Ilyashenko. 

The  article  in  respect  of  which  the  fine  was 
imposed  relates,  however,  to  another  relation  of  M. 
Scheglovitoff,  a  M.  Lagoda,  whom  the  Minister  has 
not  only  advanced  in  contravention  of  all  the 
accepted  rules  of  promotion,  but  whom  be  persists 
in  maintaining  in  highly  responsible  judicial  posts  in 
spite  of  his  officially  established  unsuitability. 

After  filling  the  post  of  Senior  President  of  the 
High  Court  of  Tcherkask,  where  the  Examining 
Magistrate  Lyjin,  famous  for  his  forgeries  in  the 
great  Armenian  Federation  trial,  formerly  flourished, 
M.  Lagoda  was  appointed  Senior  President  of  the 
High  Court  of  Tiflis,  in  which  capacity  he  had  to 
perform  the  delicate  task  of  implanting  a  sense  of 
Russian  justice  in  the  Caucasus.  This  he  did  so 
effectually  that  the  Viceroy  of  the  Caucasus  was 
on  various  occasions  compelled  to  moderate  his 
unjudicial  animus  against  the  local  inhabitants,  while 
his  treatment  of  the  subordinate  Judges  was  such  as 
to  drive  some  of  them  to  suicide. 

M.  Scheglovitoff,  however,  paid  no  heed  to 
local  complaints,  until  the  Senate,  enfeebled  and 
subservient  as  it  now  is,  deemed  it  its  duty  to  call 
his  attention  to  the  lawless  and  pernicious  freaks 
indulged  in  by  his  favourite. 

The  impending  dismissal  of  this  compromising 
pillar  of  the  law  was  greeted  with  satisfaction  even 
by  the  Reactionary  organs  of  the  Press.  But 
although  the  Minister  of  Justice  did  not  think  it 
advisable  to  ignore  altogether  the  humble  representa- 
tions of  the  Senate,  his  tender  solicitude  for  his  kith 
and  kin  did  not  allow  him  to  deprive  the  State  of  M. 
Lagoda's  services.  The  latter  has  therefore  not  been 
dismissed,  but  transferred  from  Tiflis  to  fill  a  similar 
post  at  Odessa,  where  he  finds  an  equally  ample  field 
for  the  administration  of  justice  in  accordance  with 
the  methods  in  favour  with  M.  Scheglovitoff. 
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RUSSIAN  IMPERIALISM. 


IV.*— The   Mongolian  Question  and  the 
Far  East  Alarm. 

For  over  a  year  the  Siberian  papers  have  been  con- 
tinually publishing  reports  of  China's  feverish  pre- 
parations for  war  against  Russia.  If  we  are  to 
believe  these  statements,  ten  divisions  of  Chinese- 
troops,  splendidly  armed  and  with  up-to-date  equip- 
ment, are  already  concentrated  in  Manchuria  and 
on  the  borders  of  Mongolia.  At  the  same  time, 
just  as  happened  on  the  eve  of  the  war  in  1900, 
the  activity  of  the  Chunchuses  is  increasing  in  an 
alarming  fashion,  and  these  predatory  gangs  of 
Chinese  "  Cossacks,"  not  satisfied  with  camping 
round  the  small  towns  and  border  villages,  are 
spreading  fear  even  in  such  important  centres  as 
Harbin  and  Blagovyeschensk. 

There  are  good  grounds  for  believing  that  all  these 
reports  are  somewhat  exaggerated.  It  cannot  be 
doubted,  however,  that  Young  China  is  unwilling  to 
reconcile  itself  to  the  Russian  policy  towards  the 
Middle  Empire,  and  is  calling  upon  the  Pekin 
Government  to  offer  a  resolute  resistance  to  attacks 
on  the  part  of  the  Northern  "  robber."  The  whole  of 
China,  in  fact,  has  been  seized  with  Russophobia, 
and  the  movement  is  especially  intense  in  Manchuria, 
which  teems  with  anti-Russian  organisations,  both 
secret  and  public. 

Since  the  cause  of  the  anti-Russian  agitation  lies 
in  Russia's  policy  towards  the  so-called  Mongolian 
Question,  it  would  be  well  to  see  by  whom  that  ques- 
tion has  been  raised. 

The   "  Caravanserai." 

In  the  town  of  Bodune  on  the  Sungari,  which 
geographically  forms  the  gate  to  Mongolia,  an 
organisation  was  established  a  few  years  ago  called 
the  "  Caravanserai,"  upon  which  not  only  commercial 
but  also  political  hopes  were  founded.  It  was  con- 
ceived on  a  gigantic  scale,  and  the  former  editor  of 
of  the  Harbin  Vyestnik,  which  is  the  official  organ  of 
the  East  China  Railway,  was  appointed  its  head. 
By  means  of  this  enterprise  it  was  intended  to  mono- 
polise Russian  trade  in  Mongolia,  and  to  promote  the 
bloodless  annexation  of  that  province  to  the  Russian 
Empire.  Another  high  official  of  the  East  China 
Railway  secured  the  influence  of  the  Russian 
Minister  of  Finance,  while  the  direct  management 
of  the  great  enterprise  was  entrusted  to  two  persons 
who  resided  at  Bodune.  One  of  them  was  a  retired 
officer  of  the  Guards  who  had  visited  Africa,  Turkey, 
and  Japan  in  search  of  adventure,  and  who  was  in 
command  of  a  detachment  of  Chunchuses  during  the 
Russo-Japanese  War  ;  the  other  was  the  commercial 
agent  of  the  East  China  Railway. 

Both  managers  soon  proved  their  ability.  The 
local  newspapers  were  filled  with  reports  of  the 
alleged  successful  operations  of  the  "  Caravanserai," 
which  was  said  to  be  forwarding  huge  consignments 
of  goods  from  Russia  into  Mongolia  and  vice  versa  ; 
but  all  the  figures  given  were  the  purest  fiction. 
Through  the  medium  of  influential  persons  the 
Minister  of  Finance  was  prevailed  upon  to  promise 
a  subsidy  of  100,000  roubles.  Later  it  was  discovered 
that  the  share  capital  of  the  association  which  was 
about  to  make  Russia  a  present  of  Mongolia  amounted 
to  exactly  622  roubles,  split  up  into  holdings  of  ten 
roubles  each.  The  managers  had  the  effrontery  to 
get  their  credit  notes  printed  by  the  press  of  the 
official  Chinese  organ  and  published  at  the  expense 
of  the  East  China  Railway.  No  mention  of  the 
"  Caravanserai "  appeared  on  these  notes,  which 
were  signed  "  The  Mongolian  Cattle  Trade  Society." 
They  were  issued  to  the  value  of  6,000  roubles  in 
sums  of  1  and  5  silver  lans,  with  the  following  text 
in  Chinese  and  Mongolian  :  "  This  note  may  be 
received  in  payment  by  private  parties,  as  well  as  by 
Stale  officials,  institutions,  and  communal  authorities. 
It  may  also  be  received  as  a  substitute  for  other 
money  in  payment  of  direct  and  indirect  trade  taxes. 
Exchangeable  for  silver  at  any  time." 

Financial  Trickery. 

Simultaneously  other  notes  were  issued  with 
Rus-.ian,  Chinese,  and  Mongolian  texts,  with  the 
difference,  however,  that,  while  in  Ru-sian  the  value 
of  the  note  was  given  as  one  lan,  it  appeared  as  five 
lam  in  the  Chinese  and  Mongolian  texts. 

According  to  the  versions  given  at  the  time  in  the 
Russian  and  Chinese  papers,  this  promising  company 
perished  prematurely  owing  to  the  carelessness  of 
one  of  its  members,  all  of  whom  had  undertaken  to 
de  troy  correspondence  between  themselves  imme- 
diately after  perusal.  A  portion  of  this  correspond- 
ence somehow  got  into  the  hands  of  the  Russian 
Minister  at  I'ekin,  while  another  letter  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  Minister  of  Finance.  In  one  of 
these  letters,  addressed  to  the  agent  at  Bodune,  the 
chief  manager  of  the  companyinstructed  him  to  manu- 
facture invoices  to  the  amount  of  10,000  roubles, 


Previous  article*  appeared  on  April  23rd,  April  30th.  and  May  7th. 


assuring  him  that  the  St.  Petersburg  people  were  too 
stupid  to  discover  the  trick,  and  would  certainly 
grant  the  subsidy.  In  St.  Petersburg,  naturally,  they 
did  not  relish  the  compliment. 

The  fraudulent  enterprise — an  imitation  of  the 
Yalu  Timber  Concession  Company,  which  had 
played  so  ruinous  a  part  in  (the  history  of  the  Russo- 
Japanese  War,  and  managed  to  snatch  from  the 
Government  a  concession  of  3,500,000  roubles — thus 
fell  to  the  ground  before  it  had  time  to  obtain  even 
the  promised  subsidy  of  100,000  roubles ;  but  the 
great  idea  of  detaching  Mongolia  from  China  on 
which  it  was  based  has  survived  its  disappearance. 

"  Defender  of  Autonomy." 

In  order  to  put  its  plans  into  practice  the  Russian 
Government  has  taken  advantage  of  the  internal 
troubles  of  China.  Ten  days  after  the  proclamation 
of  the  Chinese  Republic  an  official  communication 
was  issued  in  St.  Petersburg  to  the  effect  that  the 
Mongols  had  proclaimed  their  independence  at  I'rga, 
electing  their  spiritual  head,  the  Khutukhta,  as  Khan, 
and  had  applied  to  Russia  for  support  against  China  ; 
and  it  was  added  that  the  Russian  Government  had 
consented  to  grant  this  support.  The  Russian 
Government,  which  is  so  merciless  to  its  own  mal- 
contents who  rise  in  defence  of  their  rights,  has  thus 
taken  up  a  position  in  the  territory  of  another  State 
as  the  kindly  mediator  between  the  Government 
and  its  revolted  subjects,  and,  while  denying  the 
claim  to  autonomy  raised  by  the  highly  civilised 
Finns,  has  assumed  the  noble  role  of  the  defender  of 
autonomy  on  behalf  of  the  semi-savage  Mongols. 

This  intrusion  into  the  internal  affairs  of  a  neigh- 
bouring and  independent  country  was  intended  to 
promote  the  final  detachment  of  Mongolia  from 
China.  But  it  did  not  stop  there.  Taking  advantage 
of  the  troubles  caused  by  the  period  of  transition  in 
China,  on  October  21st,  1912,  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment, in  contravention  of  all  international  rules,  and 
by  way  of  denial  of  China's  sovereignty  ever 
Mongolia,  signed  a  treaty  with  Mongolia,  a  Chinese 
province.  By  this  treaty  Russia  promised  the  Mongols 
her  support  against  China  in  defence  of  Mongolian 
autonomy.  This  was  interpreted  as  entitling  the 
Mongols  to  maintain  a  national  Army  of  their  own 
and  to  refuse  admission  into  their  territory  to  the 
Chinese  administration  and  to  Chinese  colonists. 
Is  it  likely,  however,  that  a  nation  of  300  millions, 
which  has  just  awakened  to  a  new  life,  will  put  up  for 
any  length  of  time  with  the  artificial  barrier  which 
Russia  is  raising  against  Chinese  agriculturists  within 
the  very  boundaries  of  the  Middle  Empire  itself  ? 
One  has  only  to  put  the  question  to  grasp  the  dangers 
involved  in  this  new  Russian  adventure. 

What  the  Treaty  Means. 

The  real  meaning  and  bearing  of  the  Russo- 
Mongolian  Treaty  of  last  Ootober  has  not  been  suffi- 
ciently cleared  up  in  the,  Russian  Press.  It  is 
significant  that  the  word  "  independence "  does  not 
figure  either  in  the  text  of  the  agreement  or  in  the 
Government  communique  by  which  it  was  accom- 
panied, and  that,  in  spite  of  all  their  efforts,  the 
Mongolian  Princes  failed  to  obtain  the  inclusion  of 
that  word  in  the  document.  Russian  diplomacy 
regards  the  Russo-Mongolian  Treaty  as  "  an  act  of 
recognition  of  an  '  autonomous '  Mongolian  Govern- 
ment, with  which  the  Russian  Government  hence- 
forward establishes  direct  relations."  The  Government 
refused  to  tie  its  hands  by  using  the  expression 
"  independent,"  explaining  to  the  Mongols,  not  with- 
out irony,  that  the  very  fact  of  concluding  a  treaty 
with  them  constituted  a  recognition  of  their  inde- 
pendence. The  Imperial  audience  granted  at 
Tsarskoe  Selo  to  the  Mongolian  deputation,  headed 
by  Handa-Yan,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  was 
indeed  a  de  facto  denial  of  Chinese  sovereignty  and  a 
recognition  of  Mongolia's  independence  of  the 
Celestial  Empire,  but  not  a  renunciation  on  the  part 
of  Russia  of  her  intention  to  establish  in  the  future  a 
protectorate  over  Mongolia. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  dangers  that  Russia  incurs 
by  this  new  Asiatic  adventure  and  by  the  challenge 
thrown  down  to  China. 

Russia's  Designs. 

In  spite  of  the  recent  date  of  the  treaty,  the 
Russo-Mongolian  honeymoon  seems  to  be  nearing 
its  close.  Russia  has  taken  advantage  of  that  agree- 
ment to  increase  the  strength  of  the  Cossack  forces 
attached  to  her  Consulates  in  Mongolia.  The 
Cossack  detachment  at  Urga  has  thus  been  brought 
up  to  300  men  and  armed  with  quickfiring  guns. 
Several  conllicts  have  already  occurred  between  the 
Mongolian  and  Russian  troops,  and  the  indignant 
Mongolian  Princes  are  openly  declaring  that  Russia's 
designs  are  malevolent.  A  special  cause  for  comment 
has  been  provided  by  the  conflict  between  Russia 
and  the  Mongolian  Minister  of  the  Interior,  Dalama 
Tchimid-Tsircn.  Carried  away  by  the  prospect  of 
his  country's  complete  independence  and  regenera- 
tion, Tchimid-Tsiren  insisted  that  the  Mongols 
should  be  left  free  to  carry  out  reforms  in  con- 
formity with  the  interests  of  the  population  and  with- 
out dictation  from  outside.  As  the  energy,  disinte- 
restedness, and  patriotism  of  the  Minister  of  the  I 


Interior  were  distasteful  to  the  Russian  pioneer-,  of 
civilisation,  Tchimid-Tsiren  had  to  leave  his  post, 
and  the  Russian  Minister  to  China,  M.  Krupensky', 
demanded  not  merely  his  dismissal  but  also  his 
expulsion  from  I'rga.  This  episode  throws  a  striking 
light  on  the  attitude  of  Russian  diplomacy  towards 
Mongolian  "autonomy/'  The  Mongolian'  Mini  u:\  1 
are  simply  intended  to  act  as  the  obedient  agent-  of 
the  Russian  authoritie-. 

Side  by  side  with  this  policy  openly  pursued  by 
the  Russian  agents,  consisting  in  continual  interfer- 
ence with  the  internal  affairs  of  Mongolia  and  with 
the  orders  of  its  "  autonomous  "  Government,  a  secret 
movement  is  going  on  which  is  calculated  not  only  to 
render  Russia's  relations  with  China  exceedingly 
acute,  but  also  to  estrange  the  handful  of  Morgolian 
Princes  and  high  ecclesiastical  dignitaries  who  are 
favourably  disposed  towards  Russia.  I  refer  to  the 
so-called  Uriankhay  question.  Although  the  Euro- 
pean Press  is  unfamiliar  with  it  as  yet,  it  will  be 
bound  to  give  it  the  most  serious  attention  in  the  near 
future.  To  this  important  question,  which  is  preg- 
nant with  fresh  causes  of  conflict,  my  next  article 
will  be  devoted. 

It  is  reported  from  Harbin  that  the  Chunchuses 
have  set  fire  to  the  property  of  the  Kovalsky  Timber 
Concession,  which  extends  over  an  area  of  over  three 
miles.  The  act  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  revenge  for 
the  death  of  four  Chunchuses  who  were  killed  during 
an  attack  on  the  Yablonia  Concession. 

M.  P. 

(To  be  continued.) 

It  is  stated  that,  in  view  of  the  altered  economic 
and  political  interests  of  Russia  in  Mongolia,  the 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  has  submitted  to  the 
Council  of  Ministers  a  scheme  for  the  transformation 
of  the  Russian  Consulate  at  Urga  into  a  Consulate- 
General  for  Mongolia. 


RUSSIA   IN  PERSIA. 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  has  submitted  to 
the  Duma  a  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  Russian 
Yice-Consulate  at  Kazvin. 

In  the  explanatory  memorandum  accompanying 
the  Bill  M.  Sazonoff  points  out  that  the  Russian 
Government  may  have  for  the  third  time  to  send  a 
considerable  military  force  to  Kazvin.  He  therefore 
considers  it  indispensable  to  establish  a  Russian 
Consular  agency  there,  the  more  so  because  part  of 
the  Russian  force  still  remains  at  Kazvin,  which  is 
the  most  conveniently  situated  point  from  which  to 
observe  events  of  a  political  character  in  the  region 
between  the  Caspian  Sea  and  the  city  of  Teheran. 


THE   NEW   PRESS  BILL. 


The  Government  Press  Bill  has  been  finally  drafted. 

The  new  Bill  divides  the  penalties  it  imposes  into 
two  categories,  the  first  relating  to  crimes  committed 
by  means  of  the  Press,  and  the  other  to  infringements 
of  the  rules  introduced  by  the  new  Press  Statute. 
Such  offences  are  punishable  by  fine,  imprisonment, 
or  both.  The  maximum  fine  amounts  to  3,000  roubles, 
which  may  be  combined  with  imprisonment.  Such 
maximum  penalties  are  inflicted  in  case  of  failure  to 
indicate  the  publisher  and  printing  office  of  a  paper, 
the  issue  of  a  publication  without  the  observation  of 
the  formalities  prescribed,  and  especially  theomission 
to  give  notice  of  the  contemplated  issue  of  a  publi- 
cation.   


MONASTERY  SCANDALS. 


Father  Artemius,  of  the  Byeloberejeskaya  Hermit- 
age, who  has  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  diocesan 
authorities  and  has  twice  been  confined  by  his 
superiors  in  a  lunatic  asylum,  has  addressed  an  exten- 
sive memorial  to  the  Progressist  members  of  the 
Duma  exposing  the  crying  scandals  enacted  in  the 
monasteries  of  the  diocese  of  Orel.  These  revela- 
tions have  caused  fresh  alarm  to  the  diocesan  autho- 
rities, who  are  again  trying  to  get  hold  of  the  priest 
and  place  him  in  a  lunatic  asylum  for  good. 

Father  Artemius,  however,  who  has  been  searched 
for  as  far  as  St.  Petersburg,  has  taken  care  to  elude 
his  pursuers.  His  latest  communication  to  a  friend 
is  dated  "  From  the  Forest,"  where,  as  he  puts  it,  he 
is  living  for  the  present  with  the  wild  beasts.  He 
implores  his  friend  to  urge  the  Progressist  deputies 
to  hasten  the  examination  of  his  case  before  he 
is  "taken  out  of  circulation." 

The  Progressist  deputies  intend  to  call  attention 
to  the  matter  during  the  debate  on  the  Holy  Synod 
Estimates. 


To-day,  according  to  the  Russian  calendar,  is  the 
1st  of  May,  and  searches  and  arrests  with  a  view  to 
preventing  May-day  demonstrations  have  been  made 
throughout  the  Empire. 
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NOTES. 


Finland's  Peril. 

A  Bill  which  is  described  by  one  of  the 
Russian  papers  as  "  the  most  decisive  blow  ever 
struck  at  the  autonomy  of  Finland  "  is  about  to 
be  presented  to  the  Duma  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Minister  of  Justice.  The  public  is  aware  of 
the  stubborn  and  heroic  resistance  offered  by  the 
Finns  to  the  Equality  Act,  which  places  Russians 
resident  in  the  Grand  Duchy  on  a  political  and 
civil  level  with  the  native  population.  The  out- 
cry against  that  measure  had  reference  not  to  its 
contents  but  to  the  manner  of  its  promulgation, 
since  it  was  enacted  by  "  Imperial "  legislation 
without  reference  to  the  Diet,  and  therefore  was 
not  constitutionally  binding  upon  the  Finns.  To 
the  present  Bill,  however,  the  most  resolute 
hostility  will  be  displayed  on  its  own  merits.  It 
is  a  kind  of  topsy-turvy  sequel  to  the  Equality 
Act  •  for  what  it  seeks  to  do  is  to  place  the  Finns 
on  an  equality  with  the  Tsar's  Russian  subjects 
outside  the  Grand  Duchy  in  the  matter  of  poli- 
tical and  legal  oppression.  To  this  end  it  is 
proposed  that  Finnish  subjects  shall  be  made 
amenable  to  Russian  law  and  Russian  jurisdic- 
tion in  respect  of  so-called  "political  offences." 
This  means  that  the  rights  of  meeting  and 
association  and  the  liberty  of  the  Press  at  present 
enjoyed  under  Finland's  own  liberal  Constitution 
will  be  destroyed,  and  that  Finnish  subjects  may 
be  dragged  off  to  St.  Petersburg  at  the  will  of 
the  Russian  authorities,  there  to  be  tried  on 
charges  which  as  often  as  not  will  be  trumped 
up  by  the  administrative  officials,  and  for  offences 
committed  in  Finland  which  are  unknown  to  the 
Finnish  law.   

The  Criminal  Code. 

In  order  to  realise  exactly  what  this  means 
we  must  bear  in  mind  the  character  of  the  penal 
laws  which  it  is  proposed  to  import  from  Russia 
into  Finland.  The  Russian  Criminal  Code  is  a 
relic,  and  one  of  the  worst  relics,  of  the  old 
Absolutist  regime,  and  is  a  denial  of  the  most 
elementary  rights  of  personal  liberty  as  under- 
stood in  all  civilised  countries.  Even  sturdy 
Conservatives  and  Imperialists,  such  as  M. 
Tagantseff,  a  noted  jurist  and  ;a  member  of  the 
Council  of  State,  recognise  that  certain  of  wits 
provisions  (notably  Articles  126,  128,  and  129) 
are  altogether  out  of  place  under  the  new  "  con- 
stitutional "  system  which  Russia  is  supposed  to 
be  enjoying,  and  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
civil  liberty.  The  Criminal  Code,  in  fact,  is 
admitted  to  be  a  vicious  and  effete  instru- 
ment, and  ought  long  ago  to  have  been  super- 
annuated. Instead,  however,  of  abolishing,  as 
M.  Tasantseff  and  others  demand,  this  survival 
of  a  regime  which  is  officially;  declared  abrogated, 
the  Government  is  now  endeavouring  to  extend 
it  to  Finland,  in  order  that  the  Nationalist 
"  patriots "  may  wreak  their  spite  upon  the 
hapless  Grand  Duchy.  It  is  a  double-edged 
weapon  that  is  being  brought  into  play,  for  if 


the  Bill  passes  not  only  will  a  mortal  blow  be 
struck  at  Finland,  but  the  rest  of  the  Umpire 
will  have  to  submit  to  the  perpetuation  of  the 
barbarous  Code,  and  all  hope  of  its  abolition 
must  be  abandoned.  It  is  hardly  conceivable, 
however,  that  the  Duma  will  give  its  assent  to  a 
measure  of  this  kind,  whose  enactment  would 
produce  a  state  of  affairs  in  Finland  which  few 
would  care  to  contemplate. 

Fruits  of  "  Russification." 

The  deplorable  consequences'  that  arise  from 
the  Russian  Government's  campaign  of  outrage 
against  Finland  are  strikingly  illustrated  in  the 
report  issued  by  a  Committee  of  the  Diet  011  the 
pilot  question.    The  action  of  the  hundreds  of 
Finnish  pilots  who  resigned  rather  than  be  com- 
pelled to  serve  under  the  Russian  Ministry  of 
Marine  has  had  the  effect  of  making:  navigation 
in  Finnish  waters  an  extremely  hazardous  and 
often  a  ver}-  expensive  proceeding.    Many  of  the 
channels  were  not  properly  marked  out  last  year, 
and  the  Russian  pilots  who  were  imported  from 
the  Caspian  Sea  to  take  the  place  of  the  departed 
Finns  proved  themselves  in  general  to  be  both 
ignorant  and  incompetent.    Altogether  151  pro- 
tests were  registered  during  the  shipping  season 
against  the  inadequacy  of  the  pilot  service  ;  but 
this  figure,  of  course,  does  not  represent  anything 
like  the  number  of  causes  of  grievances  that 
actually   arose.     The   number  of   accidents  to 
vessels  in  Finnish  waters  was  over  one  hundred, 
which  is  double  the  average  of  the  previous  ten 
years  ;    and  this,  too,  in'  spite   of  favourable 
weather  conditions.    It  is  highly  probable  that  a 
similar  state  of  affairs  will  prevail  during  the 
present  season,  for,  apart  from  the  ingrained 
incapacity  of  the  Russian  pilots,  a  knowledge  of 
Finnish  waters — which  are  among  the  most  diffi- 
cult for  navigation  purposes  in  the  world — can 
only  be  acquired  by  years  of  study.    Such  are 
the  fruits  of  "  russification ;  "    but  the  lesson 
evidently  has  not  been  learnt. 


Upper  House  Reform. 

In  spite  of  Ministerial  declarations  of  antipathy 
towards  the  proposal  to  reform  the  Council  of 
State,  the  question  is  coming  very  much  to  the  fore 
in  Russia.  In  conversation  with  the  St.  Peters- 
burg correspondent  of  the  Temps,  an  "  influential 
Russian  politician"  of  moderate  views  dwelt  upon 
the  recent  action  of  the  Upper  House  in  muti- 
lating the  Polish  Municipalities  Bill,  and  on  the 
grave  danger  in  which  Russia  involves  herself 
by  her  uncompromising  attitude  towards  Poland. 
Advancing  from  this  theme,  he  asked  the  question 
whither  the  Conservatives,  as  represented  by  the 
majority  in  the  Council  of  State,  are  leading  the 
Empire,  and  he  supplied  the  striking  answer: 
"  To  the  sure  dismemberment  of  our  country, 
and  to  the  day  when  the  present  regime  will  no 
longer  have  the  power  to  assert  itself."  This  is 
a  weighty  pronouncement,  and  probably  repre- 
sents the  opinion  of  the  more  enlightened  sup- 
porters of  the  Government.  The  old  National- 
ism, with  its  appeal  to  racial  passions  and  pre- 
judices, must  be  abandoned  as  constituting  a 
most  serious  menace  to  the  State,  and,  since  that 
discredited  policy  has  its  main  stronghold  and  most 
effective  weapon  in  the  Council  of  State,  it  follows 
as  a  natural  corollary  that  that  institution  must 
be  subjected  to  drastic  reform.  Those  Ministers 
who  are  resolutely  setting  their  face  against  any 
change  in  the  constitution  of  the  Council  are,  in 
the  opinion  of  sober-minded  politicians  who  are 
not  identified  with  the  Progressive  programme, 
simply  sealing  the  doom  both  of  the  Government 
and  of  the  Empire,  and  they  would  be  well 
advised  in-  their  own  interests  to  revise  their 
opinions  on  this  subject. 

The  Slav  Agitation. 

The  Novoe  Vremya  complains  bitterly  of  the 
indifference  displayed  by  Moscow,  the  historic 
capital  which  proudly  styles  herself  the  1;  Heart 


of  Russia,"  towards  the  issue  of  the  Balkan  War. 
It  points  out  that  it  was  not  "  Mother  Moscow  " 
but  the  much-abused  and  German-named  St. 
Petersburg  that  raised  the  cry  of  Slav  resistance 
to  Germanism;  and  it  was  the  usually  cold 
society  of  the  bureaucratic  capital  that  indulged 
throughout  the  wintei  in  meetings  and  dinners 
on  behalf  of  the  Slav  cause.  The  Novoe  Vremya 
does  not  seem  to  perceive  that  the  indifference 
displayed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Moscow  affords 
the  most  striking  proof  of  the  artificial  and 
unpopular  character  of  the  reckless  agitation 
carried  on  by  the  Nationalists  in  St.  Petersburg. 
It  is  Moscow,  with  her  great  manufacturing  com- 
munity, that  has  most  to  lose  by  war,  and  it  is  in 
Moscow,  therefore,  that  the  real  interests  of  the 
Empire  are  kept  in  view.  The  Chauvinists  of 
St.  Petersburg  are  mainly  concerned  with 
bolstering  up  the  bureaucracy,  and  are  ready  to 
plunge  the  country  into  war  because  they  think 
that  the  success  of  Russian  arms  would  achieve 
their  purpose.  It  is  the  men  with  nothing  to 
lose  who  pose  as  champions  of  the  Slav  cause, 
and  by  a  strange  irony  it  is  these  same  Nation- 
alists who  deny  Russia's  own  Slav  subjects  in 
Poland  their  historic  national  rights. 


RUSSIA  AND    THE  STATES. 

Official  Statement  on  the  Jewish  Passports 
Question. 

M.  Medzokhovsky,  who  has  been  app Dinted  to 
replace  M.  Wilenkin  as  the  Russian  Financial  Agent  in 
Washington,  has  been  instructed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Trade  to  inform  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
that  Russia  will  not  depart  from  her  previous  practice, 
and  will  not  on  any  account  grant  equal  treatment  to 
Jewish  citizens  of  the  United  States.  If  the  United 
States  Government  is  desirous  of  renewing  its  Com- 
mercial Treaty  with  Russia,  it  must  give  its  assent  to 
the  retention  of  disabilities  for  American  Jews. 

The  RUsskaya  Molva,  however,  claims  to  know  from 
3  reliable  source  that,  notwithstanding  the  above 
declaration,  the  Russian  Government  will  compro- 
mise the  matter  to  a  certain  extent  in  order  to  put  an 
end  to  the  complications  arising  from  the  denuncia- 
tion of  the  treaty  by  the  United  States. 


COUNT  WITTE. 

Rumours  of  his  Impending  Return  to 
Power. 

The  decoration  bestowed  on  Count  Witte  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Orthodox  Easter  has  once  more  set 
society  busy  with  rumours  of  that  statesman's  impend- 
ing return  to  power.  These  reports  are  eagerly 
swallowed  by  the  opponents  of  M.  Sazonoff,  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  M.  Kokovtsoff,  the 
Premier,  who  supports  his  colleague's  policy  ;  and 
the  malcontents  are  actually  already  overwhelming 
the  ex-Minister  with  effusive  messages  of  congratu- 
lation. 

It  is  said  that  Count  Witte  has  regained  the  Tsar's 
favour  by  drawing  up  a  memorandum  on  the  present 
international  situation.  In  this  document,  which  is 
believed  to  have  greatly  impressed  his  Majesty, 
Count  Witte  asserts  that  under  present  conditions, 
where  Slavonic  affairs  are  concerned,  Russia  can 
neither  rely  on  her  alliance  with  France  nor  on  her 
entente  with  England.  Russia  should  therefore  take 
more  account  of  the  recent  development  of  the 
Slavonic  Powers,  and  their  immediate  combination 
is  all  the  more  urgent  in  view  of  the  heavy  clouds 
gathering  in  the  Far  East,  where,  too,  Russia  cannot 
count  on  the  friendship  of  England. 


EXPULSION   OF  JEWS 


The  Governor  of  Volhynia  has  lost  no  time  in 
ordering  the  eviction  of  the  Jewish  families  under 
notice  of  expulsion  immediately  after  Easter.  The 
Minister  of  the  Interior  has  given  instructions,  how- 
ever, that  the  expulsion  orders  are  not  to  be 
enforced  for  the  present. 

The  two  hundred  Jewish  families  under  notice  of 
expulsion  from  Riga  have  laid  before  the  authorities 
documentary  evidence  of  the  illegality  of  the  order  ; 
but  there  is  probably  little  ground  for  the  hope  that 
the  notices  of  expulsion  will  be  withdrawn. 


The  Tekuschi  Den,  of  Vladivostok,  has  been  fined 
100  roubles  for  reprinting  from  the  Russkoc  Slovo  a 
poem  entitled  "Save,  O  Lord  ! '' 
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THE    PUPPET  COURTS. 

I.— The   Senate   as  a  Political  Creature 
of  the  Government. 

The  Russian  Revolution  oi  1905  was  subdued. 
Some  concessions,  it  is  true,  were  granted  to  the 
people ;  but  the  bureaucracy  endeavoured,  and  is 
still  endeavouring,  to  recover  all  that  was  extorted  by 
the  popular  movement,  and  for  that  purpose  it  was 
necessary  to  suppress  every  protest  on  the  part  of 
the  people  against  the  violation  of  the  laws  enacted 
during  the  movement  for  freedom,  and  every  attempt 
to  maintain  the  liberties  obtained  by  that  campaign. 

It  must  be  recognised  that  in  its  struggle  against 
the  people  the  Government,  relying  on  the  reaction- 
ary elements,  has  exhibited  an  extraordinary  persist- 
ence and  consistency.  At  the  outset,  during  the  time 
of  the  Revolution,  the  bureaucracy  employed  physical 
force  against  its  opponents ;  punitive  expeditions, 
which  were  despatched  to  various  parts  of  the 
country,  the  shooting  down  of  peasants  and  workers, 
and  anti-Jewish  pogroms  organised  by  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  aid  of  the  police  and  the  hooligan 
elements  were  the  methods  of  "pacification"  most 
frequently  employed. 

The   Judicial  Weapon. 

But  these  methods  were  only  possible  while  there 
were  signs  of  a  popular  movement.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  send  military  expeditions  and  to  shoot  down 
people  when  the  country  was  apparently  "  pacified," 
when  there  were  no  "  unlawful  "  meetings,  and  affairs 
had  returned  to  their  normal  state.  It  is  true  the 
bureaucracy  possessed  and  still  possesses  weapons 
which  are  frequently  utilised — namely,  summary 
deportation,  expulsion  from  the  towns,  and  incarcera- 
tion ;  but  the  exclusive  use  of  these  weapons  for  the 
pacification  of  the  people  was  considered  by  the 
Government  to  be  inexpedient.  The  Administration 
endeavoured,  and  is  still  endeavouring,  so  far  as 
possible,  to  deal  with  the  dissatisfied  elements  by 
means  of  "lawful"  weapons,  and  only  when  these 
prove  futile  to  resort  to  summary  measures.  There- 
fore the  bureaucracy  has  tried  to  make  its  weapon  the 
Judiciary. 

In  order  to  turn  the  Judiciary  into  a  political 
weapon  it  became  necessiry  at  the  outset  to  place  an 
interpretation  on  the  existing  laws  favourable  to  the 
ends  of  the  Administration.  For  that  purpose  it  was 
essential  that  the  highest  judicial  authority — the 
Senate,  whose  function  it  is  to  interpret  the  laws — 
should  be  brought  into  line  and  made  an  effective 
tool  in  the  hands  of  the  executive.  First  it  was 
necessary  to  place  the  Judges  in  such  a  position  that 
when  giving  judgment  they  should  in  each  case  be 
guided,  not  by  their  conscience,  but  by  the  desires 
of  the  higher  central  and  local  administrative  authori- 
ties. Secondly,  the  Administration  had  to  place 
restrictions  on  the  defence  of  persons  brought  to 
trial,  so  that  their  counsel  should  be  unable  definitely 
and  emphatically  to  protest  against  the  illegal  actions 
of  the  courts  and  the  Administration  and  thus  create 
resentment. 

To  achieve  this,  the  advocate's  freedom  of  speech 
in  the  courts  had  to  be  permanently  destroyed,  and 
moreover  it  was  necessary  to  inflict  punishment  upon 
any  unwary  representative  of  the  defendant  in  a 
Government  prosecution  who  by  his  speeches  was 
likely  to  create  dissatisfaction  with  the  existing 
regime. 

Accommodating  Judges. 

The  immediate  adjustment  of  court  procedure  to 
secure  the  foregoing  objec.s  was  not  to  be  accom- 
plished all  at  once.  However,  during  the  six  years 
following  the  Revolution,  "he  Administration  syste- 
matically transformed  the  Judiciary  into  a  political 
asset,  and  finally  made  the  Judges  so  submissive  that 
it  became  possible  to  fabricate  such  cases  as  the 
"ritual  murder"  charge,  the  affair  of  Deputy 
Kusnctzoff ,  and  the  continuous  prosecution  of  advo- 
cates who  defended  person?  disliked  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  adaptation  of  the  legal  machinery  to  the 
designs  of  the  Government  was  carried  out  gradually, 
in  proportion  as  the  public  became  pacified  and 
could  not  actively  resist  the  illegal  proceedings  of 
the  bureaucracy  and  of  the  Judiciary  itself. 

The  military  courts,  the  employment  of  which, 
after  the  Revolution,  reached  colossal  dimensions, 
could  not,  however,  remove  all  undesirable  persons. 
Apart  from  that,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  military  courts 
extends  only  to  persons  accused  under  certain  articles 
of  the  criminal  laws— as,  for  instance,  those  charged 
with  the  preparation  of  insurrection.  But  for  the 
purpose^  of  the  Administration  it  was  necessary  also 
to  try  in  the  military  courts  persons  who  were  per- 
fectly innocent  of  such  crimes.  Consequently  the 
highest  judicial  authority,  the  Senate,  in  flagrant 
violation  of  its  previous  decisions,  interprets  the  law 
in  such  a  manner  that,  for  example,  mere  member- 
ship of  the  Social  Democratic  party  is  considered  as 
amounting  to  the  preparation  and  organisation  of 


insurrection.  This  new  interpretation  of  the  Senate 
was  given  because  of  the  desire  of  the  Government 
to  deport  to  hard  laboui  the  members  of  the  Social 
Democratic  group  of  the  second  Duma.  To  what 
extent  the  Senate  went  111  order  to  meet  the  desires 
of  the  Government  may  be  judged  by  the  fact  that 
the  chief  military  court,  which  is  not  by  any  means 
an  assembly  of  humanitarians,  in  analogous  cases 
interpreted  the  articles  of  the  law  in  a  manner  that 
indicted  far  less  severity  on  those  detained  under 
remand. 

In  the  period  after  the  Revolution  we  meet  with  new 
Senatorial  interpretations  of  one  and  the  same  law — 
interpretations  flatly  contradictory  of  previous 
decisions.  This  practice  has  become  so  common 
that  in  political  cases  reference i  made  by  advocates 
to  previous  interpretations  of  the  law  by  the  Senate 
now  carry  absolutely  no  weight  in  the  matter  of 
establishing  precedents.  In  the  courts  nowadays,  to 
use  a  Russian  proverb,  "the  law  is  like  an  arrow- 
wherever  you  turn  it,  thither  it  goes." 

The   Senate   and.  the   Lower  Courts. 

This  servility  of  the  highest  judicial  institution  has 
been  brought  about  easily  and  quickly.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign,  when  the  First  Depart- 
ment of  the  Senate  gave  a  judgment  that  was 
distasteful  to  the  Administration,  the  Department 
was  peremptorily  dissolved,  and  the  appointment  of 
more  servile  Senators  soon  created  an  effective 
weapon  of  political  warfare.  This  "achievement" 
of  the  Government  has  been  of  great  importance, 
since  the  example  of  the  highest  judicial  institution 
has  greatly  influenced  the  general  courts. 

In  addition  to  this  the  Senate  willingly  reverses 
the  decisions  of  the  courts  on  the  slightest  pretext 
brought  forward  by  the  Government  prosecutor, 
and  ratifies  on  appeal  judgments  which  are  to  the 
liking  of  the  Government,  no  matter  how  contra- 
dictory they  may  be  to  the  previous  decisions  of  the 
Senate.  The  bandage  has  been  taken  from  the  eyes 
of  Themis,  and  the  Goddess  of  Justice  notes  very 
attentively  which  of  the  designs  of  the  Administration 
she  has  to  forward.  The  further  steps  taken  to  make 
the  Judiciary  subservient  to  the  Administration — 
namely,  the  subjection  of  the  District  Courts  and  the 
repression  of  advocates — will  be  dealt  with  in 
another  article. 


THE   VODKA  CURSE. 

How    the    State    Monopoly  Encourages 
Drunkenness. 

Writing  in  the  Novoe  Vrcmya,  M.  Menshikorf 
disputes  the  assertion  of  the  Rossia  to  the  effect 
that  the  State  spirit  monopoly  prevents  drunkenness 
from  assuming  incredible  dimensions. 

"  Quite  the  reverse,"  he  says.  "  Without  the  mono- 
poly the  Government  itself  as  well  as  society  and  the 
people  in  general  would  combat  drunkenness  ;  but 
under  the  monopoly  no  such  struggle  is  waged.  The 
Alcohol  Department  exposes  and  sells  the  tempting 
poison  in  26,000  places,  dispensing  it  daily  in  large, 
medium,  and  small  doses,  while  the  26,000  Crown 
drink-shops  also  serve  as  fountains  of  supply  for  the 
development  of  a  clandestine  trade  in  spirits.  This 
plague  of  underground  drunkenness  has  to  be 
winked  at  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  unauthorised 
vendors  purchase  their  stock  from  the  Treasury 
itself." 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


At  a  meeting  organised  by  the  Reactionaries  in  St. 
Petersburg  it  was  resolved  to  start  an  agitation  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  Beilis  from  being  tried  by 
a  jury. 

M.  Tchaplinsky,  the  Public  Prosecutor  of  the  High 
Court  of  Kiev,  recently  paid  a  visit  to  the  Minister  of 
Justice  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  final  instructions 
with  regard  to  the  Beilis  case. 

It  is  officially  announced  that  the  Public  Prosecutor 
of  the  Kiev  High  Court  has  reported  to  the  Minister 
of  Justice  that  the  preliminary  inquiry  into  I  he  murder 
of  Yuschinsky  is  completed,  and  the  whole  case, 
together  with  the  act  of  indictment  against  Beilis,  has 
been  submitted  to  the  High  Court  of  Kiev.  The 
articles  of  the  Criminal  Code  under  which  the  charge 
is  preferred  refer  to  crimes  perpetrated  by  several 
persons  according  to  a  previous  mutual  agreement 
and  to  killing  by  torture. 


The  Governor  of  Yolhynia  has  refused  permission 
to  the  Jitomir  branch  of  the  Prevention  of  Consump- 
tion League  to  organise  a  "White  Flower  Day"  for 
the  benefit  of  its  funds,  although  a  celebration  of  this 
nature  has  been  held  every  year  without  hindrance 
in  various  other  towns. 

The  administration  of  the  Army  Medical  Academy 
denies  the  reports  of  the  alleged  restrictions  with 
regard  to  baptised  Jews,  and  declares  that  converted 
Jews  are  admitted  equally  with  Christians. 


FINNISH    PILOT  SERVICE. 

Official    Report    on    the    Results  of 
Russification. 

[From  a  Hei.sixoh.iks  Cokkesi-oxijext/ 
The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Diet  to  inquire 
into  the  conditions  of  the  Finnish  Pilot  Service  since 
its  transfer  to  the  Russian  Ministry  of  Marine  ha>> 
presented  its  report.  When  the  transfer  took  place 
over  five  hundred  Finnish  pilots  left  the  service,  and 
were  partly  replaced  by  Russian  pilots  from  the 
Caspian  Sea.  Tne  first  results  were  the  unsatisfactory 
marking  out  of  the  navigable  channels  in  the  spring 
of  last  year  and  the  delay  in  stationing  the  lightships 
in  their  proper  places.  The  shortage  of  pilots  fell 
heavily  on  foreign  captains.  They  had  to  wait  hours 
and  days — the  longest  time  was  thirteen  days — for  a 
pilot,  and  often  waited  in  vain.  At  night-time  vessels 
had  to  cruise  about  in  stormy  weather  off  a  pilot 
station,  as  there  was  no  pilot  to  take  them  to  port.  A 
number  of  vessels  which  did  not  dare  to  go  through 
the  heavily-navigated  passages  without  a  pilot  were 
obliged  to  go  to  other  Finnish  harbours  to  discharge, 
while  others  again  went  to  Sweden.  Even  after 
vessels  had  obtained  a  pilot  they  were  in  great 
danger,  and  were  repeatedly  run  aground. 

Altogether  last  year  451  protes:s  were  made  in 
seventeen  coast  towns,  all  of  them  in  one  way  or 
another  caused  by  the  defects  of  the  Pilot  Service  ; 
of  these  179  were  Finnish  and  272  foreign.  The 
number  of  calamities  which  are  known  is  over  one 
hundred,  as  against  an  average  of  fifty-two  during 
the  years  1902-1911.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  pilots,  in 
325  cases  captains  refused  to  pay  pilot  money.  A 
number  of  protests  have  also  come  from  abroad 
voicing  the  general  discontent  in  marine  circles.  That 
navigation  on  the  Finnish  coast  could  be  maintained 
at  all  is  due  to  the  fact  that  Finnish  captains  and 
steersmen,  by  long  experience,  have  gained  a  know- 
ledge of  the  passages  ;  that  Finnish  steamers 
usually  employ  a  so-called  "  long  pilot  "  :  that  ship- 
owners adopted  various  measures  to  assist  vessels  in 
and  out  of  harbours  ;  and  that  some  of  the  Finnish 
pilots  remained  in  the  service. 

The  uncertainty  in  the  Pilot  Service  has  brought 
about  a  large  increase  in  freight  and  assurance  prices. 
These  difficulties  have  mostly  affected  foreign  ship- 
owners and  firms. 


RUSSIAN    AND    FINNISH  TARIFFS. 

Manufacturers  Oppose  Customs  Union 
Scheme. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Interdepartmental  Com- 
mission that  is  considering  the  introduction  of  the 
Russian  Customs  tariff  into  Finland  was  attended  by 
over  a  hundred  persons,  including  M.  Korevo,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  for  Finnish 
Affairs,  and  M.  Borovitinoff,  who  represented  the 
Governor-General.  The  meeting  was  opened  by 
Privy  Councillor  Weber,  Assistant-Minister  of 
Finance,  who  requested  the  representatives  of 
industry  to  express  their  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
proposed  reform. 

Replying  as  the  spokesman  of  all  the  manufacturers 
present,  M.  Krestovnikoff  declared  that  complete 
equalisation  of  Customs  between  the  Duchy  and  the 
Empire  was  unattainable  under  present  conditions, 
with  two  Governments,  two  fiscal  systems,  and  two 
separate  Exchequers.  The  manufacturing  commu- 
nity failed  to  realise  the  purpose  of  the  scheme. 
Certainly  it  was  not  required  in  the  interests  of 
Russian  industry,  upon  which  it  would  inflict  serious 
injury.  With  Finland's  lighter  taxation,  cheaper 
motor-power,  higher  civilisation,  fewer  holidays,  and 
temperate  habits,  Finnish  industry  could  not  fail  to 
develop  at  the  expense  of  Russian  interests  if  the 
proposed  unification  of  Customs  were  realised. 

Ministers  are  divided  on  the  question  whether 
Finnish  firms  are  to  be  allowed  to  establish  agencies 
in  Russia.  M.  Maklakoff  shares  the  opinion  of  his 
predecessor,  M.  Makaroff,  that  this  follows  as  a 
corollary  to  the  Equalisation  Law,  and  is  most 
desirable  from  a  political  point  of  view,  since  dis- 
abilities imposed  upon  Finns  stamp  Finland  as  a 
foreign  country. 

So  far,  however,  all  these  considerations  have  been 
overruled  by  M.  Timasheff,  the  Minister  of  Commerce, 
who  is  anxious  to  secure  the  benefit  of  emigration 
traffic  for  the  Russian  shipping  companies. 

The  Council  of  Ministers  has  resolved  to  present 
in  its  report  to  the  Tsar  the  Loyal  Address  of  the 
Finnish  Diet  of  March  15th  last  on  the  political 
situation  of  the  Duchy,  recommending,  however, 
that  his  Majesty  should  take  no  notice  of  the  Address 
in  question. 


Late  frosts  have  played  havoc  with  the  early  seeds 
and  plants  in  several  provinces,  and  fears  are  enter- 
tained of  a  failure  of  crops  in  the  governments  of 
Simbirsk,  Kostroma,  Tambov,  and  Saratov. 
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REFUTED. 


Once  again  the  authoritative  voice  of  England, 
France,    and     Germany    has    been    raised  in 
emphatic  condemnation  of  the  men  who  have 
fathered  the  blood  accusation  at  Kiev.     A  year 
ago  it  was  the  great  representatives  of  every 
branch  of  thought  and  activity  in  these  countries 
who  in  ringing  tones  denounced  the  atrocious 
slander  on  the  Jewish  faith.    These  declarations 
had  reference  to  the  blood  accusation  in  general, 
which,  in  the  terms  of  the  British  protest,  was 
stigmatised  as  "  an  insult  to  Western  culture  and 
a  dishonour  to  the  Churches  in  whose  name  it 
has  been  falsely  formulated."      The  documents 
which  have  now  been  made  public  are  more 
closely  related  to  the  Kiev  case,  and  prove  in  the 
clearest   possible  manner  that,    even    were  a 
"  ritual  murder  "  conceivable,  the  boy  Yuschinsky 
could  not  have  been  the  victim  of  such  a  crime. 
It  is  the   medico-legal  experts  who  have  now 
taken  up  the  case,  and  taken  it  up  in  a  spirit  that 
allows  no  doubt  to  be  cast  upon  their  impartiality, 
and  with  a  thoroughness  that  must  compel  con- 
viction even  in  the  secret    mind  of  the  most 
virulent  anti-Semite  in  Russia.      Basing  their 
examination  on  the  official  post-mortem  reports, 
they  show  that  the  wounds  alleged  to  have  been 
inflicted  for  the  purpose  of  draining  the  victim's 
blood  were  actually  inflicted  after  the  blows  on  the 
head  and  neck  which  were  the  cause  of  death, 
and  either  just  before  or  just  after  death.  More- 
over, there  was  no  considerable  effusion  of  blood, 
and,  since  unconsciousness  must  have  followed 
immediately  upon  the  first  blows,  no  possibility 
of  torture.     In  this  country,  naturally,  interest 
will  be  centred  in  the  report  of  the  three  English 
experts  to  whom  the  documents  were  submitted. 
They  are  all  very  distinguished  men.     Mr.  A.  J. 
Pepper   is   the   senior  Government    expert  in 
forensic  medicine ;  Dr.  W.  H.  Willcox  is  the 
equally  famous  Home  Office    expert ;    and  Dr. 
Charles  Mercier  is   Consulting    Physician  for 
Mental  Diseases  at   Charing    Cross  Hospital. 
These  three    authorities,  after   an  exhaustive 
examination,  declare  themselves  "  entirely  and 
emphatically  "  opposed  to  the  "  ritual  murder  " 
theory  with  regard  to  the  death  of  Yuschinsky; 
and  their  view  is  strongly  upheld  by  the  many 
German  and  French  experts  who  have  applied 
themselves  to  this  celebrated  case. 

Included  in  the  documents  before  us  are  reports 
on  the  "  ritual  "  question  drawn  up  by  the  Archi- 
mandrite Ambrosius  and  Professor  Sikorsky. 
These  statements  give  us  some  insight  into  the 
methods  adopted  by  the  prosecution  in  preparing 
the  case  against  Beilis,  and  show  the  crazy  cha- 
racter of  the  structure  upon  which  the  charge 
(which  the  authorities  have  not  yet  had  the 
courage  to  put  to  the  test)  has  been  built.  To 
appreciate  their  full  significance  some  attention 
must  be  paid  to  dates.  The  corpse  of  Yuschinsky 
was  discovered  on  March  20th,  1911.  Thefirst  post- 
mortem examination  was  made  on  March  22nd,  and 
the  second  on  March  26th.  It  was  but  five  weeks 
later — on  May  3rd — that  the  Archimandrite 
Ambrosius  was  approached  by  the  Kiev  Examin- 
ing Magistrate  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the 
"  ritual  murder "  charge,  which  the  unofficial 
anti-ftemites  had  been  vociferously  proclaiming, 
on  an  official  footing ;  and  on  May  ^th  this  very 
remarkable  affidavit  was  followed  by  another, 
prepared  for  the  same  purpose,  by  the  now 
notorious  Professor  Sikorsky.  Thus  it  is  seen 
that,  although  there  was  nothing  in  the  post- 


mortem reports  to  warrant  the  "ritual  "  theory, 
almost  from  the  very  beginning  the  judicial 
authorities  set  themselves  to  stamp  the  case 
with  this  repulsive  brand,  and,  once  the  out- 
rageous hypothesis  had  been  established  to  their 
satisfaction,  all  that  re  nained  to  do  was  to  "  find 
the  Jew."  The  report  which  bears  the  signature 
of  the  Archimandrite  Ambrosius  is  an  amazingly 
shameless  document.  This  pillar  of  the  Orthodox 
Church  does  not  profess  to  have  studied  the 
subject  of  "  ritual  murder,"  but  he  says  that  he 
lias  discussed  it  with  two  proselytes  who  deserted 
Judaism  for  Orthodoxy.  The  statements  he 
makes  on  their  authority  are  so  wildly  fantastic 
that  it  is  impossible  to  subject  them  to  analysis. 
They  carry  their  own  refutation  with  them,  for 
it  must  be  obvious  thftt  the  revolting  practices 
they  allege  to  be  common  among  the  Jews,  or 
among  a  sect  of  them,  could  not  possibly  have 
been  kept  secret  all  these  centuries ;  and  it  is  one 
of  the  most  elementary  facts  in  connection  with 
the  blood  accusation  tfc  at  whenever  it  has  been 
raised  it  has  been  convincingly  refuted.  The 
"  evidence  "  of  this  unscrupulous  and  criminally 
reckless  Churchman  is  of  the  most  worthless 
description  ;  and  of  tlx-s  we  are  certain,  that  at 
the  trial  of  Beilis,  whenever  it  takes  place,  he  will 
not  venture  to  produce  the  converts  who  are  the 
alleged  source  of  his  information.  In  any  case, 
his  theory  will  not  fit  in  with  the  facts  of  the 
Yuschinsky  murder  as^they  have  now  been  esta- 
blished ;  and  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  it  would 
have  been  formulated  tk  all  had  the  post-mortem 
reports  been  less  sV,ymly.  As  to  Professor 
Sikorsky,  the  foreign  experts  make  short  work 
of  his  preposterous  allegations.  In  stating  that 
the  object  of  the  murderer  was  the  infliction  of 
the  greatest  possible  torture,  and  that  the 
criminal  was  probably  a  person  used  to  slaughter- 
ing animals,  he  firmly  shuts  his  eyes  to  the 
evidence  of  the  wounds,  their  character,  and  their 
sequence,  or  else  he  betrays  a  singularly  gross 
incapacity  to  deal  with  such  evidence.  We  wonder 
whether  Professor  Sikorsky  is  pleased  with  the 
reputation  lie  has  now  gained  among  scientists 
abroad. 

There  is  little  more  that  can  be  done  now  to 
prove  the  untenable  nature  of  the  charge  brought 
against  Beilis.  Whether,  in  the  face  of  this 
latest  avalanche,  the  Russian  authorities  will 
venture  to  bring  their  prisoner  to  trial  remains 
to  be  seen.  For  two  years  they  have  shirked  the 
issue,  putting  off  the  date  of  the  trial  from  time 
to  time  on  a  variety  of  transparent  pretexts,  and 
meanwhile  the  unhappy  man  has  been  expe- 
riencing all  the  delights  of  a  Russian  gaol.  At 
the  same  time  they  have  hounded  down  his 
defenders,  concocted  charges  against  his  connsel 
with  the  object  of  keeping  them  out  of  the  case, 
and  sent  to  prison  the  man  who,  originally  put 
in  charge  of  the  inquiry,  was  honest  and  bold 
enough  to  reject  the  official  "  ritual "  theory  of 
the  murder.  If  it  is  difficult  to  speak  in  measured 
terms  of  the  character  of  the  charge  that  has  been 
formulated,  what  is  to  be  said  of  the  guilty 
cowardice  of  the  men,  with  the  Minister  of 
Justice  at  their  head,  who  are  afraid  to  press  it 
home  even  in  the  vitiated  atmosphere  of  a 
Russian  court  of  justice,  and  who  allow  their 
victim  to  languish  for  two  years  in  prison  without 
being  brought  to  trial,  doubtless  hoping  that  he 
may  die  there  and  thus  save  them  from  the  most 
ignominious  consequences  of  their  malignity  ? 
The  Beilis  case  has  filled  to  the  brim  the  cup  of 
the  Russian  legal  authorities'  discredit,  and 
doubtless  they  are  now  wishing-  that  they  had  let 
the  blood  accusation  alone.  But,  whatever  they 
do  now,  they  cannot  escape  the  verdict  of 
European  civilisation,  which  has  taken  up  the 
campaign  on  behalf  of  truth  and  justice  in  a 
manner  that  does  is  infinite  credit. 


THE  TEMPERANCE  BROTHERS. 


Public  Protest  Against  their  Persecution. 


The  "October  30th  Union'3  has  held  a  public 
meeting  in  Moscow  for  the  purpose  of  drawing 
public  attention  to  the  case  of  the  Temperance 
Brothers,  recently  reported  in  Darkest  Russia. 

In  opening  the  meeting  M.  Gutchkoff  declared 
that  the  incipient  temperance  movement  had  been 
dealt  a  severe  blow  by  the  authorities. 

Prof.  Gromoglassoff  said  that  the  temperance 
movement  of  the  'nineties  had  its  origin  in  the 
people  themselves.  Beginning  in  St.  Petersburg, 
where  it  was  initiated  by  the  peasant  Tchurikoff,  it 
passed  over  to  Moscow  at  the  close  of  1905,  when 
the  simple  words  of  the  "  Brothers  "  Koloskoff  and 
Grigoryeff  touched  the  heart  of  the  people.  But  as 
soon  as  the  number  of  its  adherents  increased, 
official  persecutions  followed.  They  were  compelled 
to  wander  from  place  to  place  until  they  managed 
to  get  a  footing  in  two  remote  suburbs.  But  in  pro- 
portion to  the  growth  of  the  "  Brothers' ''  popularity 
the  animosity  of  the  people  interested  in  impeding 
their  salutary  work  became  more  pronounced.  Unlike 
the  promoters  of  all  other  Russian  Temperance 
Societies,  Koloskoff  was  not  satisfied  with  temporary 
abstinence,  but  demanded  lifelong  abstinence,  and 
through  his  care  many  lost  wretches  were  restored 
to  new  life.  He  always  accompanied  his  addresses 
with  readings  from  the  Gospels.  The  taking  of  the 
temperance  pledge  was  strengthened  by  the  reading 
of  Orthodox  prayers,  and  this  was  alleged  to  con- 
stitute a  sectarian  rite.  His  persecutors  further  had 
recourse  to  calumny,  and  charged  him  with  attack- 
ing the  sacred  bond  of  matrimony,  and  in  March, 
1910,  the  temperance  "leaders  were  excommunicated. 

Before  this  unwarranted  proceeding  took  place 
the  work  of  these  simple  folk  had  produced  remark- 
able results  in  regenerating  immoral  men  and  women, 
and  turning  them  into  useful  members  of  society.  In 
St.  Petersburg  the  abstainers  at  that  time  numbered 
60,000  persons,  and  in  Moscow  40,000 ;  but  the 
excommunication  had  stopped  the  whole  movement. 

M.  Kamensky,  a  member  of  the  third  Duma,  said 
that  when  their  meetings  were  prohibited  in  St. 
Petersburg  the  abstainers  appealed  to  him  to  take  up 
their  defence,  and,  together  with  several  political 
friends,  he  petitioned  the  late  M.  Stolypin  on  their 
behalf.  That  Minister  gave  orders  in  person  that  the 
abstainers  should  not  be  molested  ;  but  his  influence 
was  already  on  the  wane.  The  Church  authorities 
did  not  rest,  and  one  of  them,  Father  Samoyloff,  a 
disciple  of  Vostorgoff,  did  not  shrink  from  taking  a 
false  oath  that  the  abstainers  indulged  in  promiscuous 
immorality.  Although  this  calumny  was  disproved 
by  the  official  examination,  it  did  not  prevent  innocent 
persons  from  being  kept  fifteen  months  in  preliminary 
confinement. 

M.  Schepkin  called  upon  the  public  to  support  the 
"  Brothers,"  who  were  great  in  their  simplicity,  and 
who  could  redeem  the  morals  of  the  educated  classes, 
and  put  down  their  drinking,  their  gambling,  and 
their  shameful  literature. 


BUDGET   DEBATE  BEGUN. 


On  the  23rd  inst.  the  Budget  debate  began  in  the 
Duma  with  a  speech  by  M.  Alexeienko,  Chairman  of 
the  Budget  Committee,  which  concluded  with  the 
following  words  : — 

"  People  like  to  quote  the  saying  of  a  French 
Minister,  whose  favourite  expression  used  to  be  : 
'  Give  me  a  good  policy  and  I  will  give  you  good 
finances.'  The  Russian  taxpayers  are  entitled  to 
address  the  remark  to  the  Government  in  a  modified 
form  :  '  We  have  given  you  good  finances  ;  it  is  now 
for  you  to  give  us  a  good  policy.' " 

M.  Kokovtsoff ,  the  Premier  and  Minister  of  Finance, 
was  present  in  the  Ministerial  box  throughout  the' 
day.    A  report  of  his  speech  will  be  given  next  week. 

Besides  being  expelled  from  their  schools  for 
having  joined  a  May-day  demonstration  at  Windau, 
pupils  of  the  local  Professional  School  and  of  the 
Girls'  Gymnasium  have  been  sent  to  prison  for  two 
months  by  order  of  the  Governor  of  Kurland. 
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THE   BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

Leading  Experts  of  England,  France,  and 
Germany  Declare  Against  "  Ritual 
Murder"  Theory. 


IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS. 


Important  documents  have  just  been  printed  in 
connection  with  the  famous  "  ritual  murder  "  charge 
raised  at  Kiev.  They  consist  in  the  reports  of  the 
two  official  post-mortem  examinations  on  the  body 
of  Yuschinsky,  the  statements  of  the  Archimandrite 
Ambrosius  and  Professor  Sikorsky  on  the  subject  of 
"ritual  murder,"  and  the  opinions  of  English, 
French,  and  German  medico-legal  experts  to  whom 
the  facts  of  the  case  have  been  submitted,  and  who 
are  unanimous  in  rejecting,  on  scientific  grounds, 
the  theory  that  Yuschinsky  was  murdered  by  Jews 
in  order  to  use  his  blood  for  religious  purposes. 

Beginning  of  the  "Ritual"  Theory. 

The  judicial  authorities  first  busied  themselves 
with  the  theory  of  "  ritual  murder''  a  few  weeks  after 
the  post-mortem  examinations,  when  the  Examining 
Magistrate  of  Kiev  sought  and  obtained  the  opinion 
of  the  Archimandrite  Ambrosius  on  this  subject. 
Ambrosius  is  Vicar  of  a  monastery  at  Kiev,  and  in  his 
statement,  which  is  included  among  the  documents 
now  published,  and  is  dated  May  3rd,  191 1,  he  says 
that,  although  he  has  not  made  a  special  study  of 
"  ritual  murders,"  he  has  had  opportunities  of  dis- 
cussing the  subject  with  two  Orthodox  monks  who 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Jewish  faith.  His  conver- 
sations with  these  and  other  persons  led  him  to 
believe  that  among  the  Jews,  and  particularly  among 
a  sect  of  them  known  as  "Chassidim,"  the  custom  of 
procuring  Christian  blood  by  killing  innocent  Christian 
boys  prevails.  The  blood  is  alleged  to  be  required 
for  the  manufacture  of  Passover  cakes.  According 
to  the  Talmud,  says  the  Archimandrite,  blood  is 
the  symbol  of  life,  and  according  to  the  same 
authority  the  Jews  are  the  sole  masters  of  the  world, 
and  the  rest  of  mankind  are  merely  their  slaves.  The 
mixture  of  Christian  blood  with  the  Passover  cakes 
thus  makes  it  manifest  that  the  Jews  possess  rights 
even  over  the  lives  of  these  slaves.  A  Jew  is  not 
bound  to  observe  any  rites  or  forms  if  he  has  to 
procure  the  blood  under  difficult  conditions;  but  if 
there  is  no  danger  the  blood  is  procured  in  con- 
formity with  the  prescribed  ritual,  which  includes 
the  reading  of  special  prayers  by  a  Rabbi.  These 
prayers  must  be  finished  while  the  victim  is  still  alive 
and  the  blood  is  oozing  out  of  his  body.  It  is  not 
lawful  to  allow  the  victim  to  die  a  "natural"  death  ; 
if  only  an  insignificant  quantity  of  blood  remains  in 
the  body  a  few  stabs  are  inflicted  in  the  region  of  the 
heart  in  order  to  cause  death.  The  wounds  in  such 
cases  must  be  of  a  certain  fixed  number — about 
forty-five— and  they  must  be  inflicted  on  certain 
parts  of  the  body.  Thus  far  the  Archimandrite 
Ambrosius. 

Professor  Sikorsky's  Report. 
Professor  Sikorsky's  opinions  are  given  in  a  docu- 
ment dated  May  8th,  191 1,  and  take  the  form  of 
answers  to  three  questions  addressed  to  him  by  the 
Examining  Magistrate,  M.  Fenenko.  In  reply  to  the 
first  question  Professor  Sikorsky,  who  is  described  as 
Emeritus  Professor  at  the  St.  Vladimir  University  of 
Kiev,  denied  the  possibility  of  the  murder  having 
been  committed  by  a  lunatic.  Asked  whether  the 
methods  employed  in  executing  the  crime  afforded 
any  clue  to  the  purposes  and  intentions  of  the  mur- 
derers, he  stated  that  the  murder  had  been  committed 
in  a  very  deliberate  and  complicated  manner,  show- 
ing that  the  murderers  had  aimed  at  inflicting  the 
greatest  possible  torture.  The  third  question  was 
whether  there  were  any  clues  to  the  murderer's 
nationality,  calling,  &c.  To  this  Professor  Sikorsky 
replied  that  the  murderer  was  probably  a  person  used 
to  slaughtering  animals.  In  the  absence  of  any 
direct  indications  of  nationality,  he  said,  one  must 
confine  oneself  to  considerations  of  an  historical 
and  anthropological  character.  The  murder  of 
Yuschinsky  was  not  an  ordinary  case,  but  had  to  be 
studied  in  the  light  of  criminal  authropology  ;  and  it 
had  to  be  assumed  that  crimes  of  this  nature  occurred 
from  time  to  time  both  in  Russia  and  in  other 
countries. 

"  One  has  to  agree  with  the  criminal  anthropolo- 
gists,'' he  continued,  "that  the  psychological  basis  of 
crimes  of  this  type  must  be  sought  in  racial  revenge, 
or — to  use  the  expression  of  the  well-known 
opponent  of  anti-Semitism,  Leroy-Beaulieu-  in  the 
'  vendetta  of  the  Sons  of  |acob.'  The  characteristic 
similarity  of  this  vendetta  and  of  its  manifestations 
in  all  countries  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  the 


people  who  indulge  in  this  crime  are  dispersed 
among  other  nationalities,  and  carry  with  them  the 
traits  of  their  racial  psychology." 

ENGLISH    EXPERTS'  REPORT. 

The  reports  of  the  first  and  second  post-mortem 
examinations  carried  out  by  Dr.  Karpinsky,  Professor 
Obolonsky,  and  Dr.  Tufanoff,  together  with  the 
reports  quoted  above  and  other  documents,  have 
been  laid  before  a  number  of  scientific  experts 
in  England,  France,  and  Germany,  and  it  is  their 
opinions  which  are  now  published,  side  by  side  with 
the  official  documents.  The  English  experts  to  whom 
the  case  was  submitted  were  Mr.  A.  J.  Pepper,  the 
senior  expert  in  the  Public  Prosecutions  Depart- 
ment ;  Dr.  Charles  A.  Mercier,  consulting  physician 
for  mental  diseases  at  Charing  Cross  Hospital  ;  and 
Dr.  W.  H.  Willcox,  the  senior  Home  Office  expert. 
After  examining  all  the  facts  connected  with  the 
murder  they  state  : — 

"We  hold  the  strongest  opinion  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  details  of  the  murder  to  suggest 
in  any  way  the  race  or  the  nationality  of  the  mur- 
derer, and  we  are  entirely  and  emphatically 
opposed  to  the  opinion  of  Professor  Sikorsky 
that  the  crime  was  in  any  way  a  ritual  murder." 

From  the  description  of  the  wounds  they  are  ot 
the  opinion  that  all  the  important  wounds  were 
inflicted  with  the  same  instrument,  which  was  pro- 
bably some  kind  of  tapering  chisel  or  an  awl,  such 
as  is  used  by  shoemakers.  It  is  clear  that  the  wounds 
in  the  head  and  neck  were  inflicted  first,  and  those 
on  the  trunk  not  for  some  little  time  after  wards — either 
immediately  before  or  just  after  death.  The  wounds 
in  the  heart  were  probably  inflicted  just  after  death. 
The  blows  on  the  head  must  have  caused  immediate 
unconsciousness,  and,  since  the  wounds  on  the  trunk 
were  not  made  until  afterwards,  it  is  quite  impossible 
for  any  torture  to  have  been  caused  by  their  inflic- 
tion. All  tne  wounds  could  quite  easily  have  been 
inflicted  by  one  man,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the 
details  of  the  murder  which  suggests  that  it  was  one 
by  more  than  one  man. 

No   Blood  Collected. 

"  It  appears  to  us,"  write  these  experts,  "  quite 
impossible  to  suppose  that  the  boy  was  killed  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  his  blood.  If  the  murderer 
had  wanted  the  boy's  blood  he  would  have  used  a 
knife  or  cutting  instrument,  and  would  probably 
have  cut  the  throat  or  arm#of  his  victim.  He  would 
not  have  inflicted  punctur  4  wounds  with  an  awl  or 
chisel-like  instrument,  ffir  these  wounds  cause 
internal  bleeding  and  not  such  copious  external 
bleeding  as  a  cutting  instrument. 

"  In  our  opinion  this  case  is  one  of  murder, 
prompted  neither  by  greed,  lust,  nor  revenge,  but 
committed  with  excessive,  unnatural,  and  frantic 
violence.  It  is  a  coarse,  brutal  murder  committed 
by  a  person  of  unsound  mind  and  by  means  of  such 
an  instrument  as  happened  to  be  at  his  service. 

"  We  find  no  evidence  whatever  to  suggest  the 
nationality  or  occupation  of  the  murderer. 

"  Such  murders  as  this  are  frequent  enough  and 
are  characteristic.  They  indicate  from  the  lack  of 
motive  and  from  the  excessive  violence  used  that  the 
murderer  is  insane.  It  is  well  known  to  every 
alienist  and  medical  jurist  of  experience  that  mur- 
ders of  this  kind  are  quite  common  in  the  case  of 
lunatics  affected  by  cpilcpsie  larvee,  and  that  they 
also  occur  not  infrequently  in  other  forms  of  mental 
disease." 

Dealing  specifically  with  Professor  Sikorsky's 
report,  the  English  experts  emphatically  disagree 
with  his  conclusions,  and  especially  with  his  state- 
ment that  three  striking  things  are  present  in  the 
murder — viz.,  "severe  blood-letting  and  the  infliction 
of  torture  and  of  mortal  injuries."  No  person  accus- 
tomed to  the  slaughtering  of  beasts  would  have  used 
a  weapon  of  the  type  of  a  chisel  or  an  awl.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  Jews  slaughter  animals  by 
cutting  their  throats  right  across  with  a  special  knife 
with  a  long,  broad,  sharp  blade.  This  fact  is  of 
importance,  they  point  out,  for  it  clearly  demonstrates 
that  the  murder  was  not  commited  by  a  Jew  who  was 
accustomed  to  the  slaughtering  of  beasts.  As  regards 
the  infliction  of  mortal  injuries,  the  first  wounds 
indicted — namely,  those  in  the  head — would  have  been 
mortal,  and  the  subsequent  wounds  were  committed 
with  the  excessive  and  frantic  violence  of  an  insane 
person  and  not  with  any  idea  of  final  killing. 

THE    FRENCH  EXPERTS. 

The  French  experts  who  have  examined  the  case 
are  M.  A.  Lacassagne,  Professor  of  Legal  Medicine 
at  the  Medical  faculty  of  Lyons,  and  M.  L.  Thoinot, 
who  holds  a  similar  position  in  Paris.  Their  report 
confirms  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  English 
experts.  Since  they  discuss  the  matter  exclusively 
from  the  medico-legal  standpoint,  basing  their 
opinions  simply  on  the  facts  as  disclosed  in  the  post- 
mortem reports,  they  leave  psychiatric  considerations 
entirely  out  of  the  question.  They  do  not  therefore 
discuss  the  report  of  Professor  Sikorsky,  which  they 
describe  as  "a  singularly  hazardous  work,  resting 


merely  upon  hypotheses  not  one  of  which  could  be 
even  half  proved,"  and  as  "a  dangerous  romance." 

They  refute  the  supposition  contained  in  the  post- 
mortem reports  that  death  was  due  to  h.-i-morrhage 
by  pointing  out  that  most  of  the  wounds  were  inflicted 
when  the  victim  was  either  in  the  throes  of  death  or 
already  dead  ;  that  the  greater  number  of  them  were 
superficial  ;  that  in  point  of  fact  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  great  flow  of  blood,  either 
internal  or  external.  Death,  they  find,  was  actually 
caused  by  mechanical  asphyxiation  and  by  the  wound- 
in  the  head.  With  regard  to  the  order  of  the 
wounds  they  agree  with  their  English  colleagues 
that  those  on  the  head  and  neck  were  inflicted  before 
death,  and  those  on  the  trunk  either  during  the 
death-agony  or  after  death.  From  the  post-mortem 
reports  it  is  difficult  to  say  with  any  precision  what 
weapon  was  employed,  or  if  two  different  weapons 
were  used.  Some  of  the  wounds  must  certainly  have 
been  inflicted  with  a  sharp  instrument  having  a 
triangular  blade.  Because  of  this  uncertainty,  it  is 
also  difficult  to  decide  whether  there  was  one  assailant 
or  several  ;  but  the  great  number  of  the  wounds  does 
not  exclude  the  possibility  of  a  single  murderer. 

"  Settled  Beyond  Doubt.'' 

Answering  the  question  whether  the  crime  could 
have  been  a  "  ritual  murder,"  the  French  experts 
say  : — 

"  It  would  be  a  singular  method  of  procuring 
the  blood  of  a  human  victim  in  sufficient  quantity 
to  inflict  upon  him  a  series  of  wounds  most  of 
which  do  not  penetrate,  and  not  one  of  which  at 
all  events  establishes  any  considerable  communi- 
cation between  a  big  blood-vessel  and  the 
exterior.  The  absurdity  of  the  methods  employed 
settles  the  question  in  the  present  case  beyond 
doubt." 

The  murder,  they  conclude,  may  have  been  com- 
mitted by  a  person  suffering  from  a  certain  form  of 
mania  ;  or  it  may  have  been  a  simple  act  of  revenge  ; 
or  it  may  have  been  the  work  of  a  person  striking 
blind  and  repeated  blows — as  might  be  the  case  if  the 
murderer  were  under  the  influence  of  alcoholism. 

There  are  also  eight  reports  by  distinguished 
German  scientists,  which  agree  in  the  main  with  the 
opinions  quoted  above.  Most  of  them  dismiss  with 
the  utmost  contempt  Professor  Sikorsky's  effort  to 
establish  his  hypothesis  on  psychiatric  grounds. 


OCTOBRIST  SPLIT. 


Why  Baron  Meyendorf  Left  the  Party. 


The  Octobrist  organ,  the  Golos  Moskvy,  reports 
with  regret  that,  as  we  announced  last  week,  Baron 
Meyendorf  has  severed  his  connection  with  the  Octo- 
brist party.  Although  he  does  not  state  any  ground 
for  his  action,  it  is  chiefly  attributed  to  the  parry's 
attitude  with  regard  to  the  Finnish  question. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Baron  Meyendorf  was  dis- 
gusted by  the  conduct  of  Octobrist  members  of  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Duma  in  voting,  with  a 
haste  and  silence  which  betokened  their  conscious- 
ness of  doing  dirty  work,  for  admitting  the  Bill  for 
Imperial  Jurisdiction  for  Finland,  in  spite  of  the 
unconstitutional  method  of  its  introduction. 

It  is  not,  however,  merely  that  the  irregular  manner 
of  introducing  the  Bill  and  the  consequent  destruc- 
tion ot  a  safeguard  provided  even  by  the  Law  of 
July  30th,  1910,  were  condoned  by  the  Committee  by 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  20  votes  to  4.  Baron 
Meyendorf  is  still  more  dissatisfied  with  the  substance 
of  the  Bill,  which  aims  at  the  extension  of  Russian 
"justice  "  of  the  Scheglovitoff  order  to  Finland,  with- 
out regard  to  the  radically  different  legal  conditions 
prevailing  there. 

According  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Russian 
Senate,  Social  Democrats  are  members  of  a  criminal 
association,  whereas  in  Finland  they  are  citizens  on 
an  equal  political  footing  with  the  Conservative  party 
of  the  Old  Finns.  By  the  new  Bill  they  would  lose 
their  legal  status,  and  would  have  to  answer  for  their 
offence  of  unlawful  organisation  before  the  St.  Peters- 
burg courts. 

Baron  Meyendorf  declines  to  be  a  party  to  the 
formation  of  a  Right  majority  in  the  Duma  on  the 
basis  of  a  narrow  Nationalism. 

The  withdrawal  from  the  Octobrist  ranks  of  so 
moderate,  undemonstrative,  and  universally  respected 
a  leader  is  a  great  blow  to  the  party,  to  which  he 
had  belonged  from  the  very  outset.  While,  how- 
ever, his  political  conscience  forbids  him  to  identify 
himself  with  that  discredited  party  any  longer,  Baron 
Meyendorf  does  not  intend  to  join  any  other  group. 
The  blow  is  felt  all  the  more  keenly  by  the  Octobrists 
because  the  example  of  Baron  Meyendorf  is  likely  to 
be  followed  by  others  who  are  not  in  favour  of  the 
suppression  of  nationalities,  and  a  serious  split  in  the 
Octobrist  ranks  is  feared. 

Baron  Alexander  Meyendorf,  who  is  a  member  for 
Livonia,  was  born  in  1868.  He  is  Reader  in  Baltic 
Law  at  the  Juridical  Faculty  of  St.  Petersburg 
University  and  class  inspector  at  the  Imperial  School 
of  Law.    He  was  Vice-President  of  the  third  Duma. 
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wbll  on  the  Persecution  op  the  Vaudois. 


NOTES. 


A  Scourge  for  the  Press. 

The  Press  Bill  which  the  Government  is  about 
to  introduce  into  the  Duma,  and  some  particulars 
of  which  are  given  by  our  St.  Petersburg  corre- 
spondent, has  aroused  a  storm  of  disapproval 
throughout  Russia.  Even  so  weathercock  a 
journal  as  the  Novae  Vremya  is  up  in  arms  against 
the  measure,  which  it  describes  as  a  "  sentence 
of  death  ;  "  while  the  Octobrist  organ,  the  Golos 
Moskvy,  coming  out  with  the  variant  description 
of  "the  requiem  of  the  Russian  Press,"  also 
denounces  it  in  the  most  emphatic  terms.  The 
main  effect  of  the  Bill  is  to  set  up,  in  practice  if 
not  in  theory,  a  preliminary  censorship,  to  which, 
by  reason  of  the  heaviness  of  the  penalties 
imposed,  the  papers  will  have  to  become  entirely 
subservient ;  otherwise  they  will  be  absolutely 
wiped  out  of  existence.  The  present  position  of 
the  Russian  Press,  with  the  unfettered  power  of 
the  local  administrative  authorities  to  inflict 
penalties,  is  bad  enough  ;  under  the  new  measure, 
if  it  ever  becomes  law,  matters  will  be  infinitely 
worse,  because,  in  addition  to  the  very  severe 
punishments  ordered  for  offences  against  its  pro- 
hibitory clauses,  by  means  of  the  preliminary 
censorship  and  the  consequent  power  of  imme- 
diate confiscation  the  dissemination  of  inde- 
pendent views  will  be  rendered  impossible.  It  is 
essentially  a  reactionary  Bill,  and  its  passage 
would  mean  a  reversion  to  the  vicious  system 
that  obtained  before  the  issue  of  the  October 
Manifesto. 

The  Coming  Struggle. 

The  introduction  of  the  Bill  into  the  Duma  is 
likely  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  Government  to  the 
strength  and  universality  of  the  feeling  against 
this  misguided  piece  of  legislation — if  it  is  not 
already  sufficiently  well-informed  on  this  score. 
The  Progressists,  the  Cadets,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Opposition  proper  will,  of  course,  fight  it  tooth 
and  nail.  The  great  bulk  of  the  Octobrists, 
together  with  those  who  have  followed  Baron 
Meyendorf  into  the  secession  camp,  are  almost 
certain  to  join  them,  in  spite  of  the  misgivings 
as  to  their  sincerity  engendered  by  their  attitude 
towards  the  Lena  interpellation.  Further,  the 
declaration  of  the  Novoe  Vremya  warrants  the 
assumption  that  many  of  the  so-called  "  Moderate 
Right "  will  range  themselves  against  the 
Government.  In  this  event  the  Ministerial 
measure  will  enjoy  the  support  only  of  the 
Extreme  Right,  and  will  thus  meet  with  an 
ignominious  and  overwhelming  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  the  Duma.  What  the  Government  will 
then  proceed  to  do  is  a  matter  for  lively  specula- 
tion. The  Minister  of  the  Interior,  when  he 
first  announced  the  approach  of  a  Press  Bill, 
anticipated  difficulty  with  the  Duma,  and  it  is 
therefore  not  improbable  that  it  is  intended  to 
pass  the  measure  into  law  by  the  expedient  of 
the  famous  Article  87  of  the  Fundamental  Laws, 


which  involves  the  temporary  suspension  of  the 
Legislature  and  the  promulgation  of  the  mea- 
sure by  Imperial  LTkase.  Even  the  employment 
of  Article  87,  however,  requires  by  law  the  sub- 
sequent sanction  of  the  Duma  for  the  measure  so 
carried  ;  so  that  in  the  long  run,  if  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  have  its  way,  it  must  commit  a 
glaring  illegality,  or  if  it  is  to  save  its  face  it 
must  dissolve  the  Duma.  1  In  any  event  a  most 
determined  tight  seems  assured,  and  the  Duma 
has  before  it  a  very  severe  trial. 


War  Against  Temperance. 

The  public  meeting  held  in  Moscow  to  protest 
against  the  official  persecution  of  the  "  Temper- 
ance Brothers  "  movement,  the  details  of  which 
have  already  appeared  in  this  journal,  has  had 
the  effect  of  directing  popular  attention  to  one  of 
the  most  crying  scandals  of  the  day.  From  all 
sides  have  come  striking  tributes  to  the  services 
rendered  by  Ivan  Tchurikoff  and  his  fellows  to 
the  cause  of  temperance  and  morality.  As  the 
result  of  their  efforts  the  most  abandoned 
wretches  have  been  reclaimed  and  transformed 
into  useful  citizens,  and  the  statistics  of  absten- 
tion published  for  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow 
during  the  period  of  their  activity  are  suffi- 
ciently eloquent  testimony  to  the  value  of  their 
labours.  Now,  however,  the  movement  has  been 
crushed.  The  Government  cannot  tolerate  the 
propagation  of  moral  and  sober  principles, 
because,  of  course,  the  power  of  the  bureaucracy 
rests  upon  the  degeneracy  of  the  masses,  and 
also  because  the  State  finances  are  dependent 
upon  the  sale  of  alcohol.  For  these  reasons  the 
most  preposterous  charges  have  been  trumped 
up  against  the  "  Brothers,"  who,  in  spite  of  the 
well-known  purity  of  their  lives  and  teaching, 
have  been  accused  of  indulging  in  promiscuous 
immorality  ;  and  recently  several  of  them,  after 
having  been  kept  in  "  preliminary  confinement  " 
for  fifteen  months,  were  condemned  to  a  further 
term  of  imprisonment  for  Having  propagated  an 
"  anti-Orthodox  doctrine."  What  a  sorry  libel  is 
this  upon  the  Orthodox  Church — that  to  preach 
sobriety  is  opposed  to  its  sacred  principles ! 
No  grimmer  satire  could  be  penned  by  the 
bitterest  enemy  of  the  Holy  Synod. 


Enter  the  Budget. 

We  must  defer  to  next  week's  issue  considera- 
tion of  M.  Kokovtsoff's  Budget  speech,  which  the 
Times  correspondent  describes  as  both  "  long 
and  lucid."  In  view  of  the  financial  conditions 
prevailing  in  Russia  it  is  likely  to  have  been  as 
"  lucid  "  as  a  display  by  a  professional  conjurer  ; 
but  in  the  English  Press,  of  course,  or  in  a 
section  of  it,  not  a  word  must  be  breathed  that 
is  derogatory  to  Russian  credit.  We  note  that 
M.  Kokovtsoff,  whose  "respectful  manner" 
towards  the  House  is  enlarged  upon,  was  under 
the  necessity  of  apologising  to  the  Duma  for  the 
220  million  roubles  figuring  under  the  heading 
of  "  Supplementary  Estimates,"  of  which  140 
millions  had  been  spent  without  application  to 
the  Legislature.  This  is  a  matter  of  which  more 
is  likely  to  be  heard.  For  the  rest,  in  the 
absence  of  anything  but  a  brief  telegraphed 
report,  we  must  at  present  content  ourselves 
with  echoing  the  Finance  Minister's  desire,  in 
the  interest  of  the  productive  factors  of  the 
Empire,  for  "peaceful  legislative  labour  accom- 
plished in  harmony  between  the  Government 
and  the  nation."  The  Press  Bill,  however, 
illustrates  in  a  singularly  unfortunate  manner  the 
difference  between  the  Government's  professions 
and  its  deeds.  M.  Kokovtsoff  is  either  a  slave  in 
his  own  house  or  else  a  consummate  hypocrite. 

Russia  in  Egypt. 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  a  strenuous  agitation 
has  been  organised  in  this  country  on  behalf  of 
M.  Adamovitch  (otherwise  Aries),  the  Russian 
subject  who  was  arrested  in  Alexandria  because, 


being  a  Trade  Union  leader,  he  is  in  Russian 
eyes  a  criminal,  and  whose  extradition  is  being 
demanded  of  the  Egyptian  Government.  Sir 
Edward  Grey,  it  is  stated,  is  inquiring  into  the 
matter,  and  we  should  be  surprised  if  he  were 
found  to  support  the  view,  put  forward  in  certain 
quarters,  that  the  British  Government  cannot 
prevent  the  extradition  because  Egypt  is  not  a 
British  possession  and  because  the  Capitulations 
give  the  Consular  courts  power  over  foreign 
subjects  resident  in  Egypt.  As  we  observed 
last  week,  the  former  of  these  excuses  is  the 
merest  quibble,  because  it  is  a  well-established 
principle  that  the  Egyptian  authorities  only  act 
with  the  advice  of  the  British  Government.  As 
to  the  Capitulations,  it  is  pointed  out  that  the 
criminal  charges  against  foreigners  with  which 
they  are  !  concerned,  and  over  which  they  give 
the  Consular  courts  jurisdiction,  only  refer  to 
offences  against  the  Egyptian  law.  In  this  light 
the  demand  of  the  Russian  authorities  becomes 
even  more  preposterous,  for  M.  Adamovitch  has 
committed  no  crime  against  the  Egyptian  law, 
or  against  the  law  of  any  responsibly  governed 
country  except  Russia.  Moreover,  as  he  insists 
in  a  poignant  letter  of  appeal  to  the  British 
Government,  he  had  squared  all  his  political 
accounts  with  Russia  before  he  left  that  country, 
having  been  acquitted  after  a  year's  preliminary 
confinement,  and  thus  whatever  offence  he  has 
committed  in  editing  the  journal  of  the  Merchant 
Sailors'  Trade  Union  has  been  committed  outside 
Russia.  On  every  ground,  therefore,  the  case 
for  extradition  seems,  untenable,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  Sir  Edward  Grey,  who  holds  the 
threatened  man's  liberty  in  his  hand,  will  do  his 
duty  courageously. 


RUSSIAN   LAW   FOR  FINLAND. 


The  minority  of  the  Duma  Committee  for  Judicial 
Legislation,  which  is  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  extending  Russian  jurisdiction  to  Finland,  has 
declined  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  of  its  various 
clauses. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Right  leader,  Deputy  Zamy- 
slovsky,  an  additional  clause  has  been  introduced, 
bringing  all  charges  of  insulting  the  Orthodox  clergy, 
the  Army,  and  the  Russian  people  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Imperial  Courts. 


SYNOD   AND  DUMA. 


Bishop  Nikon,  whom  the  Holy  Synod  recently 
removed  from  the  Duma  to  Siberia  by  the  expedient 
of  clerical  preferment,  has  published  the  following 
statement  in  a  Krasnoyarsk  newspaper  : — 

"  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  declare  publicly  and  definitely 
that  I  shall  not  voluntarily  resign  my  seat  in  the  State 
Duma.  I  only  consented  to  stand  as  a  candidate  at 
the  express  request  of  my  superior,  Archbishop 
Antonius  of  Volhynia  and  Jitomir,  and  I  now  submit 
to  the  people's  choice,  resolved  to  devote  all  my 
strength  and  abilities  to  the  service  of  my  electors, 
without  being  the  slave  of  dictation  from  outside.'' 


SUPPRESSING   THE  PRESS. 


By  administrative  order  of  the  authorities  at 
Khabarovsk  the  editor  of  the  Priamuryc  has  been 
sent  to  prison  for  six  weeks  without  the  option  of  a 
fine  for  reporting  the  searches  recently  carried  out 
by  the  police  at  Khabarovsk. 

The  editor  of  the  Uralgtju  of  Ekaterinburg  has 
been  fined  by  the  Governor  300  roubles  for  printing 
an  article  by  Deputy  V.  Q.  Dzinbinsky  dealing  with 
the  acts  of  the  Government. 

Both  the  editors  of  the  Golos  Truda,  the  Labour 
organ  of  Kiev,  have  been  fined  500  roubles  in  respect 
of  a  leading  article. 


The  authorities  of  Mitau  have  ordered  five  educa- 
tional associations  in  the  government  of  Kurland  to 
be  closed,  together  with  the  various  institutions  sup- 
ported by  those  bodies,  on  the  ground  that  persons 
who  are  "  politically  unreliable  "  have  taken  part  in 
their  work. 

All  the  four  resolutions  moved  by  the  Opposition 
parties  in  the  Duma  with  regard  to  the  interpellation 
on  the  police  seirch  at  the  house  of  Deputy 
Petrovsky  were  rejected  by  119  votes  to  86.  The 
Opposition  minority  included  a  few  Octobrists  led 
by  M.  Shidlovsky. 
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THE    LENA  MASSACRE. 


Advocate  Kcrensky's  Revelations  in  the 
Duma.. 


Towards  the  close  of  the  fifth  session  of  the  third 
Duma  the  debates  on  the  various  interpellations  on 
the  Lena  massacre  concluded  with  a  resolution  in 
which  the  Duma  expressed  its  hops  that  the  results 
of  the  Senatorial  inquiry  would  be  made  public,  the 
guilty  parties  punished,  and  the  surviving  victims 
indemnified. 

An  interpellation  on  the  massacre  was  introduced 
by  the  Octobrists  last  February.  Later  the  Social 
Democrats  and  the  Labour  group  presented  an 
urgent  motion  on  the  same  subject,  which  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  Interpellations  Committee  until, 
a  few  days  ago,  it  was  submitted  to  the  Duma  for 
decision  as  to  the  question  of  urgency.  In  the  course 
of  the  debate  a  considerable  sensation  was  produced 
by  the  revelations  of  Advocate  Kerensky,  which  have 
already  appeared  in  part  in  Darkest  Russia.  M. 
Kerensky  recalled  the  promise  given  last  year  by  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry,  M.  Timasheff,  that 
the  results  of  the  Senatorial  "  revision "  should  be 
published  in  full  without  delay.  This  pledge  had 
not  been  redeemed,  and  the  public  was  not  yet 
aware  of  the  reason  for  which  400  miners  had  been 
shot  down  on  April  17th,  1912.  The  Government 
had  to  keep  silent  on  this  subject  as  long  as  the  par- 
ticipators in  the  affair  were  still  on  the  spot. 

"  A  Russian  Congo." 

There  was  a  Russian  Congo  on  the  Lena,  and  its 
character  could  not  even  be  imagined  by  anybody 
who  had  not  seen  things  with  his  own  eyes.  Even 
the  members  of  the  Senatorial  revision  admitted  that 
they  were  unable  to  conceive  how  human  beings 
could  live  under  such  conditions.  They  were 
huddled  together  in  a  diminutive  space  without  dis- 
tinction of  sex  and  age.  In  winter  the  hair  of  these 
unfortunate  people  would  freeze  to  the  wall  while 
they  were  asleep,  or  wherever  their  heads  rested. 
Their  clothing  and  boots  had  to  be  thawed  in  the 
morning,  and  on  returning  from  the  pits,  which  had 
neither  dressing  accommodation  nor  warming  appa- 
ratus, after  tramping  four  versts  they  had  to  plunge 
their  feet  into  hot  water  before  they  could  get  their 
boots  off.  The  immediate  cause  of  the  strike  was 
the  miners'  indignation  at  being  given  provisions 
unfit  for  consumption. 

While  a  man  of  such  Conservative  views  as 
Governor  Bantysh,  of  Irkutsk,  was  doing  his  best  to 
prevent  a  conflict  between  the  company  and  the 
miners,  M.  Timasheff,  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Industry,  took  no  account  of  the  reports  of  the 
responsible  authorities,  preferring  to  give  credence 
to  the  private  reports  of  his  favourite,  Byeloseroff,  the 
head  manager  of  the  Lena  Company.  Engineer 
Tulchinsky  vainly  endeavoured  to  obtain  the 
Minister's  permission  to  act  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law.  He  received  a  telegram  from  the 
Mines  Department  ordering  him  to  desist  from  his 
line  of  action,  and  informing  him  that,  in  the 
Minister's  opinion,  it  was  not  proper  for  the  Mines 
Inspection  to  endeavour  to  effect  a  settlement. 

Intimidation   from   St.  Petersburg. 

It  was  seen  from  the  report  presented  by  Governor 
Bantysh  to  Senator  Manukhin  that  Captain  Treschen- 
koff  went  to  the  goldfields  for  the  express  purpose  of 
crushing  the  strike  in  accordance  with  a  plan  worked 
out  at  St.  Petersburg.  On  his  arrival  he  made  the 
point  clear  at  once  to  the  assembled  officials,  to  whom 
he  observed  : — 

"  Do  you  not  understand,  gentlemen,  that  the  Lena 
Company  is  all-powerful  in  St.  Petersburg  ?  It  has 
among  its  shareholders  such  high  personages  that 
one  does  not  even  dare  to  mention  their  names  ! " 

This  did  not  prevent  him,  however,  from  particu- 
larising those  high  personages,  whose  names  figure 
in  Senator  Manukhin's  report.  By  such  intimidation 
Captain  Treschenkoff  terrorised  the  whole  local 
administration,  acting  against  the  will  of  his  superior, 
the  Governor  of  Irkutsk. 

The  miners  behaved  in  an  exemplary  manner,  and 
did  not  commit  a  single  act  of  violence  throughout 
the  whole  period  which  preceded  the  massacre. 
They  only  wandered  from  one  official  to  another, 
"seekinp  Divine  justice,  the  Tsar's  justice,  without 
finding  it."  On  the  arrival  of  Senator  Manukhin  the 
miners  comforted  themselves  with  the  reflection  that 
now  the  Tsar's  messenger  would  proclaim  justice,  and 
punish  the  murderers  of  their  brethren.  "  But 
Manukhin  came  and  departed,  while  the  assassins 
remain  unpunished,  and  the  miners  in  the  goldfields 
have  learnt  to  realise  that  the  justice  they  have  sought 
is  not  to  be  found  on  earth.'' 

While  this  meek,  almost  religious,  strike  was  pro- 
ceeding the  conspiracy  was  being  hatched.  A  fort- 
night before  the  massacre  an  official  of  the  Lena 
Company  declared  that,  now  that  Captain  Treschen- 
koff had  arrived,  the  thing  would  soon  be  finished. 


Treschenkoff,  he  said,  would  arrest  the  miners' 
spokesmen,  and  when  the  men  came  to  liberate 
them  he  would  shoot  them  down.  Several  days 
before  April  17th  the  local  medical  men  were  ques- 
tioned as  to  whether  they  had  a  sufficient  stock  of 
bandage*,  and  a  request  for  bandaging  material  was 
even  addressed  to  an  infirmary  some  thirty  versts 
distant  from  the  spot  of  the  massacre,  while  a  priest 
was  told  to  keep  himself  in  readiness  for  administer- 
ing the  Sacrament.  On  the  morning  of  April  17th  the 
attendants  at  the  Nadeidinsky  mine  were  warned  not 
to  lead  the  cattle  to  their  ordinary  grazing-ground  as 
they  might  sustain  injuries. 

The  miners  came  along,  unarmed,  carrying  petitions 
to  the  Public  Prosecutor.  Thousands  of  these  papers 
were  subsequently  found  on  the  scene  of  the  slaughter. 
They  had  heard  of  the  plan  to  arrest  their  spokesmen, 
and  addressed  these  petitions  to  M.  Preobrajensky, 
pointing  out  that  their  representatives  had  been 
chosen  with  the  permission  of  the  authorities. 
Captain  Treschenkoff  alarmed  the  soldiers  at  the 
barracks  by  telling  them  that  the  crowd  was  about 
to  disarm  them,  this  being,  of  course,  an  utter  false- 
hood. 

A   Cowardly  Massacre. 

Terrible  as  was  the  beginning  of  the  unprovoked 
and  unexpected  massacre,  it  became  still  more 
heartrending  as  it  proceeded,  for  the  soldiers  fired  at 
those  who  were  running  away,  crawling  along,  or 
lifting  up  their  heads.  Only  10  per  cent,  of  the 
victims  were  found  to  have  been  wounded  in  the  face 
or  in  the  chest ;  the  rest  were  struck  in  the  back  and 
the  legs. 

After  the  massacre  the  soldiers  started  to  remove 
every  trace  of  the  atrocity,  and  but  for  the  presence 
of  Judge  Rhein,  who,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Ministry,  made  an  investigation  of  th»  facts,  the 
Manukhin  revision  would  have  found  nothing,  since 
the  inquiry  was  conducted  by  MM.  Khitun  and 
Preobrajensky,  who  had  themselves  organised  the 
conspiracy. 

"  That,''  said  M.  Kerensky,  "  is  how  the  documents 
were  manufactured.  And  now  they  produce  those 
documents  here,  telling  lies  without  end  and  without 
scruple,  and  deceiving  the  people  from  this  tribune. 

"The  Manukhin  revision  has  not  accomplished  its 
purpose,  for  it  had  to  be  carried  on  cautiously  so  as 
to  avoid  being  dissolved  from  above  before  it  had 
concluded  its  work. 

"  Let  the  Government  deny  all  I  have  said  if  it 
can.  We  are  not  anxious  for  the  punishment  of  the 
guilty,  but  for  the  condemnation  of  the  whole  system 
which  renders  possible  the  existence  of  such  Exam- 
ining Magistrates,  and  of  such  Ministers  as  Timasheff, 
Scheglovitoff,  and  Makaroff.  It  is  too  terrible  that 
men  whose  hands  are  stained  with  blood  should  sit 
here  ! " 

The  Octobrist  spokesman,  M.  Lutz,  opposed  the 
motion  for  urgency,  which  was  rejected  by  127  votes 
to  62,  while  the  interpellation  itself  was  referred  to 
the  Committee. 


SCHOOL  INSPECTORS. 

Unqualified  Candidates  Pitchforked  into 
Appointments. 

By  special  law  a  new  class  of  Inspectors  of  Primary 
Schools  was  appointed  last  year.  Deputy  E.  P. 
Kovalevsky.  the  reporter  on  the  Estimates  for  the 
Ministry  of  Education,  has  made  a  point  of  ascertain- 
ing the  manner  in  which  those  new  inspectors  are 
recruited,  and  he  finds  that  many  of  them  possess 
somewhat  curious  qualifications  for  superintending 
primary  education. 

One  inspector  had  been  a  Consistory  clerk  ;  another 
a  Governor's  officer  for  Special  Commissions  ;  a 
third,  desk-clerk  in  a  public  office  ;  a  fourth,  an 
unqualified  technical  engineer  ;  a  fifth,  a  student  of  a 
clerical  seminary  ;  a  sixth,  a  solicitor  ;  a  seventh,  a 
teacher  of  gymnastics ;  while  several  of  them  were 
ex-Army  men,  Excise  officers,  &c. 


POLISH    MUNICIPALITIES  BILL. 


The  Duma  Committee  on  Municipal  Affairs  has 
accepted  the  amendment  of  the  Council  of  State 
to  Paragraph  n  of  the  Polish  Municipalities  Bill. 
The  effect  of  the  amendment  is  to  deprive  Jews  of 
the  right  to  fill  any  elective  or  salaried  office  on  the 
Polish  local  government  bodies.  The  amendment 
was  strongly  opposed  by  Deputies  Velikhoff,  Fried- 
mann,  and  Gurevitch,  and  the  representatives  of  the 
Polish  "  Kolo  "  also  voted  against  it.  On  a  division 
being  taken,  the  voting  was  equal,  and  the  amendment 
was  only  carried  by  the  casting-vote  given  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Count  Bennigsen. 


The  authorities  at  Kiev  have  proceeded  to  the 
expulsion  of  102  Jewish  external  students  of  Per- 
minoff's  Technical  College. 


THE    PRESS  BILL. 


Outline    of    Government's  Repressive 
Measure. 

[Fkom  Ouk  Own  Cokkiv-j-omjen-t.] 

St.  PETERMRJBO,  May  22Xfj. 

As  public  attention  is  now  concentrated  on  the 
Government  Press  Bill,  which  is  being  severely  con- 
demned by  the  Press  of  all  parties,  it  will  be  well  to 
give  an  outline  of  the  measure. 

According  to  its  provisions,  no  periodical  may  be 
issued  without  a  responsible  publisher  who  acts  as 
its  owner.  Responsible  publishers  must  be  Russian 
subjects,  not  under  twenty-five  years  of  age,  in 
possession  of  their  civil  rights  and  of  a  diploma  of 
at  least  an  intermediate  school,  and  must  be  perma- 
nently settled  at  the  place  whence  the  publication  is 
issued.  In  case  of  unavoidable  absence,  illness,  &c , 
the  publisher  may  call  in  a  temporary  substitute , 
possessed  of  the  same  qualifications,  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  six  months. 

Notice  of  an  intended  publication  must  be  given 
to  the  local  Press  Committee  or  Press  Inspector  ; 
and  where  no  such  authorities  exist  to  the  Governor 
or  the  Prefect  in  large  towns,  and  to  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  in  the  case  of  district  towns. 

Submission  to  the  Censor. 

A  fixed  number  of  properly  corrected  copies  must 
be  supplied  to  the  local  Press  authority,  on  the 
following  terms  : — 

1.  Publications  appearing  at  least  four  times  a 
week,  containing  no  maps,  plans,  drawings,  &c, 
must  be  submitted  at  the  moment  of  going  to  press, 
and  not  later  than  one  hour  before  each  issue  leaves 
the  printing  offices. 

2.  Similar  publications  containing  maps,  drawings, 
&c,  as  well  as  publications  appearing  at  least  once  a 
week,  must  be  submitted  not  later  than  twenty-four 
hours  before  each  issue  leaves  the  printers. 

3.  Publications  appearing  less  than  once  a  week 
must  be  sent  forty-eight  hours  before  they  are  issued 
by  the  printers,  while  for  publications  not  appearing 
at  regular  periods  the  term  varies  from  two  or  three 
to  seven  days,  according  to  the  number  of  pages. 

What  May  Not  Be  Published. 

The  Press  is  not  allowed  to  publish  :  1 11  Any  pro- 
ceedings of  the  legislative  and  other  Government 
institutions,  conferences,  and  commissions  to  which 
the  public  is  not  admitted,  unless  previous  leave  has 
been  obtained  from  the  chairman  of  the  parti- 
cular sitting  reported  ;  (2)  any  documents  and  infor- 
mation derived  from  the  secret  correspondence  of 
Government  or  other  public  institutions. 

Paragraph  158  of  the  Bill  provides  that,  apart  from 
the  penalties  specified  in  the  corresponding  articles 
of  the  Penal  Code,  the  responsible  editor,  print- 
ing manager,  booksellers,  and  heads  of  public 
libraries  and  reading-rooms  are  liable  in  addition  to 
a  fine  of  from  100  to  1,000  roubles  for  the  first  offence, 
and  from  500  to  3,000  roubles  for  the  second. 

Failing  payment  within  seven  days,  the  fine  is  trans- 
ferred in  succession  from  the  responsible  editor  to  the 
owner  of  the  publication,  from  the  latter  to  the  print- 
in  g,  bookshop,  or  library  manager,  and  ultimately  to 
the  owners  of  those  establishments. 

Heavy  Punishment  for  "False  Rumours." 

The  new  Bill  supplements  the  existing  Penal  Code 
by  a  number  of  additions  and  alterations  which  are 
too  long  to  enumerate.  I  shall  therefore  content 
myself  with  recording  that  there  is  a  maximum 
penalty  of  two  years'  imprisonment,  accompanied  by 
partial  loss  of  rights,  for  any  one  who  is  guilty  of 
publishing  or  circulating  false  rumours  calculated  to 
undermine  State  credit  or  to  provoke  distrust  in  the 
solvency  of  State  credit  institutions  ;  of  publishing  or 
circulating  false  information  regarding  the  proceed- 
ings of  any  Government  institution  or  official,  or 
relating  to  the  Army  :  of  circulating  alarmist  rumours 
concerning  any  Government  decree,  or  referring  to  a 
public  calamity,  &c.  ;  of  keeping  for  sale  or  distribu- 
tion any  publications  whose  destruction  or  confisca- 
tion has  been  officially  ordered  ;  or  of  refusing  to 
publish  immediately  any  denials  of  previous  state- 
ments, corrections,  or  replies  from  any  Government 
institution  or  official. 


"Sentence  of  Death." 

M.  Mcnshikoff,  writing  in  the  Novae  Vrcmya, 
describes  the  Bill  as  a  sentence  of  death.  It  is  not  a 
Press  Bill,  but  an  Anti-Press  Bill,  breathing  prejudice. 
"  I  should  like,"  says  the  writer,  "  to  know  who  will 
be  the  gainer  if  the  public  is  to  be  deceived  and 
fooled  every  morning  by  an  enslaved  Press,  frightened 
by  the  Censorship  to  the  extent  of  losing  all  con- 
science." 

The  Octobrist  organ,  the  Golos  Moskvy,  says  that 
the  contents  of  the  Bill  have  exceeded  the  most 
pessimistic  apprehensions,  and,  if  the  measure  should 
ever  become  law,  it  would  be  the  requiem  of  the 
Russian  Press. 


1'rintod  an'l  Fubli^hel  for  the  Proprietors  of  Dakkkst  Ruhhia  by  Odhams,  Ltd.,  2.5,  Floral  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  and  93-94,  Long  Acre,  London,  "W.C. 
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IMPERIAL  ADVENTURES. 


We  publish  this  week  the  last  of  a  remarkable 
series  of  articles  on  Russian  Imperialism.  Our 
contributor,  who  signs  himself  "  M  P.,"'  is  in  a 
position  to  write  with  authority  on  Russian 
foreign  policy,  and  the  wide  extent  of  his  infor- 
mation, much  of  which  is  derived  from  sources 
not  usually  accessible,  cannot  fail  to  have 
impressed  readers  of  the  articles.  To  this 
important  qualification  he  adds  a  clear  insight 
and  a  detached  judgment  which  enable  him  to 
see  and  express  things  in  their  right  perspective, 
and  which  add  enormously  to  the  value  of  the 
series.  He  guides  us  through  the  maze  of 
Russia's  adventures  in  Persia,  Mongolia,  and 
Tibet,  and  exposes  the  astonishing  intrigues  by 
which  those  campaigns  have  been  accompanied. 
In  Persia  financial  oppression  has  been  the  chief 
weapon  employed  for  placing  the  country  at  the 
mercy  of  Russia,  and  the  condition  of  anarchy 
which,  as  has  been  proved  beyond  all  question 
has  been  deliberately  fostered  by  the  Russian 
authorities  has  had  for  its  direct  motive  the 
aggravation  of  the  Persian  Government  s  financial 
difficulties.  Russia  gained  her  first  real  hold 
upon  the  country  by  her  loans,  and,  by  prevent 
ing  all  possibility  of  their  redemption  and  by  for 
bidding  application  elsewhere,  the  grip  has  been 
maintained  and  tightened.  We  know  what  hap 
pened  when,  under  Mr.  Shuster,  a  determined  effort 
was  made  to  place  Persian  finances  upon  a  sound 
footing  ;  the  Russian  authorities  saw  that  their 
power  was  dangerously  menaced,  and  the  only 
honest  and  capable  Treasurer- General  Persia  has 
had  in  recent  years  was  forced  to  go.  Here, 
then,  we  have  Russian  methods  in  Persia  pre- 
sented in  a  nutshell. 

In  Mongolia  we  begin  with  the  huge  bluff  of 
the  "  Caravanserai,"  a  bogus  commercial  organi 
sation  which  was  designed  to  create  the  appear- 
ance of  vast  trading  interests  in  that  country  on 
the  part  of  Russia,  and  tints  to  pave  the  way  for 
a  "  bloodless  annexation."  The  "  Caravanserai  " 
was  found  out  too  soon  to  be  of  much  use  for  this 
purpose,  but  the  idea  on  which  it  was  founded 
was  not  relinquished,  and  Russia  still  bases  her 
claim  to  a  special  position  in  Mongolia  upon  her 
pretended  commercial  interests.  But  in  point  of 
fact  Russia's  industrial  position  in  Mongolia  is 
insignificant — as,  indeed,  it  still  is  in  Manchuria 
after  years  of  occupation.  The  declaration  of 
Mongolian  independence,  of  course,  was  made 
at  the  direct  instigation  of  Russia,  who  put 
China's  internal  troubles  to  shrewd  employment. 
Ostensibly  her  role  is  that  of  champion  of  an 
oppressed  country  which  yearns  for  autonomy, 
but  the  pose  becomes  ridiculous  when  it  is 
remembered  how  Russia  treats  her  own  subject 
nationalities  who  have  a  sound  claim  to  autonomy. 
In  this  connection  it  is  significant  that  in  the 
Russo-Mongolian  Treaty  the  word  '"indepen- 
dence "  is  carefully  eschewed,  thus  leaving  the 
way  open  for  future  annexation  by  Russia  ;  and 
a  definite  step  towards  a  permanent  occupation 
has  already  been  taken  by  the  creation  of  the 
post  of  Russian  Resident  at  Urga.  Side  by  side 
with  this  more  or  less  open  campaign  there  is  a 
secret  movement  which  aims  at  detaching  its 
northern  province — known  as  the  Uriankhay 
country — from  Mongolia  and  adding  it  to  the 
Russian  Empire,  for  use  as  a  base  for  a  prospective 
war  with  China  and  as  a  rod  for  Mongolia's  back. 
This  question,  which  is  now  given  public  promi- 
nence for  the  first  time,  is  of  the  greatest 
importance,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  when 
the  Mongolian  Princes  become  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  Russia's  designs  in  this  quarter 
their  antipathy  towards  the  present  condition 
of  affairs  will  become  greatly  intensified.    As  to 


Tibet,  we  find  that  the  efforts  of  the  arch- 
intriguer  Dordjieff  have  already  led  Russia  into 
a  patent  infringement  ot  British  rights  in  that 
region  as  recognised  by  the  Anglo-Russian 
Agreement  and  clearly  formulated  by  the 
British  Ambassador  in  St.  Petersburg.  The 
Treaty  of  November  3rd,  1012,  between  Mon- 
golia and  Tibet  was  undoubtedly  arranged  under 
the  Russian  Government 's  auspices,  and,  as  our 
contributor  writes  this  week,  it  "  lays  a  prac- 
tical foundation  and  creates  a  firm  basis  for 
Russian  penetration  into  Tibet."  Taken  in  con- 
junction with  the  theory,  openly  expressed  in 
the  Novoe  Vremya,  that  "  Mongolia  and  Tibet 
are  one,"  this  movement  is  seen  to  constitute  a 
serious  menace  to  British  interests  ;  and  the 
same  may  be  said  of  the  Trans  Mongolian  Rail- 
way scheme,  which,  like  the  parallel  project  for 
Persia,  threatens  the  defences  of  our  Indian 
Empire. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  salient  points  of  the 
articles  we  have  published.    As  our  contributor 
describes  it,  Russian  Imperialism  is  shown  to  be 
a  highly  conscious  and  connected  policy.  What, 
then,  is  its  purpose  ?    It  is  certainly  not  con 
ceived  in  the  interests  of  Russian  industry.  As 
it  is,  Russia  incurs  a  loss  of  millions  of  roubles 
every  year  on  the  administration  of  her  border- 
lands, and  this  means  a  heavy  handicap  for  the 
home  markets,  because,  squandering  its  revenues 
in  this  manner,  the  Government  cannot  devote 
the  necessary  money  for  port,  railway,  and  other 
improvements  which  ageso  urgently  demanded 
at  such  trade  centres  as  Odessa.    Further,  as  we 
have  indicated,  Russia's  trading  interests  in  some 
of  the  countries  with  which  she  is  now  occupy- 
ing herself  are  not  considerable  ;  and  even  in 
Persia  they  show  a  tendency  to  decline.  Most 
important   of   all,    some   of   the  Imperialistic 
schemes,  such  as  the  Trans-Persian  Railway,  are 
strongly    opposed   by   the  Russian  mercantile 
classes,    who   find    their    prosperity  menaced 
thereby.    If  Russian  Imperialism  is  designed  to 
benefit  any  particular  class,  it  is  the  landowners, 
who  hail  the  prospect  of  grabbing  large  estates 
in  the  occupied  territories,  and  the  bureaucrats, 
who  are  always  looking  for  "  soft  jobs  "  abroad, 
and  who  are,  in  fact,  Russia's  chief  export  to 
those   regions.     Apart  from  this,  the  foreign 
adventures  we  have  described  may  have  their 
motive  in  a  desire  to  distract  popular  attention 
from  the  domestic  situation.    But  beyond  every 
consideration  of  this  nature  we  come  to  the  bed- 
rock fact  that  the  essential  purpose  of  Russian 
Imperialism  is  strategical.    The  St.  Petersburg 
Jingo  (whose  influence  on  Russia's  foreign  policy 
is  singularly  powerful)   looks  forward  to  the 
day  when    "  in   the  process  of  her  extension 
Russia  will  reach  southward  the  Persian  Gulf, 
and  in    Central  Asia  the  great  Chinese  Wall 
and  the  Himalayas."     The    ultimate  goal  of 
the    whole    policy   is   beyond   all   doubt  the 
conquest  of  India  and  China.    It  is  customaiy 
among    us    nowadays    to    deride    the  possi- 
bility   of    Russia   ever  achieving  her  designs 
upon  India,  even  if  she  cherishes  any.    But  the 
railway  schemes  for  Persia  and  Mongolia  prove 
the  folly  of  this  attitude.    The  former  threatens 
the  North-Western  frontier,  and  the  latter  a  much 
more  vulnerable  point — the    Tibetan  frontier. 
The  Himalayas,  as  has  been  demonstrated  more 
than  once,  are  by    no   means   an  insuperable 
barrier  to  the  progress  of  a  large  army.    In  this 
way  Russia,  wearing  the  mask  of  friendship  for 
England,  is  pushing  forward  with  a  policy  that 
strikes  at  our  most  vital  interests,  sacrificing 
her  commerce  in  pursuance  thereof  in  a  manner 
that  allows  no  doubt  as  to  the  end  of  her  cam- 
paign.     How   long   will    the  Anglo-Russian 
Entente  stand  the  strain  of  this  insidious  and  far- 
reaching  aggression  ? 


A    PERSECUTED  PRESS. 


A    Month's    Record    of    Fines  and 
Confiscations. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Pktersburc,  May  2qth. 

By  way  of  supplementing  a  previous  letter  on  the 
condition  of  the  Russian  Press,  I  may  be  permitted 
to  quote  the  number  of  repressions  for  a  single 
month.  During  April  the  following  pipers  were  fined 
500  roubles — the  Den,  Russkaya  Molva  (twice),  hutch 
(four  times),  Pravda,  and  Vetchemeye  Vremya.  The 
Retell  and  the  Sovremennoe  Slovo  were  each  fined  300 
roubles  for  the  same  article  ;  the  Voskresnya  Vetchcrnia 
Novosti  and  the  Sludentclieskaya  Gazeta  200  roubles  ; 
and  the  Russkoe  Znamya  250  roubles. 

The  following  papeis  were  confiscated  and  prose- 
cuted in  virtue  of  Artides  128,  129,  1,034,  and  1.024 
of  the  Penal  Code  : — The  Den,  Luleli  (six  times), 
Birjevya  Vyedomosli,  Pravda,  Studentchcsknya  Gazeta, 
Russkaya  Molva,  Trudovov  Golos,  Svyet,  and  Zem- 
sckina.  All  these  instances  only  refer  to  St.  Peters- 
burg. In  Moscow  the  Russkoe  Slovo,  Ulro  Rossiy, 
Ranneye  Ulro,  and  Vcteliernaya  Gazeta  were  fined  500 
roubles  ;  the  Russkia  Vyedomosli  and  the  Studcntchc- 
skoye  Dielo  300  roubles  ;  the  Ulro  Rossiy  200  roubles  ; 
and  the  Golos  Moskvy  100  roubles. 

As  for  the  provincial  Press,  the  Kherson  Potchta 
had  to  pay  100  roubles  for  a  "  First  of  April  "  joke  ; 
the  Vyaika  Retch  100  roubles  for  a  reprint  from  a 
metropolitan  paper  ;  the  Minsky  Golos  and  the  Minsk 
Ropeyka  150  roubles  for  criticising  a  play.  The 
Georgian  paper  Dilo  was  fined  500  roubles ;  the 
Rogorod'ik  Retrh  and  the  Ymnaya  Molva,  of  Berdit- 
chev,  300  roubles  :  the  Crimean  Tujhya  Vyedomosli 
350  roubles  ;  the  Nashc  Dielo,  of  Kiev,  350  roubles  ; 
and  the  Tchci  nomorskaya  Gazeta,  of  Novorossisk, 
200  roubles. 

The  following  provincial  newspapers  were  sub- 
jected to  confiscation  :—  The  Slovo,  Yujnya  Vyedo- 
mosli, Yujnaya  Mysl,  Odessa  Novosti,  Odessa  Listok, 
Yujnaya  Zarya,  Sumsky  Vycstnik,  Nowy  Swiai,  and 
Kolutehki.  Further,  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior 
prohibited  the  Lithuanian  paper  published  at 
Chicago,  the  Katolikos,  and  the  Echo  Avstraliy,  which 
is  a  Russian  paper  published  in  Australia,  from, 
entering  the  Russian  Empire. 

Government  Not  Satisfied. 

I  repeat  that  this  is  the  record  of  a  single  month 
which  is  no  way  distinguished  from  all  the  other 
months  in  the  year  as  regards  energetic  repression. 
But  although  the  Government,  as  you  see,  does  not 
now  stand  upon  any  ceremony  with  the  Press,  it  is 
nevertheless  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  Press 
Law  does  not  confer  upon  it  sufficient  powers,  and 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior's  Explanatory  Memo- 
randum to  his  Press  Bill  is  one  long  complaint  of  the 
impotence  of  the  Administration  in  its  struggle  with 
the  Press.  This  document  affords  a  very  charac- 
teristic illustration  of  the  psychology  of  our  bureau- 
cracy. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  undertaken  the 
task  of  showing  that  the  Russian  Press  has  always 
been  revolutionary,  and  that  therefore  the  Govern- 
ment has  always  had  to  indulge  in  special  measures 
in  order  to  keep  the  newspapers  in  the  right  path. 
After  referring  to  the  Censorship  Statute  of  1828,  the 
author  of  the  Explanatory  Memorandum  passes  to 
the  reform  of  Alexander  II.,  and  asserts  that,  while 
the  Temporary  Press  Regulations  of  1865  gave  an 
impetus  to  the  printing  trade,  "  at  the  same  time  they 
made  it  easier  to  take  advantage  of  Press  publica- 
tions for  purposes  inimical  to  the  interests  of  State 
and  order.'' 

During  the  ferment  that  arose  in  some  quarters  in 
the  second  half  of  the  last  century  the  Press,  says  the 
Minister,  took  a  leading  part  as  a  medium  for  express- 
ing the  ideas  and  demands  by  which  that  ferment 
was  supported.  (This  is  an  allusion  to  the  demand 
for  a  Constitution.)  The  Government  was  therefore 
compelled  to  narrow  the  limits  of  the  liberty  of  the 
Press  previously  granted,  and  to  increase  the  powers 
of  the  Administration  to  prevent  and  suppress 
attempts  against  the  existing  order  of  things  by  means 
of  the  printed  word. 

These  measures  were  retained  up  to  1905,  when 
the  Manifesto  of  October  30th  recognised  liberty  of 
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speech  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  civil  liberty.  But, 
according  to  the  Minister,  advantage  was  taken  in 
some  quarters  of  the  temporary  disturbance  in  the 
government  of  the  State  to  introduce  practically  an 
unlimited  liberty  of  the  Press.  "  This  gave  birth  to 
a  multitude  of  newspapers,  journals,  pamphlets,  &c. — 
mostly  cheap  productions  intended  for  circulation 
among  the  masses,  who  were  openly  pursuing  revo- 
lutionary aims.  There  also  appeared  satirical  leaflets 
and  illustrations  comprising  daring  attacks  upon  the 
primary  foundations  of  Russian  State  life,  which  are 
sacred  to  the  Russian  people."  The  Government 
was  therefore  compelled  to  interfere  again,  issuing 
the  Temporary  Press  Regulations  of  May  9th,  1906. 
These,  however,  according  to  the  Minister,  have  not 
improved  matters,  and  their  application  has  revealed 
blanks  and  oversights  which  have  enabled  the  organs 
of  the  Press  to  evade  the  law  with  impunity  and 
without  any  hindrance. 

"With  a  view  to  preserving  order  and  security,"  lie 
continues,  "  the  Government  has  found  it  urgently 
necessary  to  take  resolute  steps  to  sweep  away  the 
notorious  abuses  of  the  printed  word,  and  to  turn  to 
account  for  this  purpose  the  powers  vested  in  the 
local  authorities  in  virtue  of  the  Increased  and  the 
Extraordinary  Okhrana." 

The  Government  has  thus  been  attacking  the  Press 
by  having  recourse  to  all  sorts  of  penalties,  even  to 
the  length  of  applying  the  Extraordinary  Okhrana 
regulations.  The  provincial  Press  is  now  stifled 
altogether,  while  the  metropolitan  papers  do  not  dare 
to  speak  their  mind.  Nevertheless  the  Government 
is  not  yet  satisfied.  It  goes  on  seeing  revolution 
everywhere,  and  is  preparing  a  new  bridle  for  the 
Press. 


M.  Lebedeff,  who  has  occupied  the  office  of  Cen?or 
at  Saratov  under  three  successive  Governors,  has 
now  tendered  his  resignation,  owing  to  his  reluctance 
to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the  present  Governor, 
who  insists  on  the  Press  being  muzzled  more  severely 
than  ever. 


GOVERNMENT  AND  DUMA. 


Minister  of  Education's  Peculiar  Attitude. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  May  29TH. 
In  his  Budget  speech  the  Premier  appeared  to 
show  a  desire  to  differentiate  himself  from  his 
colleagues  in  the  Ministry — for  instance,  when  he 
said  : — "  Even  now  the  Government  comes  here  in 
my  person  with  a  complete  readiness  for  co-opera- 
tion." 

On  the  evening  before,  however,  an  incident  of  a 
very  different  significance  had  taken  place  in  the 
Duma.  The  Public  Education  Committee  was  dis- 
cussing a  Bill  which  aimed  at  improving  the  material 
condition  of  the  junior  teaching  staff  at  the 
universities.  In  order  to  acquaint  itself  with  the 
facts  of  the  situation  the  Committee  resolved  to 
apply  to  the  Ministry  of  Education  for  material 
bearing  on  the  subject.  The  Government  repre- 
sentative declared,  however,  that  such  information 
constituted  an  interdepartmental  secret,  and  could 
not  therefore  be  supplied  to  the  Committee.  The 
latter  pointed  out  that  the  data  required  could  be 
obtained  direct  from  the  universities ;  but  the 
Government  representative  again  declared  that  the 
universities  had  no  right  to  disclose  any  facts  of  this 
nature.  When  at  last  a  member  of  the  Committee 
suggested  that  the  information  required  should  be 
obtained  privately  the  official  again  objected  that 
the  professors  would  be  forbidden  to  impart  pri- 
vately any  information  on  the  subject. 

Evidently  M.  Kasso,  at  all  events,  has  no  particular 
desire  for  co-operation  with  the  Duma. 


THE    STRUGGLE    IN  FINLAND, 


The  trial  of  the  Finnish  "Voima"  Association, 
which  was  dissolved  as  long  ago  as  November  23rd, 
><//>,  was  fixed  to  begin  before  the  Court  of  Appeal 
at  Abo  on  the  3rd  inst. 

The  Senate  has  rejected  th>;  appeal  of  the  con- 
demned Judges  of  the  Viborg  City  Court,  Burgo- 
ma  tei  Kigerstrom  and  Councillors  Lukander  and 
Palmrot,  against  the  sentence  of  imprisonment  and 
dfeq  lalification  from  holding  public  office  passed 
upon  them  by  the  High  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  for 
resisting  the  Equality  Law. 


LITHUANIANS  EMIGRATING. 

The  total  number  of  Lithuanians  who  have 
emigrated  from  Russia  during  the  last  thirteen  years 
amounts  to  a  quarter  of  a  million,  which  is  equal  to 
the  entire  population  of  Montenegro.  Emigration 
from  Lithuania  is  said  10  be  on  the  increase,  wih 
the  result  that  in  many  village-  it  is  now  difficult  to 
find  able  bodied  labourers. 


RUSSIAN  IMPERIALISM. 

VI.*— Mongolia,   Tibet,   and    the  Anglo- 
Russian  Agreement. 


Russia's  Mongolian  adventures,  like  her  Persian 
campaign,  arc  likely  to  lead  ultimately  to  the  embit- 
tcrment  of  Anglo- Russian  relations.  And  now,  before 
her  schemes  in  Mongolia  and  the  I'riankhay  country 
have  been  completed,  her  Imperialists  are  already 
beginning  their  intrigues  in  Tibet. 

It  was  at  the  instigation  of  the  Russian  agent 
Avgan  Dordjieff,  a  member  of  the  Buryat  tribe,  that 
the  Mongolian  Government  concluded  a  treaty  with 
the  Government  of  the  Dalai  Lama  of  Tibet,  and  it  was 
this  same  person  who  provoked  the  Anglo-Russian 
dispute  of  1904,  and  the  despatch  of  a  British  mili- 
tary expedition  to  Lhassa.  In  1901  and  1903 
Dordjieff  headed  the  embassies  from  Tibet  which 
were  graciously  received  by  the  Tsar  at  Peterhof 
and  Tsarskoe  Selo,  and  on  these  occasions  his 
Majesty  made  him  valuable  presents  and  handed 
him  an  autograph  letter  for  the  Dalai  Lama. 
When  these  intrigues  resulted  in  the  Anglo-Tibetan 
conflict,  and  in  Tibet  preparing  for  war  against 
India,  Dordjieff  undertook  to  organise  the  mobilisa- 
tion of  the  Tibetan  forces  and  the  plan  of  campaign 
against  England.  It  is  this  same  adventurer  whom 
we  now  meet  as  the  initiator  and  creator  of  the  treaty 
between  Tibet  and  Mongolia. 

Infringement  of  British  Rights. 

This  treaty  is  a  political  convention  which  un- 
doubtedly infringes  the  terms  set  out  in  the  memo- 
randum on  Tibet  drawn  up  by  the  British  Ambas- 
sador in  St.  Petersburg,  Sir  George  Buchanan. 
Moreover,  by  the  Anglo-Russian  Convention  of 
1907  Russia  renounced  for  all  time  the  right  to  inter- 
fere in  the  affairs  of  Tibet,  leaving  that  country  to 
the  sole  influence  of  England.  The  Tibeto-Mongolian 
Treaty,  however,  clearly  restores,  at  any  rate 
indirectly,  Russia's  influence  in  that  country. 

The  assertions  of  several  official  representatives 
of  the  Russian  Foreign  Office,  who  deny  that  Russia 
is  in  any  way  directly  connected  with  the  treaty,  are 
disproved  by  numerous  facts.  The  very  fact  that 
the  visit  to  St.  Petersburg  of  the  Mongolian  Embassv 
Extraordinary  coincided  with  that  of  Avgan  Dordjieff 
as  Envoy  Extraordinary  .of  the  Dalai  Lama  shows 
clearly  that  the  knot  of  friendship  between  Tibet 
and  Mongolia  is  being  tied  and  fastened  in  the 
Russian  capital  ;  and  English  diplomatists,  with  all 
their  cleverness,  will  find  it  difficult  to  untie.  During 
his  stay  in  St.  Petersburg  Dordjieff  had  frequent 
interviews  with  the  staff  of  the  Russian  Foreign 
Office,  with  whom  he  discussed  Russia's  relations 
with  Mongolia  and  Tibet.  Apart  from  his  negotia- 
tions with  official  circles,  he  endeavoured  to 
arouse  public  interest  in  the  Tibet  question.  On 
April  5th,  1913,  he  read  a  paper  on  the  development 
of  Russia's  commercial  relations  with  Tibet  before 
the  Far  Eastern  branch  of  the  Russian  Chamber 
of  Exports.  Here  he  produced  letters  which  he  had 
brought  with  him  from  the  reigning  Princes  of 
Kukunor  and  Taydam,  and  in  which  they  requested 
the  Chamber  to  assist  in  the  inclusion  of  their 
dominions  in  the  sphere  of  direct  Russian  trade, 
and  authorised  the  Dalai  Lama's  representative  to 
carry  on  negotiations  for  that  purpose. 

Mongolia  and  Tibet  as  a  Single  Sphere. 

Although  no  official  announcement  has  been  made 
of  the  promises  and  instructions  given  to  Dordjieff, 
the  Imperialist  Press  has  given  sufficient  indication  of 
the  essential  points  of  Russian  plans  in  Tibet.  Thus 
on  February  16th  last  the  Novoc  Vrctnya  commented 
on  D">rdjieff's  stay  in  St.  Petersburg,  and  on  the  visit 
he  paid  on  February  14th  to  the  Far  Eastern  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  the  follow- 
ing terms : — 

"  Tibet  has  always  looked  upon  Russia  as 
a  powerful  friend.  The  spiritual  connection 
between  Russia  and  Tibet  has  always  been 
strong.  The  Russo-Mongolian  Treaty  of 
November  4th,  191 2,  formed  a  practical  basis  for 
a  rappro< •  hcmcnl  between  Russia  and  Tibet,  and 
the  latter  country  in  its  turn  concluded  a  treaty 
with  Mongolia  on  January  11th.  Russia  has 
thus  already  become  connected  with  Tibet 
through  Mongolia.  With  the  help  of  Dordjieff 
the  harmony  of  Anglo-Russian  interests  in  Tibet 
may  he  established.  Russia  must  achieve  that. 
Not  only  our  Buryats,  but  the  whole  of  Mongolia 
is  spiritually  connecled  with  Tibet.  United  by 
religion  and  customs,  and  now  by  an  official 
treaty  as  well,  Mongolia  and  Tibet  have  become 
one.  In  future  Russia  may  extend  her  industrial 
interests  to  Tibet.  Our  bank  at  Urga  could 
operate  in  Tibet  as  well :  Tibet  will  willingly 
take  our  credit  notes.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
next  to  the  Monyo  ian  question,  which  ourdiplo- 

•  Previous  article*  of  thia  scries  appeared  on  April  23rd,  April  30th, 
May  7th,  May  j  (til,  and  May  21st. 


macy  has  not  yet  settled,  the  course  of  eveni  ifl 
the  Far  Last  gives  prominence  to  the  que-  ion 
of  Tibet,  which  is  closely  connected  with  the 
former  question." 
Here  we  have  a  complete   programme,  which 
assumes  as  its  foundation  that  Mongolia  an  t  Tibet  are 
one,  so  that,  with  Russia  strengthening  her  influence 
in  Mongolia,  which  she  is  even  endeavouring  to  turn 
into  a  definite  Protectorate,  Tibet  naturally  and  ipso 
facto  comes  under  Russian  influence.    The  Tibeto- 
Mongolian   Treaty  of  November  3,    1912,   lays  a 
practical  foundation  and  creates  a  firm  basis  for 
Russian  penetration  into  Tibet.    The  next  stage  on 
the  same  road  is  to  be  the  opening  of  a  Russian 
bank  at  Lhassa  and  the  circulation  of  Russian  credit 
notes  in  Tibet,  after  which  it  will  be  possible  to  raise 
the  Tibetan  question  in  its  full  extent. 

A  Trans-Mongolian  Railway. 

WTe  know  from  the  example  of  Persia  whither  an 
attempt  to  harmonise  Anglo  Russian  interests  in 
Tibet  may  lead.  The  whole  of  Northern  Persia  is 
practically  in  the  power  of  the  Russian  troops,  which 
are  now  stationed  in  all  the  most  important  parts  of 
the  country,  dictating  their  will  both  to  the  people 
and  to  the  Teheran  Government.  But  this  does  not 
satisfy  the  Russian  Imperialists,  who  for  the  last  two 
years  have  insistently  harped  on  the  idea  of  a  Trans- 
Persian  Railway  which  is  to  place  the  whole  of 
Persia,  down  to  its  southern  frontiers,  in  the  power 
of  the  Russian  troops,  and  they  have  done  this  with- 
out taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  their 
scheme  is  giving  serious  umbrage  to  Great  Britain — 
a  Power  which  is  friendly  to  Russia.  Recently  the 
Imperialist  Press  has  started  discussing  the  equally 
senseless  and  dangerous  scheme  of  a  Trans- Mongo- 
lian Railway,  which  is  to  intersect  the  whole  of 
Mongolia  and  add  enormously  to  Russia's  strength 
on  the  frontiers  of  China,  Tibet,  and  even  India.  The 
most  vulnerable  point  of  India  is  its  Tibetan  frontier, 
which,  although  formed  by  the  lofty  Himalayas,  is 
practicable  for  the  passage  of  large  armies. 

As  far  back  as  1793  a  Chinese  army  of  70,000  men 
under  Chen  Lung  passed  through  the  Himalayas  and 
defeated  the  Ghurkas  at  Nepal.  In  1904  a  British 
army  of  10,000  men  also  passed  through  the  same 
country,  thus  demonstrating  that,  under  a  com- 
mander like  General  Macdonald,  it  is  only  a  step 
from  Tibet  to  India.  Darjeeling  is  twice  as  near  to 
Lhassa  (  218  miles)  as  to  Calcutta  (about  430  miles). 

It  is  evident  that  England,  who  opposes  the  con- 
struction of  a  Trans-Persian  Railway,  will  look  with 
suspicion  upon  the  idea  of  a  Trans-Mongolian  Rail- 
way and  upon  Russia's  encroachments  upon  Tibet. 
But  the  Russian  Imperialists  are  not  deterred  by  any 
such  obstacles  and  risks.  For  in  truth,  quos  vult 
perdere  Jupiter  prins  demental. 

M.  P. 


A    CONFERENCE  INCIDENT. 


Russian  Trade  in  the  Far  East. 

The  bureaucratic  dovecotes  have  been  fluttered  bv 
an  incident  that  occurred  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Far  Eastern  Conference. 

While  the  meeting  was  discussing  certain  measures 
to  be  taken  for  the  protection  of  Russian  trade  and 
industry  against  Chinese  competition,  the  Ministry  of 
Foreign  Affairs  declared  that  the  Conference  had  no 
right  to  discuss  questions  calculated  to  arouse  dis- 
content among  neighbouring  Powers  and  to  lead  to 
diplomatic  correspondence. 

This  declaration  caused  considerable  sensation, 
which  was  allayed,  however,  when  the  Chairman, 
Governor  N.  L.  Gondati,  stated  that  the  meeting 
would  proceed  with  the  discussion  of  questions  relat- 
ing to  the  protection  of  Russian  interests  within  the 
limits  of  the  Russian  dominions,  even  though  such 
measures  might  not  be  to  the  liking  of  foreign 
competitors. 

The  chairman's  ruling  was  supported  by  several 
members,  whereupon  the  representative  of  the 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  took  his  departure  while 
the  discussion  was  proceeding. 

According  to  rumour,  as  a  sequel  to  this  episode 
the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  is  about  to  propose 
that  all  the  questions  discussed  by  the  Conference 
under  the  presidency  of  Governor  Gondati  shall  be 
referred  for  consideration  to  a  new  special  Con- 
ference. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


The  Poslednia  Novoslt,  of  Kiev,  states  that  the  hear- 
ing of  the  indictment  against  Bcilis,  which  has  been 
repeatedly  adjourned,  is  to  take  place  before  the 
Chamber  of  Indictments  on  June  6th.  The  reporter 
on  the  case,  judge  Ryjoff,  has  been  temporarily 
relieved  from  ids  duties  on  the  bench  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  study  the  material  of  the  inquiry. 

A  Reuter  telegram  from  St.  Petersburg  wuich  con- 
tains a  number  of  significant  statements  in  regard  to 
the  Bcilis  case  is  discussed  among  the  Notes  on 
page  91. 
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NOTES. 


The  Duma  and  the  Budget. 

The  main  feature  of  the  Budget  debate  in  the 
Duma,  as  usual,  was  the  speech  of  the  great 
financial  expert  on  the  Cadet  benches,  M. 
Shingareff ;  and,  as  usual,  he  gave  a  full  and 
convincing  exposure  of  the  Finance  Minister's 
methods.  Early  in  his  speech  he  seized  upon 
the  point,  to  which  we  drew  attention  some 
weeks  ago  in  our  analysis  of  M.  Kokovtsoffs 
Budget  statement,  that  while  the  Minister  was 
boasting  of  the  absence  of  a  deficit  lie  was 
making  very  considerable  inroads  upon  the  "  free 
balance."  The  truth  is,  says  M.  Shingareff,  that 
Russia  never  has  had  a  deticitless  Budget.  No 
doubt  the  cause  is  partly  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  the  Duma  exercises  no  effective  control  over 
expenditure.  Whenever  the  Government  desires 
to  spend  money  without  the  sanction  or  even 
against  the  will  of  the  Duma  it  does  so  by  means 
of  Paragraph  17  of  the  Budget  Regulations, 
which  empowers  it  to  grant  credits  for  "  urgent  " 
expenditure  without  applying  to  the  body  which 
is  supposed  to  have  control  of  the  public  purse. 
Theoretically  there  are  safeguards  against  the 
abuse  of  Paragraph  17  .  the  expenditure  is  sup- 
posed to  be  of  both  an  urgent  and  a  novel 
character,  which  cannot  be  delayed  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature,  and  on  which  the 
Legislature  has  not  previously  pronounced  an 
opinion.  But  in  practice  all  these  safeguards 
are  swept  away,  and  on  repeated  occasions 
Paragraph  17  has  been  illegally  employed  for 
the  grant  of  credits  which  are  neither  urgent 
nor  extraordinary,  and  sometimes  even  of  credits 
which  the  Duma  has  already  rejected. 

The  People's  Share. 

Especially  valuable  is  M.  Shingareff's  analysis 
of  the  internal  economic  condition  of  Russia  as 
illuminated  by  the  Budget  figures.  Whereas 
the  United  States  spends  between  seven  and 
eight  shillings  per  head  on  agriculture  and 
farming,  Russia  spends  about  twopence-half- 
penny per  head  for  the  same  purpose  ;  and  there 
is  a  similar  disparity  between  the  proportionate 
expenditure  on  primary  education,  public  health, 
and  poor  relief  in  Russia  and  in  other  countries. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  balance-sheet  it  is 
shown  that  Russia's  naval  expenditure  nearly 
equals  the  combined  expenditure  of  the  Triple 
Alliance.  And  the  awful  irony  of  the  situation 
lies  in  the  fact  that,  while  Russia's  national 
vitality  depends  in  a  peculiar  degree  on  her 
agricultural  produce  and  the  physical  and  moral 
improvement  of  her  people,  she  has  practically 
no  use  at  all  for  a  Navy  of  any  considerable  size. 
To  the  question  of  agriculture  and  land  organisa- 
tion M.  Shingareff  devoted  particular  attention, 
and  his  forecast  of  "  the  wholesale  production  of 
a  homeless  proletariat  "  will  be  received  with 
grave  concern  by  all  who  have  the  welfare  of  the 
Russian  people  at  heart.  The  Government, 
however,  with  a  strange  perversity,  appears  to 
regard  agricultural  interests  in  the  light  of  a 
needy  applicant  for  undeserved  favours,  to  be 
flung  a  trifling  dole  when  occasion  serves.  The 
same  painful  lack  of  constructive  statesman- 
ship is  apparent  throughout  the  details  of 
M.  Kokovtsoffs  Budget,  which  takes  all  from 
the  people  and  gives  back  almost  nothing.  The 
Premier  budgets  for  the  bureaucrats,  for  the  huge 
army  of  Government  officials,  who  are  the  only  \ 
people  who  wax  fat  in  Russia. 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


"  Timeo  Danaos    .    .  ." 

We  learn  from  a  Reuter  telegram  despatched 
from  St.  Petersburg  on  Sunday  that  there  is 
admitted  to  be  a  possibility  of  the  trial  of  Beilis 
on  the  "  ritual  murder "  charge  being  held 
in  camera.  It  is  further  stated  that,  according 
to  a  semi-official  message,  the  case  is  to  be  heard 
in  the  course  of  the  present  month  or  early  in 
July,  and  a  Russian  paper  is  quoted  as  declaring 
that  the  Public  Prosecutor  will  uphold  the 
theory  of  "  ritual  murder.''  At  the  end  of  the 
telegram  comes  the  statement  that  "  the  Nome 
Vremya,  in  an  evidently  inspired  article,  concedes 
the  possibility  of  Beilis  being  acquitted."  Thus 
combined,  these  statements  have  a  very  sinister 
ring.  Knowing  the  character  of  the  Novoe 
Vremya  as  we  do,  we  cannot  but  regard  it  as 
highly  symptomatic  that  'that  paper,  in  "  an 
evidently  inspired  article,"  should  publicly  hold 
out  hopes  of  Beilis's  acquittal  at  a  moment  when 
the  possibility  of  the  trial  being  held  in  camera 
is  being  canvassed.  If  an  endeavour  is  being 
made  in  this  way  to  lull  the  opposition  of 
Beilis's  defenders  and  to  induce  them  to  agree  to 
a  secret  trial  by  holding  out  the  prospect  of  the 
prisoner's  acquittal,  we  would  warn  them  against 
being  deluded.  There  can  be  no  possible  justifi- 
cation for  a  secret  trial,  and  every  effort  nmst  be 
made  to  have  it  conducted  in  the  light  of  day. 

Sir  E.  Grey's  Helplessness. 

Sir  Edward  Grey's  attitude  towards  the 
"  Aries  "  case  is  disappointing  and  disheartening, 
and,  we  venture  to  say,  unworthy  both  of  him- 
self and  of  the  national  traditions  he  is  supposed 
to  guard.  Moreover,  it  has  no  justification  from 
the  strictly  legal  point  of  view.  His  statement 
that  under  the  Capitulations  the  Egyptian 
Government  is  bound  to  hand  over  any  foreign 
subject,  if  requested,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Consul  of  his  own  nationality  "  is  not  warranted 
by  the  facts  of  Egyptian  law.  We  have  made  a 
careful  study  of  the  Capitulations,  and  we  find 
that  they  only  permit  the  foreign  Consuls  to 
exercise  jurisdiction  in  matters  in  which  their 
own  nationals  are  concerned,  and  that  only  in 
respect  of  offences  against  the  Egyptian  law  or 
offences  against  the  law  of  their  own  country 
committed  in  Egypt.  And  since  the  Capitula- 
tions are  a  concession  granted  by  the  Turkish 
Government  of  its  sovereign  initiative,  it  is  net 
lawful  to  read  into  them  anything  more  than  they 
literally  state  :  the  theory  that  they  contain  '"tacit 
concessions'"  of  any  kind  is  untenable.  If  any 
liberality  of  interpretation  could  be  entertained, 
moreover,  it  would  be  in  the  direction  of  restric- 
tion rather  than  of  enlargement,  because,  com- 
paring the  Egyptian  Capitulations  with  those  in 
force  in  countries  that  are  similarly  ruled,  we 
find  that  in  Tunis  it  is  expressly  stated  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Consuls  does  not  extend  to 
political  cases.  Thus  it  is  clear  that  where 
extradition  is  demanded,  as  in  the  case  of 
M.  "Aries,"'  it  rests  with  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment to  decide  whether  the  matter  is  one  to 
which  the  concessions  granted  in  the  Capitula- 
tions properly  apply ;  and,  by  the  terms  of 
Lord  Granville's  Note,  the  responsibility  of  the 
Egyptian  Government  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  British  Government.  Therefore  when  Sir 
Edward  Grey  declares  that  he  is  helpless  in  the 
matter,  and  cannot  interfere,  he  is  deliberately 
abrogating  his  own  powers  and  evading  his  own 
responsibilities,  and  is  at  the  same  time  con- 
niving at  an  outrage  against  the  Egyptian  law 
and  British  tradition. 

A  Product  of  the  "Entente." 

We  cannot  leave  this  case  without  examining 
it  in  the  light  of  the  Anglo-Russian  Entente; 
and  when  that  is  done  it  is  seen  to  be  of  a  piece 
with  other  undesirable  products  of  the  extra- 
ordinary relations  that  exist  between  this  country 
and  Russia.  Whatever  good  effects  the  under- 
standing may  have  had  in  the  sphere  of  inter- 
national politics,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  from 
the  point  of  view  of  State  morality  its  results 
have  been  deplorable.  Under  its  influence  our 
Government  has  shut  its  eyes,  if  it  has  not  lent 
material  assistance,  to  Russia's  campaign  in 
Northern  Persia,  with  all  the  terrible  atrocities  it 
involved;  and  Sir  Edward  Grey,  ignoring  the 
revolting  facts,  is  well  content  to  declare  that  but 
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for  the  Anglo-Russian  Agreement  matters  would 
have  been  ten  times  worse  in  Persia  than  they 
are.  Succumbing  to  the  same  hypnotic  influ- 
ence, which  appears  to  produce  a  kind  of  moral 
atrophy,  he  now  calmly  acquiesces  in  this  prostitu- 
tion of  justice  in  Egypt,  mouthing  a  travesty  of 
the  law  in  order  that  a  man  whose  only  crime  is 
the  defence  of  trade-unionism  may  be  consigned 
to  the  horrors  of  a  Russian  prison.  Before  the 
days  of  the  Entente  such  an  attitude  on  the  part 
of  a  British  Foreign  Secretary  would  have  been 
incredible  ;  and  if  the  continued  result  of  our 
understanding  with  Russia  is  to  be  that  similar 
outrages  may  be  successfully  perpetrated,  then 
the  sooner  it  is  ended  or  amended  the  better  will 
it  be  for  the  good  name  of  our  country  and  the 
cause  of  humanity. 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 


The    Mutilated    Municipalities  Bill. 


[From  our  Polish  Correspondent.] 
The  blow  struck  at  Poland  by  the  Council  of  State 
in  dealing  with  the  Municipalities  Bill,  which  in  its 
present  form  not  only  expels  the  Polish  language 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  Town  Councils,  but 
abolishes  the  very  name  "  Kingdom  of  Poland,"  has 
raised  a  storm  of  indignation  throughout  the  country. 
Organs  known  for  their  loyalty  and  conciliatory 
attitude  now  publish  bitter  articles  in  which  the 
public  is  warned  against  cherishing  illusions.  The 
Polish  deputies  in  the  Duma  declare  that,  while  the 
Bill  was  bad  enough  even  in  its  original  form,  as 
mutilated  by  the  Council  of  State  it  is  absolutely 
unacceptable.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  nation  would  most  willingly  reject 
this  humiliating  gift,  the  fruit  of  Russian  trickery  ; 
but  in  face  of  the  deplorable  state  in  which  the 
country  finds  itself  the  privilege  even  of  the  most 
limited  form  of  local  self-government  seems  prefer- 
able to  the  despotic  rule  of  St.  Petersburg. 

A  striking  illustration  of  the  economic  misery 
prevalent  in  Poland  is  provided  by  the  great  indus- 
trial town  of  Lodz,  where  thousands  of  workmen  are 
actually  starving  through  unemployment.  In  this 
grave  crisis  the  municipality  is  unable  to  afford  them 
any  relief  because  of  the  senseless  law  which  requires 
all  expenditure  in  excess  of  a  few  hundred  roubles 
to  be  sanctioned  by  the  central  authorities  in  St. 
Petersburg.  The  Lodz  officials,  having  submitted  to 
St.  Petersburg  their  project  of  spending  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  starving 
workmen,  have  been  compelled  to  wait  three  long 
months  for  the  necessary  permission  before  this 
dangerous  scheme  could  pass  through  all  the  stages 
of  the  obsolete  Russian  procedure. 

Orthodox  and.  Catholics  in  Holm. 

Holm  itself,  recently  annexed  to  Russia  proper, 
has  become  an  important  centre  for  experiments  in 
restriction  and  persecution.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered that  the  case  for  annexation  was  mainly 
supported  by  the  production  of  statistics  which  pro- 
fessed to  show  that  this  province  is  essentially 
Russian  because  the  majority  of  its  inhabitants  are 
Orthodox.  Now,  after  it  has  seized  the  territory, 
the  Government  produces  a  series  of  schemes  for 
strengthening  the  Russian  element,  which,  being  in 
a  minority,  is  seriously  menaced  by  the  Poles.  M. 
Scheslovitoff,  the  Minister  of  Justice,  urges  the  neces- 
sity of  reducing  the  number  of  Catholics  in  the  assize 
courts,  since  they  constitute  45  per  cent,  of  the  popu- 
lation, while  the  Orthodox  element  represents  only 
37  per  cent.  In  the  light  of  these  new  figures, 
admitted  by  the  Minister  himself,  it  is  seen  that  only 
a  third  of  the  local  population  is  Orthodox,  and  the 
alleged  justification  for  the  act  of  dismemberment 
therefore  falls  to  the  ground. 

Demoralisation  in  the  Schools. 

The  state  of  the  elementary  schools  in  Poland 
almost  defies  description.  A  century  ago,  when  the 
country  enjoyed  autonomy,  there  were  proportion- 
ately more  schools  than  there  are  to-day,  in  spite  of 
the  general  advancement  of  elementary  education 
abroad.  Nowadays,  moreover,  there  are  many 
Polish  citizens  who  will  not  send  their  children  to 
the  schools  that  are  provided,  because  of  their  hate- 
ful "  russianising  "  methods.  In  fact,  there  is  a 
general  apprehension  that  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  schools  may  make  for  increased  demoralisation, 
owing  to  the  corrupt  character  of  the  teaching  stair. 
At  the  present  moment  the  Minister  of  Education, 
M.  Kasso,  is  framing  a  new  measure  by  virtue  of 
which  only  members  of  the  Orthodox  Church  are  to 
be  allowed  to  teach  in  schools,  even  in  private  insti- 
tutions. Since  the  Orthodox  Church  proves  to  be 
the  best  weapon  of  "  russification,"  it  enjoys  a  privi- 
leged position,  and,  making  full  use  of  its  prerogative, 
fanatically  persecutes  all  other  creeds. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


THE    BUDGET  DEBATE. 

M.  Shingareff's   Searching   Criticism  of 
Government  Finance. 


The  Budget  debate  in  the  Duma  began  on  May 
j  ^rd  and  ended  on  the  27th,  lasting  five  days  and 
including  a  Sunday  sitting. 

M.  Kokovtsoff  s  speech,  which  occupied  two  hours, 
admitted  the  existence  of  financial  handicaps.  They 
consisted  in  the  necessity  of  incurring  expenditure 
which  the  Duma  had  not  voted,  but  which  was 
urgently  required  for  famine  relief  and  national 
defence  purposes  ;  in  the  deterioration  of  Russia's 
trade  balance,  inasmuch  as  the  exports  showed  an 
inferiority  to  the  imports  ;  and  in  the  increasing  dear- 
ness  of  money,  while  stocks  were  experiencing  a 
gradual  and  striking  depreciation — although  less  so  in 
Russia  than  abroad. 

As  usual,  M.  Andrei  Shingareff  (Cadet)  was  the 
first  to  reply  to  M.  Kokovtsoff.  He  began  by  remind- 
the  Minister  of  Finance  that  faith  without  works  was 
of  no  value.  The  third  Duma,  so  much  praised  by 
the  Premier,  had  by  a  vast  majority  passed  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Budget  Rules  ;  but  the  Government  had 
obstinately  thrown  it  out  in  the  Council  of  State,  so 
that  the  so-called  "  inviolable  "  credits,  amounting  to 
a  milliard  roubles,  still  remained  beyond  the  Duma's 
control.  Even  some  of  the  credits  alleged  to  be 
"  free "  were  protected  to  a  large  extent,  as,  for 
instance,  the  Holy  Synod  estimates. 

"  No  Deficit." 

"  You  regard  your  Budget,"  continued  M.  Shin- 
gareff, "  as  not  showing  a  deficit.  How  do  you  make 
that  out  ?  You  draw  upon  the  free  balance  as  much 
as  you  please.  Has  not  the  free  balance  diminished  by 
over  one  hundred  million  roubles  ?  Without  that  free 
balance  you  would  have  had  to  have  recourse  to  a 
loan.  The  absence  of  a  deficit  is  merely  a  pretty 
phrase  for  the  public.  As  a  matter  of  fact  we  have 
never  had  such  a  thing  as  a  deficitless  Budget,  as 
the  Minister  of  Finance  knowi  full  well,  and  it  is 
not  without  reason  that  he  laboured  so  strenuously 
to  prove  to  you  how  bad  it  is  to  diminish  the  free 
balance.  He  repeated  a  good  many  times  that  it 
was  wrong  to  incur  expenditure  beyond  the  Esti- 
mates, but  that  he  had  been  forced  to  do  so.  By  the 
expedient  of  Article  17  credits  have  been  freely  and 
easily  granted  to  the  Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod 
on  the  pretext  that  the  Duma  had  intended  to  vote 
them,  but  had  found  no  time  to  do  so  ;  this,  however, 
is  contrary  to  truth.  Another  Minister  uncere- 
moniously applied  for  the  very  credits  which  the 
Duma  had  refused. 

"  You  will  remember  that,  during  the  debate  on 
the  construction  of  the  Fleet,  I  demonstrated  that  in 
his  sketch  of  our  economic  condition  the  Minister  of 
Finance  had  made  a  mistake  in  his  calculation  of 
the  expenditure.  And  now,  when  only  four  months 
have  elapsed,  he  has  already  found  out  how  erroneous 
were  his  methods  of  calculation.  So  easy  is  it  to 
make  prophecies  even  for  a  few  months  !  But 
remember  that  the  Minister  of  Finance  sketched  a 
programme  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  promising  you 
balances  that  would  accumulate  to  something  like 
ttoo  million  roubles.  Seeing,  however,  that  within 
the  very  first  year  the  free  balance  has  diminished 
by  nearly  100  millions,  while  the  expenditure  has 
grown  by  the  enormous  sum  of  150  million  roubles, 
I  wonder  what  balances  you  will  get  after  ten  years. 

Financial  Cookery. 

"  In  spite  of  his  obligatory  official  optimism,  the 
Minister  of  Finance  admits  in  his  explanatory  memo- 
randum that  during  the  last  two  years  the  relation 
between  the  growth  of  expenditure  and  that  of 
revenue  shows  something  like  a  return  to  the  period 
of  1904- 1908,  when  the  expenditure  grew  out  of 
proportion  to  the  revenue. 

"The  present  Minister's  predecessor  used  to  be 
reproached  with  manufacturing  the  prosperity  of  the 
Budget  by  the  simple  expedient  of  under-estimating 
the  calculated  revenue,  and  thus  generally  creating 
a  free  balance  amounting  to  300  million  roubles.  To- 
day this  balance  is  sometimes  even  considerably 
larger,  and  I  have  computed  the  extent  of  the  mistakes 
made  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  and  the  Budget 
Committee  in  estimating  the  growth  of  revenue.  I 
find  that  for  five  years  the  Minister  of  Finance  had 
under-estimated  the  actual  revenue  by  924000,000 
roubles,  while  the  Budget  Committee  made  a  mis- 
take involving  750,000,000  roubles.  If  you  compare 
these  figures  with  the  Estimates  of  foreign  countries 
you  will  see  that  nowhere  abroad  has  the  prospective 
revenue  ever  been  under-estimated  in  such  a  way. 

"I  have  frequently  pointed  out  the  questionable 
headings  of  the  single  items  in  the  Minister's  sketch. 
Thus  he  puts  down  the  whole  medical  outlay  as 
cultural  and  productive  expenditure,  including  the 
medical  service  in  the  prisons.  The  authorities  have 
clapped  -.0  many  persons  into  the  prisons  as  to 
cause   permanent  epidemics   requiring  permanent 


expenditure.  And  this  they  call  cultural  and  pro- 
ductive expenditure  ! 

"  It  is  true  that  we  do  progress,  but  at  what  rate  ? 
While  the  United  States  spends  3-9  roubles  per  head 
on  agriculture  and  farming,  Germany  2  35,  England 
2'is,  France  1*4,  Austria  125,  Roumania  'Ho,  Italy  -42, 
Russia  only  spends  10  kopeks  (  i  rouble)  per  head  for 
this  purpose.  While  7  roubles  per  head  is  spent 
abroad  on  primary  education,  we  spend  70  kopeks. 
Abroad  the  expenditure  on  public  health  and  poor 
relief  sometimes  exceeds  9  roubles  per  head  ;  with  us 
it  only  amounts  to  60  kopeks. 

"On  the  other  hand,  Russia's  Naval  expenditure 
nearly  equals  the  combined  expenditure  of  the  Triple 
Alliance.  Even  Germany  spends  less  than  we  do, 
while  Japan  spends  on  her  fleet  but  one-third  of  our 
own  expenditure.  In  Russia  the  indirect  taxes  form 
nearly  four-fifths  of  the  whole  fiscal  Budget,  while  in 
the  other  countries  of  Europe  indirect  taxation  only 
provides  about  half  the  revenue  obtained  by  the 
Government  from  taxes. 

Economic  Desolation. 

"As  for  economic  progress,  you  will  remember 
that,  when  the  Minister  of  Finance  introduced  the 
draft  of  an  income-tax  scheme,  it  was  shown  that 
such  a  tax  would  produce  not  more  than  1*5  per  cent, 
of  the  total  revenue  from  taxation,  whereas  in 
Germany  it  produces  S  per  cent.,  and  in  England 
17  per  cent.  In  Germany  income-tax  is  paid  by  39 
per  cent,  of  the  population,  whereas  in  Russia  scarcely 
3  per  cent,  would  pay  it.  This  alone  may  show  you 
the  amount  of  the  country's  resources  and  of  its 
accumulated  capital.  Indeed,  a  country  which 
nearly  every  year  experiences  an  enormous  shortage 
of  the  people's  food  cannot  be  considered  very 
wealthy. 

"  What  is  the  condition  of  farming,  which  is  the 
most  important  branch  of  our  economic  life  ?  Xo 
increased  yield  of  crops  per  dessiatin  has  been 
noticeable  for  the  last  ten  years.  Although  the 
acreage  opened  up  has  increased  enormously,  the 
yield  has  shown  no  augmentation  or  intensification. 
And  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  the  ploughing 
area  and  of  grain  culture,  we  are  faced  with  the 
threatening  and  hard  fact  of  reduced  hay  crops  and 
pastures." 

After  pointing  out  that  in  Russia  there  were  only 
twenty-nine  head  of  cattle  for  every  hundred 
inhabitants,  as  against  ninety-four  in  the  United 
States,  seventy-six  in  the  Argentine,  seventy-one  in 
Denmark,  and  so  on.  M.  Shingareff  proceeded  to 
refer  to  the  defects  o*.  the  new  Land  Organisation 
Commission.  Cultural  measures,  he  said,  were  being 
carried  out  in  Russia  by  means  of  the  knout,  deporta- 
tions, and  arrests,  while  such  a  system  of  land 
organisation  would  result  in  the  wholesale  produc- 
tion of  a  homeless  proletariat. 

Trade  in  Persia. 

Russia,  said  M.  Shingareff,  was  the  only  country 
whose  Budget  exceeded  her  commercial  turnover, 
and  thus  the  Russian  Budget  was  disproportionate 
to  the  economic  condition  of  the  country.  While 
Germany  had  quadrupled  her  exports  to  Persia  and 
Belgium  had  increased  hers  eightfold,  Russian 
exports  for  the  last  ten  years  had  been  insignificant, 
and  Russia  was  engaged  into  the  bargain  in  building 
a  railway  for  the  benefit  of  her  kind  neighbour, 
Germany,  to  enable  the  latter  to  export  her  goods 
into  Northern  Persia. 

Much  poorer  and  less  populated  countries  were  far 
ahead  of  Russia,  where  great  solicitude  was  shown 
for  external  peace,  but  no  regard  was  displayed  for 
internal  peace.  Economics  were  inseparable  from 
policy,  and  M.  Kokovtsoff  was  wrong  in  observing 
obstinate  silence  on  that  point.  It  was  idle  to 
expect  from  the  Premier  a  reply  to  the  question 
whether  the  Government  was  going  to  give  the 
country  a  good  policy.  In  spite  of  the  annual 
declaration  of  his  desire  to  co-operate  with  the  Duma, 
he  was  in  practice  displaying  a  systematic  unwilling- 
ness to  do  so,  and  the  Council  of  State  systematically 
threw  out  any  Bill  that  was  not  to  the  liking  of  the 
Government.  The  latter,  on  the  other  hand, 
managed,  whenever  it  liked,  to  get  the  most  outrageous 
Bills  of  its  own  passed  by  the  Council  of  State  at  full 
speed.  In  that  body  the  Government  scarcely  ever 
supported  the  Bills  passed  by  the  Duma. 

Government  and  Duma. 

Eastern  Siberia  was  being  populated  by  exiles  in 
virtue  of  Articles  102  and  129  of  the  Penal  Code  for 
"  aspiring  to  overthrow  the  existing  order  of  govern- 
ment/' Those  Articles,  however,  were  not  operative 
against  those  who  clamoured  for  the  destruction  of 
the  State  Duma.  These  sycophantic  conspirators 
were  well  aware  that  rewards  and  distinctions  lay 
that  way. 

"  Everything  is  so  confused  and  the  Administra- 
tion is  so  deeply  imbued  with  disrespect  for  the  law, 
ignoring  the  October  Manifesto  and  the  Legislative 
Chambers,  that  it  is  hard  to  say  who  are  the  legis- 
lators. You  have  been  convened  here  for  the 
declared  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  Govern- 
ment ;  but  the  Government  has  organised  a  sort  of 
Italian  strike.    For  months  there  has  not  been  a 


single  reform,  a  single  Bill  of  an\  importance.  You 
are  left  out  of  account,  and  the  newspapers  are 
punished  for  publishing  your  speeches.  Nay,  the 
deputies  themselves  are  being  prosecuted  for  their 
speeches  in  the  Duma.  The  Council  of  Ministers 
refuses  to  recognise  the  immunity  of  member-,  and 
the  Duma  is  to  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  interpella- 
tion.   This  is  a  pretty  method  of  co-operation  ! 

"  Our  Government  is  strangely  opposing  itself  to 
the  all-powerful  spirit  of  the  time.  It  has  no  organic 
union  with  the  country,  and  with  its  own  hands  is 
digging  an  abyss  between  the  population  and  the 
Administration.  Day  after  day  it  is  destroying  the 
hope  of  a  peaceful  and  law-abiding  settlement. 

M.  Shingareff  further  referred  to  the  injury  and 
ruin  inflicted  upon  the  manufacturers  of  Russian 
race  and  Orthodox  faith  by  the  expulsion  of  their 
Jewish  agents  and  customers. 

Professor  Posnikoff  drew  attention  to  the  Govern- 
ment s  dependence  on  the  organisations  of  the 
nobility,  which  exerted  their  influence  in  a  direction 
diametrically  opposed  to  the  intentions  of  the  Duma. 
Thus,  whereas  there  was  no  Parliamentarism  in 
Russia  in  the  sense  of  Ministerial  responsibility  to 
Parliament,  a  peculiar  kind  of  perverted  Parlia- 
mentarism was  developing,  consisting  in  the  undeni- 
able dependence  of  the  Government  on  those  power- 
ful and  privileged  organisations.  If  such  organisa- 
tions were  permitted  to  exist,  a  similar  privilege 
should  be  given  to  all  classes  of  the  population. 


HOLY    SYNOD  ESTIMATES. 


Uproar  in  the  Duma. 

After  five  days  of  general  discussion  on  the  Budget, 
the  Duma  proceeded  to  deal  with  its  separate  items. 
It  began  with  the  Holy  Synod  Estimates,  which  were 
set  down  at  44,000,000  roubles,  or  4,000,000  roubles 
in  excess  of  tne  figure  for  1912. 

Tne  Reporter,  M.  Shayin  (Octobristi  spoke  of  the 
new  serfdom  which  consisted  in  forcing  obsolete 
Church  Schools  on  the  village  communities.  The 
laity,  he  said,  could  not  tolerate  their  spiritual  needs 
being  controlled  by  the  police,  or  tneir  spiritual 
errors,  if  they  were  errors,  being  punished  by  adminis- 
trative measures  or  criminal  prosecutions.  Referring 
to  the  trial  of  the  Temperance  Brothers,  M.  Snayin 
said  : — 

"The  part  played  by  the  Church  authorities  in  this 
trial  was  most  peculiar.  A  person  in  holy  orders 
came  forward  as  a  witness,  and  on  the  strength  of  his 
evidence  four  innocent  girls  were  condemned  and 
imprisoned.  Through  the  death  of  one  of  them  the 
miscarriage  of  justice  was  discovered,  and  we  were 
entitled  to  expect  that  the  Churcn  authorities  would 
pay  some  attention  to  the  guilty  part}-.  But  Father 
Samoyloff  continues  to  enjoy  his  priestly  office  at 
the  village  of  Pokrovskoye,  in  the  government  of 
Yenisseysk.  Another  person  in  holy  ordeis  in  the 
service  of  the  Church  Department  exercises  police 
functions,  and  carries  out  searches  among  the 
temperance  sects." 

A  speech  subsequently  delivered  by  M.  Tchkheidze 
provoked  the  anger  of  the  Right,  who  declared  his 
quotations  from  the  Gospels  to  amount  to  blasphemy. 
The  issue  of  the  disorder  was  that  M.  Tchkheidze 
was  suspended  for  five  sittings  for  the  offence  of 
referring  to  certain  deputies  as  "  sycophants  of  the 
Church."  By  way  of  protest  the  whole  Opposition 
left  the  Taunda  Palace. 

The  Right  and  the  Nationalists  profited  by  the 
opportunity  to  vote  the  entire  Synod  Estimates  with- 
out debate,  for  which  purpose  those  of  their  party 
who  had  announced  tneir  intention  of  speaking 
surrendered  their  right  to  ascend  the  tribune. 


RUSSIAN   POLITICAL  PRISONERS. 


Precedent  for  British  Representations 
Against  Ill-treatment. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  May  27th  Mr.  King 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  was  aware  that  a  precedent  existed  for 
the  representation  by  this  country  to  a  foreign 
Power  as  to  alleged  ill-treatment  of  political  prisoners, 
and  that  Mr.  Gladstone's  pamphlets  on  political 
prisoners  in  Naples  were  sent  by  our  Foreign  Office 
to  our  representatives  at  all  the  Courts  of  Europe 
with  the  view  that  they  should  be  noted  by  the 
various  Governments;  and  whether,  having  tegard 
to  the  action  which  our  country  had  taken  in  the 
past  in  using  all  legitimate  pressure  to  further  poli- 
tical liberty  and  justice,  he  would  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  approaching  other  Powers  on  behalf  of 
political  captives  who  are  alleged  to  suffer  without 
trial  in  the  prisons  of  Portugal  and  Russia. 

Sir  E.  Grey  replied  : — The  answer  to  the  hon. 
member's  question  is  in  the  negative. 
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THE    REGIME    OF  LAWLESS- 
NESS. 


From  the  avalanche  of  criticisms  and  accusa- 
tions launched  at  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior 
during  the  Duma  debate  on  the  Estimates, 
reported  in  our  columns  last  week,  one  fact 
stands  out  with  especial  prominence :  that, 
whereas  the  Russian  people  are  preserving  a 
demeanour  of  tranquillity,  and  are  intent  on 
exhausting  every  Constitutional  method  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  their  freedom  and  their 
rights,  in  preference  to  the  revolutionary 
activity  that  preceded  the  issue  of  the  October 
Manifesto,  they  are  still  governed  as  if  the 
country  were  in  a  state  of  siege,  and  under  a 
system  that  was  devised  over  thirty  years  ago  to 
cope  with  extraordinary  conditions  of  disorder. 
The  refjnne  of  martial  law  is  as  potent  to-day  as 
it  was  in  1881,  and  is  very  much  more  general 
in  its  application.  It  must  be  recalled  that  at 
the  time  when  the  Exceptional  Regulations  were 
first  promulgated  Russia  was  openly  seething 
with  discontent,  and  that  the  flood-tide  of  the 
Revolution,  which  reached  its  full  height  twenty- 
three  years  later,  was  clearly  setting  in.  The 
weapon  which  the  ruling  powers  then  forged  for 
their  protection,  however,  was  professedly 
intended  only  foi  temporary  use  .  it  was  to  do 
its  deadly  work,  and  then,  when  order  had  been 
restored,  the  administration  of  the  country  was 
to  resume  its  normal  form.  But  the  reinforced 
Okhrana  contained  essential  vices  of  a  kind 
which  its  author,  Count  Ignatieff,  probably  did 
not  at  the  time  perceive.  Once  brought  into 
being,  its  main  care  was  to  perpetuate  its  own 
profitable  existence,  and  with  this  object  it  set 
itself  not  to  pacify,  but  to  exacerbate.  Its 
agents  thrived  on  disorder,  and  where  thex-e  was 
no  disorder  it  was  promptly  manufactured.  It  is 
quite  probable  that  but  for  the  criminal  activities 
of  the  officials  employed  under  this  system  the 
Revolution  would  at  any  rate  have  been  post- 
poned. However  that  may  be,  the  fact  remains 
that  the  Exceptional  Regulations  continued  in 
force  during  all  the  years  that  preceded  the 
popular  victory  of  1904-5,  that,  when  the 
opportunity  arrived  for  wresting  from  the  country 
its  new-won  liberties,  they  were  made  the  chief 
engine  of  attack  employed  by  the  organisers  of 
the  Counter-Revolution,  and  that  they  are  still  in 
use,  and-[wielded  with  increased  ferocity.  In  1881, 
when  all  was  turmoil,  but  a  few  districts  were 
"  proclaimed  ;  "  to-day,  when  all  that  the  country 
asks  is  peace  and  freedom  and  opportunity  for 
social  and  industrial  development,  there  is  hardly 
a  corner]  of  the  vast  Empire  where  their  malig- 
nant and  stifling  power  is  not  felt.  Their  renewal 
from  vear  to  year  is  an  outrage  on  the  Consti- 
tution, and  an  insuperable  obstacle  in  the  path  of 
all  progress. 

The  Octobrist  resolution  which  condemned  the 
policy  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  and  which 
was  passedlby  a  large  majority  in  the  Duma,  did 
well,  therefore,  to  place  the  vice  of  the  Excep- 
tional Regulations  in  the  forefront  of  its  indict- 
ment. The  law  of  the  land,  under  present  condi- 
tions, has  been  set  aside  for  an  indefinite  time, 
and  its  place  has  been  taken  by  the  caprice  and 
uncontrolled  passions  of  the  provincial  Governors 
and  other  administrative  officials.  These  men 
have  been  trained  in  an  atmosphere  of  irresponsi- 


bility and  lawlessness,  and  they  obey  no  other 
dictates  but  those  of  their  own  desires.  Their 
own  career  is  all  thaD  matters,  and,  since 
that  is  best  advanced  by  convincing  their 
superiors  of  their  repressive  zeal,  all  their 
official  activities  are  concentrated  on  a  savage 
campaign  against  independence  of  thought 
and  popular  liberties.  The  favourite  object 
of  their  attentions  is,  of  course,  the  Jews, 
of  whose  heartrending  sufferings  Professor 
Miliukoff  furnished  the  Duma  with  a  tragic 
picture.  As  if  the  law  itself  were  not  sufficiently 
oppressive,  every  possible  illegality  is  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  hounding  them  down  ;  and 
the  thousands  of  cruel  a  id  unjustifiable  decrees 
of  expulsion  issued  duri-ig  the  last  few  years 
constitute  one  of  the  most  piteous  chapters  in 
the  ghastly  history  of  Jewish  persecution  in 
Russia.  This  spirit  of  lawlessness  is  characteristic 
of  every  branch  of  the  .Administration,  from  the 
highest  officer  of  State  c  own  to  the  village  con- 
stable ;  as  M.  Roditchef  expressed  it  last  week, 
nowadays  it  is  sufficien :  to  break  the  law  to 
qualify  for  the  post  of  Minister  of  the  Interior. 
What  words  are  strong  eaough  to  characterise  a 
Government  founded  anc  maintained  on  such  a 
basis  ?  Ministers  and  t'  eii  satellites  are  glib  in 
their  references  to  "  ana'hy  "  and  "revolution  " 
in  the  country.  But  it  \  from  the  Government's 
own  ranks  that  th    -  h*-i  \-  •  it  ;? 

the  Government  that,  by  destroying  the  sacred 
guarantees  of  the  October  Manifesto  and  virtually 
abrogating  the  Constitution,  is  engaged  in  the 
real  work  of  revolution.  The  rules  played  by 
the  people  and  the  Administration  in  1881  have 
now  been  reversed,  and  what  is  now  required  is 
the  issue  of  Exceptional  Regulations  to  protect 
the  country  against  the  disorder  of  its  own 
rulers. 


CADET   MEETING   BROKEN  UP. 


The  "New 


Policy  of  the 
the  Interior. 


Minister  of 


The  latest  example  of  the  operation  of  the  "  new  " 
policy  pursued  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  which 
is  nothing  but  a  return  to  the  old  methods  of  Reac- 
tion, is  afforded  by  the  action  of  the  police  in  break- 
ing up  a  meeting  of  the  Cadet  Parliamentary  group 
to  which  several  of  their  supporters  outside  the  Duma 
had  been  invited.  Professor  Miliukoff  was  interrupted 
in  the  middle  of  his  report  on  the  work  of  the  group 
during  the  last  session,  and  the  police  took  down  the 
names  of  all  those  who  were  present,  and  compelled 
those  who  were  not  deputies  to  leave  the  meeting. 

This  procedure  was  all  the  more  severely  com- 
mented upon  in  the  Duma  lobbies,  even  by  the 
Octobrists,  because  such  meetings  had  always  taken 
place  under  the  regime  of  the  late  M.  Stolypin  and  of 
the  present  Minister's  immediate  predecessor,  M. 
Makaroff,  without  hindrance. 

EXPULSION   OF  JEWS. 

The  local  Commissary  of  Police  recently  attempted 
co  expel  3  Jew  named  Kleinerman  from  Byeloyej,  a 
village  in  the  government  of  Grodno,  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  born  there  after  the  issue  of  the  Regula- 
tions of  1882.  The  Governor's  Court,  however, 
cancelled  the  expulsion  order,  as  Kleinerman  was 
able  to  prove  that  his  parents  had  resided  in  the 
village  for  over  sixty  rears. 

But  Kleinerman's  triumph  was  not  ofjlong  duration. 
He  took  it  into  his  head  to  get  married,  and  was 
incautious  enough  to  choose  his  wife  in  the  neigh- 
bouring townlet  of  Shereshevo.  This  |ave  the  Com- 
missarv  of  Police  his  opportunity.  Inlhe  migration 
of  the"  wife  he  perceived  a  clear  infringement  of  the 
May  Laws  of  1882,  and  accordingly  expelled  the 
woman  from  the  village,  compelling  hef  to  return  to 
Shereshevo. 


DISSOLUTION  RUMOURS. 


Reactionary  Plans  for  Getting  Rid  of  the 
Duma. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  June  12th. 

Last  March  the  tercentenary  of  the  election  of  the 
first  Romanoff  to  the  Russian  throne  was  celebrated, 
and  now  the  anniversary  of  his  coronation  has  been 
reached,  and  in  commemoration  of  the  event  the 
Tsar  has  visited  all  the  places  connected  with  the 
history  of  the  election  of  his  ancestor.  Crowds  of 
people  gathered  everywhere  to  see  the  procession, 
indulging  in  ioyal  acclamations  and  presenting  the 
ceremonial  bread  and  salt. 

The  Reactionary  elements  are  trying  to  take  advan- 
tage of  these  manifestations  to  re-establish  the  old 
Slav  idea  of  the  direct  union  of  the  Tsar  with  the 
people  and  of  the  superfluousness  of  a  State  Duma. 
The  latter  institution  they  claim  to  be  incompatible 
with  the  conditions  of  Russian  life.  In  this  connec- 
tion rumours  are  again  circulating  to  the  effect  that 
popular  representation  in  its  present  form  does  not 
enjoy  sympathy  in  high  quarters.  At  the  very 
beginning  of  the  session  dissatisfaction  with  the 
present  Duma  was  expressed  in  certain  circles  after 
the  "  constitutional  "  speech  of  its  President,  and  this 
feeling,  it  is  said,  has  now  become  intensified  owing 
to  the  outspoken  criticisms  delivered  during  the 
Budget  debates. 

Plans  for  dissolving  the  Duma  have  therefore 
been  brought  forward.  While  some  would  like  to 
do  away  with  the  Duma  altogether,  others  would 
profs:'  lc  trar^fcrr  it  into  ?  <"or,<;ii1titivf»  institution 
It  is  said  that  the  only  impediment  to  the  realisation  of 
this  plan  lies  in  the  absence  from  the  ranks  of  the  high 
officials  of  a  commindingand  authoritative  personality 
who  would  be  able  to  carry  it  through.  The  public, 
however,  is  quite  indifferent  to  all  this  talk,  since  the 
Duma,  as  it  exists  at  present,  does  not  interest  any 
one,  and  many  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  best  to 
put  an  end  at  once  to  the  present  indefinite  position  of 
affairs,  in  which  the  Duma  has  to  bear  responsibility 
before  the  people  while  it  remains  powerless  to  do 
anything  for  them. 


WILL    M.   KOKOVTSOFF  RESIGN? 


Nobles'  Demand  for  Ministerial  Changes. 


The  conferences  which  recently  took  place  among 
the  Marshals  of  Nobility  who  had  assembled  at 
Moscow  on  the  occasion  of  the  Romanoff  Tercen- 
tary  celebrations,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the 
fierce  onslaught  of  the  Right  Deputy,  M.  Markoff, 
on  the  Premier,  have  given  rise  to  rumours  of 
impending  Ministerial  changes,  accompanied  by 
threats  of  a  dis>olution  of  the  Duma. 

In  order  to  get  rid  of  M.  Kokovtsoff,  the  Reac- 
tionary nobles  have  suggested  that  he  should  be 
transferred  to  the  Caucasus  as  Viceroy  in  succession 
to  Prince  Vorontsoff-Dashkoff.  Such  an  appoint- 
ment, however,  is  out  of  the  question  for  an  official 
in  the  Civil  Service,  because  the  occupant  of  the 
Viceregal  office  would  have  to  be  promoted  first  to 
the  rank  of  Adjutant-General.  Their  favourite  for 
the  Premiership  is  M.  Krivoshein,  the  present 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  whom  they  would  like  in 
his  turn  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  representative  of 
their  own  class,  M.  Samarin,  the  Marshal  of  the 
Moscow  Nobility.  They  would  not  even  mind 
seeing  M.  Kokovtsoff  replaced  by  M.  Durnovo,  on 
condition  that  he  made  M.  Krivoshein  Minister  of 
the  Interior  ;  but  this  combination  is  impracticable, 
because  M.  Durnovo,  if  appointed  Premier,  would 
insist  on  keeping  the  portfolio  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior  for  himself.  Further,  the  Revolutionary 
nobles  have  not  found  an  enthusiastic  candidate  for 
the  Premiership  in  the  head  of  their  own  order,  since 
M.  Samarin  does  not  seem  to  cherish  such  high 
political  ambitions. 

Dissolution  Inopportune. 

A  deep  impression  has  undoubtedly  been  made  in 
high  quarters  by  the  resolution  of  condemnation 
passed  by  the  Duma  on  the  general  policy  of  the 
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■Government,  as  well  as  by  the  fact  that  the  violent 
attack  made  on  M.  Kokovtsoff  by  the  Right  leader 
did  not  meet  with  contradiction  in  any  part  of  the 
House.  Nevertheless,  dissolution  is  not  considered 
to  be  opportune,  seeing  that  this  step  would  surely 
be  followed  by  the  election  of  a  still  more  recal- 
citrant fifth  Duma.  It  is  also  recognised,  as  our  St. 
Petersburg  correspondent  points  out  in  the  message 
given  above,  that  the  present  Government  does  not 
contain  in  its  ranks  a  single  masterful  personality 
wielding  sufficient  authority  to  enable  him  to  carry 
out  successfully  such  an  alteration  of  the  franchise 
law  as  was  effected  by  the  late  M.  Stolvpin  on  June 
30th,  1907.  The  more  responsible  officers  of  the 
Crown  also  admit  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
dissolve  the  present  Duma  in  a  quiet  manner,  with- 
out summoning  a  fifth  Duma,  unless  the  Govern- 
ment could  make  up  its  mind  to  appease  the  popula- 
tion by  the  preliminary  grant  of  a  large  measure  of 
practical  liberal  reform. 

M.  Markoff's  Onslaught. 

With  regard  to  the  virulent  attack  on  the  part  of 
M.  Markoff,  Ministers  console  themselves  with  the 
reflection  that  it  bore  merely  a  personal  character, 
and  was  inspired  by  the  resentment  of  the  Right 
leaders  at  the  persistent  demand  made  upon  them  to 
account  for  the  use  of  the  secret  funds  which  had 
been  granted  to  them  for  last  year's  election  campaign. 
Serious  blame  is,  however,  attached  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  conduct  of  Prince  Volkonsky,  who  pre- 
sided in  the  Duma  at  the  time,  for  not  having 
censured  M.  Markoff  for  his  offensive  utterance.  M. 
Maklakoff,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  actually  went 
so  far  as  to  insist  on  dissolving  the  Duma,  but  was 
opposed  on  that  point  by  his  colleagues  in  the 
Cabinet.  The  latter,  however,  are  reluctant  to  put 
in  an  appearance  in  the  Duma  until  they  have 
received  satisfaction  in  this  matter. 

In  order  to  appease  Ministerial  resentment,  Prince 
Volkonsky,  whose  explanations  have  been  found 
inadequate  by  the  Council  of  Ministers,  has  resolved 
to  tender  his  resignation.  At  the  same  time  the  Right 
party  in  the  Duma  has  offered  Deputy  Markoff  a  long 
leave  of  absence,  which,  however,  the  author  of  the 
turmoil  does  not  see  his  way  to  accept.  With  a  view 
to  closing  the  incident,  the  Octobrists  have  resolved 
to  make  a  declaration  in  the  Duma,  repudiating 
sympathy  with  the  accusations  levelled  at  the  Govern- 
ment by  M.  Markoff. 

Count  Witte  and  M.  Durnovo. 

In  other  quarters  the  rumours  of  the  impending 
resignation  of  M.  Kokovtsoff  were  based  on  the  fact 
that  Count  Witte  was  recently  received  in  audience 
at  Tsarskoe  Selo,  and  that  afterwards  he  had  an 
interview  with  M.  Durnovo.  It  was  therefore  con- 
cluded that  Count  Witte  had  been  called  upon  to 
succeed  to  the  Premiership,  forming  a  kind  of  duum- 
virate with  M.  Durnovo.  For  the  latter  statesman 
other  political  quidnuncs  preferred  to  substitute 
M.  Maklakoff,  the  present  Minister  of  the  Interior. 
All  these  conjectures,  however,  were  shown  to  be  far- 
fetched, since  the  audience  at  Tsarskoe  Selo,  which 
only  lasted  ten  minutes,  was  merely  the  first  oppor- 
tunity granted  to  Count  Witte  for  expressing  his 
gratitude  to  his  Majesty  for  the  recent  bestowal  of 
the  Order  of  St.  Vladimir,  while  no  political  questions 
of  any  kind  were  touched  upon  during  the  conversa- 
tion. As  for  Count  Witte's  conversation  with  M. 
Durnovo  at  the  subsequent  sitting  of  the  Council  of 
State,  the  exchange  of  views  between  the  two  former 
Ministers  related  to  so  unexciting  a  topic  as  the 
Fisheries  Bill,  which  happened  to  stand  on  the 
agenda.  It  is  stated,  moreover,  that  Count  Witte  is 
ieaving  on  June  19th  for  Biarritz. 

In  the  lobbies  the  friends  of  M.  Kokovtsoff  state 
that  the  Premier  has  emphatically  declared  the 
rumours  both  of  his  resignation  and  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Duma  to  be  baseless. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  true  that  the  bureaucrats 
look  askance  at  what  they  term  the  Premier's 
inactivity,  complaining  that  he  has  to  be  dragged 
along  the  path  marked  out  by  the  late  M.  Stolypin. 
They  therefore  look  upon  his  resignation  as  the 
inevitable  end  of  a  sort  of  chronic  disease,  which 
may  be  delayed  for  quite  a  long  time  or  come 
suddenly.  It  is  regarded  as  certain,  however,  thit 
as  long  as  the  European  situation  continues  unsettled 
M.  Kokovtsoff  need  not  feel  any  apprehension  as  to 
his  retention  of  the  Premiership. 


M.    KOKOVTSOFFS  FINANCE. 
Violent  Attack   from   the  Extreme  Right. 

During  the  Duma  debate  on  the  Estimates  of  the 
Public  Credit  Department,  M.  Markoff,  the  Reaction- 
ary deputy  for  Kursk,  delivered  a  vehement  attack  on 
M.  Kokovtsoff's  financial  policy,  including  his  prede- 
cessors, the  late  M.  Vyshncgradsky  and  Count  Witte, 
in  his  condemnation.  When  his  attack  culminated 
in  the  assertion  that  the  Minister  of  Finance  had 
caused  the  fourth  Duma  to  unite  under  the  watch- 
word "Theft  is  not  permitted  !"  the  representatives 
<jf  the  ( iovernment  left  the  Ministerial  box. 


SERVILE  JUDGES. 


No  Confidence  in  the  Russian  Courts. 

The  Estimates  of  the  Ministry  of  Justice,  which 
amount  to  52,273,961  roubles,  were  introduced  into 
the  Duma  last  week  by  the  Reporter,  M.  Antonoff. 

In  the  debate  that  followed  M.  Basil  M  iklakoff 
(Cadet)  stated  that  the  most  characteristic  feature  of 
the  present  political  position  was  to  be  found  in  the 
fundamental  difference  of  principle  between  the 
point  of  view  of  the  Government  on  the  one  hand 
and  that  of  the  Duma  on  the  other.  The  Government 
was  acting  in  direct  opposition  to  the  principles  of 
the  new  order  of  things,  and  under  such  conditions  it 
could  not  co-operate  with  the  Duma. 

Turning  to  the  present  state  of  the  Russian  judi- 
ciary, he  considered  the  most  striking  result  of  the 
last  six  years  to  be  the  loss  of  confidence  in  the 
tribunals  and  in  their  sentences.  Nobody  accused 
the  Courts  of  want  of  disinterestedness,  but  of  want  of 
independence.  The  public  had  ceased  to  believe 
that  the  verdict  of  the  Courts  was  the  independent 
expression  of  the  Judges'  conscience.  Even  in  civil 
cases  people  were  suspicious  of  the  nature  of  the 
judgment,  because  the  operation  of  outside  influences 
was  not  regarded  as  impossible.  The  melancholy 
state  of  Russian  justice  was  the  result  of  the  general 
condition  of  lawlessness. 

The  Government  and  the  Country. 

Peace  had  set  in  throughout  Russia,  and  the  revo- 
lution had  grown  silent.  A  good  Government  would 
have  accomplished  much  under  such  conditions,  and 
could,  above  all,  have  made  the  new  order  of  things 
durable  ;  but  the  reactionary  Government  had  failed 
to  show  wisdom.  The  Ministry  did  not  consider 
that  by  undermining  the  independence  of  the  Judges 
it  was  undermining  the  very  essence  of  justice,  with- 
out which  no  State  could  exist.  The  Ministry  was 
attacking  the  independence  of  the  Senate,  although 
the  latter  was  composed  of  high  dignitaries  of  very 
pronounced  Conservative  convictions.  With  such  a 
policy  the  moment  might  arrive  when  the  Govern- 
ment, finding  itself  in  difficulties,  would  be  compelled 
to  turn  to  the  country  for  lympathy  and  co-operation, 
but  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  country  would  then 
be  willing  to  follow  the  Government. 

The  Government  whic^. -aspired  to  omnipotence, 
said  M.  Maklakoff,  was  a  caricature  of  a  Govern- 
ment. The  Right  asserted  that  Russia  was  under  an 
unlimited  Autocracy.  But  even  the  Right  must 
admit  that  it  was  a  mere  parody  of  Autocracy,  since 
it  could  only  display  its  absolutism  by  breaking  the 
Fundamental  Laws  given  by  itself,  which  it  had  pro- 
mised to  keep  inviolate.  It  was  only  a  parody  of 
Autocracy,  seeing  that  the  alleged  unlimited  power  was 
accompanied  by  two  legislative  Chambers  endowed 
with  the  right  of  addressing  interpellations  to  the 
Ministers. 

The  Constitution  a  Parody. 

But  those  who  fancied  that  Russia  was  in  actual 
possession  of  a  representative  Constitutional  system 
must  also  perceive  that  there  was  only  a  parody  of 
a  Constitutional  order  of  things,  for  the  electoral  law 
of  June,  16th,  1907,  had  handed  over  the  franchise  to 
the  landed  class  in  appearance,  but  in  reality  to  the 
Administration,  or  rather  to  its  most  unscrupulous 
elements.  It  was  equally  futile  to  talk  of  the  existence 
in  Russia  of  a  united  Cabinet.  Ministers  had  no 
respect  for  one  another,  and  were  continually  engaged 
in  mutual  strife.  These  conditions  had  brought  to 
the  front  statesmen  of  a  new  type,  who  terrified  and 
amazed  the  able  statesmen  of  a  previous  period, 
independently  of  their  party  colour.  The  latter 
regarded  the  new  occupants  of  office  as  naughty  boys 
who  were  playing  a  game  with  Russia. 

The  New  Type  of  Judges. 

That  this  spirit  should  have  pervaded  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  was  the  saddest  thing  of  all.  Where 
famous  trials  were  concerned  it  was  no  longer  the 
Minister  of  Justice  who  awaited  with  restraint  the 
decision  of  ai  independent  tribunal,  but  it  was  the 
unhappy  Judfes  who,  in  fear  and  trembling  for  their 
career,  waited  for  directions  from  the  Minister. 
During  the  la;t  six  years  the  Minister  of  Justice  had 
created  a  new  kind  of  Judges — men  who  were 
cynically  ben:  on  making  a  career,  indifferent  to  the 
dictates  of  conscience,  and  eager  to  take  hints  from 
their  superior;. 

Referring  :o  the  degradation  of  the  Senate,  M. 
Maklakoff  said  that  the  Government  was  fighting  in 
this  case  not  against  revolutionists,  but  against  old 
Conservatives  covered  with  decorations,  for  no  other 
offence  but  1  desire  to  remain  independent.  A 
Government  that  could  not  tolerate  an  institution 
whose  only  fjnetion  it  was  to  maintain  legality  was 
not  combatiig  revolution  and  sedition,  but  was  fight- 
ing against  order  for  the  mere  principle  of  its 
Ministerial  aitocracy.  He  warned  the  Government 
not  to  decei'o  itself  or  others,  and  not  to  interpret 
the  healthy  Monarchist  sentiments  of  the  country  as 
an  encouragement  of  its  ruinous  policy. 


CHARGE    AGAINST  BEILIS. 

Two  Judges  Declare  there  is  "  No  Scrap 
of  Evidence." 

As  we  announced  last  week,  the  Kiev  Chamber  of 
Indictments  has  confirmed  the  official  act  of  indict- 
ment drawn  up  against  Beilis. 

It  is  known,  however,  that  the  decision  of  the 
Chamber  was  by  no  means  unanimous.  Indeed,  the 
Reporter  himself,  Judge  Ryjoff,  was  emphatic  in  his 
declaration  that  the  entire  material  of  the  protracted 
inquiry  had  not  furnished  a  single  scrap  of  evidence 
connecting  Beilis  with  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky, 
and  he  therefore  recommended  the  immediate  dis- 
charge of  the  prisoner. 

The  same  view  was  upheld  by  the  Presiding 
Judge,  M.  Kamentsoff.  Nevertheless,  the  remaining 
members  of  the  Cnamber  of  Indictments  were 
determined  to  confirm  the  charge,  the  terms  ot 
which,  it  was  ordered,  were  to  be  made  known  to  the 
accused  man. 

It  is  considered  probable  that  Judges  Kamentsoff 
and  Ryjoff  will  present  a  minority  report  on  the  case. 

What   the   Indictment  Contains. 

The  official  indictment  charges  Beilis  with  having 
been  concerned  in  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky  jointly 
with  accomplices  who  have  not  been  discovered. 
While  the  description  of  the  crime  contains  a  refer- 
ence to  its  "ritual"  character,  the  charge  is  not 
formally  based  on  a  ritual  theory.  Tne  indictment 
quotes  the  expert  depositions  of  Professors  Obo- 
lonsky,  Sikorsky,  Kossorotoff,  and  Troitsky,  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  priest  Pranaytis. 

The  Court  has  refused  the  petition  of  Mme.  Beilis, 
who  applied  for  the  production  of  the  Hebrew- 
books  upon  which  the  "  experts  "  based  their  asser- 
tions with  regard  to  Jewish  ritual.  The  Court 
justified  its  refusal  on  the  ground  that  the  matter  had 
no  direct  connection  with  the  trial. 

The  interview  with  his  wife  and  children,  who 
were  permitted  to  visit  the  prisoner,  had  a  parti- 
cularly depressing  effect  upon  Beilis,  owing  to  the 
harshness  of  the  Assistant-Governor  of  the  prison, 
who  was  present  at  the  interview,  while  the  Governor 
himself,  together  with  the  Assistant  Public  Prose- 
cutor, remained  in  an  adjoining  room.  When  Beilis 
was  about  to  take  his  youngest  boy  into  his  arms,  the 
Assistant-Governor  prevented  this  display  of  affection, 
shouting  to  the  prisoner  at  the  top  of  his  voice  : 
"  Don't  dare  to  do  it,  you  scoundrel  ! "  Beilis  was 
greatly  overcome  by  this  malignant  outburst. 

Heactionaries'  Outrageous  Demands. 

Deputy  Zamyslovsky,  one  of  the  most  notorious 
propagators  of  the  "  ritual  murder  "  legend,  has  been 
convening  in  St.  Petersburg  several  meetings  of  the 
adherents  of  the  Right,, attended  not  only  by  Duma 
deputies  belonging  to  the  party,  but  also  by  high 
officials  in  the  Ministry  of  Justice,  for  the  special 
purpose  of  discussing  the  present  stage  of  the  Beilis 
case.  At  one  of  them  Advocate  Shmakoff  expressed 
his  dissatisfaction  at  the  want  of  explicitness  in  the 
new  act  of  indictment,  which,  he  said,  did  not  state 
with  sufficient  clearness  that  the  murder  of  Yus- 
chinsky had  been  committed  for  a  "ritual"  purpose. 
He  especially  regretted  the  omission  to  point  to  the 
Jewish  clergy  as  the  chief  authors  of  the  crime.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  Government  should  be 
petitioned  to  order  another  supplementary  inquiry, 
to  be  entrusted  to  the  Examining  Magistrate  or  the 
Viteb  District  Court,  who  was  a  specialist  in  such 
matters.  He  also  demanded  a  revision  of  the  con- 
clusions of  Professor  Troitsky  and  others  who  had 
given  opinions  hostile  to  the  "  ritual "  theory. 

M.  Zamyslovsky  informed  the  meeting  that  the 
Kiev  Monarchists  had  already  approached  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Kiev  High  Court  concerning  their  pro- 
posed petition  for  a  revision  of  the  act  of  indictment, 
but  were  advised  that  they  were  not  likely  to  obtain 
any  adjournment,  seeing  that  orders  had  been  received 
to  wind  up  the  affair  promptly. 

Petitions   to  the  Government. 

The  meeting  resolved  to  petition  the  Ministry  of 
Justice  to  commit  the  Beilis  case  to  a  Crown  Court 
without  a  jury,  and  at  the  same  time  to  petition  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  to  prohibit  the  publication  in 
the  Press  of  extracts  from  the  material  of  the  inquiry, 
or  any  criticism  of  the  expert  opinions  and  ether 
matters  bearing  on  the  case.  Finally,  it  was  resolved 
to  request  the  authorities  not  to  allow  the  publica- 
tion of  any  reports  of  the  trial  unless  they  had  been 
previously  revised  by  the  presiding  judge. 

All  the  documents  connected  with  the  case, 
together  with  the  confirmed  act  of  indictment 
against  Beilis,  have  reached  the  office  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Kiev  District  Court,  who  has  referred 
them  to  the  Ninth  Criminal  Department  of  that  Court 
for  further  action. 

It  is  rumoured  in  Kiev  that  the  trial  will  take  place, 
out  of  its  proper  place  on  the  list.,  before  the  middle 
of  July. 
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NOTES. 


Improbable  Rumours. 

The  dissolution  rumours  which  have  been 
agitating  St.  Petersburg  are  hardly  likely,  we 
imagine,  to  fructify  in  the  step  so  ardently  desired 
by  politicians  of  the  Right.  The  Government  is 
only  too  well  aware  that  if  it  went  to  the  country 
now  the  result  would  be  the  election  of  a  new 
Duma  in  which  the  Opposition  elements  would 
he  considerably  stronger  than  they  are  in  the 
present  assembly.  For  a  coup  d'etat,  consisting 
either  in  the  further  restriction  of  the  franchise 
or  in  the  abolition  of  the  Duma  as  a  legislative 
body,  the  time  is  not  opportune.  The  Russian 
Government  is  bent  on  impressing  Europe  with 
the  virtues  and  stability  of  the  present  regime, 
because  it  is  still  desperately  in  need  of  foreign 
money — as  the  issue  of  yet  another  Russian 
Supplement  of  the  Times  testifies.  Further,  as 
our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  points  out, 
there  is  no  sufficiently  powerful  and  commanding 
personality  at  the  head  of  affairs  to  carry  such  a 
plan  to  a  successful  issue.  As  to  the  rumours  of 
the  Premier's  resignation  and  other  Ministerial 
changes,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  us  to  concern 
ourselves  with  them  seriously,  other  than  as 
interesting  and  suggestive  items  of  news,  when 
there  is  a  little  more  indication  of  their  relia- 
bility than  is  given  at  present.  It  may  be  regarded 
as  certain,  however,  that  any  change  in  the 
Premiership  that  took  place  in  the  circumstances 
now  existing  would  be  for  the  worse  as  far  as 
Russian  Liberalism  is  concerned. 


The  Adamovitch  Case. 

Since  we  last  wrote  on  the  Adamovitch  case 
the  affair  has  culminated  in  the  deportation  of 
the  unfortunate  man  to  Russia,  where  he  is 
likely  to  enjoy  a  lengthy  term  of  imprisonment, 
with  all  the  refinement  of  cruelty  it  connotes,  for 
the  crime  of  being  a  Trade  Unionist.  It  has 
been  a  shameful  business,  and  the  remarkable 
attitude  of  impassivity  adopted  throughout  by 
Sir  Edward  Grey,  wl.ich  rendered  the  outrage 
possible,  is  scarcely  palliated  by  his  promise, 
which  comes  too  late  in  the  day  to  be  of  any 
practical  service  to  the  arrested  man,  to  have 
the  whole  subject  investigated.  The  Foreign 
Secretary  does  not  seem  to  be  quite  so  certain  of 
his  ground  now  as  he  professed  to  be  in  the 
earlier  stages  of  the  controversy.  He  is  o-oino- 
to  see  whether  there  has  been  any  extension  of 
the  "  practice "  of  the  Capitulations,  which  he 
thinks  ought  to  be  "  closely  watched."  But  if  he 
admits  the  possibility  of  abuse,  why  did  he  not 
pay  earlier  regard  to  the  protests  of  those  who 
insisted  that  such  abuse  had  been  committed, 
and  prevent  the  deportation  of  Adamovitch 
I  until  he  was  quite  satisfied  on  the  point  ?  Xot 
only  would  he  have  been  within  his  rights 
in  so  doing,  but  this  was  his  obvious  duty. 
The  Capitulations  are  not  of  such  a  nature  that 
the  Ottoman  Government  has  no  rights  under 
them.  Outside  Egypt  and  other  protected 
countries  Turkey  can  maintain  her  own  rights, 
and  has  done  so  very  effectively  in  the  past.  But 


in  Egypt  the  responsibility  of  preserving  the 
Ottoman  sovereign  power  against  unwarranted 
encroachment  rests  upon  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  it  is  this  responsibility  which  Sir 
Edward  Grey  has  very  palpably  shirked. 


Encroachments  on  the  Capitulations. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Friday  the 
Foreign  Secretary  took  up  the  position  that  the 
Capitulations  have  come  to  be  "  a  matter  of 
practice  as  well  as  of  express  treaty  right," 
although,  as  we  have  pointed  out,  he  subse- 
quently qualified  this  theory  by  deprecating  any 
extension  of  the  practice.  Now  it  is  true  that  on 
previous  occasions  the  strict  letter  of  the  Capitula- 
tions has  been  ignored,  and  a  very  elastic  interpre- 
tation has  been  put  upon  them  by  the  representa- 
tives of  various  Powers.  But  at  the  same  time  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  Ottoman  Government  has  repeatedly 
resisted  such  encroachments  upon  its  sovereign 
rights ;  and  it  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  inter- 
national law  that  sovereignrights  are  on ly  alienated 
bya  treaty  in  so  far  as  such  alienation  is  expressly 
stipulated,  and  that  any  interpretation  beyond 
the  letter  of  the  provisions  cannot  be  supported. 
The  Ottoman  Capitulations  make  not  the  slightest 
reference  to  extradition  or  the  right  of  foreign 
Consuls  to  deport  their  own  nationals  for  offences 
committed  elsewhere  ;  nor  do  they  warrant  inter- 
pretation in  such  a  sense,  being  as  obviously 
opposed  to  the  extradition  theory  in  spirit  as  they 
are  in  letter.  Still  less  do  they  support  Lord 
Cromer's  amazing  view — which  Sir  Edward  Grey 
seems  to  endorse — that  a  foreign  Consul  has  the 
right  to  deport  his  own  nationals  without  even 
alleging  any  offence  against  them.  The  fact  must 
not  be  lost  sight  of  that  the  Capitulations  are  a 
concession  granted  by  the  Porte  to  the  foreign 
Powers  for  the  protection  of  their  own  subjects, 
and  do  not  constitute  an  extension  of  the  sovereign 
rights  of  those  Powers  to  the  Ottoman  dominions. 
Hence  all  inferences  of  the  kind  indicated  are 
unwarrantable,  and  when  they  are  made  in 
regard  to  Egypt  it  is  the  duty  of  Great  Britain, 
on  behalf  of  the  Ottoman  Government,  to  resist 
them. 

Flat  Contradiction. 

The  statements  made  by  Lord  Cromer  are  in 
point  of  fact  refuted  in  the  most  '  complete 
manner  by  the  text  of  the  Russian  Capitulations 
as  quoted  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Sir 
Edward  Grey.  Article  72  of  the  Convention  of 
1783  begins  with  the  words  :  "If  Russian  sub- 
jects commit  among  themselves  a  murder  or 
any  other  offence  .  .  .  "—which  places  the 
theory  that  no  offence  need  be  alleged  entirely 
out  of  court ;  and  it  continues  :  "  the  examina- 
tion of  the  case  shall  be  the  province  of  the 
Russian  Minister  or  Consul,  who  will  judge  the 
case  according  to  their  laws  and  customs  " — 
which  clearly  overthrows  the  claim  for  deporta- 
tion. Thus  the  "  practice  "  of  the  Capitulations 
which  Lord  Cromer  defends  is  seen  to  be  not 
merely  an  extension  of  the  letter  thereof,  but  in 
fl&t  contradiction  to  their  express  provisions. 
And  it  maybe  added  that  all  the  other  Capitula- 
tions are  to  the  same  effect  as  the  Russian. 


Lord  Cromer's  "Precedent." 

In  reply  to  the  demand  for  a  precedent  for  the 
course  adopted  in  the  Adamovitch  case,  Lord 
Cromer  has  endeavoured  to  come  to  the  rescue 
of  the  Foreign  Secretary  by  citing  the  case  of  three 
Russians  who,  in  1907,  were  arrested  on  a  charge 
of  having  conspired  to  blow  up  a  Russian  ship 
lying  in  the  port  of  Alexandria,  and  were 
deported  to  their  native  country.  This  is  the 
only  precedent  that  has  been  cited,  and  it  fails  in 
a  most  signal  manner.  These  men  were  charged 
with  an  offence  committed  on  Ottoman  territory, 
to  which  the  Capitulations  very  properly  apply. 
But  Adamovitch  was  not  so  charged.  Or,  if  he 
was,  how  comes  it  that  lie    was  not  arrested 


while  he  was  residing  in  Constantinople  ?  Sir 
Edward  Grey  would  hardly  like  to  have  it 
suggested  that  the  Russian  authorities  knew  that 
they  could  not  hope  to  obtain  his  extradition  from 
Turkey,  but  that  they  could  count  upon  Great 
Britain  not  to  oppose  such  an  outrage.  Although 
the  charge  against  Adamovitch  has  not  been 
made  public,  it  is  generally  agreed  that  he  has 
committed  no  offence  on  Egyptian  territory  ; 
and  that,  by  the  way,  is  the  answer  to  Dr. 
Baty,  who,  in  the  Times,  objects  to  the  1849 
precedent  because  the  offence  of  Kossuth  and 
his  fellow-refugees  had  been  committed  in  their 
own  country,  and  to  the  Manchester  Guard  inn, 
which  adopts  a  similar  view.  We  welcome 
Sir  Edward  Grey's  pronouncement  as  to  the 
desirability  of  substituting  some  other  system 
for  the  Ottoman  Capitulations,  which  have  never 
worked  satisfactorily ;  but  we  leave  our  examina- 
tion of  the  matter  with  the  heartrending  know- 
ledge that  Adamovitch  is  now  fast  in  the  clutches 
of  the  Russian  police,  and  that  nothing  can 
save  him  from  a  fate  to  whicdi  many  say  that 
death  is  preferable. 

The  Beilis  Burlesque. 

It  was  only  with  some  difficulty  that  the 
official  act  of  indictment  against  Beilis  in  the 
Kiev  "  ritual  murder"  charge  could  be  confirmed. 
Both  the  President  and  the  Reporter  of  the  Kiev 
Chamber  of  Indictments,  to  which  the  charge 
was  submitted  for  ratification,  declared  that  the 
long-drawn-out  inquiry  into  the  case  "  had  not 
furnished  a  single  scrap  of  evidence  connecting 
Beilis  with  the  murder,"  and  recommended  the 
immediate  discharge  of  the  prisoner.  But  a 
majority  of  the  Chamber  decided  to  allow  the 
indictment,  which  hints,  though  it  does  not 
expressly  state,  that  the  crime  of  which  Beilis  is 
accused  is  of  a  "  ritual  "  nature.  The  indefinite 
character  of  this  charge  is  deeply  resented  by  the 
politicians  of  the  Right,  who  demand  that  the 
"  ritual  "  theory  should  be  accentuated.  They 
are  also  bombarding  the  Government  with  peti- 
tions that  Beilis  should  not  be  tried  before  a 
jury,  and  that  newspapers  desiring  to  report  the 
case  should  be  effectively  muzzled.  The  shame- 
less effrontery  of  these  men,  who  do  not  shrink 
from  letting  it  be  known  that  they  fear  acquittal 
as  the  result  of  a  legal  trial  and  the  publication 
of  its  proceedings,  passes  all  comprehension. 
But  the  whole  course  of  the  affair  has  been 
such  an  amazing  travesty  of  judicial  procedure 
that  it  would  not  be  very  surprising  if  the 
demands  of  the  Right  were  satisfied. 


THE    SUICIDE  EPIDEMIC. 


Statistics  Show  Striking  Increase. 


A  special  society  has  for  some  time  been  dealing 
with  the  question  how  to  cope  with  suicides  among 
young  Russians,  and  the  famous  Pirogoff  Society  of 
Russian  Physicians,  which  will  shortly  meet  in 
Moscow,  intends  to  give  its  particular  attention  to  the 
broad  aspects  of  this  sad  problem.  A  preparatory 
committee  appointed  by  the  Society  has  ascertained 
the  following  facts.  In  1902  there  were  twentv-three 
cases  of  suicide  in  European  Russia  to  every  million 
inhabitants,  while  by  1910  the  number  had  risen  to 
thirty-five.  A  very  striking  feature,  however,  is  the 
increase  of  suicides,  not  in  the  Empire  as  a  whole, 
but  in  the  large  towns.  Thus  between  1904  and  1910 
the  number  was  quadrupled  in  Moscow  ;  in  St.  Peters- 
burg there  were  in  1906  five  suicides  to  every  ten 
thousand  inhabitants,  while  four  years  later  there 
were  i6-4. 

That  a  real  epidemic  of  suicide  is  raging  among 
the  younger  generation  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
while  in  1901  there  were  24  cases  of  suicide  recorded 
among  pupils  and  students  of  the  public  schools 
under  the  Ministry  of  Education,  the  figure  rose  to 
256  for  1910.  It  need  scarcely  be  stated  that  the 
suicide  epidemic  finds  a  specially  fertile  soil  in  the 
Russian  prisons,  where  the  number  of  suicides 
increased  fourteen-fold  between  1900  and  1910. 

The  Committee  of  the  Pirogoff  Society  which  has 
studied  the  internal  causes  of  this  melancholy 
phenomenon  has  formed  the  opinion  that  the  spread 
of  the  epidemic  is  due  partly  to  special  circumstances, 
but  in  the  main  to  the  general  situation.  The  question 
how  to  arrest  its  development  will  now  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Russian  physicians  at  their  general 
meeting.  
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PIONEERS    OF  REFORM. 


IV.* -The  Zemstvos   and   the  Popular 
Movement, 


From  the  first  attempt  on  the  life  of  Alexander  II. 
by  Karakozoff  in  1866  until  the  end  of  1880  and  the 
beginning  of  1881,  if  we  except  the  mild  Constitu- 
tional resolution  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Zemstvo 
which  ended  in  the  expulsion  of  Count  Shuvaloff  and 
Baron  Korff  from  St.  Petersburg  and  the  dissolution 
of  the  Zemstvo,  the  Liberal  Constitutional  move- 
ment did  not  manifest  itself  by  either  collective  or 
individual  action.  Nevertheless,  the  traditions  of 
the  "  period  of  great  reforms "  and  Constitutional 
principles  were  preserved  in  the  scientific  and 
literary  world.  The  great  Russian  novelist  Turge- 
nieff,  in  a  letter  published  at  the  time,  declared 
himself  a  Moderate  Liberal  and  Constitutionalist  of 
the  English  tvpe.  He  voiced  the  opinion  of  a  large 
section  of  Russian  society.  Turgenieff's  friend, 
Stassulevitch,  the  author  of  that  remarkable  work 
The  Philosophy  ot  History,  for  forty  years  grouped  all 
the  Moderate  Constitutionalists  around  his  review 
Vestnik  Evrop  ("  European  Messenger"). 

Zemstvo  Activity. 

Apart  from  Government  reaction,  there  were  two 
great  causes  of  the  seeming  inactivity  of  the  Con- 
stitutionalists. On  the  one  hand,  the  newly-intro- 
duced Zemstvos,  which  for  the  first  time  gave  the 
forlorn  and  stagnant  provincial  population  the  chance 
to  develop  local  initiative  and  to  build  up  a  local 
life — economic,  social,  and  intellectual — absorbed 
the  most  active  elements  among  the  Moderate 
Liberals.  Thousands  of  doctors,  teachers,  nurses, 
&c,  instead  of  engaging  in  lucrative  private  or  State 
employment,  entered  the  Zemstvo  service,  to  devote 
their  energy  to  the  peasantry  in  return  for  a  modest 
salary.  Many  promising  men  and  women  spent 
their  lives  in  this  work.  I  remember,  for  instance, 
Orloff,  a  young  secretary  of  the  Senate,  discussing 
with  me  in  1868  the  best  way  to  organise  rural 
statistics.  He  resigned,  sacrificing  his  brilliant 
future,  and  started  work  as  a  humble  statistician  of 
the  Moscow  Zemstvo  with  such  success  that  his 
survey  of  the  Moscow  district  became  a  model  for 
other  workers  in  this  domain.  The  same  devotion 
was  shown  by  doctors  and  teachers.  I  remember  in 
my  time  a  Moscow  professor,  Ratchinsky,  who  left 
the  university  to  settle  in  his  village,  where  he 
organised  and  taught  in  a  school  for  peasant  children. 

In  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  central  Government, 
these  peaceful  reformers  succeeded  within  a  period 
of  twenty  years  in  creating  a  local  intellectual  life 
with  democratic  Constitutionalist  aspirations.  When 
in  1902-1905  the  Constitutional  movement  began 
to  take  shape  again  the  Zemstvos  throughout  Russia 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  campaign.  In  conse- 
quence, the  first  act  of  Stolypin's  reactionary  Ministry 
was  to  destroy  these  Liberal  bodies. 

"Land  for  the  People." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  more  energetic  and  idealist 
section  of  the  younger  generation  took  a  revolu- 
tionary line  of  action,  and  started  the  movement 
which  is  well  known  in  Russia  under  the  designation 
"To  the  People"  (V  Narod).  In  order  fully  to 
understand  the  position  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  fundamental  question  of  all  Russian  life  is 
the  land.  Of  the  160  millions  comprising  the  popu- 
lation 130  millions  are  peasants.  Although  the 
principle  of  liberating  the  serfs  with  allotments  of 
land  was  accepted,  most  of  the  peasants  received 
only  from  three  to  ten  acres  at  a  high  redemption 
price.  As  the  land  in  Great  Russia  is  mostly  poor, 
while  the  agricultural  methods  are  primitive  and  the 
peasants  suffer  from  lack  of  cattle  and  manure,  the 
income  of  a  peasant  family,  after  the  taxes  have  been 
paid,  allows  for  an  average  consumption  per  head 
amounting  to  between  a  penny  and  twopence  a  day. 
This  terrible  condition  was  fully  grasped  by  the 
revolutionary  section  of  the  younger  generation,  who 
denounced  the  cause  of  the  misery  and  predicted 
that  famine  would  be  inevitable  unless  the  burden  of 
taxation  were  lightened  and  the  peasant  communities 
endowed  with  sufficient  land.  Their  prophecy, 
unhappily,  was  soon  fulfilled  ;  already  in  1873  famine 
appeared  in  the  Samara  and  South  Volga  provinces, 
and  since  then  it  has  become  a  regular  occurrence 
in  different  parts  of  the  Empire. 

The  Beginning  of  Land  Reform. 

The  importance  of  this  demand  of  Jand  "  for  the 
people "  was  shown  at  the  coronation  of  Alex- 
ander III.,  who  declared  to  the  thousands  of  peasant 
representative-)  that  no  land  redistribution  could  be 
expected.  At  the  same  time  the  Holy  Synod  ordered 
the  village  priests  to  make  this  announcement  to  the 
peasant-. 

Twenty-five    years  later  the   first  Duma  again 
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brought  up  the  problem  and  proposed  that  the 
immense  State  domains  and  Crown  lands,  and  if 
necessary  the  Church  lands  too,  should  be  given  to 
the  peasant  communities  ;  and,  if  this  should  prove 
inadequate,  that  some  of  the  lands  of  the  wealthiest 
landowners  should  be  purchased  with  State  funds. 
This  question  of  land  reform  is,  indeed,  so  funda- 
mental, and  so  predominates  over  all  other  problems, 
that  the  Tsar  and  M.  Stolypin  dismissed  the  first 
Duma  in  order  to  keep  its  settlement  exclusively  in 
their  own  hands — with  what  result  readers  of 
Darkest  Russia  are  well  acquainted. 

But  in  1868-71,  when  the  idea  of  "  land  for  the 
people "  was  first  formulated,  everybody  was 
shocked — even  the  Constitutionalists.  While  moderate 
reformers  had  entered  the  Zemstvo  service  in  great 
numbers,  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  champions 
of  the  new  idea — men  and  women,  mostly  of  high 
birth  and  belonging  to  all  nationalities,  Great  and 
Little  Russians,  Poles,  Jews,  and  Georgians — went 
"  to  the  people  "  to  preach  the  necessity  of  a  rising  as 
the  only  means  of  securing  liberty  and  the  land. 

Lavroff's  Work. 

Under  the  Russian  censorship  it  was  impossible  to 
voice  the  aspirations  of  the  new  movement,  although 
numerous  small  revolutionary  pamphlets  were  secretly 
issued  among  the  people.  It  was  decided  once  more 
to  start  a  publication  abroad.  At  that  time  two  pro- 
minent Russian  political  refugees  were  living  abroad — 
Bakunin  and  Lavroff.  The  former  belongs  more  to 
the  international  Socialist  movement  of  Western 
Europe,  but  he  had  a  great  influence  in  Russia  on 
the  more  enthusiastic  section  of  the  young  reformers. 
The  majority  of  them,  however,  were  inclined  to 
follow  Lavroff,  the  author  of  the  widely-read  His- 
torical Letters,  and  he  was  chosen  editor  of  the  new 
review  Forward,  which  first  appeared  in  Zurich  in 
1873. 

Lavroff  was  a  man  of  encyclopedic  knowledge. 
Brought  up  in  the  Hegelian  school  of  philosophy,  he 
adopted  modern  evolutionary  ideas.  As  to  his  social 
and  political  opinions,  as  he  several  times  told  me, 
not  being  a  specialist,  he  did  not  wish  to  set  up  as  a 
teacher  of  others.  A  great  admirer  of  the  German 
Socialist  school  of  Marx  and  Lasalle,  as  a  true  Russian 
he  could  not  adopt  their  doctrine  that  the  peasantry 
must  lose  the  land,  and  he  was  in  sympathy  with  the 
movement  of  "the  land  for  the  people."  When  in 
1879-80  the  greater  part  of  the  revolutionists  adhered 
to  the  programme  of  hjle  so-called  Executive  Com- 
mittee, Lavroff  at  once  welcomed  their  principle  claim 
of  labour  legislation  and  State  social  reform.  This 
new  movement  started  its  own  periodical  in  Paris, 
the  Vestnik  Narodnoi  Voli("  Messenger  of  the  People's 
Will  '),  with  Lavroff  as  chief  editor.  He  devoted 
the  last  eight  years  of  his  life  to  this  review,  and 
to  his  monumental  scientific  work,  the  History  of 
Human  Thought.   

Lavroff's  great  merit  was  that,  whilst  being  the 
scientific  and  ethical  guide  of  the  revolutionary 
party,  he  knew  how  to  retain  the  full  confidence  and 
friendship  of  the  Moderate  Constitutionalists.  Tur- 
genieff,  Stassulevitch,  and  many  other  literary  and 
scientific  men  remained  in  close  touch  with  him 
throughout  the  years  of  his  exile. 

A  "  Little  Russian  "  Pioneer. 

Simultaneously  with  Lavroff's  publications  in  Paris, 
in  Geneva  a  professor  of  the  Kiev  University  who 
had  been  expelled  from  Russia,  Dragomanoff,  started 
a  Little-Russian  review  known  as  the  Gramada 
("  Commune  ''),  in  which  he  advocated  the  autonomy 
of  nationalities  and  Constitutional  reform.  Drago- 
manoff was  a  brilliant  man,  and  rendered  a  great 
service  to  the  Russian  political  movement  by  bring- 
ing into  the  foreground  the  federative  principle  and 
the  rights  of  nationalities. 

Except  Shevchenko's  poems,  very  few  publications 
in  Little  Russian  existed  when  Dragomanoff  began  to 
issue  work;-  of  historical  and  literary  interest.  One 
of  his  books  in  that  language  is  an  excellent  exposi- 
tion of  the  Swiss  Constitution  and  the  federative 
principle.  Fighting  for  the  rights  of  nationalities, 
he  did  not  neglect  the  general  advance  movement  in 
Russia,  but  after  Alexander  IP's  death  he  became 
estranged  from  the  Russian  revolutionists.  He  was 
appointed  a  professor  of  history  at  the  University  of 
Sofia,  where  he  wielded  a  great  influence. 

Dragomanoff  may  be  considered  the  father  of  the 
scientific  and  literary  awakening  of  the  Little  Russians 
in  Galicia  and  South  Russia. 

Kniaz. 


M.  Trepoff,  Governor-General  of  Kiev,  has  referred 
the  petitions  of  Jews  to  be  allowed  to  stay  in 
suburban  resorts  during  the  summer  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  local  Governors  whose  respective 
provinces  form  part  of  the  Governor-Generalship  of 
Kiev. 

A  deputation  of  Christian  owners  of  seaside  houses 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Riga  has  petitioned  the 
Governor  of  Livonia  to  withdraw  the  prohibition 
against  Jews  staying  there  during  the  bathing  season. 
If  the  restriction  is  enforced,  they  say,  they  must 
incur  Lfreat  lo-s,  and  niav  even  be  ruined. 


DUMA    AND  JEWS. 

Prominent  Deputies    Say  that  Jewish 
Question  Will  Not  be  Touched. 

A  number  of  prominent  deputies  who  have  been 
interviewed  on  the  prospect  of  the  abolition  of  Jewish 
disabilities  have  all  expressed  doubts  whether  the 
fourth  Duma  will  effect  anything  in  the  matter. 

The  President,  M.  Rodzianko,  stated  that  he  did  not 
expect  the  fourth  Duma  would  find  time  to  deal  with 
the  Jewish  question.  He  considered  it  to  be  better 
that  it  should  not,  since  the  raising  of  the  Jewish 
question  in  the  Duma  would  occasion  great  excite- 
ment and  render  the  relations  between  the  various 
parties  more  acute. 

Professor  Alcxeienko,  Chairman  of  the  Budget 
Committee,  who  in  the  third  Duma  supported  a  pro- 
posal for  the  abolition  of  the  Pale,  said  that  the 
matter  depended  on  the  nature  of  the  majority  which 
was  still  to  be  formed  in  the  present  Duma,  and  par- 
ticularly the  sentiments  of  the  Octobrists. 

M.  Lutz,  the  Secretary  of  the  Octobrist  party, 
stated  that  the  initiative  in  the  matter  would  have  to 
come  from  the  Jewish  deputies.  The  Octobrists, 
however,  would  prevent  the  question  from  being 
raised  for  fear  of  a  split  in  their  party,  in  which 
friction  on  questions  of  nationality  is  of  frequent 
occurrence  between  its  Right  and  Left  wings. 

One  of  the  leading  Cadet  deputies,  M.  Basil  Makla- 
koff,  said  that,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Jewish 
question  was  one  of  the  most  barning  problems  of 
tlie  day,  he  doubted  whether  the  fourth  Duma  would 
raise  it.  But  even  if  the  Duma  should  resolve  upon 
alleviating  the  lot  of  the  Jews,  it  would  lead  to  no 
practical  result,  as  the  Council  of  State  might  be  relied 
upon  to  frustrate  such  a  measure. 

M.  Alexandroff,  the  Cadet  deputy  for  Ekaterino- 
slav,  was  also  of  opinion  that  the  Duma  would  not 
take  up  the  Jewish  question,  owing  to  the  large 
number  of  pressing  matters  of  a  general  political 
character  before  it,  and  especially  since  the  Jewish 
position  itself  was  an  outcome  of  the  Government's 
general  policy.  M.  Alexandroff  believed,  however, 
that  the  fourth  Duma  would  ultimately  form  such  a 
majority  as  would  not  only  be  opposed  to  the  syste- 
matic persecution  of  the  Jews,  but  would  even  be  in 
favour  of  extending  the  boundaries  of  the  Pale  of 
Settlement. 


THE    DUMA  CIRCUMVENTED. 


How  a  Rejected  Grant  was  Obtained. 

The  Chief  Military  Sanitary  Inspector,  M.  Evdoki- 
moff,  has  officially  informed  Professor  Makaveyeff, 
the  Principal  of  the  Army  Med  cai  Academy,  of  the 
grant  of  2,200,000  roubles  for  the  extension  and  equip- 
ment of  the  Academy  buildings,  this  sum  being 
derived  from  the  special  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Chief  Military  Sanitary  Inspector. 

It  will  be  remembered  thit  the  Duma  recently 
refused  to  vote  this  grant  by  way  of  protest  against 
the  unconstitutional  transformation  of  the  Medical 
Academy  of  St.  Petersburg  into  ,a  purely  military 
institution,  without  an}'  reference  to  the  Legislature, 
and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  transformation  was 
universally  condemned. 


SUPPRESSING   THE  PRESS. 


The  YujnyKrayaoA  the  Utro,  of  Kharkov, have  been 
fined  300  roubles  each.  The  former  paper  incurred 
the  penalty  for  its  comments  on  an  incident  that  took 
place  in  a  local  school,  where  a  pupil  retaliated  on  a 
Government  inspector  who  had  maltreated  him.  The 
Utro  was  fined  for  reporting  the  latest  acts  of  oppres- 
sion committed  by  Governor  Muratoff,  of  Kursk. 

The  Retch  and  the  Sovremennoye  Slo:v  have  been 
fined  by  the  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  400  roubles 
each,  with  the  alternative  of  ten  weeks'  imprison- 
ment for  their  responsible  editors,  for  printing 
obituary  articles  on  the  late  Socialist  worker,  M. 
Blekloff. 

"Politically  Unreliable." 

The  Senate  is  about  to  pronounce  its  view  on  the 
question  whether  Governors  are  entitled  to  refuse 
permission  for  the  publication  of  a  periodical  to 
persons  whom  they  consider  to  be  "politically 
unreliable."  The  question  has  been  raised  by  an 
appeal  of  M.  Mutyanoff  against  the  action  of  the 
Governor  of  Grodno,  who  had  refused  him  permis- 
sion to  publish  at  Byalystok  a  newspaper  which  he 
proposed  to  call  the  Novaya  Gazela.  In  his  explana- 
tions to  the  Senate  the  Governor  declares  that  his 
refusal  to  grant  permission  for  the  proposed  publica- 
tion was  based  on  the  fact  that  from  documentary 
evidence  in  his  possession  it  appeared  that  the 
applicant  was  utterly  unreliable  from  the  political 
point  of  view. 

The  question,  which  is  of  enormous  importance  to 
the  Press,  is  to  be  considered  by  the  First  Depart- 
ment of  the  Senate. 
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THE   GREAT  CARICATURE 


The  Russian  Ministry  of  .Justice,  like  hhe 
Ministry  of  Education,  is  singularly  ill-named. 
Instead  of  being,  as  its  title  suggests,  the  foun- 
tain-head of  purity  and  rigid  disinterestedness, 
it  is  a  hotbed  of  political  intrigue  and  flagrant 
partiality,  where  the  interests  and  desires  of  the 
ruling  classes  receive  exclusive  consideration. 
This  may  appear  to  be  an  unconsidered  and 
recklessly  exaggerated  statement ;  but  it  is  made 
with  a  full  appreciation  of  the  value  of  words, 
and  in  the  knowledge  that  it  represents  nothing 
but  the  strict  truth.  There  are  facts,  innumer- 
able and  most  notorious,  whereby  it  may  be 
completely  substantiated.  Some  of  them  were 
given  in  the  Duma  a  few  days  ago,  when  the 
Estimates  of  the  Ministry  of  Justice  came  up  for 
discussion  :  and  the  speech  of  M.  Basil  Maklakoff, 
the  prominent  Cadet  deputy  and  brother  of  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  a  report  of  which  we 
gave  last  week,  dealt  broadly,  and  without  party 
passion,  with  the  inherent  vice  of  lawlessness 
that  pervades  this  and  every  other  department 
of  the  Administration.  The  most  striking  result 
of  the  last  six  years,  he  said,  was  the  loss  of 
confidence  in  the  tribunals  and  their  sentences. 
The  Government  had  set  itself  to  undermine  the 
independence  of  the  Courts,  and  a  new  type  of 
T"/impf    had    been    created — man    whose  onlv 
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thouffht  was  for  their  own  career,  and  who  were 
indifferent  to  the  dictates  of  conscience.  The 
Courts,  in  fact,  from  the  Senate  downwards,  have 
become  the  servile  creatures  of  the  Administra- 
tion, with  whose  wishes  they  most  readily  comply. 

M.  Maklakoff's  speech  is  opportunely  ampli- 
fied by  our  two  articles  on  "  The  Puppet  Courts," 
the  former  of  which  appeai'ed  a  few  weeks  ago, 
while  the  second  is  published  in  the  present 
issue.  Dealing  first  with  the  Senate,  we  showed 
how  that  body,  the  supreme  judicial  authority  in 
the  Empire,  whose  function  it  is  to  interpret  the 
laws,  has  been  made  to  serve  the  Government's 
political  needs.  Readily  succumbing  to  the 
pressure  put  upon  it,  the  Senate  has  at  demand 
so  explained  the  laws  of  the  country  that  it 
lias  been  possible  to  invoke  them  for  the  purpose 
of  bolstering  up  [thej[most  preposterous  accusa- 
tions. To  meet  varying  circumstances  it  has 
even  given  at  different  times  "  interpretations  " 
of  one  and  the  same  law  that  are  flatly  con- 
tradictory of  each  other.  In  its  capacity  as  the 
highest  court  of  appeal  it  almost  invariably 
reverses  the  sentences  of  the  lower  courts  when 
the  Public  Prosecutor  demands  such  a  step,  and 
confirms  them  when  it  is  the  Government's 
desire  that  they  should  be  confirmed.  A  few 
years  ago,  when  the  First  Department  of  the 
Senate  was  venturesome  enough  to  pass  a 
judgment  that  was  distasteful  to  the  heads  of 
the  Executive,  that  body  was  very  promptly 
dissolved  and  new  and  more  "  reliable  "  Senators 
appointed  in  its  stead ;  and  the  lesson  that  was 
learnt  then  has  never  since  been  forgotten.  From 
the  Senate  the  vicious  influence  has  spread  to  the 
lower  courts.  Judges  and  magistrates  who 
desire  advancement  are  careful  to  adapt  their 
proceedings  and  decisions  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Administration,  as  represented  by  the  Public 
Prosecutor.  Those  who  are  conscientious  enough 
to  acquit  a  prisoner  charged  by  the  Crown  are 
usually  degraded  or  dismissed ;  and  the  same 


fate  awaits  them  if  they  refuse  to  admit  the  con- 
cocted evidence  on  which  the  prosecution  so 
frequently  relies,  especially  in  political  cases. 
Hence  official  forgery  and  perjury  of  the 
grossest  and  most  palpable  kind  flourish  almost 
unchecked.  ';  Under  such  conditions,"  writes 
our  contributor,  "  acquittals  have  become 
extremely  rare,  and  severe  sentences  are  com- 
monly passed  upon  innocent  persons."  Within 
the  last  year  or  so  we  have  had  several  very 
flagrant  examples  of  the  consequences  of  this 
regime  ;  we  need  only  mention  the  cases  of  Miss 
Malecka,  of  the  Armenian  Federation  (whose 
trial  revealed  the  perpetration  of  wholesale 
forgeries  by  the  Examining  Magistrate  hyjin), 
and  of  Beilis  (against  whom  the  officials  under 
the  Ministry  of  Justice  have  for  two  years  been 
moving  heaven  and  earth,  by  the  most  shame- 
lessly illegal  methods,  to  establish  some  shadow 
of  a  case). 

These  deplorable  conditions  are  made  possible, 
of  course,  by  the  fac*  that  Judges  are  not 
appointed  for  life  or  daring  good  behaviour,  but 
may  be  dismissed  on  an;  pretext  at  the  whim  of 
their  superiors.  Even  the  Senate,  as  we  have 
shown,  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  Executive.  By  this 
system  the  Administrat  on  i^  provided  with  an 
irresistible  weapon  of  coercion,  which  is  wielded 
by  the  Minister  of  Justi  e  in  the  most  unscrupu- 
lous fashion.  The  department  over  which  M. 
Scheglovitoff  nresides  j^js  no  more  respect  for 
the  law  or  for  justice  than  has  the  lowest  Black 
Hundred "  hooligan,  and  the  only  solicitude  it 
displays  is  to  second  the  efforts  of  the  Ministry 
of  the  Interior  to  repress  freedom  of  thought  and 
to  obstruct  the  march  of  Liberal  reform.  Never 
has  the  administration  of  justice  been  so  out- 
rageous a  caricature,  even  in  Russia,  as  it  is 
to-day.  The  inherent  vice  of  the  judicial  system 
has  been  aggravated  by  the  shameless  excesses 
of  the  present  Minister,  and  the  corruption  is 
now  so  widespread  that  the  only  remedy  is  the 
knife. 


POLISH  MUNICIPALITIES. 


Mutilated  Bill  Again  Before  the  Duma. 

The  Polish  Municipalities  Bill,  as  amended  and 
returned  bv  the  Council  of  State,  has  again  come 
before  the  Duma,  where  it  has  excited  very  animated 
debates.  The  Opposition  has  been  charing  against 
the  curtailed  discussion  of  the  mutilated  Bill,  and 
blaming  the  Polish  deputies  for  their  readiness  to  put 
up  with  the  serious  blemishes  of  the  measure  in  their 
anxiety  to  get  it  passed  in  the  present  session — if 
necessary,  by  the  votes  of  the  Right  and  Centre 
parties. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  M.  Friedman  pn  tested 
against  the  additional  Jewish  disabilities  which  had 
been  added  by  the  Council  of  State  to  those  already 
adopted  by  trie  third  Duma,  and  which  would  place 
the  Jewish  majorities  in  numerous  towns  at  the  mercy 
of  Polish  minorities  He  referred  to  the  incendiary 
act  committed  at  Vielun,  where  a  Jewish  family  of 
eight  had  been  burnt  alive.  Such  a  crime,  he  said, 
could  only  be  explained  by  the  terroristic  character 
assumed  by  the  anti-Jewish  boycott. 

M.  Roditcheff  said  that  the  methods  adopted  for 
carrying  the  Bill  through  the  Legislature  were  forg- 
ing a  weapon  for  strangling  the  liberty  of  the  Polish 
people.  The  Reactionary  instrument  of  the  Council 
of  State  would  be  used  against  the  Poles  themselves 
on  the  day  when  the  late  of  Poland  had  to  be 
decided.  He  warned  the  Poles  not  to  undermine  the 
only  foundation  upon  which  their  own  rights  could 
be  secured. 

M.  Kerensky,  who  reproached  the  Polish  group 
with  treachery  towards  their  own  country,  has  been 
challenged  to  a  duel  by  the  Polish  Nationalist  depuiy 
for  Kovno,  M.  Raczkowski. 


PRISON  REVELATIONS. 

Unpublished  Documents  which  Could  Not 
be  Quoted  in  the  Duma. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  June  19th. 

During  the  recent  debate  on  the  Estimates  of  the 
Prisons  Department  a  "  ten-minute  "  rule  for 
speeches  was  introduced,  which  prevented  one  of  the 
Opposition  speakers  from  utilising  the  enormous 
material  he  had  collected  on  the  subject  of  prison 
administration.  This  deputy  was  kind  enough  to 
place  at  my  disposal  a  number  of  hitherto  unpub- 
lished documents,  to  which  I  shall  refer  both  in  my 
present  letter  and  on  future  occasions,  making  special 
use  of  letters  written  by  prisoners  themselves. 

In  a  letter  sent  by  one  young  political  prisoner  to 
his  mother  the  following  passage  occurs  : — 

"  Unless  I  get  out  of  this  deadly  place  I  shall  go 
mad.  My  illness  does  not  allow  me  to  stand  the  cold 
of  the  cells.  If  I  were  to  describe  to  you  our  solitary 
dungeons,  you  would  be  hcrrified  and  wonder  how 
people  can  stand  confinement  under  such  conditions 
for  one  or  more  years." 

Horrors  of  the  Punishment  Cell. 

Another  document,  which  is  of  a  less  intimate  and 
more  official  character,  was  addressed  by  a  prisoner 
at  Riga  to  a  member  of  the  Duma  : — 

"I  beg  you  to  consider  my  position  and  to  inves- 
tigate my  communication.  On  April  30th  last  I  was 
subjected  to  a  disciplinary  penalty  and  confined  for  a 
week  in  the  dark  punishment  cell.  When  I  was  taken 
there  the  Assistant-Governor  Byelayeff,  the  chief  war- 
der Smirnoff,  and  several  other  warders  whose  names 
I  do  not  know  beat  roe  violent!}' on  the  head  and  face 
with  their  fists  and  then  knocked  me  down,  kicking 
me  and  striking  me  with  the  muzzle- end  of  their 
revolvers,  while  the  Assistant-Governor  rained  blows 
on  my  chest  and  sides  with  the  blunt  edge  of  his 
sabre. 

"  Two  days  later  a  party  of  prisoners  awaiting  trial 
were  transferred  from  the  government  town,  and  one 
of  them,  Stepan  Kozoryezoff,  was  placed  in  the 
punislment-c;ll.  I  first  heard  cries,  and  then  saw 
Kozoryezoff  brought  in  by  the  Assistant-Governor  and 
warders,  who  were  beating  him.  I  ventured  to  ask 
the  former  whether  it  was  permitted  to  beat  prisoners, 
whereupon  M.  Byelayeff  fell  upon  me,  repeatedly 
striking  my  chest  and  saying,  '  You  do  not  seem  to 
have  had  enough  yet  !'  His  example  was  followed 
by  the  warders.  I  cannot  say  how  long  the  thing 
lasted,  as  I  lost  consciousness. 

"  I  addressed  a  complaint  to  the  provincial  Gover- 
nor, but  my  communication  could  not  have  been 
delivered,  as  I  have  not  received  any  reply." 

Severe  Treatment  of  Untried  Prisoners. 

In  St.  Petersburg  there  is  a  house  of  detention  for 
untried  prisoners.  Many  of  these  may  be  acquitted, 
while  most  of  the  politicals,  with  whom  half  the  prison 
is  filled,  are  never  committed  for  trial,  but  are  dealt 
with  administratively.  Thus  it  is  a  place  where  many 
an  innocent  person  may  be  found,  and  therefore  the 
regime  should,  of  course,  have  been  as  mild  as 
possible.    But  actually  the  reverse  is  the  case. 

The  Constitution  has  given  rise  to  many  cruel  and 
absurd  changes  in  this  house  of  detention.  Under 
the  pre-Constitutional  n'giinc  both  political  and  ordi- 
nary prisoners  could  receive  parcels  from  their  rela- 
tives twice  a  week,  whereas  now  this  harmless 
privilege  is  denied  them.  Formerly  every  prisoner 
who  paid  for  it  could  obtain  dinner  from  the  prison 
kitchen  ;  now,  however,  this  privilege  is  only  granted 
to  those  who  have  renounced  the  regulation  diet  once 
for  all  on  their  entering  prison.  In  consequence,  a 
prisoner  who,  for  want  of  money  at  the  time  of  his 
incarceration,  is  obliged  to  eat  the  regulation  diet,  has 
to  put  up  witli  it  throughout  the  whole  period  of  his 
detention. 

There  used  to  be  a  large  and  varied  librarv,  derived 
from  numerous  private  donations.  This  has  now 
been  utterly  destroyed— an  act  which  displays  the 
vandalism  of  the  Prison  Administration  in  all  its 
nakedness. 

Owing  to  the  resignation  of  Prince  D.  D.  Urusoff, 
another  Progressist,  M.  Nicholas  Lvoff,  has  beeri 
elected  Vice-President  of  the  Duma. 
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EDUCATION'S  HANDICAPS. 


Universities  and  Schools  at  the  Mercy  of 
the  Police. 


THE    DUMA'S  CONDEMNATION. 


The  Estimates  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  were 
introduced  into  the  Duma  last  week  by  the  Reporter, 
M.  Kovalevsky  (Octobrist),  who,  on  behalf  of  the 
Budget  Committee,  proposed  to  increase  the  inade- 
quate grant  of  136,734,000  roubles  demanded  by  the 
Government  by  six  million  roubles,  thus  raising  the 
expenditure  on  education  by  twenty-five  million 
roubles  as  compared  with  1912. 

M.  Kovalevsky  stated  in  his  report  that  in  the  mind 
of  the  Minister,  M.  Kasso,  the  interests  of  education 
were  subsidiary  to  his  anxiety  to  oblige  the  Ministry 
of  Finance  by  reducing  the  Estimates,  the  Ministry 
of  the  Interior  by  allowing  it  to  control  the  institu- 
tions of  his  Department,  and  the  Holy  Synod  by  a 
return  to  the  mediaeval  principle  according  to  which 
science  was  the  handmaid  of  the  Church. 

Neither  the  Universities  nor  the  secondary  schools, 
he  said,  possessed  an}'  statutes,  and  their  most 
distinctive  feature  was  their  continued  lawlessness 
and  absence  of  rules.  The  Ministry  was  expelling 
all  the  men  of  science  and  scholarship  from  the 
educational  sphere,  evidently  imagining  that  they 
could  be  manufactured  in  a  mechanical  manner. 
The  Education  Department  cared  less  for  securing 
intellectual  efficiency  than  for  living  at  peace  with 
its  jealous  neighbour,  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior, 
and  therefore  in  filling  educational  posts  it  was 
chiefly  guided  by  political  considerations,  and  even 
by  the  requirements  of  the  police.  Even  primary 
school  inspectors  were  recruited  from  among  persons 
who  possessed  no  educational  qualifications,  and 
who  had  never  been  in  contact  with  the  management 
of  elementary  schools.  In  one  of  the  Western  border 
provinces  an  opera-singer  who  had  failed  in  his  own 
profession  had  been  consoled  by  being  appointed  a 
school  inspector. 

Buined  Universities. 

Subsequent  speakers  gave  melancholy  descriptions 
of  the  degenerate  condition  of  the  Russian  Univer- 
sities. 

Professor  S.  A.  Ivanoff  stated  that  at  the  Kiev 
University  communion  between  the  professors  and 
students  was  a  thing  of  the  past.  On  approaching 
the  University  buildings  the  first  persons  one  met 
were  police  constables  and  officers,  since  the  Univer- 
sity is  blessed  with  a  police  staff  of  its  own.  On 
entering  one  was  struck  by  the  presence  of  various 
mechanical  appliances  for  barring  the  way  to  certain 
corridors  and  halls.  Altogether  the  University  gave 
one  the  impression  of  a  police-station  from  the  out- 
side, while  its  interior  resembled  a  citadel.  All  this 
crea'ed  an  atmosphere  of  intimidation.  The  inner 
life  of  the  University  was  disappearing.  A  number 
of  professors,  men  of  great  scientific  attainments,  had 
been  forced  to  leave  without  being  allowed  to  con- 
tinue their  work  elsewhere.  Thus  the  Ministry  had 
refused  to  sanction  Professor  Andrussoff's  call  to  St. 
Petersburg,  where  he  had  been  unanimously  elected 
to  fill  the  chair  of  geology.  This  scientist  of  European 
repute  was  not  even  permitted  to  accept  an  appoint- 
ment as  University  reader. 

In  order  to  be  successful  at  Kiev  University  one 
had  to  belong  to  the  accommodating  type  of  pro- 
fessor, who  was  always  at  the  disposal  of  the  autho- 
rities, and  who,  for  instance,  when  it  was  desired  to 
prove  the  "  ritual "  character  of  the  murder  of 
Yuschinsky,  did  not  shrink  from  compromising 
before  the  whole  of  Europe  the  fair  name  of  a  scholar 
and  physician,  and  to  make  himself  the  laughing- 
stock of  all  European  scientists.  In  order  to  please 
the  authorities  the  rector  of  a  University  or  director 
of  a  high  school  had  to  distinguish  himself  by  his 
cruelty,  inaccessibility,  and  indifference  towards  the 
Students,  while  managing  to  make  frequent  journeys 
to  the  capital  in  order  to  receive  secret  instructions 
from  the  Government  officials. 

Okhrana  Activity. 

Professor  Posnikoff  said  that  Count  Demetrius 
Tolstoy  had  already  transformed  the  secondary 
schools  for  purposes  of  political  reaction,  while 
his  successors  had  introduced  political  principles  into 
the  Universities.  The  Minister  of  Education  was 
authorised  to  expel  from  the  Universities  any 
Students  whom  he  deemed  guilty  of  disorderly 
conduct.  In  using  that  privilege,  the  Minister  was 
guided  by  the  lists  provided  by  the  Okhrana  Depart- 
ment. This  led  to  a  contlict  with  the  teaching  staff, 
which  had  resulted  in  the  ruin  of  the  Moscow  and 
other  Universities, 

M.  Lempicki  (Pole)  -.aid  that  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Poland  the  Government  schools  presented  a  kind  of 
fighting  camp  in  which  hostilities  were  carried  on 


with  the  people  at  large.  The  rising  generation  was 
being  trained  in  mendicity,  livpocnsy,  and  Nihilism. 
School  life  did  not  inspire  the  child  with  affection 
for  Russia,  but  was  rather  calculated  to  make  him 
hate  everything  Russian.  While  in  Austria  the  Poles 
were  in  possession  of  high,  secondary,  and  primary 
national  schools,  they  were  denied  that  privilege  in 
Russia,  where  the  Polish  language  was  treated  in  the 
schools  as  a  foreign  tongue.  Private  schools  were 
persecuted,  and  the  whole  work  of  the  Ministry  was 
directed  against  the  most  vital  interests  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

M.  Yenikeyeff  (Mussulman)  declared  that  never 
before  had  reaction  reached  such  a  height  as  it  had 
to-day,  when  the  control  of  the  schools  was  being 
turned  into  an  instrument  of  ceaseless  and  unrelent- 
ing oppression.  The  Government's  educational 
activity  was  part  and  parcel  of  its  general  policy 
towards  the  subject  races,  and  in  this  respect  it  only 
differed  from  the  pre-Constitutional  regime  by  its 
increased  violence.  The  policy  of  the  Minister  of 
Education  aimed  at  uprooting  everything  that  each 
nationality  looked  upon  as  its  holiest  of  holies,  as 
the  guarantee  of  its  material  and  national  existence. 
Their  best  teachers  and  pastors  were  being  removed 
from  their  schools  under  the  pretext  of  "  political 
unreliability." 

The   "Separatism"  Bogey. 

The  Orthodox  missionaries  and  reactionaries  had 
invented  another  bogey  under  the  name  of  "  alien 
separatism,"  which  was  found  a  very  paying  game  to 
play.  A  great  number  of  people  were  making  their 
careers  by  raising  this  false  alarm,  which  was  held  to 
be  a  sufficient  justification  for  increasing  the  staffs 
and  the  salaries  of  the  vigilance  men,  detectives,  and 
agents  of  all  the  administrative  departments.  The 
pretence  of  separatism  also  served  as  an  excuse  for 
every  irregular,  exceptional,  and  restrictive  measure. 
There  were  newspapers  that  only  subsisted  by  invent- 
ing alien  perils,  and  there  were  entire  political 
organisations  which  had  nq  other  raison  drive  but  to 
promote  all  kinds  of  persecution  and  intrigues 
against  the  different  races. 

The  system  of  persecuting  the  non-Russian  races 
had  been  condemned  by  Alexander  I.  and  by 
Nicholas  I.,  while  Alexander  III.  had  given  emphatic 
instructions  against  "turning  the  nursery  of  science 
into  an  instrument  of  political  aims."  This  Imperial 
command,  however,  was  not  heeded  under  the 
arbitrary  rule  of  Pobiedonostzeff,  Plehve,  and 
similar  statesmen.  By  theAfanifesto  cf  October  30th 
the  reigning  sovereign  had  defined  once  for  all  the 
equal  rights  of  all  the  nationalities  and  denomina- 
tions ;  but  unfortunately  the  Tsar's  pledges  were  not 
being  carried  out.  The  policy  of  Pobiedonostzeff 
and  Plehve  had  found  its  logical  conclusion  on  the 
fields  of  Manchuria,  in  the  shame  of  Tsushima,  and 
in  the  Revolution  of  1905.  It  was  therefore  necessary 
in  the  interests  and  for  the  dignity  of  the  Empire 
to  abandon  that  policy  and  to  expel  it  immediately 
from  the  sphere  of  national  education. 

A   Condemnatory  Motion. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  debate  various  resolutions 
were  submitted.  That  of  the  Progressists,  which 
denounced  the  Government's  educational  policy  in 
very  effective  terms,  was  not  accepted,  but  an 
Octobrist  motion,  which  had  been  watered  down 
somewhat  from  its  original  form  (doubtless  owing  to 
the  Ministerial  boycott  of  the  Duma  and  the  rumours 
of  an  impending  dissolution)  was  adopted.  Even  in 
its  amended  form,  however,  the  resolution  was  plainly 
one  of  condemnation  of  the  present  system.  It 
called  the  Government's  attention  to  the  "  abnormal 
condition  of  affairs,"  declaring  that  "  the  state  of 
public  instruction  requires  an  immediate,  serious, 
and  all-round  reform  under  conditions  in  which  the 
Ministry  of  Education  should  not  be  distracted  by 
irrelevant  political  considerations,  but  should  strive  to 
create  favourable  conditions  for  fostering  education 
in  the  country;''  that  "the  Ministry  of  Public 
Instruction,  being  frequently  indifferent  to  the  need 
of  public  education,  does  not  manifest  any  endea- 
vours to  effect  indispensable  reforms,  which  it  even 
impedes  when  they  are  brought  forward  through  the 
initiative  of  the  Duma  : :'  and  that  "  lacking  any  fixed 
plan  in  its  present  work,  and  making  no  provision  for 
the  future  satisfaction  of  needs  that  are  now  maturing, 
the  Ministry  has  not  displayed  in  recent  years  any 
live,  creative  work,  and  does  not  take  sufficient 
advantage  of  the  co-operation  of  the  social  agen- 
cies." The  resolution  further  drew  attention  to  the 
education  authorities'  "abnormal  attitude  towards 
the  teaching  staff "  and  their  "dry  formalism  in  rela- 
tion to  the  pupils,''  and  insisted  upon  "the  danger  to 
the  spiritual  development  of  the  people  involved 
in  delaying  the  realisation  of  urgent  educational 
reforms." 

During  the  subsequent  debate  on  the  separate 
items  of  the  Education  Bill  the  Duma  refused  to 
grant  the  credits  demanded  by  Baron  Taube,  on 
behalf  of  the  Ministry,  to  enable  it  to  carry  out  its 
wholesale  system  of  preparing  Russian  professors 
abroad. 


THE    PUPPET  COURTS. 

II.     The  Administration  and  the  Judiciary. 

The  Russian  Administration  had  no  difficulty  in 
gaining  the  adherence  of  the  highest  Court  of  the 
Empire—  the  Senate,  whose  status  according  to  the 
law  is  higher  than  that  of  the  Ministry — with  the 
inevitable  result  that  Senators  became  merely  passive 
instruments  in  the  hands  of  individual  administrators. 
This  assembly  has  become  so  degraded  that  the 
publication  of  laws,  which  is  properly  its  function,  is 
now  effected  without  its  knowledge,  its  signature 
merely  being  affixed  post  factum.  When  this  per- 
nicious state  of  affairs  was  exposed  in  the  Duma  the 
Minister  of  Justice  made  no  attempt  at  refutation. 

Having  in  such  a  manner  obtained  complete 
control  over  the  highest  judicial  authority,  the 
Government  was  naturally  not  very  particular  as  to 
the  means  it  employed  in  coercing  the  judicial 
officials  of  the  lower  orders.  Any  Judge  who  acted 
in  a  conscientious  manner  contrary  to  the  desires  of 
the  Administration  was  summarily  disposed  of  by 
either  transference,  reduction  of  rank,  or  dismissal. 
Such  dismissals  have  taken  place  in  an  arbitrary 
manner  without  any  investigation,  in  accordance 
with  the  whim  of  the  Minister  of  Justice,  and  under 
various  pretexts.  For  instance,  the  procurator  of  a 
certain  court  was  dismissed  because  he  did  not  vote 
with  the  Governor  on  a  certain  occasion.  A  Judge 
who  had  served  for  thirty-five  years  in  the  Yinitza 
District  Court  was  persecuted  because  he  refused  to 
divulge  to  an  official  the  names  of  certain  Judges 
who  had  expressed  themselves  in  camera  in  favour 
of  the  acquittal  of  a  prisoner. 

A  Whole   Bench  Prosecuted. 

An  entire  Bench  was  prosecuted  because,  before 
convicting  an  accused  person,  it  decided  to  inquire 
into  his  mental  condition,  which  was  declared  by  all 
the  expert  doctors  to  be  abnormal.  The  Presidents 
of  the  District  Courts  in  their  turn  bring  similar 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Judges  under  them.  Thus 
the  President  of  the  Tiflis  District  Court  issued  a 
warning  to  the  Judges  of  the  district  that  any  of 
them  who  granted  an  acquittal  that  was  subsequently 
disapproved  by  the  District  Court  would  be  pro- 
ceeded against  with  the  utmost  rigour.  Two  Judges 
of  the  Novotcherkask  Court  were  dismissed  for 
admitting  evidence  displeasing  to  the  Governor.  The 
President  of  the  Ekaterinoslav  Court  was  proceeded 
against  for  giving  judgment  in  favour  of  the  acquittal 
of  an  accused  person,  and  many  similar  cases  could 
be  quoted. 

Under  such  conditions  acquittals  have  become 
extremely  rare,  and  severe  sentences  are  commonly 
passed  upon  innocent  persons.  Magistrates,  in  order 
to  win  the  favour  of  their  superiors,  do  not  shrink 
from  fabricating  documents  which  are  used  as 
material  for  the  prosecution  ;  and  such  zeal  is  always 
encouraged.  In  the  famous  Armenian  case,  for 
instance,  one  of  the  military  courts  came  to  the  con- 
clusion and  officially  declared  that  the  examining 
magistrate  Lyjin  had  concocted  false  evidence 
against  the  accused.  The  consequence  was  that  the 
Minister  of  Justice  transferred  Lyjin  to  a  higher 
rank,  appointing  him  member  of  the  District  Court. 
Ministerial  Cynicism. 

To  what  a  pitch  of  cynicism  the  Administration 
has  carried  its  proceedings  in  this  respect  may  be 
judged  from  the  following  incident.  When  in  the 
Duma  the  complete  degradation  of  the  Judiciary  was 
demonstrated,  and  it  was  pointed  out  that  Lvjin  had 
committed  nearly  fort}'  falsifications  in  a  single  trial, 
and  that  in  another  lawsuit  documents  which  com- 
promised a  relative  of  the  Minister  of  War  had  been 
stolen,  the  Minister  of  Justice  replied  that  all  these 
documents  were  of  no  great  importance,  and  that 
therefore  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  discuss  the 
subject.  The  real  importance  of  the  documents 
fabricated  by  Lyjin  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that 
one  of  the  accused  was  charged  with  an  attempt  at 
assassination  on  the  strength  of  one  of  these  docu- 
ments, and  was  only  acquitted  through  the  discovery 
of  the  fraud. 

It  was  not  sufficient,  however,  that  the  Judges 
should  be  transformed  into  obedient  tools  of  the 
Administration.  It  was  alsD  thought  desirable  that 
the  advocates  should  not  act  against  the  interests  of 
the  Govei  nment.  A  campaign  of  prosecution  was 
accordingly  directed  against  barristers  for  speeches 
delivered  in  the  courts.  Advocate  Patek  was  prose- 
cuted for  making  in  the  course  of  an  address  to  the 
judges  the  observation  :  "The  material  of  the  pro- 
secution at  your  disposal  certainly  does  not  allow 
you  to  pass  a  death  sentence,  and  the  state  of  tran- 
quillity prevailing  in  the  country  cannot  induce  you 
to  do  so."  Advocate  Kerensky  was  deprived  of  the 
right  to  defend  his  client  for  remarking  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  court  :  "  My  view  is  just  the  opposite." 
When  the  Bar  Council  adopted  a  resolution  declaring 
that  Advocate  Kerensky  had  done  his  duty,  the  whole 
body  was  subjected  to  prosecution. 

Such  is  the  manner  in  which  the  Administration 
has  "reformed"  the  Judiciary. 

*  The  previous  articlo  appeared  on  May  14th. 
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NOTES. 


Education  in  Extremis. 

Having  censured  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior 
and  trounced  the  Ministry  of  Justice,  the  Duma 
devoted  itself  last  week  to  examining  the  evil 
record  of  the  Education  Department.  The 
expenditure  devoted  to  cultural  purposes  is 
deplorably  small,  but  that  is  by  no  means  the 
worst  handicap  with  which  education  in  Russia 
has  to  contend.  The  great  and  abiding  evil  is  that 
under  M.  Kasso  the  interests  of  the  schools  and 
the  universities  have  been  subordinated  to  those 
of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  the  police. 
We  have  enlarged  upon  this  subject  before,  and 
have  described  the  ruin  of  such  universities  as 
those  of  Odessa  and  Kiev,  many  of  whose  world- 
famous  professors  have  been  dismissed  in  the 
most  arbitrary  fashion  while  their  places  have 
been  taken  by  servile  and  unqualified  nominees 
of  the  Administration.  The  characteristics  of 
these  professors  of  the  "  accommodating  "  type 
were  sketched  in  the  Duma  by  M.  Ivanoff,  who 
pointed  his  denunciation  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  degrade  Russian  scholarship  in  the  eyes  of 
Europe  by  a  reference  to  the  *'  ritual  "  charge  and 
its  academic  supporters  ;  he  also  gave  a  telling 
description  of  the  rigime  existing  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Kiev,  which  resembles  a  police-station 
outside  and  an  armed  citadel  within.  The  spokes- 
man of  the  Mussulman  group  made  a  notable 
speech  in  which  he  showed  how  the  control  of  the 
schools  was  employed  as  a  weapon  of  persecution 
against  the  non-Russian  nationalities,  and  the 
same  bitter  complaint  was  voiced  on  behalf  of 
the  Poles.  Altogether  the  department  of  Educa- 
tion presents  a  picture  of  ruin  and  oppression  in 
which  one  fails  to  discover  any  redeeming  fea- 
tures, and  M.  Kasso  is  therefore  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  the  thoroughness  with  which  he  advances 
the  cause  of  Reaction. 


Another  Vote  of  Censure. 

The  Education  debate,  like  that  on  the  Ministry 
of  the  Interior,  concluded  with  the  passage  of  a  reso- 
lution, moved  from  the  Octobrist  benches,  which 
amounted  to  a  vote  of  censure.  Not  only  did  it 
affirm  the  urgent  necessityof  educationalrefoi-mof 
a  radical  character,  but  it  practically  charged  the 
Ministry  with  opposing  the  cultural  interests  of 
the  country  from  mere  party  spite.  These  two 
condemnatory  resolutions,  passed  within  a.  few 
days  of  one  another,  have  undoubtedly  had  the  | 
effect,  of  making-  the  Government  extremely  dis- 
satisfied with  the  Duma — a  feeling  which  the 
recent  violent  outburst  of  the  Extreme  Rio-ht 
deputy,  M  Markoff,  against  the  Administration 
has  served  to  make  especially  marked.  It  may 
be  that  M.  Markoff s  "insult"  is  merel}'  being- 
used  as  a  peg  on  which  to  hang  Ministerial 
resentment  against  the  recalcitrant  Duma 
majority  ;  otherwise  why,  instead  of  boycotting 
the  assembly,  does  not  the  Government  prosecute 
M.  Markoff  for  his  accusations  of  theft,  in  accord- 
ance with  its  own  decision  that  deputies  are 
answerable  to  the  law  for  their  speeches  in  the 
Duma  ?  As  to  the  attitude  which  M.  Kokovt- 
soff  intends  to  adopt  in  face  of  the  consistent 
hostility  his  Administration  encounters  in  the 
Duma,  we  are  still  in  the  dark.  Dissolution,  as 
•we  pointed  out  last  week,  would  be  worse  than 


useless  without  a  further  restriction  of  the  fran- 
chise, and  the  Premier  is  not  strong  enough  to 
carry  out  such  a  coup ;  while  the  transformation 
of  the  Duma  into  a  merely  consultative  body, 
as  the  Extreme  Reactionaries  demand,  would 
alienate  sympathy  abroad,  and  the  disturbances 
such  a  step  would  occasion  in  Russia  itself  would 
have  the  very  serious  effect  of  closing  the  foreign 
money  market  to  Russian  applications.  It  is 
likely,  therefore,  that  M.  Kokovtsoff  will  take 
the  Duma's  attacks  "  lying  down  ;"  but  sooner  or 
later  the  effect  of  these  votes  of  censure  will 
make  itself  felt  in  the  country. 


The  Government's  "  Strike." 

M.  Sazonoffs  illness,  which  prevented  him 
from  making  his  statement  on  foreign  policy 
before  the  Duma,  is  probably  of  the  diplomatic 
variety,  and  connected  with  the  Government  boy- 
cott of  the  Legislature.  This  "strike,"  which  has 
served  M.  Kasso  well  by  providing  him  with  an 
excuse  for  not  replying  to  the  overwhelming 
attack  on  the  Ministry  of  Education,  is  now 
found  to  have  its  inconvenient  side  for  Ministers. 
In  view  of  the  recent  developments  in  the  Balkans, 
the  Government  was  really  anxious  that  the 
Foreign  Minister's  statement  should  be  made — 
not  so  much  for  the  benefit  of  the  Duma  or  even 
of  the  Russian  public,  but  with  the  object  of  pro- 
ducing the  desired  effect  abroad.  The  prolonga- 
tion of  the  differences  between  the  Government 
and  the  Duma,  however,  caused  by  M. 
Rodzianko's  firm  refusal  to  humiliate  the 
assembly  in  the  terms  of  the  motion  insisted  on 
by  the  Cabinet,  rendered  that  impossible,  with 
the  result  that  the  Government  now  realises  that 
it  is  itself  the  chief  sufferer  from  its  high- 
handed action.  This  consideration  is  likely  to 
induce  M.  Kokovtsoff  and  his  colleagues  to  be 
satisfied  with  a  repudiation  of  M.  Markoff's 
antics  by  the  Duma  in  terms  more  consonant 
with  the  dignity  of  the  House  than  were  those 
suggested  by  the  Government.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  Cabinet's  uncompromising  atti- 
tude is  deprecated  by  the  entire  Russian  Press 
with  the  exception  of  the  organ  of  M.  Markoff's 
ow  n  party,  the  ZeimcJiina,  which  is  delighted  at 
anj-  crisis  in  the  system  of  popular  representa- 
tion. With  the  object  of  rendering  the  present 
difficulties  still  more  acute  the  irreconcilables  of 
the  Right  are  urging  M.  Markoff  to  announce  in 
the  Duma  that,  in  order  to  end  the  deadlock,  he 
withdraws  his  remark  that  "  theft  cannot  be  tole- 
rated "  and  substitutes  the  declaration  that 
"  henceforth  everyone  is  welcome  to  thieve." 
AVhich  in  reality,  as  several  members  of 
M.  Markoff's  party  know  only  too  well,  would  be 
no  grave  misstatement  of  the  conditions  actually 
prevailing  in  several  State  departments. 


The  "  Ritual  "  Charge. 

If  the  statement  made  by  the  Retch  is  correct, 
it  would  seem  that  Advocate  Shmakoff  and  the 
other  "  Real  Russians,"  whose  original  leader, 
Dr.  Dubrovin,  is  said  to  have  partially  regained 
his  influence,  were  wrong  in  suspecting  the 
authorities  of  any  reluctance  to  adopt  the 
"  ritual  murder "  theory  in  regard  to  the 
Yuschinsky  case.  According  to  the  Kiev  corre- 
spondent of  that  paper,  the  official  act  of  indict- 
ment, whose  terms  have  not  been  made  public, 
expresshy  charges  Beilis,  in  co-operation  with 
other  unknown  persons,  with  having  tortured  and 
killed  Yuschinsky  "  from  motives  of  religious 
I  fanaticism  and  for  ritual  purposes,"  and  with 
having  drained  all  the  blood  from  his  body.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  the  leading  English, 
French,  and  German  medico-legal  experts  who 
examined  the  official  post-mortem  reports  were 
unanimous  in  declaring  emphatically  that  the 
victim  of  the  murder  could  not  possibly  have 
been  tortured,  and  that  there  was  little  loss  of 
blood.  But  the  Russian  authorities  are  quite 
capable  of  ignoring  the  clearest  facts  of  the  case, 
and  of  distorting  such  evidence  as  they  have  not 
expressly  manufactured  for  the  purpose  of 
making  it  fit  in  with  their  preconceived  notion 
of  a  "  ritual  murder."  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  Beilis  is  now  in  the  gravest  peril. 
According  to  present  appearances  it  is  by  no 
means  improbable  that  the  trial  will  be  held 
behind  closed  doors  and  without  a  jury,  and 
under  these  conditions  his  condemnation  may  be 


regarded  as  a  foregone  conclusion.  We  await 
the  next  developments  of  this  terrible  case  with 
the  deepest  apprehension. 

A  Striking  Precedent. 

In  connection  with  the  striking  action  of  the 
President  and  Reporter  of  the  Kiev  Chamber  of 
Indictments  in  disagreeing  with  the  majority  of 
their  colleagues,  who  confirmed  the  terms  of  the 
official  charge  against  Beilis,  it  is  recalled  that 
only  once  before  since  the  establishment,  forty 
years  ago,  of  the  present  judicial  system  has 
such  a  divergence  of  views  been  manifested  in 
the  judicial  district  of  Kiev.  Moreover,  never 
before,  in  the  experience  of  any  judicial  district 
of  the  Russian  Empire,  has  there  been  such  a 
minority  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  President 
and  Reporter  in  favour  of  the  discharge  of  an 
accused  person.  To  estimate  the  force  of  what 
has  taken  place  in  the  Kiev  Chamber  it  should 
be  understood  that  the  Presiding  and  Reporting 
Judges  alone  had  studied  the  whole  material  of 
the  magisterial  inquiries  and  read  the  original 
documents  through,  whereas  their  colleagues' 
acquaintance  with  the  case  was  limited  to  what 
they  learnt  from  the  Reporter  in  the  course  of 
the  sitting.  Thus  the  two  Judges  who  have 
the  most  intimate  knowledge  of  the  affair,  who 
were  appointed  especially  to  scrutinise  the  official 
indictment,  and  who  were  supposed  to  be  chiefly 
and  directly  responsible  for  the  decision  of  the 
Chamber  with  regard  thereto,  have  declared  their 
inability  to  find  in  the  material  gathered  by  the 
prosecution  the  slightest  support  for  the  charge. 
In  any  other  case  the  other  Judges  would  natu- 
ralby  have  followed  the  lead  of  the  President 
and  the  Reporter,  whose  function,  as  laid  down 
by  the  law,  is  to  guide  the  Court.  But,  as  M. 
Levin  observes  in  the  Botch,  the  Beilis  case  forms 
an  exception  even  in  the  annals  of  "  ritual " 
charges.  Evidently  the  majority  who  supported 
the  official  charge  were  so  stricken  with  fear  at 
the  thought  of  offending  the  Ministry  of  Justice 
that  they  did  not  hesitate  to  throw  every  pre- 
cedent overboard  and  to  do  violence  to  their  con- 
victions, preferring  to  leave  to  a  court  of  law  the 
responsibility  of  acquitting  Beilis  if  it  will. 

A  Heresy  Hunt. 

The  Christian  love  and  brotherliness  incul- 
cated by  the  Holy  Synod  are  well  illustrated  in 
an  article  by  the  St.  Petersburg  correspondent 
of  the  Times  which  appeared  in  that  journal 
last  Thursday.  The  peace  of  Mount  Athos,  the 
home  of  many  famous  Orthodox  monasteries, 
has  been  destroyed  by  the  barbarities  of  a 
heresy  hunt  which  the  Synod  has  been  pursuing 
with  unexampled  vigour.  The  cause  of  the 
strife,  it  appears,  was  the  denial  by  Archbishop 
Anthony  of  Volinsk  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
divinity  of  the  Name  of  God,  which  some  years 
ago  was  established  in  a  book  issued  from  the 
special  press  of  the  Holy  Synod.  This  denial 
was  resented  by  the  monks  of  Mount  Athos, 
who,  after  remonstrating  in  vain  with  the 
Archbishop,  applied  to  the  Holy  Synod  for  a 
refutation  of  his  views.  But  the  Synod  sup- 
ported the  Archbishop,  and  answered  the  monks' 
petition  by  initiating  a  campaign  of  brutal 
oppression.  Bitter  feuds  were  fostered  within 
the  monasteries.  In  the  words  of  Brother 
Anthony,  of  St.  Andrew's  Monastery,  "  battles 
were  fought,  and,  sad  to  relate,  there  were 
many  blows  and  bruises."  On  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  authorities  in  St.  Petersburg 
the  monks  were  forbidden  to  receive  letters, 
the  monasteries  were  placed  in  a  state  of  siege, 
and  provisions  were  cut  off,  with  the  result  that 
"  the  brothers  have  begun  to  feel  the  pinch  of 
hunger."  One  monk  who  was  sent  to  Odessa 
with  a  large  sum  of  money  to  arrange  for  a 
food  supply  by  steamer  was  arrested  and  sent 
back  "  without  br  ead  and  without  money."  As  for 
the  Archbishop,  he  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that 
"  three  regiments  of  soldiers  should  be  sent  to 
handcuff  the  rascals,"  and  an  official  of  the  Holy 
Synod  has  declared  in  an  interview  that  "  the 
Archbishop  is  right  in  thinking  that  the  strongest 
measures  must  be  taken."  Such  is  the  fate 
meted  out  by  the  heads  of  the  Christian  Church 
in  Russia  to  simple-minded  monks  who  are 
heretical  enough  not  to  follow  the  Synod  authori- 
ties in  all  their  tortuous  manipulations  of 
doctrine. 
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"  BLACK    HUNDRED "  TACTICS. 

Curious    Revelations  in     a  Reactionary 
Journal. 

Writing  in  the  Russkoe  Znatnya,  the  organ  of  Dr. 
Dubrovin's  foundation,  the  original  Union  of  the 
Russian  People,  Mme.  Shabelskaya  makes  some 
interesting  revelations  of  the  "stage-managing" 
tactics  employed  by  Dr.  Dubroviirs  "  Real  Russian  " 
rivals — MM.  Purishkevitch,  Markoff  junior,  and 
others  of  the  same  branch  of  the  Union. 

When  the  "  Unionists"  who  had  gathered  in  the 
capital  on  the  occasion  of  the  Romanoff  Tercen- 
tenary were  granted  leave  to  visit  the  Imperial 
Palace,  Deputies  Markoff  and  Purishkevitch,  Senator 
Rimsky-  Korsakoff,  and  Count  Konovnitsin  were 
anxious  to  prove  to  the  somewhat  distrustful  Govern- 
ment officials  the  great  inlluence  they  wielded  over 
the  "  Black  Hundred"  fraternity. 

Accordingly,  in  the  absence  of  any  adherents  of 
their  own,  they  endeavoured  to  get  hold  of  the 
Volhynians  who  had  arrived  with  Archimandrite 
Yitalius  as  an  escort  for  the  holy  icon  brought  to  St. 
Petersburg  from  the  Monastery  of  Potchayev.  But 
as  soon  as  the  Volhynians  discovered  what  was  the 
particular  brand  of  "  Unionists  "  they  were  invited  to 
join,  they  gave  a  wide  berth  to  M.  Markoff  and  his 
headquarters. 

The  latter  and  his  colleagues  then  started  to  enlist 
people  who  were  willing  to  figure  as  "  Unionists " 
for  a  couple  of  hours,  enticing  them  by  the  promise 
of  a  sight  of  his  Imperial  Majesty.  Under  such 
conditions  the  recruiting  of  dummies  went  on  splen- 
didly, and  a  member  of  their  committee  even 
managed  to  do  a  brisk  business  in  selling  entrance- 
tickets  to  the  palace.  The  crowd  thus  collected  was 
placed  on  either  side  of  the  route  along  which  the 
Imperial  procession  passed,  while  the  committee- 
men present  vouched  to  the  officials  for  every 
ticket-holder  who  entered,  although  they  were 
ignorant  of  their  very  names. 

Madame  Shabelskaya  concludes  her  revelations  by 
praising  the  Deity  for  having  guarded  His  anointed 
against  the  participators  in  this  criminal  and  indecent 
comedy,  which  had  placed  the  officers  of  the  Court 
in  a  false  position,  and  had  humiliated  the  Metro- 
politan, who  had  been  made  to  appear  as  the  patron 
of  the  riff-raff  of  St.  Petersburg. 


SUPPRESSING   THE  PRESS. 


The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  has  fined  the  editor 
of  the  hutch  500  roubles,  with  the  alternative  of  three 
months'  imprisonment,  for  the  publication  of  an 
article  entitled  "  Justice." 

A  prosecution  under  Article  129  of  the  Penal  Code 
has  been  instituted  against  the  same  editor  for  an 
article  entitled  "  A  Characteristic  Crime." 

The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  has  sentenced  the 
editor  of  the  Vetcherneye  Vremya,  M.  Suvorin,  to  a 
fine  of  500  roubles,  or  three  months'  imprisonment, 
for  publishing  an  article  headed  "  Day  by  Day." 
The  Vetcherneye  Vremya  is  an  evening  paper  under 
the  same  control  as  the  Noroe  Vremya. 

The  High  Court  of  Moscow  has  ordered  the 
destruction  of  a  pamphlet  entitled  The  Movement  of 
Public  Ideas  in  Russia,  by  the  late  Alexander  Her/.en. 
The  pamphlet  was  originally  published  in  French, 
and  a  Russian  translation  which  appeared  in  Moscow 
in  1907  was  confiscated  at  the  time. 

The  same  fate  has  overtaken  the  Russian  version 
of  the  pamphlet  The  Modern  Proletariat,  by  P. 
Kampfmeyer. 

The  Moscow  District  Court  has  further  ordered 
the  destruction  of  various  other  publications,  includ- 
ing No.  2  of  the  htontcheskaya  Biblioteka  (Historical 
Library)  and  special  numbers  of  newspapers  which 
had  been  previously  been  confiscated — viz.,  the 
Bogorodskaya  Retch,  Studcntcheskoyc  Delo,  and  Vcll- 
chernia  Izvyeslia. 

The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  has  fined  the  editor 
of  the  Retch  500  roubles,  or  three  monihs'  imprison- 
ment in  default,  for  the  publication  of  an  article 
entitled,  "  Our  Liberty  of  Conscience." 


THE    LENA  MASSACRE. 

Official  Statement  on  the  Report  of  the 
Inquiry. 

An  official  communication  has  been  issued  on 
Senator  Manukhin's  report  of  his  inquiry  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  strike  that  broke  out  on  the 
Lena  goldficlds  in  March,  1912. 

In  its  reference  to  the  massacre  the  communica- 
tion states  that  Captain  Treschenkoff  was  guilty 
first  of  inaction  by  his  omission  to  prevent  the 
miner-  from  approaching  the  troops,  and  subse- 
quently of  exceeding  his  powers  by  ordering  the 
commander  of  the  troops  to  stop  the  crowd  at  a 
mom  .nt  when  it  was  tantamount  to  an  order  to  fire. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

"Ritual"  Motive  Said  to   he  Emphasised 
in  the  Official  Charge. 

According  to  a  telegram  received  by  the  Retch 
from  its  Kiev  correspondent,  the  official  indictment 
against  Beilis  does  not  merely  insinuate  but  expli- 
citly attributes  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky  to  "ritual  " 
motives.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  document,  it  is 
said,  the  charge  is  formulated  in  the  following 
words  : — 

"  Beilis  is  charged  with  having,  after  preconcerted 
agreement  with  other  persons,  as  yet  undiscovered, 
from  motives  of  religious  fanaticism  and  for  ritual 
purposes,  deliberately  seized  Yuschinsky,  who  was 
playing  with  other  children  on  the  factory  grounds, 
and  dragged  him  into  the  factory  premises.  The 
accomplices  then  tied  Yuschinsky's  hands,  gagged 
his  mouth,  and  killed  him  by  inflicting  with  a  sharp 
instrument  forty-seven  wounds  on  his  head,  neck, 
and  body,  thus  causing  injuries  accompanied  by 
prolonged  acute  sufferings,  and  producing  a  total 
exhaustion  of  the  blood." 

Beilis  in  Court. 

On  the  19th  inst.  Beilis  was  brought  under  a  strong 
escort,  accompanied  by  the  Assistant-Governor  of 
the  Prison,  to  the  Kiev  District  Court,  where  the  act 
of  indictment  was  handed  to  him  by  Judge  Vigur. 
The  appearance  of  Beilis,  who  wore  prison  garb,  had 
attracted  an  enormous  crowd.  Advocates  Grigoro- 
vitch-Barsky  andMirgolin  were  present  in  court; 
but  when  Beilis  desired  to  hand  over  the  official 
copies  of  the  indictment  to  his  counsel,  Judge  Yigur 
objected  on  the  ground  that  this  would  be  clone  in 
the  prison.  When,  however,  one  of  the  advocates 
went  to  the  prison  for  that  purpose,  the  prison 
authorities  declined  to  hand  over  to  him  the  copy  of 
the  indictment  on  the  ground  that  they  had  received 
no  authorisation  from  the  Public  Prosecutor  for  such 
a  step. 

The  Evidence  for  the  Prosecution. 

The  indictment  is  generally  based  on  the  original 
and  the  supplementary  inquiries;  on  the  description 
of  the  cave  where  the  body  was  discovered  ;  on  the 
medical  reports  of  MM.  Obolensky  and  Tufanoff, 
to  which  is  added  that  of  M.  Kossoroloff,  to  the  effect 
that  the  injuries  were  inflicted  for  the  purpose  of 
extracting  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  blood  ; 
on  the  evidence  of  F^.f.  Sikorsky  and  that  of  the 
Priest  Pranaytis,  who  cites  as  his  authority  a  Greek 
work  by  the  monk  Neophite  ;  on  the  depositions  of 
the  lamplighter  Shakhovsky  and  his  wife,  although 
Shakhovsky  subsequently  retracted  his  original 
deposition  ;  and  on  the  evidence  of  Tcheberyak's 
daughter,  a  girl  of  ten,  given  by  her  two  years  after 
the  murder,  to  the  effect  that  Beilis  had  seized 
Yuschinsky  from  among  the  children  he  had  been 
playing  with — a  statement  which  was  denied,  how- 
ever, by  the  children  referred  to  in  Tcheberyak's 
depositions. 

The  expert  witnesses  cited  for  the  prosecution 
are  Profs.  Sikorsky,  Tufanoff,  and  Kossorotoff,  and 
the  priest  Pranaytis. 

Beilis's  Defenders. 

Advocates  Margolin  and  Grigorovitch-Barsky,  who 
have  been  made  the  subject  of  various  vexatious 
charges  on  the  part  of  the  Kiev  Public  Prosecutions 
Office,  have  both  renounced  their  intention  of 
appearing  in  court  as  counsel  for  Beilis,  though 
Advocate  Margolin,  who  has  the  case,  with  all  its 
imported  intricacies,  at  his  fingers'  ends,  is  sure  to  be 
cited  by  the  defence  as  a  valuable  witness. 

Beilis  will  be  actually  represented  by  Advocate 
O.  O.  Grusenberg,  assisted  by  Advocates  Karabt- 
chevsky  and  Zarudny,  all  three  of  whom  are  members 
of  the  St.  Petersburg  Bar. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Ritsskaya  Molva  has  been 
informed  by  a  high  judicial  dignitary  of  Kiev  that 
the  date  of  the  trial  of  Beilis  would  be  fixed  by  the 
Minister  of  Justice. 

Advocate  Zamyslovsky,  the  leader  of  the  Right  in 
the  Duma,  together  with  the  "Black  Hundred" 
champions,  Advocates  Bulazel  and  Shmakoff,  will 
appear  against  Beilis  for  Yuschinsky's  relatives  as 
civil  parties  in  the  case.  M.  Zamyslovsky  told  the 
representative  of  the  (lotos  Moskvy  that  he  was 
leaving  for  Kiev  in  order  to  study  the  details  of  the 
case,  which  would  be  taken  at  the  beginning  of 
August.  He  denied  that  the  Right  were  anxious  to 
obtain  a  change  of  venue,  as  they  were  chiefly  con- 
centrating their  endeavours  upon  discrediting  the 
depositions  of  M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky  which  had 
been  incorporated  in  the  act  of  indictment. 


The  Senate,  which  is  the  sole  authority  and  medium 
for  the  promulgation  of  laws  and  enactments,  has 
refused  the  publication  of  the  new  Statutes  of  the 
Military  Medical  Academy,  on  the  ground  that  they 
have  been  issued  in  an  irregular  manner,  and  even 
enforced  before  being  communicated  to  the  Senate. 


A      ZEALOUS  GOVERNOR 

Repressive  Activity  of  Count  Muravieff  s 
Successor. 

The  new  Governor  of  Poltava,  M.  Bagovut,  seems 
determined  to  follow  closely  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
predecessor,  Count  Muravieff,  whose  name  has 
become  a  byword  for  repression. 

As  befits  an  administrator  under  the  present  regime, 
he  has  already  made  the  inhabitants  of  Krementchug 
feel  the  heaviness  of  his  hand.  His  first  step  was  to 
order  the  immediate  cessation  of  such  a  "scandal  " 
as  theatrical  performances  given  in  Yiddish  bv  a 
dramatic  company.  He  commanded  the  manager 
to  stop  the  performances  at  once,  while  the  company 
itself  had  to  disperse,  suffering  considerable  financial 
loss. 

His  next  act  was  to  treat  the  local  Anti-Consump- 
tion League  as  a  revolutionary  organisation,  forbid- 
ding the  sale  of  its  emblem,  the  White  Flower,  for 
the  benefit  of  its  funds. 

As  there  remained  little  at  home  that  had  not 
already  been  forbidden  or  suppre-sed,  the  zealous 
Governor  then  turned  his  attention  to  foreign  trade, 
and  sent  the  Town  Council  Executives  a  circular 
instructing  them  to  order  everything  at  home,  a  id 
not  from  foreign  manufacturers.  It  seems,  however, 
that  this  ultra-Xationalist  Governor  is  willing  under 
certain  conditions  to  relax  the  severity  of  his  attitude 
towards  imports,  since  he  adds  the  saving  clause  that, 
if  the  articles  required  are  to  be  purchased  abroad, 
his  permission  must  be  obtained. 


RUSSIA   AND   THE  U.S.A. 


In  view  of  the  negotiations  for  the  revision  of  the 
Russo-German  Treaty  of  Commerce,  which  has  been- 
in  operation  since  1904,  a  representative  of  the  Novoc 
Vremya  has  had  an  inverview  with  Count  Witte,  who 
was  responsible  both  for  the  treaty  of  1904  and  for 
the  first  Russian  Commercial  Treaty  with  the  German 
Empire  in  1894. 

Count  Witte  stated  that  the  chief  motives  which 
had  determined  in  advance  the  nature  of  the  treaties 
of  1894  ?nd  1904  were  political  and  not  economic. 
Political  considerations  might  be  said  to  play  a  pre- 
dominant part  in  commercial  treaties,  and,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  even  in  the  trade  relations  of  States 
in  general.  By  way  of  illustration,  Count  Witte 
pointed  to  Russia's  commercial  treaty  and  trade  rela- 
tions with  the  United  States,  whose  present  unfavour- 
able condition  had  to  be  attributed  not  to  economic 
but  to  political  motives,  connected  with  the  Jewish 
question. 


THE   STRUGGLE   IN  FINLAND. 

Fearing  complications  at  the  close  of  the  session  of 
the  Finnish  Diet,  Governor-General  Seyn  has  recom- 
mended certain  precautions  to  the  Council  of 
Ministers.  The  Governor-General  is  afraid  that  the 
"  Talman,"  or  Speaker  of  the  Diet,  may  not  confine 
himself  to  the  customary  expression  of  loyal  senti- 
ments, but  may  indulge  in  a  political  speech.  He 
therefore  considers  it  necessary  that  the  person  read- 
ing out  the  Imperial  Ukase  announcing  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Diet  should  be  authorised  to  give  an 
immediate  reply  in  case  the  "  Talman  "  should  touch- 
on  general  topics  of  a  political  nature.  As  soon  as 
the  "  Talman  V  speech  is  interpreted  into  Russian, 
the  Governor-General  should  point  out  to  him  the 
unlawful  character  of  such  utterances,  with  the 
intimation  that  its  text  would  not  even  be  brought 
under  the  Tsar's  notice.  After  such  a  declaration 
the  Governor-General  should  recite  the  order  for  the 
dissolution  of  the  Diet. 

The  Council  of  Ministers  is  reported  to  have  given 
its  approbation  to  these  suggestions. 


SECOND    DUMA  ECHO. 

Charge  Against  a   Former  Deputy. 

The  Lettish  paper  Asimtenes  Velsiesis,  of  Riga,  and 
the  Rigas  Avise  have  published  charges  against  a 
former  deputy  of  the  second  Duma,  M.  Ozol,  whom 
they  describe  as  having  been  in  the  service  of  the 
Okhrana.  Should  the  charge  prove  to  be  well  founded, 
it  would  go  a  long  way  towards  clearing  up  the  mystery 
of  the  man<i.-uvre  employed  for  dissolving  the  second 
Duma.  It  may  be  remembered  that  it  was  at  M. 
Ozol's  residence  that  the  Government  claimed  to 
have  found  the  compromising  documents  for  which 
his  colleagues  were  sent  to  penal  servitude. 


The  present  Governor  of  Moscow,  Count  L.  X. 
Muravieff,  is  to  receive  the  post  of  third  Assistant  to 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  Count  Muravieff  is  to 
be  succeeded  in  the  governorship  of  Moscow  by  the 
present  Governor  of  Kostroma,  M.  Stremukhin,  who 
is  Master  of  the  Hounds  at  the  Imperial  Court. 
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THE    YELLOW  TICKET. 


The  Chief  Rabbi  does  not  appear  to  have 
chosen  the  most  appropriate  moment  for  his 
denunciation  of  the  part  played  by  the  Russian 
Government  in  the  White  Slave  Traffic.  That 
is  a  pity,  because  the  statements  he  made  at  the 
recent  International  Congress,  as  reported  in  our 
last  issue,  are  of  extreme  gravity,  and  call  for 
investigation  unprejudiced  by  the  annoyance 
which  the  circumstances  attending  their  utter- 
ance have  evoked.  We  hope,  nevertheless,  that 
the  most  careful  attention  will  be  given  to  the 
facts  thus  brought  to  light — facts  which  are  by 
no  means  new  to  our  readers,  but  which  must 
have  come  as  a  profound  shock  to  the  general 
public.  What  Dr.  Hertz  did  was  to  quote  from 
Professor  Miliukoff  s  recent  speech  in  the  Duma 
in  which  he  dwelt  upon  the  awful  position  of 
Jewish  women  students  and  others  in  Russia 
who  wished  to  pursue  their  labours  outside  the 
Pale  of  Settlement.  The  appalling  system  which 
for  many  years  has  been  prevailing  in  Russia  is 
well  summed  up  by  Professor  Dicey  in  his  Intro- 
duction to  The  Legal  Sufferings  of  the  Jews  in 
Russia  :  — 

"Jewish  prostitutes  are  the  only  class  to  whom 
the  whole  Empire  is  open.  Jewish  girls,  it  is  said, 
have  been  driven  to  accept  this  hideous  privilegein 
order  to  acquire  the  domiciliary  freedom  neces- 
sary to  their  career  as  teachers  or  students,  and 
have  taken  the  'yellow  ticket,'  which  is  the 
badge  of  degradation,  and  Jewish  girls  have 
been  cynically  banished  on  the  formal  ground 
that,  instead  of  abandoning  themselves  to  vice 
they  were  making  a  living  by  teaching  or  by 
attendance  at  lectures." 

This  is  the  terrible  state  of  affairs  to  which  Pro- 
fessor Miliukoff,  the  most  distinguished  Liberal 
politician  in  Russia,  drew  attention  in  the 
Duma.  It  was  stated  at  the  White  Slave  Con- 
gress, and  repeated  in  the  Times  by  a  Russian 
delegate  from  the  Ministry  of  Justice,  that  Pro- 
fessor Miliukoff's  statements  were  contradicted 
at  the  time  in  the  course  of  the  Duma  debate. 
That,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  is 
untrue — as  far,  at  any  rate,  as  the  spokesman  of 
the  Government  is  concerned.  The  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  the  Estimates  of  whose  Department 
were  being  discussed,  took  no  part  in  the  debate, 
and  the  minor  official  who  was  put  up  to  reply 
to  the  criticisms  paid  no  attention  whatever  to 
this  particular  charge,  and  indeed  took  practi- 
cally no  notice  of  any  of  the  important  charges 
levelled  against  the  Ministry. 

The  truth  is  that  the  facts  are  most  notorious, 
and  could  scarcely  be  contradicted  in  Russia, 
however  well  a  denial  may  serve  abroad.  So 
notorious  are  they  that  the  gifted  writer  who  is 
known  under  the  pseudonym  of  "  Hershon-ben- 
Hershon  "  has  made  it  the  theme  of  one  of  his 
longest  and  best-known  stories.  Instances  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  system  works  are  to  be 
found  in  nearly  every  work  of  importance  that 
deals  with  the  position  of  the  Jews  in  Russia. 
Professor  Leo  Errera,  in  The  Russian  Jews, 
says  :  —  "  The  right  of  residence  in  every  city  of 
Russia  is  granted  to  prostitutes,  who  are  pro- 
vided with  a  yellow  card  for  this  purpose.  This 
infamous  passport  has  more  than  once  been  soli- 
cited by  respectable  Jewesses  desirous  of  being 
enabled  to  penetrate  into  certain  great  cities  in 
which  they  are  not  permitted  to  dwell."  And  lie 
quotes  from  M.  Leroy-Beanlieu  the  well-known 
case  of  a  young  Jewess  who  went  to  Moscow  to 
learn  shorthand,  who  demanded  and  obtained 
the  "  yellow  ticket,"  and  who  was  expelled  after 
a  time  by  the  police  because  they  discovered  that 
she  was  not  following  her  assumed  trade.  Mr. 
Harold  Frederic,  in  The  New  E.codus,  relates  that 
one  evening  he  was  with  a  Russian  friend  in  the 


Arcadia  Gardens  in  St.  Petersburg.  "  I  called 
my  companion's  attention  to  a  young  man 
walking  with  a  girl  who  seemed  to  be  his  sister, 
and  asked  if  they  did  not  look  like  Jews.  '  The 
girl  may  be,'  was  the  reply.  '  If  she  is  a  regis- 
tered prostitute  nobodv  will  object  to  her  as  a 
Jewess.  But  the  mail  would  only  dare  come 
here  in  case  he  had  been  baptised.'  "  Finally  we 
may  cite  a  case  reported  by  the  American  Com- 
missioners of  Immigration  who  some  years  ago 
were  appointed  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  immigration 
into  that  country.  Two  of  these  Commissioners, 
Messrs.  Weber  and  Kempster,  spent  a  consider- 
able time  in  Russia,  and  among  the  many 
instances  of  Jewish  persecution  they  report  is 
the  case  of  a  young  girl  named  Molka  Chalpin. 
She  had  been  working  as  a  seamstress  in  Moscow 
for  two  or  three  years,  and  out  of  her  earnings 
she  was  able  to  assist  her  mother,  who  lived  in 
the  Pale.  When  the  measures  of  repression 
against  the  Jews  became  increasingly  severe  she 
continued  to  reside  in  Moscow  secretly,  but  at  last 
her  friends  found  it  impossible  to  continue  to 
harbour  her,  and  she  vas  confronted  with  the 
alternative  of  applying  for  a  "  yellow  ticket  "  or 
returning  to  the  Pale,  where  she  would  not  be 
able  to  procure  work.  "  She  wandered  about 
the  streets  a  few  nights,  and  finally,  in  despair, 
threw  herself  into  the  raver  Moscow,  from  which, 
after  resistance  on  hei'  part,  she  was  rescued. 
At  the  station-hcuse  she  firmly  insisted  that  she 
had  no  motive  to  des-roy  herself  except  that 
under  the  Russian  law  |he  saw  no  way  of  avoid- 
ing a  life  of  shameJ^ 

These  few  examples  should  suffice  to  show 
that  the  facts  are  as  they  have  been  described  by 
Professor  Miliukoff  and  others  ;  and  in  consider- 
ing them  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  details 
of  this  nature  are  naturally  not  easy  to  procure. 
We  have,  however,  ourselves  set  inquiries  on 
foot  which  should  lead  to  the  discovery  of  further 
cases  of  recent  date,  and  when  our  investigations 
are  complete  we  shall  set  their  results  before  our 
readers.  M.  Derugi"sky,  the  Russian  delegate, 
evades  the  question  when  he  declares  in  his  letter 
to  the  Times  that  "the  profession  of  prostitution 
gives  no  such  privileges  "  as  the  uni-estricted 
right  of  domicile  throughout  the  Russian  Empire. 
It  is  true  that  there  is  no  law  which  states  that 
Jewish  prostitutes  may  reside  outside  the  Pale  of 
Settlement ;  but  in  practice  the  "  yellow  ticket  " 
serves  as  a  passport  which  admits  its  possessor 
anywhere,  and  the  police  do  not  interfere 
with  Jewesses  who  display  this  passport  unless 
they  discover  that  they  are  not  practising  the 
infamous  profession.  M.  Deruginsky's  further 
statement  that  "during  the  last  six  years  not 
one  Jewish  woman  or  girl  was  inscribed  on  the 
register  of  prostitutes  in  St.  Petersburg  "  counts 
for  nothing  at  all.  Naturally  a  Jewess  from  the 
the  Pale  who  proposed  living  in  St.  Petersburg 
in  the  guise  of  a  prostitute  would  apply  for  her 
"  yellow  ticket  "  not  in  St.  Petersburg  itself,  but 
in  some  place  within  the  Pale,  out  of  which,  in 
fact,  she  could  not  venture  until  she  had  pro- 
vided herself  with  the  passport  of  shame.  If 
M.  Deruginsky  desires  real  information  on  this 
subject  he  should  study  the  registers  of  prosti- 
tutes in  the  cities  of  the  Pale.  In  conclusion  we 
repeat  that  Professor  Miliukoff's  charges  are 
known  throughout  Russia  to  be  true,  and  that  in 
Russia  they  have  not.  been,  and  could  not  be, 
officially  contradicted  ;  and  moreover  that,  to  the 
best  of  our  knowledge,  no  Russian  newspaper 
that  reproduced  them  lias  been  made  the  victim 
of  confiscation,  fine,  or  other  punishment.  We 
trust,  therefore,  that  those  who  are  interested  in 
the  suppression  of  the  White  Slave  Traffic  will 
devote  special  attention  to  the  ghastly  conditions 
prevailing  in  the  Russian  Empire. 


THE    EXCEPTIONAL  REGIME. 


The    Secret    of    the    Rumours    of  Its 
Impending  Abolition. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  July  2nd. 

It  is  a  truism  to  say  that  Russia  is  a  land  of  sur- 
prises, especially  in  politics. 

The  comparative  weakness  of  public  opinion,  and 
chiefly  among  the  middle  classes,  leaves  the  domi- 
nating clique  of  the  nobility  a  limitless  field  for  the 
indulgence  of  their  capricious  desires.  The  chief 
figure  on  the  political  stage  to-day  is  M.  Maklakoff, 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  From  the  beginning  of 
his  swift-moving  career  this  statesman  has  drawn 
public  attention  on  himself  by  his  playful  light- 
headedness and  impulsive  ideas,  which  are  so 
opposed  to  statesmanship.  Drawing-room  manners, 
the  art  of  conducting  a  witty,  paradoxical  conversa- 
tion with  ladies — these  are  now  the  chief  qualities 
displayed  in  Russia's  domestic  politics. 

The  Exceptional  Regulations. 

Scarcely  had  the  commotion  raised  by  the  ferocious 
aspect  of  M.  Maklakoff's  Press  Bill  died  down  when 
a  rumour — timid  at  first  and  then  more  positive — 
was  spread  that  the  Cabinet,  at  the  same  Minister's 
instigation,  had  resolved  to  abolish  the  so-called 
Exceptional  Regulations.  First  a  most  reactionary 
proposal  to  curb  the  Press,  and  then  a  movement 
towards  Liberalism — what  should  these  things 
portend  ? 

It  must  be  explained  that  for  the  last  thirty  years 
the  Russian  Government,  availing  itself  of  the 
reaction  produced  in  the  popular  mind  by  the  assassi- 
nation uj  Alexander  II.,  has  ruled  Russia  with  the 
help  of  these  Exceptional  Regulations.  They  place 
such  powers  in  the  hands  of  the  authorities  that  for 
thirty  years  Russia  has  lived  under  a  regime  which  in 
Western  Europe  is  known  as  a  "  state  of  siege. ': 
Russian  society  has  long  since  forgotten  what  it 
means  to  live  under  normal  laws,  iniquitous  though 
those  laws  may  be.  With  the  advent  of  the  Counter- 
Revolution  the  whole  Empire  was  subjected  to 
martial  law.  On  August  5th,  190b,  these  Exceptional 
Regulations,  which  were  first  issued  in  1881,  were 
confirmed,  and  since  then  they  have  annually  been 
proclaimed  afresh  "  pending  revision." 

A  Bacchanalia  of  Lawlessness. 

Only  a  Russian  citizen  can  understand  and  appre- 
ciate what  these  rules  mean,  and  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  make  a  European,  accustomed  to  the 
reign  of  legality,  comprehend  their  full  effect. 
Instances  of  their  outrageous  application  are  innu- 
merable. At  the  very  time  when  the  rumours  of  their 
abolition  were  current  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the 
administrative  officials  reached  its  zenith,  and  an  undis- 
guised bacchanalia  of  lawlessness  on  the  part  of 
Ministers  and  Governors  began.  At  present  an  unpre- 
cedented volume  of  fines  is  being  showered  on  Oppo- 
sition newspapers.  Peaceable  strikers  are  persecuted 
daily  and  systematically.  For  instance,  recently  the 
employees  of  the  firm  of  Petroff,  which  has  branches 
in  many  towns,  organised  a  strike  on  account  of  an 
alleged  violation  of  contract  on  the  part  of  the  firm. 
Thereupon  the  authorities,  calling  in  the  Exceptional 
Regulations  to  their  assistance,  arrested  a  number  of 
strikers,  and  at  Irkutsk,  where  the  largest  branch  of 
the  business  is  located,  they  actually  arrested  the 
delegates  whom  the  employees  had  elected  with  the 
permission  of  the  authorities  themselves.  Even  the 
men's  legal  representative  was  seized,  and  all  his 
documents  taken  from  him,  when  he  was  on  the 
point  of  meeting  the  delegates  and  preparing  a 
complaint  to  the  courts  of  law. 

Officials  and  a  Miners'  Strike. 

A  few  days  ago  a  strike  broke  out  on  some  man- 
ganese mines  in  the  Caucasus,  near  B  itoum.  About 
20,000  workmen  joined  in  the  movement,  which  was 
of  quite  a  peaceful  character,  and  which  was  caused 
by  the  terrible  conditions  of  labour  in  the  mines. 
The  officials  at  once  interfered,  and  not  only  arrested 
and  expelled  a  number  of  strikers,  but  have  been 
doing  their  best  to  s'  ir  up  intestine  hatred  and  strife 
among  the  men,  who  are  of  various  races,  inciting 
Tartars  against  Armenians,  Persians  against  Geor- 
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gians.  and  so  on.  The  Governor,  who  appeared  on 
the  scene  of  the  strike  with  a  company  of  soldiers, 
and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  Strike  Committee, 
addressed  the  workmen  in  the  following  terms  :  "  See 
here,  I  will  make  you  cry  not  tears,  but  blood  !  " 
What  Expulsion  Means. 

To  appreciate  more  fully  the  effect  of  the  innu- 
merable arrests  and  expulsions  carried  out  in  virtue 
of  the  Exceptional  Regulations  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  if  a  person  is  expelled  from  a  place  on  the 
information  of  some  village  policeman  he  is  at  the 
same  time  deprived  of  the  right  to  reside  in  about 
fifty  or  sixty  other  places  in  the  Kmpire,  and  among 
them  are  included  whole  governments  and  provinces 
(Finland,  Poland,  and  the  Caucasus),  and  many  big 
towns.  This  means  that  he  is  really  expelled  from 
two-thirds  of  his  country's  territory.  In  practice, 
therefore,  this  means  depriving  a  man  of  his  livelihood, 
and  subjecting  him  and  his  family  to  chronic  unem- 
ployment and  starvation.  And  the  expulsion  lasts 
"  till  the  abolition  of  the  Exceptional  Regulations," 
which  in  many  parts  of  the  Empire,  as  we  have  seen, 
have  already  been  in  force  for  thirty  years  !  Thus 
a  Governor  or  chief  of  police  in  certain  towns  has  the 
power  to  send  any  Russian  citizen  living  in  his 
district  into  permanent  exile. 

A  typically  scandalous  case  of  official  arbitrariness 
has  just  been  witnessed  in  Moscow.  M.  Maklakoff, 
when  on  his  way  to  his  estate  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  that  city,  expressed  to  some  of  the  officials  his 
desire  to  have  the  Moscow  morning  papers  by  the 
first  post.  This  was  quite  sufficient  to  induce  the 
local  police,  in  disregard  of  all  the  laws,  to  order  the 
newspapers  to  have  their  respective  issues  ready  by 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Printers  and  editors  were 
thunderstruck  by  this  order,  which  in  many  cases  it 
was  absolutely  impossible  to  carry  out.  The  protests 
made  were  so  vehement  that  members  of  the  Duma 
were  roused,  and  M.  Maklakoff  was  compelled  to 
inform  his  subordinates  that  they  had  overdone 
things,  and  brought  both  themselves  and  their 
master  into  ridicule.  The  order  was  withdrawn. 
The  Secret  of  the  Rumours. 

In  the  light  of  these  facts,  therefore,  one  may 
readily  understand  the  popular  sensation  caused  by 
the  announcement  that  the  abolition  of  the  Excep- 
tional Regulations  was  impending.  The  more 
advanced  section  of  Russian  society,  it  is  true, 
received  the  news  not  only  with  doubt,  but  in  a 
spirit  of  ironical  scepticism.  Still  the  rumours  con- 
tinued to  circulate,  and  no  official  denial  was  forth- 
coming. It  soon  became  manifest  that  in  point  of 
fact  some  project  of  the  kind  was  being  considered. 
At  the  same  time  the  secret  explanation  of  this  new 
Liberal  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  reactionary 
Cabinet  became  known.  The  Government,  it  was 
authoritatively  stated,  wished  to  abolish  the 
Exceptional  Regulations,  but  not  everywhere. 
But  since,  according  to  these  rules,  when  even  a 
single  place  is  subject  to  the  special  regime  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  is  entitled  to  authorise  the 
local  administration  in  all  other  parts  of  the  Empire 
to  issue  special  orders,  the  abolition  as  at  present 
contemplated  would  in  fact  change  nothing.  Even 
to-day  there  are  localities  in  Russia  where  the 
Exceptional  Regulations  have  nominally  been 
abolished  ;  but  nevertheless  they  operate  under 
another  designation,  being  known  as  the  state  of 
Reinforced  or  Excraordinary  Okhrana. 

A  Counterfeit  Display. 

The  Russian  Government,  in  view  of  international 
complications  and  growing  opposition  at  home,  finds 
itself  compelled  to  do  something.  It  is  endeavouring 
to  make  a  counterfeit  display,  and  instead  of  real 
reform  produces  an  empty  show  of  Liberalism. 
What  it  wishes  to  do  is  to  abolish  the  exceptional 
laws  and  to  substitute  special  autliorisalions. 

Europe  is  to  see  that  the  Russian  Government  is 
consolidated,  that  the  country  has  become  quiet, 
and  that  the  authorities  no  longer  need  bristling 
barriers  to  keep  their  own  people  under  restraint. 
That  is  the  secret  idea  of  the  Ministry.  Hut,  to 
judge  by  the  growing  feeling  of  opposition  among 
all  classes  of  society,  and  especially  among  the 
masses,  such  a  disguise  will  deceive  nobody. 


EMIGRATION    IN   FULL  TIDE. 

Extraordinary  Efflux  from  Russia  to 
America. 

The  conditions  of  life  in  Russia  must  be  particularly 
hard  at  present,  to  judge  from  the  tide  of  emigration 
flowing  towards  America.  The  latest  reports  of  the 
provincial  Governors  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior 
speak  of  an  extraordinary  increase  of  emigration 
during  the  last  few  month*  towards  the  United 
States  and  South  America.  The  emigrants  come 
chiefly  from  the  provinces  of  Volhynia,  Kiev, 
Kharkov,  Minsk,  and  Saratov.  The  Russians, 
Lithuanians,  and  the  Poles  go  mostly  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  Caucasians  to  Canada.  At  Libau 
about  6,000  emigrants  arrive  daily  for  the  purpose  of 
embarking  on  the  steamers  that  leave  that  port. 


EXILES    AND  PIONEERS 


Deported  "  Politicals1  "  Civilising  Work 
in  Siberia. 

No  one  who  has  studied  the  Russian  Progressive 
movement  can  help  being  struck  by  the  beneficial 
and  civilising  influence  exercised  by  the  persecuted 
champions  of  liberty  on  then  step-mother  country — 
cold,  distant,  forsaken  Siberia — so  far  as  they  have 
been  allowed  to  do  so  by  the  Administration. 

The"  Decembrists"  introduced  into  the  Minussinsk 
district  the  cultivation  of  melons  and  fruit-trees.  One 
of  them,  Hestuzheff,  built  the  first  well-arranged 
water-mill.  Others  took  part  in  the  scientific  explo- 
ration of  Siberia,  and  nearly  all  secretly  gave  lessons 
to  the  local  inhabitants,  spreading  enlightenment 
and  civilised  ideals. 

The  enormous  mass  of  Polish  exiles  which  flooded 
Siberia  after  the  suppression  of  the  rising  of  1863 
introduced  all  kinds  of  handicrafts,  trades,  and  enter- 
prises into  the  country,  and  every  subsequent  gene- 
ration of  Russian  political  exiles  has  maintained  the 
same  tradition — here  starting  the  first  small  glass- 
factory,  there  supplying  trustworthy  and  intelligent 
agents  for  a  trading  firm,  and  in  a  third  out-of-the- 
way  place  establishing  the  first  bookbinding  business. 

The  Archaeological  Society,  the  Geographical 
Society  of  St.  Petersburg,  the  Academy  of  Science, 
whenever  they  wanted  some  scientific  expedition  or 
■  research  carried  out  in  Siberia  or  Mongolia,  invariably 
applied  to  political  exiles.  It  was  in  this  way  that 
the  names  of  Dmitri  Klements,  Gregory  Potanin, 
Bogoraz,  Jochelson,  and  many  others  won  an 
honourable  reputation  in  the  scientific  field.  Recent 
biographical  material  appearing  in  the  Russian  Press 
gives  a  fresh  illustration  of  this  bright  feature  in  the 
history  of  Russian  political  exile. 

Clipped  Wings. 

This  is  a  striking  episode  in  the  life  of  Stanislas 
Mikalevitch,  who  died  on  July  24th,  191 1,  in  the  St. 
Petersburg  Eorwarding  Prison.  He  was  a  Pole  by 
birth  and  a  Socialist  by  conviction,  and  his  life  was 
almost  entirely  devoted  to  the  advancement  ot  the 
Russian  Revolution. 

He  did  not  start  from  the  first  as  a  revolutionist. 
He  himself  stated  in  his  brilliant  speech  at  his  trial  : 
"  During  my  public  activity  I  attempted  continually 
to  carry  on  a  peaceful,  civijfcing  work.  And  where- 
ever  I  had  the  chance  of  cjcing  so  for  an  appreciable 
period,  my  work  has  left  indelible  results.  But  the 
agents  of  the  Government  always  clipped  my  wings, 
and  I  always  fell  again  underground — to  try  to  win 
from  there  the  right  and  the  opportunity  to  be  a 
man — to  win  it  for  myself  and  for  others." 

It  seems  the  bitterest  irony  that  the  chance  of  con- 
stituting himself  a  peaceful  civilising  factor  in  the 
national  life  of  his  country  was  accorded  to  him  only 
in  the  wilderness  of  the  Yakutsk  province,  among 
the  northern  savages  of  this  enormous  region  of 
rough,  uninhabited  mountains,  mighty,  deserted 
rivers,  primeval  forests,  and  deadly  marshes.  Exiled  to 
the  upper  region  of  the  Aldan,  the  mighty  tributary  of 
the  Lena,  with  absolutely  no  company  of  his  own  race 
and  type,  thrown  among  the  wild  Yakuts,  whose 
language  and  ways  were  unknown  to  him,  unaccus- 
tomed to  the  rigours  of  the  climate,  he  must  have 
perished  had  he  been  possessed  of  no  more  than  the 
average  inward  strength.  But  "  Yan  "  was  different. 
He  loved  men  too  much  not  to  discern  his  brethren 
in  the  Yakuts,  not  to  feel  interested  in  them.  Soon 
he  noticed  where  the  root  of  their  misery  lay,  and 
resolved  to  help  them. 

Reclaiming  the  Soil. 

The  local  Yakuts  were  badly  off  for  pasture-land, 
and  their  reindeer — their  only  cattle  and  indeed  their 
chief  means  of  subsistence — perished  from  sheer 
hunger.  The  greater  portion  of  their  territory  was 
covered  with  small  lakes  and  stagnant  pools.  The 
young  revolutionist  not  only  saw  clearly  what  drain- 
age could  do  for  the  poor  savages,  but— what  was  far 
more  difficult — persuaded  them  to  make  the  attempt. 
Under  his  guidance  the  Yakuts  dug  canals  and 
drained  the  pools,  and  the  reclaimed  soil  soon  turned 
into  excellent  meadows.  The  climate  improved  with 
the  drying  up  of  the  soil,  and  that  Siberian  plague 
of  Egypt,  the  endless  swarms  and  clouds  of 
violently  stinging  midges,  which  drive  men  mad  and 
cause  the  death  of  the  reindeer  and  other  large 
animals,  diminished. 

The  population  grew  richer,  extended  their  cattle- 
breeding  operations,  and  began  to  make  good  butter, 
as  a  matter  of  trade.  But  the  utter  absence  of 
transport  deprived  them  of  the  necessary  market. 
The  river  Aldan  was  a  ready  waterway,  but  was 
barred  in  several  places  by  rapids.  Both  the  local 
administration  and  a  wealthy  steamship  company 
understood  quite  well  the  possibilities  that  might  be 
opened  up  by  the  removal  of  these  barriers.  The 
provincial  Governor  sent  aspecial  commission,  which 
presented  him  with  an  estimate  of  an  expedition  for 
amore  thorough  investigation  of  the  rapids;  and  there 


the  endeavour  ended.  Wealthy  traders,  in  their  t  urn, 
started  preliminary  operations  for  the  clearing  of  the 
Aldan  ;  but  when  the  engineers  presented  them  will, 
an  estimate  of  the  cost,  they  were  frightened  at  the 
amount,  and  abandoned  the  project.  Then  "  Van 
stepped  in,  and  resolved  to  solve  the  problem  bv 
himself. 

Eiver   Made  Navigable. 

The  young  revolutionist  noticed  a  striking  j>ecu- 
liarity  of  Siberian  rivers.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
winter  not  infrequently  the  already  frozen  river- 
break  their  ice,  and  its  fragments,  accumulating  in 
certain  places,  forma  kind  of  impenetrable  dam  acro-s 
the  stream.  The  flow  of  the  water  is  temporarily 
stopped,  causing  a  flood  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
river,  while  in  its  lower  regions  the  water  runs  down, 
exposing  parts  of  the  river-bed  which,  in  normal 
conditions,  are  covered  by  the  running  water.  In 
this  manner  the  rocks  of  the  Aldan  cataracts  were  at 
times  left  dry.  Noticing  this,  Mikhalevitch  resolved 
to  profit  by  the  phenomenon  to  blow  up  the  rocks. 
He  laid  his  plan  before  the  provincial  Governor, 
asking  only  for  a  sufficient  quantity  of  dynamite  and 
some  hand  implements.  The  Governor  gave  him 
what  he  asked.  Then  "  Yan  "  waited  till  the  rocks 
were  clear,  bored  the  stonv  blocks  of  the  rapids  with 
the  assistance  of  three  Yakuts,  loaded  the  borings 
with  dynamite,  and  blew  them  up. 

In  three  consecutive  winters  the  Aldan  was  in 
this  manner  freed  of  the  rapids  for  150  or  200  miles. 

No  sooner  was  this  done  than  those  very  mer- 
chants who  had  previously  abandoned  the  idea  of 
making  the  Aldan  navigable  passed  the  first  steamer 
up  the  great  river.  An  enormous  stretch  of  hitherto 
wild  and  poor  country  was  opened  up  to  enterprise, 
the  population  growing  richer  in  consequence.  And 
all  this  was  brought  about  by  the  intelligence,  energy, 
and  goodwill  of  a  person  whom  the  bureaucracy  had 
tr  eated  as  a  criminal,  isolated  from  civilised  society, 
and  persecuted  for  thirty  years — now  keeping  him  in 
prison,  now  sending  him  into  exile,  and  finally 
threatening  him  with  the  gallows,  which  he  escaped 
only  by  dying  in  a  filthy  gaol  from  rheumatism, 
inflammation  of  the  heart,  and  cancer  on  the  liver. 

Such  is  the  criminal  blindness  of  the  present 
political  regime  in  Russia. 


OFFICIAL  REVENGE. 


Voters    Punished    for  having  Supported 
Progressives  at  the  General  Election. 


Many  Progressive  electors  who  at  the  last  General 
Election  ventured  to  display  the  courage  of  their 
convictions  are  still  paying  the  penalty  for  having 
given  their  votes  to  Opposition  candidates.  The 
latest  case  of  official  revenge  is  reported  from  Novo- 
rossisk.  During  the  elections  here  a  man  named 
Shekhter,  an  employee  in  the  local  bank,  was  chosen 
a  delegate  by  the  Democratic  group  ;  and  this  was 
sufficient  to  put  him  on  the  list  of  persons  who  are 
accounted  "  dangerous  to  the  State." 

On  the  evening  of  June  18th  Shekhter  was  seated 
in  the  local  theatre  when  the  chief  of  police 
approached  him  and  produced  an  order  signed  by 
the  Governor,  M.  Baranovsky,  commanding  him  to 
leave  Novorossisk  by  the  next  train,  which  left  at 
seven  the  following  morning,  and  expelling  him  from 
the  province  for  three  years.  Shekhter  at  once  went 
to  the  Governor,  who  happened  to  be  present  in  the 
theatre,  and  pointed  out  that  it  was  quite  impossible 
for  him  to  leave  by  the  7  a.m.  train  because  he  would 
have  to  arrange  for  the  transference  of  his  duties  in 
the  bank,  and  moreover,  since  his  wife  was  away, 
there  was  no  one  in  whose  care  he  could  leave  his 
child.  The  Governor,  however,  brusquely  refused  to 
listen  to  him.  Thereupon  Shekhter  pointed  out  that 
the  lateness  of  the  hour  prevented  him  from  finding 
the  money  necessary  for  the  journey. 

"  Very  well,"  replied  the  Governor,  "  if  you  have 
no  money  for  the  railway  ticket  you  will  be  des- 
patched as  a  prisoner." 

The  unfortunate  man  had  to  do  his  best  with  some 
money  he  was  able  to  procure  from  a  friend  whom 
he  met  in  the  theatre,  and  at  seven  the  next  morning 
he  was  in  the  train  on  his  way  to  exile,  under  the 
watchful  eyes  of  the  police. 


PRISON  ATROCITIES. 


The  notable  address  delivered  by  M.  Erancis  de 
Pressense  in  Paris  on  the  subject  of  the  atrocities 
committed  in  the  Russian  prisons,  which  was  referred 
to  in  a  recent  number  of  DARKEST  RrssiA,  has  been 
printed  in  full,  in  an  English  translation,  by  the 
Society  of  the  Eriends  of  Russian  Freedom.  The 
price  of  the  pamphlet,  which  constitutes  a  most 
valuable  record  of  fact  concerning  one  of  the  darkest 
sides  of  Russian  life,  is  twopence,  and  copies  will  be 
sent  post-free  cn  receipt  of  3d.  in  stamps  to  any  of 
our  readers  who  apply  to  the  offices  of  this  journal, 
at  93-94,  Long  acre,  W.C. 


Jul*  i>.  1913. 
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WBLX  ON  THB  PERSECUTION  OP  THE  VAUDOI8. 


NOTES. 


A  Rumour  Explained. 

Our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  reveals  the 
secret  of  the  rumours  as  to  the  impending  aboli- 
tion of  the  Exceptional  Regulations.  There  is, 
as  we  intimated  last  week,  no  intention  of  putting 
an  end  to  this  intolerable  system  of  government, 
which  was  devised  thirty  years  ago  as  a  tem- 
porary expedient  for  coping  with  abnormal  con- 
ditions of  disorder,  and  which  has  ever  since  been 
kept  in  force  and  extended  in  application.  What 
the  Government  proposes  to  do  is  to  make  the 
system  less  general — on  paper,  at  least.  But,  as 
our  correspondent  points  out,  the  maintenance  of 
the  exceptional  regime  in  a  single  district  gives 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  power  to  authorise 
the  issue  of  special  administrative  orders  all  over 
the  Empire,  so  that,  even  if  certain  districts  were 
nominally  freed  from  the  operation  of  the  hated 
Regulations,  in  practice  their  bondage  might  be 
restored  at  any  time  at  the  whim  of  M.  Makla- 
koff  or  his  successors  in  office.  The  whole  project 
is  merely  designed  to  produce  the  impression 
abroad  that  the  Russian  Government  is  inaugu- 
rating- an  era  of  reform,  and  with  this  bait  it  is 
doubtless  hoped  to  make  a  good  haul  of  investors 
in  Russian  stock.  Unfortunately  for  the  autho- 
rities, however,  their  supposed  beneficiaries  in 
Russia  have  a  disconcerting  way  of  looking  their 
gift-horses  in  the  mouth. 

Exit  the  Press  Bill. 

It  should  not  be  a  matter  for  much  surprise 
that  the  Cabinet  has  rejected  the  draft  of  M. 
Maklakoff's  much-discussed  Press  Bill.  We  have 
already  explained  the  drastically  reactionary  and 
repressive  character  of  this  measure,  which  prac- 
tically sought  to  revive  the  preventive  censor- 
ship and  imposed  penalties  that  would  have 
driven  many  newspapers  out  of  existence  ;  and 
we  have  also  pointed  out  the  extreme  unlikeli- 
hood of  the  Duma  assenting  to  the  Bill.  Evidently 
the  Government  has  no  desire  to  effect  a  complete 
rupture  with  the  Duma  in  a  cause  which  would 

1  win  so  little  sympathy  abroad,  and  accordingly 
the  measure  has  been  sent  back  to  the  Ministry 
of  the  Interior  for  revision.  It  is  too  much, 
however,  to  hope  that  as  a  result  a  Bill  will  be 
drafted  that  will  deal  fairly  by  the  Russian 
Press.    And  in  point  of  fact  no  measure,  how- 

1  ever  liberally  conceived,  could  operate  in  a 
fashion  that  would  commend  itself  to  lovers  of 
free  institutions  so  long  as  the  present  arbitrary 
rajim"  exists.  Even  as  matters  now  stand  it  is 
not  so  much  the  law  as  its  interpretation  that  is 

^  at  fault.  The  local  authorities  are  placed  in 
such  a  position  that  they  are  able  to  twist  any 
printed  article  or  paragraph,  even  of  the  most 
inoffensive  or  justifiable  character,  into  an 
offence,  and  to  visit  it  with  severe  penalties. 
And  that  is  what  makes  the  publication  of  a 
newspaper  in  many  instances  a  heavy  and  pro- 

I  longed  martyrdom. 

I  Good  for  Evil. 

An   interesting  article  we  publish  this  week 
•  tells  of  the  great  and  abiding  benefits  Siberia  has 
received  from  the  political  exiles  who  have  been 


sent  to  that  inhospitable  region.  Not  only  has 
the  local  population  derived  great  moral  and 
educational  advantages  from  the  presence  among 
them  of  these  men  and  women,  many  of  whom 
have  been  of  the  highest  character  and  attain- 
ments, but  from  a  more  material  point  of  view  it 
has  cause  to  bless  their  names.  I'usinesses  and 
industries  hitherto  unknown  to  that  part  of  the 
world  have  been  introduced,  with  flourishing 
results,  and  scientific  research  has  been  carried 
out  in  a  manner  to  whose  thoroughness  the  lead- 
ing learned  societies  in  St.  Petersburg  have  borne 
witness.  Especially  worthy  of  commemoration 
are  the  achievements  of  Stanislas  Mikhalevitch, 
a  gentle  revolutionist  who  was  deported  in  his 
youth  to  the  Yakutsk  wilderness.  He  introduced 
a  drainage  system  by  means  of  which  a  vast 
extent  of  waste  land  was,  reclaimed  and  trans- 
lated into  excellent  pastures,  and  the  terrible 
mortality  among  the  cattle,  which  had  hitherto 
been  the  despair  of  the  local  peasants,  was  effec- 
tually arrested.  But  his  greatest  exploit  was  the 
conversion  of  the  Aldan  river  from  a  swirling- 
torrent,  beset  with  dangerous  rapids,  into  a 
navigable  waterway,  whereby  an  enormous  tract 
of  country  was  opened  up  to  profitable  commerce. 
Of  such  stuff  are  the  men  whom  the  Russian 
Government  crucifies. 


"Truth"  on  the  Entente. 

Truth,  which  last  Wednesday  published  a  well- 
informed  article  under  the  title  '"Russifying 
Einland,"  has  done  good  service  in  introducing 
to  a  far  wider  public  than  we  can  hope  to  com- 
mand some  of  the  most'  salient  facts  in  the 
recent  history  of  Finnish  oppression.  Our  con- 
temporary takes  as  the  pentral  theme  of  its 
article  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  the  Viborg 
Judges  for  refusing  to  assist  in  the  operation  of 
the  illegally  promulgated  Equality  Law,  and 
then  proceeds  to  discuss  the  effect  which  Russia's 
continual  and  gross  violation  of  Finland's  funda- 
mental rights  must  have  on  the  mir.ds  of  English- 
men. "  Doings  such  as  these,"  observes  our 
contemporary, 

"  show  the  fundamental  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  any  '  cordial  understanding '  between  a  free 
and  democratic  people  like   ourselves   and  a 
country  like  Russia  dominated  by  a  despotism 
half  Oriental,  half  medifeyal.    In  Finland  they 
attribute  the  calamity  that  has  overtaken  them  to 
the  present  grouping  of  the  Great  Powers,  and 
particularly  to  the  relations  between  the  British 
and  Russian  Governments.     There  are  good 
reasons  for  that  opinion. '' 
By  cultivating  for  her  own  ends  the  friendship 
of  the  Russian   Government,    suggests  Truth, 
Great  Britain  is  contributing  to  Russian  mis- 
government,  and  it  declaims  vigorously  against 
involving  ourselves  in  an  alliance  which  com- 
pels us  to  shut  or  eyes  and  hold  our  tongues 
when  our  feelings  are  outraged.     We  are  glad  to 
see  that  this  outspoken  and  courageous  article 
has  been  given  considerable  attention  by  the 
general  Press. 

Jews  and  Shares. 

Among  the  new  regulations  regarding  the 
participation  of  .lews  in  joint-stock  companies 
recommended  by  a  Government  Commission 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  it  is  suggested  that 
Jews  shall  not  be  allowed  to  form  a  majority  of 
shareholders  in  any  company  (a  rule  which,  in 
point  of  fact,  is  at  present  enforced  by  adminis- 
trative order),  and  that  the  Council  of  Ministers 
shall  be  authorised  to  issue  any  prohibition  it 
desires  in  cases  of  an  "  exceptional  nature."  In 
explanation  of  the  latter  provision  it  is  suggested 
that  Jews  may  be  prohibited  altogether  from 
holding  shares  in  a  concern  in  places  where  their 
presence  is  considered  undesirable.  The  adop- 
tion of  these  regulations  might  mean  the  entire 
exclusion  of  Jews  from  participation  in  joint- 
stock  companies,  since  it  would  be  very  simple 
for  the  authorities  to  proclaim  any  town  or 
province  as  a  prohibited  area.  The  bureaucracy 
is  evidently  as  indifferent  as  ever  to  the  interests 


of  Russian  commerce,  and,  so  far  from  there 
being  any  movement  in  official  circles  to  relax 
the  harshness  of  the  anti-Jewish  restrictions, 
there  appears  to  be  a  strong  tendency  to  render 
them  more  severe.  If,  however,  a  Bill  on  these 
lines  is  contemplated  there  is  little  likelihood  of 
its  passing  through  the  Duma.  Nor  can  we 
conceive  of  M.  Kokovtsoff  fathering  such  a 
measure  at  a  time  when  desperate  efforts  are 
being  made  to  attract  foreign  capital  to  Russian 
enterprises.  Would  the  Minister  of  Finance 
refuse  to  allow  a  Jewish  investor  abroad  to  put 
money  into  a  company  operating  in  any  part  of 
Russia  ? 

General  Trepoff  Saves  the  Empire. 

The  Kiev  Industrial  Exhibition  has  been 
causing  General  Trepoff,  the  Governor- General 
of  the  district,  the  most  serious  anxiety. 
On  the  day  of  his  inspection  he  discovered 
that  the  Polish  language  was  being  used  by 
some  of  the  Exhibition  employees,  and  took 
prompt  measures  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the 
Empire  by  giving  strict  orders  that  the  offensive 
speech  was  to  be  discarded,  on  pain  of  expulsion 
from  the  province.  Even  waiters  in  restaurants 
who  were  addressed  by  hungry  guests  in  Polish 
were  forbidden  to  answer  in  that  language  ;  and 
imagination  shudders  at  the  thought  of  the 
wealth  of  other  language  that  must  occasionally 
have  been  directed  at  the  helpless  waiters  in 
consequence.  The  Governor-General  also  took 
grave  exception  to  a  piece  of  statuary  which 
confronted  him  at  the  entrance  to  the  Exhibi- 
tion. It  was  a  group  entitled  "  Labour,"  in  which 
an  angel  was  represented  bending  over  a  labourer 
as  if  protecting  and  blessing  the  work  of  his 
hands.  This  simple  and  innocent  piece  of 
plaster  allegory  smacked  of  open  revolution  in 
the  opinion  of  General  Trepoff ;  "  sheer  Social- 
ism," he  proclaimed  it,  and  by  his  order  the 
figure  of  the  labourer  was  removed  and  the 
coat-of-arms  of  Kiev  put  in  its  place.  He  might 
have  put  the  finishing  touch  to  the  work  by  sub- 
stituting his  own  figure  for  that  of  the  guardian 
angel,  and  adding  a  fierce  representation  of 
Labour  as  the  menace  from  which  the  city  is 
being  protected.  For  that  is  essentially  the 
attitude  of  the  Government  and  its  satellites. 


PERSECUTION   IN  KIEV. 


Jewish  Population  Living  Under  a  Reign 
of  Terror. 

In  the  province  of  Kiev  the  Jews  are  now  being 
hunted  down  with  almost  unprecedented  ferocity, 
and  their  persecution  has  assumed  a  medi.x-val 
character.  The  police-stations  are  filled  with  arrested 
Jews,  the  narrow  cells  being  crowded  to  suffocation. 
One  woman,  on  arriving  at  the  station,  complained 
that  she  had  been  beaten  on  the  way. 

Several  tragedies  have  been  reported.  A  Jew  who 
was  suffering  from  consumption  hid  himself  in  a 
shed  in  order  to  escape  the  attention  of  the  police, 
but,  becoming  frightened,  he  started  to  bleed  and 
expired  on  the  spot.  His  brothers,  who  were  also 
hiding,  carried  his  body  away. 

The  helpless  Jewish  population  is  in  a  state  of 
panic.  No  one  is  secure  from  being  searched  and 
arrested  in  the  streets,  and  sent  away  chained  like  a 
criminal.  This  access  of  persecuting  frenzy  is  said 
to  be  due  to  the  new  Governor  of  Kiev,  M.  Sukovkin. 


JEWS  AND  A  CONGRESS. 


On  June  1 8th  the  organising  committee  of  the 
fourth  congress  of  shop-assistants  in  Moscow  received 
by  telegram  from  the  Assistant-Minister  of  the 
Interior,  M.  Zolotareff,  permission  for  Jews  to  attend 
the  congress.  Accordingly  invitations  were  sent  out 
to  a  number  of  Jewish  shop-assistants  and  to  their 
societies.  Now,  however,  the  chief  of  police  in 
Moscow  has  informed  the  committee  th  t  no  Jews  who 
have  not  the  right  to  reside  in  the  "  holy  city  "  will 
be  allowed  to  stay  there  and  take  part  in  the  congress. 
The  committee  at  once  wired  to  the  Premier  and 
many  other  high  officials,  as  well  as  to  a  number  of 
Duma  deputies,  but  so  far  no  answer  has  been  forth- 
coming. 
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THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

On  the  Track  of  the  Ritual  "  Experts'  " 
Statements. 


Beilis's  legal  representatives  have  applied  to  the 
District  Court  for  the  production  of  those  Jewish 
religious  books  which  are  quoted  by  the  Government 
"  expert,'  the  Roman  Catholic  priest  Pranaytis,  as 
proving  the  blood  accusation.  As  no  such  books  can 
be  found  in  any  of  the  Russian  State  libraries,  and  no 
one  appears  to  have  any  knowledge  of  them,  the 
defenders  of  the  accused  man  ask  at  least  to  be  told 
where  they  can  be  seen. 

Counsel  for  the  defence  have  also  asked  to  be 
informed  when  the  jury  list  will  be  drawn  up,  as  they 
wish  to  be  present  when  this  is  done. 

New  Anti-Semitic  Demand. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  notorious  anti-Semite,  M. 
Shmakoff,  who  has  constituted  himself  champion  of 
the  interests  of  the  dead  boy  s  relations,  and  insists 
on  the  "ritual  "  character  of  the  murder,  has  enriched 
the  prosecution  with  a  new  theory.  He  demands 
that  a  man  named  Shneerson  should  be  placed  in  the 
dock  along  with  Beilis  merely  on  the  ground  that 
he  belongs  to  a  family  of  "  Chassidim  "  (a  Jewish 
sect  against  whom  the  blood  accusation  has  been 
levelled  in  a  special  degree).  According  to  M. 
Shmakoff,  Vera  Tcheberyak,  the  leader  of  the 
criminal  gang  who  are  suspected  by  impartial  inves- 
tigators of  having  been  concerned  in  the  crime,  sold 
the  boy  Yuschinsky  to  Beilis  and  Shneerson.  Pro- 
bably the  main  object  of  this  latest  charge  is  to  have 
the  trial  still  further  delayed,  since  its  continual  post- 
ponement serves  the  purpose  of  the  anti-Semites 
much  better  than  its  issue  is  likely  to  do. 

However,  it  is  hardly  likely  that  M.  Shmakoff  will 
succeed  in  getting  the  trial  delayed  on  this  account, 
since  two  years  ago  the  prosecution  tried,  but  with- 
out success,  to  find  some  pretext  for  charging 
Shneerson.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  convict 
Gavritchenko,  who  declared  that  Beilis  informed 
him  in  prison  of  a  machine  which  Shneerson  had 
brought  from  abroad  for  the  purpose  of  draining 
Yuschinsky's  blood — a  statement  which  proved  to 
be  devoid  of  all  foundation — has  now  applied  for  the 
remission  of  his  sentence  of  imprisonment  as  a 
reward  for  giving  this  "  important  information." 
Such  is  the  character  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prose- 
cution. 

Another  "Zemschina"  Outrage. 

The  gross  partiality  dLplayed  by  the  Government 
in  the  Beilis  affair  is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  the 
Rekli  has  been  fined  500  roubles  for  publishing 
an  article  in  favour  of  Beilis,  and  that  the  Kievskaya 
Mysl  has  been  fined  a  similar  amount  for  reprinting 
the  article.  These  penalties  were  inflicted  on  the 
ground  that  the  article  constituted  an  "  improper 
attempt  to  pervert  the  course  of  justice.''  At  the 
same  time,  however,  the  Government  allows  the  anti- 
Semitic  Press  and  organisations  to  scatter  abroad  the 
most  abominable  falsehoods  with  regard  to  the  case 
and  to  poison  the  minds  of  the  public  and  of  the  jury 
by  all  the  means  in  their  power.  Recently,  for 
example,  a  photograph  of  Beilis  in  his  prison  garb, 
with  a  warder  standing  at  his  side,  appeared  in  the 
Rasvid,  a  Jewish  journal ;  and  this  is  how  the 
Zemsdiina  commented  on  the  appearance  of  the 
wretched  man  who  has  been  kept  in  prison  for  two 
years  awaiting  his  trial  : — 

"The  Jew  criminal  is  clad  in  a  convict's  gown  and 
a  convict's  cap.  His  evil-looking  face  with  its  matted 
beard  produces  a  feeling  of  repugnance  and  loathing. 
In  general  it  is  the  true  type  of  a  vile  convict  beast, 
one  of  those  criminals  who  are  exceptions  in  the 
history  of  crime.  And  if  it  is  true  that  the  face  and 
eyes  are  the  mirror  of  the  soul,  then  one  may  at  once 
-ay  what  kind  of  soul  dwells  within  this '  Chassid,'  this 
bestial  slaughterer  of  Christian  children." 

This  is  the  kind  of  agitation  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Russian  Government,  is  not  calculated  to  per- 
vert the  course  of  justice  ! 

Witnesses  for  the  Defence. 

Advocates  Grusenberg,  Zarudny,  Grigorovitch, 
Bai  kv,  and  Ulyanitsky,  counsel  for  Beilis,  have  peti- 
tioned for  the  citation  of  ninety  witnesses  for  the 
defence.  In  addition  to  witnesses  to  the  facts,  the 
defence  has  applied  for  summonses  to  be  delivered 
to  the  following  expert  authorities  : — Professor  Glago- 
leff,  of  the  Kiev  Faculty  of  Theology  ;  Professor 
Troitsky,  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Clerical  Academy  ; 
Professor  Kokovtsoff,  of  the  Institute  of  Oriental 
Languages ;  Professor  Strack,  of  Berlin  ;  Rabbi 
Mage,  of  Moscow  ;  and  Dr.  Bekhtcrcff,  the  mental 
specialist. 

These  requots  are  to  be  submitted  not  to  the 
court  of  law,  but  to  the  Minister  of  Justice,  who  will 
decide  whether  they  shall  be  admiiied. 

Members  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People  have 
been  calling  at  the  houses  of  witnesses  and  distribut- 
ing among  them  leaflets  and  other  literature  which 
intwt  on  the  "ritual''  character  of  the  murder  of 
Yuschinsky. 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 

Repressive  Activity  at  Kiev  Exhibition. 

[From  Our  Polish  Correspondent.] 
On  the  initiative  of  the  Polish  landowners  in  the 
Ukraine  a  General  State  Kxhibition  was  lately  organ- 
ised in  Kiev.  Immediately  after  its  opening,  how- 
ever, the  Russian  Nationalists,  alarmed  at  having 
provided  the  Poles  with  so  excellent  an  opportunity 
for  displaying  the  fruits  of  their  culture,  started  a 
campaign  against  it.  To  meet  their  wishes,  on 
June  22nd  the  police  entered  the  Kxhibition  buildings 
and  called  upon  the  officials  present,  the  proprietois 
of  kiosks  and  restaurants,  and  everybody  connected 
with  the  enterprise  to  sign  the  following  declara- 
tion : — 

"  I  hereby  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  order  for- 
bidding me  to  converse  in  Polish  with  the  public 
visiting  the  General  Russian  Kxhibition  of  1913  in 
Kiev.'' 

It  may  be  added  byway  of  explanation  that  the  use 
of  the  Polish  language  was  prohibited  in  these  dis- 
tricts after  the  events  of  1863,  but  that  in  1905  the 
law  was  cancelled.  To-day,  however,  it  is  being 
restored  by  administrative  order. 

Bussification  in  the  Schools. 

Countless  tricks  are  devised  by  the  Russian 
"  patriots''  who  seek  by  foul  means  to  "russify"  the 
Polish  schools.  In  Wilna  they  have  already  boen 
successful  in  securing  the  abolition  next  year  of  the 
Polish  lectures  at  the  Modern  Science  College, 
alleging  as  a  pretext  for  this  step  that  the  pupils  are 
being  overburdened  with  work.  Under  the  cloak  of 
being  solicitous  for  the  pupils'  welfare,  they  begin  by 
depriving  them  of  their  native  language  !  In  all  the 
Wilna  schools  the  Catholic  religion  is  taught  by 
Orthodox  clergymen,  who  compel  the  children  to 
attend  Orthodox  churches.  But  the  climax  of  absur- 
dity was  recently  reached  in  the  town  of  Minsk, 
where  a  Polish  woman,  accused  of  having  kept  a 
"secret  school,"  was  sentenced  to  twenty  days' 
imprisonment.  At  the  trial,  however,  it  was  estab- 
lished that  the  "  teacher "  was  herself  illiterate,  and 
that  her  only  crime  was  that  she  had  taught  a 
number  of  children  to  say  their  prayers  in  Polish. 

The  transgression  of  the  laws  has  become  a 
regular  system  ever  since  the  Senate,  the  supreme 
judicial  authority,  instead  of  guarding  them  began 
the  practice  of  continually  infringing  them  by  means 
of  shameless  "  interpretations,"  which  are  dictated 
purely  by  political  considerations,  without  any 
regard  to  conscience  and  truth.  It  has  just  been 
discovered  that  the  Senate  keeps  two  kinds  of 
Ukases  in  stock,  one  of  which  is  intended  for  publi- 
cation, while  the  other  is  kept  secret. 

Culture  Societies  "  Dangerous." 

A  number  of  Polish  associations  in  Kiev  were 
recently  closed  by  the  Administration,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  they  were  remote  from  every  poli- 
tical movement  and  pursued  exclusively  cultural 
aims.  With  the  object  of  obtaining  the  withdrawal 
of  these  unjustifiable  administrative  orders  the  dis- 
banded societies  applied  to  the  Senate,  and  the  First 
Department  of  that  body  replied  by  producing  a 
Ukase  which  had  hitherto  been  unpublished,  and 
which  runs  as  follows  : — 

"  In  order  to  perform  the  historical  task  of  Russian 
policy  in  these  South-Western  provinces,  which  is  to 
create  a  national  union  by  means  of  the  assimilation 
of  the  local  Polish  population  with  the  Russian,  it 
must  hereby  be  declared  that  the  aims  of  the  above- 
mentioned  societies,  which  have  endeavoured  to 
strengthen  Polish  national  aspirations,  are  opposed  to 
the  objects  of  the  State  policy." 

This  characteristic  explanation  shows  clearly 
enough  that  the  Senate  does  not  shrink  from  volun- 
tarily interpreting  the  laws  according  to  varying  cir- 
cumstances— in  the  latest  instance  for  the  purpose  of 
fitting  in  with  the  order  that  the  Poles  are  to  be 
assimilated  by  hook  or  by  crook.  It  goes  without 
saying  that  the  police,  who  are  only  too  eager  to  take 
hints  of  this  nature,  make  full  use  of  their  instruc- 
tions with  regard  to  all  cultural  institutions. 

The  Bait  of  "  Neoslavism." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Government  is  continuously 
coquetting  with  Polish  society,  using  as  a  bait  the 
modernised  version  of  Panslavism.  Nowadays 
"  Neoslavism"  is  the  current  password.  Chiefly  ill- 
disposed  towards  political  associations,  the  Govern- 
ment has  just  organised  a  body  in  Warsaw  known  as 
the  Slav  Club.  At  its  head  is  Prince  Tenisheff,  who 
has  been  inviting  the  co-operation  of  the  representa- 
tives of  various  Polish  circles,  assuring  them  of  his 
friendly  sentiments  towards  the  "  brother- nation  '  of 
Poland  and  preaching  the  necessity  of  insti  uting 
common  action  for  the  preparation  of  a  mutual  under- 
standing between  Russians  and  Poles,  as  required  by 
1  heir  common  Slav  origin.  So  far,  however,  all  these 
honeyed  words  have  fallen  on  barren  ground,  and 
Polish  politicians  still  prefer  to  maintain  their  attitude 
of  cool  reserve. 


SUPPRESSING   THE  PRESS. 

Democratic  Paper's  Record  of  Fines  and 
Confiscations. 

The  Lukh,  a  Social  Democratic  daily  published 
in  St.  Petersburg,  gives  some  statistics  concerning  its 
career  as  an  organ  of  the  proletariat.  Since  itsfounda- 
tion  this  paper  has  issued  218  numbers.  Out  of 
these  fifty-nine  have  been  confiscated,  and  the 
editor  in  each  case  put  on  trial,  and  seventeen  have 
been  fined  administratively.  Altogether  seventy-six 
numbers  have  been  suppressed  ;  one  out  of  every 
three  numbers,  that  is,  has  not  reached  the  public. 
The  fines  amount  to  8,500  roubles,  but  as  the  paper 
always  refuses  to  pay,  this  means  imprisonment  for 
the  various  editors  for  a  period  of  four  and  a  half 
years. 

The  Yug,  a  small  Liberal  daily  published  in 
Kherson,  has  been  fined  a  hundred  roubles  by  admini- 
strative order  for  an  article  on  the  Odessa  municipal 
elections. 

The  Scvero-Karkazsky  Kray,  a  daily  paper  published 
in  Stavropol,  having  ottended  the  local  Governor  by 
an  article  on  the  official  report  on  the  Lena  massacre, 
has  been  fined  fifty  roubles  with  the  alternative  of 
fifteen  days'  imprisonment  for  its  editor. 

The  I'lro  Yuga,  of  Rostov-on-the-Don,  has  been 
fined  five  hundred  roubles  by  the  chief  of  police  for  an 
article  on  the  prohibition  of  a  meeting  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Constitutional  Democratic  party  in  St. 
Petersburg. 

The  Kievskaya  Mysl  has  been  fined  500  roubles  for 
reprinting  from  the  Reich  an  article  dealing  with  the 
Beilis  case.  The  Retch  had  previously  been  sub- 
jected to  a  similar  fine  in  respect  of  the  same  article. 

The  editor  of  the  Tambovskaya  Jizn  has  been 
fined  500  roubles  for  publishing  an  article  in  which 
the  facts  connected  with  the  arrest  of  M.  Adamovitch 
in  Kgypt  were  related. 

Two  Warsaw  newspapers,  the  (iazeta  fVarschavshf 
and  the  Moment,  have  been  confiscated  for  quoting 
from  an  article  on  self-government  in  Poland 
published  in  the  St.  Petersburg  Grajdamn,  a  Con- 
servative organ. 

The  Pravda,  of  St.  Petersburg,  has  been  fined  500 
roubles  for  publishing  a  letter  addressed  by  a 
member  of  the  Duma  to  his  constituents. 

The  Poslednia  Novosti,  of  Kiev,  has  been  fined  250 
roubles  for  an  article  describing  the  night  raids  made 
by  the  police  on  the  residences  of  Jews. 


GOVERNMENT   AND  DUMA. 

Ministerial  Boycott  Accompanied  by 
Hooligan  Attacks  on  Deputies. 

The  Government  has  not  only  boycotted  the  Duma, 
but  has  allowed  the  streets  leading  to  the  Taurida 
Palace  to  be  practically  abandoned  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  local  hooligans.  The  President  of  the 
Duma  recently  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Premier  in 
which  he  called  attention  to  the  danger  to  which 
deputies  were  exposed  in  going  to  and  from  their 
duties,  especially  in  the  evenings,  and  requested  that 
the  police  should  be  ordered  to  prevent  such  a  state 
of  affairs.  No  answer,  however,  was  received,  and 
no  measures  were  taken  to  ensure  the  safety  of 
deputies. 

Meanwhile,  complaints  of  assaults  committed  by 
the  hooligans  continued  to  reach  M.  Rod/.ianko,  who 
wrote  a  second  time  to  the  Premier.  After  further 
delay,  M.  Kokovtsoff  at  last  replied,  informing  the 
President  of  the  Duma  that  he  had  communicated 
with  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  who  had  ordered 
the  police  to  take  measures  for  the  protection  of  the 
Duma  members. 


JOINT-STOCK  COMPANIES. 

Restrictive  Recommendations  Against  Jews 
as  Shareholders. 

A  Government  commission,  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  Assistant-Minister  of  Commerce,  \1. 
Bark,  was  appointed  some  time  ago  to  elaborate 
rules  which  would  limit  the  rights  ot  Jews  to  partici- 
pate in  joint-stock  companies.  These  rules  have  now 
been  drawn  up,  and  a  report  has  been  laid  before  the 
Council  of  Ministers.  T  he  report  recommends  that 
what  is  now  enforced  by  administrative  action  should 
be  made  a  provision  of  the  law — namely,  that  Jews 
should  not  be  allowed  to  form  a  majoiiiy  of  share- 
holders in  any  joint-stock  company.  No  jew  should 
be  allowed  to  become  a  director  or  manager  of  a 
company  or  to  administer  its  estates.  Further,  the 
commission  recommends  that  the  Council  of  Ministers 
should  be  authorised  to  issue  any  prohibition  it 
pleases  in  cases  of  an  exceptional  nature — such,  for 
instance,  as  the  formation  of  a  company  in  places 
where  the  presence  of  Jews  is  thought  to  be  unde- 
sirable. 
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THE    PROVOCATION  OF 
POLAND. 


We  spoke  last  week  of  the  menace  to  inter- 
national peace  presented  by  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment's Nationalist  policy,  which  consists  in  the 
perpetual  oppression  of  the  Poles,  the  Finns,  the 
Jews,  the  Little  Russians,  the  Caucasians,  and 
the  other  subject  nationalities.  That  this  menace 
is  no  phantom  of  the  imagination,  but  a  very 
real  thing  of  flesh  and  blood,  is  made  clear  beyond 
all  doubt  by  the  memorial  recently  presented  to 
the  Conference  of  Ambassadors  in  London  by 
the  Provisory  Committee  of  the  Polish  indepen- 
dent parties.  In  this  important  document,  which 
undoubtedly  represents  the  views  of  the  great 
bulk  of  Russian  Poles,  a  survey  of  the  intoler- 
able regime  of  persecution  which  obtains  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland  is  followed  by  a  statement  of 
the  autonomous  rights  which  the  country  claims 
as  a  minimum  ;  and  accompanying  these  demands 
is  a  declaration  whose  significance  it  would  be 
difficult  to  exaggerate.  "  Henceforth,"  assert  the 
authors  of  the  memorial,  "  the  Poles  will  pay  no 
heed  to  the  wishes  of  Europe,  who  desires  to 
preserve  her  peace,  and  will  not  abstain  from 
demanding  their  rights,  since  no  endeavours 
whatsoever  have  been  made  by  the  leading 
European  Powers  to  examine  and  settle  the 
internal  affairs  of  Rassia.  .  .  .  By  bunging 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Russian  Government 
for  the  purpose  of  hastening  the  fulfilment  of 
these  demands  the  European  Powers  will  save 
Russia  from  many  cataclysms  which  menace  her 
peace  and  the  welfare  of  the  neighbouring- 
countries  as  well."  In  plain  language,  the  Poles 
are  going  to  make  themselves  a  nuisance  to 
Europe  by  conducting  a  determined  agitation,  in 
and  out  of  season,  for  their  national  rights.  To 
the  complications  that  are  already  playing  havoc 
with  her  nerves  is  to  be  added  this  new  embarrass- 
ment—new in  the  sense  that  henceforth  it  will 
not  allow  itself  to  be  disregarded,  but  will 
obtrude  its  unwelcome  presence  with  steady 
insistence.  There  are  over  ten  million  Poles  in 
the  Russian  Empire,  and  about  an  equal  number 
in  Austria  and  Germany.  When  a  nation  of 
this  strength  finds  its  voice — even  if  it  uses  no 
other  weapon — how  shall  it  be  s  ilenced  except 
by  conceding  its  demands  ?  The  very  volume  of 
the  sound,  apart  from  the  merit  of  the  claim, 
compels  a  hearing  and  a  settlement. 

But  if  the  continued  exacerbation  of  Poland 
constitutes  a  factor  of  international  disturbance 
and  endangers  European  peace,  how  much 
greater  is  the  peril  with  which  it  threatens 
Russia  herself.  If  Russia  ever  does  become 
involved  in  a  European  war,  her  first  antagonist 
will  almost  certainly  be  Austria.  In  such  a 
conflict  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  will  be  the 
advance-guard  of  the  Russian  line  of  defence. 
Occupying  so  important  a  strategic  position,  it 
would  have  been  thought  that  this  country  and 
its  inhabitants  would  be  the  object  of  the 
Russian  Government's  especial  care  and  solici- 
tude— that  every  endeavour  would  be  made  to 
conciliate  Polish  feelings,  to  wipe  out  the 
remembrance  of  the  tragic  past,  and  to  trans- 
form discontent  into  loyalty.  The  ten  millions 
of  Russian  Poles  are,  from  a  purely  military 
point  of  view,  one  of  the  most  important 
elements  in  the  Empire,  and  it  is  upon  their 
bearing  that,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  the  triumph 
or  overthrow  of  Russian  arms  will  largely 
depend.  This  view  was  recently  urged  in  the 
Council  of  State,  during  the  discussion  on  the 


Polish  Municipalities  Bill,  by  Baron  Rosen,  a 
former  Russian  Ambassador  to  Japan.  "  If  the 
tragic  moment  arrives,'  he  said,  "  it  is  important 
that  the  different  races  of  our  frontier  popula- 
tions should  be  in  complete  communion  of  senti- 
ment with  us,  united  under  the  flag  of  the  great 
Russian  people."  But 1  by  her  treatment  of  her 
Polish  subjects  Russia  is  doing  her  very  best  to 
ensure  her  own  defeat.?  So  deep  and  violent  is 
the  hatred  she  has  stirred  up  against  herself  in 
this  quarter  that  the  clash  of  Russian  and 
Austrian  arms  in  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  would 
be  the  signal  for  the  Poles  to  rise  in  a  body  and 
assist  in  the  overthrow  l>f  their  oppressor.  They 
would  welcome  such  a  signal ;  they  are  praying  for 
it.  They  have  nothing  co  lose  and  everything  to 
gain  by  a  war.  Even  sf  Russia  were  successful 
their  plight  could  scarcely  be  worse  than  it  is  at 
present ;  but  in  the  othei  event  they  stand  to  win 
what  they  so  ferventl '  desire — their  national 
autonomy.  They  have  asked  it  of  Russia  in 
vain  ;  they  now  demand  it  of  Europe,  supporting 
their  claim  with  the  tlear  intimation  that  no 
regard  for  international  peace  will  henceforth 
stand  between  them  and  the  achievement  of 
their  purpose. 

If  we  ask  how  it  isthit  matters  have  suddenly 
arrived  at  this  climax  wa  shall  find  an  answer  in 
the  fact  that  within  tht  last  few  weeks  the  final 
blow  has  been  dealt  to  whatever  hopes  of  receiv- 
ing fair  treatment  fron  Russia  were  cherished 
in  Poland  ;  we  refer  to  he  outrageous  mutilation 
of  the  Municipalities  Kill.  When  the  late  M. 
Stolypiix  created  I'.he  |71ujc<-l  ul  detaching  Hie 
Holm  district  from  Poland  and  annexing  it  to 
Russia  proper  he  compromised  with  Polish  feel- 
ings by  pledging  himself  to  a  liberal  measure  of 
municipal  self-government  in  the  rest  of  the 
country  ;  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that 
he  intended  to  fulfil  that  engagement.  M. 
Stolypin  was  not  blind  to  the  Polish  danger,  and 
it  was  in  order  to  avert  its  consetjuences  that  he 
proposed  to  give  the  country  r  an  autonomy 
suited  to  its  needs."  Of  the  fate  of  that  project 
our  readers  are  aware.  The  Bill  that  was  passed 
by  the  Duma  was  iniquitous  enough  in  many 
respects  ;  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  of  State, 
however,  it  was  mutilated  beyond  all  recognition, 
hacked  into  conformity  with  the  principles  of 
an  extreme  Nationalism,  and  transformed  from 
an  imitation  of  a  measure  of  liberal  reform  into 
a  new  weapon  of  repression  and  coercion.  And 
what  was  the  Russian  Government  doing  while 
this  savage  work  was  being  accomplished  ?  It 
preserved  a  complete  silence;  no  Minsters  inter- 
vened in  the  Council  of  State  in  order  to  persuade 
that  body  out  of  its  fatal  obscurantism ;  they 
took  no  part  at  all  in  the  debate  on  tin  measure. 
The  fact  is,  of  course,  that  M.  Kokovtsoff,  what- 
ever his  own  views  may  be,  is  powerless  before 
a  group  in  the  Cabinet  which  seeks  t)  restore 
Russia  to  the  conditions  prevailing  before  the 
Revolution.  The  attitude  displayed  by  the 
Council  of  State  towards  the  Polish  Municipalities 
Bill  is  but  a  faithful  reflection  of  the  att^ude  of 
the  Government,  or  of  its  dominant  section; 
otherwise  means  would  have  been  foUjd  to 
coerce  that  stronghold  of  Reaction.  Heme  the 
Poles  have  at  last  become  thoroughly  disillu- 
sioned; they  know  now  that  they  have  absolltely 
nothing  to  expect  from  Russia.  And  whereas  a 
few  weeks  ago  the  timely  grant  of  but  a  moderate 
measure  of  local  self-government,  conceived  n  a 
fair  and  conciliatory  spirit,  would  have  conten\ed 
them,  now  they  are  claiming  something  mire 
substantial,  which  shall  free  them  altogether 
from  Russian  oppression  or  interference.  Sorie 
day,  we  believe,  their  desire  will  be  consummated 
and  it  will  be  at  a  cost  to  Russia  which  nee\ 
never  have  been  paid  if  wisdom  and  justice  haq 
but  prevailed  in  time. 


DARKEST    RUSSIA "  BANNED. 


Government  Forbids  its  Importation  into 
Russia. 


As  will  be  seen  from  our  St.  Petersburg  corre- 
spondent's letter,  which  is  printed  on  the  following 
page,  the  Russian  Government  has  prohibited  the 
importation  of  this  journal  into  the  Russian  Empire. 
An  official  order  to  that  effect  has  been  published  in 
the  Russian  newspapers. 

This  proceeding  is  but  an  incident  in  the  campaign 
against  the  Press  which  has  been  waged  with  special 
virulence  during  the  past  few  weeks,  and  which  has 
recently  included  the  suppression  of  three  St.  Peters- 
burg newspapers.  Our  comments  on  the  matter  and 
a  vindication  of  our  position  as  an  organ  of  Consti- 
tutional Reform  will  be  found  on  our  Notes  page. 


THE   LENA  TRAGEDY. 


Official  Information  Bureau's  Curious 
Blunder. 


The  official  Information  Bureau,  which  is  a  Govern- 
ment department  intrusted  with  the  duty  of  circu- 
lating official  statements  among  the  Russian  Press, 
appears  to  be  a  singularly  ill-informed  organisation, 
if  we  may  judge  by  a  rectnt  incident.  Some  little 
time  ago  the  Bureau  issued  the  statement  that  the 
Council  of  Ministers  had  decided  that  it  could  not 
rely  upon  the  report  on  the  Lena  Goldfields  trat'edv 
presented  by  Senator  Manukhin,  who  had  conducted 
the  Government  inquiry,  and  had  resolved  to  await 
the  result  of  another  investigation  which  the  police 
were  carrying  out  into  the  doings  of  the  Strike  Com- 
mittee and  the  imaginary  attack  by  the  miners  on 
the  soldiers. 

Although  on  the  face  of  it  it  appeared  extremely 
strange  that  a  new  investigation  ot  this  character 
should  be  opened  when  Senator  Manukhin's  report 
had  made  it  perfectly  clear  that  there  was  no  attack 
made  by  the  workmen,  and  that  the  soldiers  were 
at  no  time  threatened  with  danger,  it  was  still 
regarded  in  some  quarters  as  plausible  to  suppose 
that  the  Senator's  report  was  being  shelved  until 
fresh  evidence  was  forthcoming.  But  the  astonish- 
ment of  the  Russian  public  may  be  imagined  when, 
a  week  after  the  Information  Bureau  had  issued  its 
statement,  a  new  statement  was  sent  round  by  the 
same  authority  to  the  effect  that  the  supplementary 
investigation  ordered  by  the  Government  had  been 
closed  down  altogether  as  far  back  as  the  beginning 
of  May.  How,  it  is  now  being  asked,  could  the 
Council  of  Ministers  decide  in  July  to  await  the 
results  of  an  investigation  which  had  been  quashed 
two  months  previously  ? 

The  Russian  public  is  now  all  the  more  anxious  to 
know  when  the  authors  of  the  massacre  of  over  200 
inoffensive  miners  are  to  be  brought  to  justice. 


AN   ARMY  MYSTERY. 


A  strange  incident  has  just  been  brought  to  light 
which  suggests  that  there  is  something  wrong  in  the 
organisation  of  the  Russian  Army.  At  the  end  of 
May  a  telegram,  despatched  from  a  small  place  called 
Konstantinovka,  was  received  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  52nd  Foot  Regiment  stationed  at  Theodosia,  in 
the  Crimea.  The  message  purported  to  be  an  order 
from  the  General  commanding  the  district  requiring 
half  a  company  to  proceed  to  Vosnessensk.  At  the 
same  time  the  officer  in  command  received  a  postcard 
ordering  a  detachment  of  sixteen  soldiers  to  proceed 
to  Soroki,  in  the  government  of  Bessarabia. 
Although  these  orders  were  considered  unusual,  they 
were  both  complied  with.  When,  however,  the 
soldiers  arrived  at  their  respective  destinations  it  was 
made  clear  that  they  were  not  expected,  and  that 
neither  food  nor  quarters  had  been  prepared  for 
them  ;  and  their  plight  was  aggravated  by  the  fact 
that  they  had  no  money  with  which  to  purchase  pro- 
visions and  shelter.  The  mystery  of  the  messages 
still  remains  unsolved. 
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AN    ORGY    OF  REPRESSION. 


Police   Persecution   of    Meetings,  News- 
papers,   and    Opposition  Deputies. 


[From  Oik  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  July  22nd. 

The  Duma  \acation  is  invariably  accompanied  by 
fresh  outbursts  of  reactionary  activity  on  the  part  of 
the  Administration.  Last  week  the  Congress  of 
Commercial  Employees  was  prematurely  closed, 
three  Democratic  papers  were  suppressed,  and  a 
veritable  campaign  of  petty  legal  persecution  was  set 
on  foot  against  members  of  the  Opposition. 

The  history  of  the  tight  waged  by  the  authorities 
against  the  Employees'  Congress  is  especially  charac- 
teristic. This  Congress  was  the  fourth  of  its  kind  ; 
its  predecessor  was  held  seven  years  ago.  In 
the  interval  between  the  two  Russian  employees 
repeatedly  applied  for  permission  to  hold  a  Congress, 
but  were  invariably  refused.  At  last,  however,  per- 
mission was  given  to  the  Moscow  Employees'  Society, 
which  was  regarded  as  a  very  "  reliable "  organisa- 
tion. At  the  same  time,  however,  the  concession 
was  hedged  in  by  conditions  which  put  the  Congress 
under  continuous  police  surveillance,  and  which 
made  all  freedom  of  speech  impossible.  In  order 
to  make  more  certain  of  the  innocuous  character  of 
the  Congress  it  was  originally  decided  to  exclude 
the  Jews  from  its  proceedings.  With  this  object  the 
Administration  demanded  that  no  Jew  who  did  not 
possess  the  right  to  reside  in  Moscow  should  act  as  a 
delegate.  That  meant  that  no  Jew  who  had  not 
a  high  school  degree  or  belonged  to  some  other  of 
the  few  privileged  categories  could  attend.  As 
there  are  no  such  privileged  Jews  in  the 
ranks  of  the  employees,  the  order  simply  meant 
the  total  exclusion  from  the  Congress  of 
representatives  of  many  societies  of  commercial 
employees  existing  in  the  Western  and  Southern 
parts  of  Russia.  Several  times  the  organising 
committee  appealed  to  the  Council  of  Ministers  to 
admit  the  Jews,  and  just  a  week  before  the  opening 
of  the  Congress  permission  was  granted  for  the 
admission  of  not  more  than  one  Jew  as  representa- 
tive of  a  society,  whatever  the  extent  the  society's 
membership  might  be.  But  even  this  condition  was 
further  restricted  by  the  interpretation  placed  upon 
it  by  the  Moscow  chief  of  police,  who  declared  that  a 
society  might  be  represented  by  a  Jew  only  if  it  had 
no  Christians  among  its  members.  As  this  new 
order  appeared  only  two  days  before  the  Congress 
met,  it  deprived  the  societies  of  all  possibility  of  exer- 
cising a  free  choice  of  delegates,  and  many  of  them 
were  left  without  representation  at  all. 

An  Informal  Meeting. 

Another  application  for  permission  to  appoint  a 
permanent  body  to  see  that  the  resolutions  of  the 
Congress  were  carried  into  effect  was  definitely 
refused  by  the  Council  of  Ministers. 

Such  were  the  preliminary  trials  of  the  Congress. 
The  painful  experiences  that  followed  when  the  Con- 
gress was  opened  may  be  narrated  in  chronological 
order.  The  first  meeting  took  place  on  the  evening 
of  the  nth  inst.,  when  about  two  hundred  delegates 
assembled  in  the  big  hall  of  the  Society  of  Commer- 
cial Employees.  The  chairman  of  the  Organising 
Committee  announced  that  at  this  informal  meet- 
ing speeches  would  not  be  allowed.  The  dele- 
gates began  to  assemble  in  small  groups  round  the 
tables  in  the  big  hall  and  in  the  other  rooms.  To 
this  proceeding  the  police  officer  who  was  present 
objected,  demanding  that  the  other  rooms  should 
be  closed  and  that  the  delegates  should  not  gather  in 
groups.  In  order  to  give  the  delegates  some  chance 
of  coming  to  an  agreement  on  the  question  of  elect- 
ing officers  and  members  of  the  Committee,  and 
also  of  discussing  the  next  business  of  the  Congress 
some  one  suggested  that  the  delegates  should  sit 
round  the  long  tables,  have  tea,  and  discuss  the 
elections  in  this  way.  But  the  police-officer  held  this 
too  to  be  inadmissible,  since,  according  to  the  rules 
confirmed  by  the  chief  of  police,  the  first  meeting 
must  not  be  a  business  meeting.  After  protracted 
arguments,  however,  he  at  last  gave  way,  and  the 
;>ites  had  a  chance  to  talk  over  the  question 
before  them. 

"Illegal"  Messages. 

I  he  first  formal  meeting  was  marred  by  two  con- 
Bictl  with  the  police.  After  the  Congress  Committee 
had  been  elected,  messages  of  welcome  were  read. 
One  of  these  messages  was  from  the  Social-Demo- 
cratic party  in  the  Duma,  and  was  to  have  been 
delivered  by  M.  Malinovsky,  a  member  of  the  Duma. 
But  as  soon  a1  tin,  gentleman  appeared  on  the  plat- 
form the  police-officer  protested,  and  declared  that, 
not  being  a  member  of  the  Congress,  M.  Malinovsky 
could  not  be  permitted  to  speak. 

After  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Congress,  seeing 
that  there  were  a  large  number  of  greetings,  offered 
to  put  off  their  reading  until  the  next  day,  and  to 
start  the  discussion  on  the  rules.     Suddenly  the 


police-officer  interrupted,  and  declared  that,  since  the 
chairman  had  departed  from  the  fixed  agenda,  and, 
since  the  messages  of  welcome  frequently  contained 
words  like  "  socialism,"  "  proletariat,"  and  so  forth, 
he  would  close  the  sitting. 

On  the  following  day  the  Congress  divided  into 
sections  and  started  work.  But  at  once  conflicts 
with  the  police  began.  In  the  section  that  dealt 
with  service  contracts,  the  delegate  from  Siberia, 
wishing  to  give  an  illustration  of  his  views,  mentioned 
the  recent  big  strike  of  shop-;issistants  in  his  district. 
The  police-officer  ordered  him  not  to  touch  on  the 
subject  of  strikes,  as  its  discussion  had  nothing  to  do 
with  service  contracts.  At  the  same  time  he  closed 
the  sitting  under  the  pretext  that  the  chairman  had 
allowed  such  a  discussion. 

In  the  section  that  discussed  the  housing  question 
the  police-officer  stopped  a  delegate  who  was  speak- 
ing on  the  rights  of  employees. 

Forbidden  Topics. 

On  the  next  day,  the  14th,  the  chairman  of  the 
Congress  received  a  list  of  subjects  which,  he  was 
informed,  the  chief  of  police  had  forbidden  to  be 
discussed  either  at  the  general  or  at  sectional 
meetings  of  the  Congress.  The  list  of  topics  was  as 
follows  :  — 

1.  General  social  disorganisation  and  the  struggle 
against  it. 

2.  The  participation  of  the  democracy  in  the 
organs  of  self-government. 

3.  The  history  of  the  development  and  the 
essential  facts  of  unemployment. 

4.  Cultural  work  among  Jewish  employees. 

5.  The  influence  of  the  strike  of  1905  on  the  actual 
and  legal  position  of  waiters  and  the  destructive 
influence  of  Reaction  on  the  rights  of  the  waiters' 
society. 

6.  The  vicissitudes  of  the  project  of  the  Ministry 
of  Trade  in  its  various  stages. 

7.  The  legal  disabilities  of  the  proletariat. 

8.  The  legal  position  of  Jewish  employees. 

The  Closing  Scenes. 

On  the  15th  the  sitting  of  the  trade  assessment 
section  was  closed  by  the  police  because  certain 
speakers  pointed  out  that  the  release  of  employees 
from  paying  this  assessment  ought  not  to  influence 
their  franchise  rights,  which  they  possess  at  present 
by  virtue  of  paying  the  assessment.  The  housing 
section  was  closed  for  discussing  the  participation  of 
commercial  employees  in  local  government ;  and  only 
after  an  interview  with  th;  chief  of  police  was  it 
allowed  to  renew  its  sitting  on  condition  that  the 
question  of  local  government  was  not  touched.  In 
the  evening  the  section  dealing  with  service  contracts 
was  brought  to  a  sudden  erid  because  of  an  expres- 
sion used  by  one  of  the  speakers,  who  desired  to  see 
the  establishment  of  shop  inspectors  in  order  to  safe- 
guard the  interests  of  the  employees. 

In  consequence  of  all  these  conflicts  the  Congress 
Committee  resolved  to  make  the  sittings  of  the 
sections  private,  precluding  the  presence  of  the  Press 
and  of  strangers,  so  that  the  police  should  have  no 
reason  to  attend.  But  the  police  would  not  consent 
to  recognise  these  sectional  meetings  as  private,  and 
continued  to  station  their  agents  there,  although 
according  to  the  regulations  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  private  sittings  should  have 
been  free  from  police  attention. 

On  the  15th  ilmost  all  the  sections  were  prema- 
turely closed,  and  on  the  16th,  by  order  of  the 
Minister  of  Interior,  the  Congress  was  declared 
closed.  The  delegates,  who  gathered  at  the  doors 
at  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  were  not 
admitted,  and  ordered  to  disperse.  The  Jewish 
members  w<re  ordered  to  leave  Moscow  by  the 
earliest  train 

Pres3  and  Political  Persecution. 
In  connection  with  the  Congress  of  Employees  and 
the  recent  Vig  strikes  in  St  Petersburg  and  in  the 
country  the  persecution  of  the  Labour  Press  has 
become  ve  y  acute.  The  I.ulch  and  the  Pravda  have 
been  confiscated  day  after  day  for  a  simple  report  of 
a  strike  p/oceeding  here  or  there.  The  workmen  in 
St.  Peter.burg  felt  themselves  called  upon  to  pro- 
test agaiist  this  persecution  of  the  journals  which 
defend  their  interests,  and  on  July  14th  began  a 
series  o  strikes  in  the  metropolitan  factories  and 
works  ii  the  name  of  the  freedom  of  the  Press.  In 
answer  to  this  activity  the  St.  Petersburg  High 
Court  ecently  ordered  the  suppression  of  the  hutch 
and  tre  1'ravda  (both  daily  papers)  and  of  the  weekly 
Trudwoy  Golos,  their  parity  character  and  their 
charrpionship  of  the  interests  of  the  workmen  being 
allcgxl  as  evidence  of  their  "  undesirability."  On 
the  ame  day  an  order  was  published  in  the  news- 
pap  rs  forbidding  the  impoitation  of  Darkest 
Risia  into  the  Russian  Empire. 

/t  the  same  time  members  of  the  Duma  belonging 
to  he  Social  Democratic  party  are  being  subjected 
to  official  persecution.  So  far  five  of  them  have 
ben  committed  for  trial  On  various  charges.  M. 
'Lhkheid/.e  is  being  proceeded  against  for  signing  an 
iiterpellation,  while  a  member  of  the  third  Duma, 
ii  which  a  fellow-member,  M.  Gololoboff,  who  is  now 
.  provincial  Vice-Governor,  was  accused  of  participa- 


tion in  the  murder  of  Dr.  Karavayeff  ;  M.  Mankoff  for 
contributing  an  article  to  the  Press,  in  which  the 
Government  officials  in  Siberia  were  criticised  for 
their  conduct  of  the  work  of  fam  ne  relief  ;  M. 
Skobeleff  for  writing  an  article  commenting  on  the 
treatment  of  naphtha  workers  by  their  employer;  ; 
M.  Burianofi  for  having  attended  a  meeting  of  four- 
teen workmen  in  Kiev  who  had  gathered  to  ifjfffffff 
the  new  insurance  law  ;  and  M.  Malinovsky  for  having 
similarly  participated  in  an  "illegal"  meeting  in 
Moscow. 

If  the  police  continue  their  operations  at  this  rate, 
before  the  Duma  resumes  its  sittings  in  the  autumn 
M.  Scheglovitoff,  the  Minister  of  Justice,  will  have 
succeeded  in  imprisoning  the  whole  of  the  Social 
Democratic  party,  and  will  thus  have  rid  the  Govern- 
ment of  a  considerable  section  of  the  Opposition  in 
the  Duma. 


THE    MURDERED  CONGRESS. 


Chairman's  Bitter  Complaint  Against  the 
Police. 

Deputy  Kerensky,  the  chairman  of  the  Trade 
Employees'  Congress,  has  addressed  to  the  Retch 
a  long  letter  describing  the  vicissitudes  which  the 
Congress  was  made  to  undergo.  The  rsport  of  the 
proceedings  given  in  last  week's  Darkest  Russia 
covers  much  of  the  ground  traversed  by  M.  Kerensky, 
but  some  of  his  statements  merit  further  attention. 

All  the  delegates  at  the  Congress,  he  declares, 
abided  strictly  by  the  conditions  laid  down  by  the 
Moscow  chief  of  police.  But  from  the  first  to  the 
last  sitting  the  police-officer  who  was  present  was 
continually  making  new  demands  which  were  contra- 
dictory to  the  regulations  sanctioned  by  the  police 
authorities  themselves,  and  which,  by  severely  and 
unreasonably  narrowing  the  limits  of  discussion, 
aroused  irritation  even  among  the  most  moderate 
delegates.  Eor  instance,  the  first  sitting  was  closed 
by  the  police-officer  because  telegrams  of  welcome 
were  read,  although  when  the  order  was  given  the 
reading  of  the  messages  had  long  been  stopped  and 
the  later  items  on  tne  agenda  were  already  being 
discussed. 

The  police  insisted  on  being  present  at  the 
sectional  meetings,  and  forbade  even  the  mention  of 
those  subjects  which  they  had  ordered  to  be  struck 
out  of  the  agenda,  although  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  avoid  mentioning  the  forbidden  topics  in 
discussing  the  subjects  which  had  to  be  substituted 
for  them. 

Senseless  Demands. 

"  It  is  difficult, '  continues  M.  Kerensky.  "  to 
write  calmly  and  in  detail  of  all  the  sense- 
less demands  which  were  continually  made  upon 
the  Congress.  Only  a  desire  to  complete  the 
work  inspired  the  officers  and  delegates  of 
the  Congress  with  encouragement  to  discover 
some  compromise  which  would  permit  the  work  to 
be  done.  But  when,  at  the  sitting  of  July  16th,  the 
delegates  gave  proof  of  their  restraint,  calmness,  and 
good  organisation,  and  everybody  at  last  thought  that 
there  was  no  risk  of  being  interrupted,  the  police  dis- 
covered a  new  ground  for  interference,  which  related 
not  to  the  subjects  of  discussion,  but  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  speakers  addressed  the  Congress."  It 
is  a  general  rule  at  such  meetings  that  a  speaker 
should  at  the  beginning  of  his  address  mention  the 
particular  party  to  which  he  belongs.  To  this  the 
police  officer  took  grave  exception.  When  M. 
Kerensky  pointed  out  to  him  that  there  was  nothing 
criminal  or  dangerous  to  social  order  in  such  a 
custom  he  stopped  the  discussion  altogether,  and  on 
the  following  morning  an  official  notice  appeared  on 
the  doors  ot  the  Congress  hall  stating  that  it  was 
closed. 

"  The  fourth  Congress  of  Trade  Employees,"  says 
M.  Kerensky,  "  was  closed  by  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  without  giving  any  reason.  The  Ministry  did 
not  thiiik  it  necessary  to  explain  to  the  Congress  the 
motives  for  its  action,  and  with  one  stroke  ot  the  pen 
destroyed  the  whole  edifice  of  laoour  which  is  bound 
up  with  the  interests  of  many  thousands  of  people 
employed  in  business  houses." 


The  editor  of  the  Russkaya  Molva  has  been  fined 
500  roubles  for  publishing  comments  on  the  ques- 
tion of  local  self-government  and  other  topics. 

The  editor  of  the  Yujnaya  Molva,  of  Berditchev, 
has  been  sentenced  to  a  month's  imprisonment  by 
the  Governor-General  of  Kiev  for  an  article  entitled 
"  Political  Strikes  of  Workmen." 

According  to  official  statistics  of  child  suicide  in 
Russia  for  the  year  191 1,  which  have  just  been  pub- 
lished, there  were  155  cases  among  the  pupils  of  the 
schools  of  the  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction.  There 
weie  also  fifty-nine  case  of  attempted  suicide  by 
boys  and  thirty-two  by  girls.  The  motives  are 
classified  under  the  headings,  nervous  and  mental 
illness,  school  troubles,  family  troubles,  and  romantic 
reasons. 


Juj.y  30,  1913. 
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WBLL  ON  THH  PERSECUTION  OP  THE  VaDDOIS. 


NOTES. 


Censored. 

Da  rkest  Russia  has  just  received  a  flattering- 
mark  of  attention  from  the  Russian  Government : 
the  importation  of  our  journal  into  the  Tsar's 
dominions  has  been  officially  prohibited.  Know- 
ing as  we  do  the  attitude  of  the  Russian  authori- 
ties towards  all  freedom  of  thought  and  expression, 
we  cannot  affect  to  be  surprised  at  this  order. 
The  step  is,  however,  significant  in  that  it  reveals 
the  extreme  sensitiveness  of*  the  Government  to 
foreign  criticism.  It  would  be  useless,  of  course, 
to  seek  to  discover  the  precise  grounds  on  which 
the  prohibitory  mandate  has  been  issued,  because 
in  Press  matters  the  authorities  act  on  no  settled 
orcomprehensible  method,  striking  merely  accord- 
ing to  the  caprice  of  the  moment.  We  can, 
however,  assert  this — that  in  no  respect  have  we 
ever  exceeded  the  bounds  of  moderate  and  con- 
stitutional agitation.  We  have  never  preached 
violence  or  revolution  ;  in  fact,  on  several  occa- 
sions we  have  specifically  dissociated  ourselves 
from  these  doctrines.  Our  whole  propaganda  is 
based  upon  the  demand  that  the  Russian  Con- 
stitution, granted  by  the  Tsar  in  1905  and  done 
to  death  two  years  later  by  his  Ministers,  shall 
be  restored  as  a  living  force,  and  developed  in 
accordance  with  the  political  ideals  prevailing  in 
Western  Europe.  There  is  not  an  item  in  our 
programme  to  which  an  English  Conservative 
might  not  and  would  not  subscribe.  However, 
we  shall  bear  our  exclusion  from  Russia  with 
equanimity.  It  is  not  there  that  our  work  lies, 
but  in  a  country  which  some  day,  we  hope,  will  be 
moved  to  show  the  Russian  Government  that 
misrule  at  home  means  loss  of  influence  and 
support  abroad. 

"Party"  Journals. 

The  persecution  of  the  Russian  Press  grows  more 
bitter.  Three  well-known  Progressive  newspapers 
—  the  Pravda,  the  Lutch,  and  the  Trudovoy  Goh.s — 
have  been  suppressed  by  order  of  the  St.  Peters- 
burg courts  pending  the  trial  of  their  editors  on 
charges  of  having  published  offensive  articles. 
This  action  is  defended  on  the  ground  of  the 
"  extreme  party  character  "  of  the  views  upheld 
by  the  journals  in  question  and  their  "  pernicious 
influence  on  the  masses.''  Even  in  the  Russian 
Penal  Code  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  pro- 
vision which  includes  these  characteristics  in  the 
category  of  crimes,  but  the  Administration 
pursues  its  own  ends,  as  usual,  with  little  regard 
for  the  law.  But  if  it  is  to  be  considered  an 
offence  for  a  newspaper  to  display  an  "  extreme 
party  character "  and  to  exercise  a  "  pernicious 
influence  on  the  masses,"  there  are  a  number  of 
Reactionary  organs  which  are  much  greater 
offenders  than  the  journals  which  have  just  been 
suppressed.  In  accordance  with  this  principle 
drastic  treatment  should  at  once  be  meted  out  to  the 
Zemschina,  the  Kolokol,  and  kindred  publications, 
whose  leading  idea  it  is  to  excite  the  passions  of 
the  mob  against  the  Jews  and  who  are  continually 
preaching  ill-will  towards  the  various  non- 
Russian  nationalities.  But  these  organs  are  in 
receipt  of  Government  subsidies,  and  it  is  hardly 


reasonable  to  expect  the  authorities  to  stultify 
themselves  to  that  extent.  Besides,  the  Govern- 
ment itself  has  set  them  an  example  in  the  past 
by  issuing  incitements  to  pogroms. 

The  Outrages  in  Poland. 

There  are  two  theories  as  to  the  origin  and 
meaning  of  the  recent  incendiary  outrages  in 
Poland,  of  which  severalJews  have  been  victims. 
One  of  them,  which  is  put  forward  with  consider- 
able force  by  a  competent  Russian  journalist, 
M.  Zalevsky,  in  this  week's  issue,  is  that  these 
atrocious  crimes  are  a  sequel  to  the  anti-Jewish 
bo}"cott,  and  were  inspired  by  the  same  Nation- 
alist agitation.  On  the  other  hand,  our  Polish 
correspondent,  whose  views  we  also  give, 
declares  this  theory  to  be  a  calumny  on  the 
Polish  nation,  and  supports  his  opinion  by  refer- 
ence to  an  official  statement  issued  by  the 
Governor- General  of  Warsaw,  M.  Skallon,  who 
attributes  the  outrages  to  the  prevalence  of 
"  hooliganism  "  and  brigandage.  At  the  same 
time  he  admits  that  "the  fury  of  the  boycott 
campaign  effectively  sets  the  vilest  passions 
ablaze  and  intensifies  the  criminal  atmosphere." 

An  Unconvincing  Theory. 

We  must  confess  that  we  are  not  greatly 
impressed  by  M.  Skallon's  statement.  It  has 
always  been  a  favourite  device  with  Russian 
provincial  administrators  to  put  down  any 
abnormal  incidents  that  occur  in  their  districts 
to  a  general  state  of  disorder,  because  it  is  on 
this  hypothesis  alone  that  the  repressive 
measures  and  the  huge  forces  of  police  which 
they  are  so  intent  on  maintaining  can  be  justi- 
fied. Nor  does  the  "hooligan"  theory  provide 
any  convincing  explanation  of  the  fact  that  Jews 
appear  to  have  been  singled  out  for  attack,  and 
that  the  Poles  refused  to  go  to  the  assistance 
of  their  unfortunate  fellow-citizens.  We  agree 
with  our  Polish  correspondent  that  there  is  no 
o-round  for  assuming-  that  the  acts  of  incendiarism 
were  the  work  of  those  who  engineered  the 
boycott ;  but,  after  carefully  considering  the  two 
theories  urged  by  our  present  contributors,  we 
see  no  reason  for  departing  from  the  view 
we  ourselves  adopted  a  fortnight  ago — namely, 
that  the  recent  outrages  are  a  more  or  less  direct 
consequence  of  the  "economic  boycott,"  which 
has  let  loose  anti-Semitic  passions  of  the  most 
savage  character.  Perhaps  the  strictures  that 
have  appeared  in  the  European  Press,  even  if 
they  were  not  wholly  deserved,  will  have  the 
effect  of  bringing  the  senseless  and  suicidal  anti- 
Jewish  campaign  in  Poland  to  an  end  ;  if  so, 
some  good  at  any  rate  will  have  come  out  of  the 
evil  activity  which,  whatever  its  origin,  is  a  foul 
disgrace  to  a  civilised  community. 

A  Liberal's  Grave. 

The  vindictiveness  of  the  Russian  authorities 
pursues  the  object  of  their  hate  even  after  death. 
The  late  Professor  Muromtseff,  the  famous  Presi- 
dent of  the  first  Duma,  was  a  Liberal  of  the  best 
type,  who  throughout  his  political  career  enjoyed 
the  respect  of  all  broad-minded  Russians  and  the 
detestation  of  the  "  Black  Hundred  "  fraternity. 
Now,  when  he  is  dead,  it  is  his  memory  which 
is  assailed.  The  Holy  Synod,  whose  leading 
officials  are  in  close  alliance  with  the  extreme 
Reactionaries,  has  prohibited  the  addition  of  a 
bust  of  the  deceased  politician  to  the  monument 
which  is  being  erected  over  his  grave  in  Moscow, 
on  the  pretext  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  the  Church  and  a  desecration  of  the 
cemetery.  But,  as  any  one  who  has  visited  a 
Russian  cemetery  is  aware,  hundreds  of  graves 
are  adorned  in  this  fashion.  In  the  cemetery  of 
the  Alexandro-Nevsky  Monastery  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, for  instance,  which  is  considered  the  most 
exclusive  burying-place  in  the  capital,  busts  of 
Dostoevsky,  Apukhtin,  and  other  famous  men 
are  to  be  found  gracing  their  tombs.  Obviously, 
then,  the  Holy  Synod  is  now  intent  merely  on 


casting  a  last  insult  at  the  memory  of  a  man 
whom  it  hated  because  he  was  an  honest  Liberal. 

Ecclesiastical  Excesses. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  from  autho- 
rities on  international  law  how  far  the  Russian 
Government's  latest  coup  at  Mount  Athos 
accords  with  the  recent  declaration  of  that 
territory  as  an  autonomous  republic.  Six 
hundred  and  sixteen  monks  belonging  to  the 
monasteries  of  St.  Pantelemon  and  St.  Andrew, 
who  insisted  on  regarding  the  Name  of  God  as 
divine,  have  been  violently  seized  and  deported 
to  Russia,  where  the  Holy  Synod  will  be  able  to 
wreak  full  vengeance  upon  them.  With  the 
merits  of  the  dispute,  which  we  explained  some 
weeks  ago,  we  have  little  concern,  although  we 
may  point  out  that  the  "  heretical "  monks 
claim  to  have  had  the  Holy  Synod's  own 
authority,  which  they  allege  to  have  been  after- 
wards improperly  revoked,  for  adopting  their 
offending  doctrine.  But  it  is  appalling  to  think 
what  must  be  the  condition  of  affairs  prevailing 
in  the  Russian  Church,  and  what  a  conception  of 
Christianity  must  be  held  by  its  leaders,  when 
differences  within  its  ranks  of  so  trivial  a  nature 
have  to  be  composed  by  armed  force.  The  whole 
affair  smacks  of  the  fanatical  excesses  which  in 
mediaeval  times  were  perpetrated  in  the  name  of 
religion,  and  impels  one  to  wonder  how  far  the 
Russian  Church  has  progressed  since  the  days  of 
its  first  establishment.  There  is  much  food  for 
reflection  here  for  those  of  our  countrymen  who 
are  being  invited  to  support  a  union  of  the 
Anglican  and  Russian  Churches. 


MAD  PRISONER'S  TREATMENT. 


Terrible  Tale  of  the  "  Punishment-Cell." 


The  parents  of  a  political  prisoner  named  Vladimir 
Godlevsky  have  written  a  heart-breaking  letter  to  the 
Retch  on  the  cruelty  with  which  their  son  is  treated 
in  prison,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that,  being  a  hopeless 
lunatic,  he  is  not  responsible  for  his  actions.  Before 
his  imprisonment  he  had  been  confined  in  four 
asylums — in  Perm,  Ufa,  and  St.  Petersburg.  This, 
however,  did  not  prevent  him  from  being  sentenced 
to  ten  years'  hard  labour,  of  which  term,  the  unfortu- 
nate man  hasalready  served  two  years.  "All  this  time," 
write  his  parents,  "our  son  is  subjected  to  the  most 
harsh  conditions,  which  are  worse  even  than  the 
famous  'stone-sacks'  of  the  Shluesselburg  fortress. 
And  to  think  that  our  son,  when  he  committed  the 
offence,  was  only  seventeen  years  of  age  ! 

"  For  the  least  infraction  of  discipline  the  prisoner 
is  refused  interviews  with  his  parents,  is  forbidden 
to  write  letters  or  to  take  walks,  is  starved  in  the 
punishment-cell,  and  is  beaten  almost  to  death  (even 
in  our  presence).  He  wears  chains,  and  is  deprived 
of  anything  which  may  give  relief  to  his  poor  mind. 

"  Such  treatment  could  not  fail  to  have  its  due 
effect,  and  now,  when  the  prisoner  is  only  twenty- 
four  years  old,  he  looks  an  old  man.  He  has  lost  his 
sight  and  contracted  rheumatism  and  heart-disease, 
thanks  to  the  semi-dark  cell  with  its  cold  asphalt 
floor,  which  even  in  the  winter  is  left  for  weeks 
without  being  warmed,  and  to  his  scanty  dress  and 
defective  footgear.  In  brief  he  is  treated  as  though 
he  were  sentenced  to  mediaeval  torture.  His  mental 
sufferings  are  regarded  as  a  pretence,  and  the  effects 
of  his  mental  disease  as  acts  of  an  evil  will,  which 
are  cruelly  punished  by  his  harsh  gaolers. 

"  And  now,  after  inquiring  by  letter  and  telegram 
as  to  the  cause  of  our  son's  silence,  we  have  received 
the  very  laconic  answer  :  '  He  is  incarcerated  in  the 
punishment-cell.'  Again  !  When,  then,  will  the 
sufferings  of  the  martyr  be  finished  ?  " 


JEWISH    EDUCATIONAL  RESTRIC- 
TIONS. 


A  Jewish  doctor,  M.  Tverdo,  recently  applied  to 
the  Minister  of  Education  for  permission  to  open  a 
grammar-school  for  Jewish  children  at  Ekaterinoslav, 
possessing  the  usual  rights  accorded  to  other  schools. 
In  his  petition  he  stated  that  his  object  was  not  com- 
mercial, but  purely  educational.  The  application  was 
handed  to  the  head  of  the  Odessa  educational 
district,  M.  Smolianinoff,  who  in  forwarding  it  to 
the  Minister  expressed  himself  very  unfavourably 
towards  the  proposal.  He  pointed  out  that  the  effect 
of  a  new  Jewish  school  would  be  that  the  15  per 
cent,  limit  which  is  imposed  in  restriction  of  Jewish 
education  would  be  violated,  and  a  greater  number 
of  Jewish  children  than  the  law  allows  would  be 
enabled  to  attend  school.  M.  Smolianinoff  s  arguments 
weighed  with  the  Minister  of  Education,  who  refused 
permission  for  the  establishment  of  the  school. 


124 


Ivit  30,  tM& 


POLES    AND  JEWS. 

I. — The  Recent    Incendiary  Outrages  in 
Poland. 

Two  or  three  weeks  ago  the  newspapers  reported 
the  firing  of  six  Jewish  houses  in  the  little  Polish 
town  of  Mondjeyev,  in  the  government  of  Piotrkov. 
Before  that  they  had  contained  the  news  that  at 
Pontnev,  in  the  Vielun  district  of  the  government  of 
Kalisch,  a  Jew  named  Goldman  and  his  six  children 
had  been  burnt  to  death.  The  earlier  outrage 
evoked  vehement  denunciations  of  the  Poles  in  the 
Jewish  National  Press,  while  the  Polish  papers  attri- 
buted the  death  of  Goldman  to  an  accident.  The 
Mondjeyev  affair,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
explained  by  the  Polish  Progressists  as  an  act  of 
fanaticism  on  the  part  of  people  infected  by  the 
Nationalist  agitation  which  had  given  rise  to  the 
anti-Jewish  boycott. 

The  facts  relating  to  these  outrages  may  perhaps 
be  set  out  in  the  most  objective  fashion  by  quoting 
from  the  Novy  Voschod,  a  Jewish  review  written  in 
Russian.  The  accounts  given  in  this  journal  are 
soberly  worded  and  thoroughly  well  verified.  It  is 
an  organ  of  Moderate-Progressist  opinion,  and  of  an 
extremely  impartial  character,  and  it  is  further  to  be 
noted  that  for  several  years  it  has  waged  war  upon 
Jewish  Nationalism.  A  few  weeks  ago  it  denounced 
a  Jewish  journalist,  M.  Jabotinsky,  who  had  declared 
himself  to  be  opposed  to  Polish  autonomy — the 
centre  of  the  hopes  of  all  classes  of  Polish  society. 
Thus  the  opinion  of  this  organ  on  the  matters  under 
consideration  is  of  especial  interest. 

The  Pontnev  Tragedy  Described. 

Of  the  Pontnev  affair  the  Novy  Voschod  writes  : — 
"  In  the  little  Polish  village  of  Pontnev  (govern- 
ment of  Kalisch)  a  Jewish  family — father,  mother, 
and  six  children — perished  a  few  days  ago.  Only  a 
girl  of  twelve  survives.  .  .  .  The  members  of 
this  ill-fated  family  of  Pontnev  were  killed  by  their 
fellow-citizens  ;  that  is  an  incontestable  fact.  .  .  . 
It  is  established  that  this  terrible  crime  was  organised 
in  advance.  The  house  was  set  on  fire  on  all  sides  ; 
the  doors  and  windows  of  the  unfortunate  shopkeeper 
had  previously  been  fastened  from  outside.  Whether 
this  was  the  act  of  vengeance  of  a  single  person  who 
was  assisted  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  purpose 
by  his  friends,  or  whether  it  was  arranged  as  a  col- 
lective crime,  it  is  beyond  question  that  not  a  soul 
came  to  the  assistance  of  the  doomed  family.  One 
of  the  villagers,  a  Christian,  declared  that  he  would 
willingly  have  gone  to  their  aid,  but  he  feared  his 
neighbours'  vengeance.  .  .  .  Now,  after  the 
tragedy,  all  the  Jews  in  the  neighbouring  villages 
have  received  anonymous  letters  ordering  them  to 
leave  the  country  at  once ;  otherwise,  they  were 
informed,  they  would  meet  with  the  same  fate  as  the 
Goldman  family." 

The  Mondjeyev  Outrages. 

In  a  later  issue  the  same  paper  wrote  :  — 
"  In  the  little  frontier  town  of  Mondjeyev,  near 
Sosnovitzky,  six  Jewish  houses  were  destroyed  by 
fire  during  the  night.  The  residents  barely  escaped 
with  their  lives,  and  all  their  belongings  were  con- 
sumed by  the  flames.  .  .  .  On  the  following 
night  another  householder,  M.  Scharf,  caught  a 
Polish  boy  in  the  act  of  attempting  to  set  fire  to  his 
house  with  a  match.  M.  Scharf  seized  the  youthful 
incendiary  and  took  him  to  the  police-station,  where 
he  confessed  to  the  police  his  intention  to  fire  the 
house.  He  stated  that  on  the  previous  night  he  and 
->ix  companions  had  poured  petrol  on  to  six  Jewish 
houses,  which  were  soon  burnt  out.  The  gang  of 
incendiary  youths  was  arrested.  They  were  boys 
of  from  eleven  to  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  their 
leader  was  only  eleven  years  old.  ...  As  was 
the  case  at  Pontnev,  not  a  single  Pole  came  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Jews.  When  the  Jews  attempted 
to  rescue  the  scrolls  of  the  Torah  from  the  burning 
synagogue  the  crowd  of  Poles  threw  stones  and 
broke  the  windows  of  the  sacred  edifice.  Fortunately, 
the  municipal  firemen  of  a  German  town  across  the 
frontier  came  to  the  help  of  the  victims." 

Where  the  Quilt  Lies. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  these  two  terrible 
outrages  are  the  fruit  of  fanaticism  that  has  developed 
among  a  section  of  the  Polish  people  under  the 
influence  of  the  anti-Jewish  boycott.  It  would,  how- 
be  unjust  to  place  the  entire  responsibility  upon 
Polish  society.  The  guilty  parties  are  in  reality  the 
Poli  h  Nationalists  and  the  Russian  Government.  It 
is  the  latter  that  has  crea'ed  the  conditions  favouring 
the  development  of  Polish  Nationalism,  of  which 
anti-Sernitic  fanaticism  is  the  fatal  result.  With  the 
origin  and  growth  of  this  Polish  anti-Semitism  I 
shall  deal  in  another  article. 

K.  Zalevsky. 

^Another  aspect  of  the  incendiary  outrages  is  given 
by  our  Polish  correspondent  in  the  adjoining  column, 
and  the  two  accounts  are  compared  in  our  editorial 
Notes,  j 


A    POLISH  CHRONIQUE. 


The    Anti-Semitic   Atrocities   in   a  New 
Light. 


[From  Ouk  Polish  CoRRBSPONDBKT.] 

The  pernicious  agitation  carried  on  by  the  Nation- 
alists, whose  main  object  consists  in  waging  war 
upon  all  "  outsiders,"  and  especially  upon  the  Jews, 
has  lately  given  rise  to  certain  rumours  which,  though 
far  from  being  true,  have  unfortunately  found  their 
way  into  the  foreign  Press,  and  have  thus  prejudiced 
Europe  against  the  whole  Polish  nation.  Especial 
prominence  has  been  given  to  the  alleged  fact  that 
the  incendiary  outrages  committed  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Poland  are  the  immediate  result  of  the  anti-Jewish 
boycott,  and  even  the  work  of  the  boycotlers,  and 
that  in  the  village  of  Vielun  Polish  peasants  burnt  to 
death  a  Jewish  family.  Within  the  last  few  days, 
however,  all  these  calumnies  have  met  with  refuta- 
tion. The  Governor-General,  M.  Skallon,  has  offici- 
ally stated  that  the  incendiarism  is  the  work  of 
"  hooliganism "  and  brigandage,  which  for  some  years 
have  flourished  exceedingly,  and  have  inflicted  equal 
injury  on  all  sections  of  the  population,  whatever 
their  faith.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged that  the  fury  of  the  boycott  campaign  effec- 
tively sets  the  vilest  passions  ablaze,  and  intensifies 
the  criminal  atmosphere. 

With  regard  to  the  fatal  incident  in  Vielun,  how- 
ever, it  has  been  proved  beyond  all  doubt  that  the 
peaceful  population  of  the  village  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  Inquiries  have  been  made  on  the  spot  by  a 
special  correspondent  of  the  Przcglad  Codzicnny,  a 
Warsaw  daily,  edited  by  M.  Mendelson,  which  is 
known  as  a  champion  of  the  Jews.  This  correspon- 
dent spent  a  few  days  at  Vielun,  and  made  a  thorough 
investigation  into  local  conditions,  without  discover- 
ing a  single  fact  that  justified  him  in  ascribing  this 
incendiary  outrage  to  the  boycott-makers. 

Bankrupt  Nationalism. 

Fortunately  the  root  of  most  Polish  evils,  National- 
ism, is  on  the  decline,  and  its  bankruptcy  is  already 
in  sight.  The  main  force  of  the  Nationalist  party 
consisted  in  its  strong  organisation,  which  enabled  it 
to  pack  the  highest  public  posts  and  also  the  Polish 
benches  in  the  Duma  with  its  members.  In  the 
Duma  the  Polish  "  Kolo"  has  pursued  a  shamelessly 
opportunistic  policy.  Recently  its  members  have 
broken  off  all  relations  with  the  Cadets,  and  have 
not  refrained  from  joining  forces  with  the  Russian 
Reaction.  One  of  the  most  prominent  Polish 
deputies — Professor  Dymsha — declared  in  an  inter- 
view : — "  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  all  our  activities  in 
the  Duma  are  completely  fruitless."  General 
resentment  is  directed  not  only  against  the  Govern- 
ment but  also  against  the  National  representatives  in 
the  Duma.  The  latter  have  therefore  decided  to 
resign  in  a  body,  their  resignation  to  take  effect  at 
the  beginning  of  the  autumn  session. 

In  the  meantime  the  everlasting  regime  of  repres- 
sion and  russification  follows  its  normal  course,  with 
now  and  again  a  fresh  outburst  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  Recently  M.  Kokovtsoff  announced 
the  impending  abolition  of  the  Code  Napoleon  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Poland.  This  Code  still  forms  a 
connecting  link  with  Western  culture,  and  is  far 
more  liberal  than  the  Russian  laws  ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment openly  aims  at  eradicating  every  vestige  of 
Poland's  distinctive  character. 

Repression   in  the  Nursery. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Maklakoff,  has 
issued  a  circular  f.o  all  the  provincial  Governors, 
ordering  the  immediate  closing  of  every  infant- 
school  in  which  a  single  Polish  spelling-book  is  found. 
He  also  instructs  them  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on 
nursery  governesses,  who  may  possibly  be  teaching 
Polish  without  the  aid  of  a  spelling-book.  Regular 
reports  are  to  be  presented  on  nursery  games,  and 
especial  attention  is  to  be  devoted  to  nursery  songs. 
Moreover,  by  virtue  of  this  circular,  every  nursery 
governess  must  submit  to  the  district  school  inspector 
a  police  certificate  to  the  effect  that  her  opinions  are 
"  irreproachable."  This  arbitrary  order  has  already 
resulted  in  the  closing  of  all  the  parochial  infant- 
schools  under  the  control  of  the  Catholic  Association, 
and  in  the  dismissal  of  some  hundreds  of  nursery 
governesses  to  whom  the  police  or  the  school  autho- 
rities refused  to  give  the  necessary  certificate. 

On  the  strength  of  an  order  dated  March  19th  the 
Governor  of  Minsk  has  called  upon  the  teachers  to 
inform  him  of  every  attempt  made  to  impart  private 
Polish  instruction,  wlnsh,  being  tantamount  to 
"  secret  schooling,"  is  henceforth  to  be  punished  most 
severely. 


The  Utro,  of  Kharkov,  has  been  fined  150  roubles 
in  respect  of  its  report  on  the  conference  of  the  heads 
of  the  Russian  detective  departments. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION 


Court  Refuses  to   Summon  Four  Experts 
for  the  Defence. 


The  Kiev  District  Court  has  now  considered  the 
application  of  Beiliss  legal  representative^  with 
regard  to  the  calling  of  witnesses  at  his  long-delayed 
trial.  It  has  granted  summonses  to  all  the  non- 
expert witnesses  required  by  the  defence,  but  it  has 
refused  to  issue  summonses  to  four  out  of  the  eleven 
experts  whose  attendance  was  demanded.  The 
banned  experts  are  Professor  Strack,  of  Berlin,  Rabbi 
Maze,  of  Moscow,  M.  Bakhtereff,  of  the  St.  Peters- 
burg Academy,  and  Professor  Osipoff,  of  Kazan 
University. 

The  Court  also  declined  to  accede  to  the  demand 
that  the  anti-Semitic  Roman  Catholic  priest  Pranaytis 
should  be  called  upon  to  produce  the  books  from 
which  he  professes  to  quote  as  authorities  on  the 
"ritual  murder  "  question,  or  to  indicate  where  they 
are  to  be  found. 

For  the  defence  the  following  experts  are  to 
appear  : — Professors  Karpinsky,  Pavloff,  Taranukhin, 
Kadian,  Kokovtsoff,  Troitsky,  Glagoleff,  Ncjinsky, 
and  Tikhomiroff.  All  are  great  and  acknowledged 
authorities  in  Russia  on  questions  connected  with 
either  anatomy,  Jewish  religion  and  literature, 
physiology,  or  mental  diseases.  Invitations  are  also 
to  be  sent  to  the  four  experts  whom  the  Court  has 
refused  to  subp<ena. 

As  permission  has  been  granted  to  the  prosecution 
(represented  by  the  Public  Prosecutor,  M.  Vipper, 
and  Advocate  Shmakoff,  the  notorious  anti-Semite) 
for  the  summoning  of  new  witnesses  with  the  object 
of  implicating  in  the  crime  M.  Zaitseff,  the  owner 
of  the  brick-factory  where  Beilis  was  employed  as  a 
clerk,  and  M.  Shneerson,  a  Jew  belonging  tj  the  sect 
of  "Chassidim,"  Beilis's  representatives  nave  applied 
for  summonses  to  be  issued  to  other  witnesses  who 
will  give  evidence  to  the  contrary  effect. 

An  official  on  the  staff  of  the  Governor-General  of 
Kiev,  named  Merder,  recently  paid  a  visit  to  M.  Zait- 
seff s  factory,  summoned  all  the  watchmen,  and  asked 
them  whether  there  was  a  secret  room  on  the  premises 
in  which  Jewish  prayers  were  held.  The  watchmen 
denied  the  existence  of  such  a  room.  Tne  official 
thereupon  began  to  make  an  inspection  of  the  build- 
ings, but  searched  in  vain  for  any  trace  of  a  secret 
synagogue. 

More  Witnesses  Demanded. 

Beilis's  representatives,  in  asking  for  the  citation 
of  fourteen  extra  witnesses,  divide  them  into  several 
groups.  In  the  first  group  are  the  Investigating 
Magistrate,  M.  Fenenko,  and  the  present  Public 
Prosecutor  of  Mohilev,  M.  Lashkaroff,  who  was 
formerly  Assistant  Public  Prosecutor  in  Kiev  and 
who  made  the  first  report  on  the  case.  These  wit- 
nesses are  called  to  refute  the  declaration  of  the 
prosecution  that  the  defence  tried  to  complicate 
the  case  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  the  truth,  and 
also  to  prove  that  MM.  Brazul-Brushkovsky  and 
Vygranoff,  the  two  men  who  privately  investigated 
the  case  and  claimed  to  have  discovered  the  real 
murderers,  the  members  of  the  criminal  gang,  carried 
out  their  work  quite  conscientiously  and  with  the 
full  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  official  investi- 
gators, the  said  Fenenko  and  Lashkaroff. 

The  witnesses  of  the  second  group  will  testify  to 
the  falsity  of  the  deposition  of  Advocate  Shmakoff's 
witnesses,  who  say  that  Beilis  was  in  some  way  con- 
nected with  Vera  Tcheberyak,  at  whose  house  it  is 
said  that  the  boy  Yuschinsky  was  murdered. 

The  third  group  of  witnesses  are  called  to  refute 
the  deposition  made  by  Merder,  who  is  called  Dy 
Advocate  Shmakoff  to  testify  to  "  the  fanaticism  of 
Zaitseff,  who  baked  Passover- cakes  by  hundreds 
of  poods,  and  who  built  a  secret  synagogue." 
They  will  also  refute  the  declaration  made  by  the 
same  witness  which  seeks  to  connect  the  sect  of 
"  Chassidim  "  with  the  case. 

A  few  other  witnesses  will  be  called  to  prove  the 
falsity  of  the  deposition  made  by  a  convict  who  was 
a  fellow-prisoner  of  Beilis,  and  who  informed  the 
prison  governor  that  Beilis  had  confessed  to  him  that 
he  was  the  murderer  of  Yuschinsky. 

Finally  Beilis's  representatives  insist  on  calling  as 
an  expert  witness  the  Jewish  Rabbi  of  Moscow,  Dr. 
Maze,  to  enlighten  the  jury  and  the  court  as  to  the 
true  meaning  cf  the  terms  "  Chassid and  "  Zaddik," 
since  Advocate  Shmakoff  lays  special  stress  on  the 
alleged  connection  of  the  "Chassidim"  with  the 
crime,  and  associates  Beilis  with  that  sect. 


The  Bourse  Gazelle  has  been  fined  500  roubles  for 
publishing  an  article  relating  to  police  activity  in  the 
country. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Yujmiya  Zarya,  of  Ekateri- 
noslav,  was  confiscated  lor  publishing  an  article  on 
the  Lena  tragedy. 
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THE    VODKA  SCOURGE. 

The  widespread  attention  that  has  been  given 
to  the  proceedings  at  the  International  Congress 
of  Medicine,  which  included  papers  and  discus- 
sions  on   the    subject    of   infant  and  general 
mortality,  lends  especial  interest  to  the  statistical 
tables  prepared  for  the  Pan-Russian  Hygienic 
Exhibition  which  was  recently  held  in  St.  Peters- 
burg.   These  figures,  some  of  which  we  repro- 
duced in  a  recent  issue,  and  which  give  a  graphic 
conspectus  of  the  death-rate  among  Russians  of 
various  ages  and  denominations,  reveal  striking 
differences  in  this  particular  as  between  certain 
religious  creeds — differences  which  cannot  be 
accounted  for  by  mere  fortuitous  causes.  Of  great 
significance  is  the  fact  that,  of  all  the  denomina 
tions  in  Russia,  the  mortality  is  highest  among  the 
members  of  the  Orthodox  Church — that  is  to  say, 
among  the  "  true  Russians  " — and  that  it  is  more 
than  twice  as  high  among  them  as  among  the 
Moslems.    It  is  true  that  at  the  same  time  the 
birth-rate  is  much  higher  in  the  one  case  than 
in  the  other,  but  the  huge  death  statistics  of  the 
Orthodox   community    nevertheless    argue  the 
existence  of  serious  defects  in  the  conditions  of 
life.    There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  remark- 
able difference  in  the  mortality  figures  between 
Orthodox  and  Moslems  is  intimately  connected 
with  the  consumption  of  alcohol  T.he-MosleoaSij 
it  is  well  known,  abstain  from  the  use  of  alcohol, 
or  at  any  rate  of  vodka ;  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  precisely  in  those  parts  of  the  Empire  where 
the  consumption  of  vodka  is  greatest — that  is,  in 
the  cities  of  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow  —  that 
the  infant  mortality   is  highest.     Before  this 
devastating   scourge  all  the  other  causes  that 
predispose  towards  a  high  death-rate  become 
comparatively    unimportant.      In    the  villages 
there    is    a    deplorable    scarcity    of  doctors, 
there  being,  on  an  average,  but   one  qualiiied 
medical  man  to  every  22,000  inhabitants.  The 
ravages  of  cancer,  consumption,  and  venereal 
disease  are  appalling  ;    in  the  government  of 
Penza,  for  instance,  312  in  every  thousand  of  the 
inhabitants  are  said  to  be  syphilitic,  and  in  that 
of  Moscow  120  in  every  thousand  are  consump- 
tive.   But  the  greatest  enemy  of  all  is  drink  ; 
it  is  the  vodka  sold  by  the  Government,  under  a 
monopoly  which  was  introduced  under  the  hypo- 
critical pretence  of  checking  drunkenness,  that 
is  the  real  destroyer  of  the  Russian  people. 

It  is  sometimes  sought  to  prove  (usually  by 
means  of  figures  on  which  no  reliance  can  be 
placed  )  that  Russia  consumes  less  alcohol  per 
head  of  the  population  than  many  countries  of 
Western  Europe.  Even  if  this  statement  is  true, 
it  is  of  little  meaning.  The  Russian  people  are 
underfed  to  such  an  extent,  and  the  hygienic 
conditions  under  which  they  live  are  so  terrible, 
that  they  more  easily  succumb  to  the  effects  of 
acholisation  than  anyj  other  nation.  If  statistics 
are  required  as  to  Russia's  annual  drink  bill  they 
will  be  found  in^  the  proceedings  of  the  Tem- 
perance Conference  held  in  Moscow  last  autumn. 
There  it  was  stated  that  the  Russian  people 
spend  annuallyiaboutja  milliard  roubles  (a  hun- 
dred millions'^sterling)  on  vodka  ;  and  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Conference,  Dr.  Sajiss,  presented 
a  most  significant  report  in  which  he  compared 
the  proportion  of  a  workman's  earnings  expended 
on  alcohol  in  the  ^United  States  of  America 


(  where  it  amounted  on  an  average  to  3  6  per 
cent.),  in  Germany  (lv5  per  cent.),  and  in 
Russia  (2(r7  per  cent.).  The  trade  in  Govern- 
ment vodka  is  increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds, 
as  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  for  the  present 
year  the  authorities  gave  an  order  for  bottles 
which  exceeded  the  figure  for  1911  by  nearly  70 
per  cent.  The  worst  of  the  drink  evil  is  that  it 
is  by  no  means  confined  tc  adults.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  Russian  Medical  Association  held  last 
October  attention  was  dr^wn  to  the  prevalence 
of  alcoholism  among  school-children.  In  some 
of  the  primary  schools,  it  was  stated,  SO  or  90 
per  cent,  of  the  boys  ant5  60  or  70  per  cent,  of 
the  girls  were  addicted  to  the  drink  habit  ;  and 
conlirmation  of  this  terrible  disclosure  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Trade  Report  for  li>ll  issued  by 
the  British  Consul  in  Moscow.  A  few  more 
statistics  may  be  quoted  in  proof  of  the  indubit- 
able fact  that  Russia  is  the  most  drunken  country 
in  Europe,  and  probably  in  the  world.  The 
number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  is  fourteen 
times  greater  in  St.  Petersburg  than  in  Berlin  ; 
every  year  about  70,000;  persons  are  locked  up 
in  the  so-called  "  sobering  cells  "  of  the  Russian 
capital.  Of  every  bundled  lunatics  in  Russia 
forty-two  are  victims  of  alcoholic  mania.  In 
view  of  all  these  facts  it«  is  clear  that,  however 
much  the  population  mar  increase,  the  gain  in 
numbers  (to  which  certain  political  economists 
V>nth  in  JELnssia  er>cL.2.b3s4H  •■■■>:■•  -icmistomed  t-» 
point  with  amazement  and  admiration)  is  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  all  too  obvious 
deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  people.  But 
the  great  reform  which  is  so  urgently  demanded — 
the  abolition  of  the  Government  drink  mono- 
poly— is  impossible  so  long  as  over  a  quarter  of 
the  State's  annual  revenue  is  derived  from  this 
source. 

In  view  of  the  fact  last  mentioned  it  is  idle 
even  to  expect  that  the  present  Government  will 
do  anything  to  keep  the  evil  within  bounds.  It 
has  set  up  so-called  "  Temperance  Boards,"  it  is 
true,  but  these  are  at  best  of  a  decorative  charac- 
ter. Its  professed  endeavours  to  tackle  the  pro- 
blem, indeed,  have  been  nothing  short  of  ludicrous. 
Recently  it  was  solemnly  declared  that  the  one 
way  of  checking  drunkenness  was  through  "  the 
spread  of  religious  education.  '  But,  as  the 
Novoe  Vremya  pointed  out  not  very  long  ago,  it 
is  the  religious  instructors,  the  priests,  who  are 
among  the  most  confirmed  devotees  of  alcoholism. 
"  Half,  if  not  three-quarters,  of  the  clergy  them- 
selves, especially  in  the  villages,  are  in  the 
clutches  of  that  terrible  vice,''  wrote  M.  Menshi- 
koff  in  one  of  his  saner  moments.  Incredible  as 
it  may  sound,  the  Government  even  goes  the 
length  of  persecuting  those  who  go  among  the 
people  preaching  temperance  ;  witness  the  recent 
arrest  of  the  followers  of  Ivan  Tchurikoff.  The 
fact  is,  of  course,  as  we  have  pointed  out  on  pre- 
vious occasions,  that  the  bureaucracy  not  only 
derives  a  quarter  of  its  income  from  the  sale  of 
liquor,  but  relies  on  the  weakness  and  degeneracy 
of  the  people  caused  by  the  vodka  habit  to  keep 
it  in  power.  There  in  a  nutshell  we  have  the 
real  vice  of  the  matter. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

Mythical   Works   on  the  Subject  of 
"  Ritual  Murder." 


A  school  which  was  established  last  October  at 
Vyritsa  by  the  Temperance  Brotherhood,  founded 
by  Ivan  Tchurikoff,  and  which  was  maintained  at  the 
expense  of  the  Brothers,  has  been  closed  by  the 
police. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Examining 
Magistrate  of  Kiev,  who  conducted  the  supple- 
mentary preliminary  inquiry  into  the  Yuschinsky 
murder  case,  sought  the  expert  opinions  of  Professor 
Kokovtsoff,  Professor  Troitsky,  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  priest  Pranaytis  on  the  question  whether 
"  ritual  murder  "  is  sanctioned  by  the  religious  books 
of  the  Jews. 

In  reply  the  famous  Orientalist  and  Academician, 
Professor  Kokovtsoff,  and  Professor  Troitsky,  of  the 
Orthodox  Theological  Academy  of  St.  Petersburg, 
made  statements  declaring  in  the  most  categorical 
manner  that  the  religious  books  of  the  Jews  do  not 
justify  the  slightest  suspicion  of  "ritual  murder  "  or 
the  employment  of  blood  in  any  way  being  thus 
sanctioned.  The  priest  Pranaytis,  however,  main- 
tained that  the  custom  of  ritual  murder  prevails 
among  the  Jews,  substantiating  his  assertion  bv 
enumerating  the  titles  of  fifty  Jewish  religious  books. 

This  was  sufficient  to  induce  the  Court  of  Kiev, 
before  whom  Btilis  is  to  be  tried,  to  summon  the 
priest  as  an  expert,  in  spite  of  his  discreditable 
record  and  of  the  fact  that  he  had  been  removed  by 
the  Roman  Catholic  Consistory  for  fraudulent  deal- 
ings to  the  remote  city  of  Tashkent,  in  Turkestan  ; 
while  at  the  same  time  it  discarded  the  evidence  of 
two  such  universally  respected  and  undisputed 
authorities  as  Professors  Kokovtsoff  and  Troitsky. 

Non-Existent  Books. 

An  examination  of  the  list  of  books  supplied  by 
Pranaytis,  however,  revealed  the  awkward  fact,  that 
some  of  those  works  do  not  even  exist,  while  the 
remainder  do  not  contain  a  single  word  relating  to 
the  existence  of  ritual  murder  or  the  use  of  blood 
among  Jews.  The  counsel  for  the  defence  there- 
upon requested  the  Court  to  subpeena  Professors 
Kokovtsoff  and  Troitsky,  applying  at  the  same  time 
for  the  production  of  the  books  referred  to  by 
Pranaytis  in  his  expert  evidence. 

Placed  in  this  predicament,  the  Kiev  Court  issued 
subpoenas  to  the  two  Professors,  but  refused  to  make 
an  order  for  the  production  of  the  books  in  question 
on  the  ground  that  the  accused  man  had  failed  to 
demand  their  production  at  the  proper  time — 
namely,  during  the  course  of  the  preliminary  inquiry. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  the  Russian  law  does 
not  allow  counsel  to  intervene  during  the  preliminary 
inquiry,  until  the  final  confirmation  of  the  indictment  ; 
and  Beilis  himself,  in  his  strict  isolation,  was  not 
aware  or  informed  of  his  right  to  present  such  a 
demand,  for  which  he  does  not  even  possess  the 
necessary  education  or  intelligence.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  prisoner's  wife  did  present  a  demand  for 
the  production  of  the  books  in  due  time,  and  the 
Court  refused  her  application  on  the  ground  that  it 
must  emanate  from  the  accused  himself. 

Summonses  Befused. 

On  the  renewed  application  of  Advocate  Grusen- 
berg,  which  was  supported  by  incontrovertible  facts 
and  legal  arguments,  the  Kiev  District  Court  has  at 
last  agreed  to  subpeena  Prof.  Bekhtereff '  as  a  medical 
expert,  but  has  refused  to  admit  Prof.  Ossipoff,  of 
Kazan,  and  Prof.  Strack,  of  Berlin,  whose  presence 
Advocate  Grusenberg  had  requested  the  Court  to 
secure,  if  need  be,  at  the  expense  of  the  defence. 

The  prisoner  Beilis  has  notified  the  Court  that,  in 
addition  to  his  other  counsel,  he  has  entrusted  his 
defence  to  Advocate  Karabtchevsky,  who  has  already 
lodged  with  the  Court  an  independent  application 
for  the  issue  of  summonses  to  Profs.  Ossipoff  and 
Strack,  which  were  refused  to  his  colleagues. 

Although  the  trial  of  Beilis  has  been  announced 
to  begin  on  October  6th,  another  postponement  is 
not  considered  to  be  improbable,  seeing  that  M. 
Boldyieff.  the  Judge  who  is  to  preside  at' the  trial, 
has  left  Kiev  for  his  holidays  without  leaving  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  date,  while  it  is  feared  that  the  interval 
after  his  return  may  prove  too  short  for  the  service 
of  subpoenas  on  the  witnesses  and  experts. 

The  trial  is  expected  to  last  three  weeks,  and  the 
Court  has  so  far  received  200  applications  from 
metropolitan,  provincial,  and  foreign  newspapers  for 
the  admission  of  their  correspondents. 
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THE    ECONOMICS    OF  ANTI- 
SEMITISM. 


II.*— The    Ruin    of   Odessa    and  the 
Russian    Export  Trade. 


There  was  a  time  when  the  Russian  Government 
was  not  so  subject  to  the  mania  of  anti-Semitism  as 
it  is  to-day.  In  those  days  the  Jews  managed  to  do 
a  great  deal  for  the  economic  development  of 
Southern,  South-Western,  and  Western  Russia,  as 
well  as  of  Poland.  When,  however,  the  period  of 
Jewish  persecution  began  it  affected  the  economic 
life  of  these  provinces  very  unfavourably.  A  con- 
spicuous instance  of  the  ruinous  influence  of  anti- 
Semitism  on  the  material  and  cultural  interests  of  the 
country  is  afforded  by  the  sad  history  of  Odessa 
during  recent  years. 

The   "Counter-Revolution"  in  Odessa. 

Until  quite  lately  Odessa,  or  "  the  Palmyra  of 
the  South,"  as  she  is  sometimes  called,  was  the 
most  important  commercial  and  industrial  town  in 
South-Western  Russia,  and  the  chief  centre  of  the 
southern  export  trade  ;  and  her  population,  which 
included  a  very  large  number  of  Jews,  wa?,  of  course, 
a  very  active  factor  in  this  economic  progress.  In 
the  year  1905,  after  the  revolt  of  the  sailors  on  the 
battleship  "  Potemkin  "  and  the  political  strikes  of 
the  Odessa  workmen,  the  Government,  with  the 
help  of  an  anti-Semitic  agitation,  organised  the 
"counter-revolution"  in  Odessa,  culminating  in  a 
terrible  pogrom  in  which  the  police  participated. 
After  this  begins  a  dark  and  continuous  reign  of  anti- 
Semitic  terror,  which  has  now  been  in  progress  for 
seven  years. 

This  terror  acquired  a  systematic  and  official 
character  in  1907,  when  General  Tolmatcheff  was 
appointed  head  of  the  administration  in  Odessa. 
From  his  name  has  been  coined  a  word  which  has 
become  a  general  term  in  Russia  to  express  a  regime 
of  lawlessness  and  violence.  Tolmatcheff  abolished 
every  social  organisation  in  Odessa,  inundated  the 
municipality  with  Reactionaries,  and  organised  fight- 
ing bands  of  "  Black  Hundreds,"  whom  the  police  sup- 
plied with  revolvers,  and  who  quite  openly  engaged 
in  petty  pogroms  in  streets  of  Odessa,  wounding  and 
killing  Jewish  passers-by.  In  Odessa  University,  too, 
a  campaign  against  the  Jews  was  inaugurated. 
"Black  Hundred"  student  bands,  who  called  them- 
selves the  "  Academists,"  were  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  hounding  down  "Jews  and  revolutionaries,"  and 
in  a  short  time,  as  the  result  of  their  operations,  the 
University,  losing  its  former  renown  as  a  centre  of 
higher  education,  became  parti)'  a  slaughterhouse, 
partly  a  house  of  ill  fame. 

Three  Years  of  Tolmatcheff. 

With  the  population  terrorised,  municipal  and 
educational  work  killed,  the  Jews  persecuted,  and  the 
streets  of  the  town  rendered  unsafe  for  peaceful 
citizens,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years  Odessa 
was  morally  and  economically  ruined.  At  the  end  of 
1910  the  Kievskaya  Mysl,  presenting  the  account  of 
Tolmatcheff  s  three  years'  activity,  wrote  as  follows  : — 

"  What,  then,  has  General  Tolmatcheff  achieved 
during  these  three  years?  There  can  be  but  one 
answer  to  that  question.  The  Palmyra  of  the  South 
no  longer  exists.  .  .  .  What  has  become  of  the 
former  energy  of  the  Odessa  man  ?  It  is  killed  and 
crushed.  Tne  moral  life  of  the  town  has  dried  up, 
and  its  commerce  decayed.  Availing  themselves 
of  the  regime  introduced  by  Tolmatcheff,  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  of  Xikolaev  and  Kherson  inflict  on 
Odessa  one  commercial  blow  after  another.  The 
prevailing  depression  has  killed  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prise ;  of  this  fact  the  unsuccessful  Exhibition  is  the 
best  illustration.  The  promoters  of  this  Exhibition 
have  been  placed  in  such  a  position  that  at  last  they 
have  been  compelled  to  give  up  everything.  The 
same  regime  has  altogether  deprived  Odessa  of  the 
travellers  who  used  to  visit  her,  not  only  in  the 
summer,  but  also  in  the  winter.  Who  would  care  to  pay 
a  pleasure  visit  to  a  cemetery  ?  .  .  .  Xo  wonder 
that  the  city  becomes  poorer  every  day.  One  could 
hardly  find  in  any  other  centre  with  a  population  of 
^00,000  such  a  mass  of  poverty  as  is  at  present  to  be 
witnessed  in  Odessa.  We  say  without  anv  exaggera- 
tion that  tens  of  thousands  of  families  are  living  there 
without  knowing  how  they  are  to  exist  from  one  day 
to  another,  since  nowadays  commercial  life  in  Odessa 
has  lost  all  stability." 

Whole   of  Russian   Trade  Injured. 

In  order  fully  to  understand  the  harmful  and 
dangerous  nature  of  anti-Semitic  influence  on  the 
economic  life  of  Russia  generally,  and  of  the  South  of 
Russia  in  particular,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
export  of  corn  is  chiefly  directed  abroad  through 
the  southern  ports,  and  corn,  it  is  well  known,  is  the 
chief  article  of  Russian  export.  Odessa  used  to  be 
the  most  important  export  centre  on  the  Black  Sea, 
and   therefore    its    commercial   decline  seriously 

*  The  previous  article  appeared  on  July  z.ird. 


damages  the  interests  of  the  whole  of  Russian  trade 
and  Russian  agriculture. 

It  would  be  a  mi-take,  however,  to  imagine  that 
Odessa  presents  a  uniqi.e  or  exceptional  case.  In 
point  of  fact  the  gross  misrule  and  economic  decline 
of  this  city  are  merely  symptomatic  of  what  has  been 
happening  in  many  other  places.  If,  for  instance,  we 
•urn  to  the  position  of  affairs  in  the  commercial  ports 
on  the  Baltic,  we  shall  find  here  too  the  ruinous 
traces  of  the  Government's  anti-Semitic  policy.  We 
may  take  as  an  example  Libau,  which  also  plays  an 
important  part  in  Russian  trade.  Through  Libau 
corn,  timber,  &c,  are  exported,  and  herrings  and 
other  articles  imported.  During  the  last  few  years  it 
has  been  noticed  that  Libau  has  been  falling  behind 
the  German  port  of  Konigsberg  in  the  pro- 
gressive development  of  its  trade,  and  that  the  German 
port  has  been  growing  more  and  more  successful 
in  its  competition  with  the  Russian.  At  the  beginning 
of  191 1  the  committee  of  the  Libau  Exchange  investi- 
gated the  causes  of  this  phenomenon,  and  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  chief  cause  of  the  success  of 
Konigsberg  and  of  the  backwardness  of  Libau  was 
the  restriction  of  Jewish  rights  in  the  latter.  If  the 
herring  trade  is  passing  from  Libau  to  Konigsberg, 
it  is  because  "  at  Konigsberg  the  Russian  Jews,  who 
act  as  middlemen  between  the  importer  and  the 
consumer,  are  allowed  freedom  of  residence  and  of 
trade,  and  may  possess  warehouses,  and  so  on, 
whereas  at  Libau,  which  is  outside  the  Jewish  Pale 
of  Settlement,  the  Jews  are  deprived  of  the  possi- 
bility of  doing  this,  and  therefore  prefer  to  do  their 
trade  at  Konigsberg.  In  the  same  way  other 
branches  of  trade,  such  as  the  export  of  timber, 
suffer  because  the  Jews,  who  are  the  chief  middle- 
men, are  not  permitted  freely  to  perform  all  those 
operations  which  are  necessary  for  selling  and 
delivering  the  exported  goods. 

Russia's   Loss,   Germany's  Gain. 

The  Retch,  in  recording  this  statement,  added  at 
the  time  that  "the  revival  of  trade  in  the  other  neigh- 
bouring German  towns,  such  as  Memel,  Tilsit,  &c, 
is  also  due  to  the  emigration  of  Russian  Jews  who 
had  no  right  to  reside  in  their  own  country  outside 
the  Pale  of  Settlement.  In  Prussia  the  Jews  are 
allowed  to  move  from  place  to  place  and  trade  with 
freedom.  It  is  a  fact  that  at  the  head  of  all  the  big 
export  firms  are  Russian  Jews." 

Such  are  the  fruits  of  the  anti-Semitic  policy  which, 
according  to  its  inspirers  and  agents,  seeks  to  benefit 
"  national  "  interests  !  The  Government  declares 
that  it  restricts  the  activity  of  the  Jewish  merchants 
with  the  object  of  handicapping  them  in  the  compe- 
tition with  Russian  merchants,  and  with  a  view  to 
regenerating  "  national "  commerce.  But  in  reality 
the  persecution  of  the  Jews  has  merely  promoted  the 
decay  of  Russian  centres  of  foreign  trade  and  the 
prosperity  of  German  towns  at  their  expense. 
Further,  this  anti-Semitic  policy  injures  the  State 
Treasury  as  well.  Thanks  to  restrictions  on  the  com- 
mercial activity  of  the  Jews,  according  to  the  testi- 
mony of  the  Exchange  Committees,  the  State's 
income  from  trade  patents,  Customs,  port  dues,  &c, 
are  decreasing. 

G.  Alexinsky. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE   MOUNT   ATHOS  OUTRAGE. 


Eastern  Patriarchs'  Protest  Against  Hoiy 
Synod's  Action. 


The  Eastern  Patriarchs  of  the  Orthodox  Church 
have  uttered  protests  against  the  treatment  meted 
out  to  the  "  heretical  "  monks  of  Mount  Athos,  who 
were  recently  arrested  and  taken  to  Russia  under 
escort. 

The  Patriarch  of  Constantinople,  who  holds 
canonical  jurisdiction  over  Mount  Athos,  has  made 
representations  to  the  Holy  Synod,  pointing  out  that 
the  monks  who  had  taken  the  vow  at  Mount  Athos 
cannot  be  treated  as  laymen,  and  must  not  be  com- 
pelled by  force  to  return  to  the  world. 

The  Patriarchs  of  Jerusalem  and  Alexandria  have 
taken  the  same  view,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  Holy  Synod  constitute  a  deroga- 
tion of  the  authority  of  the  Patriarchs  of  the 
"  autocephalous "  Churches.  They  also  remind  the 
Holy  Synod  that  Archbishop  Nikon  was  authorised 
by  the  Patriarch  of  Constantinople  merely  to 
admonish  the  recalcitrant  monks  to  renounce  their 
"  heterodox"  views  with  regard  to  the  divinity  of  the 
Xame  of  God. 


The  Committee  of  the  recent  Hygienic  Exhibition 
in  St.  Petersburg  petitioned  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior  to  grant  permis-ion  to  the  Jewish  pupils  of 
the  Surgical  Assistants'  School  at  Kkaterinoslav  to 
visit  the  Exhibition.  Tne  Ministry  replied  that  it 
was  beyond  its  power  to  grant  the  application,  as  the 
matter  depended  on  the  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg. 


RUSSIA    AND    THE  STATES. 

Disquieting  Results  of  the  Termination  of 
the  Commercial  Treaty. 

As  we  stated  last  week,  a  profound  impression  has 
been  caused  among  the  commercial  and  industrial 
community  of  Russia,  and  even  in  Government  circles, 
by  the  contemplated  exclusion  of  Russia  from  the 
benefit  of  the  "  most-favoured-nation "  treatment  by 
the  United  States. 

The  Rmskoe  Shro,  of  Moscow,  which  is  Russia's 
greatest  industrial  centre,  comments  strongly  on  tne 
attitude  displayed  by  the  Xationalists  on  the  one 
hand,  and  by  the  Government  on  the  other,  towards 
the  denunciation  by  America  of  her  commercial 
treaty  with  Russia. 

The  Xationalist  Press,  says  the  journal,  has 
been  scattering  thunder  and  lightning,  demanding 
exemplary  punishment  of  the  insolent  Americans 
who  objected  to  restrictions  being  placed  on 
American  Jews  desirous  of  entering  Russia.  The 
Xationalists  were  joined  by  a  number  of  Octobrists, 
and  the  political  wiseacres  of  M.  Gutchkoff  s  camp 
devised  a  plan  of  campaign  which  consisted  in 
doubling  the  duty  on  American  goods  ;  while 
a  few  Zemstvos  even  went  so  far  as  to  declare  a 
boycott  on  American  agricultural  machinery.  Tne 
Agricultural  Department  sent  special  agents  abroad 
to  discover  other  countries  that  were  able  to  replace 
American  agricultural  machinery.  It  also  set  to  work 
on  schemes  for  extending  the  home  production  of 
cotton,  with  a  view  to  lightening  and  even  removing 
altogether  in  time  the  yoke  of  American  cotton.  The 
departmental  apparatus  worked  at  full  pressure,  while 
the  organ  of  the  Government  felt  compelled  to  calm 
public  opinion  by  having  recourse  to  arguments  of  a 
purely  formal  kind.  The  official  Rossia  did  not 
perceive  any  hostile  intention  in  the  United  btates 
offer  of  a  new  commercial  treaty  which  should  be 
more  suited  to  the  interests  of  both  Governments. 
Xor,  according  to  this  organ,  could  it  be  gathered 
from  the  communication  of  the  Russian  Ambassador 
that  America  had  given  as  a  reason  for  the  denun- 
ciation of  the  treaty  the  restriction  placed  on  the 
entry  of  Jews  into  Russia. 

Unfounded  Optimism. 

Xow  the  optimism  of  the  Rossia,  says  the  Moscow 
paper,  proves  to  have  been  unfounded,  while  it  has 
become  clear  that  the  repressive  tactics  with  regard 
to  American  trade  recommended  by  the  Russian 
Chauvinists  would  cause  immense  injury  to  Russian 
trade.  Restrictions  upon  American  agricultural 
machinery  would  strike  a  blow  at  peasant  farming, 
while  any  restrictions  placed  on  the  importation  of 
American  cotton  would  be  fraught  with  still  greater 
danger,  since  nothing  is  to  be  expected,  at  least  in 
the  near  future,  from  the  schemes  hatched  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  increasing  the  cotton- 
growing  area  at  home.  At  best,  tnose  schemes 
require  gigantic  outlay  and  time,  and  the  renuncia- 
tion of  the  policy  of  severe  racial  and  1  eligious  restric- 
tions in  the  neld  of  trade  and  industry.  A  stoppage  or 
considerable  diminution  in  the  importation  ot  cotton 
from  America,  which  now  supplies  half  of  the  total 
Russian  demand,  would  cause  a  tremendous  crisis  in 
the  textile  industry. 

Xor  must  Russian  exports  to  the  United  States  be 
considered  as  a  negligible  quantity,  since,  according 
to  Russian  statistics,  they  nave  increased  from  2'f> 
million  roubles  in  1938  to  18  million  roubles  in  19 12. 
The  American  statistics  are  still  more  imposing,  for 
according  to  them  Russia  in  191 2  exported  to  the 
United  States  skins  alone  to  the  value  of  32  million 
roubles. 

Effect  of  Jewish  Restrictions. 

The  Russian  Government  would  act  rightly  in 
overriding  commercial  and  industrial  considerations 
if  the  conflict  had  arisen  from  a  slight  cast  on  the 
dignity  of  the  Russian  Empire  by  the  United  States, 
or  from  the  latter's  desire  to  injure  Kussia's  vital 
interests.  The  Russkoe  Sloro  denies,  however,  the 
assertion  of  the  Russian  Xationalists,  who  charge  the 
United  States  with  interference  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  Russia.  Every  State,  it  says,  has"  the  right 
and  the  duty  to  defend  its  citizens,  both  at  home  and 
abroad  ;  ana  America's  demands  with  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  her  Jewish  citizens  are  by  no  means 
peculiar  to  that  country.  Indeed,  the  question  has 
been  discussed  more  than  once  in  various  Parlia- 
ments, and  the  representatives  of  trade  and  industry 
of  most  of  the  European  countries  have  protested 
against  those  restrictions.  If  the  matter  has  reached 
an  acute  stage,  there  is  no  guarantee  that  something 
similar  may  not  occur  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  States 
of  Europe  where  public  opinion  is  not  favourably 
disposed  towards  denominational  restrictions. 

After  referring  to  the  protests  emanating  not  only 
from  foreigners  but  from  the  Russian  inaustrialists 
themselves,  the  Moscow  organ  declares  that  the  con- 
flict with  America  ought  to  serve  as  an  indication  of 
the  necessity  of  abolishing  within  the  Empire  the 
restrictions  at  present  imposed  upon  particular 
nationalities  or  denominations.  This,  it  maintains,  is 
required  alike  by  the  principles  of  a  wise  internal 
policy  and  by  the  interests  of  Russia  abroad. 
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NOTES. 


A  Welcome  Article. 

It  would  hardly  be  appropriate  for    us  to 
discuss  the  analogy  which  the  Times,  in  a  leading 
article    published  on  Saturday,  draws  between 
the  situation  in  Finland  under  Russian  encroach- 
ment upon  that  country's  constitutional  rights 
and  that  in  Ulster  under  the  threatened  opera- 
tion of  Home  Rule.    Apart  from  this,  however, 
we  may  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  article, 
which,  within  certain  limits,  resolves  itself  into 
an  indictment  of  the  Russian  Government  for  its 
gross  violation  of  Finnish  rights,  and  as  such 
constitutes,  in  these  days,  a  "ew  departure  on  the 
part  of  the  Times.    We  rejoice  to  find  a  news- 
paper of  such  high  standing  and  influence,  which 
of  recent  years  has  displayed  a  tendency  to  make 
light  of  all  charges  of  misgovernment  levelled 
against  the  Russian  Administration,  taking  up 
the  cudgels  on  behalf  of  one  of  the  oppressed 
nationalities,    and    warning   Russia    that  the 
embitterment  of  public  opinion  abroad  caused  by 
her  misrule  must  react  on  international  relations. 
Those  who  most  earnestly  desire  the  maintenance 
of  close  and  friendly  relations  between  Russia 
and  Great  Britain,  says  the  Times,  "cannot  but 
watch  with  regret  any  developments  of  Russian 
internal  policy  which  are  calculated  to  alienate 
British  sympathy."    This  is  sound  common  sense, 
and  its  moral  is  one  which  we  have  been  preach- 
ing continuously  for  nearly   two   years.  The 
Anglo-Russian  Entente  has  no  moral  worth  if  it 
is  not  employed  in  this  country  as  a  lever  where- 
with to  move  the  Russian  Government  in  the 
direction  of  a  civilised  and  humane  domestic 
policy,  and  if  it  succeeds  in  this  purpose  none 
will  applaud  it  more  fervently  than  ourselves. 
Hitherto,  it  must  be  admitted,  there  has  been  no 
sign  among  the  champions  of  the  Entente  of  any 
desire  to  see  it  operate  in  this  fashion  ;  but  the 
article  in  the  Times  seems  to  imply  that  a  new 
view  of  British  responsibilities  is  being  taken  in 
certain   quarters,  and  we    devoutly  hope  that 
means  will  be  found  to  impress  it  upon  the 
Russian  Government. 


Jewish  emigrants  reached  the  unprecedented 
figure  of  125,234.  It  is,  of  course,  difficult  to 
calculate  with  any  degree  of  precision  the  number 
of  Jewish  businesses  that  were  ruined  as  the  result 
of  the  pogroms  and  the  wholesale  emigration  that 
accompanied  them  ;  and  one  can  only  conceive 
vaguely  of  the  influence  of  this  upheaval  on 
Russian  industry  in  general.  It  is  obvious  that 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  Jews  could  not  have 
been  suddenly  removed  from  the  scene  of  their 
activities  without  involving  in  their  ruin  a  large 
number  of  their  fellow-citizens  of  other  denomi- 
nations who  were  dependent  on  their  services, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Russian  trade  is 
still  feeling  the  effect  of  the  pogrom  yeat^s. 


Politics  v.  Economics. 

To-day  the  pogrom  policy  is  more  or  less  dis- 
credited in  official  circles,  but  in  its  place  the 
Government  has  set  on  foot  an  anti-Semitic 
campaign  which  is  just  as  ruinous  in  its  con- 
sequences. This  is  the  age  of  expulsion,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  weapon  of  commercial  restric- 
tion is  being  employed  against  the  Jews  with 
unexampled  ferocity.  The  article  we  publish 
this  week  shows  how  Odessa,  Libau,  and  other 
ports  in  various  parts  of  Russia  have  been 
reduced  to  decay  as  the  result  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  Jewish  enterprise.  At  Odessa  the 
administration  of  the  unspeakable  Tolmatcheff 
has  been  the  main  cause  of  this  catastrophe,  in 
which  both  violence  and  "  legal "  oppression 
have  played  a  part.  Libau,  however,  provides 
us  with  an  example  of  a  port  being  shorn  of  its 
prosperity  merely  because  of  the  commercial 
restrictions  imposed  upon  the  Jews.  In  face  of 
incontestable  facts  of  this  nature  it  is  amazino- 
to  find  the  Government  defending  its  anti-Jewish 
policy  on  the  ground  that  it  is  conceived  in  the 
interests  of  "  all-Russian  "  trade.  The  Russian 
merchants  themselves  know  better  than  to 
believe  this,  and  in  scores  of  petitions  have 
begged  the  authorities  to  remove  some  of  the 
most  pernicious  Jewish  restrictions.  But  the 
Government  adheres  to  its  crude  and  savage 
"  Nationalism,"  and  not  all  the  entreaties  of 
the  commercial  world,  which  every  year  sees 
more  business  going  out  of  Russian  hands  and 
being  transferred  to  Germany,  avail  to  persuade 
it  out  of  its  anti-Semitism. 


The  Fruits  of  the  Pogroms. 

The  manner  in  which  the  "  Nationalist  "  policy 
pursued  by  the  Government  strikes  at  the 
economic  interests  of  the  country  is  effectively 
exposed  in  the  series  of  articles  we  are  publishing 
on  "  The  Economics  of  Anti-Semitism,"  the 
second  of  which  appears  this  week.  In  the 
former  article,  it  will  be  remembered,  the  conse- 
quences of  the  official  pogrom  campaign  were 
discussed,  and  some  idea  was  given  of  the  enor- 
mous and  widespread  ruin  they  caused.  Apart 
from  the  many  thousands  of  Jews  who  were 
actually  killed  in  the  massacres  (between  1905 
and  1910  alone,  it  is  estimated,  there  were  o7,00() 
such  victims),  the  volume  of  Jewish  emigration 
from  Russia  since  1881,  when  the  period  of  terror 
began,  has  been  prodigious.  In  1881  about 
10,000  Jews  fled  from  the  country  ;  and  there 
was  a  steady  increase  in  this  direction  almost 
every  year  until  1906,  when  the    number  of 


A  Concrete  Example. 

A  very- concrete  example  of  the  effects  of  anti- 
Jewish  restrictions  on  Russian  commerce  in 
general  is  provided  by  the  announcement,  which 
we  made  last  week,  that  the  United  States  has 
decided  to  exclude  Russia  from  the  list  of 
countries  enjoying  "  most-favoured-nation  "  treat- 
ment with  regard  to  imports.  This  step,  which 
is  a  sequel,  of  course,  to  the  termination  of  the 
Russo-American  Treaty  of  Commerce,  has  given 
rise  to  the  most  profound  consternation  in  com- 
mercial circles  in  Russia,  and  has  even  caused 
disquiet  in  the  hide-cased  breast  of  the  Ministry 
of  Commerce.  In  a  striking  article,  which  we 
reproduce  elsewhere,  the  Uusskoe  Slovo,  a  pro- 
minent Moscow  paper,  gives  voice  to  the  indig- 
nation which  every  Russian  merchant  feels 
against  the  Government  for  its  pitiful  blundering. 
The  assurances  of  the  Eossija,  the  official  organ, 
that  Russian  trade  stood  to  lose  nothing  by  the 
denunciation  of  the  Commercial  Treaty  with  the 
States  are  shown  to  have  been  of  the  most  fatuous 
character,  and  the  helplessness  of  the  Empire 
under  this  new  blow  is  depicted  in  words  that 
admit  of  no  refutation.  Any  counter-attack  on 
the  part  of  Russia  such  as  the  exclusion  or  pro- 
hibitive treatment  of  American  cotton  and  agri- 
cultural machinery  imports,  which  the  National- 
ists blandly  and  blindly  suirgest,  is  shown  to  be 
impossible  without  inflicting  a  deadly  in  jury  on 
Russian  industry.  The  action  of  the  United 
States  was  provoked,  it  will  be  remembered,  by 


the  restrictions  placed  upon  American  Jews  (in 
company  with  other  foreigners  of  that  denomina- 
tion) who  wish  to  visit  Russia.  Thus  the  conse- 
quences of  official  anti-Semitism  are  again  proved 
to  be  destructive  of  Russia's  economic  interests. 


Illegal  Football. 

Now  and  again  the  darkness  of  Russian 
misrule  is  enlivened  by  an  episode  which  adds 
to  the  gaiety  of  nations.  It  is  in  this  spirit  that 
we  may  regard  the  report  which  comes  from 
Kasimov,  in  the  government  of  Riazan,  where  a 
few  days  ago  the  police  stopped  a  football  match 
on  the  ground  that  it  constituted  an  "illegal 
assemblage."  An  assistant  commissary  of  police 
and  some  constables,  we  are  told,  marched  on  to 
the  field  and  ordered  the  players  off,  and  on  their 
refusing  to  go  pulled  up  the  goal-posts  and  con- 
fiscated them,  together  with  the  ball  and  other 
accessories.  Perhaps  the  authorities  had  reason 
to  suspect  that  while  the  players  were  apparently 
engaged  in  a  conflict  for  the  possession  of  the 
ball  they  were  in  reality  discussing  political 
affairs  and  hatching  a  coup  (Tetat ;  or  perhaps 
red  jerseys  were  worn — which  would,  of  course, 
be  clear  proof  that  revolutionary  work  was  afoot. 
Most  probably,  however,  the  police  had  heard 
that  it  was  Association  football  that  was  beinf 
played.  The  mere  whisper  of  an  "  association  " 
is,  of  course,  sufficient  to  rouse  even  the  most 
sluggish  Russian  official  to  activity.  The  word 
breathes  sedition  and  illegality  in  every  letter, 
unless  those  denoted  by  it  have  managed  to 
succeed  in  the  very  difficult  task  of  obtaining 
State  sanction.  Presumably  the  Kasimov 
players  had  not  applied  for  a  Government 
licence,  and  thus  the  majesty  of  the  law  was 
given  a  signal  opportunity  of  asserting  itself. 
We  congratulate  the  local  authorities  on  the 
courage  and  determination  they  displayed  in 
coping  with  a  very  dangerous  situation.  Once 
more  the  Empire  has  been  saved. 


BAN    ON  BAPTISTS. 


Prohibition  of  their  Worship  Demanded 
by  Minister  of  the  Interior. 


According  to  the  Novoe  Vrcmya,  the  Ministry  of 
the  Interior  is  urging  the  Ecclesiastical  Department 
to  declare  the  Baptists  to  be  a  sect  especially  dan- 
gerous to  the  State,  which  should  be  refused  regis- 
tration and  the  right  to  the  free  profession  of  its  faith. 
Archbishop  Innocent  of  Georgia,  Bishop  Demetrius 
of  Taurida,  and  the  Bishops  of  the  Siberian  dioceses 
have  reported  on  the  "dangerous  influence"  of  the 
Baptists  in  the  Army.  The  Holy  Synod  has  com- 
missioned Father  Vostorgoff  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject of  Baptism  and  its  dissemination  in  Siberia. 

Englishmen  s  Protest. 

Two  Englishmen,  described  as  Professor  Chance 
and  Pastor  Jones,  now  on  a  visit  to  St.  Petersburg, 
have  addressed  the  following  appeal  to  the  Russian 
public  through  the  Press  : — 

"  We  are  very  grieved  that  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  contemplates' taking  steps  with  a  view  to  the 
Baptists  being  recognised  as  a  '  specially  dangerous 
sect.'  We  are  sure  that  the  Minister  is  mistaken  as 
to  the  convictions  and  principles  of  Baptism.  In  the 
whole  world  there  are  no  more  devoted  and  patrioti- 
cally-minded citizens  than  the  Baptists.  In  England 
the  most  responsible  Government  posts,  such  as  that 
of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  are  filled  by  Baptists. 
A  special  representative  was  sent  by  the  Baptists  to 
the  Coronation  of  King  George.  In  all  civil  matters 
the  Baptists  take  into  account  the  will  of  Parliament 
and  King,  while  demanding  liberty  of  conscience  in 
matters  of  faith,  since  in  this  respect  they  only  recog- 
nise ]esus  Christ. 

"  The  great  mission  and  aim  of  the  Baptists  is  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  proclamation  of 
spiritual  brotherhood  and  love  among  man.  Baptists 
have  been  persecuted  in  the  past,  but  they  have  never 
persecuted  others,  and  in  this  the  Baptists  of  all 
countries  are  alike.  From  our  personal  acquaintance 
with  Russian  Baptists  we  know  that  they  are  good 
patriots,  and  loyal  to  the  existing  order  of  Constitu- 
tional Monarchy.  The  Baptists  have  not  refused 
and  do  not  refuse  military  service,  as  is  already 
evident  from  Article  13  of  our  Catechism." 
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THE    "  TRACKLESS  SPACE." 

Russia's    Incapacity   as    a  Colonising 
Power. 


A  memorial  recently  submitted  to  the  Russian 
Government  by  a  deputation  from  the  Yakutsk  pro- 
vince of  Northern  Siberia  on  the  needs  of  the  local 
population  throws  an  interesting  sidelight  on  the 
achievements  of  the  Russian  Government  in  the 
Colonial  sphere.  There  is  in  certain  quarters  a  totally 
erroneous  idea  that  Russia,  who  rivals  Great  Britain 
in  the  extent  of  her  Colonial  expansion,  is  an  excel- 
lent colonising  Power — much  more  excellent,  in  fact, 
than  any  other  country  in  the  world  except  Great 
Britain  herself.  Russia,  it  is  imagined,  is  by  virtue 
of  her  own  semi-Asiatic  mind  and  civilisation  well 
adapted  to  assimilate  the  barbarous  races  of  the 
Asiatic  continent  and  to  act  as  a  medium  between 
the  civilisation  of  the  West  and  the  barbarity  of  the 
East. 

A  glance  at  the  Yakutsk  memorial,  which  was  re- 
produced in  part  in  a  recent  number  of  DARKEST 
Russia,  is  eminently  calculated  to  destroy  this  illusion. 
That  Russia's  mind  and  civilisation  are  semi-Asiatic 
admits  of  no  doubt  ;  but  in  practice  this  only  means 
that  to  the  downright  barbarity  of  the  Asiatic  East 
she  adds  something  on  her  own  account.  "  During 
the  two  or  three  hundred  years  in  which  we  have 
been  responsible  for  the  well-being  of  the  Siberian 
tribes  we  have  given  them  nothing  but  disease, 
syphilis,  and  vodka,  oppressing  them,  fencing  in  their 
lands,  sending  merchants  who  exploit  them,  and 
extortionate  officials."  This,  in  the  words  of  a  recent 
writer,  has  been  Russia's  achievement  in  Siberia.  The 
natives  have  no  schools,  no  medical  assistance,  no 
hospitals,  and  they  are  slowly  but  inevitably  dying 
out.  It  is  the  same  with  the  Buriats,  the  same  with 
the  hundred  and  one  tribes  that  inhabit  the  vast  and 
rich  expanse  of  Siberia.  Audit  is  also  the  same  with 
the  natives  in  other  parts  of  the  Asiatic  possessions 
of  Russia. 

Exploited  Natives. 

Take  the  richest  and  best  populated  portion  of 
Central  Asia,  the  district  of  Fergana.  "Thirty  years 
ago,"  we  read  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Novoe  Vremya, 
a  journal  which  cannot  be  suspected  of  prejudice 
against  the  Russian  system  of  government,  "  there 
was  in  the  Fergana  district  but  one  case  of  robbery 
on  an  average  a  year.  Ten  years  later  their  number 
rose  to  from  thirty  to  fifty  a  year,  and  during  recent 
years  the  number  of  robberies  has  reached  formid- 
able dimensions  " — 205,  for  instance,  in  1910,  and 
159  in  191 1.  The  reason,  according  to  the  same 
journal,  is  the  extreme  poverty  to  which  the  native 
Saris  have  been  gradually  reduced  by  the  usurious 
methods  of  the  Russian  exploiter,  acting  under  the 
agis  of  the  administrative  authorities. 

It  may  be  argued  that  the  natives  are  but  the 
victims  of  the  Juggernaut  of  modern  civilisation 
which  everywhere  crushes  the  old  in  order  to  rear 
the  new.  Alas,  even  this  is  not  so  in  the  Russian 
case.  Russia  crushes  the  old,  but  nowhere  rears  the 
new.  Turkestan,  for  instance,  has  been  in  Russian 
possession  for  fifty  years,  and  yet  the  number  of 
Russian  farms  and  industrial  enterprises  in  that 
wealthy  region  does  not  even  now  exceed  6,500  all 
told.  Turkestan,  as  is  well  known,  could  with  a 
decent  system  of  irrigation  supply  the  entire  cotton- 
spinning  industry  of  Russia  wilh  raw  material  over 
and  over  again  ;  yet  to  this  day  the  only  constructions 
of  that  kind  in  Turkestan  are  a  triple  dam  erected  on 
the  Tsar's  Murgab  estate  and  an  old  canal  dug  by 
one  of  the  Grand  Dukes,  the  two  together  being 
capable  of  irrigating  little  more  than  65,000  acres. 
Or  take  the  immense  and  extraordinary  wealthy  Amur 
province,  which  was  conquered  fifty-tour  years  ago. 
To  this  day  the  Russian  population  only  numbers 
650,000  souls,  and  so  dependent  is  it  on  foreign  corn, 
foreign  meat  and  fish,  and  foreign  labour  that  when 
recently  the  Government,  hearkening  to  the  counsels 
of  the  Nationalists,  turned  Vladivostok  into  a  closed 
port  and  imposed  a  duty  on  Chinese  corn  and 
Chinese  labour,  the  entire  economic  life  of  the  colony 
collapsed  and  a  devastating  crisis  broke  out. 
The  Cause  of  Russia's  Incapacity. 
In  fact,  Russia  is  absolutely  incapable  of  making 
use  of  her  conquered  territory  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  bureaucratic  regime  cripples  her  economic 
energies  even  within  her  European  confines,  and 
condemns  all  attempts  to  direct  them  elsewhere  to 
failure.  Russia  is  herself  dependent  largely  on  the 
industry  and  finance  of  foreign  countries,  and  it  is 
quite  fantastic  to  expect  that  she  could  provide 
another  country,  be  it  ever  so  low-placed  in  the  scale 
of  civilisation,  with  the  means  of  livelihood  and 
development.  The  example  of  Mongolia  has  just 
shown  what  effect  annexation  by  Russia  or  Russian 
predominance  has  on  the  conditions  of  a  country. 
Mongolia  haying  got  rid  of  her  Chinese  officials, 
traders,  and  financiers,  her  people  is  now  groaning 
under  the  double  weight  of  taxation  and  high  prices 
introduced  by  the  Russians  As  a  writer  in  the  Reich 


says,  "  since  the  proclamation  of  independence 
the  condition  of  the  Mongolian  masses  has  become 
worse,  the  cost  of  living  has  risen,  taxation  has 
increased,  and  the  Mongolians  have  begun  to  chafe 
under  the  new  situation  and  the  attitude  of  the 
Russian  consuls,  Russian  troops,  and  Russian 
policy  in  general.'' 

"  Terra;  Clausa?." 

Curiously  enough,  it  is  this  very  colonising  impo- 
tence which  acts  in  Russia  as  a  stimulus  to  further 
expansion  of  territory,  because  it  is  only  on  the  con- 
dition of  exclusive  domination  that  she  can  make 
her  economic  interests  prevail.  Because  the  Russian 
traders  and  speculator^  could  not  make  headway 
against  the  Chinese,  the  Amur  district  has  been 
turned  into  a  sort  of  terra  clausa,  and  Mongolia  has 
been  placed  under  Russian  "  protection.''  Study  the 
journalistic  campaign  in  favour  of  annexation  of  the 
Chinese  Turkestan,  including  the  Si-kiang  province, 
and  you  will  find  that  the  main  motive  is  the  inability 
to  cope  with  the  legitimate  competition  of  foreign 
commercial  rivals  and  the  desire  to  eject  them  by 
force.  Even  in  Northern  Persia  Russia's  "  pacific 
penetration"  could  only  be  carried  out  with  the 
financial  assistance  of  the  Government,  and  because 
this  became  a  tiresome  business  the  Government 
decided  to  annex  the  country  altogether.  From  this 
point  of  view  it  is  perfectly  intelligible  that  the 
Russian  commercial  world  should  cry  out  against 
the  Bagdad-Khanikin-Teheran  Railway  scheme  just 
as  it  combats  the  idea  of  a  Kalgan-Urga  railway  ;  if 
Northern  Persia  and  Mongolia  are  to  be  turned  into 
terra'' clausa'  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  Russian 
"  coloniser,"  what,  it  is  asked,  is  the  good  of  con- 
necting them  by  rail  with  the  outer  world  ?  A 
"  trackless  space,''  as  the  Novoe  Vremya  calls  it,  is  the 
proper  accompaniment  of  Russian  colonisation,  and, 
we  mav  add,  its  proper  symbol. 

Rein. 


"  ENTENTE  "  AMENITIES. 

Reactionary  Journal  on  England's 
"Revolting'  Attitude." 

Referring  to  the  disappointment  and  indignation 
expressed  by  the  Novoe  Vremya  at  Sir  Edward  ( irey's 
declaration  as  to  the  attitude  of  the  Powers  towards 
recent  activity  of  Turkey,  the  Zemschina  twits  its 
contemporary  for  its  weakness  for  England. 

"Yes,"  it  exclaims,  "the  attitude  of  the  English 
Government  towards  the  Southern  Slavs  is  revolting. 
But  it  is  we  who  have  the  right  to  feel  indignant,  and 
certainly  not  the  Novoe  Vremya,  which  welcomed 
every  rapprochement  with  England,  and  rejoiced  that 
the  peace  negotiations  were  carried  on  in  London. 
But  why  should  her  latest  communication  come  as  a 
surprise  to  the  friends  of  England  ?  Have  they  for- 
gotten, then,  that  England  invariably  secures  a 
recompense  of  some  sort  for  her  friendship  towards 
Turkey,  whether  it  be  Egypt,  the  island  of  Cyprus, 
the  island  of  Thasos,  or  new  concessions  ?  Just  now 
England  is  creeping  stealthily  towards  Arabia, 
whereas  there  would  be  nothing  for  her  to  snatch 
from  the  Slavs.  The  greedy  and  voracious  Britons 
do  nothing  gratis,  as  the  guides  of  public  opinion 
should  know.  But  they  are  surprised  at  everything, 
and  feel  indignant  every  moment  at  what  they  had 
but  to  expect.  They  wanted  England  to  bring  effec- 
tive pressure  to  bear  upon  Turkey.  They  are  babes 
indeed  !  " 


"  LIBEL    BY  INTERPELLATION." 

Endeavours  to  Exclude  Accused  Deputies 
from  the  Duma. 

The  Novoe  Vremya  states  that,  in  spite  of  pro- 
posals that  have  been  made  in  official  quarters 
Senator  Shulguin,  who  is  conducting  the  inquiry  into 
the  case  of  the  thirty-four  deputies  charged  with 
libel  by  interpellation,  does  not  contemplate  applying 
for  the  temporary  exclusion  of  the  accused  members 
from  the  sittings  of  the  Duma.  Senator  Shulguin  is 
of  opinion  that  such  a  course  would  be  opposed  to 
the  provisions  of  Article  20  of  the  Duma  Constitu- 
tion. As  will  be  remembered,  the  alleged  offence  of 
the  thirty-four  deputies  consists  in  their  having 
signed  an  interpellation,  presented  to  the  third  Duma, 
on  the  assassin  ition  of  the  member  for  Ekaterinoslav, 
Dr.  Karavayeff,  at  the  hands  of  members  of  the 
Cnion  of  the  Russian  people. 


SUPPRESSING    THE  PRESS. 

The  Press  Committee  has  seized  two  successive 
issues  of  the  Rahotthaya  Pravda  and  the  current 
number  of  the  Jivaya  Yizn,  of  St.  Petersburg. 

The  editor  of  the  Leiiish  Libour  organ  Arodneeks, 
of  Riga,  has  been  lined  300  roubles. 

The  administrative  authorities  of  Minsk  have  con- 
fisca'ed  N'o.  144  of  the  Syevaa  Zapadnaya  yizu. 


POLICE  OUTRAGE. 

Med  ical  Officer's   Supper  Party  Invaded 
by    Armed  Guards. 

M.  Khabaroff,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  district  of  Bronnitsy,  has  lodged  a  complaint  with 
the  executive  of  the  government  Zemstvo  of  Moscow 
against  the  proceedings  of  the  district  police. 

On  the  eve  of  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Sanitary 
Council  of  the  district  the  Zemstvo  medical  officers 
and  veterinary  surgeons  who  had  arrived  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  the  meeting  were  entertained  by 
Dr.  Khabaroff  and  his  wife.  At  this  function  the  con- 
versation turned  upon  the  subjects  to  be  discussed  at 
the  following  day's  meeting,  and  more  particularly 
upon  the  proposed  organisation  of  a  Sanitary  Board 
in  connection  with  one  of  the  district  hospitals. 

At  11  p.m.,  when  the  company  had  just  sat  down 
to  supper,  the  house  was  invaded  ny  a  police  inspector, 
accompanied  by  a  non-commissioned  gendarmerie 
officer,  three  constables,  several  guards  armed  with 
rilles,  and  a  number  of  civilians  to  act  as  witnesses. 
The  inspector  informed  Dr.  Khabaroff  that  he  was 
going  to  charge  hun  with  having  organised  an 
unlawful  assembly.  He  would  not  accept  the  expla- 
nation that  it  was  merely  a  friendly  gathering,  and 
proceeded  to  draw  up  a  statement  of  tne  case,  which 
was  not  completed  before  2  a.m.  While  this  lengthy 
document  was  being  drawn  up  the  gendarmerie 
officer  inspected  all  the  books  and  papers  that  were 
to  be  found  in  the  house  ;  and  while  the  party  was 
having  supper  the  servants  and  the  members  of  the 
household  who  waited  upon  the  visitors  were  escorted 
by  an  armed  guard  whenever  they  went  to  the 
kitchen.  When  the  document  was  ready  Dr.  Kha- 
baroff requested  the  inspector  to  read  it  out  to  him, 
but  this  tne  inspector  refused  to  do  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  sufficient  for  him  to  know  what  it  was 
about.  The  inspector  then  made  a  list  of  the  names 
of  all  the  visitors,  and  at  last  departed,  taking  with 
him  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  of  the 
Sanitary  District  Council,  which  he  annexed  to  his 
statement  as  an  indubitable  proof  of  the  crime. 

Dr.  Khabaroff  concludes  his  complaint  by  request- 
ing the  executive  of  the  Moscow  government  Zemstvo 
to  protect  his  private  life  from  similar  incursions  in 
future. 


CHURCH  MISMANAGEMENT. 


Writing  in  the  Novoe  Vremya  on  the  shortcomings 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Department.  M.  Menshikorf 
quotes  a  striking  example  of  mismanagement  from 
V.  Samuiloff  s  memorial  "  On  the  Proposed  Reform 
of  the  Clerical  Seminaries  and  Schools. " 

During  a  period  of  ten  years  ( 1896-1906),  he  says, 
the  Clerical  Seminary  at  Blagovyeschensk  supplied 
nine  priests  all  told.  The  upkeep  of  the  Seminary 
for  the  ten  years  amounted  to  700,000  roubles,  so  that 
the  education  of  every  priest  for  tne  Blagovyeschensk 
diocese  cost  So:ooo  ruubles  (XiS.ooo). 


THE    "ZEMSCHINA"  AGAIN. 

The  Zemschina,  in  a  paragraph  headed  "  The 
Poisoners,''  complains  of  the  large  proportion  of 
Jews  among  Russian  chemists  and  qualified  dis- 
pensers, and  observes  : — 

"  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Talmud,  and 
more  particularly  the  '  Shulchan  Aruch,'  exhorts  the 
Jews  to  exterminate  Christians  by  every  means 
within  their  reach.  Is  it  not  astounding,  men.  that 
under  such  condition's  Jews  should  be  allowed  to 
practise  medicine  and  pharmacy  ?  " 


THE   FINNISH  ELECTIONS. 


The  elections  to  the  Finnish  Diet  which  have  just 
taken  place  have  revealed  a  marked  lack  of  enthu- 
siasm on  the  part  of  the  population,  only  40  per  cent, 
of  the  voters  exercising  their  franchise.  In  Helsing- 
fors  out  of  70,000  electors  32,000  took  pjrt  in  tne 
polling,  or  5,000  fewer  than  voted  at  the  previous 
election.  '1  nis  general  indifference  is  doubtless  to 
be  attributed  to  the  degradation  of  the  Diet  as  the 
result  of  the  policy  of  "  russilication." 


A  lecturer  was  about  to  read  a  paper  on  M. 
Vladimir  Korolenko,  the  well-known  novelist,  in  the 
hall  ot  the  Women's  Mutual  Aid  Society,  when  a 
police  officer  entered  the  hall  and  announced  that 
the  lecture  must  not  be  delivered.  No  reason  was 
given  for  the  prohibition,  and  the  assembled  audience 
was  forced  to  disperse  immediately. 

M.  Blum,  a  Finnish  Town  Councillor,  was  a: rested 
at  Nyjstad  a  few  days  ago  and  taken  under  escort 
to  St.  Petersburg,  where  he  is  to  serve  the  sentence 
of  imprisonment  wnich  he  has  incurred  for  resisting 
the  Equality  Law.  In  spite  of  the  early  hour  of  his 
departure,  a  large  crowd  collected  in  front  of  his 
house  and  sang  patriotic  songs. 


Prmtod  and  Pabltohed  for  the  Proprietors  of  Darkest  Russia  by  Odhams,  Ltd.,  25,  Floral  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  and  93-94,  Long  Acre,  London  W.C. 


Darkest  Russia 

A  Weekly  Record  of  the  Struggle  for  Freedom. 


[Registered  as  a  Newspaper. 

New  Series.    Vol.  II.,  No.  8(5.] 

AUGUST  2'),  1913. 

[One  Penny. 

THE    PROBLEM   OF  FREEDOM. 


I. — Tactics  of  Tsar  and  Government. 


That  liberty  in  Russia,  despite  Constitution 
and  Duma,  is  of  a  very  problematical  nature  ii 
known  to  every  one  in  any  degree  conversant 
with  the  inner  life  of  the  Empire,  but  only  those 
who  have  made  a  serious  study  of  the  intel- 
lectual development  of  Russia  are  able  to  realise 
the  immense  difficulties  which  surround  the 
struggle  fcr  freedom. 

Already  for  more  than  a  century  the  conflict 
has  raged  between  the  liberal  elements  of  the 
country  and  a  Government  which  still  remains 
faithf  dl  to  the  "  historic  traditions  of  the 
Russian  Empire" — i.e.,  the  unlimited  autocracy 
of  the  Tsar.  The  struggle  began  as  long  ago 
as  the  time  of  Catharine  II.  Since  then  it  has 
spread  ever  further  until,  during  the  Revolution, 
the  flames  of  insurrection  blazed  up  throughout 
the  whole  country.  And  still  Russian  absolutism 
stands  with  unbroken  front,  little  changed  since 
the  days  of  the  great  Empress. 

The  campaign  has  been  fought  under  different 
banners,  with  varying  battle  cries,  and  many 
methods  of  warfare  have  been  tried,  from  the 
peaceful  petition  to  raving  terrorism,  from  the 
"  most  humble  "  address  to  grim  work  at  the 
barricades.  Up  to  the  present  it  has  achieved 
but  this — that  the  tactics  of  the  Government, 
instead  of  moving  in  a  uniformly  straight  and 
invariably  reactionary  line,  have  followed,  so  to 
speak,  a  zigzag  course,  phases  of  reaction  alter- 
nating with  so-called  liberal  periods.  The 
liberal  periods  bemused  the  people  with  nebulous 
and  rose-coloured  promises  and  prospects,  and 
then,  at  the  very  moment  when  to  all  appear- 
ances they  were  going  to  be  translated  into 
action,  the  sky  became  overcast,  the  rosy  clouds 
changed  to  a  thunderstorm,  from  which  flashed 
threats  and  persecutions,  announcing  to  all  the 
world  that  the  hopes  of  freedom  were  but 
"  insensate  dreams." 

These  liberal  periods  are  peculiarly  interest- 
ing. They  are  always  accompanied  by  a 
characteristic  feature,  a  remarkable  kind  of 
two-faced  tactics  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
a  glaring  dualism  between  word  and  deed. 
While  the  official  announcements  paint  a  glowing 
picture  of  future  reforms,  and  many  innovations 
which  leave  untouched  the  principle  of  autocracy 
are,  indeed,  more  or  less  carried  out,  a  wave  of 
persecution  manifests  itself  which  overwhelms 
just  those  persons  whose  opinions  and  aims  the 
"  liberal  "  Government  has  apparently  identified 
itself  with.  These  ambiguous  tactics  of  rosy 
promises  and  all  too  thorny  reality  during  the 
"  liberal  periods"  are  easily  explained. 

As  soon  as  the  opposition  to  the  Government 
threatened  to  assume  serious  dimensions,  and 
the  radical  and  fighting-  elements  had  ranged 
themselves  for  the  attack,  a  liberal  Minister  was 
promptly  appointed  and  a  new  era  of  liberal 
reforms  proclaimed.  One  reservation  was,  how- 
ever, made  as  a  matter  of  coarse — that  before 
any  reforms  could  be  seriously  undertaken  the 
revolutionists  must  be  extirpated  root  and 
branch.  In  this  way  the  ranks  of  the  opposition 
were  divided.  The  credulous  majority  fell  into 
the  trap,  leaving  a  free  hand  to  the  Government, 
who  immediately  swooped  down  upon  the  more 
radical  elements.  Society  murmured  at  the 
unheard-of  persecutions — every  year  the  Govern- 
ment manages  to  achieve  some  novelty  in  this 
direct  ion  — but  society  was  paralysed  and  under 
a  spell.  It  was  only  when  gallows,  prison,  and 
banishment  had  done  their  worst  that  the  glow- 
ing colours  of  the  picture  began  to  fade  away. 
Then  followed  the  nig-ht  of  the  Reaction. 


Thus  did  it  happen  with  the  liberalism  of  the 
Empress  Catharine,  which  went  hand  in  hand 
with  the  persecution  of  the  Novikoff  circle,  and 
resulted  in  the  reactionary  era  of  Paul.  The 
same  reason  underlay  the  flirtation  of  Alexander 
I.  with  constitutional  principles,  which  eventuated 
in  the  infamous  Araktcheft'  rq/iine  and  paved  the 
way  for  the  reaction  of  Nicholas  I.  An  exception 
must  be  made  in  the  case  of  Alexander  II. 
Daring  the  first  years  of  his  reign  he  was  really 
liberal,  of  course  within  the  limits  of  "  historic 
tradition,"  for  he  too  w  is  firmly  convinced  that 
he  must  pass  on  undamaged  to  his  successors  the 
autocracy  as  he  had  inherited  it,  and  when  it 
became  clear  to  him  that  the  liberal  reforms 
must  lead  to  a  limitation  of  his  autocracy  he 
turned  tail  and  took  refuge  in  ambiguous  tactics. 

The  catastrophe  of  March  1st,  1881,  hastened 
these  tactics.  The  first  three  or  four  years  of 
Alexander  III.'s  reign  were  devoted,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  a  cat-?„ud-mouse  game  with  the  Liberals, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  a  bitter  persecution  of 
the  "  revolution,"  while  'lis  remaining  years,  as 
well  as  the  reign  of  Nicholas  II.,  have  afforded  the 
spectacle  of  a  continual  St.  Bartholomew's  night, 
which  reached  its  height  in  the  orgies  of  a 
Plehve.  After  the  death  of  Plehve  and  during 
the  war  with  Japan  the  wave  of  popular  indigna- 
tion reached  such  a  height  that  liberal  society 
had  nothing  to  fear,  arid  therefore  fraternised 
almost  openly  with  the  revolutionists.  It  was  high 
time  that  something  should  be  done,  and  then 
began  the  Sviatopolk-Mirski  era,  which  led  to  the 
so-called  Constitution.  B.-.b  even  at  this  juncture, 
which  was  really  daugertfas  for  the  Government, 
it  did  not  renounce  its  twofold  tactics. 

How  little  in  earnest  the  Russian  Government 
was  with  regard  to  the  promises  of  liberty  con- 
tained in  the  October  Manifesto  is  evident  from 
a  single  trifling  fact.  One  has  only  to  compare 
this  Manifesto,  which  was  to  set  Russia  free, 
with  that  other  Manifesto  of  almost  the  same 
date  which  to  all  intents  and  purposes  freed 
Finland  —  though,  unhappily,  for  no  lengthy 
period.  The  Finnish  Manifesto  is  couched  in 
dry  official  language,  but  it  enumerates  all  the 
existing  laws  which  constituted  Finland's 
servitude,  and  which  were  now  collectively 
annulled.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Russian 
Manifesto  is  drawn  up  in  a  bombastic  style,  and 
is  full  of  intoxicating-  promises. 

The  principal  difference  between  the  two 
manifestoes  lies  in  the  Governmental  tactics 
already  referred  to.  Finland  and  the  liberal 
party  had  concluded  a  compact  with  the  revolu- 
tionary party.  The  point  was,  therefore,  to 
crush  this  coalition.  Finland  was  accorded  her 
freedom  on  the  presumption  that  this  could  be 
taken  away  from  her  again  as  soon  as  the  real 
danger  had  passed.  Then  the  liberal  elements 
must  be  sepai-ated  from  the  revolutionists,  and 
for  this  purpose  the  liDnma"  was  called  into 
existence,  diverting  people's  minds  with  pictures 
of  a  glorious  future.  If  trouble  ensued  it  could 
always  be  closed  at  any  time.  Thus  it  can  be 
seen  that,  thanks  to  the  twofold  tactics  of  the 
Government,  it  has  remained  master  of  the  situa- 
tion until  the  present  day. 

Whence  comes  the  Government's  power  of 
resistance  ?  In  the  face  of  our  opponents  we 
must  honestly  confess  that  we  are  compelled  to 
admire  its  enduranc?,  the  self-sacrifice  of  its 
most  highly  placed  servants,  and  even  of  the 
Tsar  himself,  for  they  are  all  dancing  upon  a 
volcano,  and  stake  their  lives  on  the  game  in 
order  to  remain  true  to  the  "  historic  tradition." 

Wherein,  then,  lies  the  magic  power  of  this 
'■  historic  tradition  "  ?  This  question  must  be 
elucidated  before  one  can  gain  an  insight  into 
the  problem  of  Russian  liberty.     A.  W alter; 

[To  be  continued.) 


KIEFF     BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 


Important    Pronouncement    by  the 
Medical  Congress. 

RUSSIAN    EXPERTS  CONDEMNED. 


A  remarkable  pronouncement  on  the  Kieff  Blood 
Accusation  case  was  made  at  the  joint  meeting  of  the 
sections  on  Forensic  Medicine  and  Psychiatry  at 
the  Medical  Congress  in  London  on  Tuesday, 
August  1 2th.  Not  only  was  the  general  accusation 
of  ritual  murder  repudiated,  but  the  specific  charge 
in  the  Kieff  case  was  emphatically  condemned  as  a 
case  of  racial  antipathy,  amounting  to  criminal  con- 
spiracy. 

In  the  course  of  the  meeting  copies  of  the  affidavit 
of  the  Russian  Professor  Sikorsky  and  of  the  English 
protest  of  last  year,  which  was  so  inrluentially  signed, 
were  distributed  to  the  meeting.  We  may  recall 
here  the  report  of  Professor  Sikorsky,  on  which  the 
charge  is  based,  and  also  the  report  of  the  English 
experts  to  whom  the  case  was  submitted. 

Professor  Sikorsky's  opinions  are  contained  in  a 
document  dated  May  8th,  iqii.  The  Professor  gave 
it  as  his  opinion  that  the  murderer  was  probably 
a  person  used  to  slaughtering  animals.  In  the 
absence  of  any  direct  indications  of  nationality,  he 
said,  one  must  confine  oneself  to  considerations  of  an 
historical  and  anthropological  character. 

"  One  has  to  agree  with  the  criminal  anthropolo- 
gists," he  added,  "  that  the  psychological  basis  of 
crimes  of  this  type  must  be  sought  in  racial  revenge.'' 
"A   Farrago   of  Hypotheses." 

The  English  experts — Mr.  A.  J.  Pepper,  the  senior 
expert  in  the  Public  Prosecutions  Department  ;  Dr. 
Charles  A.  Mercier,  consulting  physician  for  mental 
diseases  at  Charing-cross  Hospital ;  and  Dr.  W.  H. 
Willcox,  the  senior  Home  Office  expert,  after  exami- 
ning all  the  facts  connected  with  the  murder,  stated  : — 
"  We  hold  the  strongest  opinion  that  there  is  nothing 
in  the  details  of  the  murder  to  suggest  in  any  way  the 
race  or  the  nationality  of  the  murderer,  and  we  are 
entirely  and  emphatically  opposed  to  the  opinion  of 
Professor  Sikorsky  that  the  crime  was  in  any  way  a 
ritual  murder." 

The  proceedings  of  the  Medical  Congress  yester- 
day week  opened  with  a  paper  on  "  The  Psychology 
of  Crime "  by  Professor  W.  Weygandt,  of  Ham- 
burg, who  referred  to  the  alleged  ritual  murder. 
Professor  Puppe  discussed  the  action  of  the 
Russian  experts,  and  adduced  reasons  for  believing 
that  the  theory  of  ritual  murder  was  untenable.  He 
contended  that  no  case  of  ritual  murder  had  ever 
been  proved  against  the  jews.  Criticising  Professor 
Sikorsky,  he  pointed  out  that  the  affidavit  was  not  a 
document  of  which  experts  in  forensic  medicine  and 
psychiatry  could  take  serious  notice.  It  was  a 
farrago  of  criminal-inthropological  hypotheses,  and 
there  was  not  a  trace  of  exact  science  in  it. 

Unanimous  Condemnation. 

Professor  Harvey  Littlejohn  associated  himself 
with  the  views  of  Professor  Puppe,-  and  proposed 
that  the  section  should  pass  a  resolution  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  views  of  Professor  Sikorsky. 

Sir  James  Crichton-Browne  (who  was  in  the  chair) 
said  he  could  not  assent  to  Professor  Littlejohn's 
proposal,  as  the  meeting  had  not  had  a  sufficient 
opportunity  of  studying  the  docum  nts  which  had 
been  handed  round  (the  most  important  of  the  docu- 
ments were  in  German).  He  said,  however,  that 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  murder  was  not  a  " ritual " 
murder,  but  the  act  of  some  homicidal  lunatic, 
or  brutal  criminal,  which  had  been  seized  upon 
by  persons  animated  by  racial  antipathy  to  the 
Jews  to  distort  and  misrepresent  facts  for  their  own 
nefarious  purposes.  Sir  James  then  asked  those  who 
agreed  with  him  to  signify  their  assent,  and  the 
meeting  did  so  unanimously.  The  Chairman  added 
that  he  agreed  with  every  word  that  had  fallen  from 
Professors  Littlejohn  and  Puppe  as  to  Professor 
Sikorsky's  opinions. 

A  dramatic  incident  occurred  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting.  Professor  Bajenoff,  President  of  the 
Society  of  Psychiatry  of  Moscow,  ascended  the  plat- 
form, and  in  the  name  of  his  Society  and  Russian 
scientists  generally,  repudiated  the  conclusions  of 
Professor  Sikorsky. 

(Further  news  relating  to  the  Beilis  case  will  be  found 
on  page  136 ) 
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THE    ECONOMICS    OF  ANTI- 
SEMITISM. 

III.*— How    the    Home   Trade  Suffers 
from  Anti-Jewish  Restrictions. 

We  have  seen  the  splendid  results  of  an  anti- 
Semitic  policy  in  the  sphere  of  foreign  trade.  No 
less  striking  is  its  effect  on  Russia's  home  trade.  1  n 
this  connection  we  must  remember  the  important 
part  played  by  the  great  Russian  fairs,  which  are 
held  periodically,  and  at  which  merchants  assemble 
with  their  wares  in  great  numbers.  The  most 
important  fairs  are  those  of  Nijni-Novgorod,  libit, 
Kharkov  (three  times  a  year),  and  the  "  contract "  fair 
of  Kieff.  The  transactions  concluded  at  these  fairs 
are  of  a  national,  and  even  partly  of  an  international, 
character  and  importance.  Their  turnover  is  very 
considerable.  At  the  fair  held  at  libit  in  1910  goods 
of  the  value  of  26,000,000  roubles  were  sold,  and  in 
191 1  the  bills  of  exchange  and  banking  transactions 
amounted  to  31,000,000  roubles.  At  the  Nijni- 
Novgorod  fair  of  191 1  bills  of  exchange  for  the  sum 
of  ^o, 000,000  of  roubles  were  discounted.  But,  as  is 
well  known,  Jewish  merchants— except  the  very 
richest,  who  pay  large  sums  for  their  merchant 
certificates — are  not  allowed  to  cross  the  Pale  of 
Settlement,  and  therefore  the  majority  of  Jewish 
firms  cannot  send  their  representatives  to  these  fairs, 
where  all  commercial  transactions  require  the  per- 
sonal presence  of  the  merchants  or  their  agents. 
Thus  the  fair  trade  suffers  very  severely  from  the 
senseless  restriction  of  the  Jewish  rights  of  residence. 
In  1910  the  Exchange  Committee  of  Kharkov  peti- 
tioned the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Commerce  to  allow 
the  Jews  free  access  to  the  Kharkov  fairs,  which  they 
declared  suffered  great  losses  on  account  of  their 
absence.  In  191 1  the  same  course  was  taken  at 
Xijni-Xovgorod,  where  the  Fair  Committee,  which 
consists  of  very  important  and  purely  Russian  mer- 
chants, was  compelled  to  telegraph  a  protest  to  the 
Minister  of  Interior,  declaring  that  the  expulsion  of 
the  Jews  from  the  fair  was  calculated  to  cause  "  huge 
bankruptcies  and  the  complete  stagnation  of  busi- 
ness, threatening  irrecoverable  losses." 

Jews   and  the  Timber  Trade. 

The  fact  that  this  protest  against  the  policy  of 
anti-Semitism  emanated  from  Russian  firms  shows 
that  the  Government's  pseudo-National  policy  not 
only  does  harm  to  the  Jewish  population,  but  is  also 
completely  opposed  to  the  interests  of  national 
economy  and  of  Russian  trade  and  commerce. 
This  is  true  not  only  of  the  fairs,  but  of  Russian 
trade  in  general.  Thus  in  the  summer  of  191 1  the 
Timber  Exchange  of  Minsk  declared  that  the  anti- 
Jewish  restrictions  acted  injuriously  on  the  timber 
trade,  which  occupies  an  important  place  in  the 
local  economy.  On  this  subject  the  official  organ  of 
the  trade  wrote  as  follows  :  — 

"As  is  well  known,  the  timber  business  in  the 
North-Western  region  plays  an  important  role.  The 
chief  dealers  are  the  Jews,  but  recently  the  position 
of  Jewish  timber-merchants,  their  managers,  agents, 
and  emplovcs,  and  generally  of  all  the  Jews  who  deal 
in  timber  has  become  worse  and  worse.  The 
restrictions  have  grown  more  rigorous,  and  work  in 
the  timber  business  has  become  very  difficult.  All 
the  Jewish  managers,  agents,  &c,  are  expelled  from 
the  forests,  the  saw-mills  belonging  to  Jews  are 
stopped,  the  despatch  of  agents  outside  the  Pale  is 
hindered,  no  trade  certificates  for  the  place  of 
destination  are  issued,  and  references  to  the  deci- 
sions of  thf  Senate  are  not  acknowledged  to  be 
binding." 

In  consequence  of  this  state  of  affairs  the  Timber 
Exchange  of  Minsk  petitioned  the  Ministry  of  Trade 
to  "  help  to  abolish  the  restrictive  laws  concerning 
the  residence  of  lews,  on  which  the  prosperity  of  the 
forest  trade  and  commerce  so  greatly  depends."  To 
this  application  many  other  Exchanges  and  societies 
lent  their  support. 

Merchants'   Protests  Ignored. 

Tne  situation,  as  will  be  gathered,  is  somewhat 
curious.  The  Government  declares  that  the  anti- 
Semitic  measures  have  for  their  purpose  the  welfare 
and  advantage  <f  Russian  trade.  Hut  the  Russian 
merchants  and  capitalists  themselves,  who  arc  the 
most  interested  parties,  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  these 
measures,  and  unanimously  declare  that  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  Jews  does  nothing  but  harm  to  the  Russian 
capitalist.  The  Government,  however,  pays  no 
attention  to  these  declarations,  and  adheres  to  its  old 
policy,  ignoring  the  country's  economic  needs  in 
order  to  further  the  interests  of  political  reaction. 
In  persecuting  the  Jews  the  Russian  autocracy  and  its 
servants  manifest  a  true  inventive  genius.  Last  year, 
for  instance,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  issued 
instructions  that  special  rcgi-tration  hooks  should  he 
issued  to  those  Jewish  merchants  who  nave  the  right 
of  temporary  residence  outside  the  Pale.    In  these 


•The  fir*t  two  article*  appeared  on  July  23rd  and  August  13th. 


books  the  police  have  to  record  the  time  which  the 
merchant  spends  in  every  town  lie  visits  on  businesi  ; 
and  if  the  merchant  sends  his  agent  the  book  has  to 
be  handed  over  to  the  latter  for  the  same  purpose. 
Even  before  the  introduction  of  this  regulation  the 
Council  of  the  Conferences  of  Trade  and  Commerce 
presented  a  memorandum  to  the  Premier  in  which 
the  new  rules  were  declared  to  be  greatly  injurious 
to  commerce;  but  in  spite  of  this  protest  the  rules 
have  been  enforced. 

Still  more  senseless  and  injurious  is  the  newest 
restrictive  scheme  which  ha-  been  drafted  by  the 
Government,  and  which  ha-  already  provoked  pro- 
tests from  the  Russian  merchants.  The  proposal  is 
to  extend  the  restrictions  on  the  rights  of  Jews  to  all 
joint-stock  companies  which  include  even  a  single 
jew  among  their  shareholder-.  For  instance.  Jews 
are  not  allowed  to  acquire  land  outside  the  town-, 
even  in  the  Pale  of  Settlement.  The  Government 
is  now  also  going  to  prohibit  tne  acquisition  of  land 
by  joint-stock  companies  which  include  Jews. 

War   on   Economic  Development. 

AH  these  facts  show  that  Russia's  political  and 
legal  development  is  proceeding  in  a  direction  con- 
trary to  that  taken  by  other  European  and  even  non- 
European  countries.  Everywhere  else  the  legal 
differences  based  on  racial,  religious,  and  other 
distinctions  are  being  removed  ;  everywhere  else 
endeavours  are  being  made  to  enlarge  the  field  of 
individual  activity  and  initiative.  In  Russia  alone 
the  opposite  tendency  is  manifested.  Here  the 
Government  continually  forges  new  fetters,  new 
restrictions,  and  devises  measures  such  as  were  not 
known  even  in  feudal  times.  It  does  not  understand 
that  the  economic  factors  of  production  and  exchange 
are  the  essence  of  the  social  and  political  life  of  the 
people.  In  restricting  economic  development  the 
Government  falls  into  the  deepest  abyss  of  contra- 
diction, and  enters  into  the  strongest  conflict  with 
the  material  forces  which  are  the  motive  power  of 
the  history  of  mankind.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  in  this  conflict  the  victory  will  ultimately  be  on 
the  side  of  economic  development,  which  sooner  or 
later  will  sweep  the  obsolete  political  and  legal 
obstructions  out  of  its  path. 

G.  Alexixsky. 


DESERTIONS   FROM  ORTHODOXY; 


Increasing  Number  of  Converts   to  the 

Catholic  Church. 


At  the  » instance  of  Archbishop  Antonius  of 
Volhynia,  the  Chancellery  of  the  Holy  Synod  has 
undertaken  a  statistical  inquiry  into  the  subject  of 
desertions  from  Orthodoxy  to  Roman  Catholicism, 
which  have  been  very  frequent  during  the  past  few 
years.  The  investigation,  which  is  not  yet  complete, 
has  already  made  it  clear  that  the  secession  move- 
ment, which  started  in  1905,  reached  its  highest 
point  in  1907-8.  After  this  period  it  subsided,  and 
scarcely  any  deseitions  occurred  in  the  years  1910-12. 
Now,  however,  secession  is  again  on  the  increase, 
although  statistical  figures  for  the  current  year  are 
not  yet  available.  The  greatest  number  of  deser- 
tions' occurs  in  the  dioceses  of  the  North-Western 
governments  and  in  St.  Petersburg. 


THE    PALE    OF  SETTLEMENT. 


Famous  Russian  Novelist's  Denunciation. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  M.  Galant.  the  author  of  a 
pamphlet  entitled  The  Pule  fit  Settlement,  M.  Koro- 
lenko,  the  famous  Russian  novelist  and  publicist, 
refers  as  follows  to  the  institution  of  the  Pale  : — 

"  To  tell  the  truth,  it  is  rather  awkward  to  convince 
people  that  men  who,  like  everybody  else,  are  made 
to  bear  public  burdens  arc  not  allowed  to  enjoy  the 
right,  belonging  to  every  human  being,  of  freely 
choosing  their  place  of  residence.  This  is  an  axiom 
recognised  by  all  civilised  countries.  But,  unfortu- 
nately, among  us  one  has  to  prove  it,  since  our  social 
and  political  system  has  everywhere  carefully  substi- 
tuted evident  absurdities  for  evident  truths.  But 
this  carries  us  at  once  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
Pale  of  Settlement." 

It  is  reported  from  the  town  of  Bakhmut  that 
expulsions  of  Jewish  families  settled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  that  city  have  begun. 

Profes-or  Ku/.min-Karavayelf  states  in  the  Den 
that,  contrary  to  official  disclaimers,  the  new  rules 
of  the  transformed  Military  Medical  Academy  con- 
tain a  provision  that  "  sons  or  grandsons  of  persons 
born  in  the  Jewish  faith  shall  not  be  admitted  to  the 
Academy.' 

The  Senate  has  ruled  that  Jewish  women  who 
enjoy  the  right  of  unrestricted  residence  by  inheri- 
tance, forfeit  that  privilege  on  marriage,  if  their 
husbands  do  not  possess  the  right  themselves,  though 
the  privilege  of  unrestricted  residence  reverts  to  such 
women  on  their  becoming  widows. 


METHODS    OF   THE  HOLY 
SYNOD. 

The   Revolt  of  the   People    from  a 
Political  Clergy. 

[From  Ocr  Own-  Correspondent/ 

St.  Petershlro,  August  12th. 
In  spite  of  the  holiday  season,  the  Holy  Synod  is 
overwhelmed  with  business.  The  Holy  Synod's 
action  in  dragging  the  clergy  into  the  whirlpool  of 
politic-  has  caused  a  revulsion  among  a  large  part  of 
the  people,  and  this  has  given  rise  to  a  Prote-tant 
movement.  This  movement  is  at  present  a  matter 
of  a  multitude  of  separate  sects  vainly  seeking  a 
Luther. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  during  the  last  General 
Election  the  clergy  were  compelled  to  give  consider- 
able support  to  the  reactionary  parties.  The  Holy 
Synod  exerted  pressure  on  the  Prelates,  wl.c,  m  their 
turn,  brought  their  authority  to  bear  or.  their  subor- 
dinates, and  this  in  so  unceremonious  and  cynical  a 
manner  that  it  has  caused  the  moderate  elements  to 
cry  out.  This  is  the  atmosphere  in  which  have 
arisen  popular  religious  movements  in  various  part- 
of  the  country,  differing  in  character  according  to 
the  personalities  of  the  religious  leader.  Just  now 
the  Holy  Synod  is  busy  with  the  Mount  Athos 
monks,  and  also  with  the  movement  known  as 
Innoceniism.  For  the  purpose  of  investigating  the 
latter  movement,  the  Holy  Synod  sent  out  V.  M. 
Skvortsoff ,  the  Senior  Officer  of  Special  Commissions 
attached  to  the  Chief  Procurator,  to  the  govern- 
ments of  Cherson,  Bessarabia,  and  Pjdolia. 

Attack  on  Innocentism. 
I  have  already  had  occasion  to  describe  the  part 
played  by  Skvortsoff  as  the  persecutor  in  the  case  of 
the  Temperance  Brothers.  This  time  in  his  report 
to  the  Holy  Synod  he  declared  that  the  Innocentian 
movement  bore  an  anti-Christian  and  ferocious 
character  Innocent's  agents,  it  is  declared,  take 
advantage  of  the  credulity  of  the  Moldavians,  whose 
villages  have  gone  to  ruin.  Wealthy  farmers  have 
become  beggars,  while  their  estates  were  bought 
up  by  sinners  who  did  not  believe  in  the  near  end 
of  the  world.  Apart  from  this  rrutenal  exploitation, 
Innocent  is  accused  in  this  report  of  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  credulity  of  females  to  deprive  them  of 
their  chastity,  on  the  plea  of  saving  their  souls  and 
redeeming  their  bodies  from  the  power  of  hell. 
A  Simple  Believer's  Account. 
Such  is  the  report  of  Skvortsoff.  We  possess, 
however,  a  different  testimony  about  this  movement, 
written  by  one  of  Innocent's  followers.  As  this 
narrative  contains  a  description  of  its  rise,  develop- 
ment, and  later  phases,  I  venture  to  reproduce  almost 
literally  the  story  of  this  simple  believer  :  — 

"  Hiero-Monk  Innocent  lived  at  the  Theodosius 
Monastery,  in  the  town  of  Balta,  where  he  preached 
the  word  of  God  from  Holy  Writ.  People  thronged 
from  everywhere  to  the  Monastery  in  order  to  pray 
to  God  and  to  kiss  the  grave  of  St.  Theodosius.  Out 
of  jealousy,  however,  the  authorities  transferred 
Innocent  to  the  town  of  Kamenetz  Podolsky  :  but  the 
people  streamed  there,  too,  in  still  larger  numbers 
than  to  Balta.  and  their  numbers  were  swelled  by 
the  local  inhabitants.  Innocent's  clerical  superiors 
therefore  removed  him  to  the  Muron  Monastery, 
in  the  distant  northern  government  of  Oloneh.''  But, 
goes  on  the  story,  he  w?as  still  followed  by  crowds — 
"  like  a  rlock  following  its  good  shepherd. 

Reason  of  Innocent's  Popularity. 
"  Innocent,  however,  would  feed  all  the  destitute, 
the  needy  strangers,  and  the  aged.  All  would  take 
their  meals  together,  thanking  the  Lord  for  every- 
thing. Innocent  would  give  a  copy  of  the  Gospel 
and  of  the  Lives  of  the  Saints  to  every  arrival,  and 
distribute  money  to  the  poor  and  the  old.  All  that 
the  people  gave  he  distributed  among  the  poor,  or 
spent  it  on  the  building  of  new  churches,  the  erec- 
tion of  ikenostases,  and  on  fuel  and  clothing  for 
the  necessitous.  Among  the  visitors  was  Father 
Herman,  the  Abbot  of  the  Kirilo-Tchernogorsky 
Monastery,  which  is  200  versts  distant  from  Muron. 
The  Abbot,  too,  brought  gifts  of  carpets  for  the  Holy 
Altar  and  linen  for  shirts  for  the  Brothers.  It  is 
therefore  clear  that  Innocent  did  not  gather  treasures 
for  himself  on  earth.  He  was  showing,  not  merely 
in  words,  but  also  by  deeds,  how  one  should  live. 
And  that  is  why  the  people  Hocked  to  him. 

"  On  February  18th  the  Abbot  of  the  Muron 
Monastery  ordered  the  followers  of  Innocent  to  leave 
the  premises  immediately  for  their  homes.  More  than 
a  thousand  adults  and  over  a  hundred  infants  were 
turned  out  into  the  street,  in  spite  of  the^evere  frost." 

Though  this  simple  narrative  testifies  to  the  deep 
faith  of  the  common  folk,  it  fails  to  describe  the 
horrors  through  which  these  people  passed  after 
being  evicted  from  the  Muron  Monastery.  They 
marched  with  their  infants,  freezing  and  starving, 
tailing  ill  and  dying,  so  that  only  about  half  of  them 
survived  to  reach  their  homes.  Innocent  himself 
was  incarcerated  in  a  convent  and  made  to  recant 
his  doctrines. 
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NOTES. 


The  Finnish  Elections. 

Only  4-0  per  cent,  of  the  electors  voted  in  the 
elections  to  the  Finnish  Diet,  which  may  be  an 
indication  that  the  Finns  are  wearied  by  the 
ceaseless  assaults  on  their  autonomy  and  the 
degradation  of  their  Government  by  the  Russian 
authorities.  Nevertheless  the  results  show  no 
weakening  but  rather  a  strengthening  of  their 
determination  to  assert  their  rights.  Ninety 
Socialists  were  elected,  38  Old  Finns,  29  Young 
Finns,  "25  Swedes,  and  18  Agrarians.  This  is  a 
o-ain  to  the  Socialists  of  four  seats  and  to  the 
Young  Finns  of  one  seat.  These  two  are  the 
most  advanced  parties,  who  have  taken  the  lead 
in  resisting  Russian  aggression.  The  Russian 
Government,  of  course,  dislikes  the  growth  of 
strong  Progressive  parties  in  Finland,  but  it  has 
done  all  it  could  ro  stimulate  it  and  to  bring- 
about  a  hardening  of  Finnish  national  sentiment. 
It  is  true  that  with  the  aid  of  the  Duma  and  the 
military  the  Tsar  and  his  bureaucracy  can  wipe 
out  the  Finnish  Diet  and  its  parties  at  their 
pleasure  ;  but  wise  statesmen  know  that  that 
which  counts  even  more  than  the  machinery  of 
Government  is  the  sentiment  and  conviction  of 
the  people. 

The  Ritual  Murder  Protest. 

The  final  work  of  the  Foi^ensic  Medicine  and 
Psychiatry  sections  of  the  International  Medical 
Congress  was  to  discuss  the  "  ritual  "  murder 
accusation  brought  by  the  Russian  Government 
against  the  Jews  in  connection  with  the  murder 
of  a  lad  at  Kieff.  The  ehai'ge  is  based  upon  the 
report  of  Professor  Sikorsky.  His  conclusions 
and  the  methods  by  which  he  reached  them 
have  already  been  condemned,  as  fantastic  and 
without  any  scientific  worth  by  eminent  medical 
experts  in  Austria,  Germany,  Switzerland,  and 
France,  and  by  Drs.  Pepper,  AVillcox,  and  Mercier 
in  England.  At  the  Medical  Congress  Pro- 
fessors Puppe.  Bajenoff  (in  the  name  of 
Russian  scientists  generally ),  and  Littlejohn.  and 
Sir  James  Crichton-Browue,  pointed  out  that 
there  was  no  evidence  indicating  ritual  murder, 
and  the  members  of  the  Forensic  Medicine  and 
Psychiatry  Sections  concurred  in  this  view  by 
acclamation.  It  would  be  impossible  to  exag- 
gerate the  value  of  this  opinion  as  expert 
evidence.  Here  we  have  a  gathering  repre- 
senting all  the  specialists  of  the  whole  world, 
who  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  study  of 
abnormal  crime,  pronouncing,  after  studying  the 
evidence  which  the  prosecution  relies  upon,  that 
the  crime  could  not  have  been  a  ritual  murder. 
It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Government, 
having  committed  itself  so  far,  will  now  have 
the  courage  to  drop  the  ritual  murder  charge: 
nor  is  it,  perhaps,  desirable  that  it  should  at 
this  stage.  A  monstrous  charge,  not  merely 
against  an  individual  but  against  a  whole  people 
and  their  faith,  when  it  has  been  persisted  in  so 
long  can  be  satisfactorily  disposed  of  only  by 
public  inquiry  and  condemnation.  The  court 
which  is  to  try  Beilis  is  able  and  is  bound  ti 


attacli  that  weight  to  the  opinion  of  the  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Medicine  which  the  Russian 
Government  is  too  enslaved  by  its  persistent 
errors  to  do. 

The  "Times"  Russian  Supplement. 

Tlu-  Timesoi  Monday  week  published  its  fourth 
Russian  Supplement,  the  third  during  the  course 
of  this  year.  Russia  is  evidently  regarded  by 
the  Times  and  by  her  own  Government  as  very 
like  a  South  American  Republic,  and  needing 
the  same  machinery  of  "  publicity  "  and  putting 
to  commend  her  to  the  good  graces  of  the  British 
investor  and  the  British  market.  The  similarity 
is  so  close  that  precisely  half  the  twenty-four 
pages  of  this  Supplement  are  tilled  by  the 
"'  Explanatory  Memorandum  of  the  Minister  of 
Finance  to  the  Draft  Budget  of  the  Empire," 
printed  as  an  advertisement,  doubtless  for  good 
consideration.  Whether  these  tactics,  remiuisceut 
of  a  rotten  republic,  a  bubble  company,  or  a 
bucket-shop,  are  well  designed  to  inspire  British 
confidence  and  attract  British  capital  the  future 
will  show.  But  whoever  reads  along  with  M. 
Kokovtsoff's  Memorandum  the  criticism  of  it  by 
M.  Konovalov,  a  member  of  the  Duma,  is  likely 
to  keep  a  tight  grip  on  his  money.  M.  Konovalov 
points  out  that  the  improvement  in  Russian 
agriculture  is  "  faked "  by  comparing  1S95,  a 
year  of  low  prices  and  bad  harvests,  with  1910, 
a  year  of  high  prices  and  abundant  harvests. 
The  yield  per  acre  is  not  increasing.  Flax 
culture  is  declining.  Since  1900  the  number  of 
cattle  relative  to  population  has  declined  by  II 
per  cent.,  and  generally  agriculture  in  Russia  is 
not  more  advanced  than  it  was  in  England  in  the 
fourteenth  or  fifteenth  century.  The  Russian 
textile  industry  has  been  going  through  a  crisis 
for  the  last  two  years,  and  the  banks  have  had 
to  step  in  to  save  many  old-established  firms. 
Purely  business  matters  are  subjected  to  the 
exigencies  of  politics.  Joint-stock  companies  are 
still  in  the  stage  of  concessions,  and  a  company's 
statutes  have  to  go  through  from  three  to  six 
departments.  In  conclusion,  M.  Konovalov  says 
that  the  hesitation  shown  by  foreign  capital  to 
invest  in  Russia  is  due  to  the  absence  of  free 
institutions.  One  may  add  that  the  hesitation 
will  endure  so  long  as  the  absence  of  free  insti- 
tutions endures. 


Economic  Folly. 

We  publish  in  this  number  the  concluding 
article  on  "  The  Economics  of  Anti-Semitism." 
The  first  showed  the  heavy  material  loss  inflicted 
on  Russian  wealth  and  industry  by  the  pogroms, 
which,  besides  the  workers  they  killed  and  the 
property  they  destroyed,  drove  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  producers  and  enormous  sums  of 
capital  out  of  Russia.  In  the  second  we  showed 
how  the  harassing  of  the  Jews  was  ruining  certain 
Russian  ports,  notably  Odessa  and  Libau.  The 
third  article  illustrates  the  same  destructive  folly 
from  the  experience  of  the  Jews,  the  timber- 
trade,  and  the  merchants  generally  throughout 
Russia.  In  1910  the  Exchange  Committee  of 
Kharkov  petitioned  the  Government  to  allow  the 
Jews  free  access  to  the  Kharkov  fairs,  which 
were  suffering  heavily  from  their  absence.  In 
1911  the  Nijni-Novgorod  Fair  Committee  made 
a  similar  petition,  and  pointed  out  that  the 
exclusion  of  the  Jews  would  cause  numerous 
bankruptcies  and  complete  stagnation  of  busi- 
ness. The  Minsk  Timber  Exchange  in  the  same 
year  begged  that  the  restrictive  laws  against  the 
Jews  should  be  abolished,  and  all  over  Russia 
merchants'  organisations  have  been  urging  similar 
pleas.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  bodies  are 
pure  Russian,  representing  the  very  persons  in 
whose  interests  the  Government's  "  Nationalist " 
commercial  anti-Semitism  is  alleged  to  be  prac- 
tised. They  repudiate  a  policy  which  is  as 
injurious  to  them  as  to  the  Jews  against  whom 
it  is  aimed.  Nevertheless,  the  Government  per- 
sists in  its  evil  course.    Its  latest  notion  is  to 


increase  the  restrictions  on  Jews  by  making  any 
joint-stock  company,  of  which  even  a  single 
share  is  held  by  a  Jew,  ineligible  to  acquire  rural 
land.  When  folly  is  spurred  on  by  hatred  its 
only  boundary  is  the  abyss. 

The  Religious  Revolt. 

In  politics  as  in  physics  reaction  follows  faith- 
fully on  action,  and  it  was  certain  that  the  Ortho- 
dox Church  would  suffer  for  allowing  itself  to 
become  a  mere  political  tool  of  an  oppressive 
Government.  Our  St.  Petersburg  Correspon- 
dent writes  that  the  pressure  exercised  during  the 
last  General  Flection  by  the  Holy  S}-nod  and  the 
bishops  revolted  men  of  genuine  religious  senti- 
ment, and  has  evoked  quite  an  epidemic  of 
popular  religious  movements.  Numerous  dis- 
sentiug  sects  have  sprung  up,  and  a  Luther,  a 
dominating  personality,  wrould  split  the  Orthodox 
Church  from  top  to  bottom.  The  Holy  Synod, 
alarmed  by  a  movement  for  which  it  is  itself 
responsible,  has  sent  a  M.  Skvortsoff,  already 
notorious  as  the  persecutor  of  the  Temperance 
Brothers,  to  report  on  one  of  the  new  sects,  the 
Iunocentists.  He  informs  his  superiors  that 
Innocent  and  his  agents,  under  the  cloak  of  reli- 
gion, are  plundering  men  and  defiling  women. 
No  doubt  this  was  the  kind  of  report  which  the 
Hohy  Synod  desired,  but  those  who  are  inclined  to 
accept  it  will  hesitate  when  they  remember  that 
the  Baptists  are  similarly  libelled  by  official 
Russia — of  course  for  political  purposes.  Happily 
we  are  not  left  there.  An  account  by  a  follower 
of  Innocent  shows  that  he  is  one  of  those  simple 
and  natural  religious  leaders  of  which  the  Russian 
soil  is  so  prolific,  and  that  the  peasants  flocked  to 
him  because  "  he  was  showing  not  merely  in 
words  but  also  by  deeds  how  one  should  live." 
A  ( iovernment  of  average  prudence  and  intelli- 
gence would  realise  that  it  cannot  afford  to  add 
to  its  other  vices  and  blunders  that  of  setting 
itself  against  the  deepest  religious  sentiment  of 
the  people. 

Colonising  Incapacity. 

We  published  last  week  an  article  showing 
how  destructive  and  blundering  was  Russia's 
colonising,  or  rather  conquering  activity.  To  the 
Siberian  tribes  she  has  given  "  nothing  but 
disease  and  syphilis  and  vodka,  oppressing  them, 
fencing  in  their  lands,  sending  merchants  who 
exploit  them,  and  extortionate  officials. "  In 
Fergana  Russian  administration  has  raised  the 
number  of  robberies  from  one  a  year  to  two 
hundred  by  reducing  the  natives  to  poverty.  A 
Russian  writer  in  the  Times  Supplement  tells  in 
some  detail  the  failure  of  colonial  enterprise 
in  the  Amur  region,  a  province  three  times  as 
large  as  the  United  Kingdom.  From  1892  to 
1907  the  Russian  Government  spent  i'75,000,000 
on  the  Amur,  all  except  £15,000,000  for  military 
purposes.  There  are  no  roads,  no  doctors,  no 
schools.  Koreans  and  Chinese  are  settling  on 
the  land  and  in  trade,  in  spite  of  desperate 
efforts  by  the  Government  to  keep  them  out,  and 
to  attract  Russians.  Only  the  lowest  class  of 
Russian  peasants  will  come,  and  the  conditions 
of  life  prove  too  repulsive  even  for  them.  The 
Government  resolved  to  use  exclusively  Russian 
labour  in  building  the  Amur  railway ;  but  the 
only  result  was  to  double  the  cost.  The  workers 
leave  the  Amur  when  their  contract  is  over.  The 
Government  discourages  private  enterprise  in  the 
interest  of  State  enterprise  ;  and  in  spite  of  all  its 
efforts  to  keep  the  Amur  a  terra  claiisa  for  Russians, 
the  province  depends  on  Manchuria  for  its  bread 
and  Japan  and  Europe  for  its  manufactured 
goods.  "  Other  than  repressive  measures  are 
wanted  to  stimulate  the  economic  progress  of  the 
Amur."  concludes  the  writer;  but  repression  and 
corruption  are  the  only  colonising  instruments 
which  the  Russian  bureaucracy  really  under- 
stands. 

The  police  have  instituted  a  prosecution  against 
M.  Buryanoff,  the  Duma  deputy  for  the  Crimea,  for 
having  taken  part  in  a  workmen's  meeting  at  Kieff. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


RUSSIA'S    ALLEGED  PROGRESS." 

The  "  Times  "  Supplement  and  Some 
Facts  of  the  Situation. 

The  rate  at  which  the  Tinics  is  producing  its 
Russian  Supplements  is  becoming  increasingly  rapid. 
While  the  interval  between  the  issue  of  the  first  and 
second  of  these  publications  exceeded  two  years,  the 
third  was  issued  three  months  after  the  second,  and 
the  fourth  is  now  presented  to  the  public  barely  two 
mouths  after  the  third.  We  suspect  that  the  speed 
with  which  the  last  three  numbers  followed  one  upon 
another  was  mainly  due  to  the  necessity  of  completing 
M.  Kokovtsoffs  Financial  Memorandum,  which  in 
the  las:  issue  takes  up  exactly  one-half  of  the  space. 

This  memorandum  gives  us  the  kev  to  the  character 
and  object  of  the  entire  venture.  The  aim  of  these 
Supplements  is  frankly  financial)  conditioned  by  a 
state  of  things  "  where,"  to  use  the  language  of  the 
Supplement,  "  on  the  one  hand,  a  country  of  large 
natural  wealth  is  seeking  the  assistance  of  others  in 
the  work  of  its  own  development,  and  where,  on  the 
other  hand,  capital,  as  is  the  ca;e  in  Great  Britain,  is 
always  on  the  look  out  for  profitable  investment." 
We  are  not  disposed  to  quarrel  with  this  aim.  It  is 
a  perfectly  legitimate  commercial  enterprise  so  long 
as  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  publicist  duties  of 
the  journal  itself.  Whether  it  does  so  interfere  is 
another  matter,  into  which  it  is  not  our  concern  to 
enter  at  this  moment.  If  we  take  notice  of  these 
Supplements  at  all,  it  is  chiefly  because  a  financial 
nexus  between  two  countries  forms  nowadays  a  very 
substantial  foundation  for  a  political  nexus.  The 
latter  in  the  case  of  Russia  being  calculated  to 
strengthen  the  present  political  regime,  we  regard  the 
Tinas  venture  itself  as  a  legitimate  subject  of 
criticism  in  the  pages  of  a  publication  such  as  ours. 

Blindness   to   the   Dark  tide. 

It  is  evident  from  a  perusal  of  the  present  issue  of 
the  Supplement  that  its  editors  have  been  at  some 
pains  to  render  the  optimism  pervading  the  previous 
issues  more  convincing  by  introducing  in  the  present 
issue  one  or  two  articles  striking  a  more  critical  note. 
Thus,  the  present  issue  contains  a  lengthy  summary 
of  a  speech  made  by  M.  Konovalov  in  the  Duma  in 
the  course  of  the  budget  debates,  in  criticism  of  the 
very  Memorandum  which  M.  Kokovtsoff  has  caused 
to  be  published  in  the  Supplement.  The  article  on 
the  Amur  Region  is  also  calculated  to  arouse  in  the 
attentive  reader  certain  misgivings  not  ordinarily 
suggested  by  the  reading  of  a  financial  prospectus. 
Nevertheless,  even  these  critical  notes  are  couched  in 
very  mild  and  very  "loyal "  terms,  and  what  remains 
over  and  above  them  is  pervaded  by  the  same  robust 
faith  in  the  great  economic  and  social  progress  of 
Russia  which  distinguished  the  previous  numbers  of 
the  Supplement. 

What  we  have  to  criticise  in  this  faith  is  precisely 
its  robustness — its  readiness  to  cling  with  the  fondest 
embrace  to  every  indication  of  progress,  and  to  turn 
its  face  away  from  all  indication  of  stagnation  or 
retrogression.  Nothing,  for  instance,  could  be  more 
miserable  than  the  Workmen  s  Insurance  Act  passed 
by  the  Duma  last  year,  and  dealt  with  in  one  of  the 
articles  in  the  present  Supplement.  Barely  300,000 
workmen  out  of  many  millions  have  come  under  its 
operation,  and  even  so  its  effects  are  of  exceedingly 
doubtful  value. 

A   Crippling  Begime. 

Then  take  the  figures  showing  the  progress  of 
fire  insurance,  of  mutual  credit  societies,  of  public 
health— in  fact,  any  of  the  figures  set  out  either 
in  the  articles  or  M.  Kokovtsoff's  Memorandum  to 
show  how  nicely  Russia  is  travelling  on  the  road  of 
progre-s.  They  all  reveal,  indeed,  a  progress,  but  at 
what  rate,  as  compared  with  the  rate  of  the  past, 
bef  ore  M.  Kokovtsoft  had  discovered  the  British  money 
market  ;  It  is  an  exceedingly  slow  progress,  in  many 
cases  not  even  keeping  pace  with  the  natural  growth 
of  the  population,  and  is  exactly  of  the  same  rate  as 
before  the  advent  of  the  present  autocratic-constitu- 
tional regime  and  the  Anglo-Russian  politico-financial 
relations. 

The  writers  of  the  articles  themselves  are  some- 
times compelled  to  admit  the  inadequacy  of  Russia's 
progress  ei'.her  in  comparison  with  the  rate  at  which 
Europe  is  moving,  or  with  its  own  rate  in  the  past,  or, 
lastly,  with  the  rate  at  which  the  population  is  grow- 
in''.  They  try,  however,  to  console  the  reader  with 
the  consideration  that  "  none  the  less  Russia  has 
m  ide  substantial  progress."    Of  course,  the  truth  of 

matter  is  that  Russia,  in  spite  of  all  obstacles  in 
her  way,  was  never  quite  stagnant,  and  is  even  now, 
cribbed  and  confined  a-  she  i->,  moving.  The  fact 
nevertheless  remains  that  Russia  is  working  out  her 
progrei    at  a  tremendous  disadvantage,  having  to 

~'gie  against  a  political  regime  which  cripples  her 
en*l  gicv  /'iiflcmns  the  masses  of  the  people  to  abject 
poverty  and  ignorance,  and  makes  the  very  progress, 
Dall  as  it  i-i,  dependent  upon  such  fortuitous  circum- 
stances as  a  good  harvest. 

Ri.i\. 


THE    FINNISH  ELECTIONS. 

Crushing  Reply  to  the  Government's  Policy 
of  Russification. 

Though  the  definitive  results  of  the  general  elec- 
tions to  the  Finnish  Diet  are  not  yet  to  hand,  it  is 
already  sate  to  inquire  as  to  the  light  they  shed  on  the 
general  tendencies  in  Finnish  politics.  The  only 
district  that  has  not  yet  sent  in  its  final  returns  is  that 
of  the  Finnish  Lapland  :  but  according  to  the  latest 
figures  available  the  Old  Finnish  candidate  here 
seems  certain  to  wrest  the  seat  from  the  Young 
Finns. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  last  election  is  the 
decreasing  number  ot  electors.  It  seems  as  if  the 
Finns  were  getting  tired  "f  the  continual  dissolutions 
of  their  Diet.  Since  1007,  when  the  general  suffrage 
for  the  first  time  came  into  operation,  there  have 
been  no  fewer  than  six  general  elections  Four 
times  the  Russian  Government  illegally  dissolved  the 
Diet  in  the  hope  of  crushing  its  power  of  resistance, 
but  each  time  the  Finns  sent  back  an  assembly 
more  democratic,  mere  pronouncedly  antagonistic 
to  the  Russian  aggression  than  before.  The  follow- 
ing figures  show  the  lull  meaning  of  the  present 
elections,  as  well  as  the  tendencies  they  involve  : — 


1907. 

If"  is. 

Iflim. 

1910. 

191JL 

1913. 

Socialists             80  . 

..    Hi  . 

.    84  . 

..   86  . 

..  86 

..  90 

..    54  . 

.    4s  . 

..  +2 

..  43 

..  38 

Young  Finns  ...  25 

..    27  . 

.   38  . 

..  28 

..  29 

..  2il 

Swedes            ..  24 

25 

..    26  . 

..  26 

..  25 

Agrarians             10  . 

.'.     '■)  . 

!  IS 

..  17 

..  16 

..  18 

Christian   Soc.  2 

1 

1 

..  0 

The  Clerical  Old  Finnish  Party  has  thus 

lost  no 

fewer  than  twenty-one  seats  since  the  first  general 
elections  under  the  new  democratic  suffrage  law. 
All  other  parties  show  an  increase,  except  the 
Christian  Socialists,  who  have  been  practically  swept 
out  of  the  Diet.  The  number  of  women  representa- 
tives has  again  been  increased.  In  1907  the  Finns 
first  elected  25  women  M.P.'s  (out  of  200),  but  their 
number  then  steadily  decreased  until  two  years  ago, 
when  they  were  only  14.  In  the  next  Parliament 
there  will  be  at  least  21.  About  So,ooo  fewer  voters 
have  polled  than  in  ion — a  decline  shared  by  all 
parties. 

The  result  of  the  election  will  specially  be  felt  in 
the  committees,  where  the  Socialists  will  be  pre- 
dominant. In  many  social  reform  questions  the 
Agrarians  may  support  them,  though  the  Socialists 
in  reali'y  constitute  the  Left,  the  Old  Finns  and 
Agrarians*tl:e  Centre,  and  the  Swedes  and  Young 
Finns  the  Right.  As  far  as  the  political  result  is 
concerned,  the  election  is  a  crushing  reply  to  the 
Russian  Government's  policy  of  Russification  in  Fin- 
land, for  their  fiercest  opponents,  the  Socialists,  have 
very  nearly  obtained  a  clear  majority. 


WAYS    OF   THE    OKHR  ANA. 


The    Secret    Terrorism    of    Police  and 
Detective  Agents. 


Referring  to  the  way  in  which  conspiracies  are 
manufactured  by  the  authorities,  Prince  Meschersky 
thus  writes  in  the  Grajdanin  : — "  Under  the  condi- 
tions prevailing  now,  the  following  might  well  be  a 
true  picture  from  life  : — Detective  agents  board  a 
battleship  at  night  to  arrest  a  gang  of  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  who— can  there  be  any  possible 
doubt  r— are  ready  to  carry  out,  that  very  night,  a 
conspiracy  against  their  superiors.  The  agents  find 
most  of  the  sailors  fast  asleep.  Those  whom  they  have 
come  to  arrest  in  the  very  act  of  preparing  the  crime 
are  fast  asleep  too,  undresied,  and  unarmed.  But  the 
disappointed  agents  declare  that,  owing  to  their  pre- 
cipitation, they  had  not  given  time  for  the  sailors' 
criminal  design  to  ripen. 

"  Such  an  excuse,  supported  by  nothing  but 
groundless  hearsay,  easily  suggests  that  the  150 
million  inhabitants  of  Russi?  might  find  themselves 
to-morrow  in  the  same  predicament.  At  the  caprice 
of  the  detective  agents,  all  may  be  hastily  arrested, 
before  even  their  intention  to  attempt  some  unknown 
political  crime  could  be  brought  to  light.  Here  lies 
the  tragedy  of  the  situation.  Nobody  requires  from 
the  Okhrana  sections,  or  the  Police  Department,  or 
still  less  from  the  agents  picked  up  in  the  street,  any 
proof  111  support  of  suspicion  or  accusation,  and 
nobody  is  made  responsible,  even  for  evidently  false 
charges. 

"Nor  is  this  all.  I  declare,  on  the  authority  of 
respectable  Gendarmerie  officers,  that  it  is  a  sacred 
tradition  of  the  Okhrana  and  the  Political  Detective 
Department  to  cast  suspicion  on  exemplary  and 
respected  Gendarmerie  officers,  and  to  set  them 
down  as  indifferent  to  the  service,  merely  because 
they  abstain  from  making  arrests.  On  the  other 
hand,  favour  is  shown  to  those  who  can  boast  of  the 
greatest  number  of  arrests  per  annum.  It  is  not  the 
quality  but  the  quantily  of  the  persons  arrested  that 
is  the  important  thing.  The  question  of  the  substantia- 
tion of  accusations  is  a  secondary  consideration." 


MORE  ABOUT  THE  BEILIS  CASE. 

Rumoured    Indefinite  Postponement 
of  the  Trial. 

We  deal  on  our  front  page  with  the  condemnation 
by  the  London  Medical  Congress  of  the  charge  of 
ritual  murder  in  the  Beilis  case.  While  everything 
possible  is  being  done  to  bolster  up  the  infamou- 
charge,  an  important  piece  of  news  emanates  from  a 
St.  Petersburg  newspaper.  According  to  the  Den, 
the  case  is  to  be  taken  off  the  cause  list  of  the  Kieff 
District  Court,  and  adjourned  indefinitely.  It  will  be 
recalled  that  the  trial  was  to  begin  in  October  next. 
One  wonders  what  the  next  move  will  be,  if  the  Den 
is  correctly  informed. 

M  eanwhile  Professor  L.  Kossorotoff,  the  Govern- 
ment expert  appointed  to  replace  at  the  trial  the 
late  Professor  Obolonsky.  who  lately  died,  has  pub- 
lished in  the  Novoe  Vremya  a  critici-m  of  a 
pamphlet  containing  a  collection  of  expert  opinions  of 
English,  French,  and  German  scientists  on  the  evi- 
dence of  the  experts  for  the  prosecution.  In  taking  up 
the  defence  of  the  late  Professor  Obolonsky,  Professor 
Kossorotoff  is  breaking,  however,  into  an  open  door, 
seeing  that  the  foreign  experts  had  themselves  not  dealt 
with  Professor  Obolonsky.  They  pointed  out  that 
he  had  been  called  in  to  proceed  to  a  second  post- 
mortem rather  late  in  the  day,  owing  to  the  defec- 
tiveness of  the  first  postmortem,  which  had  been 
carried  out  previously  by  much  less  competent 
medical  officers.  In  the  interval,  the  condition  of 
the  corpse  had  changed  greatly,  rendering  definite 
conclusions  much  more  difficult. 

On  the  other  hand,  Professor  Kossorotoff  pru- 
dently refrains  from  any  mention  of  the  official 
expert,  Professor  Sikorsky,  whose  case  he  evidently 
knows  to  be  hopeless.  It  is,  however,  the  evidence 
given  by  Professor  Sikorsky  which  has  chiefly 
engaged  the  attention  o:  the  foreign  experts. 


THE   LATE    M.  PIKHNO. 

Conservative    Leader's    Interest    ia  the 
Beilis  Case. 

Demetrius  Ivanovitch  Pikhno,  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  State,  and  the  wealthy  owner  of  the  Con- 
servative daily  Kievlanin,  has  died  suddenly  at  Kieff, 
of  heart  disease,  at  the  age  of  sixty.  Being  a  man 
of  upright  character,  he  loathed/  in  spite  of  his 
strict  Conservatism  and  want  of  sympathy  with  the 
Jews,  the  methods  employed  against  the  prisoner 
Beilis,  and  was  the  first  who  gave  publicity  to  the 
revelations  made  by  M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky. 

On  the  day  preceding  his  death  M.  Pikhno 
requested  M.  Trifonoff,  the  editorial  secretary  of  the 
Kievlanin,  to  send  him  for  perusal  the  Act  of 
Indictment  in  the  Beilis  case,  and  in  the  evening 
conversed  with  M.  Trifonoff  on  the  case  for  an  hour. 
He  was  grieved  to  note  that  the  second  Act  of 
Indictment  was  even  less  satisfactory  than  the  first  ; 
for  though  the  latter  was  devoid  of  anv  proofs  against 
Beilis  it  referred  to  "  ritual  murder  "  merely  inci- 
dentally. The  new  indictment,  however,  w;hile  it 
equally  lacks  any  proofs  against  Beilis,  tries  to  com- 
pensate for  this  by  placing  the  question  of  •'  ritual 
murder  "  in  the  foreground. 

M.  Pikhno  remarked  that  the  counsel  for  Beilis 
were  men  of  talent,  but  it  was  incumbent  upon  them 
to  exert  the  utmost  vigilance  at  the  trial,  since  the  case 
had  been  propped  up  by  a  multitude  of  clever  tricks. 
The  main  source  of  anxiety,  he  added,  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  result  of  the  trial  will  depend  on  the  con- 
science and  courage  of  certain  witnesses  from  among 
the  officials  who  occupy  high  public  positions. 

The  Tenth  Criminal  Department  of  the  Kieff 
District  Court  has  considered  the  application  of  the 
Advocate  Karabtchevsky  for  the  issue  of  subpoenas 
to  Professor  Ossipoff,  of  Kazan,  and  of  Professor 
Strack,  of  Berlin,  to  attend  the  trial  of  Beilis.  The 
District  Court  referred  to  similar  applications  when 
it  granted  the  issue  of  summonses  to  Professor 
Bekhteroff,  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  to  Rabbi  Maze, 
of  Moscow,  and  refused  the  application. 

According  to  a  rumour  whicii  is  circulating  at  Kieff, 
M.  Mischuk,  whose  cassation  appeal  was  recently 
rejected  by  the  Senate,  has  committed  suicide  at 
Saratov.  Like  M.  Kraskovsky,  M.  Mischuk  had 
made  himself  obnoxious  to  the  authorities  engaged 
in  the  prosecution  of  Beilis  for  his  exertions  to 
discover  the  assassins  of  Yuschinsky,  and  for  his 
doubts  as  to  the  reality  of    ritual  "  murders. 


THE    DANGER  OF  EDUCATION. 

The  Clerical  Teachers  Conference  held  at  Odessa 
has  passed  a  resolution  to  the  effect  "  That  the 
ability  to  read  and  write  increases  the  number  of 
crimes  and  habitual  criminals,  while  it  tends  to 
create  criminals  at  ail  early  age.'' 

Archbishop  Ka/.arius  has  ordered  this  resolution 
to  be  printed  and  circulated. 
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THE    PROBLEM   OF  FREEDOM. 


II.* — The    Power  of    the   "  Historic 
Tradition." 


The  pertinacity  of  the  Russian  Government  in 
fighting  for  the  cause  of  Autocracy  is  generally 
attributed  to  the  economic  interests  of  the  Court, 
t  he  Imreaucraey,  and  the  great  landed  proprietoi\s, 
whose  privileged  position  allows  them  to  drain 
the  people  to  the  last  drop.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  such  an  exploitation  of  the  people — espe- 
cially of  the  peasantry  on  the  part  of  the  nobility 
and  the  Ministry  of  Finance — actually  exists  ; 
nor  can  it  be  denied  that  a  bureaucracy  which 
stops  at  nothing  is  a  very  convenient  instrument 
for  this  purpose. 

The  vital  power  of  the  Russian  autocracy  is 
not  only  to  be  sought  in  the  economic  interests 
of  the  ruling  classes.  It  is  fed  from  another 
source — namely,  the  /deals  of  the  Russian  Court, 
set  up  at  the  time  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  still 
inspiring  the  most  powerful  section  of  the  higher 
nobility.  The  struggle  for  the  military  empire 
of  the  world — that  is  the  essence  of  these  ideals. 
The  dream  of  the  universal  dominion  of  Russia 
and  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church  under  the 
leadership  of  an  all-powerful  Tsar  has  a  deeper 
influence  than  mere  class  interest.  Such  an  ideal 
admits  oi  no  compromise,  and  can  make  no 
important  concessions  to  liberal  aspirations 
which  would  keep  the  monarchic  principle  within 
bounds. 

It  is,  of  course,  evident  that  a  liberal  middle 
class  can  also  be  carried  away  by  such  great 
national  aspirations.  Where  this  occurs — as,  for 
example,  in  Germany  and  Austria — the  Govern- 
ment is  prepared  to  base  its  national  policy  upon 
this  class  and  to  grant  it  free  institutions  by 
way  of  reward.  That  something  similar  should 
happen  in  Russia  is  the  hope  of  the  Octobrist 
party,  who  are  always  national  in  sentiment,  but 
often  liberal  as  well.  Fortunately  or  unfortu- 
nately, however,  such  a  state  of  things,  as  far  as 
can  be  foreseen,  could  not  occur  in  Russia.  The 
Russian  Government  can  put  no  confidence  in 
the  Russian  middle-class.  This  is  because  what 
predominates  there  is  not  Russian  but,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  Polish,  Jewish,  German,  and 
even  Tartar  or  Caucasian.  The  real  Russian 
middle-class,  in  spite  of  all  the  millions  which  it 
has  accumulated  (and  for  the  most  part  keeps 
locked  up  unproductively  in  safes),  is  of  very 
little  importance  both  economically  and  socially. 
Hence  the  recent  endeavours  to  establish  artifici- 
ally a  Prussian  mercantile  class,  or,  as  the  phvase 
now  runs,  to  nationalise  trade  and  industry. 

So  long  as  there  is  no  powerful  "  real- 
Russian  "  merchant  class,  which  will  devote 
itself  particularly  to  furthering  the  military 
schemes  of  the  Court,  the  Russian  Government 
will  probably  feel  itself  compelled  to  rely  upon 
the  higher  nobility.  This  will  place  at  its  dis- 
posal the  whole  machinery  of  State  in  the 
struggle  with  the  other  classes  of  the  community. 
Concurrently  the  Government's  policy  of 
conquest,  especially  in  Asia,  will  increase  its 
possessions  and  furnish  it  with  supplies  of 
cheap  labour.  In  the  conquest  policy  of  an 
unlimited  monarchy  and  in  the  land  hunger  of 
the  military  party  we  find   the  root   of  that 

*  The  previous  article  appeared  on  August  20th. 


marvellous  tenacity  with  which  the  upper  ten 
thousand  in  Russia  support  the  prerogatives  of 
the  Crown.  Here,  too,  is  the  source  of  the  actual 
power  of  Russia's  autocracy. 

In  the  long  run  this  power  resides  in  the 
fidelity  of  the  Army.  In  the  villages  and  smaller 
towns  much  is  now  being  done  to  protect  the 
people  from  the  danger  of  absorbing  ideas  of 
liberty.  This  policy  has  for  its  object  the  pre- 
servation of  the  spirit  of  loyalty  and  a  blind, 
unconditional  obedience  in  the  Army.  But 
the  stupidity  of  the  people  and  the  blind  obedi- 
ence of  the  military  cannot  be  counted  upon 
under  all  circumstances.  At  times  of  revolu- 
tionary activity  and  of  widespread  unrest  it 
sometimes  happens  that  considerable  sections  of 
the  Army  fraternise  with  the  insuigents,  and 
help  them  to  win  a  victory  over  the  Government. 
They  will  not  shoot  down  their  own  fathers  and 
mothers.  To  avoid  this  danger  the  Government 
does  its  best  wherever  possible  so  to  distribute 
soldiers  that  military  and  people  are  not  of  the 
same  nationality.  Recruits  are  therefore  pre- 
vented from  performing  their  military  service 
in  their  home  country.  They  are  distributed  in 
such  a  manner  that  they  find  themselves  in  a 
strange  land  surrounded  by  foreigners. 

Far  from  his  home,  brutalised  by  barrack-life, 
and  unable  to  speak  the  language  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  is  placed,  the  Russian  soldier  is 
bound  by  no  Lie*  to  tu&^&oktitiy  in  which  ho  is 
serving  his  time,  and.  is  ready,  at  the  first  word 
of  command,  to  vent  his  spleen  upon  the  local 
population,  especially  if  they  are  in  a  state  of 
unrest,  which  adds  to  his  labours  and  places  his 
life  in  danger. 

Many  decades  must  pass  before  the  Liberal 
propaganda  now  carried  on  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
will  have  penetrated  every  stratum  of  the  people 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  question  of  political 
freedom  will  find  supporters  in  the  Army,  and 
that  the  latter  will  change  from  a  mainstay  of 
the  autocracy  into  the  mainstay  of  the  people. 
Even,  however,  if  the  political  propaganda  is 
crowned  with  success  the  cause  of  liberty  will  by 
no  means  be  assured.  Russia's  lust  for  expan- 
sion to  the  uttermost  parts  of  Asia  will  draw 
into  the  Empire  fresh  lands  and  nationalities, 
including  semi-barbarous  races.  These,  in  their 
turn,  will  be  torn  from  their  homes  to  serve  in 
districts  where  the  people  can  no  longer  be 
trusted.  So  the  old  game  will  still  go  on,  and, 
as  in  the  past,  the  Government  will  still  be  able 
to  reckon  upon  an  obedient  Army. 

Thus  the  ideals  of  Russian  nationalism  and 
the  might  of  an  absolute  monarchy  play  disas- 
trously into  each  other's  hands.  And  Russia  can 
never  attain  freedom  so  long  as  the  sword  and 
rifie  can  be  trusted  to  do  their  work  —and  both 
sword  and  rifle  belong  to  the  Government. 
It  might  indeed  fare  1  '.idly  with  Russian  liber- 
ties for  many  years  to  come  had  not  Russian 
nationalism  itself  brought  to  a  head  forces 
wdiich  must  bring  about  the  destruction  of  the 
autocracy.  These  forces  are  the  exertions  of 
the  conquered  people  of  the  Empire  to  shake 
off  the  yoke  of  the  White  Tsar.  A.  Walteb. 
(To  be  continued.) 


The  High  Court  of  Warsaw  is  considering  the  case 
of  eighty-seven  persons  accused  of  having  been 
members  of  the  Polish  Socialist  Pat  ty.  The  trial  is 
expected  to  be  held  at  Piotrkow  in  the  second  half 
of  September  or  early  in  October. 


PO  LICE-MADE    "  MUTINIES.' 

How    the    St.    Petersburg    Okhrana  is 
Working  in  the  Fleet. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  August  20th. 
In  the  course  of  the  summer  there  have  been 
several  trials  of  sailors  alleged  to  have  been  impli- 
cated in  preparations  for  a  rising  in  the  Navy.  Now 
it  is  true  that  in  the  Black  Sea  Fleet  a  serious  move- 
ment has  really  made  itself  felt.  As  to  the  state  of 
affairs  in  the  North,  however,  the  charges,  trials,  and 
sentences  of  sailors  appear  to  have  been  the  result 
only  of  provocateurs.  In  reference  to  the  Black  Sea 
Fleet  the  trial  of  June  25th  at  Sevastopol  may  be 
recalled.  It  was  stated  at  this  trial  that  the  accused, 
a  sailor  of  the  crew  of  one  of  the  cruisers  named 
Radchenko,  had  told  his  comrades  that  the  moment 
was  ripe  for  them  to  make  themselves  masters  of  the 
whole  of  the  Fleet. 

The  prisoners  were  found  gudty  of  inciting  sailors 
of  the  Fleet  to  rise,  to  kill  their  officers,  and  to  assume 
command  of  the  battleships.  Three  were  sentenced 
to  death  and  the  others  to  various  terms  of  penal 
servitude.  In  virtue  of  the  Romanoff  Tercentenary 
Manifesto  the  death  sentence  was  commuted  to 
twenty  years'  penal  servitude,  and  the  sentences  of 
the  others  were  reduced  by  one-third. 

Secret  Court  Martial. 
In  the  North,  however,  there  seems  to  have  been  no 
conspiracy  whatever.  The  charges,  it  appears,  were 
the  result  of  the  machinations  of  the  St.  Petersburg 
Okhrana  division.  On  July  nth  a  trial  of  sailors  of 
the  Baltic  Fleet,  chiefly  of  the  cruiser  Runk,  began 
at  Kronstadt,  and  lasted  a  week.  The  Court-martial 
sat  behind  closed  doors,  and  the  whole  affair  was 
surrounded  by  mystery.  All  that  was  known  was 
that  the  prisoners  were  divided  into  two  groups,  one 
charged  with  making  preparations  for  a  rising  to 
break  out  during  the  summer  manceuvres.  Twenty 
of  the  prisoners  were  condemned  to  penal  servitude. 
The  trial  had  hardly  concluded,  however,  when 
rumours  began  to  circulate  to  the  effect  that  provo- 
cation had  played  its  part  in  the  affair,  and  the 
rumours  soon  assumed  a  definite  character. 

The  true  story  appears  to  have  been  as  follows  : — 
The  St.  Petersburg  Okhrana  bribed  a  tailor,  whom  we 
may  call  X.,  as  his  name  has  not  been  revealed,  to 
"  discover  "  a  plot  on  the  battleship  Rurik.  Accord- 
ingly, X.  lodged  information  concerning  twenty-three 
"  conspirators  "  among  the  sailors.  When,  however, 
the  time  came  for  the  arrests,  it  was  found  that  ten  of 
the  men  had  left  the  vessel  two  years  previously  on  the 
expiration  of  their  service  !  But  there  remained  the 
thirteen.  Concerning  these,  it  transpired  that  the 
bribed  sailor  X.  had  been  persuading  them  to  join 
revolutionary  societies,  and  had  succeeded  in  getting 
them  twice  to  attend  meetings  at  his  invi  ation.  The 
police  search,  however,  revealed  neither  prohibited 
literature,  arms,  nor  leaders,  while  there  was  no 
possibility  of  any  active  demonstration  on  the  Rurik. 
The  True  Story. 
There  was  only  one  witness  to  support  the  infor- 
mation of  (he  provocateurs,  and  he  could  not  give 
a  single  fact,  and  had  to  confine  himself  to  the 
assertion  that  disorders  "  might  have  broken  out  on 
the  vessel  at  a  later  date."  On  the  other  hand,  a 
number  of  witnesses  testified  that  the  "  evidence"  of 
this  single  witness  was  brought  out  of  spite  against 
several  of  the  accused.  The  Okhrana  had  been 
informed  that  on  a  certain  night  an  armed  rising 
was  to  break  out  on  the  Rurik.  But  when  the 
gendarmes  appeared  to  arrest  the  sailors,  they  had 
to  awaken  them  from  their  slumbers  and  to  drag 
them  out  of  their  hammocks  undressed.  As  no 
arms  were  found  on  any  of  them,  the  gendarmes 
explained  to  the  ship's  commanding  officers  that  the 
arrests  had  been  made  "too  early,"  and  that  they 
should  have  been  postponed  until  the  police  had 
procured  proof  of  the  sailors'  guilt. 

At  the  trial  the  Public  Prosecutor  himself  declined 
to  proceed  But  this  did  not  prevent  the  court  con- 
demning twenty-one  sailors  to  the  maximum  term  of 
penal  servitude.  When  the  Press  broached  the 
subject  of  a  revision  of  the  trial,  the  Xaval  Ministiy 
hastily  announced  that  no  revision  was  contemplated, 
as  no  "  new  facts"  had  transpired. 

[It  may  be  added  that  the  convicted  sailors  have 
since  been  pardoned  by  the  Tsar.] 
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THE  RIGHTS  OF  THE  MASSES. 

I.— Autocracy's   Campaign  Against  Self- 
Govcrnmcnt. 

Among  the  journals  which  have  recently  been 
fined,  by  administrative  order,  is  the  progressive  and 
moderate  Rousska'ia  Molva  of  St.  Petersburg.  The 
article  which  provoked  the  wrath  of  the  Prefect  of 
the  Capital  was  entitled  "On  Self-Government." 
It  appeared  on  July  6th  (20),  and  was  signed  by  a 
deputy  of  the  Duma,  M.  L.  Yelikhot",  belonging  to 
the  Progressive  group. 

One  may  search  the  article  in  vain  for  any  opinion 
that  may  be  called  radical,  let  alone  revolutionary. 
The  author  merely  states  that  if  the  education  of  the 
masses,  and  such  matters  as  sanitation,  read  con- 
struction and  maintenance,  lire  prevention,  and  the 
improvement  of  agricultural  conditions  have  so  far 
made  any  progress,  Russia  owes  this  entirely  to  the 
"  embryos  of  our  local  self-government."  Now,  up 
to  the  present  this  "  self-government  " — the  zemstvos 
and  the  municipal  authorities — has  been  powerless  to 
cure  the  national  evils  :  the  terrible  drunkenness, 
tuberculosis,  syphilis,  the  wholesale  conflagrations, 
and  pauperism  (evils  which  threaten  Russia  with 
degeneration  and  decay).  Analysing  very  briefly  the 
external  and  internal  state  of  affairs,  the  author 
accounts  for  the  weakness  and  timidity  of  Russian 
diplomacy  by  this  condition  of  atrophy  which  is 
undermining  the  Russian  national  life  at  its  very 
roots.  He  makes  a  patriotic  appeal  for  the  reorgani- 
sation of  the  organs  of  self-government  "poisoned 
by  a  systematic  mistrust  of  the  Central  Government." 
"  The  bureaucratic  autocracy,"  he  says,  "  has  always 
paralysed  local  initiative  by  meeting  it  in  a  malign 
and  jealous  spirit,  doing  its  utmost  to  lower  the  intel- 
lectual level  of  the  organs  of  self-government,  in 
order  to  benefit  by  its  financial  resources  and  reduce 
to  naught  all  civilising  influences."  The  author 
then  appeals  to  the  fourth  Duma,  stating  that  its 
essential  and  urgent  aim  should  be  "  the  reform  of 
local  conditions." 

The   Latest   Act  of  Bepression. 

Xow  the  Government  does  not  want  to  encourage 
this  reform,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  It  has 
already  declared,  by  the  mouth  of  the  Minister 
Maklakoff,  that  it  will  oppose  the  project  now  being 
elaborated  by  a  special  commission  of  the  Duma.  It 
has  announced  that  it  intends  to  decentralise  the 
Administration — in  other  words,  to  strengthen  the 
administrative  powers  of  the  governments  or  provinces, 
and  to  oppose  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  munici- 
palities and  zemstvos  to  assemble  in  congress  in  order 
to  discuss  the  electoral  and  financial  reforms  of  the 
"self-governing  bodies,"  without  which  no  progress 
can  be  made. 

In  view  of  the  political  importance  of  this  question 
we  propose  to  summarise  the  history  of  the  zemstvos, 
and  show  the  disorder  that  at  present  reigns  in  local 
self-government,  to  the  reform  of  which  the  mode- 
rate parties  attribute  so  much  importance  that  the 
author  of  the  article  in  question  concludes  in  these 
terms  : — "  If  the  fourth  Duma  proves  powerless  to 
enact  its  will  in  this  vital  domain  it  will  lose  all  its 
prestige  and  all  raison  d'etre.  One  trembles  to  think 
into  what  an  abyss  we  may  be  precipitated  by  the 
ruin  of  our  only  remaining  hope,  by  the  disappear- 
ance of  this  last  point  of  support." 

The   Beginnings  of  Local  Freedom. 

In  the  period  of  serfdom,  which  was  abolished 
in  1 861,  self-government,  properly  so  called,  did 
not  exist  in  Russia.  The  peasants'  commune  kept 
in  the  background,  and  the  famous  mir  looked 
after  local  affairs,  responsible  as  a  body  to  the  lord  of 
the  manor  and  to  the  State  for  forced  labour  and  other 
feudal  services,  taxation,  and  military  recruits.  All 
authority  was  vested  in  the  nobles,  who,  vis-a-vis  the 
Government,  represented  the  people.  Nicholas  I., 
with  good  reason,  called  the  nobles  his  40,000  police- 
officers.  The  Russian  nobility  enjoyed  a  measure  of 
administrative  autonomy  which  guaranteed  its  caste 
privileges,  but  there  were  no  public  institutions  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  at  large. 

After  the  unfortunate  Crimean  War  and  the  suicide 
of  Nicholas  I.  Tsardom  was  compelledto  abolish  serf- 
dom, against  the  wishes  of  the  immense  majority  of 
the  nobility.  By  this  act  Russia,  both  politically  and 
economically,  entered  upon  a  new  era.  The  abolition 
of  serfdom  put  an  end  to  the  tutelage  which  the 
nobles  exercised  over  the  peasants,  who  now  became 
subjects  enjoying  civil  rights,  and  a  new  state  of 
affairs  sprang  up,  requiring  new  institutions.  The 
'I  -ar  Alexander  II.  appointed  a  Commission  to  devise 
ways  and  means  for  establishing  in  the  provinces 
and  districts  institutions  in  accordance  with  the  new 
requirements.  Nicholas  Miloutine  was  nominated  in 
1$59  president  of  this  Commission,  which  worked 
hand  in  hand  with  the  Commission  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  serfs,  and  in  1860,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Minister  Lanskoi,  elaborated  a  project  of  elective 


councils  which  conferred  upon  the  people  a  real  and 
well-nigh  complete  independence  in  the  management 
of  their  local  affairs. 

In  the  opinion  of  Miloutine,  who  was  a  true  states- 
man endowed  with  large  ideas  and  great  foresight, 
the  provincial  autonomy  was  to  prepare  Russians  for 
the  exercise  of  still  more  important  rights.  The 
councils  which  he  suggested  w  ould  form,  he  thought, 
"a  preparatory  school  to  fit  men  of  action  for  the 
Parliament  of  the  distant  future."  And  a  nucleus  of 
delegates  of  noble  birth  engaged  in  preparing  the 
reform  of  this  emancipation  declared  themselves 
categorically  in  favour  of  the  most  complete  autonomy 
without  distinction  of  class. 

The   Hostile  Party. 

The  hostile  party,  however,  got  the  upper  hand. 
"  In  exalted  circles,"  the  Grand  Duchess  Helena 
Pavlovna  wrote  to  Miloutine,  "  people  are  afraid  of 
these  reforms."  Miloutine  had  to  resign,  and  his 
place  was  taken  by  Yalouief,  who  was  appointed 
Minister  of  the  Interior.  A  new  project  was  elabo- 
rated, and  presented,  on  June  9,  1863,  to  the  Tsar 
and  the  Council  of  State,  and  in  due  course  became 
the  law  creating  the  zemstvos  ;  it  was  promulgated 
on  January  1,  1864,  in  the  midst  of  the  trouble 
caused  by  the  revolt  in  Poland.  An  Imperial  ukase 
applied  it  to  thirty-three  governments,  and  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  was  invited  at  the  same  time 
to  consider  the  best  way  of  extending  the  benefits  to 
the  other  parts  of  the  Empire.  The  question  has 
not  been  settled  up  to  the  present  day. 

Although  the  Government  strove  to  put  the  reform 
into  practice  while  safeguarding  as  much  as  possible 
the  interests  of  the  nobility,  the  political  and 
economic  position  of  the  latter  suffered  a  terrible 
blow  by  the  emancipation  of  the  serfs.  In  the  eyes 
of  the  Government  the  new  conditions  necessitated, 
on  the  one  hand,  that  the  management  of  local  affairs 
should  be  accompanied  by  a  certain  measure  of 
autonomy,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  award  of 
compensation  to  the  nobility,  who,  on  the  whole, 
maintained  a  sulky  attitude.  Every  attempt  on 
their  part  to  obtain  a  share  in  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  State  was  repulsed  by  the  autocratic 
bureaucracy,  but,  as  a  set-off,  the  latter  accorded  the 
nobility  a  preponderant  influence  in  local  affairs. 
(To  be  continued.) 


SUPPRESSING  THE  PRESS. 

A  Journalist  Exiled  for  Three  Years  for 
Revealing  Police  Crimes. 

A  short  telegram  from  Ekaterinoslav  to  the 
Russkaya  Molva  states  that,  by  order  of  the  Ministry 
of  the  Interior,  that  newspaper's  correspondent, 
M.  G.  F.  Semeshko,  has  been  exiled  for  three  years. 
Behind  this  laconic  telegram  is  a  long  story  of  the 
sufferings  of  a  Russian  citizen  who  had  dared  to 
raise  his  voice  in  public  against  the  evils  of  which  he 
was  an  eye-witness. 

To  M.  Semeshko  belongs  the  credit  of  having 
brought  to  light  the  numerous  misdeeds  and  common- 
law  crimes  committed  by  the  officials  of  the 
Ekaterinoslav  police  administration.  He  also 
revealed  the  activity  of  a  District  Captain  named 
Nerovnia,  who  established  houses  of  ill-fame  in  the 
district  of  Bakhmet.  This  officer  claimed  credit,  in 
Court,  for  his  enterprise  in  "distracting  people  from 
politics."  His  method  was  that  of  an  eavesdropper. 
He  listened  to  the  unguarded  conversations  of 
"  politically  untrustworthy  persons"  who  frequented 
his  establishments,  which,  he  said,  worked  for  the 
safety  of  the  Government  as  well  as  for  his  own 
profit.  The  exiled  journalist,  again,  brought  to  light 
the  work  of  the  Police  Corrimissary  Mecklenburfseff, 
who  established  what  was  practically  a  torture 
chamber  in  the  town  of  Alexandrov,  where  he  also 
practised  extortion  on  a  large  scale. 

Last  week  was  a  specially  hard  one  for  the  Press, 
for  scarce  a  day  passed  without  several  papers  being 
penalised  or  prosecuted.  The  Russkaya  Molva  has 
been  confiscated  for  publishing  Prince  Meschersky's 
revel  »tions  on  the  system  of  provocation  practised  in 
the  Navy.  The  greatest  sufferers,  however,  have 
been  the  working  men's  organs,  which  have  been 
subjected  to  repressive  measures  day  after  day, 
culminating  in  the  suppression  of  the  Kaboteliaya 
Pravola  and  Jivaya  Jiju,  with  confiscation  of  all 
their  previous  issues. 

The  issue  of  the  Ryelchot  St.  Petersburg  of  August 
15th  was  confiscated  because  it  published  an  article 
entitled  "  Russia  for  the  Orthodox."  A  prosecution 
has  been  instituted  against  the  editor,  in  virtue  of 
Article  1,334,  clause  4  of  the  Penal  Code. 

The  journal  Dvin  Oletclicstva  has  been  fined  500 
roubles,  and  the  Odessa  Novosli  300  roubles  for  the 
publication  of  an  article  on  the  doings  of  the 
Ekaterinoslav  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police,  Prot- 
senko. 

The  editor  of  the  Yu'nuiya  Kopeyka,  of  Kieff,  has 
been  arrested  by  order  of  the  governor  for  the 
crime  of  advertising  the  terms  of  subscription  for 
his  journal  on  a  placard. 


THE    BLACK  CABINET    AT  WORK 

Methods  of  the   Perlustration  Bureau  in 
the  Post-office. 

[Erom  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  August  20th. 

During  the  recent  Duma  discussion  on  the  esti- 
mates of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  a 
deputy  called  attention  to  the  nefarious  practices  of 
the  "  Black  Cabinet."  The  head  of  the  department, 
M.  P.  Sevastiyanoff,  replied  denying  the  truth  of 
the  allegations,  and  declaring  that  no  perlustration 
of  letters  is  now  practised  in  Russia.  In  face  of  a 
number  of  new  revelations,  however.  M.  Sevastiyanoff 
amended  his  original  declaration.  "  The  postal 
authorities  themselves,"  he  said,  "  are  strangers  to 
any  perlustration,  though  the  Okhrana  divisions  may 
take  advantage  of  the  services  of  Post-office  employes 
for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  correspondence  of 
suspects."  But  even  this  qualified  declara'ion  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  truth. 

Persons  closely  connected  with  the  postal  admi- 
nistration, and  intimately  familiar  with  its  methods, 
communicate  numerous  facts  to  prove  this — if  more 
proof  were  needed.  "  At  the  St.  Petersburg  General 
Post-office,"  relates  one  who  knows,  "  there  exists  a 
special  department,  on  the  upper  floor,  where  baskets 
filled  with  Idlers  to  be  opened  are  hoisted  up  by  a 
pulley.  The  selection  of  these  letters  is  made  by  a 
sorting  staff.  There  is  a  special  desk  for  foreign 
correspondence,  and  several  '  feelers  '  are  charged 
with  the  duty  of  bringing  to  light  any  prohibited 
printed  matter.  These  'feelers'  must  be  pretty 
bus}',  seeing  that  more  than  forty  thousand  letters 
pass  through  their  hands  daily." 

Censorship   in   Every   Large  Town. 

A  former  Okhrana  officer  named  Bakay  states  that 
there  are  censorship  officials  in  the  Post-office  of 
every  large  town.  Extracts  or  full  copies  are  made 
from  suspicious  or  manifestly  prohibited  matter. 
One  copy  is  kept  at  the  censor's  office,  another  is 
supplied  to  the  highest  authority  of  the  town  or 
province,  and  a  third  is  forwarded  to  the  police 
department,  while  the  original  is  delivered  to  the 
addressee. 

Secrets  of  the  Black  Cabinet  are  continually 
coming  to  light.  A  former  official  of  the  Okhrana 
division,  Menshikoff,  has  published  a  list  of  persons 
whose  correspondence  has  been  subjected  to  super- 
vision at  one  time  or  another.  This  list  contains  not 
only  the  names  of  editors  of  Opposition  papers,  but 
also  of  those  of  Conservative  organs,  as  well  as  of 
University  Professors,  men  of  letters  among  them 
the  late  Count  Tolstoy),  public  workers,  and  of 
holders  of  official  posts.  Prince  Meschersky,  tutor 
to  Alexander  III.,  has  published  many  facts  which 
show  that  even  the  correspondence  of  very  high 
personages  does  not  escape  the  attentions  of  the 
Black  Cabinet. 

Quite  recently  there  have  been  numerous  com- 
plaints in  the  Japanese  Press  as  to  the  censorship  to 
which  correspondence  and  newspapers  sent  to 
Japan  from  the  West  are  subjected.  The  Russian 
authorities  are  not  satisfied  with  watching  zealously 
over  their  own  Empire,  but  extend  their  solicitude 
to  the  whole  world. 


CRIMES   OF   THE  POLICE. 

The  Public  Prosecutor  of  Krasnoyarsk  has  insti- 
tuted criminal  proceedings  against  Lyshtcheff  and 
Ivanoff,  assistants  of  the  District  Captain  of  Kansk, 
and  also  against  Police  Inspectors  Kortchaguin, 
Kolkovsky,  and  Femeko  and  other  officers  charged 
with  a  number  of  crimes. 

A  constable  named  Yejikoff,  of  the  Balashov  dis- 
trict, has  been  committed  for  trial  at  Saratov  for 
having  thrashed  in  the  street  the  village  headman 
and  two  peasant  women  for  their  inability  to  tell  him 
where  to  find  his  sabre,  which  he  had  lost  when 
intoxicated. 

A  constable  named  Ulgbenkoff,  of  the  Saratov 
district,  has  been  committed  for  trial  for  the  torture 
of  children,  while  two  Saratov  urban  constables, 
Zinkin  and  Lavrentieff,  have  also  been  committed 
for  trial.  The  former  thrashed  a  man  for  not  having 
any  matches  when  the  constable  wanted  to  smoke. 
The  latter  thrashed  a  landlady  who  declined  to  evict 
a  lady  lodger  at  his  request. 


One  of  the  Temperance  Brothers  has  petitioned 
the  Public  Prosecutor  of  the  Moscow  District  Court 
to  institute  a  prosecution  against  Father  Samoyloff 
for  perjury.  This  priest  played  an  important  part  in 
the  trial  of  the  Temperance  Brothers  at  Vladimir, 
when  he  swore  to  having  witnessed  immoral  prac- 
tices at  the  prayer  meetings  of  the  Brothers. 
Medical  evidence,  however,  has  established  the  utter 
falsity  of  Father  Samoyloff's  charges. 
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to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Oeom- 
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NOTES. 


Peace  Propaganda. 

We  are  reminded  b}"  the  Peace  Congress  at 
The  Hague — to  whose  labours  we  of  course  wish 
the   best    of  success — that   the    modern  peace 
movement  owes  its  initiative  to  Russia  and  the 
present  Tsar.    It  was  the  Tsar  who  summoned 
the  first  international  Conference  at  The  Hague, 
and  doubtless  his  representative  will  play  a  pro- 
minent part  in  the  celebrations  this  week  at  the 
opening  of  the  Palace  of  Peace.    He  will  surely 
Lave    considerable    difficulty    in   repressing  a 
cynical  smile  throughout  the  ceremonies, for  never 
have  the  acts  of  a  Power  given  more  emphatically 
and  more  completely  the  lie  to  its  professions. 
The  Tsar's  first  Hague  Conference  was  held  in 
1899 ;  five  years  later  he  launched  Russia  into 
one  of  the  bloodiest  wars  in  history.    The  second 
Conference  was  held  in  1907,  and  since  then 
hardly  a  year  has  passed  without  Russia  wiping 
out  a  nation  or  scheming  a  war.    Persia  was  the 
first  victim,  to  be  followed  rapidly  by  Mongolia, 
and  then  by  a  plot  against  the  integrity  and 
independence  of  the  Chinese  Republic.    But  the 
most  terrible  laurels  of  Russian  policy  are  the 
two  Balkan  wars,  for  both  of  which  she  bears  the 
chief  responsibility.    As  we  know  now,  it  was 
Russian  agents  who  plotted  the  war  for  the 
partition  of  Turkey  ;  and  it  was  Russia  who  let 
Roumania  loose  on  Bulgaria,  and  so  compassed  a 
war  of  devastation  and  the  perpetuation  of  strife 
in  the  Balkans.    With  such  a  record  the  Russian 
Government  still  persists  in  the  hideous  hypo- 
crisy of  peace  professions  and  peace  celebrations! 

Preparing  for  a  Loan. 

1  The  British  Press  has  suddenly  broken  out 
into  articles  exalting  the  economic  strength  and 
prosperity  of  Russia.  From  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land, as  well  as  from  England,  there  comes  the 

'same  song;  and  with  a  naivete  which  only  the 
advent  of  the  journalistic  "  silly  season  "  can 

1  explain,  the   rosy    optimism    of   the  Russian 

1  Finance  Minister's  Budget  Memorandum  is 
accepted  and  repeated.  The  chorus  will  doubt- 
less be  very  welcome  to  the  Russian  Government, 

1  and  it  may  be  interpreted  as  a  sure  sign  that 
another  Russian  loan  is  no  long  way  off.  That 
one  is  needed  M.  Kokovtsoff's  own  words  to  the 
Council  of  State — words  the  publication  of  which 

\  he  tried  to  suppress — clearly  indicate.  He  then 
admitted  that  "  the  expenditure  is  increasing  at 

fan  extremely  rapid  rate,  which  if  it  becomes 
chronic  constitutes  a  menace.  Xo  State  Treasury 
could  stand  against  such  an  increase."  Of  course 
the  increase  has  become  chronic,  and  a  glance 
over  the  recent  financial  history  of  Russia  will 
show  how  serious  is  the  menace.    Since  1901 

|Russian  expenditure  has  doubled,  and  between 
1901  and  1910  the  deficit  amounted  to  155 
millions  sterling.  In  1906  alone  it  was  48 
millions.    In  1910  and  1911  exceptional  harvests 

[averted  a  deficit,  but  it  reappeared  in  1912  and 

11913. 


The  Need  for  a  Loan. 

M.  Kokovtsoff  himself  told  the  Senate  that  he 
doubted    whether   the   expenditure    could  be 
covered  by  the  State's  "  ordinary  resources  " — a 
plain  hint  of  a  loan.    It  is  true  that  since  then 
any  intention  of  launching   a  loan  has  been 
denied  officially  and  semi-officially  :    but  such 
denials  carry  no  conviction.    The  essential  point 
is  :  Can  the  Russian  Government  avoid  resorting 
to  a  loan  ?    Whenever  in  recent  years  it  has 
balanced  income  and  expenditure  this  has  been 
due    to   exceptional   harvests.      It   has  been 
announced  that  the  crops  were  to  give  a  record 
harvest  this  year ;   but  the  latest  reports  admit 
that  rain  has  caused  considerable  damage  in  the 
Central  and  Southern  Provinces.     This  means 
a  poor  harvest,  perhaps  famine,  and  a  certain 
deficit.    The  industrial  situation  is  even  more 
serious.    In  the  speech  we  referred  to  last  week 
M.  Ko"ovalov  showed  that' the  textile  industries 
have  been  in  a  critical  state  for  two  years,  and 
there  are  plain  signs  that  the  industrial  depres- 
sion, precipated  by  the  Balkan  wars,  has  struck 
the  Central    European    countries.      Russia  is 
certain  to  suffer  severely  from  the  storm.  Not 
only  have  important  markets  of  hers  been  devas- 
tated, but  the  many  months  of  mobilisation  and 
the  ceaseless  peril  of  war  have  crippled  enter- 
prise.   Something  like  a  miracle,  therefore,  will 
be  required  to  save  the  Russian  ( iovernment  from 
resort  to  another  loan  ;    but  on  this  occasion  she 
will  find  the  West  a  far  less  amenable  market. 
The  honeymoon  of  the  Anglo-Russian  Entente  is 
long  past,  and  it  has  been  followed  by  years  of 
dismal  tyranny  and  desperate  financial  trickery. 

The  Beilis  Indictment. 

The  Beilis  indictment,  which  was  published  on 
August  9th  in  Germany,  has  at  length  reached  the 
British  press.    The  opinion  of  Professor  Sikorsky 
remains  for  the  Government  the  basis  of  the 
charge  of  ritual  murder.    H  reads  like  a  medical 
farce,  for  every  conclusion  to  which  he  comes  is 
pronounced    impossible    by   the  most  eminent 
authorities  on  insanity  and  forensic  medicine. 
"  There  is  nothing  in  the  details  of  the  murder 
to  suggest  in  any  way  the  race  or  the  nationality 
of  the  murderer,  and  we  are  entirely  and  empha- 
tically opposed  to  the  opinion  of  Professor  Sikor- 
sky that  the  crime  was  in  any  way  a  ritual 
murder" — so  pronounce  Drs.  Mercier,  Pepper, 
and  Willcox,  the  English  experts.    The  Govern- 
ment seem  to  have  substituted,  as  an  authority 
on  the  prevalence  of  ritual  murder  among  Jews, 
the  Catholic  priest  Pranaytis  for  the  Archiman- 
drite Ambrosius.    The  Archimandrite  was  naive 
enough  to  admit  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the 
subject  at  first  hand ;    Pranaytis,  who  has  an 
instructive  past,  has  no  such  scruples.  Three 
Professors,  who  were  consulted  by  the  Govern- 
ment, agree  that    the  shedding  of  Christian 
blood  by  Jews  for  religious  purposes  is  in  direct 
conflict  with  the  Jewish  law  ;  but  for  the  Govern- 
ment they  do  not  count  against  the  priest  Pra- 
naytis.   The  evidence  against  Beilis  contained 
in  the  indictment  is  of  an  amazing-  character. 
A  mad  student  whose  hobby  is  pogrom  making  ; 
a  husband  who  admits  that  he  invented  two 
stories  in  his  depositions  :  a  wife  who  is  too 
drunk  to  remember  her  evidence  ;  a  girl  of  nine 
who  takes  a  whole  year  before  she  "  remembers  " 
to  have  seen  Beilis ;  a  policeman  who  invents 
the  tale  that  Beilis  asked  him  to  poison  witnesses 
— such  is  the  stuff  on  the  strength  of  which  a 
man  is  kept  in  gaol  for  years  and  finally  charged 
with  murder.    The  document,  indeed,  makes  the 
most  effective    indictment   of   Russian  justice 
which  has  ever  appeared. 

Police-made    "  Mutinies." 

All  doubt  that  the  alleged  "  mutiny  "  in  the 
Baltic  fleet  was  the  fable  of  an  agent-provocateur 
is  set  at  rest  by  the  Tsar's  decision  to  pardon 
the  convicted  sailors.  Our  St.  Petersburg  corre- 
spondent throws  much  light  on  this  shameful 


episode.      The   secret  police  hired  a  sailor  to 
invent  a  plot  on  the  L'ur/'k.    He  charged  twenty- 
three  sailors  with  conspiracy,  ten  of  whom  it 
turned  out  had  left  the  ship  two  years  before  ! 
The  agent  had  tried  to  persuade  the  remaining 
thirteen  to  join  revolutionary  societies,  and  they 
were  to  be  arrested  in  the  very  act  of  mutiny. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  sailors,  when  arrested, 
were  asleep  in  their  hammocks,  and  no  trace  of 
prohibited  literature,  arms,  or  plot  could  be  dis- 
covered.   So  thin  was  the  case  that  the  Public 
Prosecutor  threw  up  his  brief.  Nevertheless, 
the  Court-martial  gave  the  prisoners  the  maxi- 
mum term  of  penal  servitude.    It  was  left  to 
the  Press  to  publish  the  truth.     What  must  be 
thought  of  a  Court-martial  which  defies  justice 
so  flagrantly  ?    Of  course,  this  incident  is  not 
isolated.     The  Court-martial  was  the  late  M. 
Stolypin's   favourite    device  for   soothing  the 
mind  of  Russia,  and  scores  of  thousands  were 
sent  to  the  gallows  or  Siberia  by  Courts-martial 
with  the  same  notions  of  justice  as  those  now 
revealed  in  the  case  of  the  Burik.    Of  the  secret 
police  nothing  more  need  be  said  than  that  in  this 
latest  affair  it  has  been  faithful  to  itself.  It 
lives  by  manufacturing  plots  and  selling  inno- 
cent men  to  death  or  imprisonment.    All  this 
was  long  known  to  the  world  at  large  and  to  the 
Russian  Government.      But  there  is  not  the 
slightest  suggestion  that  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment means  to  punish  it  for  its  latest  abominable 
crime,  any  more  than  for  its  earlier  crimes. 
The  Okhrana  is  the  Government's  chosen  tool ; 
its  zeal  has  been  a  trifle  excessive,  that  is  all. 

The  "  Black  Cabinet." 

Interference  with  the  sanctity  of  private  corre- 
spondence is  one  of  the  surest  marks  of  an  appre- 
hensive and  tyrannical  Government,  which  sus- 
pects treason  everywhere,  because  it  knows  that 
it  has  everywhere  given  good  cause  for  discon- 
tent.   Public  opinion  has  always  condemned  it 
as  a  peculiarly  mean    outrage,  because  it  is  a 
violation  of  confidence.     Naturally  the  "Black 
Cabinet "    flourishes  in   Russia.      During  the 
Duma  debates  on  the  Post-office  Estimates,  it 
was  at  first  officially  denied  that  letters  passing- 
through  the  Russian  post  are  opened.    In  face 
of  definite    charges  this  was  amended   to  the 
version  that  the  Okhrana  may  use  Post  officials 
to  watch  the  correspondence  of  "  suspects."  But 
even   this    version  is    not   accurate.     A  Post 
employee   explains  that  at  the  St.  Petersburg 
G.P.O.  there  is    a   special   department  which 
examines    40,000    letters    a    day ;    and  there 
are     similar    departments    in    the  post-offices 
of  every  large  town.    Copies  are  taken  of  all 
objectionable  or   prohibited    matter,  and  for- 
warded to  the  local  police.    It  must  not  be  sup- 
posed that  the  correspondence  only  of  "  revolu- 
tionaries "    is     subjected    to    this  monstrous 
betrayal.    A  list  has  been  published  of  such 
persons.    It  includes  Opposition  and  Conserva- 
tive editors,  professors,  men  of  letters  (Tolstoy 
was    of  them),   public  workers,  officials  ;  and 
Alexander  III.'s  tutor  said  that  even  royal  digni- 
taries were  under  the  supervision  of  the  "  Black 
Cabinet."    There  is,  in  short,  no  confidence  in 
anybody — the  sincerest  confession  that  no  con- 
fidence is  deserved.     It  is  complained  that  the 
Russian  "  Black  Cabinet "  does  not  spare  even 
letters  or  newspapers  en  route  between  the  Far 
East  and  Europe.    This  is  a  plain  breach  of  the 
International  Postal  Convention,  against  which 
the  world's  Post-offices  should  protest. 

It  is  rumoured  that  M.  Zolotareff  is  to  retire  from 
the  post  of  Assistant  Minister  of  the  Interior,  to  be 
succeeded  by  M.  Muratoff,  the  notorious  ruler  of 
Kursk. 

The  Chief  Court-martial  of  St.  Petersburg  has 
rejected  the  cassation  appeal  of  Colonel  Gayevskv 
and  of  his  Assistants,  Collegiate  Assessor  Sobolevskv 
and  Captain  Byelogradsky,  against  the  respective 
sentences  passed  upon  them  by  the  Moscow  Court- 
martial  for  Commissariat  frauds  committed  for  a 
number  of  years  at  the  military  flour  and  hay  depot> 
at  Ashitkov. 
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POLES   AND  JEWS. 

II.     The   Genesis   of  the   Boycott,  and 
How   It  Works. 

In  my  former  article  I  described  some  of  the 
recent  incendiary  outrages  which  characterise  the 
latest  outbreak  of  anti-Semitism  in  Poland.  These 
outrages  are  the  outcome  of  the  fanaticism  which 
has  developed  during  the  rise  and  spread  of  the 
anti-Jewish  boycott.  This  boycott,  therefore,  is  a 
scourge  of  which  we  may  well  seek  the  meaning. 
What  are  the  causes  of  this  scourge  ?  Who  is  to 
blame  ? 

First  of  all  let  us  realise  who  are  its  authors.  The 
boycott  is  the  creation  of  the  small  Polish  bourgeoisie 
engaged  in  a  struggle  with  a  similar  Jewish  class, 
which  up  to  the  present  time  has  had  almost  com- 
plete control  of  the  trade  and  industry  of  the  country. 
Xow  that  relic  of  barbarism  still  surviving  in  twentieth- 
century  Russia — the  Pale — has  driven  1,800,000  Jews 
into  Polish  territory.  The  natural  consequence  of 
this  concentration  of  so  large  a  number  of  energetic 
people  has  been  to  accentuate  industrial  competition 
until  it  has  become  bitter  and  merciless.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  root  cause  of  anti-Semitism 
in  Poland  is  the  Pale  regime  in  Russia.  Jewish 
progress,  long  curbed  by  Government  oppression, 
advances  rapidly  and  vigorously  when  freed  from 
obstacles.  It  gathers  power  as  it  advances.  What 
did  it  meet  in  Poland  ?  The  answer  is  to  be  found 
in  the  strong  national  sentiment  created  in  Poland 
by  the  policy  of  compulsory  Russification.  The 
atmosphere  in  Poland  has  thus  become  charged  with 
the  nationalist  spirit,  manifesting  itself  among  both 
Jews  and  Poles.  During  the  last  fifteen  years  a 
vigorous  Jewish  Press  has  arisen,  and  Yiddish  litera- 
ture flourishes.  This,  however  unjustly,  has  pro- 
voked the  hostility  both  of  Poles  and  Polonised  Jews, 
and  it  works  chiefly  against  the  Jews  who  have 
entered  Poland  from  Russia  and  Lithuania. 

The   Boycott  Propaganda. 

The  competition  between  Jews  and  Poles  has 
become  accentuated  in  all  directions,  and  Anti- 
Semitism  has  therefore  steadily  grown.  The  national 
Democratic  party,  led  by  M.  Roman  Dmovsky,  is  at 
the  head  of  the  movement,  and  this  party  is  composed 
of  the  lower  nobility  and  the  small  bourgeoisie. 
.Matters  were  brought  to  a  head  by  an  incident  of  the 
elections  for  the  fourth  Duma.  It  so  happened  that, 
supported  by  the  Jewish  electors,  a  Socialist  work- 
man was  victorious  over  the  candidate  of  the 
Nationalists.  This  incident  was  like  a  match  lighted 
under  a  pile  of  oiled  wood.  The  boycott  was 
solemnly  proclaimed.  First  the  attack  was  directed 
by  the  journal  D*<ia  Grosce  Then  the  '  Society  for 
the  Protection  of  Commerce,  Industry,  and  the 
Trades"  was  founded  as  a  formidable  weapon  in  the 
campaign.  Boycott  propaganda  is  carried  on  both 
by  Progressives  and  Conservatives.  Its  only  oppo- 
nents are  the  Socialists  and  isolated  groups  of  Con- 
servatives and  Radicals.  The  boycott  works  on  a 
broad  basis.  Its  oppressive  measures  are  brought  to 
bear  not  only  on  Jewish  commercial  and  industrial 
concerns,  but  on  all  classes.  Professional  men, 
workmen,  tenants — all  are  made  to  feel  it.  The 
banks  refuse  credit  to  Jews.  Medical  help  to  Jewish 
patients  is  sometimes  refused.  There  is  a  suggestion 
that  Jewish  works  of  art  should  be  excluded  from 
exhibitions.  The  propaganda  is  carried  on  even 
among  the  children.  The  communal  assemblies  of 
the  peasants  demand  the  prohibition  of  the  residence 
of  Jews  in  the  country  districts,  in  virtue  of  a  law 
which,  though  obsolete,  has  never  been  repealed. 

Arson   and  the  Pogrom. 

In  their  turn  the  Jews  have  defended  themselves 
by  proclaiming  a  boycott  against  the  Poles.  Certain 
Nationalist  Jews  even  carry  on  a  propaganda  against 
autonomy— the  central  aim  of  all  Poles.  The  out- 
come of  all  this  is  a  fanaticism  which  does  not  shrink 
from  ar-,on.  In  Warsaw  thirty  small  and  middle- 
class  houses  have  been  laid  in  ruins,  and  similar 
crimes  are  committed  everywhere.  The  police  in 
Poland  energetically  carry  out  the  resolutions  of  the 
peasants  regarding  the  expulsion  of  Jews  from  the 
country  districts. 

During  the  last  few  weeks  new  and  threatening 
si^ns  have  appeared,  and  a  pogrom  of  Jews  has  taken 
place  in  the  small  town  of  Parcze,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Siedletz.  Though  compared  with  the 
pogroms  of  Gomel  and  Kishinev  this  affair  was 
m  ignificant,  yet  as  a  new  phenomenon  in  Poland 
it  was  important.  It  arose  from  the  temporary 
divippearance  of  a  child,  who  ran  into  the  street 
while  its  mother  was  engaged  with  the  Assistant 
Vaccinator,  and  within  a  minute  a  report  was  spread 
that  the  Jews  had  stolen  a  Christian  child  in  order 
to  a-  i  ni'ite  it  Kr  nhi.il  purpo-.es.  The  result  was 
the  destruction  of  a  number  of  houses  and  the 
wounding  of  six  persons.    The  child  was  soon  found. 

•  The  previou*  article  appeared  on  July  30th. 


A  few  years  age  such  an  occurrence  would  have  been 
impossible  in  Poland.  Such  an  event  to-day  is  the 
fruit  of  the  boycott. 

Now  the  Russian  Government  well  recognise  that 
this  woful  conflict  between  the  two  peoples  tends  to 
divert  the  Poles  themselves  from  their  struggle  for 
liberty,  and  thus  plays  into  their  hands.  And  the 
Government  are  right.  The  boycott  is  indeed 
inflicting  great  damage  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and 
helping  to  consolidate  the  galling  regime  under  the 
yoke  of  which  all  Russia  suffers. 

K.  Zalkvsky. 


PERSECUTION    IN  FINLAND. 

An    Octogenarian    Town  Councillor 
Arrested. 

[From  a  Correspondent.] 

Helsingpors,  August  17th. 

At  the  end  of  last  year  three  members  of  the  Town 
Council  of  Nystad,  it  will  be  recalled,  were  arrested 
on  account  of  their  refusal  to  recognise  the  Russian 
Equality  Law.  They  were  taken  to  St.  Petersburg 
for  trial,  and,  as  they  refused  to  pay  bail,  two  of 
them  were  imprisoned,  while  the  third,  M.  Blom, 
a  man  seventy-nine  years  of  age,  was  allowed  to 
return  home  owing  to  his  advanced  age.  M.  Blom 
was  not  present  at  the  trial,  but  he  was  sentenced  to 
the  same  term  of  imprisonment  as  the  others.  The 
sentence,  by  reason  of  the  Imperial  pardon  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Romanoff  jubilee,  was  shortened  to 
imprisonment  for  four  months.  M.  Blom's  col- 
leagues served  their  term  and  were  liberated  on 
April  23rd,  but  M.  Blom  himself  was  unmolested. 

It  was  the  general  opinion  that  the  Russian 
authorities  desired  to  let  his  sentence  lapse,  but  at 
5  a.m.  on  the  6th  inst.,  while  the  old  man  was  still  in 
bed,  the  police  appeared  at  his  residence  in  Nystad, 
arrested  him,  and  conveyed  him  to  St.  Petersburg  to 
be  imprisoned.  In  spite  of  the  early  hour,  a  large 
number  of  people  assembled  and  loudly  cheered  M. 
Blom  as  he  entered  the  police  motor-car  to  be  taken 
to  a  neighbouring  railway  station.  At  the  various 
places  through  which  the  car  passed  there  were 
similar  scenes,  and  flowers  were  thrown  into  the  car, 
only  to  be  thrown  out  again  by  the  police. 

This  arrest  of  a  man  who  throughout  a  long  life 
has  served  loyally  four  Russian  monarchs  has  made 
an  immense  impression  on  public  opinion  in  Finland, 
and  its  effect  will  be  to  increase  the  bitterness  and 
opposition  to  the  Russian  policy. 


ANARCHY   IN   THE   LENA  GOLD- 
FIELDS. 


Machinations  of  the  Okhrana. 


According  to  information  received  by  Prince 
Meschersky  from  Bodaybo,  and  published  by  him  in 
his  jou-nal,  the  Grajdnin,  a  condition  approaching 
anarchy  prevails  in  the  Lena  Goldfield<,  owing  to  the 
introduction  nf  the  Qkhrana  regime.  The  Lena 
Company  had  themselves  taken  proper  steps  for 
creating  settled  conditions  in  the  mining  region,  but 
the  present  Okhrana  dictator  (Lieut. -Colonel  Rimsky- 
Korsakoff )  is  systematically  frustrating  the  endeavours 
of  the  Company's  new  manager,  M.  Perro,  to  remove 
abuses  and  improve  the  condition  of  the  miners. 

Nothing  is  so  distasteful  to  the  Okhrana  as  regular, 
peaceful  conditions  ;  strife  and  disorder  serve  to 
justify  its  existence.  Prince  Meschersky  therefore 
urges  the  prompt  removal  of  the  regime  from  the 
Lena  Goldfields,  where  its  machinations  are  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  a  repetition  of  the  recent  tragic 
occurrences. 


CO-OPERATORS'  DISABILITIES. 

The  Russian  police  continue  to  harass  the  co- 
operative movement  with  all  sorts  of  limitations. 
The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  sent  telegraphic 
orders  to  the  Governor  of  Nijni  to  prevent  poli- 
tical speeches  of  any  kind,  and  especially  on  the 
Jewish  question,  from  being  made  at  the  important 
meeting-,  of  the  Co-operative  Conference  of  the 
Union  of  the  Russian  peoples.  In  opening  the 
general  meeting  of  the  Conference  at  Kieff,  the 
chairman,  Count  D.  F.  Heydcn,  implored  the 
speakers  to  shun  all  political  subjects,  in  order  not 
to  give  the  authorities  a  pretext  for  closing  the 
conference. 

The  Kicli  police  are  using  every  means  at  their 
disposal  to  prevent  Jews  from  being  nominated  for 
the  various  co-operative  commissions.  They  even 
refuse  their  sanction  to  the  nomination  of  those  who 
have  already  been  elected  by  the  assembled  co- 
operators. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION. 

Sidelights    on    the   Beilis    Case :  The 
Difficulties    of    the  Defence. 

The  attitude  of  the  Kieff  Court  even  before  the 
Beilis  trial  has  begun  tends  to  show  how  difficult 
will  be  the  struggle  of  the  defending  counsel.  We 
have  already  pointed  out  that  the  Cuurt  ha>  adopted 
the  views  of  "  experts  "  like  Pranaytis  and  Sikorsky. 
Evidence  by  the  greatest  Russian  authority  on 
psychiatry,  Professor  Bekhtereff,  and  by  the  learned 
Rabbi  Maze,  was  at  first  refused  by  the  Court,  and  it 
was  only  after  a  second  petition  by  counsel  for  the 
defence  that  the  Court  found  itself  compelled  to 
yield. 

On  the  other  hand,  however,  the  Court  has 
declined  to  cite  M.  Strack,  the  Berlin  professor  of 
theology.  This  is  all  the  more  striking  since  there  is 
hardly  a  more  competent  authority  than  he  on  the 
question  of  "ritual  murder.'  The  Court  has  also 
snown  its  partiality  in  another  direction.  The  defend- 
ing counsel  requested  permission  to  obtain  a  certifi- 
cate entitling  them  to  obtain  from  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  official  copies  of  the  Hebrew  books  which 
have  been  quoted  by  Father  Pranaytis.  This  request 
was  refused.  The  reason  given  was  that  it  was  the 
task  cf  the  prosecution  to  furnish  proofs  of  the 
existence  of  ritual  murder  among  Jews. 

It  is,  indeed,  becoming  increasingly  evident  that 
the  whole  affair  is  the  result  of  racial  hatred.  All 
reactionary  elements  recognise  the  impending  trial 
as  a  general  campaign  against  Jewry,  aud  it  is  there- 
fore doubly  regrettable  that  the  only  reactionary  who 
has  contested  the  ritual  murder  accusation  is  dead. 
We  refer  to  the  well-known  Nationalist  Demetrius 
Pikhno.  He  was  not  only  thepubhsherof  the  Knvlamn, 
the  second  in  importance  among  the  Russian  Conser- 
vative journals,  but  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Imperial  Council,  a  persona  grata  in  Court  circles  and 
one  of  the  most  important  politicians  of  the  day. 

The  Press  Campaign. 

Mr.  D.  Levin,  in  the  Reieh,  defends  the  English, 
French,  and  German  medical  experts  against  the 
insinuations  of  Professor  Kossorotoft  in  the  Xovoe 
Vremya.  Professor  Kossorotoft',  as  will  be  remem- 
bered, was  selected  by  the  Government,  in  addition 
to  Professor  Sikorsky  and  the  Roman  Catholic  priest 
Pranaytis,  to  support  the  charge  against  Beilis.  The 
chief  of  his  criticisms  given  in  the  Novoe  Vremva  is 
based  on  the  circumstance  that  the  foreign  specialists 
were  not  in  possession  of  the  post-mortem  reports  in 
the  original  text  ;  but  had  only  English,  French,  or 
German  translations.  But  he  does  not  claim  to  have 
discovered  any  errors  in  these  translations.  'He 
merely  expatiates  at  large  on  the  importance  of  such 
translations  being  made  by  competent  persons.  Pro- 
fessor Kossorotoff  goes  on  to  point  ou:  that,  according 
to  law,  the  Court  must  reject  conclusions  of  experts 
if  they  contradict  the  "authentic  circumstances "  of 
the  case.  But  he  does  not  compare  the  expert 
opinions  with  the  "  authentic  circumstance*." 

The  trial  of  the  case,  the  postponement  of  which 
had  been  rumoured,  has  been  officially  fixed  for 
October  8th. 

An   Amazing  Confession. 

The  Zemschina  recently  published  a  declaration 
by  a  baptised  Jew,  who  offered  to  give  evidence  at 
the  Beilis  trial  to  the  effect  that  he  had  heard  from 
his  late  father  of  the  Jewish  custom  of  using  Chris- 
tian blood  for  ritual  purposes.  Since  then,  however, 
the  Jew  in  question,  Nicholas  Stembo,  has  publicly 
recanted  what  he  said,  and  has  provided  the  Press 
with  the  text  of  a  subsequent  declaration  which  he 
sent  to  M.  Scheglovitoff,  the  Minister  of  Justice. 
This  contains  the  following  passage  : — 

"  Though  I  am  aware  that  my  accusation  has  no 
value  whatever  as  legal  evidence,  my  conscience 
gives  me  no  rest,  and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  declare  that 
my  previous  utterance  was  made  by  me  in  a  state  of 
irresponsibility.  As  I  have  no  knowledge  of  reli- 
gious customs  among  the  Jews,  I  had  no  ground 
whatever  for  asserting  that  my  accusation  of  ritual 
murders  against  them  had  any  foundation.  I  had 
still  less  justification  for  claiming  the  support  of  the 
words  of  my  late  father,  since  he  had  never  told  me 
anything  of  the  kind." 

In  his  communication  to  the  Press  Stembo 
says  : — "  I  was  at  the  time  in  a  state  of  madness,  and 
I  am  now  tortured  by  the  crime  I  have  committed." 

A  Police  Official's  "  Zeal." 

The  man  Kushnir,  chief  witness  for  the  prosecu- 
tion at  the  trial  of  M.  Mischuk  <the  former  head  of 
the  Kieff  Detective  Department  ),  has  lodged  a  state- 
ment with  the  Public  Prosecutor  to  the  effect  that  the 
clothes  alleged  to  have  belonged  to  the  murdered 
boy  Yuschinsky  were  placed  by  himself  at  the  spot 
where  they  were  found.  He  declares  that  he  was 
induced  to  commit  the  fraud  by  a  police  official  who 
was  competing  with  M.  Mischuk  in  the  task  of  dis- 
covering Yuschinsky's  assassins. 
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THE    PROBLEM  OF  FREEDOM. 

III.*— The  Awakening  and  Spread  of  the 
Nationalist  Spirit. 


One  must  always  bear  in  mind,  in  examining 
the  problem  of  Russian  freedom,  that  the  po\^er 
of  the  Russian  Government  rests  upon  a  military 
and  foreign  dominion  exercised  over  other  nation- 
aliries  by  the  so-called  Greater  Russian  people. 
The  illusion  of  a  united  Russia  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  subject  nationalities  consist  for  the 
most  part,  not  of  warlike  highland  races,  but  of 
peaceful  children  of  the  plain,  who  up  to  the 
present  time  have  borne  the  yoke  of  servitude 
patientlv.  But  while  these  nationalities,  with 
the  possible  exception  of  the  Poles  and  Finns, 
gave  no  outward  sign  that  they  were  groaning 
under  a  foreign  yoke,  the  Russian  Government 
itself,  on  all  important  occasions,  never  failed  to 
conduct  itself  as  a  foreign  victor.  It  did  this  in 
a  manner  differing  little  from  Turkish  methods 
in  the  Near  East,  even  to  the  destruction  of 
whole  tribes. 

The  agitation  which,  since  the  middle  of  the 
'nineties,  has  spread  ever  farther  among  the 
population  and  quickened  its  political  conscious- 
ness, has  also  awakened  its  national  consciousness 
o«v?  £,'—->■»>  o.«  »'••>■» j ««tnc  +.»  i  sfii'ifis  of  national 
movements.  The  first  in  the  field  were  the 
Poles,  whose  national  consciousness  had  never 
been  thoroughly  extinguished.  It  seemed, 
indeed,  for  a  time  that  the  Poles  had  renounced 
their  aspirations.  In  1901,  however,  appeared 
the  "  Polish  Socialist  Party,"  who  announced 
openly  that  their  aim  was  to  bring  about  an 
independent  Polish  Republic.  Little  by  little 
the  other  nationalities  followed  in  their  footsteps. 

At  first  the  intellectual  element  of  these 
oppressed  peoples  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
national  problems,  not  even  in  the  direction  of 
furthering  their  own  culture  and  language.  The 
propaganda  of  Liberal  ideas  among  the  masses, 
however,  necessitated  the  use  of  their  respective 
languages,  Slumbering  national  sympathies 
awoke,  and  there  sprang  up  a  new  intellectual 
class  for  whom  assimilation  with  Russia  had 
lost  all  its  attractions.  In  this  way  arose  on  a 
purely  national  basis  new  revolutionary  organi- 
sations among  the  Letts,  Armenians,  and  Jews. 
But  the  new  leaders  of  the  subject  races  still 
hesitated  to  give  expression  to  their  national  con- 
sciousness in  their  political  programmes.  Still,  the 
political  agitation  among  the  different  peoples 
assumed  such  a  pronounced  national  shape  that 
the  Social  Revolutionary  party  found  it  necessary 
to  include  in  their  programme  the  principle  of 
equal  national  rights  for  all  the  peoples  of  Russia. 
This  attitude  to  the  national  question  in  Russia 
had  no  effect  upon  the  demands  of  the  national 
organisations  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. Even  the  Jewish  "  Workers'  League,"  the 
organisation  of  the  most  oppressed  of  all  the 
races,  delayed  a  long  time  before  including  in 
their  programme  the  demand  for  "  national 
educational  autonomy  "  suggested  to  it  by  the 
Social  Revolutionary  party. 

The  decisive  turn  in  affairs  occurred  in  the 
stormy  year  of  the  Revolution,  when  all  the 
civilised  races  of  Russia  hastened  to  proclaim 
aloud  their  national  aspirations.  Both  Radical 
and  Constitutional  parties  vied  with  one  another 
in  the  recognition  of  the  national  principle.  Thus 
the  Constitutional  Democrats  embodied  in  their 
"  platform  "  the  programme  of  the  Social  Revo- 
lutionists, while  even  the  Zionist  party  of  the 

*  Previous  articles  appeared  on  August  20th  and  27th. 


Jewish  people,  which  up  to  that  moment  had 
regarded  Russia  as  a  prison,  found  itself  com- 
pelled to  place  the  conflict  for  national  equality 
on  its  programme.  In  order  to  focus  the  efforts 
of  the  different  peoples  and  to  fix  a  basis  for 
common  action,  a  conference  was  held  in  Finland 
in  1901,  and  the  question  of  national  autonomy 
was  subjected  to  a  rigorous  examination.  The 
upshot  was  that  all  parties,  notwithstanding 
great  divergencies  in  their  views,  decided  that 
the  ideal  to  work  for  was  the  free  federation  of 
the  Russian  peoples.  Ths  question  was,  How 
should  this  federation  be  brought  about  ?  No 
doubt  was  felt  that  the  way  to  federation  lay 
through  political  liberty .  First  of  all  the 
autocracy  must  be  crushed,  then  a  really  demo- 
cratic body  of  opinions  must  be  created  ;  and, 
finally,  national  autonomy  must  be  achieved  by 
legislation. 

This  was  the  position  when  the  second  Duma 
was  ignominiously  dismissed,  and  reaction  threat- 
ened to  swamp  the  whole  political  life  of  Russia. 
The  struggle  for  political  freedom  had  there- 
fore to  be  adapted  to  new  conditions.  Thus  the 
national  problem,  which  could  not  be  tackled 
seriously  before  the  fall  of  the  autocracy,  was 
relegated  to  the  background.  Most  of  the  parties 
who  had  hitherto  treated  icas  a  vital  part  of  their 
creed  lost  practically  all  interest  in  it.  Not  so, 
however,  the  oppressed  peoples  themselves.  It 
needed  but  a  slight  impuhe  for  the  accumulated 
national  energy  to  concerrj-'ate  upon  this  purpose. 
The  opportunity  occurrea  with  the  war  in  the 
Balkans  and  the  consequent  mobilisation  of  the 
Russian  and  Austrian  armies.  The  possibility 
of  a  conflict  between  Russia  and  Austria  con- 
cerned two  peoples  in  particular — the  Poles  and 
the  Ruthenians.  They  would  have  been  obliged 
to  fight  against  their  own  brothers  living  on  the 
other  side  of  the  artificial  frontier  for  a  question 
which  meant  nothing  to  them,  and  on  behalf  of 
monarchs  who  were  equally  foreigners  in  the 
eyes  of  both  peoples.  The  feeling  animating 
both  Poles  and  Ruthenians  was  strikingly  voiced 
by  the  Polish  deputy  Daszynski  in  the  Reichsrath 
in  Vienna.  If  the  Poles,  he  said,  were  compelled 
to  fire  upon  their  brethren  across  the  frontier 
they  would  deliberate  together  as  to  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  take  up  arms  in  the  name 
of  their  own  national  liberation. 

These  sentiments  must  in  the  end  lead  the 
oppressed  peoples  of  Russia  to  consider  whether 
national  liberation  should  be  postponed  until  the 
arrival  of  a  democratic  and  constitutional  regime — 
i.e.,  until  the  Greek  Calends.  The  question  must 
be  asked  whether  the  old  theory  which  main- 
tained that  the  national  problem  was  dependent 
on  the  problems  of  political  freedom,  and  could 
only  be  solved  by  a  free  Russia,  is  not  wholly 
wrong.  Is  the  fall  of  the  autocracy  to  be  brought 
about  only  by  a  successful  campaign  waged  by 
the  oppressed  peoples  against  the  Russian  Army  ? 
That  is  the  question  which  has  suddenly  arisen, 
and  is  asked  with  growing  insistence  and  by  an 
increasing  number.  As  far  as  the  internal  situa- 
tion in  Russia  can  be  judged,  the  question  is 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

The  conclusion,  indeed,  is  growing  that 
Russian  freedom  can  only  be  won  in  open 
battle  against  the  Russian  Army,  and  the  fight 
can  be  carried  on  by  none  but  well-organised 
and  disciplined  masses  who  are  ready  to  stake 
everything  in  order  to  shake  off  the  foreign  yoke. 
This  perception  has  recently  been  gaining  ground 
in  many  circles,  and  in  the  light  of  it  attention 
must  be  given  to  a  document  which  is  closely 
connected  with  the  problem  of  national  freedom 
in  Russia.  This  is  the  memorial  which  the  Poles 
submitted  to  the  Conference  of  Ambassadors  in 
London.    (See  Darkest  Russia  for  July  23rd.) 

A.  Walter. 


REACTION   AND  RELIGION. 


Strange  Results  of  the  Government's  Ban 
on  Baptists. 

PRAYERS   AND   THE  POLICE. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  August  29th. 

As  is  well  known,  in  Russia  there  is  no  real  Con- 
servative party  of  any  importance.  The  struggle  lies 
between  the  various  groups  bent  more  or  less  on 
radical  reforms  and  the  reactionary  groups  whose 
aim  is  the  return  to  the  Russia  of  the  days  before 
Peter  the  Great.  Reaction,  therefore,  never  knows 
when  or  where  to  stop,  and  is  for  ever  endeavouring 
to  withdraw  every  concession  made  in  moments  of 
weakness.  One  of  the  reformers'  conquests  of  1905 
was  the  recognition — on  paper — of  liberty  of  con- 
science. I  have  already  had  occasion  to  call  attention 
to  numerous  events  which  show  that  this  elementary 
right  has  no  real  existence  in  Russia. 

At  the  moment  the  Government  is  engaged  in  an 
active  campaign  against  this  right  in  its  attitude 
towards  Baptists.  As  all  the  world  knows,  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  has  petitioned  the  Holy 
Synod  to  declare  that  the  Baptists  are  a  "  particularly 
dangerous  sect " — that  is  to  say,  to  deprive  them  of 
legal  existence. 

The  Government's  charge  against  the  Baptists  is 
based  on  their  alleged  refusal  to  perform  military 
service. 

Intolerance  in  the  Rural  Districts, 

The  head  of  the  Baptist  Community  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, the  Rev.  V.  A.  Feuci,  in  a  memorial  to  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  denied  that  his  community, 
as  such,  had  ever  opposed  military  service.  "  If 
some  recruits  have  refused  to  carry  arms,"  he  added, 
"  it  would  be  well  to  discover  whether  they  were 
really  Baptists,  or  merely  made  use  of  the  name  of 
the  community  as  an  excuse."  It  is  much  to  be 
doubted  if  M.  Fetler's  petition  will  have  any  effect. 
For  the  reactionary  elements  are  alarmed  at  the  very 
thought  of  such  a  thing  as  liberty  of  conscience, 
while  it  is  an  idea  to  which  the  Government  cannot 
reconcile  themselves. 

Such  is  the  atmosphere  in  the  great  cities.  How 
do  the  Baptists  fare  in  the  rural  districts  ?  An  incident 
will  show  that  they  are  treated  no  better  there. 
Recently  the  Baptists  of  the  village  of  Kerovino,  in 
the  government  of  Kursk,  were  visited  by  a  Presbyter 
of  their  community,  who  conducted  a  service  which 
was  attended  not  only  by  his  co-religionists,  but  by 
members  of  the  Orthodox  Church,  including  the  local 
priest  and  the  Chief  Constable.  The  service  was 
conducted  in  perfect  order,  and  after  the  sermon  the 
Presbyter  announced  that  it  was  over.  The  Orthodox 
people,  however,  led  by  their  priest,  refused  to  dis- 
perse. 

"You  have  had  your  say,"  exclaimed  the  priest, 
"  and  now  I  have  something  to  say,  too!  " 

Police  Persecution. 

The  priest  was  reminded  that  he  was  at  a  religious 
service,  not  a  debate,  but  nevertheless  he  insisted. 
The  Baptists  were  not  allowed  to  leave  the  building, 
and  were  forced  to  listen  to  a  two  hours'  harangue 
fiom  the  priest. 

Prayer  meetings  of  the  '•  legalised  "  Baptist  con- 
gregation at  Poltava  have  been  closed  by  the  police 
on  the  gronnd  that  they  were  "  directed  against  the 
State."  The  illegal  closure  order  was  eventually  can- 
celled after  the  lapse  of  a  year.  Even  then  the  local' 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  refused  to  permit  the 
prayer  meetings  to  proceed.  His  reason  was  that 
the  Baptists' application  contained  the  words,  "To 
meet  for  reading  the  Word  of  God,"  and  that  ttie 
Ministerial  permit  was  "  for  singing  and  praying  "  ! 
It  was  only  after  the  omission  of  the  words  "  for 
reading  the  Word  of  God  "  that  the  Baptists  were 
permitted  to  pray  and  sing,  and  then  on  condition 
that  they  dispersed  immediately  after  the  singing. 
On  the  second  day  of  Easter  the  prayer  meeting  was 
closed  because  Easter  was  declared  to  be  "  no  fes- 
tival for  Baptists." 

It  need  scarcely  be  said  that  such  events  as  these 
are  not  calculated  to  strengthen  Orthodoxy.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  Orthodox  Church  has  never 
experienced  such  disrupting  processes  as  it  is  expe- 
riencing now. 
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THE  RIGHTS  OF  THE  MASSES. 

II.  —The   Government's  Attempts  to 
Strangle    the  Zemstvos. 


The  district  and  provincial  assemblies  had,  accord- 
ing to  the  law,  very  extensive  powers  with  regard  to 
"  the  satisfaction  of  local  requirements  of  a  purely 
economic  nature.''  At  the  same  time  the  law  pro- 
hibited the  zemstvos  from  interfering  in  affairs 
"which  fall  within  the  domain  of  the  State  and 
exceed  the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction."  Already,  in 
1864,  the  bureaucracy  foresaw  that  many  contlicts 
must  ensue  between  the  representative  institutions 
and  the  Central  Power,  and  it  therefore  took  precau- 
tions against  any  attempt  at  independence  on  the 
part  of  the  zemstvos.  Certain  resolutions  had  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Provincial  Governor  for  approval  ; 
others,  again,  concerning  loans  and  taxps,  had  to  be 
ratified  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  who,  if  not  in 
agreement  with  the  zemstvo,  could  appeal  to  the 
administrative  section  of  the  Senate.  The  Governor, 
without  whose  permission  the  reports  of  the  sittings 
could  not  be  published,  had  the  power,  on  examining 
the  Budget,  to  oppose  any  measure  voted  by  the 
Assembly  which  seemed  to  him  "  to  run  counter  to 
the  general  interests  of  the  State." 

These  restrictions,  it  may  be  admitted,  would  not 
in  themselves  be  serious  obstacles  to  the  normal 
exercise  of  local  autonomy  if  the  law  were  upheld 
and  respected  by  the  Central  Government  and  the 
local  bureaucracy,  but  it  soon  became  apparent  that 
it  was  no  part  of  the  Government's  wishes  to 
encourage  the  development  of  local  autonomy. 
While  the  zemstvos  devoted  themsel  ves  with  enthu- 
siasm to  the  task  of  improving  local  conditions,  the 
bureaucracy  viewed  with  distrust  any  attempt  011  the 
part  of  the  elective  bodies  to  increase  their  sphere  of 
activity  or  to  act  in  combination.  Far  from  continu- 
ing the  normal  development  of  the  reforms  which 
had  been  initiated,  the  authorities,  especially  after 
Karakosof's  attempt  on  the  life  of  the  Tsar  in  1866, 
plunged  into  the  path  of  reaction,  and  strove  to 
strengthen  the  bureaucratic  centralisation  at  the 
expense  of  provincial  liberties. 

The   Path   of  Reaction. 

In  1867  this  policy  was  openly  criticised  by  the 
St.  Petersburg  Zemstvo  apropos  of  a  circular  which, 
contrary  to  the  law,  placed  all  those  in  the  service  of 
the  zemstvos — doctors,  apothecaries,  teachers,  &c. — 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  Central  Power.  The 
St.  Petersburg  Zemstvo  claimed  the  right  to  be  con- 
sulted every  time  the  Government  published  circulars 
concerning  the  zemstvos.  The  response  to  this 
perfectly  legal  demand  was  to  close  the  Zemstvo  of 
St.  Petersburg,  while  the  president  of  its  permanent 
executive  commission  (ouprava),  M.  Krouse,  was 
deported  to  Siberia,  Count  Schouvalof,  one  of  the 
deputies,  exiled  to  Paris,  and  the  Senator  Lubos- 
chinski  was  compelled  to  resign.  The  Government 
accused  this  zemstvo  of  "  seeking  to  raise  public 
opinion  against  it." 

The  Government's  action  echoed  far  and  wide,  and 
within  a  period  of  a  few  years  more  than  2,500 
petitions  were  presented  to  the  Central  Power  by  the 
zemstvos,  who  demanded  of  the  Tsar,  among  other 
things,  the  right  of  assembly  for  elaborating  the 
projects  relating  to  the  affairs  of  various  provinces. 
The  Government  replied  by  issuing  fresh  laws  and 
circulars,  all  intended  to  restrain  the  activity  of  the 
zemstvos.  It  was  forbidden  to  print  any  reports  of 
their  proceedings,  or  "to  combine  in  any  way  the 
efforts  of  several  zemstvos,  even  in  economic 
matters."  In  his  famous  report  on  "The  Autocracy 
and  the  Zemstvo,"  published  in  1901,  M.  de  Witte, 
Minister  of  Finance,  stated  : — "  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  all  these  petitions  were  in  conformity  with  the 
law  of  1864,  which  aimed  at  the  formation,  by  means 
of  the  zemstvos,  of  an  independent  and  active  public 
opinion,  Article  84  permitting  the  zemstvos  to 
assemble  for  dealing  with  matters  of  common 
interest."  However,  by  order  of  the  Tsar,  the 
Senate  in  1867  declared  illegal  any  demand  on  the 
part  of  an  assembly  to  communicate  its  resolutions 
to  other  assemblies. 

The   Secret  League. 

It  was  especially  in  matters  relating  to  public 
education  that  the  Administration  endeavoured  to 
trammel  all  attempts  at  self-government.  In  erecting 
schools,  however,  subsidising  those  in  existence, 
founding  public  libraries  and  reading-rooms,  and 
organising  congresses  of  teachers,  the  zemstvos  com- 
bated the  Governmental  system.  This  system  sought 
to  keep  the  majority  of  the  population  in  profound 
ignorance.  In  1871  a  circular  issued  by  Count 
Dmitri  ToUtoi,  Minister  of  the  Interior,  gave  pcr- 
rni  s -.ion  to  State  officials  to  dismiss,  without  consulting 
the  zemstvos,  teachers  chosen  by  the  latter,  and  to 
annul  the  decisions  of  the  academic  councils.  The 
statutes  of  1874,  which  are  still  in  force,  strangle  all 
scholastic  initiative  on  the  part  of  the  zemstvos,  who 

•The  previous  article  appeared  on  August  27th. 


have  nothing  to  do  but  to  find  the  money.  These 
restrictions  naturally  pi  evented  the  zemstvos  from 
achieving,  in  the  education  of  the  masses,  the  results 
which  they  had  counted  upon. 

The  immediate  consequence  of  this  repression  of 
the  zemstvos — whose  moderation,  be  it  noted,  was  far 
from  justifying  the  mistrust  of  the  Government — was 
to  turn  them  into  a  focus  of  liberal  opposition  and  to 
increase  the  general  discontent.    The  more  active 
members  of  the  zemstvos  began  to  form  secret  com- 
mittees, and  constituted  a  secret  league,  the  Zemski 
Sobor,  whose  aim  was  the  reform  of  the  country  by 
pacific  means.     Under  the  influence  of  this  secret 
organisation  a  new  camnaign  of  petitions  was  ini- 
tiated in  1878.    The  petition  of  the  Zemstvo  of  Tver 
has  become  famous  :  "The  zemstvos  are  continually 
humiliated  by  the  Administration,  the  tribunals  and 
the  laws  are  insufficient  to  safeguard  the  individuil, 
who  is  at  the  mercy  of   the  arbitrariness  of  the 
Government.  The  Press  is  oppressed.  The  Emperor 
has  recently  granted  to  Bulgaria,  delivered  from  the 
Turkish  yoke,  a  real  autonomy.    The  Zemstvo  of 
the  province  of  Tver  hopes  that  the  Russian  people 
will  soon  enjoy  the  same  benefits,  which  alone  can 
enable  it  to  develop  peacefully  and  lawfully." 
Reform  and  the  Tsars. 
At  the  beginning  the  Government  took  no  notice 
of  these  demands.    But  the  set-back  and  humiliation 
which  Russia  encountered  at  the  Berlin  Congress, 
and  the  recrudescence  of  the  revolutionary  move- 
ment, which  at  this  moment  had  become  terrorist 
under  the  action  of  the  "  Will  of  the  People  "  party, 
produced  a   profound  discouragement  in  Govern- 
mental spheres.  The  Emperor  Alexander  II.  decided 
to  make  concessions.    He  appealed  to  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  Count  Loris  Melikof,  who  had  the 
reputation  of  being  liberal.      Melikof  drew  up  a 
scheme  of  reforms,  which  included  the  extension  of 
provincial  autonomy,  and  certain  measures  tending 
to  improve  the  condition  of  the  peasantry.    He  even 
asked  the  advice  of  the  zemstvos  on  these  points. 
In  due  course  Melikof  presented  to  the  Tsar  his 
project  of  a  High  Consultative  Commission,  a  sort 
of  Zemski  Sobor,  composed  of  grand  dignitaries  of 
the  Empire  and  a  certain  number  of  delegates  of  the 
zemstvos.    Their  duty  would  have  been  to  deliberate 
on  the  proposed  laws  submitted  to  it  by  the  "Sove- 
reign  Power."     But  the  death  of  Alexander  II., 
killed  by  the  revolutionists  bomb  on  March  ist(i4th), 
188 1,  put  a  stop  to  Melikof 's  activity.  The  new  Tsar, 
Alexander    III.,    educated    by    Pobiedonostscf,  a 
theorist   with   a   firm   belief  in   absolute  power, 
issued  a  manifesto  declaring  his  attachment  to  the 
inviolability  of  the  autocratic  principle.    This  sepa- 
rated him  entirely  from  the  constitutional  party. 


THE  WAR  ON  THE  UNIVERSITIES. 


Great  indignation  is  felt  even  in  Nationalist  and 
Conservative  circles  by  M.  Kasso's  latest  act,  that  of 
transferring  the  famous  jurist  Professor  D.  D.  Grimm, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Council  of  State,  from  his 
chair  at  the  Universitv  of  St.  Petersburg  to  the  pro- 
vincial University  of  Kharkov. 

The  transfer  of  not  sufficiently  servile  university 
professors  has  been  largely  practised  by  M.  Kasso. 
It  is  a  similar  proceeding  to  the  exile,  simply  by 
administrative  order,  and  without  any  form  of  trial, 
of  other  and  more  obscure  persons. 

The  transfer  of  Professor  Grimm  is  attributed  to 
the  articles  recently  contributed  by  him  to  the  Liberal 
review  Vyesinik  Evropv.  Professor  Grimm  was 
opposed  to  the  unconstitutional  manner  in  which  the 
Equality  Law  for  Finland  was  passed. 


AN  ECHO  OF  THE  LENA  MASSACRE. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Governor  of  Irkutsk, 
M.  F.  A.  Bantysk,  will  be  dismissed.  He  has  already 
been  offered,  and  has  refused,  transference  to  Yakutsk, 
considering  the  offer  tantamount  to  a  polite  intimation 
of  exile.  Now  that  the  report  on  the  Lena  massacre 
presented  by  Senator  Manukhin  (who  was  sent  to  the 
scene  of  the  tragedy  as  the  Tsar's  Special  Commis- 
sioner) has  been  finally  shelved,  the  presence  of  M. 
Bantysk  in  the  region  of  the  goldfields  is  officially 
considered  undesirable.  For  M.  Bantysk,  like  M. 
Manukhin,  favours  the  punishment  of  the  authors  of 
the  massacre. 


THE    NEW    GOVERNMENT  OF 
HOLM. 

In  accordance  wifli  the  Holm  I)jtachm?nt  Bill  of 
July  19th,  1912,  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  in  con- 
duction with  the  Governor-General  of  Warsaw,  has 
fixed  the  frontier  line  between  the  newly-created 
government  of  Holm  and  the  diminished  government 
of  Lublin.  The  frontier  begins  at  the  village  of 
Mierzwicx,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Bug,  and 
after  passing  through  a  large  number  of  villages  and 
estates,  including  the  town  of  Zamosc,  the  seat  of  the 
famous  Ztmoyski  family,  it  terminates  at  a  point  on 
the  frontier  between  the  Russian  Empire  and  Austria- 
Hungary. 


ODESSA  SCANDALS. 

A  Record  of  Officials'  Misdeeds  under  the 
Tolmatcheff  Regime. 

Though  some  eigoteen  months  have  passed  since 
the  removal  of  General  Tolmatcheff  from  <>  ic-ssa  we 
have  not  heard  the  last  of  the  practices  which  distin- 
guished his  rule  as  Prefect. 

It  seems  that  the  General  may  have  to  answer  in 
person  for  some  of  his  arbitrary  acts.  Senator  Izvye- 
koff,  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior,  who  was  intrusted  with  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  appeal  of  Colonel  Schumansky  against 
his  arrest  by  the  late  Prefect,  has  acknowledged  the 
justice  of  the  complaint,  and  has  concluded  his 
inquiry  with  a  recommendation  to  commit  General 
Tolmatcheff  for  trial.  This  recommendation  is  now 
awai.ing  the  confirmation  of  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  persons 
associated  with  General  Tolmatcheff  during  his 
notorious  tenure  of  the  Prefecture  of  Odessa.  We 
append  notes  of  their  subsequent  fate  : — 

Skurydin,  the  Prefect's  officer  for  Special  Commis- 
sions; extorter  of  money  from  the  Jewish  Community. 
Sentenced  to  hard  labour. 

_  Schmidt,  General  Tolmateheff's  personal  friend,  and 
"  President  of  the  Commission  for  Combating  the  Pesti- 
lence."  Sentenced  for  blackmail. 

Gaeritch,  the  Prefect's  companion  and  instrument  in 
uprooting  "sedition"  in  the  University;  chief  witness 
in  prosecution  of  Liberal  professors.  Removed  from  his 
post  for  irregularities. 

Kokhanovitch,  recommended  for  the  Disinfection 
Office  by  General  Tolmatcheff.  Committed  for  trial  on 
charge  of  misappropriating  public  funds. 

Kononoff,  the  Prefect's  confidential  adviser,  and 
deviser  of  restrictions  for  Jewish  artisans.  Awaiting 
sentence  for  misappropriation  of  public  funds,  fraud, 
and  theft. 

Mikyeff,  Assistant  Chief  Polica  Commissioner,  brought 
from  the  Caucasus  by  General  Tolmatcheff.  Now  serving 
a  sentence  for  fraud  and  theft. 

Tambayeff,  another  police  official  installed  by  General 
Tolmatcheff.   Arrested  and  dismissed  from  the  service. 

To  this  amazing  catalogue  must  now  be  added  the 
name  of  Prince  Kherkheulidze,  whom  the  Prefect 
brought  over  from  the  Caucasus  to  fill  the  post  of 
Chief  of  the  D.-tective  Department.  It  is  alleged 
that  he  enriched  himself  at  the  expense  of  the 
Odessa  jewellers,  confiscating  their  stocks  on  various 
pretexts,  and  frequently  refraining  from  returning 
the  goods.  3uinctimcs,  howcvci.  it  Mated,  he 
would  consent  to  "arrange"  ma'.ters — for  a  con- 
sideration ranging  from  300  to  3,000  roubles.  This 
sort  of  thing,  it  is  added,  went  on  for  years,  but  after 
General  Tolmateheff's  departure  the  scandal  was 
divulged,  and  Prince  Kherkheulidzj  was  brought 
over  once  more  from  the  Caucasus — this  time  to 
take  a  seat  in  the  dock. 

The  "Election"  of  the  New  Mayor. 

Another  Odessa  scandal  is  that  of  the  Government's 
confirmation  as  Mayor  of  the  notorious  leader  of  the 
Union  of  the  Russian  People,  M.  Pelikan.  Even  the 
Novoye  Vremya  describes  the  "  election "  of  the  new 
Mayor  as  a  "  caricature."  As  a  matter  of  fact  the 
municipal  election  resulted  in  the  utter  defeat  of  both 
the  Pelikan  and  Moisseyeff  cliques,  and  the  victory 
of  the  Progressists.  For  this  very  reason,  however, 
the  election  was  cancelled,  and  a  new  election 
ordered,  and  conducted  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure 
the  result  officially  desired. 

Voting-papers  were  juggled  with,  the  votes  of 
single  electors  were  used  over  and  over  again,  bribery 
was  openly  practised,  and  uncomplacent  electors 
were  terrorised. 

THE   PARDONED    "  MUTINEERS." 

The  Secret  of  the  Appeal  to  the  Tsar's 
Clemency. 

Referring  to  the  Imperial  pardon  of  the  forty-seven 
Baltic  bluejackets  sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for 
alleged  intention  to  mutiny,  Prince  Meschersky,  in  the 
Gray  lama,  reflects  with  horror  on  what  would  have 
been  the  fate  of  these  men.  They  were  condemned 
by  court-martial  in  spite  of  the  Public  Prosecutor's 
withdrawal  from  the  case.  Fortunately,  Admiral 
Grigorovitch  took  the  trouble  to  investigate  the 
affair  for  himself,  and  this  led  to  the  exercise  of  the 
Imperial  clemency. 

From  details  of  how  this  was  obtained  it  appears 
that  at  a  secret  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Ministers, 
at  which  the  Admiral  gave  a  report  of  the  case,  the 
view  was  expressed  that  the  Director  of  the  Police 
Department  and  the  late  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
M.  Makaroff,  should  be  held  responsible  for  the 
acts  of  provocation.  But  it  was  decided  to  drop  this 
question,  and  the  condemned  men  were  induced  to 
appeal  to  the  Tsar.  The  reason  for  this  was  the 
anxiety  of  the  authorities  to  shield  the  two  provo- 
cateurs against  the  court  marHal's  rider.  For  the 
court  martial  had  recommended  the  prosecution  of 
the  provocateurs.  The  Tsar's  pardon  invalidated  this 
recommendation,  and  the  provocateurs  were  thus 
saved. 
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NOTES. 


Russia  and  "  the  War  of  Liberation." 

Some  German  critics  have  been  amused  at  the 
gathering  of   Federal  princes  at    Kelheim  to 
celebrate  the  achievements  of  their  ancestors  in 
the  war  of  Liberation;  for  history  records  that 
most  of  the  German  princes  either  held  with 
Napoleon  or  were  driven  into  revolt  against  him 
by   their    peoples.      But   assuredly   the  most 
curious  of  all  celebrations  of  the  war  of  Libera- 
tion is  the  consecration  of  a  Russian  chapel  at 
Leipzig,  to  the  dedication  of  which  the  Tsar  has 
invited  the  Emperor  Francis  Joseph.    Of  course 
it  is  perfectly  true  that  Russia  played  a  great, 
perhaps  even  the  decisive,  part  in  the  overthrow 
of  Napoleon,  but  to  associate  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment with  a  war  of   Liberation  or  with  the 
vindication  of  the  principle  of  nationality  is  very 
audacious  comedy.    Russia  saved  not  the  German 
people,  but  the  German  princes,  and  her  first 
work  was  to  co-operate    in  overthrowing  the 
constitution  and  the  Liberal  institutions  which 
Napoleonic  rule  had  sown  throughout  Germany. 
Having  given  this  gift  of   absolutism   to  Ger- 
many, Russia  formed  the  Holy  Alliance  in  order 
to  make  the  like  system  the  rule  for  all  Europe, 
and  to  suppress  any  expression  of  freedom.  In 
justice  to  the  Russian  Government  let  it  be  said 
that  its  domestic  policy  was  thoroughly  consis- 
tent with  its  foreign  policy.   The  domestic  history 
of  Russia  in  the  nineteenth  century  is  that  of 
one  prolonged  war  against  freedom  and  national- 
ity.   The  autonomy  of  Finland,  which  Alexander 
guaranteed,  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  which 
he  set  up,  have  baen  ruthlessly  abolished.  The 
lives  of  Jews,  Armenians,  Little  Russians,  Tar- 
tars, all  the  races    under  the    Tsar's  sceptre, 
have  been  made  bitter.    Languages,  literatures, 
•  schools,  every  voice  of   the  spirit  of  national 
individuality,  have  been  warred  against.  Reli- 
gious  tyranny   has  kept   pace    with  political 
tyranny,  and  East,  West,  and  South  the  track  of 
Russian  conquest  is  strewn  with  the  wreckage 
of  nationalities.     And  the  Tsar  is  dedicating  a 
chapel  to  commemorate  Russia's  part  in  the  War 
of  Liberation  and  in  the  revolt  of  the  nations ! 
Is  the  grip  of  Russian  despotism  so  firm  and  the 
pride  of  Russian  liberty  so  abased  as  to  make 
this  venture  in  irony  quite  safe  P 


Government  sanctified  two  years  after  it  had 
sent  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men  to  death 
in  pursuit  of  an  Imperial  speculation  in  Yalu 
timber.  And  what  has  Russia  done  since  to 
sanctify  them  ?  She  has  hamstrung  the  Russian 
Constitution  and  restored  "  order  "  by  drumhead 
court-martial.  She  has  suppressed  the  liberties 
of  Finland,  guaranteed  though  they  were  by  the 
most  solemn  of  pledges.  She  has  wrecked 
Persia's  hope  of  freedom  and  independence, 
occupied  half  the  country  with  her  troops,  pre- 
pared its  formal  partition,  and  is  now  contem- 
plating a  railwajr  which  will  enable  her  to  deal 
out  like  measure  to  India.  She  has  snatched 
Mongolia  from  China  in  the  hour  of  China's 
difficulty.  She  launched  Bulgaria  against 
Turkey,  and  when  Bulgaria  issued  from  the 
war  too  strong  for  her  tastes  she  launched 
Roumania  against  Bulgaria.  Two  Constitutions 
destroyed,  three  countries  partitioned,  two  wars — 
that  is  the  brief  record  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment since  only  six  years  ago  it  authorised  M.  de 
Nelidoff  to  lay  a  foundation-stone  to  "  Peace 
through  Justice."  The  diplomatic  profession  is 
not  a  seminary  of  humorists,  but  one  may  hope 
that  there  were  some  at  least  taking  part  in 
Thursday's  ceremonial  who  appreciated  the  jest. 


The  Palace  of  Peace. 

But  one  stroke  of  hypocrisy  is  not  enough  for 
a  single  week.  On  Thursday  the  Palace  of 
Peace  was  dedicated.  It  is  recorded  that  the 
gift  of  the  Russian  Government  to  this  temple  of 
human  brotherhood  is  a  jasper  vase  lift,  high — 
more  reminiscent,  we  venture  to  think,  of  the 
bitter  tears  the  Government  has  caused  to  flow 
than  of  the  gates  of  heaven.  But  that  is  a  trifle. 
The  foundation-stone  of  the  Palace  of  Peace  was 
laid  in  1907  by  M.  de  Nelidoff,  the  Russian  repre- 
sentative and  the  President  of  the  Second 
Hague  Conference.  It  bears  the  inscription  "Paci 
Justitia  firmandae  Hanc  aedem  Andreae  Car- 
negii  Munificentia  Dedicavit."  "  Peace  through 
Justice  " — these  were  the    words  the  Russian 


The  Detachment  of  Holm. 

The  Bill  detaching  the  province  of  Holm  from 
the  Kingdom  of  Poland  came  into  operation  last 
week.    This  Bill  was  the  work  of  the  third 
Duma,  and  got  through  even  that  reactionary 
body  only  after  vicissitudes.     The  district  of 
Holm  contains  900,000  souls,  of  whom  more  than 
half  are  Catholic  and  Polish,  and  only  a  quarter 
Orthodox  and  Russian.    It  has  long  been  an 
integral  part  of  the  Polish  Kingdom  in  adminis- 
tration as  in  spirit.    The  Bill  takes  the  province 
awaj-  from  Poland,  and  puts  it  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  Hence- 
forth  the    Catholic    feast    days   will    not  be 
observed  ;  the  study  of  the  Polish  language  and 
literature   will   cease    to   be   obligatory ;  the 
language  of  the  Courts  will  be  Russian,  which 
most  of  the  inhabitants  do  not  understand  ;  Poles 
from  Poland  will  not  be  allowed  to  settle  without 
special  permission.    These  are  a  few  only  of  the 
provisions  of  a  law  which  disrupts  a  nation. 
When  the  Bill  was  under  discussion  no  attempt 
was  made  to  conceal  its  purpose.    As  one  enthu- 
siastic member  said  :  "  The  Poles  do  not  like  us  ; 
but  we  will  belabour  them  until  they  do."  M. 
Makaroff,  the   Minister  of   the    Interior,  took 
pains  to  point  out  that  the   Holm  Bill  is  the 
beginning,  not  the  end.    "  The  Government  does 
not  disguise  the  fact  that  this  Bill  is  but  the 
commencement  of  a  series  of  measures  in  the 
same  direction."    His  policy — it  is  the  policy  of 
the  Government — was  identical  with  that  of  his 
predecessor,  M.  Sipyagin,  who,  in  1902,  said  : — 
"  We  shall  not  limit  ourselves  to  the  detach- 
ment of  Holm  from  the  Kingdom  of  Poland.  We 
must  adopt  measures  for  the  complete  Russifica- 
tion   of  the  inhabitants  of   the  province— for 
example,  for  the  prohibition  of  the  purchase  by 
Poles  of  land  outside  the  town,  the  violent  expul- 
sion of  the  Poles  from  the  district,  the  closing  of 
Catholic  churches,  the  dissolution  of  existing 
public  bodies  that  are  of  a  partially  democratic 
character."    .    .    .    Peace  through  Justice  ! 


The  Infection  of  Oppression. 

Not  the  least  of  the  evils  which  make  Russian 
despotism  a  world-scourge  is  the  infectiousness  of 
tyranny.  We  have  been  publishing  an  account  of 
the  origin  and  working  of  the  Polish  boycott 
against  the  Jews.  The  misery  which  this  move- 
ment has  inflicted,  and  is  inflicting,  upon  a 
hapless  people  can  hardly  be  imagined.  The  aim 
of  the  Poles  is  to  compel  the  Jews  to  leave  the 
country  to  escape  starvation  and  terrorism.  The 
priests  preach  the  boycott  from  the  pulpits  ;  they 
even  refuse  the  Sacraments  to  those  who  refrain 
from  the  boycott.    The  peasants  translate  it  into 


arson,  murder,  and  outrage,  even  into  "  ritual 
murder "  pogroms.  A  movement  of  this  kind 
cannot  be  excused,  but  it  can  be  explained  by  the 
influence  of  Russian  oppression.  The  enforced 
Russification  of  Poland  has  developed  among  the 
Poles  an  extreme  Nationalism,  and  the  working 
of  the  Pale  in  concentrating  Jews  in  Poland  has 
supplied  this  Jingo  Nationalism  with  a  ready 
victim.  The  Poles,  learning  from  their  Russian 
masters,  desire  the  Jews  to  surrender  their  own 
national  quality  and  become  absorbed  in  the 
Polish  mass.  And  even  this  no  longer  satisfies 
Polish  Nationalism.  For  centuries  the  Jews 
have  been  the  commercial  and  the  industrial 
classes  of  Poland.  Of  recent  years  the  moderni- 
sation of  Poland  has  called  into  being  a  Polish 
commercial  middle  class.  Economic  rivalry  has 
united  with  national  intolerance  to  give  birth  to 
the  boycott.  The  Russian  Government  takes 
pleasure  in  the  spectacle.  The  division  between 
Poles  and  Jews  weakens  both,  and  delivers  both 
over  to  destruction  at  the  Government's  hands. 
The  corruption  of  the  Poles  by  their  own  vices 
weakens  foreign  sympathy  with  the  Polish  claims. 
The  corruption  extends  beyond  the  bounds  of 
Russian  Poland  to  Galicia,  where,  though  under 
much  less  favourable  conditions,  the  boycott  cry 
is  being  taken  up.  So  the  area  of  infection 
extends  from  the  central  plague-spot  of  Russian 
tyranny,  and  the  soul  of  a  nation  is  poisoned. 


Business  in  1912. 

Most  of  the  Con  sular  reports  on  Russian  trade 
in    1912  have  been  issued,  and  one  or  two  of 
them  contain  instructive  matter.    The  founda- 
tion of    Russian  credit   is    the   harvest.  The 
reports  for  this  year  are  ali'eady  unfavourable, 
and  they  follow  another  bad  year.    The  Consul- 
General  at  Moscow  writes  that  "  the  prosperity 
of  the  South  of  Russia  depends  on  the  crops, 
from  which  are  derived  the  purchasing  power  of 
the  community.    There  are  various  opinions  as 
to  the  yield  of  the  harvest ;  all  are  agreed  that 
the  results  were  not  good,  especially  as  regards 
quality.     The  poor  exports  naturally  react  on 
the  import  trade,  which  has  suffered  heavily, 
with  the  result  that  there  is  a  general  depression 
of  trade.    Bankruptcies  are  frequent  and  credit 
is  restricted."    In  another  passage  he  throws  a 
curious  light  on   the    primitive   character  of 
Russian     means    of    communication.     "  Since 
July,  1912,  the  roads  of  South  Russia  iave  been 
impassable.     The  use  of  the  word  '  roads  '  is, 
however,  misleading,  as  there  are  no  roads  in 
Russia  with  the  exception  of  the  post  roads.  But 
these  are  few,  and  the  tracks   of  soft  earth 
leading  from  one  village  to  another  are  only 
practicable    for   heavy   traffic   in  dry  or  cold 
weather."    One  of  the  great  obstacles  to  business 
by  British  firms  is  the  Russian  law,  and  the  low 
standard  of  business  morality.  "  The  bankruptcy 
laws  facilitate  fraudulent  bankruptcies,  and  the 
honest  trader  has  a  very  hard  struggle  to  make 
a  living.    Sometimes  a  firm  can  escape  liability 
for  its  debts  by  changing  its  name.    The  newly- 
named  firm,  which  maybe  the  same  as  the  original 
firm  in  everything  except  name,  cannot  be  sued 
for  the  liabilities  of  the  former."     These  reports 
of  general  dishonesty  encouraged  by  the  law 
come  from  all  our  Consuls.    Our  Consul-General 
at  Moscow  crowns  the  dismal  picture  by  saying 
that  litigation  is  a  long  and  tedious  business  and 
indicates  a  thoroughly  Asiatic  laxity.  There 
were  more  than  four  times  as  many  strikes, 
involving  nearly  seven  times  as  many  men,  in 
1912  as  in  1911.    Most  of  these  were  "  political," 
arising  out  of  the  Lena  Goldfields  massacre  and 
other  scandals,  a   sign  of  the  revival  of  public 
spirit.    There  is  nothing  much  here  to  encourage 
the  investment  of  British  capital. 


A  resolution  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  St.  Petersburg 
manufacturers  declares  that  the  acute  relations 
between  the  employers  and  their  workpeople  are 
chiefly  due  to  police  interference,  which  exasperates 
the  workmen. 
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POLES   AND  JEWS. 

HI.* — Signs  of  Peace   and  Elements  of 
Reconciliation. 

The  terrible  results  of  the  boycott  in  Poland  which 
I  described  in  my  second  article  last  week  call  for 
immediate  public  action.  Nor  should  this  action  be 
confined  to  Poland.  It  should  be  shared  by  Russia, 
and,  indeed,  by  all  civilised  nations — for  the  boycott 
in  its  violent  manifestations  is  the  enemy  of  all 
society.  It  is  therefore  satisfactory  to  be  able  to 
point  to  facts  in  Russian  Poland  itself  which  are  cer- 
tainly tending  to  destroy  this  scourge. 

Poland,  let  it  be  remembered,  is  a  producing 
country — a  country  of  production  on  a  large  scale. 
And  this  brings  the  interests  of  the  capitalist,  the 
consumer,  and  the  producer  into  close  relation. 
Now,  in  spite  of  the  boycott,  the  largest  stocks  of 
merchandise  are  in  most  cases  in  the  hands  of  Jews. 
The  Jews  predominate  in  the  joint-stock  companies, 
which  own  the  bulk  of  Polish  business  enterprises. 
Here  then  is  a  situation  unfavourable  to  the  boycott, 
for  those  firms  which  are  prominent  in  carrying  on 
the  boycott  against  the  Jews  find  themselves  in  diffi- 
culties not  only  with  the  wholesale  houses  but  with 
the  Jewish  consumers.  For  this  reason  a  tendency 
to  suspend  the  operations  of  the  boycott  is  steadily 
strengthening. 

A  Common  Danger. 

Nor  is  it  forgotten  that  the  boycott  dangerously 
disturbs  the  course  of  social  and  economic  life, 
causes  panics  on  the  market,  and  destroys  the  credit 
of  commercial  houses.  Moreover,  the  real  progress 
of  Jewish  civilisation  is  dawning  upon  Polish  society, 
which  is  awakening  to  the  necessity  for  a  full  recog- 
nition of  the  fact  that  a  Jewish  nation  exists  in  Poland. 
This  is  obviously  a  state  of  things  which  calls  for  a 
solution  of  the  problem  in  the  interests  of  Poland 
itself. 

Then  there  is  that  other  aspect  of  the  boycott  to 
which  I  referred  last  week — its  danger  as  a  tool 
of  Russian  Government  reaction.  This  danger  is 
beginning  to  be  realised,  and  signs  are  not  wanting 
that  it  is  bringing  about  a  reconciliation  of  the  really 
serious  elements  of  the  two  nations — a  reconciliation 
whose  object  is  a  joint  struggle  for  political  and  national 
emancipation.  Nor  is  this  all.  It  is  unquestionable 
that  a  section'  of  the  Polish  people  regards  the  boy- 
cott as  an  exceedingly  dangerous  movement.  The 
two  labour  parties — the  Social  Democratic  party  of 
Poland  and  Lithuania,  and  the  left  wing  of  the  Polish 
Socialist  party — are  waging  a  Press  war  against  it. 
Similar  feelings  inspire  the  party  known  as  the  revo- 
lutionary wing  of  the  Polish  Socialist  party,  and  also 
the  Peasants'  Union.  The  boycott  is  likewise 
denounced  by  a  group  of  Conservatives. 

Jewish  Pacific  Tendencies. 

It  is  true  that  the  leaders  of  the  boycott  themselves 
(the  National  Democratic  party)  have  the  support  of 
the  mass  of  the  small  and  middle-class  bourgeoisie  as 
well  as  of  a  section  of  the  "  Intellectuals,"  which 
includes  a  portion  of  the  so-called  "  Progressist " 
element.  But  the  influence  of  these  people  will  not 
be  permanent,  on  account  of  their  servility  towards 
the  Russian  Government.  On  the  Jewish  side,  too, 
a  considerable  section  of  politically  enlightened 
people  is  manifesting  pacific  tendencies.  For 
instance,  not  only  the  Socialist  Press  and  a  Radical 
journal  like  the  Freund,  but  also  the  Moderate 
Liberal  journals,  have  condemned  the  extreme 
opinions  of  M.  V.  Jabotinsky  as  expressed  in  the 
Razwijei. 

Such,  then,  are  the  elements  tending  towards  peace 
and  the  abolition  of  the  boycott.  But  far  more  is 
necessary.  The  Polish  enemies  of  the  boycott 
should  adopt  a  more  definite  attitude  on  the  Jewish 
question.  They  should  not  only  advocate  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  legal  equality  of  the  Jews,  and 
the  abolition  of  the  restrictions  on  Jewish  residence, 
but  should  also  concede  to  Jews  the  right  of  national 
autonomy.  In  short,  whoever  has  at  heart  the  pro- 
gress of  Poland  and  of  Russia,  whoever  values  the 
material  and  intellectual  triumphs  of  civilisation, 
should  join  in  the  combat  against  the  boycott  in 
Poland  and  the  anti-Semitism  which  has  created  it. 

K.  Zai.kvsky. 


LAWYERS'    ASSEMBLY  CLOSED. 

By  order  of  the  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  the 
Lawyer  V  Assembly  of  the  capital  has  been  closed, 
on  the  ground  that  recently  that  body  had  held  two 
meetings  at  the  premises  of  the  Technological 
Society,  ;it  which  several  visitors  were  p  esent  by 
invitation,  though  they  were  not  members  of  the 
Assembly. 

The  Prefect  has  frequently  dispersed  on  similar 
ground-,  the  meetings  of  various  sections  of  the 
Russian  Technical  Society  and  kindred  bodies,  more 
particularly  during  the  period  which  preceded  the 
general  election. 


•  The  previous  arlicle*  appeared  on  July  30th  and  August  27th. 


THE    MOUNT   ATHOS  OUTRAGE. 

Monks  Petition  the  Holy  Synod  for 
Revision  of  the  Case. 

The  Monk  Dometius  k'amyak,  of  the  Panteleymon 
Monastery/has  lodged  a  petition  with  the  Holy  Synod 
on  behalf  of  his  fellow-monks  for  the  revision  of  the 
Mount  Athos  case.  The  petitioner  attributes  the 
origin  of  the  whole  trouble  to  Archbishop  Antonius, 
of  Volhynia,  who  had  fiercely  attacked  the  Nomeno- 
dox  heresy  in  the  Press. 

The  petition  protests  against  the  allegation  that 
the  Monks  were  involved  in  the  Potemkin  mutiny. 
This  false  accusation  was  made  by  the  adherents  of 
Archbishop  Nikon  as  a  pretext  for  evicting  614 
monks  who  had  been  settled  on  Mount  Athos  for 
twenty  or  thirty  years. 

The  monks  of  Mount  Athos  have  been  charged 
with  furthering  the  spread  of  the  so-called  Nomeno- 
dox  heresy,  which  consists  in  recognising  the  divinity 
of  the  actual  name  of  Jesus,  and  one  of  the  most 
militant  Prelates  of  the  Orthodox  Church,  Archbishop 
Nikon,  was  sent  to  Mount  Athos  in  order  to  admonish 
the  erring  monks.  On  June  29th  a  gunboat  arrived 
at  Mount  Athos,  carrying  the  Archbishop,  accom- 
panied by  120  armed  soldiers.  A  few  days  after  his 
arrival  the  monks  were  ordered  to  sign  a  recantation, 
but  declined.  This  refusal  was  treated  as  a  riot  to 
be  subdued  by  force.  The  monks,  who  tried  to  hide 
themselves  in  their  cells,  were  turned  out  by  means 
of  a  hose,  the  butt-ends  of  rifles,  and  bayonets. 
Many  were  wounded,  and  all  were  thrown  into  the 
hold  of  the  steamer,  which  sailed  for  Odessa.  There 
were  altogether  614  of  these  "  rioters,"  who  were 
treated  very  harshly  on  the  voyage.  On  their  arrival 
at  Odessa  they  were  stripped  of  their  clerical  attire, 
and  dismissed  with  orders  to  appear  within  four  days 
at  the  respective  places  of  their  birth  registration. 
Archbishop   Nikon's  Beturn. 

In  order  to  find  an  excuse  for  the  absurd  doings  of 
Archbishop  Nikon,  the  Reactionary  Press  is  now 
trying  to  prove  that  the  movement  on  Mount  Athos 
did  not  bear  a  religious,  but  a  political  character. 

Archbishop  Nikon  has  returned  to  St.  Petersburg, 
but,  contrary  to  the  general  expectation,  he  has  not 
yet  drawn  up  an  official  report  on  the  state  of  things 
he  found  at  Mount  Athos.  On  the  contrary,  he  is 
now  making  a  round  of.  the  ecclesiastical  dignitaries. 
He  has  visited  P.  S.  Damansky,  the  Acting  Senior 
Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod  ;  the  Metropolitan 
Vladimir,  and  Archbishop  Sergius  of  Finland,  the 
Holy  Synod's  most  influential  member.  It  is  said, 
however,  that  all  these  have  declined  to  oblige  the 
Archbishop  with  advice,  except  that  of  requesting 
him  to  await  the  return  of  the  actual  Senior  Procurator 
of  the  Holy  Synod,  M.  Vladimir  Sabler,  pending 
whose  arrival  the  monks  must  remain  in  confinement. 


A   LONG-FELT  WANT. 


The  Press  of  St.  Petersburg  has  become  enriched 
by  a  new  journal,  edited  by  an  engineer  who  describes 
himself  as  "the  most  typical  exponent  of  the  con- 
victions and  beliefs  of  the  best  things  of  this  age." 
According  to  the  editorial  announcement,  the  columns 
of  the  Zaporojeiz  S  Vostoka  ("The  Zaporoguian  f  om 
the  East")  will  be  open  to  contributors  on  the  same 
terms  as  to  its  advertisers.  The  following  passage 
occurs  in  the  prospectus  of  this  curious  journal  : — 

"  From  Jews  who  have  embraced  any  of  the  deno- 
minations of  the  Russian  people  advertisements  will 
only  be  taken  from  the  seventh  generation  onwards." 

Not  even  all  thoroughbred  Russians  are  sufficiently 
qualified  for  the  honour  of  figuring  as  advertisers, 
since  all  are  required  "to  produce  a  certificate  both 
of  religious  and  political  trustworthiness  from  the 
clerical  authorities  and  the  police." 


SUPPRESSING   THE  PRESS. 


The  chief  Octobrist  organ,  Golos  Moskvy,  has  been 
fined  200  roubles  for  an  article  entitled,  "  The  Synod 
and  the  Athos  Events." 

The  Polish  journal  Zicmia  Lubehka,  of  Lublin,  has 
been  fined  300  roubles  for  an  article  entitled  "  More 
than  Thoughtless." 

The  Hebrew  literary  journal  Kinath  Sofcrim,  of 
Lodz,  has  bern  confiscated. 

The  Russkia  Vycdomosti,  of  Moscow,  has  been  fined 
500  roubles. 

The  latest  issue  of  the  journal  Zavyely,  of  St. 
Petersburg,  has  b.en  fined  500  roubles. 

The  Local  Press  Inspector  has  confiscated  the  last 
three  numbers  of  the  German  newspapers  published 
at  Saratov,  and  the  last  issue  of  the  Polish  paper 
Sandontierzanin,  published  at  Sanduinir,  in  the 
government  of  Radoin,  has  also  been  confiscated. 

The  Moscow  Press  Committee  has  confiscated 
Tolstoy's  pamphlet  Divine  and  Human,  which  was 
issued  in  1907-  The  publisher  of  the  pamphlet 
is  being  prosecuted. 


"A   DISGRACE    TO  RUSjIA. 

Prince  Meschersky  on  the  Governmw/i 
Treatment  of  Jews. 

Prince  Meschersky,  the  well-known  Cowerva- 
tive  publicist,  in  his  current  diary  i/  the 
Grajdanin,  refers  ironically  to  the  recent  discussion 
of  the  Siberian  Colonisation  Bill,  when  M.  Miklakoff 
demanded  the  insertion  of  a  special  clause  m  order 
to  render  it  impossible  for  a  Jew  to  settle  in  Sberia 
M.  Knvoshein,  however,  considered  such  a  clause 
superfluous,  as  the  entry  of  Jews  into  Siberia  was 
already  adequately  provided  against.  With  this  view 
the  Council  of  Ministers  concurred. 

Prince  Meschersky  wonder;-  at  whom  the  Ministers 
were  poking  fun,  seeing  that  they  cannot  be  ignorait 
of  the  fact  that  there  is  a  large  number  of  Jews  in 
Siberia,  in  spite  of  Senatorial  decisions.  "  I  do  not 
raise  this  question,"  he  says,  "out  of  Judaphobia  as 
I  have  never  been  a  Judaphobe.  But  I  have  never 
shared  the  Government  view,  which  is  that  Jews  ma y 
obtain  for  money  the  rights  denied  to  them  by  law 
I  have  always  considered  such  a  comedy  to  be 
unworthy  of  the  Russian  State  and  of  it,  Government 
Either  the  Jews  ought  to  be  admitted  to  all  partsof 
Russia  or  not  admitted  at  all  into  those  localities  for- 
bidden by  law.  But  to  allow  a  state  of  thing,  which 
enables  any  moneyed  Jew  to  circumvent  every  law  by 
the  expedient  of  bribery,  while  the  law  only  remains 
binding  on  destitute  Jews,  is  a  disgrace  to  Russia." 


RUSSIAN   DOCTORS  CONDEMN 
"RITUAL'  CHARGES. 


The  Medical  Conference  recently  held  at  St. 
Petersburg,  which  was  attended  by  1,300  practi- 
tioners from  all  over  Russia,  has  passed  the  following 
resolution  with  regard  to  the  Beilis  case  :— "  The 
Conference  positively  and  indignantly  rejects  the 
theory  of  '  ritualism  '  for  explaining  the  murder,  and 
resolves  that  the  same  cannot  be  admitted  by 
medical  experts  in  their  judicial  evidence. " 

The  office  of  the  Kieff  District  Court  has  sent  out 
231  subpoenas  to  witnesses  and  experts  for  the  case. 
The  Ministry  of  Justice  has  appointed  a  special 
representative  to  attend  the  trial  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  Ministry  from  day  to  day  with  detailed 
telegraphic  reports  of  the  proceedings. 


EKATERINOSLAV  PROSECUTIONS. 


A  detective  named  Tkatch  has  been  committed  for 
trial  at  Ekaterinoslav  for  torturing  a  prisoner. 
Assistant  District  Captain  Reut  has  been  dismissed 
from  his  post  and  committed  for  trial  for  various  acts 
of  cruelty. 

The  Commissary  of  Police,  Lipsky,  has  been  com- 
mitted for  trial  for  the  embezzlement  cf  60,000 
roubles,  and  the  former  Lieut.-Colone)  of  gendar- 
merie, Maguerovsky,  is  being  prosecuted  for  nego- 
tiating forged  bills  of  exchange. 


POLITICAL  STRIKES. 


Large  Increase  in  the  Moscow  District. 


In  the  British  Cousular  Report  for  1912  on  the  Trade 
of  the  Consular  District  of  Moscow  (Annual  Series, 
No.  5,172)  are  given  figures  showing  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  strikes  in  the  year  under 
review.  There  were  1,918  strikes,  in  which  683,000 
workmen  took  part,  with  a  total  loss  of  2,200,000  work 
days.  In  191 1  the  figures  were — 466  strikes,  involving 
105,000  men  and  a  loss  of  791,000  work  days.  Of  the 
1,918  strikes  last  year  1,216,  with  511,000  strikers,  were 
political,  and  702,  with  172,000  strikers,  were  economic. 
The  political  strikes  were  mostly  the  result  of  the 
Lena  Goldfields'  incident  and  "  1st  of  May  "  strikes. 
These  accounted  for  90  per  cent.,  and  the  remaining 
10  per  cent,  were  in  connection  with  protests  against 
the  methods  used  for  the  election  of  members  of  the 
Imperial  Duma,  and  also  in  connection  with  the  Bill 
for  the  guaranteeing  of  workmen  in  the  event  of 
illness,  and  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  sentence  of 
the  sailors  who  mutinied  at  Sevastopol. 

Economic  strikes  increased  in  all  branches  of 
industry.  The  threat  to  time  strikes  on  the  "  1st  of 
May "  caused  numerous  strikes  in  the  mechanical 
works,  the  men  demanding  the  remission  of  the  time 
and  various  economic  improvements.  Only  in  a  few 
cases,  however,  were  they  successful. 


More  than  one  hundred  Jewish  families  are  about 
to  be  expelled  from  the  Dombrowa  division  of  the 
government  of  Piotrkov,  near  Lodz. 

The  Orthodox  Consistory  of  Pskov  has  fined  the 
clergy  of  the  Cathedral  at  Ostrov  25  roubles  for  want 
of  care  of  the  Holy  Sacraments,  which,  as  the 
inquiry  has  established,  had  been  devoured  by  mice. 


Darkest  Russia 


A  Weekly  Record  of  th 

e  Struggle  for  Freedom. 

[Registered  as  a  Newspaper. 
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THE    PROBLEM  OF  FREEDOM. 

IV.* — The   Ideal   of  a   Federation  of 
Autonomous  Peoples. 

The  document  closely  connected  with  the 
problem  of  national  freedom  in  Russia,  as 
mentioned  at  the  end  of  the  article  preceding 
this,  is  the  memorial  which  the  Provisory  Com- 
mittee of  the  Polish  independent  parties  sub- 
mitted to  the  Conference  of  Ambassadors  in 
London  (see  Darkest  Russia  for  July  ^ord).  It 
is  addressed  to  the  Great  Powers,  but  it 
is  hardly  credible  that  the  Poles  seriously 
expected  to  interest  the  Ambassadors  in  a 
question  which  is  still  so  far  removed  from 
the  sphere  of  practical  politics.  The  document, 
therefore,  gives  the  impression  that  the  Powers 
were  nothing  more  than  a  covering  address 
for  the  Russian  Government,  which  therewith 
received  an  ultimatum  on  which  depended  war 
or  peace  between  the  Poles  and  Russia.  The 
Poles,  however,  must  be  well  aware  that  the 
Russian  Government  cannot  accede  to  their 
minimum  demands  as  set  forth  in  the  memorial  — 
not  even  No.  4,  which  stipulates  that  "  recruits 
from  Poland  are  to  serve  only  within  that 
country."  The  Poles  have  reached  a  stage  of 
political  development  where  they  understand  that 
as  regards  the  Russian  Government  only  the  path 
of  direct  action  can  lead  them  to  their  goal. 

It  is  to  be  assumed,  therefore,  that  the 
memorial  is  really  addressed  to  the  public 
opinion  of  Europe,  and  the  object  is  the  desire 
not  only  of  drawing  attention  to  the  position  of 
the  Poles,  but  also  of  giving  notice  that  their 
patience  is  at  an  end,  that  they  have  abandoned 
all  confidence  in  the  development  of  Russian 
freedom  from  within,  and  that  they  are  now 
prepared  to  take  their  fate  into  their  own  hands. 
Subsequent  events  may  possibly  make  this 
memorial  an  historical  document  of  the  greatest 
importance,  and  it  is  therefore  worth  while  to 
subject  it  to  a  critical  examination. 

In  the  first  of  the  minimum  demands  mention 
is  made  of  the  extent  of  Polish  territory  to  which 
local  autonomy  should  be  granted.  There  is  not 
a  word  about  national  autonomy  for  the  non- 
Polish  peoples  who  have  settled  there — Lithu- 
anians, a  large  number  of  Letts,  .lews,  itc.  But 
Polish  autonomy  without  a  guarantee  for  the  free 
national  development  of  these  peoples  would 
merely  result  in  creating  a  pocket  edition  of 
Russia.  There  would  be  a  conglomeration  of 
peoples  who  would  be  oppressed  by  the  ruling 
Poles,  and  who,  in  order  to  gain  their  liberty, 
would  have  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  Poland 
towards  Russia. 

The  Lithuanians,  the  Letts,  and  the  White 
Russians  are  almost  as  eager  for  their  "  Union 
and  Liberation  "  as  are  the  Poles  in  the  cause  of 
their  own  freedom.  The  total  disregard  of  the 
national  interests  of  these  people  in  the  first 
manifesto  of  the  Provisory  Committee,  and  the 
prospect  of  being  dismembered  by  the  artificial 
botindaries  of  the  Polish  territory,  may  result  in 
their  acting  towards  the  Poles  as  the  Poles  have 
acted  towards  the  Russians.  Russia  would 
certainly  not  neglect  the  opportunity  of  creating 

*  The  previous  articles  in  this  series,  of  which  the  above  i~  the  last, 
appeared  r~n  August  20th  and  27th  and  September  3rd. 


out  of  this  discord  a  situation  fatal  to  Polish 
aspirations. 

In  this  connection,  too,  the  Jewish  national 
problem  must  not  be  overlooked.  The  memoran- 
dum refers  to  the  Jewish  question  in  the  last  of 
its  demands,  stating  that  "  the  Pale  of  Settlement 
for  Jews  is  also  to  be  abolished,  together  with  all 
restrictions  concerning  citizens  of  the  Jewish 
faith."  It  will  be  observed  that  the  abolition  of 
the  Pale  is  demanded  not  only  in  Polish  territory, 
but  for  the  whole  of  Ri  ssia — -i.e.,  for  Jews  out- 
side Poland..  The  fact  that  here  the  Poles  inter- 
vene in  an  "  internal  poncern "  of  Russia's  is 
hardly  to  be  ascribed  to  a  purely  altruistic 
endeavour  to  solve  the  pioblem  of  a  much-tried 
people.  Nor  is  it  an  attempt  to  win  over  the 
Jews  to  the  cause  of  Polish  freedom  by  the 
prospect  of  their  full  emancipation  in  Russia. 
The  demand  is  due  rather  to  the  vital  interest  of 
Poland  in  having  the  interior  provinces  of  Russia 
opened  to  the  Jews,  in^  order  to  prevent  their 
flocking-  into  Poland.  Atany  rate,  the  fact  remains 
that  the  Provisory  Cotimittee  have  set  their 
minds  upon  the  dismemberment  of  the  Jews,  just 
as  they  have  done  in  the  base  of  the  Letts,  Lithu- 
anians, and  White  Russians. 

It  might  be  argued  thq.t  the  Jews  are  too  much 
accustomed  to  the  process  of  dispersal  to  take 
to  heart  this  suggestion  of  a  fresh  dismember- 
ment. But  great  changes  have  taken  place 
among  the  Jews  in  the,  last  twenty  five  years. 
Whatever  the  "  citizens  of  Jewish  faith  "  may 
be  in  Western  Europe,  in  the  Slav  countries  they 
are  a  nation.  This  peogU  also  dreams  of  "Union 
and  Liberation."  However  distant  their  goal 
may  be,  the  Jews  are  hardly  likely  to  help  to 
alter  the  political  geography  of  Europe  in  such 
a  way  that  their  national  union  and  freedom 
must  inevitably  become  harder  of  attainment. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  few  comments  that, 
while  the  memorial  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  a 
well-thought-out  and  carefully  considered  move, 
its  underlying  political  principles  are  by  no 
means  worthy  of  the  importance  and  seriousness 
of  the  occasion.  The  further  moves  of  the 
Polish  protagonists,  together  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  national  problem  in  Russia,  will 
teach  the  Poles  that  the  Russian  peoples  have 
coalesced  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  carve  a  homogeneous  Poland  out  of  the  hetero- 
geneous mass  without  sacrificing  important  sec- 
tions of  the  Polish  people  who  have  blended 
with  other  nationalities.  The  future  will  also 
show  that  the  other  peoples  will  not  remain 
indifferent  when  parts  of  their  organism  which 
have  become  incorporated  with  the  Poles  are 
delivered  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  that 
nation.  The  Poles,  as  well  as  the  other  oppressed 
races  of  Russia,  will  learn  from  experience  that 
their  union  and  liberation  will  only  come  about 
when  Russia  changes  from  a  centralised  State 
into  a  federation  of  free  and  autonomous  peoples. 
Then  the  most  scattered  fragments  of  a  people, 
as,  for  example,  the  Jews,  Letts,  and  Tartars  — 
and  even,  to  a  certain  degree,  the  Poles  them- 
selves —will  be  granted  not  only  a  territorial  and 
local,  but  also  a  national  autonomy  which  will 
embrace  the  whole  territory  of  the  federation. 

This  ideal  of  a  free  federation  of  the  autono- 
mous peoples  of  Russia  will  assist  in  bringing 
about  a  coalition  of  these  peoples  in  order  to 
gain,  if  need  be  in  open  battle,  their  liberty  and 
independence.  And  nothing  but  this  ideal  of  a 
free  people's  league  can  induce  the  majority  of 
the  ruling  Russian  peoples  to  make  common 
cause  with  the  contending  races.  Eor  in  the  end 
even  Russian  fighters  for  freedom  must  realise 
that  only  by  means  of  an  energetic  and  daring 
struggle  of  the  oppressed  races  with  the  Russian 
autocracy  is  the  problem  of  Russian  freedom  to 
be  solved.  A.  Walter. 


PREMIER  AND  TRADE. 


Nijni 


Merchants  Disappoint,  d  with 
M.  Kokovtsoff. 


While  expressing  his  thanks  for  the  reception 
accorded  to  him  by  the  mercantile  community 
gathered  at  Nijni,  M.  Kokovtsoff,  the  Premier  and 
Minister  of  Finance,  disappointed  expectations  by 
ignoring  altogether,  in  his  reply  to  M.  Salazkin,  the 
President  of  the  Nijni  Fair  Committee,  the  latter's 
references  to  the  conditions  that  were  considered 
indispensable  for  the  welfare  of  trade. 

M.  Salazkin  had  pointed  out  clearly  to  the  Minister, 
in  the  name  of  the  mercantile  corporation,  the  neces- 
sity of  carrying  out  in  practice  those  elementary 
principles  of  legality  without  which  neither  trade  nor 
industry  could  receive  a  regular  development.  He 
declared  that  he  and  his  colleagues  were  in  the  first 
place  citizens  of  the  Russian  Empire,  and  only  in  the 
second  place  industrialists.  Speaking  on  behalf  of  the 
whole  mercantile  community  of  Russia  ''of  every 
nationality, "  he  reminded  the  Minister  of  the  urgent 
necessitv  to  carry  into  practice  the  reforms  promised 
by  the  Imperial  Manifesto  of  October  30th,  1905.  M. 
Salazkin  also  pointed  out  that  the  results  of  the  last 
Zemstvo  elections  had  clearly  demonstrated  the 
breakdown  of  the  Zemstvo  Franchise  Law.  He  drew 
the  Premier's  attention  to  the  urgent  petition  of  the 
trading  community  for  the  reform  of  the  Zemstvo 
Law,  since  they  considered  a  well-developed  public 
independence  to  be  the  sole  lasting  guarantee  for  the 
successful  economic  progress  of  the  country  and  the 
prosperity  of  its  trade  and  industry. 

M.  Kokovtsoff  did  not  venture  to  return  a  flat 
refusal  to  the  evpl>'c't  demands  of  the  whole  mercan- 
tile community,  diplomatically  preferring  to  indulge 
in  irrelevant  reminiscences  and  meaningless  civilities.  0 
Perhaps  he  did  not  care  to  confess  publicly  that,  in 
spite  of  his  supposed  leadership  of  the  Cabinet,  he 
had  no  control  over  so  important  a  department  as 
the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  which  is  allowed  to 
carry  out  the  entire  domestic  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment according  to  its  own  ideas. 

A  canvass  made  by  the  Russkoe  Slovo,  of  Moscow, 
has  elicited  the  fact  that  the  manufacturers  of  both 
Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg,  as  well  as  of  the  pro- 
vincial industrial  centres,  fully  approve  of  M.  Salaz- 
kin's  declarations,  although  they  are  far  from  san- 
guine as  to  any  tangible  results  accruing  therefrom. 

Mutilation  of  Official  Reports. 

The  official  Telegraph  Agency  has  eclipsed  itself 
in  connection  with  M.  Kokovtsoff" s  visit  to  the  Nijni 
Fair.  Although  the  Agency  is  now  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  President  of  the  Council  of  State,  with 
regard  to  home  policy  it  invariably  follows  the  in- 
structions of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  whose 
agent,  M.  Polovtsoff,  has  even  managed  to  control 
its  reports  of  the  Duma  proceedings.  This  time  the 
Telegraph  Agency  not  only  suppressed  and  distorted 
the  address  of  M.  Salazkin,  but  even  took  liberties  with 
M.  Kokovtsoff's  reply.  The  reason  is  that  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  was  anxious  to  prevent 
publicity  being  given  to  the  unconditional  condem- 
nation of  the  very  basis  of  its  policy  by  the  repre- 
sentative and  spokesman  of  the  entire  mercantile 
community  of  the  Empire. 

During  his  stay  at  Nijni  Novgorod,  M.  Kokovtsoff 
received  a  deputation  of  delegates  from  the  Nijni 
Fair  Committee  In  reply  to  their  petitions,  M. 
Kokovtsoff  stated  that  it  was  not  convenient  to  grant 
their  request  that  Jewish  traders  should  be  permitted 
to  attend  the  Siberian  fairs  as  well  as  the  Nijni  Fair. 

M.  Kokovtsoff  promised  to  right  the  grievance  of 
the  cloth  manufacturers,  who  complained  of  the 
irregular  payments  by  the  Commissariat  Department, 
which  in  some  cases  had  not  yet  settled  its  accounts 
for  goods  supplied  as  far  back  as  1905. 


A  Jew  named  Schwarz,  aged  twenty,  has  committed 
suicide  at  Kiev,  owing  to  persecution  at  the  hands  of 
the  police,  who  enforced  the  restrictions  relating  to  his 
right  of  residence. 

A  journalist  at  Harbin,  Manchuria,  who  had  been 
commissioned  by  the  Harbin  Press  to  report  on  the 
Khabarovsk  Exhibition,  was  prohibited  from  visiting 
the  Exhibition  because  he  is  a  Jew. 
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EDUCATION'S  HANDICAPS. 

Why  Professor  Grimm  has  been  Removed 
from  St.  Petersburg  University. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petershurg,  September  4th. 

The  Ministry  of  Education  is  working  with  the 
regularity  of  machinery  for  a  fixed  purpose.  The 
summer  is  the  favourite  season  for  shifting  professors 
from  one  university  to  another,  especially  from  that 
of  St.  Petersburg,  and  the  victims  of  this  procedure 
are  always  professors  who  belong  to  the  Progressive 
school  of  thought.  Well-known  savants  are  trans- 
ferred from  the  capital  to  the  provinces  against  their 
will,  and  replaced  by  men  who  are  better  known  for 
their  severity  than  for  their  learning. 

Moscow  University  experienced  a  catastrophe  in 
191 1,  when  it  was  deprived  at  one  fell  swoop  of  all 
the  flower  of  its  teaching  staff.  St.  Petersburg 
University  has  not  suffered  such  an  upheaval,  but  it 
is  becoming  just  as  radically  changed,  especially  as 
regards  its  law  faculty,  by  means  of  transfers,  dis- 
missals, refusals  of  confirmation,  and  similar  measures 
on  the  part  of  the  Ministry.  Last  summer  it  was 
thus  deprived  of  two  of  its  best  professors,  and  now 
it  has  suffered  the  loss  of  a  third  celebrity. 

Political  Prejudices. 

Professor  D.  D.  Grimm  has  served  as  Rector  and 
Dean  of  St.  Petersburg  University,  of  which  he  is 
one  of  the  oldest  teachers,  and  which  he  now  repre- 
sents on  the  Council  of  State.  But  neither  his  pro- 
minent academic  position  nor  his  eminent  contri- 
butions to  learning  have  proved  sufficient  to  shield 
him  from  the  arbitrary  methods  of  the  Ministry  of 
Education.  He  is  not  only  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  State,  but  the  leader  of  its  Left  wing,  and  this 
accounts  for  his  sudden  transfer  to  a  provincial 
university.  He  enjoys  the  respect  of  all  parties  in 
the  Council,  where  he  acted  as  reporter  on  the 
Authors  Rights  Bill,  and  took  part  in  the  discussions 
on  everv  political  and  national  question  of  import- 
ance. It  is  said  that  his  views  on  primary  education 
were  especially  disagreeable  to  the  Ministry,  which 
confidently  expects  that  he  will  refuse  to  be  trans- 
ferred and  will  tender  his  resignation.  In  this  way 
the  elected  representative  of  the  university  and  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  would  lose  his  franchise  quali- 
fications and  be  compelled  to  leave  the  Council  of 
State,  as  has  already  occurred  in  the  case  of  Pro- 
fessor A.  Manuiloff,  Rector  of  Moscow  University, 
and  of  M.  Yernadsky,  the  Academician. 

Another  reason  for  Professor  Grimm's  transfer  is 
to  be  found  in  an  article  of  his  published  in  the 
Vyestnik  Evropy,  in  which  he  criticised  the  Ministerial 
circular  forbidding  the  privatdocenten  to  deliver 
lecture  courses  parallel  to  those  of  the  Ordinary  Pro- 
fessors. In  this  moderately-worded  a-ticle  Professor 
Grimm  demonstrated  the  illegality  of  that  order. 

No   Opposition  Tolerated. 

"  We  cannot  consent,''  said  a  high  official  of  the 
Ministry,  "to  a  professor  taking  up  a  manifestly 
antagonistic  attitude  towards  the  Ministry  in  the 
Legislative  Chamber,  and  influencing  his  junior 
colleagues  through  the  medium  of  the  Press.  I  refer 
to  the  appeal  addressed  by  Several  privatdocenten  to 
the  Senate  against  the  order  of  the  Minister, 
although  its  authors  were  well  aware  that  the  Senate 
would  not  consider  their  appeal,  which  was  merely 
intended  as  a  demonstration  against  the  Ministry. 
This  appeal  was  preceded  by  the  public  declaration 
of  the  Ordinary  Professor,  which  clearly  bore  the 
character  of  an  incitement." 

Professor  Grimm  is  credited  with  the  intention  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  above  statement  in  order  to 
appeal  to  the  Senate  against  his  transfer  to  Kharkov, 
on  the  ground  that,  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
State,  he  is  not  amenable  to  the  Disciplinary  Court 
of  the  Ministry  of  Education. 

That  Professor  Grimm's  transfer  has  not  been 
inspired  by  any  desire  to  benefit  the  University  of 
Kharkov  by  the  presence  of  so  eminent  a  teacher  is 
abundantly  clear  from  the  fact  that  the  Chair  of 
Roman  Law  at  that  institution  has  already  been  kept 
vacant  for  a  year  and  a  half,  owing  to  M.  Kasso's 
-ystematic  rejection  of  Professors  S.  Sabinin  and 
Semeko-Maximovitch,  the  candidates  who  had  been 
successively  recommended  by  the  juridical  faculty 
of  Kharkov. 

The  Teaching  of  History. 

No  less  commotion  has  been  occasioned  by  a 
circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Education,  which  has 
been  nicknamed  the  "  historical  circular,"  and  has  a 
somewhat  curious  origin. 

By  way  of  reply  to  the  inquiries  of  the  Ministry 
with  regard  to  the  teaching  of  history  in  the  inter- 
mediate schools,  the  headmasters,  anxious  to  show 
their  respective  schools  in  the  best  light,  reported 
that  their  teachers  of  history  did  not  confine  them- 
-elves  to  a  dry  exposition  of  the  manuals,  but 
endeavoured  to  supplement  the  facts  by  reference  to 
the  works  of  great  Russian  and  foreign  historians, 
obtainable  at  the    gymnasium   libraries.  These 


reports  led  to  the  issue  of  a  Ministerial  circular 
ordering  the  elimination  from  the  gymnasium 
libraries  of  all  such  historical  works,  which  were 
forbidden  to  be  supplied  to  the  pupils  in  any 
circumstances.  This  has  been  followed  by  the 
"historical  circular,''  which  demands  that  in  teaching 
universal  history  the  chief  attention  should  be 
devoted  to  "  the  part  played  by  prominent  historical 
personalities,"  without  any  deviation  in  the  direction 
of  "  various  historical  hypotheses  and  theories,  or 
generalisations  a.id  illustrations  in  the  social-economic 
sphere.'' 

It  is  thus  forbidden  to  speak  of  the  change  of 
ideas,  of  the  struggle  between  the  classes,  and  the 
teaching  of  history  is  thus  reduced  to  more  or  less 
reliable  stories  on  the  achievements  of  individual 
personalities.  No  regard  is  paid  to  the  scientific 
views  of  the  teachers,  while  the  old  methods  are  to 
be  more  especially  restored  in  the  teaching  of  the 
history  of  the  country.  The  teachers  and  the  com- 
pilers of  manuals  are  recommended  to  keep  care- 
fully in  mind  that  the  historical  lines  of  Russia's 
development  "  are  far  from  coinciding  with  the  lines 
of  development  of  the  Western  States." 

By  these  methods  it  is  desired  to  educate  a  gene- 
ration which  shall  consider  Autocracy  and  Ortho- 
doxy as  the  historical  peculiarity  of  Russia,  and 
renounce  the  struggle  for  a  Constitution! 

"Russified"  Education. 

It  is  more  difficult,  of  course,  to  din  this  old  Slavo- 
phile idea  into  the  heads  of  the  population  of  non- 
Russian  race,  against  which  the  Ministry  of  Educa- 
tion is  taking  special  measures,  either  in  the  way  of 
forcible  "  russification  "  or,  especially  in  the  case  of 
the  ]ews,  by  means  of  educational  restrictions,  if  not 
of  complete  exclusion  from  the  schools.  It  is  thus 
proposed  to  establish  special  schools  for  Jews,  while 
retaining  the  percentage  restriction  with  regard  to 
the  total  number  of  pupils  in  any  given  locality.  As 
that  limit  now  amounts  to  10  per  cent,  for  the 
towns  within  the  Pale,  5  per  cent,  for  the  towns 
beyond  the  Pale,  and  3  per  cent,  for  the  two  capitals, 
it  would  prove  in  most  cases  impossible  to  open  a 
single  Jewish  school,  since  the  number  of  pupils 
would  be  quite  insignificant. 


OBSTACLES  TO  MEDICAL  STUDY. 


Doctors  Denounce  the  Militarisation 
of  the   Medical  Academy. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  September  1st. 
It  will  be  remembered  that,  while  the  recent  trans- 
formation of  the  St.  Petersburg  Medical  Academy 
was  condemned  at  the  time  by  the  public  at  large, 
the  Duma  pronounced  its  new  Statute  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional, and  even  the  usually  subservient  Senate 
refused  to  promulgate  it.  Now  the  majority  of  the 
Council  of  Ministers  have  had  to  recognise  the  hope- 
lessness of  the  militarisation  of  the  Academy,  against 
which  several  Ministers  haye  repeated  the  very  same 
objections  that  were  raised  in  the  Press  some  months 
ago. 

A  similarly  antagonistic  attitude  towards  the 
transformation  was  taken  up  by  the  recent  Medical 
Conference,  which  was  attended  by  1,300  doctors 
gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  Empire,  and  which 
passed  the  following  two  resolutions  : — 

1.  The  recent  measures  which  are  destructive 
of  the  high  schools  exert  a  pernicious  influence 
on  the  training  of  doctors,  and  the  Conference 
more  particularly  condemns  the  virtual  abolition 
of  the  Medical  Academy,  which  has  been  trans- 
formed into  a  special  school  for  military  pur- 
poses. This  must  make  the  general  want  of 
doctors  in  Russia  still  more  acutely  felt,  espe- 
cially in  the  Northern  governments,  and  for  this 
reason  the  Conference  considers  the  prompt 
opening  of  a  medical  faculty  to  be  an  immediate 
necessity. 

2.  The  Conference  expresses  its  great  grief 
and  regret  that,  owing  to  the  Government's 
treatment  of  the  high  schools,  public  medicine 
is  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  the  Universities 
and  of  the  Medical  Academy  for  the  study  of  the 
epidemic  conditions  of  diphtheria. 

In  view  of  the  tendency  of  German  universities  to 
limit  the  admission  of  students  from  Russia,  which 
would  still  further  reduce  (he  supply  of  qualified 
practitioners,  the  Conference  also  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolution  :  — 

We  deem  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  progressive 
Russian  public  at  large  and  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  particular  to  use  every  endeavour  to 
secure  for  the  Russian  youth  the  possibility  of 
receiving  its  education  in  Russia  itself  without 
let  or  hindrance,  whereas  the  Ministry  of  Educa- 
tion, instead  of  exerting  itself  in  every  way  in 
that  direction,  is  online  contrary  compelling 
thousands  of  young  men  (by  its  restrictive  regu- 
lations for  Jews;  to  go  abroad  in  search  of 
education. 


ARCHBISHOP    AND  MONKS. 

Severe  Condemnation   of   Holy  Synod  s 
Proceedings  at  Mount  Athos. 

Prince  Urussoff ,  who  is  holding  an  inquiry  into  the 
recent  violent  encounters  at  Mount  Athos,  has  had  a 
consultation  at  Odessa  with  various  monastic  autho- 
rities who  have  come  from  Mount  Athos  for  that 
purpose. 

Prince  Urussoff  stated  that  it  was  not  possible  to 
keep  forty  monks  in  prison  without  formulating  any 
charge  against  them.  It  was  difficult,  however,  to 
expedite  matters,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  connected 
with  the  question  of  jurisdiction.  Tne  Synod  Court, 
he  said,  was  out  of  tne  question,  because  the  monk: 
ordained  at  Mount  Athos  were  not  ~ubject  to  tne 
Russian  ecclesiastical  authorities,  while  the  ordinary 
courts  were  not  competent  to  decide  a  case  which  had 
arisen  on  foreign  territory.  The  Ministry  of  the 
Interior,  however,  was  entitled  to  have  recourse  10 
administrative  measures,  since  the  monks,  who  had 
entered  Russian  territory,  vsere  dangerous  to  the  State. 
A  legal  prosecution  could  only  be  directed  against 
six  ot  the  hieromonks,  who  are  on  the  register  ot  the 
Russian  clergy. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Kolokol,  Archbishop 
Nikon  states  that  he  had  his  "  Good  Word  printed 
and  distributed  at  Mount  Athos,  but  that  the  "  Noine- 
nodox  "  monks  (  who  uphold  the  divinity  of  the  Name 
of  God;  tore  it  to  pieces,  while  they  called  him  to  his 
face  "  a  heretic,  a  blasphemer,  a  Freemason,  a  Judas, 
and  a  traitor." 

Archbishops   Alleged  Blasphemy. 

The  Vetdienuyt  Vremya,  of  St.  Petersburg,  has 
received  from  Mount  Atnos  a  copy  ot  tne  Arch- 
bishop's "Good  Word,"  whicn  was  issued  at  tne 
expense  of  the  Holy  Synod  from  the  latter  s  printing 
works.  M.  Suvonn  s  organ  declares  that  it  is  by  no 
means  surprised  at  the  indignation  aroused  by  this 
document  among  the  monastic  fraternity  of  Mount 
Athos.  Indeed,  it  asserts  Archbishop  Nikon  quotes 
in  his  pamphlet  such  an  abominably  blasphemous 
story  aoout  the  Birth  of  Christ  ana  of  His  earthly 
life  that  if  any  private  person  had  ventured  to  repeat 
it,  in  however  mild  a  torm,  the  Public  Prosecutor 
would  have  destroyed  the  pamphlet  immediately  and 
proceeded  against  its  author  tor  blasphemy. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Holy  Synod  has  ordered 
the  suppression  of  a  pamphlet,  entitled  A  Voice  1 10111 
the  Cell,  published  at  Kiev  in  detence  of  J\omenodoxv. 

Prince  Meschersky  s  highly  Conservative  organ,  the 
Grajdanin,  thus  comments  on  the  impending  pro- 
ceedings against  those  who  have  deprecated  the 
Synod  s  proceedings  at  Mount  Athos  : — 

"  We  have  to  get  reconciled  to  the  melancholy 
truth  that  we  are  living  in  a  mad  world.  But  it  is 
really  too  melancholy  to  reflect  that  madhouse 
scenes  should  be  enacted  on  the  stage  of  the  Holy 
Synod.  When  the  Press  reveals  such  horrors  as 
Archbishop  Nikon's  campaign  against  the  hermitage 
which  for  centuries  has  borne  the  name  of  Holy 
Athos,  M.  Sabler  addresses  a  demand  to  the  censor- 
ship for  the  punishment  of  the  publication  which  has 
dared  to  show  a  want  of  sympathy  for  this  mad 
campaign.  But,  surely,  this  can  only  lead  to  increased 
trouble  among  the  Orthodox. 

"Mockery  of  the  Church." 

"One  would  have  thought  that  the  mockery  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  could  not  possibly  be  carried 
further  ;  but  this  turns  out  to  be  a  mistake,  for  this 
Archbishop  Nikon  actually  did  go  further.  As  if  to 
jeer  at  the  millions  of  Russian  souls  which  he  griev- 
ously troubled  and  revolted  by  his  doings  at  Athos. 
he  had  published  as  a  preliminary,  at  the  expense  of 
the  Synod,  a  pamphlet  entitled  The  Great  Temptation 
of  the  Most  Holy  Name  of  God.  It  said  that  it,  instead 
of  being  published  by  an  Archbishop  with  the  Holy 
Synod's  licence,  thistoul-mouthed  pamphlet  had  been 
issued  by  anybody  else,  it  could  not  have  escaped 
confiscation  and  burning,  while  its  author  would  have 
been  prosecuted  criminally  for  1  evolting  blasphemy. 

"  The  only  possible  explanation  of  it  all  is  to  assume 
that  Archbishop  Nikon  is  as  mentally  abnormal  as 
Ihodore  or  Hermogen.  He  is  at  any  rate  out  of  place 
in  the  Synod,  and  was  not  the  proper  person  to  be 
sent  by  the  Synod  for  the  enlightenment  of  the 
erring,  in  order  that  he  might  turn  his  spiritual 
mission  into  a  military  punitive  expedition." 

The  Holy  Synod  has  examined  the  report  of  Arch- 
bishop Nikon  on  the  Mount  Athos  monks,  as  well  as 
those  of  S.  V.  Troitsky,  of  the  Antonius  Clerical 
Seminary,  who  accompanied  the  Archbishop,  and  of 
V.  T.  Yatskevitch,  Director  of  the  Senior  Procurator  s 
Chancellery.  The  plenary  sitting  was  presided 
over  by  the  St.  Petersburg  Metropolitan  Vladimir, 
and  was  attended  by  M.  Sabler  and  his  staff.  The 
discussion  of  the  reports  was  adjourned  until  the 
next  meeting.  

The  Kiev  District  Court  has  ordered  the  expulsion 
of  a  number  of  Jewish  merchants  for  engaging  111 
trade  without  possessing  the  right  of  residence.  The 
sentence  is  accompanied  in  all  cases  by  the  confisca- 
tion of  the  goods  of  the  offenders. 
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to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Oeom- 

WBLL  ON  THB  PERSECUTION  OP  THE  VlUDOIB. 


NOTES. 


The  Administration  of  the  Caucasus. 

Count  Yorontsoff-Dashkoff,  the  Viceroy  of  the 
Caucasus,  has  presented  the  Tsar  with  a  report 
on  the  administration  of  that  territory  during 
the  past  eight  years.  The  outstanding  feature 
of  the  Count's  term  of  office  has  undoubtedly 
been  the  continuous  conflict  that  has  raged 
between  him  and  the  central  authorities.  The 
Viceroy,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe,  is  a 
humane  and  liberally-minded  man,  who  is 
opposed  to  the  policy  of  exasperating  the  subject 
nationalities  favoured  in  St.  Petersburg.  He 
has  worked  for  reconciliation  and  development ; 
but  his  endeavours  have  been  constantly 
thwarted  by  the  Government,  whose  attitude 
towards  the  Caucasus  is  that  of  the  firebrand 
Chauvinists  of  the  St.  Petersburg  salons.  We 
may  instance  the  scheme  for  establishing  a 
University  in  the  Caucasus,  for  whose  realisation 
strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  in  Tiflis  for 
over  thirty  years,  and  which  Count  Vorontsoff- 
Dashkoff  has  warmly  advocated.  It  is  a  project 
to  which  even  a  large  number  of  Russian  Con- 
servatives have  lent  their  encouragement ;  but 
the  Government,  in  whose  eyes  scholarship  and 
revolutionary  ideas  are  synonymous,  has  always 
vetoed  it,  and  only  a  year  ago,  when  the  matter, 
was  once  more  brought  before  the  Council  of 
Ministers,  it  received  the  same  disheartening 
treatment. 

A  People  Without  Rights. 

In  other  respects  the  Government's  tradi- 
tional policy  in  the  Caucasus,  which,  in  spite  of 
the  present  Viceroy's  broad-minded  ideals,  is 
still  as  effective  as  ever,  consists  in  treating  the 
native  inhabitants  of  that  region  as  a  people 
practically  without  any  political,  and  in  a 
measure  without  human,  rights.  The  occupa- 
tion of  the  country,  which  was  effected  many 
years  ago  by  the  most  unscrupulous  and  brutal 
methods,  still  bears  a  military  character,  and 
the  ruling  motive  of  its  administration  is  to  keep 
the  population  in  the  most  rigid  and  pitiful  sub- 
jection. The  police  and  other  officials  are 
recruited  from  among  the  worst  elements  of 
Russian  society,  including  a  considerable  number 
of  convicted  criminals,  and  under  them  a  veritable 
reign  of  terror  has  been  instituted.  Throughout 
the  Caucasus  the  natives  have  been  forcibly 
dispossessed  of  their  lands,  on  which  thousands 
of  incompetent  colonists,  imported  from  Russia, 
have  been  settled  and  subsidised  by  the  Govern- 
ment, with  calamitous  consequences  to  agricul- 
ture. Apart  from  the  nameless  horrors  of  a 
Cossack  regime,  the  people  have  been  preyed 
upon  to  an  incredible  extent,  and  their  economic 
ruin  and  social  degradation  have  gone  hand  in 
hand.  To  deal  adequately  with  the  wrongs  of 
the  Caucasians,  among  which  the  outrageous 
confiscation  of  the  property  of  the  Georgian 
Church  stands  conspicuous,  a  whole  volume 
would  be  needed.  Count  Vorontsoff-Dashkoff, 
in  his  report,  is  inclined  to  be  optimistic.  He 
points  to  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases 


<>f  brigandage  and  other  Violent  crimes  as  proof 
of  the  success  of  his  own  policy  of  pacification  ; 
but  this  may  merely  mean*  that  the  Government 
officials,  who  are  notoriously  incapable,  find  it 
mure  and  more  difficult  to  bring  these  disorderly- 
elements,  whose  lawlessness  is  largely  instigated 
by  their  own  barbarous  methods,  to  justice.  The 
administration  of  the  Caucasus,  even  under  the 
most  humane  and  powerful  Viceroy,  can  never 
improve  as  long  as  strategic  principles,  whose 
realisation  is  best  calculated  to  defeat  their  own 
object,  are  accepted  as  the  only  consideration  in 
St.  Petersburg. 

M.  Kasso  Again. 

The  removal  of  Professor  Grimm,  the  world- 
famous  jurist,  from  the  University  of  St.  Peters- 
burg is  the  latest  act  of  spite  on  the  part  of  the 
Minister  of  Education.  Professor  Grimm,  like 
all  the  other  distinguished  men  of  learning  in 
Russia,  is  a  Liberal  in  politics,  and  in  the  Council 
of  State,  where  he  represents  his  University, 
he  has  set  himself  to  oppose  the  overwhelming 
forces  of  reaction,  particularly  with  regard  to 
educational  matters.  That  a  professor  should 
question  the  ineffable  wisdom  of  the  orders 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Education,  where  the 
interests  of  culture  are  always  made  to  wait 
upon  the  demands  of  domestic  politics,  is  intoler- 
able to  M.  Kasso,  as,  indeed,  is  all  criticism  of 
Ministerial  conduct.  So  Professor  Grimm  has 
to  go,  and  St.  Petersburg  University,  which  has 
already  lost  other  able  members  of  its  teaching 
staff  in  the  same  way,  bids  fair  to  emulate  the 
ruin  of  Odessa.  The  dismissal  or  transfer  of 
unaccommodating  professors,  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  servile  creatures  whose  notorious  lack 
of  scholarship  is  compensated  by  their  readiness 
to  undertake  police  work, 'has  become  a  mania 
with  M.  Kasso.  Under  his  rule  the  black  record 
of  the  Ministry  of  Education  has  assumed  a 
darker  shade,  and  nowhere  do  the  Okhrana  men 
find  readier  co-operation.  His  retention  in  office, 
against  which  every  scholar  of  note  in  Russian 
would  openly  protest  if  he  dared,  makes  all 
educational  progress  impossible. 


Expurgated  History. 

The  fashion  in  which  educational  policy  is 
dominated  by  the  ideas  of  government  prevalent 
in  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  is  well  illustrated 
by  M.  Kasso's  recent  circular  bearing  upon  the 
methods  of  teaching  history  in  the  intermediate 
schools.  Henceforth,  the  order  goes,  instruction 
in  that  subject  is  to  be  practically  confined  to  a 
bare  catalogue  of  events,  special  attention  being 
devoted  to  the  achievements  (sometimes  legen- 
dary) of  great  historical  personages,  and  no  diva- 
gation is  to  be  permitted  in  the  direction 
of  "  historical  hypotheses  and  theories,  or 
generalisations  and  illustrations  in  the  social- 
economic  sphere."  By  an  earlier  order  the 
works  of  the  great  Russian  and  foreign  his- 
torians have  been  removed  from  the  school 
libraries,  and  the  result  will  be  that  pupils  will 
leave  these  institutions  with  a  knowledge  of 
their  country's  annals  that  will  be  peculiar  with- 
out being  extensive.  No  doubt  M.  Kasso  will 
next  turn  his  attention  to  the  teaching  of 
geography,  and  discover  the  propagation  of  revo- 
lutionary ideas  in  any  instruction  that  goes 
beyond  statistical  tables  of  the  heights  of  moun- 
tains and  kindred  items  of  information.  It  is 
notorious,  of  course,  that  the  bureaucracy  regards 
popular  education  as  the  chief  menace  to  the 
interests  of  its  own  class ;  but  seldom  have  we 
had  so  striking  a  proof  of  the  extent  to  which 
that  fear  rules  its  policy. 


The  Archbishop  at  Mount  Athos. 

For  the  disgraceful  outrages  perpetrated  by 
the  Holy  Synod's  agents  at  Mount  Athos  even 
the  Reactionary  journals  in  St.  Petersburg 
cannot  find  excuse.    Archbishop  Nikon,  who  was 


the  prime  cause  of  the  trouble,  appears  to  be 
anything  but  a  pattern  Churchman.  A  pamphlet 
of  which  he  is  the  author,  and  which  was  printed 
and  circulated  by  the  Holy  Synod,  is  described 
by  Prince  Meschersky's  organ  as  "  foul-mouthed," 
and  it  is  added  that  if  it  had  been  written  by 
anybody  but  an  Archbishop,  under  the  licence  of 
the  Synod,  it  would  have  been  confiscated  and 
burnt,  and  its  author  prosecuted  for  "  revolting- 
blasphemy."  Similar  sentiments  are  expressed 
by  the  evening  Vremya.  Small  wonder,  then, 
that  the  monks  of  Mount  Athos  resented  the 
high-handed  orders  issued  to  them  by  this  pillar 
of  the  Church,  and  refused  at  his  dictation  to 
recant  their  "  Nomenodox  "  beliefs.  With  the 
merits  of  the  dispute  and  the  heinousness  of  the 
alleged  heresy  we  have  nothing  to  do ;  we  find  it 
impossible  to  appreciate  the  niceties  of  Russian 
theology.  Further,  we  have  some  difficulty  in 
understanding  by  what  right  the  armed  forces  of 
the  Russian  authorities  made  their  invasion  of 
Mount  Athos,  which  is  admitted  to  be  foreign 
territory.  But  it  is  quite  obvious  that  the  Holy 
Synod  adopted  the  worst  possible  method  for 
settling  the  affair,  and  sent  the  worst  possible 
representative  to  convince  the  monks  of  the  error 
of  their  w-ays.  We  shall  now  be  interested  to 
learn  what  promotion  is  in  store  for  Archbishop 
Nikon. 

A  "Times"  Paradox. 

In  a  leading  article  the  other  day  the  Times 
dealt  with  the  problem  of  the  Poles  in  Germany, 
and  referred  to  the  advance  of  the  Slavonic  tide 
into  Eastern  Prussia  as  a  question  "  which, 
though  it  may  seem  remote  from  British  inte- 
rests, in  reality  touches  them  very  closely."  And 
it  concluded  with  the  words  : — ■ 

"  Behind  this  advance  looms  the  gigantic 
shadow  of  Russia,  an  incalculable  menace  by 
reason  of  the  vast  potentialities  of  its  growing 
population  and  its  immense  natural  wealth,  of 
which  the  exploitation  is  yet  in  its  infancy." 
This    surely-  must    have    been    written   in  an 
unguarded  moment.     If  it  means  anything  at 
all,  it  means  that  the  increase  of  Russia's  power, 
derived  from  the  organisation  of  her  resources, 
is  a  menace    to  our   own  country's  interests. 
Where,  then,  is  that  glorification  of  all  things 
Russian  which   has  distinguished  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  Times  ever  since  the  establishment 
of  the  Entente  ?    And  how  does  this  latest  phase 
appeal  to  the  promoters  of  all  those  Russian 
Supplements  which  have  frankly  aimed  at  the 
development  of  the  resources  of  Tsardom,  and 
which  are  now  by  implication  condemned  as 
bringing  British  interests  into  jeopardy  ?  We 
crave  light  upon  this  paradox. 


ENTOMBED   WITH   A  MANIAC. 

Prisoner's  Terrible  Experience  at 
Schluesselberg. 

•A.  F.  Kozloff,  who  on  April  16th,  1908,  was  sentenced 
by  the  High  Court  of  Kharkov  to  six  years'  penal 
servitude  for  being  a  member  of  the  Socialist  Revo- 
lutionary Party,  has  addressed  a  statement  to  the 
administration  of  the  fortress  of  Schluesselberg 
regarding  his  treatment  at  that  convict  prison. 

His  chief  grievance  consisted  in  the  fact  that  for 
four  months  he  was  incarcerated  in  a  cell  which  was 
shared  by  a  raving  lunatic,  who  had  been  condemned 
for  murder,  and  who  was  afflicted  with  homicidal 
mania,  alternating  with  attempts  at  suicide  from 
which  Kozloff  managed  to  save  him. 

"  I  cannot  describe  my  condition,"  writes  Kozloff, 
"  during  those  four  months,  when  I  was  made  to  spend 
twenty-four  hours  daily  in  the  company  of  a  violent 
madman  bent  on  murder.  I  had  to  be  on  my  guard 
at  every  step.  While  it  was  necessary  to  look  after 
my  own  nerves,  shattered  by  years  of  confinement, 
I  had  at  the  same  time  to  learn  how  to  behave  with 
the  patient,  trying  to  hypnotise  him,  but  still  expect- 
ing to  be  killed  by  him  at  any  moment  or  to  become 
myself  a  murderer  in  self-defence." 

Kozloff's  apprehensions  were  far  from  being 
groundless,  since  a  tragedy  of  the  kind  against  which 
he  had  repeatedly  warned  his  tormentors  actually 
took  place  three  days  after  the  two  prisoners  were 
separated.  On  meeting  another  prisoner  named 
Pipin,  who  was  an  entire  stranger  to  him,  the  maniac 
attacked  him  and  fractured  his  skull  with  a  heavy 
weight. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION 


SUPPRESSING    THE  PRESS. 


WAR   ON  UNIONS. 

Ludicrous  Reasons  for  Prohibiting  Trade 
Associations. 

Even  the  Senate  is  beginning  to  lose  patience  with 
the  practice,  common  among  provincial  (iovernors,  of 
refusing  to  legalise  the  most  harmless  societies  on  the 
ground  of  the  alleged  "  political  untrustworthiness  " 
of  their  would-be  members,  without  producing  the 
slightest  proof  in  justification  of  such  allegations. 

At  Kharkov  the  bakers  and  confectioners  have 
been  vainly  struggling  for  years  to  obtain  the  legali- 
sation of  their  union,  which  was  refused  by  the 
Governor  in  March,  1909,  on  the  ground  of  the 
"  untrustworthiness "  of  two  of  its  founders.  The 
Senate  cancelled  the  prohibition  on  the  ground  that 
the  rules  of  the  trades  unions  had  to  be  considered, 
not  by  the  Governor  alone,  but  by  the  Provincial 
Court  as  a  body.  Thereupon  the  Provincial  Court 
upheld  the  prohibition  on  the  same  ground  of 
"  untrustworthiness.'' 

In  their  appeal  to  the  Senate  the  alleged  "  untrust- 
worthy applicants  pointed  out  that  they  had  never 
been  prosecuted  in  their  life,  or  subjected  to  a  search, 
or  censured  for  the  slightest  infringement  of  any 
regulation.  Indeed,  although  they  had  made  their 
application  as  far  back  as  1906,  no  allegation  was 
raised  against  them  for  several  years,  and  they  had 
kept  on  altering  the  draft  rules  so  as  to  meet  all  the 
objections  of  the  authorities.  Not  being  satisfied 
with  the  Governor's  unsupported  assertion  of 
"  untrustworthiness,"  the  Senate  thereupon  demanded 
information  on  the  subject  from  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior.  The  Ministry  replied,  on  the  strength  of 
the  reports  of  the  Governor  and  of  the  Gendarmerie, 
that  one  of  the  would-be  founders,  M.  Myas^oyedoff, 
had  taken  part  in  a  strike  which  occurred  in  1907, 
while  the  other,  M.  Jelezniakoff,  had  been  detained  by 
the  police  in  May,  1906,  at  a  gathering  in  the  city 
park,  when  he  "  was  found  in  possession  of  a  pair  of 
opera-glasses  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  authorities, 
he  had  employed  for  the  purpose  of  watching  for  the 
appearance  of  the  police." 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  applied  to  the 
First  Depirtment  of  the  Senate  for  the  closure  of 
twenty-two  associations  which  ha"e  been  registered 
and  working  for  several  years.  Of  these  associations 
thirteen  are  Mussulman  and  eight  Polish  charitable 
and  educational  societies,  while  the  other  is  a  Moscow 
society  which  promotes  social  evening  gatherings. 


HEALTH   OF   THE  PALE. 

Compulsory  Overcrowding  Causes 
Insanitary  Conditions. 

During  the  discussion  of  Dr.  Ermolinsky's  report 
before  the  Conference  on  Epidemics,  held  at  Kiev, 
on  the  question  of  improving  the  water  supply  in  the 
villages,  reference  was  made  to  the  Jewish  townlets. 
Attention  was  called  to  their  insanitary  condition, 
which  resulted  from  overcrowding,  withqut  any 
possibility  of  relief,  owing  to  the  restrictions  on  the 
Jewish  rights  of  residence.  Dr.  Taran  proposed  that 
a  maximum  should  be  fixed  for  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  each  place,  whose  limits  should  be  extended 
when  its  population  increased  beyond  the  maximum. 

The  Conference  considered  the  question  to  be  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  arranged  to  discuss  it 
fully  at  its  next  meeting. 


RUMOURS   ABOUT  MINISTERS. 


Rumours  have  again  been  prevalent  of  the  impend- 
ing resignation  of  M.  Kokovtsoff,  the  Premier,  and 
M.  Scheglovitoff,  the  Minister  of  Justice.  As  to 
the  latter  there  seems  to  be  corroboration  of 
the  rumour  in  the  attacks  on  the  Ministers  policy 
at  the  last  sitting  of  the  Council  of  Ministers. 
M.  Scheglovitoff  s  scheme  for  the  introduction  of  a 
new  Civil  Code  was  severely  criticised  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  M.  Kokovtsoff,  while  M.  Tima- 
sheff.  the  Minister  of  Commerce,  made  at  the  same 
fitting  a  sharp  attack  on  M.  Scheglovitoff's  proposals 
with  regard  to  Joint  Stock  Companies.  This  is  all 
the  more  significant  since  hitherto  M.  Kokovtsoff  had 
ob  erved  an  attitude  of  great  moderation  towards  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  whose  influence  was  considered 
to  be  supreme. 

The  rumour  regarding  M.  Kokovtsoff  was  recently 
spread  on  the  Mo-cow  Exchange,  where  it  was  said 
that  he  was  to  be  succeeded  by  M.  Krivoshein,  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture. 


The  Military  Public  Prosecutor  at  Kiev  has  insti- 
tuted an  inquiry  into  the  charges  of  embezzlement 
and  forgery  committed  by  several  officers  of  the 
Mounted  Mining  Division,  whose  paymaster 
has  been  placed  under  arrest. 


Preparations  for  the  Trial  of  Beilis. 

Although  subp<i_nas  have  been  issued  to  the  wit- 
nesses and  experts  whosi  presence  is  required  at  the 
trial  of  Beilis,  these  documents  do  not  intimate  where 
the  trial  is  to  take  place,  since  at  the  time  of  their 
despatch  the  authorities  had  not  yet  finally  decided 
on  the  selection  of  a  hall  large  enough  for  the 
purpose.  It  is  now  stated,  however,  that  the  Minister 
of  Justice  has  ordered  the  trial  to  be  held  in  the  Dis- 
trict Court  itself,  where  the  balcony  is  now  being 
rebuilt  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Press. 

The  jury  empanelled  for  the  coming  session, 
during  which  the  Beilis  case  is  to  be  tried,  is  com- 
posed of  four  men  with  a  university  education,  four- 
teen with  an  intermediate  or  elementary  education, 
fifteen  who  have  not  attended  any  school,  but  who 
have  received  some  domestic  education,  and  three 
who  are  quite  illiterate. 

It  would  be  amusing,  if  the  subject  were  not  so 
tragic,  to  find  the  Novae  Vrcmya  and  similar  organs, 
which  for  two  \  ears  have  carried  on  a  systematic 
agitation  against  Beilis,  now  declaiming  against  the 
tendency  to  judge  the  case  in  advance,  and  thereby 
to  undermine  the  authority  of  the  Court.  The  very 
writer,  however,  who  makes  this  appeal  in  the  Novoc 
Vremya,  so  far  from  practising  what  he  preaches, 
himself  indulges  in  a  farrago  of  absurd  charges  and 
insinuations  against  the  Jews  at  large,  which  must 
apply  to  the  case  of  Reili-  by  implication. 

"  It  is  well  known,"  says  the  writer,  "  that  at  prayer 
the  Jews  trample  upon  the  Christian  faith.  It  is  well 
known  that  it  is  mostly  Christian  girls  who  prepare 
at  their  houses  the  Passover  cakes  that  are  to  be 
consumed  at  home,  while  the  Passover  cake  which  is 
nailed  to  the  door-post,  and  which  is  of  a  special 
shape,  is  in  all  probability  prepared  in  a  different 
manner  and  at  a  different  time.  It  makes  its  appear- 
ance unexpectedly  at  the  Passover  festival,  and  on 
entering  a  house  the  Jews  spit  upon  it.  I  do  not 
wish  to  assert  that  this  Passover  cake  is  made  with 
blood,  but  I  should  like  to  know  the  explanation  of 
this  custom.'' 

The  Kiev  members  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian 
People,  who  seem  to  doubt  their  ability  to  terrorise 
the  witnesses  at  Kiev,  are  circulating  a  petition  for 
the  transfer  of  the  Beilis  trial  to  another  judicial 
district.  They  would  especially  like  the  case  to  be 
heard  in  some  place  wi  ere  trials  are  still  conducted 
without  juries. 

Not  much  union,  however,  prevails  among  the 
"  Unionists :'  themselves,  since  Advocate  Zamyslovsky, 
the  chief  propagator  of  the  blood  accusation  in  the 
columns  of  the  Novoe  Vrcmya,  has  declined  to  act  for 
the  civil  parties  against  Beilis,  owing  to  his  quarrel 
with  his  worthy  colleague,  Advocate  Shmakoff. 

Professor  Strack's  Exposure  of  the  Libel. 

The  Odessa  Novos/i  gives  a  forecast  of  a  treatise 
on  the  Yuschinsky  case  about  to  be  published 
simultaneously  in  Russian  and  German  by  the  well- 
known  ex-pastor  G.  L.  Strack,  Professor  of  Theology 
at  Berlin  University. 

The  first  part  of  the  viork  gives  the  history  of  the 
blood  accusation,  which  originated  in  the  mediaeval 
belief  in  the  curative  properties  of  human  blood  for 
various  diseases.  The  hext  two  parts  deal  with  all 
the  known  cases  of  ritual  crimes  imputed  to  the  [ews 
and  the  reasons  for  which  those  accusations  broke 
down,  special  attention  being  devoted  to  two  cases 
which  were  referred  to  by  Professor  Zalesky,  of 
Kazan. 

The  fourth  part  deals  exclusively  with  the  Yusch- 
insky case,  and  more  especially  with  the  "expert'' 
evidence  of  the  notorious  Roman  Catholic  priest 
Pranaytis,  which  is  based  on  long-exploded  views 
that  crumble  away  at  the  touch  of  scientific  criticism. 

Professor  Strack  throws  a  striking  light  on  the 
ignorance  of  Pranaytis.  whose  evidence  reveals  his 
lack  of  knowledge  of  the  Hebrew  language,  not  to 
mention  that  of  the  Talmud. 


PROPOSED    RESTRICTIONS  ON 
FOREIGNERS. 

In  order  to  prevent  espionage,  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior  is  preparing  a  Bill  which  aims  at  the  exclu- 
sion of  foreigners  from  taking  part  in  afforestation, 
irrigation,  drainage,  and  similar  work  within  the 
Border  Provinces.  The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  also 
proposes  to  direct  Russian  Consuls  abroad  to  be  very 
careful  in  giving  their  visa  to  documents  presented 
by  foreign  subjects  who  wish  to  visit  places  on  the 
frontier,  and  to  institute  strict  inquiries  about  all  such 
persons. 

The  Ministry  for  Foreign  Affairs,  however,  is 
opposing  this  measure,  which  is  said  to  have  been 
inspired  by  General  Sukhomlinoff,  the  Minister  of 
War. 


Conservative    Editors   Bitter  Complaint. 

The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  at  Temryuk,  in 
the  province  of  Kuban,  has  confiscated  all  the  copies 
of  the  JJnajovsky  Kray,  of  Ekaterinodar,  which  have 
reached  the  former  town.  The  reason  for  the  con- 
fiscation is  that  the  issue  in  question  contained  an 
article  commenting  on  the  activity  of  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner himself. 

The  Umskaya  Moha  and  the  Xovuya  Rabokliaya 
Gazcta,  of  St.  Petersburg,  have  been  fined  500 
roubles  and  800  roubles  respectively. 

The  Ulro  Ro^iy,  of  Moscow,  has  been  fined  500 
roubles. 

The  Batiumky  Den,  of  Batum,  has  been  fined  150 
roubles. 

The  editor  of  the  SutHtkf  Vyestnik,  of  Sumy,  in 
the  government  of  Kharkov,  has  been  imprisoned 
owing  to  his  failure  to  pay  a  fine  of  500  roubles. 

The  editor  of  the  Ziemia  Lubelska,  of  Lublin,  has 
been  imprisoned  by  administrative  order  for  three 
months  for  articles  dealing  with  the  schools  question. 

The  editor  of  the  Terek,  of  Vladikavkaz,  in  the 
Caucasus,  has  been  find  150  roubles  for  commenting 
on  the  "  Academists,'  or  bands  of  "  Black  Hundred 
students  who  are  privileged  and  protected  by  the 
authorities. 

The  editor  of  the  Yu:ny  Kray.  of  Kharkov,  has 
been  fined  150  roubles  for  drawing  attention  to 
defects  in  the  arrangement  of  the  Scholastic  Exhibi- 
tion opened  at  Kharkov. 

The  Russkaya  .Vol:  a  has  ceased  publication,  having 
succumbed  to  the  burden  of  the  frequent  fines  to 
which  it  had  been  subjected. 

A   Gloomy  Comparison. 

Prince  Meschersky,  the  editor  of  the  Conservative 
Grajcianin,  dolefully  compares  the  pre?ent  nominal 
liberty  of  the  Press  with  the  former  regime  of  the 
censorship,  which  was  certainly  far  from  ideal.  He 
writes  : — 

"  When  reading  the  daily  list  of  papers  prosecuted 
at  St.  Petersburg  in  addition  to  incurring  a  fine  of 
500  roubles,  which  often  reaches  or  exceeds  half  a 
dozen  cases  of  punishment  in  a  single  day,  one  gets 
the  idea  that  the  newspaper  Press,  irrespective  of 
political  differences,  has  become  a  combine  of  revo- 
lutionary publications,  directed  against  the  authority 
of  the  State.  At  any  rate,  one  must  conclude  that 
the  present  state  of  the  periodical  Press  shows  an 
unprecedentedly  revolutionary  disposition  of  such 
danger  to  the  existence  of  Russia  that  there  remains 
no  oiher  resource  but  to  punish  daily  every  publica- 
tion for  every  criticism  of  any  Government  depart- 
ment. That  is  what  the  ordinary  citizen  cannot  help 
thinking  about  the  Press.  But  when,  in  order  to 
convince  himself  of  the  threatening  character  of  the 
danger,  he  takes  up  the  paper  prosecuted,  he  fre- 
quently experiences  great  difficulty  in  discovering 
the  terrible  article  which  has  caused  the  fine  or 
prosecution. ' 

Prince  Meschersky  compares  the  present  position 
of  the  Press,  with  its  nominal  11  liberty,''  with  that 
enjoyed  under  the  former  severe  system  of  censor- 
ship, when  nobody  dared  sc  much  as  to  utter  the  very 
words  "  Liberty  of  Press."  "  The  old  censorship, " 
he  says,  "  was  much  more  indulgent  than  the  present 
one,  when  500-rouble  fines  and  prosecutions  are 
showered  upon  editors  to  the  magical  accompani- 
ment of  the  words  '  Liberty  of  the  Press,'  which  pro- 
voke the  demoniac  laughter  of  all  the  Jupiters  of  the 
Press  of  every  rank.'' 


JEWS   AND  SHARES. 


In  his  report  to  the  Cabinet  M.  Timasheff,  the 
Minister  of  Commerce,  has  expressed  himself 
against  the  proposals  of  M.  Krivoshein,  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  for  restricting  the  rights  of  Jewish 
shareholders  in  joint-stock  companies,  as  well  as  the 
proposals  of  at.  Maklakoff,  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  for  imposing  restrictions  on  joint-stock 
companies  in  which  Jews  may  hold  shares. 

M.  Timasheff  declares  that  the  measures  proposed 
by  his  colleagues  would  inevitably  ruin  Russia's 
trade.   


AN    EXPULSION  DILEMMA. 


It  is  reported  from  Tashkent  that  the  authorities 
have  resumed  the  expulsion  of  Jews  who  have  emi- 
grated from  Bokhara.  The  Governor  of  Fergana 
has  ordered  400  Jewish  families  settled  in  that 
province  to  sell  their  property  and  to  depart 
within  three  months  for  Bokhara.  The  Bokhara 
authorities,  however,  refuse  to  receive  such  Jews  as 
suhjects  of  their  country.  The  Jews,  who  are  thus 
faced  with  a  cruel  dilemma,  have  sent  a  represen- 
tative to  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  petitioning  for 
a  delay  pending  the  consideration  of  the  question  by 
the  Senate. 
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BEILIS— THE    LATEST  PHASE. 


The  Beilis  case,  -which  is  at  last  about  to  be 
submitted  to  a  court  of  law,  continues  to  furnish 
its  sensations.  The  interview  with  the  President 
of  the  High  Court  of  Kiev,  which  was  repro- 
duced in  our  columns  last  week,  has  aroused  a 
storm  of  execration  in  the  "  patriotic  "  camp, 
and  the  Black  Hundred  newspapers  are  clamour- 
ing for  Senator  Meisner's  dismissal.  So  the 
worthy  President,  apparently  following  the  line 
of  least  resistance,  has  authorised  theofhcial  Eossia 
to  brand  the  interview  as  "  a  complete  inven- 
tion."' The  denial,  however,  comes  a  trifle  too 
late  in  the  day  to  be  quite  convincing  ;  it  has 
too  much  of  the  savour  of  a  sequel  to  the 
thunders  of  the  anti-Semitic  Press.  The  fact  is, 
we  imagine,  that  M.  Meisner,  knowingly  or 
unknowingly,  has  let  the  official  cat  out  of  the 
bag.  The  Ministry  of  Justice,  it  may  be  sur- 
mised, has  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  in  the 
absence  of  any  shred  of  credible  evidence  against 
Beilis,  it  would  be  impossible  to  secure  his  con- 
viction at  an  open  trial,  especially  with  the 
whole  civilised  world  watching  the  case  with  a 
strained  attention.  But  the  authorities  have  to 
save  their  own  face,  and  incidentally  to  appease 
the  passions  of  their  Black  Hundred  friends.  So 
the  idea  was  conceived  of  acquiescing  in  the 
acquittal  of  Beilis  (who,  however,  would  not  be 
in  the  position  of  a  man  who  leaves  the  court 
"  without  a  stain  on  his  character  "J  and  at  the 
same  time  persuading  the  jury  to  stigmatise  the 
crime  as  one  of  "  ritual  murder."  Thus  the 
main  object  of  the  anti-Semites  would  be 
achieved,  and  they  would  be  given  full  licence  in 
future  to  spread  their  abominable  libels  against 
the  Jewish  faith,  and  to  raise  the  cry  of  "ritual 
murder  "  whenever  the  opportunity  offered.  If 
this  hypothesis  is  correct,  it  explains  why  the 
authorities  have  been  so  determined  to  brino-  the 
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case  into  court,  procrastinating  as  their  methods 
have  been,  and  why  the  Kiev  Chamber  of  Indict- 
ments, in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  some  of  its 
members  (including  Senator  Meisner  himself), 
insisted  on  committing  for  trial  a  prisoner  against 
whom  no  real  evidence  was  adduced.  Whether 
the  premature  exposure  of  this  cherished  plan 
will  result  in  its  alteration  is  a  question  we 
cannot  answer  ;  we  are  not  sanguine  enough  to 
believe  that  the  anti-Semites  will  be  baulked  of 
their  prey.  But  the  Minister  of  Justice  must 
find  it  highly  inconvenient  that  his  design  should 
be  given  publicity  in  this  fashion,  and  its  motives 
analysed  before  its  consummation.  Hence  the 
repudiation  in  the  Rossia. 

Looking  back  upon  the  dark  history  of  the 
Beilis  case,  we  find  that  it  was  the  original  inten- 
tion of  the  authorities  to  accuse  their  prisoner  of 
murder,  and  to  make  the  "  ritual  "  character  of 
the  alleged  crime  a  matter  of  implication  (as  far  as 
the  official  indictment  went)  rather  than  of  open 
statement.  At  that  time  it  was  supposed  that 
the  manufacture  of  evidence  against  Beilis  would 
be  a  simple  affair,  and  it  was  intended  to  conduct 
the  trial  behind  closed  doors.  But  the  extra- 
ordinary interest  taken  in  the  case  by  the  world 
at  large  (an  interest  chiefly  aroused  by  the 
notable  protests  organised  in  England,  France, 
and  Germany)  rendered  it  impossible  to  deal  the 
prisoner  a  stab  in  the  dark,  and  it  was  realised 
that  some  outward  show  of  judicial  procedure 


would  have  to  be  observed.  But,  in  spite  of  the 
persecution  of  all  the  detectives  and  other 
investigators  who  had  convinced  themselves  of 
Beilis's  innocence,  the  re  piisite  "  proofs  "  were 
not  forthcoming.  It  the^ifore  became  necessary 
to  adopt  new  methods.  A  fresh  inquiry  was 
made,  and  another  indictment  was  drawn  up. 
The  second  act  of  accusation  differed  very 
materially  from  the  first.  In  it  the  actual  case 
against  Beilis  was  relega  ed  to  the  background, 
attention  being  concentrated  upon  the  alleged 
"  ritual  "  character  of  the  crime  ;  and  for  this 
purpose  the  conclusions  Professor  Sikorsky 
and  the  inventive  genii,  s  of  the  priest  Pra- 
naytis  were  brought  in'o  prominence.  That 
is  how  the  affair  stances  to-day.  It  matters 
nothing  that  the  most  cultured  and  representa- 
tive opinion  of  the  civilised  world  has  denounced 
the  blood  accusation  as  ar  atrocious  libel,  resting 
upon  not  a  scrap  of  fo  nidation.  It  matters 
nothing  that,  even  were  a  Jewish  "  ritual 
murder  "  conceivable,  the  most  famous  medico- 
legal experts  of  Europe,  having  examined  the 
material  of  the  Yuschimky  case,  have  declared 
that  the  crime  of  which  .Seilis  is  accused  could 
not  possibly  have  been  committed  for  ritual  pur- 
poses. The  Russian  Ministry  of  Justice  is  intent 
on  branding  the  Jewish  faith  with  the  foulest 
charge  that  could  possibly  be  levelled  against  a 
religious  community  —a  charge  which  even  in 
mediaeval  times  the  hf,ads  of  the  Christian 
Chmvh  r<vj«j«te<1  in-2iajsMi£2itii 'v>  terras  Tf  the 
new  official  plan  of  campaign  succeeds,  we 
shudder  to  think  of  the  fate  of  the  Jewish  people 
in  Russia.  It  was  deplorable  enough  when 
popular  prejudice  and  superstition,  fostered  by 
political  agitators,  raised  now  and  again  this 
terrible  cry.  If  the  hunt  is  now  to  be  led  by  the 
Government  itself,  no  Jew  will  be  safe  wherever 
a  murder  is  committed,  and  the  makers  of 
pogroms  will  have  a  large  and  fruitful  fi  eld  for 
their  infamous  activities. 


THE  PREMIER. 


Persistent   Rumours  of  M. 

Resignation. 


Kokovtsoff's 


The  Golos  Moskvy  is  informed  "  on  trustworthy 
authority"  that  on  his  return  from  the  unveiling  of 
the  Stolypin  memorial  at  Kiev  M.  Kokovtsoff  will  be 
replaced  in  the  Premiership  by  M.  Krivoshein,  the 
present  Minister  of  Agriculture.  The  latter  has 
recently  been  visiting  the  Tsar  at  Livadia. 

According  to  the  same  authority,  M.  Kokovtsoff's 
involuntary  retirement  is  shortly  to  be  followed  by 
that  of  M.  Maklakoff,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  as 
soon  as  that  official  has  become  properly  qualified  for 
appointment  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  State. 


PRISON  ATROCITIES. 


THE   STOLYPIN  MEMORIAL. 


Referring  to  the  erection  of  the  monument  to  the 
late  M.  Stolypin  at  Kiev,  Prince  Meschersky  writes 
in  the  Conservative  Grajdanin  : — 

"  They  talk  of  a  memorial  in  the  name  of  Russia, 
whose  people  never  endorsed  Stolypin's  policy,  either 
in  his  lifetime  or  after  nis  death.  They  talk  of  a 
memorial  raised  by  Kiev,  which  had  no  connection 
whatever  with  the  dead  statesman.  They  talk  of  a 
memorial  created  by  a  crowd  of  Nationalists.  This 
is,  indeed,  even  worse  than  an  irresponsible  false- 
hood, since  the  name  of  Nationalist  has  come  to 
denote  in  Russia  something  that  is  despised  by  all 
her  people  to  such  a  degree  that  to  acknowledge  the 
Stolypin  memorial  as  the  work  of  these  Nationalists 
is  to  cover  the  untarnished  name  of  Stolypin  with 
lasting  infamy." 


Political   Prisoner's    Grim  Recollections. 

The  Russkoe  Bogatstvo  is  publishing  the  recollec- 
tions of  M.  Voytinsky,  a  former  student,  who  was 
sentenced  to  four  years'  penal  servitude  for  being  a 
member  of  the  Social  Democratic  party,  and  who, 
after  having  served  his  sentence,  was  sent  into 
perpetual  exile. 

M.  Voytinsky  grimly  describes  the  "amusements'' 
of  the  inferior  authorities  of  the  convict  prison  to 
which  he  was  consigned. 

"  With  trampling  feet,  noisy  exclamations,  and 
coarse  laughter,"  he  writes,  "  a  gang  of  warders  came 
up  the  stairs,  after  which  everything  became  inaudible 
behind  the  thick  walls.  Then  they  turned  into  a 
side  corridor,  and  entered  one  of  the  cells.  Now  one 
could  distinguish  shouts,  resounding  blows,  sobs, 
and  the  clatter  of  chains,  which  soon  grew  louder 
and  came  nearer.  Something  heavy  was  rolling 
down  the  stairs,  accompanied  by  the  clanking  of 
chains.  The  whole  prison  resounded  with  the  loud 
despairing  cry  :    '  Oh!  they  are  killing  me  ! ' 

"  The  hollow  sound  of  blows  is  heard  from  below, 
to  which  a  voice  seems  to  keep  time,  saying  :  '  Shout 
away  !  Go  on  shouting,  you  carrion  ! '  Somebody 
cries  out :  '  Kill  at  once,  executioners,  but  do  not 
torture.'  To  which  the  chief  warder  Volkoff's  voice 
is  heard  to  shriek  in  reply:  1  Quiet  !  I  will  make 
dog's  meat  of  all  of  you.'  " 

Savagery   in   the  Hospital. 

At  that  time  M.  Voytinsky  only  heard  the  thrash- 
ings, as  he  was  then  confined  to  the  infirmary  :  but 
later  on  he  both  witnessed  and  experienced  them 
himself.  He  describes  the  cruelties  practised  on  a 
consumptive  workman  named  Borissoff,  who  occu- 
pied the  bed  next  to  him  in  the  infirmary  : — ■ 

"  The  door  was  opened,  and  the  gang  of  warders 
rushed  into  the  ward,  headed  by  Volkoff,  who 
seemed  to  be  quite  drunk.  He  held  himself  firmly 
upright,  however,  expanding  his  chest  in  military 
fashion,  while  some  of  the  warders  were  reeling 
about.  Among  their  red,  perspiring  faces  one  could 
distinguish  a  few  that  were  quite  pale,  with  frightened, 
puzzled  eyes. 

"  '  Beat  him  ! '  commanded  the  chief  warder, 
pointing  at  Borissoff.  The  latter  was  then  standing 
close  to  his  bed,  tall  and  as  thin  as  a  skeleton,  and 
his  face  turned  white.  He  stood  motionless,  and 
resembled  more  a  corpse  than  a  living  being,  while 
even  the  characteristic  flush  of  the  consumptive  had 
disappeared  from  his  pointed  cheekbones.  He  was 
approached  by  two  warders — the  tall,  stout,  and 
heavy  Archipoff  and  the  lean,  black-moustached 
Cossack  Leschoff.  Archipoff  seized  Borissoff  by  the 
shoulder  and  dragged  his  body  towards  him,  while 
Leschoff  struck  a  blow  on  the  patient's  face  with  his 
fist,  and  with  his  whole  might.  Borissoff  staggered, 
and  his  face  was  covered  with  blood.  He  neither  cried 
out  nor  groaned,  and  made  no  attempt  whatever  to 
defend  himself.  He  merely  asked  in  a  low  voice, 
'  What  for  ? ' 

" '  Quiet,  you  rascal  !    Don't  talk  !    Beat  away.' 
Beaten   and  Kicked. 

"  Archipoff  dragged  the  prisoner  to  the  middle  of 
the  ward  and  held  him  by  both  arms,  while  Leschoff 
and  two  other  warders  struck  him  on  the  face  and 
head  with  their  fists.  Volkoff  kicked  Borissoff  twice 
in  the  stomach,  and  then  began  to  belabour  his 
victim  on  the  head  and  shoulders  with  the  handle  of 
his  glittering,  heavy  weapon. 

"  Borissoff  crouched  under  the  blows,  groaning 
feebly.  The  beating  went  on  in  silence.  Only  the 
sounds  of  the  blows  and  the  suppressed  groans  of 
Borissoff  were  to  be  heard.  Volkoff,  however, 
shrieked  now  and  again  with  rage  and  excitement, 
while  Archipoff,  who  was  holding  the  prisoner,  kept 
on  whispering  the  admonishment  :  '  Won't  you  stand 
still  ?  Stand  straight,  I  tell  you ;  don't  wriggle 
about.'  The  prisoner  was  then  thrown  on  the  floor 
and  kicked.  At  last  Volkoff  gave  the  order  :  '  That 
will  do.  Carry  the  beast  to  the  punishment-cell. 
There  he  will  get  a  rest.'  " 

The  well-known  Russian  dramatist  Simon  Yush- 
kevitch,  who  is  a  Jew,  has  been  refused  permission 
by  the  Prefect  of  Moscow  to  visit  that  city  for  the 
purpose  of  concluding  negotiations  with  theatrical 
managers  for  the  production  of  his  latest  play. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


WHAT    THE    PEOPLE  WANT. 


Prohibited  Electoral  Mandates  from  the 
Masses. 


UNPUBLISHED  DOCUMENTS. 


I. 

When  the  independent  Press  and  other  organs  of 
public  opinion  in  Russia  define  their  attitude  towards 
the  present  despotic  and  reactionary  rigime,  pointing 
out  the  necessity  of  radical  changes  in  the  political 
system  of  the  country,  the  Government  and  the  pub- 
licists in  its  pay  are  fond  of  objecting  that  the 
demands  for  reform  do  not  emanate  from  the  people, 
but  are  an  artificial  product  conceived  in  the  minds 
of  the  intellectuals,  who  are  strangers  to  the  people. 
The  people  themselves,  we  are  assured  bv  the 
Ministerial  Press,  do  not  entertain  the  thought  of 
any  alterations  in  the  political  regime.  Revolutionary 
and  Constitutional  demands,  we  are  told,  are  the 
invention  of  small  groups  and  circles  of  agitators, 
and  do  not  represent  an  organic  need  of  the  popular 
masses  themselves. 

The  question  then  arises,  What  in  reality  do  the 
masses  want  ?  What  are  the  aspirations  of  the 
people  themselves  ? 

Electors  aDd  Deputies. 

For  a  reply  to  this  question  excellent  material  is  pro- 
vided by  the  so  called  nakazy,  or  electors'  mandates. 
Just  as  in  France  in  1789,  at  the  elections  to  the 
States-General,  the  populace  drew  up  the  famous 
caliiers,  in  which  it  set  out  its  needs  and  troubles  and 
gave  hints  to  its  representatives,  so  in  1906  and  1907, 
at  the  elections  to  the  first  two  Dumas,  the  popula- 
tion of  the  Russian  Empire  presented  its  deputies 
with  these  nakazy,  in  which  it  indicated  the  causes  and 
the  details  of  its  discontent,  and  formulated  its  various 
economic  and  political  desires. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  drafting  and 
presentation  of  the  nakazy  was  no  easy  matter,  and 
not  without  danger  for  the  electors.  Although  the 
Government  had  summoned  the  population  of  the 
country  to  elect  representatives,  at  the  same  time  it 
directed  all  its  efforts  towards  rendering  it  impossible 
for  these  representatives  to  express  the  genuine  will 
of  their  electors,  and  towards  preventing  any  perma- 
nent and  living  connection  between  the  constitu- 
encies and  the  deputies.  "  Untrustworthy  '  citizens 
who  had  made  themselves  guilty  of  drawing  up  or 
signing  a  nakaz  to  their  deputy  were  everywhere 
subjected  to  searches  by  the  police,  followed  by  acts 
of  persecution.  When,  on  the  dispersion  of  the 
second  Duma,  searches  were  made  at  the  residences 
of  the  Left  deputies,  the  gendarmes  and  theOkhrana 
agents  were  particularly  bent  on  ferreting  out  nakazy, 
letters,  and  complimentary  addresses  from  the 
electors.  The  receipt  of  such  communications 
figured  as  the  chief  count  in  the  indictment  of  the 
Labour  members  of  the  second  Duma.  In  the 
demand  for  the  surrender  of  fifty-five  Social  Demo- 
cratic deputies  presented  by  the  late  M.  Stolypin 
to  the  second  Duma  those  deputies  were  charged 
with  having  "  received  nakazy  from  troop  units  of 
theWilna  and  St.  Petersburg  garrisons,"  and  with 
having  "collected  the  revolutionary  demands  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  population." 

A  Shower  of  Mandates. 

But,  in  spite  of  all  the  Government  prohibitions 
and  persecutions,  the  electors  were  eager  to  com- 
municate with  their  deputies.  The  Left  deputies 
of  the  first  two  Dumas  were  overwhelmed  with 
telegrams,  letters,  greetings,  and  mandates  from 
every  corner  of  the  country,  and  from  the  most 
varied  elements  among  the  many  millions  of  the 
popular  masses.  From  the  Northern  Dvina  and  from 
the  Caucasus  ;  from  the  Baltic  region  and  from  the 
I  1  al  ;  from  the  shores  of  the  Volga  and  from  distant 
Siberia ;  from  the  village  peasant  and  from  the 
metropolitan  proletarian  ;  from  the  artisan  and  from 
the  commercial  employee;  from  the  political  exile 
and  from  the  Cossack  of  the  Don  ;  from  the  soldier 
and  from  the  sailor— from  every  quarter  expres- 
sions of  the  popular  dssires  and  demands  were 
showered  upon  the  Duma.  The  letters  and  the 
mandates  of  the  electors  thus  rejected  the  state  of 
mind  of  the  various  classes  of  the  population  during 
the  period  of  the  first  two  Dumas  (1906  and  1907). 
1  he  electors'  mandatesare  the  authentic  and  genuine 
voice  of  the  popular  masses  themselves. 

II. 

How  is  the  general  condition  of  Russia  described 
in  these  mandates  ? 

"  The  country  is  ruined  and  stands  on  the  brink  of 
destruction,"  write  the  workmen  of  the  town  of 
Kineshma,  Ko:troma. 

"  Arbitrariness  and  violence  have  reached  their 
highest  pitch,'  declares  the  mandate  of  the 
employees  at  Ding  -,  factory,  in  St.  Petersburg. 

"  I  he  people  are  worn  out  by  starvation  and 
suffering  The  Russian  land  is  groaning,  drenched 
in  blood,  gripped  in  the  vice  of  autocracy  and 


choked  by  a  whole  forest  of  gallows,"  runs  the  man- 
date issuing  from  the  Sormov  works,  near  Nijni. 

The  Phantom  of  Death. 

In  their  "resolution"  passed  on  the  occasion  of 
electing  a  deputy,  the  peasants  of  the  Kiynsk  Canton, 
in  the  Kyelo/.ersk  district  of  Novgorod,  make  the 
following  declaration  :  — 

"The  condition  of  the  lower  classes — viz.,  the 
peasantry,  the  urban  and  rural  workmen,  and 
the  poor  intellectuals — has  become  unbearable. 
Everywhere  heartrending  groans  are  to  be  heard, 
and  the  hovering  phantom  of  death  is  seen.  The 
plunder  of  the  people  s  money  and  the  abuses  of 
authority  on  the  part  of  officials  have  reached 
terrifying  proportions. " 
The  condition  of  the  peasantry  is  especially  hard. 
A  memorial  presented  to  the  second  Duma  by  the 
subordinate  employees  on  the  Nicholas  Railway  (St. 
Petersburg-Moscow)  thus  describes  the  treatment  of 
the  peasants  by  the  landowners  : — 

"  You  [the  squires]  look  upon  the  peasant  as 
something  worse  than  a  useless  dog,  to  whom 
one  throws  a  gnawed  crust  of  bread  so  that  it 
shall  not  growl  and  go  mad  with  hunger.  There 
only  remains  one  thing  that  you  want — to  restore 
serfdom,  your  former  joy.  But  the  people  have 
not  forgotten  the  old  song.  It  is  difficult  to 
catch  a  bird  once  released  from  its  cage." 

"  Utterly  Ruined." 

The  memorial  then  proceeds  to  describe  the  posi- 
tion of  the  peasant  at  the  time  of  the  abolition  of 
serfdom  : — 

"  He  received  as  an  allotment  nothing  but 
stony  or  marshy  ground,  impassable  tracts  devoid 
of  vegetation,  trees,  or  meadow-land,  and  unfit 
for  ploughing.  The  good  land  was  appropriated 
entirely  by  the  squires  among  the  nobility  and 
gentry.  They  are  not  made  to  pa}'  taxes,  whose 
whole  burden  is  cast  upon  the  poor  people. 
Every  one  in  authority  sets  his  foot  upon  the 
neck  of  the  poor  people,  before  whom  he  plays 
the  part  of  God  and  Tsar,  and  does  whatever 
he  likes.  They  have  thus  utterly  ruined  the  poor 
people.  How  many  children  are  now  roaming 
the  country  as  beggars  ?  They  walk  about  cold 
and  starving,  naked  and  bare-footed.  The  poor 
peasant  has  been  turned  into  a  beggar,  and  is 
charged  into  the  bargain  with  being  unwilling  to 
work  and  with  running  away  from  the  land. 
But  what  is  he  to  work  at  when  he  has  nothing 
left  to  him,  and  has  neither  food  nor  fuel,  with 
the  result  that  there  is  nothing  for  him  to  do  but 
rob  or  steal  ?  A  f,r^nf  man  thus  turns  bad,  and 
becomes  like  a  beast  of  prey.  Are  only  the  rich 
human  beings,  while  the  poor  are  mere  cattle  ? 
Have  we  not  all  been  created  by  God  after  His 
own  image  and  likeness  ?  Has  the  Lord  created 
the  earth  only  for  princes  and  squires  ? " 

G.  Alexixsky. 

(To  be  continued.) 


"  NATIONALISATION  "  OF  TRADE. 

Government's  Significant  List  of 
Questions  for  Manufacturers. 

The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  issued,  through 
the  police,  a  significant  list  of  questions  addressed  to 
all  the  manufacturers  of  the  Empire. 

Apart  from  statistics  of  a  purely  economic 
character,  information  is  required  as  to  whether  the 
manager  of  each  business  is  a  Russian,  a  Jew,  or  a 
foreigner.  Another  question  imposes  on  manufac- 
turers the  obligation  of  making  investigations  which 
lie  quite  outside  the  scope  and  duties  of  their  busi- 
ness. They  are  required  to  state  the  number  of  Jews 
or  foreigners  inhabiting  their  neighbourhood,  together 
with  the  extent  of  the  area  occupied  by  them. 

The  implicit  faith  placed  by  the  Government 
statisticians  in  the  candour  and  truthfulness  of  the 
manufacturers  is  evidenced  by  the  following  ques- 
tion : — 

"What  is  the  influence  of  your  factory  on  the  local 
population  ?  Does  it  provide  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbourhood  with  adequate  remuneration,  or  does 
it  exploit  the  population  ?  " 

The  following  leading  question  speaks  for  itself  : — 

"  Is  there  to  be  observed  any  injurious  influence 
exercised  by  the  Jews  on  the  local  population, 
especially  on  the  rural  inhabitants,  and,  if  so,  in  what 
form  is  that  influence  manifested  ?" 

These  inquiries  seem  to  indicate  that  the  question 
of  the  "  nationalisation  "  of  trade  is  seriously  engaging 
the  attention  of  the  Government. 


The  Senate  has  ruled  that  Jewish  chemists,  dentists, 
medical  assistants,  and  miclwivcs  possess  the 
undoubted  right  of  residence  beyond  the  Pale.  This, 
however,  is  only  on  condition  that  they  practise  their 
own  profession,  and  they  are  strictly  forbidden  to 
engage  in  any  other  pursuit. 


THE    BLOOD  ACCUSATION 


The  Mei  sner  Interview  and  After. 


Nearly  a  week  after  the  publication  in  the  RtU$koe 
Slovu  of  the  interview  on  the  Beilis  case  with  Senator 
Meisner,  President  of  the  High  Court  of  Kiev,  the 
Rostia,  the  Ministerial  organ,  has  published  a  letter 
from  a  Kiev  correspondent,  who  states  that  he  is 
authorised  by  Senator  Meisner  to  declare  the  inter- 
view, as  reported  in  the  Press,  to  be  "  a  complete 
invention."  In  particular  the  correspondent  repu- 
diates the  utterances  attributed  to  M.  Meisner  witn 
regard  to  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution. 

The  Press,  however,  gives  no  credence  to  this 
private  communication  of  an  anonymous  corre- 
spondent, while  the  official  Information  Bureau, 
which  is  generally  so  eager  to  issue  denials  of  any 
inconvenient  facts,  remains  obstinately  mute  on  the 
subject,  as  does  the  Rossia  itself.  Even  the  Black 
Hundred  Press,  while  welcoming  the  denial,  is  satis- 
fied neither  with  its  confused  form  nor  with  the 
manner  of  its  publication. 

As  for  the  Russkoe  Slovo,  its  correspondent,  A.  A. 
Antonoff,  maintains  the  absolute  accuracy  of  his 
report  of  the  interview,  with  the  exception  of  a 
single  word  which  was  wrongly  transmitted,  but 
which  did  not  alter  the  sense  of  the  passage  in  which 
it  occurred. 

"A  Difficult  Task." 

Writing  in  the  Retell  on  the  subject  of  the  Meisner 
interview,  M.  Levin  observes  that  the  President  of 
the  High  Court  is  endeavouring  to  perform  the  very 
difficult  and  delicate  task  of  drawing  a  line  of 
demarcation  between  the  Black  Hundred  agitation 
and  official  "  justice."  Nobody,  he  says,  need  be 
surprised  that  even  so  clever  a  man  as  Senator 
Meisner  has  failed  to  accomplish  this  feat.  M. 
Meisner  himself  clearly  realises  the  hoplessness  of 
his  undertaking,  and  sets  himself  to  apologise  111 
ad  vance  for  the  conduct  of  the  trial,  asking  indul- 
gence for  the  inability  of  the  Judge  to  interfere  with 
the  actions  of  Zamyslovsky,  Shmakoff,  and  their 
friends.  Justice  does  not  see  its  way  to  detach  itself 
from  the  close  embrace  of  these  individuals,  but 
already  it  is  finding  itself  in  an  uncomfortable 
position. 

The  Russkoe  Znamya,  the  organ  of  the  Union  of 
Russian  People,  predicts  the  dismissal  of  Senator 
Meisner,  who  has  "  thrown  down  a  challenge  to  the 
whole  patriotic  camp." 

The  Zemsehiaa  urges  the  Government  to  remove 
Senator  Meisner  immediately  from  Kiev  in  order  to 
prevent  his  "pernicious"  influence  on  the  court, 
since  it  is  known  that  he  was  one  of  the  two  Judges 
who  opposed  the  committal  of  Beilis  for  trial.  The 
same  paper  demands  as  an  alternative,  if  not  as  an 
additional  measure,  a  change  of  venue  for  the  trial. 

The  Trial  and  the  Press. 

The  Den,  of  St.  Petersburg,  confirms  the  rumour 
that  a  report  on  the  Beilis  case  has  been  presented 
by  the  Public  Prosecutor,  M.  Tchaplinskv,  to  the 
Ministry  of  Justice.  According  to  that  paper,  M. 
Tchaphnsky  was  mainly  occupied  in  consulting  the 
chief  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Justice  with  regard 
to  the  external  conditions  under  which  the  trial  is  to 
take  place,  including  the  question  as  to  the  facilities  to 
be  accorded  to  the  Press.  In  this  respect  there  is  a 
tendency  in  St.  Petersburg  to  limit  the  attendance 
of  the  Press  as  far  as  possible  on  the  ground  that, 
with  the  admission  of  150  correspondents,  the 
number  of  reporters  would  exceed  that  of  the  general 
public. 

According  to  the  Russkoe  Znamya  the  Ministry  of 
Justice  has  forwarded  to  the  Kiev  District  Court  a 
number  of  books  and  pamphlets  which  are  supposed 
to  bear  on  the  subject  of  "  ritual  "  murders,  including 
a  translation  of  the  Talmud. 

According  to  the  same  paper  the  question  as  to 
the  admission  of  Press  correspondents  to  the  trial  is 
to  be  decided  by  a  Commission  which  is  about  to  be 
despatched  to  Kiev  by  the  Ministry  of  Justice.  In  a 
later  statement  the  Russkoe  Znamya  asserts  that  M. 
Scheglovitoff  will  attend  the  trial  in  person,  and  that 
only  the  coi  respondents  of  the  local  and  metropolitan 
Press  and  of  five  foreign  papers  will  be  admitted. 

Rumoured  Postponement  of  the  Trial. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Kiev  District  Court 
refused  to  summon  the  greatest  living  authority  on 
Jewish  religious  literature,  Professor  Strack  of  Berlin, 
as  an  expert  at  the  trial  of  Beilis,  but  allowed  Pro- 
fessor Troitsky  to  be  called.  It  is  now  stated,  how- 
ever, that  the  authorities  of  the  Clerical  Academy  will 
not  allow  Professor  Troitsky  to  appear  at  the  trial. 
In  these  circumstances  no  evidence  would  be 
forthcoming  in  court  to  refute  the  monstrous  allega- 
tions of  the  Roman  Catholic  priest  Pranaytis,  who  is 
the  Government's  theological  "expert." 

A  telegram  from  Kiev  to  the  Gohs  Moskvy  states 
that  this  circumstance  will  lead  to  a  postponement 
of  the  trial,  since  the  court  will  have  to  appoint  a 
substitute  for  Professor  Troitsky. 
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WBLL  ON  THH  PERSECUTION  OP  THE  VaUDOIB. 


NOTES. 


Octobrists  and  Nationalists. 

The  suggested  formation  of  a  Nationalist- 
Octobrist-Progressist  bloc  in  the  Duma,  which 
appears  to  enjoy  Ministerial  favour,  is  hardly 
likely  to  materialise  any  more  successfully  than 
did  a  somewhat  similar  project  that  was  mooted 
at  Kiev  exactly  two  years  ago.  Then  it  was  the 
funeral  of  M.  Stolypin  that  brought  the  deputies 
together  ;  now  it  is  the  unveiling  of  a  memorial 
to  the  late  Premier  that  provides  the  opportunity. 
On  the  former  occasion  the  Nationalists  did 
succeed  in  arriving  at  an  understanding  with  the 
Right  wing  of  the  Octobrists,  but,  as  the  pro- 
jected union  was  strenuously  opposed  by  the  Left 
section  of  the  party,  the  conference  came  to 
nothing.  Another  attempt  to  form  a  working 
majority  of  a  similar  composition  was  set  on  foot 
last  session  in  the  present  Duma.  This  time  the 
Government  was  made  privy  to  the  scheme,  but 
ao-ain,  although  the  Right  Octobrists  were  willino- 
enough  to  agree  to  the  Nationalist  terms,  the 
opposition  of  the  Left,  who  form  a  majority  in 
their  own  party,  proved  insurmountable.  Since 
the  unveiling  of  the  Stolypin  memorial  was 
attended  only  by  the  Right  Octobrists,  the  pro- 
spect of  any  practical  arrangement  of  an  alliance 
being  effected  on  this  occasion  is  looked  upon 
with  scepticism. 

Irreconcilable  Differences. 

In  point  of  fact  the  political  differences 
between  the  real  Octobrists  and  the  Nationalists 
are  exceedingly  great,  and  probably  irrecon- 
cilable. Whereas,  for  instance,  the  Nationalists 
would  not  stick  at  anything  to  bring  about  the 
resignation  of  the  Premier,  the  Octobrists  regard 
M.  Kokovtsoff  as  the  only  member  of  the 
Government  whom  they  can  readily  support. 
It  is  to  him  that  they  attribute  the  partial 
abolition  of  the  Exceptional  Regulations,  and 
they  look  to  him  to  extend  this  reform  in  time 
to  other  localities.  Further,  they  rely  upon  the 
Premier's  co-operation  in  carrying  through  the 
scheme  of  zemstvo  reform,  to  which  they  attach 
the  highest  importance,  on  a  democratic  basis  ; 
the  Nationalists,  on  the  other  hand,  who  repre- 
sent the  interests  of  the  big  landowners,  demand 
that  the  franchise  qualification  for  the  zemstvos 
shall  be  based  on  the  possession  of  large  estates. 
In  spite,  however,  of  the  wide  gulf  that  sepa- 
rates the  two  parties,  the  Nationalists  affect  to 
be  hopeful  of  arriving  at  a  working  compromise  ; 
apparently  they  rely  upon  the  efforts  of  the 
Ministers  who  have  gone  to  Kiev  for  the 
unveiling  ceremony.  It  may  be  taken  for 
granted  that  the  Government,  whom  the  absence 
of  a  coherent  majority  in  the  Duma  must 
seriously  embarrass,  will  make  every  effort  to 
bring  the  negotiations  to  a  successful  issue,  and 
will  ply  the  Octobrists  with  arguments  for 
which  bribery  would  not  be  too  unkind  a  term. 
But  in  the  absence  of  the  Left  wing  of  the  party 
nothing  practical  can  be  effected  at  Kiev,  and, 
when  the  subject  is  reopened  in  St.  Petersburg, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  next  Duma  session,  we 


shall  be  exceedingly  surprised  if  either  the 
Government's  or  the  Nationalists'  hopes  are 
satisfied. 

The  Voice  of  the  People. 

It  is  a  favourite  practice  in  Russian  Ministerial 
circles,  whenever  the  question  of  constitutional 
and  social  reform  is  broached,  to  declare  that  the 
demand  for  change  does  not  emanate  from  the 
great  masses  of  the  population,  but  is  merely  a 
product  of  political  activitj-  on  the  part  of  a 
small  group  of  "  intellectuals."  The  history  of 
the  Revolution  and  the  composition  of  the  first 
two  Dumas  should  be  sufficient  refutation  in 
themselves  of  so  preposterous  an  assertion. 
But,  as  the  fiction  continues  to  be  put  forward, 
it  is  as  well  that  proofs  of  the  most  palpable 
kind  should  be  forthcoming  to  show  that  among 
the  people  themselves  the  demand  for  reform  is 
both  vital  and  articulate.  These  proofs  take  the 
form  of  written  mandates  (for  which  the 
Russian  name  is  uakazy)  drawn  up  by  the 
electors  and  presented  to  their  representatives  in 
the  Duma.  The  practice  is  prohibited  by  the 
authorities,  who  scent  danger  to  the  State  in 
any  interchange  of  ideas  between  deputies  and 
their  constituents.  Nevertheless  hundreds  of 
these  suppressed  documents  are  in  existence,  and 
in  a  series  of  articles  which  M.  Gregoire  Alexin- 
sky,  the  well-known  publicist  and  former  member 
of  the  Duma,  is  contributing  to  our  columns, 
they  are  now  published  for  the  first  time.  Naive 
in  thought,  and  simple  in  their  language,  thev 
arrest  attention  by  reason  of  the  evident  strength 
of  the  convictions  underlying  them,  and  the 
picture  they  present  of  the  misery  in  which  the 
masses  live  is  heartrending  in  the  extreme. 
"  Are  only  the  rich  human  beings,  while  the 
poor  are  mere  cattle  ?  Have  we  not  all 
been  created  by  God  after  His  own  image  and 
likeness  ?  "  ask  the  workers  on  the  St.  Peters- 
burg-Moscow Railway.  The  extracts  we  shall 
give  during  the  next  few  weeks  from  these 
intensely  human  documents  will  dispose  once 
and  for  all  of  a  peculiarly  audacious  affectation 
cherished  by  the  bureaucracy. 

Overcrowded  Gaols. 

According  to  the  statistics  compiled  by  the 
Ministry  of  Justice,  crime  in  Russia  is  still  on 
the  increase ;  at  least,  there  is  every  year  an 
increasing  number  of  prisoners,  which  is  not 
quite  the  same  thing.  On  an  average  day  the 
prison  population  now  numbers  194,418,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  during  next  year  this  figure  will 
rise  to  210,000.  No  doubt  the  estimate  will 
prove  sufficiently  correct ;  a  glance  at  the  figures 
for  the  last  few  years  shows  that  there  has  been 
constant  augmentation,  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  progression  will  not  be  main- 
tained. It  may  appear  curious  on  the  surface 
that,  at  a  time  when  the  country  is  officially 
declared  "  pacified,"  the  volume  of  criminality 
should  be  growing  in  this  fashion — greatly  out 
of  proportion  to  the  increase  in  the  population. 
Has  the  effect  of  the  vindication  of  the  bureau- 
cratic might  been  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  the 
masses  ?  We  do  not  think  that  the  Russian  people 
are  any  more  criminally  disposed  to-day  than 
they  ever  were,  and  we  are  therefore  compelled  to 
look  elsewhere  for  an  explanation  of  this  pheno- 
menon. 

Police  and  Prisoners. 

We  believe  that  the  answer  to  the  riddle  is  to 
be  found  in  the  police  statistics.  In  1897,  when 
the  average  daily  number  of  prisoners  was  about 
77,000,  the  police  force,  according  to  the  official 
census,  numbered  104,500 — a  figure  which  does 
not  include  many  thousands  of  officials  belong- 
ing to  special  branches.  Thus  in  that  year  there 
were  close  upon  two  policemen  for  every  prisoner 
in  Russia.  During  the  next  ten  years,  it  is  com- 
puted, the  number  of  police  officials  doubled 
itself  ;  and,  since  in  that  year  the  average  prison 


population  was  138,000,  the  same  ratio  still 
obtained.  That,  probably,  is  also  the  case  to-day. 
All  these  years  the  bureaucracy  has  been  con- 
stantly adding  to  the  forces  at  its  disposal, 
partly  for  its  own  protection  against  the  army  of 
progress,  and  partly  in  order  to  convey  the  State 
funds  into  its  own  pockets.  This  continual 
increase  has  had  to  find  for  itself  some  ostensible 
justification,  and  therefore  the  appearance  of  an 
advancing  wave  of  criminality  has  been  artificially 
produced.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
greater  number  of  those  detained  in  the  Russian 
prisons  are  "political"  offenders,  and  in  Russia 
this  class  of  crime  is  particularly  easy  of  manu- 
facture. Hence  what  the  statistics  furnished 
by  the  Ministry  of  Justice  amount  to  is,  not  that 
the  number  criminals  is  increasing,  but  that 
more  people  are  getting  arrested. 


POLICE-STATION  SCANDALS. 

St.   Petersburg  Cells   Worse  than 
Cattlesheds. 


Town  Councillor  N.  P.  Zelenko  has  appealed  to 
the  Mayor  of  St.  Petersburg  to  take  immediate  steps 
towards  the  improvement  of  the  metropolitan  police- 
stations. 

M.  Zelenko  declares  that  cattle-sheds  are  superior 
to  the  cells  he  inspected  at  the  police-stations  on  the 
evening  of  September  13th.  The  "  sobering-down  " 
wards  were  the  worst  of  all.  In  the  Spasskaya  division 
he  found  some  fifty  persons  in  a  ward  designed  to  hold 
fifteen.  It  is  beyond  his  power  to  describe  what 
went  on  in  that  ward.  Half-naked  inebriates,  some 
of  them  even  without  shirts,  lay  heaped  upon  the 
cold  floor  wallowing  in  pools  of  sewage.  The  atmo- 
sphere was  so  vile  that  one  could  only  be  surprised 
that  the  people  were  not  suffocated,  the  more  so 
since  there  was  no  ventilation  of  any  kind.  Many 
lay  motionless,  seemingly  in  a  semi-unconscious  con- 
dition, while  those  who  had  retained  the  power  of 
motion  were  fighting  among  themselves.  They 
found  similar  conditions  at  the  Alexandro-Neva 
divisional  station,  but  the  Moscow  division  was  the 
worst  of  all.  According  to  official  statistics,  70,000 
inebriates  are  detained  in  St.  Petersburg  every  year. 

The  wards  for  the  other  classes  of  prisoners  are 
not  much  better,  700  persons  being  confined  in  the 
Spasskaya  division  in  wards  designed  to  hold  250. 
According  to  the  testimony  of  the  police  authorities, 
the  prisoners  frequently  faint  for  want  of  air. 


A   "  GENDARMERIE  POLICY." 


Octobrist    Dissatisfaction    with  the 
Government. 


The  official  report  of  the  Octobrist  party  on  its 
work  in  the  fourth  Duma  has  been  issued.  It  refers 
to  the  Government's  domestic  policy,  and  states  that 
the  activity  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  may  best 
be  described  as  a  gendarmerie  policy. 

The  Government's  attitude  towards  civil  liberties, 
continues  the  report,  may  be  clearly  gathered  from 
the  bacchanalia  of  administrative  fines  and  prosecu- 
tions indulged  in  at  the  expense  of  the  Press,  which 
is  looked  upon  by  the  Administration  as  its  irrecon- 
cilable enemy  instead  of  as  a  useful  ally  in  political 
work.  Arbitrary  and  illegal  actions  are  increasing 
among  the  local  authorities  owing  to  the  chaotic 
condition  of  the  central  Government,  which,  though 
theoretically  united,  is  in  reality  gravely  disunited. 


POLICE  ILLEGALITIES. 


In  connection  with  the  unwarranted  arrest  of  two 
girls  by  a  subordinate  police-officer  named  Karta- 
sheff,  the  Prefect  of  Moscow  has  issued  an  order 
which  throws  some  light  on  the  methods  by  which 
the  police  are  accustomed  to  coerce  the  public. 

The  Prefect  states  that  police  officers  are  in  the 
habit  of  using  such  threats  as  "  I  shall  commit  you 
for  trial,"  or  "  I  shall  make  you  rot  in  prison,"  and  so 
forth.  Nobody,  says  the  Prefect,  can  commit  any 
one  for  trial,  or  make  any  one  "rot  in  prison,"  and 
no  police  officer  is  entitled  to  imprison  any  one 
administratively  for  the  term  of  three  months.  This 
right  is  reserved  to  the  local  superior  authorities, 
while  committal  for  trial  can  only  take  place  in  the 
way  prescribed  by  the  law. 

The  offending  police  officer  has  been  transferred 
to  a  suburban  division,  while  the  Commissary  of  the 
division  in  which  the  illegal  arrest  took  place  has 
been  reprimanded. 
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THE    PRISON  POPULATION. 

Estimates   for   1914   Show  Continued 
Increase. 

The  various  Departments  of  State  have  presented 
their  Estimates  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Estimates  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  for 
1914  amount  to  118  million  roubles,  which  denotes 
an  increase  of  9  millions  over  the  current  year.  It 
appears  from  M.  Maklakoff's  explanatory  memo- 
randum that,  according  to  police  statistics,  the 
probable  number  of  persons  under  police  supervision 
will  amount  to  about  2,000  during  the  year. 

In  his  explanatory  note  to  the  Estimates  of  the 
Ministry  of  Justice,  M.  Scheglovitoff  gives  some 
statistics  of  the  growth  of  criminality  in  Russia. 
Whereas  in  1897  the  average  daily  number  of 
prisoners  amounted  to  77,254,  by  1903  it  had  risen  to 
96,005,  and  by  1906  to  111,403.  The  number  has 
continued  to  grow  ever  since,  as  may  be  seen  from 
the  following  table  : — 

Y  Average  daily  number 

e'  r'  of  prisoners. 


1907    138,501 

1908    171,219 

1909    175,008 

1910    171,864 

191 1    178,700 

191 2    187,073 

1913    194,418 


The  Ministry  estimates  the  average  for  1914  at 
210,000,  and  M.  Scheglovitoff  is  sceptical  as  to  any 
diminution  taking  place  in  the  number  of  prisoners 
in  the  near  future.  The  general  expenditure  on  the 
prisons  for  1914  is  fixed  at  42  million  roubles,  an 
increase  of  about  gf  million  roubles. 

In  his  explanatory  memorandum  to  the  Estimates 
of  the  Ministry  of  Trade,  M.  Timasheff  states  that  in 
1912  there  were  2,375,606  working  days  lost  through 
strikes.  Of  these,  1,863,113  days  were  lost  through 
economic  strikes,  and  the  remainder  through  strikes 
of  a  political  nature. 

The  expenditure  of  the  Holy  Synod  is  estimated 
for  1914  at  52,214,725  roubles,  an  increase  of  8,694,951 
roubles  over  the  present  year. 


GOVERNMENT'S    PRESS  BILL. 


Octohrists'  Emphatic  Demands. 


In  Octobrist  circles  it  is  stated  that  the  party  will 
not  allow  the  Government's  new  Press  Bill  to  pass 
unless  it  embodies  the  following  four  principles  : — 

1.  The  Press  to  be  responsible  solely  to  the  courts 
of  law. 

2.  An  express  provision  to  be  made  rendering  it 
impossible  to  impose  any  penalties  on  the  Press  by 
administrative  process  on  the  strength  of  "compul- 
sory orders." 

3.  The  censorship  to  be  abolished  absolutely. 

4.  The  editor  to  be  alone  responsible  for  the 
contents  of  articles. 


SUPPRESSING    THE  PRESS. 


A  recent  issue  of  the  Odessa  Novosti,  which  con- 
tained an  article  commenting  on  the  school  regula- 
tions introduced  by  the  new  curator,  M.  Smolyaninoff , 
has  been  confiscated,  and  the  editor  is  being  prose- 
cuted under  Article  1,034  °f  the  Penal  Code. 

The  Baku,  which  is  published  in  the  town  of  that 
name,  has  been  fined  500  roubles  for  reprinting 
extracts  from  a  review  published  by  the  Russkoc 
Bogaislvo,  of  General  Jirkevitch's  work,  "  The  Step- 
children of  the  Military  Service,"  which  describes  the 
military  prisons. 

The  comic  paper  Kara  Kurt,  of  Tashkent,  has  been 
fined  500  roubles  by  way  of  punishment  for  its 
"  injurious  tendencies.'' 

The  Paewalcht,  of  Reval,  has  again  been  fined  500 
roubles  for  reporting  that  the  hands  of  the  Dvigatel 
work->  are  demanding  a  conference  on  the  question 
of  sick  benefit  funds. 

Another  Reval  paper,  the  Tallinn  Tealaja,  has 
been  fined  400  roubles  for  issuing  the  same  report. 

The  Lettish  paper  Jauna  Arvisc,  of  Goldingen, 
Kurland,  has  been  fined  200  roubles  for  reporting  a 
strike. 

The  Xationalist  evening  paper,  the  Vclchcrncyc 
Vremya,  describes  as  follows  the  present  condition 
of  the  periodical  Press  : — 

"  Every  day  the  Administration  fines  periodical 
publications  of  every  kind — dailies,  weeklies,  and 
monthlies.  In  nearly  every  case  the  order  refers  to 
the  article  in  respect  of  which  the  fine  has  been 
imposed.  It  frequently  requires,  however,  a  second 
and  a  third  reading  in  order  to  discover  therein  any 
passages  that  may  have  appeared  to  the  Administra- 
tion to  be  incriminating  matter.  Even  with  the 
sincerest  desire  '  not  to  sin,  one  may  easily  fall  into 
tin,  because  it  is  not  known  what  is  considered 
sinful  and  what  is  not." 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


"  LAW  AND  ORDER  "  IN  FINLAND. 

Violent   Incursions   of  Police  and 
Military. 

[From  a  Finnish  Correspondent.] 

HeIlsingfors,  September  j 6th. 

An  incident  took  place  in  the  town  of  Knopio  last 
Saturday  which  throws  a  striking  light  upon  the 
character  of  Governor-General  Seyn's  regime  in  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Finland. 

The  workmen's  association  of  that  town  had 
intended  to  give  a  soiree  at  eight  o'clock  on  the 
evening  of  the  13th  inst.  When  the  entertainment 
was  about  to  begin  the  chief  of  police,  at  the  head  of 
a  force  of  police  and  two  companies  of  Russian 
soldiers,  arrived  on  the  scene.  The  workmen  s 
association  had  refused  to  allow  their  programme  to 
be  censored  by  the  chief  of  police,  as  the  Burgo- 
master of  the  town  and  several  lawyers  who  were 
consulted  said  that  such  a  demand  \v?s  illegal.  The 
chief  of  police  ordered  the  people  who  had  assembled 
to  disperse,  and,  as  it  was  evident  that  he  intended 
to  use  force,  those  present  complied  witli  the  order. 

As  the  soldiers  were  returning,  singing  as  is 
the  custom  of  Russian  soldiers  on  the  march,  a  large 
crowd  which  had  assembled  in  Snellman's  Park 
and  Minna  Cauth  Street  began  to  applaud.  The 
soldiers  thereupon  halted,  and  the  demonstration 
ceased.  When,  however,  they  resumed  their  march 
fresh  applause  followed,  and  then  the  soldiers  were 
ordered  to  clear  the  park,  which  they  did  with  fixed 
bayonets.  This  operation,  in  which  fortunately  no 
one  was  injured,  lasted  an  hour  and  a  half.  It  may 
be  also  mentioned  that  a  military  patrol  forced  its 
way  into  a  theatre  in  which  another  workmen's 
soiree  had  been  arranged,  but  retired  without  causing 
any  disturbance. 

Nowadays  in  Finland  all  law  and  order  is  trampled 
under  foot  by  the  very  civil  and  military  officials 
whose  duty  it  is  to  maintain  order.  In  the  minds  of 
these  officials  a  working  men's  soiree,  if  its  pro- 
gramme is  not  censored,  is  tantamount  to  a  revolu- 
tionary undertaking,  and  a  peaceful  crowd  which 
applauds  soldiers  on  the  march  is  an  army  of  rebels. 
With  fixed  bayonets  this  dreadful  danger  has  been 
warded  off,  the  safety  of  the  Empire  isagain  secured, 
and  the  world  has  been  given  another  illustration  of 
what  true  Russian  order  means. 

To-day  fifty  years  have  been  completed  since  the 
day  when  the  Emperor  Alexander  II.  opened  in 
person  the  Finnish  Dw»t.  The  newspapers  publish 
articles  commemorating  the  event,  and  reproduce  his 
Majesty's  speech  on  that  auspicious  occasion.  At 
the  foot  of  the  monument  to  Alexander  II.  in  Senate- 
square,  Helsingfors,  wreaths  have  been  placed  in 
memory  of  that  enlightened  Tsar.  In  view  of  to-day's 
festivities  Governor-General  Seyn  has  issued  a 
characteristic  communication  to  the  provincial 
Governors,  instructing  them  to  see  that  order  is  main- 
tained, that  the  keeping  of  the  anniversary  does  not 
give  rise  to  political  demonstrations,  and  that  the 
speeches  delivered  are  not  only  free  from  anything 
contrary  to  the  law,  but  are  suitable  to  the  occasion. 

One  cannot  help  contrasting  the  treatment  meted 
out  to  Finland  under  Alexander  II.  with  the  regime 
prevailing  to-day. 


THE   MOUNT   ATHOS  DISORDERS. 

Monk's  Reply  to  the  Holy  Synod. 

The  Hiero-Monk  Antonius  (Bulatovitch)  has  sent 
the  following  telegram  to  the  Holy  Synod  : — 

"  I  beg  to  report  to  the  Most  Holy  Synod  on 
behalf  of  the  Nomenodox  monks  that  Archbishop 
Nikon's  statement  to  the  effect  that  the  Nomenodox 
at  the  St.  Andrew  Hermitage  pronounced  the 
anathema  upon  the  Patriarch  and  the  Synod  is  an 
absolute  falsehood.  The  Nomenodox  have  never 
failed  to  mention  the  Patriarch  and  the  Synod  in 
their  prayers." 

The  same  monk  quotes  a  passage  from  Archbishop 
Nikon's  work  entitled  Troilskiye  Listki,  in  which  it  is 
asserted  that  "  the  Name  of  God  is  identical  with  the 
incomprehensible  Divine  Being  which  reveals  itself 
unto  men." 

"  Those  words,"  writes  the  monk,  "  have  been 
taken  by  Archbishop  Nikon  from  St.  John  Chry- 
sostom  and  other  saints.  But  now  his  Eminence 
has  forgotten  what  he  wrote  fifteen  years  ago,  and 
has  expelled  the  Nomenodox  from  Mount  Athos  for 
employing  these  very  same  words." 


The  High  Court  of  Warsaw  has  sentenced  a 
student  to  a  year's  imprisonment  in  a  fortress  and  six 
graduates  of  intermediate  schools  to  eight  months' 
imprisonment  on  the  charge  of  having  joined  the 
Union  of  Young  Socialists. 

A  man  named  Kvint  has  been  sentenced  at  Wilna 
to  a  month's  imprisonment  for  the  offence  of  being  a 
member  of  the  local  Zionist  organisation. 
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"MODERN  RUSSIA 

English  Translation  of  M.  Alexinsky's 
Work. 

We  have  already  reviewed  M.  Alexinsky  s  Modern 
Russia,  which  was  published  in  its  original  French 
last  year.  The  appearance  of  an  English  translation, 
however,  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  commend  this 
conscientious  and  valuable  work  once  again  to  the 
notice  of  our  readers,  who  are  well  acquainted  with 
its  author's  capacity.  In  its  present  edition  the  book 
has  undergone  a  certain  transformation.  Its  economic 
and  political  sections  have  been  enlarged,  and  three 
new  chapters,  dealing  with  The  Police  and  the  Law, 
Local  Self-Government,  and  F'oreign  Politics  and  the 
Army,  have  been  added.  The  first  of  these  new 
chapters  includes  a  telling  exposure  of  the  system  of 
provocation  as  practised  by  the  political  police,  and 
gives  some  statistics  which  show  the  enormous 
increase  in  police  activity  during  the  last  fifteen 
years. 

The  chapter  on  Local  Self-Government  will  be  of 
special  interest  to  those  of  our  readers  who  ha\e 
studied  the  series  of  articles  on  the  zemstvos  which 
we  have  published  during  the  past  few  weeks.  M. 
Alexinsky  agrees  with  us  in  paying  tribute  to  the 
zemstvos  for  the  little  they  have  been  able  to  accom- 
plish in  the  face  of  overwhelming  difficulties.  "  If 
the  germ  of  public  medicine  and  hygiene  does  exist 
in  Russia,"  he  says,  "  it  is  solely  due  to  the  action  of 
the  zemstvos ;  the  central  Government  has  done 
nothing  in  this  respect."  But  in  order  to  demon- 
strate the  need  for  better  hygienic  provision  he  quotes 
mortality  and  health  statistics  that  can  only  be 
described  as  appalling.  In  1909  the  average  death- 
rate  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  was,  in 
London,  108  per  cent.  ;  in  Moscow  it  was  346  percent. 
In  the  same  year  the  medical  staff  returned  the 
number  of  sick  persons  in  Russia  (presumably  in 
European  Russia)  as  81,746,000,  or  82"4  per  cent,  of 
the  population  ;  and  even  this  figure  is  said  to  be 
below  the  truth.  With  regard  to  education,  thanks 
to  the  determination  of  the  zemstvos,  the  number  of 
primary  schools  in  European  Russia  rose  from 
22,770  in  1880  to  80,377  in  191 1  ;  but  in  order  to  give 
primary  instruction  to  every  Russian  child  300,000 
such  schools  would  be  required.  According  to  the 
census  of  1897  no  fewer  than  seventy-nine  in  every 
hundred  Russians  were  illiterate.  It  should  be  added 
that  the  collection  of  statistics  is  regarded  as 
"  dangerous  "  by  the  Government,  which  has  under- 
taken a  veritable  crusade  against  the  statistical 
bureaux  instituted  by  the  zemstvos. 

In  the  chapter  on  Foreign  Politics  and  the  Army 
M.  Alexinsky  has  some  interesting  observations  to 
offer  on  the  subject  of  the  Franco-Russian  alliance 
and  the  Anglo-Russian  entente.  The  former  he 
ascribes  mainly  to  the  great  influx  of  French  capital 
into  Russian  industries  and  loans  following  upon  the 
failure  of  the  Tonkinese  adventure.  The  latter  he 
explains  by  the  awakening  of  the  population  of  Asia, 
which  menaces  European  supremacy,  and  by  the 
intensification  of  German  trade  competition  with 
Great  Britain  in  the  East.  From  a  military  point  of 
view  the  alliance  with  Russia  is  declared  to  be  worth- 
less to  France.  She  is  paying  Russia  £40,000,000  a 
year  by  way  of  "  insurance "  against  the  risk  of  an 
eventual  declaration  of  war  by  Germany.  But  since 
Russia  has  no  money  she  could  not  engage  in  a  war 
without  further  assistance  from  France,  and  the 
French  people  would  find  the  burden  of  this  insup- 
portable. Further,  the  condition  of  the  Russian 
Army  and  Navy,  which  is  hardly  better  now  than  it 
was  at  the  time  of  the  Russo-Japanese  War,  and 
the  fear  of  a  military  and  naval  revolt  force  the 
Government  to  avoid  any  armed  conflict  with  a 
European  Power. 

For  the  rest,  the  volume  touches  upon  almost 
every  aspect  of  Russian  life,  and  the  atmosphere  of 
cold  reasoning  in  which  M.  Alexinsky  has  performed 
his  task  makes  his  condemnation  of  the  Government's 
policy  as  convincing  as  it  is  terrible.  The  work  of 
translation  has  been  very  carefully  performed  by  Mr. 
Bernard  Miall,  and  the  book,  which  is  published  by 
Mr.  Fisher  Unwin  at  15s.  net,  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  every  student  of  Russian  affairs. 


VICTIMS   OF  RUSSIFICATION. 

M.  Mkheidze,  Marshal  of  Nobility  of  the  Ratchinsk 
district  of  the  government  of  Kutais,  in  the  Caucasus, 
has  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Assembly 
of  Deputies  of  the  Nobility  of  the  government 
of  Kutais  on  the  severe  repression  suffered  by 
Georgians  who  occupy  posts  in  the  Department  of 
Justice.  He  submits  a  detailed  list  of  judicial  func- 
tionaries who  have  been  removed  or  forced  to  resign 
as  victims  to  the  present  policy  of  russification.  M. 
Mkheidze  urges  the  Marshal  of  Nobility  of  Kutais  to 
convene  an  extraordinary  Assembly  of  the  Nobility, 
which  should  send  a  deputation  to  St.  Petersburg  for 
the  purpose  of  presenting  a  petition  on  the  subject  to 
the  Tsar. 
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M.    KASSO'S  CRIME. 


The  authorities  of  Berlin  University  have  just 
issued  an  order  that  for  the  present  no  more 
Russians  are  to  be  allowed  to  matriculate  there. 
This  sweeping  regulation  has  been  devised  as 
the  solution  of  a  problem  which  has  been  agi- 
tating Continental  universities  for  some  years. 
They  found  that  they  were  in  danger  of  being 
overran  with  Russian  students,  and  it  can  hardly 
be  regarded  as  unnatural  that  they  should  resent 
so  persistent  an  invasion  and  take  steps  to  check 
its  further  development.    The  outcry  that  has 
recently  been  raised  on  this  score  has  not  been 
without  effect,  but  the  attitude  now  adopted  by 
Berlin  is  the  most  serious  blow  yet  dealt  to  the 
aspirations  of  those  Russians  who  prefer  to  seek 
a  university  education  abroad  rather  than  in  their 
own  country,  or  who  are  forced  by  circumstances 
to  give  up  all  hope  of  gaining  a  Russian  degree. 
Every  year  the  number  of   these  educational 
exiles,  whether  voluntary  or   constrained,  in 
creases.    The  present  position  of  affairs  in  Berlin 
University  will  be  appreciated  when  it  is  stated 
that  last  half-year  there  were  no  fewer  than  645 
Russian  students  at  that  seat  of  learning.  Deeply 
as  we  deplore  the  necessity  which  has  compelled 
the  Berlin  authorities  to  issue  so  drastic  an  order, 
we  do  not  consider  it  to  be  within  our  province 
to  criticise  or  condemn  their  action  ;  every  uni- 
versity must  be  left  to  judge  for  itself  how  far  it 
is  advisable  to  preserve  a  national  character.  It 
will,  however,    be  instructive  to  examine  the 
conditions  obtaining  in  Russia  which  have  led  to 
the  adoption  of  a  policy  of  exclusion  abroad. 

On  previous  occasions  we  have  drawn  attention 
to  the  very  undesirable  state  of  affairs  prevailing 
in  most  of  the  Russian  universities,  and  in  the 
leading  universities,  such  as  St.  Petersburg  and 
Moscow,  no  less  than  in  the  smaller  institutions. 
Our  readers  may  recall  an  article  in  which  we 
dwelt  upon  the  terrible  isolation  and  barrenness 
of  the  undergraduate's  life,  of  the  tyrannical  and 
repressive  regime  which  cramps  his  activities  at 
every  turn,  and  which  warps  him  socially,  physi- 
cally, and  intellectually.  "  The  State,"  we  wrote, 
"  aims  at  segregating  the  student  as  well  as  at 
stultifying  the  individual.  He  may  not  congre- 
gate, even  at  the  university,  or  associate  with  his 
fellows  in  the  town  or  at  any  place  of  common 
resort."  But  this  harsh  system  has  been  in  force 
for  many  years  ;  so  has  the  system  of  police 
espionage,  which  dooms  hundreds  of  under- 
graduates io  imprisonment  or  exile ;  and  never- 
theless the  universities  were  packed  to  their  full 
capacity  with  students  who  were  willing  to 
submit  themselves  to  these  conditions  for  the 
sake  of  sitting  at  the  feet  of  Russia's  great 
scholars  and  scientists.  As  is  pointed  out  in  an 
article  we  publish  this  week,  it  was  only  when 
M.  Schwarz,  the  late  Minister  of  Education,  and 
M.  Kasso,  the  present  occupant  of  that  office, 
instituted  and  developed  the  policy  of  attacking 
the  teaching  staff  itself  that  the  real  exodus  of 
students  began.  In  other  countries  there  may  be 
various  motives — such  as  that  of  social  advance- 
ment— which  attract  to  a  university  career ;  in 
Russia,  where  the  undergraduate's  life  is  as  we 
have  described  it,  there  is  but  one  motive  -  that 
of  acquiring  knowledge.  When  this  desire  can 
no  longer  be  satisfied,  desertion  naturally  and 
inevitably  ensues.  What  M.  Kasso,  following 
in  his  predecessor's  footsteps,  has  set  himself  to 
do  is  to  rid  the  universities  of  all  those  professors 
who  do  not  subscribe  to  his  own  political  views 
and  to  substitute  his  own  creatures — men  who 


can  be  relied  upon  to  spread  the  li^htof  Reaction 
and  who  have  no  objection  to  doubling  the  role. 
of  professor  and  policeman.  Our  columns  have 
from  week  to  week  borne  witness  to  the  con- 
sistent character  of  this  campaign.  Men  of 
the  highest  educational  achievements,  whose 
scholarship  is  of  world-wide  repute,  and  who  have 
enjoj'ed  respect  as  well  as  fame,  have  suddenly 
been  dismissed  from  their  posts  or  transferred  to 
some  obscure  corner  of  the  Empire  at  the  whim 
of  the  Minister  of  Education,  and  without  any 
reason  being  given  fa*  such  action.  Moscow, 
which  was  the  first  un  versity  to  suffer  in  this 
way,  has  lost  its  Rector,  M.  Manuiloff,  and  a 
number  of  its  most  brilliant  professors.  St. 
Petersburg  has  been  ,  dealt  with  in  similar 
fashion,  among  the  list  of  M.  Kasso's  victims 
being  such  well-known  names  as  Pergament, 
Pietrazycki,  Pokrovsky,  Tugan-Baranovsky,  and 
Grimm.  Kiev,  Odessa,  Dorpat,  Kharkov,  and 
other  universities  have  also  suffered  irreparable 
losses  in  the  same  way.  If  the  servile  creatures 
who  have  been  pitchforked  into  the  chairs  of 
these  great  teachers  were  possessed  of  proper 
educational  qualifications.  M.  Kasso's  crime  would 
be  one  against  justice,  but  in  a  lesser  degree 
against  scholarship.  Put  the  most  deplorable 
and  ruinous  feature  of  the  whole  policy  is  that 
the  new  professors  are  men  of  little  or  no  capa- 
city, and  the  result  is  that  as  often  as  not  they 
lecture  to  empty  benches.  As  for  the  effect  of 
this  campaign  on  the  general  university  attend- 
ance, it  will  be  sufficient  to  mention  by  way 
of  example  thai  ditrifj§  ishe  last  few  years  the 
number  of  students  at  Odessa  University  has 
declined  from  5,000  to  2,000. 

Thus  the  explanation  of  the  phenomenon  which 
is   causing   so    much   consternation  at  Berlin 
University  and  elsewhere  is  not  far  to  seek. 
There  is,  however,  another  very  potent  cause 
which  swells  the  volume   of   this  educational 
migration  from  Russia ;  we  refer  to  the  treat- 
ment of  Jews  who  wish  to  enter  a  Russian  uni- 
versity.     As   is  well  known,   the  percentage 
limit,  which  regulates  the  number   of  Jewish 
admissions,  is  very  rigorously  enforced  nowa- 
days.     The  general   rule   is  that  the  propor- 
tion of   Jewish   to   non-Jewish  students  must 
not  exceed  10  per  cent,    within  the  Pale  of 
Settlement,  and  5  per  cent,  in  all  other  places 
except  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow,  where  it  is 
cut  down  to  3  per  cent.    Hence  oidy  a  fraction 
of  those  Jews  who  seek  to  enter  a  university 
can  gain  admission,  and  thousands  of  them  are 
obliged  to  seek  their  education  abroad.    In  1899 
there  were  1,757  Jewish  students   at  Russian 
universities,  and  by   reason  of   the  increased 
severity  observed  during  recent  years  it  is  pro- 
bable that  to-day  their  number  is  very  much 
lower  ;  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  calculated  that 
there  are  now  between  four  and  five  thousand 
Russo-Jewish  students  of  both  sexes  attending 
universities  abroad.    There  is  little  that  need  be 
added.    By  its  present  policy  the  Ministry  of 
Education  is  ruining  the  Russian  universities 
from  an  educational  point  of  view,  and  driving 
both  the  flower  and  the  hope  of  Russian  intellect 
out  of  the  country.    In  the  wake  of  men  like 
Professor  Metchnikoff  are  following  thousands  of 
young  students  who  might  have  done  brilliant 
work  for  the  glory  of  their  fatherland,  but  who 
are  now  forced  to  join  the  vast  cosmopolitan 
army  whose  ruling  passion  is  hatred  of  Russia. 
In  the  past  Russia  has  produced  many  great 
scholars  and  scientists,  who  fought  their  way  to 
the  fount  of  learning  in  spite  of  every  obstacle. 
But,  when  the  fount  itself  is  cut  off,  who  is  going 
to  struggle  ?    The  task  to  which  M.  Kasso  has 
set  his  hand  is  to  destroy  Russian  education  root 
and  branch,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  is 
accomplishing  it  most  successfully. 


AN   INSULT  TO   THE  DUMA. 


Characteristic  Incident  at  the  Kiev 
Celebrations. 


An  incident  which  is  characteristic  of  the  attitude 
adopted  towards  the  Duma  in  bureaucratic  circles 
is  reported  as  having  taken  place  at  Kiev  in  con- 
nection with  the  recent  celebrations  attending  the 
unveiling  of  the  Stolypiu  monument. 

In  the  absence  of  Governor-General  Trepoff ,  the  man  - 
agement  of  the  reception  ceremmies  devolved  upon 
Governor  Sukovkin,  to  whom  the  Chief  Commissioner 
of  Police  daily  reported  on  the  expected  arrival  of 
distinguished  persons.  When  the  Commissioner 
announced  the  arrival  of  M.  Rodzianko,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Duma,  the  Governor  affected  great  sur- 
prise that  he  should  have  been  informed  of  the 
arrival  of  a  "  private  person." 

The  Chief  Commissioner  pleaded  in  justification 
thatM.  Rodzianko  was  coming  to  Kiev  in  his  capacity 
of  President  of  the  Duma,  and  that  on  these  occasions 
it  was  the  Governor-General's  custom  to  meet  such  a 
visitor  on  his  arrival.  M.  Sukovkin,  however,  not 
only  declined  to  meet  M.  Rodzianko,  but  even  for- 
bade the  Chief  Commissioner  to  do  so. 

This,  however,  was  not  the  only  slight  paid  to  the 
Duma  in  the  person  of  its  President.  The  invitations 
for  the  dinner  given  by  the  Governor  in  honour  of 
the  visitors  included  twenty-five  deputies,  but  not 
M.  Rodzianko.  In  these  circumstances  the  deputies 
resolved  to  decline  the  invitation,  and  authorised  the 
local  deputy,  M.  Demtchenko,  to  express  their  pro- 
test at  this  official  insult  to  the  President  of  the 
Duma.  The  Governor  replied,  however,  that  he  was 
not  acquainted  with  M.  Rodzianko,  and  that  the 
latter  had  not  paid  him  a  call  on  his  arrival  at  Kiev. 

M.  Sukovkin  reported  the  incident  to  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  who  fully  approved  of  his  conduct, 
and  it  required  the  intervention  of  M.  Kokovtsoff 
himself  to  induce  M.  Maklakoff  to  change  his  attitude. 
The  Governor  was  thereupon  ordered  to  pay  a  visit 
and  tender  an  apology  to  M.  Rodzianko.  who  subse- 
quently appeared  at  the  dinner  along  with  the  other 
deputies. 

MINISTER   OF   THE  INTERIOR. 


M.  Maklakoff's   Reactionary  Views. 

The  differences  of  opinion  within  the  Cabinet  form 
the  chief  topic  of  conversation  in  the  Duma  lobbies, 
which  are  daily  frequented  by  deputies  returning  for 
the  coming  session.  The  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
M.  Nicholas  Maklakoff,  comes  in  for  a  special  share 
of  attention.  While  some  deputies  look  upon  him 
as  being  opposed  on  principle  to  popular  representa- 
tion in  any  shape  or  form,  others  merely  attribute  to 
him  the  desire  to  effect  a  radical  change  in  the  exist- 
ing Parliamentary  system.  He  is  even  credited  with 
having  made  the  suggestion  that  the  Premier  should 
adjourn  the  summoning  of  the  Duma  for  several 
years — i.e.,  should  not  convene  the  fourth  Duma 
until  its  fifth  and  final  year. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  is  also  represented  as 
being  a  great  admirer  of  Russian  life  as  it  was  in  the 
Muscovite  period  of  Russian  history.  He  is  said  to 
entertain  in  particular  a  high  opinion  of  the  ancient 
Russian  parish,  which  he  would  like  to  resuscitate  as 
an  administrative  unit  ;  in  his  opinion  it  would 
replace  with  advantage  the  proposed  Cantonal 
Zemstvo  system,  the  idea  of  which  he  greatly 
dislikes. 

A  high  dignitary  is  reported  to  have  expressed  him- 
self with  regard  to  the  scheme  for  reviving  the 
ancient  parish  to  the  following  effect  :  — 

"The  project  is  sound  enough  but  for  one 
defect — it  is  exactly  300  years  behind  the  times." 


The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  recognised  the 
justice  of  the  complaint  made  against  the  authorities 
at  Kutais,  in  the  Caucasus,  who  had  arrested  two 
thousand  peaceful  inhabitants,  demanding  from 
them  the  surrender  of  certain  undetected  criminals. 
The  Ministry  now  announces  that  the  guilty  parties 
are  to  be  punished. 


[Owing  io  pressure  on  our  space,  the  third  of  M. 
Alexinsky's  series  of  articles,  "  What  the  People  Want," 
is  held  over  until  next  weck.~\ 
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WAR    UPON  SCHOLARSHIP. 

Why  the  Russian  Universities  are 
Becoming  Depopulated. 


Attention  lias  once  more  been  directed  to  the  signi- 
ficant fact  that  the  number  of  matriculations  at  the 
Russian  universities  is  on  the  decrease.  The  many 
vacancies  that  occur  from  year  to  year  are  not  filled 
up,  with  the  result  that  Russia,  poor  as  she  is  in  intel- 
lectual strength,  is  becoming  more  and  more  desti- 
tute in  this  respect. 

It  would  be  a  mistake  to  attribute  this  striking 
phenomenon  merely  to  the  political  campaign  waged 
by  the  Government  against  Russian  students  as  a 
body,  or  to  the  hundreds  of  sentences  of  imprisonment 
and  deportation  that  are  recorded  every  year.  All 
this  is  no  new  thing.  In  former  days  students  would 
be  pressed  into  military  service  or  deported  to 
Siberia  for  having  attended  a  meeting  or  demonstra- 
tion ;  but  this  did  not  prevent  a  rapid  increase  in  the 
number  of  students,  with  the  result  that  even  as 
recently  as  five  or  six  years  ago  the  Russian  univer- 
sities were  overcrowded  far  beyond  their  fixed 
capacity.  The  abnormal  phenomenon,  unparalleled 
anywhere  else  in  Europe,  of  the  diminished  attrac- 
tion of  higher  education  only  dates  from  iecent 
years,  and  is  the  result  of  the  policy  pursued  by  the 
present  Minister  of  Education,  M.  Kasso,  and  his 
predecessor,  M.  Schwarz. 

The   New  Policy. 

It  may  be  stated  without  any  exaggeration  that 
the  Government  has  destroyed  the  high  schools. 
Although,  under  the  absolute  regime,  the  Govern- 
ment waged  war  upon  the  students,  it  did  not  ven- 
ture to  interfere  with  the  professors  and  with  their 
methods  of  teaching,  and  liberty  of  scientific  thought 
obtained  within  the  precincts  of  the  university 
lecture-halls.  But  ever  since  the  epoch  of  Constitu- 
tional Reform  the  Ministry  of  Education  has  radically 
changed  its  policy,  dismissing  inconvenient  pro- 
fessors from  their  chairs  as  ruthlessly  and  as  uncere- 
moniously as  it  rusticates  hundreds  of  students  The 
object  of  such  attentions  may  be  the  greatest  and 
most  celebrated  scientist  or  scholar  ;  but  unless  his 
convictions  agree  with  the  Government  policy  he  is 
certain  one  fine  day  to  be  deprived  of  the  right  of 
delivering  lectures  without  being  given  any  reason 
for  the  prohibition. 

The  campaign  was  started  in  Moscow  University, 
where  600  students  were  expelled  for  participating  in 
"  disorders,"  while  those  who  were  suspected  by  the 
police  as  ringleaders  were  deported  to  remote  pro- 
vinces. The  Ministry  of  Education,  however,  was 
not  satisfied  with  that  achievement,  but  also  removed 
three  professors  from  the  university,  including  the 
Rector,  Professor  Manuiloff.  This  measure,  su  far 
from  bringing  peace,  naturally  made  matters  worse  ; 
and  similar  acts  of  persecution  were  not  long  in 
following.  M.  Kasso,  who,  in  the  days  when  he 
himself  was  a  prof essor,  did  not  distinguish  himself  by 
his  scientific  achievements,  has  evinced  uncommon 
abilities  and  great  energy  in  the  task  of  fighting 
science.  Erom  Moscow  he  turned  to  St.  Petersburg, 
whence  he  removed  the  well-known  jurist,  Professor 
Pokrovsky,  while  at  the  same  time  he  suddenly 
transferred  Professor  Pergament  from  the  capital  to 
the  small  university  of  Dorpat.  M.  Pergament, 
however,  did  not  submit  to  the  transfer,  and  aban- 
doned his  university  career.  Professor  Pietrazycki, 
who  had  been  honoured  by  a  call  from  an  English 
university,  was  also  deprived  of  his  chair  at  St. 
Petersburg.  The  same  fate  befel  the  distinguished 
economist,  M.  Tugan-B?ranovsky,  while  the  latest 
victim  of  persecution  is  Professor  Grimm,  who  has 
been  transferred  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Kharkov. 
Penalties  have  also  been  showered  upon  a  number 
of  professors  of  less  renown,  and  it  is  a  general  rule 
that  readers  are  not  promoted  to  professorships 
unless  they  subscribe  to  the  political  convictions  of 
the  Right. 

The   Ruin   of  Odessa  University. 

The  provincial  universities,  too,  have  undergone  a 
thorough  "  purging,"  their  professors  being  appointed, 
dismissed,  or  transferred  like  junior  office-clerks. 
Ode  i  I  niversity  has  suffered  most  in  this  respect. 
The  former  I'rcfect  of  Odessa,  General  Tolmatcheff, 
gattiered  round  him  a  handful  of  Reactionary  pro- 
fessors, for  whose  benefit  he  created,  by  all  kinds 
of  illegal  expedients,  a  fictitious  majority  on  the 
University  Council.  He  promoted  to  the  Rectorship 
his  own  family  doclor,  Professor  Levasheff,  who  was 
returned  to  the  Duma,  by  the  aid  of  illegal  practices 
of  every  kind,  at  the  last  General  Election.  Under 
this  Rector's  protection  a  group  of  "  lilack  Hundred" 
students,  armed  with  revolvers,  terrorised  the  uni- 
'•er^ity,  where  they  rendered  all  peaceful  occupa- 
tions impossible.  Is  it  surprising,  then,  that  people 
are  not  anxious  to  enter  Odessa  University  r 

It  must  not  be  imagined  that  the  victims  of  expul- 
sion are  po'itical  agitators  or  revolutionaries.  The 
most  rnodera'e  Liberal  principles  are  sufficient  to 
■  1  j'   11   ■  — 


place  their  holders  on  the  black  list  of  the  Mini^ry 
of  Education  There  are  not  even  any  Russian  pro- 
fessors who  are  more  advanced  than  the  Cadets. 
But  in  order  to  be  deprived  of  his  chair  a  professor 
need  not  go  to  the  length  of  taking  an  active  part  in 
Cadet  politics;  it  is  quite  sufficient  if  he  incurs  the 
suspicion  of  "  sympathising  with  student  disorders  " 
or  of  "  encouraging  agitations  among  the  students." 
This  is  best  proved  by  the  removal  of  professors  of 
medicine,  physics,  or  biology  who  do  not  busy  them- 
selves with  any  public  work  outside  the  precincts  of 
their  university. 

Appointments  for  Charlatans. 

At  the  same  time  this  policy  offers  extensive  pro- 
spects to  place-hunters  who  have  managed  to  recom- 
mend themselves  as  "suitable"  to  the  Government. 
Candidates  who  have  failed  to  pass  the  M.A.  examina- 
tion, scientific  charlatans  who  have  been  convicted 
of  plagiarism,  men  without  knowledge  or  abilities 
obtain  professorial  chairs  and  fill  the  most  honoured 
scholastic  offices,  and  continue  to  retain  their  profes- 
sorial title  and  to  draw  their  high  emoluments, 
undisturbed  by  their  exposure  in  the  Press.  It 
would  be  difficult  for  an  Englishman  to  realise  the 
degradation  to  which  the  universities  of  St.  Peters- 
burg and  Moscow,  to  say  nothing  of  the  provincial 
universities,  have  been  reduced. 

Nevertheless,  the  "  Black  Hundred  "  professors  arc 
not  numerous  in  Russia  ;  there  are  not  enough  to 
replace  those  who  have  been  removed.  M.  Kasso's 
department  has  therefore  had  recourse  to  drilling 
scientific  "recruits"  with  Reactionary  convictions. 
It  has  selected  a  number  of  students  or  fresh  gradu- 
ates, whom  it  has  sent  to  various  towns  in  Germany 
and  France  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  themselves 
for  a  professorial  career.  Most  of  them  have  not 
distinguished  themselves  by  anything  but  their 
political  views,  and  so  far  nothing  has  been  heard  of 
their  scientific  successes.  In  Russia  these  Ministerial 
bursars  are  regarded  with  contempt,  and  there  is  no 
illusion  as  to  the  fate  of  Russian  science  if  entrusted 
to  their  hands. 

Education   in  Handcuffs. 

In  August,  1905,  the  Russian  universities  were 
granted  a  so-called  charter  of  autonomy  which  intro- 
duced into  Russia  the  same  conditions  of  university 
life  as  exist  throughout  Western  Europe.  To-day 
nothing  remains  of  that  autonomy.  The  decisions 
of  the  University  Council  do  not  receive  Ministerial 
confirmation,  and  are  not  carried  out.  Professors 
are  appointed  and  transferred  without  reference  to 
the  opinion  of  the  university  bodies,  while  students 
are  expelled  by  the  hundred  against  the  wishes  of 
the  Rector  and  the  Deans.  Police  detachments  are 
stationed  in  the  lecture-halls  for  the  "  preservation  of 
order"  during  the  lectures;  and  if  the  students  refuse 
to  attend  under  such  conditions  the  "autonomous" 
professors  are  ordered  by  the  Minister  to  deliver 
their  lectures,  even  though  a  solitary  policeman  con- 
stitutes their  audience,  since  "  the  normal  course  of 
study  must  not  be  disturbed." 

Such  are  the  conditions  of  academic  life  in  Russia, 
and  they  are  still  more  accentuated  by  the  anti- 
Semitic  policy  pursued  by  the  Government,  which  is 
reducing  to  a  minimum  the  number  of  Jewish  students 
in  the  universities,  compelling  thousands  of  them  to 
go  to  Germany,  France,  and  Switzerland  in  search 
of  education.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  the 
standard  of  the  Russian  universities  is  falling,  and 
that  the  education  they  impart  is  losing  its  attraction. 


RUSSIAN   STUDENTS  ABROAD. 


Excluded  from  Berlin  University. 


A  Reuter's  telegram  from  Berlin  states  that  in  pur- 
suance of  the  policy  of  restricting  the  number  of 
foreigners  at  Prussian  universities,  owing  to  the 
complaints  of  German  students,  an  order  has  been 
issued  by  the  authorities  of  Berlin  University  that  no 
more  matriculations  of  Russians,  against  whom  the 
complaints  were  mainly  directed,  can  be  allowed  for 
the  present.  Last  half-year  there  were  645  Russian 
students  at  Berlin  University,  including  fifty-two 
women.  Of  these  478  men  and  thirty-three  women 
students  took  the  medicine  course. 


WESTERN    ZEMSTVOS  BILL. 


The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  submitted  to  the 
Cabinet  a  Bill  which  aims  at  extending  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Western  Zemstvos  Bill  to  the  North- 
western provinces. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  original  measure, 
whose  purpose  was  to  secure  in  the  affected  districts 
the  ascendancy  of  the  Russian  minority  over  the 
native  majority,  chiefly  composed  of  Poles,  was 
passed  by  the  late  M.  Stolypin  in  March,  191 1,  by 
means  of  a  coup  d'etat,  the  legislative  bodies  being 
temporarily  suspended  in  order  to  effect  its  promul- 
gation by  an  Imperial  decree. 


EVE  OF  THE  "  RITUAL  M  TRIAL 


Adjournment  of  the  Proceedings  Expected. 


The  Ruttkoc  Slovo  learns  from  official  scurces  that 
although  the  trial  of  Beilis  will  be  formally  opened 
on  the  date  already  fixed,  October  8th,  there  are 
serious  grounds  for  believing  that  an  adjournment  of 
the  proceedings  will  take  place. 

Professor  Troitsky,  who  discredits  the  theory  that 
the  Jewish  religion  sanctions  "  ritual  murder,"  has  at 
last  obtained  leave  from  the  authorities  of  the  St. 
Petersburg  Clerical  Academy  to  depart  for  Kiev  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  expert  evidence  at  the  trial. 

The  Public  Prosecutions  Office  at  Kiev  has  been 
instructed  to  supply  the  Minister  of  Justice  with 
detailed  reports  of  the  trial,  and  M.  Alexandrovitch, 
Assistant  Public  Prosecutor  of  the  High  Court  of 
Kiev,  has  been  appointed  to  edit  these  reports. 

It  is  stated  at  Kiev  that  the  local  authorities  have 
been  instructed  by  the  Police  Department  not  to 
allow  the  dissemination  of  pogrom  literature  during 
the  hearing  of  the  case. 

The  Vetclierniaya  Gazeta,  of  Kiev,  reports  that  a 
consultation  on  the  Beilis  case  has  been  held  by  a 
number  of  high  judicial  authorities,  with  Judge 
Boldyreff,  the  President  of  the  Kiev  District  Court,  in 
the  chair.  The  decisions  arrived  at,  however,  are 
being  kept  secret. 

A   Three   Weeks'  Trial. 

The  trial  of  Beilis  is  expected  to  last  about  three 
weeks.  The  sittings  are  to  commence  at  9  a.m.,  and 
to  continue,  with  two  intervals,  till  midnight. 

The  counsel  for  the  civil  plaintiffs  intend  to  make 
the  depositions  of  the  Government  experts  the 
central  point  of  the  case,  while  treating  the  evidence 
of  witnesses  as  of  secondary  importance. 

According  to  a  report  from  Kiev  the  service  of  a 
subpoena  on  the  Roman  Catholic  priest  Pranaytis, 
who  poses  as  a  "  ritual  murder "  expert,  cannot  be 
effected  owing  to  the  inability  of  the  authorities  to 
discover  his  whereabouts. 

The  convict  Kushnir,  who  was  the  chief  witness 
for  the  prosecution  at  the  trial  of  M.  Mischuk,  for- 
merly head  of  the  Kiev  Detective  Department,  and 
who  subsequentK'  lodged  with  the  Public  Prosecutor 
a  statement  clearing  the  detective's  character,  has 
been  subjected  to  a  lengthy  examination  at  Kiev. 
In  the  course  of  his  interrogatory  Kushnir  gave 
important  evidence  tending  to  prove  M.  Mischuk's 
innocence  of  the  charge  brought  against  him.  He 
referred  to  new  witnesses,  and  gave  the  names  of  the 
real  culprits,  who.  he  said,  had  manufactured  false 
evidence  against  the  man  who  refused  to  take  Beilis's 
guilt  for  granted. 

A  Protest  from  Bohemia. 

The  proceedings  in  the  Beilis  case  have  evoked  a 
protest  in  a  quarter  which  has  invariably  evinced 
sympathy  with,  and  even  partiality  for,  the  Russian 
Government — namely,  in  Bohemia,  where  Panilavism 
finds  its  greatest  support. 

The  Prague  newspapers  have  published  a  protest 
of  the  Bohemian  deputies  in  the  Austrian  Parlia- 
ment against  the  trial  of  Beilis,  whose  prosecution 
they  attribute  to  the  machinations  of  the  Russian 
Reactionaries.  As  Slavs,  and  in  the  name  of  Slav 
humanity,  the  Bohemian  deputies  protest  against 
such  an  iniquity.  They  feel  all  the  more  keenly  on 
the  subject  because  their  own  country  has  not  alto- 
gether escaped  contamination  with  the  virus  of  the 
blood  accusation,  as  exemplified  in  the  Polno  case. 
Among  the  signatories  are  to  be  found  many  leading 
personalities,  including  M.  Kramarz,  Professor 
Masarik,  M.  Klofac  (who  is  far  from  being  a  pro- 
Semite),  and  the  former  Minister,  M.  Prasek. 

The  "  Zemschina*s  "  Latest. 

In  an  article  headed  "On  the  Eve  of  the  Beilis 
Trial"  the  Zemschina  declares  that  "  it  is  not  essential 
to  discover  whether  Andrusha  Yuschinsky  was  tor- 
tured to  death  by  Beilis  or  by  unknown  amateurs  of 
unholy  fanaticism.  The  main  question  is  whose  con- 
victions will  triumph  in  court  and  obtain  th;  recog- 
nition of  the  Russian  public  as  represented  by  the 
jury." 

The  Zemschina  adds  that  the  Press  is  a  double- 
edged  weapon,  and  that,  while  the  Jews  have  been 
endeavouring  to  create  a  favourable  public  opinion, 
they  have  at  the  same  time  procured  universal 
renown  for  the  boy  Yuschinsky.  "  The  name  of  this 
Russian  boy-martyr,"  says  the  journal,  "  is  now 
burning  in  inextinguishable  letters  of  fire,  and  will 
continue  to  burn  in  the  consciousness  of  every 
European  who  is  able  to  read  as  the  flaming  banner 
of  the  slowly  but  irresistibly  growing  and  universal 
army  for  the  approaching  crusade  against  the  mad 
audacity  of  the  Jewish  race,  which  is  to  liberate 
Christian  life  from  the  dark  power  of  Jewish  gold 
and  of  the  Jewish  printed  word.  It  seems  as  if,  in 
the  remains  of  the  Russian  boy  who  has  been  tor- 
tured to  death,  there  has  arisen  a  threatening  and 
inexorable  crowd  of  the  victims  of  Jewish  inhuman 
bloodthirstiness  throughout  the  ages,  loudly  demand- 
ing retribution." 
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NOTES. 


The  Last  Act. 

Writing  on  the  eve  of  the  Beilis  trial,  which, 
according  to  official  arrangements,  is  to  open  on 
the  day  of  our  present  issue,  there  is  little  that 
we  can  add  to  the  many  columns  of  matter 
which  we  have  devoted  to  this  nightmare  case. 
Thanks  to  the  interest  in  the  affair  which  has 
been  aroused  throughout  the  world,  the  public  is 
now  tolerably  familiar  with  its  leading  features, 
and  with  the  general  Press  so  well  supplied  in 
this  respect  there  is  no  necessity  for  us  to  reca- 
pitulate the  story  of  the  murder,  the  efforts  made 
for  over  two  years  to  establish  the  guilt  of  Beilis, 
or  the  terms  of  the  official  indictment  which  is  at 
last  to  be  put  to  the  test  in  a  court  of  law.  It  is 
interesting,  however,  to  turn  now  to  what  we 
wrote  on  this  subject  when  we  first  addressed 
ourselves  to  it  in  the  early  part  of  last  year.  At 
that  time  the  official  charge  against  Beilis  was 
simply  one  of  murder,  and,  although  in  the  act 
of  accusation  it  was  obviously  suggested  that  the 
crime  had  a  "  ritual  "  motive,  no  attempt  was 
made  on  the  part  of  the  official  prosecution  to 
formulate  this  monstrous  charge  in  so  many 
words.  We  then  stated  our  belief  that  the 
Russian  Government  would  not  dare  to 
commit  itself  openly  to  so  outrageous  a  pro- 
ceeding. Since  then  two  things  have  happened  : 
protests  against  the  blood  accusation  have  been 
drawn  up  and  signed  by  hundreds  of  the  most 
distinguished  representatives  of  every  branch  of 
public  activity  in  Great  Britain,  France,  and 
Germany  ;  and  the  Russian  authorities,  discard- 
ing the  original  act  of  indictment,  have  substi- 
tuted one  in  which  the  charge  of  "  ritual 
murder "  is  explicitly  formulated.  We  must 
confess  to  having  iteen  mistaken  in  our  estimate 
of  what  the  Ministry  of  Justice  would  dare  to 
do.  It  has  deliberately  flouted  the  verdict  of  the 
best  minds  of  all  countries  and  of  all  ages — of 
monarchs  and  Popes  and  scholars  of  every  shade 
of  thought — and  has  ranged  itself  on  the  side  of 
those  inhuman  fiends  who  have  seized  upon  the 
blood  accusation  as  a  weapon  for  arming  popular 
prejudice  against  the  Jews.  It  would  be  idle 
now  to  prophesy  the  result  of  the  trial  at  Kiev. 
All  we  can  say  is,  God  help  Beilis  ! — and,  with 
still  greater  apprehension,  God  help  the  Russian 
Jews  ! 


Government  and  Duma. 

If  report  be  correct,  when  the  Duma  reas- 
sembles towards  the  end  of  the  month  it  will  not 
be  graced  by  the  presence  of  Ministers.  In  other 
words,  the  boycott  of  the  assembly  by  members 
of  the  Government  which  was  instituted  towards 
the  end  of  last  session  is  to  be  continued  — unless, 
presumably,  the  Duma  consents  to  humble  itself 
by  expressing  its  contrition  for  the  events  which 
caused  the  boycott.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  trouble  arose  though  M.  Markoff,  one  of  the 
mountebanks  of  the  Extreme  Right,  informing 
the  Government  in  a  violent  speech  that  "  thiev- 
ing will  not  be  tolerated."  It  may  be,  of  course, 
that  Ministers  resent  the  idea  that  the  activities 


of  their  departments  should  he  limited  in  this 
way  ;  or  it  may  be  that  they  genuinely  feel  that 
the  implication  is  an  insult.  In  either  case  it  is 
difficult  to  see  exaetlj'  where1  the  Duma  comes  in. 
M.  Markoff  can  hardly  be  regarded  (except  per- 
hajis  by  himself)  as  the  spokesman  of  the  whole 
Chamber,  of  which  his  party  forms  but  a  fraction. 
Why,  then,  should  the  Duma  be  expected  to 
apologise  collectively  for  the  offence  of  one  of 
the  least  distinguished  of  its  members  ?  It  is 
doubtful  whether  a  precedent  could  be  found  in 
the  Parliamentary  annals  ,of  any  country  for 
such  a  claim,  or,  indeed,  for  such  action  on  the 
part  of  a  Government  on  any  ground.  If  the 
boycott,  therefore,  is  continued,  we  can  only 
suppose  that  it  is  M.  Kokovtsoff's  desire  not  to 
salve  his  wounded  dignity,  but  to  degrade  the 
Duma  and  stultify  its  work.  He  cannot  enter- 
tain much  hope  thf.t  the  present  assembly  will 
lend  itself  to  his  political  schemes  ;  and  if  he 
went  to  the  country  now;  the  result  would 
undoubtedly  be  the  election  of  a  Duma  of  a  still 
more  Progressive  complexion.  Probably,  there- 
fore, he  considers  that  a  period  of  legislative 
inactivity,  which  can  easily  be  brought  about  by 
the  aid  of  the  Council  of  State,  will  best  suit  his 
purpose.  But  we  do  not  imagine  that  such  a 
policy,  however  well  it  may  serve  him  at  home, 
will  improve  the  prospects  of  his  financial  cam- 
paign abroad.  If,  as  is  reported,  he  proposes 
visiting  this  country  and  addressing  a  gathering 
of  business  men  in  Manchester,  he  may  be  asked 
some  awkward  questions  relating  to  the  working 
of  Parliamentary  institutions  in  his  country. 


The  Campaign  of  Insult. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  bureaucratic 
circles  there  is  an  organised  campaign  afoot  for 
insulting  the  Duma.  On  several  occasions  we 
have  had  to  report  attempts  at  public  functions 
to  exclude  the  President  of  that  body  or  to  keep 
him  in  the  background.  The  latest  incident  of 
this  nature  was  witnessed  the  other  day  at  Kiev, 
in  connection  with  the  unveiling  of  the  Stolypin 
memorial,  and  it  is  stated  that  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  supported  the  action  of  the  local 
Governor  in  regarding  M.  Rodzianko  as  merely 
a  private  individual.  M.  Maklakoff,  by  the  way, 
is  credited  with  a  desire  to  "  effect  a  radical  change 
in  the  existing  Parliamentary  system,"  while  in 
some  quarters  he  is  regarded  as  a  confirmed 
opponent  of  the  principle  of  popular  representa- 
tion "  in  any  shape  or  form."  Whatever  truth 
there  may  be  in  these  surmises,  it  is  certain  that 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  no  love  for  the 
Duma,  and  the  further  report  that  he  has 
advised  that  the  assembly  should  not  be  sum- 
moned until  the  final  year  of  its  existence  lends 
colour  to  the  views  expressed  in  the  preceding 
Xote.  The  Duma  has  indeed  become  a  thorn  in 
the  Ministerial  flesh,  and  we  can  only  regard  the 
extreme  discomfort  that  is  baing  evinced  in 
Government  circles  as  a  healthy  sign  that  depu- 
ties are  endeavouring  to  do  their  duty. 


Russia  at  Olympia. 

A  contributor  draws  attention  to  the  "  model 
Russian  village  "  which  is  to  be  a  feature  of  the 
"  Ideal  Home  "  Exhibition  at  Olympia.  He  points 
out  that,  if  one  may  judge  from  the  advance 
notices  which  have  been  issued,  there  will  be 
little  correspondence  between  this  "  ideal  "  pre- 
sentment and  the  real  thing.  For  instance,  there 
is  to  be  a  school,  which  many  Russian  villages 
lack,  and  there  is  to  be  no  Government  vodka- 
shop,  which  no  Russian  village  is  without.  Our 
contributor  suggests  that  this  idea  of  displaying 
an  imaginary  illustration  of  peasant  life  in  Russia 
may  have  originated  with  the  Russian  authori- 
ties for  purposes  of  their  own.  We  cannot  help 
thinking,  however,  that  he  must  be  mistaken  in 
this  supposition ;  for  in  the  Government's  eyes 
it  would  be  rank  sedition  to  suggest  that  a 
Russian  village  possesses,  or  should  possess,  the 


characteristics  assigned  to  it  at  Olympia.  If  we 
could  so  manipulate  our  imagination  as  to  suppose 
that  the  general  run  of  Russian  villages  possessed 
schools  and  no  drink-shops,  we  should  also  have  to 
picture  the  extreme  consternation  such  a  change 
would  produce  in  the  Government's  breast.  The 
State  finances  would  be  deprived  of  their  very 
foundation,  and  Russia  would  be  bankrupt  in  a 
year  ;  moreover,  the  peasants  woulci  become  not 
only  sober,  but  educated  and  enlightened,  and 
thus  endow  the  so-called  "  revolutionary  "  army 
with  an  irresistible  strength.  Admittedly  the 
Russian  village  as  depicted  at  Olympia  bears  no 
resemblance  to  reality.  It  may  be  somebody's 
ideal ;  but  it  is  certainly  not  the  Government's 
ideal.  Indeed,  any  patriotic  Government  official 
who  gazed  upon  it  would  come  away  with  the 
impression  that  he  had  been  visited  by  a  night- 
mare. 


Drink  and  Disease. 

Additional  point  is  lent  to  the  foregoing 
remarks  by  the  publication  of  the  Russian 
Finance  Ministry's  report  on  the  Government 
spirits  monopoly  during  1912.  Since  the  intro- 
duction  of  the  monopoly,  it  appears,  the  number 
of  distilleries  throughout  Russia  has  increased 
by  nearly  43  per  cent.  In  1912  there  was,  it  is 
true,  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  drink- 
shops  controlled  by  the  Government  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  but  nevertheless  the 
vodka  sales  increased  by  over  5  per  cent.  Alto- 
gether over  260  million  gallons  were  sold  during 
the  year — a  quantity  which,  as  the  Manchester 
Guardian  points  out,  is  nearly  nine  times  as  large 
as  that  sold  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  corre- 
sponding year.  It  is,  however,  not  merely  the 
quantity  of  spirits  consumed  in  Russia  that  is 
so  a'ppalling,  but  the  circumstances  attending  its 
consumption.  Last  week  we  drew  attention  to 
the  prevalence  of  the  drink  habit  among  school- 
children of  tender  age,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  child  alcoholism  is  one  of  the  most  terrifying 
phenomena  with  which  Russian  reformers,  when 
they  are  allowed  a  free  hand,  will  have  to  deal. 
Further,  we  are  faced  with  the  fact  that  the 
Russian  masses  are  the  prey  of  disease  in  its 
most  frightful  form — a  condition  which  is  caused 
in  part  by  alcoholism,  and  in  part  by  insanitary 
surroundings  and  malnutrition,  and  which  in  any 
case  greatly  intensifies  the  evil  of  drunkenness. 
In  his  report  to  the  Congress  on  Epidemics 
recently  held  at  Kiev  M.  Schmidt,  the  Assistant 
Chief  Inspector  of  Health  for  the  Russian  Empire, 
laid  stress  on  his  country's  terrible  death-rate, 
and  pointed  out  that  in  Russia  every  fifth  person 
dies  from  infectious  disease—  par ticularly  from 
typhoid  and  cholera,  which  are  on  the  increase. 
M.  Schmidt's  report  and  that  of  the  Spirits 
Monopoly  department  should  be  studied  side  by 
side. 


INTRIGUES   AGAINST  THE 
PREMIER. 


Demand  for  his   Dismissal  Presented  to 
the  Tsar. 


It  is  now  stated  that  the  memorial  to  the  Tsar 
drawn  up  by  a  certain  Reactionary  Senator,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  late  M.  Stolypin's  entourage,  against 
M.  Kokovtsoff  was  forwarded  to  the  Crimea  for  his 
I  Majesty's  perusal.  It  is  added  that  during  his  stay 
at  Livadia  M.  Kokovtsoff  will  raise  the  question  of 
this  document,  in  whose  composition  the  Right  leader 
in  the  Duma,  the  notorious  ex-Governor  Khvostoff, 
is  believed  to  have  had  a  hand. 

The  memorial  blames  the  Government  for  "  having 
made  the  mistake  of  taking  part  in  the  game  of 
politics  devised  by  the  intellectuals."  The  country,  it 
states,  does  not  care  for  politics,  but  desires  wise 
social  reforms  based  on  national  foundations.  The 
Government  should  pay  heed  to  the  needs  of  the 
population,  which  requires  neither  meaningless 
watchwords  nor  so-called  liberties.  It  only  demands 
the  proper  organisation  of  life,  which  can  be  carried 
out  without  any  consideration  for  political  forms  of 
government.  The  representative  institutions  should 
be  entirely  ignored,  especially  the  Duma,  which  is 
chiefly  engaged  in  political  discussions  instead  of 
business. 

The  Premier's  opponents  place  great  hopes  in  this 
memorial,  which  they  look  upon  as  a  trump  card. 


161 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


Ot  Km  I  (Jflf 


THE    IDEAL   AND    THE  REAL. 

What  the  Model  Russian  Village  at 
Olympia  Will  Not  Contain. 


We  have  already  seen  in  London  many  importa- 
tions from  Russia.  Russian  Ministers  frequently 
pay  us  a  visit.  They  bear  themselves  gallantly, 
speak  faultless  English,  make  speeches  and  propose 
toasts  at  banquets,  and  allow  themselves  to  be  inter- 
viewed by  Pressmen — and  all  the  time  they  betray 
no  trace  of  their  "  Real  Russian  "  upbringing,  just  as 
if,  on  crossing  the  Russian  frontier,  they  had  cast 
aside  their  particular  methods  and  theories  of 
government.  We  have  had  ample  opportunities  of 
admiring  Russia's  most  famous  artistes,  and  we  know 
now  that  Pavlova  dances  divinely  and  that  Tchaliapin 
is  a  great  singer.  Russian  sportsmen  and  Russian 
racehorses  are  also  often  seen  in  this  country.  But 
a  Russian  village — who  would  have  expected  to  see 
such  a  thing  in  London  ? 

Yet  London  is  about  to  enjoy  that  wonderful 
attraction,  for  this  week  a  "Russian  Village"  will  be 
opened  at  Olympia— not,  indeed,  filling  the  whole  of 
that  vast  building,  as  the  Russian  papers  seem  to 
believe,  but  tucked  snugly  away  in  the  annexe,  and 
forming  part  and  parcel  of  the  Daily  Mail's  "  Ideal 
Home "  Exhibition.  A  score  of  peasants'  cottages 
have  been  erected,  together  with  a  church  and  a 
model  school,  and  the  whole  will  be  encircled  by 
a  huge  panoramic  picture,  1,000  feet  in  length, 
depicting  Russian  fields  and  gardens,  forests  and 
rivers,  and  executed  by  prominent  Russian  artists, 
while  the  whole  village  has  been  constructed  from 
plans  and  scale-drawings  by  experts. 

Intended  to  Mislead. 

Thus  far  the  official  announcement  ;  but  the  intelli- 
gent reader  will  go  further  and  see  therein  a 
"  Nationalist "  scheme  for  misleading  English  public 
opinion,  one  of  those  schemes  which  the  Russian 
Government  is  always  ready  to  finance  in  the  most 
liberal  fashion  in  order  to  show  that  all  is  well  with 
Russia  and  her  internal  policy — and,  naturally,  in 
order  to  float,  at  discreet  intervals,  a  further  series  of 
gigantic  loans  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  that  policy 
still  further.  Beautiful  panoramas  cost  a  deal  of 
money. 

Of  one  thing  at  least  we  may  be  assured.  At  the 
Olympia  show  we  shall  not  gain  the  faintest  concep- 
tion of  what  a  Russian  village  is  in  reality  ;  of  the 
inner  life  of  a  Russian  village,  its  hardships  and 
sorrows,  or  its  attitude  towards  the  powers  that  be, 
the  Londoner  will  learn  nothing,  and  less  than 
nothing. 

The  village  will  possess  a  "  model  school."  This, 
indeed,  is  most  interesting,  for  the  majority  of 
villages  in  Russia  possess  no  school  at  all,  and  the 
children  are  not  even  taught  their  alphabet.  The 
Duma  has  hitherto  had  no  time  to  trouble  itself  with 
educational  affairs,  and  when,  last  year,  a  couple  of 
million  roubles  were  set  aside  for  popular  education 
the  Senate  cut  down  even  that  small  amount.  Where, 
however,  such  schools  do  exist  they  are  carried  on 
under  the  most  wretched  conditions,  and  the  teachers 
are  miserably  paid.  The  latest  census  shows  that 
over  70  per  cent,  of  Russia's  population  is  illiterate, 
and  the  figure  for  the  agricultural  classes  is  doubtless 
much  higner.  In  the  "  model "  school  at  Olympia, 
however,  attention  will  not  be  drawn  to  these  statistics. 

No  Vodka-shop. 

Nothing,  too,  will  be  said  of  the  famous  "  Mono- 
polke,"  although  this  plays  a  still  more  important 
part  in  Russian  village  life  than  the  school.  The 
"  Monopolke'' — i.e.,  the  vodka-shop — forms  the  basis 
of  Russian  finance,  for  the  State  possesses  a  monopoly 
of  the  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors.  The  Government  is 
far  from  being  as  ungenerous  in  establishing  these 
drinking-shops  as  it  is  in  founding  schools,  and  its 
terrible  propaganda  of  drunkenness  is  so  successful 
that,  while  the  consumption  of  alcohol  is  decreasing 
in  all  other  European  countries,  in  Russia  it  is 
increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  The  annual  con- 
sumption of  vodka  now  amounts  to  over  260,000,000 
gallons. 

Peasants'  cottages  are  to  be  on  view  at  the  exhibi- 
tion !  But  the  visitor  need  not  be  alarmed.  They 
will  doubtless  all  be  well-built,  clean,  and  sanitary 
houses,  such  as  do  not  exist  in  Russian  villages,  and 
he  will  not  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  filthy  streets  and 
the  miserable  huts  of  the  rude  reality,  where  the 
cattle  and  pigs  often  share  the  dwelling-rooms  of  the 
peasantry.  As  for  the  terrible  infant  mortality  in 
the  villages,  and  the  grinding  poverty  which  necessi- 
tates the  sale  every  year  on  an  immense  scale  of  the 
land  and  belongings  of  the  peasantry,  in  order  to 
pay  the  taxes,  naturally  not  a  word  will  be  said  at 
Olympia. 

A  beautiful  panorama  of  fertile  fields  and  lush 
meadows  !  But  all  these  belong  to  the  landed  pro- 
prietor, who  disposes  of  the  peasants'  fate,  and  holds 
the  local  authorities  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand.  He 


is  the  opponent  of  all  schools  and  of  all  liberties,  and 
belongs  to  the  most  reactionary  class  in  the  world. 

No,  Olympia  will  teach  people  nothing  of  the  brutal 
measures  of  the  Government  for  preventing  "radical 
lectures"  in  the  village,  nothing  of  the  suppression  or 
seizure  of  the  peasants'  newspapers,  nothing  of  the 
prisons  to  which  every  liberty-loving  peasant  finds 
his  way,  and,  finally,  nothing  of  the  voting  system 
which  enables  the  landed  proprietors  to  send  to  the 
Duma  as  "the  peoples  representatives"  those 
peasants  who  can  be  depended  upon  to  do  their 
bidding. 

Exhibitions  are  interesting  ;  but  in  this  case  the 
visitor  should  reflect  upon  what  is  nol  on  view. 

D.  L. 


SUPPRESSING    THE  PRESS. 


The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg,  in  virtue  of  the 
Compulsory  Order  issued  by  himself  on  September 
17th,  has  sentenced  the  editor  of  the  Novaya 
Rabotcliaya  Gazcla  to  a  fine  of  500  roubles,  or  three 
months'  imprisonment,  for  the  publication  of  two 
articles  entitled  "The  Lotterv  "  and  "ACock-and- 
Bull  Story." 

In  virtue  of  the  same  Compulsory  Order,  the  Pre- 
fect of  St.  Petersburg  has  fined  the  editor  of  the 
weekly  law  journal  Pra;  0  3OO  roubles,  with  the  alter- 
native of  two  months'  imprisonment,  for  publishing 
an  article  entitled  "The  Activity  of  the  District 
and  Eield  Courts-Martial." 

The  Kiev  Mysl  and  the  Yujnaya  Kopeyka  have  been 
fined  300  roubles  each  for  having  reprinted  from  a 
metropolitan  paper  an  interview  with  Professor 
Bleyer  on  the  published  expert  evidence  in  the  Beilis 
case. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Reich  has  been  confiscated 
for  the  publication  of  an  article  headed  Nabroski 
("Jottings"),  and  the  editor  is  being  prosecuted 
under  Article  73  of  the  Penal  Code.  The  author  of 
the  offending  contribution,  M.  Levin,  had  written 
under  that  heading  several  criticisms  of  the  articles 
in  the  Novoe  Vrcmya  in  support  of  the  blood  accusa- 
tion. 

The  Den,  of  St.  Petersburg,  has  been  fined  500 
roubles  for  two  articles  entitled  :  "  Our  Aerial  Catas- 
trophies "  and  "The  Results  of  the  Agricultural 
Conference." 


PUBLICATION   OF  DUMA 
SPEECHES. 


Deputy  to  be  Prosecuted. 


To  Deputy  Swiecicki  has  fallen  the  distinction  of 
being  the  first  member  of  the  Duma  to  be  prose- 
cuted under  Article  1,034  °f  the  Criminal  Code,  which 
deals  with  the  deliberate  dissemination  of  false  news. 

M.  Swiecicki  is  alleged  to  have  committed  that 
offence  by  the  publication  of  a  pamphlet  (whose  con- 
fiscation we  reported  at  the  time)  containing  the 
speeches  delivered  in  the  Duma  by  M.  Lempicki, 
Father  Maciejewicz  and  himself  on  May  30th  and  31st 
and  July  2nd  of  last  year.  The  speeches  in  question, 
it  may  be  mentioned,  did  not  provoke  any  remon- 
strance on  the  part  of  the  Duma  President  at  the  time 
of  their  delivery. 


A   CRUEL  EXPULSION. 


A  Jewish  blacksmith  named  Abraham  Komarovsky 
has  been  expelled  from  the  village  of  Stavischa,  in 
the  government  of  Kiev,  under  peculiarly  harsh 
circumstances. 

Komarovsky,  who  has  followed  the  occupation  of 
blacksmith  for  forty  years  in  that  village,  was  unfor- 
tunately persuaded  to  attend  the  wedding  of  his 
cousin  at  the  townlet  of  Rujev,  where  he  spent  three 
days.  On  his  return  the  authorities  notified  him  that 
he  had  forfeited  his  right  of  residence  by  absenting 
himself  from  the  village.  In  spite  of  all  his  remon- 
strances and  petitions  the  elderly  Jew  was  expelled 
from  Stavischa,  and  has  now  arrived  at  the  town  of 
Makarov,  where  he  and  his  family  are  in  a  state  of 
starvation. 


Bishop  Panteleimon,  of  Minsk,  who  (as  reported 
last  week)  denounced  anti-Semitism  in  the  schools, 
has  been  made  the  subject  of  an  attack  in  the 
Russkoe  '/-namya,  the  organ  of  the  Union  of  the 
Russian  People. 

In  the  Duma  lobbies  it  is  asserted  that  General 
Kourloff,  the  former  Assistant  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
who  was  recently  prosecuted  for  negligence  in  con- 
nection with  the  assassination  of  M.  Stolypin,  is  to 
be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Senator. 

The  authorities  of  the  newly-created  government 
of  Holm,  which  has  been  detached  from  the  King- 
dom of  Poland,  have  prohibited  the  display  of  sign- 
boards bearing  Polish  or  Hebrew  inscriptions.  In 
future  only  Russian  inscriptions  will  be  permitted. 


THE    STRUGGLE    IN  FINLAND. 
Further  Persecution  of  Finnish  Officials. 

[From  Our  Own*  Correspondent.  J 

Hklsixgfors,  September  30th. 

To-day  three  more  Judges  belonging  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Viborg  were  arrested  and  taken 
to  St.  Petersburg  for  imprisonment.  On  the  25th 
inst.  the  Acting-Burgomaster  of  Viborg  and  a 
member  of  the  Town  Council  were  condemned  by 
the  St.  Petersburg  District  Court  to  five  months'  im- 
prisonment and  loss  of  the  right  to  occupy  any 
State  or  communal  position  for  three  years  on  a 
charge  of  resisting  the  Equality  Law.  It  is  now  the 
turn  of  Helsingfors  to  be  dragged  into  the  endless 
conflicts  arising  out  ot  the  Equality  Law.  Copies  of 
the  Russian  act  of  indictment  have  been  served  on 
the  acting  members  of  the  Helsingfors  Town  Council 
who  on  June  2nd  refused  to  admit  an  application  for 
trading  rights  presented  by  a  Russian  subject  named 
Ivan  L'satoff. 

There  are  at  present  twenty-one  Finnish  judges 
and  officials  serving  terms  of  imprisonment  in  a 
Russian  gaol  for  the  crime  of  applying  the  laws  which 
they  have  sworn  on  oath  to  uphold.  Soon  other  Fin- 
nish officials  will  help  to  swell  the  number.  Mean- 
while the  bitter  feeling  in  the  countiy  is  growing,  and 
sorrow  and  anxiety  are  overwhelming  many  families, 
whose  breadwinners  have  been  taken  away  by  force 
and  are  prohibited  from  earning  a  livelihood  in  the 
professions  they  have  chosen  even  after  they  have 
served  their  term  of  imprisonment.  That  is  the 
Russian  notion  of  justice. 


THE    OKHRANA    IN  FRANCE. 


Revelations  by  a  Russian  Refugee. 


It  may  be  recalled  that  in  July,  1910,  in  answer  to 
an  interpellation  made  by  M.  Jaures  in  the  French 
Chamber  of  Deputies  relating  to  the  doings  of 
Azef  and  Harting,  the  notorious  Russian  agents- 
provocateurs,  M.  Clemenceau  stated  that  the  Russian 
political  police  service  had  been  abolished  in  France. 

In  disproof  of  this  statement  the  well-known 
Russian  refugee,  M.  Vladimir  Bourtseff,  has  addressed 
an  open  letter  on  the  subject  to  M.  de  Pressense,  the 
President  of  the  Ligue  des  Droits  de  I  Homme.  M. 
Bourtseff  quotes  facts  of  a  nature  to  prove  that  not 
only  has  everything  remained  as  it  was,  but  Harting's 
successors  have  even  succeeded  in  organising  a 
"  Black  Cabinet "  on  a  most  extensive  scale  for  the 
examination  of  the  correspondence  of  Russian 
refugees  in  France.  He  supports  his  statement  by 
giving  a  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
Russian  spies  in  France. 

In  his  own  paper  M.  Bourtseff  gives  the  name  of 
the  man  who  committed  an  act  of  expropriation  at 
the  Odessa  branch  of  the  International  Bank  of  St. 
Petersburg  for  which  a  Socialist  named  Rogalski  was 
sentenced  to  death  by  court-martial  and  executed. 
He  has  ascertained  that  the  crime  was  not  com- 
mitted by  the  condemned  man,  but  by  a  provocator 
in  the  service  of  the  Okhrana.  It  was  Azef  who 
suggested  the  guilt  of  Rogalski,  in  order  to  shield  the 
real  criminal. 


MINISTERS   AND  MEASURES. 


No  Support  for  Bills  to  Fight  Drunken- 
ness and  Improve  Agriculture. 

M.  Kokovtsoff  has  declined  to  introduce  into  the 
Duma  a  Bill,  proposed  by  36  deputies,  which  makes 
provision  for  waging  war  against  drunkenness. 

The  Assistant-Minister  of  Agriculture,  M.  Ignatieff, 
has  declined  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  improving  the 
conditions  of  agriculture  among  the  peasants,  as 
proposed  by  31  deputies. 

The  Senior  Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod,  M. 
Sabler,  is  reported  to  have  opposed  in  the  Council  of 
Ministers  a  proposed  Bill  which  aimed  at  improving 
the  material  condition  of  the  clergy,  on  the  ground 
that  such  a  measure,  if  passed  by  the  Duma,  would 
tend  to  increase  the  prestige  of  the  legislative 
chamber. 


CHARITIES  SUPPRESSED. 

The  St.  Petersburg  authorities  have  closed  two 
charitable  institutions  established  by  Roman  Catho- 
lics—  viz.,  the  Good  Shepherd's  Shelter  and  the  House 
of  Charity  for  Female  Cancer  Patients. 

The  Kotokol,  the  organ  of  the  Synod  Missionaries, 
approves  of  these  measures  on  the  ground  of  the 
"dangerous"  character  of  the  institutions  in  question, 
which  are  declared  to  be  merely  a  subtle  device  for 
placing  Orthodox  Russia  at  the  feet  of  the  Pope. 
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THE    DRAMA   AT  KIEV. 


The  curtain  has  now  been  rung  up  on  what 
we  hope  will  prove  the  final  act  of  the  Kiev 
drama.  Beilis  has  at  last  been  brought  face  to 
face  with  his  accusers,  and  the  whole  civilised 
world  is  watching  the  scene  with  breathless 
interest.  It  is  well  that  the  performance  should 
take  place  in  so  fierce  a  light  and  before  so  huge 
an  audience  :  there  is  some  chance  now  that  at 
any  rate  the  outward  form  of  strict  judicial  pro- 
cedure will  be  respected,  and  that,  whatever  the 
verdict  may  be,  the  presentation  of  the  case  will 
be  complete  on  either  side.  There  are,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind,  two  cases  that  are  being 
simultaneously  fought ;  for,  while  Beilis  is  being 
arraigned  for  murder  before  a  jury  of  his 
countrymen,  the  whole  Jewish  faith  is  on  its 
trial  before  the  jury  of  public  opinion  on  as 
revolting  a  charge  as  was  ever  levelled  against  a 
religious  community.  We  shall  not  attempt  to 
anticipate  the  verdict  of  the  twelve  men  in 
whose  hands  the  fate  of  the  prisoner  lies,  and 
who  may  also  be  called  upon  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  the  larger  issue ;  but  we  are 
supremely  confident  that  the  world  of  civilisation 
and  culture,  which  on  innumerable  occasions  in 
the  past  has  denounced  the  blood  accusation  as 
an  infamous  libel  on  the  Jewish  people,  will  be 
equalty  emphatic  in  its  pronouncement  after  the 
Kiev  case  has  been  decided. 

Before  we  proceed  further  it  is  advisable  that 
a  clear  conception  should  be  obtained  as  to  the 
actual  terms  of  the  charge  brought  against 
Beilis.  We  say  this  because  in  certain  quarters 
there  appears  to  be  some  misapprehension  on 
this  point.  For  instance, the  special  correspondent 
of  the  Times  who  is  reporting  the  case  tele- 
graphed on  the  opening  day  of  the  trial  that 
"  ritual  murder  is  not  now  mentioned  in  the 
indictment,"  adding  that  "  it  remains  to  be  seen 
how  far  the  prosecution  will  attempt  to  intro- 
duce this  charge  in  court."  It  is  true  that  on 
the  following  day,  after  the  public  recital  of  the 
arte  d' accusation,  this  correspondent  qualified  his 
previous  declaration  by  stating  that  the  charge 
dismisses  the  various  theories  held  regarding  the 
authors  of  the  crime  and  "  adopts  the  public 
rumour  that  the  crime  was  committed  by  Jews 
and  that  Beilis  was  in  some  way  involved." 
We  pass  by  this  curious  attempt  to  fasten  the 
original  responsibility  for  the  "ritual  murder" 
charge  upon  public  opinion,  and  to  disguise  the 
fact  that  from  beginning  to  end  this  was  a  pre- 
conceived theory  which  the  authorities,  in 
obedience  to  a  mandate  from  the  political  agita- 
tors of  the  "  Black  Hundred  "  gang,  applied  to 
the  case,  and  persisted  in  applying  in  spite  of  the 
production  of  overwhelming  evidence  to  the  con- 
trary. Such  whitewashing  tactics  cannot  have 
much  influence  with  the  public  at  this  time  of 
the  day.  In  order,  however,  that  there  may  be 
no  question  as  to  what  the  official  indictment 
does  declare,  we  reproduce  the  text  of  its  most 
important  passage,  as  quoted  in  our  issue  of 
June  25th  last.    It  runs  as  follows  : — 

"  Beilis  is  charged  with  having,  after  precon- 
certed agreement  with  other  persons,  as  yet 
undiscovered,  from  motives  of  religious  fanati- 
cism and  for  ritual  purposes,  deliberately 
seized  Yuschinsky,  who  was  playing  with  other 
children  on  the  factory  grounds,  and  dragged 
him  into  the  factory  premises.     The  accom- 


plices then  tied  Yuschinsky's  hands,  gagged  his 
mouth,  and  killed  hitn  by  inflicting  with  a 
sharp  instrument  forty-seven  wounds  on  his 
head,  back,  and  bodjij,  thus  causing  injuries 
accompanied  by  prolonged  acute  sufferings,  and 
producing  a  total  exhaustion  of  the  blood." 
If  the  correctness  of  our  own  report  is  doubted, 
confirmation  will  be  found  in  the  very  full 
account  of  the  case  furnished  by  Reuter's 
Agency  three  months  later,  and  emanating 
from  its  Kiev  correspondent,  who  reproduces 
the  text  of  the  indictment  in  substantially  the 
same  language  as  that  given  above.  Moreover, 
during  the  past  week  the  Russian  papers 
have  published  the  indictment  in  e.rtenso,  and 
the  paragraph  we  quote  therefrom  in  another 
part  of  this  issue  is  practically  in  agreement 
with  our  former  report.  In  the  face  of  this 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  charge  brought 
against  Beilis  is  explicitly  one  of  "  ritual 
murder."  And,  such  being  the  case,  we  do  not 
feel  called  upon  to  respond  to  the  somewhat 
ingenuous  overtures  of  the  Tim-is  correspondent, 
who  pleads  for  "  a  suspense  of  judgment  abroad  " 
until  the  trial  has  been  corcluded.  If  this  were 
an  ordinary  murder  triaf  the  appeal  would  be 
perfectly  justified,  aad/  indeed,  unnecessary ; 
but  when  a  monstrous  indictment  of  this 
character  is  drawn  up,  and'when  it  is  deliberately 
suggested  that  the  Jewis^i  religion,  which  has 
stood  the  test  of  prejudice  and  persecution 
during  all  the  centuries  or  the  Dispersion,  sanc- 
tions human  sacrifice  as  a  ceremonial  rite, 
"  suspense  of  judgment "  becomes  an  impossibility 
with  right-thinking  men.  Suppose  that  a  pagan 
nation  were  to  bring  a  charge  of  f'  ritual  murder  " 
against  a  Christian  community  living  in  its 
midst  (and  in  the  earty  days  of  Christianity  such 
charges  were  not  unknown)  ;  would  the  Times 
make  a  similar  appeal  to  its  readers  Y  It  is  an 
insult  to  civilisation  that  we  should  even  be 
asked  to  bestow  upon  such  an  accusation,  which 
degrades  the  Russian  authorities  to  the  level  of 
the  most  ignorant  and  superstitious  bigots  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  the  dignity  of  a  judicial  and 
impartial  consideration. 

Turning  to  the  actualities  of  the  Kiev  trial,  we 
gather,  from  the  reports  available  at  the  time  of 
writing,  that  the  prosecution  is  not  feeling  very 
happy.  The  evidence  given  so  far  can  hardly  be 
regarded  as  convincing  proof  of  the  prisoner's 
guilt.  Yuschinsky's  mother  declared  in  court 
that  she  suspected  no  one  of  the  murder.  The 
victim's  teacher  deposed  that  as  soon  as  the 
corpse  was  lowered  into  the  grave  printed  pro- 
clamations inciting  the  populace  to  organise  a 
pogrom  against  the  Jews  were  scattered  abroad. 
Two  of  Yuschinsky's  schoolfellows  swore  that  the 
police  had  threatened  them  with  imprisonment 
unless  they  altered  their  testimony  concerning 
the  date  on  which  they  had  last  seen  the  mur- 
dered boy.  A  police  inspector  could  "  make  no 
definite  statement  regarding  a  piece  of  clotli 
pierced  by  a  sharp  instrument  found  in  Yuschin- 
sky's pocket,"  to  which,  it  is  stated,  the  prosecu- 
tion attaches  great  importance.  Another  witness, 
a  journalist,  stated  that  he  had  heard  Vera 
Tcheberyak,  whose  name  is  well  known  in  con- 
nection with  the  remarkable  disclosures  made  by 
M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky  and  others,  remark  that 
the  boy  had  been  killed  by  the  brothers  Mine  and 
one  of  his  own  relations.  A  woman  witness 
deposed  that  on  the  first  day  of  the  trial  she  had 
overheard,  in  the  witnesses'  room,  Vera  Tclie- 


beryak  instructing  a  boy  who  was  about  to  be 
called  to  say  that  he  had  seen  Beilis  seize  Yuschin- 
sky and  drag  him  off.  The  lamplighter 
Shakhovsky,  whose  evidence  was  given  great 
prominence  in  the  indictment,  and  who  was 
regarded  as  the  mainstay  of  the  prosecution, 
utterly  collapsed  in  the  witness-box,  and  affirmed 
that  at  his  previous  examinations  he  had  been 
intimidated  by  the  detectives  to  produce  evidence 
against  Beilis.  In  fact  the  whole  of  the  case 
for  the  prosecuti  on  so  far  has  broken  down,  and 
witness  after  witness  has  retracted  in  court  the 
evidence  given  before  the  Examining  Magistrate 
and  extracted  by  methods  with  which  we  are 
tolerably  familiar. 

Truly,  as    Reuter's    correspondent  observes, 
"  the  case  is  becoming  hourly  more  sordid  than 
ever."     But  the  greatest  sensation  so  far  has 
been  furnished  by  the    Kievlanin*     This  is  a 
Conservative    newspaper  of    anti-Semitic  ten- 
dencies published  in  Kiev.    Strangely  enough, 
however,   it    is    capable    of   subordinating  its 
inherent  prejudices  to  the  claims  of  honesty  and 
justice.    It  was  the  first  Russian  newspaper  to 
publish  the  revelations  of  M.  Brazul-Brushkov- 
sky in  February,  1912.    Xow  it  has  raised  the 
official  wrath  by  printing  a  long  article  in  which 
that  indictment  is  mercilessly  dissected.  "The 
charge  against  Beilis,."  it  declares.  "  is  a  charge 
of  the  most  infamous  superstition  against  a  whole 
religion.    .    .    .    The  indictment- is  that  of  a 
lisping  child,  and  any  able  counsel  nan  easily 
destroy,  it."     The  Ru  ssian  Government  must 
have    been   sufficiently   disconcerted    when  it 
observed  the    profound  interest  that  is  being 
taken  in  this  revolting  case  abroad,  and  when  it 
read  the  condemnatory  articles  that  have  s  ppeared 
in  practically  every  foreign  newspaper  of  repute. 
It  must  have  been  unfeignedly  sorry  that  it  ever 
concerned  it-ielf  with  the  affair.   When,  however, 
it  now  finds  itself  violently  attacked  in  the  house 
of  its  own  friends,  and  the  party  motive  that  is 
at  the  bottom  of    the    whole    case  ruthlessly 
exposed,  its  feelings  may  be  better  imagined  than 
described.    The  courageous  article  in  the  Kiev- 
lanin  tears  the  last  shred  of  disguise  from  the 
official  campaign.    Beilis,  like  Dreyfus,  is  now 
clearly  discerned  by  the  world  at  large  to  be  the 
victim  of  an  organised  anti-Semitic  conspiracy, 
to    which   the    Government,  if  not  its  "  only 
begetter,"  has  at  any  rate  acted  as  foster-parent. 
And,  if  the  verdict  of  civilisation  counts  for  any- 
thing, the  plot  has  already  recoiled  upon  the  heads 
of  the  conspirators  themselves. 


"  NO  CONSTITUTION." 


Deputy  Kerensky  recently  delivered  an  address  on 
the  work  of  the  fourth  Duma  before  a  large  audience 
at  Ekaterinburg,  Perm.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks 
he  happened  to  mention  the  word  "  Constitution." 
The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police,  who  was  present, 
at  once  warned  him  that  the  use  of  that  word  was 
forbidden,  since  "  there  is  no  Constitution." 


SCHOOL  ADMISSION  LOTTERY. 


The  Ministry  of  Education  is  said  to  be  preparing 
a  Bill  which  provides  that  the  Jewish  pupils' admitted 
to  the  intermediate  schools  under  the  percentage 
system  are  to  be  selected  by  lot,  and  not,  as  hitherto, 
by  competitive  examination. 

The  lottery  system  has  already  been  applied  with 
regard  to  the  admission  of  Jews  to  the  Universities 
and  other  high  schools. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


BEILIS    ON  TRIAL. 

Scenes  at  the  Opening  of  the  Case. 


The  trial  cf  Beilis  on  the  charge  of  having  murdered 
the  boy  Yuschinsky  for  ritual  purposes  opened 
before  the  District  Court  of  Kiev  last  Wednesday, 
and  is  still  in  progress.  The  very  informing  reports 
of  the  trial  furnished  by  Renter's  correspondent 
which  have  appeared  in  the  general  Press  render  it 
unnecessary  for  us  to  do  more  than  give  a  few 
supplementary  details.  The  main  aspects  of  the  case 
are  summed  up  in  our  leading  article. 

On  the  opening  day  of  the  trial  boys  were  running 
about  the  streets  of  Kiev  distributing  anti-Semitic 
leaflets  issued  by  the  local  Dvuglavy  Orel  (Double- 
Headed  Eagle)  organisation,  a  body  which  advocates 
the  institution  of  pogroms  against  the  Jews.  Copies 
of  Advocate  Shmakoff's  pamphlet,  "Tortured  to 
Death  by  the  Jews,"  were  also  being  forced  into  the 
hands  of  passers-by. 

Press  Accommodation. 

Only  the  correspondents  of  the  Ministerial  organ, 
the  Rossia,  and  of  the  Novoe  Vrcmya,  which  has 
distinguished  itself  even  more  prominently  as  a 
champion  of  the  blood  accusation,  were  accommo- 
dated with  seats  in  the  body  of  the  court.  All  the 
other  correspondents  were  relegated  to  the  gallery, 
whence  they  could  neither  see  nor  hear  much  of  what 
was  going  on.  They  were  not  allowed  to  penetrate 
into  the  body  of  the  Court  even  during  the  intervals. 

Even  so  a  careful  selection  had  been  made  with 
regard  to  the  correspondents  admitted.  While  many 
great  metropolitan  papers  could  not  obtain  passes, 
seats  had  been  reserved  for  insignificant  pogrom 
publications  such  as  the  Potchaycv  Lisiok  or  the 
utterly  unknown  Black  Hundred  organ  the  Tchcr- 
nigov  Slovo,  which  is  of  the  size  of  a  sheet  of  notepaper. 

The  court  was  composed  of  the  President  of  the 
Kiev  District  Court,  M.  Boldyreff,  with  Judges  K.  A. 
Vigura  and  Prince  Jevakhoff  as  assessors  on  either 
side. 

A  curious  note  was  struck  at  the  opening  of  the  pro- 
ceedings by  the  President  asking  Beilis  whether  he 
was  a  Jew.  The  prisoner,  raising  his  voice,  replied, 
"  Yes,  I  am  a  Jew." 

The  accused  had  spent  the  night  preceding  the 
trial  without  sleep,  and  did  not  take  tea  offered  to  him 
in  court  at  6  a.m.  To  his  great  relief,  at  8  a.m.  he  was 
allowed  to  change  his  prisoner's  garb  for  civilian 
dress. 

Professor  Sikorsky's  Absence. 

The  non-appearance  of  Professor  Sikorsky  gave 
rise  to  an  animated  discussion.  The  professor  had 
sent  in  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  he  had  been 
very  ill  for  the  last  two  years,  being  too  weak  to 
leave  his  home,  and  that  he  was  not  able  to  speak  for 
more  than  half  an  hour  at  a  time.  He  expressed, 
however,  his  willingness  to  come  to  court  at  the 
proper  time  to  give  explanations. 

The  Public  Prosecutor  supported  the  professor's 
statement,  as  did  Advocate  Shmakoff,  who  described 
Prof.  Sikorsky  as  "  the  greatest  scientific  authority 
in  the  world." 

Advocate  Grusenberg,  however,  the  leading  counsel 
for  the  defence,  strongly  objected  to  this  course,  on 
the  ground  that  no  account  could  be  taken  of  the 
conclusions  of  an  expert  who  had  not  heard  the 
depositions  of  the  witnesses  or  consulted  with  his 
colleagues.  His  objection  was  all  the  greater 
because  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  to  whose  share — 
that  of  the  prosecution  or  of  the  defence — would  fall 
the  lucky  thirty  minutes  during  which  the  professor 
was  endowed  with  speech. 

The  court  ultimately  accepted  Prof.  Sikorsky's 
plea  of  illness,  but  rejected  his  offer  to  attend  the 
court  for  half  an  hour.  The  professor's  original  con- 
clusions, it  was  stated,  would  be  made  public. 

The  Jury. 

Although  Kiev  has  a  very  mixed  population,  all  the 
jurymen  bear  purely  Russian  names.  It  might  be 
imagined  that  the  trial  was  being  held,  not  in  the 
capital  of  the  Lkraine,  but  in  the  very  heart  of  a 
Great  Russian  province. 

Contrary  to  the  general  practice  at  Kiev,  it  fell  to 
the  lot  of  Beilis  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  composed 
chiefly  of  simple  peasants.  The  foreman  of  the  jury 
is  a  Post-office  official,  Government  Secretary 
Milnikoff.  3 

The  Governor  of  Kiev  has  fined  the  Kiev  Mysl  500 
roubles  for  publishing  articles  condemning  the  blood 
accusation. 

The  Yujnaya  Kopcyka,  of  Kiev,  has  been  fined  300 
roubles  for  publishing  a  telegram  from  St.  Peters- 
burg relating  to  lh-;  Beilis  case. 

A  pamphlet  entitled  "Mendel  Beilis"  was  confis- 
cated at  Kiev  before  it  left  the  printers,  by  order  of 
the  Governor.  The  pamphlet  gave  the  history  of 
the  origin  of  the  trial. 

The  Goto  Kishintva,  the  Bessarabia  Jizn,  and  the 
Novostt  Kishineva  have  been  confiscated  for  articles 
on  the  Beilis  case,  and  their  editors  are  being  prose- 
cuted under  Article  1,0-54  Oi  the  Penal  Code. 

'I       workmen  at   Homel  ca-ried  out  a  one-'ljv 


strike  by  way  of  protc-l  against  the  Beilis  trial. 
Several  of  the  strikers  have  been  arrested. 

In  the  same  town,  as  in  many  others,  a  number  of 
Jews  observed  the  opening  day  of  the  trial  as  a  fast- 
day. 

At  Dvinsk  the  workshops  and  the  printers 
organised  a  protest  strike  for  one  day,  with  the 
result  that  no  papers  were  able  to  appear  there  on 
October  9th. 

The  Official  Indictment. 

During  the  past  week  the  Russian  papers  have 
published  the  full  text  of  the  acte  ci' accusation,  the 
material  portions  of  which  have  already  been  repro- 
duced in  Darkest  Russia.  Towards  the  end  of  this 
lengthy  document  the  charge  is  formulated  as 
follows  : — 

"  On  the  strength  of  the  above,  Menachiel 
Mendel  Tevyev  Beilis,  aged  thirty-nine,  a 
burgher  of  the  town  of  Yassilkov,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Kiev,  is  charged  with  the  fact  that  on 
March  25th,  191 1,  at  the  town  of  Kiev,  after  pre- 
liminary agreement  with  other  persons  unknown, 
and  with  the  preconceived  intention,  for  motives 
of  religious  fanaticism  and  for  ritual  purposes,  of 
taking  the  life  of  the  boy  Andrey  Yuschinsky, 
aged  twelve,  he  seized  the  said  Yuschinsky,  who 
was  playing  with  other  children  on  the  estate  of 
Zaytseff's  brickworks,  situated  in  Upper  Yurkov- 
skaya-street,  and  dragged  him  into  the  premises 
of  the  factory,  where  the  accomplices  of  Beilis, 
with  the  latter's  knowledge  and  consent,  having 
bound  Yuschinsky's  arms  and  gagged  him, 
killed  him  by  inflicting  with  a  pointed  instru- 
ment forty-seven  wounds  on  the  head,  neck,  and 
body,  causing  lesions  of  the  cerebral  vein,  of 
the  cervical  veins,  and  of  the  artery  of  the  left 
temple,  as  well  as  lesions  of  the  cerebral  dura 
mater,  the  liver,  the  right  kidney,  the  lungs,  and 
the  heart,  which  lesions,  accompanied  as  they 
were  by  intense  and  prolonged  suffering,  pro- 
duced an  almost  total  exhaustion  of  blood  from 
Yuschinsky's  body.'' 
This  paragraph  of  the  indictment  in  a  slightly 

abbreviated  form  was  reproduced  in  our  issue  of 

June  25th  last. 


"BLOOD   LIBEL"  HISTORY. 

Confessions  Which  Could   Not  be 
Extracted  by  Torture. 


A  book  has  just  been  published  in  Russia  entitled 
Material  on  the  Question  of  the  Charges  of  Ritual 
Crime  Brought  against  the  Jews.  It  is  a  collection  of 
documents  in  Latin  and  Polish,  relating  to  accusa- 
tions that  have  been  brought  against  Jews  in  Poland 
and  Lithuania.  Papers  like  the  Novoe  Vremya  and 
the  Zemschina  are  fond  of  pointing  to  such  trials  and 
condemnations  as  proofs  ttiat  the  practice  of 
"ritual  murder''  prevails  among  the  Jews.  These 
bare  judicial  documents  show,  however,  that  the 
convictions  recorded  had  no  other  support  than  con- 
fessions extracted  by  torture,  and  cannot  always 
claim  even  that  worthless  warranty. 

One  of  the  documents  quoted,  for  instance,  runs 
as  follows  :  — 

"  Although  they  [the  prisoners]  were  stretched 
three  i times  on  the  rack  and  tortured  by  fire, 
they  obstinately  refused  to  confess.  The  process 
was  afterwards  repeated,  but  in  vain.  The 
Court  then  resolved  that  the  Christians  should 
take  an  oath  that  the  child  had  really  been 
murdered  by  Jews,  and,  on  this  oath  being 
taken,  condemned  the  accused  to  the  penalty  of 
death." 

At  one  of  the  "  ritual  "  trials  which  took  place  in  the 
town  of  Dunaygorod,  in  Podolia,  three  Jews — Mendel 
Isaacovitch,  Mendel  Zelikovitch,  and  Liberman 
Haskelevitch — were  accused  by  a  peasant  woman 
named  Mandzi  of  the  abduction  and  murder  of 
her  child.  Although,  according  to  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings,  the  woman  Mandzi  was  proved  at 
her  interrogatory  to  be  "clearly  of  unsound  mind," 
while  "  the  unbelieving  Mendel  and  Liberman  would 
not  confess  even  under  torture,"  the  accused  were 
condemned. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  accusers  of  the 
Jews  had  to  stick  to  their  calumnies,  since  a 
retractation  involved  the  application  of  torture  to 
themselves. 

Many  other  cases  are  quoted,  but  perhaps  the  most 
striking  document  in  the  hook  is  that  which  embodies 
the  views  on  the  blood  accusation  expressed  by  the 
Russian  Council  of  State  as  tar  back  as  1834,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Velij  case,  and  which  runs  as 
follows : — 

"This  daik  and  obsolete  prejudice,  which  has 
never  been  proved  by  any  ascertained  facts  or 
judicially  confirmed  in  a  strictly  legal  sense, 
may  have  originated  in  superstitious  legends.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  this  prejudice  will  disappear 
among  us,  with  the  progress  of  education,  as  it 
has  already  been  eradicated  in  the  other  coun- 
tries of  Europe." 

-  Dm  ^£  .1   -  .  .  


M.    GUTCHKOFF    SPEAKS  OUT. 

Powerful  Denunciation  of  the  Government 
by  Municipal  Worker*. 

The  Municipal  Workers'  Congress  held  a  few  days 
ago  at  Kiev  was  remarkable  for  an  outbur-*.  -A 
denunciation  directed  against  the  Government  and 
the  present  regime. 

M.  N'ovikoff,  a  delegate  from  Moscow,  declared  in 
the  course  of  his  speech  that  neither  a  radical  reform 
in  municipal  government  nor  any  improvement  in 
Russian  life  generally  was  conceivable  until  the 
political  reforms  promised  in  the  October  Manifesto 
had  been  realised.  The  speaker  was  interrupted  by 
the  police  representative  who  was  present  at  the 
meeting,  and  was  followed  by  M.  Gutchkoff,  the 
leader  of  the  Octobrist  part)'.  Disregarding  the 
repeated  warnings  of  the  police  official,  and  even  the 
protests  of  the  chairman,  M.  Gutchkoff  delivered  a 
spirited  attack  on  the  Government. 

"We  cannot,"  he  said,  "conceal  the  fact  that  the 
work  of  the  Congress  has  been  marked  by  deep 
depression  and  by  the  absence  of  any  faith  in  the 
results  of  its  work.    Those  present  are  profoundly 
convinced  that  nothing  of  what  is  proposed  will  see 
the  light,  since  impediments  are  to  be  found  in  the 
general  conditions  under  which  the  Congress  has  to 
work.    The  paralysis  of  the  whole  State  organism, 
the  legislative  deadlock,  the  disordered  state  of  the 
administration,    and    the    Government's  hostility 
towards  self-government — such  are  the  conditions 
that  have  given  birth  to  the  present  political  posi- 
tion.   We  should  be  failing  in  our  duty  if  we  did  not 
give  full  and  clear  expression  to  this  belief.    I  there- 
fore move  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : — 
"'  This  Congress  declares  that  the  immediate 
and    complete    realisation  of  the  enterprises 
contemplated  by  it,   together   with  a  radical 
revision  of  the  Municipal  Regulations,  forms 
an  essential  necessity  and  the  only  method  of 
improving  the  municipal  administration  and  the 
conditions  of  urban  life. 

"  '  That  the  realisation   of  this  programme 
meets  with  serious  impediments  in  the  political 
conditions  of  the  country  ;  in  the  serious  dead- 
lock of  constructive  legislation ;   in  the  utter 
disorganisation  of  the  administration  ;   and  in 
the  Government's  attitude  towards  the  organs  of 
self-government.    That  any  further  delay  in  the 
realisation  of  indispensable   reforms    and  any 
deviation  from  the  principles  jenunciated  in  the 
Manifesto  of  October  30th  threaten  the  country 
with  terrible   convulsions    and    ruinous  con- 
sequences.' " 
Although  in  the  middle  of  the  recital  the  police- 
official  declared  the  Congress  closed,  M.  Gutchkoff 
persisted  in  reading  it  to  the  end,  and  it  was  greeted 
with  vociferous  applause. 


ANTI-BAPTIST  CAMPAIGN. 


Significant  Threat  in  Offical  Communi- 
cation. 


The  recent  opening  of  a  Baptist  House  of  Praver 
in  St.  Petersburg  has  provoked  a  passionate  protest 
from  Prince  Meschersky,  the  editor  of  the  Conserva- 
tive Grajcianin.  He  cannot  understand  the  equa- 
nimity and  inactivity  of  the  Holy  Synod,  which, 
while  despatching  military  expeditions  against  the 
"  heretics ''  of  Mount  Athos,  remains  indifferent  to 
the  calamity  threatening  the  Orthodox  Church  in  the 
persons  of  the  Baptists,  who  may  already  be  counted 
by  the  hundred  thousand. 

The  Official  Information  Bureau  has  now  issued  a 
communication  on  the  subject  to  the  Press.  It  states 
that  so  far  the  doctrines  of  the  Russian  Baptists  have 
not  offered  sufficient  grounds,  under  the  present  law. 
for  rendering  Baptism  criminally  punishable  as  an 
immoral  or  fanatical  creed.  There  is  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, continues  the  official  communication,  that  its 
leaders  are  making  proselytes,  not  only  among  the 
heterodox,  but  particularly  among  the  masses  of  the 
native  Orthodox  population. 

"  In  view  of  the  negative  attitude  of  our  legislation 
towards  the  propaganda  of  heterodoxy  and  of  various 
creeds,"  it  is  added,  "  the  special  conditions  under 
which  the  Baptists  operate  impose  upon  the  Ministry 
of  the  Interior  the  duty  of  carefully  watching  their 
sect,  and  render  it  necessary  to  combat  energeti- 
cally, within  the  limits  of  the  existing  laws,  such 
manifestations  of  Baptism  as  clearly  do  net  follow 
from  the  substance  of  the  denominational  rights 
granted  to  sects  by  the  Imperial  Manifesto  of  April 
30th,  1905." 


Last  Wednesday  two  members  of  the  Helsingfors 
magistracy  were  arrested  for  resisting  the  operation 
of  the  Russian-made  Equality  Law,  but  were  subse- 
quently released  on  bail. 


October  15.  1913. 
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NOTES. 


The  Jury  at  Kiev. 

A  point  to  which  attention  should  be  drawn  in 
connection  with  the  trial  of  Beilis  is  the  compo- 
sition of  the  jury.  Six  of  its  members,  we  learn, 
are  simple  peasants,  three  are  minor  Government 
officials,  two  are  tradespeople,  and  the  twelfth 
"  may  belong  to  the  professional  classes."  A 
doctor  who  was  on  the  list,  and  whom  the  defence 
endeavoured  to  have  included  on  the  ground  of 
education,  was  objected  to  by  the  Public  Prose- 
cutor— also,  presumably,  on  the  ground  of  edu- 
cation. There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  prose- 
cution has  done  its  best  to  empanel  a  jury  which 
it  may  hope  to  convince  by  arguments  that  would 
not  appeal  to  an  ordinary  citizen.  We  remember 
the  cause  that  led  to  the  first  postponement  of 
the  trial.  It  was  originally  fixed  to  take  place  on 
May  17th  of  last  year — nearly  a  year  and  a  half 
ago — but  it  was  found  that  the  jurors'  lists 
included  one  or  more  Jews  in  each  session,  and 
that  the  majority  of  the  other  jurors  were  pro- 
fessional men.  It  was  regarded  as  a  hopeless 
task  to  endeavour  to  persuade  such  men  of  the 
truth  of  the  "  blood  libel,"  and  therefore  the 
fiction  of  the  illness  of  some  of  the  Government's 
expert  witnesses  (an  excuse  which  is  serving 
to-day  to  dispense  with  the  appearance  of  Pro- 
fessor Sikorsky  and  prevent  his  cross-examina- 
tion by  the  defence)  was  invented  as  a  pretext 
for  putting  off  the  trial.  No  doubt  the  prose- 
cution regards  its  chance  of  securing  a  conviction, 
or  a  A-erdict  upholding  the  "  ritual  "  theory,  as 
vastly  improved  now  that  it  has  secured  a  jury 
three-quarters  of  whom  are  either  peasants  or 
Government  officials  ;  ignorance  and  sunerstition 
and  the  desire  for  promotion  are  factors  which 
can  generally  be  relied  upon  to  serve  the  purpose 
of  the  authorities.  But  already  the  trial  has 
taken  such  a  course  that  the  most  optimistic  of 
the  anti-Semites  must  be  finding  it  difficult  to 
keep  up  his  spirits.  In  the  words  of  Reuter's 
correspondent,  "  the  prosecution  is  crumbling." 

At  Turn  of  Tide. 

Kiev  at  'present  is  the  city  of  sensations. 
Sandwiched  in  between  the  Nationalist  demon- 
stration fiasco  at  the  grave  of  Stolypin  and  the 
undying  shame  of  the  Beilis  trial,  there  has 
recently  taken  place  in  the  same  city  a  Congress 
of  Municipal  Workers  which  has  attracted  con- 
siderable attention.  Cautiously  as  the  business 
was  conducted  by  the  chairman,  who  was  in 
hourly  dread  of  police  interference  and  the 
premature  closing  of  the  proceedings,  the  Con- 
gress could  not  be  prevented  from  registering  a 
scathing  condemnation  of  the  present  system  of 
government.  And  it  is  significant  in  the  extreme 
that  the  strongly-worded  resolution  with  which 
the  business  of  the  Congress  was  concluded  was 
proposed  not  by  a  Socialist,  a  Democrat,  or  even 
a  Progressist,  but  by  the  leader  of  the  Octobrist 
party  and  former  President  of  the  Duma,  M. 
Alexander  Gutchkoff,  whose  co-operation  with 
the  late  M.  Stolypin  in  the  third  Duma 
went  far  towards    making  the   restoration  of 


the  Reactionary  regime^  possible.  M.  Gutch- 
koff spoke  his  mind  without  paying  the 
least  attention  to  the  repeated  prohibitions  of 
the  police  representative  who  was  present,  and 
persisted  in  reading  the  terms  of  his  resolution 
even  after  that  official  had  finally  declared  the 
Congress  dissolved.  The  deaiening  applause 
with  which  his  audience  greeted  his  denunciation 
of  "  the  paralysis  of  the  whole  State  organism, 
the  legislative  deadlock,  the  disordered  state  of 
the  administration,  and  the  Government's  hos- 
tility towards  self-government,"  and  his  demand 
for  a  complete  realisation  of  the  principles  of  the 
October  Manifesto,  shows  that  the  Russian 
people  is  at  last  awakening  to  a  sense  of  its  own 
strength.  The  tide  of  revolt  against  the  present 
conditions  of  existence  in  Russia  is  setting  in 
with  a  force  that  recalls  the  movement  of  the 
Revolution  years,  and  sooner  or  later  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  overwhelmed  in  its  irresistible 
flood.  A  little  longer,  and  even  measures  of 
concession  and  propitiation  will  not  avail  to  keep 
back  the  waters  of  destruction. 


The  Nightmare  of  Co-operation. 

Our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  forwards  us 
the  details  of  the  official  suppression  of  two 
prominent  Russian  societies.  The  attitude  of 
the  authorities  towards  associations  of  every 
kind  is  that  they  may  only  be  suffered  to  exist  as 
long  as  they  do  nothing.  Directly  they  display 
an  inclination  to  hold  meetings  and  otherwise 
fulfil  the  object  of  their  creation  they  are  sum- 
marily dissolved.  It  is  nothing,  of  course,  that 
the  law  only  sanctions  the  suppression  of  those 
associations  which  pursue  "  immoral  or  illegal 
aims,"  or  which  "  threaten  public  order."  A 
regard  for  the  law  has  never  been  a  character- 
istic of  Russian  officialdom,  and  usually  no  reason 
at  all  is  given  for  the  dissolution  of  a  society  ; 
and  in  any  case,  with  the  ;help  of  the  judicial 
authorities,  nothing  is  simpler  than  to  construe 
the  most  innocuous  form  of  activity  as  "  illegal  " 
or  "dangerous."  The  two-  cases  which  our 
correspondent  cites — that  of  the  St.  Petersburg- 
Law  Society  and  of  the  Kharkov  Bakers'  and 
Confectioners'  Employees  Society — are  each  in 
its  own  way  typical ;  and  (hundreds  of  other 
recent  examples  might  be  quoted.  The  fact  is 
that  in  the  eyes  of  the  Administration  any 
gathering  of  Russian  citizens  is  a  menace  to  its 
own  existence.  Co-operation  is  the  nightmare 
which  unceasingly  disturbs  the  repose  of  the 
bureaucracy,  fully  aware  as  it  is  of  the  crazy 
foundation  on  which  its  power  rests.  An  intelli- 
gent interest  in  current  affairs — social  no  less 
than  political — is  therefore  to  be  discouraged  at 
all  cost,  and  this  task  the  Russian  Government 
has  set  itself  to  perform  in  its  own  inimitable 
manner. 


A  Finnish  Prosecution. 

In  Finland  the  Russian  authorities  do  not  con- 
fine themselves  to  suppression.  The  promoters 
of  the  Voima  Association,  a  body  which  was 
founded  for  the  encouragement  of  athletics  and 
sports,  have  been  made  the  victims  of  a  criminal 
prosecution,  being  charged  with  the  organisation 
of  a  military  conspiracy.  The  importation  of  a  | 
few  old  rifles  for  the  purpose  of  target-practice 
is  one  of  the  counts  in  the  indictment ;  but  more 
serious  is  the  production  of  printed  circulars  of 
treasonable  character,  which  are  declared  to  have 
been  issued  by  the  Association,  but  which  are 
obviously  forgeries  manufactured  by  the  secret 
police.  During  the  hearing  of  the  case  at  Abo 
the  court  requested  the  prosecution  to  furnish  it 
with  certain  pertinent  particulars  regarding 
these  circulars,  but  the  information  has  been 
refused.  It  is  hardly  likely,  therefore,  that  the 
Finnish  court  will  condemn  the  prisoners,  and  in 
view  of  this  fact,  it  is  reported,  an  attempt  is 
being  made  to  have  the  trial  of  the  case  trans- 
ferred to  the  St.  Petersburg  Court  of  Appeal.  In 
the  Russian  courts,  of  course,  forged  documents 
are  regarded  with  a  kindlier  and  less  critical  eye 
than  in  Finland,  and  once  the  case  has  been 


transferred  there  should  be  little  difficulty  in 
securing  a  condemnation.  Still,  these  constant 
appearances  of  Finnish  prisoners  in  the  Russian 
courts  must  be  found  a  little  inconvenient,  and 
we  may  therefore  expect  in  the  near  future  to 
see  a  determined  movement  set  on  foot  for  the 
"  russification  "  of  the  Finnish  judicature.  When 
that  reform  has  been  accomplished,  the  task  of 
completing  the  ruin  of  the  Grand  Duchy  will  be 
rendered  absurdly  simple. 

Ban  on  Baptists. 

The  Jews  are  by  no  means  the  only  religious 
community  to  suffer  from  the  attentions  of  the 
Russian  Administration.  We  have  frequently 
recorded  the  sufferings  of  the  non-Orthodox 
Christian  sects,  whose  houses  of  worship  have 
been  closed  by  official  order  and  whose  preachers 
have  been  prose3uted  as  criminals.  The  Baptists, 
it  is  clear,  are  regarded  as  an  especially  dangerous 
element  in  the  State.  An  official  communication 
which  has  just  been  issued  devotes  itself- to  an 
examination  of  the  problem  raised  by  the  large 
number  of  proselytes  to  that  community  from 
among  the  Orthodox  masses,  and  indicates  that 
the  severest  methods  of  repression  possible  under 
the  existing  law  will  henceforth  be  taken  to 
combat  the  propagation  of  their  faith.  Reading 
between  the  lines  of  this  communication,  we 
gather  that  considerable  regret  is  experienced  in 
official  circles  that  it  is  not  possible  to  take  legal 
proceedings  against  the  disseminators  of  any 
branch  of  nonconformity.  But  here,  as  else- 
where, the  limitations  of  the  law  are  not  likely 
to  impose  any  serious  impediment  to  the  realisa- 
tion of  the  Government's  desires,  and  the  Baptists 
may  therefore  take  it  for  granted  that  a  new  era 
of  persecution  has  begun  for  them  in  Russia. 
Nonconformity,  like  any  other  manifestation  of 
independence,  is  one  of  the  seven  deadly  sins  in 
the  bureaucratic  code. 


FORGED  CIRCULARS. 


Revival  of  the  Case  Against  a  Finnish 
Athletic  Association. 


In  our  issue  of  April  23rd  last  we  reported  the 
revival  of  the  criminal  charge  brought  against  the 
members  of  the  Voima  Association,  a  body  which 
was  formed  in  1906  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
sports  and  athletics  in  Finland.  The  Association 
was  dissolved  in  1907,  and  in  the  following  year 
criminal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  Abo 
Supreme  Court  against  its  leading  members.  The 
case  was  bolstered  up  on  the  fact  that  a  few  military 
rifles  of  an  obsolete  type  had  been  imported  for 
target-practice,  and  on  the  allegation  that  treason- 
able circulars  had  been  sent  out  in  the  name  of  the 
Association.  These  documents,  in  point  of  fact, 
were  official  forgeries — a  fact  which  was  apparent  at 
first  sight  from  their  style  and  faulty  language. 

At  the  time  it  was  found  impossible  to  proceed 
with  the  case,  and  the  prosecution  was  dropped. 
Last  April,  however,  after  a  lapse  of  five  years,  it  was 
revived  by  the  Russian  Procurator,  and  the  accused 
persons  were  again  brought  before  the  Court  of 
Appeal  at  Abo.  The  case,  writes  our  Helsingfors 
correspondent,  is  still  proceeding.  The  court  has 
addressed  several  requests  to  the  prosecution  for 
information  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  circulars, 
alleged  to  have  been  issued  by  the  Association,  came 
into  the  possession  of  the  Russian  Ministry  of  the 
Interior ;  but  information  on  this  head  has  been 
consistently  refused. 

During  the  trial  some  interesting  evidence  was 
given  by  the  representative  of  a  Finnish  newspaper, 
who  said  that,  on  learning  that  secret  documents 
incriminating  the  Voima  Association  were  in  the 
I  possession  ot  the  Governor-General's  office,  he  called 
at  the  office  and  made  inquiries.  Various  officials 
denied  the  existence  of  such  documents,  but  by 
means  of  a  subterfuge  he  managed  to  get  a  sight  of 
them,  and  he  then  came  to  the  conclusion  that  an 
attempt  at  "  provocation  "  was  being  made  by  the 
Russian  authorities  in  Finland. 

At  the  hearing  on  the  8th  inst.  a  document  signed 
by  Leonid  Menshikoff,  the  former  chief  of  the 
Okhrana  and  gendarmerie  in  Finland,  was  read.  In 
this  communication  M.  Menshikoff  clearly  exposed 
the  forged  character  of  the  circulars,  which,  he 
stated,  were  really  intended  to  incite  Russians 
against  Finland.  He  also  made  astounding  revela- 
tions as  to  the  methods  employed  by  the  Okhrana 
and  gendarmerie  in  Finland. 

Since  it  is  obvious  that  the  Abo  Court  of  Appeal 
must  acquit  the  accused,  the  question  of  having  the 
case  transferred  to  the  St.  Petersburg  Court  of 
Appeal  is  bsing  discussed  in  the  Governor-General's 
office. 
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WHAT    THE    PEOPLE  WANT. 

Prohibited  Electoral  Mandates  from  the 
Masses. 


UNPUBLISHED  DOCUMENTS. 


(Third  Article.0) 

While  painting  the  condition  of  the  country  in 
sombre  colours,  the  democratic  electors  pressed  upon 
their  representatives  in  the  Duma  demands  for  those 
changes  which  they  considered  necessary,  at  the 
same  time  indicating  the  manner  in  which  those 
demands  should  be  realised. 

The  first  and  most  urgent  demand  expressed  in  the 
mandates  was  an  amnesty  for  political  exiles  and 
prisoners,  the  release  of  these  champions  of  the 
people's  libertyfrom  their livingtombs.  "  We  demand 
an  amnesty  for  our  fathers  and  brothers  who  have 
fought  for  the  people's  cause,"  wrote  the  peasants  of 
a  village  in  the  government  of  Mohilev.  "  We 
demand  an  amnesty  for  all  those  who  have  suffered 
for  their  political  convictions,  for  carrying  on  the 
struggle  against  the  Government  and  the  land- 
owners," declared  the  electors  of  the  government  of 
Xijni.  The  inmates  of  the  Morshansk  prison  pointed 
out  to  the  members  of  the  Duma  that  they  owed 
their  election  and  the  very  existence  of  the  Duma  to 
the  fighters  for  liberty.  They  stated  that  the  amnesty 
must  be  complete  and  general ;  all  those  who  were 
regarded  by  the  Government  as  political  "  criminals" 
must  be  liberated  without  any  restrictions. 

The  Saviours  of  the  People. 

The  electors  of  the  town  of  Kustanay,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Turgaysk,  declared  in  their  mandate  : — 

"  There  must  be  an  amnesty  because  the  men 
who  are  now  languishing  in  prison  and  in  exile 
have  been  endeavouring,  by  spreading  the  truth, 
to  enlighten  the  ignorant  people,  to  throw  off 
the  yoke  of  slavery  from  their  shoulders,  and  to 
lead  them  towards  a  bright  future,  when  the 
Kingdom  of  God  will  be  established  upon  earth — 
the  kingdom  of  liberty,  equality,  and  fraternity. 
They  are  men  who  firmly  keep  in  mind  the 
commandment  of  Christ  to  love  one's  neighbour 
as  oneself.    Such  men  should  receive  gratitude 
and  appreciation,  instead  of  being  persecuted 
and  allowed  to  rot  away  in  prison." 
The  amnesty  is  looked  upon  in  these  mandates  not 
as  an  act  of  grace  or  pardon  of  the  "  guilty,"  but  as 
the  lawful  right  of  men  suffering  from  the  arbitrary 
lawlessness  of  a  despotic  reaction,  and  it  is  claimed 
that  that  right  should  be  recognised  and  realised 
through  the  Legislature.    As  the  working  men  of 
Archangel  put  it  : — 

"  Demand  an  amnesty  in   all  political  and 
religious  cases  as  a  legislative  measure — a  full 
amnesty,  not  as  an  act  of  grace  or  pardon,  but 
as  a  restoration  of  liberties  and  rights  that  have 
been  unlawfully  taken  away,  and  see  that  it  is 
extended  to  all  those  who  have  been  judicially 
condemned  or  persecuted  administratively  for 
having  fought  against  the  Government." 
The  hands  at  one  of  the  factories  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Perm  went  still  further  in  their  mandate. 
'■  The  Duma,"  they  wrote,  "  is  bound  to  demand  not 
only  an  amnesty,  but  also  temporary  material  pro- 
vision by  the  State  for  all  those  amnestied."  The 
workmen   of  another  establishment  in  the  same 
government  demanded  that  all  the  liberated  exiles 
should  be  restored  to  their  former  places  of  residence 
at  the  expense  of  the  State. 

A  Unanimous  Cry. 

"  An  amnesty  and  the  abolition  of  capital  punish- 
ment is  the  cry  which  issues  from  our  breast,1'  wrote 
the  democratic  electors  of  Odessa.  Indeed,  it  was 
evident  from  the  mandates  that  the  demand  was  the 
unanimous  cry  of  the  whole  country.  Among  the 
thousands  of  mandates,  greetings,  and  letters  received 
by  the  deputies  there  was  not  one  that  did  not  con- 
tain that  claim.  An  amnesty  was  considered  by  the 
population  of  Russia  as  an  indispensable  preliminary 
condition  of  the  political  and  social  renovation  of  the 
country.  The  deputies  were  told  to  remember  that 
an  amnesty  was  the  "guarantee  for  the  successful 
operation  of  the  laws"  (mandate  of  the  Blagovye- 
schensk  miners). 

Many  elector-,,  however,  recognised  that  as  long  as 
the  power  remained  in  its  present  hands  no  hope  of 
an  amnesty  could  be  entertained.  "  All  the  cham- 
pions of  freedom,"  declared  the  electors  of  the  town 
of  Kkaterinburg,  "  will  only  be  released  when  the 
people  have  made  an  end  of  Autocracy." 

The  second  pressing  demand  of  the  electors  was 
for  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment  and  of  the 
field  courts-martial,  which  the  Government  uses  as  a 
weapon  for  exterminating  its  political  opponents 

"  Let  us  get  rid  of  this  iniquity  and  of  the 
i-  *    m  members   of    tin-,   greedy,  dc-potic, 

lying,  and    humanity-hating  Government,"  runs  a 

*  Previous  articles  of  thin  tcriti  appeared  on  September  24th  and 

O.lohtr  i»t 


mandate  from  Kustanay.  Similar  demands  were  put 
forward  all  over  the  Kmpire. 

Several  mandates,  including  that  of  the  Don 
Cossack  province,  demanded  the  impeachment  of  the 
Ministry,  while  the  electors  of  Kineshma  ( Kostroma; 
called  for  the  abolition  of  that  obstacle  to  legislation, 
the  Council  of  State. 

The  workmen  of  the  Ural  demanded  "the  prose- 
cution of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  other 
officials  for  infringing  the  Manifesto  of  October  30th, 
which  granted  the  people  inviolability  of  the  person, 
liberty  of  conscience,  of  -peech,  and  of  the  Press, 
and  which  declared  that  no  enactment  would  have 
the  force  of  law  without  the  sanction  of  the  Duma." 

A  mandate  from  the  Kuban  province  demanded 
"  the  immediate  dismissal  of  all  the  Government 
autiiorities,  who  should  be  replaced  by  officials 
elected  on  the  basis  of  a  universal,  direct,  equal,  and 
secret  ballot,  and  the  committal  for  trial  by  the 
people  of  all  its  hangmen,  the  Dubassoffs,  the  Ren- 
nenkampfs,  the  Kourloffs,  the  Moeller-Zakomelskys, 
and  the  Alikhanoffs,  who  have  flooded  the  country 
with  blood." 

Distrust  of  Government  Officials. 

All  the  mandates  are  imbued  throughout  with  an 
utter  distrust  of  the  Government  and  its  bureaucratic 
agents.  While  urging  upon  deputies  the  necessity 
of  taking  measures  to  cope  with  the  famine,  which 
was  then  raging  in  many  governments,  and  the  acute 
state  of  unemployment,  the  electors  continually 
laid  stress  in  their  mandates  on  the  fact  that  the 
representatives  of  the  Government  should  not  be 
allowed  on  any  account  to  take  part  in  organising 
these  measures.  The  people  had  seen  more  than 
once  that  the  funds  intended  for  famine  relief  had 
been  misappropriated  by  officials  (who  are  some- 
times mentioned  by  name  in  the  mandates),  and  they 
therefore  insisted  that  the  famine  and  unemployment 
relief  funds  should  be  managed  by  the  Duma  pend- 
ing the  creation  of  local  committees  elected  by 
themselves. 

"  The  Duma  must  not  only  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  old  abuses  of  the  Government,  but  also  take 
the  relief  service  into  its  own  hands,"  declared  the 
electors  of  the  town  of  Armavir.       G.  Alexixsky. 
(To  be  continued.) 


VACANT  CHAIRS. 


Wholesale  Removal  of  Professors  from  a 
Ur  :versity. 

Owing  to  the  repressive  policy  pursued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Education  under  M.  Kasso,  the  Univer- 
sity of  Tomsk  has  lost  most  of  its  professors.  Instead 
of  the  regulation  number  of  fifteen  professors,  the 
faculty  of  law  nominally  possesses  only  seven,  and 
actually  only  six,  since  one  of  them,  Professor 
Telberg,  has  been  sent  away  for  a  year  on  a  special 
mission.  In  consequence,  only  one  subject,  the 
encyclopaedia  of  law,  is  being  read  to  the  first-year 
students  for  four  hours  a  week,  instead  of  the  four 
regulation  subjects  for  twenty-four  hours  weekly. 
The  chair  of  Roman  Law,  which  should  have  two 
professors,  has  been  completely  vacant  for  some 
time,  there  being  no  instructor  in  either  branch  of 
that  subject.  The  chair  of  the  History  of  Russian 
Law  is  also  vacant  through  the  absence  of  Professor 
Telberg.  The  chair  of  Criminal  Law,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  have  two  lecturers,  is  only  occupied  by  one. 
For  the  chair  of  Civil  Law,  for  which  there  are  also 
supposed  to  be  two  professors,  there  is  no  occupant 
at  all. 


THE    TEMPERANCE  BROTHERS. 


The  enemies  of  the  Temperance  Brothers,  who 
have  been  persecuted  by  the  authorities,  are  fond 
of  alleging  that  the  leader  of  the  brotherhood, 
Ivan  Tchurikoff,  takes  advantage  of  his  influence 
over  the  masses  for  the  purpose  of  exploiting 
them.  This  malicious  calumny  is  hardly  borne 
out  by  correspondence  that  has  passed  between 
Tchurikoff  and  a  Russian  lady  resident  in  Switzer- 
land. The  latter  had  sent  a  certain  sum  to  the 
temperance  preacher,  accompanying  it  by  the 
request  that  he  would  pray  for  the  salvation  of  her 
nephew  from  the  sin  of  drunkenness.  Brother 
Tchurikoff's  reply  was  as  follows  : — 

"  I  have  received  your  letter  and  the  money,  which 
I  am  returning  to  you.  The  Lord  does  not  sell  a 
temperate  life  for  money  ;  nor  is  it  possible  to  buy 
the  Divine  Spirit.  But  if  you  believe  in  prayer,  the 
Lord  will  grant  your  nephew,  according  to  your 
faith,  a  temperate  life  for  nothing.  I  pray  for  all 
of  you."  

Bishop  Kluczynski,  of  Homel,  who  is  the  official 
head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  throughout  the 
Russian  Empire,  on  being  interviewed  by  a  Press 
representative  stated  that  he  was  entirely  opposed  to 
the  anti-Jewish  boycott,  and  that  in  his  intercourse 
with  his  flock  he  had  never  failed  to  condemn  this 
detestable  movement. 


BANNED  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Summary  Closure  of  the  St.  Petersburg 
Law  Society. 

[Fkom  OfK  Own-  Cokkksi'Oxdext.] 

St.  Petersburg,  October  8th. 

The  Government  is  credited  with  a  desire  to 
abolish  the  Associations  Act,  which  still  remains  as  a 
relic  of  the  year  1905.  Not  that  the  law  in  question 
is  of  a  particularly  liberal  character,  but  it  has  never- 
theless created  a  new  principle  in  Russian  life.  By 
the  terms  of  this  Act  a  new  association  need  merely 
notify  its  formation,  and,  if  there  is  no  protest  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities  within  a  specified  term,  it  is 
entitled  to  carry  on  its  work.  The  administration 
may  only  prohibit  such  associations  as  pursue 
immoral  or  illegal  aims.  The  authorities  may  also 
close  an  association  which  is  subsequently  shown  to 
be  pursuing  illegal  aims  or  threatening  public  order. 
A  closed  association  may  appeal  to  the  Senate, 
which,  as  a  rule,  declines  to  interfere;  but  the 
bureaucracy  cannot  reconcile  itself  to  the  existence 
of  associations,  which  it  considers  to  be  an  element 
of  unrest,  and  makes  every  effort  to  secure  their 
dissolution. 

Associations  are  only  started  in  order  to  be  closed. 
Such  is  the  Russian  practice.  An  association  rarely 
lives  for  three  years,  and  only  then  if  it  does  not  dis- 
play any  activity  ;  as  soon  as  it  shows  the  least  sign 
of  life  it  is  immediately  dissolved.  It  was  for  this 
reason  that  the  St.  Petersburg  Law  Society,  which 
was  in  the  third  year  of  its  existence,  was  closed 
down  a  few  days  ago. 

The  Society  and  the  Prefect. 

Friction  between  the  society  and  the  Administra- 
tion had  already  set  in  last  winter,  when  the  Prefect 
asserted  that  the  admission  of  non-members  to  its 
meetings  rendered  these  functions  public.  He 
requested  the  board  to  notify  to  the  police  any  future 
meeting  to  which  outsiders  would  be  admitted,  so 
that  a  police  officer  might  be  sent  for  purposes  of 
superintendence.  The  board  of  the  Law  Society 
thereupon  addressed  a  memorial  to  the  Prefect,  in 
which  it  pointed  out  that,  according  to  the  regula- 
tions, a  meeting  could  only  become  public  if  anybody 
who  desired  could  attend  it,  or  if  the  visitors  were 
unknown  to  the  organisers,  and  that  the  presence  of 
police  would  in  these  circumstances  be  unlawful. 

Nothing  more  happened  until,  towards  the  end  of 
June  and  eirly  in  July,  the  society  held  three  meet- 
ings, at  which  questions  relating  to  the  second 
Balkan  war  were  discussed.  Several  days  after  the 
last  of  these  meetings  the  Council  received  a  demand 
from  the  Prefect  for  a  copy  of  the  minutes.  With 
this  request  the  Council  declared  itself  unable  to 
comply,  since  the  regulations  did  not  provide  for  the 
keeping  of  minutes  at  closed  meetings.  The  Prefect 
then  demanded  a  list  of  the  visitors  who  had  been 
invited  to  the  last  meeting,  but  as  this  request  had  no 
legal  basis  the  Council  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
reply.  The  summer  vacation  followed,  during  which 
the  society  held  no  meetings.  Suddenly,  however,  it 
was  notified  of  its  provisional  closure  pending  the 
meeting  of  the  special  Associations  Court.  This  body 
ordered  the  final  closure  of  the  Law  Society,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  its  President  brought  forward  legal 
arguments  entirely  disproving  the  statements  con- 
tained in  the  Prefect  s  report. 

Repression  in  the  Provinces. 

This  happened  in  St.  Petersburg,  where  as  a  rule 
some  account  is  taken  of  the  law.  In  the  provinces 
matters  are  much  worse,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the 
many  appeals  from  societies  addressed  to  the  Senate. 

For  instance,  the  Bakers'  and  Confectioners' 
Employees  Society  at  Kharkov  was  refused  registra- 
tion by  the  Governor.  The  founders  appealed  to 
the  Senate,  which  quashed  the  Governor's  order  on 
the  ground  that  by  law  the  statutes  of  trade  unions 
were  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Associations 
Court,  and  not  to  that  of  the  Governor.  The  founders 
immediately  availed  themselves  of  that  right  and  sub- 
mitted the  statutes  cf  their  society  to  the  Associa- 
tions Court,  which,  however,  rejected  the  application 
on  the  ground  that  the  founders  were  not  "  politically 
trustworthy  "  persons. 

The  founders  again  appealed  to  the  Senate  against 
the  decision  of  the  Associations  Court,  pointing  out 
that  the  demand  for  "  political  trustworthiness  ''  was 
not  sanctioned  by  the  law.  The  Senate  has  not  yet 
given  its  decision  on  the  second  appeal  ;  its  rejection 
may,  however,  be  anticipated,  since,  as  a  preliminary 
to  its  examination,  the  Senate  has  asked  for  exact 
information  as  to  the  political  opinions  of  the 
founders,  while  the  information  in  question  is  to  be 
obtained  through  the  very  Governor  who  has  already 
pleaded  "political  untrustworthiness "  as  aground 
for  his  prohibition. 


For  the  offence  of  singing  a  Zionist  song  a  Jewish 
emigrant  was  put  off  the  steamer  in  which  he  was 
travelling,  and  sent  to  prison  for  five  days  by  the 
Prefect  of  Odessa. 
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THE    BLOOD  ACCUSERS. 


The  position  of  the  prosecution  in  the  Beilis 
case  grows  more  and  more  unenviable.  They 
have  succeeded  in  bringing  their  witnesses  into 
court,  but  they  have  not  succeeded  in  suppressing 
the  truth.    The  long  line  of  men,  women,  and 
children  who  have  been  invited  to  repeat  in  the 
witness-box  the  evidence  they  gave  before  the 
Examining   Magistrate    have,    almost  without 
exception,   bi'oken   down    completely.  Before 
the  trial  began   it  was   generally  recognised 
that  the  facts  alleged  in  support  of  the  case 
against  Beilis  were  of  the  most  doubtful  cha- 
racter :  now,  after  a  fortnight's  hearing,  not  a 
shred  of  even  the  flimsiest  "proof"  remains. 
Since  we  last  wrote  the  prosecution  has  been 
continuing  to  cover  itself  with  contempt.  The 
woman  Volkivna,  whose  depositions  before  the 
Examining  Magistrate  were  as  inconsistent  as 
they  were  picturesque,  stated  in  court  that  she 
knew  nothing  of  the  affair,  and  that  all  her  evi- 
dence, which  was  based  upon  a  drunken  conver- 
sation overheard  between  her  and  another  woman, 
was  prompted  by  the  police.  This  was  confirmed 
by  a  boy  witness,  who  declared  that  the  conversa- 
tion referred  to  was  of  a  commonplace  character 
until  the  detective  Polistchuk  took  a  hand  in  it. 
The  Archimandrite  Autonomius,  a  baptised  Jew, 
who  was  called  to  prove  the  existence  of  "  ritual 
murder  "  as  a  Jewish  practice,  could  only  refer 
to  vague  and  ludicrous  legends  culled  from  his 
Christian  instructors,  and  had  to  admit  that 
before  he  left  the  Jewish  faith  he  had  never 
heard  of  the  existence  among  Jews  of  the  usage 
of   Christian  blood  for  ritual  purposes.  The 
"  Black  Hundred  "  student  Golubeff   could  ad- 
vance no  evidence  in  support  of  the  blood  accusa- 
tion other  than  his  own  conviction  that  it  was 
true,  and  admitted  that  the  boy  Eugene  Tche- 
beryak,  who  was  Yuschinsky's  playfellow,  and 
whose  unfortunate  death  removed  the  person 
who  could  have  thrown  the  clearest  light  upon 
the  crime,  wished  to  make  a  statement  on  his 
deathbed,  but  was  prevented  from  doing  so  by 
his    mother.      The    detective    Polistchuk,  who 
seemed  to  attach  similar  importance  to  his  own 
unsupported  "  convictions,"  was  also  forced  to 
admit    that    Eugene  Tcheberyak  appeared  to 
know  the  truth  about  the  crime,  but  that  his 
mother  forced  him  to  be  silent.    Vera  Tcheber- 
yak, who  is  believed  to  possess  more  information 
regarding  the  murder  than  she  seems  disposed  to 
give,  contradicted    herself    on   several  points 
while  under  cross-examination,  and  her  evidence 
was  in  signal  disagreement  with  that   of  her 
husband.    Her  little  daughter  Ludmilla  repeated 
in  the  witness-box  the  story  she  had  told  the 
Examining  Magistrate,  but  finally  burst  into 
tears  and  declared  that  Polistchuk  had  threatened 
that  she  would  die  like  her  brother  and  sister 
unless  she  incriminated  Beilis. 

These  are  some  of  the  main  features  of  the 
evidence  brought  forward  by  the  prosecution. 
Such  is  their  character  that  even  the  special 
correspondent  of  the  Times  has  been  constrained 
to  disregard  his  own  plea  for  a  "  suspension  of 
judgment."  and  has  gone  so  far  as  to  express  the 
belief  (which  hitherto  has  proved  unfounded) 
that  the  Imperial  authorities  would  drop  the 
case.  It  may  be  wondered  if  even  now  the 
Russian  Government  realises  how  deeply  it  has 


injured  itself  by  persistirg  in  this  outrageous 
trial.  Certainly  there  ha;;  never  been  such  a 
consensus  of  condemnation  abroad  against 
Russia's  domestic  policy  since  the  pogrom  years. 
Perhaps  public  opinion  as  been  even  more 
profoundly  stirred  by  the  1  Jeilis  case  than  by  the 
Jewish  massacres,  because  the  Government  itself 
could  at  any  rate  ostensibly  dissociate  itself  from 
those  ghastly  atrocities,  and  did  attempt  to  do 
so.  But  it  cannot  so  diss<  ciate  itself  from  the 
present  proceedings  at  Kiejv.  It  engineered  the 
prosecution  from  the  very  beginning  ;  it  kept 
Beilis  in  prison  for  two  and  a-half  years  while  it 
was  moving  heaven  and  earth  to  fabricate  some 
sort  of  a  case  against  him  ;  and  now,  when  all 
the  world  sees  how  preposterous  that  case  is,  it 
persists  in  accusing  its  prisoner  not  only  of 
murder,  but  of  murder  committed  in  accordance 
with  some  imaginary  Jewish  rite.  It  is  because 
these  things  are  known  ar.d  appreciated  that  we 
hear  the  voice  of  indignation  and  horror  raised 
even  in  quarters  that  are  politically  most  favour- 
able to  the  Russian  Government.  From  the 
mass  of  condemnatory  articles  that  have  appeared 
in  the  world's  Press  we  may  select  two  for  quo- 
tation as  typical  of  what  is  being  thought  and 
said  in  pro-Russian  circles.  In  Ij  Homme  Libre 
M.  Clemenceau,  one  of  the  most  consistent  sup- 
porters of  the  Franco-Russian  Alliance,  has 
published  over  his  own  signature  a  searching 
and  scathing  hi-  toiy  nf  t-Ut^easp  in  the  course  of 
which  he  says  :  "  It  is  necessary  that  in  Europe 
at  all  events  this  period  of  '  uncivilisation  '  should 
be  definitely  closed."  And  in  the  Pall  Mall 
( lazette,  which  could  never  be  accused  of  anti- 
Russian  prejudice,  we  find  a  leading  article 
devoted  to  the  same  subject  in  which  the 
following  sentence  occurs:  "It  is  Christian 
Russia  which  is  plunging  us  back  into  the 
Middle  Ages,  and  after  breaking  a  poor  artisan's 
spirit  by  two  years  in  gaol  is  pursuing  him  with 
a  charge  which  nobody  believes  for  a  moment." 
Even  the  Socialist  papers  could  not  lash  the 
Russian  Government  more  mercilessly  than  do 
these  two  pillars  of  the  Triple  Entente.  Alto- 
gether, no  more  effective  method  of  discrediting 
the  bureaucracy  in  the  eyes  of  the  civilised 
world  could  possibly  have  been  devised  than  the 
institution  of  these  proceedings  against  Beilis, 
and  by  persisting  in  the  trial  the  authorities  have 
woven  a  rope  for  their  own  hanging. 

Several  writers  on  this  subject  have  enlarged 
upon  the  fact  that  the  trial  is  part  and  parcel  of 
a  political  campaign.  Thus  the  Times  corre- 
spondent, having  discarded  his  original  attitude 
of  gross  impartiality,  telegraphed  from  Kiev  last 
Friday  : — 

"  It  is  daily  becoming  clearer  that  under  the 
forms  of  law  a  momentous  political  struggle  is 
being  fought.  This  is  not  the  Beilis  ca<e.  It  is 
possibly  a  final  fight  for  existence  on  the  part  of 
the  innermost  powers  of  reaction — the  old, 
unyielding  party,  the  now  almost  isolated 
Extreme  Right — against  all  the  modern  forces  in 
Russia." 

The  correspondent  forgot  to  point  out  that  in 
this  fight  the  "  almost  isolated  Extreme  Right  " 
enjoys  the  open  support  of  the  Government  itself, 
which  is  thus  palpably  in  antagonism  to  "all 
the  modern  forces  in  Russia  "  ;  but  in  view  of 
the  publication  of  another  Russian  Supplement 
last  Monday  such  an  admission  would  have  been 
a  little  inconvenient.  Apart  from  this,  however, 
there  is  considerable  truth  in  the  paragraph  we 


have  quoted.  The  whole  anti-Semitic  agitation  in 
Russia  is,  in  fact,  a  political  movement.  Among 
the  masses  of  the  population,  even  among  the 
superstitious  peasants,  there  is  little  natural 
anti-Semitism  ;  where  the  Jews  are  allowed  to 
live  at  peace  with  their  neighbours  no  complaint 
of  their  activities  is  heard.  Practically 
every  anti-Jewish  outbreak  in  Russia  has  been 
the  direct  work  of  political  agitators ;  the 
pogroms,  the  responsibility  for  which  has  been 
unanswerably  laid  at  the  door  of  the  Government 
officials  and  wirepullers,  are  a  notable  example  of 
this  practice.  Tbe  reason  of  this  political  anti- 
Semitism  is,  of  course,  that  in  a  country  like 
Russia  the  Jews  are,  to  a  man,  supporters  of  the 
Progressive  parties,  who  have  constituted  them- 
selves champions  of  their  cause.  Hence  in  dis- 
crediting the  Jews  the  Reactionaries  are  dis- 
crediting Russian  Liberalism,  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  if  the  country  could  be  induced  to 
credit  such  a  charge  as  that  of  "  ritual  murder" 
a  telling  blow  would  have  been  delivered  at  the 
Liberal  cause.  But  the  tactics  of  the  anti- 
Semites  are  so  stupid  and  outrageous  that  they 
are  almost  bound  to  fail  of  their  desired  effect. 
It  is  not  sufficient  for  them  to  proceed  against 
individual  Jews  or  sections  of  Jews  ;  that  would 
only  be  to  argue  that  Jews  are  no  better  than 
any  other  community.  What  they  have  set 
themselves  to  do  is  to  raise  a  Jewish  bogey — to 
prove  that  the  whole  Jewish  race  is  something 
infra-human  and  a  menace  to  society.  Such  a 
theory  can  never  be  convincing  to  any  but  its  actual 
authors.  It  was  sought  to  establish  it  in  France 
in  the  Dreyfus  case,  and  it  failed.  It  is  now 
being  revived  in  Russia,  and  its  failure  is  still 
more  complete.  We  cannot,  of  course,  say  for 
certain  that  the  peasants  and  Government  officials 
who  form  the  jury  at  Kiev  will  have  the  elemen- 
tary courage  to  repudiate  it ;  but  that  the  Russian 
people  at  large  will  have  no  truck  with  its  pre- 
posterous assumptions  is  clear  from  the  hundreds 
of  strikes  and  other  protests  which,  both  in 
industrial  and  in  academical  circles,  and  even 
among  the  Reactionaries  themselves,  have  been 
organised  for  the  information  of  the  Russian 
Government. 


RECORD    STRIKE  FIGURES. 


A   Million   and   a  Half  Have  Already 
Ceased  Work  this  Year. 


Statistics  issued  by  the  factory  inspectors  indicate 
that  working-class  unrest,  which  had  been  allayed 
during  the  years  1908-10,  has  more  recently 
reappeared  in  Russia  in  a  steadily  increasing  ratio. 
While  in  1910  the  total  number  of  strikers  was  47,000, 
it  rose  to  105,000  in  191 1  and  683,000  in  1912.  It  has 
been  estimated  that  during  the  present  year  1,248,000 
factory  hands  have  already  participated  in  'strikes, 
in  addition  to  215,000  others  who  are  emploved  hi 
establishments  not  under  the  Factory  Act. 

The  enormous  number  of  strikers  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  fact  that,  under  present  conditions  in  Russia, 
economic  strikes  necessarily  become  transformed 
into  political  demonstrations.  Recently  their  number 
has  been  considerably  increased  by  "  sympathetic  " 
strikes,  designed  to  show  solidarity  with  the  Moscow 
tramway  employees,  and  by  strikes  of  protest  against 
the  persecution  of  the  Labour  Press  and  the  trial  of 
Beilis. 


[Owing  to  the  faci  that  we  have  been  compelled  to 
devote  the  greater  part  of  this  issue  to  various  aspects 
of  the  Beilis  case,  which  is  '■absorbing  public  attention 
in  Russia,  the  foiirth  of  M.  Alcxmsky's  series  of 
articles  and  several  other  items  are  held  over.] 
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BEILIS    ON  TRIAL. 

An  Avalanche  of  Denunciation  in  Russia. 

The  powerful  impeachment  of  the  official  indict- 
ment against  Reilis  published  by  the  Kievlanin,  which 
has  been  the  constant  champion  of  Reaction  for  half 
a  century,  has  produced  a  deep  impression  in  Moscow, 
and  has  evoked  a  noteworthy  response  on  the  part  of 
a  local  philanthropist,  M.  Shakhoff.  With  the  idea 
of  commemorating  the  appearance  of  such  an  article 
in  such  an  organ  M.  Shakhoff  has  resolved  to  found 
a  scholarship  at  the  People's  University  in  Moscow, 
which  is  to  bear  the  name  of  the  author  of  the  article. 
We  reproduce  the  article  in  full  on  p.  172. 

The  second  article  in  the  Kievlanin,  which  was 
undeterred  by  the  confiscation  of  the  previous  issue, 
tears  to  pieces  the  indictment  as  a  legal  document, 
pointing  out  that  it  has  been  drafted  without  any 
regard  for  the  fundamental  requirements  of  the  law. 
Of  its  forty-two  pages  not  more  than  six  are  con- 
cerned with  the  case  of  Reilis,  the  rest  being  devoted 
to  attempts  to  prove  the  existence  of  a  blood  ritual 
and  to  polemics  with  newspapers. 

"  Everything  may  be  found  in  the  indictment 
except  any  proof  of  the  guilt  of  Reilis,"  says  the 
article. 

The  oath  taken  by  the  present  editor  of  the 
Kievlanin  at  the  grave  of  his  predecessor,  M.  Pikhno, 
to  uphold  the  truth,  is  regarded  by  the  Novoe  Vremya 
as  an  act  of  treason.  It  cannot  be  said,  however, 
that  the  Novoe  Vremya  itself,  in  whose  columns 
Deputy  Zamyslovsky,  one  of  the  counsel  for  the 
prosecution,  initiated  the  blood  accusation  campaign 
against  Reilis,  is  greatly  impressed  by  the  force  of 
the  indictment.  Indeed,  at  a  comparatively  early 
stage  of  the  proceedings  the  Novoe  Vremya  has  had 
to  admit  in  sorrow  that  "  even  after  one-third  of  the 
witnesses  for  the  prosecution  had  been  called,  the 
court  had  not  yet  heard  anything  as  to  the  part 
played  by  the  prisoner." 

A  Ho  man  Catholic  Denunciation. 

The  Conservative  organ  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
the  Polish  Slowo,  in  an  article  entitled  "An  Immortal 
Prejudice,"  declares  that,  whereas  the  Russian  Rlack 
Hundred  are  revelling  in  the  Kiev  trial  in  their  lust 
for  pogroms,  no  "  ritual  "  enigma  could  trouble  the 
Poles  and  Roman  Catholics,  since  there  is  no  room 
for  any  vagueness  or  obscurity  on  the  question 
whether  any  "  ritual  murder  "  doctrine  exists  among 
the  Jews. 

"For  us,"  it  continues,  "the  question  has  been 
decided  by  the  greatest  authorities,  by  the  guides  of 
our  conscience,  the  heads  of  our  Church.  A  number 
of  such  authoritative  personages  have  expressed 
themselves  on  -the  subject,  and  they  are  ail  unani- 
mous. They  have  ruled  categorically  that  there  is 
no  ritual  murder  among  the  Jews,  and  that  the 
institution  of  such  trials  is  a  punishable  offence.  The 
penalties  imposed  on  the  accusers  were  somewhat 
severe,  even  up  to  excommunication." 

The  journal  then  proceeds  to  quote  the  authorities 
to  whom  Catholics  and  Poles  owe  obedience,  and 
who  have  condemned  the  "ritual"  fable  beyond 
question  and  for  all  time.  Popes  Innocent  IV., 
Gregory  X.,  Martin  V.,  Nicholas  V,  Paul  III., 
Sixtus  IV.,  Renedict  XIV.,  Clement  XIV.,  and  others 
are  mentioned,  and  among  the  kings  of  Poland  who 
have  condemned  the  blood  libel  are  cited  Roleslas 
the  Pious,  Casimir  the  Great,  Casimir  Jagiello,  Stephan 
Ratory,  and  Stanislas  Augustus. 

"Should  Reilis  be  guilty  of  murder,"  the  article 
concludes,  "  Yuschinsky  still  cannot  have  been  killed 
for  ritual  purposes,  since  the  ritual  fable  itself  is 
nothing  but  a  falsehood  and  a  disgrace  to  humanity.'' 

Jewish  Converts'  Protest. 

The  Odessa  community  of  Evangelical  Christians 
of  Jewish  descent  has  issued  a  protest  against  the 
blood  accusation.  The  authors  of  the  protest  declare 
that,  being  acquainted  with  all  the  religious  sects  in 
Jewry,  they  are  able  to  affirm  that  the  "  blood 
ritual  "  legend  is  a  wicked  falsehood. 

M.  Podushkin,  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  at 
Libau,  has  ordered  the  local  papers  to  confine  their 
reports  of  the  Reilis  trial  to  the  messages  of  the 
official  Telegraphic  Agency. 

The  Fratnd  and  the  Moment,  of  Warsaw,  have 
been  confiscated  for  reproducing  the  Kievlanin' S 
criticism  of  the  indictment. 

The  Ministerial  organ,  the  Rossia,  while  preaching 
calmness  to  the  Press,  has  unwittingly  pronounced 
the  severest  condemnation  on  the  Public  Prosecutor 
at  Kiev  when  it  observes  : — 

"  The  accuser  must  be  calm.  A  restless,  excited 
accuser  is  no  longer  an  accuser,  but  a  vindictive 
partisan." 

That  description  exactly  fits  the  Government's  own 
legal  representative,  the  Assistant-Public  Prosecutor 
Vipper,  who,  for  want  of  a  case  against  Beilis,  has 
been  displaying  an  excitable  and  irritable  temper 
throughout  the  proceedings,  which  he  has  even 
attempted  to  conduct  in  person,  without  regard  for  the 
authority  and  functions  of  the  presiding  judge.  Not- 


withstanding the  fact  that  everything  has  been  done 
to  suit  the  requirements  not  only  of  the  prosecution, 
but  also  of  the  blood  accusation  party  at  large,  M. 
Roldyrefi,  the  judge,  has  repeatedly  been  compelled 
to  remonstrate  with  the  Public  Prosecutor  from  St. 
Petersburg  for  his  invariable  habit  of  putting  the 
desired  replies  into  the  mouth  of  the  witnesses. 

Post-Mortem  Reports  Criticised. 

Professor  P.  A.  Minakoff,  of  Moscow,  one  of  the 
greatest  medico-legal  authorities  in  Russia,  has  pub- 
lished in  the  Russkia  Vycdomosti  a  criticism  of  the 
conclusion  expressed  in  the  post-mortem  reports  of 
the  late  Professor  Obolensky  and  M.  Tufanoff  to  the 
effect  that  the  death  of  Yuschinsky  was  due  to  hemor- 
rhage, which  is  alleged  to  have  been  so  profuse  as  to 
cause  the  complete  exhaustion  of  blood  from  the 
body.  The  post-mortem  evidence,  says  Professor 
Minakoff,  is  in  contradiction  to  such  a  conclusion. 
All  the  facts  recorded  in  the  post-mortem  reports 
testify  that  the  murderers  must  have  killed  their 
victim  rapidly  by  means  of  suffocation  and  the 
infliction  of  wounds.  Neither  the  nature  nor  the 
location  of  the  wounds  affords  any  ground  for  the 
supposition  that  the  murderers  endeavoured  to  obtain 
the  greatest  possible  quantity  of  blood  from  the  body. 
This  theory,  it  will  be  observed,  is  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  views  given  some  months  ago  by  the 
leading  medico-legal  experts  of  England,  France, 
and  Germany. 

As  for  the  expert  evidence  of  the  mental  specialist, 
Professor  Sikorsky,  Professor  Minakoff  declares  it  to 
be  beneath  criticism,  since  it  must  be  clear  to  any 
one  that  it  is  utterly  impossible,  on  the  strength  of 
the  data  obtained  by  the  post-mortem  examination, 
to  determine  to  what  anthropological  type  the 
murderer  belongs. 

Professor  Sikorsky  Trounced. 

M.  Vladimir  Serbsky,  a  former  colleague  of  Pro- 
fessor Minakoff  and  an  ex-professor  of  Moscow 
University,  has  also  published  a  destructive  criticism 
of  Professor  Sikorsky's  evidence.  He  begins  by 
explaining  that,  when  he  was  first  approached  with 
the  request  to  come  forward  as  an  expert  in  the  case, 
he  declined  the  offer,  as  he  did  not  perceive  what 
his  special  subject,  psychiatry,  had  to  do  with  the 
Reilis  case.  He  could  no  longer  maintain  silence, 
however,  seeing  that  Professor  Sikorsky's  opinion, 
which  had  provoked  just  condemnation  and  even 
indignation  in  scientific  circles  abroad,  played  so 
large  a  part  111  the  official  indictment. 

The  Russian  Journal  of  Neuropathology  and 
Psychiatry  remarks  inuponnection  with  the  evidence 
of  Professor  Sikorsky  : — 

"  It  is  with  a  feeling  of  sincere  and  deep  regret 
that  we  have  to  note  in  the  pages  of  our  journal  the 
way  in  which  a  venerable  Russian  savant  has  com- 
promised Russian  science,  and  has  covered  his  hoary 
h,ead  with  infamy." 


SUPPRESSING    THE  PRESS. 


Retween  September  14th  and  October  13th  of  this 
year  forty-seven  fines,  to  the  total  amount  of  17,725 
roubles,  were  imposed  on  various  periodicals. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  the  present  year 
the  number  of  fines  imposed  on  the  Press  was  275, 
amounting  to  107,125  roubles.  These  figures  con- 
stitute a  record  since  the  introduction  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

The  editor  of  the  Den  has  been  sentenced  to  a  fine 
of  500  roubles,  or  three  months'  imprisonment  in 
default,  for  various  articles,  including  one  entitled 
"The  Address  of  6,188  Finnish  Women." 

The  editor  of  the  Mussulman  Gazeta  has  been  fined 
400  roubles,  with  the  alternative  of  ten  weeks' 
imprisonment,  for  publishing  an  article  entitled  "  In 
a  Conquered  Country"  and  a  poem  entitled  "On  the 
Evil  of  the  Day." 

The  Yujny  Kray  and  the  Utro,  of  Kharkov,  have 
been  fined  500  roubles  each  for  commenting  on  the 
Reilis  case. 

The  already  suspended  Lutch  has  been  definitely 
stopped,  and  two  of  its  editors  have  been  sentenced 
to  a  year's  imprisonment  in  a  fortress. 


THE  CONDEMNED  FINNISH  JUDGES. 

The  Governor-General  of  Finland  has  complained 
to  the  Minister  of  Justice  of  the  failure  on  the  part  of 
the  High  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  to  notify  to  the 
authorities  in  Finland  the  sentences  passed  on  the 
members  of  the  Yiborg  Court  of  Appeal. 

In  the  absence  of  such  formal  notification  the 
authorities  are  powerless  to  prevent  the  condemned 
Judges  from  exercising  judicial  functions  or  the 
franchise  for  the  Finnish  Diet. 


The  Holy  Synod  has  issued  a  ukase  granting  per- 
mission for  the  erection  of  a  memorial  bust  over  the 
grave  of  the  late  Prof.  Muromtseff,  but  on  the  express 
condition  that  no  mention  is  made  in  the  inscription 
of  the  fact  that  the  deceased  was  President  of  the 
Duma. 


THE  PUBLIC  AND  THE  TRIAL. 

Strikes   and   Protest   Meetings  Held 
Throughout  the  Empire. 

[From  Our  Own  Cokkksi-oxdent.] 

St.  PetE«SBURC,  October  15th. 
Naturally  enough,  the  whole  of  Russia  is  watching 
the  progress  of  the  Reilis  trial,  which  the  newspapers 
report  in  detail,  with  the  most  intense  interest.  It  is 
therefore  important  that  the  attitude  of  the  general 
public  towards  the  case  should  be  made  known. 

It  must  be  stated  in  justice  to  the  Russian  workmen 
that  they  were  the  first  to  raise  a  protest  against  the 
media-val  character  of  the  trial.  A  widespread  strike 
movement  had  been  set  on  foot  in  St.  Petersburg  and 
Moscow  by  way  of  protest  against  the  persecution  of 
the  trade  unions  and  the  Labour  Press.  Since,  how- 
ever, it  coincided  with  the  opening  of  the  Kiev  trial, 
the  workmen  of  St.  Petersburg,  without  any  outside 
agitation,  resolved  to  join  to  their  general  protest  one 
against  the  "ritual  "  fable. 

A  Working  Men's  Protest. 
Meetings  were  held  at  a  number  of  factories,  and 
attended  by  thousands  of  workmen  ;  and  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  proposed  by  the  Social  Democrats, 
was  passed  :  — 

"  It  is  impossible  to  keep   silent  when  the 
whole  Jewish  people  is  placed  in  the  dock  in  the 
person  of  Reilis.    The  case  has  been  manufac- 
tured by  the  Reaction,  which   was  bent  on 
proving,  not  only  to  the  Russian  people  but  to 
the   whole  of  Europe,  that  the  Jews  employ 
Christian  blood  for  their  religious  rites.  We,  the 
workmen,  are  well  aware  of  the  reason  for  which 
the  Reaction  needed  such  a  libel  on  the  Jewish 
people.     The    Reaction    has  been  anxiously 
endeavouring  all  along  to  sow  the  seeds  of 
national  hate  among  the  working  class,  in  order 
to  strengthen   its  own  continued  domination. 
Rut  we,  the  workmen,  declare  that  no  legends 
are  strong  enough  to  divide  the  working  class 
into  Hellenes  and  Jud;eans." 
Outside    St.    Petersburg,    one-day   strikes  were 
declared  in  various  cities  and  townlets  within  the 
Pale,  such  as   Smorgony,   Slonim,    Rrest,  Kovno, 
Homel,   Ryalystok,   Odessa,   Czenstochow,  Wilna, 
Warsaw,  Lodz,  and  Cherson. 

University  Demonstrations. 

The  example  of  the  workmen  was  followed  by  the 
intellectuals,  and  in  the  first  place  by  university 
students  and  those  of  other  high  schools.  On 
October  10th  a  one-day  strike  was  declared  at  the 
School  of  Art  at  Odessa,  and  a  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Psycho-Neuropathic  Institute  of  St.  Petersburg. 
This  meeting  was  attended  by  400  students,  who 
unanimously  adopted  a  resolution  protesting  against 
the  persecution  of  the  Jews  and  the  charge  of  ritual 
murder. 

On  October  nth  a  one-day  strike  was  carried  out 
at  Odessa  University.  A  meeting,  attended  by  over 
a  thousand  students,  was  also  held  at  the  Moscow 
Commercial  Institute,  and  a  one-day  strike  was 
resolved  upon  as  a  protest  against  the  blood  accusa- 
tion. These  were  followed  by  strikes  at  the  Odessa 
Medical  Classes  for  Women,  the  Medical  Faculty  of 
Kazan  University,  the  Kharkov  Medical  Institute  for 
Women,  St.  Petersburg  University,  the  Polytechnic 
Institute,  the  Medical  Institute  for  Women,  the 
Restujeff  Classes  for  Women,  and  Moscow  Univer- 
sity. 

Other  high  schools  did  not  go  on  strike,  confining 
themselves  to  passing  resolutions  of  protest  and 
sending  telegraphic  greetings  to  the  counsel  for 
Reilis. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  protests  will  increase  as 
the  trial  proceeds. 

The  "Kievlanin"  Bombshell. 

Among  the  protests  emanating  from  the  more 
moderate  and  even  from  the  Conservative  ranks,  a 
great  impression  has  been  produced  by  three  docu- 
ments in  particular — viz.,  by  an  article  by  Professor 
Minakoff,  by  the  appeal  of  the  Evangelical  Christians 
of  Jewish  descent  at  Odessa,  and  by  the  now  famous 
leading  article  in  the  Conservative  Kievlanin.  The 
Kievlanin  article  produced  the  greatest  sensation  of 
all.  Its  importance  is  increased  by  the  fact  that,  as 
is  said,  it  represents  the  result  of  a  special  consulta- 
tion held  by  members  of  the  Right  party,  who  were 
anxious  to  get  themselves  out  of  a  bad  blunder  into 
which  they  had  been  drawn  by  their  leader, 
M.  Zamyslovsky.  Although  the  issue  containing  this 
article  was  confiscated,  the  editor  (M.  Shulguin) 
published  the  next  day  a  legal  analysis  of  the  indict- 
ment, literally  tearing  it  to  pieces.  This  number  has 
not  been  confiscated,  although  M.  Shulguin 
announced  his  firm  intention  to  go  on  expressing  his 
opinion  at  the  right  moment  and  in  appropriate 
words. 

The  interest  taken  in  the  case  by  the  Press  has 
resulted  in  an  unparalleled  shower  of  repressions, 
some  thirty  papers  having  been  confiscated  and  fined 
during  the  first  five  days  of  the  trial. 


October  22,  1913. 
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WBLL  ON  THB  PERSECUTION  OP  THB  VaDDOIS. 


NOTES. 


Pogrom  Fears. 

There  is  cause  for  the  gravest  apprehension 
that,  whatever  the  result  of  the  Beilis  case,  the 
trial  will  be  followed  by  anti-Jewish  excesses  in 
Kiev  and  elsewhere.  If  Beilis  is  condemned,  or 
if  the  verdict  implies  a  belief  in  the  truth  of  the 
blood  accusation,  full  licence  will  have  been 
given  to  the  "  Black  Hundred "  hooligans  to 
indulge  in  their  favourite  sport,  in  which  they 
have  not  recently  been  given  much  opportunity 
for  practice ;  if  the  prosecution  suffers  a  total 
defeat,  the  followers  of  the  Two-headed  Eagle 
are  likely  to  seek  their  revenge  in  a  similar 
fashion.  It  is  difficult  for  us  in  England  to 
realise  the  conditions  prevailing  in  Russia  which 
allow  sanguinary  threats  of  this  kind  to  be  scat- 
tered about.  What  is  the  position  of  the  "  Black 
Hundred  "  that  it  should  openly  and  with 
impunity  proclaim  its  programme  in  this  manner? 
The  truth  is  that  it  has  been  led  by  its  past 
experience  to  count  on  the  acquiescence,  if  not 
the  assistance,  of  the  police  authorities  in  the 
execution  of  its  plans.  The  massacres  of  thou- 
sands of  Jews  which  have  taken  place  in  Russia 
daring  the  past  thirty  years  would  have  been 
impossible  but  for  the  active  or  passive  co-opera- 
tion of  Russian  officials ;  that  has  been  proved 
by  documents  which  cannot  be  explained  away. 
The  authorities  now  have  a  chance  of  retrieving 
their  reputation  in  this  respect.  If  they  care  to 
exert  themselves,  they  can  effectually  stop  every 
attempt  at  a  pogrom  which  may  be  made  in 
any  part  of  Russia.  After  all,  it  is  only  the 
comparatively  small  band  of  extreme  anti- 
Semites  who  are  concerned  to  strike  a  blow  at 
the  Jews  through  the  medium  of  the  blood 
accusation  ;  the  hundreds  of  protests  against  the 
trial  of  Beilis  that  have  emanated  from  all 
sections  of  Russian  society,  even  from  staunch 
Reactionaries,  show  clearly  that  in  this  matter 
the  "  Black  Hundred  "  and  the  Government  are 
opposed  by  the  country  at  large. 


Municipal  Burdens. 

With  inexorable  insistence  the  Government 
continues  to  be  pursued  by  demands  for  the 
realisation  of  the  reforms  guaranteed  by  the 
October  Manifesto.  Within  the  past  few  weeks 
Ministers,  and  M.  Kokovtsoff  in  particular,  have 
had  these  demands  drummed  into  their  ears  by 
the  business  men  at  Nijni,  by  the  Agricultural 
Conference  at  Kiev,  and,  still  more  recently,  by 
the  Municipal  Workers'  Conference  held  in  the 
same  city,  at  which  the  Octobrist  leader  delivered 
a  telling  attack  upon  the  existing  regime.  From 
more  detailed  reports  of  the  last-named  gather- 
ing that  have  reached  us  we  learn  that  one  of  the 
principal  complaints  of  the  municipalities  is  of  a 
financial  character.  The  burden  imposed  on 
them  by  the  Treasury  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
police  and  the  billeting  of  soldiers  is  intolerably 
heavy.  At  Jitomir,  in  Volhynia,  the  billeting  levy 
absorbs  a  quarter  of  the  town's  net  revenue.  The 
town  of  Vologda  is  burdened  with  various  State 


imposts  which  account  for  65  per  cent,  of  its 
budget.  Tver  has  to  contribute  75,000  roubles  a 
year  for  military  maintenance.  Irkutsk,  which 
ten  years  ago  was  a  wealthy  municipality,  has 
now  been  brought  to  the  verge  of  bankruptcy  by 
the  requirements  of  the  troops-  A  considerable 
sensation  was  caused  at  the  Congress  when  one 
of  its  members  produced  a  "  compulsory  order  " 
issued  by  the  Governor  of  the  Kuban  province, 
which  imposed  a  penalty  of  three  months' 
imprisonment  or  a  fine  of  3,<  "'0  roubles  on  any 
householder  who  failed  to  pay  a  police  tax  intro- 
duced by  himself. 


Why  Self-Government  is  Withheld, 

As  one  of  the  delegates  declared,  the  towns 
are  without  means,  and  therefore  all  hope  of 
social  and  cultural  development  is  idle.  All  this 
is  in  accordance  with  the  Government's  domestic 
policy.  Local  activity  in  the  direction  of 
progress  is  abhorrent  to  the  central  authorities, 
and  the  most  effective  way  of  preventing  it  is  to 
empty  the  municipal  coffers.  It  is,  of  course, 
perfectly  well  realised  in  Ministerial  circles  that 
the  rise  of  a  satisfactory  system  of  self-govern- 
ment would  ring  the  knell  of  the  bureaucracy, 
which  thrives  on  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power 
and  the  commission  of  all  manner  of  irregulari- 
ties and  other  abuses.  Moreover,  the  political 
education  of  the  people,  which  would  go  hand-in- 
hand  with  local  self-government,  is  a  thing  to  be 
avoided  at  all  costs  by  men  who  are  only  kept  in 
power  by  the  helplessness  and  ignorance  of  the 
masses.  These  considerations  explain  in  great 
part  the  determined  hostility  of  the  Government 
towards  local  development  and  the  continued 
financial  oppression  to  which  the  municipalities 
are  subjected  ;  but  of  course  they  could  not  be 
given  proper  utterance  at  the  Kiev  Conference, 
to  which  the  police  devoted  particular  attention. 
Nevertheless,  the  meeting  was  able  to  record  its 
demand  for  the  realisation  of  the  October  pro- 
gramme, which  included  local  self-government 
among  its  other  promises. 


Another  "Times"  Supplement. 

From  a  perusal  or  the  Times'  latest  Russian 
Supplement  the  average  reader  will  doubtless 
come  away  with  the  impression  that,  while 
Russian  institutions  are  inherently  all,  or  nearly 
all,  that  can  be  desired,  by  accident -one  or  two 
defects  have  crept  into  the  system.  For  instance, 
there  is  a  wise  and  benevolent  Government;  but 
by  some  strange  chance  certain  of  the  Depart- 
ments of  State  do  not  entirely  carry  out  its 
wishes.  Or,  again,  the  Premier  is  genuinely 
desirous  of  establishing  local  government  on  a 
proper  basis  ;  as  luck  would  have  it,  however, 
he  has  not  hitherto  found  the  opportunity  of 
doing  so.  One  of  the  most  interesting  portions 
of  the  Supplement  is  the  long  summary  of  the 
report  recently  submitted  to  the  Tsar  by  Count 
Vorontsoff-Dashkoff  on  his  tenure  of  office  as 
Viceroy  of  the  Caucasus.  But  here,  too,  the 
impression  which  it  is  apparently  sought  to  con- 
vey is  that  this  broad-minded  Viceroy  is  a 
typical  product  of  the  Russian  bureaucracy,  and 
that  it  is  the  irresponsible  Nationalists  in  St. 
Petersburg  who  have  hindered  the  success  of 
his  tolerant  policy.  The  real  truth  is  that 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  himself  is  the 
greatest  opponent  of  such  a  policy.  This  is  what 
the  Viceroy  himself  writes  in  support  of  his  plea 
for  the  retention  of  his  office  : — 

"  While  enjoying  the  powers  of  a  Viceroy, 
equal  to,  if  not  higher  than,  those  of  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown,  I  have  had  occasionally  to  con- 
tend energetically  with  the  representatives  of 
the  central  administration  in  order  to  carry  out 
reforms  ;  such  a  position  would  be  impossible 
for  a  person  subordinate  to  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior." 

In  fact,  this  report,  so  far  from  being  a  tribute 
to  the  Russian  regime,  as  is  suggested,  is  a  most 


powerful  condemnation  of  the  Government. 
Misrule  is  the  normal  system  ;  Count  Vorontsoff- 
Dashkoff  and  his  protest  are  the  accident.  For 
the  rest,  we  note  that  the  Supplement  does  not 
contain  an  article  on  the  Beilis  case;  but  this 
causes  us  no  surprise. 


The  Exclusion  of  Dr.  Brandes. 

The  refusal  to  allow  Dr.  Georg  Brandes,  the 
famous  Danish  litterateur,  to  enter  Russia 
because  he  is  of  Jewish  parentage  draws  atten- 
tion very  forcibly  to  the  stupendous  folly  of  the 
passport  system.  Dr.  Brandes,  it  is  well  known, 
does  not  profess  the  Jewish  faith  ;  nevertheless, 
to  secure  his  exclusion  it  is  sufficient  that  his 
parents  acknowledged  Judaism.  We  shall  be 
interested  to  hear  what  Denmark  has  to  say  to 
this  insult  to  one  of  her  most  distinguished 
citizens.  It  is  well  that  a  man  of  Dr.  Brandes' 
eminence  should  have  made  the  vile  corpus  for  a 
demonstration  of  the  efficacy  of  the  passport 
laws  ;  in  this  way  the  full  absurdity  of  the 
Russian  Government's  attitude  may  be  appre- 
ciated. We  could  have  wished,  however,  that  he 
had  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  ;  then  some 
exceedingly  piquant  developments  might  have 
been  witnessed. 


A  WOMAN  PROVOCATOR. 


Echo   of  the  Great   Duma  Trial. 


Among  the  accused  in  the  case  of  the  deputies 
whose  arrest  and  secret  trial  served  as  a  pretext 
for  the  dissolution  of  the  second  Duma  was  a  woman 
named  Shornikoff,  who,  under  the  nickname  of 
Trina,  had  acted  as  secretary  of  the  secret  society 
known  as  the  Military  Organisation  of  the  St. 
Petersburg  Committee  of  the  Russian  Working 
Men's  Social  Democratic  Party. 

It  was  this  woman  who  on  May  iSth,  1907,  read 
out  the  mandate  of  the  above  Organisation  to  the 
non-commissioned  officers  seeretly  assembled  on  the 
evening  of  that  day  at  129  Fontanka,  St.  Petersburg. 
At  the  conclusion  of  this  meeting  she  conducted  a 
deputation  from  the  soldiers  to  the  headquarters  of 
the  Social  Democratic  group  in  the  Duma,  where 
the  mandate  was  handed  to  Deputy  Ozol. 

As  Mine.  Shornikoff  was  not  placed  in  the  dock, 
it  was  thought  at  the  time  that  she  had  made  good 
her  escape  from  the  police.  It  has  now  been  dis- 
closed, however,  that  it  was  the  police  who  gave  her 
the  money  for  her  fare  to  Warsaw,  where  she  has 
since  lived.  From  the  report  of  Procurator  Korsak, 
presented  to  the  First  Department  of  the  Senate,  it 
appears  that  Mme.  Shornikoff  committed  her  various 
criminal  acts  of  conspiracy  and  sedition  by  order 
and  under  the  guidance  of  the  Okhrana,  in  whose 
service  she  then  was.  The  Procurator  therefore 
proposed  to  the  Senate  that  it  should  accede  to  the 
petition  of  this  woman,  who  has  now  become  Mme. 
Yudkevitch  by  a  second  marriage,  and  strike  off  her 
name  from  the  list  of  persons  wanted. 

In  accordance  with  this  recommendation,  the 
First  Department  of  the  Senate  has  formally  can- 
celled the  prosecution  against  the  accused  woman. 


THE    DUMA  PRESIDENCY. 


The  Nationalist  leaders  declare  their  intention  of 
vigorously  opposing  M.  Rodzianko's  candidature  for 
the  presidency  of  the  Duma  next  session.  The 
Nationalists  are  ostensibly  angry  with  M.  Rodzianko 
because  of  his  recent  conflicts  with  the  Administra- 
tion, both  at  the  Romanoff  Tercentenary  celebrations 
and  at  the  Stolypin  memorial  ceremony.  According 
to  them,  the  President  of  the  Duma  ought  to  possess 
the  capacity  to  remain  on  good  terms  with  the 
authorities. 


The  Provincial  Court  of  Kurland  has  ordered  the 
dissolution  of  the  Lettish  Progressive  Union 
"  Straume,"  which  has  its  headquarters  at  Mittau. 

The  "  Vanishing  Brigand  "  of  the  Caucasus  has 
this  time  vanished  for  good.  The  redoubtable  Selim 
Khan,  it  is  reported,  has  been  killed  at  last  by^Cap- 
tain  Kibaroff,  of  the  Daghestan  Cavalry  Regiment. 

In  the  estimates  presented  by  the  Minister  of 
Finance  to  the  Duma  Bureau  on  October  14th  the 
total  revenue  and  expenditure  for  1914  balance  at 
3,558,261,499  roubles  (355  8  millions  sterling).  In 
order  to  effect  a  balance  the  sum  of  23,164,217  roubles 
is  taken  from  the  State  Treasury. 
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THE    VOICE    OF  TRUTH. 


Full  Text  of  the   Famous   "  Kievlanin " 
Article. 


[We  have  been  able  to  secure  a  copy  of  the  confis- 
cated issue  of  the  Kievlanin  whicli  contained  the 
famous  article  denouncing  the  official  act  of  indict- 
ment against  Beilis.  In  view  of  the  intense  excite- 
ment caused  throughout  Russia  by  the  appearance  of 
so  scathing  a  condemnation  of  the  judicial  proceed- 
ings in  a  Conservative  and  anti-Semitic  journal,  we 
reproduce  the  article  in  full.  It  was  published  in  the 
Kievlanin  on  October  10th,  the  third  day  of  the 
trial.]   

As  is  well  known,  the  indictment  in  the  Beilis  case 
is  a  document  on  which  the  attention  of  the  whole 
world  is  concentrated.  Since  the  Dreyfus  trial  there 
has  not  been  a  single  case  that  has  so  powerfully 
excited  public  opinion. 

The  reason  for  this  is  clear.  The  indictment  in 
the  Beilis  case  does  not  constitute  an  accusation  of 
this  man  alone  ;  it  is  a  charge  of  one  of  the  gravest 
crimes  brought  against  a  whole  people  ;  it  is  a  charge 
of  one  of  the  most  infamous  superstitions  brought 
against  a  whole  religion.  Under  such  conditions 
Russian  justice  should  have  been  particularly  careful, 
and  should  have  used  all  its  endeavours  to  show  itself 
equal  to  the  task. 

The  Task  and  its  Performance. 

In  undertaking  a  task  in  which  the  courts  of  the 
whole  world  had  failed  throughout  the  ages,  the  Kiev 
Prosecutions  Department  should  have  realised  that 
it  must  produce  an  accusation  so  perfect  and  so 
strongly  welded  as  to  break  the  gigantic  force  of  the 
enormous  wave  which  it  was  encountering.  For  the 
people  which  the  Russian  Prosecutions  Department 
has  conceived  the  idea  of  charging  with  a  ritual 
crime  is  the  Jewish  people — that  is  to  say,  the  most 
energetic,  the  most  unscrupulous  people  in  defending 
its  own  interests,  and  moreover  the  people  which  is 
able,  by  means  of  the  Press,  to  make  the  whole  world 
resound  with  a  shout  capable  of  waking  the  dead. 

To  engage  in  such  a  fight  it  was  necessary  to  set 
out  with  a  well-whetted  weapon.  And  now  we  have 
that  "  whetted  weapon  "  before  our  eyes.  Alas  !  one 
need  not  be  a  lawyer,  but  merely  a  person  of 
common  sense,  to  understand  that  the  accusation 
against  Beilis  is  such  claptrap  that  a  moderately 
competent  counsel  can  lightly  tear  it  to  pieces. 
One  cannot  help  feeling  ashamed  for  the  Kiev  Prose- 
cutions Department  and  for  Russian  justice  as  a 
whole,  which  has  ventured  to  appear  before  the 
court  of  the  whole  world  with  such  scanty  equip- 
ment. 

An  analysis  of  the  act  of  indictment  does  not 
however  form  part  of  the  present  article.  At  this 
moment  another  heavy  duty,  from  which  we  cannot 
shrink,  rests  upon  us.  We  have  to  speak  of  the  set- 
ting in  which  this  indictment  in  the  case  of  Mendel 
Beilis  has  been  framed. 

The  murder  of  Yuschinsky,  mysterious  and  fero- 
cious, has  called  to  life  the  secular  legend  according 
to  which  the  Jews  torture  Christian  children  to 
death  for  their  ritual  purposes.  This  version  of  the 
murder  has  naturally  caused  excitement  among  the 
Jewish  population.  With  their  habitual  unscrupu- 
lousness  as  to  means,  the  Jews  began  to  seek  means 
for  averting  the  terrible  cloud  that  was  hanging  over 
them.  With  colossal  shamelessness  they  tried  to 
repel  the  suspicion  of  Yuschinsky's  murder  by 
fastening  it  upon  his  own  relatives. 

Zamyslovaky's  Logic. 

It  was  just  these  intrigues  that  chiefly  gave  rise, 
among  certain  sections  of  the  Russian  population 
and  in  police  circles,  to  the  apprehension  that  the 
Jews  would  lead  the  police  and  the  inquiry  away 
from  the  right  track.  As  an  early  expression  of  such 
a  fear  we  had  the  interpellation  of  the  Right  in  the 
State  Duma,  charging  the  Kiev  police  with  conceal- 
ing the  true  character  of  the  murder  under  pressure 
from  the  J'.-w  '.  During  the  discussion  on  that  inter- 
pellation, Deputy  Zamyslovsky  went  so  far  as  to 
affirm  that  the  Jews  only  committed  ritual  murder  in 
those  localities  in  which  they  had  managed  to  bribe 
the  police,  so  that  the  very  occurrence  of  a  ritual 
murder  at  any  place  already  proved  that  the  local 
police  had  been  suborned. 

Zamyslovsky  did  riot  carry  his  idea  to  its  conclusion. 
For,  if  the  Jews  had  planned  the  murder  of  a  Chris- 
tian boy  at  Kiev  only  after  preliminary  agreement 
with  the  Christian  police  at  Kiev  about  the  price  of 
the  Christian  blood  the  latter  were  selling,  how 
could  the  Jews  stop  at  the  police  r  Criminal  inquiries 
are  carried  on  by  the  Kxamining  Magistrates  under 
the  direction  of  Mr:  Prosecutions  Department  and 
the  supervision  of  the  District  Courts  and  High 
Courts.  What,  then,  could  the  police  do  for  the 
Jews  from  the  moment  that  the  inquiry  was  mafic- 
over  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Kxamining  Magistrate 
and  the  Public  Prosecutor  r 


It  is  the  authority  that  conducts  the  inquiry  which 
discovers  a  crime,  and  has  the  power  to  defeat  the 
conspiracy  of  any  police  inspector  or  commissary  of 
police  with  Jews. 

Of  course,  the  Jews  arc  not  so  stupid  as  to  rely  on 
the  police  in  so  dangerous  a  matter.  In  order  to 
conceal  a  crime  whose  discovery  would  involve  at 
least  a  repetition  of  the  Kishinev  massacre,  they  would 
certainly  not  have  stopped  at  an  Inspector,  but  would 
have  gone  much  further.  Zamyslovsky  was  therefore 
inconsistent  in  stopping  halfway.  He  should  have 
gone  further,  and  brought  the  charge  of  concealing 
ritual  crimes  against  the  Kxamining  Magistrate, 
against  the  Public  Prosecutors  of  the  District  Court, 
and  against  those  of  the  High  Court.  Zamyslovsky 
has  not  done  so.  Nevertheless  this  secretly-guarded 
but  depressing  idea  has  budded  and  sprouted.  The 
fear  of  being  suspected  of  any  relations  with  the 
Jews  has  proved  for  many  a  moral  burden  exceeding 
their  strength.  And  we  have  known  many  people  of 
courage  who  had  scorned  bombs  and  Browning 
revolvers,  but  who  could  not  stand  the  weight  of 
such  suspicions. 

And,  however  strange  it  may  seem,  Zamvslovsky's 
declaration  exerted  a  most  suggestive  pressure  upon 
the  Kiev  Prosecutions  Department.  At  any  rate,  the 
Public  Prosecutor  of  the  High  Court,  Tchaplinsky, 
began  to  act  as  if  the  sole  aim  of  his  actions  had  been 
to  convince  Zamyslovsky  that  he,  the  Procurator  of 
the  High  Court,  was  as  pure  as  crystal  in  this 
respect. 

The  Dismissal  of  Mischuk. 

It  was  not  easy  to  support  the  ritual  version  of 
Yuschinsky's  murder  by  facts,  and  the  head  of  the 
Kiev  Detective  Department,  Mischuk,  declined  to  see 
any  ritual  character  in  the  atrocities  perpetrated  on 
the  body  of  the  boy  Yuschinsky.'  Following  the 
recipe  of  Zamyslovsky,  who  had  recommended  the 
immediate  removal  of  the  whole  of  the  local  police 
from  the  investigation  of  ritual  murder  and  the 
despatch  of  "  new"  men  for  that  purpose,  the  Public 
Prosecutor  Tchaplinsky  dismissed  Mischuk  from  the 
case.  Mischuk  was  committed  for  trial.  The  High 
Court  acquitted  him  unanimously.  Then,  on  the 
protest  of  the  Public  Prosecutor,  based  on  formal 
grounds  of  the  most  trilling  character,  the  case  was 
quashed  and  referred  by  the  Senate  to  the  High 
Court  of  Kharkov  for  a  fresh  trial.  We  know  for 
certain  that  among  the  persons  who  value  and  grieve 
for  the  Russian  authorities  the  Mischuk  affair  has 
given  rise  to  the  most  serious  and  disconcerting 
reflections. 

Having  dismissed  lr:schuk,  the  judicial  authorities 
called  to  their  assistance  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 
Gendarmerie  Ivanoff,  who  in  his  turn  engaged  the 
well-known  detective  officer  Krassovsky,  the  very 
same  Krassovsky  who,  a  few  years  ago,  so  cleverly 
detected  the  murderers  of  the  Ostrovsky  family. 
We  do  not  know  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ivanoff's  point 
of  view,  but  Krassovsky  rejected  the  ritual  character 
of  the  murder  as  resolutely  as  did  his  predecessor 
Mischuk,  and  attributed  the  crime  to  a  gang  of  pro- 
fessional rogues,  grouped  round  Vera  Tcheberyak. 
Krassovsky  made  a  serious  investigation  in  that 
direction,  and  reported  the  results  to  the  Prosecu- 
tions Department. 

As  soon  as  Krassovsky's  point  of  view  became 
clear,  he,  like  Mischuk,  was  dismissed  from  the  case. 
As  had  been  the  case  with  Mischuk,  a  trumpery 
charge  was  brought  against  Krassovsky,  and  he  was 
committed  for  trial. 

•  Judicial  Terrorism. 

After  two  heads  of  the  Detective  Department  had 
thus  been  dismissed  the  case  went  on  as  desired. 
The  whole  of  the  police,  terrorised  by  the  resolute 
conduct  of  the  High  Court,  realised  that  whoever 
let  fall  an  untimely  word — that  is  to  say,  one  not  in 
accordance  with  the  desires  of  the  authorities — 
would  immediately  be  deprived  of  his  living  and 
sent  to  prison  into  the  bargain.  Naturally,  under 
such  conditions,  everything  went  on  quietly  and 
silently,  and  the  Beilis  version  now  reigns  supreme, 
"against  reason  and  in  opposition  to  the  elements," 
but  to  the  joy  of  the  Public  Prosecutor  of  the  High 
Court. 

We  have  carefully  weighed  the  significance  of  the 
words  we  have  just  uttered.  But  we  were  bound  to 
utter  them,  and  we  are  entitled  to  speak.  We  have 
been,  and  always  shall  be,  true  friends  of  Russian 
justice.  We  have  faith  in  the  great  work  of 
Alexander  II.  And  at  those  dire  moments  when 
unjust  and  unmerited  accusations  were  showered 
upon  Russian  justice  we  defended  it  with  all  the 
means  at  our  command.  We  defended  it  both  in  the 
modest  columns  of  the  Kievlanin  and  from  the  all- 
Russian  tribune  of  the  State  Duma. 

And  we  shall  speak  out.  We  shall  not  tire  of 
repeating  that  this  unjust  case  will  not  yield  the 
desired  fruit.  We  shall  not  tire  of  repeating  that  the 
court  miht  be  a  tribunal,  the  refuge  where  one  may 
find  protection  against  injustices  dictated  by  political 
passion.  And,  however  advantageous  and  necessary 
it  may  appear1  from  the  party  point  of  view  to  prove 
the  existence  of  ritual  murders,  the  Prosecutions 
Department  should  not  and  has  no  right  to  under- 


take to  supply  the  living  object  required  for  origi- 
nating a  trial  of  that  kind. 

This,  however,  is  precisely  what  has  been  done. 

"  What  do  we  care  about  BeiJis  I  The  important 
point  to  us  is  to  prove  the  ritual  !  As  for  Beilis,  we 
do  not  even  mind  if  he  is  acquitted  !  "  That  is  the 
way  to  speak  about  this  matter. 

"  A  Rabbit  on  the  Vivisection  Table." 

But  you  dare  not  speak  like  that  !  You  dare  not, 
because  it  is  a  monstrous  theory  ;  because,  in  arguing 
thus,  you,  who  keep  on  talking  of  ritual,  are  carrying 
out  a  human  sacrifice  yourselves.  Mendel  Beilis 
may  be  insignificant  ;  nevertheless  you  had  no  right 
to  imprison  him  when  you  were  not  convinced  of 
his  guilt.  It  is  just  your  conviction  that  matters  I 
But,  so  far  from  being  convinced  of  his  guilt,  you 
did  not  even  think  of  him  ;  you  treated  him  as  a 
rabbit  on  the  vivisection-table. 

The  horror  of  the  situation  lies  in  the  fact  that 
you  have  not  even  realised  up  till  now  how  entirely 
inadmissible  such  a  case  is.  The  horror  lies  in  your 
continuing  to  repeat,  in  every  variety  of  tone — 
"  What  is  Beilis  to  us  ? " 

Gentlemen,  take  care !  There  are  things,  there 
are  temples,  which  one  cannot  destroy  with  impunity. 
Who  knows  ?  Perhaps  a  time  may  come  some  day 
when,  instead  of  the  Public  Prosecutor  Tchaplinsky 
looking  for  ritual  murders,  there  will  stand  at  the 
head  of  the  prosecution  a  man  bent  on  discovering 
the  pogrom-makers.  And  what  will  you  say  then, 
when  the  judicial  department  of  the  day  selects 
one  of  you  for  an  operation  of  that  kind  ?  And  how 
will  you  feel  then,  when  across  the  wall  of  your 
prison  will  reach  you  such  indifferent,  cynical  excla- 
mations as  : — "  What  is  Zamyslovsky  to  us  ?  What 
do  we  care  about  Shmakoff  ?  For  our  part  they 
may  be  acquitted  !  We  are  only  concerned  in  clear- 
ing up  the  way  in  which  Jewish  pogroms  are 
organised  ! ;' 

We  are  grieved  at  having  to  write  all  this.  Is  it 
anj'  concern  of  ours  r  But,  when  we  took  over  the 
editorial  pen  from  the  now  silent  hand  of  the  late 
Demetrius  Ivanovitch  Pikhno,  we  took  an  oath  over 
his  grave  that  untruth  should  never  soil  the  pages  of 
the  Kievlanin. 


A   CONSERVATIVE  ON  "  RITUAL." 

"  A  Page  from  the  Annals  of  a  Lunatic 
Asylum." 


In  the  Conservative  Grajdanin,  edited  by  the  well- 
known  reactionary  Prince  Meschersky,  the  following 
dialogue  is  published  :  — 

"  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  Beilis  case  I  "  I  was 
asked  by  a  friend. 

"  I  look  upon  it  as  a  page  from  the  annals  of  a 
lunatic  asylum." 

"  How  can  you  say  such  a  thing  I  Surely  you  are 
not  a  Juda-ophile  ?  Why,  it  is  a  great  event,  one  of 
world-wide  importance — the  victory  over  unconquer- 
able Jewry.  It  will  make  the  Rothschilds  of  the  whole 
world  shiver!  " 

"  Who  told  you  that  ?  " 

"  The  newspaper  telegrams.  Russia  has  never 
stood  so  high  as  it  does  at  the  opening  of  the  Beilis 
trial.  Why,  the  Kiev  hotels  have  trebled  their  tariff 
owing  to  the  influx  of  visitors.  For  the  last  few  days 
three  packed  special  trains  have  been  carrying  the 
Russian  patriots  to  Kiev.  And  you  call  it  a  page 
from  the  annals  of  a  lunatic  asylum!" 

"  Yes,  I  do.  Kiev,  Moscow,  St.  Petersburg  have 
become  Jewish  cities,  and  this  does  not  excite  any  of 
your  Russian  patriots.  Still  you  think  that  the  Beilis 
case  has  aroused  the  whole  world." 

"  This  is  quite  a  different  thing.  This  is  a  triumph 
for  Christian  justice." 

"  Are  vou  sure,  then,  that  Beilis  is  a  ritual 
murderer  ? " 

"  Supposing  even  he  is  not  a  murderer  ;  consider 
the  effect  it  will  produce.  What  a  spectacle  of 
vengeance  for  Christian  blood  !  And  you  call  that  a 
scene  from  a  lunatic  asylum." 

"  Worse  than  that.  I  call  it  a  bloodthirsty  machina- 
tion, intended  to  incite  to  slaughter,  to  the  shedding 
of  torrents  of  blood,  both  Jewish  and  Christian." 

"  What  are  you  talking  about  :" 

"  I  am  merely  answering  your  question  what  I 
think  of  the  Beilis  case — that  is  all.  You  would  like 
me  to  shout  with  the  crowd,  renouncing  my  own 
reason.  No,  when  I  hear  the  roar  of  the  crowd,  I 
turn  away,  for  I  feel  that  there  is  neither  truth  nor 
sense  in  it.  Why,  if  there  had  .been  a  single  scrap  of 
sense  in  that  roar  it  should  have  grown  silent  at  the 
thought  that  the  Jews  who  had  bought  Moscow,  St. 
Petersburg,  and  Kiev  should  not  even  now  find  it 
difficult  to  buy  Christian  blood  for  money  if  their 
ritual  requires  it.  Take  the  Caucasus,  for  instance. 
Christian  blood  there  is  not  worth  a  farthing.  A 
Mohammedan  and  an  Armenian  may  get  as  much  of 
it  as  they  like,  and  nobody  cares." 

"  Ah  !  I  see,  you  have  gone  in  for  philosophy. 
You  are  a  dangerous  man." 
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THE    EXPERTS    AT  KIEV. 


During  the  past  week  the  District  Court  of 
Kiev  has  been  engaged  in  hearing  the  evidence 
of  the  medical  and  mental  experts.  This  stage 
of  the  trial,  although  lacking  the  dramatic  effects 
provided  by  the  examination  of  the  lay  wit- 
nesses, is  of  the  most  vital  importance  — not  so 
much  to  Beilis  himself,  perhaps,  as  to  his 
co-religionists  at  large.  It  was  for  these  experts 
to  say  whether  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky  bore 
traces  of  having  been  committed  by  Jews  for  a 
religious  purpose,  and  if  the  jury,  after  balancing 
the  conflicting  evidence  offered  by  the  witnesses 
for  the  prosecution  and  the  defence,  is  led  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  former  has  the  greater 
weight  and  that  a  "  ritual  "  crime  has  been  com- 
mitted, the  "Black  Hundred"  politicians  who 
have  organised  the  case  will  have  achieved  the 
triumph  on  which  they  have  staked  their  for- 
tunes, and  it  will  be  immaterial  to  them  whether 
Beilis  is  condemned  or  acquitted.  It  becomes 
necessary,  therefore,  to  watch  this  part  of  the 
proceedings  with  the  closest  attention.  Here  we 
have  something  tangible  on  which  to  argue.  We 
are  quit  for  the  time  being  of  the  vague  and 
valueless  frothings  of  men  who  declare  that  the 
blood  accusation  must  be  true  because  they 
believe  it  to  be  true,  and  we  come  to  one  of  the 
bed-rock  facts  of  the  case  itself,  as  set  out  in  the 
post-mortem  reports  drawn  up  shortly  after 
the  discovery  of  the  crime. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  a  few  months  ago 
these  reports  were  submitted  to  the  most  dis- 
tinguished medico-legal  experts  in  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Germany,  and  in  view  of  the 
evidence  just  given  at  Kiev  it  is  interesting  to 
recall  what  the  verdict  of  these  investigators 
was.  The  English  experts — Professor  A.  J. 
Pepper,  Dr.  W.  H.  Willcox,  and  Dr.  Charles  A. 
Mercier,  than  whom  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
in  this  country  three  men  more  competent  to 
pronounce  an  opinion  on  such  a  case — stated 
that  the^wounds  found  on  the  head  and  neck  of 
the  body  were  clearly  inflicted  first,  and  those  on 
the  trunk  not  for  some  little  time  afterwards — ■ 
either  immediately  before  or  just  after  death. 
Since  the  blows  on  the  head  must  have  pro- 
duced immediate  unconsciousness,  it  was  quite 
impossible  for  any  of  the  wounds  to  have 
inflicted  torture  ;  and  since  all  the  wounds, 
which  were  probably  dealt  by  some  sort  of 
tapering  chisel  or  awl,  caused  internal  rather 
than  external  bleeding,  the  purpose  of  the 
murder  could  not  have  been  the  collection  of 
the  victim's  blood.  The  French  experts  were  in 
agreement  with  their  English  colleagues  regard- 
ing the  order  of  the  wounds,  and  declared  that, 
as  the  greater  number  of  them  were  superficial, 
there  could  not  have  been  any  considerable  flow 
of  blood. 

"  It  would  [they  wrote]  be  a  singular  method 
of  procuring  the  blood  of  a  human  victim  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  inflict  upon  him  a  series  of 
wounds  most  of  which  do  not  penetrate,  and 
not  one  of  which  at  all  events  establishes  any 
considerable  communication  between  a  big 
blood-vessel  and  the  exterior.  The  absurdity  of 
the  methods  employed  settles  the  question 
in  the  present  case  beyond  doubt." 

With  these  opinions  the  German  experts  sub- 
stantially agreed ;  and  thus  we  find  all  these 
distinguished  foreign  specialists  affirming  that 
the  murder  of  Yuschinsky  could  not  possibly 
have  been  committed  for  "  ritual  "  purposes.  In 
the  Kiev  court  Professor  Kossorotoff  and  M. 
Tufanoff,  for  the  prosecution,  maintained  that 
the  prime  object  of  the  murderers  was  to  dr  ain 
the  blood  of  their  victim  and  to  inflict  torture, 
while  M.  Pavloff  and  Professor  Kadian,  the 
medical  experts  for  the  defence,  ridiculed  this 


theory.  We  cannot  enter  here  into  the  details 
of  the  evidence,  which,  in  view  of  its  supreme 
importance,  we  could  wish  had  been  less  scantily 
reported  in  the  general  Press  :  but  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  our  conviction  that  outside 
Russia  not  a  single  medico -legal  expert  of  any 
repute  could  be  found  to  support  the  theory  pro- 
pounded by  MM.  Kossorotoff  and  Tufauoff. 

On  Friday  and  the  following  day  came  the 
turn  of  the  mental  specialists.  The  first  to 
occupy  the  witness-box  was  Professor  Sikorsky. 
Ten  years  ago  Professor  Sikorsky,  when  called  as 
an  expert  to  investigate  the  murder  of  a  Christian 
boy  which  was  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
by  Jews,  declared  mDst  emphatically  that 
"  ritual  "  crimes  of  this  nature  were  impossible 
nowadays.  Now  he  has  been  induced  to  change 
his  mind,  and  is  ready  ;  o  believe  and  circulate 
the  wildest  theories  on  the  subject  that  have  ever 
entered  the  mind  of  the  most  unscrupulous  Jew- 
hater.  His  depositions  ks  recorded  in  the  official 
act  of  indictment  have  a  ready  won  him  the  con- 
tempt of  the  scientific  world,  and  were  refuted 
with  especial  vigour  by  the  English,  French,  and 
German  experts  to  w  10m  we  have  already 
referred.  Nevertheless  he  appeared  in  court 
on  Friday  and  gave  vent  to  an  amazing  out- 
burst of  anti-Semitic  malignity  of  which,  accord- 
ing to  Beater's  correspondent,  "  the  actuality 
surpassed  the  most  extravagant  expectations." 
From  the  depths  of  au  imagination  which  it 
were  kind  to  assume  n;ust  be  diseased  he  pro- 
duced a  wild  rigmarole  I  to  the  effect  that  Jews 
commonly  killed  Christian,  children  and  drained 
all  the  blood  from  then  oodles,  that  the  method 
of  committing  the  murder  was  in  accordance 
with  a  prescribed  ritual,  that  after  its  perpetra- 
tion they  invariably  sought  to  direct  the  inquiry 
into  a  false  channel,  and  that  they  even  bribed 
others  to  assume  the  guilt.  Then,  breaking- 
through  the  confines  of  the  scope  of  psychiatry 
even  according  to  his  own  notions,  and  dis- 
regarding the  protests  of  the  defending  counsel 
and  the  intervention  of  the  presiding  Judge,  he 
indulged  in  a  passionate  diatribe  against  the 
Jews  whioh  was  clearly  intended  to  impress  the 
ignorant  peasants  on  the  jury.  The  sources 
of  his  information  he  did  not  condescend  to 
disclose,  and  cross-examination,  we  are  told, 
failed  to  elicit  them.  Here,  if  anywhere,  we 
have  had  that  "page  from  the  records  of  a 
madhouse  "  of  which  Prince  Meschersky  spoke 
the  other  day.  Professor  Sikorsky  is  under- 
stood to  be  suffering  from  illness,  but,  as 
Reuter's  correspondent  somewhat  gently  puts  it, 
"  even  making  every  possible  allowance  for  his 
sickness,  his  pronouncement  must  be  regarded 
as  extraordinary,  coming  from  a  prominent  man 
of  science."  Among  the  reputations  which  have 
been  damned  by  the  Beilis  case  that  of  Professor 
Sikorsky  certainly  ranks  first ;  the  other  pro- 
tagonists for  the  prosecution  did  not  have  much 
to  lose.  There  was  a  welcome  change  from  this 
nightmare  atmosphere  on  Saturday,  when  another 
mental  specialist,  Dr.  Bekhtereff,  demonstrated 
in  what  the  reports  describe  as  a  convincing- 
manner  that  the  murder  was  probably  perpetrated 
by  alcoholics  or  epileptics,  and  maintained  that 
it  was  impossible  to  attribute  any  religious  cha- 
racter to  the  crime.  Dr.  Bekhtereff 's  evidence 
is  said  to  have  produced  a  great  impression. 

After  the  mental  specialists  the  theological 
experts  occupied  the  arena,  and  at  once  we  were 
back  again  in  the  Middle  Ages.  On  Saturday 
long  extracts  from  a  book  alleged  to  have  been 
written  by  the  monk  Neophyte,  a  supposed  con- 
vert from  Judaism  whose  identity  has  never  been 
established,  were  solemnly  read  to  the  court.  In 
this  precious  work  it  is  affirmed  that  Christian 
blood  is  necessary  to  the  Jews  throughout  the 
world  on  the  most  important  occasions  of  life 


and  for  a  variety  of  purposes ;  that  Christian 
blood  with  boiled  eggs  is  eaten  by  every  bridal 
pair,  and  that  dying  Jews  need  the  same  suste- 
nance ;  that  Christian  blood  is  inserted  in  babies' 
mouths  at  the  rite  of  circumcision  ;  that  at  the 
annual  Feast  of  Purim  every  Jew  becomes  quite 
mad,  and  kidnaps  Christian  boys  with  such 
blind  fury  that  there  is  often  a  surplus  stock, 
which  is  saved  up  until  the  Passover,  blood  being 
used  at  both  these  festivals.  On  this  work, 
which  we  cannot  pretend  to  criticise,  great 
reliance  is  placed  by  the  promoters  of  the  blood 
libel,  and  after  the  recital  the  prosecution 
''emphasised  its  importance."  On  Sunday  the 
Roman  Catholic  priest  Pranaytis,  who  alone  of 
the  five  theological  experts  upholds  the  views  of 
the  prosecution,  gave  his  answers  to  a  long  series 
of  preposterously-worded  questions  framed 
for  the  purpose  of  "  arriving  at  the 
truth."  His  evidence  was  on  a  par  with  the 
statements  of  Neophyte,  from  whom  he  has  evi- 
dently drawn  his  inspiration.  As,  however,  it 
has  been  repudiated  by  the  heads  of  his  own 
Church  we  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  discuss  it, 
except  to  point  out  that,  when  invited  to  point 
to  the  exact  texts  in  the  Talmud  and  other  books 
on  which  some  of  his  assertions  were  based,  he 
proved  unable  to  do  so.  His  fantastic  out- 
pourings of  mediaeval  superstition  frequently 
moved  the  court  to  laughter,  and,  considering  the 
overwhelming  mass  of  expert  evidence  on  the 
other  side  that  is  being  brought  before  the  court, 
we  may  surmise  that  even  the  yokels  of  the  jury 
will  dismiss  Father  Pranaytis  from  their  minds. 
Trie  clear-*.- u<  *ta^MLt&iti»i  ot  Professor  Troitsky 
on  Monday  provided  an  antidote  which  was 
almost  unnecessary. 

And  so  the  case  goes  on.  It  has  now  lasted 
four  weeks,  and  the  end  is  not  yet.  Beilis  is  the 
most  insignificant  prisoner  who  has  ever  occu- 
pied the  dock  in  a  cause  e&lhbre  ;  his  name  has 
hardly  been  mentioned,  and  no  evidence  of  any 
kind  has  been  offered  against  him.  But  this 
causes  us  no  surprise  when  it  is  borne  in  mind 
that  the  struggle  of  which  he  is  nominally  the 
central  figure  is  in  reality  one  between  the 
desperate  forces  of  Reaction  and  the  advancing 
hosts  of  Liberalism. 


DESPONDENT  OCTOBRISTS. 


M.  Gutchkoff  Discerns  "  No  Glimmer  of 
Light." 

The  eighth  anniversary  of  the  October  Manifesto 
was  celebrated  in  St.  Petersburg  by  an  Octobrist 
banquet.  M.  Rodzianko,  the  President  of  the  Duma, 
presided,  and  was  supported  by  two  former  Presi- 
dents, MM.  Alexander  Gutchkoff  and  NT.  A. 
Homyakoff. 

The  proceedings  were  of  a  somewhat  gloomy 
character.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  M.  Gutchkoff 
said  : — 

"  We  are  celebrating  to-day  a  melancholy  anni- 
versary. The  proud  public  exultation  and  the  great 
hopes  that  were  formed  have  given  way  to  des- 
pondency, and  the  future  shows  no  glimmer  of  light.'' 

M.  Tchistyakoff,  a  Town  Councillor  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, followed  in  the  same  strain. 

"  M.  Gutchkoff's  words,"  he  said,  "  inspire  sombre 
thoughts.  Russia  is  passing  through  difficult  times, 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  people  are  now 
distrusted  and  ignored.  Foreign  events  have  tem- 
porarily distracted  our  attention  from  our  domestic 
troubles,  which  have  now  reappeared.  The  Govern- 
ment ignores  not  only  public  opinion,  but  also  the 
people's  representatives  in  the  Dum  i,  forgetting  that 
by  diminishing  the  dignity  of  the  Duma  it  is  at  the 
same  time  undermining  the  State  system  and  dis- 
turbing the  equilibrium  of  its  edifice. 

"The  time  tor  political  compromises  and  conces- 
sions is  past.  This  may  displeas ;  some  of  us,  but 
they  had  better  leave  us.  I  am  sure  that  those  who 
have  remained  faithful  to  our  flig  will  honestly 
advance,  and  strive  for  the  public  weal." 
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THE   PRESS  AND   THE  BEILIS 

CASE. 


Cadet   Leader  Denounces  Unexampled 
Suppression  Campaign. 


Yesterday  week  the  Dunn,  on  reassembling  for  the 
autumn  session,  discussed  a  motion  for  urgency  for 
an  interpellation  introduced  by  the  Cadets  on  the 
subject  of  the  persecution  of  the  Press,  with  special 
reference  to  the  unexampled  repression  which  has 
attended  the  trial  of  Beilis.  The  interpellation  stated 
that  during  the  first  nine  months  of  thejuesent  year 
the  fines  imposed  on  the  Press  amounted  to  107,000 
roubles  (^10,700),  as  compared  with  69,000  roubles 
and  57,000  roubles  for  the  corresponding  periods  of 
the  two  previous  years. 

Professor  Miliukoff,  the  Cadet  leader,  in  intro- 
ducing the  motion  for  urgency,  said  that  the  present 
year  constituted  a  record  in  the  way  of  newspaper 
persecution,  and  the  month  of  September  a  record 
within  that  record ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  when 
the  figures  for  October  were  published  they  would 
show  a  similar  increase  in  geometrical  progression. 
In  former  days,  under  the  Autocracy  and  the  old 
Censorship,  they  on  the  Reich  knew  more  or  less  what 
was  likely  to  incur  the  Censor's  displeasure.  But  in 
Constitutional  Russia — (M.  Purishkevitch  :  "There  is 
no  such  thing!  ") — they  were  simply  lost.  Every 
night,  when  getting  the  current  number  out,  they 
racked  their  brains  in  the  endeavour  to  anticipate 
upon  what  particular  point  in  the  paper  the  Censor's 
hand  would  fall,  and  the  next  morning  they  were 
frequently  still  racking  their  brains  trying  to  dis- 
cover the  reason  for  the  penalty  which  had  been 
inflicted. 

Attempts  to  Hush  TTp  the  Kiev  Trial. 

The  censorship  officials  evidently  worked  on  a 
plan  known  only  to  themselves.  Out  of  thirty  papers 
recently  visited  seventeen  incurred  penalties  for  the 
same  cause — the  Beilis  case.  Things  had  come  to 
such  a  pass  that  on  October  12th  the  Poslednia 
Novosti  was  compelled  to  appear  with  half  a  page 
blank,  since  the  frt  quent  fines  had  made  it  impossible 
for  it  to  print  any  reference  to  Vera  Tcheberyak.  In 
this  indirect  way  they  desired  to  prevent  the  Press 
from  commenting  on  the  Beilis  trial.  A  direct 
attempt  had  failed,  the  Kiev  court  having  rejected 
the  preposterous  demand  of  the  Public  Prosecutor 
that  the  minutes  of  the  trial  should  be  suppressed. 
It  was  only  through  the  Press  that  publicity  could  be 
obtained  for  a  trial  held  with  open  doors.  Hence, 
the  direct  method  having  failed,  this  intangible 
department  endeavoured  to  silence  the  Press  by 
means  of  a  systematic  shower  of  penalties.  But  the 
authorities  had  made  a  mistake  ;  the  Press  would 
continue  to  perform  its  duty  to  the  public  at  no 
matter  what  cost.  Even  the  Kievlamn — and  he  was 
glad  to  do  justice  to  his  political  enemy — had  had 
the  courage  to  speak  aloud  of  what  was  going  on 
behind  the  scenes  of  this  trial,  and  for  the  first  time  in 
its  long  career  was  confiscated.  The  Retch  had  been 
penalised  in  the  same  way  for  its  references  to  the 
same  subject,  because  one  of  its  contributors  had 
said  that  "  those  who  come  forward  with  the  'ritual 
murder'  libel  were  placing  themselves  in  the  dock  in 
the  sight  of  history  and  civilisation,"  and  another  had 
declared  that  "  the  old  dark  Russia  is  putting  forth 
its  final  efforts,"  and  that  "  the  trial  is  not  taking 
place  in  the  little  court  of  Kiev  but  in  the  great 
courthouse  of  Europe." 

The  Real  Purpose. 

"These,"  said  Professor  Miliukoff,  "are  the  expres- 
sions for  which  the  Kxevlanin,  my  own  paper,  and 
dozens  of  other  organs  have  been  punished,  ostensibly 
in  virtue  of  Article  1,034  of  the  Penal  Code,  which 
deals  with  'the  circulation  of  deliberate  falsehoods 
concerning  the  acts  of  Government  institutions  and 
officials.'  Is  it  not  clear  that  the  application  of  the 
Article  in  this  case  is  artificial,  and  that  such  confisca- 
tions are  nothing  but  an  abuse  of  authority  ?  Is  it 
not  clear  that  the  direct  purpose  of  this  shower  of 
penalties  is  only  their  momentary  effect  ?  They 
merely  want  to  remove  from  circulation  some  tens 
of  thousands  of  copies  of  printed  matter  which 
spreads  the  light  far  and  wide,  to  stop  them  in 
order  that  their  dark  deed  may  take  its  course  and  be 
brought  to  the  desired  end.  Gentlemen,  those  who 
resort  to  these  confiscations  are  generally  well 
aware  that  their  acts  will  not  be  confirmed ; 
but  it  takes  time  before  the  confiscation  is  annulled, 
and  a  year  may  elapse  before  the  copy  which  has 
been  suppressed  is  allowed  to  reach  its  subscribers. 
In  this  case,  however,  their  purpose  of  restricting 
publicity  will  already  have  been  attained,  even  if  it 
should  take  only  three  weeks  to  cancel  the  confisca- 
tion order.  Is  it  not  clear  that,  with  such  things 
happening,  the  Government  has  ceased  to  be 
impartial  r  T;ie  Government  has  taken  sides,  and 
has  transformed  itself  i  -to  an  insirument  of  the  very 


conspiracy  which  created  the  Kiev  prosecution  and 
brought  the  case  into  court.  Now,  when  the  mistake-- 
and  the  lack  of  foresight  of  the  authors  of  the  case- 
have  become  widely  known,  the  Reactionaries  are 
indignant  that  the  trial  is  taking  place  with  open 
doors,  and  they  are  right  from  their  point  of  view. 
But,  gentlemen,  the  "-hame  and  the  disgrace  of  that 
trial  cannot  be  hidden  behind  closed  dooi  ^  " 
The  Men  Behind,  the  Scenes. 

Continuing,  the  speaker  declared  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  touch  upon  the  trial  itself,  which  it  was  not 
for  the  Duma  to  discuss.  But  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  Russian  public  opinion  was  entitled  to 
express  itself,  and  had  a  right  to  expect  that  its 
representatives  should  express  themselves  from  the 
Duma  tribune,  on  a  question  which  was  agitating  the 
whole  of  Russia,  and  which  was  not  confined  to 
the  proceedings  in  the  Kiev  court.  It  was  sufficient 
for  them  to  know  what  had  taken  place  before  the 
opening  of  the  trial  in  order  to  form  an  opinion  on 
the  part  played  by  the  Censorship  department,  which 
had  acted  hand  in  hand  with  the  authors  and 
originators  of  the  trial.  Whpre  were  they  to  look  for 
that  company  of  men  who  stood  behind  the  scenes 
and  pulled  the  strings  ?  They  were  perfectly  well 
known  to  the  Duma.  They  were  the  members  of 
the  "Double-headed  Eagle"  organisation  and  the 
authors  of  the  pogrom  proclamations  ;  the  student 
Golubeff ,  who  had  learnt  all  about  "  ritual  murders  '' 
from  the  blackmailing  pamphlets  of  Lutostanskv  ; 
the  ruined  usurer  Rozmitalsky. 

He  considered  it  to  be  a  matter  of  urgency  that 
the  Duma  should  show  what  it  thought  of  this  dis- 
reputable gang,  who  were  disgracing  the  whole  of 
Russia.  The  Duma  would  see  that  private  persons 
who  called  themselves  Monarchists  were  terrorising 
the  public  authorities,  the  police,  the  Judiciary,  and 
the  Censorship  Department,  which  was  so  unevenly 
distributing  its  prosecutions  and  penalties,  vainly 
imagining  that  its  purpose  could  be  attained  in  that 
way.  For  some  reason  everybody  was  afraid  of 
these  small  men,  and  everybody  blindly  followed  in 
the  path  indicated  by  them.  They  knew  why  that 
was  so.  To  deviate  from  that  path  meant  risking 
one's  position  in  the  service  ;  it  meant  risking  prose- 
cution and  dismissal.  On  the  other  hand,  when  an 
official  had  grasped  what  he  was  required  to  do  he 
was  safe  from  prosecution,  even  when  guilty  of  crime 
on  his  own  confession.  The  members  of  the  Right 
had  all  admired  the  close  and  friendly  union  that  had 
been  established  by  the  professional  thieves  and 
robbers,  burglars,  and  ajriateur  directors  of  san- 
guinary operations  w1Hl'"o?pHty  Zamyslovskv.  This 
was  a  case  of  mutual  security.  Men  like  Golubeff, 
Rozmitalsky,  and  even  Tchaplinsky  and  Zamys- 
lovsky  did  not  rely  on  their  own  forces,  but  upon 
the  strength  of  those  whom  they  served. 

Russia's  Shame 
"The  true  Russian  patriots,"  said  Professor 
Miliukoff  in  conclusion,  "  naturally  experience  once 
more  a  sense  of  disgrace,  of  burning  shame,  when 
they  are  compelled  to  share  the  responsibility  before 
the  civilised  world  for  all  this  foolishness,  ignorance, 
and  moral  colour-blindness  which  are  reflected  in 
1  his  trial  as  in  a  drop  of  water,  and  by  which  Russia 
is  governed. 

"  It  is  time  to  say  resolutely — and  this  is  my  reason 
for  the  motion  of  urgency — that  we  do  not  wish  to 
bear  this  responsibility.  We  do  not  desire  that 
these  people  should  humiliate  Russia — that  Russia 
which  has  given  to  the  civilised  world  a  Turgeneff, 
a  Dostoyevsky,  and  a  Tolstoy.  We  want  Russia  to  be 
governed  by  men  who  are  above  the  suspicion  of 
being  in  alliance  with  pogrom-makers  and  assassins. 
(Prolonged  applause  from  the  Left.) 

"  We  want  the  mind  and  will  of  Russia  to  be  on  a 
level  with  her  educated  public  opinion,  instead  of 
descending  to  the  depths  denoted  by  some  of  the 
names  I  have  mentioned.  We  want  that  mind  and 
will  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  masses,  instead  of  the 
interests  of  those  circles  and  cliques  which  can  find 
no  other  means  of  self-defence  than  these  corrupt 
dregs  of  the  population."  (Loud  cheers  from  the 
Left.) 

M.  Purishkevitch  (Extreme  Right)  warned  the 
Octobrists  not  to  follow  in  the  track  of  the  Cadets. 

Count  Bennigsen,  on  behalf  of  the  Octobrists, 
advocated  urgency  for  the  interpellation,  without 
associating  himself  either  with  Professor  Miliukoff s 
indirect  excursion  into  the  Beilis  case,  or  with  the 
conduct  of  M.  Purishkevitch,  who  treated  the  sub- 
ject as  if  it  were  a  direct  interpellation  on  the  Beilis 
case. 

The  motion  for  urgency  was  passed  by  a  large 
majority  against,  the  votes  of  a  few  Right  and  three 
Octobrist  deputies. 

The  subject-matter  of  the  interpellation  was  then 
admitted  by  149  votes  to  106. 

Up  to  October  29th,  the  number  of  newspapers 
fined  for  publishing  various  items  in  connection  with 
the  Beilis  case  was  thirty-five,  and  the  total  amount 
of  the  lines  was  10,550  roubles.  During  the  same 
period  twenty-four  newspapers  and  four  pamphlets 
were  confiscated,  two  newspapers  were  suppressed, 
and  four  editors  were  sent  to  prison. 


BEILIS    ON  TRIAL 

The  Case  Discussed  in  the  Duma  Lobbies. 


M.  Nicholas  Antonoff,  the  Octobrist  leader  in  the 
Duma,  on  being  interviewed  on  the  Beilis  case,  stated 
that  he  had  no  reason  whatever  for  admitting  the 
existence  of  "  ritual  murders." 

"  Not  a  single  case  tried  in  our  courts,"  he  said, 
"  neither  that  of  Wilna,  Lutzen,  or  Tiflis,  has  con- 
firmed the  accusation.  And  when  one  considers  the 
unfriendliness  towards  Jews  or  direct  anti-Semitism 
that  prevails  in  those  classes  from  which  the  juries 
for  such  cases  are  drawn,  it  must  be  recognised  that 
no  serious  proofs  have  ever  been  brought  to  sub- 
stantiate the  charge." 

M.  Antonoff  has  exercised  judicial  functions  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  was  formerly  head  of  the 
First  Criminal  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Justice. 

"  Black   Hundred "  Havings. 

There  is  evidently  no  extremity  to  which  the 
'  Black  Hundred  "  Press  will  not  go  in  its  campaign 
of  slander  against  the  Jews.  The  Russkoe  Znamya, 
the  original  organ  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People, 
assures  its  readers  that,  owing  to  the  connivance  of 
the  Emperor  Francis  Joseph,  the  Jews  in  Austria 
virtually  enjoy  the  legal  ritjht  of  using  Christian 
blood.  One  passage  in  this  irresponsible  paper 
runs  : — 

"  The  recent  revelations  made  in  the  Right  Pres; 
in  connection  with  the  tactics  of  the  counsel  for 
Beilis  and  the  clamour  raised  by  the  Left  Press 
prove  conclusively  that  the  task  undertaken  by  the 
Jews  consists  in  obtaining  the  same  licence  as  they 
have  already  secured  in  Austria-Hungary,  where  the 
ferocious  acts  of  the  Jewish  ritual  are  never  prose- 
cuted, since  the  use  of  Christian  blood  by  Jews  has 
become  practically  legilised  in  that  country." 

M.  Krupensky's  Sympathy. 

In  view  of  the  attacks  made  upon  the  editor  of  the 
Kievlamn  by  such  papers  as  the  Russkoe  Znamya. 
the  Zemschina,  and  the  Novoe  Vremya,  Deputy  Paul 
Krupensky,  the  leader  of  the  Conservative  Centre- 
group  in  the  Duma,  has  considered  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  telegraph  an  expression  of  sympathy  to  M. 
Shulguin,  although  he  does  not  agree  with  the  latter 
as  to  the  opportuneness  of  so  outspoken  an  interven- 
tion during  the  trial. 

When  interviewed  in  the  Duma  lobby  on  the 
subject,  M.  Krupensky  remarked  : — 

"  It  is  said  that  in  the  provinces  Governors  eat 
children  alive.  But  supposing  such  a  rumour  to  be 
true,  it  would  have  to  be  proved,  and  the  same  thing 
applies  here.  I  do  not  believe  in  ritual  murders.  If 
they  do  exist,  they  have  to  be  proved  :  but,  going  bv 
the  experience  of  the  past,  I  do  not  know  of  any 
case  which  could  be  referred  to  as  a  fact,  and  not  as 
a  fancy.  As  for  Zamyslovsky,  he  is  playing  in  the 
Kiev  court  exactly  the  same  part  as  he  plays  in  the 
Duma." 

Pogrom  v.  Revolution. 

Ex-Governor  Khvostoff,  the  leader  of  the  Right  in 
the  Duma,  declared  in  the  lobby  the  other  day  that 
he  had  no  doubt  as  to  the  ritual  character  of  the 
murder  of  Yuschinsky.  At  the  same  time  he  con- 
sidered the  Beilis  case  to  be  an  excellent  anti-revolu- 
tionary remedy,  as  for  a  number  of  years  to  come 
any  revolutionary  attempt  would  be  followed,  as  a 
consequence  of  that  case,  by  a  pogrom  against  the 
Jews. 

A  number  of  well-known  Russian  literary  men 
resident  in  St.  Petersburg  have  sent  a  telegram  of 
sympathy  to  Beilis's  counsel.  Among  the  signa- 
tories are  MM.  Ilya  Repin,  Mereschkovsky,  Tchiri- 
koff,  Sologub,  and  Kuprin. 

Another  "Ritual"  Scare. 

The  town  of  Bendery  was  excited  a  few  days  ago 
by  the  rumour  that  a  Christian  girl  had  been 
murdered  by  a  Jew.  The  four-year-old  daughter  of 
a  publican  named  Shestiluk,  being  left  unattended, 
disappeared.  It  occurred  to  her  parents  that  this 
was  a  favourable  opportunity  for  getting  rid  of  their 
trade  rival,  a  Jew  named  Taradash.  They  therefore 
announced  that  their  child  had  been  killed  for  a 
"ritual"  purpose.  A  crowd,  led  by  the  father, 
stormed  and  pillaged  the  premises  of  Taradash,  and 
only  stopped  when  the  lost  girl  suddenly  appeared  on 
the  scene. 


PLAGUE  RAVAGES. 

The  plague  is  making  unchecked  progress  in  the 
Don  province,  owing  to  the  bickerings  of  the 
various  Government  departments.  As  this  Cossack 
province  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ministry  of 
War,  the  Ministry  will  not  allow  the  extra-depart- 
mental Anti-Plague  Commission  to  operate  within 
its  boundaries,  and  further  forbids  the  military 
surgeons  to  report  cases  of  plague  on  the  ground 
that  the  law  on  the  subject  is  only  binding  on  civil 
surgeons. 
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NOTES. 


The  Government  and  Pogroms. 

The  Government,  we  are  informed,  has  given 
warning  to  the  effect  that  no  pogroms  or  other 
anti-Jewish  excesses  will  be  permitted  as  a 
sequel  to  the  trial  of  Beilis.  That  such  an 
announcement  should  be  considered  necessary  is 
a  symptom  of  the  degradation  to  which  the 
Russian  regime  has  sunk.  So  accustomed  have 
the  pogrom-makers  become  to  the  connivance  of 
the  Government  authorities  in  their  fiendish 
work  that  when  this  passive  or  active  co-opera- 
tion is  to  be  withdrawn  official  notification  has 
to  be  given  of  the  fact.  In  spite  of  the  warning, 
however,  and  in  spite  of  the  solemn  declaration 
of  the  Black  Hundred  representatives  in  the 
Duma  that  no  violence  is  contemplated  by  their 
organisations,  the  fear  of  pogroms  is  as  insistent  as 
ever  among  the  Russian  Jews,  who  are  afraid  that 
the  repressive  force  exerted  by  the  Government 
will  not  be  powerful  enough  to  prevent  the 
threatened  outbreaks.  Meanwhile  the  Double- 
headed  Eagle  continues  to  print  articles  designed 
to  stir  up  the  passions  of  the  mob,  and  does  so 
without  the  slightest  official  hindrance.  In  one 
of  its  latest  productions  it  speaks  of  "  the  calm 
before  the  storm,"  and  the  Times'  Kiev  corre- 
spondent, in  commenting  upon  this  statement 
last  Sunday,  was  compelled  to  write  :  — 

The  Black  Hundred  organ  seems  only  too 
■  likely  to  prove  a  true  prophet.    Whatever  be  the 
verdict,  a  storm  may  burst. 

Evidently  the  Government's  admonition  has  not 
succeeded  in  dissipating  to  any  appreciable 
extent  the  black  cloud  which  hangs  over  Russian 
Jewry. 

Muzzling  the  Press. 

While  the  Black  Hundred  organs  are  allowed 
to  circulate  pogrom  incitements  to  their  hearts' 
content,  newspapers  which  venture  upon  even 
the  mildest  criticism  of  the  blood  accusation  are 
fined  and  confiscated  with  unexampled  vigour. 
In  claiming  urgency  for  the  interpellation  on 
this  sub  ject  which  the  Cadets  are  about  to  intro- 
duce into  the  Duma,  Professor  Miliukoff,  in 
one  of  the  most  effective  speeches  he  has  ever 
delivered  in  that  assembly,  took  us  behind  the 
scenes  of  the  Censorship's  activity  in  this 
matter.  In  accordance  with  the  behests  of  the 
unscrupulous  clique  by  which  the  Russian 
Administration  appears  to  oe  controlled,  it  was 
at  first  sought  to  prevent  the  Press  from  report- 
ing the  trial  at  all.  When  the  Kiev  Court  refused 
to  lend  itself  to  this  scheme  the  aid  of  the  Cen- 
sorship was  requisitioned  with  more  success,  and 
throughout  the  proceedings  a  terrorist  campaign 
has  been  waged  by  this  department,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  intimidate  the  news- 
papers from  publishing  anything  unpleasing 
to  the  prosecution.  This  campaign  has  failed  in 
so  far  as  it  has  not  intimidated  the  Press ;  but 
the  shower  of  confiscations  of  a  most  flagrantly 
illegal  character  has  had  the  effect  of  hindering 
the  spread  of  the  truth  about  the  case.  Some 


time  after  the  trial  has  been  concluded  the  con- 
fiscation orders  may  on  appeal  be  cancelled  ;  but 
meanwhile  they  have  done  their  intended  work. 
Apart  from  the  Beilis  case,  the  present  year  has 
constituted  a  record  in  the  way  of  newspaper 
persecution,  as  a  comparison  of  the  statistics  of 
fines  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1913  with  those 
for  the  corresponding  periods  of  1912  and  1911 
strikingly  prove.  The  figures  in  this  connection 
will  be  found  in  our  report  of  the  interpellation 
in  the  Duma. 

The  Octobrist  Attitude. 

It  appears  that  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Octobrist  party  disowns  the  manifesto  issued  in 
its  name  which  we  quoted  and  commented  upon 
last  week.  We  understand '  that  the  document 
in  question,  which  called  upon  the  rank-and-file 
of  the  party  to  take  energetic  measures  in  order 
to  prevent  the  "handful  of  revolutionists  "  from 
destroying  Russia,  emanated  from  the  pen  of 
Professor  Lindeman,  of  Moscow,  who  has  been 
severely  reprimanded  in  consequence.  The 
Central  Committee,  which  has  just  held  a 
meeting  in  Moscow  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  approaching  Octobrist  Conference,  is  of 
opinion  that  the  moment  is  not  opportune  for 
issuing  a  call  to  arms  to  fight  the  revolutionary 
elements,  since  the  struggle  that  lies  before  the 
Russian  people  must  be  directed  against  the 
ruling  forces  of  reaction.  On  the  other  side, 
the  Central  Committee  gives  its  unqualified 
approval  to  the  recent  outspoken  declarations  of 
M.  Gutchkoff  at  the  Municipal  Workers'  Con- 
gress. Wre  are  glad  to  find  that  the  docu- 
ment we  quoted  last  week  does  not  represent  the 
official  Octobiast  attitude,  and  that  the  main 
feature  of  the  party  programme  is  a  campaign 
against  the  existing  regime  ;  and  we  sincerely 
trust  that  this  will  not  remain  merely  a  paper 
policy,  after  the  example  of  previous  Octobrist 
manifestations  of  the  sara-  kind,  but  will  b.<? 
energetically  pursued  both  in  the  Duma  and  in 
the  country.  Holding  as  they  do  the  balance  of 
power  between  the  Right  and  the  Left  in  the  Duma, 
the  Octobrists  have  a  heavy  responsibility,  and 
if  Russia's  political  and  social  regeneration  is  to 
be  effected  on  Constitutional  lines  they  must 
make  up  their  minds  to  act  fearlessly,  decisirely, 
and  consistently. 


Disillusioned. 

What  may  be  accepted  as  an.  earnest  of  the 
new  Octobrist  attitude  was  given  at  the  banquet 
held  in  St.  Petersburg  a  few  days  ago  to  cele- 
brate the  eighth  anniversary  of  the  October 
Manifesto.  In  the  past  the  members  of  the 
party  have  not  been  addicted  to  despondency  and 
searchings  of  the  soul ;  one  has  too  often  been 
irritated  by  their  air  of  satisfaction  and  smug 
complacency.  On  this  occasion,  however,  most 
of  the  speakers  gave  voice  to  a  discontent  which 
can  only  be  regarded  as  a  healthy  sign  of  repent- 
ance and  of  a  new  determination.  It  may  be 
that  the  Octobrist  leaders  honestly  thought 
that  by  co-operating  with  the  Government  they 
could  best  advance  the  cause  of  the  Constitution. 
If  so,  however  (and  we  do  not  advance  it  as  our 
own  theory),  they  have  now  been  very  effectively 
disillusioned.  M.  Gutchkoff  can  see  "  no  glimmer 
of  light  "  for  the  future  ;  and  M.  Tchistyakoff 
enlarged  with  bitterness  upon  the  Government's 
neglect  of  public  opinion  and  of  the  Duma. 
The  most  hopeful  note  in  the  proceedings,  how- 
ever, was  struck  when  the  latter  speaker  declared 
that  "  the  time  for  political  compromises  and 
concessions  is  past,"  and  advised  those  who  dis- 
agreed with  this  sentiment  to  leave  the  party 
camp.  If  these  words  signify  anything  at  all, 
they  mean  that  the  Octobrist  leaders  are  deter- 
mined to  have  no  more  ti-uck  with  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  in  the  Duma  they  will  henceforth 
constitute  an  Opposition  party.  Ma}'  it  so 
prove. 


THE    "NOVOE    VREMYA "  AND 
1  DARKEST  RUSSIA." 


A  Flattering  Communication. 


The  Novoe  Vrcmya  of  October  29th  contains  the 
following  telegram  from  London  : — 

"  English  public  opinion  is  taking  an  even 
greater  interest  in  the  Beilis  case.  The  Jews 
Lord  Rothschild  and  the  editor  Lucien  Wolf 
are  conducting  a  Russophobe  campaign,  and 
have  already  influenced  many  Members  of 
Parliament.  Your  correspondent  has  learned 
from  a  person  in  close  touch  with  the  Premier 
that  several  hundred  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  are  subscribers  to  Wolf's  Jewish 
journal  Darkest  Russia.  Unfortunately, 
nothing  has  been  done  so  far  to  counteract  this 
Jewish  campaign  of  incitement  and  the  circula- 
tion of  false  and  invented  news. 

"  The  newspapers  report  a  correspondence 
between  Lord  Rothschild  and  the  Papal  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Cardinal  Merry  del  Val,  on  ritual 
murders.  The  co-operation  given  by  the  Vatican 
to  the  Jewish  intrigues  is  very  characteristic.  A 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop  in  Scotland  has  even 
sent  large  sums  to  the  Jews  for  spreading  the 
agitation." 

This  priceless  contribution  to  current  history,  which 
is  far  too  flattering  to  permit  of  any  contradiction 
from  us,  is  on  a  par  with  many  of  the  bombshells 
showered  by  the  Novoe  Vremyds  London  correspon- 
dent upon  the  Russian  Press,  to  its  unfailing  joy. 
Some  years  ago,  it  may  be  remembered,  M.  de 
Wesselitsky,  while  in  Berlin,  announced  the  death  of 
Abdul  Hamid.  After  all,  it  was  only  an  intelligent 
anticipation  of  an  event  which  is  likely  to  occur  some 
day,  but  the  Bei  lin  authorities  did  not  see  it  in  this 
light,  and  requested  the  too  imaginative  correspon- 
dent to  leave  the  country.  Still  fresher  in  our 
memory  is  the  same  gentleman's  telegram  to  Russia 
announcing  that  the  entire  Press  of  the  United  King- 
dom was  controlled  by  a  Jesuit  syndicate  operating 
in  South  Wales,  which  achieved  its  purpose  by  way- 
laying or  bribing  newspaper  messenger-boys  and 
replacing  the  contents  of  their  wallets  by  articles  of 
their  own  manufacture. 

We  shall  watch  M.  de  Wesselitsky's  further  contri- 
butions to  the  Russian  Press  with  unremitting 
interest. 


MOTION   IN   THE    U.S.  SENATE. 

American  Government  Called  Upon  to 
Protest  Against  the  Beilis  Trial. 

On  October  22nd  a  resolution  condemning  the 
Russian  Government  for  prosecuting  Beilis  on  a 
charge  of  "ritual  murder"  was  introduced  into  the 
United  States  Senate.  The  preamble  and  resolution, 
which  were  proposed  by  Senator  J.  Hamilton  Lewis, 
of  Chicago,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  were  as  follows  : 

"W7hereas  the  public  Press  reports  that  the 
Government  of  the  Empire  of  Russia  is  now 
engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  a  Jewish  labourer, 
Mendel  Beilis,  upon  the  charge  of  having 
murdered  a  Christian  boy  for  the  purpose  of 
using  Christian  blood  for  religious  purposes  ; 

"  Whereas  there  appears  absolutely  nothing  in 
the  Jewish  religion  or  doctrine  requiring  such  a 
practice ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  use  of  blood 
in  any  manner  is  absolutely  prohibited  by  the 
Mosaic  law,  Leviticus  xvii.  10  ; 

"  Whereas  eminent  divines  and  scholars  of  all 
religions  and  denominations  have  testified  to  the 
falsitv  of  the  accusation  that  the  Jewish  religion 
requires  the  use  or  the  sacrifice  of  human  blood  ; 

"Whereas  the  constant  and  relentless  persecu- 
tion of  the  Jews  of  Russia  is  bringing  to  our 
shores  thousands  of  Russian  Jewish  refugees, 
who  must  be  taken  care  of,  and  the  United 
States  Government  is  therefore  directly  interested 
in  this  matter ; 

"  Whereas  the  Beilis  trial  is  calculated  to 
incite  the  ignorant  people  in  Russia  to  commit 
outrages  against  Jewish  people,  and  as  a  result  of 
such  fear  the  Jewish  immigration  to  the  United 
States  since  the  commencement  of  the  Beilis 
trial  has  already  increased  ;  therefore  be  it 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  looks  with 
disfavour  upon  the  prosecution  of  the  Beilis  case, 
and  that  the  proper  officers  of  the  Government 
be  directed  to  use  the  good  offices  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  with  the  Government  of 
Russia  to  the  end  that  the  unjust  ritual  charges 
against  the  Jewish  people  at  large,  and  Mendel 
Beilis  in  particular,  be  withdrawn,  and  the  Jewish 
people  receive  the  vindication  justice  requires." 
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WHAT    THE    PEOPLE  WANT. 

Prohibited  Electoral  Mandates  from  the 
Masses. 

UNPUBLISHED  DOCUMENTS. 

(I'ifth  Article.'*') 
The  electoral  mandates  emphatically  call  for  reli- 
gious and  national  liberty.  In  this  respect,  as  in 
others,  the  living  ideals  of  the  masses  deeply  differ 
from  the  policy  of  the  Government,  which  is  imbued 
throughout  with  the  spirit  of  religious  and  national 
oppression. 

Perhaps  in  no  other  country  is  the  Church  in 
greater  subjection  to  the  State  than  in  Russia,  where 
the  clergy  have  become  the  administrative  and  police 
agents  of  the  Autocracy.  The  mandates  demand 
the  separation  of  the  Church  from  the  State,  com- 
plete religious  toleration,  and  the  autonomy  of  the 
various  denominations.  The  mandate  of  the  Mussul- 
man inhabitants  of  the  town  'of  Petropavlovsk 
demands  that  "  the  ordinances  of  the  Shariat,  which 
regulate  the  entire  religious,  political,  civil,  and 
domestic  life  of  the  Mussulmans,  shall  be  secure 
from  violation  by  the  Government.  This  demand  is 
not  only  printed  in  ink  on  paper,  but  is  also  written 
in  the  hearts  of  our  deputies." 

The  Church  Lands. 

The  Orthodox  Church  in  Russia  is  a  large  land- 
owner, and  employs  its  landed  wealth  for  the  exploita- 
tion of  the  people.  Taking  advantage  of  the  peasants' 
lack  of  land,  the  churches  and  convents  compel 
them  to  rent  their  plots  on  very  high  terms.  It  is  not 
surprising,  therefore,  that  one  frequently  finds 
expressed  in  the  mandates  a  desire  for  the  confisca- 
tion of  the  landed  property  held  by  the  Orthodox 
Church,  and  for  its  transfer  to  the  peasants  for 
cultivation. 

As  to  the  national  question,  not  a  single  note  of 
Chauvinism  is  to  be  met  with  in  any  of  the  mandates. 
Full  equality  of  rights  for  all  the  nations  inhabiting 
Russia  and  complete  liberty  for  development — such 
is  the  standpoint  of  the  democratic  masses  on  the 
question.  Some  of  the  mandates  even  go  so  far  as 
to  advocate  the  federative  principle. 

"  We  demand,"  runs  a  mandate  from  the  Turgay 
province,  "  the  autonomy  of  the  provinces  and  com- 
munities, both  urban  and  rural  ;  the  widest  possible 
application  of  federative  principles  in  the  relations 
between  the  various  nationalities  ;  and  the  recog- 
nition of  their  absolute  right  to  self-organisation  and 
proportional  representation." 

Against  Anti-Semitism. 

The  mandates  reflect  in  striking  fashion  the  hostile 
attitude  of  the  Russian  democracy  towards  the 
Government's  anti-Semitic  policy.  The  workmen  of 
the  Vladimir  government  demand  "  the  committal 
for  trial  of  all  the  pogrom  executioners  and  their 
expulsion  from  the  Duma.':  The  reference  here  is 
to  MM.  Krushevan  and  Purishkevitch.  Both  these 
deputies  had  engaged  in  pogrom  agitation,  while  the 
late  M.  Krushevan  organised  the  Kishineff  pogrom. 
In  demanding  their  expulsion  the  workmen  desired 
to  show  that  they  regarded  their  very  presence  in 
the  Duma  as  an  insult  to  popular  representation. 

Another  illustration  of  the  extreme  aversion  of 
democratic  Russia  from  the  pogrom  campaign  and 
its  authors  may  be  found  in  the  following  congratu- 
latory mandate  sent  to  the  Duma  by  the  Peasants' 
Assembly  of  Pokrovskaya,  in  the  government  of 
Samara : — 

"  We  greet  the  members  of  the  Duma  and  wish 
them  to  carry  out  our  mandates.  Our  greetings  do 
not  extend,  however,  to  Krushevan  and  his  like, 
since  the  free  sons  of  the  Volga  can  have  no  sym- 
pathy with  those  who  extinguish  the  light  and  the 
truth." 

One  of  the  Government's  favourite  assertions  is 
that  the  Russian  revolution  was  "  created  by  the 
Jew*."  A  most  interesting  answer  to  this  is  to  be 
found  in  the  mandate  of  the  workmen  of  Albertin,  in 
the  government  of  Grodno. 

'The  Right  parties,"  they  declare,  "pretend  that 
it  i->  the  Jewish  speakers  who  imbue  the  people  with 
sedition.  Put  as  a  matter  of  fact  we  have  several 
speakers  whom  tlx;  Government  itself  has  created, 
and  we  can  give  you  their  names  :— (i)  Hunger  and 
cold,  which  are  caused  by  the  Government;  (2) 
heavy  taxes  imposed  by  the  Government  on  the 
necessities  of  life  of  the  labourers  and  peasants,  while 
alleviations  are  granted  to  the  squires  and  manu- 
facturers." 

Liberty   of  Education. 

While  protesting  against  "  hunger  and  cold  " — that 
is  to  say,  against  the  oppressive  conditions  of  their 
material  existence— the  people  of  Russia  protest  no 
ItK  energetically  against  the  restrictions  placed  upon 
their  spiritual  development.     Complete  liberty  of 

*  1'rcviou*  article*  of  this  wies  appeared  on  September  24th, 
October  i»t,  October  15th,  and  October  zoth 
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education  is  the  watchword  of  many  of  the  mandates, 
as  the  following  extracts  prove  : — 

"  In  order  to  control  and  to  squander  with 
impunity  the  money  of  the  people,  the  Govern- 
ment has  to  keep  the  latter  in  ignorance  and  dark- 
ness, depriving  it  systematically  of  education  and 
placing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  obtaining  it.  The 
Government  schools,  beginning  with  the  parish 
schools,  aim  at  killing  all  aspirations  to  light  and 
liberty." 

"  The  school  should  be  free,  and  complete  liberty 
should  be  allowed  both  to  private  and  public  initia- 
tive in  the  matter  of  opening  and  organising 
schools." 

"We  want  our  children  to  obtain  a  real  educa- 
tion." 

"  No  more  darkness  and  ignorance  !  .  .  .  We 
want  our  children  to  be  given  a  genuine  and  pro- 
fessional education." 

Political  Emancipation. 

The  Russian  democracy  is  perfectly  aware  that 
the  development  of  education  and  public  conscious- 
ness require  a  radical  change  of  the  political  regime. 
"  At  present,"  declare  the  peasants  and  burghers  of 
the  Odessa  district,  "  we  do  not  know  whether  the 
taxes  are  collected  from  us  properly,  or  how  they 
are  spent,  or  whether  any  Government  measure  is  to 
the  interest  of  the  people  or  to  its  detriment.  We 
have  to  learn  a  good  deal,  and  we  want  to  be  free  to 
learn  it." 

The  demand  for  complete  political  liberty  and  for 
the  democratisation  of  the  State  system  is  to  be  met 
with  in  all  the  mandates.  "  It  is  time  to  put  an  end 
to  rightlessness,  and  to  unfetter  our  hands,  for 
we  have  outgrown  our  swaddling-clothes,  and  we 
require  no  nurse,"  runs  a  mandate  from  the  hands  of 
the  Vurevsky  works,  Altchevskaya. 

The  electors  of  the  government  of  Kostroma 
instruct  their  deputy  to  endeavour  to  secure  the 
establishment  of  liberty  of  speech,  of  the  Press,  of 
meetings,  and  of  unions,  as  well  the  inviolability  of 
person,  home,  and  correspondence.  "  Without  such 
liberties,"  they  write,  "  we  shall  never  manage  to 
obtain  an  alleviation  of  our  hard  lot." 

The  October  Manifesto. 

In  a  large  number  of  mandates  we  find  a  demand 
for  the  restoration  and  realisation  of  the  Manifesto  of 
October  30th.  Altogether,  the  Manifesto  of  October 
30th,  1905,  which  promised  the  establishment  of 
Constitutional  guarantees,  is  not  regarded  by  the 
electors  as  a  voluntary  concession  on  the  part  of  the 
Autocracy,  but  as  victorious  achievement  of 
the  people  itself  : — 

"  We  demand  the  promulgation  of  a  law  guaran- 
teeing all  the  civic  rights  and  liberties  won  by  the 
people's  victory  on  October  30th  ':  (mandate  from 
the  Byelozersk  district  of  the  government  of 
Novgorod). 

"  The  proletariat  will  fight  with  determination 
against  any  attempt  to  restrict  the  scope  of  political 
liberty  "  (mandate  of  the  Archangel  workmen). 

G.  Alexinsky. 

(To  be  concluded.) 


RUSSIA   AND    THE  U.S.A. 


The  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry  has  held  a 
secret  sitting  for  the  purpose  of  devising  steps  to 
counteract  the  consequences  of  the  new  United  States 
tariff,  which  are  disadvantageous  to  Russia.  Owing  to 
the  termination  of  the  Russo- American  Treaty  of 
Commerce,  Russia  is  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the 
most-favoured- nation  clause,  with  the  result  that 
goods  carried  by  Russian  ships  are  subject  to  a  supple- 
mentary ad  valorem  duty  of  5  per  cent.  The  new 
American  tariff  is  considered  to  be  directed  against 
Russian  interests,  and  in  Government  circles  the 
opinion  is  held  that  Russia  should  indulge  in 
reprisals.  


THE    GEORGIAN  CHURCH. 


Bishop  Alexis,  of  Tobolsk,  Siberia,  has  been 
appointed  Kxarch  of  the  Church  of  Georgia. 

According  to  its  statutes  and  privileges  the 
Georgian  clergy  constitute  an  autocephalous  Church, 
not  subject  to  any  other  ecclesiastical  authority.  The 
constitutional  Kxarch  of  the  Georgian  Church  is, 
however,  kept  in  captivity,  while  his  office  is  disposed 
of  by  the  Synod  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church 
and  entrusted  to  prelates  who  arc  utter  strangers 
both  to  the  Church  and  the  country  of  Georgia. 


The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  has  issued  an  order 
forbidding  the  sale  of  gramophone  records  which 
reproduce  the  sermons  of  Sectarian  preachers. 

The  Ministry  of  Education,  acting  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  M.  Scherbakoff,  the  Curator  of  the  Riga 
Schools  District,  is  about  to  prohibit  the  use  of  the 
native  Pettish  language  as  a  medium  of  instruction 
in  the  primary  schools  of  the  Hal' ic  provinces. 
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FINNISH    OFFICIALS    IN  PRISON. 

Acute  Sufferings  in  a  St.  Petersburg 
Gaol. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

Hei.sin-i.kors,  October  29th. 

A  newspaper  in  Viborg  has  published  extracts  from 
a  letter  from  one  of  the  Finnish  officials  imprisoned 
in  St.  Petersburg.  He  writes  that  his  cell  damp, 
dark,  and  full  of  dirt,  and  that  vermin  creep  along 
the  walls.  He  has  not  even  been  given  the  articles 
of  apparel  which  he  brought  with  him  to  the  prison, 
so  that  for  three  weeks  he  has  not  had  a  change  of 
underclothing.  The  brutality  of  his  warder-,  knows 
no  limits.  For  long  periods  he  has  been  left  without 
any  nourishment,  and  he  has  even  had  to  endure 
assault  on  the  part  of  the  warders.  For  highly-educated 
Finnish  gentlemen  such  sufferings  are  intolerable, 
and  their  position  is  rendered  worse  owing  to  their 
ignorance  of  the  Russian  language.  One  of  their 
greatest  hardships  is  that  they  cannot  take  a  bath, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  prison  bath  is  not  only  a 
very  primitive  arrangement,  but  is  also  filthy. 

Hitherto  the  Finnish  prisoners  have  been  per- 
mitted to  take  a  walk  twice  a  day,  to  order  better 
food  once  a  week,  to  pass  their  time  in  reading,  to 
receive  visits  from  their  relatives  once  a  week,  and 
to  attend  Lutheran  Divine  service  every  third  Sunday  ; 
but  now  restrictions  are  to  be  made  even  in  these 
respects.  The  most  bitter  enemv  of  '■"inland,  Gover- 
nor-General Franz  Seyn,  finds  that  the  Finnish 
officials  are  enjoying  too  good  a  time  in  the  Russian 
prisons,  and  has  therefore  requested  the  Russian 
prison  authorities  to  treat  them  with  greater  severity. 
This  is  nothing  but  political  persecution  of  the  lowest 

type- 
it  would  be  well  if  public  opinion  throughout  the 
civilised  world  were  to  raise  its  voice  in  protest 
against  this  fresh  outrage  upon  Finnish  judges  and 
officials,  whose  only  crime  is  that  they  have  followed 
the  laws  they  have  sworn  to  obey. 

Last  week  Judge  Birsman,  of  the  Viborg  Appeal 
Court,  who  has  been  lying  ill  here,  was  arrested  in 
the  streets  of  Helsingfors  and  conveyed  to  the  police- 
station  preparatory  to  being  transported  to  St.  Peters- 
burg for  imprisonment.  He  was  not  even  allowed  to 
return  home  to  take  leave  of  his  aged  mother. 

The  Governor-General  has  instituted  proceedings 
against  three  of  the  leading  newspapers  of  Helsing- 
fors for  exhorting  Finnish  officials  to  disobey  the 
Russian-made  Equality  Law. 


SPEECHES    IN   THE  DUMA. 


The  responsible  editor  of  the  Dziennik  Petersburski, 
a  Polish  paper  published  in  St.  Petersburg,  has  been 
sentenced  by  the  High  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  to  a 
year's  imprisonment  in  a  fortress  for  having  pub- 
lished a  speech  delivered  in  the  Duma  by  M. 
Roditcheff,  the  Cadet  leader,  including  words  which 
the  President  ot  the  Duma  had  struck  out  of  the 
official  stenographic  report. 

It  is  reported  that  M.  Nicholas  Maklakoff,  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  is  about  to  appoint  a  special 
official  who  will  be  intrusted  with  the  censorship  of 
deputies'  speeches. 


PRIESTS    AND  POLITICS. 


The  disreputable  "  holy  man "  from  Siberia, 
Gregory  Rasputin,  who  had  to  leave  St.  Petersburg 
last  year  in  consequence  of  the  grave  scandals  to 
which  his  activity  had  given  rise,  has  taken  part,  as  a 
visitor,  in  a  consultation  of  the  clerical  deputies  of 
the  Right. 

He  expressed  the  view  that  the  clerical  deputies 
could  achieve  a  great  deal  in  the  Duma  if  they  would 
only  pursue  there  a  single  puipose — the  defence  of 
ecclesiastical  interests.  In  the  sphere  of  general 
politics,  he  said,  they  must  declare  themselves  to  be 
strictly  a  Government  party,  and  only  come  forward 
when  the  Government  considered  their  intervention 
useful.  For  the  rest  the  political  work  of  the  priests 
should  be  confined  to  agitation  in  the  villages  by  the 
circulation  of  pamphlets. 


The  Council  of  Ministers  is  to  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  placing  restrictions  on  the  rights  of  the 
Jewish  members  of  the  Warsaw  City  Credit  Society, 
following  the  example  already  set  at  Odessa,  where 
a  10  per  cent,  limit  has  been  placed  on  the  member- 
ship of  |ews  in  such  societies. 

The  Octobrist  Conference  will  be  held  in  St. 
Petersburg  on  November  20th  and  the  three  following 
days,  and  will  be  attended  by  over  200  delegates.  The 
proceedings  will  be  inaugurated  by  M.  Alexander 
Gutchkoff,  and  the  first  day  will  be  taken  up  with 
a  discussion  of  the  conditions  necessary  for  the 
realisation  of  the  October  Manifesto. 
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THE    BEILIS  VERDICT. 


Further  and  closer  consideration  of  the  jury's 
verdict  in  the  Beilis  case  leaves  us  convinced 
that  the  views  we  expressed  last  week  are  reason- 
able and  correct.  They  are  not,  we  are  aware, 
in  accord  with  an  opinion  which  has  been  widely 
adopted  both  in  the  British  Press  and  elsewhere  : 
that  the  verdict,  while  acquitting  Beilis,  con- 
demns Jewry  ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  it  is  vir- 
tually a  verdict  of  "  ritual  murder "  against 
persons  unknown.  "We  think,  however,  that  a 
logical  examination  of  the  questions  put  to  the 
jury  and  of  the  answers  returned  will  serve  to 
remove  this  pessimistic  interpretation,  which  was 
placed  upon  the  verdict  at  a  time  when  only  a 
rough  summary  of  its  scope  was  available.  We 
have  therefore  obtained  the  full  text  of  the  ques- 
tions in  their  final  form,  which  will  be  found 
reproduced  in  another  column. 

In  the  first  question  the  jury  were  asked  whether 
the  crime  was  actually  committed  in  the  place 
and  manner  described  in  the  indictment — namely, 
on  the  premises  of  the  Zaitseff  brickworks,  and 
with  the  accompaniment  of  a  certain  number 
and  variety  of  wounds,  prolonged  suffering,  and 
the  efflux  of  a  specific  quantity  of  blood.  The 
wording  of  this  question,  it  should  be  noted,  is 
practically  identical  with  the  wording  of  that 
part  of  the  indictment  in  which  the  alleged  scene 
of  the  crime  and  appearance  of  the  corpse  are  set 
forth,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  not  right  to  lay 
especial  stress  upon  the  fact  that  the  Jewish 
ownership  of  the,  brickworks,  or  the  proximity 
of  the  scene  of  the  murder  to  a  Jewish  hospital, 
was  mentioned.  The  question  was  framed  with 
the  minuteness  beloved  of  the  legal  mind,  and 
the  references  to  the  ownership  and  character 
of  the  place,  we  are  entitled  to  assume,  were  made 
for  the  purpose  of  particularity  rather  than  of 
insinuation.  Further  ,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the  question  was  not  of  the  jury's  own 
framing ;  they  had  to  take  it  as  they  found  it, 
and  they  were  only  allowed  to  give  a  plain  "  Yes  " 
or  "  No '"  in  answer.  Now  what  reply  could  a 
jury  composed  mainly  of  ignorant  peasants  be 
expected  to  give  to  such  a  question  ?  Were  they 
qualified  to  judge  between  the  intricate  deposi- 
tions of  the  medical  experts,  and  say  whether 
the  wounds  were  inflicted  in  such  an  order  as  to 
cause  "  prolonged  suffering  "  or  whether  uncon- 
sciousness followed  the  initial  blow,  whether 
"  five  glasses  "  of  blood  flowed  from  the  body  or 
a  lesser  quantity,  whether  certain  veins  were 
opened  or  not,  and  so  forth  ?  In  the  comatose 
condition  to  which  we  are  told  they  were  reduced 
towards  the  end  of  the  trial  they  probably 
regarded  this  question  as  merely  an  invitation  to 
declare  whether  a  savage  murder  had  actually 
been  committed,  and,  even  if  they  had  been 
capable  of  criticising  the  post-mortem  reports 
and  the  inferences  drawn  therefrom  (as  they 
have  been  criticised  by  the  most  distinguished 
foreign  experts ),  they  could  hardly  have  nega- 
tived the  whole  question  on  the  ground  that  they 
believed  the  crime  to  have  been  in  part  inaccu- 
rately described.  To  have  answered  "  No  "  to 
this  question  would  have  been  equivalent — in 
their  minds  at  least — to  denying  the  general  fact 
of  the  murder. 

The  second  question  was  whether  Beilis,  in 
concert  with  certain  unknown  accomplices,  was 


responsible  for  the  murder,  and  whether  it  was 
committed  from  motives  of  religious  fanati- 
cism. Here  and  here  only  we  have  mention  of 
the  ritual "  theory,  and  in  this  case  the 
answer  was  "  No."  We  may  not  agree  with  the 
Retch  in  accepting  this  part  of  the  verdict  as 
an  explicit  refutation  of  the  blood  accusation 
in  general ;  but  to  our  mind  it  at  any  rate  gives 
the  coup  de  grace  to  the  prosecution.  Why,  we 
may  ask,  were  the  questions  to  the  jury  divided 
in  this  extraordinary  man  ^er  ?  If  two  separate 
questions  were  to  be  put,  why  were  not  the  jury 
asked,  first,  if  Beilis  was  guilty,  and,  second,  if 
the  crime  was  of  a  "  ritual '.'  character  ?  Because 
the  Government  authorities  knew  that  to  prove 
ritual  murder  it  was  necessary  to  prove  Beilis 
guilty,  and  that  to  provo  Beilis  guilty  it  was 
necessary  to  prove  ritual  murder.  That  is  the 
vicious  circle  in  which  th  Ministry  of  Justice, 
in  an  endeavour  to  fulfil  the  commands  of  the 
"  Black  Hundred "  irretponsiblas,  has  been 
moving  ever  since  the  case  was  first  started, 
nearly  two  and  a  half  years  ago  ;  and  that  is  why 
the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Beilis  and  the  character 
of  the  crime  were  submitted  in  a  single  question, 
to  be  answered  by  a  simple  "Yes"  or  "No." 
They  staked  everything  on  that  one  throw, 
knowing  that  if  Beilis  wer-f  found  innocent  their 
whole  game  was  lost.  Bu  ,  realising  the  possi- 
bility of  their  defeat,  thev;;-nrpfully  and  cleverly 
prepared  for  themselves  a  disguise  and  a  retreat. 
If  Beilis  were  acquitted  it  was  hopeless  for  them 
to  submit  the  question  of  "ritual  murder'"  by 
itself ;  they  knew  that  such  a  question  could 
only  be  answered  in  the  negative — or  at  any  rate 
they  dared  not  risk  the  test.  Hence  the  artful 
wording  of  the  first  question,  which  was  designed 
in  part  no  doubt  to  whitewash  the  Tcheberyak 
gang,  but  mainly  that  they  might  be  able  to 
represent  the  verdict  as  vague  and  inconclusive  as 
to  the  character  of  the  crime.  We  observed  last 
week  that  the  anti-Semites  would  endeavour  to 
make  capital  out  of  this  part  of  the  verdict  by 
representing  it  as  the  equivalent  of  a  verdict  of 
"ritual  murder."  But  we  believe  that  the  facts 
as  we  have  stated  them  dispose  effectually  or  that 
pretension,  and  we  trust  that,  on  further  con- 
sideration, those  who  abhor  the  blood  accusation 
will  not  persist  in  regarding  the  verdict  at  Kiev 
as  tacitly  accepting  that  abominable  calumny  . 

The  great  conspiracy,  which  was  to  have  covered 
the  Jews,  and  through  them  the  cause  of  Russian 
Liberalism,  with  undying  infamy,  has  failed,  and 
failed  completely.  An  indelible  stain,  it  is  true, 
remains  from  the  trial,  but  it  has  attached  itself 
not  to  the  Jews  or  the  Liberals,  but  to  the 
Government  that  has  stooped  to  employ  so 
incredibly  foul  a  weapon.  The  attack  has 
recoiled  upon  the  heads  of  those  who  launched 
it,  and  the  Reaction  has  now  been  stripped  bare 
before  the  world,  exposed  in  all  its  unspeakable 
vileness.  It  may  safely  be  prophesied  that  there 
will  never  be  another  "  ritual  murder  "  trial  in 
Russia.  Humanity  has  stood  aghast  at  the  pro- 
ceedings at  Kiev,  and  the  prestige  of  the  Russian 
Government,  low  as  it  was  before,  has  suffered  a 
blow  from  which  it  may  never  recover.  The 
forces  of  revolt  against  the  existing  regime  have 
received  an  impetus  which  should  send  them 
forward  on  their  final  march,  and  if  this  should 
prove  so,  and  the  dawn  of  victory  is  at  hand, 
Beilis  has  not  suffered  two  years  and  more  of 
agony  in  vain. 


THE    CONSPIRACY  DISSECTED. 


Successive    Links    in    the  Blood 
Accusation  Chain. 


The  Kiev  Mysl  has  published  an  article  in  which 
the  successive  stages  of  the  blood  accusation  con- 
spiracy, which  seized  upon  Beilis  as  a  convenient 
victim  for  the  illustration  of  its  theory,  are  set  out  in 
order. 

It  has  only  just  been  disclosed  that  a  few  years  ago 
the  Council  of  the  United  Nobility,  while  preparing 
new  restrictions  for  Jews,  also  issued,  for  the  use  of 
persons  in  authority,  a  collection  of  documents  bear- 
ing on  alleged  "  ritual  murders"  in  the  past,  in  order 
to  revive  the  obsolete  blood  legend. 

When  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky  was  discovered, 
on  the  very  day  of  the  first  examination  of  the  corpse 
Dr.  Karpinsky  received  an  anonymous  letter  inform- 
ing him  of  the  "ritual"  character  of  the  murder. 
Before  the  publication  of  the  post-mortem  reports  an 
anonymous  correspondent,  signing  himself  "  A  Chris- 
tian," informed  Yuschinskv's  mother  that  her  son 
had  been  killed  for  "  ritual  "  purposes. 

At  the  funeral  of  Yu-chinsky  appeals  containing 
incitements  to  pogroms  were  scattered  about. 

At  the  very  outset  of  the  inquiry,  on  May  12th, 
1911,  the  Right  introduced  an  interpellation  into  the 
Duma,  declaring  the  crime  perpetrated  at  Kiev  to 
have  been  a  "  ritual  "  murder.  At  the  same  time  a 
Kiev  correspondent  signing  himself  "  Zaporojetz " 
started  an  agitation  in  the  columns  of  the  Novoe 
Vremya  against  the  steps  taken  by  the  police  for  the 
detection  of  the  murderers,  and  insisted  on  the 
"  ritual  "  nature  of  the  crime 

As  soon  as  the  inquiry  was  led  in  the  direction  of 
the  Tcheberyak  gang,  the  alarmed  Right  piesented, 
on  November  20th,  1911,  a  new  interpellation, 
charging  the  Kiev  police  with  endeavouring  to  divert 
suspicion  from  the  Jews,  and  Deputy  Zamyslovsky 
demanded  that  the  inquiry  should  not  be  confined  to 
the  murder  of  a  Christian  boy  by  a  Jew,  but  should 
be  extended  to  the  question  of  an  organisation, 
fraternity,  or  sect  indulging  in  such  crimes.  As  a 
result  of  that  interpellation  the  Kiev  authorities 
were  discarded,  the  inquiry  was  entrusted  to  the 
Examining  Magistrate  Mashkevitch,  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  the  Assistant-Public  Prosecutor  of  St. 
Petersburg,  M.  Vipper,  was  charged  with  the  prose- 
cution. 

The  United  Nobility  discovered  Pranaytis,  who,  in 
spite  of  his  disreputable  past,  subsequently  figured  as 
the  Government's  theological  expert  at  the  trial.  In 
the  interval  Deputy  Zamyslovsky  made  journeys  to 
Kiev,  where  all  the  official  documents  and  other 
material  were  open  to  him,  while  denied  to  the 
regular  counsel  for  the  defence. 


COUNSEL   FOR  DEFENCE 
THANKED. 


Champions  of  Right  and  Russian  Dignity. 


Last  week,  in  the  presence  of  the  eminent  author 
M.  Vladimir  Korolenko,  the  local  political  and  social 
workers  at  Kiev  presented  Beilis's  counsel  with  an 
address  bearing  thousands  of  signatures,  the  conclud- 
ing sentence  of  which  is  as  follows  : — 

"  You  have  performed  the  duty  of  worthy  citizens 
by  standing  up  in  defence  of  an  innocent  man  and  of 
a  slandered  nationality.  You  have  made  it  clear 
to  the  country  that  the  Beilis  case  is  not  the  concern 
of  the  Jews  alone,  but  of  all  the  peoples  that  inhabit 
the  Russian  Empire.  The  truths  which  you  have 
defended  will  remain  immortal,  and  will  bear 
spendid  fruit.  We,  inhabitants  of  Kiev  of  various 
nationalities,  social  conditions,  and  political  opinions, 
greet  you  as  the  champions  of  right  and  of  the  dignity 
of  our  country." 


Rumours  have  lately  been  current  in  Paris  to  the 
effect  that  M.  Kokovtsoff  is  about  to  be  appointed 
Ambassador  to  the  French  Republic,  and  is  to  be 
succeeded  as  Premier  by  M.  Durnovo. 
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THE   VERDICT   AND  AFTER. 

Full  Text  of  the  Questions  Put  to  the 
Jury. 

As  we  anticipated  last  week,  the  Russian  "  Black 
Hundred  "  journals  endeavour  to  interpret  the  verdict 
of  the  jury  in  the  Heilis  case  as  an  acquittal  for  the 
prisoner  himself,  but  a  condemnation  of  the  Jews  in 
oeneral,  implying  that  the  crime  was  committed  by 
Tews  for  "  ritual "  purposes.  We  remain,  however, 
firm  in  our  conviction  that  such  an  interpretation  is 
unwarranted  by  the  verdict  itself.  We  have  since 
received  the  full  text  of  the  questions  submitted 
to  the  jury,  which,  with  their  answers,  are  as 
follows:— 

1.  Is  it  proved  that  on  March  25th,  191 1,  at 
Kiev,  Lukyanovka,  in  Upper  Yurkovakava  Street, 
on  part  of  the  premises  of  the  brickworks 
belonging  to  the  Jewish  Surgical  Hospital,  the 
said  brickworks  being  under  the  management  of 
the  merchant  Mark  Jacob  Zaytseff ,  wounds  were 
inflicted  with  a  pointed  instrument  upon  the  boy 
Andrew  Yuschinsky,  aged  thirteen,  after  his 
mouth  had  been  gagged,  in  the  regions  of  the 
cranium,  occiput,  and  temples,  and  on  the  neck  ; 
the  wounds  being  accompanied  by  lesions  of  the 
cerebral  vein,  of  the  artery  of  the  left  temple, 
and  of  the  cervical  veins,  thereby  producing 
profuse  haemorrhage  ;  after  which,  when  five 
glasses  of  blood  had  flown  from  Yuschinsky's 
body,  wounds  were  again  inflicted  with  a  similar 
instrument  upon  his  trunk,  accompanied  by 
lesions  of  the  lungs,  the  liver,  the  right  kidney, 
and  the  heart,  the  last  thrusts  being  directed  into 
the  cardiac  region,  which  lesions,  amounting  to 
the  total  number  of  forty-seven,  causing  Yus- 
chinsky excruciating  sufferings,  resulted  in  an 
almost  total  exhaustion  of  blood  from  the  body 
and  in  his  death  ? 

The  answer  to  this  question'  was  :  Yes. 

2.  If  the  events  described  in  the  first  question 
are  proved,  is  the  accused  burgher  of  the  town  of 
Yassilkow,  in  the  government  of  Kiev,  Mena- 
chem-Mendel  Tevyev  Beilis,  aged  thirty-nine, 
after  deliberate  arrangement  and  agreement  with 
other  persons  undiscovered  to  take  the  life  of  the 
boy  Andrew  Yuschinsky,  aged  thirteen,  out  of 
motives  of  religious  fanaticism,  guilty  of  having, 
on  March  25th,  191 1,  at  Kiev,  Lukyanovka,  in 
U  pper  Yurkovskaya  Street,  on  part  of  the  premises 
of  the  brickworks  belongingto  the  Jewish  Surgical 
Hospital,  the  said  brickworks  being  under  the 
management  of  the  merchant  Mark  Jacob 
Zaytseff,  in  order  to  carry  out  his  said  intention, 
seized  Yuschinsky  who  happened  to  be  there  and 
dragged  him  into  part  of  the  premises  of  the  works, 
where  the  persons  undiscovered  who  had  pre- 
viously conspired  with  him  to  take  the  life  of 
Yuschinsky  then  gagged  Yuschinsky,  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  Beilis,  and  inflicted 
upon  him  with  a  pointed  instrument  wounds  in 
the  regions  of  the  cranium,  occiput,  and  temples, 
and  in  the  neck,  accompanied  by  lesions  of 
the  cerebral  vein,  of  the  artery  of  the  left 
temple,  and  of  the  cervical  veins,  thereby  pro- 
ducing profuse  haemorrhage,  after  which,  when 
five  glasses  of  blood  had  flown  from 
Yuschinsky's  body,  wounds  were  again  inflicted 
with  a  similar  instrument  on  his  trunk,  accom- 
panied by  lesions  of  the  lungs,  the  liver,  the 
right  kidney,  and  the  heart,  the  last  thrusts  being 
directed  into  the  cardiac  region,  which  lesions, 
amounting  to  the  total  number  of  forty-seven, 
causing  Yuschinsky  excruciating  sufferings, 
resulted  in  an  almost  total  exhaustion  of  blood 
from  the  body  and  in  his  death  '■ 

The  answer  to  this  question  was:  No. 

It  was  on  the  demand  of  M.  Zamyslovsky,  the 
"Black  Hundred"  advocate  and  counsel  for  the 
farlie  civile,  that  the  question  of  the  fact  of  the 
murder  having  been  perpetrated  in  the  manner  and 
place  alleged  and  that  of  the  guilt  of  Beilis  were  put 
separately  by  the  Presiding  Judge.  In  acceding  to 
this  demand  M.  Poldyreff  overruled  the  objections 
of  Advocates  Grusenberg  and  Zarudny,  for  the 
defence,  against  the  division  and  wording  of  the 
questions. 

Objection  to  Form  of  Quostions. 

Strong  objection  to  the  wording  of  the  first  ques- 
tion was  made  by  Advocate  Zarudny,  for  the  defence. 
He  pointed  out  that,  in  order  to  enable  the  jury  to 
determine  whether  the  murder  had  been  committed 
on  the  Zaytseff  works,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
discuss  the  evidence  to  be  adduced  against  definite 
persons  other  than  Beilis,  against  those  Jews  who 
lived  on  or  were  connected  with  the  works.  Even 
witnesses  for  the  prosecution  had  declared  that  the 
murder  had  not  been  committed  on  the  Zaytseff 
works.  As  it  was,  the  question  was  so  worded  that 
the  jury  was  reduced  to  the  alternatives  cither  of 


absurdly  denying  the  very  fact  of  the  undisputed 
murder,  or  of  making  the  unsupported  declaration 
that  it  was  perpetrated  on  the  Zaytseff  works. 

The  Court,  however,  disregarded  M.  Zarudny's 
objections,  and  adhered  to  its  wording  of  the  lu  st 
question. 

Misdirection  of  the  Jury. 

After  the  jury  had  retired,  Advocate  Grusenberg, 
also  for  the  defence,  made  application  that  the 
President  should  draw  the  jury's  attention  to  various 
essential  points  arising  from  the  proceedings  to 
which  he  had  omitted  to  refer  in  his  summing-up. 
The  President,  for  instance,  had  not  pointed  out 
that  the  conclusion  of  the  medical  expert  <or  the 
prosecution,  Professor  Kossorotoff,  differed  from 
that  of  the  late  Professor  Obolonsky,  in  whose  stead 
Professor  Kossorotoff  appeared  in  Court ,  with  regard  to 
theorder of  theblowson  Yuschinsky's  body.  Professor 
Kossorotoff's  assertion  that  the  blow  on  the  skull  was 
preceded  by  the  injuries  to  the  neck  and  the  temple 
was  opposed  to  the  opinion  of  Professor  Obolonsky, 
who  had  performed  the  second  post-mortem  (the  only 
examination  of  the  corpse  conducted  by  competent 
hands),  to  the  effect  that  the  first  blow  of  all  was 
inflicted  on  the  skull. 

In  speaking  of  thirteen  wounds  the  President  had 
stated  that  this  number  corresponded  to  Advocate 
Shmakoff's  explanation  on  the  meaning  of  the 
Hebrew  word  "  Echad"  (the  Unity  of  God),  but  had 
omitted  to  mention  the  evidence  of  Professor* 
Kokovtsoff  and  Troitsky,  the  theological  experts  for 
the  defence,  on  that  point. 

The  President  had  stated  that,  according  to  the 
experts,  Yuschinsky  was  not  gagged  with  a  pillow- 
case, to  which  he  added  his  own  remark — "Why 
should  Tcheberyak  have  had  to  tear  the  pillow- 
case ? "  The  President  had  omitted  to  mention, 
however,  Professor  Kossorotoff's  statement  that  the 
pillow-case  might  have  been  used  for  wiping  the 
hands. 

M.  Grusenberg  also  referred  to  a  number  of  other 
points  on  which  the  President  had  misdirected  the 
jury,  and  therefore  requested  that  these  facts  should 
be  communicated  to  the  jury. 

The  Court  and  the  Jury. 

The  Court  thereupon  held  a  consultation  in  private, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  President 
ordered  the  usher  to  recall  the  jury.  At  this  pro- 
ceeding, however,  Advocates  Shmakoff  and  Zamys- 
lovsky, the  counsel  for  the  +arlie  civile,  protested, 
and  were  supported  in  their  objection  by  the  Public 
Prosecutor.  Advocate  Grusenberg  pointed  out  that 
both  the  law  and  the  practice  of  the  Senate  allowed 
the  summing-up  to  be  supplemented.  He  had  made 
his  application  at  the  proper  time,  as  soon  as  the 
last  juryman  had  retired,  out  of  respect  for  the 
Court,  in  order  that  the  jurymen  should  not  hear  his 
statement.  He  therefore  requested  the  Court  to 
comply  with  the  lawful  application  of  the  defence. 

After  a  minute's  further  consultation,  however,  the 
Court  refused  the  application. 

Sikorsky  Denounced  by  his  Colleagues. 

On  November  8th  a  special  meeting  of  the  St. 
Petersburg  Psychiatrical  Society  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  expert  evidence  given  by 
Professor  Sikorsky  at  Kiev. 

On  behalf  of  the  sub-committee,  to  which  the 
matter  had  been  referred,  Dr.  V.  V.  Sreznevsky  read 
a  report  dealing  singly  with  all  the  points  in  this 
evidence. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  chairman,  the  Academician 
Professor  V.  M.  Bekhtereff  made  a  detailed  com- 
munication with  regard  both  to  Professor  Sikorsky's 
evidence  and  to  his  own,  examining  all  the  facts  of 
the  post-mortems  on  which  his  conclusions  were 
based.  He  also  refuted  the  insinuations  made  by  the 
Novoe  Vremya  with  regard  to  his  evidence  bearing 
on  the  number  of  wounds  found  on  the  corpse  of 
Yuschinsky. 

Dr.  A.  I.  Karpinsky  declared  that  throughout  his 
long  experience  as  a  judicial  expert  he  had  never 
known  experts  to  be  confronted  by  such  abnormal 
conditions  as  in  that  case  ;  and  he  had  been  able  to 
find  no  parallel  to  it  in  the  whole  literature  of  the 
subject.  Professor  Sikorsky's  evidence  had  nothing 
to  do  with  either  psychology  or  psychiatry,  but  was 
merely  an  anthropologico-theological  disquisition,  the 
very  presentation  of  which  was  contrary  to  law,  apart 
from  the  fact  that  he  had  been  convicted  of  incorrect 
quotations  and  ignorance  of  the  subject. 

A  proposal  made  by  Dr.  Sokolsky  that  Professor 
Sikorsky  should  be  invited  to  offer  explanations  was 
negatived,  the  meeting  considering  that  it  was  super- 
fluous to  summon  him  from  Kiev,  seeing  that  his 
statement  had  been  published  in  the  Sovrcmcnnaya 
I'sycliiatria,  of  Moscow. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion  the  following  resolution 
was  passed  : — 

"The  medico-legal  views  expressed  by  Pro- 
fessor Sikorsky  to  the  Examining  Magistrate  at 
the  preliminary  inquiry  into  the  Yuschinsky 
murder  case,  and  upheld  by  him  at  ths  trial,  are 
regarded  by  the  Society  of  Mental  Specialists  as 
pseudo-scientific,  in  disagreement  with  the  facts 


recorded  in  the  post-mortem  reports,  and  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  of  the  Statute  of  Criminal 
Procedure." 

Greek- Catholic   Churchmen's  Views. 

The  Ncuc  I'rcie  Presse  recently  applied  to  certain 
high  dignitaries  of  the  Greek-Catholic  and  of  the 
Greek-Oriental  Church  for  their  opinions  on  the 
"  ritual  murder  "  question. 

Count  Andreas  Alexander  Szeptycki,  Archbishop 
and  Metropolitan  of  the  Greek-Catholic  Archdiocese 
of  Lemberg,  made  the  following  statement  :  — 

"  It  would  be  superfluous  to  add  to  the  declaration 
of  Cardinal  Merry  del  Yal  on  the  documents  relating 
to  the  blood  accusation  brought  against  the  Jew-,. 
I  can  state  positively  that  I  know  of  nothing  that  can 
be  regarded  as  a  basis  for  such  an  accusation,  or  in 
any  way  justify  the  theory  of  ritual  murder  in  as  far 
as  it  concerns  the  Jewish  religious  community  in 
general." 

Dr.  Elias  Miron  Christea,  Bishop  of  the  Greek- 
Onental-Koman  diocese  of  Karansebes,  after  declar- 
ing that  the  Old  Testament  offered  no  support  what- 
ever to  the  blood  legend,  continued  : — 

"Although  in  the  course  of  centuries  the  basis  of 
the  Mosaic  religion  has  received  in  Jewish  practice 
various  interpretations,  developments,  additions,  &c, 
which  divide  the  Jews  from  the  religious  point  of 
view  into  several  varieties,  there  is  not,  for  aught  I 
know,  any  doctrine  to  be  found  anywhere  which 
might  lead  even  religious  fanatics  to  anything  so 
terrible  as  ritual  murder." 


ST.    PETERSBURG  SCENES. 


Wild  Excitement  in  the  Capital  over  the 
Result  of  the  Trial. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  November  12th. 
The  enormous  interest  taken  by  the  public  in  the 
Beilis  case  reached  an  unparalleled  intensity  during 
the  last  few  days,  and  especially  on  the  day  of  the 
pronouncement  of  the  verdict.  In  the  newspaper 
offices  the  telephones  never  ceased  ringing  ;  indeed, 
the  newspaper  calls  were  so  numerous  that  the 
exchange  had  to  adopt  a  regular  system  of  rotation 
in  order  to  deal  with  them.  The  editorial  offices 
themselves  were  invaded  by  thousands  of  persons  of 
all  sorts  and  conditions,  anxious  to  learn  the  verdict 
of  the  jury. 

The  strain  reached  its  climax  at  about  5  p.m.  on 
Monday,  when  the  newspapers  received  special-rate 
telegrams  to  the  effect  that  the  jury  had  retired  to 
consider  their  verdict,  and  the  news  rapidly  circu- 
lated all  over  the  metropolis.  _  In  the  leading 
thoroughfares,  especially  on  the  Nevsky  Prospekt, 
people  thronged  the  restaurants  and  cafes,  awaiting 
the  publication  of  the  latest  news. 

At  about  6.45  the  first  telegrams  were  received  with 
the  announcement  that  the  jurymen  had  answered 
the  first  question  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  second 
in  the  negative.  The  news  spread  over  the  town 
with  lightning  rapidity.  Sheets  manifolded  by 
duplicating  process,  announcing  the  acquittal  of 
Beilis,  made  their  appearance  in  the  streets.  At 
8  p.m.  extra  supplements  issued  by  the  Progressive 
papers  made  their  appearance,  and  were  eagerly 
snapped  up. 

On  the  Great  (Bolshoy)  Prospekt,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Neva,  there  has  never  been  such  excite- 
ment seen  since  the  years  1904-5.  The  narrow  foot- 
path became  impassable.  In  the  evening,  when  the 
works  and  factories  were  closed,  the  tram  and  other 
vehicular  service  had  to  be  stopped  on  account  of 
the  crowd  which  was  awaiting  the  return  of  the 
motor-car  sent  out  by  the  nevvsvendors  for  the 
special  supplements.  It  was  only  when,  on  the 
arrival  of  the  car,  the  telegrams  were  in  everybody's 
hands  that  the  traffic  could  be  resumed. 

Needless  to  say,  the  authorities  were  very  much  on 
the  alert.  The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  ordered  the 
Vetch :rneyc  Vremya  to  remove  from  its  window  a 
placard  announcing  the  verdict.  This  order  was 
issued  on  the  ground  that  the  newspaper  had  no 
right  to  exhibit  on  the  placard  information  which 
had  not  yet  appeared  in  the  body  of  the  paper  ! 


THE    "ODESSA  MIRACLE." 


Election  of  a  Bishop  Declared  Invalid. 


The  Committee  of  the  Duma  whose  duty  it  is  to 
deal  with  election  disputes  has  at  last  concluded  the 
verification  of  the  electoral  proceedings  at  Odessa. 
As  the  result  of  its  investigations  it  has  cancelled  the 
return  of  Bishop  Anatolius,  on  the  ground  of  the 
defective  nature  cf  the  electoral  lists  drawn  for  the 
second  curia,  which  included  the  names  of  soldiers, 
policemen,  minors,  and  dead  persons.  This  election, 
it  may  be  remembered,  was  described  at  the  time  as 
the  "  Odessa  Miracle." 
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NOTES. 


Mortified  Anti-Semites. 

After  the  jury  come  the  interpreters  ;  and  in 
the  case  of  the  proceedings  at  Kiev  they  are 
many  and  far  from  unanimous.  In  leading 
articles  last  week  and  this  week  we  have  stated 
our  own  opinion  as  to  what  the  verdict  may  be 
taken  to  mean  ;  and  elsewhere  in  this  issue  we 
reproduce  some  of  the  comments  that  have 
appeared  in  the  Russian  papers,  together  with 
some  representative  personal  expressions  of 
opinion.  On  the  Liberal  side  the  Retch  makes 
the  unqualified  declaration  that  the  verdict  is  a 
clear  rejection  of  the  "  ritual  "  charge.  We  our- 
selves would  prefer  to  put  it  that  this  charge,  in 
so  far  as  it  is  generally  applied  to  Jews  or  a 
Jewish  sect,  has  been  cold-shouldered  rather  than 
positively  rejected.  On  the  other  side  the  Reac- 
tionary journals. endeavour  for  the  greater  part 
to  persuade  their  readers  that  the  answer  to  the 
first  question  addressed  to  the  jury  constitutes 
an  affirmation  that  a  "  ritual  "  murder  has  been 
committed.  These  asseverations  do  not  ring 
very  true,  and  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  their 
authors  themselves  actually  believe  in  them. 
Indeed,  M.  Menshikoff,  one  of  the  most  capable 
writers  in  the  anti-Semitic  camp,  openly  bewails 
the  fact  that  "  Russia  has  suffered  a  defeat  " — 
meaning  by  Russia,  of  course,  the  patriots  of  the 
"  Black  Hundred."  And  the  Zemschina  betrays 
its  real  feelings  when,  in  a  fury  that  can  only 
have  been  begotten  of  acute  mortification,  it 
advocates  the  abolition  of  trial  by  jury  and 
similar  safeguards  for  the  innocent,  and  calls  for 
the  employment  of  torture  as  an  aid  to  the 
investigation  of  future  "  ritual  "  cases. 

No  Pogroms. 

Whatever  else  may  be  said  about  the  verdict — 
and  it  bids  fair  to  provide  food  for  discussion  for 
many  weeks  to  come  — for  the  present  at  any  rate 
it  seems  to  have  had  the  effect  of  dispelling  the 
fear  of  pogroms,  which  a  more  direct  pronounce- 
ment either  wa}r  would  have  been  almost  bound 
to  provoke.  The  "  Black  Hundred  "  fraternity, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  are  intensely  disappointed 
at  the  result  of  their  two  and  a  half  years' 
strenuous  labours.  Still  they  are  able  to  hide 
their  chagrin  under  the  cloak  of  an  interpretation 
which  accords  in  part  with  their  wishes,  and  by 
loudly  acclaiming  the  verdict  as  virtually  one  of 
"  ritual  murder  "  they  prevent  themselves  from 
attacking  the  Jews  out  of  revenge.  At  the  same 
time  they  are,  with  all  their  ingenuity,  unable  to 
hail  the  verdict  as  a  clear  call  to  an  anti-Jewish 
crusade,  knowing  that,  though  they  themselves 
may  affect  to  be  blind  to  its  real  signifi- 
cance, they  cannot  so  impose  upon  the  great 
mass  of  the  Russian  people.  That,  together 
with  the  fact  that  pogroms  would  not  suit  the 
Government's  book  at  the  present  moment, 
explains,  no  doubt,  why  the  openly  threatened 
excesses  have  not  materialised ;  and  from  this 
point  of  view  alone  a  verdict  which  is  capable  of 
varying  interpretations  may  be  regarded  as  not 
without  its  advantages. 


The  Churches  and  the  Blood  Libel. 

We  note  with  pleasure  in  the  current  issue  of 
the  Month  a  sympathetic  and  sensible  article  on 
the  blood  accusation  from  the  pen  of  Father 
Thurston,  the  well-known  ecclesiastical  writer 
and  author  of  The  Life  of  St.  Hugh  of  Lincoln. 
Father  Thurston  has  made  a  profound  study  of 
the  subject,  and  his  condemnation  of  the  mon- 
strous charge,  both  in  general  and  in  particular, 
is  as  overwhelming  as  it  is  authoritative.  The 
main  purpose  of  his  article,  however,  is  to 
demonstrate  the  very  consistent  manner  in  which, 
ever  since  the  Middle  Ages,  the  leaders  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  have  denounced  and 
rejected  the  blood  libel  against  the  Jews.  From 
Pope  Innocent  IV.  to  Cardinal  Canganelli,  and 
from  Cardinal  Ganganelli  to  Archbishop  Bourne 
and  his  colleagues,  the  voice  of  Rome  has  been 
untiring  and  unambiguous  in  its  pronouncements 
on  this  question.  Nor  is  there  any  reason  to 
complain  of  the  attitude  of  the  Protestant 
Church,  which  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the 
many  protests  that  have  been  organised  against 
the  proceedings  at  Kiev  and  elsewhere,-  or  of  the 
various  Nonconformist  sects,  which  have  lent 
material  assistance  in  the  same  campaign.  There 
is  but  one  Christian  Church  that  has  held  aloof, 
and  that  is  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church.  The 
Old  Believers  have  recorded  their  condemnation 
of  the  charge  ;  and  a  few  days  ago  some  of  the 
high  dignitaries  of  the  Greek- Catholic  and 
Greek- Oriental  Churches  expressed  themselves 
in  a  similar  sense.  Is  it  not  a  debt  which  the 
Orthodox  Church  now  owes  to  itself  to  show 
that  it  is  not  less  Christian  than  all  the  other 
followers  of  Christ  ?  There  is  a  movement  on 
foot  for  bringing  about  a  union  between  the 
Anglican  and  Orthodox  Churches.  It  is  beyond 
belief  that  the  former  would  consent  to  an 
alliance  with  a  community  which  is  open  to  the 
suspicion  of  sanctioning  the  "  ritual  murder" 
charge. 

End  of  the  Duma  Boycott. 

M.  Markoff  has  apologised,  and  the  Ministerial 
boycott  of  the  Duma  has  been  brought  to  an  end. 
From  the  tribune  of  the  Duma  on  Friday  the 
offending  deputy  explained  that  the  objection- 
able remark  he  made  last  session,  to  the  effect 
that  thieving  could  not  be  tolerated,  was  not 
directed  against  the  Minister  of  Finance  ;  and 
on  Saturday  the  Minister  of  Justice  signal- 
ised the  Government's  acceptance  of  this  dis- 
claimer by  putting  in  an  appearance  at  the 
Taurida  Palace,  whence  he  and  his  colleagues 
have  been  absent  ever  since  the  beginning  of  last 
June.  It  is  still  inexplicable  why  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  made  the  outburst  of  an  ill- 
conditioned  member  of  the  Extreme  Right  an 
excuse  for  boycotting  the  whole  Duma,  except 
on  the  very  probable  supposition  that  it  was 
merely  an  excuse  that  was  needed  ;  and  it  would 
no  doubt  be  highly  interesting  to  be  allowed  a 
peep  behind  the  scenes  of  this  little  comedy,  and 
to  discover  exactly  how  the  final  act  came  to 
be  arranged.  The  Government  has  certainly 
climbed  down,  because,  whereas  hitherto  an 
apology  from  the  whole  Duma  has  been 
demanded,  in  the  end  it  has  contented  itself  with 
a  retractation  from  the  unmannerly  member 
only.  If  we  may  hazard  a  guess,  we  are  inclined 
to  think  that  the  Government  realised  at  last 
how  ridiculous  its  attitude  was  making  it  in  the 
eyes  of  AVestern  Europe,  and  was  anxious  to  set 
its  house  in  order — as  far  at  least  as  the  exterior 
is  concerned — before  making  those  demands 
upon  the  European  money-market  which  every 
one  knows  to  be  imminent. 


The  District  Court  of  Warsaw  has  acquitted  the 
editor  of  the  Gazeta  Paraena  of  the  charge  of  spread- 
ing false  rumours  concerning  the  work  of  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior.  The  alleged  offence  con- 
sisted in  the  publication  of  a  speech  delivered  in  the 
Duma  by  M.  Lempicki  during  the  discussion  on  the 
Estimates. 


RUSSIAN    PRESS  COMMENTS. 


Great  Divergence  of  Opinion  on  the 
Beilis  Verdict. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  the  Russian  newspapers  are 
far  from  unanimous  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  verdict 
in  the  Beilis  case,  which  most  of  the  Reactionary 
organs  seek  to  interpret  as  a  verdict  of  "  ritual 
murder."  We  summarise  some  of  the  representative 
opinions  on  both  sides. 

The  Liberal  Retch,  after  commenting  on  the  irre- 
gularities committed  after  the  judge's  summing-up 
(to  which  we  draw  attention  elsewhere),  says  that  up 
to  the  very  end  the  condemnation  of  Beilis  seemed 
inevitable.  To  ignorant  peasant  jurors  the  word  of 
the  President,  who  had  listened  along  with  them  to 
the  witnesses  and  the  experts,  was  law.  The  reply 
of  the  jury  is  all  the  more  significant  since,  contrary 
to  law,  the  motive  of  religious  fanaticism  was  in- 
cluded in  the  question.  The  acquittal  of  Beilis 
therefore  implies  the  rejection  of  that  motive.  The 
more  minutely  the  alleged  details  of  the  crime  are 
described  in  the  wording,  the  greater  surprise  must 
be  felt  at  the  failure  to  discover  the  real  murderers, 
in  whose  place  a  perfectly  innocent  man  was  tortured 
for  two  years  and  a  half  and  finally  placed  in  the 
dock. 

"  Ordinary  common  sense  and  prudence,"  con- 
cludes the  Retch,  "  ought  to  show  the  authorities  that 
they  cannot  rest  content  with  the  verdict  of  the  jury, 
screening  themselves  behind  the  view  that  the 
murder  was  perpetrated  on  the  Zaytseff  works,  but 
must  find  the  criminals." 

In  the  same  paper  Count  Paul  Tolstoy  writes  : — 
"  In  the  jury-room,  alone  with  his  conscience,  the 
Russian  man  has  remained  true  to  himself,  to  his 
best  spiritual  leaders.  The  simple  Russian  man  from 
the  plough  has  remained  once  more  in  spiritual 
union  with  the  intellectuals  of  his  race  ;  they  both 
said  in  unison  :  '  No,  not  guilty.'  .  .  .  On  the 
present  occasion  popular  Russia  has  once  more 
differentiated  herself,  before  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
world,  from  those  who,  without  any  proof,  raised  and 
upheld  in  the  twentieth  century  the  accusation 
of  ritual  murder.  She  has  no  part  and  parcel  in  that 
accusation." 

The  "  Novoe  Vremya's  "  Inferences. 

The  Novoe  Vremya  (Nationalist)  says  that,  although 
formally  the  question  of  motive  was  excluded  from 
the  first  question,  all  the  practical  marks  and  attendant 
circumstances  which  fit  in  with  the  motive  of  reli- 
gious fanaticism,  and  with  no  other,  were  categori- 
cally and  unconditionally  established  by  the  jury. 
The  monstrous  fact  of  the  murder  of  the  unhappy 
victim  by  means  of  torture  and  the  exhaustion  of 
blood,  in  some  building  or  other  on  the  Zaytseff 
brickworks  estate,  has  in  no  wise  been  glossed  over 
by  the  highly  objective  verdict  of  the  jury.  The 
defenders  of  Jewry  cannot  regard  the  acquittal  of 
Beilis  as  a  victory  for  themselves,  since  the  verdict  of 
the  Court  establishes  just  those  very  facts  which  they 
denied  with  foaming  mouths. 

"  The  wise  decision  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,"  adds  the  journal,  "  has  given  a  warning  to 
those  dark  forces  from  whose  depths  such  crimes 
arise,  as  well  as  an  instructive  lesson  to  the  examining 
authorities,  who  have  failed  to  discover  the  guilty 
parties.  It  also  allows  the  public  the  chance  of 
winding  up  somehow  this  excessively  protracted  case, 
while  avoiding  an  appeal  to  a  higher  Court  and  a 
revision." 

"  Bitual  Theory  Rejected." 

The  Russkoe  Slovo,  of  Moscow  (Liberal),  says  : — ■ 
"The  ritual  theory  has  thus  been  rejected.  But 
the  Court  has  introduced  into  the  question  as  to  the 
perpetration  of  the  crime  a  number  of  points  which 
are  without  importance  with  regard  to  the  fact  of  the 
crime,  but  which  must  result  in  any  trial  leaving  a 
sad  and  melancholy  impression." 

Another  writer  in  the  same  paper  says  : — 
"  The  nightmare  has  passed  into  absurdity,  the 
nightmare  case  having  resulted  in  an  absurd  verdict 
which  it  is  difficult  to  understand." 

The  Nationalist  Svyet  says  that  the  negative  reply 
as  to  the  guilt  of  Beilis  can  only  be  explained  by  the 
scanty  proofs  brought  against  him  personally.  If, 
however,  a  supplementary  question  had  been  put,  as 
to  whether  Beilis  was  guilty  of  not  having  reported 
the  murder  and  of  having  been  indirectly  concerned 
in  it,  the  verdict  might  have  been  different. 

The  Kolokol,  the  organ  of  the  Holy  Synod  Missions, 
says  that,  when  the  Jews  were  told  that  it  was  not 
they  who  were  being  tried,  but  Beilis,  they  kept  on 
vociferating  that  the  whole  Jewish  nation  was  being 
tried  ;  that  there  were  no  atrocious  fanatics  among 
them,  and  that  they  were  all  one.  The  jury  has  now 
given  them  the  answer  :  "  If  the  blood  of  Andrusha 
is  not  on  Beilis,  it  is  upon  you,  the  Jews." 

The  "  Truth  "  by  Torture. 

The  Zemschina,  the  organ  of  the  "  Black  Hundredi" 
agitators  who  were  the  authors  of  the  trial,  declares 
that  such  mediaeval  crimes  cannot  be  discovered  by 
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modern  "  Liberal"  methods.  In  such  cases  recourse 
must  he  had  to  physical  torture,  or  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  joint  responsibility  of  the  whole  Jewish 
community.  The  case  cannot  be  left  where  it  is, 
but  must  be  entrusted  to  the  cleverest  Examining 
Magistrate  and  to  the  most  experienced  Public  Prose- 
cutor, and  as  a  preliminary  the  whole  of  the  Kiev 
police  force,  which  was  the  chief  impediment  in  the 
way  of  the  judicial  authorities,  must  be  dismissed. 

The  Zemschind  also  demands  a  revision  of  the 
Judicial  Statutes  introduced  in  the  reign  of  Alexander 
II.,  with  a  view  to  "cleansing  them  of  publicity,  the 
tribunal  of  conscience  (trial  by  jury),  and  all  such 
Jewish  abominations,  which  turn  those  Statutes  into 
an  instrument  of  impunity  for  assassins  of  the  worst 
kind." 

The  Octobrist  organ,  the  Golos  Moskvy,  after 
blaming  both  the  Right  and  the  Left  newspapers  for 
their  agitation  in  the  matter  of  the  trial,  observes  :— 
"  Russian  justice  has  emerged  with  honour  from  the 
heavy  trial  without  losing  its  dignity,  which  had  been 
assailed  by  so  many  enemies." 

The  official  Rossia  has  refrained  from  all  comment 
on  the  verdict,  and  the  same  course  has  been  taken 
by  the  Moscow  Vyedomosii,  which  is  an  organ  leased 
out  by  the  Government. 


SOME   LEADING  OPINIONS. 


Prominent  Russians  Discuss  the  Situation. 


M.  Alexander  Amfiteatroff,  the  famous  Russian 
novelist  and  publicist,  who,  like  Maxim  Gorki,  has 
had  to  live  abroad,  expresses  from  Levanto,  Italy, 
his  delight  at  the  common  sense  of  the  jurymen,  who 
were  able  "  to  resist  the  stupor  of  the  blood  hypnotism 
after  thirty-four  days  of  absurdities  and  systematic 
pressure  on  the  part  of  the  knaves  and  the  lunatics 
of  the  Reaction."  He  regrets,  however,  the  division 
of  the  question,  as  it  will  prevent  Russia  being  saved 
from  the  danger  of  digesting  the  ritual  calumny, 
which  interested  rogues  will  again  find  it  profitable 
to  exploit. 

"The  Court,"  he  says,  "might  have  finally  crushed 
this  ancient  serpent,  which  through  timidity  it  has 
only  wounded.  For  this  mistake  the  poor  ignorant 
Russian  people  will  have  to  suffer  much  shame,  and 
Jewry  much  grief." 

Beilis's  Counsel. 

Advocate  Oskar  Grusenberg,  one  of  the  counsel 
for  Beiiis,  on  being  interviewed  on  his  return  to 
St.  Petersburg,  concluded  his  conversation  with  a 
correspondent  of  the  Russkia  Vyedomosti  with  the 
following  remarks  : — 

"  What  doubt  can  there  be  as  to  whether  the 
'  ritual  theory  has  been  recognised  or  not  ':  Why, 
Vipper  (the  Public  Prosecutor),  Zamyslovsky,  and 
Shmakoff  all  upheld  in  their  speeches  the  following 
thesis  : — 'If  the  murder  was  committed  at  the  factory 
by  Jews,  then  Beiiis  is  undoubtedly  guilty.  Indeed 
in  such  a  case  it  could  not  be  otherwise.'  But  the 
jury  has  rejected  the  guilt  of  Beiiis,  and  by  doing  so 
has  recognised  that  the  Jews  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  murder  of  Yuschinsky.  Besides,  the  best-known 
representatives  of  the  party  of  Zamyslovsky  and  Co. 
have  had  to  admit  that  they  have  suffered  a  defeat  at 
every  point.  If  Zamyslovsky  himself  and  those  of 
his  kidney,  instead  of  confessing  their  complete 
failure,  are  endeavouring  to  assume  the  air  of  victors, 
that  iia  matter  for  their  own  taste,  for  which  there  is 
no  accounting ;  but  their  present  game  can  only 
bring  a  smile  to  the  faces  of  the  lookers-on." 

Professor  Maxim  Kovalevsky,  Member  of  the 
Council  of  State,  regards  the  verdict  as  a  vindication 
of  the  system  of  trial  by  jury  against  the  attacks  of 
the  Reactionaries,  who  are  continually  assailing  the 
judicial  reforms  of  Alexander  II. 

"  Russia  has  Suffered,  a  Defeat." 

M.  Menshikoff  begins  a  long  article  in  the  Novoc 
Vtemya,  entitled  "The  Jewish  Victory,"  with  the 
following  words  : — 

"  Let  us  have  the  courage  to  confess  that  in  the 
Beiiis  case  Russia  has  suffered  a  defeat.  This  does 
not  require  lengthy  argument.  Only  try  to  listen  to 
your  own  heart,  to  your  own  inner  feelings.  Do  you 
not  feel  depressed  ?  Very  much  depressed  indeed  ! 
I  lis  not  a  question  of  Beiiis  ;  the  great  fact  is  that 
they  did  not  find  the  criminal,  or,  if  they  almost 
found  him,  they  were  afr.ud  to  name  him,  and  shrank 
back  at  the  most  critical  moment." 

M.  Verevkin,  Assistant  Minister  of  Justice,  in 
reply  to  a  request  for  his  opinion  from  the  editor  of 
the  Den,  stated  : — 

"  I  do  not  regard  the  Beiiis  case  as  finished.  Wait 
a  little,  and  then  we  may  talk  about  this  case." 

Rabbi  Mase,  of  Moscow,  declares  himself  satisfied 
with  the  result  of  the  trial,  at  which  he  appeared  as  a 
theological  expert  for  the  defence.  He  finds  in  the 
verdict  merely  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  the 
murder  was  perpetra*ed  in  a  cruel  manner,  but  no 
indication  of  its  motiv 


PRISON  HORRORS. 

Convicts'  Appeal  to  the  People  Against 
Atrocities. 


A  Russian  correspondent  forwards  us  the  following 
grim  appeal,  addressed  "  To  the  Russian  People  "  by 
the  convicts  of  the  Orel  Central  Prison: — 

In  its  hard  struggle  for  liberation  from  the  yoke  of 
autocracy  the  Russian  people  is  making  great  sacri- 
fices. The  Government  has  placed  in  its  path  a 
lavish  assortment  of  gallows,  quick-firing  guns,  and 
prisons.  Since  1905  thousands  of  people  have  been 
hanged,  while  tens  of  thousands  have  been  shot 
clown  or  tortured  to  death.  All  this  has  been 
reported  in  Press  paragraphs  and  telegrams,  and 
even  in  Government  communications.  But  how  is 
it  that  nothing  is  written  about  the  violent  atrocities 
practised  on  convicts  in  the  prisons  ?  Why  is  so 
little  known  of  these  matters  ?  The  Government 
sedulously  protects  its  zealous  henchmen  who  carry 
out  their  exploits  in  the  darkness  of  the  cells,  where 
the  thick  walls  and  iron  bars  deaden  the  cries  and 
groans  of  the  tortured  victims.  Among  the  convict 
prisons  the  Orel  Central  Prison  stands  first  by  reason 
of  its  purely  inquisitorial  regime,  and  it  is  not  without 
a  fixed  object  that  the  chief  Prisons  Administration 
sends  there  convicts  from  the  farthest  corners  of 
Russia  for  the  sake  of  "  correction." 

Flogging  Atrocities. 

Since  1908  every  new  elape,  or  consignment  of 
prisoners,  has  been  flogged  in  the  most  atrocious 
fashion.  The  prisoners  are  stripped  naked  and 
made  to  pass  between  a  double  row  of  warders, 
who  rain  upon  their  bare  bodies  blows  with  their 
fists,  india-rubber  sticks,  and  keys.  This  reception 
is  followed  by  daily  Hoggings  which  the  warders 
administer  wholesale,  without  caring  what  part  they 
hit,  or  where  the  punishment  is  inflicted — in  the 
cells,  in  the  workshops,  in  the  yard,  or  in  the  bath. 

On  August  4th,  1912,  sixteen  convicts  conveyedfrom 
Schluesselburg  were  terribly  beaten.  At  night,  when 
they  were  asleep,  the  warders  rushed  into  their  cells, 
where  they  chained  and  gagged  the  prisoners,  threw 
them  down  on  the  stone  floor,  and  then  started  to  beat 
them  with  their  fists.  The  prisoner  Timoshetchkin  had 
his  back  injured  and  the  sailor  Anton  Konup  had  both 
the  drums  of  his  ears  broken.  It  would  take  volumes 
to  narrate  all  the  acts  of  violence  that  have  been  com- 
mitted here  since  1908.  No  one  who  sees  the  old 
convicts  and  listens  to  their  stories  can  help  shiver- 
ing at  the  horrors  they  have  experienced,  unless  he 
has  the  heart  of  an  executioner.  The  hundreds 
of  graves  in  the  Troitsk  cemetery,  where  many 
suicides  are  buried,  bear  witness  to  those  horrors. 
We  do  not  wish  to  make  vague  assertions  ;  but  we 
are  overwhelmed  by  the  abundance  of  facts.  We 
shall  therefore  have  to  confine  ourselves  to  a  few 
crying  instances  from  the  Orel  Central  Prison 
calendar. 

History  of  a  Hunger-Strike. 

On  January  30th  last  Sergius  Sharapoff,  a  workman 
from  Bryansk,  was  chained  and  then  thrashed  and 
flogged.  On  May  13th  some  fifty  prisoners  whe 
occupied  a  separate  block  declared  a  hunger-strike 
in  order  to  obtain  a  cessation  of  the  thrashings  and 
floggings,  the  abolition  of  the  rule  that  convicts  must 
rise,  reply  in  set  terms,  and  salute  on  the  entrance  of 
a  warder  (for  failure  to  comply  with  which  they  used 
to  inflict  a  flogging  and  the  punishment  cell),  and  to 
secure  better  food,  &c.  On  May  21st,  the  ninth  day 
of  the  hunger-strike,  two  life-prisoners  were  carried 
to  the  infirmary  in  an  unconscious  state.  On  that  very 
day  the  Governor  pledged  his  word  that  there  should 
be  no  further  floggings.  He  promised  that  he  would 
himself  see  to  this  in  future,  and  partly  granted 
the  other  requests,  with  the  result  that  the  hunger- 
strike  ceased. 

The  very  next  day,  however,  on  May  22nd,  eight 
prisoners  (Radyontchenko,  Filippenko,  Kosmo- 
lovsky,  Myedyanik,  Povyelitsa,  Kojevnikoff,  k'hart- 
chevnikoff,  and  PetrosiyanJ  were  transferred  from 
the  common  block  to  isolated  cells,  where  they  were 
soundly  thrashed  for  their  participation  in  the 
hunger-strike,  four  of  them  receiving  an  additional 
beating  for  protesting  against  their  treatment. 

Suicide  after  Punishment. 

A  few  days  later  Katchubovitch,  who  had  com- 
plained of  the  bad  quality  of  the  food,  was  placed  in 
the  punishment  cell,  where  he  hanged  himself  the 
very  first  night. 

On  July  1 8th  a  life-prisoner  named  Melnikoff, 
whose  mental  condition  i?  not  normal,  began  to 
shout  in  his  cell,  and  for  this  he  was  thrashed  and 
then  carried  out  to  be  flogged.  His  cries  led  the 
other  prisoners  to  knock  at  their  doors,  for  which 
S.  Sharapoff,  Xovikoff,  Ujikoff,  Zuyeff,  and  several 
others  were  flogged  in  turn. 

Fifty  prisoners  were  kept  in  punishment  cells  for 
periods  of  from  ten  to  twenty  clays,  and  throughout 
that  time  they  had  to  sleep  on  the  stone  floor.  Many 
of  them  were  put  in  chains  for   a   whole  year, 


deprived  of  their  right  to  a  reduction  of  their  sen- 
tences, and  even  had  their  term  prolonged  for 
another  year. 

That  is  how  the  administration  is  punishing  u- 
for  its  own  crimes,  and  takes  revenge  for  prote-ts 
against  its  violence. 

On  Faster  Sunday,  191 1,  Simonenko  was  flogged 
for  disobedience.  Paralysis  set  in,  and  he  remained 
in  the  infirmary  until  he  starved  himself  to  death  la-.t 
July. 

In  the  common  block  thrashings  are  as  common 
as  ever  they  were.  In  the  solitary  cells  Pikin  was 
thrashed  on  August  nth,  and  for  crying  and  pro- 
testing against  the  thrashing  he  was  flogged  in  addi- 
tion. The  administration  objects  to  prisoners  crying 
when  thrashed,  and  punishes  them  for  so  doing. 
A  Prisoner  Killed. 

On  September  6th  the  prisoner  Lopukhoff  was 
killed  at  the  prison  farm  by  the  warder  Korneyeff 
under  the  following  circumstances.  Lopukhoff  was 
working  at  the  threshing  machine,  into  which  he 
was  placing  the  sheaves,  when  Korneyeff  dealt  him 
a  violent  blow  which  caused  him  to  fall  upon  the 
machine.  His  arm  was  caught  in  the  drum,  and 
he  succumbed  to  his  injuries  the  same  day. 

We  want  to  tear  away  the  veil  of  secrecy  and 
silence  from  the  acts  of  the  Orel  prison  warders  and 
of  the  Government  that  shields  them.  Comrades,  we 
are  crying  for  the  sake  of  the  blood  and  the  tortures 
of  our  dead  or  dying  comrades.  "  May  those  who 
have  ears  hear." 


THE   REGIME    IN  FINLAND. 

Exploits  of  One  of  the  Governor-General's 
Favourites. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

Helsixgfors,  November  12th. 

Immediately  after  M.  Seyn  became  Governor- 
General  cf  Finland  he  removed  all  the  loyally-disposed 
provincial  Governors  and  chiefs  of  police,  and  put 
in  their  places  men  pledged  to  uphold  the  present 
regime  and  adventurers  who  would  blindly  follow  his 
orders.  Such  a  person,  typical  of  the  Russian  system 
in  Finland,  was  made  chief  of  police  in  Tammesfors, 
the  largest  manufacturing  town  in  the  country.  His 
name  is  Blafield.  He  was  formerly  an  Army  captain 
and  a  commissary  of  police  in  Kotka.  While  there 
he  committed  acts  which  led  to  his  prosecution 
before  a  court  of  law,  which  sentenced  him  to  heavy 
fines.  The  Governor  of  the  province  was  obliged  in 
consequence  to  order  him  to  leave  his  post,  where- 
upon M.  Seyn  immediately  appointed  him  chief  of 
police  at  Tammesfors. 

Protected  by  the  Governor-General,  Blafield  began 
to  regard  himself  as  a  small  satrap,  and  there  were 
no  limits  to  his  arbitrary  acts.  He  removed  all  the 
best  elements  from  the  police  corps,  and  replaced 
them  with  his  own  creatures,  who  distinguished 
themselves  by  being  drunk  while  on  duty,  making 
disturbances  in  the  streets,  and  arresting  and  molest- 
ing peaceable  citizens  without  any  reason  whatever. 
Blafield  prohibited  all  kinds  of  meetings,  refused  to 
allow  the  well-known  politician  Professor  Broda  to 
deliver  a  lecture  in  the  town,  ill-treated  people  at  the 
police-station,  had  the  editors  of  newspapers  forcibly 
brought  before  him  for  publishing  items  displeasing 
to  him,  and  ordered  the  police  to  sharpen  their 
swords  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for  eventualities. 

He  acted,  in  fact,  as  an  Oriental  despot,  and  his 
excesses  went  so  far  that  the  Town  Council 
repeatedly  brought  the  matter  before  the  Provincial 
Governor.  That  official  could  do  nothing,  however, 
as  Blafield  enjoyed  such  marked  favour  in  the 
Governor-General's  eyes.  For  two  years  this  police 
tyrant  ruled,  until  recently,  during  an  examination 
into  the  accounts  of  the  police  bureau,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  he  had  appropriated  several  thousand 
marks.  Only  then  was  M.  Seyn  obliged  to  prevent 
him  from  exercising  his  functions.  Even  now.  how- 
ever, he  has  not  been  dismissed,  although  that  step 
is  expected. 


DUMA  INTERPELLATIONS. 


Yesterday  week  M.  Gronsky  (Cadet)  introduced 
an  interpellation  into  the  Duma  on  the  contemplated 
misinterpretation  of  Article  65  of  the  Fundamental 
Laws  with  a  view  to  removing  certain  matters  of  eccle- 
siastical administration  from  the  cognisance  of  the 
Duma.  The  interpellation  was  carried  by  211)  votes 
to  50;  several  priests,  together  with  the  Octobrists, 
voting  with  the  majority. 

At  the  same  sitting  M.  Shingarcfl's  motion  for 
granting  equal  rights  to  all  nationalities  and  denomi- 
nations was  defeated  by  152  votes  to  92.  M.  Nicholas 
Antonoff,  the  leader  of  the  Octobrist  party  in  the 
Duma,  opposed  the  motion  on  formal  grounds, 
stating  that  the  present  time,  when  sectional  passions 
were  so  acute,  was  not  opportune  for  raising  national 
epicstions. 
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THE  OCTOBRIST  CHALLENGE 


The  signs  that  Russia  is  approaching  a  crisis 
in  her  domestic  affairs   grow  more  and  more 
distinct.     The  temper  of  the  country  has  for 
some  time  been  undergoing  a  change  which  is 
now  all  but  complete.    In  place  of  the  apathy 
engendered  by  the  numbing   victories  of  the 
Counter-Revolution  we  find  springing  up  all  over 
the  Empire,  and   in    nearly  every  section  of 
society,  a  healthier  feeling  of  disaffection  and  a 
well-marked  determination  to  secure  redress  for 
the  nation's  countless  grievances.    Among  the 
proletariat   the  strike    movement    is  growing 
steadily  in  force  ;  and  when  it  is  remembered 
that  it  was  a  general  strike  that  brought  the 
Government  to  its  knees  nine  years  ago,  and  that 
the  number  of  those  who  have  left  work  this 
year  (in  most  cases  by  way  of  political  demon 
stration)  easily  constitutes  a  record  for  the  period 
succeeding  the  Revolution,  the  significance  and 
possible  consequences  of  this  movement  will  not 
be  minimised.    It  is  not,  however,  the  working 
classes  alone  that  are  seething  with  discontent. 
Even  outside  the  ranks  of  the  "  intellectuals 
and  the  Liberals  the  flag  of  revolt  against  the 
perpetuation  of  the  Reactionary  regime  has  been 
raised  and  openly  flaunted  in  the  face  of  the 
Government.    The  Octobrists,  the  former  allies 
of  M.  Stolypin  and  the  apologists  for  all  his 
obscurantist  measures,  have  at  last  stepped  into 
tiua  fighting  line  as  champions  of  political  reform 
and  have  publicly  proclaimed  their  intention  of 
waging  an   unremitting    struggle    against  the 
present  Administration  under  the  banner  of  the 
October    Constitution.     At  the    Conference  of 
the  party  held  a  few  days  ago  it  was  formally 
resolved  that  the  Octobrist  members  of  the  Duma 
should  "  make  full  use  of  every  lawful  method  of 
Parliamentary  warfare,"  including  the  rejection 
of  Bills  and  the  refusal  of  supplies,  in  order  to 
oppose  the  "injurious  and  dangerous  drift  of  the 
Government's  policy."    In  other  words,  they  are 
going  to  organise  themselves  in  full  force  as  a 
regular  Opposition  party. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  analyse  closely  the 
ten  clauses  of  the  solemn  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Conference.  What  it  amounts  to  is  a  declara- 
tion that  between  the  Government  and  the  nation 
there  is  now  no  organic  connection,  that  the 
Constitution  no  longer  exists,  and  that  in  des- 
troying it  Ministers  have  been  guilty  of  action 
more  revolutionary  than  that  of  the  so-called 
Revolutionists  themselves.  These  charges  were 
powerfully  driven  home  in  the  presidential 
address  of  M.  Alexander  Gutchkoff,  the  leader 
of  the  party,  whose  speech  at  the  recent  Muni- 
cipal Workers'  Congress  was  the  herald  of  the 
latest  developments  in  the  Octobrist  ranks.  The 
Government's  policy,  he  now  declared,  was  lead- 
ing to  a  "  terrible  and  unparalleled  catastrophe." 
It  was  inspired  by  "  insanity,"  and  there  was 
reason  to  believe  that  yet  another  revolutionary 
coup  iPetut  was  being  prepared  against  the  Duma. 
The  patience  and  faith  of  the  Octobrist  party 
were  alike  exhausted.  Russian  society  and  the 
Russian  people  had  never  before  been  so  deeply 
revolted  by  the  acts  of  the  Government, 
and  the  last  chance  of  a  peaceful  issue 
from  the  impending  crisis  lay  in  the  accept- 
ance by  the .  Ministry  of  the  warning  now 
offered.  The  general  position  he  summed  up  in 
a  telling  sentence.  "  We  are  compelled,"  he 
exclaimed,  "  to  defend  the  Monarchy  against 
those  who  are  the  natural  defenders  of  the 
Monarchical  principle  ;  the  Church  against 
the  ecclesiastical  hierarchy  ;  the  Army  against 
its  chiefs ;  the  Government's  authority  against 


the  bearers  of  that  authority."  It  is  impossible 
to  pretend,  of  course,  that  the  new  Octobrist 
outlook  embraces  all  the  urgent  needs  of  the 
Russian  people.  But  it  denotes  an  immense 
advance  upon  the  party's  former  attitude  that 
it  has  now  braced  itself  to  demand  the  realisa- 
tion of  its  own  ideals,  in  whose  sacrifice  it  has 
acquiesced  for  so  many  years,  and  has  announced 
its  intention  of  fighting  with  all  the  weapons  at 
its  command  for  their  restoration.  M.  Gutchkoff 
and  his  colleagues  have  certainly  not  been  pre- 
cipitate in  launching  their  challenge.  For  some 
time  past  appeals  to  the  October  Manifesto  and 
the  Constitution  guaranteed  by  the  Tsar  have 
been  regarded  by  the  authorities  as  seditious 
utterances  ;  and  this  in,  itself  is  a  measure  of  the 
violent  upheaval  which  the  Government  has 
engineered.  How  can  a  party  which  had  its 
origin  in  that  Constitution  remain  passive  when 
its  very  advocacy  is  placed  among  the  category 
of  crimes  ? 

We  cannot  affect  to  forecast  the  consequences 
of  the  Octobrist  resolution,  either  immediate  or 
remote.    The  first  question  that  naturally  occurs 
to  mind  is  whether  t"ie  party  will   have  the 
strength  and  the  courage  to  carry  out  its  avowed 
programme   of    fighting   the    Government  by 
"  every  lawful  method  of  Parliamentary  warfare," 
and  whether  some  empty  show  of  conciliation 
may  not  disarm  it.  Since,  however,  M.  Gutchkoff 
warned  the  country  at  large  not  to  be  deceived 
by  false  appearances,  it  may  be  supposed  that 
his  followers  will  themselves  maintain  an  attitude 
of  adequate  scepticism.    Assuming,  then,  that  at 
any  rate  the  bulk  of  tWfeet&brisfcs  go  into  Oppc 
sition,  what  will  be  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
Duma  ?    With  the  Progressists,  the  Cadets,  and 
the  other  parties  of  the  Left  they  will,  of  course, 
form  a  clear  majority,  and  they  will  be  able  to 
prevent  any  Government  measure  from  passing. 
They  will  further  be  able,  presuming  that  the 
Left  parties    act    consistently  with   them,  to 
execute  their  threat  of  refusing  supplies.    It  is 
gravely  to  be  doubted,  however,  if  such  a  policy 
of  obstruction  would  be  good  tactics.    If  it  were 
carried  out  the   Government    would    have  no 
option  but  to  dissolve  ;    and  if  this  step  were 
taken,  and  even  if  no  attempt  were  made  to 
elect  another  Duma,  it  would  be  possible  to 
arouse  a   fair  amount    of    sympathy    for  the 
Government  outside  Russia.     It  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  Ministers  are    entirely  without 
scruples    as    far  as   the    Constitution    is  con- 
cerned.   They  have  already  violated  more  than 
one  of  the  Fundamental  Laws,    and  hitherto 
nothing  but  the  fear  of  foreign  criticism  has 
deterred  them  from  dispensing  with  the  Duma 
altogether.    Hence  it  may  be  taken  for  granted 
that  no  amount  of  mere  obstruction  will  bring 
the  Government  to  its  knees.    That,  however,  is 
not    to    say    that    the    Duma    is  powerless. 
Much,  we  are  convinced,  may  be  done  by  a  steady 
refusal  to  pass  any  illiberal  measure  introduced 
by  the  Administration,  combined  with  concerted 
action  for  initiating  and  carrying  through  legis- 
lation of  a  wholesome  and  progressive  character. 
At  the  same  time,  of  course,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary that  Budget  proposals  should  be  closely 
scrutinised,    and  wherever  advisable  amended. 
If  such  a  policy  were  resolutely  put  into  opera- 
tion the  Government  would  still  find  the  Duma 
an  insuperable   obstacle  in  its   path,  but  any 
attempt  at  a  coup  d'ttat — whether  in  the  form  of 
the    destruction  of  the   Duma   or   of   a  fresh 
tampering  with  the  electoral  laws — -would  pro- 
voke a  violent  outcry  not  only  in  Russia  itself 
but  abroad.    Any  popular  movement  that  was 
then  set  on  foot  for  the  restoration  of  the  Consti- 
tution would  enjoy  the  invaluable  support  of 
foreign  sympathy,  and  the  Government,  unable 
to    turn   to   the    European    money-market  for 


assistance,  would  be  powerless  to  resist  the 
general  demand  of  the  country. 

As  a  preliminary  to  the  realisation  of  such  a 
programme,  the  first  requisite  is  some  sort  of 
understanding  between  the  Octobrists  and  the 
parties  of  the  Left.  The  Progressists,  we  learn, 
have  already  made  overtures  for  a  working- 
alliance  with  the  new  champions  of  reform. 
We  trust  that  the  Cadets  will  also  find  it  pos- 
sible to  enter  into  the  arrangement.  Owing  to 
the  considerable  differences  of  opinion  prevail- 
ing between  the  Octobrists  and  the  Left,  it  can, 
of  course,  only  be  a  loose  and  temporary  agree- 
ment, and  should,  perhaps,  be  tacitly  accepted 
rather  than  definitely  laid  down.  But  for  its 
immediate  object  it  wall  have  a  consummation 
that  is  to  be  desired  by  all  the  reform  elements 
in  the  Duma,  and  for  this  reason  some  degree  of 
mutual  concession  and  accommodation  must  be 
effected.  For  a  certain  distance  Octobrists, 
Cadets,  and  even,  the  extremists  of  the  Left  can 
tread  the  same  path,  and,  though  they  may  part 
company  when  that  limited  journey  is  accom- 
plished, much  will  have  been  done  to  cleanse 
and  civilise  the  administration  of  the  Russian 
Empire. 


WHO  KILLED  YUSCHINSKY? 


Striking  Presentation  of  the  Case  against 
the  Tcheberyaks. 


We  have  received  a  copy  of  a  German  pamphlet 
entitled  The  Truth  about  the  Murder  of  Yuschinsky 
and  the  Balis  Case,  which  was  published  before  the 
Kiev  trial.  It  is  written  by  M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky, 
who  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  unofficial  investiga- 
tions into  the  murder,  and  contains  a  number 
of  statements  that  were  repeated  in  court.  We 
extract  from  the  pamphlet  the  following  passage  in 
which  the  case  against  the  Tcheberyak  gang  is 
set  out  : — 

"  In  summing  up  my  material  I  find  the  following 
incriminating  proofs  :  — 

"(i)  Singayevsky's  conversation  with  the  witnesses 
cited  by  me  before,  and  examined  by,  the  Examining 
Magistrate  (Karayeff  and  Makhalin).  This  conversa- 
tion points  to  P.  Singayevsky,  Rudzinsky,  I.  Lati- 
scheff,  and  Vera  Tcheberyak  as  the  murderers  of 
Yuschinsky. 

"  (2)  The  evidence  of  the  witness  Dyakonova  (who 
was  also  interrogated  by  the  Examining  Magistrates) 
to  the  effect  that  Tcheberyak  admitted  to  her  that 
she  had  taken  part  in  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky. 
The  account  of  Dyakonova's  appearance  at  Tche- 
beryak's  lodgings  immediately  after  the  murder  is 
exactly  the  same  in  the  description  given  both  by 
Singayevsky  and  by  the  witness  Dyakonova  herself, 
although  these  descriptions  were  given  from  different 
motives  and  in  different  circumstances. 

"  (3)  The  letter  signed  '  A  Christian,'  of  March  21st 
which  was  written  by  Tcheberyak's  paramour,  J. 
Mandzelevsky,  who,  it  was  proved  conclusively,  con- 
cealed the  body.  Such  an  action,  following  so 
quickly  upon  the  discovery  of  the  body,  could  only 
have  been  possible  if  the  writer  had  known  before- 
hand the  day  on  which  the  discovery  was  to  be  made, 
or  had  been  informed  of  the  finding  of  the  corpse  by 
telegraph. 

"(4)  The  two  sheets  of  notepaper  found  in  the 
cave,  which  are  intended  for  the  game  of  '  Flyin« 
Post,'  and  which  are  absolutely  identical  with  the 
paper  which  Mandzelevsky  always  used  to  bring  to 
Tcheberyak. 

"  (5)  The  evidence  of  witnesses  relating  to  the 
blood-stained  rags  which  the  dogs  had  dug  out  in  the 
proximity  of  Tcheberyak's  house. 

"(6)  The  fact  that  Tcheberyak  removed  her 
children  from  the  house  on  the  eve  of  the  murder, 
and  did  not  arrange  for  their  return  till  later  on. 

"  I  have  already  stated  that  two  months  after  the 
presentation  of  my  Memorandum  the  Public  Prose- 
cutor's Department  found  my  material  to  be  deserv- 
ing of  credit,  and  decided  to  investigate  the  Beilis 
affaire  further." 
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OCTOBRISTS    DECLARE  WAR. 

Government    to    be    Fought   Tooth  and 
Nail    in    the  Duma. 

At  the  final  sitting  of  the  Octobtist  Conference, 
held  a  few  days  ago  under  the  presidency  of  M. 
Gutchkoft,  the  proceedings  concluded  with  the 
unanimous  adoption  of  a  resolution  which  amounts 
to  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  Government.  The 
resolution  was  divided  into  ten  clauses,  which  were 
worded  as  follows  : — 

(1)  The  revival  of  Russia  must  be  built  on  the 
immutable  principles  of  the  Constitutional 
system  and  on  the  foundations  of  civil  liberty. 

(2)  A  Government  that  is  homogeneous  in  its 
composition,  united  by  a  community  of  aims  and 
responsible  before  the  law,  must  base  its  rela- 
tions to  the  Duma  on  its  recognition  of  the  high 
authority  of  popular  representation,  investing 
that  authority  with  its  due  importance  in  the 
life  of  the  State. 

(3)  The  Government  is  in  duty  bound  to  pre- 
vent the  Council  of  State  from  acting  as  an 
artificial  brake  on  legislative  work. 

Guarantees  of  Liberty. 

(4)  In  order  to  establish  and  give  life  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  lawful  order,  Bills 
must  be  enacted  which  shall  be  a  real  guarantee 
of  liberty  of  conscience,  the  Press,  meetings,  and 
unions,  and  of  the  inviolability  of  the  person. 

(5)  The  Government  is  in  duty  bound  to  take 
firm  and  persistent  measures  in  order  to  enforce 
obedience  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  to  the 
principles  of  lawful  order,  making  everv  official 
bear  actual  responsibility  for  infringement  of  the 
laws. 

(6)  One  of  the  first  and  most  important  steps 
must  be  the  abolition  of  the  exceptional  regains, 
whose  preservation  is  not  justified  by  the  present 
condition  of  the  country. 

(7)  A  broad  Government  policy  must  be  pur- 
sued, directed  towards  the  moral  and  material 
advancement  of  the  masses. 

(8)  Complete  liberty  of  election  to  the  Duma 
must  be  secured,  and  every  interference  of  the 
authorities  with  the  elections  must  be  resolutely 
put  down. 

(9)  All  these  principles,  which  form  the  founda- 
tion of  every  civilised  commonwealth,  have 
already  received  in  the  recent  past  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  Sovereign  Power,  embodied  in  a 
number  of  State  Acts,  and  above  all  in  the 
Manifesto  of  October  30th. 

To  Fight  the  Government. 

(10)  Since  the  present  Government  and  its 
present  policy  are  in  complete  contradiction  with 
the  new  principles  of  State  and  public  life 
announced  in  that  Manifesto,  while  the  Confer- 
ence has  lost  faith  in  the  Government's  desire  to 
carry  out  the  unalterable  will  of  the  Monarch, 
expressed  by  the  Manifesto  of  October  30th,  and 
witnesses  with  alarm  the  increasing  antagonism 
between  the  Government  and  the  public  and  the 
self-governing  bodies,  as  well  as  the  appearance 
in  the  country  of  alarming  symptoms  of  discon- 
tent and  disaffection  which  feed  a  revolutionary 
mood  ; 

It  is  resolved  : — 

(a)  That  the  I'nion  of  October  30th,  through 
the  medium  of  all  its  branches  and  members, 
must  co-operate  by  every  lawful  means  to  effect 
the  permanent  and  immediate  realisation  of  the 
above  principles  in  Russian  life  ;  and 

(b)  That  the  Parliamentary  section  of  the 
I  'nion  of  October  30th,  as  its  organ  best  armed 
with  the  power  of  action,  must  undertake  an 
unremitting  struggle  against  the  injurious  and 
dangerous  drift  of  the  Government's  policy  and 
against  the  arbitrary  and  illegal  acts  which  are 
so  heavy  a  burden  on  Russian  life,  and  must 
carry  those  principles  through  the  Legislature. 
The  Parliamentary  section  must  make  full  use  of 
every  lawful  method  of  Parliamentary  warfare, 
such  as  the  freedom  of  the  Parliamentary  tri- 
bune, the  right  of  interpellation,  the  rejection  of 
Bills,  and  the  refusal  of  supplies. 

The  responsible  work  and  difficult  struggle 
that  await  the  Parliamentary  section  call  for  the 
exertion  of  thi  highest  efforts  on  the  part  of 
that  body,  complete  co-ordination  in  its  actions, 
and  the  closing  up  of  its  ranks. 

In  view  of  the  drastic  character  of  the  resolutions 
passed  at  the  Octobrist  Conference,  the  Progressist 
members  of  the  Duma  have  appointed  a  Committee 
of  three  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Octobrist 
deputies  with  a  view  to  concerted  action  in  the  Duma. 


In  the  Duma  lobbies  the  resignation  on  account  of 
illness  of  M.  Akimoff  from  the  post  of  President 
of  the  Council  of  State  has  been  spoken  of  as  an 
accomplished  fact,  and  the  names  of  MM.  P.  N. 
Durnovo  and  A.  S.  Stiobinsky  arc  mentioned  as 
candidates  for  the  presidency. 


M.    GUTCHKOFF'S  SPEECH. 

"  Our  Patience  and  our  Faith  are  at  an 
End.'' 

The  Octobrist  Conference  was  held  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  was  attended  by  270  public  workers, 
including  several  members  of  the  Council  of  State. 

M.  Alexander  Gutchkoff,  in  Ins  presidential  address, 
said  that  Octobrism  was  a  trustful  response  to  the 
Sovereign  power,  whose  Manifesto  of  October  30th 
was  an  act  of  confidence  in  the  people.  The  silent 
compact  implied  joint  work  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  and  developing  the  constitutional 
system.  Hut  in  proportion  as  peace  had  been 
restored,  the  Reactionary  elements  emerged  from 
their  hiding-places,  and  sinister  figures  from  a  past 
epoch,  standing  outside  and  ibovc  the  Government, 
made  their  appearance  and  soon  recaptured  their 
former  positions.  The  Reaction  found  official 
support  in  the  Right  wing  of  the  Council  of  State 
and  in  the  organisation  of  the  Inited  Nobility,  and 
its  policy  consisted  in  discrediting  the  October  Mani- 
festo and  similar  decrees  as  concessions  snatched  by 
force  or  deception. 

Towards  an  Unparalleled  Catastrophe. 

The  Government  itself  had  carried  out  an  electoral 
campaign  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  counterfeit 
show  of  popular  representation  in  the  fourth  Duma. 
Hy  this  means  it  had  fallen  into  utter  discredit.  The 
drifting  policy  pursued  by  the  Government  was 
leading  the  country  towards  a  terrible  and  unparal- 
leled catastrophe.  This  prognostication  was  shared 
by  all  parties,  and  no  official  optimism  could  hide  the 
Government's  own  alarm. 

The  Octobrists  had  observed  their  part  of  the 
compact,  but  the  other  side  had  broken  all  its  pledges. 
Whereas  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  party 
the  danger  lay  in  a  revolution,  the  present  danger 
lay  in  reaction,  either  in  the  shape  of  an  open  coup 
d'etat  by  a  dissolution  of  the  Duma  without  another 
election,  or  though  the  more  cautious  method  of 
whittling  down  the  competence  of  the  people's  repre- 
sentatives by  partial  "interpretations. 

There  only  remained  one  course  for  the  Duma. 
It  must  take  into  its  own  hands  the  defence  of 
Russian  freedom  and  independence,  secure  political, 
religious,  and  personal  liberty,  as  well  as  the  liberty 
of  interpellations,  and  above  all  obtain  an  extended 
control  of  the  Budget.  Only  such  a  Government  as 
could  be  trusted  not  to  lend  itself  to  a  coup  d'etat, 
and  undertook  to  carry  out  the  reforms  indicated  in 
those  Sovereign  decrees  which  announced  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  new  lawful  order  and  civil  liberty,  could 
count  on  the  support  of  the  popular  representatives. 

Government  Insanity. 

"  In  the  days  of  popular  madness,"  said  M.  Gutch- 
koff, "  we  have  raised  our  sobering  voice  against  the 
excesses  of  popular  Radicalism.  In  the  days  of  the 
Government's  insanity  we  must  address  to  that 
Government  a  grave  word  of  warning. 

"  We  once  believed  ourselves,  and  called  upon 
others  to  do  the  same.  We  waited  patiently.  But 
now  we  must  declare  that  both  our  patience  and  our 
faith  are  at  an  end.  We  must  not  let  the  Opposition 
become  the  monopoly  of  the  Radicals  and  Socialists, 
for  this  might  create  the  illusion  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  only  fighting  against  Radical  manifestations 
and  Socialist  experiments,  whereas  it  opposes  even 
the  most  elementary  and  moderate  demands  of  the 
public  which  formerly  received  recognition  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  itself. 

"Before  the  coming  catastrophe  arrives  we  must 
make  an  attempt  to  bring  the  Government  to  reason, 
for  we  are  the  representatives  of  all  the  propertied 
middle  classes,  whose  life-interests  are  closely  con- 
nected with  the  peaceful  evolution  of  the  State,  and 
upon  whom  the  first  blow  must  fall. 

"  Let  there  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  people's  mood. 
Let  them  not  be  lulled  by  outward  signs  of  tranquillity. 
While  the  organisations  devoted  to  revolutionary 
violence  have  never  been  so  prostrate  and  feeble, 
Russian  society  and  the  Russian  people  have  never 
before  been  so  deeply  revolted  by  the  acts  of  the 
Government,  which  is  losing  their  confidence  from 
day  to  day,  along  with  all  belief  in  the  possibility  of 
a  normal  and  peaceful  issue  from  the  crisis. 

The  Real  Enemy. 

"  At  the  present  moment  1  the  fear  of  danger  does 
not  come  from  the  Revolutionists,  Republicans, 
Atheists,  Socialists,  and  Anti-Militarists.  The  historical 
tragedy  lies  in  the  fact  that  we  are  compelled  to 
defend  the  Monarchy  against  those  who  are  the 
natural  defenders  of  the  Monarchical  principle  ;  the 
Church  against  the  ecclesiastical  hierarchy ;  the 
Army  against  its  chiefs  ;  the  Government's  authority 
against  the  bearers  of  that  authority. 

"  We  seem  to  have  become  stuck  in  the  slough  of 
public  despond  and  apathy.  This  is  merely  a 
passive  sentiment,  but  it  is,  only  one  step  removed 
from  that  feeling  of  despair  which  breaks  into  action 
as  a  most  destructive  force.  May  the  Lord  avert 
that  threatening  danger  from  our  fatherland  !  " 


THE    GREAT  STRIKE. 

Demonstrations  by  100,000  Workmen  in 
St.  Petersburg. 

[From  Ol'r  Own*  Correspondent.] 

St.  Pei  ERSiii.RG,  November  26th. 

The  last  few  days  have  been  characterised  by 
great  public  excitement  in  St.  Petersburg,  due  in  the 
first  place  to  the  colossal  protest  strike  which  has 
been  carried  out,  and  in  the  second  place  to  the 
Conference  of  the  Octobrists. 

The  strike  of  100,000  St.  Petersburg  workmen  on 
November  19th  was  one  of  the  most  imposing  that 
have  been  witnessed  in  recent  years.  Up  to  [905 
strikes  were  forbidden  in  Russia  by  law  :  but  in  that 
year  the  prohibition  was  abolished.  Since  then 
strikers  have  usually  been  persecuted  without  being 
judicially  prosecuted.  Lately,  however,  the  Criminal 
Code  has  been  carefully  searched  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  some  Article  under  which  strikers  may 
be  convicted.  A  zealous  Public  Prosecutor  wa« 
found  who  declared  Crown  works  to  be  on  a  par 
with  Government  institutions,  and  its  hands  with 
Government  employees.  A  prosecution  was  thus 
recently  set  on  foot  against  several  workmen  in  virtue 
of  an  Article  relating  to  strikes  of  officials. 

When  the  accused  were  tried,  on  November  19th, 
the  street  in  which  the  Court  is  situated  was  occu- 
pied by  reinforced  detachments  of  police,  and  no 
one  who  had  the  appearance  of  a  working-man  was 
allowed  to  pass.  Similar  detachments  were  stationed 
at  every  corner  of  the  Court  building,  within  which 
the  police  filled  the  entrance-hall,  the  staircases,  the 
corridors,  and  the  Court-room  itself.  Notwithstand- 
ing all  these  precautions,  however,  the  space  reserved 
for  the  public  was  exclusively  occupied  by  workm2n. 
A  Flimsy  Charge. 

The  accused  pleaded  ''  Not  guilty,'  and  the  wit- 
nesses for  the  prosecution  admitted  that  they  only 
differed  from  the  generality  of  strikers  by  the  fact 
that  they  had  assisted  the  management  of  the  works 
in  keeping  external  order  on  the  premises  abandoned 
by  the  workmen.  The  Public  Prosecutor,  however, 
upheld  the  charge,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  the 
strike  movement  had  spread  widely  and  was  threat- 
ening the  interests  of  the  State.  The  defence  main- 
tained that  the  accused  could  not  bi  punished  for 
the  prevalence  of  discontent  throughout  the  country 
which  found  expression  in  strikes,  and  that  the 
accused  must  be  tried  according  to  law,  which  only 
punishes  incitements  to  strike,  violence  used  against 
those  willing  to  work,  and  damage  to  property. 
Nevertheless  the  Court  sentenced  the  four  prisoner:', 
to  three  months'  imprisonment. 

While  the  trial  was  in  progress,  demonstrations 
of  workmen  took  place  in  various  outlying  parts 
of  St.  Petersburg.  As  early  as  8  a.m.  the  workmen's 
districts  resembled  military  camps,  especially  the 
Viborg  quarter,  which  is  not  far  from  the  District 
Court.  The  cartridge  factory  was  guarded  both 
inside  and  outside  by  bodies  of  constables,  while 
strong  detachments  of  police  also  surrounded  the 
other  large  works.  Among  the  first  to  strike  were 
the  hands  of  the  Phoenix  mechanical  works.  After 
holding  a  meeting  they  marched  to  Rasteryaeff's 
metal  works,  where  4,000  employees  had  also  struck. 
At  the  corner  of  Timofyeevskaya  Street  revolutionary 
songs  were  sung,  whereupon  the  police  intervened. 
Conflicts  with  the  Police. 

At  9  a.m.  the  strikers  at  Lessner's  works  came  into 
conflict  with  the  police,  who  arrested  four  of  their 
number,  and  dispersed  the  rest.  Another  demon- 
stration carried  out  bv  the  workmen  belonging  to 
the  Viborg  side,  which  took  place  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Court,  was  likewise  dispersed,  several  arrests 
being  made. 

On  the  Petersburg  side  about  a  hundred  police- 
men were  on  duty  early  at  Semenoff's  works,  where 
the  hands,  instead  of  starting  work,  held  a  meeting 
in  the  courtyard,  and  then  marched  singing  into  the 
streets.  At  10  a.m.  the  tramway  employees  joined 
the  strike.  A  demonstration  made  in  Koltovskaya 
Street  by  the  workmen  of  the  Vulcan  works  was 
dispersed  by  the  police.  Beyond  the  Neva  Gate  the 
police  were  also  placed  on  guard  round  the  large 
works.  Over  3,000  workmen  struck  at  the  Semyan- 
nikoff  works,  and  passed  a  resolution  demanding  the 
introduction  of  a  Bill  securing  the  freedom  to  strike. 
Similar  action  was  taken  in  other  parts  of  the  town. 
At  1 1  o'clock  a  body  of  workmen  marched  along 
Ligovskaya  Street,  but  was  surrounded  and  dispersed 
by  the  police.  The  biggest  and  most  prolonged 
demonstration  took  place  in  Basseynaya  Street  at 
noon. 

During  the  whole  day  an  atmosphere  of  alarm 
prevailed  throughout  the  city,  where  detachments  of 
police  kept  guard  without  remission. 

It  is  reported  that  Deputy  Lvoff,  a  well-known 
Octobrist,  who  has  just  been  summoned  by  wire  to 
an  audience  of  the  Tsar  in  the  Crimea,  is  to  be 
appointed  Senior  Procurator  of  the  Holy  Synod  in 
the  place  of  M.  Sabler,  whose  resignation  is  said  to 
be  impending. 
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NOTES. 


Prince  Meschersky's  Article. 

In  another  column  we  summarise  an  article  by 
Prince  Meschersky  which  is  one  of  the  most 
■significant  contributions  to  the  discussion  of  the 
Jewish  question  in  Russia  we  have  ever  come 
across.  The  editor  of  the  Qrajdanin  is  not 
naturally  a  friend  of  the  Jews.  He  is  a  member 
jof  one  of  the  most  ancient  Russian  families, 
whose  prejudices  are  well  known,  and  in  the 
•course  of  his  career  he  has  been  a  District  Judge, 
Official  for-  Special  Commissions  at  the  Ministry 
of  the  Interior,  and  tutor  to  the  Prince  who  after- 
wards became  Alexander  III.  In  such  an  atmo- 
sphere philo-Semitism  could  never  have  had  much 
opportunity'  to  nourish.  Politically.  Prince 
Meschersky  is  a  staunch  Conservative,  and  in 
his  paper  he  has  frequently  given  expression  to 
views  which  can  only  be  described  as  reactionary. 
^Nevertheless,  within  his  limits  he  can  lay  claim 
to  some  enlightenment,  and  above  all  one  cannot 
but  admire  his  honesty  of  thought  and  fearless- 
ness of  action.  In  his  own  characteristic  way  he 
was  an  unsparing  critic  of  the  prosecution  of 
Beilis,  and  on  other  occasions  he  has  trounced 
the  Administration  for  a  variet}-  of  bureaucratic 
abuses. 


A  Plea  for  Jewish  Emancipation. 

'  And  now  he  comes  forward  with  a  powerful 
plea  for  the  emancipation  of  the  Russian  Jews. 
He  addresses  himself  soberly  and  logically  to  the 
subject,  and  discusses  the  various  solutions  of  the 
problem  that  have  been  suggested  in  various 
quarters.  Such  ideas  as  a  general  expulsion,  or 
a  general  excommunication,  or  a  general  conver- 
sion of  the  Jews  he  dismisses  as  impossible. 
To  the  maintenance  of  the  present  modus  vivendi 
he  opposes  the  weighty  objection  that  it  merely 
privileges  the  richer  Jews,  who  are  able  to 
evade  the  law  by  bribery,  and  oppresses  the 
poorer,  who  cannot  afford  the  means  of  official 
corruption.  He  ridicules  the  notion  that  the 
Jews  hate  the  Russians,  and  brings  evidence  to 
show  that  they  live  in  general  on  amicable  terms 
with  their  neighbours,  who  appreciate  their 
economic  value.  Indeed,  several  landowners 
declared  to  him  that  they  "  could  not  live 
without  the  Jews."  The  insinuation  that  the 
emancipation  of  seven  million  Jews  would  mean 
the  exploitation  and  oppression  of  150  million 
non-Jews  he  regards  as  preposterous  ;  the  chief 
economic  result  of  such  a  measure  would  be  the 
'stimulation  of  Russian  endeavour. 


The  Crux  of  the  Question. 

On  these  grounds  Prince  Meschersky  argues 
that  the  Jews  should  be  given  equal  rights  with 
the  other  classes  of  the  population.    It  will  be 
observed  that  he  bases  his  plea  rather  on  expe- 
)  diency  than  on  humanity  ;  but  that,  indeed,  only 
I  makes  it  more  effective,  since  it  is  impossible  to 
,  imagine  that  an  appeal  to  sentiment  could  have 
i  any  influence  on  the  Russian  Government.  We 


do  not  suppose,  however,  that  even  this  argument 
will  carry  much  weight  with  the  authorities  yet 
awhile.  I'rinee  Meschersky  probably  places  his 
finger  upon  the  vital  spot  of  the  problem  when 
he  refers  to  the  fact  that  the  rich  .lews  are  able 
to  obtain  relief  from  oppression  by  bribery.'  The 
first  result  of  emancipation  would  be  that  the 
Government  officials  would  lose  one  of  their 
steadiest  sources  of  income,  and,  in  view  of  this 
fact,  the  whole  of  the  bureaucracy  will  always 
be  up  in  arms  against  any  relaxation  of  the  anti- 
Jewish  regulations.  Before  t lie  Jews  can  obtain 
equal  rights  Russia  will  have  to  institute  a  new 
administrative  system.  Nevertheless  it  is  a 
distinctly  hopeful  sign  that  a  Conservative  like 
Prince  Meschersky  should  thus  openly  advocate 
the  removal  of  the  restrictions  under  which  a 
community  of  seven  millions  is  ruthlessly  crushed, 
and  it  is  well  to  know  that  even  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Russian  aristocracy  there  at^e  men  who  are 
not  wedded  to  the  cult  of  corruption  and 
oppression. 


The  Plot  Against  Beilis. 

If  Beilis  is  correctly  reported  by  his  inter- 
viewers, there  was  a  distinct  plot  on  the  part  of 
the  prison  authorities  to  make  away  with  him 
before  the  end  of  the  trial.  On  several  nights  he 
noticed  that  the  door  of  his  cell  was  left  unlocked. 
On  the  night  before  the  verdict  was  given  the 
door  was  actually  left  ajar,  and  when  Beilis 
ventured  cautious^  to  put  his  head  outside  he 
saw  standing  in  the  shadows  a  sentry  armed 
with  a  rifle.  Assuming  the  facts  to  be  as  stated, 
the  object  clearly  was  to  lure  the  prisoner  to  an 
attempt  at  escape,  and  to  shoot  him  down  if  he 
fell  into  the  trap.  When  it  is  remembered  that, 
owing  to  the  character  of  the  judge's  summing- 
up,  the  chances  of  an  acquittal  appeared  very 
slender  at  the  close  of  the  trial,  the  temptation 
to  escape  must  have  been  considerable.  Happily, 
however,  Beilis  did  not  succumb.  Had  he  done 
so  the  prosecution  might  have  laid  claim  to  a 
signal  victory,  for  they  would  have  been  able  to 
represent  the  dead  prisoner  &s  having  been  afraid 
to  put  his  innocence  to  the  test.  In  point  of  fact, 
however,  the  murderous  conspiracy  hei*e  revealed 
shows  that  it  was  they  who  shirked  the  final 
ordeal,  and,  despairing  of  a  condemnation  by  the 
jury,  sought  to  achieve  their  purpose  in  another 
way.  Throughout  the  "  ritual  murder  "  campaign 
the  authorities  and  their  Black  Hundred  masters 
have  been  not  quite  clever  enough. 


Hushed  Up. 

We  give  elsewhere  an  extract  from  a  pamphlet 
on  the  Beilis  case  written  by  M.  Brazul-Brush- 
kovsl<y,  in  which  the  case  against  the  Tcheber- 
yaks  is  given  in  detail.  The  pamphlet  in  ques- 
tion was  issued  before  the  trial,  but  it  is  to  be 
noted  that  all  the  statements  made  in  this  con- 
nection were  fully  confirmed  by  the  witnesses 
who  appeared  in  court.  One  could  hardly 
imagine  a  "prima- facie  case  more  suggestive  or, 
indeed,  more  overwhelming.  In  any  other 
country  but  Russia  the  immediate  sequel  to  the 
trial  of  Beilis  would  have  been  the  arrest  of  the 
Tchebervak  gang.  So  far,  however,  not  a  finger 
has  been  raised  to  test  the  terrible  charge 
levelled  so  openly,  and  with  such  circumstantial 
detail.  If  the  authorities  are  satisfied  of  the 
innocence  of  these  persons,  then  in  simple 
justice  to  the  accused  parties  they  should  insist  on 
the  charge  being  threshed  out  in  court.  Some  time 
ago,  we  believe,  Vera  Tcheberyak  instituted 
libel  proceedings  against  a  number  of  editors 
who  had  accused  her  of  being  the  murderess  of 
Yuschinsky.  The  editors,  it  is  said,  insist  on 
the  cases  against  them  being  'tried ;  but  it 
seems  that  there  is  little  prospect  of  their 
demand  being  satis aed.  The  outrage  of  the 
blood  accusation  is  being  succeeded  by  a  flagrant 
scandal  which  is  dragging  liussian  justice  still 
deeper  into  the  mire. 


RUSSIA    AND  ARMENIA. 


III.*— Intrigues   Among   the  Kurds  and 
the    Fear    of  Annexation. 


The  unhappy  condition  of  the  Turkish  Armenians, 
their  perpetual  fear  of  what  to-morrow  may  bring 
forth,  and  the  ever-present  terror  of  massacres  have 
predisposed  the  lower  classes — i.e.,  the  bulk  of 
Turkish  Armenians — in  favour  of  Russia,  and  this 
favourable  disposition  is  everywhere  on  the  increase. 
As  was  once  the  case  in  Bulgaria,  the  peasants  of 
Armenia  pronounce  with  fervour  the  name  of  the 
Russian  Tsar  ;  all  their  hopes  are  centred  in  that 
powerful  monarch,  and  in  him  they  see  their  coming 
liberator  from  the  cruel  yoke  of  the  Kurds.  This 
fact  has  been  testified  to  and  confirmed  by  all  the 
Armenian  politicians,  both  Conservatives  and  revolu- 
tionists, with  whom  I  have  discussed  the  subject. 
This,  however,  does  not  prevent  numbers  of  Armenian 
patriots  who  deplore  the  misfortunes  of  their  conntry 
from  preserving  a  very  sceptical  attitude  towards  the 
new  Armenophile  tendencies  of  the  Russian  authori- 
ties in  the  Caucasus. 

Who,  indeed,  after  the  Beilis  case  and  so  many 
other  iniquities,  would  have  any  confidence  in  the 
"  humanitarian  aims  "  of  the  Russian  Government 
to-day  ?  Who  can  attach  the  slightest  importance 
even  to  the  most  solemn  promises  of  the  Russian 
bureaucracy  ?  True,  there  are  certain  Armenian 
capitalists  who,  attracted  by  the  oil-wells  of  Baku 
and  the  banks  of  Tiflis,  are  not  opposed  to  annexation 
by  Russia  ;  it  may  even  be  said  that  some  are  in 
favour  of  it ;  but  those  who  are  not  interested  in  oil 
or  banking,  or  in  the  rise  and  fall  of  dividends,  are 
afraid  of  this  annexation.  At  the  present  moment 
the  Russian  authorities  are  paying  court  to  the 
Armenian  bourgeoisie,  but  who  will  answer  for 
to-morrow  ?  The  attentions  now  being  shown  them 
are  based  upon  interested  motives,  but  once  let 
Turkish  Armenia  be  annexed  to  Russia  and  in  all 
probability  the  regime  of  russification  and  of  confis- 
cation of  ecclesiastic  property  will  soon  return. 

Russian   Intrigues   Among   the  Kurds. 

Even  to-day,  when  Russo-Armenian  relations  are 
still  in  the  honeymoon  stage,  the  actions  of  the 
Caucasian  authorities  are  giving  public  opinion  in 
certain  Armenian  circles  grave  cause  for  alarm. 
Strange  rumours  are  going  the  round  with  regard 
to  the  propaganda  which  has  been  carried  on  for 
some  years  by  Russian  agents  among  the  Kurds  of 
the  frontier.  I  have  before  me  a  letter,  dated 
August  28th,  1913,  which  I  received  from  a  well- 
known  Armenian  politician  apropos  of  an  article 
of  mine  on  the  Armenian  question  published  in  the 
Sovremennik  of  St.  Petersburg.  "I  implore  you," 
writes  my  correspondent,  "  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Russian  public  to  the  intrigues  of  the  Russian 
authorities  in  the  Caucasus  among  the  influential 
Kurdish  chiefs  of  the  territories  adjoining  the  Russian 
frontier.  The  Turkish  Armenians  are  afraid  that, 
instigated  by  the  said  authorities,  these  too  notorious 
chiefs  will  recommence  their  massacres  in  Armenia." 

It  is  a  matter  of  general  knowledge  that  some 
months  ago  Russian  emissaries  were  introduced  into 
Turkish  Armenia  and  Kurdistan  in  order  to  incite  the 
Kurdish  chiefs  to  demand  self-government.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  journal  already  referred  to — For  the 
People  of  the  Orient,  a  publication  which  looks  after 
Armenian  interests — published  an  article  (August 
10th,  1913)  giving  facts  which  throw  a  flood  of  light 
upon  the  causes  of  the  uneasiness  felt  by  numerous 
Armenians,  and  explains  their  scepticism  with  regara 
to  the  Armenophile  sentiments  of  the  Caucasian 
authorities.  According  to  this  article,  Count  Voront- 
zoff-Dashkoff,  Viceroy  of  the  Caucasus,  received 
towards  the  close  of  19 12  a  delegation  of  eleven 
Kurdish  chiefs  with  whom  he  is  said  to  have  entered 
into  negotiations,  besides  presenting  them  with 
valuable  gifts.  The  chiefs  then  returned  home  to 
Kurdistan.  Among  their  number  were  two  very 
influential  leaders— Mir  Mia  and  Abdul  Rezac,  sons 
of  the  famous  brigand  Redr-Khan. 

Salaried  Brigands. 

It  is  well  known  that  since  the  Persian  revolution 
many  Kurdish  chiefs  are  in  receipt  of  regular 
allowances  from  the  Russian  Government,  while 
most  of  their  firearms  come  from  Russia.  The 
Russian  Press  has  frequently  referred  to  the  inter- 
course which  the  Russian  authorities  have  regularly 
maintained  for  a  long  time  with  the  Persian  tribes 
addicted  to  brigandage — the  Schacksevens,  the 
Djafarbaiz,  the  Adjichodjalouz,  the  Djachanoumli, 
the  Talischmikeilou,  and  others,  captained  by  those 
famous  brigands  Rashim  Khan,  Sirdar  A^shad, 
Salar-ed-Dowlah,  &c.  The  latter  are  agents  of  Russian 
officialdom,  paid  to  checkmate  the  constitutional 
movement  in  Persia. 

Once  this  alliance  was  concluded  with  the  semi- 
savages  there  remained  but  one  step  to  be  taken  to 
make  sure  of  the  devotion  and  the  services  of  the 
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Kurdish  chiefs  in  Asia  Minor.  Indeed,  the  prime 
necessity  of  gaining  the  friendship  of  the  Kurds  was 
self-evident  from  the  moment  that  the  aims  of 
Russia's  diplomacy  became,  not  the  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  her  Turco-Armenian  co-religionists, 
but  the  annexation  of  Turkish  Armenia,  the  conquest 
of  that  immense  mountainous  country,  which  in  the 
south  commands  the  whole  region  up  to  the  Persian 
Gulf,  and  in  the  west  stretches  away  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean, leading,  on  the  one  hand,  to  Bagdad  and 
Bussore,  and,  on  the  other,  to  Messina  and  Alexan- 
dretta.  In  the  event  of  war  with  Turkey,  and  of  the 
invasion  of  the  districts  of  Van,  Bitlis,  and  Erzerum 
by  Russian  troops,  the  latter  would  have  to  deal  with 
four  million  Kurds,  all  well  armed  and  accustomed 
to  guerilla  warfare.  Hence  the  immense  import- 
ance of  winning  their  friendship  and  gaining  their 
services. 

Turkish   Government  Paralysed. 

These  tactics  of  Russian  diplomacy,  inspiring  the 
Administration  in  its  dealings  with  the  Kurds,  are 
reducing  the  Turkish  Government  to  impotency. 
Any  serious  reform  in  the  direction  of  emancipating 
the  Turkish  Armenians  awakens  discontent  among 
the  Kurds,  who  at  once  proceed  to  drown  the  reform 
in  Armenian  blood,  while  an  atmosphere  of  hostility 
is  created  between  the  Kurds  and  the  Turkish 
Government.  On  the  other  hand,  any  additional 
favours  accorded  to  the  Kurds,  or,  at  least,  the  con- 
servation of  their  ancient  privileges,  through  fear  of 
irritating  the  chiefs  and  throwing  the  people  into 
the  ranks  of  the  malcontents,  further  complicate  the 
Armenian  question,  increasing  the  irritation,  or  rather 
the  resentment,  of  the  Armenians  against  the  Otto- 
man Government  and  bringing  them  nearer  to 
Russia. 

The  Turkish  Armenians  no  more  dream  of  recon- 
stituting the  Armenian  Kingdom  than  do  the  Russian 
Armenians.  They  remain  indifferent  to  all  sepa- 
ratist tendencies,  for  the  geographical  and  ethno- 
graphical conditions  in  Armenia  are  such,  as  Varan- 
dian  says,  that  the  reconstitution  of  an  independent 
Armenia  appears  absolutely  nonsensical  to  every 
honest  man.  The  political  parties  in  Armenia  have 
therefore  always  been  modest  in  their  demands,  and 
all  they  ask  for  is  an  administrative  autonomy  with 
reforms  under  the  control  of  Europe.  These  are  the 
modest  reforms  which  are  demanded  by  the  advanced 
elements  in  Turkish  Armenia. 

Afraid,  of  Russian  Annexation. 

Even  M.  B  Sanischevsky,  the  correspondent  of 
the  Russian  official  journal  Rossia,  in  a  letter  from 
Constantinople  April  23rd,  1913),  defines  in  almost 
the  same  terms  the  programmes  of  the  most  import- 
ant political  parties  in  Turkish  Armenia.  After 
interviewing  the  best  known  Armenian  politicians 
in  Constantinople  he  wrote  : — 

"  All  the  Armenian  organisations  of  any  import- 
ance consider  that  only  under  Turkish  rule  can  the 
Armenians  preserve  their  existence.  They  are  afraid 
of  Russia,  who,  in  the  event  of  the  annexation  of  the 
Armenian  provinces  of  Turkey,  would  not  fail  to  apply 
her  methods  of  expeditious  russification.  Undei' 
Russian  rule  the  Armenians  would  lose  even  the  hope 
of  preserving  their  language,  their  national  soul. 
Therefore  the  generality  of  Armenians  prefer  Turkish 
rule  and  confine  themselves  to  demanding  a  certain 
measure  of  autonomy  under  the  control  of  the  European 
Pouers." 

It  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  in  view  of  the  intrigues 
of  the  Russian  Government,  that  in  the  interests 
both  of  the  Armenians  and  of  the  Russians  them- 
selves the  Democratic  Press  of  Europe  should  assimi- 
late their  point  of  view.  Let  us  hope,  at  the  same 
time,  that  if  the  Armenian  question  assumes  a 
menacing  shape  in  Turkey  the  enlightened  section  of 
the  Armenian  nation  will  not  let  itself  be  carried 
away  by  the  lucubrations  of  the  Russian  jingo  Press, 
any  more  than  it  would  be  deceived  by  the  speeches 
of  the  diplomats,  to  whom  the  gift  of  language  has 
been  granted  in  order  to  disguise  their  thoughts. 

.M.  I'. 


JEWISH  RESTRICTIONS, 

Kightecn  Jews  have  just  been  tried  at  Pinsk  on  a 
charge  of  unlawfully  trading  in  the  villages  of  the 
government  of  Minsk,  where  they  were  settled 
before  the  issue  of  the  Temporary  Regulations  of 
1X82  1  Count  Ignatieff's  May  Laws).  The  Court 
acquitted  fifteen  of  the  accused,  but  sentenced  three 
of  them  to  expulsion  and  the  confiscation  of  their 
property  for  having  traded  in  the  neighbouring 
villages,  instead  of  at  their  own  place  of  residence. 


The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  at  Kiev  has 
ordered  the  expulsion  from  the  town  of  the  Jewish 
pupils  of  the  Dental  School  as  not  being  entitled  to 
reside  there. 

The  Duma  has  unanimously  adopted  the  Qctobrot 
interpellation  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Interior  and  of 
Trade  calling  for  the  results  of  Senator  Manukhin's 
i  rive -.ligation  into  the  Lena  massacre. 


"  EMANCIPATE    THE  JEWS." 

Well-known    Conservative's  Striking 
Protest  Against  Oppression. 

Writing  in  his  own  paper,  the  Grajdamn,  Prince 
Meschersky,  one  of  the  best-known  Conservative-*  in 
Russia,  devotes  a  striking  article  to  the  Jewish 
question. 

He  begins  by  referring  to  the  anti-Semitic  address 
to  the  jury  delivered  by  the  Public  Prosecutor  at  the 
trial  of  Beilis,  and  to  the  continued  outbursts  of  rage 
on  the  part  of  the  Juda-ophobes.  While,  he  says,  it 
would  be  useless  to  argue  with  such  irresponsible 
madmen,  he  would  like  to  have  a  talk  with  those  who 
calmly  profess  anti-Jewish  sentiments.  He  agrees 
that  it  would  perhaps  have  been  better  if  there  had 
been  no  Jews  at  all  in  Russia,  where  they  number 
about  seven  millions  as  against  150  million  non-Jews. 
But  even  if  in  twenty  years'  time  they  have  increased 
to  ten  millions,  the  rest  of  the  population  will  by  then 
have  risen  to  200  millions.  The  wild  anti-Semites  are 
becoming  idiotic  in  their  rage.  Deputy  Nicholas 
Markoff,  for  instance,  would  exclude  the  Jews  from 
any  pursuits  that  bring  them  into  contact  with 
Christians,  on  the  ground  that  "  every  Jew  thirsts 
for  a  draught  of  young  Christian  blood.  ' 

The  Futility  of  Exclusion. 

What  would  be  the  consequence  of  removing  seven 
million  Jews  from  all  communion  with  Christians  ? 
As  it  is,  a  certain  percentage  of  Jews  who  are  deprived 
of  the  possibility  of  applying  their  education  to  useful 
work  engage  in  secret  political  activity  with  destruc- 
tive tendencies.  If  the  seven  millions  of  Jews  are  to 
be  excluded  from  everything,  what  other  course  will 
be  open  to  them  except  to  devote  themselves  to 
1  evolutionary  work  ?  Equally  ridiculous  is  the  pro- 
posed expulsion  of  all  the  Jews  from  Russia.  One 
Jud;eophobe  even  recommends  that  every  Jew  should 
receive  an  allowance  of  1,000  roubles  for  settling  in 
a  new  place  of  residence,  which  would  cost  Russia 
seven  milliard  roubles.  It  is  equally  futile  to  expect 
all  the  Jews  to  adopt  the  Orthodox  faith,  as  was  once 
suggested  to  the  writer  by  a  Jew  who  had  become  an 
atheist. 

But,  whether  one  looks  upon  the  solutions  sug- 
gested for  ridding  Russia  of  her  Jews  as  serious  or 
ridiculous,  not  one  of  them  is  feasible.  It  may  pos- 
sibly be  concluded  that  the  only  thing  possible  is  to 
reconcile  oneself  to  the  present  modus  vivendi. 
Prince  Meschersky,  however,  holds  the  opinion, 
which  is  shared  by  many  sensible  Russians,  that  the 
present  system  is  more  injurious  to  Russian  interests 
than  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  legal  equality 
for  Jews  would  be,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
present  system  privileges  one  class  of  Jews,  whe  are 
able  to  obtain  by  bribery  constant  infringements  of 
the  laws  in  their  personal  interest.  This  would  not 
be  the  case  if  the  Jew  had  the  same  rights  as  the 
Christian.  In  spite  of  the  anti-Semitic  utterances  of 
the  Public  Prosecutor  at  Kiev,  everybody  knows 
that  a  Jew  may  now  be  found  here  and  there  holding 
judicial  office,  and  the  same  is  true  of  the  other 
services.  If  the  Government  finds  such  Jews  not 
injurious  but  useful,  the  question  naturally  arises, 
why  should  they  be  admitted  to  Government  circles 
by  a  way  that  is  contrary  to  the  law,  instead  of  by 
the  lawful  process  of  equal  rights  ?  And,  if  they  are 
dangerous,  why  should  exceptions  be  made  for  indi- 
viduals and  the  masses  be  oppressed  ? 

Relations  between  Jews  and  their 
Neighbours. 

It  is  a  favourite  triok  with  the  Jud.eophobes  to 
justify  their  own  hatred  of  the  Jews  by  accusing  the 
latter  of  hatred  towards  Russia  and  the  Russians. 
Prince  Meschersky,  who  throughout  his  long  career 
has  had  ample  opportunities  of  observing  the  Jews, 
declares  that  it  is  an  utter  falsehood  to  represent  such 
hatred  as  a  characteristic  of  the  Jews.  Having  lived 
in  various  districts  of  the  Pale  for  three  whole  years, 
he  does  not  remember  a  single  case  of  the  slightest 
animosity  towards  Russia  or  anything  Russian,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  has  found  the  Jews  preserving  good 
relations  with  the  peasants.  He  was  frequently  told 
by  the  landowners  of  the  South-Western  provinces 
that  they  found  the  Jews  most  useful,  while  he  never 
heard  of  any  criminal  act  committed  by  a  Jew  against 
a  Christian  out  of  hatred.  His  experience  was  the 
same  in  the  North-Western  provinces,  where  he 
frequently  heard  the  Russian  landowners  express 
themselves  to  the  following  effect : — 

"  We  could  not  live  without  the  Jews.  It  is  true 
that  with  them  the  main  consideration  is  profit,  but 
there  is  no  service  that  the  Jew  could  not  perform. 
He  certainly  makes  a  profit  out  of  us,  but  then  he 
trusts  one's  word,  and  does  not  take  advantage  of  a 
man  when  he  is  in  difficulties.  On  the  contrary,  he 
comes  to  one's  assistance  in  the  hope  of  being 
rewarded  when  the  man  pulls  through." 

When  he  once  questioned  a  Jew  on  the  subject  he 
received  the  following  reply  : — 

"  Why  should  we  not  like  the  Russians,  through 
whom  I  earn  my  own  living  and  that  of  my  family  ? 


If  we  disliked  them  they  would  dislike  \&,  and  we 
should  lose  our  livelihood." 

But  the  wild  anti-Semites  cannot  grasp  the  simple 
truth  that  any  manifestation  of  hatred  towards  the 
Russians  would  thus  injure  in  the  first  pla^  e  the  Jews 
themselves.  The  enormous  majority  of  the  Jews  in 
Russia  are  poor  and  oppressed  by  the  laws,  winch 
the  well-to-do  Jews  can  disregard.  It  would  have 
been  natural  if  those  poor  people  had  manifested 
hatred  under  the  yoke  of  oppression;  but  nothing  of 
the  kind  is  to  be  observed.  A  friend  of  the  writer 
ence  visited  in  London  an  entire  quarter  inhabited  by 
Russian  Jews  who  had  been  forced  to  leave  their 
own  country,  He  had  expected  to  hear  them  curse 
Russia.  But  to  his  astonishment  he  was  received 
with  open  arms,  and  was  tuld  that  they  were  sorry 
to  have  had  to  leave  their  own  country,  which  they 
still  loved. 

One  must  be  a  degenerate  Russian  to  hate  seven 
million  Jews  for  their  alleged  oppression  of  150 
million  Russians,  and  those  who  trade  on  such 
Jud;eophobia  have  neither  love  for  nor  pride  in  their 
own  country.  The  emancipation  of  the  Jews  would 
put  an  end  to  the  monstrous  condition  of  affairs 
under  which  the  Jew  who  is  100  poor  to  bribe  is 
oppressed,  while  the  Jew  who  is  rich  enough  to  pay 
the  bribe  may  infringe  any  law.  Under  equal  con- 
ditions, which  would  stimulate  the  Russians  them- 
selves to  display  greater  energy  and  initiative,  150 
million  Russians  would  surely  be  a  match  for  seven 
million  Jews. 


FINNISH    OFFICIALS   IN  RUSSIAN 
PRISONS. 


More  Patriotic  Magistrates  Sentenced. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

Helsixgkors,  November  25th. 

The  conflicts  arising  out  of  the  Equality  Law 
continue  uninterruptedly.  The  latest  victims  of  the 
Russian  authorities  are  the  members  of  the  magis- 
tracy of  the  small  town  of  Yillmap.strand.  on  Lake 
Saime,  who  have  been  sentenced  to  a  year's  imprison- 
ment, with  loss  of  the  right  to  occupy  any  parochial 
or  State  position  for  six  years. 

What  is  particularly  outrageous  in  these  sentences 
is  that  not  only  are  they  the  result  of  a  policv  which 
shows  absolute  contempt  for  Finland's  constitutional 
rights,  but  they  are  directly  brought  about  by  the 
Russian  authorities  in  Finland,  and  in  particular  by 
Governor  General  Seyn.  Many  of  the  Russian 
applicants  for  trading  rights  who  have  approached 
the  different  magistracies  have  done  so  in  obedience 
to  orders,  and  when,  in  accordance  with  Finnish  law, 
they  apply  to  the  Governor  .of  the  province,  that 
official  rejects  their  application.  Russiaa  trade 
interests  in  Finland  are  hardly  advanced  by  the 
Equality  Law,  since  it  is  obvious  that  a  Russian 
merchant  who  has  caused  Finnish  magistrates  to  be 
imprisoned  in  Russia  and  then  opens  a  business  in 
Finland  is  not  likely  to  secure  many  Finnish  cus- 
tomers. Several  Russian  merchants  have  been 
obliged  to  close  their  businesses  for  this  very 
reason. 

The  antiquated  anti-Jewish  legislation  and  the 
Jewish  persecutions  in  Russia  have  resulted  in  very 
considerable  numbers  of  Jews  approaching  a  Finnish 
clergyman  with  the  request  that  they  might  be 
baptised  into  the  Lutheran  religion,  in  the  hope  that 
in  this  way  they  might  obtain  citizen  rights  in  their 
native  land.  During  the  spring  and  summer  the 
clergyman  in  question  baptised  a  large  number  of 
these  Jews.  The  Russian  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
however,  said  that  he  could  not  allow  Jews  in  large 
numbers  to  adopt  Christianity  in  order  to  obtain 
greater  citizen  rights,  and  declared  the  baptisms  of 
no  avail.  They  should  first,  he  explained,  have 
obtained  the  permission  of  the  Government  to 
embrace  the  Lutheran  faith.  If  the  Jews  had 
embraced  the  Greek-Orthodox  faith,  as  tar  as  can 
be  judged,  no  obstacles  would  have  been  put  in 
their  way. 

In  Finland  persons  of  the  Jewish  religion  also 
suffer  from  antiquated  legislation.  The  Finnish  Diet 
has  long  recognised  this  injustice,  and  has  requested 
the  Government  to  bring  forward  a  Bill  giving  Jews 
resident  in  Finland  full  citizen  rights.  For  many 
years  the  Diet  has  waited  for  this  measure ;  but  the 
stagnation  in  all  constructive  legislation  in  Finland 
as  a  result  of  the  present  destructive  regime,  and 
the  anti-Semitic  tendencies  prevailing  in  Russia 
render  such  a  Bill  out  of  the  question  at  present. 

The  notorious  chief  of  police  at  Tammerfors.  M. 
Blafield,  of  whom  I  wrote  in  my  last  letter,  has  now 
been  dismissed. 


The  Prefect  of  Moscow  has  fined  the  editor  of  the 
Russkia  Vycdomosli  500  roubles,  with  the  alternative 
of  three  months'  imprisonment,  for  having  published 
an  article  entitled  "  Moscow  and  its  Mayoralty.  ' 
dealing  with  the  fact  that  owing  to  Government 
intrigues  Moscow  is  still  without  a  Mayor. 
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[One  Pennt. 


THE  PRICE  OF  BUREAUCRACY. 


We  have  frequently  drawn  attention  to  the 
deplorable  public  health  conditions  prevailing 
in  Russia,  and  have  quoted  statistics,  whose 
accuracy  is  beyond  question,  to  show  that  the 
vitality  of  the  nation  is  being  sapped  in  a 
manner  and  at  a  rate  which  can  only  be  described 
as  alarming.  The  two  prime  duties  of  a  State, 
according  to  modern  conceptions  of  statesman- 
ship, are  to  care  for  the  minds  ard  the  bodies  of 
its  subjects  ;  in  Russia  both  duties  are  dis- 
regarded with  equal  thoroughness.  The  vast 
masses  which  in  the  last  resort  constitute  the 
strength  of  the  nation  are  reared  in  spiritual 
and  intellectual  darkness,  and  at  the  same  time 
exposed  without  any  attempt  at  protection  to  all 
those  bodily  diseases  which  only  require  a  favour- 
able soil  to  propagate  themselves  with  deadly 
effect.  In  the  matter  of  public  health,  as  in  that 
of  public  education,  this  apathy  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  is  deliberate,  for  the  physical 
degeneration  of  the  Russian  people  has  been  a 
subject  of  general  and  pointed  comment  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  nothing  has  been  done  to 
check  its  progress  ;  indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  it 
is  not  only  tolerated  but  actually  encouraged  by 
the  administrative  authorities,  who  gain  the 
most  important  part  of  their  revenue  from  the 
,i,i,o.ii;.-if;^.-  tyt  +he  iM.j.;««  Thsi'i  •-•  iy>  more 
powerful  ally  of  disease  than  alcohol,  and  the 
Government's  drink  monopoly,  which  is  so  admi- 
nistered as  practically  to  force  liquor  of  the 
most  pernicious  variety  down  the  throats  of  the 
peasants,  furnishes  a  third  of  the  State 
income.  This  condition,  operating  hand  in 
hand  with  the  lack  of  sanitary  provision, 
malnutrition,  abysmal  ignorance,  and  moral 
decrepitude,  produces  effects  all  over  the 
Empire  which  force  themselves  upon  the  atten- 
tion even,  of  those  who  would  prefer  not  to 
observe  .  them.  An  arresting  picture  of  the 
general  state  of  affairs  in  Russia  as  regards 
public  health  has  been  furnished  by  Professor 
Xovombergsky,  who  bears  the  reputation  of 
being  one  of  the  foremost  medical  authorities  in 
that  country.  Politically  Professor  Xovom- 
bergsky  is  a  Conservative,  so  that  he  cannot  be 
suspected  of  any  interested  desire  to  damage  the 
present  regime;  and  yet  the  pamphlet  he  has 
just  issued  constitutes  one  of  the  most  fatal 
indictments  of  the  Administration  that  have  ever 
been  penned. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Maneliester  Guardian 
for  a  summary  of  this  remarkable  document, 
^ome  of  whose  leading  points  we  reproduce.  The 
formidable  array  of  statistics  which  Professor 
Xovombergsky  marshals  with  compelling  effect 
includes  several  details  which  will  be  familiar  to 
our  readers ;  they  will,  however,  bear  repetition, 
especially  since  they  acquire  a  new  significance 
from  their  collection  in  this  fashion,  and  from 
the  comparisons  that  are  instituted  between 
Russia  and  other  European  countries.  For 
instance,  we  are  told  that  whereas  the  number  of 
people  at  working  age  (between  the  ages  of 
twenty  and  sixty)  is  in  France  52'4,  in  England 
47-5,  and  in  Germany  47'0  per  cent,  of  the  total 
population,  in  Russia  the  percentage  is  only  44'*. 
The  significance  of  this  abnormally  low  propor- 
tion of  labour  power  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Russian  State  will  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  view  of 


the  parade  of  Russia's*  industrial  development 
that  is  now  being  made.  It  is  a  favourite  boast 
in  bureaucratic  circles  ttat,  in  spite  of  Russia's 
heavy  mortality,  her  population  increases  at  a 
remarkable  rate.  In  this  connection  it  is  instruc- 
tive to  find  that,  among  el'ery  100,000  inhabitants, 
France  has  51  who  are  4caf  and  dumb,  England 
72,  Germany  86.  and  Rhssia  99.  The  statistics 
dealing  with  blindness  tire  even  more  startling. 
In  Germany  there  are  GO,  in  England  78,  in 
France  84,  and  in  Rus-  ia  no  fewer  than  197 
blind  persons  for  every  100,000  of  the  popula- 
tion. These  figures  justify  the  description  of 
R  ussia  as  the  "  kingdom  of  the  dark.''  As  to  the 
general  death-rate,  whereas  in  England  it  is 
13'S,  in  Germany  l'i'2,'jand  in  France  17*9,  in 
Russia  it  is  305  per  thousand  inhabitants. 
"Russia,"  says  Professor  Novombergsky,  "is 
among  civilised  nation^  a  cemetery  of  unique 
dimensions.'"  We  are  pot  given,  in  the  sum- 
mary before  us,  the  statistics  relating  to  those 
terrible  epidemics  which  periodically  sweep 
through  vast  tracts  of  [the  country,  and  which 
find  the  path  prepared  p'or  them  by  the  condi- 
tions we  have  already  jdescribed ;  but  we  are 
fold  that  in  1910  the  ijimber  of  working  days 
lost  by  the  population  through  sickness  amounted 
to  2,339  millions,  which  even  at  a  shilling  a  day 
means  an  economic  loss  to  the  country  of  over 
£100,000,000.  Finally,  the  general  physical 
d2-r: -ration  of  the  pt*sffc  is  illustrated  by  the 
fact  that,  in  spite  of  the  constant  lowering  of 
the  standard  for  Army  recruits,  the  percentage 
of  young  people  found  unsuitable  by  the 
military  authorities  rose  from  13'1  in  the  years 
1874-1883  to  19  4  in  1894-1901  and  24  2  in  1909. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  point  the  moral  of  these 
figures,  which  tell  a  tale  of  decay  without  parallel 
in  the  modern  civilised  world.  The  Russian 
Government,  it  is  clear,  places  no  value  upon  the 
health  of  the  Russian  citizen,  and  it  is  equally 
clear  that  the  State  suffers  thereby,  in  every  way, 
to  an  extent  that  is  incalculable.  Even  from  the 
narrow  point  of  view  of  national  defence,  as  we 
have  seen,  the  effect  of.  such^  indifference  is 
calamitous.  But  the  Government  does  not  lift  a 
finger  to  heal  the  disease  which  is  striking  at  the 
heart  of  the  nation  ;  and  not  only,  through  its 
encouragement  of  drunkenness,  does  it  assist  the 
disease  to  spread,  but  it  hampers  at  every  turn 
the  work  of  the  Zemttvos  and  other  local  bodies 
that  have  endeavoured  to  palliate  the  evil.  The 
fact  is,  as  we  have  pointed  out  on  previous  occa- 
sions, that  the  bureaucracy  relies  upon  the 
degeneracy  of  the  proletariat — physical,  mental, 
and  moral — to  keep  itself  in  power,  knowing 
well  enough  that  with  the  rise  of  a  healthy  and 
enlightened  population  its  own  knell  would  be 
sounded.  This  fact  has  been  openly  avowed  in 
the  past  by  Russia's  rulers,  and  to-day  it  is  still 
the  key  to  the  general  situation.  And  these  are 
the  men  who  claim  to  be  the  torch  bearers  of 
civilisation  inPersia,in  Mongolia,and  in  Armenia  ! 
The  Russian  Government  and  civilisation  ! — the 
two  terms  are  plainly  in  the  most  hopeless  anti- 
thesis. 


It  is  now  stated  that  the  Duma  recess  will  last  till 
January  29th,  instead  of  January  23rd,  as  previously 
announced. 

The  condemned  Temperance  Brothers  have  lodged 
an  appeal  with  the  High  Court  of  Moscow  against 
the  sentences  passed  on  them  by  the  District  Court 
of  Vladimir. 


OCTOBRIST  SPLIT. 

Sudden   Secession   of  the  Left  Wing 
in  the  Duma. 

The  doubts  expressed  whether  the  Octobrists 
would  have  the  courage  to  act  up  to  the  brave  reso- 
lutions passed  at  their  recent  Conference  appear  to 
have  been  not  without  justification. 

At  a  stormy  meeting  of  the  Octobrht  deputies  held 
recently,  a  motion  introduced  by  twenty-two  mem- 
bers, headed  by  M.  Opotchinin,  proposing  that  the 
party  should  act  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of 
the  Conference,  and  that  a  system  of  obligatory 
voting  should  be  adopted  for  the  Ociobrist  members 
of  the  Duma,  was  defeated  by  42  votes  to  25. 

Another  resolution  proposed  by  Count  Bimnigsen, 
who  was  anxious  to  reconcile  both  wings  of  the  party, 
was  adopted  by  41  votes  to  18.  This  resolution 
declared  that  the  Octobrists  had  not  deviated  in  the 
fourth  Duma  from  the  resolution  passed  at  the  Con- 
ference, and  that  by  continuing  that  course  they  were 
respecting  the  decisions  of  the  Conference. 

At  the  termination  of  the  meeting  the  Left  wing  of 
the  Octobrists  informed  the  Parliamentary  leader  of 
the  party,  M.  Antonoff,  of  their  intention  to  withdraw 
from  the  party,  although  strenuous  efforts  were  made 
to  induce  them  to  reconsider  their  decision. 

Subsequently  the  secession  of  eighteen  deputies, 
including  M.  Homyakoff,  a  former  President  of  the 
Duma,  was  announced.  The  number  of  the  seceders 
is  expected  to  reach  twenty-five. 

In  closing  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  party 
held  on  the  15th  inst.,  M.  Nicholas  Antonoff 
announced  that  this  was  the  last  occasion  on  which 
he  would  occupy  the  chair,  as  he  was  resigning  his 

!t!'"l?rSti'n   of  tl,c   rinni-i    nirty      M    T^orl /|3nt/o)  the 

President  of  the  Duma,  attended  the  meeting. 

The  seceders,  who  have  already  been  nicknamed 
the  "  Novembrists."  although  withdrawing  from  the 
Octobrist  group  in  the  Duma,  have  not  ceased  their 
connection  with  the  general  organisation  of  the 
Octobrist  party  in  the  country. 

Their  withdrawal  from  the  official  Parliamentary 
group  will  be  keenly  felt  by  their  remaining  col- 
leagues, as  the  seceders  include  the  most  able 
workers  on  the  various  Committees,  and  without 
their  assistance  the  Octobri>ts  will  hardly  be  able  to 
maintain  themselves  for  any  length  of  time  as  an 
independent  party. 


ILL-FATED   TEMPERANCE  BILL. 


Upper  House  Again  Postpones  its 
Discussion. 


On  the  motion  of  the  leader  of  the  Centre  group, 
M.  Neidhardt,  supported  by  M.  Gurko,  the  Council 
of  State  has  postponed  discussion  of  the  Govern- 
ment's Bill  for  Combating  Drunkenness,  which  was 
passed  by  the  third  Duma. 

Count  Witte  protested  in  vain  against  a  further 
postponement  of  the  Bill,  which  had  already  been 
kept  waiting  about  the  Legislative  Chambers  for  five 
years.  The  country,  he  said,  would  justly  interpret 
such  delay  as  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  Council  of 
State  to  give  its  consideration  10  the  Bill. 

In  the  lobbies  of  the  Upper  Chambrr  the  post- 
ponement is  att'ibuied  to  M.  Durnovo's  desire  to 
have  the  Bill  discussed  in  the  ab>ence  ot  Count 
Witte.  The  latter,  however,  has  resolved  to  abandon 
his  projected  journey  to  Biarritz  Tn  Februaiy,  and  to 
remain  in  St.  Petersburg  until  tue  Bill  comes  on  for 
discussion,  since,  in  spite  of  its  shortcomings,  he 
considers  the  Bill  as  it  stands  to  bs  a  measure  of 
some  usefulness. 

On  being  asked  by  one  of  his  colleagues  whv  he 
was  so  much  concerned  about  the  Bill,  Count  Witte 
replied  : — 

"  I  am  concerned  about  it  because  it  is  my  own 
work.  They  call  m.  the  father  of  the  drink  mono- 
poly, and  I  do  not  deny  ii.  I  am  the  father  of  the 
child  that  was  born  in  1903.  nut  I  wante  1  to  make 
the  girl  an  honest  woman,  whereas  she  h  s  been 
brought  up  by  other  prison^  in  such  a  way  that  she 
is  now  walking  the  Nevsky  Prospeki.  I  in  ended 
her  for  an  honest  life,  nnd  not  for  one  of  vice.  My 
heart  aches  on  her  account." 
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RUSSIA  WANTS   52  MILLIONS. 

State  Loan  Masquerading  as  a  Private 
Railway  Issue. 

In  Darkest  Russia  of  April  2nd  last  I  had  occa- 
sion to  refer  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  Russian 
Government  in  connection  with  the  project  of  a  new- 
foreign  loan.  That  scheme  h?d  proved  unfeasible  at 
the  close  of  1912  and  in  the  early  part  of  1913,  owing 
to  the  events  in  the  Balkans  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  depressed  state  ot  the  European  money-market 
on  the  other.  Hut  the  Russian  Government  had  only 
temporarily  renounced  its  scheme,  and  it  is  now  busy 
once  mo  e  with  preparations  for  a  foreign  loan.  The 
following  communication,  which  appeared  .n  the 
financial  section  of  the  'Journal  of  November  23rd, 
shows  how  the  matter  stands: — 

"  M.  Kokovtsoff  has  informed  a  correspondent 
of  the  Vclchenuyc  Vrcmya  that  the  French 
Government  consents  to  the  tlotation  of  a  Russian 
railway  loan.  The  loan  will  be  issued  imme- 
diately after  the  French  loan  of  1,300  million 
francs.  The  Russian  loan  will  amount  to  half  a 
milliard  roubles,  and  will  be  distributed  between 
the  various  private  railway  companies.  For  the 
purpose  of  a  Slate  guarantee  the  sanction  of  the' 
Duma  is  not  nccessarv.'' 

The   Pogrom  Argument. 

As  will  be  seen,  the  new  loan  is  a  revival  of  the 
scheme  I  referred  to  in  Darkest  Russia  nearly  nine 
mon'hs  ago,  with  the  sole  difference  that  in  the 
present  scheme  the  amount  of  the  issue  is  nearly 
doubled.  Whereas  last  year  only  a  loan  of  28  millions 
sterling  was  in  contemplation,  the  present  loan  is  to 
figure  at  half  a  milliard  roubles,  or  over  52  millions 
sterling. 

The  question  of  the  loan  is  of  such  great  import- 
ance to  the  Russian  Government  that  by  way  of  pre- 
paration M .  Kokovtsoff  came  to  Paris  in  person  in 
order  to  negot  iate  with  the  French  financiers  and  the 
French  Government.  His  visit  coincided  with  the 
trial  of  the  so-called  "  Beilis  case,"  which  in  reality 
was  the  trial  of  he  Russian  Reaction.  This  coinci- 
dence gave  occasion  to  an  independent  organ  of  the 
French  Press  to  reproach  the  Russian  Premier  with 
having  chosen  that  moment  with  a  view  to  "  black- 
mailing" the  hading  Jewish  bankers  on  the  Paris 
Exchange  by  inducing  them  to  be  more  tractable 
with  regard  to  the  loan  under  the  threat  of  Jewish 
pogroms  in  Russia. 

War  Requirements. 

I  do  not  know  whether  M.  Kokovtsoff  succeeded  in 
frightening  the  Paris  Exchange  with  the  prospect  of 
Jewish  pogroms  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  Russian 
Autocracy  is  taking  advantage  of  Franco-German 
enmity  in  its  endeavours  to  secure  the  loan.  There 
is  no  douht  that  the  Russian  Government  has  clearly 
stated  that,  in  case  of  a  conflict  with  Germany,  it 
could  only  support  France  if  the  latter  were  to  lend 
it  money  for  the  development  of  its  railway  system. 
This  manner  of  putting  the  question  is  reflected  in 
an  ariicle  by  M.  Monthoron,  the  financial  editor  of 
the  Journal,  who  on  December  14th  wrote  : — 

"  We  must  hold  ourselves  ready  for  every 
eventuality.     One  of  the  first  cares  of  every 
Gov>  rnment  that  is  solicitous  for  the  defence  of 
the  country  must  be  to  ensure  that  defence  in 
such  a  manner  that  we  in  France  should  not  be 
called  upon,  in  the  event  of  a  conflict,  to  support 
alone  the  first  onslaught  of  the  Triplice.  For 
this  pu' pose  it  is  necessary  at  all  costs  to  assist 
our  friend  and  ally  to  carry  out  a  rapid  mobilisa- 
tion on  its  Western  frontier.    This  is  the  impor- 
tant task  which  M.  Delcasse  has  pursued  in  St. 
Petersburg.    It  is  with  a  view  to  its  realisation 
that  engagements  have  recently  been  entered 
into  in   high  quarters,  before  the  rise  of  M. 
Doumergue  to  power,  with  the  object  of  securing 
the  speedy  completion  of  the  Russian  railway 
loan  by  J  inuary  15th  at  the  latest." 
It  is  evident  that  these  arguments  were  derived  by 
the  French  journalist  from  Russian  official  circles, 
while  i  is  still  more  evident  that  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment is  taking  advantage   of  its  diplomatic  and 
mihlarv  alliance  with   France  to  insert  its  greedy 
hand  into  I  he  pockets  of  the  French  rentiers,  whom 
it  is  frightening  with   the  spectre  of  a  German 
invasion. 

"All   the   Features  of  a   State  Loan." 

A»  a  nwl  r  of  fact,  however,  the  Government  is 
now  pr<  p.iring  a  loan,  not  so  much  on  account  of 
iterations  of  foreign  policy,  as  for  the  sake  of 
the  requirements  of  its  internal  policy.  This  was 
pointed  out  by  M.  Shingareff  in  an  article  in  the 
Retch  ot  November  20th. 

'What,  after  all,  is  it  all  about?"  asks  M.  Shin- 
gareff. "About  private  railway  loans  I  Hut,  then, 
why  should  the  highest  officer  of  the  Empire  go  to 
Paris  10  orange  them  ?  What  is  his  part  in  the 
concern  ?    Since  when  and  why  -hould  the  task  of 


negotiating  private  railway  loans  be  taken  off  the 
shoulders  of  the  companies  that  own  the  lines  and 
devolve  upon  the  Minister  of  Finance  ?  .  .  .  If,  at 
the  moment  of  its  conclusion,  the  loan  has  no  connec- 
tion with  any  particular  railway  companies  and  the 
proceeds  do  not  go  direct  to  such  companies,  but  to 
some  special  account  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance, 
such  a  loan  bears  all  the  features  of  a  State  loan." 
Such  is  the  opinion  of  M.  Shingareti. 

Out   of  the  Duma's  Control. 

Hut  if  the  loan  in  question  is  a  State  loan,  by 
Article  31  of  the  Duma  Constitution  and  Article  118 
of  the  Fundamental  Laws  it  can  only  be  issued  with 
the  knowledge  and  sanction  of  the  Duma.  M.  Kokov  t- 
soff, however,  means  to  do  without  that  sanction, 
and  has  already  told  the  representative  of  the 
Vetchemcye  Vrcmya  that,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is 
a  "private"  railway  loan,  it  does  rot  require  the 
consent  of  the  Duma,  It  is  clear  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  devised  a  loan  cf  such  peculiar  character, 
and  concealed  the  credit  of  the  State  behind  the 
mask  of  a  private  issue,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
carry  out  the  operation  without  the  control  even  of 
so  imperfect  and  undemocratic  a  representative 
body  as  the  fourth  Duma,  which  was  elected  on  the 
doctored  franchise  law  of  June  17th,  1907. 

As  a  matter  of  form  the  loan  is  being  raised  on 
behalf  of  private  railway  companies,  the  Minister 
merely  playing  the  part  of  their  broker  or  commercial 
traveller.  Hut  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  being  con- 
tracted by  the  Government  and  is  to  go  to  the  chest 
of  the  Autocracy,  which  will,  of  course,  dispose  of  the 
borrowed  proceeds  according  to  its  own  sweet  will. 

It  must  be  further  borne  in  mind  that,  in  view  of 
the  small  returns  of  Russian  railways,  the  new  loan, 
guaranteed  by  the  Government,  will  impose  on  the 
State  Treasury — that  is  to  say,  on  the  nation — another 
heavy  burden.  The  guarantee  will  have  to  be  met, 
and  at  the  present  moment '  Russia's  economic  and 
financial  condition  is  far  from  being  so  flourishing  as 
to  warrant  the  undertaking  of  new  liabilities. 

The   Illusory  "Free  Balance." 

It  is  true  that  M.  Kokovtsoff  and  his  supporters  in 
the  Press  are  fond  of  pointing  out  that  the  Russian 
Treasury  is  in  possession  of  a  large  "  free  balance." 
As  recently  as  November,  :27th  the  Tern's  declared 
that  "  the  rapid  increase  in  the  disposable  funds  of 
the  Treasury  constitutes  one  of  the  characteristics  of 
Russia's  economic  development  during  the  past  few 
years."  But,  as  1  have  already  had  occasion  to  explain 
to  the  readers  of  Darkest  Russia  (see  issue  of  April 
2nd,  1913).  this  "  tree  balance  "  is  of  an  altogether 
illusory  character,  for  it  is  based  not  so  much  on 
the  economic  progress  of  the  country  as  on  the 
risky  financial  operations  of  its  Kokovtsoff s.  By 
means  of  loans  the  Government  replenishes  the  free 
balance  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  getting  more  and 
more  entangled  in  debt  it  creates  the  fiction  and  the 
illusion  of  a  balanced  Budget  and  financial  prosperity. 
The  very  fact  that  the  Government  which  in  1906 
and  1909  contracted  two  enormons  foreign  loans, 
amounting  together  to  120  millions  sterling,  finds  itself 
compelled  in  1913  to  apply  again  to  foreign  creditors 
in  order  to  effect,  in  a  masked  form,  a  new  loan  of 
over  52  millions,  showsi  clearly  enough  that  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Autocracy  is  far  from 
prosperous. 

The  Government  is  naturally  trying  to  conceal  its 
difficulties,  and  for  that  purpose  it  is  taking  the  unpre- 
cedented and  disgraceful  step  of  performing  a 
"  quick-change  turn,"  contracting  a  State  loan  under 
the  disguise  of  private  business,  and  thereby  violating 
the  Constitution  and  the  Fundamental  Laws  granted 
by  the  Monarch  himself. 

G.  Alexixsky. 


M.    KOKOVTSOFF'S  PESSIMISM. 


Finance  Minister  Explains  Why  He 
Went  to  Paris. 


IvI.  Kokovtsoff  gave  a  gloomy  description  of  the 
present  state  of  the  international  money-market  to  a 
deputation  from  the  Don  Cossack  province  which 
waited  upon  him  on  the  i^ih  inst.  to  petition  that  the 
new  railway  from  Saratov  should  be  laid  through 
Mariupol  to  some  port  on  the  Sea  of  Azov,  instead  of 
being  taken  to  the  Black] Sea  via  Alexandrovsk. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  replied  that  he  could  not 
give  a  definite  reply,  .because  there  were  rival 
schemes ;  personally,  however,  he  would  prefer  a 
Saratov-Azov  line  as  being  the  shortest  and  the 
cheapest.  When  a  concession  was  applied  for,  the 
applicants  always  declarted  they  had  the  money,  but 
these  asseverations  were  nothing  but  grandmothers' 
tales,  and  in  the  end  the  concessionnaircs  invariably 
applied  for  money  to  the  Government. 

At  p-esent,  said  M.  Kokovtsoff,  he  was  being 
reproached  with  his  journey  to  Paris,  whither  he  was 
siid  to  have  gone  to  find  tfioney  f  rom  "Jewish  banks." 
These  statements,  too,  were  mere  grandmothers'  tales. 
Ft  was  not  a  matter  of  "  Jewish  banks ;    the  fact  was 


that  Russia  stood  in  need  of  money  for  private  rail- 
way construction.  So  far  concessions  had  beets 
granted  up  to  900  million  roubles,  without  counting 
those  lines  to  be  built  out  of  the  resources  of  the 
Treasury,  while  money  was  somewhat  tight.  The 
international  money-market  only  allowed  of  the 
disposal  of  from  250  to  300  million  roubles  per  annum. 
France  was  in  possession  of  uninvested  savings  to  the 
amount  of  from  2  \  to  3  milliard  francs,  while  the 
universal  demand  reached  the  figure  of  7  milliards. 

His  journey  abroad  had  been  absolutely  necessary, 
and  had  resulted  in  his  securing  for  the  next  three 
years  from  250  to  300  million  roubles  per  annum, 
which  would  make  it  possible  to  carry  out  during  that 
period  the  railway  concessions  already  granted. 

He  expected  the  money-market  to  remain  in  the 
same  depressed  condition  for  another  three  or  four 
years.  The  position  of  Bulgaria,  for  instance,  was 
desperate,  as  it  could  not  even  pay  the  short-term  bonds 
of  its  Treasury.  Bulgaria  was  sending  oae  Minister 
after  another  through  Europe  in  order  to  raise  money 
at  any  rate  of  interest  ;  but  the  money  was  not  forth- 
coming, not  because  there  was  no  desire  to  give  it 
but  because  there  was  none  to  be  had. 

Characteristic,  too,  was  the  experience  of  the  City 
of  St.  Petersburg,  which  had  found  the  terms  of  the 
French  bankers  too  heavy.  At  the  same  time- 
France  was  the  only  abundant  money-market  of  thc- 
world.  No  hopes  could  be  entertained  from  America 
or  Germany,  since  there  was  no  money  there.  And 
when  the  City  of  St.  Petersburg  applied  to  London, 
it  was  offered  20  millions  instead  of  the  60  millions 
it  required,  and  that  only  in  instalments  spreading 
over  ten  months. 

M.  Kokovtsoff's  speech  has  had  the  not  altogether 
intended  effect  of  producing  something  like  a  panic 
on  the  St.  Petersburg  Stock  Exchange,  where  a  few 
days  ago  all  securities  experienced  a  fall.  Several  of 
them  declined  by  as  much  as  from  10  to  30  per 
cent.,  and  the  rente  did  not  escape  the  general 
depression.  The  Premier  has  declared  himself 
amazed  at  the  effect  of  his  speech,  from  which, 
he  says,  no  such  absurd  conclusions  should  have 
been  drawn  as  that  a  deterioration  of  the  Russian 
money  market  had  set  in. 


NEW   PRESS  BIbL. 


The  Censorship  on  Foreign  Publications. 


On  the  13th  inst.  the  Duma  Press  Committee  dis- 
cussed at  great  length  Clause  115  of  the  Govern- 
ments Press  Bill.  This  clause  relates  to  the  foreign 
censorship,  to  which  all  printed  works  coming  from 
abroad  are  subjected,  while  Clause  116  subjects  all 
periodical  publications  coming  from  abroad  to  revi- 
sion by  a  censorship  established  in  connection  with 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department. 

Count  Bennigsen  (Octobrist)  insisted  on  the  reten- 
tion of  the  foreign  censorship,  but  demanded  that  it 
should  be  exercised  within  fixed  limits. 

A  Polish  deputy,  M.  Parczewski,  pointed  out  that 
the  foreign  censorship  hindered  the  importation  of 
scientific  works  into  Russia. 

M.  Gerassimoff  (Cadet)  said  that  while  the  censor- 
ship interfered  with  the  admission  of  scientific  works, 
it  proved  powerless  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
revolutionary  publications,  against  which  it  was 
ostensibly  directed. 

Profes-or  Miliukoff  (Cadet)  said  that  so  archaic 
and  humiliating  an  institution  as  the  foreign  censor- 
ship should  have  been  abolished  immediately  after 
1905,  as  a  useless  fragment  of  the  "  Chinese  Wall " 
that  separated  Russia  from  Europe.  Those  Russians 
who  read  foreign  works  did  not  require  to  be  pro- 
tected by  the  censorship.  These  artificial  prohi- 
bitions had  given  rise  to  a  new  kind  of  industry  in 
Germany,  where  Russian  works  were  sold  bearing 
sensational  titles,  the  interest  in  which  was  exclu- 
sively fostered  by  the  Russian  censorship.  The 
latter,  however,  could  not  prevent  the  free  circula- 
tion of  revolutionary  publications  throughout  Russia. 
He  therefore  demanded  a  judicial  instead  of  an 
administrative  system  of  repression. 

The  Cadet  motion  was  rejected  by  14  votes  to  9, 
and  clause  115  was  carried  in  the  form  recommended 
by  the  Government,  with  the  addition  of  Count 
Bcnnigscn's  amendment,  which  fixes  a  fortnight's 
limit  for  the  exercise  of  the  foreign  censorship  over 
books. 

Clause  116  was  likewise  carried  in  the  form  pro- 
posed by  the  Government,  with  the  addition  of  Count 
Bennigsens  amendment,  which  fixes  a  limit  of 
twelve  hours  for  the  period  within  which  foreign 
newspapers  introduced  into  Russia  maybe  censored. 


The  Governor  of  Grodno  has  refused  permission 
to  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  League  to  establish  a  branch 
at  Byalystok. 

A  Government  Commission  of  Inquiry  has  arrived 
at  Tula  to  investigate  the  circumstances  of  the  expul- 
sion from  that  town  of  a  Jewish  furniture-dealer 
named  Isaacson.  The  latter.it  is  stated,  was  expelled 
because  he  insisted  on  demanding  payment  for 
furniture  supplied  by  him  to  the  Governor  of  Tula. 


December  i>4.  1!U;>. 
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NOTES. 


The  "  Novembrists." 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  serious  split  in 
the  Octobrist  ranks.  The,  Left  wing  of  the  party 
in  the  Duma  seem  to  have  called  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  decisions  arrived  at  by  the  recent 
Octobrist  Conference  with  rather  mere  insistence 
than  commended  itself  to  the  less  advanced 
section,  and  on  the  defeat  of  their  proposal  to 
introduce  a  system  of  compulsory  voting  in  regard 
to  Duma  matters  announced  their  intention  of 
leaving:  the  party.  It  is  expected  that  twenty- 
five  of  their  number  will  cany  this  threat  into 
action,  and  they  include  some  of  the  ablest 
members  of  the  party.  At  the  same  time,  how- 
ever, the  '"  Novembrists,"  as  the  secedcrs  have 
keen  dubbed,  have  no  intention  of  cutting  them- 
selves off  from  the  general  Octobrist  organisation, 
merelv  claiminsr  independence  of  action  in  the 
Duma.  It  is  difficult  to  foretell  what  wrill  be  the 
consequences  of  this  new  movement.  If  it  has  the 
effect  of  tln'owing  the  "  Right  "  Octobrists  back 
into  the  arms  of  the  Nationalists,  whence  they 
have  but  lately  torn  themselves  away,  there  will  be 
serious  cause  to  deplore  the  secession.  If,  however, 
the  result  is  that  the  bulk  of  the  party  follow 
in  the  footsteps  of  the  advanced  few  (and  in 
view  of  the  eminence  of  the  latter  such  a  develop- 
ment is  by  no  means  improbable),  the  ranks  of 
the  Opposition  will  receive  a  very  notable  addi- 
tion, and,  even  though  some  of  the  "  wobblers  " 
throw  in  their  lot  with  the  Right  parties,  there 
will  be  a  clear  majority  in  the  Duma  for  Liberal 
reform.  Whatever  the  issue,  however,  one 
cannot  but  sympathise  with  the  action  of 
the  protectants.  We  have  had  enough  of  Octo- 
brist timidity  and  treachery,  and  the  continua- 
tion of  an  equivocal  policy  after  the  clear 
trumpet-call  of  the  Conference  would  properly 
and  inevitably  lead  to  the  final  disruption  of  the 
party.   

What  Siberia  Means. 

Our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  sends  us  a 
report  received  by  him  from  the  political  exiles 
settled  at  Kolpashevo,  in  which  the  inhumanity 
of  the  regime  to  which  these  unfortunate  men 
and  women  are  subjected  is  set  out  in  consider- 
able detail.  By  law  the  Government  is  bound  to 
support  the  victims  of  its  displeasure,  who  are 
frequently  consigned  to  the  living  tomb  of 
Siberia  without  trial  or  inquiry.  The  miserable 
pittance  assigned  to  them,  however,  does  not 
suffice  to  provide  them  with  even  the  barest 
necessities  of  life,  and  lately  they  have  been  pre- 
vented from  eking  it  out  by  co-operative  provi- 
sioning, by  obtaining  charitable  relief,  and  even 
by  seeking  odd  jobs  that  may  bring  them  in  a 
few  kopecks.  When  it  is  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment's food  allowance  amounts  to  3fd.  a  day,  it 
will  be  realised  how  desperate  is  the  plight  of 
these  poor  exiles.  Within  the  past  few  months, 
however,  even  this  dole,  together  with  the 
wretched  clothing  and  lodging  allowances,  has 
been  withheld  in  a  number  of  cases,  with  results 
that  one  does  not  care  to  contemplate.  Our 
correspondent  adds  that,  intolerable  as  is  the 
position  of  those  who  have  been  sent  into  exile 
by  administrati ve  order,  those  who  have  been 
depor'ed  after  enjoying  the  privilege  of  a  trial 
or  serving  a  sentence  of  penal  servitude  are  sub- 
jected to  even  more  appalling  conditions.  Per- 
haps some  of  our  countrymen  will  spare  a 
thought,  during  their  Christmas  festivities  for 
these  starving  exiles,  and  ask  themselves  whether 


the  requirement.- of  the  En'-  tite  "  really  demand 
that  the  British  people  should  refrain  from 
expressing  its  detestation  of  such  inhuman  prac- 
tices. 

The  52-Miliion  Loan. 

The  article  we  publish  this  week  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Russian  loan  makes  it  clear  that  the 
Russian  Government  is  endeavouring  to  launch 
an  issue  of  fifty-two  millions  sterling  without 
going  to  the  Duma  for  its  sanction.  That  is  one 
of  the  great  advantages  to  the  bureaucracy  of  the 
"  private  railway "  disguise,  which  is  further 
intended  to  conceal  from  the  investing  public  the 
fact  that  Russian  finances  are  in  an  extremely  bad 
way.  We  need  not  reiterate  the  now  generally 
accepted  conviction  that  thje  projected  loan  is  in 
reality  a  State  loan.  As  M.  Shingareff  has 
pointed  out,  it  is  inconceivable  that  the  head  of 
the  Government  should  himself  go  to  Paris  to 
solicit  money  for  private  industrial  concerns, 
and,  if  the  Russian  Treasury  arranges  the  issue 
and  receives  the  proceeds,  such  action  is  only 
consistent  with  the  fact  that  the  State  itself  is 
the  borrower.  But  for  various  reasons  the 
Government  is  unwilling  to  apply  openly  for  a 
State  loan.  In  the  first  place  it  would  have  to 
obtain  the  sanction  of  the  I'uma,  which  might 
not  be  forthcoming;  and  in  the  second  place 
people  are  beginning  to  see  through  the  impu- 
dent device  of  basing  a  request  for  money  on  the 
assertion  that  your  coffers  &re  full  at  home.  The 
"free  balance,"  as  our  contributor  M.  Alex- 
insky  insists  once  more,  will  not  bear  examina- 
tion. In  effect,  it  is  all  Russia  has  to  show  for 
the  huge  loans  she  has  contracted  during  the 
past  few  years,  and,  if  it  :is  meant  to  represent 
accumulated  savings,  its '  existence  is  entirely 
illusory.  It  may,  indeed,  be  pertinently  asked 
why  Russia  doe.--  not  invest  some  of  the  boasted 
wealth  of  her  own  Treasury  in  these  needy  rail- 
ways, or  why  she  does  not  employ  it  to  redeem 
part  of  her  enormous  foreign  debt,  on  which 
she  paj  s  annually  over  forty  millions  sterling  as 
interest.  But  M.  Kokovteoff  is  too  bus}"  with 
his  tricks  of  book-keeping  to  trouble  his  head 
with  the  principles  of  sound  finance. 

Russia,  Great  Britain,  and  Armenia. 

In  a  thoughtful  and  interesting  pamphlet  just 
issued  Captain  C.  F.  Dixon-Johnson  deals  with 
the  Armenian  question  from  the  British  point  of 
view,  and  in  the  course  of  his  observations  gives 
weighty  support  to  the  arguments  against  Russian 
usurpation  in  the  Armenian  vilayets  lately 
advanced  in  our  own  columns.  The  scheme  of 
so-called  "  international  "  control  suggested  by 
Russia  he  damns  very  effectively  by  exposing  the 
hopes  upon  which  it  is  based.  If  the  plan  is 
adopted,  Russia  expects  that  her  claim  to  be  the 
State  most  interested  in  the  execution  of  reforms 
will  be  accepted,  and  that  the  officials  appointed 
will  be  in  effect  Russian  agents  ;  that  done,  it  will 
be  a  simple  thing  to  create  "  disorders  "  in.  the 
i  familiar  Russian  way  which  will  lead  to  inter- 
vention as  the  only  possible  solution.  Possibly 
the  acts  of  provocation  will  take  place  even 
before  the  appointment  of  the  International 
Commission,  which  Russia  certainly  has  no  desire 
to  see  in  actual  and  effective  command  of  the 
situation.  Captain  Dixon-Johnson  believes  that 
Turkey  is  sincerely  anxious  to  carry  out  reforms 
in  her  Armenian  provinces,  but  he  shows  that 
Russia  has  consistently  and  deliberately  thwarted 
every  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Ottoman 
Government  to  set  its  house  in  order.  She 
"  foresees  the  danger  of  a  settlement,"  and  even 
now  "  Russian  agents  are  secretly  at  work  in 
every  province  and  in  every  hamlet  urging  the 
downfall  of  the  Turk,  -etting  Kurd  against 
Armenian  and  Armenian  against  Kurd."  As  to 
Great  Britain's  attitude  towards  the  Armenian 
question,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  urges  the 
writer,  she  must  accede  to  the  urgent  Turkish 
request  for  support  and  administrators  of  the  pro- 
jected reforms.  But  it  is  also  well  to  be  reminded 
that,  as  Lord  Salisbury  wrote  to  M.  Waddington 
in  1K7S,  so  long  as  Great  Britain  remains  in 
Cyprus  she  is  bound  by  the  Constantinople  Con- 
vention "  to  undertake  the  onerous  obligation  of 
a  defensive  alliance  with  Turkey  if  Russia  should 
attempt  to  extend  her  annexations  beyond  the 
present  frontiers  which  the  present  negotiations 
will  assign." 


STARVING  EXILES. 


Desperate    Position    of  Deported 
Politicals. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  December  17th. 

The  political  exiles  of  the  village  of  Kolpashevo, 
whose  only  hope  of  an  alleviation  of  their  terrible 
lot  lies  in  an  appeal  to  public  opinion,  have  sent  me 
for  publication  a  letter  describing  their  condition. 

Political  exiles,  deported  to  remote  provinces  by 
administrative  order,  are  in  receipt  of  a  subsidy 
from  the  Treasury,  the  Government  being  bound  by 
law  to  keep  alive  the  exiles  whom  it  forcibly  deprives 
of  the  oidinary  means  of  existence  and  settles  in 
deserted,  out-of-the-way  corners  where  opportuni- 
ties for  gaining  a  livelihood  practically  do  not  exist. 
There  are  no  openings  for  intellectual  or  even 
skilled  labour,  and  the  exiles  are  forbidden  to  take 
advantage  of  the  few  possibilities  of  earning  money 
that  may  occasionally  occur,  since  they  are  not 
allowed  to  engage  in  tuition  of  any  kind,  to  take  on 
apprentices,  or  to  enter  into  any  employment  with 
printers,  photographers,  libraries,  &C.  Unskilled 
labour,  too,  is  subjected  by  law  to  such  unfavourable 
conditions  that  there  is  seldom  any  possibility  of 
undertaking  it. 

In  such  circumstances  the  Government  subsidy  is  the 
exile  s  main  source  of  income.  In  the  Narym  district 
the  allowance  amounts  to  6  roubles  90  kopecks  per 
month,  comprising  3  roubles  for  rent  and  3  roubles 
90  kopecks  for  food,  besides  a  clothing  allowance  of 
4  roubles  40  kopecks  for  women  and  5  roubles 
20  kopecks  for  men  in  the  summer,  and  18  roubles 
43  !  kopecks  in  the  winter. 

A  Starvation  Allowance. 

This  allowance  is,  however,  only  just  sufficient  to 
keep  the  exile  from  dying  of  starvation.  It  seems 
to  be  computed  on  the  basis  cf  the  cost  of  keeping 
prisoners  in  the  gaols  ;  but  even  in  the  prisons  the 
allowance  is  not  large  enough  to  protect  the  prisoners 
from  scurvy,  typhus,  6ic,  and  for  this  reason  the 
law  permits  even  the  most  hardened  criminals  to 
purchase  food  on  their  own  account.  It  is  still  more 
inadequate  for  the  exiles,  each  of  whom  has  to  buy 
and  prepare  his  food  for  himself. 

With  the  prices  that  obtain  in  the  Narym  region 
not  a  single  exile  has  ever  managed  to  keep  body 
and  soul  together  on  the  Government's  food  allow- 
ance of  3  roubles  90  kopecks  (about  8s.  6d.)  a  month, 
or  3*,d.a  day.  At  the  very  lowest  the  necessary  provi- 
sions cost  6  roubles  39  kopecks  a  month,  and,  if  the 
cost  of  paraffin,  laundry,  soap,  and  matches  is  added, 
the  monthly  total  exceeds  10  roubles. 

The  allowance  for  a  child  is  95  kopecks  a  month, 
which  does  not  cover  the  cost  of  milk  alone. 

The  dress  allowance  for  women  exiles  during  the 
summer  only  provides  for  underclothing.  The 
allowance  for  winter  dress  is  utterly  inadequate, 
since  the  actual  prices  ire  about  twice  as  hi^h  as 
those  computed  by  the  Government,  which  seems  to 
look  upon  the  severe  climate  of  Narym  as  part  of  a 
practical  joke.  No  dress  allowance  of  any  kind  is 
made  for  the  members  of  an  exile's  family. 

Veto  on  Work  and  Charity. 

Formerly  the  authorities  themselves  recognised 
the  insufficiency  of  the  Government  allowance,  and 
allowed  the  exiles  opportunities  for  making  it  go 
further  by  establishing  consumers'  clubs,  common 
kitchens  and  bakeries,  and  so  forth.  But  eighteen 
months  ago  all  such  organisations  were  suppressed. 

Formerly,  too.  the  exiles  might  be  assisted  by 
charity,  and  such  outside  relief  often  exceeded  the 
Government  allowance.  Even  Baron  Nolken,  the 
former  Governor  of  Tomsk,  whom  nobody  would 
suspect  of  any  sympathy  with  political  exiles,  not 
only  permitted  charitable  entertainments  for  their 
benefit,  but  used  to  take  charge  of  the  proceeds  and 
distribute  them  in  person. 

Nor  did  the  authorities  formerly  prevent  the  exiles 
from  increasing  their  allowance  in  various  ways, 
such  as  by  storing  wood  and  sleepers,  fishing,  picking 
cedar-nuts,  berries,  &c.  All  such  work  requires 
freedom  to  move  about  the  country,  and  this  used  to 
be  granted.  But  last  year  restrictions  were  intro- 
duced, and  now  nobody  is  permitted  to  absent  him- 
self from  the  village  to  which  he  is  assigned. 

Being  forbidden  to  decreas  ;  the  cost  of  living  or 
to  go  in  search  of  work,  the  exiles  are  hard  put  to  it 
to  save  themselves  from  death  by  starvation.  But 
the  authorities  do  not  seem  to  care,  and  are  devising 
means  of  rendering  their  position  still  more 
desperate.  Since  the  arrival  of  a  new  Governor  and 
a  new  District-Captain,  the  allowances  for  the  exiles 
families  have  been  withheld  under  various  pretexts, 
such  as  finding  fault  with  the  necessary  documents 
and  demanding  new  ones  But  even  when  all  the 
proper  documents  are  furnished  immediately  the 
allowance  is  frequently  kept  back  for  half  a  year. 

The  worst  has  still  to  be  recorded.  List  October 
one-fourth  of  the  exiles  settled  at  Kolpashevo  were 
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deprived  of  their  allowance  altogether,  and  in  Novem- 
ber one-fifth  of  their  number  were  deprived  of  their 
winter  dress  allowance.  Thus  75  per  cent,  of  the 
exiles  had  their  allowances  withdrawn  without  a 
word  of  explanation,  and  some  of  them  are  left  with- 
out income  or  outside  assistance  of  any  kind. 

Escape  and  its  Bisks. 

What  are  these  people  to  do  ?  And  what,  for  the 
matter  of  that,  is  to  become  of  those  who  do  get  an 
allowance  on  which  they  cannot  possibly  exist  ?  If 
they  are  not  to  die  of  starvation,  they  must  either 
run  away  or  take  to  robbing  and  thieving.  Having 
been  deported  without  any  trial  or  inquiry  to  a 
deserted  region  where  the  climate  is  severe,  and 
where  they  are  subjected  to  all  the  horror  and  suffer- 
ing of  forced  idleness,  intellectual  decay,  and  isola- 
tion from  the  world,  they  are  now  condemned  in 
addition  to  endure  the  pangs  of  hunger. 

Such  is  the  position  of  those  deported  for  a  term 
of  from  three  to  five  years  by  administrative  order. 
Things  are  still  worse  with  those  who  have  been 
sentenced  to  deportation  by  a  court  of  law,  or  who 
have  been  transferred  to  exile  after  serving  a  term  of 
penal  servitude.  No  wonder,  then,  that  every  politi- 
cal exile  dreams  of  escaping,  and  attempts  to  do  so 
at  the  first  opportunity  at  the  risk  of  being  killed  in 
the  act  or  of  incurring  the  penalty  of  at  least  three 
years'  penal  servitude  if  caught.  It  will  now  be 
understood  why  a  few  days  ago  the  aged  social 
reformer,  Mme  Catherine  Breshkovsky,  sought  to 
make  her  way  out  of  the  land  of  captivity. 


BEILIS  ECHOES. 


Black  Hundred "   Organ's  Appeal 
Anti-Jewish  Boycott. 


for 


an 


A  few  days  ago  the  Dvuglaiy  Orel  (','  Two-Headed 
Eagle" )  of  Kiev  issued  a  poster  bearing  the  words 
"Boycott  the  Jews.  '  In  a  leading  article  it  appealed 
for  a  general  anti-Jewish  boycott,  recommending 
that  nobody  should  hold  any  communication  or  have 
any  busines-  transaction  with  the  Russian  Jews. 

On  the  same  day  a  Yuschinsky  commemoration 
meeting,  attended  by  200  persons,  was  held  in  the 
hall  of  the  Kiev  Exchange.  After  a  memorial 
service  read  by  Bishop  Nikodemus,  Judge  Tutkevitch, 
of  the  Kiev  High  Court,  delivered  a  long  speech  on 
the  Beilis  case,  in  which  he  declared  that  the  verdict 
had  been  partial.  He  was  followed  by  several 
speakers  who  indulged  in  utterances  of  a  pogrom 
character. 

Beilis  ha-?  applied  for  a  passport  enabling  him  to 
go  abroad.  On  the  Governor's  office  referring  to 
the  local  police  for  information  about  him,  the  police 
authorities  reported  that  they  had  no  grounds  for 
opposing  the  application. 

The  Beward  of  Zeal. 

In  addition  to  MM.  Tchaplinsky  and  Boldyrefi,  a 
number  of  other  officials  have  been  promoted  for 
the  /.eal  they  displayed  in  the  prosecution  of  Beilis, 

Count  Paschenko-Rozvodovsky,  President  of  the 
I'man  District  Court,  who  drew  up  the  first  indict- 
ment against  Beilis,  is  to  be  President  of  the  Kiev 
District  Court. 

M.  -Kislitchny,  Vice-President  of  the  Kiev  District 
Court,  who  presided  at  the  meeting  of  the  court 
which  decided  on  the  witnesses  to  he  summoned  in 
the  case  of  M.  Shulguin,  is  to  be  President  of  the 
(  man  District  Court.  . 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Examining  Magistrate  for 
Cases  of  Special  Importance,  M.  Fenenko,  has  not 
been  favoured  so  far  with  the  promotion  promised 
him  before  the  trial  of  Beilis. 


WHOLESALE    BAR  PROSECUTION. 

Duma  Committee  Discusses  Question  of 
a  Deputy's  Suspension. 

Deputy  Kerensky,  who  is  being  prosecuted  with 
eighty-two  other  Si.  Petersburg  barristers  for  having 
signed  a  protest  against  the  "ritual  murder "  trial, 
has  refused  to  sign  an  undertaking  not  to  absent  him- 
self from  St.  Petersburg  pending  the  result  of  his 
prosecution,  as  demanded  by  the  Examining  Magis- 
trate. He  considers  that  demand  to  be  an  infringe- 
ment of  Article  16  of  the  Duma  Constitution,  which 
deals  with  the  inviolability  of  deputies. 

On  December  15th  the  Minister  of  Justice  sub- 
mitted to  the  Duma  the  question  as  to  M.  Kerensky!s 
suspen-ion  from  the  assembly.  The  question  was 
referred  for  preliminary  discussion  to  the  Duma 
Personnel  Committee,  of  which  the  Right  OctobrLt, 
M.  Skoropadsky,  is  chairman. 

By  the  new  standing  orders,  questions  of  suspen- 
sion must  be  discussed  behind  cljsed  door*,  both  in 
committee  and  in  the  Duma  itself. 


POLISH  SELF-GOVERNMENT. 

Municipalities   Bill  Further   Mutilated  in 
the  Council  of  State. 

After  mutilating  the  Polish  Municipalities  Bill  by 
refusing  to  sanction  the  use  of  the  Polish  language 
at  the  proceedings  of  the  new  town  councils,  the 
Council  of  State  proceeded  to  reject  Clause  40  of  the 
Bill,  by  which  the  Duma  had  limited  the  super- 
vision of  the  local  Governors  over  the  town  councils 
and  executives  by  making  it  apply  to  the  legality, 
but  not  to  the  advisability,  of  the  decisions  of  those 
bodies. 

M.  Durnovo,  in  advocating  the  rejection,  contended 
that,  so  far  from  granting  the  Polish  municipalities 
larger  powers  than  the  Russian  municipalities  possess 
under  the  law  of  1892,  the  measure  ought  rather  to 
increase  the  power  of  .supervision  exercised  by  the 
Governors  in  the  case  of  Poland. 

Unqualified  Veto. 

By  the  rejection  of  Clause  40  the  Polish  munici- 
palities are  brought  under  the  operation  of  Certain 
provisions  of  the  Municipal  Law  of  1S92,  which 
enable  the  Administration  to  veto  the  decisions  of 
local  bodies  practically  without  reservation. 

On  the  Bill  as  amended  being  put  to  the  vote,  it 
was  passed  by  a  large  majority,  only  the  members  of 
the  Polish  circle,  the  t'niversity  members,  and 
several  members  of  the  Centre  voting  against  it. 

After  some  discussion  as  to  the  further  course  of 
the  Bill,  all  the  members,  with  a  single  exception, 
agreed  with  Prof.  D.  D.  Grimm  that  the  Council  of 
State,  in  view  of  its  own  decision  in  favour  of  con- 
tinuity of  legislation,  was  bound  to  refer  the  measure 
to  a  Conciliation  Committee  of  both  Houses.  The  dis- 
sentient was  Prince  A.  N.  Lobanoff-Rostovsky,  who 
demanded  that  the  Bill  should  be  sent  back  to 
the  Duma,  and  that  in  the  event  of  the  latter 
introducing  any  fresh  alterations  the  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  two  Chambers  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  judgment  of  the  Tsar,  without  the 
appointment  of  a  Conciliation  Committee. 

Last  Wednesday  the  Council  of  State  elected  six 
of  its  members  to  serve  on  the  Conciliation  Com- 
mittee. All  the  members  elected,  who  include  MM. 
Durnovo,  S  ishinsky,  and  Gurko,  belong  to  the 
Right.  In  gaining  so  decisive  a  victory  over  the 
more  moderate  section  of  the  Upper  House,  the 
Extremists  have  enjoyed  the  assistance  of  the  so- 
called  "Green"  Minister.al  bloc,  composed  of  MM. 
Scheglovitoft,  Sukhomlinoff,  Rukhloff.  and  Sabler. 
These  Ministers,  who  had  previously  absented  them- 
selves when  M.  Kokovtsoff  defended  in  person  the 
Polish  Municipalities  Bill  passed  by  the  Duma,  were 
no  longer  satisfied  with  a  passive  demonstration  of 
disagreement  with  their  nominal  chief,  but,  by 
depositing  green  voting-cards,  made  a  public  display 
of  the  fact  that  the  "  united  Cabinet  "  does  not  exist. 

In  the  lobbies  the  Right  loudly  acclaimed  the 
action  of  the  four  Ministers  as  a  significant  victory 
for  their  camp< 

Story  of  an  Alleged  Compact. 

Commenting  on  M.  Kokovtsoff's  defence  of  the 
language  clau-e,  the  Novoc  Vremya  gives  its  version 
of  the  circumstances  andconditions  under  which  the 
late  Premier  gave  his  adherence  to  the  Polish  Muni- 
cipalities Bill. 

Endeavouring  to  establish  the  conditions  of  a  last- 
ing Russo-Polish  rapproakemeni,  the  late  M.  S  olypin, 
says  the  N  n<oe  Vremya,  took  into  consideration  the 
interest^  of  the  Russian  na'ion  not  only  within  the 
limits  of  the  Russian  .Empire,  but  abroad.  He 
therefore  promised  the  Polish  deputies  of  the  third 
Duma,  soon  after  his  accession  to  power  in  1907, 
that  he  would  carry  through  the  Legislature  a  Bill 


establishing    urban   and  Zemstvo  sen-government 
oP  P  " 

conditions  : — 


within  the  Kingdom 


'oland  on  the  following 


went  so  far  as  to  burn  pubiicly  the  portraits  of  the 
Russian  Imperial  family. 

At  the  elections  to  the  Diet  of  Lembcrg  in  J907 
the  Poles  did  not  interfere  with  the  exercise  of  the 
franchise,  so  that  the  Russian  electors  of  Gahcia 
were  able  to  get  in  a  do/.en  or  so  of  their  own 
deputies  ;  while  the  declarations  made  by  Roman 
Dmowski  and  his  colleagues  at  the  Slav  Conference 
held  at  Prague  in  1908  justified  the  hop;  that  among 
the  Russian  Poles  public  opinion  was  turning  in 
favour  of  Russia.  But  since  the  assassination  of  the 
Viceroy.  Count  Potocki,  and  the  accession  of  Pro- 
fessor Bobrzvnski  matters  had  taken  a  different 
course  in  Galicia.  In  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  itself 
Dmowski,  who  as  head  of  the  Polish  delegation  had 
given  certain  promises  at  the  Prague  Conference, 
had  been  ousted  from  the  Duma,  and  in  1910  the 
Poles  had  finally  renounced  Neo-SIavism.  Since 
then  the  position  had  become  more  acute  from  day 
to  day,  culminating  in  the  Council  of  State's  recent 
vote,  which  ought  to  show  the  Poles  the  folly  of  their 
ways. 

Roman  Dmowski,  the  Polish  anti-Se.nite  referred 
to  by  the  Kovoe  Vremya,  failed  at  the  last  General 
Election  to  get  himself  nominated  even  as  an  elector, 
so  that  a  seat  in  the  Duma  was  out  of  question  for 
him.  But  after  the  election  of  the  Socialist  Jagiello, 
Dmowski,  though  outside  the  Duma,  took  advantage 
of  the  irritation  caused  by  that  event  to  inaugurate 
his  long-cherished  scheme  of  an  anti-Jewish  boycott. 

"  Compact  "  Story  Denied. 

The  Polish  deputies,  it  should  be  stated,  deny  the 
allegations  that,  according  to  a  compact  concluded 
by  them  with  the  late  M.  Stolypin,  they  undertook  to 
acquiesce  in  the  detachment  of  the  Holm  districts 
from  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  in  return  for  the  grant 
of  municipal  and  perhaps  even  Zemstvo  self-govern- 
ment on  Polish  national  lines.  The  Polish  d«-putie: 
maintain  that  they  placed  themselves  under  no  obli- 
gations whatever  to  the  Government  in  exchange ' 
for  the  introduction  of  an  urgent  reform  already  half 
a  century  overdue. 

THE  RUSSIAN  NATIONALISTS  AND 
GALICIA. 

An   Impudent  Mission. 


The  Polish  deputies  were  to  agree  (1 )  to  the  simul- 
taneousdetachment  of  the  Holm  district  from  Poland  ; 
12)  to  a  reform  of  the  Western  Zemstvos  ;  (3)  to  a 
reform  of  the  elections  to  the  Council  of  State  in  the 
Western  provinces  ;  and  (4)  that  the  Polish  leaders 
in  the  Duma  and  the  founcil  of  State  should  use 
their  influence  with  the  Polish  politicians  in  Galicix 
in  such  a  way  that  the  Poles  should  not  oppose  the 
struggle  for  cultural  rights  of  that  portion  of  the 
Little  Russian  population  of  G  licia  which  had  not 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  "  Ma/.eppanite "  section  of  the 
I'krainians. 

Poles  and  Ukrainians  in  Galicia. 
Had  the  Poles  accepted  those  conditions,  continues 
the  Novoe  Vremya,  they  would  h  ive  been  in  posses- 
sion of  both  municipal  and  Z  -mstvo  self  -government 
as  early  as  1908.  But  the  Poles  did  not  cany  out 
their  part  of  the  compact,  opposing  all  three  Bills 
and  exciting  public  opinion  throughout  We  tern 
Europe  against  the  formation  of  the  Holm  govern- 
ment, which  they  described  as  a  fourth  ptrtition  of 
Poland  ;   while  in  Galicia,  at  Lcmberg,  the  Poles 


The  pro-Russian  Ukrainians  of  Austria  have  been 
mischievously  busy  of  late.  At  each  successive  general 
election  for  the  Reichsrath,  their  party  in  the  Galician 
Ukraine  has  dwindled  steadily.  Now  there  are 
twenty-eight  members  who  represent  the  Ukrainian 
National  parties,  while  only  two  stalwart  pro-Russians 
are  left,  one  of  whom  speaks  much  while  the  other 
is  remarkably  silent — MM.  Kurylovich  and  Markiv. 
Their  election  expenses  and  the  means  placed  at 
their  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  running  publications 
in  the  Russian  language,  which,  even  when  given 
away,  are  not  read,  concern  only  themselves  and  the 
few  electors  who  vote  for  them.  But  their  latest 
adventure  has  a  wider  impo't,  and  might  cause  their 
arrest  under  a  less  in  lulgent  Government  than  the 
Austrian. 

They  went  to  Russia  nearly  a  month  ago,  repre- 
senting themselves  as  delegates  of  the  "  Russians"  of 
Austria. 

This  was  merely  amusing.  However,  they  were 
received  and  feted  by  Count  W.  Bobrinsky,  by  the 
Nationalists  of  Bessarabii,  and  other  members  of  the 
Club  of  the  "  Russian  Nationalities. '  Other  Russian- 
ised  Ukrainians,  both  from  Russia  and  from  Galicia, 
notably  the  notorious  renegade  Vergoon,  accom- 
panied th>  m.  The  dinners  and  banquets  gave  M. 
Kurylovich  an  occasion  to  indulge  in  violent  language 
against  Austria.  Since  he  is,  of  course,  an  Austrian 
subject,  his  speeches  are  extensively  reproduced  in 
the  Russian  Press  and  held  up  by  the  Russian 
Nationalists  as  the  expression  of  the  true  feeling  of 
the  Ukrainians  of  Galicia. 

The  purpose  of  the  "  mission  "  was  the  raising  of  a 
fund  in  Russia  for  the  Gilician  victims  of  last  year's 
harvest  failure.  Two  remarks  may  be  made  here  : 
first,  the  Austrian  Government  gave  a  large  and  ade- 
quate grant  to  relieve  the  sufferers  ;  secondly,  there 
are  some  provinces  in  Russia  where  semi-starvation 
is  permanent.  No  better  use  could  be  made  of  the 
funds  which  the  Nationalists  raise  so  eisily  than  to 
attempt  1 >  alleviate  mis  rv  and  wretchedness  in 
Russia  proper.  It  may  also  be  noted  that  only 
those  Gilicians  who  give  their  support  to  M.  Kury- 
lovich, the  leader,  and  to  the  only  other  member 
of  the  pro-Russian  Ukraini  in  group  in  the  Reichsrath, 
have  benefited  from  the  fund  raised  in  Russia.  Thus 
the  Russian  Nation  ilists  are  shown  at  their  worst  in 
their  Galician  activities.    Their  worst  is  also  futile. 

B.  S. 


Eleven  Polish  student!)  of  both  sexes,  who  had  met 
at  the  lodgings  of  one  of  their  number,  were  recently 
arrested  at  Kiev  and  detained  at  various  police- 
stations.  A  search  made  at  their  homes  repealed  the 
fact  that  some  of  them  were  in  possession  of  copies 
of  'he  appeal  and  reports  of  the  R  -d  Cr  >ss  S  >ciety. 
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When,  a  }-ear  ago,  we  reviewed  the  events  of 
1912  in  Russia  we  concluded  our  article  by 
drawing  attention  to  the  spirit  of  unrest  that 
was  manifesting  itself  throughout  the  country. 
This  year  we  find  it  more  proper  to  open  on  that 
note,  and  to  take  the  general  disaffection  which 
is  beyond  doubt  the  most  marked  feature  of 
Russian  life  to-day  as  the  text  of  our  observa- 
tions. It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  present 
year  has  witnessed  the  reawakening  of  the 
Russian  people,  who  once  again,  as  in  1904  and 
1905,  are  beginning  to  realise  their  strength : 
and  we  are  bold  enough  to  prophesy  that  in  years 
to  come  1913  will  be  recognised  by  the  Russian 
historian  as  marking  the  definite  commencement 
of  a  transition  period  leading  to  the  final  triumph 
of  the  Constitutional  cause. 

The  Demand  for  Heforms. 

It  is  a  favourite  device  of  the  apologists  for 
the  present  Russian  r&girne  to  represent  the 
general  body  of  the  people  as  satisfied  with  the 
political  conditions  now  obtaining.  The  Premier, 
M.  Kokovtsoff,  sought  to  establish  this  view 
abroad  when,  during  his  recent  visit  to  Berlin, 
he  informed  an  interviewer,  with  a  fine  show  of 
candour,  that  what  Russia  wanted  was  not  poli- 
tical reforms  but  administrative  improvements. 
The  lie  is  given  to  all  suggestions  of  this  cha- 
racter by  the  many  demonstrations  and  outspoken 
expressions  of  condemnation  which  have  been 
directed  against  the  Government  and  its  domestic 
policy  during  the  year  just  ended,  and  which 
have  emanated  from  various  sections  of  the 
community  who  have  not  been  accustomed  to  act 
in  co-operation.  In  August,  for  instance,  the 
merchants  of  Nijni,  one  of  the  most  important 
trading  centres  in  the  Empire,  impressed  on  M. 
Kokovtsoff  the  urgent  necessity  of  carrying  out 
the  reforms  guaranteed  by  the  October  Manifesto, 
which  has  become  practically  a  dead  letter,  and 
commented  on  the  absence  of  the  "  elemencary 
principles  of  legality "  in  the  government  of 
the  country.  A  similar  line  was  taken  a  few 
weeks  later  by  the  Agricultural  Conference  which 
met  at  Kiev,  and  which  represented  the  interests 
of  the  landowning  classes.  This  was  followed 
in  October  by  the  Municipal  Workers'  Congress 
held  in  the  same  city,  which  defied  the  action  of 
the  police  authorities  in  declaring  the  proceed- 
ings closed,  and  registered  a  scathing  condemna- 
tion of  the  "  utter  disorganisation  of  the  ad- 
ministration "  and  of  the  conditions  which  had 
produced  a  legislative  deadlock.  The  resolution 
to  which  this  meeting  subscribed  concluded  with 
the  solemn  declaration  that  "  any  further  delay 
in  the  realisation  of  indispensable  reforms  and 
deviation  from  the  principles  enunciated  in  the 
Manifesto  of  October  30th  threaten  the  country 
witli  terrible  convulsions  and  ruinous  con- 
sequences. ' 

Record  Strike  Figures. 

Further  evidence  of  the  general  revival  is  to 
be  found  in  the  huge  number  of  strikes  that  have 
taken  place.  The  present  year  has,  in  fact,  con- 
stituted a  record  in  this  respect.  In  1910  the 
total  number  of  strikers  was  47.000,  in  1911  the 
figure  rose  to  105,000,  and  in  1912  to  683,000. 
As  early  as  the  beginning:  of  October  last,  how- 
ever, no  fewer  than  1,248,000  factory-hands  had 


participated  in  strikes  daring  1913,  in  addition 
to  215,000  others  employed  in  establishments 
that  do  not  come  under  the  Factory  Act.  Since 
October  this  number  has  been  very  considerably 
increased,  partly  as  the  result  of  the  popular 
indignation  excited  by  the  "ritual"  trial.  On  a 
singls  day  in  November  no  fewer  than  100,000 
workmen  went  on  strike  in  St.  Petersburg. 
When,  therefore,  the  complete  figures  for  the 
year  are  issued  it  will  probably  be  found  that 
the  number  of  strikers  Has  not  fallen  far  short 
of  two  million.  The  full  significance  of  this 
phenomenon  can  only  be  appreciated  when  it  is 
remembered  that,  although  theoretically  strikes 
are  not  illegal  in  Russia,  the  authorities  do  not 
scruple  to  violate  the  law  (  whether  openly  or  by 
means  of  an  "  interpretation  ")  in  order  to  sup- 
press them  ;  and,  further,  that  the  majority  of 
the  strikes  were  of  a  political  rather  than  of  an 
industrial  character.  In  addition  to  the  working 
men  a  large  number  of  University  students  have 
organised  strikes  by  Way  of  protest  against 
various  manifestations  of  the  Government's 
oppressive  policy.  The  special  attention  we 
have  devoted  to  the  strike  question  has  abundant 
justification  in  the  fact  jhat  it  was  the  General 
Strike  which  led  to  the  popular  triumph  of 
1904-5. 

Octobrists   Declare  War. 

Bui  perhaps  the  mo=t\  ■significant  demonstra- 
tion of  all  against  the  Government  has  been 
made  by  the  Octobrists.  During  the  Stolypin 
era,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  this  party 
was  the  staunch  ally  of  the  Administration,  both 
in  and  out  of  the  Duma.  At  the  opening  of  the 
fourth  Duma,  after  the  country  had  given 
pointed  expression  to  its  opinion  of  the  Octo- 
brists' betrayal  of  their  cause,  they  displayed 
a  somewhat  chastened  mood,  but  it  was  quite 
uncertain  in  what  direction  their  votes  would  be 
cast.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  present 
year  this  uncertainty  continued,  the  p.arty  some- 
times supporting  the  Government  and  sometimes 
the  Opposition.  The  first  indication  of  the  new 
spirit  was  given  at  the  Municipal  Workers'  Con- 
gress, the  chief  part  in  which  was  taken  by  M. 
Gutchkoff.  It  was  probably  in  consequence  of 
the  Octobrist  leader's  denunciation  of  the 
Government's  policy  that  the  authorities  vetoed 
the  party  Conference,  which  was  to  have  taken 
place  in  November,  and  in  whose  place  a  semi- 
private  "  Consultation  "  was  held.  This  function 
was  rendered  memorable  by  the  unanimous 
adoption  of  a  strongly- worded  resolution  which 
declared  in  effect  that  the  Government  had  lost 
touch  with  the  nation,  that  the  Constitution  no 
longer  existed,  that  the  Government's  policy  was 
precipitating  a  revolution,  and  that  in  order  to 
oppose  that  policy  the  Octobrist  members  of  the 
Duma  should  "  make  full  use  of  every  lawful 
method  of  Parliamentary  warfare,"  including  the 
rejection  of  Bills  and  the  refusal  of  supplies. 

The  Octobrist  Split. 

The  question  how  effect  should  be  given  to  this 
resolution  shortly  afterwards  brought  about  a 
split  among  the  Octobrist  deputies,  but  there 
seem  to  be  good  grounds  fcr  hoping  that  the 
issue  of  the  quarrel  will  be  the  reinforcement  of 
the  ranks  of  the  "  seceders  "  (who  belong  to  the 
advanced  or  Left  wing)  by  the  great  bulk  of  the 
party  in  the  Duma,  while  the  few  who  refuse 
to  go  over  will  be  driven  out  of  the  party  alto- 


gether. The  effect  on  the  Duma  of  such  a 
development — which,  if  our  expectations  are 
realised,  will  transform  the  Octobrist  deputies 
into  regular  members  of  the  Opposition — will  be 
enormous,  and  it  cannot  be  long  before  the 
Government  and  the  Legislature  come  into 
violent  conflict. 

Government  v.  Duma. 

With  regard  to  the  Duma  in  general,  we  find 
that  on  several  occasions  it  has  acted  in  open 
defiance  of  the  wishes  of  the  Government. 
Daring  the  debates  on  the  Estimates  for  the 
various  Departments  it  passed  what  practically 
amounted  to  votes  of  censure  on  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  and  the  Minister  of  Education,  and 
on  other  occasions  it  rejected,  on  the  ground  of 
irregularity,  grants  for  the  Holy  Synod,  the 
Army  Medical  Academy,  and  other  institutions. 
This  independence  of  attitude  caused  the  Govern- 
ment to  look  askance  on  the  Lower  House.  In 
June  a  member  of  the  Extreme  Right,  M.  Markoff, 
who  is  believed  to  have  had  a  private  quarrel 
with  the  Premier,  insulted  M.  Kokovtsoff  by 
declaring  in  the  course  of  a  Duma  debate  that 
"  thieving  is  not  permitted."  This  incident  was 
sei/.ed  upon  by  the  Ministry  as  an  excuse  for 
boycotting  the  Duma  altogether,  and  actually  n© 
member  of  the  Government  put  in  an  appearance 
at  its  proceedings  between  June  and  November. 
It  was  quite  evident  inai  the  motive  of  the 
boycott  was  a  desire  not  so  much  to  vindicate 
Ministerial  dignity  as  to  lower  the  prestige  and 
power  of  the  Duma,  from  which  it  was  unsuc- 
cessfully sought  to  extract  a  humiliating  apology 
and  a  submission  to  new  and  repressive  rules  of 
debate. 

In  various  other  ways  official  affronts  were 
offered  to  the  Duma — notably  at  the  Romanoff 
Tercentenary  celebrations  and  at  the  unveiling 
of  the  Stolypin  memorial  at  Kiev — while  the 
proposal  to  remove  the  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Holy  Synod  from  Parliamentary 
control  (after  the  unconstitutional  fashion  in 
which  Army  and  Navy  administration  has  been 
so  removed)  marks  a  new  encroachment  upon 
the  powers  of  the  Legislature.  It  has  to  be 
added  that  the  principle  of  the  immunity  of 
deputies  for  speeches  delivered  in  the  Duma  has 
now  been  finally  thrown  overboard,  and  that 
newspapers  are  liable  to  prosecution,  and  have 
frequently  been  prosecuted,  for  reporting  Duma 
speeches  which  are  not  to  the  Government's 
liking. 

Legislative  Deadlock. 

As  to  actual  legislation,  matters  have  practi- 
cally come  to  a  standstill.  Of  the  long  list  of 
measures  outlined  by  the  Premier  a  year  ago  in 
the  opening  session  of  the  fourth  Duma  not  one 
hai  achieved  realisation.  A  number  of  Bills 
providing  for  political  reforms  have  been  intro- 
duced by  the  Cadets  and  the  Progressists,  but 
they  have  come  to  nothing  ;  and  even  if  they  could 
have  been  passed  through  the  Duma  they  would 
for  a  certainty  have  been  either  unceremoniously 
rejected  or  absolutely  ignored  by  the  Council  of 
State.  The  introduction  of  a  Cadet  Bill  for  the 
reform  of  the  Upper  House  served  to  draw 
attention  to  the  impossibility  of  any  sane  legis- 
lation as  long  as  the  present  archaic  system  of 
appointment  to  that  body  is  preserved. 

(To  be  continued. ) 
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THE    OCTOBRIST  SPLIT. 


M.  Gutchkoff  Declares   Himself  in 
Sympathy  with  the  Seceders. 


For  the  convenience  of  members  of  the  Duma,  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Octo- 
brist  party  was  held  in  St.  Petersburg  instead  of  in 
Moscow. 

In  his  opening  speech  M.  ( uitchkoft  said  that  the 
unanimous  adoption  of  the  political  resolution  sub- 
mitted to  the  recent  Conference  of  the  party  did  not 
warrant  those  who  were  present  in  hugging  the 
illusion  of  complete  unity  ;  th's  was  natural  in  view 
oft  lie  origin  of  their  organisation.  They  had  been 
united  for  a  time  by  the  light  against  revolution,  by  a 
certain  combination  of  positive  ideas  as  the  basis  of 
their  political  work,  and  by  the  administration  of  the 
late  M.  Stolypin,  in  whom  they  had  confidence. 

Further  Secessions. 

Now,  however,  the  old  revolution  had  died  down, 
and  any  future  revolution  would  be  due  to  quite 
different  causes.  Stolypin  was  no  more,  and  the 
Government's  policy  had  taken  an  opposite  direction. 
They  had  a  positive  task  before  them,  in  respect  of 
which  differences  of  opinion  made  themselves  felt. 
Those  of  their  members  who  were  not  satisfied  with 
the  theoretical  recognition  of  the  Conference's  reso- 
lutions, but  demanded  that  they  should  be  carried 
into  effect,  had  acted  rightly,  and  the  declaration  of 
the  group  of  twenty-two  seceders  was  deserving  of 
sympathy  and  approval.  In  the  existing  circum- 
stances it  would  no  longer  be  possible  for  the  Octo- 
brists  to  march  together  in  an  imperfectly  joined 
body.  He  did  not  condemn  those  who  had  not 
joined  that  group,  but  even  they  were  confronted  by 
the  question  whether  they  could  continue  to  proceed 
in  a  body,  and  a  private  consultation  held  on  the 
previous  evening  had  resulted  in  a  further  secession. 

They  were  witnessing  a  new  grouping,  an  evolu- 
tion that  would  lead  to  the  cleansing  of  their  Parlia- 
mentary party,  in  which  there  would  only  remain 
those  who  were  faithful  to  the  ideals  of  the  October 
Union.  They  would  do  without  those  who  were 
organically  attached  to  the  Government  in  power. 
Such  men  might  be  their  travelling  companions 
while  they  worked  in  co-operation  with  the  late  M. 
Stolypin.  But  now,  when  the  salvation  of  Russia 
lay  in  a  stern  resistance  to  the  Government's  policy, 
it  was  no  longer  possible  to  march  with  them.  With- 
out condemning  those  men,  or  imputing  to  them 
interested  motives,  they  must  break  off  relations  with 
them. 

A  Revival  of  Octobrism. 


Skoropadsky  and  their  followers  to  be  no  longer 
members  of  the  Union  of  October  30th. 

It  need  cause  no  surprise  that  the  Octobrists  have 
felt  compelled  to  revise  their  position,  seeing  that 
they  appear  to  have  lost  much  of  their  following  in 
the  country.  t 

According  to  telegrams  received  by  the  Russkoe 
Slovo,  no  Octobrist  branches  or  Committees  exist 
any  longer  at  Novgorod,  Orenburg,  Saratov,  Vyatka, 
Minsk,  Vologda,  Tchernigov,  Kishinev,  Tambov, 
Odessa,  Wilna,  Kursk,  or  Kiev.  According  to  other 
telegrams  to  (he  same  paper,  no  Octobrists  are  to  be 
found  at  Kamenetz-PodoJsky,  Jitomir,  Mohilev,  Ufa, 
Perm,  Stavropol,  or  Pskov. 

The  example  of  the  Octobrists  seems  to  have 
spread  to  the  Right,  from  which  the  Clerical  and 
Peasant  groups  have  announced  their  intention  of 
withdrawing.  Alarmed  at  the  prospect,  Deputies 
Nicholas  Markoff  and  Zamyslovsky  have  appealed  to 
Bishop  Mitrophanes  of  Homel,  formerly  a  member 
of  the  third  Duma,  who  has  admonished  the  priests 
to  remain  faithful  to  the  Right  flag. 

Party  Chiefs  Resign. 

Count  Kmanuel  Bennigsen  has  resigned  the  post 
of  Vice-President  of  the  Octobrist  party  in  the 
Duma.  As  M.  Nicholas  Antonoff  had  previously 
resigned  from  the  Presidency,  while  the  two  other 
Vice-Presidents,  MM.  Alexander  Zveguintseff  and 
Ludwig  Lutz,  have  seceded,  the  Octobrist  party  in 
the  Duma  is  now  left  leadeiiess,  and  its  affairs  are 
thus  placed  in  the  control  of  the  secretary. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  inst.  a  meeting  of 
Moderate  Octobrists  was  held  at  the  residence  of 
Deputy  Rodzianko,  junior,  for  the  purpose  of  clear- 
ing up  the  situation.  The  question  was  long  debated 
how  to  find  some  method  of  preventing  the  party 
from  breaking  up,  while  at  the  same  time  getting  rid 
of  the  Right  Octobrists.  Such  a  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  was  considered  all  the  more  necessary,  since 
a  break-up  of  the  party  would  involve  a  Presidential 
crisis,  with  very  serious  consequences  for  the  Duma. 
Only  twenty-three  deputies  attended  the  meeting, 
most  of  the  members  having  already  taken  their 
departure  from  St.  Petersburg.  Those  present 
resolved  unanimously  to  leave  the  existing  organisa- 
tion in  order  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  new  Octobrist 
party  and  to  differentiate  themselves  from  those  who 
were  inclining  towards  the  Right. 

It  was  regarded  as  quite  certain  that  their  number 
would  be  augmented  by  more  than  25  other  Moderate 
Octobrists  who  were  on  this  occasion  absent,  thus 
forming  a  central  group,  some  50  strong,  which 
would  be  joined  by  the  2>  Left  Octobrists  who  had 
already  seceded.  It  was  finally  resolved  to  start  the 
work  of  reorganising  the  Octobrist  party  immedi- 
ately after  the  Christmas  holidays. 


It  was  not  for  the  Central  Committee  to  take  the 
initiative  in-arranging  the  internal  division,  which  was 
proceeding  apace  in  a  natural  manner.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  this  development  would  result  in  a  revival 
of  Octobrism,  and  they  were  only  anxious  to  ascer- 
tain clearly  how  they  stood  themselves  before  the 
complicated  and  difficult  work  that  awaited  them. 

Count  Kapnist,  who  also  spoke,  said  that  the  pro- 
cessof  division  was  not  yet  completed,  as  the  separate 
groups  were  only  just  beginning  to  shape  themselves. 
This  important  and  delicate  process  should  not  be 
interfered  with,  and  discussion  on  the  subject  should 
be  postponed  until  next  month,  when  the  reshaping 
of  the  Union  would  become  more  clearly  defined, 
and  a  greater  number  of  their  adherents  would  be 
present. 

This  view  was  supported  by  M.  Gutchkoff,  who 
observed  that  the  meeting  had  no  other  purpose 
than  to  contribute  towards  clearing  up  the  situation. 

By  an  overwhelming  majority,  against  only  six 
dissentients,  it  was  resolved  to  adjourn  the  discus- 
sion of  the  question  on  the  agenda-paper  relating  to 
the  execution  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Con- 
ference on  November  23rd. 

M.  Gutchkoff  further  stated  that  the  Central  Com- 
mittee reserved  to  itself  the  right  to  express  its  views 
after  the  formation  of  the  groups,  when  it  would 
declare  which  of  such  groups  were  in  accord  with 
and  which  opposed  to  the  requirements  and  functions 
of  the  Union  of  October  30th. 

The  Seceders  and  their  Leaders. 

The  seceders  have  already  constituted  themselves 
into  a  separate  body  under  the  name  of  "  The  Duma 
Group  of  the  Union  of  October  30th."  They 
include  Deputies  Godneff,  Zveguintseff,  Shidlovsky, 
flomyakoff  (a  former  President  of  the  Duma),  and 
Prince  Yolkonskv.  and  they  will  probably  be  joined 
by  Baron  Meyendorf. 

On  December  19th  over  thirty  Octobrist  deputies 
announced  that  they  had  withdrawn  from  the 
;>  rt  Parliamentary  organisation,  and  were  form- 
ing an  independent  group  of  Central  Octobrists,  to 
be  led  by  MM  Rodzianko,  Alexeyenko,  and  Savitch. 

After  the  Ru-sian  Christmas  another  meeting  of 
the  Cent'al  Committee  will  be  held.  It  is  expected 
that  at  the  next  Octobrist  Conference  a  resolution 
will  be  moved  declaring  Deputies  Shubinsky  and 


THE    RECORD   OF  RUSSIAN 
JUSTICE. 


Plain  Speaking  in  the  Duma. 


At  the  final  sitting  of  the  Duma  before  the  recess 
M.  Zamyslovsky  reported  on  the  Government's  pro- 
posal to  vote  a  grant  for  the  composition  and  publi- 
cation of  an  historical  work  on  the  judicial  reforms 
of  Alexander  II. 

M.  Kfremoff  (Progressist)  said  that  the  praise  of 
the  great  reform  of  1864  would  have  to  be  supple- 
mented by  a  long  martyrology  of  justice  at  the  hands 
of  the  Ministry  of  that  department. 

M.  Adjemoff  observed  that  the  Kiev  trial  would 
furnish  an  apt  illustration  of  the  laws  of  liberty  as 
observed  by  the  courts  During  the  present  session 
petty  cases  had  been  judged  by  intellectual  jurymen, 
while  the  one  case  of  universal  importance  was 
entrusted  to  simple  peasants.  The  jury  went  in  fear 
and  trembling  not  only  of  the  Minister  of  Justice,  but 
even  of  the  counsel  for  the  partic  civile. 

M.  Maslennikoff  declared  on  behalf  of  the  Pro- 
gressists that  a  Minister  who  protected  those  who 
destroyed  the  Judicial  Statutes  could  not  write  an 
impartial  history  of  those  laws. 

M.  Kerensky  (Labour)  wondered  what  sort  of 
history  the  subordinate  officials  of  the  Ministry  could 
write  on  the  acts  of  their  superiors,  who  had  upon 
their  conscience  the  trial  of  the  Social-Democratic 
deputies  of  the  second  Duma,  the  inquiry  of  Examin- 
ing Magistrate  Lyjin,  and  the  Kiev  trial.  It  was  for 
those  grave-diggers  of  justice  to  render  an  account  to 
the  Judicial  Statutes. 

M.  Nicholas  Markoff  (Extreme  Right)  said  that  the 
Kiev  trial  seemed  to  displease  the  defenders  of  those 
who  had  tortured  and  murdered  the  pure  and  inno- 
cent boy  Andrusha  Yuschinsky.  On  M.  Kerensky 
retorting,  "It  is  you  who  are  the  defenders  of 
assassins,"  M.  Markoff  exclaimed,  "  It  is  you  who 
have  murdered,  not  I." 

These  exchanges  were  followed  by  a  general 
uproar,  after  which  M.  M.irkoff  was  called  to  order 
by  the  President. 

The  proposal  was  carried  by  no  votes  to  91,  and 
the  measure  providing  ifyv  the  grant  was  hastily 
passed  through  all  its  three  readings. 


"  RITUAL      TRIAL  ECHOES. 

The  Prosecution  of  Beilis's  Defenders. 

The  Public  Prosecutor,  M.  Tchaplinsky,  has 
declared  in  an  interview  that  the  Minister  of  Ju-.'.i'  s 
has  resolved  not  to  undertake  any  further  inquiries 
into  the  Yusehinsky  murder  cise.  The  Government, 
he  said,  at'ributed  no  importance  to  the  Shulguin 
case,  which  would  be  treated  like  any  other  Pre-- 
case,  while  he  himself  had  no  objection  to  appearing 
as  a  witness  at  the  trial.  Finally,  he  confirmed  the 
truth  of  the  rumoured  promotion  of  himself  and  of 
M.  Meisner,  President  of  the  Kiev  High  Court,  to 
the  Senate,  as  well  as  M.  Boldyreff's  appointment 
to  the  Presidency  of  the  Kiev  High  Court. 

The  general  meeting  of  the  various  sections  of  the 
Kiev  District  Court  was  held  on  December  20th, 
under  the  presidency  of  M.  Boldyreff,  and  dealt 
among  other  things  with  the  disciplinary  prosecution 
of  Advocate  Margolin,  who  at  one  time  ac'.ed  as 
counsel  for  Beilis,  and  who  is  charged  with  unpro- 
fessional conduct  in  endeavouring  to  persuade  Vera 
Tcheberyak  to  take  upon  herself  the  guilt  of  Yos- 
chinsky's  murder. 

Sentence   on   M.  Margolin. 

M.  Margolin  had  already  presented  a  written  state- 
ment in  which  he  pointed  out  that  the  charge  was 
basedexclusivelyon  the  evidenceof  Vera  Tcheberyak. 
the  f  dsity  of  which  had  been  demonstrated  at  the 
Beilis  trial.  He  now  offered  verbal  explanations 
to  the  general  meeting  of  the  Court,  which,  how- 
ever, refused  both  applications,  and  ordered  his 
name  to  be  struck  off  the  rolls. 

According  to  report,  the  general  meeting  rejected 
the  charge  brought  bv  Vera  Tcneberyak,  but  found 
M.  Margolin  guiky  of  having  taken  part,  as  an  advo- 
cate, in  a  private  inquiry  and  in  negotiations  with 
Tcheberyak. 

A  group  of  members  of  the  court  delivered  a 
minority  opinion  on  the  case,  and  M.  Margolin  him- 
self is  appealing  against  the  judgment  to  the  High 
Court. 

The  Council  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Bar  has  resolved 
to  postpone  the  disciplinary  proceedings  ordered  by 
the  High  Court  against  the  nine  birristers  who 
delivered  speeches  in  support  of  the  resolution  of 
protest  made  against  the  Beilis  case  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Bar  held  on  November  5th.  Although  con- 
sidering itself  competent  to  deal  with  the  case,  it  has 
decided  to  adjourn  the  proceedings  pending  the 
result  of  the  trial  of  the  eighty-three  protesting 
barristers  charged  under  Article  279  of  the  Penal 
Code. 

To  Avenge  Yuschinsky. 

In  the  course  of  a  long  article  contributed  to  the 
Kovoc  Vremya  M.  Menshikoff  asserts  that  the  Kiev 
verdict  was  rather  a  moral  condemnation  than  an 
acquittal  of  Beilis,  while  the  endeavours  of  the  Jews 
to  hush  up  the  affair  have  produced  the  unalterable 
conviction  that  the  whole  of  Jewry  was  guilty  in  the 
matter.  Owing  to  the  Kiev  trial,  both  M.  Shmakoff 
and  M.  Zimyslovsky  have  gained  renown  all  over 
Russia  and  even  throughout  the  world,  while  the 
former  celebrities  who  acted  for  the  Jews  have  fallen 
into  general  contempt. 

The  Beilis  case,  he  say*,  is  a  striking  illustration  of 
the  oppression  exercised  by  the  Jews,  and  of  the 
urgent  necessity  of  fighting  against  it.  M.  Menshikoff 
therefore  approves  of  the  anti-Jewish  boycott  in 
Poland,  welcomes  the  report  that  it  may  be  imitated 
at  Christian  Kiev,  and  hopes  that  it  will  spread  to 
St.  Petersburg,  Moscow,  and  other  Russian  centres. 
"  This,"  he  says  in  conclusion,  "  will  be  a  worthy 
retribution  for  the  blood  of  the  boy  who  has  been 
tortured  to  death." 

Pranaytis  and  the  Bishop. 

The  endeavours  made  by  the  champions  of  the 
blood  accusation  to  obtain  promotion  for  Father 
Pranaytis  have  so  far  failed,  owing  to  the  resistance 
offered  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Metropolitan,  Bishop 
Kluczynski. 

When  it  was  proposed  to  appoint  Pranaytis  to  the 
Bishopric  of  Kovno,  the  Metropolitan  sent  a  special 
report  to  the  Ministry,  in  which  he  pointed  out  that 
in  order  to  be  raised  to  episcopal  rank  a  cleric  must 
have  distinguished  himself  by  special  merit  in  the 
service  of  the  Church,  and  that  this  qualification  did 
not  appear  in  the  case  of  Pranaytis. 

The  latter  then  applied  to  M.  Zamyslovsky,  the 
anti-Semitic  leader,  who  exerted  his  influence  with 
the  Ministry,  and  who  was  warmly  supported  by  his 
colleague,  Advocate  Shmakoff.  Bishop  Kluczynski, 
however,  still  resisted  the  demand,  informing  the 
Ministry  that  he  was  opposed  to  any  promotion  for 
the  too  notorious  priest. 

When  Pranaytis  called  on  the  Metropolitan  for  a 
personal  explanation,  the  latter  refused  to  receive 
him.  Pranaytis  then  requested  a  confidant  of  the 
Metropolitan  to  inform  him  that,  since  he  would  not 
recognise  his  services  to  Christianity,  this  would  be 
done  by  the  Russian  Government.  The  Metropolitan 
thereupon  ordered  Pranaytis  to  return  immediately 
'  to  Tashkent. 
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NOTES. 


The  New  Octobrism. 

M.  Gutchkoff's  speech  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  Octobrist  party 
strengthens  the  hope  we  expressed  last  week 
that  the  main  body  of  the  Octobrist  members  of 
the  Duma  will  join  the  ranks  of  the  "  seceders." 
He  argued  that  since  the  death  of  M.  Stolypin 
and  the  decay  of  the  old  Revolution  the  bonds 
formerly  uniting  the  party,  which  had  set  itself 
to  support  the  one  and  to  fight  against  the  other, 
had  disappeared,  and  that,  with  the  advent  of  a 
new  and  opposite  Government  policy,  they  were 
faced  with  a  task  in  respect  of  which  there  were 
differences  of  opinion.  We  cannot  quite  endorse 
this  analysis  of  the  situation,  any  more  than  we 
can  commend  the  activity  of  the  Octobrists  under 
the  Stolypin  Administration ;  but  no  doubt  that 
is  how  affairs  present  themselves  to  the  general 
run  of  Octobrists  to-day.  There  is  among  them — 
outwardly  at  any  rate — a  practically  unanimous 
opinion  against  the  Government's  present  policy, 
which  in  their  eyes  is  a  negation  of  that  pursued 
by  M.  Stolypin.  It  is  when  they  come  to  consider 
the  methods  by  which  that  opposition  should 
make  itself  felt  that  their  differences  begin. 

Purging  the  Party. 

The  "  seceders,"  whose  original  number  was 
between  twenty  and  thirty  out  of  a  total  Duma 
representation  of  ninety-five,  think  that,  in 
accordance  with  the  emphatic  resolution  passed 
by  the  recent  party  Conference,  the  Government 
should  be  fought  tooth  and  nail  by  means  of  a 
syscem  of  compulsory  voting  enjoined  on  all 
Octobrist  deputies.  The  other  side  believe  in  less 
drastic  measures,  and  among  them  are  probably 
some  who  secretly  side  with  the  Government. 
By  openly  expressing  his  sympathy  with  the 
former  M.  Gutchkoff  ha1!,  we  think,  done  good 
service  to  the  Octobrist  cause.  Already,  he 
intimated,  there  have  been  further  secessions, 
and  the  effect  of  his  speech  will  doubtless 
be  to  strengthen  still  more  the  "Left  "  group  of 
the  party.  M.  Gutchkoff  looks  upon  the  evolu- 
tion which  is  now  progressing  as  a  "  cleansing  " 
process,  and  he  contemplates  with  equanimity 
the  loss  of  those  who  are  unable  to  tear  them- 
selves away  from  the  Government.  The  new 
development  is  not  yet  completed,  and  it  is  never 
safe  to  indulge  in  prophecy  with  regard  to 
Octobrist  affairs  ;  but  from  M.  Gutchkoff's  speech 
it  appears  quite  likely  that  in  time  the  real 
Octobrist  party  will  be  composed  of  the  present 
"  seceders  "  and  their  adherents,  and  that  those 
who  persist  in  standing  outside  the  reformation 
camp  will  have  nothing  left  them  but  to  sink 
their  individuality  in  the  somewhat  muddied 
waters  of  the  Right  organisations.  We  trust 
that  we  shall  not  prove  to  have  been  too  opti- 
mistic ;  but  when  we  find  the  Octobrist  leader 
declaring  that  "  the  salvation  of  Russia  lies  in  a 
stern  resistance  to  the  Government's  policy,"  and 
that  relations  with  the  less  advanced  section  of 
the  party  must  be  broken  off,  it  is  difficult  to 
come  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that  the  official 
place  of  the  Octobrists  in  the  Duma  will  hence- 
forth be  among  the  Opposition  benches.  If  that 
is  the  direction  taken  by  the  "  revival  "  of  which 
M.  Gutchkoff  spoke,  the  fourth  Duma  will  play 
a  most  important  part  in  Russia's  struggle  for 


Baron  Meyendorf's  Example. 

It  may  be  surmised  that  the  present  split  is 
the  sequel  to  an  event  of  a  similar  kind  which 


took  place  seven  months  ago.  Last  May  Baron 
Meyendorf,  one  of  the  best-known  and  most 
respected  Octobrists  in  the  Duma,  announced  his 
intention  of  severing  his  connection  with  the 
party,  and  it  was  thought  at  the  time  that  he 
would  carry  a  number  of  his  colleagues  with  him. 
Baron  Meyendorf's  action  was  due  to  his  dis- 
agreement with  the  majority  of  his  party  regard- 
ing its  attitude  towards  "  1  mperial  "  legislation 
for  Finland,  and  svas  directly  caused  by  the  fact 
that  in  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Duma  the 
Octobrists  had  supported  the  Government's  Bill 
for  the  extension  of  Russian  law  and  Russian 
jurisdiction  to  Finland.  He  further  declined  to 
be  a  party  to  the  formation  of  a  Right  majority 
in  the  Duma  on  the  basis  of  a  narrow  Nationalism. 
The  expectation  of  a  considerable  secession  was 
not  at  the  time  realised,  but  the  seed  of  honest 
independence  sown  then  has  in  the  fullness  of 
time  borne  fruit,  and  Baron  Me}-endorf  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  pioneer  work  he  performed 
in  bringing  his  colleagues  to  a  sense  of  their 
duties.  He  may  in  fact  be  described  as  the 
creator  of  the  Octobrist  conscience. 


Russia  and  Austria. 

The  great  trial  which  is  now  taking  place  in 
the  Hungarian  town  of  Marmaros,  about  forty 
miles  from  the  Galician  border,  where  ninety- 
four  persons,  described  as  of  Ruthenian  nationality, 
are  charged  with  inciting  to  insurrection  against 
the  Austro-Hungarian  Government,  can  have 
caused  no  surprise  to  those  who  have  read  our 
articles  on  the  Russian  agitation  among  the 
Austrian  Ukrainians.  We  have  repeatedly 
pointed  out  that  the  campaign  led  by  Count 
Vladimir  Bobrinsky  bore  beneath  its  religious 
mask  the  character  of  a  political  movement 
directed  against  Austria.  The  Russian  priests 
who  were  supposed  to  be  supporting  the  standard 
of  the  Orthodox  Church  among  the  Ruthenians 
(who  are  Russian  neither  by  race  nor  by  sym- 
pathy) were  in  reality  the  agents  of  a  policy  of 
" russification  "  inspired  and  financed  from  St. 
Petersburg,  and  the  ultimate  ob  ject  of  their  work 
was  the  detachment  of  (ialicia  (and,  it  now 
appears,  of  part  of  Hungary)  from  the  Austrian 
Empire.  At  the  same  time  they  acted  as 
military  spies  on  behalf  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment. Against  the  accused  persons  in  the  pre- 
sent trial,  the  chief  of  whom  is  a  Russian  monk 
named  Alexius,  it  is  alleged  that  under  the  guise 
of  a  movement  for  the  conversion  of  the  peasantrj- 
to  the  Orthodox  Greek  Church  they  carried  on  a 
propaganda  with  the  object  of  promoting  a 
rebellion  against  the  Government  ;  and  the  in- 
dictment lays  stress  on  the  part  played  in  this 
campaign  by  Count  Bobrinsky,  who  only  last 
3-ear  was  writing  to  the  Times  protesting  the 
virtuous  disinterestedness  of  his  efforts.  The 
reports  of  the  trial  should  provide  some  interest- 
ing revelations  of  the  methods  pursued  by  the 
agents  of  "russification"  abroad. 


Quis  Custodiet        .  .? 

The  criminality  and  brutality  of  Russian 
police  officials  know  no  limit.  A  trial  which  has 
just  taken  place  in  the  government  of  Ekateri- 
noslav  reveals  a  condition  of  affairs  which  in  any 
other  country  but  Russia  would  be  pronounced 
incredible.  For  years  the  district  round  about 
Alexandrovsk  had  been  terrorised  by  a  murderous 
gang  of  robbers,  who  stopped  at  nothing  in  the 
way  of  violence  to  gain  their  ends ;  and  for 
years  the  criminals  were  able  to  evade  capture. 
Their  immunity  is  now  explained  by  the  fact 
that  the  head  of  the  district  police,  one  Ryedin, 
and  a  consummate  scoundrel  named  Mecklen- 
burg, a  police  commissary  with  a  particularly 
evil  record,  were  in  league  with  the  robbers,  in 
whose  expeditions  Mecklenburg  himself  some- 
times took  part.  At  the  same  time,  with  a  view 
to  impressing  the  higher  authorities  with  their 
zeal  in  searching  for  the  robbers,  to  effect  whose 
capture  large  bodies  of  police  were  drafted  into 
the  district  and  money  was  lavishly  spent,  these 
two  "  guardians  of  the  peace "  had  scores  of 
innocent  persons  ari'ested  and  subjected  to 
ghastly  torture  in  order  to  extract  "confessions" 
from  them.  When  by  accident  two  of  the 
robbers  were  arrested,  Ryedin  immediately 
effected  their  release,  ami  on  the  same  day  a 
peasant  woman  who  had  given  information 
against  them  was  found  mysteriously  murdered. 


As  our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent,  who  sends 
full  details  of  this  amazing  affair,  points  out,  such 
happenings  are  by  no  means  exceptional  in 
Russia.  Indeed,  it  would  probably  be"  no  exag- 
geration to  say  that  in  certain  parts  of  the 
Empire  the  population  would  enjoy  more  security 
under  a  system  of  absolute  anarchy  than  it  does 
to-day  under  the  rule  of  the  Russian  tcfiinovnik. 


RUSSIA    AND    HER  FRIENDS. 


Reactionary  Demand  for   Dissolution  of 
the  "Entente"  and  Alliance  with 
Germany. 

In  a  leading  article  the  Reactionary  Zemschina 
returns  to  its  favourite  theme  of  an  attack  upon  the 
Triple  Entente,  advocating  a  frank  understanding 
with  Germany  as  the  only  country  which  can  be 
trusted. 

England,  whose  eternal  policy,  according  to  this 
journal,  is  to  destroy  her  enemies  by  the  hands  of 
others,  is  declared  to  be  doing  her  best  to  set  Russia 
and  Germany  against  one  another  in  order  to  weaken 
both  Empires.  But  it  suits  neither  Germany  nor 
Russia  to  play  the  part  of  catapult.  Neither  could 
profit  from  mutual  enmity,  as  they  have  nothing  to 
divide  them. 

The  Zemschina  ridicules  the  idea  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  German  generals  and  officers  for  the  re- 
organisation of  the  Turkish  Army  should  be  regarded 
as  an  insult  to  Russia. 

"  But  supposing,  for  the  sake  of  argument,"  it  con- 
tinues, "that  Turkey  had  really  invited  Generalvon 
Sanders  and  his  Mission  for  the  purpose  of  inflicting 
a  blow  on  Russia's  prestige — what  then  is  the 
behaviour  of  our  '  allies,'  who  emphasise  in  every 
key  the  affront  to  our  dignity  and  pretend  to  act  at 
Constantinople  in  defence  of  our  interests  ?  At  the 
same  time,  England  has  calmly  undertaken  the 
reorganisation  of  the  Turkish  Navy,  while  France 
is  supplying  Turkey  with  money  at  a  high  rate  of 
interest. 

Anglo-French  "  Intrigues." 

"That  is  the  way  of  our  allies,  who  express  alarm 
at  the  attack  upon  our  interest*.  It  is  they  who  incite 
us  to  protest,  promising  their  support.  But  who 
can  believe  in  the  sincerity  of  the  steps  taken  by 
these  Powers  in  protesting  against  the  Mission  of 
General  von  Sanders  ?  Have  they  not  raised  all  this 
noise  about  the  affair  for  the  sole  purpose  of  playing 
us  off  against  Germany  ? 

"  For  aught  we  know,  the  English  or  French  diplo- 
matists— who,  bv  the  way,  are  absolute  Freemasons, 
practised  in  all  kinds  of  intrigues — may  have 
prompted  Turkey  to  invite  the  German  Mission  in 
order  thereby  to  render  our  relations  with  Germany 
more  acute.  Both  England  and  France  only  dream 
of  a  conflict  between  Russia  and  Germany,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  desire  of  our  allies  is 
to  cause  intense  irritation  between  us. 

"  Is  it  not  madness  to  rely  on  Masonic  Govern- 
ments which  wage  a  ferocious  struggle  against 
Christianity  and  all  Monarchical  auihority  ?  At  the 
head  of  the  French  Cabinet  there  stands  a  man  who 
only  a  few  months  ago  was  shouting  at  meetings 
'  Down  with  the  Army  ! '  while  in  England  the  organ 
of  the  Cabinet,  the  Westminster  Gazette,  scoffs  at  the 
King  in  the  most  disrespectful  fashion. 

"  We  have  entered  into  an  agreement  with  Chris- 
tian France.  But  when  at  the  head  of  France  there 
are  found  extreme  Freemasons  whose  chief  aim  is  to 
crush  Christianity,  does  it  become  Orthodox  Russia 
to  go  hand  in  hand  with  her  ? 

England,  and  the  Monarchy. 

"Our  rapprochement  with  England  might  be 
explained  by  our  esteem  for  the  English  King,  who 
is  indeed  worthy  of  veneration,  and  for  the  respecta- 
bility of  the  English.  But  when  an  organ  of  the 
Cabinet  takes  the  liberty  of  openly  declaring  that 
'  England  has  ceased  to  be  a  Monarchy  and  her 
King  a  Monarch,'  and  when  we  read  in  the  same 
organ  that  the  King  is  '  merely  a  political  marionette 
in  the  hands  of  the  party  in  power,'  then  we  may 
be  pardoned  for  asking,  With  whom  are  we  forming 
a  friendship  ?  Are  we  to  undertake  to  support  a  gang 
of  reckless  Freemasons  and  Jews  who  are  daring 
enough  to  stand  up  against  their  King  ? 

"  On  whom  are  we  to  rely  ?  We  are  asking  the 
partisans  of  a  'preferential'  rapprochement  with 
England.  We  hold  an  exactly  contrary  opinion  to 
theirs.  Since  Germany — who  may  still  be  trusted — 
desires  a  rapprochement  with  us,  we  should  come  to 
an  amicable  understanding  not  to  interfere  with  one 
another,  and  with  our  united  strength  to  stamp  out 
these  bugs'-nests  of  Freemasonry.  It  is  not  Germany 
who  is  dangerous  to  us,  but  it  is  the  Masonic 
intrigues  that  are  dangerous  alike  to  Germany  and 
ourselves,  destroying  as  they  do  both  the  German 
State  and  our  own." 


[We  arc  unable  to  trace  the  passages  alleged  to 
be  quoted  from  the  Westminster  Gazette. — Ed.,  D.R.] 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


POLICE    AND  ROBBERS. 

Amazing:  Story  of  Co-operation  and 
Barbarity. 

A   REIGN    OF  TERROR. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  December  24th. 

Considerable  public  interest  has  been  aroused  by 
the  recent  trial  of  robbers  at  Ekaterinoslav,  in  which 
the  police  played  an  especially  infamous  part. 

The  government  of  Ekaterinoslav,  which  is  one  of 
the  richest  and  most  thickly  populated  in  the  South 
of  Russia,  has  been  for  years  the  hunting-ground  of 
a  gang  of  violent  and  inhuman  robbers  who  were 
able  to  evade  capture.  They  attacked  revenue- 
offices,  plundered  public-houses,  stabbed,  maimed, 
and  killed,  employing  knives,  revolvers,  and  bombs 
as  their  weapons.  It  was  disclosed  in  court  that 
they  were  in  the  occupation  of  flats  which  were  well 
known  to  the  police.  They  ordered  splendid 
weapons  from  abroad,  and  had  bombs  manufactured 
for  them  in  various  towns  at  home. 

Immune  from  Arrest. 

At  the  head  of  the  gang  was  a  man  named 
Kushtch,  who,  although  well  known  to  the  police  and 
the  owner  of  a  house  at  the  town  of  Alexandrovsk, 
carried  out  his  operations  with  impunity.  The 
Police  Department  was  lavish  in  its  expenditure  for 
the  apprehension  of  the  gang,  employing  for  this  pur- 
pose both  the  ordinary  and  the  secret  police,  as  well 
as  the  gendarmerie  force.  But  the  greater  the  number 
of  police  employed  the  less  success  they  met  with, 
until  by  accident  the  robbers  were  detained,  not  in 
the  government  of  Ekaterinoslav,  but  id  that  of 
Bessarabia,  while  attempting  to  cross  the  frontier. 

The  story  unfolded  at  the  trial  adds  an  amazing 
chapter  to  the  records  of  the  Russian  police. 

Since  the  suppression  of  a  revolutionary  outbreak 
in  1905  the  district  town  of  Alexandrovsk,  in  the 
government  of  Ekaterinoslav,  led  a  peaceful  exist- 
ence until  the  second  half  of  1910,  when  a  Lieut.- 
Colonel  of  gendarmerie  warned  Ryedin  and  a 
detective  commissary  named  Mecklenburg  appeared 
on  the  scene.  Lieut.-Colonel  Ryedin  began  by 
removing  District-Captain  Vivulsky,  formerly  an 
officer  in  the  Army  and  an  honest  man,  reporting  to 
his  superiors  that  Vivulsky  was  remiss  in  suppressing 
robberies  which,  he  alleged,  were  committed  by 
Anarchists.  With  Ryedin  now  at  the  head  of  the 
district  police,  the  formerly  isolated  cases  of  robbery 
began  to  assume  an  epidemic  character,  especially 
when  Kushtch  and  his  gang  made  their  appearance. 

Police  Officials  Join  In. 

It  was  proved  in  court  that  Kushtch  and  the  other 
leaders  of  the  gang  were  agents  in  the  pay  of  Meck- 
lenburg, who  sometimes  took  part  in  person  in  their 
pillaging  expeditions.  While  Ryedin  and  Mecklen- 
burg were  continually  reporting  to  the  Governor  and 
the  Department  of  Police  on  the  exploits  of  the  gang, 
whose  chief  they  represented  to  be  a  revolutionist  of 
a  particularly  dangerous  kind,  and  while  grants  were 
pouring  in  for  the  capture  of  the  robbers,  these  two 
guardians  of  the  peace  carried  out  the  most  appalling 
operations. 

They  were  bent  upon  proving  to  their  superiors 
that  the  police  were  animated  by  zeal.  Accordingly, 
from  every  corner  of  the  district  came  reports  of  whole- 
sale arrests  and  of  the  torture  of  prisoners.  Those 
arrested  were  perfectly  harmless  people,  who  were 
sometimes  released  on  payment  of  a  ransom,  but 
usually  taken  to  Commissary  Mecklenburg's  torture- 
chamber.  Neither  Kushtch  nor  his  immediate 
assistants,  however,  were  to  be  found  among  them, 
although  the  police  knew  all  of  them  as  local  house- 
holders. 

On  one  occasion  Police  Commissary  Kostinchcnko, 
who  was  not  initiated  into  the  secrets  of  Ryedin  and 
Mecklenburg,  did  succeed  in  arresting  two  of 
Kushtch's  "  unknown "  lieutenants  who  confessed 
to  a  number  of  robberies  and  assaults.  But  as  soon 
as  Lieut.-Colonel  Ryedin  heard  of  the  arrests  he 
ordered  the  prisoners  to  be  made  over  to  him,  and 
immediately  released  them.  A  peasant  woman 
whose  information  had  led  to  their  arrest  was 
murdered  the  same  day,  and  her  assassins  were  neve 
discovered. 

Innocent  People  Tortured. 

Arre  ts  of  innocent  people  continued  throughout 
the  district,  and  the  suspects  were  almost  invariably 
tortured  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  "  confessions " 
from  them.  Tbeywere  beaten,  whipped,  and  kicked  ; 
their  hair  was  pulled  out  by  the  roots  ;  they  were 
made  to  carry  their  torturers  on  their  backs,  and 
driven  by  them  with  whips  ;  they  were  burned  with 
red-hot  irons,  and  suspended  by  the  neck  with 
greased  ropes. 

All  this  is  no  wild  fancy,  but  was  established  in 


court.  One  witness  thu->  described  the  procedure  of 
a  certain  police  inspector  : — 

"He  entered  every  hut,  inquiring  whether  its 
owner  had  taken  part  in  the  robberies.  On  a  nega- 
tive reply  being  received,  the  occupant  was  stripped, 
a  rural  guard  placed  him  on  his  back,  and  he  was 
dealt  a  number  of  blows  on  his  bare  stomach. 
They  then  put  a  loop  made  of  reins  round  his  neck, 
threw  the  other  end  over  a  crossbeam,  and  lifted  him 
up  until  he  confessed,  the  police  all  the  while  sug- 
gesting to  him  the  names  of  his  alleged  accom- 
plices." 

A  domestic  servant  deposed  that  her  master,  a 
captain  of  gendarmerie  named  Byelovutchko,  and 
Lieut.-Colonel  Ryedin  urged  her  to  sign  depositions 
against  persons  utterly  unknown  to  her.  When  she 
refused,  she  was  conveyed  to  Mecklenburg's  office, 
where  she  was  flogged  until  she  signed  everything. 

Inconvenient  witnesses  were  put  out  of  the  way 
by  being  arrested  as  "  politically  untrustworthy  " 
persons,  or  by  expulsion  from  the  province.  This 
was  done  in  the  case  of  the  journalist  Semeshko, 
who  was  the  first  to  draw  attention  in  the  Press  to 
the  doings  of  Mecklenburg  and  his  companions. 
It  was  only  owing  to  the  insistence  of  the  court  that 
this  well-informed  witness  was  able  to  put  in  an 
appearance  at  the  trial. 

Mecklenburg's  Evil  Hecord. 

Mecklenburg,  who  was  absolute  master  of  the 
population  of  a  whole  district,  was  stated  to  have 
commenced  service  at  Ekaterinoslav  as  a  detective 
agent,  but  was  removed  for  bribery  and  other 
offences.  He  next  appeared  as  a  police-inspector 
in  the  Pavlograd  district,  but  had  to  resign  on  being 
committed  for  trial.  This,  however,  did  not  prevent 
him  from  obtaining  abetter  post  in  the  Alexandrovsk 
district,  where  he  was  sentenced  by  the  District 
Court  to  various  terms  of  imprisonment  for  assault 
and  the  employment  of  torture.  Even  now  he  lies 
under  a  charge  of  extortion,  while  an  inquiry 
is  proceeding  into  his  complicity  with  a  gang  of 
coiners ;  but  all  this  has  proved  no  bar  to  his 
remaining  in  the  service. 

During  the  two  years  of  his  co-operation  with  the 
robber  Kushtch  and  Lieut.-Colonel  Ryedin  seventeen 
robberies  and  thirty  murders  took  place  ;  scores  of 
persons  were  tortured  ;  seventeen  public  and  five 
Government  institutions  and  eight  commercial  offices 
were  pillaged  ;  and  a  number  of  trains  were  held  up. 
No  fewer  than  five  hundred  persons  were  arrested, 
many  of  whom  died  during  the  inquiry,  while  others 
went  mad  under  the  investigations  carried  on  by  the 
police  in  the  manner  already  described. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Ryedin  had  to  admit  that  Kushtch's 
chief  lieutenants  were  at  the  same  time  in  his  own 
service  and  that  of  Mecklenburg,  and  in  receipt  of  a 
monthly  salary  from  the  Okhrana. 

All  this  sounds  incredible,  but  it  is  by  no  means 
exceptional  in  Russia.  Hundreds  of  interpellations 
on  the  subject  of  police  barbarities  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Duma,  but  no  reform  has  yet  been 
accomplished.   

A   POGROM  ECHO. 


Story  of  the  Kishinev  Massacre  Told  in 
Court. 

The  first  section  of  the  Moscow  District  Court  has 
sentenced  Prince  D.  Urussoff,  late  Assistant  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  and  member  of  the  first  Duma,  to 
four  months'  imprisonment  for  libelling  a  contractor 
named  Pronin,  whon^  he  had  described  in  his 
Memoirs  of  a  Governor  as  an  instigator  of  the  pogrom 
at  Kishinev  in  1903. 

Among  the  witnesses  in  this  action  was  Advocate 
Metaxa,  who  acted  a't  the  time  as  counsel  for 
those  accused  in  connection  with  the  pogrom.  M. 
Metaxa's  evidence  throws  some  light  on  the  proceed- 
ings at  that  trial,  which  .was  conducted  behind  closed 
doors. 

The  advocates,  said  M.  Metaxa,  threw  up  their 
briefs  owing  to  the  vitiated  character  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. It  was  evident  that  several  persons, 
including  Pronin,  had  incited  the  pogrom  ;  but  the 
High  Court  refused  to  order  a  supplementary 
inquiry,  with  the  result  .that,  after  spending  twenty- 
four  days  in  Court,  the  counsel  for  the  accused  had 
to  withdraw  from  the  case. 

Pronin's  complicity  was  clear  enough.  Witnesses 
had  testified  that  his  workmen  held  meetings  at  a 
tavern,  where  they  were  told  by  Pronin  and  his 
friends  that  at  Easter  Jews  could  be  killed  with 
impunity,  as  permission  had  been  granted  by  the 
Emperor  himself.  The  Moldavian  labourers  were 
even  shown  a  telegram  containing  the  alleged  per- 
mission. At  the  same  tavern  pieces  of  water-piping 
were  distributed.  With  these  weapons  the  Jews 
were  subsequently  attacked,  and  several  hundred  ot 
them  killed.   , 

By  a  Special  Imperial  Ukase  addressed  to  the 
Governing  Senate  the  sittings  of  ti  e  St;ite  Duma 
were  adjourned  on  December  20th  until  January  27th, 

'9'4-  ml   


EVICTED  PEASANTS. 

Whole  Villages  Doomed  to  Destruction. 


The  Nijni  branch  of  the  Peasants  Land  Bank  has 
ordered  the  sale  by  public  auction,  in  default  of  pay- 
ment, of  the  plots  of  502  individual  peasant  farmers 
and  of  thirty-two  peasant  partnerships  comprising 
1,202  holders,  in  addition  to  the  land  cf  sixteen  other 
partnerships  the  number  of  whose  members  is  not 
exactly  known. 

In  the  Bujuruslan  district  of  the  Samara  govern- 
ment the  managers  of  the  Peasant^'  Bank  have 
organised  something  approaching  a  punitive  expedi- 
tion against  the  peasants  who-e  eviction  had  been 
ordered.  On  the  17th  inst.,  in  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning,  the  peasants  of  the  village  of  Stepanovka 
were  driven  out  of  their  huts  with  their  wives  and 
children,  in  spite  of  the  severe  frost,  and  their 
dwellings  were  immediately  ra/.ed  to  the  ground. 
'Sixteen  huts  were  destroyed,  five  being  granted  a 
respite.  The  homeless  families  have  taken  shelter 
with  their  neighbours,  who,  however,  are  threatened 
with  the  same  fate  in  the  month  of  February,  when 
sixty-live  cottagers  with  their  families  are  to  be 
turned  into  homeless  vagrants. 

The  village  of  Stepanovka  looks  as  if  it  had  been 
given  over  to  the  mercies  of  an  invading  army. 

Similar  steps  are  to  be  taken  in  the  village  of 
Andreyevka,  composed  of  134  cottages,  and  in  the 
cantonal  village  of  Krotkovo-Assekeyevo,  where  23® 
homesteads  are  threatened  with  destruction. 


A   WANDERING  BILL. 


Regulation  of  Religious  Conversions. 

Five  years  ago  the  third  Duma  passed  a  Bill 
authorising  the  change  from  one  religious  denomi- 
nation to  another.  The  measure  was,  however, 
returned  by  the  Council  of  State  in  so  mutilated  a 
form  that  no  agreement  could  be  arrived  at  by  the 
Conciliation  Committee,  and  the  latter's  report  did 
not  come  up  for  discussion  before  the  third  Duma. 

Now,  however,  the  same  Bill  has  been  sent  by  the 
Council  of  State  to  the  fourth  Duma,  and  has  been 
discussed  by  the  Religious  Denominations  Committee 
of  that  body. 

The  reporter,  M.  Lvoff ,  declared  that  the  Bili  con- 
tained no  innovations  as  compared  with  the  Ukase 
of  April  30th,  1905,  and  merely  regulated  in  detail 
the  conversion  from  one  denomination  to  another. 
The  only  exception  related  to  conversion  from  a 
Christian  to  a  non-Christian  denomination.  Such  a 
movement  might  encourage  polygamy,  since  Article  90 
of  the  Russian  Code  allowed  every  person  to  main- 
tain a  household  according  to  the  rules  of  his  own 
faith. 

M.  Miliukoff  wished  to  know  whether  they  were 
dealing  with  a  Bill  returned  by  the  Council  of  State 
in  accordance  with  Article  49  of  the  Parliamentary 
Regulations,  or  with  a  Conciliation  committee's 
report,  or  with  a  new  Bill  introduced  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Committee  resolved,  in  spite  of  the  reporter's 
objections,  to  treat  the  Bill  as  one  newly  introduced 
by  the  Government. 


The  Zemstvo  Assembly  of  the  government  of 
Kursk  has  voted  500  roubles  towards  the  cost  of  a 
monument  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Andrew 
Yuschinsky. 
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(SECOND  ARTICLE.*) 

If  the  year  that  has  just  closed  has  been 
marked  by  a  revival  movement  among  the 
Russian  people,  clamouring  for  political  reforms, 
it  has  also  witnessed  an  intensification  of  reaction 
on  the  part  of  the  Russian  Government.  The 
purely  negative  policy  pursued  with  such  relent- 
less energy  by  the  late  M.  Stolypin  still  holds 
the  field,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  present  Adminis- 
tration has  even  been  developed.  But  whereas 
M.  Stolypin,  at  any  rate  in  the  earlier  period  of 
his  rule,  had  before  him  a  definite  task  in  the 
suppression  of  the  Revolution  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  its  achievements,  his  successor  cannot 
claim  that  excuse.  The  work  of  the  Counter- 
Revolution  has  been  accomplished,  but  the  policy 
of  destruction  still  goes  on.  Thus,  instead  of 
conciliating  the  country  and  healing  the  wounds 
that  are  still  so  painful  a  witness  to  the  struggle 
between  the  Russian  people  and  its  rulers,  the 
Government  is  doing  its  best  to  foment  another 
Revolution.  The  mask  of  "  pacification  "  (as  ill- 
omened  a  word  as  any  in  the  Russian  language ) 
has  been  cast  aside,  and  the  present  policy  is  one 
of  naked  exasperation. 

M.  MaklakofPs  "Reforms." 

A  year  of  ceaseless  repression  was  ushered  in 
by  the  appointment  of  M.  Nicholas  Maklakoff  to 
succeed  M.  Makaroff  as  Minister  of  the  Interior. 
Commenting  on  this  change  on  January  15th,  we 
wrote  :  "  If  past  records  go  for  anything,  M. 
Maklakoff  bids  fair  to  equal,  if  not  to  eclipse,  the 
worst  excesses  perpetrated  under  the  Makaroff 
regime."  Our  prophecy  was  sound  enough,  for 
the  new  Minister  has  shown  himself  determined 
not  to  belie  the  reputation  he  had  gained  as 
Governor  of  Tchernigov.  Hailed  enthusiasti- 
cally by  the  Extreme  Reactionaries  as  "  their 
man,"  soon  after  his  appointment  he  proved  him- 
self worthy  of  their  confidence  by  attending  a 
Conference  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People, 
an  organisation  which  does  not  scruple  to  murder 
its  political  opponents  in  furtherance  of  its 
obscurantist  campaign.  In  March  M.  Maklakoff 
accorded  an  interview  to  the  St.  Petersburg 
correspondent  of  the  Paris  Temps,  in  which  he 
outlined  his  plans  of  "  reform."  Chief  among 
these  he  declared  to  be  the  augmentation  of  the 
powers  of  provincial  Governors,  and  in  pursuit 
of  this  policy  a  Conference  of  Governors  was 
summoned  to  St.  Petersburg  and  a  scheme  for 
strengthening  the  hands  of  the  local  authorities 
elaborated.  Under  the  pretence  of  combat- 
ing *'  hooliganism"  in  the  villages,  the  provincial 
Governors  were  endowed  with  additional  powers 
of  punishment  by  administrative  order,  enabling 
them  to  flog  and  deport  to  Siberia  without  trial 
any  one  coming  within  the  official  definition  of  a 
"hooligan" — i.e.,  "  distinguished  by  want  of 
respect  for  his  superiors — the  clergy  and  the 
local  authorities."  The  offender's  parents  were 
also  made  liable  to  similar  treatment. 

The  New  Press  Bill. 

Another  reform  foreshadowed  by  M.  Maklakoff 
in  the  Temps  interview  took  the  form  of  a  new 
Press  Bill.  On  the  lines  he  then  indicated  such 
a  measure  was  drafted  in  his  Department  and 
submitted  to  the  Council  of  Ministers.  Its  main 
feature  was  a  provision  that  all  periodicals  should 
be  submitted  to  the  local  Press  authority  before 
publication,  and  severe  penalties,  up  to  two 
years'  imprisonment,  were  proposed  for  offences 
against  its  prohibitory  clauses,  such  as  publish- 
ing "  false  rumours  "  concerning  public  affairs  or 

*  The  previous  article  appeared  last  week. 


persons.  In  effect  this  measure  set  up  a  pre- 
liminary censorship  to  which  any  newspaper 
that  did  not  wish  to  be  swept  out  <>f  existence 
would  have  to  become  subservient,  and  which, 
by  allowing  the  authorities  to  confiscate  the 
entire  issue  of  a  journal  as  it  left  the  press, 
would  render  the  dissemination  of  independent 
views  impossible.  So  great  an  outcry  was  raised 
against  the  Bill,  which  the  Nome  Vremya 
described  as  a  '"sentence  of  death,"  that  the 
Cabinet  was  induced  to  send  it  back  to  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  tor  revision.  As  finally 
adopted  by  the  Government,  however,  the 
measure,  which  is  now  before  the  Press  Com- 
mittee of  the  Duma,  showed  very  little  improve- 
ment on  its  original  fori..,  and  if  passed  by  the 
Legislature  (which  is  hio-hly  improbable)  will 
destroy  the  last  remnants  of  freedom  enjoyed  by 
the  Russian  Press. 

A  Record  in  Newspaper  Penalties. 
Apart  from  this,  191.'!  has  been  a  year  of 
unprecedented  suppress  on  for  journals  and 
journalists.  Confiscations,  fines,  and  sentences 
of  imprisonment  have  been  lavished  by  adminis- 
trative order  on  the  most  preposterous  grounds. 
The  Beilis  case  in  particular  produced  an  amazing 
crop  of  newspaper  penalties,  the  Progressive  and 
even  «ome  of  the  Conservative  journals  being 
proceeded  against  with  unexampled  savagery  for 
criticising  the  blood  accusation,  while  the 
"  Black  Hundred  "  organs  were  allowed  full 
licence  to  disseminate  this  most  outrageous  libels 
on  the  Jews  and  their  religion  and  to  publish 
open  incitements  tc  z~  i  ■  •  .  A  cans 'derable 
sensation  was  caused  by  articles  denouncing  the 
prosecution  which  appeared  in  the  Conservative 
Kifvlanin,  and  by  the  subsequent  institution  of 
proceedings  against  its  editor,  M.  Shulguin. 
During  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  the 
fines  imposed  on  the  Press  reached  the  record 
figure  of  107,000  roubles  (£10,700). 

An  Orgy  of  Repression. 

Against  meetings  and  associations  of  all  kinds 
there  has  been  a  veritable  orgy  of  repression. 
Mention  may  be  made  of  the  Congress  of  Trade 
Employees  convened  in  Moscow,  which,  after 
being  forbidden  to  discuss  such  subjects  as  unem- 
ployment, was  finally  broken  up  by  the  police  ; 
of  the  refusal  to  grant  registration  to  the 
Bakers'  and  Confectioners'  Employees  Society 
at  Kharkov,  on  the  ground  that  its  founders 
were  not  "politically  trustworthy"  persons; 
and  of  the  summary  dissolution  of  the  St.  Peters- 
burg Law  Society,  on  no  obvious  grounds  except 
that  it  had  been  displaying  signs  of  activity  in 
accordance  with  its  articles  of  association.  The 
persecution  of  Baptists  and  other  Nonconformist 
communities  was  continued  with  increased 
vigour,  and  especial  indignation  was  aroused  by 
the  criminal  proceedings  taken  against  the  Tem- 
perance Brothers,  whose  efforts  in  the  cause  of 
sobriety  and  general  morality  were  evidently  not 
to  the  liking  of  a  Government  which  derives  a 
quarter  of  its  annual  incomefromthe  sale  of  vodka. 
Education's  Handicaps. 

In  the  sphere  of  education  1913  has  been  re- 
markable for  the  violence  with  which  M.  Kasso 
has  thrown  himself  into  the  work  of  "  purging  " 
the  schools  and  universities  of  elements  which 
are  not  politically  in  accord  with  the  Govern- 
ment. A  number  of  distinguished  scholars,  in- 
cluding Professor  Grimm,  have  been  removed 
from  St.  Petersburg  University,  which  bids  fair 
to  emulate  the  ruin  of  Odessa,  and  in  many  of 
the  provincial  seats  of  learning — notably  at 
Tomsk — similar  proceedings  have  been  witnessed. 
The  arrest  of  a  number  of  schoolchildren  in 
St.  Petersburg  led  in  February  to  the  adoption  of 
a  vote  of  censure  against  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion.   During  the  year  the  Medical  Academy  of 


St.  Petersburg,  which  in  the  absence  of  a  Faculty 
of  Medicine  at  St.  Petersburg  University  was  the 
only  institution  in  the  capital  for  the  training  of 
doctors  and  surgeons,  was  closed  by  official  order 
and  subsequently  transformed  into  a  purely 
military  college.  This  step  was  taken  in  an  un- 
constitutional manner  without  reference  to  the 
Duma,  and  in  spite  of  the  condemnation  of  all 
sections  of  society. 

Russian  prison  atrocities  and  the  terrible  suf- 
ferings of  political  exiles  in  Siberia  have  formed 
the  subject  of  frequent  revelations  during  the 
year,  and  provided  material  for  questions  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  In  March,  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  tercentenary  of  the  Romanoff  dynasty, 
an  Imperial  Ukase  was  issued  by  which  an  in- 
significant number  of  political  offenders  were 
granted  a  remission  of  their  sentences.  Almost 
immediately  after  the  promulgation  of  this  meagre 
amnesty,  however,  several  of  the  liberated 
prisoners  were  rearrested  on  some  pretext  or 
other,  and  later  came  the  news  that  the  fate  of 
the  "politicals"  was  even  worse  after  the  amnesty 
than  it  had  been  previously. 

The  Exceptional  Regulations. 

In  September  announcement  was  made  of  the 
abolition  <>f  the  Exceptional  Regulations,  or 
"  Increased  Okhrana,"  in  a  number  of  localities. 
The  termination  of  a  system,  devised  over  thirty 
years  ago  as  a  temporary  expedient  but  since 
renewed  and  developed  from  year  to  year,  by 
which  practically  the  whole  Russian  Empire  was 
given  over  to  martial  law,  is  a  reform  that  has 

been  dsr7in.v"^^  by  t]o^«|>.  ^11 
L~nhappily,  however,  the  Government's  pro- 
clamation, ushered  in  with  a  great  flourish  of 
trumpets,  is  little  more  than  a  paper  concession, 
for,  besides  being  only  partial,  it  leaves  the  local 
authorities  with  the  power  of  issuing  "  com- 
pulsory orders,"  and  thus  of  imposing  penalties 
by  administrative  process  without  recourse  to  the 
courts  of  law. 

As  usual,  during  the  past  twelve  months  the 
official  campaign  against  the  Jews  has  been 
pursued  with  unflagging  zeal.  In  Kiev  a  reign 
of  terror  was  inaugurated  in  the  summer,  police 
raids  being  carried  out  by  night  on  the  houses  of 
hundreds  of  Jews  whose  right  of  residence  in  the 
ci  y  was  questioned.  Wholesale  expulsions  have 
also  taken  place  in  the  governments  of  Tcher- 
nigov, Poltava,  Ekatei  inoslav,  Minsk,  and  else- 
where, with  the  result  that  thousands  of  Jews 
have  been  rendered  homeless  and  without  means 
by  the  caprice  of  the  authorities.  New  restric- 
tions were  introduced  during  the  year — by  the 
Minister  of  Justice  on  the  admission  of  Jewish 
advocates  to  the  Bar,  and  by  the  Minister  of 
Education  on  the  admission  of  Jewish  pupils  to 
the  schools  and  universities. 

The  Blood  Accusation. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year,  however,  has 
been  the  blood  accusation  trial  at  Kiev.  In  April, 
the  new  inquiry  into  the  case  having  been  com- 
pleted, a  fresh  indictment  of  the  accused  Jew, 
Mendel  Beilis,  was  drawn  up  by  order  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice.  Whereas  in  the  previous 
indictment,  which  had  been  discarded,  the 
"  ritual "  motive  was  suggested  rather  than 
openly  stated,  Beilis  was  now  definitely  charged 
with  having  murdered  Yuschinsky  "  from 
motives  of  religious  fanaticism  and  for  ritual 
purposes."  In  June  this  monstrous  tide  (Vaceusa- 
tion  came  for  confirmation  before  the  Kiev 
Chamber  of  Indictments,  and,  although  both 
the  President  and  the  Reporter  of  this  Chamber 
advocated  its  rejection  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  not  a  particle  of  evidence  against  Beilis,  it 
received  the  sanction  of  the  majority. 

The  trial,  the  main  features  of  which  are  so 
{Continued  on  column  1,  page  4.) 
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A    IOO-MILLION  LOAN. 


Startling  Revelations  on  the  New  Russian 
Project. 


The  well-known  and  influential  French  publication 
Lc  Correspondant  (a  Conservative  organ)  published 
in  its  issue  of  December  25th  most  interesting  and 
most  serious  revelations  relating  to  the  secret  history 
of  the  "  New  Russian  State  Loan,"  styled  the 
"  Russian  Railway  Loan,"  which  I  have  already 
discussed  at  some  length  in  DARKEST  Russia  (Decem- 
ber 24th,  1913).  The  author  of  the  article  in  Lc 
Correspondant,  which  covers  fifty-five  pages,  has 
concealed  his  identity  beneath  three  stars,  but  he 
is  evidently  a  well-informed  person,  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  financial  and  military  side  of 
Tsarism. 

The  author  begins  by  informing  us  of  the  actual 
amount  of  the  loan  proposed'  by  M.  Kokovtsoff.  As 
the  readers  of  Darkest  Russia  are  aware,  Le  Journal 
gives  the  figure  as  500  million  roubles,  or  £53,400.000. 
Another  French  journal,  L Information,  puts  it  at 
£28,000,000,  while  a  third  authority  speaks  of 
£20,000,000.  M.  Kokovtsoff  himself  declared  to  a 
deputation  of  Don  Cossacks  (see  article  "  M.  Kokovt- 
soff's  Pessimism,"  in  Darkest  Russia  of  Decem- 
ber 24th)  that  Russia  requires  a  sum  of  900  million 
roubles,  or  £96,120,000.  The  writer  of  the  article 
in  Lc  Correspondant  states  categorically  that  "  Russia 
is  not  coming  to  France  merely  to  borrow 
£20,000,000.  The  actual  sum  is  £20,000,000  a  year 
for  five  years,  and  probably  longer.  Our  nation 
will  be  asked  to  furnish  £100,000,000,  or  even 
£120,000,000." 

How  the  Scheme  was  Hatched. 

He  then  proceeds  to  tell  the  true  story  of  the 
forthcoming  Russian  railway  loan.  The  scheme,  it 
appears,  originated  in  the  fertile  brain  of  an  eminent 
Paris  financier  at  the  moment  when  France  was 
about  to  pass  the  three  years'  service  law,  and 
Germany  was  making  a  notable  increase  in  her 
Army.  France  naturally  looked  with  an  expectant 
eye  to  her  Eastern  partner,  whose  turn  it  was  to  make 
the  next  move  in  the  game.  It  was  then  our  finan- 
cial genius  had  his  inspiration.  Taking  the  first 
train  to  St.  Petersburg,  he  called  on  M.  Kokovtsoff 
and,  constituting  himself  the  spokesman  of  France, 
offered  to  place  his  country's  financial  resources  at  her 
ally's  disposal  on  the  condition  that  Russia  should  con- 
struct a  series  of  strategical  railway-lines  on  her 
western  frontier.  M.  Kokovtsoff  was  favourably 
impressed,  and  intimated  as  much.  A  few  days  later 
the  French  Minister  of  Finance  had  a  visit  from  the 
same  "  private'' negotiitor,  who  informed  him  that 
M.  Kokovtsoff  was  willing  to  construct  strategical 
railways  on  the  condition  that  the  French  money 
market  would  accept,  for  five  consecutive  years, 
Russian  bonds  to  the  amount  of  £20,000,000  a  year. 
The  upshot  was  that  negotiations  were  continued 
through  the  regular  channels,  and  Russia  duly  gave 
an  undertaking  to  construct  strategical  railways — 
without,  however,  tying  herself  down  to  any  hard-and- 
fast  programme — while  France  promised  to  advance 
£100,000,000  over  a  period  of  five  years  beginning 
with  19 14. 

The  loan  will  be  issued  by  the  five  great  banking 
houses  of  Paris — Credit  Lyonnais,  Societe  Generate. 
Comptoir  d'Kscompte,  Ihnque  de  Paris,  and  Societe 
de  Credit  Industriel — in  bonds  bearing  interest  at 
4^  per  cent ,  and  at  a  price  that  has  not  yet  been 
fixed.  As  soon  as  this  loan  has  been  floated  the 
Russian  Government  will  mak  •  a  further  denrund,  and 
another  financial  group,  comprising  less  important 
banks,  will  issue  bond*  for  £6.000,000  or  £8,000,0  o 
at  the  same  rate  of  interest.  These  operations  will  be 
repeated  annually  until  in  five  years'  time  at  least 
£120,000,000  of  French  money  will  have  gone  to 
the  country  of  the  paper  rouble. 

Russia's  Financial  Needs. 

The  revelations  of  Le  Correspondant  permit  us 
to  draw  some  interesting  conclusions.  First  of  all 
it  is  apparent  that  the  financial  necessities  of  the 
Russian  Government  a>e  much  greater  and  of  a  far 
more  complicated  character  than  it  admits.  M. 
Kokovtsoff  'a  c  nfe->sion  concerning  Russia's  pressing 
need  of  900  million  roubles  (£</.,  120,000)  produced 
such  a  bad  impression  on  the  Paris  Exchange  that 
the  Russian  Government  felt  called  upon  to  issue  a 
deni  il,  and  to  "  expl  lin  "  the  disquieting  words  of  its 
Prime  Minister.  Put  the  writer  in  Le  Concspondant 
confirms  the  fact,  and  states  fiat  Russia  intends  to 
borrow  £100,000,000  to  £  1 20,000,000  in  the  form  of 
consecutive  issu  s  over  five  years.  Further,  we  are 
in  a  position  to  state  that  the  question  of  strategical 
railways  K  merelv  a  pretext.  Russia's  credit  is  so 
feeble  and  unstable  that  she  cannot  r  iise  a  State  loan 
without  a  disguise.  At  t  ie  same  time  the  Russian 
Government  \>  so  thoroughly  dependent  on  the 
Paris  Exchange  that  a  crivate  financier  finds  it 
possible  to  impose  humiliating  conditions  upon  the 


proud  Autocracy,  and  even  to  give  directions  con- 
cerning the  national  defence  of  the  Empire. 

"  The  financial  situation  of  Russia  is  such,"  says  Le 
Correspondant,  "that  if  we  did  not  consent  to  an 
important  loan  at  the  beginning  of  1914,  her  Govern- 
ment would  find  itself  face  to  face  with  extremely 
grave  internal  difficulties." 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  state  of  affairs 
depicted  by  Le  Correspondant  bears  no  resem- 
blance whatever  to  the  optimistic  and  reassuring 
statements  of  the  Russian  Government,  which  in  its 
official  reports  invariably  dwells  upon  the  splendid 
condition  of  its  finances. 

Industrial  Crisis. 

The  truth  is  that  Russia  is  to-day  entering  upon  an 
industrial  crisis  of  exceptional  gravity,  and  all  the 
organisations  which  under  happier  circumstances 
might  combat  the  crisis  are  now  completely  dis- 
organised by  the  Reaction.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
crisis  is  aggravated  by  the  peculiar  conditions  of 
private  enterprise  in  Russia  and  by  the  loans  orga- 
nised through  the  medium  of  the  State.  When  a 
railway  loan  is  floated,  a  quarter  to  a  third  of  the 
proceeds  is  deposited  in  French  banks,  and  the 
remaining  three-quarters  or  two-thirds  in  Russian 
banks.  Now  Russian  banks  have  no  capital  of  their 
own,  and  depend  entirely  on  their  deposits  for 
carrying  on  their  business.  Thus,  if  the  loans  are 
stopped,  the  bankers  see  their  funds  diminish  in  pro- 
portion as  railway  construction  advances,  and  have 
to  suspend  all  operations.  "Not  a  bank  in  Russia," 
says  the  writer  in  Lc  Correspondant,  "could  exist 
for  six  months  without  assistance  from  the  State 
Bank,  and  without  the  deposits  of  railway  loans.  So, 
if  French  capitalists  closed  their  purses,  thev  would 
bring  about  the  ruin  of  their  friend  and  ally." 

These  remarks  would  hold  good  of  no  other  great 
Power  in  the  world,  and  Lc  Correspondant  looks 
upon  Russia  as  a  beggar,  completely  dependent  upon 
the  charity  of  the  Paris  Exchange.  The  Correspon- 
dant's  writer,  however,  does  not  consider  that  F ranee 
should  deprive  Russia  of  her  financial  co-operation, 
for  "  France,  with  regard  to  Russia,  is  in  the  position 
of  a  sleeping  partner  to  whose  interest  it  is  to  put  up 
more  funds  in  order  to  save  (!)  the  business  in  which 
he  is  involved." 

Strategic  Considerations. 

Thus,  according  to  Le  Correspoidant,  the 
French  Government  and  the  Paris  Exchange  are 
compelled  to  assume  the  roles  of  "  saviours "  of 
Tsarism.  Why?  Because  military  arid  strategic 
conditions  render  this  necessary,  says  the  writer.  He 
analyses  the  military  situation  of  Russia,  and  finds 
that  at  the  present  time  the  Russian  Alliance  gives  no 
serious  guarantees  to  France.  This  is  accounted  for 
primarily  by  bad  organisation,  and  sometimes  even 
by  a  complete  absence  of  the  necessary  technical 
equipment — such  as  railways,  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone lines,  which  in  Russia  are  all  in  a  state  of 
hopeless  inefficiency.  The  slowness  of  mobilisation 
and  concentration  in  the  Russian  Army  is  so  extreme 
that  "  by  no  means  can  it  be  ready  for  hostilities 
before  the  second  month  following  the  declaration 
of  war."  The  French  public  believes  in  the  power 
and  fidelity  of  the  Russian  Government.  When 
Frenchmen  discuss  international  problems  and  the 
eventuality  of  a  Franco-German  conflict,  they  are 
prone  to  remark,  "Then,  after  all,  if  war  breaks  out 
there  is  always  Russia." 

The  writer  in  Le  Correspondant  waxes  very  satirical 
over  this  misplaced  confidence  of  the  French  public 
with  regard  to  Russia.  The  words  "  there  is  always 
Russia,"  he  says,  evoke  memories  of  the  terrible 
Cossack  hordes  of  a  century  ago  ;  but  this  time,  of 
course,  it  is  the  Germans  whom  they  are  to  hunt 
across  Europe.  "  There  is  always  Russia  " — that  is 
the  keynote  to  the  national  optimism  of  France,  the 
basis  for  nearly  twenty  years  of  a  foreign  policy 
which  has  lulled  her  into  a  false  sense  of  securicy. 
This  is  the  magic  phrase  which  has  conjured  all 
these  millions  out  of  French  pockets,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  float  fresh  loans  until  the  day  when  French 
common  sense  reasserts  itself,  and  France  discovers 
what  "there  is  always  Russia"  really  signifies. 

In  the  Event  of  War. 

The  writer  in  Lc  Co  respondant  maintains  that, 
owing  to  its  bad  organisation,  the  Russian  Army 
cannot  co-operate. with  that  of  France  in  time  of  war. 
"  When,  in  the  second  fortnight  of  the  campaign, 
great  battles  are  being  fought  in  Lorraine,  and  the 
Russian  Army  is  showing  no  signs  of  activity  on 
Prussia's  eastern  frontier,  many  people  will  be  ready 
to  cry  out  that  France '  has  been  betrayed.  Yet, 
with  the  best  will  in  the  worl  I,  Russia  cannot  do 
anything."  He  verifies  his  opinions  by  an  examina- 
tion of  Russia's  western  railway  system,  and  an 
analysis  of  the  composition  and  disposition  of 
Russia's  various  Army  corps,  as  they  were  on 
November  1st  of  last  yeir.  But,  apart  from  the 
material  weakness  of  the  Autocracy,  the  writer  has  no 
high  opinion  of  iis  moral  force,  and  he  takes  it  for 
granted  that  Tsarism  may  betray  France  after  the 
Franco-German  conflict  has  begun. 

"  Who  would  risk  placing  any  reliance  upon  the 


'chivalry'  of  our  ally?"  he  asks,  bluntly,  and  he 
endeavours  to  find  the  means  of  compelling  Russia 
to  "  furnish  a  proof  of  her  absolute  fidelity  to  the 
Alliance.  Financial  pressure,  he  maintains,  u  the 
surest  of  these  methods  : 

"  Russia's  need  of  money  is  most  pressing  and 
imperious,  and  we  alone  in  Europe  are  able  to 
relieve  her.  The  moment  for  plain  speaking  ha- 
now  come.  Hitherto  the  word  Alliance  has  symbo- 
lised a  one-sided  contract,  where  we  gave  everything 
and  got  very  little  in  return.  We  shall  be  quite  in' 
order  if  we  say  to  the  Russian  Government:  for 
every  loan  devoted  to  the  construction  of  a  railway 
line  for  commercial  use  there  must  be  a  State  loan 
devoted  to  the  construction  of  a  strategical  line  and 
telegraph  lines,  and  to  road  repairs  in  Poland.'' 

Such  is  the  practical  conclusion  at  which  the 
writer  in  Lc  Correspondant  arrives,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  whatever  that  the  Russian  Government 
would  willingly  accept  that  proposal — or,  in  fact,  any- 
other.  For  Tsarism  is  in  urgent  need  of  money,  and 
if  you  offer  it  some  on  the  condition  that  it  must 
construct  a  "strategical  line"  uniting  Poland  with 
the  planet  Mars,  it  will  certainly  not  say  No. 

No  Guarantees. 

I  fear  there  is  no  possible  mean::  of  France  ensur- 
ing the  "  chivalry  "  and  fidelity  of  Tsarism,  because 
the  (iovernment  which  betrays  its  own  people  and 
breaks  its  "  constitutional "  promises  will  hardly 
hesitate  at  international  treason.  1  consider,  too. 
that  the  organisation  of  the  new  Russian  loans,  giving 
no  guarantees  to  France,  is  bound  to  threaten  the 
peace  of  Europe.  In  the  face  of  another  revolutionary 
storm,  which  is  ever  drawing  nearer,  the  Auto- 
cracy seeks  a  "  diversion."  In  internal  affairs  it  tried 
to  find  one  in  the  Beilis  case,  in  the  artificial  excita- 
tion of  a  mad  chauvinism  and  of  a  savage  and  bestial 
anti-Semitism.  Abroad  it  will  look  for  it  in  the 
stirring  up  of  international  hatred  and  in  the  clash 
of  arms.  True,  the  Russian  Government  is  not  sure 
of  its  soldiers,  and  is  in  constant  fear  of  a  rising  in 
the  Army.  But  when  it  is  compelled  to  shoot  its 
last  bolt  it  will  grasp  at  any  straw  to  save  itself,  and 
will  not  shrink  from  an  international  conflagration. 
For  the  only  rule  of  conduct  which  the  Autocracy 
acknowledges  is,  "  After  us  the  deluge." 

G.  Alexinskv. 

According  to  a  telegram  received  by  the  Retch 
from  its  Pans  correspondent  on  December  29th,  the 
arrangements  for  the  Franco-Russian  Railway  Loan 
have  been  concluded.  The  total  amount  of  the  loan 
is  two  and  a  half  milliards  of  francs,  or  100  million^ 
sterling,  distributed  over  a  period  of  five  years  in 
equal  instalments. 


COLONISING  PERSIA. 


Russian  Immigrants  Purchase  Fertile  Land 
at  Ninepence  an  Acre. 


General  Lavroff,  the  Russian  Commissary  for 
Frontier  Intercourse  with  Persia,  has  reported  to  the 
Tashkent  authorities  that  a  considerable  number  of 
peasants  from  the  Turkestan  and  European  Russia 
emigrated  during  1913  to  Persia,  settling  chiefly  in 
the  fertile  valleys  of  the  rivers  Gurgen  and  Atrek, 
where  they  have  already  established  about  seven 
hundred  homesteads. 

The  immigrants  are  purchasing  land  for  a  song 
from  the  ruined  Khans,  who  consider  a  rouble  per 
dessiatin  (about  9d.  an  acre)  to  be  a  good  price. 

General  Lavroff,  who  expects  a  large  wave  of 
emigration  in  the  spring,  urges  the  Administration 
to  send  out  Russian  officials  to  organise  the  peasants' 
farms. 

The  Tashkent  authorities  are  greatly  interested  in 
the  matter,  and  M.  Sakharoff,  the  Manager  of  the 
Emigration  Department  in  the  Turkestan,  is  to  leave 
in  the  spring  for  Persia,  where  he  will  inspect  the 
region  that  is  being  colonised  by  Russian  peasants. 


SUPPRESSING    THE  PRESS. 


The  High  Court  of  Warsaw  has  confirmed  the 
confiscation  of  the  Kurjer  PjJski  for  publishing  an 
ariicle  on  the  rejection  by  the  Council  of  Srate  of  the 
"  language  "  clause  of  the  Polish  Municipalities  Bill. 
An  order  has  been  made  prohibiting  the  publication 
of  the  paper  pending  the  result  of  the  trial. 

The  editor  of  the  Georgian  paper  Mdrikhali,  of 
Kutais,  is  being  prosecuted  under  Article  129  of  the 
Penal  Code  for  appealing  to  the  workmen  to  organise. 

The  editor  of  the  Den  has  been  sentenced  by  the 
St.  Petersburg  District  Court  to  a  month's  imprison- 
ment for  publishing  an  article  headed  "  The  Arch- 
angel Prison."  He  has  also  been  fined  60  roubles 
for  printing  the  text  of  the  acie  d' accusation  against 
Beilis,  his  offence  being  described  as  "divulging  the 
data  of  the  inquiry  before  the  trial." 

The  High  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  has  ordered  the 
suppression  of  the  Sycvcrnaya  Mysl, 
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WBLL  ON  THH  PbESBODTION  OP  THB  VlDDOIS. 


NOTES. 


Loan  Realities. 

There  are  not  many  more  secrets  to  be  probed 
in  connection  with  the  Russian  Loan.  The  issue 
is  to  amount  to  no  less  than  a  hundred  millions 
sterling:,  distributed  over  a  period  of  five  years. 
This  figure  greatly  exceeds  nearly  all  anticipa- 
tions on  the  subject,  being  just  double  that  given 
in  our  own  recent  forecast.  Elsewhere  we  quote 
from  a  remarkable  article  contributed  to  the 
Paris  Correspoudaiil ,  a  Conservative  review  of 
high  standing,  in  which  the  motives  and  general 
circumstances  of  the  loan  are  dissected  by  a 
master  hand.  It  is  clear,  in  the  first  place,  that 
Russia's  financial  necessities  are  very  much  greater 
than  has  generally  been  supposed,  although  this 
revelation  will  not  come  as  a  surprise  to  those 
who  have  read  the  many  informing  financial 
articles  that  have  appeared  in  our  columns. 
According  to  the  writer  in  the  Corfespondant, 
who  will  not  be  accused  of  anti-Russian  feeling, 
"  the  financial  situation  of  Russia  is  such  that, 
if  we  I  the  French]  did  not  consent  to  an  import- 
ant loan  at  the  beginning  of  1914,  her  Govern- 
ment would  find  itself  face  to  face  with  extremely 
grave  financial  difficulties."  Here,  then,  we  have 
every  disguise  thrown  off.  Russia  is  tottering 
on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy  at  a  time  when  many 
French  and  English  papers  are  bidding  us  place 
full  reliance  on  M.  Kokovtsoffs  rosy  assurances; 
and  the  loan,  which  the  Russian  Finance  Minister 
declares  is  to  be  used  for  private  railway  pur- 
poses only,  will  be  devoted — in  great  part,  at 
any  rate — to  the  general  purposes  of  the  State. 

The  "Strategic"  Consideration. 

It  will  be  asked,  of  course,  why  the  French 
authorities,  being  aware  of  this  state  of  affairs, 
have  consented  to  the  flotation  of  the  loan.  The 
answer  is,  that  they  realise  that  without  money 
Russia  is  absolutely  useless  to  her  ally  from  a 
military  point  of  view.  The  equipment  of  the 
Russian  Army  is  hopelessly  inefficient,  and 
in  particular  the  country  is  woefully  lacking  in 
strategic  railways,  with  the  result  that  a  speedy 
mobilisation  is  entirely  out  of  the  question.  In 
the  event  of  a  European  war  France  could 
count  on  no  effective  support  from  her  ally  until 
several  weeks  after  its  outbreak.  For  this 
reason,  we  are  informed,  in  return  for  its  consent 
to  the  loan  the  French  Government  extracted 
from  the  Russian  Ministry  a  promise  that 
part  of  the  proceeds  should  be  utilised  for 
the  construction  of  strategic  railways.  But 
what  guarantee  has  France  that  this  under- 
taking will  be  carried  out  ?  As  M.  Alexinsky 
pointedly  expresses  it,  in  return  for  a  loan 
Russia  would  promise  to  construct  a  railway 
from  Poland  to  the  planet  of  Mars.  In  placing 
its  faith  in  Russian  pledges  the  French  people 
will  be  leaning  upon  a  reed  that  has  on  innumer- 
able past  occasions  been  broken,  and  if  the  loan 
is  subscribed  it  will  be  discovered  too  late  that 
its  main  purpose  has  been  to  strengthen  the 
forces  of  the  bureaucracy  to  cope  with  the  rising 
tide  of  disaffection  throughout  the  Russian 
Empire. 


Anglo-Russian  Relations. 

Sir  George  Buchanan's  New  Year  observations 
on  the  friendship  between  Great  Britain  and 
Russia  do  not  ring  very  true.  The  British 
Ambassador  in  St.  Petersburg  must  have  been 
drawing  somewhat  extensively  upon  his  imagina- 
tion when  he  spoke  of  the  two  nations  "  being 
gradually  brought  into  closer  touch  and  dis- 
covering how  false  were  the  prejudices  which  at 
one  time  they  entertained  against  each  other." 
Has  the  "  ritual  murder  "  charge  succeeded  in 
removing  those  "prejudices  "  from  the  minds  of 
PJnglishmen  ?  Or  the  Adamovitch  affair  ?  Or 
the  unending  revelations  of  the  barbarous  ill- 
treatment  of  political  prisoners  and  exiles  which 
have  found  their  way  into  the  British  Press  ? 
So  far  from  improving  Anglo-Russian  relations 
(outside  the  Foreign  Offices  of  the  two  countries ) 
the  year  that  has  just  passed  has  plainly  served 
to  deepen  the  dislike  and  distrust  of  Russian 
methods  that  have  always  been  entertained  by 
the  great  mass  of  our  countrymen.  And  in 
general,  it  may  be  asked,  what  bond  of  fellowship 
can  there  be  between  a  nation  whose  watchword 
is  Freedom  and  whose  democratic  institutions  are 
her  greatest  pride,  and  a  country  in  which  the 
foundations  of  government  are  repression  and 
political  enslavement, and  where  the  very  mention 
of  the  word  "liberty"  is  accounted  a  crime 
against  the  State  P  Even  the  commercial  friend- 
ship of  which  Sir  George  Buchanan  spoke  does 
not  exist  except  in  a  few  interested  financial 
quarters.  The  British  people  are  no  party 
to  the  Anglo-Russian  Entente  in  its  present 
form,  although  they  would  doubtless  welcome  an 
understanding  which  might  lead  to  the  civilisa- 
tion of  the  Russian  Government. 


Russia  and  Portugal -a  Contrast. 

The  Times  has  resumed  its  praiseworthy  agita- 
tion on  behalf  of  the  political  prisoners  in  Por- 
tugal, who  appear  to  be  suffering  from  gross  ill- 
treatment.  In  a  leading  article  it  warns  the 
Portuguese  Government  that  no  considerations 
based  upon  the  old  alliance  existing  between 
Great  Britain  and  Portugal  will  prevent  public 
opinion  in  this  country  from  expressing  itself 
in  forcible  terms  on  the  oppression  and  inhu- 
manity that  are  meted  out  in  the  Portuguese 
prisons ;  and  it  cites  the  atrocities  committed 
by  King  Bomba  in  Naples  and  by  the  Turks  in 
Bulgaria  in  proof  of  its  statement  that  such  con- 
siderations never  have  weighed  with  us.  It  is  a 
great  pity  that  the  Time*  could  not  strengthen 
its  warning  by  a  similar  reference  to  the  case  of 
the  Russian  political  prisoners.  Their  sufferings 
are  infinitely  more  notorious,  and  probably  much 
more  intolerable,  than  those  of  the  Portuguese 
victims,  and  the  evil  is  certainly  of  much  longer 
standing.  But  when  has  the  Times — at  any  rate 
in  recent  years — protested  against  their  treat- 
ment, or  warned  the  Russian  Government  of  its 
consequences  upon  British  public  opinion  ?  It 
would  appear  that  considerations  of  political 
friendship  do  sometimes  prevent  people  in  this 
country  from  giving  vent  to  their  feelings  of 
humanity. 

Irrepressible. 

The  Novaya  Babotchaya  Qazeta,  a  Social- 
Democratic  newspaper  published  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, has  lately  issued  its  hundredth  number, 
and  has  celebrated  the  occasion  by  reviewing  its 
somewhat  remarkable  career.  Of  its  previous 
ninety-nine  numbers,  it  informs  us,  twenty-five 
have  been  confiscated.  On  seventeen  other 
occasions  fines  have  been  summarily  imposed  by 
administrative  order  {i.e.,  without  trial)  amount- 
ing to8,500  roubles  (£850),  with  alternative  penal- 
ties aggregatingfifty-onemonthsof  imprisonment, 
or  an  average  of  between  fifteen  and  sixteen  days 
for  each  number  issued.  The  present  editor  of 
the  paper  is  the  thirteenth  to  hold  that  office,  his 
twelve  predecessors  having  one  by  one  been  con- 


signed to  gaol.  Having  ourselves  recently  in- 
dulged in  the  celebration  of  a  hundredth  issue,  we 
feel  especially  sympathetic  towards  our  St. 
Petersburg  contemporary,  the  pluck  and  deter- 
mination of  whose  long  line  of  editors  compel 
our  warmest  admiration.  The  only  event  of  the 
kind  so  frequently  experienced  by  the  Gazeta 
that  has  fallen  to  our  lot  has  been  the  exclusion 
of  our  journal  from  the  Russian  Empire — which 
we  regard  as  a  graceful  tribute  to  the  influence 
of  our  Constitutional  campaign.  As  to  the  St. 
Petersburg  paper,  it  is  a  living  witness  to  the 
inextinguishable  enthusiasm  of  the  champions 
of  the  Reform  movement  in  Russia,  and  to  the 
futility  of  official  attempts  at  suppression.  Long 
life,  then,  to  the  dauntless  thirteenth  ! 


Russia  in  Persia. 

The  Russian  colonisation  of  Northern  Persia 
has  begun  in  real  earnest.  Hundreds  of  peasants 
from  various  parts  of  the  Empire  have  been 
induced  to  settle  in  the  country,  and  preparations 
are  being  made  for  a  wide  development  of  this 
migratory  movement  in  the  coming  spring.  The 
newcomers  have  been  purchasing  fertile  land 
from  the  needy  Khans  at  the  prevailing  price  of 
ninepence  an  acre — which  compares  in  striking 
fashion  with  the  market  price  of  unproductive  deer 
forests  in  Scotland.  It  would  be  instructive  to 
analyse  the  causes  which  have  prompted  the 
Khans  to  dispose  of  their  lands  in  this  manner, 
and  to  discover  how  far  the  Russian  military 
expeditions  have  been  responsible  for  them. 
There  is  some  talk  now  of  withdrawing  part  of 
the  Army  of  Occupation,  which  has  been  in 
possession  of  Northern  Persia  for  over  two  years. 
It  may  be  regarded  as  certain,  however,  that  no 
appreciable  reduction  will  be  made,  and  it  is  even 
likely  that  in  the  near  future  the  interests  of  the 
Russian  colonists  will  be  held  to  require  the  pro- 
tecting presence  of  an  increased  number  of  troops. 
The  disaffection  that  is  bound  to  break  out 
among  the  dispossessed  Khans  will  doubtless  be 
ixtilised  by  the  Russian  authorities  to  provoke 
disorders,  which  will  give  the  signal  for  the  final 
act  in  the  drama — annexation.  And  all  this  will 
have  been  done  under  the  aegis  of  the  Anglo- 
Russian  Agreement,  whose  central  motive  pro- 
fessed to  be  the  preservation  of  Persian  integrity. 


KHARKOV    MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Governor's   Dissolution    Order  Quashed 
by  the  Senate. 

The  First  Department  of  the  Governing  Senate 
has  annulled  the  order  issued  by  the  Governor's 
Court  of  Kharkov  for  the  closure  of  the  Kharkov 
Medical  Society,  on  the  ground  of  the  illegality  of  that 
decision. 

The  ruling  of  the  Senate  was  delivered  on  the  day 
which  had  been  fixed  by  the  Governor's  Court  as  the 
last  day  for  winding  up  the  affairs  of  the  Medical 
Society.  In  the  interval,  however,  the  members  of 
the  Society,  appalled  by  the  dangers  threatening  all 
their  medical  and  charitable  institutions,  had  already 
felt  compelled  to  agree  to  the  alteration  of  their 
statutes,  which  had  been  peremptorily  demanded  by 
the  Vice-Governor  of  Kharkov  as  the  sole  condition 
on  which  the  society  could  be  allowed  to  continue  its 
existence. 

The  dissolution  order  was  originally  issued  because 
the  Kharkov  Medical  Society  had  denounced  Pro- 
fessor Sikorsky's  evidence  at  the  trial  of  Beilis. 


EXPERT  WITNESSES. 

Government   Bill  to  Effect  their 
Subservience. 

The  Cabinet  has  resolved  to  introduce  a  Bill  into 
the  Duma  providing  that  expert  witnesses  in  criminal 
cases  shall  be  selected  and  remunerated  exclusively 
by  the  Government  authorities. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  proposal  in  ques- 
tion was  originally  made  by  the  followers  of  M. 
Zamyslovsky,  the  anti-Semitic  leader,  who  ascribe 
the  acquittal  of  Beilis  at  Kiev  to  the  discomfiture  of 
the  Government  experts  by  independent  experts 
such  as  Professors  Bekhtereff,  Kadyan,  and  Troitsky, 
Court-Surgeon  Pavloff,  and  Rabbi  Maze. 
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"LIBEL  BY  INTERPELLATION." 


Case  Completed    Against   Deputies  who 
Denounced  "  Union  "  Assassins. 

The  preliminary  inquiry  into  the  case  of  the  thirty- 
four  members  of  the  third  Duma  who  are  charged  with 
libelling  a  fellow-deputy  by  signing  an  interpellation 
on  the  assassination  of  the  Labour  leader  in  the 
second  Duma,  Dr.  Karavayeff,  has  now  been  com- 
pleted. The  case  is  to  be  heard  towards  the  end  of 
February  before  the  First  Department  of  the  Council 
of  State. 

The  interpellation  in  question,  which  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Duma  by  the  Social  Democratic  party 
on  December  18th,  1911,  was  based  on  the  confession 
of  a  man  named  Kasakoff,  a  valued  worker  for  the 
notorious  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  and  an  agent 
of  the  secret  police. 

How  the  Murder  was  Arranged. 

According  to  this  confession,  in  the  autumn  of  1906 
Kasakoff  was  entrusted  with  the  task  of  organising  a 
guard  for  the  protection  of  Dr.  Dubrovin,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  who  was 
then  on  a  visit  to  Kkaterinoslav,  and  who  was  afraid 
of  being  killed  by  the  revolutionaries.  By  Dubrovin's 
order  he  summoned  to  his  hotel  four  other  members 
of  the  Union,  among  whom  were  two  members  of 
the  third  Duma— Gololoboff  and  Obra/tsoff.  Address- 
ing them,  Dubrovin  drew  their  special  attention  to 
the  activity  of  D'.  Karavayeff,  who,  as  founder  and 
leading  spirit  of  all  the  educational  and  labour 
societies  in  Ekaterinoslav,  and  as  a  supporter  of  the 
Jews,  was  undermining  the  foundations  of  the  State. 
Dr.  Karavayeff,  he  added,  was  popular  with  the 
masses,  and  it  was  therefore  their  most  sacred  duty 
to  do  away  with  him  ;  otherwise  they  had  no  right  to 
consider  themselves  Russians  who  loved  their  Tsar 
and  their  country.  He  desired  them  to  select  the 
men  who  were  best  fitted  to  perform  this  patriotic 
act  in  return  for  a  reward. 

About  a  month  after  Dubrovin's  departure  from 
Ekaterinoslav  a  secret  meeting  of  the  Union  was  held, 
at  which  the  plan  for  the  removal  of  Dr.  Karavayeff 
was  adopted.  A  committee  of  four,  including  Gololo- 
boff and  Obraztsoff,  was  appointed  to  deal  with  the 
matter,  and  two  members  of  the  Union  named  Shaldo 
and  Schekanenko  volunteered  to  carry  outthe  murder, 
it  being  arranged  that  ,  y  should  each  receive 
30,000  roubles  from  Dub  n.  Half  the  money  was 
paid  to  them  through  Obraztsoff  in  the  autumn  of 
1907,  and  in  April,  1908,  Kasakoff  was  sent  by 
Dubrovin  to  arrange  for  the  payment  of  the  other 
half,  but  before  he  could  arrive  at  Ekaterinoslav  he 
learned  from  the  newspapers  that  Dr.  Karavayeff  had 
been  assassinated. 


no  attention.  In  December,  1907,  Kasakoff,  the 
author  of  the  confession  summarised  above,  visited  a 
friend  of  Dr.  Karavayeff,  a  railway  surgeon  named 
Sawicki,  and  requested  him  to  inform  Dr.  Karavayeff 
that  the  "Black  Hundred'  intended  to  assassinate 
him.  Dr.  Sawicki  promised  to  convey  the  warn- 
ing, and,  when  the  opportunity  served,  repeated 
Kasakoff  s  words  to  Dr.  Karavayeff,  who  replied  that 
he  had  already  gained  an  inkling  of  what  was  contem- 
plated from  another  quarter. 

On  March  17th,  1908,  while  Dr.  Karavayeff  wa- 
attending  toapatieiit.aMme.  Botvinik,  twoyoung  men 
called  and  requested  the  servant  to  announce  them 
asthey  wished  to  take  the  doctor  to  see  their  brother' 
The  servant  conducted  them  to  the  waiting-room  to 
which  Dr.  Karavayeff,  as  soon  as  he  had  finished 
with  his  patient,  also  repaired. 

At  that  moment  Mme.  Potvinik  saw  through  the 
open  door  an  outstretched  hand  pointing  a  revolver 
and  immediately  afterwards  three  shots  were  heard' 
Dr.  Karavayeff  dropped  down  mortally  wounded, 
and  in  the  confusion  the  assassins  made  their  escape' 
The  victim,  who  had  not  lost  consciousness,  declared 
that  his  assailants  were  "  Unionists,"  but  that  he 
forgave  them. 

A  subsequent  attempt  to  saddle  the  Jews  with  the 
crime  was  a  signal  failure. 


PRISON   FOR   DR.  DUBROVIN. 

"  Black  Hundred  "  Leader  Sentenced  for 
a  "  Ritual  Murder  "  Libel. 

The  District  Court  of  Smolensk  has  passed  a  sen- 
tence of  six  months' imprisonment  on  Dr.  Alexander 
Dubrovin,  the  editor  of  the  Russkoe  Znamya,  and  on 
two  of  his  contributors,  MM.  Rakitsky  and  Yereme- 
yenko,  for  having  libelled  two  local  Jewish  residents 
named  Pinkus  and  Blumenstein. 

The  libel  consisted  in  charging  these  men  with 
having  murdered  a  six-months-old  baby  for  ritual 
purposes. 

Rakitsky,  who  is  a  priest  and  president  of  the  local 
branch  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  happened 
to  learn  that  six  weeks  before  the  infant  s  death  the 
mother  had  taken  her  to  the  house  of  Pinkus.  The 
priest  availed  himself  of  this  circumstance  to  instigate 
the  mother  to  lodge  an  accusation  of  murder  with 
the  Public  Prosecutor,  and  himself  drafted  the 
denunciation  in  which  he  charged  Pinkus  and 
Blumenstein  with  ritual  murder. 

While  Rakitsky  was  getting  up  a  case  against  the 
two  Jewish  families,  who  are  related,  Dr.  Alexander 
Dubrovin,  the  original  founder  of  the  Union  of  the 
Russian  People,  wrote  a  series  of  articles  on  the 
alleged  "ritual  murder"  and  published  them  in  the 
organ  of  the  Union,  the  Russkoc  Znamya 
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fresh  in  the  general  recollection  that  they  do  not 
need  recapitulation  here,  opened  on  October  Sth, 
and,  after  lasting  thirty-three  days,  ended  in  a 
verdict  of  acquittal.  By  order  of  the  court  the 
jury  were  called  upon  to  answer  "  Yes  "  or  "  No  " 
to  two  questions.  To  the  first,  which  asked 
whether  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky  had  been 
committed  in  the  place  and  manner  described  in 
the  indictment,  the  answer  was  "  Yes ;"  to  the 
second,  which  was  whether  Beilis  was  the 
murderer,  and  whether  his  crime  was  committed 
for  ritual  "  purposes,  the  jury  answered  "  No." 
The  "  Black  Hundred  "  agitators  endeavoured  to 
construe  this  verdict  into  a  pronouncement  that 
the  murder  was  a  Jewish  "  ritual  "  crime. 

We  cannot  leave  this  terrible  affair,  which  has 
illustrated  so  strikingly  the  mediaeval  notions 
governing  the  actions  of  the  Russian  bureau- 
cracy, without  recalling  the  extraordinary 
interest  taken  in  the  case  abroad.  Throughout 
the  world  the  reports  of  the  trial  were  accom- 
panied in  the  newspapers  by  outspoken  denun- 
ciations of  its  character  and  methods,  and  public 
feeling  against  the  Russian  authorities  ran  very 
high.  In  consequence  it  may  be  regarded  as 
highly  improbable  that  a  "ritual  murder" 
charge  will  ever  again  be  raised  in  a  Russian 
court  of  justice. 

Poland  and  Finland. 

Other  events  of  1913  can  receive  but  brief 
reference.  In  Poland  the  law  detaching  the 
Holm  district  and  transforming  it  into  a  Russian 
province  came  into  operation  in  August,  but  the 
Polish  Municipalities  Bill,  which  was  to  have 
compensated  for  that  outrage,  has  still  to  become 
law,  since  the  Council  of  State  persists  in  reject- 
ing the  clause  permitting  the  use  of  the  native 
language  in  the  proceedings  of  the  new  town 
councils.  Acts  of  repression  and  provocation 
have  been  frequent,  and  che  closure  by  official 
order  of  the  great  educational  association  known 
as  the  "  Kultura  Polska "  aroused  especial 
resentment.  A  regrettable  incident  of  the  year 
has  been  the  boycott  of  Jews  in  Poland. 

In  Finland  the  "  passive  resistance "  move- 
ment is  as  strong  as  ever.  A  large  number  of 
judges  of  the  Viborg  Court  of  Appeal  and  other 
officials  have  been  imprisoned  in  St.  Petersburg 
for  refusing  to  recognise  the  Russian  Equality 
Law  in  Finland,  which  was  passed  by  Imperial 
legislation  without  reference  to  the  Finnish  Diet. 
Naturally  the  Finns  do  not  regard  such  a  law  as 
binding  upon  them.  The  Government  has  intro- 
duced into  the  Duma  a  Bill  which  seeks  to  make 
Finland  amenable  to  Russian  laws  and  Russian 
tribunals  in  respect  of  so-called  "  political  " 
offences.  This  measure  has  been  described  as 
"  the  most  decisive  blow  yet  struck  at  Finland's 
autonomy." 

Adventures  Abroad. 

Abroad,  the  most  significant  action  taken  by 
Russia  has  been  the  creation  of  the  post  of 
Russian  Resident  at  Urga,  which  practically  pro- 
claims Northern  Mongolia  as  a  Russian  Depen- 
dency. The  ma  jority  of  the  Mongolian  Princes 
have  declared  themselves  opposed  to  Russian 
"protection."  In  Northern  Persia  the  Army  of 
Occupation,  which  in  February  numbered  L*>,400 
fmore  than  twice  the  strength  of  the  British 
Army  in  Egypt),  remains,  and  the  country  has 
virtually  been  annexed.  In  Turkish  Armenia 
Russia  is  seeking  to  obtain  a  strong  footing  by 
means  of  the  Russo-f lerman  scheme  of  reform. 
A  considerable  sensation  was  caused  in  the 
summer  by  the  seizure  of  a  Russian  named 
Adarnovitch  in  Egypt  and  his  extradition  to 
Russia,  where  he  was  wanted  on  a  charge  of  con- 
ducting a  Trade  Union  campaign. 

I)<  -re-ted  ;,i  home  and  condemned  abroad,  faced 
with  the  prospect  of  bankruptcy  and  torn  by 
internal  factions,  the  Russian  Government,  which 
is  now  making  feverish  efforts  to  secure  a  huge 
loan  with  which  to  bolster  up  the  threatened 
structure  of  the  bureaucracy,  can  hardly  review 
the  events  of  1913  or  contemplate  the  prospects 
of  t  he  coming  year  wit  h  any  degree  of  equanimity. 
For  the  face  of  the  people  is  now  set  forward, 
and  if  the  nation  do  but  trust  itself  there  will 
henceforth  be  no  looking  back. 


Helped  by  the  Okhrana. 

Subsequently,  at  Obraztsoff's  house,  the  assassins 
described  the  manner  in  which  they  had  accom- 
plished the  crime.  An  Okhrana  officer  named 
Shklaroff,  who  was  also  present,  added  that  he  had 
kept  watch  all  the  time  at  the  street-corner,  so  that 
in  case  the  men  were  pursued  he  could  say  that  they 
were  his  subordinates  and  had  been  with  him  the 
whole  time,  and  that  the  actual  murderers  had 
escaped.  They  had  also  prepared  a  story  that  Dr. 
Karavayeff  had  been  murdered  by  Jews  and  revolu- 
tionaries whom  he  had  received. 

Kasakoff  s  confession  was  signed  on  April  13th, 
1910,  and  was  accompanied  by  several  documents. 

At  the  end  of  the  discussion  in  the  Duma  Deputy 
Gololoboff,  one  of  the  incriminated  "  Unionists," 
announced  his  intention  of  prosecuting  on  a  charge 
of  libel  all  the  members  who  had  signed  the  inter- 
pellation. It  is  now  two  years  since  the  Council  of 
Ministers  originally  sanctioned  the  charge,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  heard  "  at  an  early  date  "  before  the 
First  Department  of  the  Council  of  State,  thus 
striking  a  fatal  blow  at  the  principle  of  immunity 
for  speeches  and  even  for  the  support  of  interpella- 
tions in  the  Duma. 

Further  details  of  the  murder  of  Dr.  Karavayeff 
have  just  been  published.  It  was  on  his  election  to 
the  second  Duma  that  the  Labour  leader  first  received 
threats  of  assassination.  In  February,  1907,  just 
before  starting  from  Ekaterinoslav  to  take  up  his 
Parliamentary  duties  in  St.  Petersburg,  he  received 
a  registered  letter  containing  the  representation  of  a 
skull  and  crossboncs  with  the  legend  "  The  Camorra 
of  the  People's  Revenge."  In  St.  Petersburg  he  also 
received  a  large  number  of  threatening  letters. 

Ineffectual  Warnings. 

On  the  dissolution  of  the  second  Duma  he 
returned  to  Ekaterinoslav,  where  he  resumed  his 
medical  practice,  devoting  his  spare  hours  no 
longer  to  politics,  but  to  educational  work,  such  as 
delivering  popular  lectures  on  physiology  and  kindred 
subjects.  But,  in  spite  of  his  retirement  from  active 
politics,  his  "  Black  Hundred  "  enemies  would  not 
leave  him  alone,  still  pestering  him  with  threatening 
letters.    To  these,  however,  the  former  deputy  paid 


A     REAL   RUSSIAN"  MURDER 


The  District  Court  of  Tashkent  has  sentenced  a 
member  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian  People  named 
Subbotin  to  three  years'  imprisonment  for  the 
murder  of  a  peasant. 

The  accused,  who  was  sentenced  to  penal  servi- 
tude a  few  years  ago  for  another  crime,  but  pardoned 
on  the  petition  of  the  local  "  patriotic  "  organisation, 
pleaded  that  his  victim  had  been  violently  abusing 
the  Government,  and  that,  as  his  patriotic  feelings 
could  not  stand  such  disloyalty  any  longer,  he- 
plunged  a  knife  into  the  peasant's  heart. 

Unfortunately  for  the  accused,  the  alleged  patriotic 
motive  found  no  corroboration  in  the  evidence  of  the 
witnesses. 


EXPULSION   OF  JEWS. 


Another  batch  of  eight  Jewish  families  is  to  be 
expelled  from  the  town  of  Krementchug,  in  the 
government  of  Poltava,  where  they  have  been  settled 
since  before  the  year  1882.  At  the  town  of  Pinsk,  in 
the  government  of  Minsk,  ninety-two  Jews  are  to  be 
tried  on  a  charge  of  trading  in  the  villages  of  the 
district.  They  are  liable  to  a  penalty  of  expulsion 
and  the  confiscation  of  their  stock. 


WHAT   SOLDIERS   MAY  READ. 


The  military  authorities  seem  to  be  bent  on  forcing 
politics  of  a  kind  upon  the  Army. 

General  Plehve,  Commander  of  the  Moscow 
Military  District,  has  ordered  the  soldiers'  libraries 
to  subscribe,  in  addition  to  the  official  publications, 
to  the  Ruxskoc  Znamya,  the  Zemsckina,  and  similar 
papers  of  an  extreme  reactionary  character. 

General  Rennenkampf,  commander  of  the  Wilna 
Military  District,  has  reprimanded  the  Military  Club 
managers  for  not  placing  these  edifying  papers  in 
the  reading-room,  while  he  has  forbidden  the  officers 
to  subscribe  to  the  Reich. 
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IDLE  DREAMS." 


Nineteen  years  ago  almost  to  a  day — on 
January  29th,  1895 — the  present  Tsar,  who  had 
just  ascended  the  throne  of  Russia,  received  a 
deputation  of  Zemstvo  members  and  others  who 
came  to  congratulate  him  upon  his  accession 
and  to  plead  for  the  grant  of  a  Constitution. 
The  reply  given  by  Nicholas  II.  on  that  occasion 
will  not  readily  be  forgotten  in  Russia.  He 
began  by  graciously  thanking  the  deputation  for 
its  loyal  message,  but,  that  done,  he  continued  in 
a  very  different  key.  "  I  know,"  said  the  Tsar, 
"  that  in  some  of  the  assemblies  of  the  Zemstvos 
voices  have  made  themselves  heard  in  a  sense 
which  indicates  the  desire  and  ambition  to 
realise  idle  dreams,  inasmuch  as  there  are 'people 
who  think  that  the  Zemstvos  may  be  permitted 
to  take  part  in  affairs  of  State.  Let  every  man 
know  that  I  dedicate  all  my  strength  to  the 
welfare  of  our  beloved  Russia,  but  that  I  am  also 
filled  with  an  equally  strong  determination,  as 
was  my  never-to-be-forgotten  father  before  me, 
to  maintain  the  Autocracy  unbending  and 
unchanged."  The  survivors  of  that  deoutation 
(which  included  M.  Roditcheff,  the  present 
Cadet  leader)  will  recall  the  profound  dismay 
and  indignation  which  the  new  Monarch's  words 
spread  throughout  the  ranks  of  Russian  Liberalism, 
and  the  powerful  and  striking  address  of  protest 
whicn  the  Zemstvo  members  sent  in  reply.  The 
dismissal  of  all  Constitutional  hopes  as  "idle 
dreams  "  was  declared  at  the  time  to  be  a  direct 
challenge  to  the  forces  of  Revolution,  which  it 
would  no  longer  be  possible  to  keep  in  restraint, 
and  this  prophecy  was  fulfilled  in  a  remarkable 
fashion  ten  years  later.  In  1905  Nicholas  II. 
was  forced  to  pay  with  interest  the  debt  he  had 
repudiated  with  so  high  a  hand  at  his  accession  ; 
and  the  flouted  Zemstvos  took  the  chief  part  in 
drawing  up  the  terms  of  the  surrender. 

We  are  reminded  of  this  memorable  episode  by 
the  speech  delivered  by  the  Tsar  last  Wednesday 
on  the  occasion  of  the  Zemstvo  Jubilee  celebra- 
tions. Replying  to  a  loyal  address  from  the 
representatives  of  local  self-government  gathered 
in  St.  Petersburg,  he  expressed  his  "  firm  assur- 
ance that  all  Zemstvo  work  undertaken  in 
close  co-operation  with  my  Government  will  be 
inspired  and  permeated  by  an  unbounded  care 
for  the  innumerable  local  wants  of  my  people 
and  their  welfare,"  and  declared  that  "  in  a 
circumspect  attention  to  local  needs  lies  the  chief 
pledge  for  the  development  of  the  whole  Empire." 
From  these  conditions  he  looked  forward  to  the  rise 
of  "  a  quiet,  healthy,  and  strong  Russia,  faithful 
to  her  historic  traditions,  happy  in  the  love  of  her 
grateful  sons,  and  proud  of  their  boundless  devo- 
tion to  the  Throne."  This  glowing  testimonial  to 
Zemstvo  work  and  its  possibilities  is  significant 
in  many  respects.  There  is  now  no  dismissal  of 
the  nation's  desire  for  co-operation  in  affairs  of 
State  as  "  idle  dreams  ";  it  is  the  Zemstvo  itself 
which  is  to  bring  about  the  Russian  millennium. 
Moreover,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  the  Tsar 
has  paid  a  striking  tribute  to  the  virtues  of 
representative  government.  If  the  Zemstvos, 
which  are  elected  by  national  (if  not  altogether 
by  popular)  vote,  are  able  to  effect  so  much  for 
Russia,  how  much  greater  must  be  the  possibili- 
ties inherent  in  the  State  Duma,  which  stands  in 
a  relation  to  the  Empire  similar  to  that  which 
the  Zemstvos  bear  towards  its  component  parts. 
To-day  the  attacks  upon  the  system  of  repre- 
sentative government  in  Reactionary  quarters 
are  more  menacing  than  they  have  been  since  the 


Revolution.  It  is  wefl,  therefore,  that  their 
authors  should  be  ma^3  to  realise  that  their 
campaign  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  views 
entertained  by  the  Tsar. 

And  yet  we  are  not!  without  misgiving  that 
to-day  Nicholas  II.  fiimself  is  indulging  in 
"  idle  dreams."  He  cherishes  a  vision  of  a 
Russia  made  healthy  am  strong  by  the  beneficent 
labours  of  the  Zemstvos  Before  that  can  come 
to  pass,  however,  the  arbitrary  power  of  the 
bureaucracy  will  have^to  be  curbed.  During 
the  fifty  years  of  their  |  dstence  it  is  from  this 
quarter  that  the  local  self-government  bodies 
have  met  with  the  most,  determined  and  savage 
opposition.  The  ambit;  ms  of  the  Zemstvo  and 
the  bureaucracy  must  a  ways  remain  hopelessly 
antagonistic,  for,  wher  as  the  one  stands  for 
freedom,  enlightenment  and  progress,  the  ideal 
of  the  other  is  slavery,  gnorance,  and  degrada- 
tion. It  is  only  by  keeping  the  people  in  chains 
that  the  bureaucracy  is :  able  to  thrive.  In  the 
struggle  that  has  been  i  'aged  for  half  a  century 
the  odds  have  been  all  i  '  favour  of  the  forces  of 
darkness.  The  franch  e  law  .which  regulates 
the  elections  to  the  Zemstvos  is,  as  we  have 
intimated,  by  no  means  of  a  popular  character, 
and  the  result  is  tha  these  assemblies  are 
largely  a  stronghold  \  of  the  nobility  and 
the  great  landowners-  In  spite  of  their 
innately  Conservative  -haracter,  however,  the 
Zemstvos  have  displaye  ,  a  commendable  anxiety 
to  improve  the  condiOns  of  life  throughout 
Russia.  But  they  hav  been  grievously  ham- 
pered by  the  law  wl  ''  wives  the  provincial 
Governor  the  power  i  /eto  any  of  their  deci- 
sions which  he  regards  as  undesirable.  This 
power  has  always  been  used  unsparingly,  and 
countless  projects  designed  to  effect  the  moral  or 
material  advancement  of  the  population  have 
been  butchered  at  the  caprice  of  the  local  satrap. 
In  other  ways  the  Zemstvos  are  severely  handi- 
capped. Their  budget  is  fixed  by  law,  so  that 
they  are  unable  to  extend  their  activities. 
Every  functionary  in  their  employ  must  be 
approved  of  by  the  Governor,  who  is  in  the 
habit  of  refusing  to  sanction  the  appointment  of 
those  whom  he  considers  to  be  "  politically 
unreliable."  The  Zemstvo  cannot  elect  its  own 
president,  and  frequently  the  members  of  its 
executive  (upravy)  whom  it  has  chosen  are  dis- 
placed by  candidates  nominated  by  the  Govern- 
ment authorities. 

Nevertheless  the  Zemstvos  have  to  some  extent 
triumphed  over  the  many  obstacles  placed  in 
their  path.  In  spite  of  their  composition,  they 
have,  as  a  rule,  shown  themselves  to  be  sincerely 
desirous  of  effecting  far-reaching  reforms.  To 
their  efforts  in  the  cause  of  the  Constitution  we 
have  already  referred.  Apart,  however,  from 
this  great  political  achievement,  it  may  be  said 
that  whatever  Russia  h  is  gained  during  the  past 
fifty  years  in  the  domain  of  popular  education, 
of  public  hygiene,  and  of  other  branches  of  social 
work  has  been  gained  through  the  Zemstvos. 
The  country  is  still  deplorably  backward  in  these 
respects  ;  but  without  the  labours  of  the  self- 
government  bodies  it  would  still  have  been 
wallowing  in  the  mirs  of  the  Middle  Ages. 
Between  1880  and  1911  the  number  of  primary 
schools  in  European  Russia  was  raised  from 
22,770  to  80,377  (we  take  our  figures  from  M. 
Alexinsky's  Modern  Russia,  that  storehouse  of 
valuable  information  on  Russian  conditions)  ;  but 
in  order  to  give  all  her  children  even  the  minimum 
of  education,  Russia  requires  three  times  as  many 
of  these  institutions  as  she  possesses  to-day.  By 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  primary 
schools  is  borne  by  the  local  bodies ;  the 
State  contributes  no  more  than  U  per  cent,  of 
the  total.  In  the  field  of  public  medicine  and 
hygiene,  which  is  still  in  a  deplorable  condition, 


the  Zemstvos  have  been  the  only  active  agency  ; 
the  Government  itself  has  done  absolutely 
nothing  to  improve  the  health  of  the  people,  the 
figures  regarding  which  are  nothing  less  than 
appalling.  Not  the  least  valuable  of  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  Zemstvos  has  been  their  organisa- 
tion of  statistical  bureaux,  whose  publications 
provide  practically  the  only  reliable  groundwork 
for  the  study  of  the  economic  conditions  pre- 
vailing in  Russia.  But  in  this  department,  too, 
they  have  met  with  severe  obstruction  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  which  desires  nothing 
less  than  that  the  true  state  of  Russia's  domestic 
affairs  should  stand  revealed  to  the  world.  Here 
we  have  typified  the  present  situation  of  the 
Zemstvos  after  fifty  years  of  struggle.  They 
are  still  groping  their  way  towards  the  light, 
and  the  Government  is  still  placing  every 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  their  progress.  Until 
the  bureaucracy  is  deprived  of  the  weapons  it  at 
present  so  effectively  wields,  the  Tsar's  aspira- 
tions for  a  strong  and  healthy  Russia  must  always 
remain  "  idle  dreams." 


THE   ZEMSTVO  JUBILEE. 


Municipal  Celebrations  Vetoed   by  tbe 
Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg. 

The  Zemstvo  Jubilee  celebrations  opened  a  week 
ago  in  St.  Petersburg,  and  came  to  a  close  on  Saturday 
night. 

Opinions  within  the  Cabinet  were  divided  in 
advance  with  regard  to  the  celebrations.  Some  of 
the  Ministers  held  that,  on  principle,  the  jubilee 
should  not  be  invested  witri  any  particularly  soieum 
character,  but  this  view  did  not  in  the  end  prevail. 
It  was  decided  that  official  ceremonies  should  take 
place,  but  that  at  the  same  time  official  contempt 
for  the  local  self-government  bodies  should  be 
exhibited. 

The  most  striking  manifestation  of  this  attitude 
was  witnessed  in  an  order  addressed  by  the  grado- 
natchalnik,  or  Prefect,  of  St.  Petersburg,  Major- 
General  Dratchevsky,  to  the  Mayor  of  the  metropolis, 
vetoing  the  decision  of  the  Town  Council  to  hold  a 
celebration  meeting.  The  organising  committee  of 
the  Town  Council  thereupon  appealed  to  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  ;  but  M.  Maklakoff  informed 
the  Mayor  that  he  could  not  interfere  with  the 
authority  of  the  Prefect  in  that  matter.  He  pointed 
out  at  the  same  time  that  the  projected  meeting 
involved  several  infringements  of  the  existing  regula- 
tions, since  it  was  to  be  presided  over  by  the  Mayor 
and  not  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  while 
persons  other  than  Town  Councillors  were  to  be 
admitted,  and  that  at  a  time  when  the  Town  Council 
was  not  sitting.  The  Minister  concluded  by  advising 
the  Mayor  to  apply  to  the  Prefect  for  permission  to 
hold  the  proposed  meeting  under  the  existing  rules. 

The  members  of  the  organising  committee  were 
thus  placed  in  a  serious  dilemma,  as  they  were  not 
sure  whether  the  Town  Council  and  the  Zemstvo 
workers  themselves  would  care  to  make  their  jubilee 
meeting  dependent  on  the  discretion  of  a  commis- 
sary of  police,  who  at  his  own  will  could  put  an  end 
to  the  proceedings  by  uttering  the  fatal  words 
'  Zakryvayu  sobranie  "  ("  I  close'the  meeting  ").  The 
projected  gathering  had  therefore  to  be  abandoned. 

This,  however,  was  not  the  only  difficulty  with 
which  the  St.  Petersburg  municipal  authorities  were 
confronted.  At  the  last  moment  the  Prefect  further 
informed  the  Mayor  that  even  at  the  entertainment 
to  be  given  at  the  premises  of  the  Nobility  Assembly 
the  Town  Councillors  would  only  be  admitted  on 
the  presentation  of  police  certificates  of  their 
identity,  which  would  not  be  issued  to  them  unless 
they  made  personal  application  for  that  purpose  at 
the  office  of  the  Prefecture. 

At  the  gatherings  in  which  the  representatives  of 
the  Zemstvos  took  part  the  oppression  of  these  bodies 
by  the  local  authorities  formed  a  frequent  subject  of 
conversation.  The  Chairman  of  the  Zemstvo 
executive  of  the  government  of  Kostroma,  M.  Lujin, 
stated  that,  although  the  progressive  elements  had 
been  weeded  out  from  the  Zemstvos  by  the  Govern- 
ment, they  contained  but  few  defenders  of  the  present 
regime. 
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THE    NEW  BUDGET. 

II.*— The    Ruinous    Effects    of  Russia's 
Huge   Foreign  Debt. 


To  avoid  the  necessity  of  reverting  once  again  to 
the  question  of  foreign  loans  and  the  Russian 
National  Debt  I  will  quote  the  opinion  of  a  person 
well  versed  in  Russian  linancial  aifairs.  I  refer  to 
M.  Lysis,  the  well-known  French  author,  who  some 
four  years  ago  contributed  to  the  Grande  Revue,  a 
series  of  articles  on  the  economic  and  financial 
condition  of  Russia.    Therein  he  wrote  :  — 

"As  Russia  1ns  to  pay  the  foreigner  64  per  cent,  of 
her  debt — i.e.;  at  the  present  time  (in  1910)  694 
millions  of  francs  in  coupons,  plus  interest  and  divi- 
dends in  private  companies  estimated  at  70  million 
francs,  plus  the  expenses  of  her  diplomats  and  other 
officials  abroad,  some  1 50  million  francs — it  is  estimated 
that  Russia  has  to  export  annually  a  sum  of  915  million 
francs  in  gold  (£36,600,000).  Now  she  is  destitute  of 
the  precious  metal  (prior  to  the  French  loans  she 
lived  under  a  regime  of  paper  money),  she  receives 
none  from  abroad,  and  her  gold  mines  produce  only 
an  average  of  150  million  francs  (£6,000,000) 
annually.  In  order  to  procure  the  765  million  francs' 
worth  of  yellow  metal  which  she  requires  every  year 
to  avoid  bankruptcy,  Russia  is  compelled  to  rely 
exclusively  upon  the  excess  of  her  exports  over  her 
imports.  The  precarious  nature  of  this  excess  is 
shown  by  the  following  figures.  The  superior  value 
of  the  exports  in  1900  was  234  million  francs  ;  in 
1901,437  millions;  in  1902,  678  millions  ;  in  1903,  830 
millions  ;  in  1904,  923  millions  ;  in  1905,  1,149  millions  ; 
in  1906,  764  millions  ;  in  1907,  549  millions  ;  in  1908, 
495  millions. 

Why  Hussia  Must  Always  Borrow. 

Thus,  during  these  nine  years  the  excess  of  exports 
over  imports  was  on  five  occasions  less  than  the 
amount  of  coupon  payments  which  Russia  has  to 
make  abroad.  The  excess  of  exports  during 
the  nine  years  under  review  averaged  673  million 
francs,  or  242  million  francs  less  than  the  sum 
absolutely  required  for  paying  interest  on  the  foreign 
debt.  The  plain  meaning  of  this  is  that  if  Russia 
were  not  obliged  to  borrow  continually  and 
indefinitely  in  order  to  make  good  the  deficit  in  her 
Budget,  she  would  still  be  compelled  to  do  so  on 
account  of  her  eternal  poverty  of  gold.  The  Russian 
Budget  may  be  compared  to  the  cask  of  Greek 
mythology,  emptying  itself  as  soon  as  it  is  filled  This 
constant  leakage  of  gold,  for  which  there  is  no 
remedy,  is  exhausting  the  country''  (La  Grande 
Revue,  February  10th,  1910,  pp.  465-6). 

Another  Frenchman  gives  utterance  to  the  same 
opinion — namely,  the  contributor  to  Le  Corrcspondant, 
whose  latest  article  was  quoted  by  me  in  Darkest 
Russia  on  January  7th  of  this  year.  On  September 
25th,  1912,  he  contributed  to  this  publication  an 
article  on  the  true  state  of  Franco-Russian  relations, 
in  which  the  following  passage  occurs  : — "  The 
Russian  debt  is  almost  entirely  foreign,  and  the 
payment  of  coupons  abroad  necessitates  the  annual 
export  of  gold  in  considerable  qualities.  To  procure 
this  gold  Russia  has  only  two  resources — foreign 
loans  and  the  export  of  wheat.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  in  the  event  of  a  series  of  bad  harvests  it  is  im- 
possible to  pay  the  coupons."  He  even  maintains  in 
the  most  positive  manner  that  the  Franco-Russian 
Alliance  is  based  on  nothing  but  these  Russian  loans. 
"The  Franco-Russian  Alliance  has  been,  is,  and  long 
will  be,  first  and  foremost  a  financial  question — on 
the  one  hand  for  Russia,  who  had  a  pressing  need 
for  money  in  order  to  avoid  bankruptcy,  and  is 
periodically  in  want  of  more,  and  on  the  other 
hand  for  certain  financial  and  political  go-betweens 
who  have  drawn,  are  drawing,  and  will  continue  to 
draw  material  profits  therefrom." 

Cost  of  Floating  Russian  Loans. 

As  regards  the  last  statement  we  find  a  striking 
illustration  in  M.  Kokovtsoff's  report.  The  cost  of 
floating  the  Russian  loans  and  the  "commissions''  of 
the  bankers  amount  to  nearly  8  million  roubles 
for  a  period  of  seven  years.  It  is  a  good  stroke  of 
business  for  those  who  get  their  "  commissions,"  but 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  either  that  the  Russian  loans 
arc  issued  at  a  considerable  discount.  The  cost  of 
flotation  for  Russian  loans  is  higher  than  for  those 
of  any  great  Power  in  the  whole  world.  M.  Hugo 
Ganz,  the  well-known  journalist  and  contributor  to  the 
Neuc  l-  rcic  Preise,  reports  in  his  book  a  conversation 
with  a  Russian  bank  director,  who  said:  "  No  country 
in  the  world  pays  such  a  high  commission  on  foreign 
loans  as  we  do.  Prussia  pays  I,  per  cent.,  Austria  i| 
per  cent.,  while  we  pay  3  per  cent.,  and,  between 
our  elve*,  they  are  not  satisfied  with  their  3  per 
cent.,  for  the  banks  that  float  the  loans  even  pocket 
6  per  cent.,  especially  if  to  begin  with  they  have 
been  somewhat  backward  in  agreeing  to  raise  the 
money.  Calculate  what  6  per  cent,  means  on 
a   loan  of  500  or  600    million   roubles.  Take 

•  The  previous  article  appeared  last  week 


the  lesser  figure— that  makes  30  millions.  Do 
you  imagine,  by  any  chance,  that  the  banks  belong  to 
the  Salvation  Army,  and  are  able  to  withstand  such  a 
tempting  piece  of  business  ?  "  (Hugo  Ganz,  La 
D&bacle  Rw.se,  pp.  78,  79.) 

Le  Corrcspondant  affirms  that  if  Russia  requires 
the  financial  co-operation  of  France,  the  latter  is  also 
in  a  state  of  dependence  on  her  "  friend  and  ally," 
because  the  Paris  Exchange  has  embarked  such  an 
enormous  amount  of  capital  in  Russian  finance  that 
she  is  unable  to  refuse  assistance  to  Russia.  "  There 
are  nearly  17  milliards  f £'680,000,000)  of  French 
money  in  Russia,  and  if  Russia  were  compelled  to 
suspend  payment  on  the  coupons  for  a  single  quarter- 
year  an  unprecedented  crash  would  result.  A  re- 
markable system  of  advertisement,  prosecuted  with 
great  ability  and  no  less  perseverance,  has  hawked 
the  script  throughout  the  country  to  the  most  remote 
corners.  As  in  the  case  of  Panama,  the  script  is  in 
the  hands  of  every  class,  even  the  humblest." 

France's  Danger. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  these  words  appeared  in  a 
Conservative  organ,  and  that  they  were  published  in 
September,  191 2 — that  is  to  say,  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  Russian  Government  was  announcing  to 
all  Furope  the  prosperity  and  "  brilliant  condition  " 
of  its  finances.  Another  moderate  organ,  Le  Journal 
de  Geneve,  gave  expression  to  the  same  opinion,  but 
in  still  franker  terms.  "A  Russian  crash,"  it  stated, 
"  would  produce  throughout  France  a  profound 
commotion,  which  the  political  regime  held  respon- 
sible for  the  losses  ■  sustained  would,  perhaps,  be 
unable  to  survive.  A  grave  error  has  been  committed 
in  permitting  these  great  and  too  frequent  flotations, 
and  this  imprudence  may  some  day  be  paid  for 
heavily.  Russia  has  sometimes  profited  from  this 
state  of  things  in  obtaining,  by  means  of  veiled 
threats,  either  fresh  financial  assistance,  or  political 
concessions,  or  else  an  indulgence  for  her  little 
infidelities.  The  trouble  is  that  the  further  one  is 
drawn  into  consenting  to  additional  financial  sacri- 
fices, the  greater  becomes  the  difficulty  of  clearing 
up  the  situation  when  that  course  becomes  inevit- 
able "  (Journal  de  Geneve,  July  8th,  1912). 

The  contributor  to  Le  Corrcspondant  accuses  the 
Russian  Government  of  deceiving  public  opinion  in 
France  and  of  bribing  the  French  Press  :  "  The 
Russian  Government  takes  the  necessary  precautions 
for  ensuring  that  the  French  public  learns  nothing 
more  than  it  ought  to  know.  In  1910  (and  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  just  the  same  to-day) 
the  Russian  Fmbassy  in  P'.iis  spent  1,200,000  francs 
(£48,000)  upon  this  secA  service,  quite  apart  from 
the  sums  paid  through  ^ffler  channels  for  financial 
advertisements,  &c."  (Le  Corrcspondant,  September 
25th,  1912). 

The  Russian  Taxpayer's  Huge  Burden. 

If,  however,  the  financial  policy  of  Tsarism  is 
baneful  from  the  French  point  of  view,  it  is  ten  times 
more  so  for  the  mass  of  the  Russian  nation.  This 
policy  places  an  enormous  burden  on  the  back^of 
the  Russian  taxpayer.  In  1908  the  State  spent  3976 
million  roubles  on  paving  interest,  on  amortisation, 
and  on  "commissions,"  &c.  ;  in  1909  the  sum  was 
395  million  roubles ;  in  it)io,  409  millions  ;  in 
1911,  399"3  millions;  in  1912,  393'fj  millions;  in 
1913,  402-8  millions ;  and  in  1914,  according  to 
M.  Kokovtsoff's  estimates,  it  will  again  pay  402-8 
million  roubles  (see  Report  on  the  Budget  for  1914, 
Vol.  I.,  p.  120). 

For  an  industrial  country  with  an  immense  pro- 
ductivity such  an  annual  payment  might  not  perhaps 
appear  excessive.  But  Russia  is  an  agricultural 
country,  and  the  standard  of  prosperity  among  her 
population  is  very  low,  the  average  income  being 
only  50  to  60  roubles  per  capita  (including  women 
and  children).  The  Budget  for  1914  amounts  to 
3!  milliards  of  roubles,  which,  with  a  population  of 
160  millions,  works  out  at  22  roubles  a  head.  Thus 
Tsarism  takes  from  each  individual  from  33  to  44  per 
cent,  of  his  total  income. 

In  a  future  article  I  shall  show  from  what  sources 
and  by  what  methods  Tsarism  extracts  its  revenues, 
and  in  what  manner  it  spends  the  £373,800,000  of 
which  it  has  the  handling. 

GRKGOIKli  ALIiXINSKV. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE    MINISTER    OF  EDUCATION. 

Reports  of  M.  Kasso's  Dismissal  Denied. 

It  is  stated  that,  owing  to  the  influence  of  the 
Extreme  Reactionaries  at  C6urt,  the  dismissal  of  M. 
Kasso,  the  Minister  of  Education,  which  was  con- 
sidered to  be  imminent,  has  been  averted.  The 
Minister's  recent  audience  at  Tsarskoe  Selo  is  further 
said  to  have  confirmed  him  in  his  former  authority. 

A  meeting  held  by  a  number  of  I'nivcrsity  pro- 
fessors belonging  to  the  Right,  most  of  whom  are 
M.  Kasso's  own  creatures,  has  resolved  to  send  a 
telegram  thanking  the  Minister  of  Education  for  his 
policy,  which,  with  amazing  effrontery,  they  declare 
has  restored  peace  to  the  high  schools. 


BLOODY  SUNDAY  ANNIVERSARY. 

104,000  Workmen  Strike  in  Memory  of 
their  Massacred  Comrades. 

Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  holding  public 
meeting-,  in  Russia,  the  workmen  are  reduced  to 
venting  their  grievance-  by  means  of  political  strikes. 

On  the  22nd  inst.  an  imposing  demonstration  took 
place  in  St.  Petersburg  to  mark  the  ninth  anniversary 
of  "Bloody  Sunday,"  in  commemoration  of  the 
massacre  of  the  unarmed  procession,  singing  hymns, 
led  by  the  late  Father  Gapon  to  the  Winter  Palace 
in  1 905 1  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a  petition  to 
the  Tsar. 

In  spite  of  the  numerous  arrests  made  by  Okhrana 
orders  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  both  within  and 
without  St.  Petersburg,  the  metropolis  assumed  an 
unusual  aspect  in  the  early  hours  of  that  day.  As 
early  as  5  a.m.  the  police  appeared  in  increased 
numbers  not  only  in  the  central  streets,  but  also  in 
the  outskirts.  The  Prefect  made  several  rounds  of 
the  town  during  the  morning. 

This  year  the  demonstrations  differed  from  those 
of  previous  years  by  reason  of  the  larger  number  of 
strikers  and  of  persons  arrested.  In  the  Viborg 
district  the  strike  embraced  not  only  all  the  private 
works,  but  the  Government  factories  as  well.  The 
total  number  of  strikers  was  104,000,  and  sixty-five 
arrests  were  made  before  noon.  One  woman  wa? 
arrested  for  carrying  a  Hag  bearing  the  inscription  : 
"  In  Memory  of  the  Dead  Champions  of  Liberty.' 


PRESS    WRITERS  PROSECUTED. 

Charge  of  Belonging  to  the  Social 
Democratic  Party. 

Several  contributors  to  the  suppressed  Labour 
organ,  the  Pravda,  have  already  been  served  with 
summonses  under  Article  102  of  the  Penai  Code  on 
the  charge  of  belonging  to  the  Social  Democratic 
party. 

As  far  back  as  November,  191 2,  a  number  of 
writers  on  that  paper  were  arrested,  some  of  them 
being  expelled,  while  others  were  allowed  to  remain 
in  St.  Petersburg  under  police  surveillance.  This 
was  followed  by  repeated  searches  at  the  offices  of 
the  journal,  in  the  course  of  which  various  documents 
were  seized,  including  the  contributors'  accounts  and 
the  list  of  subscribers. 

The  Social  Democratic  members  of  the  Duma 
demanded  an  explanation  of  these  proceedings  from 
the  head  of  the  Police  Department,  and  received  the 
reply  that  the  searches  and  arrests  had  been  carried 
out  by  order  of  the  gendarmerie  of  the  government 
of  St.  Petersburg. 


SUPPRESSING   THE  PRESS. 

The  St.  Petersburg  Press  Committee  has  ordered 
the  confiscation  of  a  recent  issue  of  the  Vetchernexc 
Vremya,  whose  editor,  M.  Boris  Suvorin,  is  being 
prosecuted  under  Articles  128  and  1024  of  the  Penal 
Code  for  publishing  an  article  entitled  "  In  Synod 
Circles." 

The  Retch  has  been  fined  500  roubles  for  an  article 
in  its  issue  of  January  16th  entitled  "  The  Builders 
and  the  Destroyers,''  commenting  on  the  recent 
Primary  Teachers'  Conference. 

The  issue  of  the  Dzives  Bats  for  January  16th  has 
been  confiscated  on  account  of  an  article  entitled 
"The  Struggle  Continues."  For  the  publication  of 
an  article  on  the  following  day  entitled  "  Peace  on 
Earth"  the  editor  of  the  same  paper  has  been  fined 
300  roubles.  Owing  to  the  recent  avalanche  of  fines 
the  journal  has  now  had  to  cease  publication. 

The  St.  Petersburg  Press  Committee  has  ordered 
the  confiscation  of  No.  422  of  the  Novaya  Rabotcliaya 
Ga:ela,  whose  editor  is  being  prosecuted  under 
Article  129  of  the  Penal  Code  for  the  publication  of 
an  article  entitled  "  Compulsory  Education."  A  fine 
of  500  roubles  has  also  been  again  imposed  on  this 
paper. 

The  same  Committee  has  ordered  the  confiscation 
of  No.  7  of  the  Bodraya  Mysl,  and  the  prosecution  of 
its  editor  under  Articles  129  and  1034  of  the  Penal 
Code  for  the  publication  of  three  articles  entitled 
"The  Legal  Order,"  "The  Differences  among 
Russian  Social  Democrats,"  and  "  Notes  on  the 
Labour  Movement." 

The  fine  of  2,000  roubles  imposed  on  M.  Hanson, 
a  former  editor  of  the  Kiir,  an  Esthonian  paper,  has 
been  increased  to  4,000  roubles.  The  editor  is  still  in 
pi  ison. 

The  editor  of  the  Yujny  Kray  has  been  fined  500 
roubles  by  the  governor  of  Kharkov  for  an  article  on 
M.  Kasso,  Minister  of  Public  Instruction. 


The  authorities  of  the  Novgorod-Syeversk  district 
of  the  Government  of  Tchernigov  are  expelling 
Jewish  tenants  who  have  been  working  the  lime-kilns 
there  for  over  ten  years. 


January  28.  1914. 
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NOTES. 


Zemstvoists  in  St.  Petersburg. 

The  official  attitude  displayed  towards  the 
Zemstvo  Jubilee  celebrations  was  illustrative  of 
the  contempt  which  the  bureaucracy  has  always 
felt  for  the  organs  of  local  self-government.  The 
Town  Council  of  St.  Petersburg  had  arranged  to 
entertain  the  visitors  at  a  public  reception ;  but 
this  function  was  vetoed  by  the  Prefect  on  the 
amazing  ground  that  it  would  be  illegal,  and  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  supported  him  in  his 
objection.  The  members  of  the  Town  Council 
were  further  outraged  by  being  required  to  pro- 
duce police  certificates  of  their  identity  before 
being  admitted  to  another  celebration  arranged  in 
honour  of  the  Zemstvo  repi'esentatives.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  that  "close  co-operation  "  between  the 
local  councils  and  the  Government  which  the  Tsar 
predicated  in  his  speech  on  Wednesday  will  never 
be  effected  as  long  as  the  bureaucracy  has  any  say 
in  the  matter.  However  much  the  Monarch  may 
laud  the  Zemstvo  ideal,  his  words  find  no  echo  in 
the  actions  of  his  officials. 


The  Demands  of  Education. 

The  Conference  of  Primary  Teachers  which 
has  just  been  held  in  St.  Petersburg  was  the  first 
o-athering  of  the  kind  for  which  official  sanction 
could  be  procured ;  it  will  probably  also  be  the 
last — at  any  rate  under  the  present  regime.  In 
spite  of  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  authori- 
ties to  11  pack  "  the  Conference  by  keeping  away 
all  who  were  not  regarded  as  "  politically  sound," 
it  was  attended  by  six  thousand  teachers  from 
all  parts  of  the  Empire,  who  showed  them- 
selves to  be  unanimous  in  their  detestation  of 
the  Government's  educational  policy.  The  reso- 
lutions passed  by  the  various  sections  which  call 
for  special  notice  are  those  demanding  the  aboli- 
tion of  Jewish  restrictions  in  the  schools  and  the 
employment,  among  the  non-Russian  nationali- 
ties, of  the  native  language  as  the  medium  of 
instruction.  In  support  of  the  latter  demand 
there  was  ample  testimony  from  Ukrainian, 
Lettish,  Georgian,  Armenian,  and  other  teachers 
which  showed  that  the  compulsory  use  of  Russian 
as  the  medium  of  instruction  in  these  regions 
turned  education  into  a  veritable  farce,  as  the 
majority  of  the  children,  who  came  from  homes 
where  nothing  but  the  native  tongue  was  spoken, 
were  absolutely  unable  to  understand  what  was 
said  to  them.  Nevertheless  the  Nationalists 
have  raised  a  great  outcry  against  these  resolu- 
tions, which  they  regard  as  subversive  of  the 
cardinal  principle  of  their  policy  of  "  russifica- 
tion."  As  to  the  demand  for  the  abolition  of 
Jewish  restrictions,  its  adoption  without  a  dissen- 
tient voice  must  have  opened  the  eyes  of  these 
same  gentry,  among  whom,  we  are  told,  it  has 
fallen  with  the  effect  of  a  bombshell.  Every 
Russian  who  has  any  regard  for  education,  it  is 
clear,  condemns  the  preposterous  policy  which 
withholds  its  benefits  from  millions  of  Russian 
subjects.  It  is,  however,  extremely  disconcerting 
to  the  Reactionaries  that  facts  of  this  kind  should 


be  made  so  palpable ;  and  that  is  why  the 
Government's  experiment  in  allowing  a  Primary 
Teachers'  Conference  is  not  likely  to  be  repeated. 

The  Teacher's  Lot. 

Apropos  of  the  Conference,  our  St.  Petersburg 
correspondent,  in  a  very  informing  letter,  gives 
us  some  account  of  the  constant  round  of  oppres- 
sion which  makes  up  the  life  of  the  Russian 
primary  teacher.  It  is  bad  enough  that  the 
schools  should  be  miserably  equipped  from  the 
point  of  view  alike  of  health,  of  comfort,  and 
of  scholarship.  In  addition  to  suffering  gi^eat 
physical  hardship  and  being  severely  handicapped 
as  the  result  of  these  conditions,  the  teacher  has 
to  struggle  against  the  machinations  of  a  whole 
army  of  official  and  unofficial  superiors,  who 
harass  him  in  every  direction.  Unless  he 
manages  to  conciliate  even  the  most  insignificant 
of  the  local  officials  and  complies  with  the  unruly 
caprice  of  every  village  constable  who  comes 
across  his  path,  he  is  In  dangei  of  being- 
denounced  as  "  unsound,"  and  dismissed  without 
cause  or  explanation.  In  the  eyes  of  the 
bureaucracy,  of  course,  education  is  the  enemy, 
and  this  explains  why  its  exponents  are  always 
objects  of  official  ihate  and  suspicion.  The  school 
inspectors  are  invariably  devoid  of  all  educational 
qualifications,  and  in  practice  play  the  part  of 
policemen.  When  a  charge  of  any  kind  is 
brought  against  a  teacher  before  the  School 
Council,  the  accused  person  is  given  no  oppor- 
tunity of  replying  to  it,  and  is  frequently  sen- 
tenced to  dismissal  without  even  any  attempt  at 
investigation.  Such  is  the  spirit  in  which  the 
Russian  Government  sets  about  its  task  of 
educating  the  Russian  people,  whose  defects  in 
this  respect  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that 
close  upon  80  per  cent,  of  the  entire  population 
are  illiterate. 

Count  Witte  on  the  Vodka  Monopoly. 

Last  Wednesday,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Council  of  State  after  the  Christmas  recess, 
Count  Witte  delivered,  in  accordance  with  anti- 
cipation, an  important  speech  on  the  part  played 
by  the  vodka  monopoly  in  the  present  financial 
system  of  the  State.  At  the  time  of  writing  we 
have  before  us  only  a  telegraphed  summary  of  the 
speech,  with  which  we  shall  deal  more  fully  in 
our  next  issue.  We  gather  from  this  account, 
however,  that  his  attack  on  M.  Kokovtsoff's 
financial  policy  was  of  a  particularly  scathing 
character.  The  aim  of  that  policy,  he  declared, 
was  to  pump  as  much  money  as  possible  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  people  by  forcing  the  alcohol 
sales.  The  fiscal  regulations  and  the  apathy 
displayed  by  the  provincial  Governors  com- 
bined to  obstruct  all  attempts  at  sup- 
pressing the  evil  of  drunkenness,  which 
gained  further  ground  by  the  restrictions  to 
which  the  work  of  the  temperance  organisations 
was  subjected.  The  Mephistopheles  of  the  drink 
monopoly  was  continuing  to  play  his  devilish 
part  in  the  economy  of  the  Minister  of  Finance, 
whose  "  free  balance  "  was  exclusively  the  result 
of  the  vodka  revenue  ;  and  there  was  no  doubt 
that  the  same  source  would  be  tapped  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  the  impending  increase  of 
the  country's  expenditure.  Count  Witte's  well- 
known  concern  for  temperance  work  was  evinced 
only  a  month  ago  in  the  Council  of  State,  when 
he  delivered  a  spirited  protest  against  the 
repeated  postponement  of  the  Bill  for  Combating 
Drunkenness ;  and  his  present  attack  upon 
M.  Kokovtsoff  does  not  lose  in  significance  when 
it  is  remembered  that  he  himself  was  the 
"father"  of  the  drink  monopoly,  which,  in  his 
own  words,  he  "  intended  for  an  honest  life,  and 
not  for  one  of  vice." 

Francis  de  Pressense. 

To  those  who  are  working  in  the  cause  of 
Russian  freedom  the  death  of  M.  Francis  de 


Pressense  brings  with  it  the  sense  of  a  special  loss. 
After  the  world  has  paid  its  homage  to  the 
memory  of  a  man  who  literally  sacrificed  his 
brilliant  career  as  a  writer  and  a  politician  on  the 
altar  of  abstract  justice,  and  who  shrank  from 
no  consequence  of  his  great-hearted  courage  that 
Dreyfus  might  be  saved,  we  would  record  also 
our  particular  admiration  of  his  spirited  efforts 
on  behalf  of  the  victims  of  Russian  oppression. 
As  President  of  the  Ligue  des  Droits  de  I'Homme 
he  repeatedly  drew  the  attention  of  the  French 
people  to  the  intolerable  conditions  prevailing  in 
Russia  ;  and  our  readers  will  remember  especially 
a  line  and  outspoken  address  which  he  delivered 
in  Paris  about  a  year  ago  on  the  subject  of 
Russian  prison  atrocities,  and  which,  after  being 
summarised  in  our  columns,  was  published  in 
full  in  an  English  translation  by  the  Society  of 
the  Friends  of  Russian  Freedom.  He  also  en- 
deavoured to  persuade  his  Government  to  take 
action  in  respect  of  Jewish  passport  restrictions, 
and  interested  himself  in  the  doings  of  the 
Russian  secret  police-agents  in  France.  In  the 
( 'ourrier  Europeen  and  L'Humanife  he  never  tired 
of  denouncing  Russian  injustice  and  brutality, 
and  it  is  characteristic  of  his  fearless  spirit  that 
he  did  not  shrink  from  condemning  as  well  the 
Franco-Russian  Alliance,  on  the  ground  that  it 
meant  French  acquiescence  in  this  oppressive 
system.  M.  de  Pressense  was  a  brave  and  honest 
man  ;  but  even  the  many  enemies  he  made  in 
consequence  cannot  soil  the  fairness  of  his  fame, 
or  stain  the  beauty  of  his  sacrifice. 

The  Death  of  M.  Mechelin. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  learn,  when  on 
the  point  of  going  to  press,  of  the  death  of  M. 
Leo  Mechelin,  the  "  Grand  Old  Man  "  of  Finland, 
and  the  most  distinguished  of  those  who  have 
worked  and  suffered  in  the  cause  of  the  country's 
Constitutional  rights.  His  courage  and  his 
popularity  with  his  own  people  were  unbounded, 
and  his  memory  will  be  held  in  the  highest 
respect  by  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with 
Finnish  affairs.  More  extended  reference  to  the 
late  M.  Mechelin's  career  will  be  made  in  our 
next  issue.   

DISAPPOINTED  "UNIONISTS." 

Failure  of  the  "Black  Hundred"  Confer- 
ence at  Kiev. 

The  second  Conference  of  the  rural  delegates  of 
the  Union  of  the  Russian  People  from  the  govern- 
ment of  Kiev,  held  in  the  city  of  Kiev,  has  dis- 
appointed the  expectations  of  its  organisers.  The 
unsophisticated  peasants  showed  themselves  chiefly 
interested  in  the  land  question,  to  which  they  returned 
at  every  debate.  When  the  organisers  of  the  Con- 
ference advised  them  to  look  for  land  in  Siberia,  the 
peasants  replied,  "  Let  the  landowners  go  there." 

The  hostile  attitude  displayed  by  the  delegates 
compelled  the  organisers  to  withdraw  the  projected 
appeal  for  contributions  towards  the  erection  of  a 
Yuschinsky  Memorial  Chapel.  Even  the  distribu- 
tion of  copies  of  the  Dvuglavy  Orel  (Two-headed 
Eagle),  with  a  picture  of  the  mutilated  head  of  Yus- 
chinsky, missed  its  effect.  On  viewing  the  picture 
several  peasants  loudly  declared  their  disbelief  in  the 
vile  allegation  that  Jews  use  human  blood. 


A  PRISON  DEATH-TRAP. 


A    Hundred    Convicts    in    a  Single 
Ward    Die    of  Consumption, 

The  Saratov  District  Court  has  tried  nine  life  con- 
victs who  are  charged  with  having  made  an  attempt 
to  escape  from  prison.  Evidence  was  given  to  the 
effect  that  the  prisoners  had  made  a  hole  in  the  wall 
of  their  cell,  in  order  to  bring  about  their  transfer 
to  another  ward,  their  reason  being  that  out  of  130 
inmates  of  their  own  ward  as  many  as  100  had  died 
of  consumption. 

The  Court  condemned  five  of  the  accused  to  be 
kept  in  solitary  confinement  for  a  month,  while  the 
others  were  acquitted. 

The  Army  Medical  Academy  authorities  have 
received  orders  not  to  admit  in  future  to  examinations 
for  a  practitioner's  licence  any  Jews  who  have  taken 
a  medical  degree  abroad. 


16 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


Jancakv  M,  PjM 


THE    RUSSIAN  TEACHER. 

A  Life  of  Oppressive  Supervision  and 
Constant  Persecution. 


[From  Our  Owx  CORRESPONDENT.] 

St.  PETERSBURG,  January  2 1 st. 

The  recent  Educational  Conference  drew  to  St. 
Petersburg  over  six  thousand  primary  teachers  from 
all  parts  of  the  Kmpire,  and  in  connection  with  that 
function  it  is  interesting  to  review  the  conditions 
under  which  the  Russian  primary  teacher,  who  is 
merely  tolerated  by  the  Government  as  a  necessary 
evil,  has  to  work.  In  the  school,  generally  situated 
in  a  peasant's  cottage  or  in  a  Government  building, 
a  small  cell  in  which  there  is  scarcely  room  to  swing 
the  proverbial  cat  is  partitioned  off  for  the  teacher. 
Frequently  the  school  has  no  floor  but  the  bare 
ground,  on  which  frogs  may  frequently  be  seen 
jumping  about  ;  while  the  walls  are  so  cracked  as  to 
allow  rain  to  penetrate  in  the  autumn  and  snow 
during  the  winter.  One  learns  from  a  circular  issued 
in  1913  by  the  Curator  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Educa- 
tional District  that  even  in  localities  close  to  the 
capital  the  premises  of  many  schools  are  most  unsatis- 
factory. They  are  so  cold  that  the  temperature 
sinks  to  freezing-point,  and  it  is  impossible  to  remain 
in  them  without  the  protection  of  a  fur-coat.  They 
are  narrow,  low,  dark,  damp,  stuffy,  without  ventila- 
tion, and  without  separate  living  accommodation  for 
the  teacher,  and  frequently  their  lower  part  is  used 
for  cattle-sheds. 

Owing  to  the  wretched  character  of  the  premises, 
the  children  suffer  from  headaches,  while  the  teachers 
are  subject  to  various  ailments.  The  visiting  inspector 
found  some  schools  devoid  of  class-room  furniture, 
and  everywhere  a  great  lack  of  school-books  and 
teaching  appliances. 

It  must  not  be  imagined,  however,  that  all  this 
arises  from  lack  of  means.  Those  Zemstvos 
which  are  in  receipt  of  a  Government  subsidy  for 
the  building  of  schools  are  not  sparing  of  their 
funds  ;  but  this  only  results  in  the  raising  of  prices 
and  the  enrichment  of  the  contractors.  TheZemstvo 
members  confine  themselves  to  taking  over  their 
buildings  ready-made,  without  ever  troubling  to 
watch  the  building  operations.  In  consequence  a 
school-building  which  cost  6,000  roubles  proves  to  be 
extremely  cold  and  uncomfortable,  and  after  a  year 
dilapidation  sets  in. 

An  Army  of  Informers. 

The  teacher  has  both  official  and  unofficial 
superiors,  the  latter  including  the  warden,  the  priest, 
every  person  of  local  influence,  and  in  addition  any 
one  who  cares  to  look  after  the  teacher's  political 
"trustworthiness"  and  to  inform  against  him.  The 
landowner  and  his  agent,  the  rural  commissary  and 
constable,  the  local  miller  or  storekeeper,  the  can- 
tonal or  village  elder  or  clerk— in  short,  any  person 
who  has  nothing  to  do  with  education,  but  cultivates 
an  acquaintance  with  those  who  manage  it — these 
are  the  "authorities"  who  rule  the  life  of  a  primary 
teacher.  By  way  of  illustration  I  may  cite  some  of 
the  experiences  of  teachers  of  either  sex  which  have 
been  brought  to  my  notice. 

The  warden  of  a  certain  Zemstvo  school,  who  had 
not  even  been  confirmed  in  that  dignity,  entered 
upon  his  duties  in  what  he  considered  the  right  spirit 
by  keeping  watch  on  the  conduct  of  the  teachers, 
and  for  this  purpose  he  used  to  enter  their  lodgings 
as  if  they  were  his  own  home.  On  one  occasion,  in 
conjunction  with  the  village  elder,  he  subjected  both 
the  school  and  the  teachers'  lodgings  to  a  thorough 
search.  At  another  school  the  rural  constable  was 
in  the  habit  of  pressing  his  undesirable  attentions  on 
the  women-teachers  and  demanding  entertainment 
to  the  accompaniment  of  threats.  Upon  the  male 
teachers  he  imposed  a  fixed  tax  payable  either  in 
cash  or  in  vodka,  and  when  two  of  them  resisted  his 
claims  he  reported  them  as  being  politically  "  untrust- 
worthy" ana  guilty  of  blasphemy.  False  and  pre- 
posterous as  was  the  charge,  it  resulted  nevertheless 
in  the  reprimand  and  transfer  of  one  teacher  and  the 
dismissal  of  the  other. 

The  rural  constables  of  the  government  of  Nijni- 
Novgorod  used  to  make  a  round  of  the  village  schools 
and  libraries,  confiscating  authorised  books  at  their 
own  discretion. 

Persecution  by  the  Clergy. 

The  village  priest  plays  an  oppressive  part  in  the 
life  of  the  primary  teacher,  and  the  Press  is  con- 
tinually reporting  cases  of  the  persecution  of  teachers 
by  the  clergy,  who  hate  them  as  the  representatives 
of  secular  knowledge. 

Hut  most  oppressive  of  all  are  the  teachers'  official 
superiors,  and  in  particular  the  primary  schools' 
inspector.  This  individual  is  a  useless,  obnoxious, 
and  somewhat  expensive  authority.  In  effect  he  is 
nothing  but  a  police  commissary,  employed  to  watch 
the  teachers,  and  he  has  neither  knowledge  of  nor 
regard  for  primary  education.  Kven  if  he  were  to 
lake  his  duties  seriously  he  could  hardly  visit  the 


same  school  more  than  once  or  twice  during  the 
regulation  period,  which  begins  at  the  middle  of 
November  and  ends  at  the  close  of  March,  so  that 
he  has  no  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  pupil-/ 
progress.  As  if  conscious  of  his  own  uselessne^s,  he 
either  leaves  the  schoob  severely  alone  or  displays  a 
peculiar  and  unrestrained  fussiness  towards  them. 
The  teacher  can  expect  neither  help,  guidance, 
justice,  nor  protection  from  thi-.  quarter.  While 
some  inspectors  are  indifferent  to  everything  but 
their  salary,  the  others  look  upon  the  teacher  in- 
variably as  a  kind  of  criminal,  considering  him  to  be 
politically  "  untrustworthy  "  and  in  constant  need  of 
being  watched. 

One  such  inspector,  in  the  government  of  Tambov, 
on  one  occasion  summoned  the  male  and  female 
teachers  before  him  and  ordered  them  to  join  the 
"  Black  Hundred"  organisation  of  the  Union  of  the 
Russian  People,  and  to  subscribe  to  no  other  papers 
but  the  Novoe  Vremya,  the  Kolokol,  and  the  Ritsskoe 
Znamya. 

An  inspector  at  Tcheidynsk  issued  an  order  to  all 
the  married  lady  teachers  forbidding  them  to  have 
more  than  two  children  and  threatening  with  imme- 
diate dismissal  any  of  them  who  should  transgress  in 
this  respect. 

Condemned  Unheard. 

The  School  Council  is  the  next  authority  to  whom 
the  teacher  is  subordinate.  The  School  Council  is 
composed  of  representatives  of  the  nobility,  the 
clergy,  the  town,  the  Zemstvo,  and  even  the  police, 
while  the  interests  of  the  primary  teachers  are  not 
represented  upon  it  in  any  way.  The  latter,  when 
any  complaint  is  made  against  them,  are  condemned 
by  the  Council  unheard,  having  no  right  to  be 
present  and  defend  themselves.  In  consequence 
the  decisions  of  the  School  Council  open  the  doors 
wide  to  all  kinds  of  arbitrary  acts.  Any  of  its  mem- 
bers may,  out  of  mere  personal  spite,  ruin  the  life  of 
the  teacher,  and  the  Council  is  not  bound  to  explain 
to  the  victim  the  reason  for  its  decision.  A  teacher 
who  is  so  treated  is  unable  to  obtain  any  other  post, 
and  never  even  learns  the  exact  cause  of  his  mis- 
fortune. Frequently  half  the  members  who  have 
signed  the  minutes  decreeing  his  dismissal  do  not 
know  themselves  why  they  have  done  so,  as  in  this 
secret  tribunal  the  inferior  members  are  only  anxious 
to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  those  in  authority. 

In  these  circumstances  the  primary  teacher  lives 
every  day  in  fear  of  dismissal  under  some  prepos- 
terous pretext,  and  of  being  thus  doomed  to  destitu- 
tion for  an  indefinite  period. 


MORE   ARRESTS   IN  FINLAND. 


Burgomaster  and  Councillors  of  Viborg 
Removed  to  Russian  Prison. 


[From  Our  Owx  Correspondent.] 

Helsixgfors,  January  21st. 
Viborg  has  again  witnessed  one  of  those  scenes  of 
violence  which  have  made  the  town  famous  since  the 
autumn  of  1912.  Three  members  of  the  magistracy, 
including  the  Burgomaster,  were  arrested  last 
Friday  to  be  conveyed  to  Petersburg  for  imprison- 
ment on  a  charge  of  opposition  to  the  Equality  Law. 
The  Viborg  police  carried  out  their  orders  with  their 
well-known  brutality,  and  did  not  even  allow  the 
Burgomaster  time  to  finish  his  breakfast  with  his' 
family. 

The  Novoe  Vremya,  in  its  New  Year  reflections, 
has  again  given  voice  Jo  its  old  motto  that  "  short 
work  should  be  made  of  Finland."  In  the  opinion 
of  that  journal,  the  chief  organ  of  the  Russian 
Nationalists,  Russia  has  no  greater  task  than  the 
political  and  national  annihilation  of  Finland.  A 
victory  over  a  defenceless  country  can  be  won 
without  the  cost  of  Russian  blood,  and  that  sort  of 
thing  is  bound  to  give  some  measure  of  satisfaction 
to  Russian  Chauvinism,  which  has  ah eady  suffered 
many  reverses. 

The  Bill  providing  for  the  trial  by  Russian  law  and 
in  Russian  courts  of  political  crimes  committed  in 
Finland  will  be  discussed  by  the  Duma  in  its  coming 
session.  If  it  is  passed,  the  authorities  will  have  a 
free  hand  to  send  as  many  Finnish  patriots  as  they 
like  to  Russia  to  pine  away  in  the  Peter  and  Paul 
fortress  in  Schliisselburg,  in  the  Siberian  mines,  and 
in  distant  places  of  banishment. 


The  Governor  of  Cherson  has  prohibited  the 
delivery  of  a  lecture  by  Deputy  Shingareff  entitled 
"The  New  Duma  and  the  Old  Problems,"  although 
it  has  already  been  delivered  in  a  number  of  other 
towns. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  instructed  the 
authorities  at  Wilna  that  the  number  of  jews  on  the 
local  Town  Council  must  not  be  allowed  to  exceed 
the  pre*>cnt  figure  of  seven,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  total  number  of  Town  Councillors  is  to  be 
increased  by  ten. 


TEACHERS'  CONFERENCE. 

Effects  of  the  Prohibition  of  Native 
Languages  in  the  Schools. 


[From  Olk  Owx  Corkesi'oxdkxt.] 

St.  Pi.Thi<shri<',,  January  21st. 

The  Primary  Teachers'  Conference  has  closed  its 
sittings  without  being  dispersed  by  the  police,  in  spite 
of  the  insinuations  made  by  the  Reactionary  Press 
that  the  resolutions  passed  by  its  various  sections 
were  of  a  revolutionary  character.  At  the  last  moment, 
however,  the  President  of  the  Conference  vetoed  the 
recital  of  the  sectional  resolutions  at  the  general 
meeting,  on  the  pretence  that  the  Organising  Com- 
mittee had  not  had  time  to  make  itself  acquainted 
with  their  contents.  After  sitting  for  twelve  days 
the  Conference  thus  separated  without  passing  any 
general  resolutions. 

The  conduct  of  the  President  was  very  much 
criticised  in  private  conversation,  but  this  was 
evidently  the  price  at  which  Senator  Mamontoff  had 
purchased  the  permission  to  hold  the  Conference  and 
the  guarantee  that  its  proceedings  would  not  be 
interrupted. 

As  for  the  resolutions  of  the  Conference,  a  non- 
Russian  ceuld  hardly  discover  anything  subversive  in 
them  ;  but  with  us  every  new  thought  is  dubbed  as 
revolutionary.  The  most  antagonistic  attitude 
towards  the  present  political  regime  was  displayed  by 
the  Alien  Races  section.  Reports  were  read  at  its 
meetings  by  representatives  of  all  the  cultured 
nationalities  that  inhabit  Russia,  containing  com- 
plaints that  the  Government's  policy  was  suppressing 
every  manifestation  of  national  activity,  beginning 
with  the  prohibition  of  the  use  of  the  national 
janguages  and  dialects  in  the  schools. 

A  Protest  from  the  Ukraine. 

The  first  complaints  were  uttered  by  the  teachers 
from  the  Russian  Ukraine,  who  pointed  out  the 
defects  of  the  present  school  system.  The 
Ukrainian  child,  they  said,  immediately  on  entering 
the  school  knocks  up  against  a  blind  wali  in 
the  shape  of  a  language  which  is  unintelligible 
to  him.  Then  begins  a  thorough  breaking-in 
and  distortion  of  the  child's  soul,  creating  a 
sharp  collision  between  the  family  and  the  school. 
As  a  result  the  children  do  not  learn  anything  at  all, 
or  at  least  they  quickly  forget  what  they  have  learned, 
with  the  result  that  relapses  into  illiteracy  are 
becoming  more  and  more  frequent.  The  elementary 
schools  in  the  Ukraine  kill  the  national  idea  and 
demoralise  the  population.  Owing  to  the  compulsory 
use  of  Russian  as  the  medium  of  instruction  the 
Ukrainian  people,  numbering  many  million 
deprived  of  their  native  language — that  is  to  say 
one  of  the  most  powerful  of  the  forces  making  for 
progress.  The  words  Narodnaya  Slikola  (People's 
School)  are  regarded  as  bitterly  ironical  in  the 
Ukraine,  for  such  a  school  has  nothing  in  common 
with  the  people. 

Letts,  Georgians,  Armenians,  Moldavians,  and 
others  also  complained  of  the  injury  wrought  by  the 
compulsory  use  of  Russian  as  the  medium  of 
instruction  in  their  respective  provinces. 

Striking  Besolutions. 

With  regard  to  the  Ukrainian  schools  the  Alien 
Races  section  passed  a  resolution  demanding  that 
in  localities  where  the  population  is  Ukrainian  the 
medium  of  instruction,  in  both  the  general  and  the 
professional  schools,  should  be  the  native  language  ; 
that  instruction  in  Russian  as  an  obligatory  tubject 
should  begin  in  the  pupils'  third  year,  and  should  not  be 
made  to  serve  purposes  unrelated  to  education  ;  that 
Ukrainian  history  and  geography  should  be  taught  in 
the  Ukrainian  language ;  that  the  local  libraries 
should  be  provided  with  Ukrainian  books ;  and  that 
chairs  of  Ukrainian  scholarship  should  be  established 
at  the  high  schools  in  the  Ukrainian  centres  for  the 
purpose  of  training  competent  teachers. 

A  somewhat  similar  resolution  was  passed  with 
regard  to  the  Mussulman  schools. 

If  these  resolutions  may  be  thought  to  go  a  little 
too  far.  they  are  nevertheless  the  natural  reaction 
against  the  policy  of  forced  russification  adopted  by 
the  bureaucracy.  This  may  also  account  for  the 
adoption  of  a  resolution  demanding  equal  rights  for 
the  Jewish  schools,  passed  unanimously  by  three 
thousand  teachers,  among  whom  there  must  have 
been  a  certain  proportion  of  anti-Semites.  Every 
one  of  these  teachers  had  had  personal  experience 
of  the  fruits  of  restriction,  against  which  he  could  not 
help  protesting  even  when  Jews  were  concerned. 
While  the  resolutions  on  the  Ukrainian  and  Mussul- 
man questions  have  caused  no  little  sensation  in 
Reactionary  circles,  the  resolution  with  regard  to  the 
Jewish  schools  has  come  with  the  force  of  a  bomb- 
shell. 
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At  Felin,  in  Livonia,  the  police  authorities  have 
vetoed  the  reading  of  a  paper  on  Co-operative 
Dairies  by  M.  Chanko,  a  well-known  agronomist. 
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M.    KOKOVTSOFFS  POSITION. 


M.  Kokovtsoff's  position  as  President  of  the 
Council  of  Ministers  grows  daily  more  difficult. 
For  some  time  past  it  lias  been  known  that  he 
leads  a  minority  in  the  Cabinet  o£  which  he  is 
nominally  the  head,  and  it  has  become  abun- 
dantly clear  that  in  the  country  he  has  practically 
no  support  at  all.  The  decline  of  his  influence 
has  been  most  pointedly  demonstrated  in  the 
Council  of  State  during  the  debate  on  the  Tem- 
perance Bill,  when,  in  spite  of  all  he  could  say, 
only  thirty-six  members  out  of  a  total  of  116 
were  found  to  vote  for  his  proposals,  and  he 
suffered  a  crushing  defeat.  When  the  head  of 
the  Government  cannot  impose  his  will  either 
upon  his  own  colleagues  or  upon  the  Upper 
House,  while  in  the  Duma  neither  he  personally 
nor  his  Cabinet  as  a  whole  can  hope  to  whip  up 
a  majority  on  controversial  questions,  his  reten- 
tion of  office  becomes  both  unprofitable  and 
undignified.  The  fact  is  that  M.  Kokovtsoff  is 
now  neither  one  thing  nor  the  other — neither  a 
Reactionary  nor  a  Liberal.  We  hear  of  poli- 
ticians changing  their  coat.  M.  Kokovtsoff,  how- 
ever, is  a  statesman  without  a  coat — which  is  not 
to  imply  that  he  has  taken  it  off  for  fighting 
purposes.  The  force  of  circumstances  has  been 
too  much  for  him.  As  Minister  of  Finance  he 
has  found  the  obscurantism  which  marked  his 
old  policy  to  stand  in  the  way  of  his  court- 
ship yf  the  European  money-market.  In 
order  to  loosen  the  foreigner's  purse-strings 
he  has  had  to  pose  as  a  friend  of  progress, 
and  he  could  not  take  up  that  attitude 
without  incurring  the  deep  hostility  of  the  entire 
bureaucracy,  whose  interests  are  imperilled  by 
the  institution  of  social  and  political  reforms. 
At  the  same  time  he  has  not  been  able  to  bring 
himself  to  come  forward  as  a  champion  of  freedom 
and  enlightenment  in  a  sense  that  could  at  all  be 
approved  by  even  such  moderate  and  hypothetical 
Liberals  as  the  Octobrists.  The  result  is  that 
he  stands  almost  alone,  and  in  a  short  time  will 
probably  cease  to  stand  at  all. 

Presumably  he  has  only  been  kept  in  office 
during  the  past  few  months,  in  defiance  of  the 
most  confident  rumours  of  his  retirement,  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  financial  situation.  It  might 
have  been  fatal  to  supersede  him  while  the  loan 
negotiations,  which  a  more  avowedly  Reactionary 
Minister  would  probably  have  failed  to  carry  out 
successfully,  were  still  in  progress.  Xow,  how- 
ever, that  they  have  been  completed,  and  the 
loan  which  is  to  save  Russia  from  bankruptcy  is 
on  the  point  of  flotation,  there  is  little  reason  in 
the  eyes  of  the  dominant  clique  to  retain  M. 
Kokovtsoff's  services.  At  this  juncture  there 
comes  the  statement,  said  to  be  founded  on  very 
good  authority,  that  the  office  of  President  of 
the  Council  of  Ministers  is  about  to  be  abolished, 
and  that  its  purely  formal  duties  will  be  dis- 
charged by  one  of  the  lesser  officers  of  State. 
If  this  is  true,  it  means  that  the  Government 
will  be  left  without  even  a  nominal  head.  In  con- 
sidering the  situation  thus  created  we  must 
remember  that  the  office  in  question  does  not 
altogether  correspond  to  the  office  of  Prime 
Minister  in  this  and  other  countries,  although 
for  convenience  M.  Kokovtsoff  is  commonly 
referred  to  in  the  foreign  Press  as  the  Russian 
Premier.    The    President   of    the    Council  of 
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Ministers  is  in  reality  nothing  more  than  his 
title  denotes,  rie  presides  \wer  the  deliberations 
of  the  Cabinet,  but  he  has  no  more  power  than 
any  other  Minister  to  dec  de  the  policy  of  the 
Government.  Of  course,  in  the  hands  of  a 
particular^  strong  man,  uch  as  the  late  M. 
Stolypin,  whom  assassinatii  n  alone  could  remove 
from  power,  the  office  showed  itself  to  be  capable 
of  considerable  development,  and  its  last  incum- 
bent certainly  ruled  as  a  Pre mier.  M.  Kokovt- 
soff, however,  has  demonsi  rated  its  limitations  ; 
his  has  not  been  the  personality  to  triumph  over 
the  unique  difficulties  in  his  path,  and  he  has  been 
unable  to  establish  himself  in  the  position  of  a 
leader. 

Nevertheless,  even  in  the  hands  of  a  weak 
man  the  post  is  of  considerable  value  in 
the  political  organism.  The  President  of  the 
Council  of  Ministers  is  the  one  man  who 
stands'  in  the  public  eye  as  the  personifica- 
tion of  the  Government's  policy,  the  one  man 
on  whom  responsibility  can  be  fixed  (even 
though  illogically)  for  the  general  condition  of 
affairs  in  the  country.  He  gives  some  semblance 
of  unity  to  the  Government's  acts,  and  he  ought 
to  be  able  ,  to  make  that  semblance  real.  The 
chief  result  of  the  abolition  of  the  office  will  be 
to  increase  the  discord  and  anarchy  prevailing 
within  the  Cabinet.  Each  Minister  will  become 
more  and  more  a  law  unto  1  iniself ,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  opposing  camps  among  them  will  be  of 
even  more  common  occurrence  than  it  is  <it 
present.  Moreover,  the  principle  of  Ministei'ial 
responsibility  to  Parliament  (which,  it  is 
true,  is  not  recognised  in  Russia  to-day)  will  be 
dealt  a  final  blow  which  will  prevent  it  from 
even  being  suggested  as  Jon^  as  the  present 
regime  continues.  We  shculd  therefore  regard 
the  abolition  of  the  office  as  a  disaster  to  the 
Constitutional  cause.  We  do  not  believe,  how- 
ever, that,  even  were  such  n  step  taken,  it  would 
be  anything  but  a  temporary  measure.  It  appears 
to  us  quite  likely  that  it  is  designed  as  a  means 
of  superseding  M.  Kokovtsoff  without  causing 
disquietude  abroad.  The  immediate  succession 
of  an  advanced  Reactionary  might  upset  the 
investing  public,  and  duriig  the  next  five  years 
that  is  a  contingency  thft  must  be  carefully 
avoided.  Besides  that,  just  at  present  the 
appointment  of  a  successor  to  M.  Kokovtsoff 
would  be  a  difficult  matter.  M.  Krivoshein,  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  whose  name  has  been 
continually  mentioned  in  mis  connection,  is  said 
to  be  out  of  the  running  because  of  the  bad  state 
of  his  health,  and  the  same  disqualification 
attaches  to  one  or  two  others  whose  candida- 
ture might  have  been  acceptable  to  the  bureau- 
cracy. But  after  a  short  interregnum  the 
requisite  "  strong  man "  -Piould  doubtless  make 
his  appearance,  and  would  probably  entrench 
himself  more  powerfully  in  the  office,  and  display 
a  greater  appetite  for  Reaction,  than  any  of  his 
recent  predecessors.  M.  Kokovtsoff  has  not  done 
well  for  Russia;  but  his  retirement,  we  believe, 
will  be  the  signal  that  sjliall  inaugurate  a  new 
reign  of  violence  and  repression.  And,  though 
that  may  but  hasten  matters  towards  the  seem- 
ingly inevitable  new  Revolution,  the  path  to 
freedom  will  thereby  lie  converted  into  a 
shambles. 

— 

The  Tver  branch  of  trie  Peasants'  Bank  has 
decided  to  sell  260  peasants'  plots  in  default  of 
payments  to  the  bank. 


[One  Penny. 


THE    "  KIEVLANIN "  CASE. 

M.    Shulguin    Sent    to    Prison    for  his 
Pro-Beilis  Articles. 


The  trial  of  M.  Shulguin,  the  editor  of  the  Kiev- 
lanin,  for  the  publication  of  his  famous  article 
denouncing  the  "ritual  murder"  charge,  took  place 
before  the  Kiev  District  Court  on  February  2nd, 
under  the  presidency  of  M.  Kislitchny. 

Advocate  Kalatchevsky,  M.  Shulguin's  counsel, 
demanded  that  the  Examining  Magistrate  Fenenko, 
Professor  Bilimovitch,  M.  Talberg,  and  the  journa- 
lists Manuvloff  and  Ivanoff,  all  of  whom  were 
present  in  Court,  should  be  called  as  witnessesfor  the 
defence.  The  application  was,  however,  refused,  the 
Court  only  allowing  those  witnesses  who  had  also 
been  subpeenaed  by  the  prosecution  to  be  called. 

M.  Alexandrovitch,  the  Public  Prosecutor,  who 
appeared  for  the  Crown,  then  read  out  the  acte 
d'accusation,  which  charged  M.  Shulguin  with  having 
published  in  the  Kicvlanin  an  article  reflecting  on 
the  service  activity  of  the  Public  Prosecutor  of  the 
High  Court  of  Kiev,  and  containing  "  false  informa- 
tion calculated  to  provoke  a  hostile  attitude  towards 
him  among  the  population  " — the  offence  in  question 
being  described  as  coming  under  the  operation  of 
Article  1,034,  clause  3,  of  the  Penal  Code. 

It  was  also  stated  that  such  a  case  came  by  law 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Kiev  District  Court, 
without  the  assistance  of  a  jury. 

In  reply  to  the  President,  M.  Shulguin  pleaded 
"  Not  guilty,"  as  he  regarded  the  statements  contained 
in  the  incriminated  article  as  true. 

Public  Prosecutor's  Admissions. 

Procureur  Tchaplinsky,  who  was  the  first  witness 
called,  denied  having  told  M.  Trifonoif  that  he  was 
not  convinced  of  the  guiic  of  Beilis,  or  that  iie  tvouid 
be  glad  if  Beilis  were  acquitted.  He  might  have  said 
that  it  was  all  the  same  to  him  whether  Beilis  was 
acquitted  or  condemned,  as  that  was  the  business  of 
the  jury. 

In  reply  to  Advocate  Kalatchevsky's  question 
whether  the  Examining  Magistrate  had  not  declined 
to  prosecute  Beilis,  who  was  only  brought  to  trial  on 
M.  Tchaplinsky's  instructions,  the  latter  replied  that 
this  was  true,  declaring  that  the  Examining  Magis- 
trate was  a  weak-minded  person.  He  admitted 
having  given  instructions  that  Vera  Tcheberyak  was 
not  to  be  arrested  without  his  express  orders. 

M  Shulguin,  who  was  heard  next,  stated  that  he 
first  came  into  contact  with  the  Beilis  case  when  he 
signed  the  interpellation  of  the  Right  members  of 
the  Duma  on  the  Yuschinsky  murder,  doing  so 
because  he  trusted  his  fellow-deputies  who  had 
signed  it  before  him.  Later  on  he  had  a  long  and 
painful  conversation  on  the  subject  with  the  late  M. 
Pikhno,  who  held  that  the  interpellation  was  a  mis- 
take which  would  result  in  the  bankruptcy  of  the 
party  that  had  introduced  it. 

After  the  first  acte  d'accusation  had  been  drawn 
up  the  late  M.  Pikhno  told  witness  that  the  indict- 
ment had  made  an  ugly  impression  upon  him  and 
upon  other  eminent  jurists.  The  scathing  remarks 
made  by  these  gentlemen  about  M.  Tchaplinsky, 
whom  they  supposed  to  be  the  author  of  the  indict- 
ment, he  did  not  venture  to  repeat  in  Court,  but  he 
was  willing  to  give  their  names  if  required. 

When  he  discussed  the  matter  with  Deputy 
Zamyslovsky,  the  latter  admitted  that  the  evidence 
against  Beilis  was  somewhat  weak. 

Terrorised  by  the  Reactionaries. 

"  I  thus  received  the  impression,1'  said  M.  Shulguin. 
"  that,  in  pursuing  certain  aims,  the  political  parties 
of  the  Right  did  not  stop  at  turning  the  Courts  into 
their  instrument  in  order  to  inflict  a  heavy  blow  upon 
the  Jews.  Whoever  disagrees  with  the  Right  is 
denounced  by  them  as  bought  over  by  the  Jews,  and 
the  judicial  authorities  were  terrorised  by  them  in 
the  same  way." 

Even  the  Minister  of  Justice,  he  continued,  had 
found  himself  in  that  position.  Indeed,  M.  Scheg- 
lovitoff  had  made  the  following  confession  :  "  If  I 
do  not  provide  the  Beilis  case,  it  will  be  said  that  I 
have  been  bought  by  the  Jews."  If  the  first  Law 
Officer  himself  could  be  guided  by  such  cons  dera- 
tions, what  was  one  to  expect  from  a  Public  Prose- 
cutor of  a  provincial  High  Court  ? 

The  accused  stated  that  he  had  learnt  from  M. 
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Krassovsky  that  the  prosecution's  motto  was  :  "  Let 
us  have  a  Jew." 

The  President  :  "  And  you  believe  it  ?  " 

M.  Shulguin  :  "Yes,  your  Kxcellency,  since  it  is  in 
accordance  witli  the  whole  procedure  of  the  Beilis 
case." 

An  Examining  Magistrate,  he  continued,  had  been 
intimidated  by  being  told  that  Krassovsky's  djsmissal 
was  due  to  his  attitude  in  the  Beilis  case.  The 
mother  of  that  magistrate  had  implored  M.  Shulguin 
not  to  bring  about  the  ruin  of  her  son  by  making  his 
name  public. 

M.  Shulguin  referred  to  the  persecution  meted  out 
to  the  detectives  Krassovsky  and  Mischuk  and  Com- 
missary Barbier,  and  contrasted  it  with  the  inviola- 
bility of  Vera  Tcheberyak. 

An   Informer  Exposed. 

Colonel  Ivanoff  deposed  that  he  had  convinced 
himself  of  the  mendacitv  of  Kozatchenko.  On  one 
occasion,  for  instance,  Kozatchenko  brought  him 
Lutostanskv's  pamphlet  on  "  ritual  murder,"  pretend- 
ing that  he  had  obtained  it  from  the  brother  of  the 
prisoner  Beilis,  whereas  in  reality  he  had  purchased  it 
in  the  street.  The  same  witness  had  to  admit  that 
Kozatchenko  had  fallen  before  him  on  his  knees  and 
made  a  confession,  but  he  could  not  remember  the 
nature  of  that  confession. 

Availing  himself  of  the  right  of  the  accused  to 
say  the  last  word,  M.  Shulguin  said  that,  as  M. 
Pikhno's  successor  in  office,  he  was  bound  by  his 
conscience  to  pay  his  predecessor's  moral  debt,  and 
he  had  therefore  endeavoured  to  persuade  the 
Minister  of  Justice  of  his  mismanagement  of  the 
Yuschinsky  murder  case,  warning  the  Minister  at 
parting  that  he  would  not  keep  silent  on  the  matter. 

Referring  to  the  insinuation  attributed  by  Deputy 
Zamyslovsky  to  the  Nationalist  Deputy  Savenko,  to 
the  effect  that  no  blood  accusation  articles  could 
be  placed  in  the  Kievlanin  because  its  proprietors, 
who  were  building  a  sugar  refinery,  could  not  afford 
to  quarrel  with  Jewish  financiers,  M.  Shulguin 
indicated  the  sources  of  the  capital  invested  in  the 
concern,  which,  in  addition  to  the  money  of  the 
proprietors  themselves,  came  from  the  Nobilitv 
Bank,  while  not  a  single  kopeck  had  been  taken  or 
borrowed  from  any  Jew  whatever.  The  late 
M.  Pikhno  had  instructed  his  heirs  to  complete 
that  enterprise,  not  as  a  source  of  profit,  but  as  a 
means  of  providing  employment  for  the  local  popu- 
lation. 

M.  Shulguin  finally  declared  himself  satisfied  with 
the  result  of  the  cross-examination,  which  had 
extracted  from  Lieut. -Colonel  Ivanoff  a  great  deal  of 
truth,  after  its  total  denial  at  the  trial  of  Beilis. 

After  half  an  hour's  deliberation  the  Court  found 
the  accused  guilty,  and  sentenced  him  to  three 
months'  imprisonment.  M.  Shulguin  has  appealed 
against  the  judgment  to  the  Senate. 

Deputy  Savenko  has  addressed  a  telegram  to  M. 
Shulguin,  declaring  his  amazement  at  the  insinua- 
tions attributed  to  him  in  M.  Zamyslovsky's  evidence 
before  the  Kiev  Court.  Such  a  conversation  could 
never  have  taken  place,  since  he  (M.  Savenko)  had 
written  his  articles  on  the  Yuschinsky  case  before 
the  scheme  of  the  sugar  refinery  was  ventilated. 


THE    LATEST    "  RITUAL "  FABLE. 


The  Russkoe  Znamya,  the  organ  of  the  Union  of 
the  Russian  People,  affects  to  believe  that  the  Jewish 
boy  Joseph  Ephraim  Pashkoff,  who  was  recently 
murdered  at  Fastov,  must  have  been  killed  by  the 
Jews  themselves  in  order  to  demonstrate  that  it  is 
not  exclusively  Christian  boys  who  are  murdered  for 
"  ritual "  purposes. 

Writing  in  the  Reich,  M.  Vladimir  Nabokoff  com- 
ments severely  on  the  official  decree  that  the 
"exhibits"  and  other  material  bearing  on  the 
murder  of  Yuschinsky  are  to  be  destroyed.  It 
looks,  he  says,  as  if  the  authorities  are  determined  to 
render  it  impossible,  either  now  or  in  the  future,  to 
discover  Yuschinsky's  murderers,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  time-limit  formally  fixed  for  the  closure  of 
investigations  in  such  cases  is  still  far  from  having 
been  reached. 

On  February  4th  the  third  section  of  the  St.  Peters- 
burg District  Court  was  to  have  heard  the  case  of 
Advocate  Sytkin,  the  editor  of  Novy  Voskhod,  who 
is  charged  with  the  publication  of  various  articles 
commenting  on  the  prosecution  of  Beilis.  The 
Court,  however,  removed  the  case  from  the  list, 
ordering  the  Examining  Magistrate  to  proceed  first 
to  a  preliminary  inquiry,  which  that  official  had  pre- 
viously refused  to  carry  out. 

In  a  statement  submitted  to  the  Court,  Advocate 
Syrkin  denies  that  the  incriminated  articles  contain 
false  information.  He  demands  the  examination 
of  various  witnesses,  including  Lieut. -Colonel 
Ivanoff,  Examining  Magistrate  Fenenko,  and  M. 
Krassovsky,  in  order  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  asser- 
tion that  the  main  purpose  of  the  prosecution  was 
not  to  secure  the  condemnation  of  Beilis,  but  to 
obtain  a  pronouncement  from  the  Court  that  the 
practice  of  "  ritual  murder  "  exists  among  Jews. 


THE    NEW  BUDGET. 


III.* -The 


Details  of 
Account. 


the  Revenue 


In  my  previous  articles  I  have  dealt  with  the 
general  character  of  the  Budget  for  1914.  I  now 
proceed  to  examine  more  closely  the  various  items 
of  revenue  and  expenditure. 

According  to  the  Estimates  presented  to  the  Duma, 
the  currentyear's  revenue  will  amount  to  3,535,097.282 
roubles,  or  about  368  millions  sterling.  Of  this, 
13,400,000  roubles  is  classed  as  extraordinary  revenue, 
derived  mostly  from  the  repayment  of  Treasury 
loans  from  peasants  in  famine-stricken  districts,  and 
the  rest,  amounting  to  3,521,697,282  roubles,  as  ordi- 
nary revenue.  The  latter  figure  shows  an  increase  of 
281,138,276  roubles,  or  4  per  cent.,  over  that  for  1913. 
But  the  rate  of  increase  has  been  steadily  declining 
since  1910,  while  the  expenditure  has  at  the  same 
time  been  rising  in  an  ever-growing  proportion.  The 
result  of  these  two  simultaneous  movements  is  that 
the  structure  of  Russian  finance  is  beginning  to 
show  a  serious  crack,  which  can  only  be  plastered 
over  temporarily  by  a  new  foreign  loan. 

Where   the   Money   Comes  From. 

In  M.  Kokovtsoff's  Finance  Bill  the  sources  of 
revenue  for  1914  are  classified  as  follows  : — 

Direct  Taxation   204'5  million  roubles. 

Indirect  Taxation    709-2      „  ,, 

Customs,  &c   232-4     „  „ 

State  Railways    858  3      „  „ 

Other  Government  Enter- 
prises, Properties,  and 
Funds    259'6  ». 

Alcohol  Monopoly   935'^     »  » 

Other   Government  Mo- 
nopolies   and  Crown 
Privileges   r337  » 

Miscellaneous   128-2  „ 

Total   3*5217     „  „ 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table,  in  1914,  as  in 
previous  years,  the  alcohol  monopoly  provides  the 
chief  source  of  revenue.  The  consumption  of  vodka, 
containing  40  per  cent,  pure  spirit,  has  grown  con- 
siderably during  the  past  five  years,  having  risen 
from  84-32  million  vedros  in  1909  to  97  5  million  in 

1913  (a  vedro  being  equivalent  to  2-7  gallons).  During 

1914  M.  Kokovtsoff  looks  forward  to  pouring  109 
million  vedros  of  vodka  down  the  throats  of  the 
Russian  peasants  and  working  men. 

Growing  Vodka  Revenue. 

In  1909  the  Government  received  a  gross  revenue 
of  709  million  roubles  from  the  sale  of  spirits  ;  in 
1913,  according  to  the  preliminary  figures,  the  amount 
was  837-66  millions  ;  in  191 4  the  monopoly  is  expected 
to  realise  935-8  millions. 

The  worst  aspect  of  the  alcoholisation  of  the 
Russian  people  by  the  Government  is  that  the  con- 
sumption of  spirits  is  growing  not  only  absolutely,  but 
also  relatively.  Whereas  in  1909  the  average  consump- 
tion per  head  of  the  population  was  -58  vedro,  in  1912 
it  had  already  reached  -f>2  vedro.  Count  Witte's 
recent  exhortation  derives  especial  gravity  from  these 
figures. 

The  State  Railways  come  next  in  importance  as  a 
source  of  revenue.  In  its  official  reports  the  Govern- 
ment extols  the  present  position  of  its  railway  enter- 
prises and  their  growing,  profits.  But  from  M. 
Kokovtsoff's  own  explanatory  statement  it  may  be 
seen  that  the  increased  profits  of  the  State  railways 
during  recent  years  have  been  largely  due  to  for- 
tuitous causes— namely,  to  the  influence  of  good 
harvests,  which  are  far  from  being  frequent  visitors 
in  Russia.  In  the  Minister's  report  on  the  Finance 
Bill  for  1914  we  read  : — 

"  The  actual  revenue  from  the  working  of  the 
State  railways  amounted  to  56773  million  roubles  in 

1909,  which  increased  by  10-2  per  cent,  in  1910  ;  in 
19 1 1  and  1912  the  increases  over  the  figures  of  the 
preceding  years  were  respectively  13-1  and  4  9  per 
cent.  The  fall  in  the  increase  of  revenue  from  the 
State  railways  in  191 2,  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
ceding years,  was  due  to  the  fact  that  in  1911  the 
crops,  which  generally  influence  the  volume  of 
freights  and  their  proceeds,  proved  to  be  consider- 
ably poorer  than  the  abundant  crops  of  1909  and 

1910.  '' 

Book-keeping  Tricks. 

The  revenue  for  1913,  according  to  preliminary 
calculations,  should  exceed  that  of  1912  by  6  per 
cent.,  while  in  1914  an  increase  of  9  per  cent,  -is 
anticipated. 

This  is  the  gross  revenue.  The  net  profits  for  the 
last  three  years,  howevir,  show  a  sharp  tendency 
to  decline.  In  J910  the  net  revenue  amounted  to 
127-6  million  roubles  ;  in  191 1  to  to  193  9  millions  ; 
in  1912  to  2668  millions;  in  1913  to  200-4  millions; 
while  in  the  Budget  for  1914  it  is  set  down  at 
170  8  millions.  The  "  splendid  prosperity  "  of  the  State 

*  Previous  ar  ticles  in  this  series  appeared  on  January  21st  and  28th. 
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railways  thus  resolves  itself  in  reality  into  a  picture 
of  decline.  This  picture  would  have  been  still  much 
more  striking  but  for  the  fact  that  the  Government 
obscures  it  by  ,pecial  book-keeping  expedients 
which  consist  in  placing  numerous  ordinary  expenses, 
such  as  the  repair  and  rebuilding  of  the  stations  and 
the  permanent  way,  under  the  heading  of  extraor- 
dinary expenditure.  This  is  done  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  a  smaller  ordinary  expenditure,  and  thus 
causing  the  "  net "  profits  of  the  State  railways  to 
appear  larger  than  they  really  are. 

The  "  extraordinary  "  expenditure  for  keeping  in 
repair  and  enlarging  the  State  railway  system  1-  -et 
down  for  1914  at  1 10  3  million  roubles.  If  we  deduct 
this  figure  from  the  alleged  net  profits  (170  8  million 
roubles),  the  actual  revenue  will  be  found  to  be 
reduced  to  60  millions.  But  even  this  figure  could 
only  be  obtained  by  underpaying  the  railway  staff 
and  workmen,  and  by  negketing  many  necessary 
improvements  ;  and  of  this  evil  system  the  recent 
epidemic  of  railway  catastrophes  is  the  result. 

Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that  the  Ministry  of 
Finance  is  careful  not  to  include  in  the  State  railway 
expenditure  the  payments  on  the  railway  loans, 
which  amount  to  100  million  roubles  per  annum. 
But  for  the  extreme  originality  of  M.  Kokovtsoff's 
bookkeeping,  the  relative  position  of  revenue  and 
expenditure  of  the  State  railways  would  bear  quite  a 
different  aspect  from  that  which  is  presented  in  the 
official  accounts. 

Evils  of  Indirect  Taxation. 

Coming  to  the  other  items  of  revenue,  it  is 
necessary  to  draw  attention  to  the  enormous  pre- 
ponderance of  indirect  over  direct  taxation  in  the 
Russian  Budget.  In  1908  the  direct  taxes  produced 
194-4  million  roubles,  and  they  are  set  down  in  the  1914 
Budget  at  264-5  millions — an  increase  of  70  millions 
in  six  years.  In  the  same  period  the  indirect  taxes, 
which  produced  526-5  million  roubles  in  1908,  and 
are  set  down  at  709  2  millions  for  1914,  have  increased 
by  172-7  millions.  This  preponderance  of  indirect 
taxation  increases  the  cost  of  living,  and  presses  most 
heavily  upon  the  poorest  classes  of  the  population 
At  the  same  time  it  renders  the  Government  more- 
independent  of  the  will  of  the  people,  who,  under 
a  system  of  direct  taxation  would  be  able  to  exer- 
cise greater  influence  on  State  finance  and  policy. 

It  is  vain  to  hope  for  a  change  in  the  present 
financial  system  unless  Russia's  present  political 
regime  is  radically  altered.  In  his  explanatory 
memorandum  which  accompanied  the  Budget  of 
1909  M.  Kokovtsoff  made  the  following  candid 
statement  : — 

"  Xo  substantial  alteration  can  be  made  in  our 
system  of  taxation  with  a  view  to  shifting  the  burden 
from  the  masses  to  the  propertied  classes. " 

He  should  have  added,  "  until  the  bureaucracy  is 
deposed." 

G.  Alexin  sky. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FAMINE   IN   THE  CAUCASUS. 


Duma  Urges  the    Government  to  Grant 
Adequate  Relief. 


On  February  3rd  the  Dumi  passed  a  resolution 
urging  the  Government  10  grant  speedy  and  adequate 
relief  to  the  famine-stricken  population  in  the  Cau- 
casus, and  pointing  out  the  extreme  necessity  of 
introducing  Zemstvos  into  that  region. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  Prince  Guelo\ani 
stated  that  whereas,  according  to  the  calculation  of 
the  local  Agricultural  Society,  the  relief  to  be  given 
to  the  population  of  the  province  of  Kutais  demanded 
at  the  very  lowest  figure  8,500,000  roubles,  the 
Government  had  only  placed  at  the  Governor's  dis- 
posal the  sum  of  75,000  roubles  for  that  purpose. 


A    DISCIPLE    OF  TOLMATCHEFF. 


Outrageous  Expulsions  of  Jews  at 
Yaroslavl. 


The  Commissioner  of  Police  at  Yaroslavl,  M. 
Dolivo-Dobrovolsky,  who  was  recently  transferred  to 
that  district  from  Odessa,  is  showing  himself  to  be  a 
worthy  disciple  of  the  Tolmitcheff  school. 

He  has  just  ordered  the  expulsion  of  an  infirm 
Jewess,  aged  eighty,  who  has  resided  in  the  locality 
for  the  last  sixty  years  and  has  been  maintained  by 
her  daughter.  He  has  also  expelled  a  Jewish  sausage- 
maker  on  the  extraordinary  ground  that  he  has  not 
confined  his  activity  to  the  preparation  of  sausages, 
but  has  also  been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  meat  for 
their  manufacture. 


The  High  Court  of  Stavropol  has  sentenced  a  rural 
constable  to  eighteen  months'  confinement  in  a  cor- 
rectional prison  for  the  thrice  repeated  offence  of 
torturing  a  prisoner.  . 


February  11, 
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NOTES. 


Local  Option. 

The  Council  of  State  has  dealt  with  the  Tem- 
perance Bill  in  characteristic  fashion,  giving  with 
one  hand  and  taking  away  with  the  other.  It 
passed  the  clause  empowering  the  municipalities 
to  pass  "  local  option  "  resolutions.  It  may  well 
be,  of  course,  that  it  was  only  induced  to  take 
this  course  by  the  fact  that  it  was  opposed  by  M. 
Kokovtsoff,  against  whom  all  manner  of  intrigues 
are  afoot  in  Reactionary  circles.  And  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  this  concession  to  Liberal 
demands  has  more  than  a  paper  value,  seeing 
that  the  provincial  Governors  have  the  power  to 
veto  the  decrees  of  the  municipalities.  Still,  it 
is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  one  which, 
when  administrative  reforms  are  introduced, 
will  be  of  very  great  benefit  to  the  Russian 
people.  Unfortunately,  its  effect- is  largely  nulli- 
fied by  the  subsequent  action  of  the  Council 
in  rejecting  the  clause  which  extends  the  opera- 
tion of  local  option  decrees  to  landowners'  estates. 
If  the  power  conferred  by  clause  8  of  the  Bill 
can  be  made  effective  in  any  locality,  the  result 
will  only  be  that  drinking  will  become  concen- 
trated on  the  private  estates,  whose  owners  will 
derive  greatly  increased  profits  from  the  tavern 
rights  they  at  present  enjoy.  It  was  to  no 
purpose  that  Count  Witte,  who  has  the  fate  of 
the  Temperance  Bill  so  much  at  heart,  insisted 
that  the  Council's  action  was  destroying  the 
whole  practical  value  of  the  Bill.  The  Upper 
House,  which  is  largely  composed  of  landowners, 
may  always  be  relied  upon  to  look  after  its  own 
selfish  interests. 


The  Premier  as  a  Democrat. 

M.  Kokovtsoff,  in  opposing  the  "  local 
option  "  clause,  was  no  doubt  moved  to  do  so  by 
the  requirements  of  the  Treasury,  over  a  quarter 
of  whose  annual  revenue  comes  from  the  vodka 
monopoly.  Here  we  find  striking  proof  of  the 
contention  that  Russia's  financial  system  is  built 
upon  the  alcoholisation  of  the  masses.  We 
cannot  affect  to  be  surprised  at  this  attitude  of 
the  Minister  of  Finance.  But  it  is  somewhat 
amazing  to  .find  him  defending  it  on  the  ground 
that  the  Russian  municipalities,  by  reason  of 
i  their  composition,  are  not  representative  of  the 
people,  and  that  therefore  their  decisions  do  not 
correspond  to  the  wishes  of  the  country.  If  this 
means  anything  at  all,  it  is  a  declaration  in  favour 
of  the  complete  democratisation  of  the  local 
government  bodies,  and  implies  the  necessity 
of  a  drastic  change  in  the  franchise  laws. 
Coming  from  a  man  who,  at  the  last  Duma  elec- 
tions, found  even  the  iniquitous  law  devised  by 
the  late  M.  Stolypin  to  be  too  liberal  for  the 
return  of  a  satisfactory  assembly,  and  who  sought 
to  reinforce  it  by  all  manner  of  violence  and 
illegality,  this  pron-jun cement  strikes  us  almost 
dumb.  We  can  hardly  blame  the  Novoe  Vremya 
for  seizing  the  welcome  opportunity  to  attack  the 
Premier  by  asserting  that  he  was  an  advocate  of 
universal  suffrage  — an  imputation  which  the 
official  Press  hastened  to  deny.    We  have  seldom 


met  with  a  more  transparent  attempt  to  hold  with 
the  hare  and  run  with  the  hounds. 

A  Costly  Loan. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  boasts  of  having  done 
a  good  stroke  of  business  for  Russia  by  his 
negotiation  of  the  so-called  "  railway  "  loan. 
Most  of  the  gilt,  however,  has  been  knocked  off 
the  gingerbread  by  an  article  from  the  pen  of 
Professor  Migulin  which  recently  appeared  in 
one  of  the  Russian  reviews.  Professor  Migulin, 
who  is  an  Octobrist,  is  one  of  the  best-known 
economists  in  Russia,  and  his  views  on  questions 
of  finance  carry  very  great  weight.  In  the 
article  in  question  he  begins  by  declaring  that 
Russia's  credit  abroad  has  fallen  extremely  low — 
in  fact,  on  the  Paris  Bourse  it  is  rated  no  higher 
than  that  of  Servia  at  the  end  of  an  exhausting- 
war.  The  very  exacting  terms  on  which  the  new 
loan  has  been  concluded  are  sufficient  evidence  of 
that.  It  bears  an  interest  of  4i  per  cent.  ;  the 
stamp  duties  payable  in  France  amount  to  3  per 
cent,  of  the  nominal  figure  of  the  loan  ;  the  issuing 
banks  receive  in  turn  from  3  to  4  per  cent,  com- 
mission, and  are  to  put  the  loan  on  the  market 
at  a  discount  of  from  6  to  7  per  cent.,  which  also 
goes  to  them  ;  the  proceeds  are  to  be  deposited 
at  these  same  banks,  which  are  to  pay  upon 
them  the  very  low  annual  interest  of  from  1  to  2 
percent.  Further,  the  French  financial  magnates 
demand  large  benefits  for  the  industries  of  their 
own  country,  where,  so  Professor  Migulin 
assures  us,  it  is  desired  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
loan  shall  be  handed  over  not  in  cash  but  in 
goods.  "  We  cannot  regard  the  new  loan  as  a 
financial  success,"  says  the  writer  of  the  article. 
The  French  bankers,  however,  are  no  doubt 
extremely  well  satisfied. 


Towards  Bankruptcy. 

Professor  Migulin  makes  no  secret  of  the  fact 
that  the  Russian  Treasury  is  desperately  in  need 
of  money  ;  indeed,  it  is  only  a  country  that  is  on 
the  verge  of  financial  disaster  that  could  possibly 
consent  to  such  terms.  For  the  position  in 
which  Russia  find  herself  he  lays  the  entire 
blame  on  the  vicious  system  of  economy  followed 
by  the  Government.  During  the  past  twenty 
years  Russia  has  had  to  import  annually  about 
twenty  millions  sterling  from  abroad ;  but  only 
a  comparatively  insignificant  part  of  this  money 
has  been  devoted  to  the  development  of  home 
industries.  "  We  resemble  the  proprietor  of  a 
business  who,  faced  every  year  by  deficits,  covers 
them  by  loans,  although  he  has  no  hope  of 
making  his  business  productive."  In  such  a 
case  bankruptcy  is  sooner  or  later  inevitable.  The 
"grand  progress  "  which  the  Minister  of  Finance 
declares  to  have  been  effected  in  Russia's  national 
economy  is  characterised  by  Prof  essor  Migulin  as  an 
exaggeration.  Such  sanguine  statements  are  based 
exclusively  on  the  rise  in  prices  experienced  b}- 
Russian  industrials  on  the  Stock  Exchange  ;  but 
the  rise  is  due,  not  to  any  real  industrial  develop- 
ment, but  to  the  huge  artificial  enhancement  of 
the  selling  price  of  goods.  This  evil  tendency 
has  been  encouraged  by  the  Government  for  the 
benefit  of  the  financial  and  commercial  oligarchy, 
and  its  sole  purpose  lias  been  the  manufacture  of 
swollen  dividends.  The  Government,  in  fact,  has 
concentrated  its  attention  on  stock- jobbing  exploits, 
while  neglectiug  altogether  the  economic  develop- 
ment of  the  country.  It  needs  only  to  be  added 
that  the  opinions  we  have  summarised  come  from 
a  recognised  authority,  who  in  the  political  world 
is  known  as  belonging  to  a  very  moderate  school 
of  thought ;  but  the  most  advanced  Radical 
could  not  have  penned  a  more  overwhelming  con- 
demnation of  the  Russian  Government's  financial 
policy. 

Booming  Russia. 

The  "  booming "  of  Russia  in  the  English 
Press  continues  with  undiminished  energy.  Next 


Monday  the  Times,  whose  efforts  to  represent 
Russia  as  a  happy  hunting-ground  for  investors 
have  been  especially  insistent,  is  to  publish  yet 
another  Supplement  devoted  to  a  eulogy  of  that 
country's  social,  political,  and  .commercial  insti- 
tutions. Meanwhile  it  has  started  to  publish  a 
series  of  articles  by  Mr.  Stephen  Graham  which, 
under  the  title  "  Returning  to  Russia,"  seem  well 
calculated  to  further  the  designs  of  the  Imperial 
Government's  advertising  agent.  The  rose- 
tinted  spectacles  which  Mr.  Graham  puts  on  as 
soon  as  he  sets  foot  in  the  "  sanctuary  from  the 
West,"  and  which  endow  the  darkest  patches  of 
Russian  life  with  something  of  an  idyllic 
character,  must  be  invaluable  from  the  Treasury 
point  of  view.  Nevertheless  the  British  public 
must  sometimes  be  impelled  to  wonder  why  this 
very  elaborate  propaganda  should  be  necessary, 
and  whether  all  this  shouting  of  Russia's  virtues 
from  the  housetops  quite  conveys  the  idea  that 
she  is  as  sound  a  concern  as  we  are  invited  to 
believe.  Presumably  those  who  have  the  matter 
in  hand  are  acting  on  the  principle  that  if  you 
only  throw  enough  whitewash  some  of  it  is  bound 
to  stick. 


M.  Shulguin  Condemned. 

M.  Shulguin  has  been  condemned  to  three 
months'  imprisonment  for  speaking  his  mind  on 
the  Beilis  case.  The  charge  against  him  was 
that  he  had  spread  false  information  which  was 
calculated  to  provoke  popular  resentment  against 
a  Government  official — a  vague  offence  which  is 
very  conveniently  provided  for  in  the  Penal 
Code.  But  the  admissions  made  by  M. 
Tchaplinsky,  Lieut. -Colonel  Ivanoff,  and  others 
in  Court  do  not  convey  the  impression  that  the 
editor  of  the  Kievlanin  in  any  way  distorted  the 
truth  in  his  articles.  Very  significant  was  M. 
Shulguin's  declaration  in  the  course  of  his 
evidence  concerning  the  terrorising  tactics  of  the 
Extreme  Right,  which  even  the  Minister  of 
Justice  had  found  too  much  for  him.  Through- 
out the  Beilis  case  there  have  been  wheels 
within  wheels  so  intricately  involved  that  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  tangle  will  ever  be  fully 
resolved. 


THE    TEMPERANCE  BILL. 


Inconsistent  Treatment  in  the  Upper 
House. 


During  the  debate  on  the  various  clauses  of  the 
Bill  for  Combating  Drunkenness  the  Council  of  State 
showed  itself  alternately  in  a  democratic  and  a  reac- 
tionary mood,  according  to  the  interests  involved. 

In  spite  of  the  vigorous  opposition  of  M.  Kokovt- 
soff, by  84  votes  to  32  the  Council  of  State  restored 
clause  8  of  the  Duma  Bill,  which  empowers  the 
municipalities  to  pass  local  option  decrees.  As  if 
determined  to  outdo  his  opponents  in  their  demo- 
cratic mood,  the  Premier  did  not  shrink  from  using 
the  argument  that,  by  reason  0/  their  constitution, 
the  Russian  municipalities  could  not  be  regarded  as 
representative  of  the  wishes  of  the  population  itself. 
But  even  this  line  of  reasoning  did  not  carry  any 
weight  with  the  majority  of  the  Council,  which  on 
this  point  upheld  the  Duma  measure  against  the 
views  of  the  Government  and  its  own  Committee. 

M.  Kokovtsorf's  argument  as  to  the  non-represen- 
tative character  of  Russian  municipalities  had  a  some- 
what ludicrous  effect  outside  the  Duma,  inasmuch  as 
it  provided  the  Novoc  Vremya  with  an  opportunity 
for  making  the  sensational  statement  that  the  Premier 
had  declared  himself  in  favour  of  universal  suffrage. 
1  he  alarmed  official  Press  found  itself  compelled  to 
refute  the  imputation  of  so  revolutionary  an  idea  to 
the  President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers. 

The  Council  of  State,  however,  soon  recovered  its 
well-merited  reputation  for  the  care  it  takes  of  the 
interests  of  its  own  class  by  rejecting  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  the  motion  to  restore  the  clause 
of  the  Duma  Bill  according  to  which  local  option 
decrees  are  to  apply  to  landowners'  estates.  The 
Council  of  State  would  not  consent  to  renounce  the 
liquor-shop  rights  of  private  landowners  as  it  had  done 
with  regard  to  those  of  the  cities,  notwithstanding 
Count  Witte's  solemn  declaration  that  without  such 
provision  the  adoption  of  clause  8  would  be  devoid 
of  all  practical  value. 
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ELECTION  ILLEGALITIES. 


Minister's    Brother    Exposes  Official 
Frauds. 

As  brieHy  reported  in  our  last  issue,  M.  Basil 
Maklakoff,  one  of  the  leading  Cadets  and  brother  of 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  scathingly  criticised  in 
the  Duma  the  explanations  given  by  the  Assistant- 
Minister  of  the  Interior  with  regard  to  the  Duma's 
interpellations  on  the  illegalities  committed  by  the 
Government  during  the  last  General  Election, 

The  Assistant-Minister,  he  said,  had  asserted  that 
the  "legend"  of  a  Government  conspiracy  against  the 
people  had  been  created  by  the  newspapers  and  the 
unsuccessful  candidates,  and  had  been  destroyed  by 
the  Duma's  validation  of  the  elections.  Everybody, 
including  the  members  of  the  Government,  knew 
well  what  a  travesty  that  statement  was.  The  Govern- 
ment was  perfectly  aware  that  by  the  Law  of  June 
16th,  1907,  the  Duma  could  only  check  a  diminutive 
portion  of  the  electoral  procedure,  and  that  the  prin- 
cipal abuse  practised  at  the  stage  of  drawing  up  the 
lists  of  voters  was  taken  altogether  out  of  the  Duma's 
control.  In  such  circumstances  validation  did  not 
imply  the  regularity  of  the  electoral  campaign,  but 
merely  amounted  to  an  admission  of  the  Duma's  lack 
of  controlling  power. 

The  Government  practically  said  :  "  We  shall  not 
let  you  discover  the  abuses  we  have  committed.  You 
must  confirm  the  elections  without  knowing  anything 
about  them."  But  when,  on  the  strength  of  that,  they 
triumphantly  declared  that  the  validation  of  the 
elections  was  a  proof  of  the  Government's  innocence, 
it  was  not  merely  hypocrisy  but  duplicity. 

Why  the   Duma   is  Impotent. 

He  urged  the  Duma  not  to  be  satisfied  with  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  Government's  ex- 
planations were  unsatisfactory  and  its  acts  out- 
rageous. It  was  their  duty  to  see  to  it  that  Russia 
should  not  be  fooled  again,  as  she  had  been  at  the 
last  election.  Russia  would  never  forget  that  experi- 
ence, for  she  had  had  to  pay  for  it  by  the  impotence 
of  the  fourth  Duma,  which  lacked  a  majority  and  was 
the  product  of  trickery.  The  creators  of  the  present 
Duma  likewise  recognised  its  impotence,  which  they 
ascribed  to  the  fact  that  they  had  not  been  allowed 
to  complete  their  work  ;  but  this  they  were  anxious 
to  do  on  the  next  occasion,  and  so  produce  a  Duma 
tied  to  the  Government  by  its  joint  complicity  in  the 
crime  against  the  country,  which  was  to  be  punished 
for  its  lack  of  appreciation  of  official  methods. 

'•  That,"  said  M.  Maklakoff,  "  will  be  a  real  and 
harmonious  Arcadia.  Not  for  long,  however,  but 
only  until  the  moment  of  retribution,  until  they  bring 
us  to  the  terrible  catastrophe  that  will  shock  Russia 
— that  Russia  which  for  the  last  six  years  has  been 
concerned  for  the  inviolability,  strength,  and  security 
of  the  Duma.  (Prolonged  cheers.)  Let  Russia  have 
the  national  representation  she  deserves.  Such  repre- 
sentation might  be  the  result  of  a  political  error,  but 
it  would  not  be  the  result  of  fraud  on  the,part  of  the 
Government,  which  is  disposed  to  do  shamelessly 
for  the  fifth  Duma  what  it  has  done  timidly  for  the 
fourth/'  (Cheers.) 

The   Part   of  the  Clergy. 

Coming  to  the  part  played  by  the  clergy  in  the 
elections,  the  Cadet  speaker  appealed  to  the  Bishops 
to  consider  the  position  in  which  they  were  placing 
the  priests  by  rendering  them  hateful  to  their  flocks 
as  political  adversaries.  If  the  canonical  law  per- 
mitted fraud  at  the  expense  of  the  electors  and  the 
commission  of  criminal  acts,  those  who  lived  under 
that  law  could  have  no  part  in  ordering  the  political 
life  of  the  country,  nor  could  they  be  the  defenders 
of  it-,  laws.  (Cheers.)  The  deputies  had  to  perform 
an  historic  task,  since  the  responsible  officials  had 
shown  that  they  could  act  quite  irresponsibly.  There 
were  still  Senators  in  Russia,  but  the  Senate  had  been 
degraded  from  the  pedestal  of  an  impartial  and  inde- 
pendent defender  of  the  law. 

The  speaker  concluded  by  urging  the  Duma  to 
appoint,  as  it  should  have  done  at  the  very  outset,  a 
Special  Commission  to  examine  the  acts  committed 
by  the  authorities  during  the  electoral  campaign,  and 
to  study  the  law  of  June  16th,  1907,  in  its  bearing  on 
electoral  frauds.  If  that  should  not  lead  to  anything, 
the  Duma  would  at  least  show  the  country  that  it  did 
not  merit  the  scornful  gibes  that  were  being  prepared 
for  it  on  the  Ministerial  benches.  |  Prolonged  applause 
from  the  Left  and  Centre.) 

The  debate  was  then  adjourned,  and  resumed  on 
February  4th  by  M.  Grodzitsky  (Progressist),  who 
said  that  during  two  whole  months  Russia  had  wit- 
nessed an  unparalleled  exercise  of  arbitrary  power, 
which  the  representative  of  the  Government  was 
pleased  to  describe  as  trifling  mistakes  on  the  part  of 
the  authorities.  In  the  explanations  of  the  Assistant- 
Minister  the  Duma  had  recognised,  to  its  humiliation, 
a  voice  from  those  circles  which  always  felt  ashamed 
to  mention  the  Manifesto  of  October  30th,  which 
regularly  manufactured  rumours  of  the  dissolution 


of  the  Duma,  and  which  were  living  on  the  vain  hope 
of  a  return  to  the  past.  The  Government  had 
conceived  the  ingenious  idea  of  returning  to  the 
Duma  a  majority  composed  of  those  who  had  failed 
in  an  official  career. 

A  Vote  of  Censure. 

The  Government,  who  knew  as  well  as  anybody 
that  the  Duma  was  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of 
checking  the  electoral  procedure,  would  find  itself 
unable  to  whip  up  a  two-thirds  majority  in  approval 
of  the  Odessa  elections.  Neither  the  Ministry  of 
Justice  nor  the  Governing  Senate  had  made  use  of 
the  right  to  supervise  the  electoral  procedure,  and 
both  had  sanctioned  numerous  illegalities.  The 
champions  of  popular  representation  had  therefore 
to  stop  the  rigging  of  elections  in  future.  The  Pro- 
gressists were  introducing  a  Bill  for  the  alteration  of 
the  Electoral  Law,  and  in  the  meantime  they  pro- 
posed the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Whereas  the  Government's  defence  of  the 
illegalities  openly  committed  at  the  elections  to 
the  fourth  Duma  establishes  the  organised 
character  of  those  unlawful  acts,  the  State  Duma 
considers  the  explanations  of  the  Ministers  of 
the  Interior  and  of  Justice  to  be  unsatisfactory, 
and  passes  to  the  order  of  the  day." 

M.  Purishkevitch  (Extreme  Right)  reproached  the 
Government,  which  he  compared  to  Penelope,  for 
not  having  done  its  electoral  work  thoroughly.  M. 
Kokovtsoff  had  undone  wh  it  M.  Makaroff  had  spun, 
and  as  a  result  there  was  no  Odysseus,  although  there 
were  plenty  of  suitors.  It  was  ridiculous  and  fatuous 
of  the  Government  to  fold  its  hands  while  the' polling 
was  in  progress  and  wait  to  see  how  the  electoral 
contest  would  end.  Any  one  acquainted  with  the 
electoral  mechanism  employed  in  Austria  and  France- 
would  understand  that  the  Russian  Government  was 
a  mere  puppy  in  such  matters. 

When  called  to  order  for  this  expression,  M. 
Purishkevitch  characterised  the  Duma  as  a  herd  of 
donkeys,  for  which  he  was  ordered  by  the  President 
to  stand  down. 

What  the  Government  Wants. 

M.  Tchkheidze  (Social  Democrat)  said  that  the 
Government  had  been  preoccupied  with  the  sole 
task  of  plunging  the  country  back  into  the  period 
when  in  the  nobility  it  possessed  40,000  unsalaried 
commissioners  of  police.  For  such  a  purpose  it  had 
naturally  to  do  everything  in  its  power  to  obtain  in 
the  Duma  a  majority  headed  by  Purishkevitch, 
Markoff,  and  other  heroes  of  Reaction.  But  this  did 
not  prevent  the  Ministerial  spokesman  from  declaring, 
on  December  5th,  that  a'ii"  calk  of  illegality  was  out 
of  the  question,  and  that,  if  "undesirable"  priests 
had  been  kept  in  confinement  there  had  been  no 
infringement  of  the  law,  since  such  action  agreed 
with  the  canonical  law  as  rightly  understood  ;  that 
if  electors  were  struck  off  the  lists  wholesale,  it  had 
been  done  in  strict  accordance  with  the  law,  since 
those  electors  had  displayed  a  leaning  towards  the 
Left,  and  so  on.  The  Assistant-Minister  had  with 
the  same  ease  brushed  away  the  other  statements  of 
the  interpellants,  and  the  Government  might  answer 
every  interpellation  in  the  same  way. 

At  this  point  M.  Purishkevitch  had  again  to  be 
called  to  order  for  his  disorderly  conduct. 

Continuing,  M.  Tchkheidze  asked  whether  by  its 
official  reply  the  Government  was  not  bringing 
mockery  upon  itself,  as  well  as  upon  the  Duma  and  the 
country.  Could  anything  be  more  ludicrous  than  a 
Government,  possessing  absolute  power  and  no  sense 
of  responsibility,  trying  to  create  a  Duma  after  its 
own  image,  and  only  succeeding  in  producing  some- 
thing that  was,  as  the  Russian  proverb  put  it,  neither  a 
candle  for  a  saint  nor  a  shovel  for  the  devil  ?  The 
result  was  a  Duma  on  which  the  Government  itself 
was  fain  to  turn  its  back.  It  was  useless,  however,  to 
tinker  with  the  Act  of  June  16th,  1907,  the  democracy 
being  convinced  that  only  by  means  of  universal 
suffrage  could  a  Duma  be  created  which  would 
respond  to  the  demands  of  the  people. 

The   Jewish  Vote. 

M.  Popoff,  junior  (Right),  read  out  a  circular 
letter  addressed  by  Deputy  Friedman  to  the  Jewish 
electors  of  the  Pale,  requesting  them  to  report  to 
him  any  electoral  abuses  op  the  part  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. 

On  again  ascending  the  tribune,  M.  Purishkevitch 
said  that  he  did  not  want  to  rehabilitate  himself,  but 
merely  to  ipoint  out  the  moral  depth  to  which  the 
Duma  had  sunk.  On  being  called  to  order,  he  said 
that  the  Duma  was  really  a  decomposing  corpse,  and 
proceeded  to  recite  certain  German  verses,  whose 
meaning  he  explained  to  the  effect  that  "a  donkey 
is  to  be  recognised  by  its  ears."  He  was  thereupon 
again  ordered  to  stand  down. 

P.y  way  of  personal  explanation,  M.  Friedman 
(Cadet)  said  that  it  was  both  his  right  and  his  duty 
to  collect  information  on  the  subject  of  electoral 
illegalities,  since  the  Government,  in  its  anxiety  to 
remove  Progressive  elements  from  the  Duma,  had 
come  down  first  of  all  upon  the  Jewish  electors, 
depriving  whole  classes  of  them  of  the  vote. 

The  debate  was  further  adjourned. 


THE    LATE    M.  MECHELIN 

Funeral  Converted  into  a  National 
Demonstration. 

[Fkom  Our  Owx  CORKBSPOyDEKT,] 

Hki.sin<,koks,  February  4th. 

The  funeral  of  the  late  Senator  Mechslin,  which 
took  place  on  the  2nd  inst.,  bore  the  character  of  a 
huge  national  demonstration.  The  religious  part  of 
the  ceremony  took  place  at  the  Nicholas  Church,  in 
which  1,500  people  had  assembled.  All  the  members 
of  the  Diet  and  some  two  hundred  deputations  from 
all  parts  of  Finland  attended  the  service.  There 
were  six  hundred  wreaths,  one  of  which  came  from 
the  Russian  State  Councillor  Gerard,  who  was 
Governor-General  of  Finland  during  the  brief  period 
of  legal  order  that  followed  upon  the  General  Strike. 
After  the  service  funeral  orations  were  delivered, 
extolling  the  memory  of  the  late  Senator  and  dwell- 
ing on  the  fact  that  he  had  devoted  his  whole  life  to 
the  service  of  his  native  land.  Professor  Miliukoff 
came  from  St.  Petersburg  to  lay  a  wreath  from  the 
Cadet  Party  in  the  Duma  on  M.  Mechelin's  grave. 
He  delivered  a  speech  in  Russian,  in  which  he  said 
that  he  came  as  the  representative  of  that  section  of 
Russian  society  which  had  always  maintained  that 
Russia's  true  interests  demanded  a  strict  observation 
of  the  Constitutional  principles  on  which  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Finnish  nation  had  been  founded  since 
its  union  with  Russia.  The  well-known  Russian 
author,  M.  Protopopoff,  also  brought  a  wreath  from 
the  dead  statesman's  admirers  in  Russia,  and  another 
from  the  Russian  Women's  Club.  Other  wreaths 
were  sent  by  Senators,  all  the  parties  of  the  Finnish 
Diet,  all  the  Finnish  scientific,  literary,  and  artistic 
societies,  the  Imperial  Alexander  University,  the 
Polytechnic  Institute,  the  Town  Council  of  Helsing- 
fors,  and  many  other  bodies. 

The  students  of  the  University  took  part  in  the 
procession.  The  streets  were  crowded  with  people, 
and  the  shops  were  closed.  There  were  no  perform- 
ances given  in  the  theatres  that  evening. 

The  day  did  not  pass,  however,  without  incidents 
characteristic  of  the  present  icgnnc  in  the  Grand 
Duchy.  At  the  House  of  Nobles  the  flag  of  Finland 
was  flying  at  half-mast,  but  the  police  interfered  and 
ordered  the  flag  to  be  taken  down.  At  the  Athen;eum 
the  Imperial  flag  was  flown  at  half-mast,  but  even 
here  the  police  interfered,  and  ordered  the  flag 
either  to  be  taken  down  or  hoisted  to  the  top.  The 
latter  course  was  adopted. 

Never  before  has  such  a  funeral  been  seen  in 
Finland.  So  universal  a  demonstration  completely 
disposes  of  the  Russian  Nationalist  legend  that  the 
late  M.  Mechelin  was  the  leader  of  only  a  small 
clique,  without  any  real  connection  with  the  Finnish 
nation  at  large. 

The  Finnish  Diet  was  opened  to-day  by  Governor- 
General  Seyn  with  the  usual  ceremony.  The  Speaker 
this  year  is  Professor  Stahlbcrg,  a  Young  Finn,  and 
the  Vice-Speaker  M.  Tokoi,  a  Socialist,  who  was 
Speaker  last  year. 


JEWISH    RITE  ATTACKED 


The  Minister  of  Justice  has  announced  to  the 
Cabinet  of  Ministers  nis  intention  of  preparing  a  Bill 
prohibiting  the  Jewish  method  of  slaughtering 
animals.  M.  Kokovtsoff  and  the  Auditor-General 
have  expressed  their  agreement  with  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  while  pointing  out  the  necessity  of  work- 
ing out  its  details  carefully,  as  the  abolition  of  the 
"basket  tax"  on  meat  slaughtered  according  to 
Jewish  rites  would  involve  a  considerable  financial 
outlay  from  other  sources. 


JEWS    OUTSIDE   THE  PALE. 


The  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg,  Major-General  D.  V. 
Dratchevsky,  has  instructed  the  police  of  the  capital 
that  the  order  dated  October  9th,  1908,  on  the  issue  of 
trade  certificates  to  Jews  has  been  modified  in  accord- 
ance with  the  latest  interpretation  of  the  Senate. 
The  Governing  Senate  has  ruled  that  Jewish  chemists' 
and  doctors'  assistants,  dentists,  and  midwives  can 
only  retain  their  right  of  residence  outside  the  Pale 
of  Settlement  so  long  as  they  exercise  their  special 
calling.   


BISHOP   AND  POLITICS. 


It  is  reported  from  Krasnoyarsk  that  Bishop 
Nikon  has  received  an  order  from  the  Holy  Synod 
forbidding  him  to  write  political  articles  in  the  Press. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Bishop  Nikon  was  pro- 
moted to  the  Siberian  see  of  Krasnoyarsk  in  older 
that  he  might  be  removed  from  the  fourth  Duma, 
where  he  had  disappointed  the  Synod's  expectations 
that  he  would  prove  a  docile  leader  of  the  clerical 
deputies. 
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IS    IT   AN  OLIVE-BRANCH? 


It  is  necessary  to  exercise  the  most  cautious 
reserve  in  considering  the  part  which  the  Tsar 
is  now  said  to  be  playing  in  Russia's  domestic 
politics,  however  anxious  we  may  be  to  credit 
his  Majesty  with  the  loftiest  desire  to  secure  the 
good  government  of  his  country.  A  fortnight  or 
so  ago  we  learnt  that  the  Tsar  had  enjoined  upon 
the  new  Finance  Minister  the  necessity  of  re- 
modelling the  State  Budget  in  order  to  abolish 
the  evil  of  founding  the  financial  stability  of  the 
Empire  on  the  encouragement  of  drunkenness. 
Now  we  are  told  that  he  has  taken  a  still  more 
striking  initiative  in  affairs  of  State.  Presiding 
in  jierson  over  a  special  meeting  of  the  Cabinet, 
he  declared  to  his  Ministers  that  harmonious 
co-operation  was  necessary  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Legislature  in  order  that  the 
reforms  promised  in  the  Manifesto  of  October 
30th,  1905,  might  be  carried  out.  This  is  a 
sufficiently  significant  admission  that  so  far  the 
Government  has  failed  to  fulfil  the  pledges 
solemnly  given  by  the  Tsar  himself  over  eight 
years  ago,  and  is  a  crowning  justification  of  all 
the  devoted  efforts  that  have  been  made  since  the 
beginning  of  the  Counter-Revolution  era  to 
restore  to  the  Russian  people  the  Constitutional 
rights  of  which  they  "have  been  shamelessly 
robbed.  It  may  be  asked  « hy  the  Tsar  lias 
only  just  discovered  that  the  October  pledges 
have  not  been  fulfilled,  and  why  he  did  not 
impress  upon  the  lace  M.  Stolypin  the  necessity 
of  realising  them.  But  it  is  idle  to  raise  these 
awkward  questions.  We  must  content  ourselves 
as  best  we  may  that  in  the  Tsar's  latest  pro- 
nouncement we  have  an  indication  that  an 
attempt  will  now  be  made  to  restore  the  October 
Manifesto.  For  this  we  have  the  Imperial 
guarantee  — on  paper. 

It  is  something  that  after  eight  years'  silence 
the  ruling  powers  should  again  begin  to  talk  of 
the  Constitution  ;  and  we  should  like  to  throw 
off  the  scepticism  which  our  former  experience 
of  Russian  State  "  guarantees  "  impels.  But  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  there  are  other  circum- 
stances connected  with  these  fair-spoken  words 
of  promise  which  reinforce  the  feeling  of  doubt. 
In  the  first  place,  what  manner  of  Ministers  has 
the  Tsar  gathered  under  him  to  revive  the  long- 
forgotten  reforms  ?  M.  Kokovtsoff  has  gone, 
and  with  him,  it  is  generally  admitted,  the  last 
semblance  of  control  over  the  individual  acts  of 
his  more  Reactionary  colleagues.  He  is  suc- 
ceeded in  both  his  Ministerial  offices  by  men  of 
notoriously  illiberal  reputation — men  to  whom  the 
pai  ties  of  the  Right  confidently  look  to  shake  off 
the  remnant  of  restraint  upon  the  Autocracy.  The 
retirement  of  other  moderating  influences  from 
the  Cabinet,  and  their  replacement  by  full- 
blooded  Reactionaries,  is  also  said  to  be  impend- 
ing. These  are  not  promising  hands  to  which 
to  entrust  the  replanting  of  the  withered  shoots 
of  reform.  In  the  next  place,  there  are  state- 
ments in  circulation  regarding  the  "  new  order  " 
which  do  not  seem  to  us  to  ring  quite  true.  It 
is  declared  that  the  first  essential  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  reforms  is  the  possession  by  the 
Administration  of  a  working  majority  in  the 
Legislative  Chambers,  and  that  for  this  purpose 
conferences  are  proceeding  between  M.  Goremy- 
kin  and  the  leading  members  of  the  Duma.  If, 


however,  the  Governmei  t  should  find  -it  impos- 
sible to  secure  such  a  irajority,  it  is  hinted  that 
the  Duma  will  be  dissolved  and  a  General  Elec- 
tion set  on  foot. 

Now  it  needs  no  grea^  gift  of  intuition — call 
it  suspicion  if  you  will-i— to  translate  these  art- 
less intimations  as  an  .attempt  to  mislead  the 
Duma  and  the  public,  inducing  them  to  lend 
their  support  to  the  Government  by  means  of  a 
specious  promise  which  may  never  be  redeemed, 
and  threatening  dissolution  on  a  false  issue  if 
submission  is  not  made.  lu  particular,  we  sus- 
pect, a  strong  bid  is  bein«'  made  to  win  back  the 
allegiance  of  the  Octobrists,  who  still  have  the 
power  to  determine  the  character  of  the  Duma 
majority.  Of  course,  if  the  Octobrists  were  able 
to  exact  from  the  Government  the  full  price  for 
their  support  (namely,  the  complete  restoration 
of  the  October  Manifesto,  in  which  the  party 
had  its  origin),  they  would  very  properly  give 
their  full  support  to  the  Administration.  But 
they  do  not  need  to  be  warned  that  the  offer  of  a 
price  andits  payment  are  two  very  different  things, 
and  that  Russian  Governments  are  notorious 
defaulters.  We  should  be  blind,  of  course,  if  we 
overlooked  the  possibility  that  the  Octobrists 
may  consent  to  be  bough  at  a  price  of  a  different 
kind  from  that  which  tlfey  are  in  honour  bound 
to  demand  ;  as  to  that,  we  can  only  hope  that 
they  have  profited  by  1  .  eir  former  experiences 
to  resist  improper  o v  t  ■  r t u res?  For  the  rest,  it 
has  to  be  remarked  that  the  suggestion  that  a 
dissolution  may  be  calkd  for  through  the  Duma 
refusing  to  co-operate  with  the  Government  on 
the  lines  of  the  October  Manifesto  is  particularly 
preposterous.  If  there  is  one  thing  for  which 
there  is  a  consistent  majority  in  the  present 
Duma,  it  is  the  October  Manifesto.  That  was  the 
battle-cry  with  which  a  few  months  ago  the  Octo- 
brists entered  the  lists  against  the  Government, 
and  it  is  because  the  principles  it  enunciates  are 
denied  that  M.  Gutchkoff  and  others  declare  the 
country  to  be  standing  upon  the  brink  of  a 
catastrophe. 

The  near  future  w  11  prove  whether  our 
cautious  acceptance  of  the  seeming  olive-branch 
which  is  now  being  heM  out  is  justified.  Mean- 
while, however,  it  is,  as  we  have  said,  something 
to  the  good  that  public  acknowledgment  has 
been  made  from  the  Throne  itself  of  the  Govern- 
ment's past  betrayal  of  its  trust.  This  also  may 
be  said  :  that  the  Tsar  would  never  have  made 
even  the  semblance  of  a  concession  to  the  nation's 
demands  had  he  not  been  convinced  that  danger 
threatens.  The  Russian  people  should  take 
heart  from  this  episods  and  be  encouraged  to 
insist  still  more  resolutely  on  their  claims, 
knowing  that  in  the  facj  of  their  united  demands 
no  Autocracy  and  no  Government  can  in  the  end 
hold  out. 


NATIONALISATION    OF  CREDIT. 

M.  Bark,  the  new  Minister  of  Finance,  has  declared 
to  several  bankers  that  he  has  no  intention  of 
"nationalising"  Russian  credit.  He  said  that,  if 
nationalisation  of  credit  meant  depriving  Jews  of 
the  benefit  of  credit,  it  would  involve  as  a  corollary 
the  refusal  to  accept  deposits  and  other  moneys  from 
Jews. 

On  March  ioth  the  Disirict  Court  of  Moscow  is  to 
try  the  case  of  MM.  Feiler,  Perck,  Yakovleff,  and 
other  Baptists  who  are  charged  with  seducing  people 
from  Orthodoxy,  and  persuading  them  to  join  their 
own  faith. 


M.    KASSO    TO  RESIGN. 


Education  Minister's  Last  Vindictive  Acts. 


There  is,  after  all,  good  reason  to  believe  that  M. 
Kasso's  resignation  of  his  post  in  the  Ministry  is  immi- 
nent. The  Russkoc  Znamya,  the  undaunted  champion 
of  the  sadly  compromised  Minister  of  Education, 
regretfully  informs  its  readers  that,  on  inquiry,  it  has 
ascertained  that  M.  Kasso  is  going  abroad  on  a  long 
leave  of  absence,  and  will  not  return  to  his  post. 

In  addition  to  his  vindictive  act  in  depriving  M. 
Grimm  of  his  professorship,  and  consequently  of  his 
seat  in  the  Council  of  State,  M.  Kasso  has  utilised  his 
last  moments  of  power  for  the  purpose  of  inflicting  a 
fresh  blow  on  Jewish  students.  He  had  previously 
given  orders  that  the  limited  percentage  of  Jews 
allowed  entrance  to  the  Universities  should  be 
admitted  by  the  drawing  of  lots  instead  of  by  com- 
petitive examination.  Within  the  past  few  days, 
however,  he  has  extended  the  lottery  system  to  the 
percentage  of  Jewish  pupils  admitted  to  the  inter- 
mediate schools.  He  hopes  that,  as  the  result  of 
this  reform,  Jewish  pupils  will  no  longer  try  to  secure 
the  restricted  number  of  vacancies  allotted  them  by 
the  percentage  rule  at  the  intermediate  schools,  so 
that  the  efficiency. of  the  still  more  restricted  number 
of  Jews  who  are  subsequently  admitted  to  the  Uni- 
versity will  have  been  impaired  at  the  very  outset. 

Professor  Grimm  and  the  Council  of  State. 

With  regard  to  M.  Kasso's  treatment  of  Professor 
Grimm,  which  is  condemned  even  by  so  pronounced 
a  Reactionary  as  M.  Durnovo,  Count  Witte  has 
expressed  himself  as  follows  : — 

"  When  we  drafted  the  Fundamental  Laws  and  the 
Duma  Constitution  such  a  case  did  not  even  occur 
to  us.  It  was,  indeed,  difficult  to  foresee  that  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  State,  elected  by  some 
public  institution  or  group,  might  be  deprived  of  his 
high  rank  by  administrative  order,  through  the 
expedient  of  dismissing  him  from  the  office  which 
served  to  qualify  him  for  election.' 

Last  week  the  Centre  group  of  the  Council  of  Slate 
held  a  meeting,  which  was  joined  by  representatives 
of  other  groups,  to  discuss  the  position  created  by 
the  dismissal  of  Professor  Grimm.  The  meeting  was 
unanimous  in  declaring  that  the  punishment  of  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  State  for  scrupulously 
attending  to  his  duties  constituted  an  insult  to  that 
body,  and  an  attack  upon  independence  of  judgment 
on  the  part  of  its  members.  . 

The  meeting  elected  a  deputation  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  Council  of  State,  M.  Akimoff,  and 
the  President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers,  M.  Gore- 
mykin,  demanding  their  intervention  in  the  matter. 

Other  Resignations  Foreshadowed. 

It  is  rumoured  that  M.  Nicholas  Maklakoff  is  to 
retire  from  the  post  of  Minister  of  the  Interior,  and 
that  he  will  be  replaced  by  Prince»Viadimir  Michael- 
ovitch  Volkonsky,  a  former  Vice-President  of  the 
Duma. 

The  Reich  confirms  the  rumours  of  the  impending 
resignation  of  M.  Timasheff,  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Industry. 

In  Right  and  Nationalist  circles  a  campaign  of 
intrigue  has  been  set  on  foot  against  General  Sukhom- 
linhoff,  the  present  Minister  of  War,  in  order  to 
prevent  his  contemplated  appointment  as  Governor- 
General  of  Warsaw.  At  the  same  time  these  wire- 
pullers are  agitating  in  favour  of  their  own  candidate 
for  the  post,  Senator  Neudhart.  Thev  urge  that,  as 
a  military  man,  General  Sukhomlinori  is  not  a  fit 
person  to  carry  through  a  strong  and  unbending 
Russian  Nationalist  policy  in  Poland.  Senator 
Neudhart,  who  is  a  brother-in-law  of  the  late  M. 
Stolypin,  is  in  their  opinion  best  qualified  to  give 
effect  to  the  policy  of  Russian  ascendancy  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland. 

The  District  Captain  of  Hasenpot,  Kurland,  has 
prohibited  the  organisation  of  a  series  of  lectures 
on  cattle-breeding,  undertaken  by  the  Communal 
Assembly  at  Nigran. 

At  a  rect  nt  sitting  the  Duma  adopted  the  motion 
of  urgency  for  the  Labour  and  Cadet  interpellation 
with  regard  to  the  prohibition  of  the  centenary  cele- 
brations of  the  Ukrainian  poet  Shevtchenko. 
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THE    VICIOUS  CIRCLE. 

The  "  Great  Reforms  "  in  Russian 
Finance. 


Everything  was  going  so  well.  .  .  .  The 
popular  movement  having  been  crushed  by  the 
bureaucracy,  "order  reigned"  not  only  in  Warsaw, 
but  throughout  Russia.  The  Russian  Government 
published  in  the  "friendly"  Press  comforting 
reports  on  the  economic  and  financial  prosperity  of 
the  Empire,  and  only  three  months  ago  Le  7V;»/>s 
devoted  to  the  subject  of  Russian  finance  an  editorial 
article  singing  the  praises  of  the  "internal  progress" 
of  Russia  and  the  perfect  organisation  of  the 
*'  liudget  mechanism."  Then,  last  December, 
the  editor  of  Le  Mulin  made  a  special  journey 
to  Russia,  and  was  dazzled  by  the  pictures  of 
universal  happiness  and  content  which  he  there  saw. 
He  gave  his  impressions  in  a  series  of  articles  from 
which  we  cull  the  following  gems  : — 

"  It  is  a  virgin  soil,  which  returns  to  the  labourer 
in  gold  what  lie  has  given  it  in  sweat." 

"Trade  enjoys  an  unheard-of  prosperity." 

"  The  Russian  peasant  is  better  fed  and  better 
dressed." 

"  Russia  has  become  the  premier  banker  in  the 
world." 

This  editor's  optimism,  it  will  be  seen,  was  quite 
equal  to  the  optimism  of  Russia's  Ministers.  But  it  was 
not  alone  the  nimble  pens  of  the  Erench  Press  which 
were  enlisted  in  the  cause  of  glorifying  the  results  of 
the  Autocracy  ;  the  ponderous  machine  of  the  Times, 
with  its  "  Russian  Supplements,"  was  set  working 
towards  the  same  end. 

The  Tsar's  Admission. 

Yes,  everything  was  going  beautifully — and  all  at 
once  the  scene  changed.  While  the  air  was  still 
ringing  with  praises  (apropos  of  the  new  loan)  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Empire  and  the  colossal 
talents  of  M.  Kokovtsoff  and  M.  Davydoff,  the  Tsar 
himself  declared  quite  frankly  that  the  condition  of 
Russia's  finances,  far  from  being  brilliant,  is  not 
even  satisfactory  ;  that  the  wonderful  "  mechanism 
of  the  Budget."  which  pleased  the  editor  of  Le  Tempi 
so  much,  is  thoroughly  bad  ;  that  the  Budget  is 
based  on  the  alcoholisation,  the  brutalisation,  the 
misery  of  the  masses  ;  that  M.  Kokovtsoff  and  his 
coadjutors  are  incapable  of  making  the  necessary 
reforms,  and  should  be  dismissed  from  their  posts. 

Thus,  in  1914,  after  many  years  spent  in  fierce 
repression,  in  constantly  combating  the  popular 
movement,  the  ruling  powers  find  themselves  com- 
pelled to  admit  one  of  those  verities  which,  for  affirm- 
ing, editors  have  been  cast  into  prison  and  their 
journals  confiscated.  I  say  one  of  the  verities,  for 
all  that  the  Tsar's  new  rescript  says  regarding  the 
pauperisation  and  drunkenness  of  the  people  is  but 
a  -mall  fraction  of  the  enormous  and  terrible  verity 
called  the  life  of  Russia. 

Alcoholism  Inevitable. 

The  real  truth  is  that  the  alcoholism  and  miserv 
denounced  by  the  Tsar  are  the  inevitable  results  of 
the  political  and  social  n'giine  which  exists  to-day  in 
Ross ia.  "Alcoholism  is  the  function  of  badly 
organised  labour,"  says  the  modern  hvgienist,  and 
the  statement  is  proved  by  what  is  happening  in 
Russia.  The  condition  of  labour  there  could  hardlv 
be  worse.  The  worker  is  badly  paid,  badly  lodged, 
badly  fed  ;  the  peasant  is  starved  and  robbed  by  the 
nobles  of  the  land  necessary  for  his  existence.  The 
laws  protect  neither  the  material  interests  nor  the 
intellectual  needs  of  the  people,  neither  their  civil 
rights  nor  their  personal  liberty,  not  even  indeed 
their  lives.  All  the  power  is  concentrated  in  the  hard 
and  incapable  hands  of  the  semi-feudal  nobles,  who 
treat  even  their  compatriots  and  co-religionists.  Real 
Russian  and  Orthodox  peasants,  like  the  inhabitants 
of  a  country  "conquered  by  Hame  and  sword." 

A  Profitable  Traffic. 

The  financial  system  of  the  Russian  State  corre- 
sponds exactly  to  the  general  conditions  of  the 
social  and  political  life  of  the  country.  The  Autocracy 
insists  upon  being  absolute  and  independent  of  the 
people,  both  financially  and  politically,  and  hence, 
when  it  requires  money,  it  turns  to  foreign  loans  and 
various  forms  of  indirect  taxation.  But  taxes  on 
sugar,  tea,  tobacco,  &c,  do  not  yield  enough  for 
its  requirements,  and  so  it  undertakes  the  sale 
of  alcohol,  well  knowing  that  vodka  is  an  irre- 
sistible temptation  to  the  worn-out  worker,  deprived 
of  all  his  rights  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  ;  to  the  illite- 
rate peasant,  brutalised  by  centuries  of  bondage,  by 
the  violence  and  injustice  of  the  ruling  classes.  And 
thus  it  comes  about  that  the  drink  traffic  yields  to 
the  Treasury  a  sum  equal  to  nearly  30  per  cent,  of  the 
annual  Budget. 

In  its  endeavour  to  be  independent  of  the  living 
forces  of  society,  the  Autocracy  has  been  compelled 
to  create  an  immense  bureaucracy,  which  in  1807  had 
already  reached  the  formidable  total  of  half  a  million 
per  on^toii'j  to  -  .cry  H<)  'A  the  p  >pulation  and 


having  are  filled  by  members  of  the  nobility,  and  the 
system  is  incredibly  expensive,  the  sum  allotted  for 
administrative  expenses  in  the  1914  Budget  being 
well  over  ^70,000,000.  The  chief  purpose  of  all 
official  institutions — even  of  the  Peasants'  Pinks, 
which  were  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  prole- 
tariat— is  to  provide  lucrative  posts  for  the  nobility. 

The  Government  announces  great  reforms,  almost 
"a  revolution  from  above,  in  its  finances.  .Let  us 
sec  how  it  proceeds  to  work. 

The  choice  of  M.  Kokovtsoff' s  successors  is  most 
characteristic.  M.  Goremykin  is  a  hide-bound 
bureaucrat  of  the  old  school,  a  whole-hearted  Reac- 
tionary whose  name  will  ever  be  identified  with  the 
violation  of  the  constitutional  laws  and  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  first  Uuma.  M.  Bark,  the  new  Minister 
of  Finance,  is  doubly  compromised.  He  is  the 
author  of  that  famous  project,  the  "  nationalisation  of 
credit,"  which  was  elaborated  during  the  Stolypin 
regime,  and  is  saturated  with  a  foolish  and  reaction- 
ary anti-Semitism,  while  Prince  Meschersky,  who 
now  supports  him,  made  scandalous  revelations  two 
or  three  years  ago  concerning  M.  Park's  financial 
operations  while  runninga  private  b?nk.  Altogether 
these  are  hardly  the  people  to  rely  upon  for  serious 
reforms,  and  if  the  Autocracy  appeals  to  Goremykin, 
Bark,  and  Company  this  merely  proves  that  it  moves 
in  a  vicious  circle,  surrounded  by  a  living  wall  of 
Reactionaries. 

What   the   "Reforms"  Mean. 

Although  their  names  do  not  inspire  confidence, 
these  gentlemen  and  the  official  Press  promise  us 
economic  and  financial  reforms.  The  Tsar's  rescript 
declares  that  the  Russian  Budget  must  be  based  not 
on  the  moral  and  physical  ruin  of  the  people,  but 
on  the  development  of  its  productive  forces.  If  the 
foreign  reader  assumes  from  this  announcement  that 
Russia  is  entering  upon  a  new  era,  he  will  be  cruelly 
deceived,  and  the  Governmental  Press  has  already 
explained  what  we  are  to  understand  by  "  the  deve- 
lopment of  productive  forces."  "  Jews  and  other 
foreigners  hinder  the  economic  activity  of  the 
nation,"  is  what  they  say,  and  the  Government  must 
liberate  this  activity  from  the  ill-starred  and  dis- 
honest competition  of  the  Jews  by  "  nationalismg " 
production,  commerce,  and  credit.  A  special  and 
exclusive  credit  must  be  established  for  Real  Russian 
merchants  and  peasants,  a  Popular  Bank  must  be 
founded  with  branches  in  every  large  village,  the 
Jewish  element  must  be  eliminated  from  the  export 
trade  in  wheat,  the  rTHperfaV^arTRTiiust  come  to  the 
assistance  of  Real  Russian  commerce  and  industry, 
and  place  its  capital  at  their  disposal  to  strengthen 
them  in  their  struggle  against  Jewish  supremacy. 

Nationalisation  of  Commerce. 

Such  are  the  "national  songs''  sung  at  the  present 
time  by  the  official  and  semi-official  Press  in  Russia. 
The  same  programme  was  recently  put  forward  by 
the  Nationalist  leader,  M.  Savenko,  at  a  congress  of 
his  party,  while  the  organ  of  the  "  Black  Hundred," 
the  Russkoe  Znamya,  declared  that  the  Jewish  mer- 
chants and  commission  agents  in  the  wheat  trade  had 
become  intolerable,  and  suggested  that  "nationali- 
sation "  might  be  assisted  by  pogroms. 

The  new  Government  promises  great  economic 
reforms  for  the  benefit  of  the  peasantry,  and  the 
Popular  Bank,  with  ramifications  in  every  corner  of 
the  Empire,  is  to  have  a  distinctly  "  national 
character,"  the  Nationalists  promising  subsidies  from 
the  Bank  to  every  Russian  peasant.  This  programme, 
of  course,  is  impossible,  as  the  most  superficial 
acquaintance  with  the  condition  of  Russia's  finances 
proves.  There  is  also  a  project  for  Government  par- 
ticipation in  the  co-operative  movement,  which  is 
now  rapidly  developing  in  Russia.  Labelled 
"  National "  and  "  Russian,"  efforts  have  been  made  to 
oppose  co-operative  trade  bo  "Jewish  trade,"  but  the 
only  result  lias  been  to  enable  the  village  usurers  to 
exploit  the  poor  peasantry  more  thoroughly  than  ever 
in  the  absence  of  "foreign"  competition.  The 
Government  may  now  poSsibly  endeavour  to  crush 
the  independence  of  the  co-operative  movement  by 
promises  of  financial  assistance. 

Foreign   Merchants'  Protest. 

As  for  the  projects  of  "nationalising"  the  trade  in 
wheat  and  its  export,  there  is  nothing  cither  new  or 
original  about  them.  Tho  Nationalists  formulated 
them  four  years  ago,  the  only  result  being  the  unani- 
mous protest  of  the  foreign  merchants  affected,  who 
are  indifferent  to  the  "  national''  origin  of  the  wheat 
and  are  interested  only  in  its  price  and  its  quality. 

It  is  quite  pDs-iblc  that  the  Russian  Government 
will  secure  for  its  "reforms"  the  support  of  some 
moderate  member  of  the  Opposition,  who  will  share 
with  the  Government  the  heavy  responsibility  of  its 
new  policy.  But,  howevej  that  may  be,  the  result 
cannot  fail  to  be  disastrous  |o  the  Autocracy  ;  or  as  M. 
Alexander  Gutclikoff,  the  ijiodera'e  Constitutionalist 
and  the  enemy  of  the  Revo^tion,  warned  the  Govern- 
ment after  the  publicatiof  of  the  Tsar's  rescript  : 
"  I  am  convinced  that  \Mp  are  marching  towards 
disaster,  and  that  another]  revolution  is  inevitable. 
The  changes  made  may  postpone  the  catastrophe, 
but  they  can  never  prevent  it."   


PRISON  LIFE. 

The   Story   of  a  Hunger  Strike. 

On  February  25th  the  Budget  Committee  of  the 
Duma  discussed  the  Estimates  of  the  Prisons  L^par:- 
ment.  In  the  course  of  the  debate  M.  Skobelc-h 
(Social  Democrat)  inquired  what  was  the  cause  of 
the  hunger  strike  carried  out  by  the  "  politicals  "  at 
the  Baku  Prison. 

In  reply  M.  Verevkin,  Assistant  Minister  of  Justice, 
said  that  the  hunger  jtrike,  which  had  already  ceased, 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  prisoners  had  refused  to 
obey  the  orders  of  the  authorities.  He  added  that 
the  Budget  Committee  was  not  competent  to  discu-- 
the  character  of  such  orders. 

M.  Shingareff  (Cadet)  retorted  that  it  was  for  the 
President  to  deal  with  questions  of  competence. 

The  Assistant-Minister  thereupon  read  out  two 
telegrams  from  the  Public  Prosecutor  at  Baku, 
reporting  that  the  prisoners  had  demanded  warm 
undervests,  permission  to  obtain  food  from  outside 
and  civil  treatment,  and  that  the  hunger  strike  was 
now  over. 

M.  Shingareff  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  the 
medical  examination  of  every  new  prisoner,  since  at 
present  paUents  suffering  contagious  diseases  were 
being  placed  in  common  wards,  thus  spreading  the 
infection. 

Great  indignation  was  caused  by  the  observation 
of  M.  Markoff.  junior  (Extreme  Right),  to  the  effect 
that  prisoners  were  confined  in  order  that  they  might 
suffer,  whereas  the  prison  authorities  treated  them 
much  too  humanely. 

M.  Godneff  lOctobrist)  said  that,  as  a  Christian,  he 
could  not  listen  to  the  expression  of  such  views. 

M.  Godzitsky  (Progressist)  asked  the  Assistant- 
Minister  whether  his  Department  was  of  opinion  that 
prisoners  were  confined  with  the  object  not  of  cor- 
rection, but  of  the  infliction  of  suffering. 

The  Assistant-Minister  replied  that  his  Department 
had  only  to  observe  the  law,  and  that  he  could  net 
give  any  more  definite  answer. 


PERSIAN    REVOLUTION  ECHO. 

Ex-Shah's    Tutor    as    Candidate    for  a 
Chief  Rabbinate. 

A  British  Blue-book  was  referred  to  in  a  libel 
case  heard  by  the  District  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  or. 
February  26th. 

The  plaintiff,  a  man  named  Shapshal,  was  formerlv 
tutor  to  the  ex-Shah  Mahomet  Ali.  He  returned  to 
Russia  after  the  suppression  of  the  Medjlis,  and  put 
himself  up  as  a  candidate  for  the  vacant  post  of 
Chief  Rabbi  of  the  Karaites,  a  sect  of  "  Biblical ' 
Jews.  The  Karaiinskaya  J-izn,  an  organ  of  that  sect, 
protested  against  the  candidature  for  the  post  of 
spiritual  head  of  the  entire  sect  of  a  man  who  had 
disgraced  his  name  in  Persia,  and  who  had  streams 
of  blood  on  his  conscience. 

Advocate  Varshavsky,  for  the  defence,  presented 
to  the  Court  a  British  Parliamentary  Blue-book  con- 
taining information  on  the  plaintiff's  activity  during 
the  period  of  the  Persian  revolution,  as  well  as  works 
by  Professor  Browne  on  the  same  subject,  with 
Russian  translations  of  the  relevant  passages. 

The  Court  declined  to  admit  the  English  publica- 
tions as  evidence,  but  Advocate  Varshavsky  was  able 
to  produce  other  documents  and  depositions  on 
Shapshal's  activity  in  Persia.  He  pointed  out  that 
the  accused  editor  had  only  taken  notice  of  the 
plaintiff  when  the  latter  had  dared  to  claim  the  post 
of  spiritual  head  of  a  religious  denomination.  In 
spite  of  the  seemingly  political  character  of  the  case, 
it  was  not  a  matter  of  politics,  but  an  endeavour  to 
preserve  the  cultural  and  religious  purity  of  a  whole 
people. 

In  his  reply  Shapshal  protested  against  the  charges 
brought  against  him  in  the  article,  and  claimed"  to 
have  been  useful  to  the  Persian  people  and  to  have 
rendered  services  to  the  Russian  Government. 

After  a  brief  consultation  the  Court  acquitted  the 
accused. 


EVICTED  PEASANTS. 


On  February  23rd  the  Duma  unanimously  adopted 
a  motion  introduced  by  the  Cadets  and  the  Labour 
group,  clem  Hiding  ihat  a  question  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Minister  of  Finance  on  the  eviction  of  the 
peasants  of  the  village  of  Stepanovka,  in  the 
Buguruslav  district,  and  on  the  demolition  of  their 
dwellings  because  of  their  indebtedness  to  the 
Peasants'  Bank. 

Advocate  Kerensky  contrasted  the  lenient  methods 
of  the  Ministry's  other  institution,  the  Nobility  Bank, 
which  showed  the  greatest  indulgence  to  its  noble 
debtors,  with  the  Government's  harshness  towards 
peasant  debtors,  who  only  failed  to  dbchargc  their 
debt  when  they  really  were  at  the  end  of  their 
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NOTES. 


The  Rescript  Analysed. 

Considerable  light  is  thrown  upon  the  Tsar's 
Rescript  to  the  new  Minister  of  Finance  by  the 
article  which  M.  Alexinsky  contributes  to  our 
columns  this  week.  The  exhortation  regarding 
the  drink  traffic,  of  course,  provides  in  part  a 
striking  justification  of  what  everybody  who  is 
interested  in  Russian  reform  has  been  writing 
and  saying  on  the  subject  for  years.  But  it 
ignores  the  hard  facts  at  the  back  of  the  vodka 
question,  and  does  not  recognise — or  affects  not 
to  recognise — that  the  national  vice  of  drunken- 
ness is  the  direct  result  of  the  general  con- 
ditions of  the  Russian  people's  existence. 
For  these  conditions  the  bureaucracy,  which 
battens  on  the  misery  of  the  masses,  is 
almost  entirely  responsible.  As  to  the  vodka 
monopoly  ,and  its  enormous  proceeds,  this 
most  vicious  element  in.  the  much-belauded 
"  mechanism  of  the  Budget  "  owes  its  existence 
in  its  present  form  to  the  desire  of  the  ruling 
powers  to  be  independent  of  direct  taxation, 
which  would  make  the  popular  demand  for 
proper  representation  irresistible.  For  the  rest, 
our  contributor  deals  in  instructive  fashion  with 
the  project  of  increasing  the  productive  forces  of 
the  country,  showing  that  the  foreshadowed 
"reforms  "  in  this  direction  are  infected  through 
I  and  through  with  the  virus  of  the  "  nationalisa- 
tion of  commerce."'  That  is  a  scheme  with 
which  no  respectable  business  man  in  Russia 
will  have  anything  to  do. 


Another  Finnish  Crisis. 

» 

M.  Gcremykin,    the   new    Premier,    who  is 
reputed  to  be  an  uncompromising  opponent  of 
Finland's  claims  to  autonomy,  has  early  been 
t  given  an  opportunity  of  proving  himself  worthy 
of  the  Nationalists'  confidence.    During  the  past 
few  days  Russo-Finnish  relations    have  again 
entered  upon  an  acute  phase,   and  again  the 
j  immediate  cause  is  the  application  by  the  Russian 
j   Government  of  the  Imperial  Law  of  June  30th, 
1910.    That  law,  it  will  be  remembered,  which 
empowers  the  Russian  authorities  to  legislate  for 
Finland  in  certain  matters,  was  passed  by  the 
;  Russian  Duma,  but  never  referred  to  the  Finnish 
Diet,  and  is  therefore  rightly  regarded  by  the 
Finns  as  unconstitutional.  It  was  in  virtue  of  this 
/  measure  that  it  was  sought  to  foist  the  so-called 
Russian  Equality  Law  upon  the  Grand  Duchy, 
whose  rejection  of  it  on  strictly  constitutional 
I  grounds  has  resulted  in  the  imprisonment  of 
•  scores  of  loyal  Finnish  judges  and  other  officials 
I  in  Russian  gaols.     The  same  Act  has  now  been 
called  into  aid  for  fixing  Finland's  contribution 
towards  the  cost  of  the  military  transport  service  ; 
and  because  of  the  illegitimacy  of  its  origin,  the 
Diet  has  unanimously  refused  to  consider  the 
1  measure  to  that  effect  sprung  upon  it  by  the 
Russian  Council  of  Ministers.    It  is  noteworthy 
■  that  against  this  course  not  a  single  voice  was 
l|  raised  in  the  Diet  ;  and  it  is  thus  made  clear 
ii  that  Finland  is  ahsnln^-lv  nnifprl  — 


tion  of  the  obnoxious  Act.  Of  the  flagrantly 
unconstitutional  character  of  the  new  species  of 
"  Imperial  "  legislation  there  is  no  question.  The 
Russian  Government,  however,  allows  no  scruple 
based  on  constitutional  rights  to  stand  in  the 
waj-  of  Finland's  coercion,  and  the  only  course 
left  to  that  ill-used  nation  is  to  carry  on  a  passive 
resistance  until  it  is  finally  crushed  to  death. 
How  many  more  crimes  of  this  character  will 
Europe  tolerate  ? 


"Literature"  for  Soldiers. 

The  so-called  "  literary  "  education  of  Russian 
soldiers  is  confined  to  the  study  of  a  manual  of  a 
very  peculiar  character.  I  ntil  recently  the  sole 
contents  of  this  volume  were  formidable  lists  of 
the  full  names  and  titles  of  all  the  members  of 
the  Imperial  family,  and  of  the  officers  of  the 
corps,  division,  regiment,  battalion,  and  company 
to  which  the  "  student  "  belonged.  The  difficulty 
encountered  by  the  illiterate  recruit  in  memo- 
rising the  names  and  attributes  of  all  these  digni- 
taries was,  and  still  is,  intensified  by  the  fact 
that  many  Russian  regiments  are  nominally  com- 
manded by  foreign  sovereigns  or  princes.  This 
work  has  always  been  accounted  by  the  Russian 
soldier  as  worse  than  any  drill,  and  many  a  poor 
wretch  has  been  flogged  for  forgetting  or  mis- 
pronouncing the  names  of  such  regimental  chiefs 
as  "  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness  Erzherzog 
Ferdinand."  The  Polish,  Lithuanian,  Lettish, 
and  Mohammedan  recruits  are  in  an  even  worse 
case,  and  stumble  hopelessly,  with  dire  conse- 
quences to  themselves,  over  Russian  names  and 
titles  with  whose  scund  and  meaning  they  are 
equally  unacquainted. 


A  "  Black  Hundred  "  Catechism. 

Lately  this  precious  manual  has  been  enriched 
by  the  addition  of  re  fan  »*€*s  to  contemporary 
events,  which  take  the  form  of  a  catechism.  The 
"  literary  "  character  of  this  section  of  the  book 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  extract ; — 

Question  :  What  happened  to  the  first  two 
Dumas  ? 

Answer  :  They  were  dissolved  because_  they 
broke  out  into  rebellion. 

Question  :  What  was  the  nature  of  the  Revo- 
lution ? 

Answer:  It  was  the  work  of  the  Jews,  who 
were  anxious  to  obtain  equal  rights  in  order  to 
seize  eighty  million  acres  of  Russian  soil. 

The  old  curriculum,  though  decidedly  dull  and 
far  removed  from  "  literature,"  was  at  any  rate 
harmless  from  a  social  and  political  point  of  view. 
In  its  improved  edition,  however,  the  manual 
has  developed  into  an  electioneering  pamphlet  of 
the  "  Black  Hundred,"  and  is  calculated  to  work 
untold  mischief. 

Agricultural  Decay. 

A  correspondent  writes  : — I  have  just  received 
from  St.  Petersburg  the  new  official  report,  pub- 
lished by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  011  the 
results  of  the  famous  "  agrarian  reform  "  of  1906. 
A  rough  perusal  of  this  document  makes  it  clear 
that  even  from  the  quantitative  point  of  view 
these  results  are  somewhat  poor.  As  to  the 
qualitative  aspect,  the  official  report  has  not 
much  to  say.  But  certain  Zemstvos  (those  of 
Tchernigov,  Kiev,  Pskov,  Kazan,  Samara,  and 
Novgorod)  have  published  the  facts  elicited  by 
investigations  into  this  question  which  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  statistical  bureaux.  Through- 
out there  is  little  evidence  of  agricultural  and 
economic  progress,  while  indications  of  the 
rapidly  increasing  "  proletarisation  "  of  the  rural 
districts  are  abundant.  That  explains  why  the 
Government  is  so  concerned  for  the  state  of  the 
nation's  "  productive  forces." 

The  Finnish  Senate  has  sentenced  M.  Steuberg,  a 
well-known  educationist,  to  nine  months'  imprison- 
ment for  an  article  that  appeared  rive  years  ago  in 
the  Payevae.  M.  Steuberg  had  previously  been 
acquitted  of  the  charge  by  the  City  TribunaL^ajid 


THE   RUSSIAN  LOAN. 

How  it  was  Rushed  on   the  Paris 
Market. 


We  learnt  a  few  weeks  ago  what  Professor 
Migulin,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  economists  in 
Russia,  and  his  Octobrist  colleagues  think  of  the 
so-called  ''railway  "  loan.  Only  the  pseudo-financiers 
of  the  Russian  Government  would  dare  to  characterise 
the  operation  as  a  good  stroke  of  business.  An 
alleged  economic  loan  destined  ostensibly  for  the 
development  of  the  railway  system,  which  was  placed 
on  the  Paris  market  at  an  aggregate  discount  of 
nearly  7  per  cent.,  and  which  was  only  granted  on 
condition  that  important  industrial  benefits  were 
given  to  French  magnates,  can  hardly  be  called  a 
successful  financial  operation. 

But  the  manner  in  which  the  loan  was  launched 
also  requires  some  comment.  In  spite  of  the  fashion 
in  which,  to  put  it  mildly,  the  French  editors  were 
made  aware  of  the  existence  of  their  financial  and 
advertising  departments,  there  have  been  not  a  few 
irregularities. 

It  was  the  Banque  de  Paris  which  issued  the  loan 
of  665  million  francs.  Neither  the  financiers  nor  the 
public  nor  the  Press  were  given  sufficient  time  lo 
study  the  details  of  the  affair.  They  were  faced  with 
a  fait  accompli.  The  Bulletin  Annexe  du  Journal 
Officiel  contained  the  legal  notices  on  the  Monday 
morning,  and  the  loan  was  rushed  through  on  the 
following  Thursday.  Thus  large  sums  were  paid  to  the 
French  Press  to  announce  on  the  Saturday  a  loan, 
the  list  for  which  had  already  been  closed  on  the 
preceding  Thursday.  This  alone  shows  that  what 
was  bought  from  the  Press  was  not  their  advertise- 
ment but  their  silence. 

There  was  some  protest,  and  that  protest  drew 
forth  an  amazing  confession  on  the  part  of  the 
Banque  de  Paris.  They  submitted  that  it  did  not 
matter,  since  the  whole  of  the  loan  was  subscribed 
in  advance.  Yet  the  French  law  is  most  explicit  on 
this  point.  It  forbids  the  placing  of  any  loan  before 
legal  publication.  Unless,  therefore,  a  good  deal  of 
pressure  is  brought  to  bear  upon  certain  persons 
this  illegal  transaction  will  be  ventilated  in  the  law 
courts,  for  many  would-be  subscribers  who  went  to 
the  bank  on  the  Monday  morning  were  informed 
that  "  the  whole  issue  was  subscribed."  Thereupon 
affidavits  were  filed,  and  several  actions  are  pending. 

Any  one  acquainted  with  the  ways  of  finance,  the 
state  of  the  Paris  market,  and  the  identity  of  those 
behind  the  Banque  de  Paris,  and  other  less  scrupu- 
lous financiers,  will  readily  realise  the  possibilities 
of  imitation  for  the  floating  of  other  and  even 
less  promising  loans.  It  will  not  be  many  months 
before  the  "disinterested"  persons  who  subscribed 
the  loan  in  full  before  its  issue  will  gently  begin  to 
unload.  Only  then  shall  we  know  what  the  real 
French  investor  thinks  of  it. 

B.  S. 


BEILISS  DEFENDERS. 


Fresh  Proceedings  Against  Counsel  for 
the  Accused. 

The  Kiev  District  Court  has  instituted  disciplinary 
proceedings  against  Advocate  Grusenberg  for  an 
expression  he  made  use  of  during  the  trial  of  Beilis. 

In  reply  to  the  ironical  remark  of  M.  Zamyslovsky 
that  Lieut. -Colonel  Ivanoff,  who  denied  that  Kozat- 
chenko  had  confessed  to  having  given  false  evi- 
dence, was  a  witness  for  the  defence,  M.  Grusenberg 
retorted  : — 

"  I  do  not  know  witnesses  for  the  defence  or  for 
the  prosecution.  I  only  know  trustworthy  or 
untrustworthy,  honest  or  dishonest,  witnesses." 

The  untrustworthiness  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Ivanorf's 
evidence  on  that  point  has  since  been  established  in 
court  by  the  admissions  extracted  from  him  at  the 
recent  trial  of  M.  Shulguin. 


BLACK   HUNDRED  IMPUNITY. 

Charge   of    Murder  Against  an 
"  Academist "  Withdrawn. 

Widespread  indignation  has  been  aroused  in 
Russia  by  the  witharawal  of  the  prosecution  insti- 
tuted against  the  "Academist"  (or  "Black  Hun- 
dred" student)  Kisselevitch  for  the  murder  of  a 
fellow-student  named  Kamenoff  at  the  Institute  of 
Forestry.  This  immunity  is  all  the  more  amazing  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  even  under  the  most  favourable 
interpretation  of  his  act  Kisselevitch  could  hardly 
claim  to  be  exempt  from  the  charge  of  manslaughter. 
It  is  evident,  however,  that  M.  Purishkevitch  and  the 
other  protectors  of  the  Academists,  who  have  already 
obtained  for  them  the  exclusive  right  to  carry  arms, 
are  also  sufficiently  powerful  to  secure  for  their 
favourites  impunity  for  using  their  privileged  weapons 
against  their  fellow-students. 
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THE    "ODESSA  MIRACLE." 

Duma  Denounces  the  Election  of  a 
Bishop. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent. J 

St.  Petersburg,  February  23rd. 
Some  time  ago  the  Verification  Committee  of  the 
Duma  declared  in  favour  of  the  invalidation  of  the 
election  in  the  second  curia  at  Odessa,  which 
returned  Bishop  Anatolius,  the  nominee  of  the  Black 
Hundred. 

Although  the  elections  to  the  fourth  Duma  were 
distinguished  all  over  Russia  by  unparalleled  pressure 
on  the  part  of  the  Administration,  Odessa  eclipsed 
every  other  locality  in  this  respect. 

"  Many-tongued  Odessa,  with  its  various  races," 
said  the  Committee's  Reporter-in  the  Duma,  "dis- 
tracted by  disorders  and  hatreds,  has  elected  a 
Russian  Bishop.  Such  a  result  could  only  have  been 
brought  about  by  people  of  other  races  and  denomi- 
nations giving  their  votes  to  the  representative  of 
peace  and  goodwill.  It  looked  like  a  wonderful 
triumph  for  the  Russian  Church  and  civilisation.  But 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  wirepullers  of  that  election 
did  not  shrink  from  disgracing  the  sacred  calling  by 
forgery.  The  very  same  persons  who  hedged  in  the 
elections  with  such  numerous  restrictions  and  verifi- 
cations, for  fear  lest  some  Jewish  elector  might  drop 
in  an  extra  voting-slip — these  honest  auditors  of  the 
elections  crowned  the  return  of  a  Russian  Bishop  by 
wholesale  forgeries  of  ballot-papers.'' 

Manufactured  Voting-papers. 

Some  of  the  leading  features  of  the  campaign 
which  produced  the  "  Odessa  miracle  "  may  be  briefly 
outlined.  The  elections  themselves  were  managed 
in  such  a  way  as  to  render  the  exercise  of  the  fran- 
chise a  matter  of  difficulty.  When  electors  called  at 
the  office  of  the  Municipal  Executive  to  look  up  the 
voting-lists  and  qualification  rules  they  received  the 
reply  :  "  We  will  show  you  the  documents  concern- 
ing yourself,  but  you  must  not  ask  for  any  other." 

The  fact  of  concealing  the  electoral  lists  was  not 
in  itself  sufficient  to  vitiate  the  election.  The 
Duma  Committee,  however,  found  voting-papers 
which  had  not  even  been  folded  up  so  that  they 
might  be  placed  in  their  envelopes,  and  had  been 
clearly  thrown  in  wholesale  ;  but  in  order  to  prevent 
discovery  of  the  fact  that  the  voting-papers  exceeded 
the  number  of  the  actual  voters,  it  had  been  neces- 
sary to  destroy  a  corresponding  number  of  papers 
which  had  really  been  dropped  into  the  ballot-box 
by  legitimate  voters. 

The  electoral  lists  were  drawn  up  by  special  agents 
of  the  Municipal  Executive,  who  proceeded  on  the 
following  lines.  They  obtained  the  members'  lists 
of  all  the  Right  organisations,  and  then  entered  the 
names  of  those  members  in  the  lists  of  electors  with- 
out troubling  to  discover  whether  those  persons  pos- 
sessed any  franchise  qualification. 


DEBATE    IN    THE  DUMA. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  which  took  place  in 
the  Duma  on  the  report  quoted  by  our  corre- 
spondent, Prince  V.  L.  Guelovani  (Labour)  said  that 
the  partisans  of  Bishop  Anatolius  were  clearly  not 
guided  by  the  interests  of  the  Church ;  otherwise  they 
would  not  have  removed  from  the  Duma  the  only 
Bishop  who  had  been  regularly  elected.  Bishop 
Anatolius  should  have  followed  the  example  of  the 
Kaluga  deputies,  who  had  voluntarily  resigned  and, 
presented  themselves  again  before  their  electors. 

M.  Guerassimoff  (Cadet)  said  : — 

"We  are  told  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  somebody 
here  to  guide  the  numerous  clerical  flock.  But  in 
that  case  it  would  be  best  to  demand  that  Bishop 
Xikon  should  be  returned  to  us.  Bishop  Anatolius 
himself  will  hardly  feel  comfortable  here  when  the 
Duma  has  to  answer  in  the  negative  the  question  as 
to  the  regularity  of  his  election,  and  when  it  is  esta- 
blished that  he  holds  his  mandate  not  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Odessa,  but  from  General  Tolmatcheff's 
rat-catchers,  who  have  specialised  in  every  kind  of 
violence  and  electoral  fraud." 

The  Committee's  Reporter,  M.  Velikhoff  (Progres- 
sist), said  that  the  documents  and  complaints  he  had 
presented  had  come  not  only  from  Left  but  also  from 
Right  electors,  and  not  one  of  them  had  been  dis- 
proved. 

An  Appeal  to  the  Bight. 

"The  deputies  of  the  Right,"  he  declared,  "are 
defenders  of  the  Autocracy  ;  but  is  it  possible  for  the 
Monarch  to  work  in  union  with  a  national  representa- 
tion when  among  the  people's  representatives  are 
included  emissaries  of  the  'merry-go-round'  gangs 
(intirnidators  who  pay  house-to-house  visits;  and  of 
the  wholesale  manufacturers  of  spurious  voting- 
papers  '  (Cheers.)  Do  not  lend  your  authority  to 
cover  the  crime  perpetrated  at  Odessa.  Give  the 
fourth  Duma  a  chance  of  preserving  at  least  a  rem- 
nant of  its  good  fame  in  the  sight  of  posterity. 


Allow  us  to  cherish  the  conviction  that  we  do  not 
live  in  the  days  of  the  decay  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
or  of  the  downfall  of  the  Polish  Republic,  but  in  the 
great  country  of  a  nobi  s  nation  which  has  at  last 
deserved  the  right  to  possess  honest  leaders,  both 
political  and  spiritual." 

Referring  to  the  absurd  plea  that  the  irregular 
voting-papers  had  been  imported  by  the  Bishop's 
enemies,  M.  Basil  Maklakoff  (Cadet)  remarked  that, 
if  the  Bishop's  opponents  had  managed  by  some 
miracle  to  tamper  with  the  electoral  proceedings,  it 
would  have  been  more  natural  for  them  to  mark 
such  voting-papers  in  favour  not  of  the  Bishop  but 
of  his  rival. 

"  If  there  were  Justice." 

"  It  is  not,"  he  proceeded.  "  a  case  of  irregularity 
but  of  crime,  and  of  a  crime  particularised  in  the 
Penal  Code  and  punishable  by  confinement  in  prison 
settlements.  If  there  were  justice  among  us,  and  if 
the  Public  Prosecutions  Department  had  not  been 
exclusively  concerned  with  politics,  we  should  have 
had  a  judicial  inquiry  into  the  criminal  acts  that 
have  been  discovered,  and  then  we  should  learn  the 
identity  of  the  criminals — whether  they  are  enemies 
of  Bishop  Anatolius  or  his  clumsy  partisans. 

"Those  of  you  who  defend  a  partisan  of  your  own 
do  not  compromise  your  conscience.  But  that  con- 
science which  stands  above  the  demands  of  party 
and  the  orders  of  party  discipline,  and  which  cannot 
reconcile  itself  to  an  unworthy  deed,  can  only  be 
possessed  by  the  individual.  And  that  is  why  Russia, 
which  has  been  waiting  all  this  time  for  your  pro- 
nouncement, is  now  waiting  to  see  what  Bishop 
Anatolius  is  going  to  do  himself."  (cheers.) 

By  191  votes  to  133  the  election  of  the  second 
curia  of  Odessa  was  declared  irregular.  At  a  second 
ballot  there  was  a  majority  of  48  (193  to  145)  in 
favour  of  cancelling  of  Bishop  Anatolius'  election. 

As  such  a  decision  requires  a  two-thirds  majority 
(in  the  present  case  226  votes),  M.  Rodzianko  declared 
the  motion  lost. 

The  Duma  resolved,  however,  on  the  motion  of 
the  Cadets,  by  a  majority  composed  of  the  Opposi- 
tion and  the  Centre,  to  Cill  the  attention  of  the 
President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  to  the  irregu- 
larities accompanying  the  election  in  the  second 
curia  at  Odessa. 


A   SIBERIAN  WATER  FAMINE. 


Serious    Conseq«ences    of  Prohibiting 
Chinese  Labour. 


In  his  zeal  for  the  suppression  of  yellow  labour  the 
Governor-General  of  the  Maritime  Province,  Siberia, 
has  not  shrunk  from  causing  a  serious  water  famine 
by  forbidding  Chinese  carriers  to  deliver  water  to 
their  customers.  As  no  Russian  substitutes  can  be 
found,  the  population  is  in  despair.  The  inhabitants 
of  Khabarovsk  have  started  to  melt  snow,  and  even 
to  steal  water  from  their  more  lucky  neighbours  who, 
possessing  horses,  can  procure  water  from  a  distance. 

The  Town  Council  of  Khabarovsk  recently  held  a 
special  meeting  on  the  subject,  at  which  the  Mayor 
declared  that  the  police  had  acted  hastily.  The 
Town  Councillors,  who  protested  more  energetically, 
authorised  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Governor,  as 
well  as  the  Governor-General,  for  the  revocation  of 
the  senseless  order. 


RUSSIAN  PASSPORTS. 


Duma  Committee  in  Favour  of  Reform. 


During  the  discussion  by  the  Duma  Legislative 
Proposals  Committee  on  the  proposed  facilities  for 
crossing  the  frontier,  M.  Itchas  brought  in  an  amend- 
ment in  favour  of  the  total  abolition  of  obligatory 
passports  for  Russians  wishing  to  leave  the  country. 

He  was  opposed  by  the  Director  of  the  Police 
Department,  M.  Kafafoff,  and  by  the  Assistant 
Minister  of  Finance,  M.  Weber.  The  latter  declared 
that  there  was  no  means  of  making  up  for  the  loss  of 
the  four  and  a-half  million  roubles  which  the  revenue 
derived  annually  from  the  dues  imposed  upon  the 
holders  of  such  passports. 

M.  Antonoff  (Octobrist)  insisted,  however,  upon 
taking  the  vote  upon  the  principle  of  the  motion, 
which  was  carried  unanimously. 


At  Astrakan  a  few  days  ago  an  intoxicated  police- 
man killed  a  local  merchant  named  Bareyeff  with  a 
revolver  shot. 

The  Warsaw  police  have  arrested  over  forty  work- 
men on  a  charge  of  meeting  together  without  the 
permission  of  the  authorities. 

A  private  of  the  Vyatka  regiment  named  Antonoff 
has  been  sentenced  at  Wilna  to  six  years'  penal  servi- 
tude on  a  charge  of  I'cse-majeste. 

The  delivery  of  Deputy  Kcrensky's  advertised 
lecture  on  the  work  of  the  fourth  Duma  has  been 
prohibited  by  the  authorities  at  Minsk. 


MURDER   OF    A    JEWISH  BOY 


Black    Hundred     Organ     Continues  its 
"  Ritual  "  Charges. 

Although  the  authorities  have  found  themselves 
compelled  to  liberate  (on  bai)_/  the  arrested  Jew 
Ephraim  Pashkoff,  whose  son  was  lately  murdered 
at  Fastov,  the  Russkoe  Znamya  continues  its  blood- 
thirsty "  ritual  "  campaign  with  undiminished  vigour. 
Peferring  to  the  murder,  the  Black  Hundred  organ 
states  : — 

"  The  Jewish  community  had  decided  to  cele- 
brate the  victory  of  its  god  Satan  in  the  case  of 
Andrei  Yuschinsky  with  festive  solemnity  and  with 
the  sacrifice  of  another  Christian  boy.  They  kid- 
napped a  boy  of  twelve  from  an  official  at  Jitomir 
and  carried  him  to  Fastov,  where  a  synagogue  was 
being  built.  The  altar  had  to  be  erected,  and  for 
this  purpose  it  had  to  be  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of 
a  Christian  boy.  Accordingly,  after  prolonged 
torture,  the  official's  son  wai  offered  as  a  sacrifice  on 
December  nth.  The  sacrifice  was  this  time  dis- 
tinguished by  great  refinement  in  the  observance  of 
the  ritual.  As  in  the  Saratov  case,  the  boy  was 
first  circumcised  according  to  the  Jewish  rite,  after 
which  his  blood  was  drawn  off. 

"  In  order  to  deceive  the  authorities,  the  Jewish 
community  conceived  the  fraudulent  plan  of  passing 
off  the  son  of  the  Russian  official  as  that  of  a  Jew, 
Pasker,  whose  son  they  had  previously  conveyed  to 
a  place  of  hiding  among  his  relatives.  This  was 
followed  by  a  deception  of  the  most  impudent  cha- 
racter. They  surreptitiously  placed  Joseph's  exercise- 
books  in  the  pockets  of  a  vagrant,  whom  they  made 
dead  drunk  and  stained  with  blood,  and  whom  they 
then  denounced  as  the  boy  s  murderer." 

The  Russkoe  Znamya  thus  sticks  to  the  preposterous 
and  malicious  version  of  the  crime  which  has  already 
been  abandoned  by  the  Government  and  by  the  rest 
of  the  anti-Semitic  Press,  headed  by  the  Novoe 
Vnniya. 

The  Witnesses  Against  Beilis. 

The  Public  Prosecutor  of  Moscow  does  not  seem 
to  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  the  character  of  the 
witnesses  against  Beilis.  After  the  trial  a  prose- 
cution was  instituted  again-t  the  Russkoe  SI010  for 
having  published  an  opinion  on  the  case  given  by 
the  famous  author  M.  Amfiteatroff ,  who  lives  in  exile  in 
Italy.    The  incriminated  passage  ran  as  follows  : — 

"  I  am  delighted  with  the  common  sense  and  iron 
perseverance  shown  by  the  jurymen,  who,  after 
thirty-four  days  of  absurdities  and  pressure  on  the 
part  of  the  rogues  and  maniacs  of  the  Reaction,  have 
still  proved  themselves  able  to  resist  the  maddening 
effect  of  the  hypnotic  blood  suggestion. 

The  Press  Committee  claimed  that  these  words 
amounted  to  the  "  circulation  of  false  information 
regarding  the  actions  of  Government  institutions, 
calculated  to  provoke  against  them  the  hostility  of 
the  population." 

On  being  summoned  to  tender  explanations  on  the 
subject,  M.  Blagoff,  the  responsible  editor,  stated  that 
the  expression  "rogues  had  reference  to  the  doubtful 
characters  borne  by  many  of  the  witnesses.  The 
Public  Prosecutor  was  satisfied  with  the  explanation 
tendered,  and  stopped  the  proceedings. 

One  may  wonder  whether  the  Novoe  Vremya  and 
its  worthy  contemporaries  the  Ri,sskoe  Znamya  and 
the  Zemschina  will  accept  as  readily  as  the  Moscow 
Public  Prosecutor  such  a  description  of  their  heroine, 
Vera  Tcheberyak. 

On  February  22nd  Gontcharka,  a  suburb  of  Kiev, 
was  the  scene  of  a  "  ritual  murder  "  scare. 

A  number  of  children  were  playing  the  game  of 
"  war,"  and  in  the  course  of  it  a  boy  was  accidentally 
killed  by  a  knife  thrust.  A  rumour  was  immediately 
circulated  that  a  Christian  boy  had  been  found  with 
his  body  stabbed  all  over.  An  enormous  crowd 
gathered,  shouting  that  another  "  ritual  "  murder  had 
been  committed. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  police,  however,  the  true 
facts  of  the  fatal  accident  became  known,  and  the 
crowd  dispersed. 


The  colonists  of  the  Turgay  and  Ural  districts  are 
suffering  acutely  for  want  of  food,  most  of  them  being 
reduced  to  a  state  of  absolute  starvation. 

The  Governor  of  Poltava  has  ordered  the  suspen', 
sion  of  the  expulsion  orders  issued  against  Jews  in  the 
villages  and  townlets  of  the  Krementchug  district. 

The  editor  of  the  Den,  of  St.  Petersburg,  has  been 
sentenced  to  two  months'  imprisonment  for  the 
offence  of  having  published  the  opinion  of  M. 
Timiriazeff,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  State,  on 
the  Beilis  case. 

The  gendarmerie  authorities  at  Ekaterinodar,  in  the 
Caucasus,  are  making  diligent  search  for  the  authors 
and  the  signatories  of  a  letter  sent  by  local  working- 
men  to  Maxim  Gorky,  congratulating  the  author  on 
his  return  from  exile. 
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THE   TSAR'S  EXHORTATION. 


Once  more  the  Tsar  has  addressed  himself  to 
the  task  of  facilitating  the  smooth  working  of 
the  State  mechanism.  The  Imperial  Rescript 
issued  to  the  new  Premier  last  Thursday  is  a 
document  which  may  possibly  have  important 
consequences — but  more  probably  will  not.  The 
Russian  Monarch  is  evidently  deeply  imbued 
with  the  conviction  that  there  is  something 
radically  wrong  with  the  present  system  of 
government,  and  he  has  therefore  set  himself 
to  prescribe  a  remedy.  Two  things,  in  his  view, 
are  necessary  for  the  "consolidation  of  the  State 
and  of  social  order,"  which,  he  declares,  must  be 
the  first  care  of  the  Administration.  In  the  first 
place  there  must  be  real  union  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Government  itself ;  and  secondly  there  must 
be  an  understanding  between  the  Government 
and  the  Legislature.  To  the  former  he  addresses 
the  exhortation  that  "  only  order  and  respect  for 
law  can  create  conditions  under  which  legislative 
work  will  prove  fruitful."  We  do  not  know  if 
this  may  be  interpreted  as  a  pointed  reference  to 
the  flagrant  disregard  for  legality  which  has  long 
been  a  marked  characteristic  of  Russian  Ministers 
and  their  subordinates,  and  which  was  particu- 
larly in  evidence  during  the  last  General  Elec- 
tion ;  it  is  certainly  in  this  direction  that  the 
pronouncement  has  its  most  obvious  application. 

"  The  Government  as  well  as  the  legislative 
institutions,"  continues  the  Tsar,  "  must  make 
Russia's  welfare  their  sole  aim  "  ;  and  there  is  a 
further  significant  admonition  to  the  Premier  to 
bear  in  mind  that  "  secondary  motives "  and 
"  personal  considerations  "  must  not  be  allowed 
to  influence  Ministerial  policy,  and  that  "  the 
welfare  of  the  people  must  not  be  sacrificed  to 
unsupported  efforts  which  are  completely  foreign 
to  popular  traditions  and  to  the  historic  founda- 
tions upon  which  Russia  has  grown  up  and  become 
strong."  Here,  at  any  rate,  the  Tsar  has  clearly 
taken  the  length  of  his  present  Administration, 
and  has  laid  his  finger  upon  one  of  the  most 
patent  abuses  of  Russian  public  life.  Towards 
the  close  of  the  Rescript  the  hope  is  expressed 
that  the  necessary  understanding  will  be  effected 
between  the  Government  and  the  legislative 
institutions,  and  in  this  connection  it  is  somewhat 
cryptically  added  that  the  "  privileges  "  of  the 
latter  are  "  precisely  defined  by  law."  Tin's  is  a 
reference  whose  exact  significance  will  doubtless 
be  the  subject  of  much  dispute  between  the 
Reactionaries  and  the  parties  of  the  Left.  For 
ourselves,  we  can  only  take  it  as  a  hint  to  Minis- 
ters not  to  attempt  any  encroachment  upon  the 
rights  of  the  Duma,  which  the  Right  is  so  anxious 
to  see  deprived  of  its  legislative  functions  and 
reduced  to  the  position  of  a  merely  consultative 
body. 

Of  the  sincerity  underlying  these  well-spoken 
phrases  we  make  no  question  whatever,  although 
we  venture  to  think  that  they  hardly  go  to  the  root 
of  the  evil  which  the  Tsar  is  manifestly  anxious 
to  cure.  But  we  do  question  the  sincerity  of  the 
Government  to  which  they  are  addressed,  and 
for  this  reason  we  do  not  anticipate  that  they 
will  have  any  appreciable  effect.  The  Ministers 
who  are  at  present  in  power  are  not  the  men 
who  will  strive  for  co-operation  with  the  Duma 
on  the  only  basis  which  will  make  such  co-opera- 
tion possible.    Even  if  we  overlook  their  past 


records,  which  are  unprc.mising  enough,  we  find 
in  their  recent  actions  clear  proof  of  their  dis- 
inclination to  mend  their  ways.  We  referred 
last  week  to  the  Premier's  refusal  to  support 
against  the  hostility  of  the  Council  of  State  a 
Bill,  introduced  by  the. Minister  of  Commerce, 
which  sought  to  improve  the  position  of  trade 
employees  ;  and  we  further  drew  attention  to 
the  attack  made  by  the  Minister  of  Justice  upon 
the  Senate  Reform  Bill  which,  in  spite  of  his 
opposition,  is  being  pasfed  through  the  Duma. 
These  two  facts  alone  are  sufficiently  eloquent 
alike  of  the  absence  of  Cabinet  union  and  of  the 
hopelessness  of  co-operation  between  the  present 
Government  and  the  Legislature. 

There  are  many  other  obstacles  to  an  under- 
standing such  as  the  Tsar  desires  ;  in  the  opinion 
of  many  Moderate  deputies  whose  views  we  quote 
elsewhere,  the  most  powerful  of  them  is  the 
presence  of  M.  Maklakoff  in  the  Cabinet.  But 
undoubtedly  the  greatest  stumbling-block  of  all, 
in  the  last  resort,  is  the  Council  of  State.  On 
previous  occasions  we  have  urged  the  necessity 
of  a  drastic  reform  of  the  Upper  House.  If  the 
Tsar's  wishes  are  to  possess  any  chance  of  ful- 
filment, such  a  measure  is  the  first  requisite.  If 
the  Duma  stood  alone,  it  could  easily  bring 
matters  to  a  head,  and  compel  the  Executive 
either  to  throw  off  the  pretence  of  representative 
government  altogether,  or  to  adopt  a  more  con- 
ciliatory attitude.  Bin  r..„.i  .ill  lis  efforts  in 
the  direction  of  reform  ars  either  killed  outright 
or  mutilated  beyond  recognition  by  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  the  issue  becomes 
confused,  the  Governmert  is  able  to  cast  some 
of  the  responsibility  off  its  own  shoulders,  and 
the  deadlock  is  made  permanent.  If,  as  we  are 
willing  to  believe,  the  Tsar  is  really  bent  on 
solving  the  difficulty,  he  should  begin  with  a 
thorough  cleansing  of  the  Council  of  State,  half 
of  whose  members  hold  their  seats  by  his  nomina- 
tion. Then  he  might  be  able  to  induce  his 
Ministers  to  fall  into  line. 


UKRAINIAN  DEMONSTRATIONS. 


The  Committee  of  the  Kiev  section  of  the  All- 
Russian  National  Students'  Union  has  passed  aresolu- 
tion  censuring  those  Russian  students  who  desecrated 
the  portrait  of  Shevtchenko  during  the  Kiev  demon- 
strations, and  indulged  in  acts  of  hooliganism  at  the 
expense  of  the  Jewish  population. 

The  Rusfkoc  Znamya  goe?  one  better  than  the  Novoe 
Vremya  and  the  Zemschina,  which  had  falsely  attri- 
buted the  organisation  of  the  Ukrainian  demonstra- 
tions to  the  Jews.  That  organ  of  the  Union  of  the 
Russian  People  asserts  that  the  Jews  organised  the 
demonstrations  for  the  sole  purpose  of  provoking  a 
pogrom  against  themselves  ! 

The  Xoivc  Vremya  has  had  to  publish  an  official 
denial,  signed  by  the  Governor  of  Kiev,  of  its  own 
statements  to  the  effect  that  the  demonstrators  carried 
red  flags  bearing  seditious  inscriptions  and  shouted 
"  Austria  for  ever  ! '' 


CHARGE   AGAINST  A  CADET 
DEPUTY. 


M.  Basil  Maklakoff,  the  well-known  Cadet  deputy, 
has  had  to  sign  an  undertaking  not  to  absent  himself 
from  St.  Petersburg  pending  the  prosecution  insti- 
tuted against  him  under  Article  1034  of  the  Penal 
Code,  which  deals  with  the  circulation  of  "  false 
information  about  officials,  calculated  to  provoke 
hostility  on  the  part  of  the  population  towards  the 
Government." 

The  charge  is  based  on  two  articles  on  the  Beilis 
case  published  over  his  name  in  the  Russkaya  Mysl 
and  the  Russkia  Vycdomosii. 


CABINET    AND  LEGISLATURE. 


The   Difficulties  in  the  Way  of 
Co-operation. 


Deputy  Basil  Maklakoff  recently  advocated  the 
formation  in  the  Duma  of  a  Progressive  bloc,  con- 
sisting of  the  Cadets,  the  Progressists,  and  the  Left 
and  Centre  wings  of  the  Octobrist  party. 

M.  Dymsza,  the  Polish  deputy,  on  being  inter- 
viewed by  a  representative  of  the  Birjevya  VyeJomosti 
{"  Bourse  Gazette  "),  expressed  himself  as  somewhat 
sceptical  with  regard  to  the  prospects  of  such  an 
alliance  after  the  way  in  which  the  Centre 
Octobrists  had  treated  the  Senate  Reform  Bill, 
which  in  its  present  form  he  described  as 
"  neither  a  reform  nor  a  reorganisation  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Senate,  but  merely  a  partial  improve- 
ment in  the  internal  arrangements  of  the  highest 
administrative  tribunal  of  the  Empire."  In  such 
circumstances  he  saw  no  chance  of  fruitful  work 
being  accomplished  in  conjunction  with  the  Centre 
Octobrists,  to  whom  M.  Maklakoff  had  appealed. 
If  in  such  an  elementary  matter  as  the  genuine 
reform  of  the  Senate  no  common  understanding 
could  be  arrived  at  between  the  alleged  progressive 
elements  of  the  Duma  which  founded  their  policy  on 
the  October  Manifesto,  how  much  greater  was  likely 
to  be  the  discordance  when  the  turn  arrived  of  such 
questions  as  the  security  of  personal  liberty,  the 
abolition  of  the  Exceptional  Regulations,  and  so 
forth. 

When  one  further  considered  the  imperturbably 
negative  attitude  displayed  by  the  Upper  Chamber 
ever,  towards  the  most  timid  attempt  at  legislati  ve 
creativeness  on  the  part  of  the  Duma,  as  well  as  the 
vague  and  changeable  disposition  of  the  Govern- 
ment itself  towards  legislative  proposals  and  towards 
the  State  Duma  as  a  whole,  it  was,  said  M.  Dymsza, 
hardly  possible  to  talk  of  co-operation  between  the 
legislative  Chambers  and  the  Administration. 

The  Greatest  Obstacle  to  Co-operation. 

In  spite  of  official  denials  of  the  current  rumours, 
in  Duma  circles  the  removal  of  M.  Nicholas  Makla- 
koff from  his  post  as  Minister  of  the  Interior  is 
confidently  expected.  It  is  said  that  in  the  course  of 
M.  Goremykin's  interviews  with  several  leaders  of 
the  Centre  group  and  of  the  Zemstvo  Octobrists, 
these  deputies  were  almost  unanimous  in  pointing 
out  that  the  greatest  obstacle  in  the  way  of  establish- 
ing better  relations  between  the  Government  and 
the  Duma  was  to  be  found  in  the  policy  pursued  by 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

One  deputy  informed  the  representatives  of  the 
Government  that  the  retirement  of  M.  Nicholas 
Maklakoff  would  afford  great  satisfaction  to  the 
public,  which  had  displayed  such  solidarity  during 
the  recent  days  of  international  tension. 

It  is  expected  that  when  the  post  is  vacated  it  will 
be  offered  in  the  first  place  to  Court  Chamberlain 
A.  V.  Knvoshein,  and,  in  the  event  of  his  refusal,  to 
General  Djunkovsky,  one  of  the  present  Assistant- 
Ministers  of  the  Interior.  Other  likely  candidates 
whose  names  are  mentioned  are  M.  Plehve,  who  was 
recently  appointed  an  Assistant-Minister  of  the 
Interior,  and  Prince  V.  M.  Volkonsky,  formerly  Vice- 
president  of  the  Duma. 

Interviewed  on  the  subject  of  the  recent  confer- 
ence between  the  Government  and  representatives  of 
various  parties  in  the  Duma,  the  Duma  Secretary, 
M.  Dmitrukoff,  said  : — 

"  It  would  be  well  if  the  Government  were  really 
to  meet  the  Duma  halfway,  and  consult  us  not  only 
when  it  is  in  need  of  credits,  but  also  when  we 
require  the  Government's  co-operation  for  the 
passage  of  certain  Bills." 

The  leader  of  the  Centre  group,  M.  Krupensky, 
welcomed  the  Government's  recognition  of  the 
necessity  of  coming  into  contact  with  the  popular 
representatives.  At  the  same  time  he  expressed 
regret  that  the  third  factor,  the  Council  of  State, 
instead  of  working  in  the  direction  of  co-operation, 
was  on  the  contrary  rejecting  Bills  wholesale  with- 
out even  examining  their  contents,  just  as  if  the 
work  of  the  Lower  Chamber  did  not  deserve  to  be 
discussed. 
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RUSSIAN    FOREIGN  POLICY. 

The  "Near  East"  and  "Far  East" 
Schools  of  Thought. 


III.*-THE    BALKAN  MARKETS. 


The  dream  cherished  by  the  "  romantics  "  of  a  Rus- 
sian hegemony  on  the  Bosphorus  and  in  the  Balkan 
Peninsula  lacks  any  solid  practical  basis.  Certainly 
the  question  of  a  free  passage  for  Russia's  trading 
vessels  through  the  Bosphorus  is  vital  for  the  Black 
Sea  district ;  but  it  must  be  clear  to  every  thinking 
man  that  even  the  capture  of  Constantinople  would 
not  solve  that  problem,  since  the  Dardanelles  would 
still  remain  in  foreign  hands.  A  war  for  the  posses- 
sion of  Constantinople,  moreover,  would  impose  a 
ruinous  burden  on  the  South,  stopping  its  grain  trade, 
producing  an  unparalleled  crisis,  and  completely 
destroying  the  prosperity  of  the  Southern  provinces. 
The  markets  lost  during  the  war  would  pass  for  ever 
into  the  hands  of  Russia's  old  and  new  competitors  in 
the  grain  trade — the  Western  Statesof  America(which, 
through  the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal,  will  be 
able  to  inundate  Europe  with  cheap  cereals),  Canada, 
and  other  countries. 

No   Russo-Balkan  Banks. 

Behind  all  the  Bryantchaninoffs,  Bashmakoffs, 
Verguns,  Skugarevskys,  Savenkos,  and  others  of  the 
same  noisy  school  there  are  no  large  banks  essen- 
tially connected  with  the  Balkans  by  financial  inte- 
rests ;  still  less  are  there  any  industrial  branches  or 
individual  enterprises  substantially  interested  in 
Bulgaria,  Servia,  or  Montenegro  as  a  market  for  their 
output.  The  rule  of  the  Russian  banks  in  the  finan- 
cial and  industrial  life  of  the  Balkan  Peninsula 
amount;-  to  nothing.  Even  in  Bulgaria,  which  is 
geographically  and  morally  nearest  to  Russia,  the 
Russian  banks  have  no  influence  whatever.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  a  whole  network  of  Austro- 
Hungarian  and  German  banks,  and  even  some 
French  banks  of  the  type  of  the  Banque  de  Paris  et 
des  Pays-Bas  and  the  Societe  Generate,  which  are 
known  to  be  connected  by  invisible  threads  with  the 
Deutsche  Bank. 

It  is  true  that  attempts  have  been  made  to  open  a 
purely  Russian  bank  in  Bulgaria.  Some  fifteen  years 
ago  the  South  Russian  Bank  of  Kiev  opened  a  branch 
at  Sofia  ;  but  it  only  lasted  four  years,  and  was  closed 
at  the  very  moment  when  Bulgarian  trade  and 
industry  began  to  apply  to  a  greater  extent  for 
foreign  capital.  Another  attempt  was  made  during 
the  crisis  of  the  Balkan  War,  when  a  Russo-Franco- 
Bulgarian  bank  was  established  at  Sofia  under  the 
name  of  the  Banque  Commerciale  et  Fonciere  des 
Balkans,  with  an  initial  capital  of  ten  million  francs  ; 
but  half  that  capital  was  supplied  by  the  Credit 
Francais,  at  the  head  of  which  stands  M.  Doumer,  a 
fourth  by  Bulgarian  capitalists,  headed  by  the  Bul- 
garian National  Bank,  while  the  remaining  fourth 
was  to  be  provided,  according  to  the  Bulgarian 
Press,  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  St.  Petersburg 
Discount  Bank,  the  Russian  International  Bank,  the 
Volga-Kama  Bank,  and  the  Russian  Foreign  Trade 
Bank.  The  insignificant  sum  of  £100,000  was  the 
tremendous  instrument  intended  to  counterbalance 
the  German  and  Austrian  millions  in  Bulgaria  ;  that 
was  to  be  the  means  of  preventing  the  Austro- 
German  financial  and  industrial  "  oppression "  of 
Bulgaria. 

Apathetic   Russian  Financiers. 

Since  during  the  two  years  preceding  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Russo-Franco-Bulgarian  Bank 
Russia's  call-loan  banks  alone  had  increased  their 
capital  and  deposits  by  1,044  million  roubles,  it  is 
clear  that,  although  the  Russian  banks  possess 
enormous  funds,  Russian  financiers  are  so  far  very 
little  interested  in  Bulgaria  and  the  whole  Balkan 
Peninsula.  It  may  be  added  that  the  Bulgarian  Press 
and  several  French  financial  organs  were  somewhat 
pessimistic  as  to  the  results  of  the  new  bank's  activity. 
It  is  true  that  the  Russo-Asiatic  Bank  had  been  nego- 
tiating for  the  purchase  of  the  Banque  de  Salonique 
of  Constantinople  with  its  fifteen  provincial  branches, 
and  that  for  this  purpose  M.  Soloveytchik,  director  of 
the  Ru-sian  bank,  made  a  special  journey  to  Con- 
stantinople. But  it  was  evident  in  the  first  place 
that  the  whole  affair  bore  mainly  a  political  and  not 
an  economic  character,  and  secondly  that,  if  such  a 
purchase  were  really  to  be  effected,  the  Banque  de 
Saloniqoe,  as  the  Kovoe  Vrcmya  did  not  fail  to  hint, 
would  only  be  nominally  Russian,  while  as  a  matter 
of  fact  it  would  belong  to  foreign  capitalists. 

The  indifference  of  Russian  financiers  to  the 
Balkan  Peninsula  is  simply  explained.  One  may 
organise  any  number  of  conferences  at  Odcs-a  and 
Mo-cow  lo  discuss  the  development  of  Russian 
export*  10  the  Balkans  ;  one  may  send  any  number 
of   floating  exhibitions  10  the  ports  of  European 


*  I'rcvi'nii  articles  in  this  aeries  appeared  on  March  nth  and  18th. 


Turkey,  Bulgaria,  Greece]  and  Montenegro;  but  in 
the  present  condition  of  Russian  industry  there  is 
nothing  to  be  done  for  Russian  manufacturers  in  the 
kindred  countries.  When  in  May,  1910,  on  the 
initiative  of  M.  Timasheff,  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Industry,  a  Conference  was  held  at  Moscow  to 
discuss  trade  relations  with  the  Near  East,  those 
present  were  able  to  see  clearly  that  Russian  manu- 
facturers were  interested  least  of  all  in  the  question 
of  Balkan  trade.  It  is  true  that  the  Minister,  in 
opening  the  Conference,  warned  its  members  against 
plunging  into  general  questions,  and  exhorted  them 
to  confine  themselves  to  the  special  subject  of  the 
Near  East  as  a  market  for  goods.  Accordingly  the 
Conference  abstained  from  all  theoretical  disquisi- 
tions on  general  topics,  confining  itself  to  the  con- 
sideration of  such  practical  matters  as  the  draw- 
back on  cotton  and  woollen  fabrics,  the  cheapening 
of  fares  between  Russian  and  Balkan  ports,  the 
activity  of  Chambers  of  Commerce,  commercial 
agencies,  and  so  forth.  Nevertheless  it  was  evident 
that  nobody  desired  this  unseasonable  and  useless 
Conference,  and  least  of  all  the  industrialists  who 
took  part  in  it. 

The   Asiatic  Markets. 

The  President  of  the  Conference,  M.  Krestovnikoff, 
called  upon  to  discuss  the  question  how  to  conquer 
the  markets  of  the  Near  East  for  Russian  goods, 
as  if  polcmising  with  the  Minister  unequivocally 
laid  stress  on  the  fact  that  Russia's  chief  attention 
should  be  turned  to  the  markets  ol  Asiatic  countries,  to 
which  her  exports  could  and  should  be  chiefly 
directed,  and  not  to  the  Near  East,  where  she  could 
not  overcome  foreign  competition.  In  their  con- 
versations with  the  representatives  of  the  Press  the 
members  of  the  Conference  characterised  its  pro- 
ceedings as  a  "  game  with  toys "  which  had  been 
forced  upon  them. 

Russia's  industrial  interests  in  the  Balkans  are  very 
insignificant  indeed.  To  say  nothing  of  Servia  and 
Montenegro,  which  are  too  much  cut  off  from  Russia 
and  economically  are  entirely  dependent  on  Austria- 
Hungary  and  other  Western  States,  even  in  Bulgaria, 
in  spite  of  such  a  convenient  trade-route  as  the  Black 
Sea,  Russian  industry  has  no  stake  of  any  importance. 
Although  during  the  last  decade  foreign  trade  and 
industries  have  developed  in  Bulgaria  at  an  ever- 
increasing  rate,  Russia's  share  therein,  so  far  from 
augmenting,  has  diminished.  During  a  period  of 
five  years  Austria's  average  annual  exports  to  Bulgaria 
amounted  to  36,8c  14,000  roubles,  while  the  average 
Russian  exports  only  amounted  to  5,544,000  roubles, 
or  six  and  a  half  times  tess  ; see  Vyesluik  Finansov, 
1912,  No.  44).  During  the  same  period  Bulgaria's 
exports  to  Austria  averaged  8,436,000  roubles  per 
annum,  and  those  to  Russia  268,000  roubles. 

Champagn^  and  Talk. 

It  is  a  characteristic  fact  that  during  the  first 
period  of  the  Balkan  War)  which  was  the  honeymoon 
of  Russo-Balkan  friendship,  when  champagne 
flowed  freely  to  the  accompaniment  of  effusive 
speeches  delivered  by  tajkative  bards  at  Slav  ban- 
quets, trade  relations  between  Russia  and  the  Balkan 
countries  could  not  be  satisfactorily  arranged.  Even 
for  the  equipment  of  their  victorious  armies  the  allies 
resorted  not  to  friendly  Russia,  but  to  hated  Austria. 
In  the  Novoe  Vremya  for  June  28th,  1913,  we  read  : — 

"  When  the  highly  patriotic  purpose  of  fostering 
industrial  intercourse  with  Bulgaria  required  the 
co-operation  of  other  banks,  the  latter  remained  deaf 
to  all  appeals  to  assist!  Russian  industry  in  the 
Balkans.  When  the  eminent  Bulgarian  army  con- 
tractor, G.  A.  Georgieff,  requested  the  St.  Petersburg 
banks  to  finance  his  contracts  by  opening  a  credit 
for  him  against  the  receipts  of  the  Bulgarian  Com- 
missariat, our  financial  circles  declined  to  support 
negotiations  which  wouli  have  been  advantageous 
to  Russia,  under  the  pretext  of  their  anxiety  to 
observe  neutrality  in  the  war.' 

Such  was  the  nett  reiult  of  all  the  talk  of  Slav 
unity  and  the  necessity!  of  creating  for  Russia  a 
market  in  the  Balkans.  The  famous  Floating  Exhi- 
bition sent  out  in  1909 [to  the  chief  ports  of  the 
Balkan  Peninsula  evoked  everywhere  among  the 
local  traders  enthusiastic?  praise  for  the  samples  of 
Russian  goods,  with  the  result  that  many  exhibiting 
firms  received  large  ordars.  Could  anything  better 
have  been  desired  ?  Yet  many  of  those  firms  did 
not  even  acknowledge  the  orders,  while  others  sent 
goods  which  bore  no  resemblance  whatever  to  the 
samples. 

Firms   who    Refuse   Balkan  Trade. 

Another  Argonautic  expedition  for  the  peaceful 
conquest  of  the  Balkan  market  was  started  in  1912. 
It  was  organised  on  a  large  Scale,  and  expended  large 
sums  of  money  obtained,  not  from  the  manufacturers, 
but  from  the  Treasury.  The  expedition  visited  all 
the  important  commercial  and  industrial  centres  ;  its 
members  listened  to  and  delivered  earnest  speeches 
on  the  necessity  of  a  cultural,  political,  and  industrial 
union  of  the  Slav  peoples;  but  they  did  not  succeed 
in  finding  many  customers — or  even,  for  the  matter 
of  that,  manufacturers  willing  to  execute  the  orders 
received.    The  Prodamet  Syndicate,  which  rules  the 


Russian  iron  industry,  informed  the  Servian  buyers 
that,  as  the  manufacturers  forming  the  Syndicate  had 
declined  to  supply  good-,  it  found  itself  unable  to 
execute  the  orders  taken  up. 

The  same  thing  occurred  with  regard  to  Donetz 
coal,  in  spite  of  the  constant  cry  of  the  mine-owners 
that  they  had  no  market  for  their  output,  which  they 
were  ready  to  sell  at  a  loss  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
&  □remunerative  stocks.  But  as  soon  as  the  Bulgarian 
Minister  of  Communications  placed  an  order  w  ith  the 
Produgol  Company  for  the  small  quantity  of  thirty 
thousand  tons  of  Donetz  coal  for  the  Bulgarian  rail- 
ways, that  firm  no  longer  complained  of  bad  business 
and  the  absence  of  a  market,  but  declared  it-elf 
"insufficiently  prepared"  for  the  development  of 
events,  and  "  unable  to  strengthen  its  existing  posi- 
tion." 

The   Austrian  Contrast. 

It  is  clear  that  all  these  floating  exhibitions,  expen- 
sive tours,  and  Argonautic  expeditions  only  repre- 
sented the  fruits  of  a  bureaucratic  imagination  that 
bore  no  relation  either  to  the  needs  or  to  the  aims  of 
Russian  industry,  and  that  they  were  of  an  entirely 
artificial  character.  The  same  cannot  be  said  of 
Austrian  interests  in  the  Balkans,  where,  without 
being  pushed  by  their  Government,  the  Austrian 
manufacturers  energetically  maintain  their  old  status, 
and  are  continually  conquering  new  positions,  with 
the  result  that  in  1912  Austria's  trade  with  the  Balkan 
States  reached  the  substantial  figure  of  201,895,000 
roubles.  While  Austria's  share  in  the  trade  with  Bul- 
garia amounted  in  that  year  to  14,609,000  roubles. 
Russia's  share  was  only  2,641,400  roubles.  For  the 
Servian  trade  the  corresponding  figures  were 
19,397,230  roubles  and  577,025  roubles. 

M.  P. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE    STRUGGLE    IN  FINLAND. 


Organised  Campaign  Against  Independent 
Finnish  Officials. 


[From  Our  Owx  Correspondent.] 

Helsixgkors,  March  18th. 

The  Finnish  law  that  judges  and  certain  other 
officials  are  irremovable  has  always  been  a  sore  point 
with  Governor-General  Seyn.  His  antipathy  is  shared 
by  the  Russian  Minister  of  Justice,  who  declares  that/ 
such  a  privilege  is  not  in  harmony  with  the  existing 
State  system,  and  that  it  must  therefore  be  abolished 
by  administrative  process.  The  Russian  authorities 
evidently  consider  that  the  fundamental  laws  and 
established  privileges  of  the  Finns  may  be  swept 
away  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen.  They  could  not  do 
anything  which  would  more  strikingly  demonstrate 
to  the  civilised  world  how  completely  foreign  to  their 
minds  are  all  ideas  of  legality. 

Even  before  a  Russian  law  regarding  the  remov- 
ability of  Finnish  officials  has  been  issued,  the 
Governor-General  is  making  use  of  the  right  of 
disciplinary  punishment  to  a  greater  extent  than  has 
ever  been  done  before.  According  to  existing  laws 
officials  can  be  punished  for  "  mistakes  in  duty  "  up 
to  six  months'  suspension,  with  the  loss  of  a  part  or 
the  whole  of  their  salary.  M.  Seyn  finds  these 
regulations  too  mild,  and  considers  that  disciplinary 
punishment  is  not  applied  often  enough  or  severely 
enough.  In  a  communication  issued  to  the  provin- 
cial governors  and  departmental  chiefs  he  exhorts 
them  to  make  more  energetic  use  of  their  rights  in 
this  respect. 

This  action  clearly  shows  that  there  is  here  no 
question  of  punishment  for  "  mistakes  in  duty "  in 
the  ordinary  meaning  of  that  term,  but  that  the  inten- 
tion is  to  get  at  officials  for  their  political  opinions. 
In  Finland  officials  have  always  been  regarded  a; 
free  to  express  their  political  opinions.  M.  Seyn. 
however,  looks  at  the  matter  through  Russian  spec- 
tacles, and  considers  that  an  official  who  holds 
political  opinions  different  from  those  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  politically  "suspect,"  and  must  be  punished. 
The  Governor-General's  communication  further  says 
that,  if  the  governors  do  not  consider  the  punishment 
provided  in  the  Finnish  ordinance  sufficient,  they  are 
to  apply  to  him.  In  other  words,  M.  Seyn  takes 
upon  himself  the  right  to  administer  justice  after  the 
methods  of  Russian  satraps,  who  set  themselves  above 
all  laws  and  ordinances. 


The  Council  of  Ministers  is  postponing  the  dis- 
cussion of  all  important  questions  of  current  politics 
until  the  return  to  Russia  of  M.  Krivoshein,  who  is 
expected  to  arrive  on  April  2nd. 

In  discussing  a  lull  dealing  with  the  colonisation 
of  the  irrigated  portions  of  the  Golodnaya  Steppe,  by 
a  majority  of  one  the  Council  of  State  rejected  the 
proposal  of  its  special  committee  that  persons  not  of 
Russian  race  and  Orthodox  faith  should  be  excluded 
from  the  benefits  cf  the  measure. 


March  2§,  1914. 
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NOTES. 


Russian  Tariffs. 

In  presenting  to  our  readers  an  article  on 
Russian  tariffs  from  the  capable  pen  of  M. 
Alexinsky,  we  do  not  propose  to  take  sides  in 
the  general  controversy  over  the  opposing  claims 
of  Protection  and  Free  Tr-ade.  Such  a  discus- 
sion hardly  enters  into  the  scope  of  our  particular 
labours,  and  it  is  therefore  with  some  degree  of 
diffidence  that  we  publish  our  contributor's  very 
interesting  presentation  of  the  case  for  Russian 
Free  Trade.  In  view,  however,  of  the  animated 
conflict  that  is  now  in  progress  over  the  renewal 
of  the  Russo-German  Treaty  of  Commerce,  which 
expires  at  the  end  of  next  year,  it  is  as  well  that 
something  should  be  known  of  the  difficulties 
confronting  the  Russian  authorities  in  its  settle- 
ment. There  is  no  doubt  that  Russia  realises 
her  economic  interests  to  be  very  seriously  at 
stake  in  this  matter,  and  that,  if  her  trade  is  not 
to  suffer  still  more  than  it  has  during  the  past 
few  years,  something  must  be  done  to  redress 
the  adverse  balance.  The  danger  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  general  Russian  public 
is  that  the  Government  may  approach  the 
conflict  with  a  mind  exclusively  occupied  by  a 
regard  for  bureaucratic  interests.  What  those 
interests  are  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that 
in  1912  the  tariff  on  imported  goods  amounted  to 
30  per  cent,  of  the  total  value  of  the  imports.  The 
part  played  by  this  large  revenue  in  the  general 
Budget  is,  of  course,  very  considerable  ;  but  the 
Russian  people,  oppressed  by  the  heavy  burden 
of  indirect  taxation,  suffers  most  lamentably. 
So,  too,  does  Russian  industry.  In  M.  Alexin- 
sky's  view,  the  establishment  of  Free  Trade 
would  solve  the  problem  both  of  lost  markets 
abroad  and  of  popular  destitution  at  home.  How 
far  he  has  succeeded  in  proving  his  thesis  we 
leave  our  readers  to  judge  for  themselves. 


A  Professor's  "  Crime.'' 

The  idea  of  "federalism"  has  become  pro- 
minent of  late  in  various  countries  of  the  world — 
notably  so  in  our  own  country.  In  Russia  it  has 
been  discussed  more  or  less  academically  for 
about  twenty  years,  and  there  is  a  considerable 
body  of  opinion  there  which  sees  in  a  scheme  of 
national  autonomy  the  best  solution  of  the 
problem  of  unrest.  Those  who  are  interested  in 
the  question,  as  applied  to  Russia,  will  find  its 
leading  features  set  forth  in  a  series  of  articles 
published  in  this  journal  last  summer.  Among 
those  Russian  political  scientists  who  have 
devoted  attention  to  the  subject  is  the  venerable 
Professor  Baudouin  de  Courtenay,  of  St.  Peters- 
burg University,  who  two  years  ago  published  a 
pamphlet  on  "  The  National  and  Territorial 
Characteristics  of  Autonomy."  For  this  "crime" 

I  the  law  has  now  sentenced  him  to  two  years' 
confinement,  on  the  strength  of  articles  of  the 
Criminal  Code  which  provide  penalties  for 
"incitement  to  overthrow  the  existing  order" 

,  and  for  "  spreading  false  information  calculated 
to  provoke  popular  hostility  towards  Government 
officials."    For  the  defence  it  was  pointed  out 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


in  vain  that  the  pamphlet,  so  far  from  inciting 
to  any  revolutionary  change  in  the  State  system, 
expressly  qualified  its  approbation  of  the  federal 
idea  by  relegating  its  realisation  to  a  l'emote 
future  ;  by  means  of  wilful  misquotation  the 
Public  Prosecutor  convinced  the  Court  of  the 
"danger"  of  such  a  publication,  and  another 
name  has  been  added  to  the  long  list  of  brilliant 
scholars  on  whom  the  Russian  authorities  have 
bestowed  the  martyr's  crown. 


The  Boom  in  Russians. 

The  firstfruits  of  the  elaborate  Russian 
publicity  campaign  organised  in  this  country 
have  been  observed  during  the  past  few  weeks 
in  the  persistent  "  boomibg  "  of  Russian  shares 
on  the  London  Stock  Exchange.  While  other 
markets  have  been  signally  slack,  the  dealings  in 
Russians  have  been  prosecuted  with  the  most 
remarkable  energy.  Tbje  latest  move  in  this 
carefully  organised  attack  is  the  formation  of 
yet  another  powerful  trust,  known  as  the 
Russian  Corporation,  Limited,  whose  object  is 
to  secure  British  support  for  Russian  enter- 
prises of  various  kinds.  In  view  of  this  growing 
movement  it  is  right  that  the  British  public 
should  be  warned  against  lending  too  ready  an 
ear  to  the  overtures  made  to  them  in  this 
direction.  They  would  do  well  to  bear  in  mind 
the  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  company  and 
bankruptcy  laws  in  Russia,  the  serious  obstacles 
placed  by  Russian  officials  in  the  way  of  foreign 
firms  operating  in  that  country,  and  the  many 
grave  abuses  of  the  principles  of  commercial 
morality  which  are  committed  there  without  let 
or  hindrance.  Conditions  such  as  these  do  not 
make  for  the  safety  of  investments  ;  nor  does 
the  internal  political  position  suggest  any  degree 
of  security.  They  should  remember,  too,  how  badly 
bitten  French  and  Belgian  investors  have  been 
by  Russian  industrials,  in  which  untold  millions 
have  been  lost  within  very  recent  years.  Above 
all,  it  must  again  be  insisted  that  every  Russian 
share  taken  up  in  this  country  places  an  extra 
weapon  in  the  armoury  of  bureaucratic  oppres- 
sion, and  at  the  same  time  helps  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  a  disinterested  body  of  British  opinion 
towards  Russian  misgoveinment. 

M.  Notovitch. 

We  learn  with  regret  of  the  death  of  Ossip  Con- 
stantinovitch  Notovitch,  a  journalist  and  author 
who.  until  recent  years,  was  one  of  the  most 
strenuous  protagonists  of  the  Liberal  cause  in 
Russia.  The  son  of  a  Jewish  Rabbi  in  the 
Crimea,  M.  Notovitch  was  a  barrister  before 
journalism  claimed  him.  In  the  early  'seventies 
of  the  last  century  he  edited  the  Norm-  Vremya, 
which  had  not  then  acquired  the  characteristics 
of  reaction  and  opportunism  distinguishing  it 
to-day.  Later  he  took  over  the  command  of  the 
Novosti,  which  he  continued  to  edit  for  over 
thirty  years,  until  its  final  suppression  by  the 
Government  in  1906.  During  that  period  the 
Novosti  was  the  leading  Liberal  organ  in  Russia. 
Under  the  greatest  difficulties  it  waged  an  um^e- 
mitting  war  against  Reaction,  and  in  particular 
against  the  Novoe  Vrenuju,  which  in  the  hands  of 
M.  Suvorin  became  popularly  known  by  its  nick- 
name of  "As  You  Like  It."  Bravely  the  fight 
was  conducted,  but  on  sadly  unequal  terms,  for, 
while  M.  Suvorin's  organ  enjoyed  ( !  overnment 
favour  and  complete  security,  early  in  its  career 
the  Novosti,  became  the  target  for  a  never-ceasing 
shower  of  administrative  penalties.  For  many 
years  it  lived  in  constant  ch'ead  of  receiving  the 
fatal  "  third  warning "  which,  under  the  old 
Press  Law,  spelt  final  dissolution.  The  end 
came  eight  years  ago,  and  since  then  M.  Noto- 
vitch had  been  living  as  an  exile  in  Paris.  He 
was  a  man  of  wide  culture,  and  among  the  many 
works  that  proceeded  from  his  pen  may  be  men- 
tioned a  Russian  edition  of  Buckle's  History  of 
Civilisation  in  England.  By  his  death  Russian 
literature  is  distinctly  the  poorer. 
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SENATE   REFORM  BILL. 

Duma  Limits  the  Right  of  "  Interpreting  " 
the  Laws. 

On  the  17th  inst.  the  Duma  concluded  its  discussion 
of  the  separate  clauses  of  the  Senate  Reform  Bill  ;  but 
further  amendments  may  be  introduced  before  the 
whole  Bill  is  finally  put  to  the  vote. 

With  a  few  exceptions,  the  clauses  were  passed  as 
drafted  by  the  Duma  Judicial  Committee,  Clause 
131,  however,  was  only  adopted  with  M.  Antonoff's 
amendment  to  the  effect  that,  should  the  Minister  of 
Justice  fail  to  furnish  within  three  months  the  expla- 
nations required  with  regard  to  any  particular  case 
coming  before  the  Senate,  the  Senate  should  be 
empowered  either  to  fix  a  new  time-limit,  or  to  decide 
the  case  without  such  explanations. 

Clause  132,  which  authorised  Ministers  and  their 
Assistants  to  take  part  in  the  Senate's  deliberations, 
though  not  in  the  voting,  was  subjected  to  a  Pro- 
gressist amendment  allowing  Ministers  only  to 
furnish  explanations,  and  not  to  take  part  in  the 
deliberations.  This  qualification  was  insisted  upon 
as  an  indispensable  guarantee  for  the  independence 
of  Senatorial  judgments. 

Clause  200,  which  deals  with  the  Senate's  powers 
of  "interpreting"  the  laws,  formed  the  subject  of 
considerable  discussion. 

Baron  Meyendorf  supported  the  Zemstvo  Octo- 
brists'  amendments,  which  sought  to  leave  the  Senate 
the  right  of  interpreting  obscurities  of  the  law  only 
in  cases  of  appeal  by  the  parties  to  a  dispute. 

M.  Adjemoff  (Cadet)  pointed  out  that  the  Senate's 
right  of  interpreting  the  very  principles  of  the  law 
had  been  superseded  by  the  establishment  of  the 
Duma  and  the  Council  of  State.  The  retention  of 
such  a  right  would  bestow  upon  the  Senate  the  right 
of  legislating,  and  would  thu>  undermine  the  work  of 
the  Legislative  Chambers. 

In  the  end,  an  agreement  was  arrived  at  between 
the  Cadets  and  the  Zemstvo  Octobrists,  by  which  the 
whole  of  Clause  200  and  portions  of  other  clauses 
dealing  with  the  same  subject  were  carried  with 
amendments  depriving  the  Senate  of  the  right  of 
supplementing  or  curtailing  the  laws  under  the 
pretext  of  "  interpretation,"  and  of  exercising  its 
legitimate  function  of  interpretation  on  the  mere 
presentation  of  an  inquiry  by  a  Minister,  and  in  the 
absence  of  a  special  appeal  by  litigants. 

The  declared  object  of  these  amendments  was  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  Senate  s  notorious  practice  of  pervert- 
ing the  laws  at  the  demand  of  the  Government,  under 
the  pretence  of  "  explaining  "  their  meaning. 


MORE    "RITUAL"  SCARES. 

A    New   Allegation    in    the  Fastov 
Murder  Case. 

Having  failed  in  their  attempt  to  found  a  "  ritual 
murder  "  charge  on  the  allegation  that  the  murdered 
body  of  a  Jewish  boy  recently  found  at  Fastov  was 
really  the  body  of  a  Jitomir  official's  son,  the  anti- 
Semites  have  now  invented  a  new  story  to  fit  in  with 
their  preconceived  notions  regarding  the  crime.  The 
Black  Hundred  paper  Kiev,  lately  established  as  a 
rival  to  the  reactionary  Kievlanin,  whose  editor  set 
his  face  against  the  blood  accusation  campaign, 
comes  forward  with  the  assertion  that  the  murdered 
boy  was  not  Joseph  Pashkoff,  but  a  Christian  boy, 
the  son  of  a  woman  named  Grusha,  who  disappeared 
three  years  ago.  The  Kiev  declares  that  this  time  the 
Jews  will  not  succeed  in  leading  the  authorities 
astray,  as  they  did  in  the  Beiliscase,  since  the  present 
inquiry  is  "  in  good  hands." 

The  Novoc  Vremya,  which  has  resumed  its  blood 
accusation  campaign,  supports  the  same  version  of 
the  crime. 

The  Kiev  police  are  searching  for  a  boy  aged 
twelve,  the  son  of  the  University  treasurer,  M. 
Pavlitchenko.  The  boy,  who  some  time  ago  ran 
away  and  stayed  for  three  weeks  with  his  relatives 
at  Brussilov,  returned  to  Kiev,  whence,  however,  he 
has  again  disappeared.  A  note  purporting  to  have 
been  written  by  the  boy,  to  the  effect  that  he  was 
starting  for  Jerusalem  in  the  company  of  an  old  man, 
was  brought  to  the  parents  by  a  street  loafer.  The 
latter  was  thereupon  arrested,  and  the  braces  that 
had  been  worn  by  the  missing  boy  were  found  upon 
him.  It  is  suspected  that  the  incident  has  been  engi- 
neered by  provocators. 

At  Xeklan,  in  the  government  of  Petrokov,  a 
Christian  girl  disappeared  after  quarrelling  with  her 
parents.  At  the  instigation  of  local  agitators,  who 
declared  that  the  girl  had  been  murdered  by  Jews 
for  "  ritual "  purposes,  a  crowd  of  peasants  con- 
fronted the  Jewish  inhabitants  of  the  place,  demand- 
ing with  threats  that  the  girl  should  be  produced. 
They  then  proceeded  to  search  the  houses  of  the 
Jews,  but  fortunately,  before  the  affair  took  a  serious 
turn,  the  supposed  victim  returned  to  her  parents, 
and  the  crowd  dispersed. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 
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RUSSIA'S    TARIFF  WALL. 

The    Renewal    of   the  Russo-German 
Treaty   of  Commerce. 


In  the  wordy  warfare  now  being  waged  by  the 
German  and  Russian  Nationalist  Press  an  important 
factor  is  the  question  of  the  renewal  of  the  Russo- 
German  treaty  of  commerce,  which  falls  due  at  the 
end  of  1915.  Apropos  of  this,  the  Parisian  Courrier 
Europeen  observes  very  justly  : — 

"The  approaching  expiration  of  the  Russo-German 
commercial  treaty  is  the  occasion  of  much  bluff, 
menace,  and  compromise,  which,  perhaps  as  much 
as  the  reactionary  and  nationalist  disposition  of  the 
Russian  Government,  accounts  for  the  sympathy  of 
the  Liberal  organs  for  this  agitation." 

But  if  there  is  some  "  bluff "  in  the  controversy 
between  the  journalists  of  the  two  nations,  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  economic  interests  in  general, 
and,  in  particular,  the  material  interests  of  the  direct- 
ing parties,  are  at  the  bottom  of  this  unfriendly 
"discussion"  between  the  Russian  and  German 
Nationalists. 

A   Dangerous  Conflict. 

"  We  are  aware,"  says  the  Loka  '-Ameiger  of  Berlin, 
"how  passionately  the  Russians  are  preparing  for 
the  discussion  of  the  renewal  of  the  treaty.  .  .  . 
They  are  searching  for  weapons  against  the  German 
negotiators."  To  this  the  Den  of  St.  Petersburg 
replies  :  "  The  Germans  are  blackmailing  us  in  order 
to  frighten  us  and  to  secure  all  the  advantages  of  the 
new  commercial  treaty."  And  this  exchange  of  com- 
pliments is  still  going  on. 

The  very  fact  that  economic  and  material 
interests  are  involved  in  the  "  Russo-German  "  con- 
flict renders  it  most  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  Europe  ; 
for,  if  men  to-day  no  longer  go  crusading  for  religious 
motives,  they  are  ready  enough  to  wage  war  for  the 
sake  of  increasing  their  export  of  wheat,  or  pigs,  or 
mineral  produce.  Hence  this  treaty  of  commerce, 
which  has  caused  such  a  rattling  cf  sabres  on  both 
sides  of  the  frontier,  merits  our  attention,  and  a  brief 
analysis  of  Russia's  economic  interests  in  relation  to 
the  problem  may  not  be  out  of  place.  The  term 
"  economic  interests "  is  of  course  purely  conven- 
tional, for  in  Russia  to-day  there  is  a  great  diversity 
of  interests,  corresponding  with  the  various  social 
strata ;  and  the  governmental  and  bureaucratic 
classes  consider  the  question  solely  from  the  fiscal 
point  of  view.  To  them  the  protectionist  policy  is 
merely  a  means  of  increasing  indirect  taxation 
in  the  form  of  Customs  dues,  which,  as  may  be 
seen  from  the  following  figures,  play  a  large  part  in 
the  Russian  Budget. 

A   Thirty   per   Cent.  Tariff. 

The  Customs  dues  on  imported  products  yielded 
197  million  roubles  in  1901,  228^  millions  in  1904, 
278^  millions  in  1908,  and  326  millions  in  1912.  As 
the  total  value  of  Russian  imports  in  1912  was  1,172 
million  roubles,  the  revenue  from  this  source  con- 
stitutes 30  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  imports,  which 
doubtless,  from  the  bureaucratic  point  of  view,  is  an 
ideal  arrangement.  The  masses,  however,  surfer 
greatly  from  this  heavy  taxation,  which  enormously 
increases  the  cost  of  living — one  of  the  most  striking 
phenomena  in  Russia  of  to-day.  The  average  con- 
sumption of  articles  of  prime  necessity  remains 
practically  stationary,  and  this  is  accounted  for,  in 
great  measure,  by  the  heavy  tariff.  The  consump- 
tion of  iron  in  Russia  was  1 J  pood  per  capita  in  1910, 
against  11  poods  in  England,  10  in  Germany,  and  14 
in  America,  and  the  proportions  for  other  products  are 
much  the  same.  The  disastrous  effect  of  protection 
on  prices  may  be  illustrated  by  another  example  :  a 
chemical  product  in  great  demand — namely,  soda — is 
heavily  taxed,  with  the  result  that  it  is  twice  as  dear 
in  Russia  as  in  Germany. 

Thus  the  high  tariff,  while  filling  the  coffers  of  the 
Treasury,  places  a  formidable  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
developing  trade,  and,  by  exhausting  the  nation's 
purchasing  power,  must  undermine  the  finances  of 
the  State,  which,  while  gaining  300  million  roubles 
in  taxation,  loses  far  more  than  that  amount  through 
draining  the  economic  energy  of  the  people. 

How   Russian   Industries  Suffer. 

The  high  tariff  is  also  detrimental  to  Russian 
industries.  This  is  not  a  paradox.  I'rotection  is 
naturally  of  immediate  advantage  to  a  few  groups  of 
great  capitalists  and  industrial  magnates,  for  it  pre- 
vents foreign  competition  and  gives  them  practically 
a  monopoly  in  the  home  market.  At  the  same  time, 
however,  for  the  very  reason  that  the  protectionist 
policy  assures  huge  profits  to  the  ring  of  Russian 
capitalists,  they  have  no  stimulus  to  enlarge  their 
commercial  enterprises  or  to  trouble  about  technical 
improvements.  Instead  of  increasing  their  produc- 
tion they  sometimes  limit  it  artificially,  thus  dis- 
turbing the  equilibrium  between  supply  and  demand, 
and  raiding  the  price  of  commodities  in  the  home 
market. 

Hence  the  backward  condition  of  Russian  indus- 


tries, especially  when  compared  with  the  flourishing 
state  of  things  in  England,  the  classic  country  of 
free  trade.  Protection  may  be  said  to  corrupt 
Russia's  capitalists  by  depriving  them  of  all  organis- 
ing energy,  and  obliging  them  to  seek  the  protection 
of  the  Government.  The  consequences  are  far- 
reaching,  not  only  in  the  commercial  domain,  but 
also  in  political  life,  for  this  official  "protection" 
robs  the  great  capitalists  of  all  independence,  and 
prevents  them  from  attempting  to  transform  the 
semi-feudal  regime  in  Russia  into  a  European  system. 
The  monopoly  of  the  industrial  oligarchy  is,  how- 
ever, sometimes  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 
State  itself.  During  the  past  five  years  Russia  has( 
experienced  several  "industrial  famines "  of  iron 
coal,  &c,  and  State  enterprises,  especially  the  rail- 
ways, have  suffered  greatly  from  this  shortage,  due 
to  groups  of  capitalists  limiting  the  production.  As 
a  consequence  the  Government  was  compelled  to 
save  the  situation  by  suspending  the  tariff  on  the 
commodities  in  question. 

Diminishing   Grain  Exports. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
in  the  international  market  Russia  occupies  the  posi- 
tion of  one  of  the  world's  great  granaries,  the  principal 
exports  of  Russia  being  rye,  wheat,  barley,  and 
Indian  corn,  which  together  constitute  nearly  one- 
half  of  her  total  export  trade.  Protection  interferes 
considerably  with  the  wheat  trade,  for  since  Russia 
imposes  a  tariff  on  foreign  products  other  nations 
retaliate  by  taxing  Russia's  agricultural  exports.  The 
result  is  that  Russia  finds  herself  defeated  in  the  inter- 
national market,  both  as  an  agricultural  and  as  an 
industrial  competitor.  The  following  statement  was 
made  at  the  recent  Congress  of  Foreign  Commerce 
held  at  Kiev  (February  iSth-2 1st,  1914)  :— 

"  German  competition  is  winning  all  along  the  line, 
and  driving  us  from  a  number  of  markets.  Not  only 
is  our  grain  almost  entirely  shut  out  from  Germany 
itself,  but  we  are  being  beaten  by  the  Germans  in  all 
the  market;  of  Northern  Europe.  Thus  Norway  takes 
68  per  cent,  less  rye  from  us  now  than  in  the  period 
1901-1905,  while  Germany  has  increased  her  export 
to  Norway  by  330  per  cent.,  and  our  export  of  wheat 
to  the  same  country  has  diminished  by  70  per  cent., 
while  Germany's  has  increased  by  105  per  cent.  In 
ten  years  Germany  has  increased  her  exports  to  Den- 
mark by  iqn  per  cent,  for  rye,  210  per  cent,  for  oats, 
and  560  per  cent,  for  flour,  and  all  that  time  Russia 
has  made  no  progress.  In  1896- 1900  Russia  con- 
tributed 43  per  cent,  of  the  total  wheat  imports  of 
Germanv  ;  in  1911-13  this  figure  fell  to  30  per  cent. 
The  trade  between  Russia  and  Germany  is  far  and 
away  the  most  important  factor  in  the  commerce  of 
both  countries,  for  50  per  cent,  of  Germany's  total 
imports  comes  from  Rusfcia,  and  47  per  cent,  to  50  per 
cent,  of  Russia's  total  imports  comes  from  Germany." 

The   Claims  of  Free  Trade. 

In  order  to  develop  her  commercial  relations  with 
Germany  and  the  rest  of  Europe,  Russia  must 
abandon  protection  for1  free  trade.  The  change 
would  benefit  Russian  industry,  which  would  gain 
strength  in  this  atmosphere  of  free  competition  and 
abandon  its  lazy  and  parasitic  habits,  while  the 
masses  would  gain  by  the  fall  in  prices  and  the  im- 
provement in  qualitv  of  manufactured  articles.  As 
for  Russian  agriculture,  it  has  no  need  of  protection  ; 
the  soil  is  so  rich,  and  production  costs  so  little,  that 
Russia  will  always  be  able  to  find  markets  for  her 
grain  if  she  makes  the  necessary  economic  and 
technical  efforts.  But  as  long  as  Russia's  frontiers 
are  closed  to  the  products  of  foreign  industry, 
foreign  countries  will  continue  to  place  all  kinds  of 
obstacles  and  restrictions  in  the  way  of  the  import  of 
Russian  grain  and  other  commodities. 

Further,  one  must  take  into  account  the  internal 
condition  of  Germany.  German  protection  depends 
chiefly  upon  the  agrarian  party,  which  is  also  the 
main  support  of  German  chauvinism,  while  German 
manufacturers  would  like  to  have  free  access  to  the 
Russian  market.  The  masses  in  Germany  are 
almost  entirely  anti-protectionist,  since  the  tariff 
raises  the  cost  of  living.  Russia  might  utilise  the 
discord  prevailing  between  the  agrarians,  the  manu- 
facturers, and  the  working  classes  in  Germany  by 
proposing  to  abolish  the  tariff  wall  between  the  two 
countries,  and  she  would  find  partisans  among 
German  supporters  of  free  trade.  In  this  case  the 
change  would  be  easier  to  bring  about,  and  the 
danger  of  an  armed  conflict  over  Russian  wheat  and 
German  mineral  products  would  then  be  much  less 
than  it  is  to-day,  when  the  Russian  Minister  of  War 
makes  provocative  speeches  addressed  to  Germany. 
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The  Conference  of  the  United  Nobility  has  passed 
resolutions  calling  for  the  annexation  of  certain 
parts  of  Finland  by  Russia,  and  demanding  the 
exclusion  of  Jews  from  the  Russian  Army  and  the 
imposition  of  a  special  tax  in  lieu  of  service.  Several 
speakers  advocated  the  employment  of  severer 
methods  of  repression  in  Finland. 


FAMOUS  PROFESSOR 
SENTENCED. 

Two  Years  for  a  Pamphlet  on  the 
Federal  Principle. 

On  the  13th  inst.  the  High  Court  of  St.  Petersburg 
passed  sentence  of  two  years'  confinement  in  a 
fortress  upon  M.  Baudouin  de  Courtenay,  an  Actual 
Councillor  of  State  and  Emeritus  Professor  at  St. 
Petersburg  (  niversity,  for  publishing  a  pamphlet 
entitled  Tin  National  and  Territorial  Characteri  \iu 
of  Autonomy,  in  which  -ympathy  was  expressed  for 
the  federal  system  of  government.  The  Professor, 
who  is  seventy  years  old,  wrote  the  pamphlet  in  1907, 
but  it  was  not  published  till  1912.  The  charge 
against  him  was  one  of  incitement  and  misrepresen- 
tation, and  was  brought  under  Articles  129  and  1,034* 
of  the  Penal  Code. 

The   Case   for  the  Prosecution. 

According  to  the  indictment,  the  accused,  in 
analysing  the  Nationalist  movement,  presented  the 
conclusion  that  the  dismemberment  of  Russia  was 
necessary,  since  such  a  Colossus,  governed  as  it  was 
on  principles  of  extreme  centralisation,  would  sooner 
or  later  become  paralysed.  In  order  to  prevent  the 
monster  from  crumbling  under  its  own  weight,  it 
was  necessary,  he  declared,  that  the  Duma  should 
become  a  real  legislative  body,  and  that  the  right  of 
various  provinces  to  determine  their  own  nationality 
should  be  recognised.  In  meeting  the  objection 
that  the  Russian  nationality  must  reign  in  the  Russian 
State,  M.  de  Courtenay  questioned  the  historical 
merits  of  that  nationality,  which  had  only  managed 
to  create  an  enormous  prison,  not  only  for  its  alien 
races  and  tribes,  but  even  for  itself. 

In  conclusion  the  indictment  objected  to  the  state- 
ment that  the  Government  had  resorted  to  the 
organisation  of  pogroms  for  the  purpose  of  crushing 
all  independence. 

In  opening  the  case  the  Assistant  Public  Prosecutor 
said  that  the  pamphlet  contained  an  appeal  to  the 
country  to  effect  the  suggested  reform  through  the 
agency  of  the  Legislature.  It  also  presented  a  number 
of  ideas  that  were  intended  to  influence  public 
opinion,  such  as  the  statements  that  various  nation- 
alities were  being  shamefully  persecuted  ;  that 
Russia  was  drawing  upon  herself  general  contempt 
throughout  Europe  ;  and  that  the  orders  issued  by 
the  Prefects  General  Groesser  and  General  von 
Wahl  were  calculated  to  promote  the  outbreak  of 
pogroms  and  to  encourage  bribery  in  the  ranks  of 
the  police. 

According  to  the  accused,  he  continued,  Russia 
could  not  continue  to  exist  as  a  monster  State,  and 
should  be  transformed  into  a  federation,  on  the  lines 
of  the  United  States. 

Official  Misquotations. 

Advocate  Kazarinoff,  for  the  defence,  maintained 
that  the  pamphlet  contained  no  direct  incitement  of 
the  kind  for  which  Article  129,  under  which  the 
charge  had  been  brought,  provided  penalties,  and 
pointed  out  various  instances  in  which  the  Assistant 
Public  Prosecutor  had  taken  liberties  with  the  text  of 
the  incriminated  passages.  In  one  quotation  the 
very  important  word  "not"  had  been  omitted.  The 
indictment  itself,  he  said,  was  full  of  such  inac- 
curacies, which,  indeed,  formed  the  only  basis  for  the 
charges. 

Counsel  quoted  the  professor's  own  qualifications 
of  his  statements,  such  as  :  "  Provided  such  reform 
were  to  receive  not  only  the  consent  of  the  Duma, 
but  also  the  sanction  of  the  other  legislative  factors 
or:  "  At  the  present  time  all  this  is,  of  course,  nothing 
but  idle  talk.''  That  being  the  case,  the  book  was 
not  calculated  to  incite  any  one  to  overturn  the 
existing  order  of  things.  It  would,  on  the  contrary, 
relieve  the  minds  of  the  opponents  of  the  federal 
principle,  while  it  would  be  ignored  by  a  practical 
agitator  at  election  time,  since  it  relegated  the 
principle  of  federation  into  the  mists  of  distant 
centuries. 

As  for  attributing  to  the  Government  responsi- 
bility for  the  pogroms,  it  should  be  remembered, 
concluded  counsel,  that  in  1907  the  circulation  of 
such  statements  was  a  commonplace  occurrence. 

Opposed  to  Violence. 

In  his  final  address  to  the  Court,  Professor  de 
Courtenay  declared  that  he  had  always  been  opposed 
on  principle  to  all  violent  methods,  and  was  a  staunch 
champion  of  the  unity  and  indivisibility  of  the 
Russian  Empire. 

After  being  sentenced  as  above  stated,  the 
accused  was  liberated  on  bail  in  6,000  roubles  pending 
an  appeal.  On  the  day  after  the  trial  he  delivered 
his  customary  lecture  at  the  High  School  for  Women, 
where  he  received  an  ovation. 

The  professor,  who  is  the  founder  of  the  Russian 
School  of  Linguistics  and  one  of  the  greatest  authori- 
ties on  the  Slavonic  languages,  has  received  numer- 
ous expressions  of  sympathy  from  his  colleagues  and 
pupils,  as  well  as  from  public  workers. 
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DE  PROFUNDIS. 


A  conference  of  Russian  prison  officials  has 
just  been  held  in  St.  Petersburg  with  the  avowed 
object  of  suggesting  schemes  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  existing  prison  system.  If  any  one 
hoped,  however,  that  the  proceedings  would 
result  in  the  elaboration  of  a  sweeping  project 
of  reform,  his  disappointment  must  be  keen  and 
complete.  The  conference  devoted  nearly  all  its 
time  to  discussing  unimportant  details  of  admini- 
stration, and  on  the  few  occasions  when  it  was 
induced  to  turn  its  attention  to  the  main  features 
of  the  system  it  sought  to  convey  the  impression 
that  there  was  nothing  radically  wrong.  Among 
those  present  were  officials  who  were  but  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  terrible  atrocities  that  are 
committed  every  day  in  the  Russian  prisons,  and 
are  occasionally  reported  in  the  public  Press  ; 
but  on  this  subject  not  a  syllable  was  uttered.  It 
is  true  that  at  the  opening  meeting  M.  Grau,  the 
head  of  the  Prisons  Department,  admitted  that 
until  quite  recently  things  had  been  very  bad : 
but  he  added  that  the  present  conditions  afforded 
no  ground  for  complaint.  Xo  statement  could 
be  farther  removed  from  the  truth,  and,  if  the 
Russian  authorities  imagine  that  they  can  thus 
easily  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  they 
are  very  greatly  mistaken. 

At  this  appropriate  moment  is  issued  a  most 
useful  work  on  Russian  prisons  from  the  pen  of 
M.  Jacob  de  Haan,  a  Dutch  lawyer  of  high 
repute.  M.  de  Haan's  book  is  one  of  the  most 
authoritative  contributions  tc  this  subject  that 
have  ever  been  published.  It  embodies  the 
results  of  an  extended  tour  of  investigation  under- 
taken by  the  author  with  the  permission  of  the 
Russian  Government,  whose  assistance  he  very 
readily  acknowledges.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
he  started  with  no  preconceived  feeling  of 
hostility  towards  the  authorities,  and  that  his 
was  no  hole  -  and  -  corner  investigation.  He 
inspected  a  large  number  of  prisons  in  various 
parts  of  the  Empire,  and  spoke  with  many 
political  prisoners,  usually  under  conditions 
which  made  the  officials  immediately  cognisant 
of  everything  that  was  said  to  him.  And  in  the 
result  he  is  forced  to  the  conclusion  that,  if  a 
tenth  part  of  what  is  continually  going  on  in  the 
Russian  prisons  had  taken  place  in  the  Congo,  or 
Peru,  or  the  Portuguese  colonies,  the  Press  of 
Great  Britain  and  France  would  have  rung 
with  fierce  denunciation.  In  our  own  columns 
during  the  past  two  years  and  more  an  over- 
whelming mass  of  evidence  has  been  accumu- 
lated which  shows  how  almost  incredibly 
inhuman  the  Russian  prison  system  is.  We 
have  told  of  political  offenders,  who  have  been 
sentenced  to  long  terms  of  penal  servitude 
for  "  crimes "  known  only  to  the  Russian 
calendar,  being  beaten  and  flogged  to  death  by 
their  warders ;  of  hunger  strikes  and  of 
suicides — events  of  such  common  occurrence  that 
they  nauseate,  but  do  not  surprise  ;  of  the  black 
horrors  of  the  "punishment-cell,"  which  are. 
usually  the  prelude  of  death ;  of  the  countless 
victims  whose  torments  have  driven  them  mad  ; 
of  prisons  decimated  by  consumption  and  the 
foul  contagion  of  typhoid  and  the  like ;  of 
unspeakable  filth,  and  of  tortures  that  will 
scarcely  bear  description.  To  the  truth  of  these 
statements  (which  a  casual  reader  might  well  be 


excused  for  doubting)  M.  de  Haan's  work  bears 
the  fullest  testimony.  He  has  made  acquaint- 
ance with  the  infernos  of  Orel,  of  Yaroslav,  of 
Riga,  of  Pskov,  and  stands  aghast  at  what  he 
has  seen.  He  has  inspected  the  "punishment- 
cells,"  to  remain  in  wh»:h  for  the  usual  term  of 
a  week  is  "  not  a  punishment,  but  a  martyrdom." 
In  the  modern  well-built  prisons  these  dungeons, 
he  says,  are  "  awful  "  ;  he  leaves  us  to  imagine 
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transferred  from  the  equable  climate  of  the 
South  to  the  deadly  rigours  of  the  North,  he 
gives  an  especially  heartrending  picture.  The 
mortality  among  thera  is  appalling.  "  They 
have  been  literally  decimated — shot  down  at 
Tiflis,  starved  and  beaten  to  death  at  Saratov." 
From  the  latter  place  fifteen  Georgians  were 
recently  transferred  to  Riga,  where  within  a  few 
weeks  three  of  them  d;ed.  while  most  of  the 
others  were  stricken  with  scurvy.  "  Of  the 
thousands  of  Georgians  imprisoned  six  years 
ago,"  writes  M.  de  Haan. "  the  survivors  do  not 
number  hundreds.  In  a  few  years'  time  not  even 
a  few  dozen  of  them  wif  remain." 

We  might  fill  our  cola  >ns  over  and  over  again 
with  well-attested  rfejorus"  01  the  atrocities 
wrought  in  the  Russian  prisons,  where  death  is 
welcomed  for  its  deliverance.  In  a  few  of  the 
"  show "  establishments,  such  as  the  Central 
Prison  in  Moscow,  thei3  does  appear  to  have  been 
some  improvement  w  ;hin  recent  months.  But 
elsewhere  the  conditims  remain  the  same,  and 
every  day  the  same  cir  of  the  hapless  victims 
goes  out.  As  recently  as  last  Saturday  Reuter's 
correspondent  in  St.  Petersburg  wrote  of  the 
horrors  enacted  a  fe,r  days   ago  in  the  Riga 
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iretest  which  was  never  so 
vlich  alone  can  give  any 
hope  that  the  Russian  Government  willbeinduced 
to  civilise  its  prison  system  The  people  of  Berlin 
have  lately  given  expressbn  to  their  feeling  on  this 
subject,  and  it  is  earnest^  to  be  desired  that  the 
great  cities  of  this  and  other  countries  should 
take  the  same  step.  V\e  understand  that  an 
international  protest  is  new  in  course  of  prepara- 
tion, and  we  trust  that  he  cause  of  humanity 
will  be  assisted  in  Great  Britain  by  an  army  of 
earnest  workers  who  wiilnake  it  their  task  to 
inform  and  arouse  public  opinion  among  their 
countrymen.  Our  nationl  traditions  forbid  us 
to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  theory  of  the  persecuted, 
from  whatever  country  it  ;sues. 


DISTRESS   1*  SIBERIA. 


The  emigrants  of  the  latchayevo  district,  in 
Siberia,  have  despatched  to  he  head  of  the  Emigra- 
tion Administration  at  Kraioyarsk  a  telegram  in 
which  they  say  ; — "  We  arelying  of  starvation,  and 
implore  you  to  send  provisips." 

Among  the  Shirokovsk  g)ups  of  settlers,  in  the 
same  province,  scurvy  has  -oken  out  in  addition  to 
a  typhoid  epidemic.  Thesettlers  possess  neither 
cattle,  money,  grain,  nor  vsgables,  living  exclusively 
on  the  Government's  meagrallowance  of  rye. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  March  25th. 
The  recent  Conference  of  the  United  Nobility 
throws  an  interesting  light  upon  some  of  the  imme- 
diate realities  of  Russian  home  politics. 

The  United  Nobility  is  a  very  peculiar  political 
organisation  which  is  highly  characteristic  of  the 
times  in  which  we  are  living.  Its  importance  in  the 
life  of  the  State  is  very  considerable.  It  is  practically 
a  sort  of  an  oligarchic  council,  created  outside  the  law, 
and  officially  possessing  no  rights  whatever,  but  in 
reality  wielding  an  enormous  influence.  It  was 
founded  in  1906,  and  at  the  outset  bore  the  character 
of  a  conspiracy,  whose  existence  was  carefully  con- 
cealed from  the  public.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
same  year,  however,  revelations  appeared  in  the 
Press  with  regard  to  the  activity  of  its  Council,  and 
the  published  extracts  from  authenticated  documents 
relating  to  the  activities  of  this  body  showed  the 
connection  that  existed  between  its  work  and  the 
Government's  policy. 

Inspiring  the  Government. 

It  thus  became  known  that  the  most  important 
political  acts  of  that  period,  such  as  the  dissolution 
of  the  first  Duma,  the  refusal  to  admit  public  workers 
into  the  Ministry,  and  the  introduction  of  the  field 
courts-martial,  had  been  preceded  by  resolutions  of 
the  United  Nobility  insistently  recommending  these 
very  steps. 

Similar  coincidences  could  be  established  with 
regard  to  a  number  of  subsequent  events  in  home 
politics,  commencing  with  Stolypin's  agrarian 
reforms  and  the  alteration  of  the  Franchise  Law, 
and  continuing  down  to  the  attacks  on  the  Universi- 
ties. The  leaders  of  the  organisation  occasionally 
pointed  out  themselves,  with  a  view  to  impressing 
the  nobles  with  its  importance,  that  this  or  that 
Government  measure  had  been  carried  out  at  the 
instigation  of  the  Council  of  the  United  Nobility,  or 
had  been  suggested  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Nobility 
Conference. 

At  the  last  Conference  the  question  of  securing 
landowners  against  possible  losses  through  agrarian 
disorders  was  raised.  It  was  proposed  that  such 
losses  should  be  recoverable,  not  only  from  the  guilty 
parties,  but  also  from  persons  who  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  disorders,  and  that  the  peasants'  allotments 
should  be  put  up  for  sale  for  the  purpose  of  recoup- 
ing the  landowners. 

Attack  on  the  Zemstvos. 

The  question  of  the  advisability  of  restricting 
emigration,  with  a  view  to  providing  the  landowners 
with  cheap  labour,  was  also  ventilated.  Other  topics 
of  discussion  referred  to  the  best  way  of  preventing 
the  formation  of  Cantonal  Zemstvos,  and  possibly  of 
doing  away  with  Zemstvos  altogether;  the  most 
effectual  method  of  forcing  peasants  to  give  way 
when  meeting  a  squire  on  the  road ;  and  ways  and 
means  of  continuing  the  struggle  against  the  Jews 
and  the  Finns. 

As  illustrating  the  spirit  that  prevails  at  such  con- 
ferences, I  may  quote  from  some  of  the  speeches 
delivered  on  this  occasion. 

On  the  question  of  the  crisis  confronting  the 
nobles  in  the  matter  of  landed  property,  M.  Rako- 
vitch,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  State,  declared 
that  the  diminution  of  estates  was  due  to  the  Zemst- 
vos, which  preyed  like  worms  upon  the  property  of 
the  nobles.  "  Now,"  he  observed,  "  we  have  a  State 
Duma,  where  they  talk  whatever  they  like  and  as 
much  as  they  like.  Do  we  then  want  these  local 
parliaments  into  the  bargain,  these  small  gatherings 
of  the  people's  tribunes?  " 

With  regard  to  the  Finnish  question,  another 
member  of  the  Council  of  State,  M.  Deitrich,  thought 
that  the  annexation  of  three  Finnish  parishes  was  not 
sufficient,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  annex  the 
whole  government  of  Viborg. 

General  Borodkin  accused  the  Finns  of  represent- 
ing the  Russians  to  Europe  as  oppressors,  and 
declared  that  for  this  crime  alone  they  should  be 
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dealt  with  without  any  ceremony.  It  was  time  to 
present  Finland  with  an  account  for  settlement,  and 
failing  payment  the  inhabitants  should  be  accommo- 
dated in  the  St.  Petersburg  prisons. 

The  report  on  the  Jewish  question  dealt  with  the 
exclusion  of  the  Jews  from  the  Army.  It  was  recom- 
mended that  the  Jewish  recruits  should  be  formed 
into  special  companies  and  engaged  only  upon  the 
construction  and  repair  of  roads.  Another  report 
recommended  the  extension  to  girls'  schools  of  the 
percentage  limit  that  already  exists  for  Jewish  boys. 

Prince  Meschersky's  Criticism. 

Writing  in  the  Conservative  Grajdanin,  Prince 
Meschersky  criticises  the  Nobility  Conference  for  its 
assumption  of  "the  foleoi  a  third  legislative  Chamber." 
Instead  of  dealing,  as  its  name  implies,  with  ques- 
tions bearing  upon  the  condition  of  affairs  as  affect- 
ing the  class  of  nobles,  the  Conference,  he  says, 
devoted  a.  whole  sitting  to  the  Finnish  and  Jewish 
questions.  He  ridicules  the  imperious  tone  of  their 
motions  and  resolutions,  which  were  worded  for  all 
the  world  as  if  the  nobles  constituted  a  superior 
Government  institution. 

With  reference  to  the  proposal  to  release  the  Jews 
from  active  military  service  on  the  allegation  that 
they  are  the  chief  instigators  of  revolution,  Prince 
Meschersky  comments  as  follows  : — 

"  It  is  hard  to  conceive  anything  more  foolish  than 
such  ideas  as  the  formation  of  Jewish  companies. 
For  what  purpose  ?  To  unite  them  in  a  semi-military, 
but  still  military  service  ?  Still  more  foolish  and 
immoral  would  it  be  to  grant  exemption  exclusively 
to  well-to-do  Jews  who  have  sufficient  means  to  pay 
ransom  in  lieu  of  military  service. 

"Are  they  unable  to  grasp  the  fact  that  military 
service  among  the  rank-and-file  is  the  very  best 
school  for  bringing  Jews  and  Russians  together  ? 

"The  assertion  that  the  Jews  propagate  revolu- 
tionary ideas  among  the  rank-and-file  is  absolutely 
false.  Large  masses  of  Jews  inhabit  the  Western 
provinces  of  Russia,  but  revolutionary  propaganda 
by  Jews  is  least  of  all  heard  of  there." 

"  Altogether,"  concludes  the  writer,  "  the  Nobility 
Conference,  which  assumes  the  character  of  a  Black 
Hundred  organisation,  with  the  principles  '  Strangle 
Finland,'  '  Kill  the  Jews,'  &c,  is  utterly  indecent." 


M.   KASSO  BAULKED. 


Upper  House   Decides   Against  the 
Exclusion  of  Professor  Grimm. 


By  98  votes  to  56  the  Council  of  State  has  rejected 
the  recommendation  of  its  Personnel  Committee,  and 
has  declared  that  the  recent  dismissal  of  Professor 
Grimm  from  Kharkov  University  does  not  deprive 
him  of  his  qualification  for  a  seat  in  the  Upper 
House.  Thus  M.  Kasso,  the  notorious  Minister  of 
Education,  who  thought  to  drive  his  distinguished 
critic  from  the  Legislature,  has  sustained  a  signal 
defeat  in  the  very  stronghold  of  Rsaction. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  M.  Oldenburg,  an 
Academician,  pointed  out  that  the  Committee's  inter- 
pretation of  the  rules  governing  membership  of  the 
Upper  House  led  to  a  manifest  absurdity,  since 
according  to  its  view  persons  whose  candidature  was 
based  upon  a  service  qualification  would  lose  that 
qualification  immediately  upon  their  election  to  the 
Legislature. 

M.  Shebeko  ("Centre)  said  that  the  object  of  admit- 
ting representatives  of  learning  to  the  Council  of 
State  was  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  this  dis- 
tinguished branch  of  society  in  the  work  of  legisla- 
tion, and  the  title  of  professor  was  merely  the  hall- 
mark of  membership  of  that  branch.  But  surely 
nobody  would  venture  to  assert  that  the  fact  of  being 
transferred  from  the  University  of  Kharkov  to  the 
general  staff  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  deprived 
Professor  Grimm  of  his  eminent  attainments. 

Even  M.  Gurko  ('Right)  denied  the  Committee's 
contention  that  the  Minister  of  Education  possessed 
the  right  and  power  to  exclude  at  his  will  any  pro- 
fessor from  the  Council  of  State.  He  was  sure, 
therefore,  that  M.  Kasso  would  never  have  dismissed 
Professor  Grimm  if  he  had  imagined  that  this  would 
involve  the  latter's  exclusion  from  the  Upper  House. 

M.  Nary^hkin,  another  member  of  the  Right,  also 
disputed  the  correctness  of  the  view  taken  by  the 
Committee,  and  pointed  out  that,  if  it  stood,  any 
ecclesiastical  member  of  the  Council  of  State  could 
be  removed  from  that  body  by  the  mere  order  of  the 
diocesan  authority. 

M.  Makaroff,  an  ex-Minister  of  the  Interior,  offered 
a  half-hearted  defence  of  the  Committee's  recom- 
mendation, but  in  the  end,  as  above  stated,  the  Council 
decided  against  the  view  that  a  Minister  had  the 
power  to  remove  inconvenient  opponents  from  its 
midst  at  his  own  pleasure. 


It  i->  stated  in  the  report  presented  by  Deputy  A.  G. 
Ratkoff-Rojnoff  to  the  Duma  Budget  Committee  that 
on  January  14th  last  the  national  debt  of  Russia 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  8,809,589,629  roubles,  or 
about  917  millions  sterling. 


RUSSIAN    FOREIGN  POLICY. 

The  "Near  East"  and  "Far  East v 
Schools  of  Thought. 

IV.  -FAR   EAST  PROSPECTS. 


So  far,  as  we  have  seen,  there  is  no  substantial 
foundation  for  the  development  of  Russian  financial 
and  industrial  influence  in  the  Near  East,  and  no  great 
hopes  can  be  entertained  that  Russian  exports  will 
llourish  in  the  markets  of  the  Balkan  Peninsula.  Such 
is  the  opinion  of  all  the  Russian  manufacturers,  as 
formulated  by  M.  Krestovnikoff,  President  of  the 
Moscow  Exchange  Committee. 

"  Markets  for  the  experts  of  our  manufacturing 
industry,"  he  recently  declared,  "  must  for  the  present 
be  chiefly  sought  in  those  neighbouring  countries 
which  are  less  accessible  to  foreign  competition." 

It  is  well  known  that  Russia  plays  a  large  part  in 
Persia's  foreign  trade,  her  share  of  which  constitutes 
on  an  average  from  50  to  (>o  per  cent.  Russia's  finan- 
cial influence  in  that  country  is  enormous,  and  in  this 
respect  Persia  is  still  more  dependent  on  her  neigh- 
bour than  she  is  in  trade  and  industry.  It  was  in 
order  to  combat  the  "  protectorate"  exercised  bv  the 
Russian  Discount  Loan  B.tnk  over  the  whole  finan- 
cial resources  of  the  country  that  the  Persian  Con- 
stitutional party  introduced  into  the  second  Medjlis 
a  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank 
(Banque-i-Milli)  with  an  initial  capital  of  15  million 
tumans. 

Concessions  in  Persia. 

Nor  is  there  any  doubt,  a?  far  as  railway  construction 
is  concerned,  that  even  without  the  formal  annexation 
of  Northern  Persia  all  the  railways  in  that  region  will 
find  themselves  in  the  hands  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment and  of  Russian  Concessionaires.  We  know, 
too,  that  by  the  agreenent  signed  by  the  Persian 
Ministers  and  the  Russan  engineer  Podgursky  on 
January  24th,  1913,  the  Discount  Loan  Bank  was 
granted  a  concession,  on  terms  most  advantageous  to 
Russian  financial  and  industrial  capital,  for  building 
a  railway  from  Djulfa  tp  Tabriz,  with  a  branch  to 
the  north-eastern  shore)  of  Lake  Urmia.  Russian 
industrialists  have  long'  possessed  a  monopoly  for 
working  the  coal,  oil,  zinc,  and  lead  deposits  in  the 
Karadag  province,  on  the  strength  of  a  concession 
obtained  from  the  Persian  Government  in  189S  by 
the  mining  firm  of  GoryaTOff  and  Enakieff.  ITirough 
the  concession  obtained  by  Podgursky  Russian 
capitalists  have  now  acquiied  the  sole  right  of  work- 
ing the  coal  and  lead  depsits  within  a  zone  of  60 
versts  not  only  on  both  sdes  of  the  Djulfa-Tabriz 
railway  (140  versts),  but  aso  of  its  proposed  exten- 
sion from  Tabriz  to  Krzvin  (435  versts).  Thus 
Russia  already  holds  the  nonopoly  for  working  the 
mineral  wealth  of  the  whob  of  Northern  Persia  from 
the  Russian  frontier  to  Kszvin,  to  the  extent  of  575 
versts — i.e.,  to  within  some  150  versts  from  Teheran, 
and  it  can  hardly  be  doubtd  that  the  third  section  of 
the  future  Djulfa-Teheran  line  will  likewise  fall  into 
her  hands. 

It  is  not  surprising,  tlieiefore,  that  it  is  just  these 
regions,  in  which  there  i;  10  danger  of  foreign  com- 
itiention  of  some  of  Russia's 
industrialists,  who  will  not 
th  Bulgaria,  Servia,  Monte- 
negro, and  other  countri:s  that  profess  the  Orthodox 
faith. 

If  the  scheme  of  the  shortest  route  to  Khiva  and 
Bokhara  by  the  construtioa  of  an  Alexandrov-Tay- 
Tcharduy  line  be  carieel  out,  Afghanistan,  like 
Persia,  will  in  its  turn  >egin  to  be  drawn  into  the 
Russian  orbit,  in  spite  c  all  resistance  on  the  part 
of  England. 

The  Promie  of  Mongolia. 
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Mongolian  Mining  Comany  (known  for  short  as  the 


'  Mongolor  ")  got  hold 
gold-mining  over  an  ar 
the  district  of  Khalkh 
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1  which  occupies  nearly  half 
and  this  at  a  time  before 
from  China.  In  1912  M. 
nsul-General  at  I'rga,  was 
at  the  concession  should  be 
the  Mongolian  Government, 
rdingly.  At  the  same  time 
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permission  to  prospecj 
to  the  Mongolor 


n  the  regions  not  made  over 


There  is  already  a  the  lapis  a  grand  project  of  a 
Trans- Mongolian  rail 'ay  which  is  to  unite  the  Atlantic 
with  the  Pacific.  If  'fare  to  believe  the  authors  of 
that  scheme,  no  othe  line  will  ever  possess  such 


•  Previous  articles  in  this  •  cs  appeared  on  March  nth,  ixth,  and 


universal  importance  as  a  railway  starting  from  Wir- 
ballen,  and  proceeding  via  Moscow,  Irkutsk,  and 
Myssovsk  across  the  Baikal,  Kyakhta,  'rga.  and 
Kalgan,  and  so  on  to  Peking  and  Tientsin.  This 
Trans-Mongolian  line  will  be  1,200  versts  shorter 
than  the  present  Trans-Manchurian  Rail  May. 

In  1909  capitalists  from  Kyakhta  obtained  the  right 
of  making  a  survey  for  the  construction  of  the  first 
section  of  the  future  gigantic  line— namely,  from 
Myssovsk  to  Kyakhta— entrusting  the  work  to  the 
engineers  Verbluneff,  Lushnikoff,  and  Sokoloff,  who 
reported  favourably.  The  cost  of  constructing  the 
branch  was  estimated  at  a  total  of  thirty  million 
roubles,  and  the  Siberian  Bank  of  Commerce  was 
willing  to  negotiate  a  loan  for  that  sum  on  condition 
that  the  Government  guaranteed  the  amount.  The 
scheme  of  a  Kyakhta  railway,  which  should  form  ai 
link  of  the  future  Trans-Mongolian  universal  line,  was 
considered  in  1909  by  a  special  commission  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Governor-General  of  Irkutsk,  and 
met  with  a  very  favourable  reception  ;  but  the  St. 
Petersburg  authorities  did  not  advance  the  matter. 
Anyhow,  we  now  have  a  "  universal  scheme  with 
regard  to  Mongolia,  aiming  at  the  transformation  of 
that  country  into  a  province  of  Russia  that  should 
provide  her  metal  indu-try  with  orders  and  her  banks 
with  dividends. 

A  8tillborn  Scheme. 

Realising  the  danger  of  Russia  exercising  a  financial 
and  industrial  protectorate  over  Mongolia,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Khutukhta,  like  that  of  Persia,  came 
forward  with  a  plan  of  a  National  Mongolian  Bank  ; 
but  that  is  clearly  a  stillborn  scheme.  In  the  mean- 
time the  Russian  Ministry  was  already  discussing  the 
question  of  establishing  a  Russian  Bank  with  branches 
in  all  the  important  centres  in  Mongolia.  It  is  quite 
obvious  that  the  operations  of  such  banks  in  so  poor 
a  country  as  Mongolia  could  not  be  considerable,  and 
that  Mongolia  is  of  no  value  as  a  market  for  Russian 
industry  ;  at  the  same  time  her  annexation  might 
prove  a  heavy  burden  on  Russia's  financial  and 
industrial  strength,  although  certain  financiers,  metal 
kings,  and  other  industrialists  would  gain  by  the 
establishment  of  an  industrial  and  financial  pro- 
tectorate. 

This  small  but  very  influential  handful  of  indus- 
trial sharks  are  naturally  greatly  interested  in  the 
energetic  development  of  the  "  Realpolitik "  of 
Asiatic  conquests  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  "  idealist " 
Near  Eastern  policy,  which  promises  nothing  for 
Russia  but  disappointments,  useless  conflicts,  and 
the  needless  danger  of  disturbing  public  peace  and 
order.  _  The3r  find  powerful  support  among  the 
metal  magnates,  the  whole  of  the  high  bureaucracy, 
and  the  nobility,  whose  foreign  policy  may  be 
summed  up  as  the  conquest  of  weak  neighbouring 
States  in  order  that  they  may  expropriate  their 
best  plots  of  land  and  transform  them  into  large 
private  estates,  together  with  the  export  to  these 
new  regions  not  of  Russia's  manufactures,  but  of  her 
superfluous  nobles  and  officials  who  have  failed  to 
find  a  snug  berth  at  home,  and  who  will  be  able  to 
•wax  fat  abroad  as  Governors,  Procureurs,  rural 
Commissaries  of  Police,  Gendarmerie  Captains,  and 
so  on. 

G.  Alexixsky. 

(To  be  continued.) 


YOUTHFUL  SUSPECTS. 


Five  Boys  Arrested  on  an  Unknown 
Charge. 


The  normally  placid  town  of  Homel,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Mohilev,  has  recently  been  disturbed  by  a 
number  of  searches  and  arrests  carried  out  by  order  of 
the  gendarmerie.  Five  of  the  arrested  persons  are  still 
in  custody,  the  eldest  of  them  being  a  boy  of  fifteen. 
Up  to  the  present  the  charge  against  them  is 
unknown,  but  the  arrests  are  supposed  to  be  due  to 
the  discovery  of  a  copy  of  an  appeal  purporting  to 
emanate  from  the  "  Homel  Group  of  Revolutionary 
Socialists.'' 

When  the  mother  of  one  of  the  arrested  boys 
petitioned  for  the  liberation  of  her  son  the  Captain 
of  Gendarmerie  replied  :  — 

"  If  you  live  long  enough,  and  he  manages  to  live 
through  his  confinement,  you  may  perhaps  some  day 
see  your  son  again." 


POLICE  SCANDALS. 


Under  the  direction  of  M.  Bulgakoff,  head  of  the 
Governor-General's  Chancellery,  an  inquiry  is  being 
conducted  into  the  conduct  of  the  Cnief  Commis- 
sioner of  Police  at  Kiev,  M.  Skalon,  who  is  charged 
with  acts  of  bribery  and  extorlion. 

It  is  stated  that  owners  of  cinematograph  theatres, 
restaurants,  and  cafes  chantants  have  been  systemati- 
cally terrorised  by  the  police.  The  cinematograph 
owners  have  had  to  pay  the  police  officials  regular 
salaries  under  the  threat  that  their  films  would  be 
prohibited. 


April  1,  1914. 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


51 


Darkest  Russia. 

(New  Series.) 

PUBLISHED    EVERY  WEDNESDAY. 

The  Editorial  and  Publishing  Offices  are  situated 
at  93-94,  Long  Acre,  W.C.,  to  which  all  communica- 
tions should  be  addressed. 

Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Neicol,  London." 

Telephone  :  370  Holborn. 

Annual  Subscription,  Home  and  Abroad  (post- 
free),  4s.  4d. 


r4  To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great 
sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Obom- 
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NOTES. 


Interpreting  the  Rescript. 

As  we  anticipated  last  week,  the  Tsar's 
Rescript  to  the  Premier  is  being  interpreted  by 
different  parties  in  different  ways,  to  suit  their 
own  political  views.  Thus  M.  Paul  Krupensky, 
the  leader  of  the  Centre  group  in  the  Duma, 
reads  in  it  a  warning  to  those  Ministers  who 
show  no  respect  for  the  law  and  no  inclination  to 
co-operate  with  the  Legislature.  He  further 
regards  it  as  an  intimation  to  the  Council  of 
State  that  it  must  work  hand  in  hand  with  the 
Duma,  and  finally  as  an  expression  of  censure 
addressed  alike  to  those  who  cherish  dreams  of 
Parliamentary  government  and  to  those  who  are 
antagonistic  towards  the  "  Constitutional "  regime. 
These  views  are  shared  by  many  Octobrists  of 
the  Centre  or  "  Zemstvo  "  wing.  The  deputies 
of  the  Right,  on  the  other  hand,  profess  to  find 
in  the  Rescript  a  warning  directed  against  those 
who  maintain  that  the  October  Manifesto  turned 
Russia  into  a  Constitutional  State.  We  shall 
not  attempt  to  argue  with  either  side,  but  await 
with  some  anxiety  the  declaration  of  policy 
-which  the  new  Premier,  M.  Goremykin,  is 
expected  to  make  in  the  Duma. 


Professor  Grimm  and  the  Upper  House. 

M.  Kasso's  attempt  to  control  the  member- 
ship of  the  Council  of  State  has  been  defeated 
in  that  House — which  has  never  been  known  to 
curb  his  repressive  activity  in  the  sphere  of 
education — by  a  majority  of  nearly  two  to  one. 
The  Minister  had  devised  a  very  clever  plan  for 
removing  one  of  his  most  damaging  critics  from 
the  U  pper  House.  Professor  Grimm  had  been 
elected  to  the  Legislature  as  a  representative  of 
Russian  learning,  and  he  showed  himself  true  to 
his  trust  by  denouncing  some  of  M.  Kasso's  more 
flagrant  attacks  upon  the  schools  and  universities. 
For  this  reason  he  was  summarily  deprived  of  his 
professorship,  and  therewith,  it  was  confidently 
thought,  he  lost  his  seat  in  the  Council  of  State. 
The  Council,  however,  was  quick  to  see  the  pre- 
posterous nature  of  this  claim.  If  it  were 
allowed,  the  Minister  of  Education  would  have  it 
in  his  power  to  exclude  any  professor  he  chose 
from  its  midst.  The  Church  authorities  might 
follow  suit,  and  remove  by  the  same  method  any 
ecclesiastic  who  incurred  their  dipleasure.  The 
Duma  has  consistently  upheld  the  view,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion itself,  that  an  elected  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature retains  his  seat  even  after  he  has  lost  the 
qualification  on  the  strength  of  which  he  stood 
as  a  candidate ;  indeed,  on  no  other  basis  could 
the  representatives  of  several  sections  of  the 
population  possibly  remain  in  the  Chamber  for  a 
single  day.  The  Council  of  State  has  now 
endorsed  this  view  in  a  very  important  parti- 
cular. It  is  to  be  gathered,  too,  that  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  whole  endorses  it,  since  not  one  of  M. 
Kasso's  colleagues  came  forward  to  defend  his 
glaringly  unconstitutional  claim. 


Why  Finland  has  been  "  Russified." 

A  striking  article  in  the  ( 'ourrier  Europeen 
throws  a  deal  of  light  upon  the  character  of  the 
campaign  now  being  carried  out  by  the  Russian 
authorities  in  Finland.  The  details  of  the 
military  movements  given  there  make  it  clear 
that  something  more  than  the  fortification  of  the 
Grand- Duchy  against  a  possible  attack  is  being- 
undertaken.  The  country  is  being  prepared  to 
act  as  a  base  for  offensive  operations,  palpably 
directed  against  Sweden.  On  this  point  the 
Swedes  themselves  are  under  no  illusion,  as 
their  grim  determination  to  strengthen  their 
armed  forces  plainly  tejstities.  This,  then, 
is  the  reason  why  Finland  is  being  russi- 
fied and  ruined.  She  is  to  be  the  tool  where- 
with, when  the  day  arrives,  the  peace  of  Europe 
is  to  be  broken.  She  has  been  deprived  of  her 
own  Army,  in  whose  place  an  ever-increasing 
horde  of  Russian  soldiers  has  been  poured  into 
her  territory.  Her  railways,  built  to  serve  the 
peaceful  needs  of  commerce,  have  been  given 
over  to  the  requirements  of  Russian  military 
movements,  and  thereby  Jier  business  interests 
have  suffered  serious  danjage.  From  a  quiet 
hive  of  industry  and  culture  she  has  been  turned 
into  an  armed  camp,  bristjling  with  engines  of 
war  that  produce  panic  iii  Sweden  and  a  most 
dangerous  attack  of  "  nerves  "  througout  Europe. 
Thus  the  ruin  of  Finland,' is  the  menace  of  the 
world's  peace. 


A  Ministry  of  Sport. 

The  creation  of  a  Russian  Ministry  of  Sport 
is  no  doubt  a  very  fine  anc  enlightened  thing. 
Russia's  youth  has  much  ta  gain  by  the  popu- 
larisation of  games  and  athletics,  and  by  the 
spread  of  that  healthy  spirit  which  should 
accompany  healthy  exercise.  The  official  world, 
too,  should  be  the  better  for  this  new  departure  ; 
perhaps  we  shall  no  longer  witness  the  edifyino- 
spectacle  of  a  football  match  being  stopped  by 
the  police  as  an  "  illegal  assembly. "  Neverthe- 
less we  cannot  help  harbou-ing  a  doubt  or  two 
as  to  the  complete  success  of  the  novel  project 
which  has  been  set  on  foot  There  are  so  many 
conditions  which,  unless  remedied,  are  bound  to 
prove  serious  obstacles.  The  physique  and 
stamina  of  the  people,  rhich  the  recruitino- 
statistics  of  the  past  few  jears  prove  to  be  sadly 
defective,,  cannot  be  imp 
organisation  and  encourag- 

1  '  O  -     v, 

ground  must  first  be  pre>ared  by  making  war 
upon  the  hideous  evils  of  starvation,  disease,  and 
drunkenness,  which  at  pre 
ing  havoc  throughout  th< 
admit  that,  as  the  resul! 
Rescript,  the  Government 
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present,  therefore,  we  shot.d  like  to  see  a  little 


more  spade-work  applied 


and  hear  a  little  less  talk  d  the  coping-stone. 


o. 

of  Frederic  Mistral 
en  the  careers  of  the 


Mistral  and  Shevtchen 

The  obituary  notices 
suggest  a  comparison  betw 
great  poet  of  Provence,  wtnse  loss  all  France  is 
deploring,  and  of  the  greai  poet  of  the  Ukraine, 
whose  centenary  could  nt  be  celebrated  the 
other  day  owing  to  the  pro 
Government.  Like  ShevtJhenko,  Mistral  set  out 
to  rehabilitate  his  native  tague  and  to  revive  its 
literary  glories.  That,  hoover,  is  not  the  only 
point  of  resemblance  betweei  the  two.  Provence, 
no  less  than  the  Ukraine,  on  look  back  upon  a 
stirring  national  history,  ad  can  recall  a  time 
when  she  was  an  independeit  country  ;  but  she 
resigned  her  independence  cE  her  own  free  will, 
whereas  the  Ukraine  was  feced  by  a  great  out- 


past.    But  it  is  too 
lung  as  to  either  the 
these  efforts,  and  in 
lave  a  colossal  task 
he  effects  of  genera- 
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to  the  foundations, 


rage,  and  in  defiance  of  the  most  solemn  pledges, 
into  submission  to  her  present  taskmasters.  In 
Provence,  as  in  the  Ukraine,  the  literary  move- 
ment gradually  developed  into  something  more — 
into  a  movement  that  stirred  the  national 
pulse  and  quickened  the  national  conscience. 
The  effects,  however,  were  very  different 
in  the  two  countries.  The  French  Government 
saw  no  harm  in  this  national  revival,  and 
allowed  its  authors  full  scope.  The  Russian 
authorities,  troubled  by  a  guilty  conscience,  at 
once  sought  to  suppress  it,  and  thereby  trans- 
formed it  into  something  more  menacing.  Mistral 
was  made  an  officer  of  the  Legion  of  Honour ; 
Shevtchenko  was  sent  to  prison.  The  two  men 
were  cast  in  almost  the  self-same  mould  ;  but  one 
lived  to  an  honoured  old  age  under  an  enlightened 
Administration,  and  the  other  was  tortured  to  an 
early  grave  by  a  Government  of  tyrants  and 
cowards. 

RUSSIAN    PRISON  LIFE. 


A  Comparison  with  Peru  and  the  Congo. 


We  have  received  a  copy  of  a  Dutch  work  on 
Russian  prisons  by  J.  I.  de  Haan,  published  in 
Amsterdam. 

The  book  is  the  result  of  a  visit  to  Russia  last 
summer,  which  the  author  undertook  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  on  the  spot  the  operation  of  the  Russian 
criminal  and  penitentiary  laws,  both  with  regard  to 
adult  and  juvenile  offenders.  At  the  outset  the 
central  authorities  in  St.  Petersburg  handed  him  two 
official  publications  on  the  subject,  with  the  request 
that  he  would  refer  to  them  in  his  contemplated 
work.  One  of  them  purported  to  be  an  account  of 
"  the  development  of  prison  organisation  and  of  the 
penitentiary  system  in  Russia  from  1905  to  ioio"a 
compilation  which  was  submitted  by  the  head  of  the 
Central  Russian  Prison  Administration,  M.  Khruleff 
to  the  International  Penitentiary  Congress  held  at 
Washington  in  19 10.  The  second  publication  was 
an  "official  denial"  of  "rumours  regarding  the 
alleged  oppression  of  those  confined  in  Russian 
prisons "  For  the  greater  part  it  was  an  extract 
from  the  first  publication,  but  it  also  contained  a 
defence  against  the  charges  levelled  by  Karl  Kautzky 
and  Prince  Kropotkin  with  regard  to  the  ill-treatment 
of  political  prisoners. 

M.  de  Haan  states  that  since  Prince  Kropotkin  is 
not  allowed  to  reside  in  Russia,  and  thus  is  dependent 
on  second-hand  evidence,  his  report  is  naturally 
liable  to  contain  some  minor  errors.  He  found 
however,  that  the  outrages  related  by  Prince 
Kropotkin  in  his  well-known  work,  The  Terror  in 
Russia,  came  much  nearer  the  truth  than  the  official 
publications  of  the  Russian  Government,  whose  errors 
were  wilful  and  deliberate. 

The  author  cites  one  or  two  instances  showing  how 
much  caution  is  required  in  making  use  of  Russian 
official  statistics. 

At  the  time  of  the  Russo-Japanese  War  an 
abnormally  large  number  of  dysentery  patients 
succumbed  through  the  neglect  of  hygienic  precau- 
tions. When  the  matter  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  Press  a  secret  telegram  was  despatched  to  the 
seat  of  war  forbidding  the  heads  of  the  military 
hospitals,  under  penalty  of  dismissal,  to  report  cases 
of  death  due  to  dysentery.  As  there  were  also  in 
existence  other  hospitals  founded  by  private  indi- 
viduals or  public  bodies  which  continued  to  °ive  the 
correct  figures  of  the  dysentery  victims  in  their  own 
institutions,  these  bodies  acquired  the  unmerited 
reputation  of  being  worse  equipped  than  the  Govern- 
ment hospitals. 

Similarly,  any  one  who  has  visited  Russian  prisons 
knows  what  value  is  to  be  attached  to  the  "  scrupu- 
lously verified  official  statements  "  referred  to  on  p.  13 
of  the  official  dementi,  according  to  which  among 
the  3,500  prisons  in  the  government  of  Irkutsk  there 
was  not  to  be  found  a  single  one  suffering  from  lung 
diseases.  On  a  par  with  this  is  the  official  state- 
ment to  the  effect  that  on  January  1st,  1910  there 
were  four  hospital  patients  in  the  fortress  of  Schlues- 
selburg,  and  that  among  them  there  was  not  a  sinale 
Ca?,eT°f  scurvy>  consumption,  or  nervous  complaints. 

"  The  political  prisoners  are  being  constantly  ill- 
treated,"  says  M.  de  Haan.  "  And  yet  there  is  no  real 
need  for  this,  since  the  kaiorga  and  exile  act  as 
surely  as  a  guillotine,  only  more  slowly.  If  only  a 
tenth  part  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  Russian  prisons 
and  in  Siberia  had  occurred  in  Peru,  the  Con«o  or 
the  Portuguese  colonies,  the  English  and  the  French 
Press  would  have  not  remained  silent  and  passive 
But  it  looks  as  if  Germany  had  deprived  the  French 
of  something  more  precious  than  Alsace-Lorraine— 
namely,  of  their  chivalry  and  sense  of  justice." 
[Some  further  extracts  from  the  book  are  cfiven  in 
'  our  leading  article.] 
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"  RITUAL  "  ECHOES. 


The  Anniversary  of   the  Yuschinsky 
Murder. 


The  Governor  of  Kiev  has  prohibited  the  delivery 
of  a  lecture  on  the  Yuschinsky  case,  on  the  third 
anniversary  of  the  murder,  by  the  notorious  Black 
Hundred  student  Golubeff.  The  Governor  considered 
such  a  function  to  be  likely  to  endanger  the  public 
peace. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Dvuglavy  Orel("  Two-Headed 
Eagle")  has  been  confiscated  because  it  contained 
not  only  incitements  to  pogroms,  but  also  insulting 
attacks  on  the  Governor  for  his  prohibition  of  Golu- 
beff's  lecture.  The  "  Unionists  "  managed,  however, 
to  circulate  a  large  number  of  copies  before  the 
confiscation  order  was  issued. 

On  the  anniversary  a  large  band  of  Black  Hundred 
agitators  gathered  at  the  grave  of  Yuschinsky,  where 
Golubeff  and  others  attempted  to  deliver  speeches, 
but  were  prevented  by  the  police.  Golubeff  himself 
and  the  editor  of  the  "  Two-headed  Eagle  "  are  to 
be  prosecuted  unter  Article  1034  of  the  Penal  Code 
for  circulating  false  information  concerning  Govern- 
ment officials. 

In  a  characteristic  article  headed  "  Beware  of 
Passover  Cakes  ! "  the  Zcmschina  warns  its  readers 
that  the  Jewish  feast  of  Passover  is  approaching  and 
,the  preparation  of  unleavened  cakes  is  being  hurried 
on  everywhere,  even  in  the  towns  and  townlets 
situate  outside  the  Pale.  Not  satisfied  with  devouring 
those  cakes  themselves,  says  the  journal,  the  Jews 
are  in  the  habit  of  inducing  Christians  to  eat  them 
for  the  purpose  of  "  contaminating  "  them  by  "  feed- 
ing them  on  the  blood  of  a  Christian  tortured  to 
death,  which  forms  a  necessary  ingredient  of  Pass- 
over cakes." 

The  alarming  effects  of  the  "ritual"  agitation 
were  illustrated  in  a  case  heard  on  March  23rd  before 
the  magistrate  for  the  50th  district  of  St.  Petersburg. 

On  November  6th  last,  while  the  Beilis  trial  was 
proceeding  at  Kiev,  a  writer  named  N.  O.  Linovsky 
and  his  son  came  out  of  a  house  near  the  Nicholas 
station,  leading  by  the  hand  a  girl  of  ten.  As  the 
girl  was  crying,  a  passer-by  named  Goreff  shouted 
out  that  the  Jews  were  abducting  a  Christian  girl, 
and  summoned  the  policeman  on  duty  to  take  them 
to  the  station.  Goreff  assured  the  crowd  which  had 
collected  that  the  girl  was  a  Russian,  and  her 
abductors  Jews.  In  reply  to  the  policeman's  ques- 
tions the  girl  stated  that  she  was  going  with  her 
father  and  her  brother.  Goreff  was  not  satisfied, 
however,  but  followed  M.  Linovsky,  repeating  his 
allegations.  The  crowd  took  Goreff's  part,  and 
expressed  their  feelings  very  forcibly.  The  parties 
therefore  went  to  the  police-station,  where  the  Com- 
missary, however,  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  draw 
up  any  report. 

The  St.  Petersburg  magistrate  now  found  Goreff 
guilty  under  Article  136  of  the  Penal  Code,  and  sen- 
tenced him  to  four  days'  imprisonment. 


THE    LENA  MASSACRE. 


THE    UKRAINIAN  MOVEMENT. 


The  Right  Nationalists  of  Kiev  have  telegraphed 
to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  requesting  him  to  put 
a  stop  once  for  all  to  the  "dangerous  "  work  of  the 
I  krainian  organisations,  clubs,  associations,  co-opera- 
tive societies,  bookstores,  and  newspapers.  These 
institutions,  they  declare,  are  merely  a  pretext  for 
gradually  accustoming  the  masses  to  the  idea  of  the 
necessity  of  detaching  South  Russia  from  the  Empire. 

At  a  Saratov  theatre  the  other  day,  a  Ukrainian 
company,  in  the  course  of  a  performance  in  celebra- 
tion of  the  Shevtchenko  centenary,  sang  the  poet's 
Zaponl,  whereupon  the  huge  audience  immediately 
rose  to  their  feet.  The  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Police,  who  was  present,  at  once  ordered  the 
spectators  to  sit  down,  threatening  to  bring  the  per- 
formance to  a  close  if  they  disobeyed. 

The  High  Court  of  Kiev  has  ordered  the  release  of 
10,000  copies  of  Shevtchenko's  Kobzar,  which  were 
confiscated  by  the  Press  Committee  on  the  eve  of 
the  Shevtchenko  anniversary. 


RUSSIA    AND  FINLAND. 


It  is  reported  that,  before  its  discussion  by  the 
Council  of  Ministers,  the  Bill  for  the  annexation  of 
the  Finnish  parishes  of  Kivinebb,  Xykyrka,  and 
Terrioki  to  the  government  of  St.  Petersburg  is  to 
be  considered  by  a  special  commission,  of  which  M. 
Goremykin  is  to  be  appointed  Chairman.  According 
to  the  Pclerburf>ski  Kurycr,  the  appointment  of  the 
new  commission  is  the  result  of  a  difference  of 
opinion  with  regard  to  the  Hill  on  the  part  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  M.  Schcglevitoff,  and  the  Minister 
of  Finance,  M.  Bark. 


Discordant  Ministerial  Replies   to  Duma 
Interpellation. 


Last  Wednesday  the  Ministerial  replies  were 
delivered  in  the  Duma  to  the  interpellation  regarding 
the  responsibility  for  the  Lena  massacre  of  two 
years  ago.  The  statements  made  certainly  showed 
no  trace  of  that  Cabinet  unity  the  necessity  of  which 
was  expatiated  upon  in  the  recent  Imperial  Rescripts. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  representatives  of  the 
Departments  of  Commerce  and  of  the  Interior  flatly 
contradicted  one  another  in  their  speeches. 

While  even  the  comparatively  mild-spoken  explana- 
tions of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry,  M.  Tima- 
sheff,  were  received  with  stony  silence,  the  truculent 
statements  of  the  Assistant  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
M.  Zolotareff,  aroused  deep  indignation.  In  effect, 
they  merely  presented  a  variation  of  the  famous 
dictum  of  the  ex-Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Maka- 
roff,  who  declared  at  the  time  of  the  massacre  ;  "  So 
it  has  been,  and  so  it  always  will  be. " 

M.  Timasheff  frankly  admitted  the  justice  of 
Senator  Manukhin's  condemnation  of  the  conditions 
of  labour  that  prevailed  on  the  Lena  goldfields,  and 
described  the  subsequent  modifications  as  an  endea- 
vour to  restore  a  lawful  state  of  affairs.  Thus  he 
recognised  by  implicat  on  the  unlawful  nature  of  the 
conditions  which  had  jfd  up  to  the  catastrophe.  M. 
Timasheff  likewise  pleaded  that,  if  Captain  Treschen- 
koff  alone  had  been  prosecuted,  it  was  merely  be- 
cause the  clearly  illegitimate  acts  of  the  others  could 
not  be  brought  under  the  operation  of  the  Criminal 
Code,  although  he  added  that  the  proceedings  at  the 
trial  of  Treschenkoff  might  reveal  the  existence  of 
other  criminals  against  whom  proceedings  would  be 
taken. 

Although  obviously  regarded  as  unsatisfactory  by 
the  majority  of  the  Duma,  the  explanations  of  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry  nevertheless  pro- 
duced the  impressioi  that  the  Government  was 
sensible  of  the  exceptional  gravity  of  the  Lena 
tragedy.  This  impression,  however,  was  utterly 
dispelled  by  the  tone  taken  by  the  Assistant  Minister 
of  the  Interior. 

M.  Zolotareff  had  not  a  single  word  of  blame  for 
the  state  of  things  prevailing  on  the  Lena  goldfields, 
which  had  been  condemned  not  only  by  the  Imperial 
Special  Commissioner, Senator  Manukhin,  but  even  by 
the  colleague  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  M. 
Zolotareff  actually  to>k  it  upon  himself  to  declare 
before  the  Duma  that  the  Lena  Company  could  not 
possibly  have  granted  the  increase  of  wages  demanded 
by  the  miners. 

Still  more  general  indignation  was  caused  by  M. 
Zolotareff's  justilicatioi  of  the  massacre,  which,  he 
declared,  could  only  have  been  prevented  if  the 
repressive  measures  demanded  by  the  police  had 
been  carried  out  earlier.  Although  the  strike  was 
due  to  economic  causes,  the  acts  of  the  Strike  Com- 
mittee could  not  be  tohrated.  If  all  the  strike  leaders 
had  been  arrested  in  tme  the  events  of  April  17th, 
1912,  would  not  have  occurred.  Although  Senator 
Manukhin  had  institated  a  prosecution  against 
Captain  Treschenkoff,  it  would  be  for  the  Court  that 
was  to  try  the  case  to  say  whether  it  had  been  possible 
to  prevent  a  catastrophe,  caused  either  by  the  crowd 
rushing  upon  the  unarned  troops,  or  by  the  move- 
ment that  had  actually  occurred. 

The  last  remark  was  received  with  loud  protests 
from  the  Left.    The  debate  was  continued. 


NONCONFORMIST  GRIEVANCES. 


JEWS   AS  SHAREHOLDERS. 


Commercial   Csnference  to  Petition 
Against  Restrictions. 

A  largely-attended  Conference  of  representatives 
of.  industry  and  commerce,  held  in  St.  Petersburg  on 
March  23rd,  unanimoisly  decided  to  send  a  deputa- 
tion to  the  Minister  ofCommerce  for  the  purpose  of 
pointing  out  that  the  imposed  restrictions  on  Jewish 
participation  in  joiit  stock  companies  would 
undoubtedly  impede  the  development  of  native 
industries,  thereby  increasing  Russia's  general 
dependence  on  foreigi  industries,  while  the  arrest  of 
the  influx  of  privat  capital  would  threaten  the 
country  with  unemployment  and  a  new  economic 
crisis. 

The  reporter,  M.  X>vosseloff,  informed  the  meet- 
ing that  at  the  present  moment  the  Articles  of 
Association  of  some  00  joint  stock  companies  were 
being  held  up  at  the  linistry  of  Commerce  owing  to 
the  difficulties  raised  ty  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior. 
The  officials  of  the  atter  department  feared  that 
among  the  holders  \>f  bearer  shares  there  might 
be  Jews  who  were  i>t  entitled  to  hold  real  estate 
outside  the  Pale  of  Sdtlement. 


Religious  Instruction  for  Baptist  Children 
Prohibited. 


The  Evangelical  Christians  of  St.  Petersburg  have 
received  a  communication  from  their  co-religionists 
at  Nikopol,  in  the  government  of  Ekaterinoslav, 
who  are  greatly  distressed  by  the  fact  that  they  are 
not  allowed  to  impart  religious  instruction  to  their 
children. 

In  1912  the  Governor  of  Ekaterinoslav  issued  a 
circular  to  the  effect  that  children  should  not  be 
admitted  to  Baptist  meetings.  The  local  police, 
without  considering  to  whose  children  the  order 
referred,  extended  its  application  to  the  Baptists' 
own  children.  On  September  1st  of  that  year  their 
meeting-place  was  attended  by  two  Orthodox  mis- 
sionaries. In  the  missionaries'  company  were  two 
Orthodox  boys,  who  forced  their  way  into  the  meet- 
ing-hall. On  the  ground  of  the  disorder  thus  created 
the  authorities  stopped  the  service,  and  the  Baptists 
were  forbidden  in  future  to  take  their  own  children 
to  their  prayer-meetings. 

On  the  following  day  the  whole  community  sent  a 
petition  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  requesting 
permission  to  hold  Sunday  services  for  children.  In 
reply  they  were  required  to  draw  up  rules  for  chil- 
dren's meetings  on  the  model  of  specimen  regulations 
previously  sanctioned  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior. 
The  Baptists  did  so,  but  received  another  refusal  on 
the  ground  that  the  rules  drafted  by  them  differed 
from  the  standard  rules. 

A  third  petition  was  sent,  requesting  permission  to 
hold  the  meetings  in  accordance  with  the  standard 
rules.  This  was  refused  once  more  on  the  ground 
that  the  proposed  regulations  had  not  been  sub- 
mitted. For  a  fourth  time  the  Baptists  sent 
in  a  petition,  accompanied  this  time  by  all  the 
documents  required.  In  reply  they  were'informed 
that  their  request  could  not  be  complied  with, 
because  "the  organisers  of  the  proposed  servicpsand 
meetings  were  persons  who  had  been  convicted  of 
propagating  their  doctrine  among  the  Orthodox." 

As  the  community  includes  two  hundred  children, 
the  parents  feel  very  keenly  the  deprivation  of  the 
right  to  arrange  for  their  religious  education. 

At  Tula  a  man  named  Serebryakoff  and  his  wife  have 
been  sentenced  by  the  circuit  session  of  the  High  Court 
of  Moscow  to  nine  days'  imprisonment  in  a  fortress 
for  failure  to  baptise  their  children.  The  Serebrya- 
koffs  pleaded  that  they  belonged  to  the  Evangelist 
sect,  who  hold  that  baptism  should  be  undergone  by 
adults  when  they  are  in  a  position  to  realise  the 
significance  of  the  ceremony. 


The  appointment  if  M.  Plehve  as  an  Assistant 
Minister  of  the  I  nterio)  has  been  officially  announced. 


Bishop  Anatolius,  whose  election  as  deputy  for 
Odessa  was  recently  denounced  in  the  Duma  as 
illegal,  has  declared  his  intention  of  not  resigning  his 
seat. 

For  the  crime  of  belonging  to  the  Central  Com-  i 
mittee  of  the  Russian  Zionist  Organisation  six  Jews  1 
have  been  tried  and  sentenced  at  Wilna  to  terms  of 
imprisonment  ranging  from   forty  days  to  three 
months. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  issued  a  circular  ' 
to  the  provincial  Governors  warning  them  to  keep 
strictly  within  the  law  when  expelling  Jews  whose 
right  of  residence  is  questioned,  since  the  Ministry 
has  frequently  had  to  cancel  expulsion  orders  illegally 
issued  by  Governors. 

Professor  Baudouin  de  Courtenay  has  exhorted  his 
student  sympathisers  to  abstain  from  their  proposed 
protests  against  his  recent  condemnation,  on  the 
ground  that  a  sentence  pronounced  by  any  Court 
should  be  respected,  and  public  demonstrations 
against  it  are  improper. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  central  body  of  the 
Archangel  Michael  Union,  a  Black  Hundred  organi- 
sation, M.  Purishkevitch  made  the  announcement 
that  both  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Nicholas 
Maklakoff,  and  the  Minister  of  Communications,  M. 
Kukhloff,  were  honorary  members  of  the  Union. 

By  order  of  the  Governor  of  Grodno,  a  lady 
teacher  of  Yassilkov  has  been  sent  to  prison  for  a 
month  for  teaching  children  to  read  Polish.  The 
owner  of  the  house  in  which  the  class  was  held  has 
been  subjected  to  the  same  penalty,  while  sixteen 
parents  of  the  children  who  attended  have  been  sen- 
tenced to  a  fortnight's  imprisonment. 

At  Jitomir,  in  Yolhynia,  a  Jew  named  Baron  was 
entertaining  his  relatives  and  friends  on  the  occasion 
of  the  feast  of  Purim,  when  the  house  was  raided  by 
the  police,  who  charged  those  present  with  holding 
an  unauthorised  meeting.  Subsequently  the  alleged 
delinquents  were  dealt  with  administratively  and 
sentenced  to  a  month's  imprisonment  each,  without 
the  option  of  a  fine,  while  the  host  himself  was  sent 
to  prison  for  three  months.  Among  the  thirty-three 
condemned  persons  were  a  woman  of  sixty  and  a  girl 
of  fourteen. 
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THE    POLICY    OF  HATE, 


Last  week  we  reproduced  some  of  the  biting 
criticisms  passed  by  Prince  Meschersky  on  the 
proceedings  at  the  United  Nobility  Conference, 
and  more  particularly  on  the  agitation  for  a 
more  thoroughgoing  persecution  of  the  Finns 
and  the  Jews.  This  week  we  see  that  the 
veteran  Conservative  statesman  has  returned  to 
the  charge  against  the  exponents  of  a  policy  of 
race-hatred,  devoting  his  attention  this  time  to 
the  Nationalist  party.  Both  these  denunciations 
derive  considerable  weight,  not  merely  from  their 
intrinsic  worth,  but  also  from  the  circumstances 
of  their  authorship.  Prince  Meschersky  is,  in 
politics,  a  Reactionary  sans  phrase.  He  has  no 
use  for  a  Constitution  in  Russia,  where  he  would 
like  to  see  a  return  to  the  days  of  the  old  Auto- 
cracy. He  is  further  reputed  to  stand  high  in 
the  counsels  of  the  Tsar.  His  political  obscurant- 
ism, however,  does  not  blind  him  to  the  count- 
less social  evils  from  which  his  country  suffers, 
and  his  pen  has  always  been  fearless  in  striking 
at  the  abuses  fostered  by  the  bureaucracy  and 
in  exposing  the  character  of  the  "  Black  Hun- 
dred "  policy,  with  its  vile  appeals  to  prejudice 
and  passion.  It  will  be  remembered,  for 
instance,  that  at  the  time  of  the  Beilis  prosecu- 
tion ho  displayed  a  sturdy  opposition  to  the 
Blood  Accusation  campaign.  For  this  reason 
Prince  Meschersky  and  his  well-known  paper, 
the  CfrajdcCnin,  have  for  many  years  been  im- 
portant factors  in  Russian  affairs. 

The  policy  of  race-hatred  which  the  Russian 
Nationalists  pursue,  and  of  which  Prince  Mesch- 
ersky instances  several  recent  manifestations, 
is  not  unknown  in  the  history  of  other  countries 
with  a  composite  population.  It  is  seldom  a 
sincere  expression  of  feeling,  being  generally 
influenced  by  self-seeking  motives  and  based  on 
claims  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  advance  by 
appeals  to  pure  reason  or  equity.  In  Russia  it 
has  even  less  apparent  justification  than  in  most 
other  States.  The  Russian  Empire  is  composed 
of  a  very  great  number  of  different  races  and 
nationalities ;  in  addition  to  the  so-called  Great 
Russians,  there  are  Poles,  Finns,  Ukrainians, 
Jews,  Lithuanians,  Caucasians,  Germans,  and 
many  others.  Of  this  conglomerate  mass  the 
Great  Russians,  who  call  themselves  the 
"  real "  Russians  (although  that  title  may  be 
more  properly  claimed  by  the  Ukrainians),  do 
not  number  fifty  per  cent.  Apart,  therefore, 
from  the  disastrous  consequences  of  the  Nationa- 
list agitation,  it  is  preposterous  in  the  extreme  to 
claim  special  and  exclusive  privileges  for  this  one 
section  of  the  Russian  people,  and  to  preach  the 
doctrine  of  hatred  and  oppression  against  an 
actual  majority  of  the  population. 

But  even  among  the  "real"  Russians  the 
Nationalists  form,  in  point  of  numbers,  but  an 
insignificant  fraction.  For  the  most  part  their 
ranks  are  composed  of  the  members  of  the 
bureaucracy — Governors,  District  Captains, 
police  officials,  and  tchiuovniks  of  every  grade. 
These  people  have  a  distinct  interest  in  encour- 
aging the  creed  of  their  party,  for  it  is  upon 
oppression  and  persecution  that  their  careers  are 
founded.  How  slight,  however,  is  their  following 
in  the  country  is  proved  by  the  smallness  of  their 
representation  in  the  Duma.  In  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  electoral  laws  have  been  mutilated 


so  as  to  give  an  overwhelming  preponderance  to 
the  votes  of  the  Conservative  classes,  and  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  officials — Nationalists  to 
a  man — exercised  all  maaner  of  illegal  pressure 
and  violence  to  secure  the  election  of  their  own 
nominees,  in  the  present  Duma  the  Nationalist 
party  represents  but  a  fifth  of  the  total 
number  of  deputies,  and  all  the  parties  of  the 
Right  between  them  do  not  command  a 
majority.  It  is  not,  therefore,  from  its  numbers 
that  this  political  organisation  derives  its 
strength  and  its  menace  ;  the  danger  lies  in  the 
fact  that  practically  the  whole  body  of  Govern- 
ment officials,  including  even  several  members  of 
the  Cabinet,  is  wedded  to  its  policy.  The  Tsar 
has  lately  issued  an  appeal  for  reconciliation  and 
harmonious  work  for  the  progress  of  the  Russian 
nation.  But,  as  Prince  Meschersky  insists,  the 
greatest  impediment  to  the  realisation  of  that 
desire  is  afforded  by  the  Nationalists  themselves, 
who  are  "raining  Russia  to  the  strains  of  the- 
national  hymn."  It  is  but  a  few  days  since  the 
effects  of  their  baleful  influence  were  witnessed 
in  Kiev,  where  by  prohioiting  the  Shevtchenko 
celebrations  the  authorities  did  their  best  to  pro- 
voke a  furious  outburst.  The  Tsar  still  retains 
many  of  the  powers  of  an  autocrat  Will  he  not 
employ  them  to  serve  t  le  cause  for  which  he 
pleads  by  purging  the  G  o  vernment  of  its  Nation- 
alist members  ?    That  .^ould  be  a  beginning: 
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which  might  have  important  and  beneficent 
consequences. 


SCIENCE    IN  FETTERS. 


How  Russia  is  being  Deprived  of  her 
Leading  Scholars. 

In  the  course  of  a  Duma  debate  on  the  Govern- 
ment's proposal  to  found  a  special  Agricultural  Insti- 
tute for  the  North-Western  provinces,  M.  Roditcheff 
(Cadet)  vigorously  attacked  M.  Kasso's  educational 
policy. 

"  It  is  easy,"  he  said,  "  to  decree  the  establishment 
of  a  higher  Agricultural  Institute  ;  but  such  an  insti- 
tution needs  professors.  Now  have  the  necessary 
conditions  been  created  in  the  country  for  securing 
a  supply  of  teachers  ?  Have  you  already  forgotten 
that  the  chair  of  physics  at  Moscow  University  was 
taken  away  from  a  great  scientist  of  European  repu- 
tation and  entrusted  to  a  Land  Captain  ?  The  most 
pressing  necessity  for  the  present  is  to  restore  in 
Russia  the  possibility  of  superior  instruction  and 
scientific  work  at  the  Universities.  I  heartily  cheered 
the  speech  delivered  by  the  Minister  of  Education  at 
the  opening  of  the  French  Institute  in  St.  Petersburg, 
when  he  welcomed  free  scientific  research.  It  turns 
out,  however,  that  the  Minister  of  Education  is  an 
advocate  of  free  research  only  in  the  French  language 
and  only  for  France,  while  at  home  he  advocates 
the  free,  unchecked,  and  shameless  coercion  of  the 
scientific  forces  of  Russia.  How  is  science  to  prosper 
when,  under  the  plea  of  benefiting  instruction,  pro- 
minent savants  are  transferred  to  places  where  they 
cannot  instruct  ?  Do  you  think  it  easy  to  find 
scientists  and  scholars  when  they  are  treated  as 
Professor  Grimm  was  treated  ? 

"  Remember  that  in  tire  first  place  it  is  necessary 
to  bring  back  to  Russia  those  scientists  whom  the 
Minister  of  Education,  whose  very  name  stands  for 
indecency,  has  expelled  from  the  Russian  Univer- 
sities." 

M.  Roditcheff's  speech  was  repeatedly  interrupted 
by  the  Right,  whose  leader,  M.  Zamyslovsky,  was  so 
obstreperous  that  he  had  to  be  excluded  from  the 
Duma  for  two  sittings. 


Another  consultation  between  Ministers  and 
members  of  the  Duma  is  expected  to  take  place 
shortly.  This  time,  it  is  stated,  the  meeting  will  be 
held  not  in  the  Taurida  Palace,  but  in  the  Maria 
Palace,  the  seat  of  the  Council  of  the  Empire,  some 
of  whose  members  are  also  to  be  invited  to  attend. 


THE   NATIONALIST  PERIL. 


Scathing  Attack  by  a  Leading 
Conservative. 


In  the  Conservative  Grajdanin  Prince  Meschersky 
follows  up  his  denunciation  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
recent  United  Nobility  Conference  by  criticising  the 
reckless  and  self-seeking  agitation  of  the  Nationalists. 
The  latter,  he  points  out,  enjoy  the  support  of  the 
authorities,  and  there  are  even  Nationalists  in  the 
Cabinet.  The  Minister  of  Communications,  for 
instance,  so  far  from  concealing  his  connection  with 
the  "  gang,"  makes  an  ostentatious  display  of  his 
sympathy  in  telegrams  intended  for  publication. 
Even  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  has  not  always 
escaped  being  influenced  by  the  Nationalist  organ, 
the  Novoc  Vremya,  especially  with  regard  to  Slavonic 
questions  ;  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  whole 
of  Russia,  headed  by  the  Tsar,  has  severed  its  con- 
nection with  the  Slav  nations,  for  whose  sake  it  has 
no  wish  to  endanger  peaceful  relations  with  its 
neighbours. 

Nationalist  Intrigues. 

In  Kiev,  continues  the  writer,  where  during  the 
sixty  years  for  which  his  memory  goes  back  he  has 
never  heard  of  any  revolutionary  sentiments 
cherished  by  the  Ukrainians  towards  Russia,  the 
stupid  Nationalists  persuaded  the  Governor-General, 
who  according  to  their  boast  was  under  their  thumb, 
to  prohibit  the  Shevtchenko  celebrations  under  the 
pretext  that  there  was  a  conspiracy  to  make  use  of 
the  celebrations  for  the  purpose  of  detaching  the 
Ukraine  from  Russia.  The  Governor  of  Kiev,  M. 
Sukovkin,  gave  the  lie  to  the  allegations  that  the  Kiev- 
demonstrations  were  of  a  seditious  character,  but  the 
Novoe  Vremya  persisted  in  its  fabrications,  against 
which  the  Governor-General,  M.  Trepoff,  failed  to 
support  the  action  of  his  subordinate. 

In  the  same  South-Western  region,  at  the  last 
General  Election,  the  Governor  of  Podolia,  Count 
Ignatieff,  ordered  all  the  District  Marshals  of  Nobility 
to  see  that  no  one  was  elected  to  the  Duma  except 
by  order  of  the  Nationalist  leader,  M.  Balashoff.  In 
the  Council  of  the  Empire  itself  the  Nationalists 
recently  contrived  to  defeat  the  clause  in  the  Polish 
Municipalities  Bill  by  which  the  Tsar  had  sanctioned 
the  use  of  the  Polish  language  in  the  Town  Councils 
of  the  Vistula  region. 

Creating  Enemies. 

Prince  Meschersky  declares  that  the  crass  folly  of 
the  Nationalists,  who  are  bent  on  creating  new 
internal  enemies  for  Russia  and  her  Sovereign,  and 
strengthening  her  present  foes  for  the  sake  ot  their 
own  personal  interest,  is  becoming  infectious,  and  is 
all  the  more  dangerous  because  its  authors  rind 
support  in  Government  circles. 

After  a  reference  to  the  ill-advised  expedition  to 
Galicia  undertaken  by  a  gang  of  Nationalists  headed 
by  Count  Bobrinsky,  the  writer  concludes  : — 

"  Every  sensible  Russian  must  ask  himself:  What 
sort  of  tranquillity  can  exist  in  Russia,  and  how, 
under  these  conditions,  can  we  arrive  at  that  favour- 
able moment  of  pacification  which  is  so  necessary  for 
the  execution  by  the  Government  of  its  tasks  in  con- 
nection with  the  revival  of  Russia  and  her  people's 
prosperity,  in  accordance  with  the  announcement 
made  in  the  Sovereign's  message  ? 

Worse  than  Kevolutionaries. 

"  It  is  clear  to  every  devoted  son  of  Russia  and  to 
every  servant  of  the  Monarch  that,  so  long  as  a 
single  Nationalist  remains  in  the  Government,  it  is 
not  the  Jews,  Finns,  Poles,  Ukrainians,  or  Buddhists 
who  will  prove  an  obstacle  to  fruitful  work  for  the 
realisation  of  the  Sovereign's  sacred  will,  but  the 
Nationalists  alone.  They  are  worse  than  the  hooli- 
gans and  revolutionaries,  because  they  are  ruining 
Russia  to  the  strains  of  the  national  hymn,  and  under 
the  mask  of  a  false  devotion  to  the  Throne,  and  in  so 
doing  they  are  being  assisted  by  members  of  the 
Government." 

It  is  rumoured  that  General  Tolmatcheff,  the 
notorious  ex-Prefect  of  Odessa,  is  to  be  appointed 
Governor  of  Kiev  in  place  of  M.  Sukovkin,  who  has 
incurred  the  wrath  of  the  Nationalists  and  the  Black 
Hundred  for  his  refusal  to  countenance  their  anti- 
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Ukrainian  conspiracy  and  to  allow  the  delivery  of 
pogrom  incitements  over  the  grave  of  Yuschinsky. 

The  Black  Hundred  student  Golubeff,  one  of  the 
pillars  of  the  scandalous  Two-headed  Eagle  Organi- 
sation, has  gone  to  St.  Petersburg  in  order  to  pro- 
voke hostility  in  influential  quarters  against  so 
"  unpatriotic  "a  Governor. 


"  THE   EMBODIMENT   OF  RACE 
HATRED/' 

Plain  Words  to  a  Provincial  Governor. 

The  Grajdanih  publishes  the  following  letter, 
addressed  to  Governor  Muratoff,  of  Kursk,  from  a 
correspondent  who  signs  himself  "  A  Russian 
Man  "  :— 

"  Your  Excellency — 

"  I  am  addressing  myself  to  you  as  to  the  best- 
known,  the  most  striking,  and  most  energetic 
embodiment  of  hatred  of  alien  races  in  general,  and 
of  Jews  in  particular. 

"  I  beg  to  put  to  you  this  question  :  Do  you  really 
think  that  you  can  found  a  splendid  career  on  the 
tears,  the  grief,  and  the  despair  of  those  whom  you 
wrong  without  pity,  and  frequently  without  cause, 
and  by  making  hatred  a  guiding  principle  of  the 
policy  pursued  by  the  representative  of  the  Tsar's 
authority  in  your  province  ?  To  us,  the  devoted 
servants  of  the  Tsar,  it  appears  that  you  are  making 
a  mistake  in  choosing  such  a  road  to  a  career,  since 
we  feel  and  believe  that  our  Tsar  is  governing  his 
people  with  a  soul  that  thirsts  for  justice,  truth,  and 
mercy  towards  all  his  loyal  subjects. 

"  It  also  appears  to  us  that  a  painful  old  age 
awaits  you  unless  you  come  to  your  senses  and 
realise  that  it  is  preferable  to  do  too  much  good 
twice  over  for  the  sake  of  love  than  to  do  too  much 
cruelty  once  for  the  sake  of  hatred." 


A   BISHOP'S  CHRISTIANITY. 


The  Jews  as  the  Instrument  of  the  Devil. 


Profiting  by  the  hospitality  of  the  Zemscliina, 
Bishop  Alexis,  of  the  diocese  of  Saratov  and  Tsaritsin, 
enlarges  in  an  article  contributed  to  that  journal  on 
the  subject  of  a  lecture  recently  delivered  by  him 
before  the  Christian  Fellowship  of  Young  Students. 
The  following  extract  from  the  article,  which  is 
entitled  "  Antichrist  and  the  Jews,"  will  give  some 
idea  of  the  nature  of  the  Christian  spirit  that  the 
Bishop  inculcates  among  his  juvenile  audiences  : — 

"  If  you  but  consider  the  history  of  this  people 
after  the  advent  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  you  cannot 
but  perceive  that  they  are  employed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Devil,  who  is  the  enemy  of  Christ  and  the  Chris- 
tians, as  an  instrument  for  realising  some  special 
purposes  of  his  own  ;  that  this  people  harbours  some 
ominous  secret  that  is  terrible  and  destructive  to  the 
Christian  world  ;  that  at  some  unlucky  day  it  will 
present  the  Christian  world  with  such  a  surprise  as 
will  cause  men  to  cry  out  in  terror  :  '  Ye  mountains, 
fall  upon  us  and  cover  us  up.'  This  surprise  is  the 
Antichrist  whom  the  Devil  will  raise  up  from  among 
the  Jewish  people." 


COUNT  WITTE. 


Rumours  of  Impending  Return  to  Power. 

It  is  now  being  freely  prophesied  in  the  Russian 
Press  that  the  new  Minister  of  Finance,  M.  Bark,  will 
shortly  retire,  and  will  be  succeeded  by  Count  Witte, 
who  was  M.  Kokovtsoft's  predecessor  in  that  office. 
On  March  27th  a  meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
attended  by  the  Premier,  was  held  at  the  residence 
of  Count  Witte,  who  severely  criticised  the  policy 
pursued  by  M.  Kokovtsoff  during  the  past  ten  years, 
and  commented  at  considerable  length  on  the  insuffi- 
cient amount  of  the  gold  reserves  held  by  the 
Imperial  Bank. 


SENATE    REFORM  BILL. 

bi-cussing  the  amendments  introduced  into  the 
Senate  Reform  Bill  during  the  second  reading  debate, 
the  Judicial  Reforms  Committee  of  the  Duma  re- 
jected the  Cadet  amendment  in  favour  of  subjecting 
the  President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  to  the 
control  of  the  Senate. 

The  Committee,  however,  adopted  Count  Bennig- 
sen's  amendment  by  which  the  control  of  the  Senate 
is  extended  to  ukases,  circulars,  and  orders  issued  by 
the  President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers,  and  the 
Senate  is  authorised  to  point  out  to  the  Premier  any 
illegalities  that  may  be  contained  therein. 

The  Committee  also  passed  an  amendment  for 
the  alteration  of  Clause  1 26  of  the  Bill,  in  the  sense 
of  depriving  the  Senate  of  the  right  to  veto  the 
appointment  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  on  the  ground 
of  "political  untrustworthincss,  on  the  application 
of  the  local  authorities. 


INTERNATIONAL  KIDNAPPING. 

How   a  Russian    Political    Prisoner  was 
Trapped. 

The  following  tale,  strange  though  it  may  appear 
to  English  readers,  is  unhappily,  in  its  essentials,  a 
very  ordinary  occurrence  from  the  Russian  point  of 
view.  It  is  the  story  of  the  extradition  of  a  Russian 
political  refugee,  M.  Alexis  Bessel-Yinogradoff,  who 
was  arrested  at  Uskub  on  February  27th,  1914,  and 
delivered  up  to  Russia  by  the  Servian  Government 
with  the  complicity  of  Greece.  The  European  Press 
has  already  published  some  particulars  of  the  affair, 
and  these  I  have  verified  by  a  personal  inquiry, 
and  by  an  interview  with  Madame  Bessel-Yinogra- 
doff, the  victim's  wife. 

Escape  from  Siberia. 

M.  Alexej  Pavlovitch  Yinogradoff,  a  member  of 
the  Russian  Revolutionary  Socialist  party,  was  arrested 
in  Russia,  in  1906,  for  a  "  political  offence.''  His 
comrades  effected  his  flight  from  prison,  and  on  that 
occasion  some  one — not  M.  Yinogradoff — killed  one 
of  the  guards  in  the  fusillade  that  followed  the  dis- 
covery. After  the  lapse  of  a  few  months  M.  Yino- 
gradoff was  caught,  and  in  1907  was  condemned  to 
four  years'  hard  labour  for  the  crime  of  escaping 
from  prison.  He  was  deported  to  Siberia,  and  for  some 
time  worked  with  other  convicts  on  the  construction 
of  the  famous  road  through  the  Amur  region.  In 
1909  he  managed  to  effect  hi s  escape  to  Europe, 
and  settled  in  Paris,  where  he  took  no  part  in  the 
political  life  of  the  Russian  colony,  but  peacefully 
followed  his  studies  at  the  Ecole  Electrotechnique, 
leaving  the  school  with  a  diploma  last  year,  when  he 
found  employment  with  a  Parisian  manufacturer.  In 
order  to  avoid  the  unwelcome  attentions  of  the 
Russian  secret  police,  M.  Yinogradoff  passed  in  Paris 
under  the  name  of  Bessel,  and  subsequent  events 
have  shown  that  this  precaution  was  by  no  means 
superfluous. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year  a  Russian  engineer, 
M.  Krokos,  invited  M.  Bessel-Yinogradoff  to  accom- 
pany him  to  Uskub  in  connection  with  some  electro- 
technical  work  there.  M.  Yinogradoff  accepted, 
left  Paris  on  February  16th,  and  arrived  at  Uskub  on 
the  21st.  Six  days  later  he  was  arrested,  but  at  first 
neither  he  nor  his  wife,  who  lives  in  Paris,  knew  the 
reasons  for  his  arrest.  Having  received  no  news  of 
her  husband  for  several  days,  Madame  Yinogradoff 
became  anxious,  and  tehsgraphed  to  M.  Krokos.  She 
received  no  reply,  and  an  application  to  the  Servian 
Consulate  in  Paris  was  also  without  result.  Then  a 
little  note  reached  her  from  her  husband,  who  wrote 
that  he  was  in  prison  at  Uskub,  but  that  there  was  no 
cause  for  alarm,  as  the  local  authorities  had  promised 
to  set  him  free  at  an  early  date,  and  do  nothing 
worse  than  expel  him  from  Servia. 

Ambassadors'  Assurances. 
A  few  days  later  Madame  Yinogradoff  had  another 
short  letter  from  her  husband,  and  this  time  he 
expressed  great  uneasiness,  and  spoke  of  the  possi- 
bility of  his  being  delivered  over  to  the  Russian 
Government.  Thereupon  she  betook  herself  to  the 
Servian  Ambassador,  who  assured  her  that  Servia  was 
a  civilised  country  and  that  his  Government  would 
never  allow  the  extradition  of  a  political  refugee.  He 
even  went  the  length  of  sending  a  despatch  to  his 
Government  stating  that  he  held  documents  proving 
the  identity  of  M.  Yinogradoff.  To  this  there  was 
no  reply.  Then  M.  Topalovitch,  one  of  the  Socialist 
leaders  in  Servia,  telegraphed  to  Paris  that  M.  Yino- 
gradoff had  been  transported  from  Uskub  to  Salonica 
(in  Greece).  Madame  Yinogradoff  at  once  applied 
to  the  Greek  Ambassador  in  Paris,  and  he  uttered 
the  identical  formula  used  by  his  Servian  colleague — 
that  a  political  refugee  could  not  possibly  be  extra- 
dited by  a  civilised  country,  adding, '  however,  that 
Salonica  had  been  a  Greek  possession  only  a  very 
short  time  and  that  the  local  Administration  could 
do  almost  anything  it  pleases. 

The  intention  of  the  Greek  Administration  in 
Salonica  was  to  deliver  up  M.  Yinogradoff  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  Russia.  On  March  12th,  accom- 
panied by  the  agents  of  the  Russian  Consulate  at 
Uskub,  he  was  placed  on  board  a  Russian  steamer, 
and  five  days  later  was  lodged  in  the  prison  at 
Odessa.  From  that  day  nothing  further  has  been 
heard  of  M.  Yinogradoff  ;  his  relatives  and  friends 
have  had  no  news  of  him,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Russian  police,  no  one  knows  where  he  is  or  what 
has  happened  to  him. 

The  International  Aspect. 
Such,  briefly,  is  the  tragedy  of  M.  Yinogradoff,  and 
it  only  remains  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  political 
and  international  aspect  of  the  case.  During  the 
whole  time  he  lived  in  Paris  M.  Yinogradoff  was 
watched  by  agents  of  the  Russian  secret  police.  A 
Paris  journal  gives  some  interesting  details  regarding 
the  character  of  this  "surveillance"  : — 

"  Yinogradoff 's  letters  were  systematically  tam- 
pered with  in  Paris,  and  agents  of  the  Russian  secret 
police  accompanied  him  in  his  journey  to  Uskub.  In 


Servia  the  two  Russian  spies  who  followed  him  had 
the  extraordinary  temerity  to  give  themselves  out  as 
agents  of  the  French  police,  and  in  order  to  accom- 
plish this  they  produced  false  papers  and  card-  of 
identity.  Moreover,  this  is  a  common  proceeding  of 
the  Russian  secret  police." 

When  M.  Yinogradoff  arrived  in  l',kub  the 
Russian  police  agents  deceived  the  Servian  authori- 
ties with  regard  to  his  personality.  A  telegram  pub- 
lished by  Le  Temps  regarding  his  arrest  at  I'skub 
stated  that  his  name  was  Pavloff  Chis  two  first  names 
are  Alexej  Pavlovitch),  that  he  was  a  dangerous 
anarchist,  and  that  he  had  been  selected  by  the 
Anarchists'  Congress  in  Copenhagen  to  murder 
Nicholas  II.  "  It  is  annoying  to  have  to  refute  such 
nonsense,"  says  the  journal  already  quoted.  "  Yino- 
gradoff was  never  an  anarchist  ;  he  never  took  part 
in  an  Anarchists'  Congres-,  still  less  at  one  held  in 
Copenhagen,  for  the  excellent  reason  that  no  such 
congress  has  ever  been  held  in  that  town." 

Thus  by  means  of  false  statements  made  by  a  pair 
of  disreputable  police  spies,  two  European  Govern- 
ments, those  of  Servia  and  Greece,  have  been 
deceived  into  delivering  up  a  political  refugee  to 
Russia. 

What  the  Peasant  Woman  Said. 

In  concluding  a  story  which  must  make  every 
honest  man  blush  with  shame,  let  me  add  that  M. 
Yinogradoff  is  a  writer  of  some  talent.  He  has  pub- 
lished a  little  work  recounting  the  vicissitudes  of 
his  flight  from  the  Siberian  prisons  and  his  journev 
on  foot  across  the  "taiga"  (forest  region)  and  the 
Amur  morasses,  and  describing  the  tortures  inflicted 
on  the  political  convicts.  One  of  his  pages  describes 
in  touching  language  his  meeting  with  an  aged 
peasant  woman  who  hid  him  in  her  house  after  his 
escape  from  prison,  and  who  expressed  her  indigna- 
tion at  the  ferocious  zeal  shown  by  the  Russian 
authorities  in  tracing  political  prisoners  who  have 
succeeded  in  escaping.  "  They  hunt  like  dogs, 
God  forgive  me  the  word  ! "  said  the  old  woman. 
"  They  follow  and  scent  them  out  everywhere.  But 
why  take  such  a  lot  of  trouble  ?  A  prisoner  has 
escaped  !  Well,  God  bless  him !  If  you  put  the 
hunters  into  prison,  they  also  would  want  their 
freedom." 

Such  was  the  simple  reasoning  of  an  old  Siberian 
peasant  woman.  But  such  are  not  the  views  of  three 
European  Governments,  one  of  which  laid  a  trap  for 
a  poor  and  harmless  political  refugee,  while  the 
other  two  helped  to  carry  out  a  contemptible  plot. 

G.  Alexi^sky. 


ORTHODOX   AND  ANGLICAN 
CHURCHES. 


Russian  Objections  to  Suggested  Union. 


The  ecclesiastical  deputation  that  is  being  sent  by 
the  Holy  Synod  to  England  includes  Archbishop 
Sergius  of  Finland,  Bishop  Anastasius  of  Jamburg, 
Bishop  Anatolius  (a  member  of  the  Duma),  and  two 
Professors  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Ecclesiastical 
Academy. 

The  deputation  has  instructions  to  convey  the 
Synod's  fraternal  greetings  to  the  Convocation  of 
Bishops  of  the  Anglican  Church,  and  to  deliver 
lectures  on  the  essentials  of  the  Orthodox  Church 
and  on  the  life  and  organisation  of  the  Church  in 
Russia;  but  it  is  enjoined  to  be  extremely  cautious 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  the  union  of  the  two 
Churches. 

The  Birjevya  Vycdomostt  professes  to  know  the 
views  of  the  leader  of  the  deputation  on  that  subject. 
Archbishop  Sergius,  says  the  journal,  is  of  opinion 
that  two  grave  impediments  stand  in  the  way  of  a 
union.  They  are  (i.)  the  profession  of  several 
Roman  Catholic  dogmas  by  the  Anglican  Church  : 
and  (ii.)  the  absence  of  exact  data  in  proof  of 
Apostolic  succession  in  the  Anglican  Church.  The 
question  of  a  union,  he  adds,  would  only  be  seriously 
considered  if  these  two  cardinal  misunderstandings 
were  removed. 


THE   BLACK   HUNDRED  PRESS. 


The  Zsmschina  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
secret  funds  are  no  longer  to  be  depended  upon  to 
ensure  a  profitable  career  for  the  Black  Hundred 
Press.  The  journal  now  advocates  a  more  regular 
method  of  subsidy  by  means  of  a  Government 
monopoly  of  advertisements.  These  would  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  papers  concerned,  so  that  each 
publication  should  get  an  equal  amount  of  adver- 
tising matter  every  month. 

"  This,"  declares  the  Zemscliina,  "  would  strengthen 
the  whole  Russian  Press,  which  is  now  placed  in  a 
most  humiliating  position  by  its  dependence  on 
Jewish  advertisers." 


April  8.  1914. 
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WBLL  ON  THH  PhESBOUTION  OF  THH  VaUDOIS. 


But  in  Russia,  where  the  great  masses  of  the 
population  are  ail  but  disfranchised,  and  where 
the  ordinary  methods  of  peaceful  propaganda 
are  regarded  as  criminal  offences,  it  is  difficult 
to  suggest  how  a  working  man  can  make  his 
grievances  known  in  any  other  way.  From  the 
point  of  view  of  practical  utility,  too,  a  well- 
organised  strike  is  a  hard  fact  with  which  the 
Government  cannot  cope  by  ordinary  police 
measures  ;  and  it  has  to  be  remembered  that  it 
was  a  General  Strike  which  nine  years  ago  won 
the  Russian  people  its  Constitution. 


THE    LENA  MASSACRE. 


Ministerial 


Explanations   Criticised  in 
the  Duma. 


NOTES. 


The  Premier's  Claim. 

M.  Goremykin's  actions  are  hardly  in  accord- 
ance with  his  professions.    At  the  friendly  tea- 
parties  to  which  he  invites  members  of  the  Duma 
he  affects  a  conciliatory  attitude,  as  if  he  were 
conscious  of  the  burden  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
Imperial   Rescript.    No  doubt  he  finds  such  a 
pose   exceedingly    irseful    in    overcoming  any 
possible  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Duma  to 
the  Government's  plans  for  increasing  Russia's 
armaments.      How    little,  however,  he  really 
desires  co-operation  with  the  Duma  in  matters 
unconnected  with  the  bureaucracy's  own  aspira- 
tions is  proved  by  a  letter  he  has  addressed  to 
the  President  of  the  Duma.    In  this  document, 
which  has  given  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  excited 
discussion,  he  goes  the  length  of  declaring  that, 
as  President  of  the  Council .  of  Ministers,  he  is 
under  no  legal  obligation   to  reply  to  Parlia- 
mentary interpellations  relating  to  his  actions, 
since,  not  possessing  a  portfolio,  he  does  not 
come  under  the  control  of  the  Senate,  and  there- 
fore is  responsible  to  no  one  but  the  Tsar.  This 
is  an  attack  on  the  competency  of  the  Duma 
which   even  M.   Stolypin  did  not  venture  to 
deliver,  although  on  occasions  he  threatened  it. 
There  are  some  spiteful  persons  who  say  that 
this  is  just  a  little  expedient  devised  by  the 
Premier  to  cover  up  his  oratorical  defects,  which 
are  said  to  be  sadly  apparent.   But,  whatever  its 
motive,  it  is  a  signal  attempt  to  whittle  down  still 
further  the  effectiveness  of  the  Duma,  and  at 
the  present  juncture  especially  is  bound  to  create 
a  most  disagreeable  impression  among  those  who 
were  fondly  anticipating  the  beginning  of  a  new 
Constitutional  era. 


Political  Strikes. 

An  endeavour  has  been  made  in  a  section  of 
the  Press  to  discredit  the  very  serious  strikes  that 
have  lately  been  taking  place  in  St.  Petersburg  by 
declaring  that  they  are  not  of  an  economic  but 
of  a  political  character.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it 
is  quite  unnecessary  to  labour  this  point,  because 
the  workmen  themselves  would  be  the  first  to 
claim  that  their  demonstrations  are  inspired  by 
political  events,  and  the  fact  that  thousands  of 
University  and  other  students  have  joined  in 
them  makes  their  character  even  more  obvious. 
But  this  fact,  so  far  from  detracting  from  the 
weight  of  the  strikes,  only  adds  to  their  signi- 
ficance— and.  if  we  may  say  so,  to  their  dignity. 
It  is  no  ordinary  political  abuse  that  induces  a 
labourer  to  forgo  his  means  of  livelihood  for  a 
time  by  way  of  protest.  The  working  men  of 
St.  Petersburg  are  clearly  inspired  by  the 
strongest  possible  feeling  that  there  is  something 
radically  wrong  with  the  government  of  their 
country,  and  that  their  most  elementary  rights, 
which  are  more  to  them  than  food  and  drink, 
are  being  denied  them ;  and  they  have  adopted 
the  only  method  open  to  them  of  expressing  their 
dissatisfaction.  In  other  countries  it  would 
perhaps  be  difficult  to  justify  political  strikes. 


Another  Extradition  Outrage. 

A  parallel  to  the  Adamovitch  case  is  afforded 
by    the    outrageous   treatment   of    a  Russian 
political  refugee  named  Vinogradoff.  Arrested 
in  1906  as  a  member  of  the  Social-Revolutionary 
party,  although    no   deeds    of    violence  were 
ascribed  to  him,  Vinogradoff  was  sentenced,  after 
making  his  escape  and  being  re-arrested,  to  a  term 
of  penal  servitude.    In  100! »  he  once  more  made 
his  escape,  and  this  time  safely  accomplished  the 
journey  from  Siberia  to  Paris,  where  he  lived 
the  life  of  a  peaceable  member  of  society  under 
the  watchful  eye  of  thei  Russian  secret  police. 
A  few  weeks  ago  he  went  to  Uskub,  where  he 
had  obtained  work  as  an  electrician.  Almost 
as  soon  as  he  had  set  foot  in  Servian  territory, 
however,  he  was  arrested  on  an  unknown  charge 
and  cast  into  prison.    The  Russian  agents,  it 
appears,  had  followed  their  victim,  and,  repre- 
senting themselves  to  be  members  of  the  French 
secret  police,  had  persuaded  the  Servian  autho- 
rities to  forward  their  designs.    When  the  true 
facts  of   the  case   became  known  the  Uskub 
officials  apparently  had  qualms  about  extraditing 
the  prisoner  to  Russia,  so  he  was  sent  instead  to 
Salonica.    Here  the  Greek  authorities  displayed 
no  such  scruples,  and  Vinogradoff  was  packed  off 
under  a  Russian  escort  to  Odessa.    Of  his  sub 
sequent  fate  nothing  has  been  heard,  although 
it  may  easily  be  imagined.    Once  more,  then, 
Russia  has  secured  a  gross  violation  of  inter 
national  law,  with  the  ready  assistance  of  the 
Servian  and  Greek  Governments,    Is  tins  one  of 
the  results  of  the  "  romantic  "  policy  advocated 
by  the  Russian  Panslavists  ? 

Russia  and  the  Kurds. 

Four  months  ago,  dealing  with  Russia's  atti" 
tude  towards  the  Turkish  Armenians  and  her 
unmistakable  ambition  to  establish  her  power  in 
their  territory,  we  wrote  :  — 

"  If  she  can,  she  will  win  Armenia  by  smooth 
words  and  pose  before  Europe  as  the  country's 
chosen  champion  ;  but  if  that  method  fails  she 
will  fall  back  upon  her  old  and  well-tried  device 
of  organising  disorders  that  will  give  her  an 
excuse  for  intervention.  She  has  Kurdish 
brigand  chiefs  in  her  pay  who  only  await  the 
signal  for  falling  upon  the  defenceless  Arme- 
nians." 

A  few  weeks  later  we  referred  to  a  rumour  that 
the  Russian  Government  was  planning  an 
Imperial  adventure  in  Asia  Minor  in  the  present 
spring.  "  Taking  advantage  of  an  insurrection 
in  Turkish  Armenia  (managed  by  Russian 
agents),  the  Russian  Government  will  despatch 
a  strong  armed  force  to  the  country  under  the 
pretext  of  putting  down  the  disorders,  and  this 
step  will  lead  to  the  virtual  annexation  of  the 
territory."  Such  was  the  story  that  was  put 
about  at  that  time,  and,  while  we  offered  no 
opinion  as  to  its  credibility,  we  pointed  out  by 
reference  to  past  experiences  that  it  contained  no 
element  of  wild  improbability.  Regarded  in  the 
light  of  this  warning,  the  events  that  have 
taken  place  within  the  past  few  days  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bitlis  appear  highly  suspicious. 
The  unsuccessful  Kurdish  attack  may  or  may 
not  have  been  instigated  by  Russian  agents.  At 
any  rate,  its  leaders  sought  and  found  refuge  in 
the  Russian  Consulate,  and  it  is  extremely 
unlikely  that  they  will  be  given  up.  The  Con- 
stantinople correspondent  of  the  Daily  Telegraph 
expresses  the  fear  that,  if  the  Kurdish  marauders 
are  assured  of  impunity  by  seeking  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Russian  Consul,  the  movement  will 
assume  formidable  proportions.  This  apprehen- 
sion appears  to  us  to  be  well-grounded  ;  and  it 
might  well  have  been  expressed  in  a  far  less 
guarded  form,  and  still  not  have  misrepresented 
the  realities  of  the  situation. 


The  debate  on  the  interpellation  relating  to  the 
Lena  massacre  was  continued  in  the  Duma  on 
April  1st,  when  Advocate  Kerensky  (Labour)  severely 
criticised  the  attitude  adopted  in  the  Duma  by  the 
Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior. 

"The  explanations  of  the  Assistant-Minister  of  the 
Interior,"  he  said,  "were  not  only  contrary  to  the 
facts,  but  presented  at  the  same  time  such  a  distor- 
tion of  the  results  of  the  Senatorial  inquiry  as  would 
be  unworthy  even  of  an  ordinary  citizen.  It  is 
ntolerable  that  the  representatives  of  the  Russian 
Government  should  be  allowed  to  mock  public 
opinion  with  such  impudence  and  impunity." 

On  being  called  to  order  by  the  President,  M. 
Kerensky  asked  how  he  should  describe  the  Assis- 
tant-Minister's assertion  that  the  Senatorial  inquiry 
showed  that  the  crowd  had  indulged  in  criminal 
acts,  whereas  all  the  witnesses  had  testified  in  the 
most  categorical  manner  to  the  perfectly  peaceful 
character  of  the  strike. 

After  disproving,  by  means  of  the  report  of  the 
Senatorial  inquiry  and  other  official  documents,  all 
the  other  assertions  of  the  Assistant-Minister,  the 
speaker  pointed  out  that  Senator  Manukhin's  efforts 
had  been  completely  paralysed  by  the  judicial 
authorities. 

"  The  Assistant-Minister's  explanation,"  concluded 
M.  Kerensky,  "  is  a  new  challenge  to  public  opinion. 
It  is  a  new  proof  that  the  Government  is  moving 
blindly  towards  events  which  none  of  us  desires. 
When  we  see  that  no  law  exists  for  Ministers,  and 
that  no  crime  is  sure  to  be  fully  discovered  ;  when 
we  still  see  in  our  own  midst  the  very  persons  who 
are  implicated  in  the  massacre,  and  who  have  still 
to  wash  off  the  blood  from  hands  that  contaminate 
the  documents  they  hold,  then  we  say  that  so  it  has 
been,  and  so  it  will  be,  as  long  as  these  men  remain 
in  power." 

The  further  discussion  of  the  interpellation  was 
adjourned  for  a  week. 


STRIKES   IN    ST.  PETERSBURG. 


Workmen    and    Students  Demonstrate 
Against    the  Government. 
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[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  1st. 

During  the  whole  of  last  week  the  St.  Petersburg 
workmen  were  in  a  state  of  commotion.  Paris,  on 
the  eve  of  the  revolution  of  1848,  afforded  perhaps 
a  resemblance  to  the  events  which  are  now  taking 
place  among  us.  I  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  we 
too  are  on  the  eve  of  a  revolution.  Russia  is  too 
vast  a  country  for  commotions  that  are  confined 
St.  Petersburg  to  succeed  in  overthrowing  the  | 
Government  ;  and  on  the  other  hand  we  live  in  an  age 
of  steam  and  electricity,  so  that  the  Government 
disposes  of  much  more  powerful  means  for  defend- 
ing itself  than  were  available  in  the  'forties  of  the 
last  century.  Nevertheless,  the  fact  that  disturbances 
are  continually  taking  place  among  the  workmen  and 
students  is  very  significant. 

Since  about  March  20th  there  have  been  strikes  at 
various  St.  Petersburg  factories,  5,000  striking  one 
day,  10,000  another  day,  and  so  on.  In  each  case 
the  strikes  only  lasted  one  day.  The  workmen  gave 
various  reasons  for  their  action,  such  as  the  persecu- 
tion of  the  Labour  Press ;  the  omission  to  invite 
representatives  of  the  Extreme  Left  to  the  recent 
secret  conference  between  members  of  the  Duma 
and  the  Government ;  the  treatment  by  the  Duma 
majority  of  interpellations  introduced  by  the  Left, 
and  so  on. 

The  strike  wave  rose  to  a  greater  height  than  ever 
immediately  after  the  outrageous  explanations  given 
in  the  Duma  by  the  Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior 
in  reply  to  the  interpellation  on  the  Lena  massacre.  1 
A  Social-Democratic  leaflet  was  circulated  in  the\] 
factories,  calling  upon  workmen  to  strike  by  way  of 
reply,  and  accordingly,  on  March  26th,  the  number 
of  strikers  reached  70,000.  At  many  factories  demon- 
strations were  attempted,  but  were  dispersed  by  the 
police.  The  excitement  spread  to  the  high  schools, 
and  on  March  26th  a  large  meeting  held  at  the 
Polytechnic  passed  a  resolution  of  protest  and 
declared  a  two  days'  strike,  after  which  the  students 
marched  along  the  streets,  singing  the  In  Memoriam 
Mternam,  Similar  proceedings  look  place  at  the 
Agricultural  Classes,  the  Forestry  Institute,  and  the 
Medical  Institute  for  Women. 

On  the  same  day  the  excitement  was  increased  by 
the  news  of  the  wholesale  poisoning,  through  benzoid 
fumes,  of  the  workwomen  at  the  Treugolnik  Rubber 
Works. 

On  March  27th  a  one-day  strike  was  declared  at 
the  University,  the  Psycho-Neurological  Institute, 
and  various  special  schools  for  women. 
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RUSSIAN    FOREIGN  POLICY. 


The  "Near  East"  and  "Far  East" 
Schools  of  Thought. 

V.  -BARON   ROSEN'S  VIEWS. 


In  defence  of  the  development  of  an  Asiatic  policy 
a  limited  number  of  copies  of  a  remarkable  memo- 
randum were  lately  issued  from  the  State  Printing 
Office  and  circulated  confidentially  as  a  secret  docu- 
ment. This  document,  which  is  entitled  "  Russia's 
European  Policy,"  and  does  not  bear  the  name 
of  its  author,  is  said  in  Court  circles  to  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Emperor  for  perusal.  Dated 
April  26th  (May  9th),  1913,  it  does  not  contain  in 
reality  anything  of  a  confidential  nature,  or  any  new 
fact  calculated  to  compromise  members  of  the  high 
bureaucracy.  Its  interest  lies  exclusively  in  its  point 
of  view,  which  may  be  stated  an  energetic  and 
detailed  championship  of  the  Asiatic  trend  of  Russia's 
foreign  policy. 

Several  references  have  been  made  to  this 
anonymous  memorandum  in  the  German  and 
Austrian  Press.  But  by  reason  of  the  drastic 
character  of  the  Russian  Censorship  the  Russian 
papers  have  so  far  fought  shy  of  it,  inoffensive  as  it 
is.  The  Novoe  Vremya  alone  has  ventured  to  tackle 
the  subject,  to  which  it  has  devoted  two  articles  ;  but 
incomprehensibly  enough  even  this  Nationalist 
organ  has  not  dared  to  mention  the  name  of  the  man 
to  whom  everybody,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
attributes  the  document.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the 
frequent  references  to  the  official  posts  successively 
occupied  by  the  author  and  to  official  proceedings  in 
which  he  took  part  leave  no  room  for  doubt  as  to 
his  identity.  The  memorandum  is  the  work  of 
Baron  Rosen,  formerly  Russia's  diplomatic  repre- 
sentative at  Belgrade  and  Tokio,  and  afterwards 
Ambassador  at  Washington  and  Witte's  right  hand 
at  Portsmouth. 

The  Slav   "  Infatuation." 

The  memorandum  deals  with  the  great  problem  of 
the  contrast  between  the  Near  East  and  Far  East 
policies.  Which  of  them,  it  is  asked,  should  provide 
Russian  diplomacy  with  its  centre  of  gravity  ? 

With  the  conquest  of  the  Baltic  coast,  Finland,  and 
Bessarabia,  and  the  annexation  of  Poland,  it  is 
argued,  Russia  has  reached  her  natural  frontiers  on 
the  European  Continent,  where  any  further  expan- 
sion could  only  prove  a  source  of  weakness  and 
decomposition.  In  the  'seventies  Russia  was  carried 
away  by  her  so-called  "  historical  mission  "  and  the 
"  great  Slav  idea,"  which  consisted,  according  to 
some,  in  the  conquest  of  Constantinople  ;  according 
to  others,  in  the  liberation  of  the  Balkan  Slavs  from 
the  Turkish  yoke  ;  and  in  the  view  of  others  still,  in 
the  defence  of  the  Slavs  against  Teutonism  as  em- 
bodied by  Austria.  It  was  that  infatuation  which  led 
Russia  into  the  war  of  1877-78,  The  result  of  the 
conflict  was  to  embroil  her  with  all  the  Powers  (as 
was  made  perfectly  clear  at  the  Berlin  Congress), 
to  impair  her  traditional  good  relations  with  Germany, 
and  to  terminate  the  Alliance  of  the  Emperors,  which 
had  served  her  as  a  guarantee  of  complete  security 
on  her  European  frontiers.  It  was  that  infatua- 
tion, too,  which  drove  Russia  into  an  alliance  with 
France,  and  consequently  identified  her  with  interests 
altogether  foreign  to  her.  It  also  caused  the  war  with 
Japan  and  the  terrible  defeats  in  Manchuria,  by 
preventing  Russia  from  concentrating  her  whole 
strength  in  the  Far  East,  which  would  have  pre- 
vented an  attack  by  Japan,  or  would  have  secured  a 
complete  Russian  victory  in  the  event  of  a  conflict. 

The   Harvest  at  Home. 

Such,  says  Baron  Rosen,  have  been  the  results  of 
the  Slavophilism  of  the  past  thirty-seven  years  in 
the  sphere  of  foreign  policy.  In  the  sphere  of  home 
policy  the  results  have  been  still  more  grievous.  In 
the  author's  opinion  the  assassination  of  the  Emperor 
Alexander  II.  and  the  revolutionary  events  of  1905- 
1906  were  the  fatal  but  inevitable  fruits  of  an 
un-,ucce->sful  foreign  policy  centred  in  the  Near  East. 
That  is  all  that  Russia  has  reaped  from  her  forty 
years'  worship  of  the  Slav  idea.  Baron  Rosen  affirms 
that  the  Slav  idea  cannot  serve  as  a  guiding  star  in 
Russia's  foreign  policy.  He  characterises  as  an  idle 
fancy  the  poetic  dream  of  an  ideal  future  when  "the 
Slav  rivulets  will  stream  into  the  Russian  sea."  He 
demonstrates  that  in  the  sphere  of  material  civilisa- 
tion, well  as  from  the  point  of  view  of  commercial 
and  industrial  relations,  Russia  stands  in  no  need  of 
the  Slav  markets,  just  as  Slavdom  does  not  stand  in 
need  of  Russia  ;  in  that  respect  Austria  and  Germany 
will  always  predominate  on  the  Balkan  Peninsula, 
while  the  Slavs  themselves  will  always  gravitate 
economically  towards  Austria.  As  for-  spiritual 
culture  and  intellectual  interests,  the  Balkan  Slavs, 
in  spite  of  their  superficial  Germanophobia,  have 
always  drawn,  and  will  continue  to  draw,  all  the 

•  Previ'mi  article*  in  this  aeric<t  appeared  on  March  nlh,  iSth  and 
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material  they  require  from  West-European  sources, 
chiefly  Teutonic. 

As  for  the  Austrian  Slavs,  the  author  does  not 
credit  in  the  slightest  their  "  irresistible  "  sympathies 
for  Russia.  Their  flirtation  with  Russia,  he  says, 
has  no  other  object  but  to  frighten  the  Austrian 
Government  with  the  scarecrow  of  Panslavism  under 
the  hegemony  of  Russia,  and  thus  to  make  them- 
selves more  certain  of  securing  the  desired  conces- 
sions from  the  Dual  Monarchy. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  points  out  the  danger  of 
Russia  coquetting  with  the  Austrian  Slavs,  for  it  was 
this  unwise  policy  that  impelled  Austria  to  spite 
Russia  by  playing  with  the  Poles,  Ukrainophils,  and 
other  elements  "  hostile  to  the  Russian  State,  and 
treacherously  dreaming  of  its  disruption." 

A   Dangerous  Dream. 

The  author  deals  particularly  with  Russia's  "  his- 
torical mission,''  with  the  dream  of  the  conquest  of 
Constantinople  and  the  Straits.  In  his  opinion  the 
realisation  of  that  dream  would  be  the  beginning 
of  the  decomposition  of  the  Russian  Empire.  It 
should  not,  he  says,  be  imagined  that  the  Straits  are 
the  key  to  Russia's  house,  since  she  could  always  be 
bottled  up  in  the  Black  Sea  by  a  blockade  of  the 
Dardanelles  carried  out  by  a  Power  disposing  of  a 
greater  navy  than  her  own.  Finally  the  conquest  of 
Constantinople  would  no  doubt  provoke  the  resist- 
ance of  England,  Russia's  present  friend,  not  to 
mention  other  Powers.  With  regard  to  the  Straits, 
the  true  interest  of  Russia,  as  of  the  rest  of  Europe, 
lies  in  the  freedom  of  navigation,  which  could  be 
secured  by  their  being  neutralised  in  the  same  way 
as  the  Suez  Canal. 

But,  he  adds,  the  greatest  danger  of  the  dream  of 
Constantinople  is  that  it  shifts  the  axis  of  Russia  s 
foreign  policy  to  the  Near  East,  threatens  to  involve 
her  in  a  European  war,  and  prevents  her  from 
regaining  those  possessions  in  Asia  which  she  lost 
just  because  of  her  unwise  infatuation  with  European 
combinations,  with  all  those  alliances  and  ententes 
which  are  concerned  too  profoundly  with  European 
interests. 

M.  P. 

(To  be  continued.) 


[We  regret  that,  owing  to  an  error,  the  fourth 
article  on  Russian  Foreign  Policy  was  printed  over 
the  signature  "  G.  Alexinsky,"  instead  of  the  initials 
"  M.  P."  M.  Alexinsky  is  not  the  author  of  these 
articles.]  


SUPPRESSING   THE  PRESS. 

Surprising  Action  Against  a  Conservative 
Paper. 

Confiscations  and  suppressions  of  Labour  papers 
have  long  been  incidents  of  daily  occurrence  in  War- 
saw. General  surprise  has,  however,  been  caused  by 
the  suppression  of  the  great  Conservative  paper  Slowo, 
after  an  uninterrupted  existence  of  thirtyyears.  The 
order  for  this  proceeding,  issued  by  the  High  Court 
of  Warsaw,  was  executed  within  ten  days  of  the 
confiscation  of  the  number  in  respect  of  which  action 
was  taken. 

This  drastic  measure  has  occasioned  all  the  more 
surprise  because  the  Slonv  was  the  organ  of  the  large 
landowners  and  capitalists,  who  are  least  of  all  dis- 
posed to  extreme  opposition  to  the  Government.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  Sloico  represented  the  views  of 
the  "Realists"  and  the  "Compromisers"  ("  Ugo- 
dowcy"),  who  are  the  most  loyal  of  all  the  Polish 
parties.  They  had  kept  on  good  terms  with  the  late 
Governor-General,  M.  Skalon,  and  supplied  Polish 
members  to  the  Council  of  State. 


A    BEILIS  ECHO. 


M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky's  appeal  against  the 
sentence  recently  passed  upon  him  for  Icse-majestc 
in  connection  with  the  Heilis  case  is  to  come  before 
the  Senate,  of  which  M.  Tchaplinsky,  the  former 
Public  Prosecutor  at  the  Kiev  District  Court,  is  now 
a  member. 

M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky  has  petitioned  the  Senate 
to  exclude  M.  Tchaplinsky  from  the  Senatorial  Court 
which  is  to  hear  his  appeal,  as  he  cannot  count  on  the 
cx-Procureur's  impartiality  towards  him,  especially 
since  M.  Tchaplinsky  is  to  appear  as  a  witness  in 
another  prosecution  pending  against  him  for  an 
alleged  Press  offence. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  M.  Brazul-Brushkovsky 
was  the  journalist  and  amateur  detective  who  was 
the  first  to  give  publicity  to  the  doings  of  the 
Tchcberyak  gang. 


By  order  of  the  Yice-Governor  of  Kharkov,  an 
"  hereditary  honorary  citizen  "  named  Xachareff  was 
recently  sent  to  prison  for  two  months  for  having 
manifested  his  dissatisfaction  with  the  musical  per- 
formance at  a  conceit.  Later  on,  however,  the 
Vice-Governor  commuted  the  sentence,  imposing 
instead  a  tine  of  25  roubles. 


THE   STRUGGLE   IN  FINLAND 


Venomous  Attacks  on  the  Grand  Duchy 
by  Russian  Nationalists. 


[Fkom  Our  Own  Corrkshonijkxt.I 

Hixsix<,roks,  April  1st. 

The  Russian  Government  has  found  a  pillar  of 
support  for  itsanti-Finnish  policy  in  the  recent  Con- 
gress of  the  Russian  United  Nobility.  The  Finnish 
question  was  net  on  the  programme  of  the  Congress, 
but  its  discussion  was  initiated  by  an  old  supporter 
of  Bobrikoff,  Privy  Councillor  Korevo,  known  as  one 
of  the  bitterest  enemies  of  Finland. 

His  statements  were  framed  in  the  well-known 
style.  The  intention  of  the  Russsian  Government, 
he  declared,  was  to  protect  Imperial  interests  with- 
out violating  Finnish  autonomy.  The.Finns  showed 
no  loyalty,  and  they  were  carrying  on  a  pan-Finnish 
propaganda  among  the  Karelians  and  Esthonians. 
In  Finland  preparations  were  being  made  for  a  -ecret 
revolution.  Russia's  policy  did  not  prevent  Finland's 
development  ;  and  so  on.  Such  statements  and  accu- 
sations have  been  proved  time  and  again  to  be 
absolutely  false.  M.  Korevo  was  supported  by  two 
well-known  Nationalists  and  Finnophobes,  Privy 
Councillor  Deitrich  and  General  Borodkin,  whose 
speeches  were  greeted  with  loud  applause.  One  of 
the  nobles  present,  General  Buturlin,  proposed  that 
Finland  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as 
Muravieff,  "  Poland's  hangman,"  had  dealt  with  her 
sister  in  oppression.  Finally  the  Congress  recom- 
mended that  the  whole  province  of  Viborg  should  be 
incorporated  into  Russia,  and  that  the  Finnish 
Secretaryship  of  State  should  be  abolished. 

One  might  smile  at  the  militant  attitude  of  the 
nobility,  which,  as  an  estate,  is  in  a  condition  of 
economic  dissolution  and  represents  Russian  Nation- 
alism in  its  very  extreme,  if  it  were  not  that  this 
class  is  in  a  position  of  considerable  pjwer  in  the 
Russian  Administration,  Army,  Duma,  and  Council 
of  the  Empire. 

The   Annexation  Scheme. 

During  his  Premiership  M.  Kokovtsoff  did  nothing 
to  hasten  the  incorporation  of  the  two  Viborg 
parishes  ;  but  M.  Goremykin  is  pushing  the  matter 
forward,  and  in  all  probability  a  Bill  to  that  effect 
will  soon  be  laid  before  the  Duma. 

The  Russian  Government,  supported  by  the  Nation- 
alists, directs  all  its  hate  and  powers  against  Finland, 
as  if  the  3,000,000  inhabitants  of  the  Grand  Duchy 
were  the  most  dangerous  enemies  of  the  mighty 
Russian  Empire.  In  an  article  recently  appearing 
in  one  of  the  Reactionary  journals  it  was  said  that 
Finland  is  making  preparations  to  serve  as  a  camping- 
ground  for  the  German  and  Swedish  Armies  in  the 
event  of  a  war.  The  author  of  the  article  would 
have  been  nearer  the  truth  if  he  had  said  that  Russia, 
by  her  anti-Finnish  policy,  is  creating  such  an  atmo- 
sphere in  the  Grand  Duchy  that  the  people  would 
gladly  welcome  a  deliverer,  came  he  from  the  South 
or  from  the  West.  A  change  of  policy  would  ensure 
for  Russia  an  absolutely  staunch  ally  in  the  sturdy 
inhabitants  of  this  bleak,  snow-swept  land.  But  in 
the  eyes  of  Russian  Nationalism  Finland  is  a  detail, 
as  are  also  the  Baltic  provinces,  Poland,  the  Ukraine, 
and  the  vast  discontented  masses  of  the  RussUn 
people. 

A   Tax   on  Corn. 

The  threat  to  introduce  Customs  duties  on  corn 
and  grain,  in  the  interests  of  the  Russian  millers  and 
grain  dealers,  has  highly  excited  the  Finnish  working 
population.  Meetings  of  protest  have  been  held, 
and  strongly-worded  resolutions  have  been  adopted 
against  the  heavy  taxation  of  the  people's  bread. 
The  Diet  has  also  taken  up  the  question. 

The  rights  of  Russian  subjects  in  Finland  are  to 
be  unlimited,  but  not  those  of  Finnish  citizens  in 
Russia.  The  Finnish  Steamship  Company  recently 
requested  permission  to  open  branch  offices  in 
Russia  for  the  purpose  of  selling  tickets  to  Russian 
emigrants.  The  Premier  and  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  saw  nothing  in  principle  to  prevent  this,  but 
the  Minister  of  Trade  was  opposed  to  Russian 
emigrants  going  abroad  vid  Finnish  ports.  That,  he 
said,  was  injurious  to  the  interests  of  Russian  steam- 
ship companies.  The  Ministers,  therefore,  put  their 
heads  together  and  refused  to  grant  the  request. 
Russian  steamship  companies  may  sell  tickets  in 
Finland,  but  Finnish  companies  may  not  do  so  in 
Russia.  That  is  equality  according  to  the  Russian 
conception  of  the  term. 


A  journal,  the  first  number  of  which  has  lately 
appeared,  is  now  being  issued  in  Paris  by  the  organi- 
sations outside  Russia  which  deal  with  the  relief  of 
Russian  political  exiles  and  prisoners.  The  object  of 
the  publication  is  to  bring  about  co-operation  between 
the  various  bodies  engaged  in  such  work,  to  collect 
and  publish  information  bearing  upon  Russian  prison 
life,  and  to  arouse  public  opinion  on  the  subject  in 
Western  Europe. 


AHU. 

Darkest  Russia 

A  Weekly  Record  of  the  Struggle  for  Freedom. 
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ANGLO-RUSSIAN  RELATIONS. 


The  anniversary  of  Anglo-French  friendship, 
which  is  being  celebrated  in  such  happy  fashion, 
has  been  made  the  occasion  for  a  demand  that 
the  Triple  Entente  should  be  developed  into  a 
Triple  Alliance.  There  is  doubtless  much  to  be 
said  for  the  argument,  lately  put  forward  in  this 
country,  that  the  loose  understanding  existing 
between  ourselves,  France,  and  Russia  presents 
in  itself  no  effective  equipoise  to  the  closely-knit 
combination  headed  by  Germany,  and  that  from 
the  practical  point  of  view  it  is  therefore  better 
for  Great  Britain  that  she  should  either  become 
a  partner  in  a  counter-alliance  of  equal  cohesion 
or  revert  to  her  old  position  of  splendid  isolation. 
In  this  connection  we  may  say  at  once  that 
against  an  alliance  between  this  country  and 
France  we  have  no  objections  to  offer  ;  such  a 
union  of  two  of  the  most  enlightened  and  cultured 
States  in  the  world  would  undoubtedly  advance 
the  best  interests  of  civilisation  and  humanity. 
But  an  alliance  with  Russia  raises  considerations 
of  a  far  more  disturbing  character.  Whatever 
may  be  urged  in  its  favour  on  strategical  grounds 
(as  to  which  we  shall  have  something  to  say 
later),  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  from  the 
moral  standpoint  the  objections  are  of  the  very 
gravest.  In  brie'f,  the  Russian  Government  con- 
ilui,ii  lt.-,bll  iii  a.  fcs'ilou  that  oa.trag5  the  most 
elementary  instincts  of  Englishmen,  and  we 
cannot  ally  ourselves  with  such  a  Government 
without  degrading  ourselves.  It  may  be  recalled 
that  when,  about  two  years  ago,  the  project  of 
a  union  between  the  Russian  and  Anglican 
Churches  was  mooted,  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury plainly  intimated  that  so  long  as  atroci- 
ties were  tolerated  in  Russia  the  Church  of 
England  could  not  listen  to  the  proposal. 
Evidently  he  felt  that  a  contact  of  this  nature 
meant  contamination.  The  motives  that  ruled 
the  attitude  of  the  Church  then  should  apply 
with  equal  force  to  the  State  to-day.  We  have 
heard  it  argued  in  the  past  that  the  friendship 
of  Great  Britain  would  be  bound  to  influence  the 
Russian  Government  in  the  direction  of  a 
humaner  system  of  administration.  That  theory 
has  now  been  tested  for  seven  years,  during 
which  the  Russian  Government,  so  far  from 
becoming  more  civilised,  has,  if  anything,  become 
more  mediaeval  in  its  attitude  towards  its  sub- 
jects, and  more  intolerant  of  the  resti'aint  of 
law  and  of  .Constitution.  There  is  therefore 
not  the  slightest  ground  for  supposing  that  an 
Anglo-Russian  Alliance  would  produce  any 
improvement  in  this  respect. 

Turning  to  the  political  aspect  of  the  question, 
we  have  an  abundance  of  material  for  our  con- 
sideration in  the  series  of  articles  on  Russian 
Foreign  Policy  which  we  bring  to  a  conclusion 
this  week.  The^initials  "  M.  P."  over  which  these 
articles  have  appeared  will  be  recognised  by 
some  of  our  readers  as  denoting  the  work  of  one 
of  the  most  able  and  distinguished  writers  on 
foreign  affairs  in  the  Russian  Press  :  and  those 
who  have  followed  the  series  will  have  been 
struck  by  the  highly  suggestive  and  intriguing 
character  of  his  envisagement  of  the  situation. 
Thei'e  are,  he  tells  us,  two  schools  of  politicians 
in  Russia  to-day:  the  "^Xear  East"  school,  or 
the  "Romantics,"  who  believe  their  country's 
destiny  to  be    the  leadership  of  a  Slav  Con- 
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federacy  in  Europe,  and  who  look  forward  to  an 
extension  of  her  influence  to  Constantinople  and 
the  Straits;  and  the  "Far  East"  school,  or  the 
"Realists,"  who  regard  Russia  as  pre-eminently 
an  Asiatic  Power,  and  who  see  in  Persia,  in 
Mongolia,  and  in  countries  still  further  afield 
the  appointed  path  of  her  Imperial  mission.  The 
ideals  of  the  Panslavists  received  a  severe  set- 
back during  the  tortuous  course  of  the  Balkan 
War  ;  but  there  are  still  enough  "  Romantics  " 
in  Russia  to  cause  serio.is  disturbance  to  the 
equanimity  of  Europe.  Whether  the  advocates 
of  a  purely  Asiatic  enterpr  se  are  in  the  majority 
is  a  question  difficult  to  answer.  They  repre- 
sent, however,  a  very  cons  derable  section  of  the 
thinking  Russian  public,  and  it  is  somewhat 
significant  that  men  lib  Prince  Meschersky, 
who  were  formerly  enthusiastic  Panslavists,  are 
now  convinced  that  Ras;  la's  interests  are  not 
centred  in  the  Balkan  "eniusula.  The  very 
interesting  and  instructiv  ;  memorandum  drawn 
up  by  Baron  Rosen,  which  our  contributor  sum- 
marises, presents  the  vit  ws  of  the  "Realist" 
school  with  great  clearne^  s.  The  unsubstantial 
nature  of  the  foundation  >  n  which  the  ideals  of 
Panslavism  rest  are  expos  3d  with  no  little  skill, 
and,  if  the  writer  of  the  m  huorandum  is  not  very 
convincing  in  his  exposition  either  of  the  advan- 
tages or  of  the  possibilities  of  a  campaign  of 
aggrandisement  in  Asia,  he  leaves  us  in  no  doubt 
of  tu.e  direct  10 a  of  his  tt.ribv' .  \ji  of  the  effect 
which  the  adoption  of  his  policy  would  have  upon 
the  relations  of  the  European  Powers.  Frankly 
and  deliberately  lie  advocates  the  withdrawal  of 
Russia  from  the  Triple  Etit>-)ife  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  close  understanding  with  Germany  and 
Austria ;  and  indeed  it  is  scarcely  open  to  ques- 
tion that  the  inauguration  0?  an  Asiatic  campaign 
of  the  character  desired  by  Baron  Rosen,  General 
Kuropatkin,  and  others  would,  in  the  words  of 
our  contributor,  "  lead  to  ft  final  rupture  of  the 
Anglo-Russian  Entente." 

Clearly,  then,  before  n  alliance  between 
Great  Britain  and  Russia  is  seriously  considered 
it  is  nscessary  that  Russia  should  make  a  plain 
and  unequivocal  declaration  of  her  foreign 
policy  ;  and,  just  as  clearly,  if  the  aspirations  of 
either  the  "Romantics"  or  the  "Realists"  are 
endorsed  officially,  such  an  alliance  becomes  an 
impossibility.  The  Panslavists  would  plunge 
Russia  and  her  allies  into  the  gravest  Euro- 
pean difficulties  ;  already  the  cry  of  alarm  has 
been  raised  at  both  ends  of  the  Continent — in 
Sweden  and  in  Galicia,  where  Russian  aggres- 
sion is  an  ever-present  fefa\  The  advocates  of 
an  Asiatic  advance,  on  the  other  hand,  would  not 
only  dispense  with  British  friendship,  but  would 
actually  welcome  a  movement  that  must  inevit- 
ably clash  with  the  most  vital  British  interests. 
Considerations  such  as  these  show  how  absurd 
it  is  in  the  present  position  of  affairs  even  to 
entertain  the  notion  of  an  Anglo-Russian  Alliance. 
Strategically  it  is,  to  say  the  least,  dangerous  ; 
morally  it  is  unthinkable.  What,  we  are 
impelled  to  wonder,  does  there  remain  to  be  said 
in  its  favour  ? 


The  Holy  Synod  has  demanded  explanations  from 
Bishop  Nikon,  of  Krasnoyarsk,  with  regard  to  an 
article  in  which  he  is  stated  to  have  declared  that 
ritual  murders  were  not  compatible  with  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Jewish  Talmud.  He  has  also  been 
required  to  explain  his  action  in  arranging  a  lecture 
on  the  Shevtchenko  centenary. 


[One  Penny. 


THE    LENA  MASSACRE. 


Duma  Passes  Resolution   of  Censure 
upon  Ministers. 

When  the  debate  on  the  interpellation  relating  to 
the  Lena  massacre  was  resumed  in  the  Duma,  Pro- 
fessor Miliukoff  (Cadet)  said  that,  in  addition  to  the 
Senatorial  inquiry,  there  had  been  a  still  more 
detailed  private  investigation.  The  report  of  these 
proceedings,  however,  had  been  prohibited  by  the 
very  Minister  who  had  been  doing  his  best  to  block 
the  path  towards  the  truth  of  that  terrible  event. 
After  describing  the  autocratic  rule  of  M.  Byelozoroff 
in  the  goldfields  district,  which  had  been  described 
by  the  Minister  of  Commerce  himself  as  constituting 
"a  State  within  the  State,"  the  speaker  affirmed  that 
the  psychology  of  the  Assistant-Minister  of  the 
Interior  was  clear  and  simple  :  Wherever  there  were 
disorders  there  must  be  agitators,  and  wherever  there 
were  agitators  there  must  be  politically  untrustworthy 
elements,  with  whose  removal  peace  would  ensue. 
M.  Zolotareff  had  only  followed  on  a  small  scale  the 
method  applied  by  the  Government  on  a  large  scale 
to  Russia  as  a  whole.  The  events  that  had  taken 
place  at  Bodaybo  had  been  ordered  from  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  therein  lay  the  greatest  tragedy.  When 
the  Governor  of  Irkutsk  warned  the  authorities  in  St. 
Petersburg  that  the  methods  they  proposed  would 
inevitably  lead  to  bloodshed,  and  refused  to  issue 
the  fatal  instructions  to  Captain  Treschenkoff,  he  was 
simply  set  aside,  and  Treschenkoff  was  made  the 
executor  of  orders  received  direct  from  the  central 
Government. 

Out  of  the  five  resolutions  submitted  at  the  close 
of  the  debate  only  that  of  the  Moderate  Octobrists 
obtained  a  majority  being  passed  by  j<V>  votes  to  64. 

This  resolution  refers  to  the  findings  of  Senator 
Manukhin  and  to  the  Cabinet's  own  admissions  as  to 
the  economic  origin  of  the  strike;  to  the  Govern- 
ment's neglect  to  take  proper  steps  for  improving 
the  condition  of  the  miners  and  regulating  their 
relations  to  the  Lena  Company  ;  and  finally  to  the 
unsatisfactory  explanations  given  by  the  Assistant- 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  who  had  taken  up  the 
defence  of  Captain  Treschenkoff  against  the  views  of 
Senator  Manukhin,  "  whereby  he  endeavoured  to 
prejudge  the  findings  of  the  Court,  while  demon- 
strating clearly  the  Ministry's  continued  disregard  of 
public  opinion  and  its  indifference  to  the  interests  of 
the  great  masses  of  the  population."  The  resolution 
then  concludes  as  follows  : — 

"The  State  Duma  is  of  opinion  that  the 
explanations  of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Industry  do  not  remove  from  his  Department 
the  reproach  of  having  failed  to  take  all  the 
proper  steps  to  avert  the  events  of  April  17th, 
1912  ;  finds  the  explanations  of  the  Assistant- 
Minister  of  the  Interior  to  be  unsatisfactory  ;  and 
passes  to  the  order  of  the  day.'' 


DUMA  RECESS. 


Device  to  Prevent  Deputies  from  Meeting 
their  Constituents. 


On  the  5th  inst.an  Imperial  Ukase  was  issued  from 
Tsarskoe  Selo,  ordering  the  Duma  to  suspend  its 
sittings  from  April  nth  to  April  28th,  and  instruct- 
ing the  Senate  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  give 
effect  to  this  decree. 

The  object  of  a  formal  suspension  of  the  Duma  by 
a  Special  Imperial  Ukase,  instead  of  by  a  simple 
adjournment,  is  to  deprive  the  deputies  of  their  Par- 
liamentary immunity,  the  Government  being  afraid 
that  the  Easter  holidays  may  be  utilised  by  the 
members  of  the  Duma  for  the  purpose  of  coming 
in  contact  with  their  electors. 

Before  the  proclamation  of  suspension  was  recited 
on  April  10th,  the  Duma  had  already  found  itself 
short  of  the  necessary  quorum  for  voting  on  M. 
Kerensky's  urgency  interpellation  relating  to  the  Riga 
"  torture-chamber." 


The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  drafted  an  order 
forbidding  the  Zemstvo  "  Feldscher "  schools  to 
admit  Jewish  pupils,  on  the  ground  that  these  schools 
prepare  a  medical  staff  for  service  in  the  villages. 
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The  "Near  East"  and  "Far  East" 
Schools  of  Thought. 


VII.*— RUSSIA   AS  AN  ASIATIC 
POWER. 


It  is  hardly  necessary  to  discuss  in  detail  the 
wisdom  of  the  views  submitted  by  Baron  Rosen. 
The  author  of  the  memorandum  is  obviously  a 
champion  of  a  most  energetic  and  aggressive  policy 
in  the  Middle  and  Far  East,  to  whom  the  successes 
of  Russian  Imperialism  in  Northern  Persia  and 
Mongolia  seem  to  be  insufficient.  In  secret  he 
cherishes  dreams  of  Manchuria,  Tibet,  and  the 
Persian  Gulf,  with  India  even  as  a  more  distant 
prospect.  It  must,  however,  be  clear  to  every  man 
of  common  sense  that  all  the  measures  proposed  by 
Baron  Rosen,  who  presents  them  as  the  result  of 
long  deliberation  and  the  most  attentive  study  of  the 
existing  relations  between  the  European  States, 
could  by  no  means  secure  success  for  the  new  Russian 
policy  of  mad  adventures  in  the  Far  East.  The 
author  of  the  memorandum  exaggerates  the  military 
might  of  Russia. 

The  Anglo-Russian  Entente. 

It  is  certain  that  the  pursuit  of  an  energetic  policy 
on  the  Asiatic  continent  on  the  grand  scale  which 
has  captured  Karon  Rosen's  imagination  would  lead 
to  a  final  rupture  of  the  Anglo-Russian  Entente,  and 
that  this  would  be  followed  by  an  alliance  between 
Japan,  China,  and  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  of 
combating  Russia's  new  Asiatic  schemes.'  If  Russia 
were  even  able  to  concentrate  all  her  tremendous 
military  forces  in  Asia,  it  would  not  save  her  from  a 
more  complete  military  debacle  than  she  suffered  in 
1904,  and  with  it,  as  a  consequence  of  so  mad  an 
adventure,  from  internal  commotions  the  bare  idea  of 
whose  repetition  so  frightens  an  experienced  diplo- 
matist such  as  Baron  Rosen. 

The  document  from  which  I  have  quoted  is  interest- 
ing, however,  as  an  indication  of  a  definite  tendency 
prevailing  among  governing  circles  in  Russia. 
Even  the  Novoe  Vremya,  while  sharply  criticising  the 
fundamental  ideas  of  the  memorandum  and  assum- 
ing— though  quite  gratuitously- — that  the  document 
is  "  apocryphal  in  many  of  its  details,"  neverthe- 
less admits  that  the  principles  it  expounds  are 
undoubtedly  entertained  by  a  certain  portion  of  the 
Russian  public. 

Prince  Meschersky's  Disillusionment. 

Some  of  the  ideas  developed  in  the  memorandum 
fully  coincide,  for  instance,  with  those  contained  in 
an  article  written  by  Prince  V.  P.  Meschersky  in 
favour  of  a  rapprochement  between  Russia  and 
Austria-Hungary,  which  appeared  on  October  5th  of 
last  year  in  the  Sunday  issue  of  the  Neue  Frsic  Presse. 
Here  the  writer  endeavours  to  demonstrate  that  it 
is  to  Russia's  interest  to  co-operate  politically  with 
Austria,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  period  of 
constant  alarm  and  fear  of  adventures  through  which 
Europe  is  passing. 

Prince  Meschersky  tells  us  that  in  his  youth,  under 
the  influence  of  pure-minded  and  devoted  prota- 
gonists of  Slavophilism  such  as  Aksakoff,  Homya- 
koff,  and  Samarin,  he  also  erected  in  his  heart  an 
altar  of  brotherly  love  for  the  Slavs.  He  then 
regarded  Austria  as  Russia's  traditional  opponent, 
and  Turkey  as  her  hereditary  foe.  When  the  first 
encounters  took  place  between  Turkey  and  Servia  in 
1876,  Prince  Meschersky  was  preaching  Slavo- 
philism in  the  columns  of  the  Grajdanin,  and  even 
incurred  a  penalty  for  urging  the  Government  to 
exert  itself  more  actively  on  behalf  of  the  Serbs. 
Inspired  by  these  sentiments,  he  set  out  for  General 
Tcherniayeff  s  headquarters  at  Deligrad,  with  the 
object  of  strengthening  his  Slav  sympathie:>  by  per- 
sonal impressions.  But  intercourse  with  the  "  Little- 
Brothers"  brought  him  disappointment,  while 
General  Tcherniayeff  himself  was  likewise  disillu- 
sioned. Eighteen  months  later,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  armistice,  Prince  Meschersky  was  for  two  months 
in  close  touch  with  the  Russian  troops  at  San  Stefano, 
when  he  convinced  himself  that  fraternal  feeling  for 
the  peoples  he  had  been  championing  had  been 
extinguished  in  the  breast  of  the  Russian  soldier. 

A  "  Great  Political  Mistake." 

Passing  to  recent  events,  Prince  Meschersky 
points  out  that  on  the  eve  of  the  last  Balkan  war  the 
Slavophil  cheers  gave  place  to  absurd  laments,  and 
finally  died  down  when  war  broke  out  between  the 
former  allies.  It  was  only  then  that  impartial  per- 
son- recognised  that  the  writer  had  spoken  the  truth 
when  he  asserted  that  th  e  war  of  1K78  had  broken 
all  brotherly  bonds  between  Russia  and  the  Balkan 
Slavs.  He  also  proved  right  when,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war  undertaken  by  the  Balkan  States  against 


•  Previom  article*  in  thi»  series  appeared  on  March  nth,  iHth,  and 
2Jlh.  and  April  Ht,  8th,  and  15th. 
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Turkey,  he  predicted  a  war  between  the  allies.  His- 
torical investigations,  he  says,  entitle  one  to  maintain 
that  Russia  is  not  a  Slav  but  a  multi-racial  State,  in 
which,  however,  the  Slavs  play  a  considerable  part. 
By  taking  up  an  aggressive  attitude  towards  Turkey 
in  the  Eastern  question  Russia  committed  a  great 
political  mistake,  for  thereby  she  created  future 
savage  adversaries  for  herself  out  of  the  nations 
which  had  been  liberated  at  the  price  of  Russian 
blood,  but  were  unable  to  form  civilised  States. 

General  Kuropatkin,  in  a  report  delivered  before  a 
select  audience  in  St.  Petersburg,  likewise  spoke  in 
the  spirit  of  Baron  Rosen's  memorandum.  This 
great  strategist  urged  his  listeners  to  abandon  the 
Balkan  Slavs  to  their  fate  and  to  devote  themselves 
to  the  preparation  of  a  rcvan che  on  the  Far-Eastern 
frontier.  In  order  to  carry  out  such  a  programme, 
he  insisted,  Russia  must  obtain  liberty  to  dispose  of 
all  her  armed  forces  in  case  of  new  complications  in 
the  Far  East,  and  such  liberty  would  be  obtained  in 
the  first  place  by  an  understanding  with  Austria  and 
Germany  with  regard  to  Far-Eastern  affairs. 

Towards  Asia. 

Russia's  whole  foreign  policy  on  the  Asiatic  con- 
tinent at  the  most  dangerous  moments  of  the  Balkan 
crisis  ;  the  energetic  attitude  of  her  diplomacy  in 
Mongolia,  where  she  so  insistently  defended  the 
principle  of  the  "autonomy"  and  the  "independ- 
ence "  of  that  Chinese  province,  which  she  endea- 
voured to  sever  from  China  ;  and  her  never-flagging, 
ever-increasing  pressure  upon  Central  Asia  and 
Northern  Persia — all  these  events,  it  may  be  said  in 
conclusion,  show  that,  in  spite  of  the  Slavophil  utter- 
ances of  many  Russian  statesmen,  Imperialist  Russia 
desires  to  remain  above  all  an  Asiatic  Power.  The 
very  circumstance  that  during  the  past  two  years 
Russia  has  carried  out  a  number  of  trial  mobilisations 
in  those  very  military  districts  which  are  adjacent  to 
her  Eastern  frontiers — chiefly  Chinese  and  Central 
Asian — is  a  significant  symptom  testifying  to  the 
fact  that,  notwithstanding  temporary  deviations,  the 
vessel  of  State  is  continuing  its  course  towards  Asia. 

The  trial  mobilisation  ordered  last  October  by  an 
Imperial  Ukase  was  also  confined  to  the  Asiatic 
districts  of  Russia,  and  for  this  purpose  the  non- 
commissioned and  reserve  officers  were  called  out 
from  the  Skobelev,  Kokand,  Namangan,  Andikan, 
and  Oshsk  districts  of  the  Fergana  Province 
(Turkestan). 

Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  it  was  the  predominat- 
ing interest  of  Russia's  ruling  circles  in  Asiatic  affairs 
that  caused  her  diplomacy,  in  spite  of  the  warlike 
clamour  of  both  Conservative  and  Liberal  papers,  to 
observe  an  exceedingly  cautious  policy  throughout 
the  Balkan  crisis.  She  did  not  wish  to  tie  her  hands 
too  closely  for  the  sake  of  the  "  Little  Brothers,"  or 
to  lose,  in  the  pursuit  of  "  moral  prestige  "  and  the 
Slav  chimera,  those  real  advantages  which  could  be 
seized  at  such  an  opportune  moment,  thanks  to  the 
unsettled  internal  condition  of  China,  Mongolia,  and 
Persia. 

M.  P. 

TrlK  EXD. 


The  organising  committee  of  the  Conference  of 
Bacteriologists,  which  was  to  have  been  held  at 
Kharkov,  has  resolved  to  abandon  the  proposed 
gathering  owing  to  the  demand  of  the  local  autho- 
rities that  no  Jews  should  take  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  committee,  composed  of  members  of  the 
Council  of  the  Empire  and  of  the  Duma,  which  has 
been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  organising  relief  for 
the  victims  of  the  recent  hurricane  in  the  Black  Sea, 
has  been  refused  permission  to  make  collections  for 
that  purpose. 

M.  Smolyaninoff,  the  Curator  of  the  Odessa  School 
District,  has  issued  a  circular  to  the  principals  of  the 
intermediate  schools,  instructing  them  to  employ  no 
teachers  except  those  of  Russian  race,  and  only  to 
admit  Ukrainians  if,  on  inquiry,  they  are  found  to 
belong  to  the  Right. 

The  political  refugee  Adamovitch,  the  former 
editor  of  the  Moryak,  who  last  year  was  extradited 
by  the  Egyptian  Government,  has  now  been  com- 
mitted for  trial  at  Odessa,  with  twenty  others,  on  a 
charge  of  having  established  a  revolutionary  orga- 
nisation among  the  sailors  of  the  mercantile  fleet. 

Wholesale  searches  and  arrests  by  order  of  the 
Okhrana  have  been  carried  out  in  St.  Petersburg 
among  working-men,  trade  unions,  and  students. 
All  the  police-stations  have  been  crowded  to  their 
utmost  capacity,  and  large  numbers  of  the  arrested 
persons  have  had  to  be  transferred  to  the  Krcsty 
Prison. 

On  the  15th  inst.  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of 
Hie  Russian  Technical  Society  was  to  have  been  held 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  causes  of  the 
recent  cases  of  poisoning  in  various  factories. 
l;efore  the  proceedings  could  be  started,  however,  a 
Commis?ary  of  Police  entered  and  announced  that 
the  meeting  had  been  prohibited  by  the  St.  Peters- 
burg Prefect  of  Police. 


Apeil  22,  1*14. 


DUMA    AGAIN  ATTACKED 


Serious  Conflict  with  Government  on 
Legislative  Powers. 

The  final  sitting  of  the  Duma  before  the  adjourn- 
ment for  the  Russian  Easter  was  marked  by  a  serious 
conflict  between  the  Government  and  the  assembly. 

On  the  orders  of  the  day  was  the  Education  Com- 
mittee's report  on  a  Bill  for  improving  the  condition 
of  teachers  at  the  high  schools  for  girls.  The  reporter. 
M.  Kovalevsky  (Octobrist),  explained  to  the  House 
that  the  measure  had  been  drawn  up  on  the  initiative 
of  the  Duma  itself,  owing  to  the  failure  of  thc- 
Govcrnment,  which  had  declared  itself  in  sympathy 
with  the  proposal,  to  produce  a  Bill  dealing  with  the 
subject  in  accordance  with  the  promise  it  gave  in 
November,  191 2.  M.  Kovalevsky  concluded  by 
demanding  urgency  for  the  discussion  of  the  Bill, 
and  the  Duma  promptly  acceded  to  his  request. 

Baron  Taube's  Bombshell. 

At  this  point  something  approaching  a  sensation 
was  caused  by  a  declaration  made  by  Baron  Taube, 
Assistant- Minister  of  Education.  The  Ministry,  he 
stated,  while  urging  no  objections  to  the  provisions 
of  the  measure,  regarded  its  introduction  as  irregular, 
because  the  Government  had  itself  declared  its 
willingness  to  prepare  a  Bill  on  the  same  subject. 
In  justification  of  the  Government's  attitude  he  cited 
Article  57  of  the  Duma  Constitution,  which  he  inter- 
preted as  preventing  the  Duma  from  presenting  a 
measure  on  its  own  initiative  when  once  the  Govern- 
ment had  undertaken  to  deal  with  the  matter  itself. 

For  this  reason,  concluded  Baron  Taube,  the 
Government  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House. 

Professor  Miliukoff  1  Cadet)  at  once  drew  attention 
to  the  importance  of  this  statement,  which,  he  said, 
was  a  striking  illustration  of  the  Government's  new 
attitude  towards  the  Duma.  They  had  already  been 
surprised  by  the  refusal  of  the  President  of  the 
Council  of  Ministers  to  reply  to  Duma  interpella- 
tions ;  and  this  had  been  followed  by  a  demand  on 
the  part  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  that  verbatim 
reports  of  the  Duma  proceedings  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  censorship  authorities  cn  the  same 
conditions  as  the  first  impressions  of  newspaper?.  It 
now  looked  as  if  a  coup  d'etat  were  .approaching. 

A  Revolutionary  Interpretation. 

The  Government  had  never  previously  entertained 
any  doubts  as  to  the  meaning  of  Article  57.  That 
clause  of  the  Duma  statutes  had  been  uniformly  inter- 
preted through  four  Dumas,  which  had  worked  suc- 
cessively on  the  accepted  lines  ;  while  two  of  the 
Bills  produced  by  way  of  the  Duma  s  initiative  had 
even  reached  the  stage  of  receiving  the  Imperial 
sanction.  Now,  however,  it  had  suddenly  occurred 
to  the  Government  that  it  had  been  placing  a  wrong 
interpretation  on  Article  57. 

Count  Hyppolite  Kapnist  (Octobrist  |  said  that  the 
Assistant-Minister's  declaration  amounted  to  an 
alteration  of  the  Duma  Constitution  and  to  the  denial 
of  its  rights  of  legislative  initiative. 

Count  Kapnist's  protest  was  endorsed  by  the 
Nationalist  leader,  Count  Bobrinsky,  who  declared 
that  the  same  view  was  taken  by  all  the  members  of 
the  Education  Committee. 

The  Duma  Unanimous. 

Not  a  single  voice  was  raised  in  the  Duma  in 
defence  of  the  theory  enunciated  by  the  Assistant- 
Minister  of  Education. 

To  the  accompaniment  of  a  perfect  tempest  of 
cheers  the  Duma  thereupon  passed  the  Bill  as 
drafted  by  its  Select  Committee. 

The  three  Articles  of  the  Duma  Constitution  that 
bear  on  the  subject  in  dispute  run  as  follows  : — 

Art.  55. — For  the  purpose  of  the  abolition  or 
alteration  of  an  existing  law,  or  the  issue  of  a 
new  law,  members  of  the  State  Duma  must 
hand  to  the  President  a  written  declaration, 
accompanied  by  a  draft  of  the  main  provisions 
of  the  proposed  alteration  or  innovation,  and  by 
an  explanatory  memorandum.  If  such  a  declara- 
tion is  signed  by  not  fewer  than  thirty  depulies, 
the  President  will  bring  it  up  for  consideration 
by  the  Duma. 

Art.  56. — Ministers  and  heads  of  departments 
whose  duties  such  a  declaration  concerns  must 
be  informed  of  the  date  on  which  it  is  to  be 
read  out  in  the  Duma  at  least  a  full  month  in 
advance,  such  notice  to  be  accompanied  by  a 
copy  of  the  declaration  with  its  enclosures. 
•  Art.  57. — If  the  State  Duma  endorses  the  con- 
siderations set  out  in  the  declaration  as  to  the 
desirability  of  the  abolition  or  alteration  of  an 
existing  law,  or  of  the  issue  of  a  new  law,  a  Bill 
to  that  effect  is  to  be  drafted  and  introduced  into 
the  Duma  by  the  competent  Minister  or  head  of 
department.  If  the  Minister  or  he  »d  of  depart- 
ment declines  to  draft  such  a  Bill,  the  Duma 
may  form  a  Committee  out  of  its  own  midst  for 
the  purpose  of  drafting  its  provisions. 


April  ->-2.  1914. 
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NOTES. 


Cabinet  and  Duma. 

The  hope  that,  yielding  to  the  Tsar's  expressed 
desire,  the  Cabinet  would  make  a  sincere  effort 
to  co-operate  with  the  Duma  has  received  a  very 
decisive  blow,  and  the  character  of  the  "  new 
order"  which  was  blazoned  forth  with  so  much 
ostentation  on  the  retirement  of  Count  Kokovt- 
soff  has  been  strikingly  illuminated.  At  the 
final  sitting  of  the  Duma  before  the  recess  the 
Education  Committee  reported  on  a  Bill  which 
aims  at  improving  the  lot  of  the  teachers  in  high 
schools  for  girls.  The  Bill  had  been  drawn  up 
by  the  Duma  itself  because  the  Government, 
although  eighteen  months  ago  it  promised  to 
introduce  a  measure  dealing  with  that  subject, 
had  failed  to  do  so.  On  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  the  Duma  resolved  to  proceed  to 
the  immediate  discussion  of  the  Bill.  Thereupon 
Baron  Taube,  the  Assistant-Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, declared  on  behalf  of  the  Government  that 
its  introduction  was  regarded  as  irregular 
because,  under  Article  57  of  the  Duma  Consti- 
tution, the  Duma  was  not  entitled  to  take  the 
initiative  in  preparing  a  Bill  on  a  subject  with 
which  the  Government  had  declared  its  willing- 
ness to  deal.  The  Government  therefore,  while 
raising  no  objections  to  the  provisions  of  the 
measure  before  the  House,  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  its  discussion.  It  may  thus  be  taken 
for  granted  that,  although  the  Bill  was  passed 
by  the  Duma  there  and  then,  it  stands  no  chance 
whatever  of  becoming  law. 

Article  57. 

Article  57  of  the  Duma  Constitution,  on  which 
Baron  Taube  relied  to  justify  the  Government's 
attitude,  must  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the 
two  preceding  Articles.  According  to  the  rules 
therein  enunciated,  if  members  of  the  Duma 
wish  to  amend,  abolish,  or  introduce  a  law 
they  must  first  present  their  proposals  to  the 
President  of  the  Duma,  together  with  a  declara- 
tion in  favour  thereof  signed  by  not  fewer  than 
thirty  deputies.  A  month  before  such  a  declara- 
tion is  to  be  read  out  in  the  Duma  the  Ministers 
or  other  officials  whose  department  it  concerns 
must  be  informed  of  its  contents,  and,  if  the 
Duma  endorses  the  suggestions  made,  a  Bdl  to 
that  effect  is  to  be  drafted  and  introduced  by  the 
Government  official  concerned.  If,  however,  the 
latter  declines  to  do  so,  then  the  Duma  itself 
may  form  a  Committee  for  the  preparation  of 
such  a  measure.  Such  are  the  principles  govern- 
ing legislation  by  the  Duma.  Baron  Taube 
claims  that,  because  in  November,  191-,  the 
Government  signified  its  willingness  to  introduce 
a  Bill  as  demanded  and  approved,  the  Duma  is 
debarred  from  presenting  one  on  its  own  initia- 
tive. But  if  Article  57  is  to  be  interpreted  in 
this  spirit,  then  the  Government  has  only  to 
profess  its  willingness  to  legislate,  in  the  indefi- 
nite future,  in  accordance  with  the  Duma's 
request,  and  all  legislation  on  that  subject  may 
be  effectually  prevented. 


Heading  for  a  Crisis. 

The  Article  is  no  doubt  loosely  drawnup  ;  butits 
intention  is  obvious,  and  the  absence  of  an  ex- 
pressed time-limit  cannot  be  held  to  justify  the 
Government  in  placing,  by  the  pretence  of  acquies- 
cence, a  perpetual  "  blocking  motion  "  in  the  way 
of  a  Bill  whose  introduction  it  does  not  desire. 
Moreover,  as  was  pointed  out  in  the  Duma,  this 
is  the  first  occasion  on  which  Ministers  have 
sought  to  interpret  the  Article  in  such  a  manner, 
and  in  the  past  Bills  introduced  on  the  Duma's 
own  initiative  have  actually  received  the  Imperial 
sanction  and  become  law.  Clearly,  then,  Baron 
Taube's  declaration  is  but  part  and  parcel  of  a 
determined  attack  upon  the  Duma's  legislative 
powers,  such  as  was  foreshadowed  in  a  news 
paragraph  we  published  last  week.  Taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  Premier's  refusal  to  answer 
interpellations  in  the  Duma,  with  the  similar 
claim  put  forward  by  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
and  with  the  demand  by  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  for  a  censorship  over  verbatim  reports  of 
the  Duma  proceedings,  this  step,  as  Professor 
Miliukoff  declared,  appears  to  be  leading  to  a 
coup  d'etat.  By  degrees  the  Government  is 
attempting  to  degrade  the  Duma  to  the  position 
of  a  merely  consultative  body,  as  the  Reaction- 
aries are  incessantly  demanding.  If  this  policy 
is  persisted  in,  and  the  Duma  rendered  inarticu- 
late in  spite  of  the  clear  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  Russian  people  will  at  last  be  called 
upon  to  declare  its  will  in  a  manner  that  will 
brook  no  denial.  Two  months  ago  one  of  the 
pillars  of  the  Conservative  party  solemnly 
declared  in  the  Council  of  the  Empire  that  "the 
Russian  ship  of  State  is  drifting  towards  a  dan- 
gerous shore  on  which  it  seems  likely  to  be  dashed 
to  pieces  unless  its  course  is  altered  in  time." 
But  warnings,  whether  from  friend  or  from  foe, 
apparently  have  no  effect  upon  the  present 
Administration . 

Pogrom  Fears. 

This  is  Easter  week  in  Russia,  and  at  the  time 
of  writing  the  fears  that  the  holy  period  would 
be  desecrated  by  anti- Jewish  pogroms  have 
happily  not  been  realised.  For  this  immunity 
the  timely  interpellation  presented  to  the  Duma 
by  the  Social  Democrats  may  have  been  respon- 
sible. That  the  apprehensions  were  founded  011 
something  more  substantial  than  a  mere  state  of 
"  nerves  "  the  authors  of  the  interpellation 
clearly  demonstrated.  Reports  of  pogrom 
preparations  have  been  received  from  many 
districts  in  the  Pale  of  Settlement,  and  their 
simultaneous  arrival  and  the  uniform  character 
of  their  contents  leave  no  doubt,  it  is  stated, 
"  that  the  work  bears  an  organised,  systematic, 
and  centralised  character,  and  that  it  is  being 
carried  on  at  any  rate  with  the  connivance, 
if  not  with  the  direct  co-operation,  of  the 
local  authorities."  In  many  places  "ritual 
murder "  rumours  have  been  assiduously  set  in 
circulation.  Usually  it  is  possible  to  prove 
their  baselessness  at  once  ;  but  there  is  always 
the  chance  that  the  necessary  proof  may  not  be 
immediately  forthcoming,  and  that  the  ignorant 
peasants  may  be  stimulated  into  a  furious  attack 
upon  the  unoffending  Jews.  Such  is  the  menacing 
volcano  upon  which  the  Jews  of  Russia  live  ;  and 
its  danger  is  not  lessened  by  the  outrageous 
language  attributed  to  the  "Black  Hundred" 
Mayor  of  Odessa,  to  which  our  St.  Petersburg 
correspondent  draws  attention.  There  is  scarcely 
a  town  in  which  the  local  authorities  can  be  relied 
upon  to  suppress,  of  their  own  initiative,  attacks 
upon  this  unfortunate  community,  and  it  is 
notorious  that  the  organisation  of  a  campaign  of 
anti-Semitic  violence  receives  no  interference  not 
only  from  them,  but  from  the  central  Adminis- 
tration. It  is  reported — though  we  cannot  vouch 
for  the  truth  of  the  statement — that  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior  has  issued  a  circular  to  the  pro- 
vincial Governors  warning  them  not  to  allow 
Easter  pogroms  ;  that  it  should   be  even  con- 


ceivable that  such  an  order  to  Government 
officials  might  be  necessary  is  a  measure  of  the 
depravity  to  which  the  administration  of  the 
Russian  Empire  has  sunk. 

"  Discovering  "  Russia. 

An  article  in  the  Morning  Pod  raises  the  theory 
that  Englishmen  have  only  just  started  to  dis- 
cover Russia.    The  new  study  was  ushered  in  by 
the  Russian  ballet,  and  proceeded  in  the  direc- 
tion of  truth  via  the  novels  of  Dostoyevsky. 
Previously  our  countrymen  had  been  fed  exclu- 
sively on  lurid  stories  and  journalistic  effusions 
informed  by  imagination  rather  than  by  fact, 
and  punctuated  in  every  paragraph  by  the  burst- 
ing of  a  bomb.    But  the  twinkling  feet  of  Pavlova 
opened  their  eyes  to  the  reality  of  Russian  life, 
and  induced  them  to  extend  their  knowledge  by 
first-hand    investigation.      Hence  the  rush  of 
English  visitors  to  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow, 
and  the  amazing  output  of  books  of  travel  and 
description  dealing  with  the  Russian  Empire. 
The  result,  according  to  the  writer  of  the  article, 
is  that  "  London  must  no  longer  be  fed  on  the 
complaints  of  exiled  Socialists  and  the  horrors 
of  ritual  murders "   (note  in  passing  how  he 
implies  the  truth  of  the  blood  accusation),  and 
that  criticism  of   Russian  social  and  political 
conditions  is   drowned  by  the   ecstatic  p.vans 
offered  up  by  the  worshippers  at  the  shrine  of 
Russian  art.    That  is  what  is  termed  "  discover- 
ing "  Russia.    But  is  this  the  real  Russia  that 
is  being  brought  to  light  ?     Is   Russian  art 
Russian  life  ?    Do  the  iniquities  of  the  Russian 
Government  and  the  miseries  of  the  Russian 
people  vanish  before  the  discovery  that  Russians 
have  produced  masterpieces    in   literature,  in 
music,  and  in  painting,  and  that  Russian  singers 
and  dancers  are  at  the  head  of  their  profession  ? 
Must  we  forget  or  deny  the  horrors  that  are  of 
daily  occurrence,  and  as  real  as  flesh  and  blood 
can  make  them,  before  we  can  properly  pay  the 
a  sthetic  tribute  which  is   the  great  Empire's 
due  ?    Many  of  the  geniuses  before  whom  these 
English  "  discoverers  "  bow  down  in  admiration 
spent  the  best  years  of  their  lives  in  prison.  Is 
nothing  to  be  done  to  save  others  from  a  similar 
fate  P    Dosteyevsky  himself    would  hardly  be 
flattered  by  so   blind  a  worship.  Discoverers 
should  not  go  about  in  blinkers. 

LECTURING  UNDER  DIFFICULTIES. 


Cadet  Deputy  and  Commissary  of  Police. 

A  lecture  on  "  The  State  Budget,"'  which  has  been 
delivered  by  Deputy  Shingareff  without  let  or  hind- 
rance in  a  number  of  towns,  received  the  very  reverse 
of  a  cordial  welcome  from  the  officials  at  Kherson, 
and  even  the  bare  permission  for  its  delivery  could 
only  be  obtained  after  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

On  the  day  of  the  deputy's  arrival  the  railway 
station  was  guarded  by  a  strong  detachment  of 
police,  owing  to  the  alarming  rumours  that  the  local 
"intellectuals"  had  formed  the  seditious  design  of 
welcoming  M.  Shingareff  on  the  platform. 

The  building  in  which  the  lecture  took  place  was 
guarded  with  equal  determination,  particular  care 
being  taken  that  no  students  should  be  admitted  to 
the  hall. 

The  lecturer  himself  was  frequently  interrupted  by 
observations  and  warnings  addressed  to  him  by  the 
Commissary  of  Police.  When  M.  Shingareff,  for 
instance,  casually  remarked  that  an  income-tax  was 
the  fairest  method  of  taxation,  the  Commissary 
uttered  the  admonition  :  — 

"  I  must  request  you  not  to  wander  from  the 
subject.'' 

When,  speaking  of  Russia's  mining  resources,  the 
lecturer  pointed  out  that  manganese  was  liable  to  be 
broken  up  in  transport  for  want  of  careful  handling, 
the  Commissary  became  greatly  alarmed.  "  Please 
do  not  criticise,"  he  interjected  at  this  point. 

But  when  M.  Shingareff  quoted  a  line  from  the 
poet  Nikitin — "Sad  songs  have  fallen  to  my  lot" — 
the  Commissary  evidently  thought  that  this  was  the 
climax  of  political  untrustworthiness,  for,  in  a  voice 
or  thunder  that  sounded  like  an  intimation  of  the 
approach  of  the  fatal  "  third  warning,"  he  shouted  : — 
"  You  must  not  use  such  expiessions  about  Russia  !  ' 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  lecture  the  police  at  once 
dispersed  the  audience  in  order  to  prevent  any 
reception  or  ovation,  and  attended  in  force  at  the 
railway  station  when  M.  Shingareff  left  for  Xikolayev. 
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MODERN  JEW-BAITING. 

The    Exploits  of  Governor  Muratoff,  of 
Kursk. 


[From  Ouk  Own  Corresi'ONdkxt.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  15th. 

An  incident  which  is  characteristic  of  the  official 
attitude  towards  the  Jews  has  lately  come  to  light. 

At  Kursk,  where  M.  Muratoff,  the  champion  of 
militant  reaction,  is  Governor,  a  Jewish  dentist  named 
Berestetskv  has  resided  for  the  past  eleven  vears. 
For  eight  years,  until  two  months  ago,  he  published 
a  local  newspaper  without  any  interference  from  the 
authorities.  Two  years  ago  Governor  Muratoff 
arrived,  and  even  he  took  no  steps  to  prevent  the 
publication  of  the  journal  until  last  February,  when 
he  suddenly  conceived  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  affair.  There  is  a  certain  Senatorial  Ukase  for- 
bidding "  feldschers  "  (an  inferior  grade  of  medical 
assistants) and  midwives  residing  in  the  central  govern- 
ments to  engage  in  any  other  occupation  than  their 
own  profession.  It  will  be  noted  that  this  decree 
contains  no  mention  of  dentists,  who,  according  to  a 
report  presented  to  the  Senate  by  the  Minister  of 
Justice  himself  in  1909,  are  recognised  as  persons 
holding  a  higher  educational  degree,  which  confers 
upon  them  the  right  of  engaging  in  any  occupation. 

No  Begard  for  the  Law. 

The  Kursk  authorities,  however,  paid  no  regard  to 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  on  February  3rd  an 
order  was  issued  for  the  expulsion  of  M.  Berestetskv 
within  a  fortnight.  Two  days  later  the  provincial 
Court  granted  M.  Berestestsky  a  three  months' 
respite.  On  February  20th,  however,  there  came  a 
personal  order  from  the  Governor  instructing  the 
police  to  stop  the  publication  of  the  paper,  while  at 
the  same  time  rescinding  the  expulsion  order.  This 
document  was  accompanied  by  the  following  curious 
statement,  penned  by  the  Governor  : — 

"  Of  course  I  neither  suspend  nor  stop  the  publi- 
cation of  the  paper,  since  this  could  only  be  done  by 
a  court  of  law.  I  merely  confine  myself  to  putting  a 
stop  to  Berestetsky's  participation  in  the  paper,  seeing 
that  he  has  no  right  to  engage  in  anything  but  his 
own  profession." 

Equally  capricious  was  the  attitude  of  the  Kursk 
authorities  on  the  question  of  the  legality  of  M. 
Berestetsky's  passport.  After  having  granted  him 
a  permanent  passport  in  1904,  the  police  deprived 
him  of  it  in  1912,  replacing  it  by  one  issued  for  the 
term  of  five  years.  Last  February,  however,  even 
the  new  passport  was  declared  to  be  irregular  and  in 
need  of  cancellation,  and  for  this  purpose  recourse 
was  had  to  a  somewhat  strange  method  of  pro- 
cedure. 

Police  Violence. 

On  the  night  of  February  8th  the  dentist's  resi- 
dence was  raided  by  a  strong  detachment  of  police, 
headed  by  a  Commissary.  M.  Berestetskv  declined 
to  hand  over  his  passport  on  a  demand  made  in  such 
extraordinary  circumstances,  and  the  next  morning 
he  reported  the  matter  to  the  Procureur  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court ;  at  the  same  time  he  sent  his  passport  to 
the  Police  Department,  together  with  a  complaint 
against  the  action  of  the  local  police.  The  latter, 
however,  did  not  wait  for  the  decision  of  the  higher 
authority,  and  on  February  12th  declared  the  pass- 
port to  be  invalid,  and  prosecuted  M.  Berestetsky, 
under  Article  29  of  the  Penal  Code,  for  resisting  the 
"  lawful  '  demands  of  the  police. 

Altogether  the  two  years  of  M.  Muratoff  s  rule  at 
Kursk  have  given  rise  to  a  great  depression  in  every 
department  of  activity  throughout  both  the  town  and 
the  whole  province.  Public  life  seems  to  have  died 
out  altogether,  as  no  meetings  of  any  kind  are 
allowed.  The  newspaper  sales  have  been  reduced  to 
a  half,  and  even  a  third,  of  their  former  dimensions, 
while  the  number  of  library  subscribers  and  readers 
has  diminished  in  the  same  proportion.  Even  such 
public  bodies  as  the  Medical  Society,  the  Education 
Society,  and  so  forth,  which  are  entitled  by  their 
statutes  to  hold  public  meetings,  consider  it  wiser 
not  to  call  attention  to  their  existence,  for  fear  of 
repres-ion  and  persecution. 

A  Protest  to  tho  Premier. 

Since  the  closure  of  M.  Berestetsky's  very  moderate 
paper  all  attempts  to  found  another  journal  have 
been  wrecked  either  by  M.  Muratoff's  absolute  refusal 
to  grant  permission  for  publication  or  by  his  threat 
to  ruin  the  proposed  new  paper  by  incessant  fines. 
Even  applications  for  the  publication  of  a  "  Com- 
mercial Bulletin  "  and  a  "  Theatrical  Gazette  "  have 
been  refused,  the  apprehension  being  evidently 
entertained  that  any  printed  leaflet  may  be  turned 
into  an  organ  of  a  "  socially  dangerous  character. 

The  Governor's  regulations  for  the  trade  of  the 
town  and  the  province  of  Kursk  have  proved  no  less 
oppressive.  The  local  Exchange  Committee  recently 
telegraphed  a  complaint  to  the  President  of  the 
Council  of  Ministers,  which,  after  briefly  enumerating 


the  various  unlawful  steps  taken  against  the  Jews, 
proceeded  as  follows  : — 

"All  these  proceedings  create  a  panic  among  the 
local  Jews  who  are  connected  with  trade  and  industry, 
and  deprives  them  of  security  and  of  the  means  of 
carrying  on  their  business,  thus  undermining  the  very 
root  of  their  (xonomic  prosperity.  This,  of  course, 
has  also  an  injurious  effect  on  the  economic  position 
of  the  purely  Russian  trading  class,  which  for  many 
years  has  been  connected  by  trade  relations  with 
Jewish  merchants  and  commercial  travellers.  The 
complaints  on  this  matter  occasionally  made  to  the 
local  Governor  by  the  inhabitants  of  Russian  race 
have  received  no  attention.  The  administrative 
measures  above  described  have  considerably  reduced 
the  turnover  of  the  business  transacted  on  the  Kursk 
Exchange,  and  have  diminished  the  number  of 
visitors  by  half  ;  and  this  must  inevitably  lead  to  the 
decav  of  the  Exchange." 

If  the  situation  here  described  applied  only  to 
Kursk  under  M.  Muratoff,  it  would  perhaps  scarcely 
be  worth  while  to  dwell  upon  it  at  such  length.  But 
the  destruction  of  the  economic  life  of  Russia  under 
the  influence  of  the  Nationalist  policy  is  now  pro- 
ceeding everywhere.  Atithe  present  moment  the 
whole  of  the  South  of  Russia  is  passing  through  a 
period  of  trade  stagnation  owing  to  the  pre-Easter 
pogrom  agitation  against  the  Jews. 

A  "Black  Hundred"  Mayor. 
The  Mayor  of  Odessa,  who  belongs  to  the  Black 
Hundred  camp,  recently  told  a  representative  of  the 
Odcsskia  Novosti  that,  if  the  Press  continued  its 
attacks  upon  his  administration,  "any  day  might 
bring  down  a  savage  and  bloody  vengeance  upon  the 
Jewish  population,  and  it  would  then  be  impossible 
to  stem  the  wild  rush  of  the  popular  fury."  On  the 
journalist  asking  what  the  Jewish  population  had  to 
do  with  the  alleged  offences  of  the  Progressive  Press, 
the  Mayor,  M.  Pelican,  replied  :— 

The  crowd  makes  no  distinctions,  and  strikes  out 
from  the  shoulder." 

The  Mayor  was  still  more  explicit  with  the  repre- 
sentative of  another  journal,  to  whom  he  declared  : — 
"  You  will  shortly  be  confronted  by  pogroms  com- 
pared to  which  those  of  October,  1905,  will  seem 
mere  child's  play." 

"What  do  you  mean?"  inquired  his  interviewer. 
"  Have  you  already  prepared  the  slaughter  ?  " 

"  You  need  not  trouble  about  that,"  replied  the 
Mayor.  "  Don't  you  see  that  another  revolution  is 
impending  ?  But  we  will  drown  every  attempt  in 
that  direction  in  streams  of  blood,  and  in  the  first 
place  our  party  will  get  even  with  you  and  your 
newspaper  offices.  This  time  we  shall  not  strike  at 
random,  but  will  direct  all  our  blows  upon  your 
intellectuals.  And,  I  warn  you,  the  execution  will 
be  savage  and  without  pity.' 

According  to  a  telegram  from  St.  Petersburg 
published  in  a  Warsaw  paper,  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  has  issued  orders  to  the  provincial  Governors 
to  the  effect  that  they  must  not  allow  anti-Jewish 
excesses  during  the  Russian  Easter,  which  began 
last  Sunday.  Last  week  we  gave  the  terms  of  an 
interpellation  presented  tf)  the  Duma  by  the  Social 
Democrats,  in  which  the  fear  of  Easter  pogroms 
was  very  vividly  expressed,  and  justified  by  a  number 
of  alarming  reports  from  various  parts  of  the  country. 


had  been  seized  by  the  Jews,  locked  up  in  a  cellar, 
and  tortured  to  death  for  "  ritual  "  purposes.  Later 
on  it  was  discovered  that  the  missing  girl  had 
drowned  herself  in  the  River  N'ieman,  having  been 
reduced  to  despair  by  the  departure  of  her  lover. 
When  the  bodv  was  found  it  bore  no  marks  of 
violence.  In  this  case  the  origination  of  the  "ritual " 
fable  was  traced  to  a  man  who  has  made  himself 
notorious  by  repeatedly  visiting  the  police  and  offer- 
ing to  put  them  on  the  track  of  imaginary  offenders 
on  payment  of  a  reward.  For  stating  in  this  case 
that  the  official  inquiry  had  fully  established  the 

ritual "  character  of  the  alleged  murder,  the 
Lithuanian  journal  Willis  has  been  fined  100  roubles 
by  the  Governor  of  Kovno. 

The  Government  has  ordered  the  entire  material  of 
the  inquiry  into  the  murder  of  the  Jewish  boy 
Joseph  Pashkoff,  which  took  place  some  months  ago 
at  Fastov,  to  be  sent  to  St.  Petersburg.  It  is  now 
rumoured  that  the  man  Gontcharuk,  who  is 
accused  of  the  crime,  has  been  in  close  connection 
with  the  Detective  Department.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  the  discovery  of  the  dead  body  of  Pashkoff 
gave  rise  to  a  "  ritual  "  charge,  and  that  when  it  was 
discovered  that  the  murdered  boy  was  a  Jew  the 
endeavour  was  unsuccessfully  made  to  identify  the 
body  with  the  son  of  a  ( iovernment  official  who  was 
said  to  be  missing. 


AN   EDITORS  APPEAL 


Waiting  Five  Years  for  Decision  as  to  a 
Fine. 


"RITUAL"  SCARES. 

An  Epidemic  of  Baseless  Rumours. 

On  the  14th  inst.  the  wife  of  a  house-porter  at 
Pabianitze,  near  Lodz,  rushed  into  the  local  syna- 
gogue shouting  "  Give  me  back  the  child  ! "  and 
charging  the  Rabbi  with!  having  abducted  her  son. 
She  then  ran  out  into  the  street  and  raised  an  alarm 
against  the  Jews.  On  hearing  her  cries  a  crowd  of 
peasants  broke  into  the  synagogue  shouting  "  Destroy 
the  Jews!  "  After  creating  a  panic  among  the  con- 
gregation they  started  to  search  the  Jewish  houses  in 
the  neighbourhood.  With  great  difficulty  the  police 
managed  to  disperse  the  crowd.  Ultimately  the 
"  missing  "  boy  was  found  at  his  parents'  house,  and 
the  mother  was  arrested. 

On  the  same  day  anti-Jewish  riots,  also  caused  by 
a  revival  of  the  blood  libel,  occurred  at  Rawa,  in  the 
government  of  Pctrokov,  and  at  Raygrod,  in  the 
government  of  Lomza. 

At  Byelaya  Tscrkov,  in  the  government  of  Kiev, 
the  Jews  were  lately  menaced  with  a  general  attack 
owing  to  the  disappearance  of  the  three-year-old 
daughter  of  a  woman  who  is  in  service  with  a  local 
Black  Hundred  worker  named  Vassiltchenko.  The 
latter  had  circulated  a  rumour  that  his  servant's  child 
had  been  killed  by  the  Jews  for  "  ritual  "  purposes, 
and  the  absurd  story  immediately  found  credence 
among  the  ignorant  population.  On  a  search  being 
made,  however,  the  little  girl  was  found  unharmed 
outside  the  town,  whither  she  had  been  carried  off 
by  a  beggar  and  robbed  of  her  cloak  and  goloshes. 

A  similar  rumour  recently  spread  through  the 
town  of  Kovno.  A  peasant  girl,  twenty  vears  of  age, 
disappeared  on  March  30th,  and  it  was  stated  that  she 


An  appeal  addressed  to  the  Senate  by  M.  Spassky, 
editor  of  the  Urahki  Kiay,  against  a  fine  of  500 
roubles  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Governor  of  Perm, 
has  already  been  awaiting  decision  for  nearly  five 
years,  and  there  is  still  no  prospect  that  judgment 
will  be  pronounced  upon  it  with  any  excessive  haste. 

It  was  in  July,  1909,  that  M.  Spassky  was  penalised 
in  summary  fashion  for  publishing  an  article  dealing 
with  the  Jaures  interpellation  in  the  French  Chamber 
relating  to  the  terrorist  acts  of  the  Russian  agenl- 
provocateur  Azef  and  the  general  activity  of  the 
Russian  secret  police  in  Paris.  In  his  appeal  the 
editor  pointed  out  that  the  incriminated  article  wa^. 
as  it  professed  to  be.  an  abridged  version  of  an 
article  published  in  the  Reich,  while  the  facts  had 
been  taken  from  messages  circulated  by  the 
semi-official  St.  Petersburg  Telegraphic  Agency. 
The  additional  paragraph  objected  to  was  a  short 
official  item  of  news  which  had  made  the  round  of 
the  entire  Russian  Press,  and  which  quoted  a  German 
paper  as  its  source. 

In  reply  to  the  Senate's  inquiry,  the  Governor  of 
Perm  explained  that  in  imposing  the  fine  he  had 
been  chiefly  guided  by  the  general  tendency  of  the 
paper,  which  was  opposed  to  the  Government.  For 
this  reason  it  had  been  prosecuted  eight  times  during 
the  first  year  of  its  existence,  although  the  proceed- 
ings had  to  be  stopped  in  each  case  on  the  advice  of 
the  Public  Prosecutions  Department.  He  had,  how- 
ever, suspended  the  publication  of  the  paper  during 
the  operation  of  the  Extraordinary  Okhrana  regime 
in  the  town  of  Ekaterinburg,  had  twice  closed  the 
printing  works  where  it  was  produced,  and  had 
repeatedly  imposed  penalties  on  M.  Spassky  under 
the  Compulsory  Orders  regulations. 

The  First  Department  of  the  Senate  thereupon 
quashed  the  order  of  the  Governor,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  general  tendency  of  the  paper  could 
not  be  accepted  as  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  fine.  When,  however,  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations,  this  decision  was  sent  to  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior  for  signature,  the  latter  refused  to 
endorse  it,  stating  that  in  his  opinion  appeals  against 
the  actions  of  Governors  could  only  be  considered 
on  the  merits  of  each  case  by  the  Minister  himself, 
who  was  at  liberty  to  deal  with  such  cases  at  his 
discretion,  while  the  Senate  was  only  entitled  to 
judge  as  to  the  legality  of  the  Minister's  decision. 

As  the  members  of  the  First  Department  dissented 
from  the  Minister's  interpretation  of  the  law,  the  case 
was  referred  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  Senate. 
Here,  however,  opinions  were  divided  on  the  subject. 

In  consequence  the  case  has  now  been  transferred 
to  the  Consulting  Committee  of  the  Ministry  of 
Justice,  and  thus  there  is  every  likelihood  that  M. 
Spassky  will  have  to  exercise  further  patience  before 
he  gains  the  satisfaction  of  recovering  or  of  losing 
irretrievably  the  500  roubles  exacted  from  him  for 
the  general  tendency  of  his  paper. 


The  Ministry  of  Finance  has  made  a  grant  of 
-5,000  roubles  to  the  Bessarabian  branch  of  the  Union 
of  Eus;-ian  People,  the  notorious  Reactionary  organi- 
sation which  preaches  pogroms  and  the  oppression 
of  the  subject  nationalities. 

At  Kremcntchug  a  boy  of  three  was  recently 
arrested  by  the  police  on  a  charge  of  arson.  When 
the  "  criminal "  was  brought  into  court,  he  started  to 
cry.  The  Judge  thereupon  dismissed  the  case, 
handing  the  prisoner  over  to  his  mother. 
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THE   AGENT  PROVOCATEUR. 


Speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons  last  week 
cm  the  recent  operations  in  Ulster,  Mr.  Balfour 
referred  in  striking  language  to  a  charge  that 
has  been  freely  levelled  against  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  in  connection  with  their  Irish  policy. 
He  said : — 

"There  is  one  character  disgusting  to  every 
policeman,  one  which  even  the  meanest  criminal 
thinks  inferior  to  himself  in  point  of  morals,  and 
that  character  is  the  agent  provocateur." 

It  is  not  for  us,  of  course,  to  discuss  how  far 
this  allegation  is  justified  by  the  events  to  which 
it  is  applied.  But  we  cannot  help  being  struck 
by  the  fact  that  in  these  days  of  Anglo-Russian 
"  friendship  "  it  should  be  thought  fit  to  define 
the  acts  of  the  British  Administration  in  terms 
of  Russian  misrule.  Within  the  past  few  weeks 
the  words  "  provocation  "  and  "  pogrom  "  have 
lavishly  adorned  speeches  and  articles  on  the 
Irish  crisis,  and  they  have  emanated  from  a 
quarter  in  which  the  principles  of  the  Entente 
are  most  enthusiastically  upheld.  It  appears, 
then,  that  even  the  staunchest  political  friends 
of  Russia  in  this  country  are  fully  alive  to  the 
official  atrocities  that  are  of  common  occurrence 
in  the  Empire  of  the  Tsar,  seeing  that  for  the 
purpose  of  castigating  their  domestic  opponents 
Uiey  select  as  tneir  strongest  weapon  comparison 
with  the  licensed  butchers  of  the  Russian 
Government.  Here  they  are  more  bitter  in 
their  implication  even  than  those  British 
Socialists  and  militant  agitators  who,  in  moments 
of  exasperation,  are  accustomed  to  denounce 
their  own  police  as  "  Cossacks  ";  for  the  latter, 
after  all,  however  brutal  their  actions,  are  merely 
the  executants  of  orders  received  from  above, 
whereas  "  pogroms  "  and  acts  of  "  provocation  " 
proceed  directly  from  the  authorities  them- 
selves. 

Since  the  sinister  figure  of  the  Russian  agent 
provocateur  has  been  thus  dramatically  introduced 
into  the  arena  of  British  politics,  we  may  permit 
ourselves  to  say  a  few  words  about  his  peculiar 
activity.  We  find  an  additional  motive  for  so 
doing  in  the  fact  that  there  is  evidently  some 
misconception  abroad  as  to  what  "  provoca- 
tion "  in  Russia  really  means,  even  among  those 
who  should  be  the  last  to  plead  ignorance  of  the 
subject.  In  a  review  of  a  recent  book  on  Russia 
appearing  in  the  Outlook  the  writer  actually  goes 
the  length  of  defending  the  employment  of  the 
agent  provocateur,  while  in  the  same  breath  dis- 
avowing any  sympathy  with  the  system.  "He 
is  to  a  political  system  what  the  spy  is  to  an 
army,"  declares  the  reviewer.  And  again  : 
"  Provokatzia,  where  revolutionary  forces  are  at 
work,  is  the  menaced  rulers'  only  chance  of  self- 
defence.  It  is  nothing  more  than  the  time- 
honoured — or,  as  the  Intelligentzia  would  regard 
it,  dishonoured — -practice  of  setting  a  thief  to 
catch  a  thief."  To  make  such  statements  is  to 
ignore  a  mass  of  facts,  incontestably  established, 
which  prove  that  the  Russian  agent  provocateur  is 
something  very  much  more  than  a  spy,  or  a  thief 
set  to  catch  a  thief.  His  labours  extend  even 
beyond  the  incitement  of  disorder,  which  was 
the  particular  branch  of  activity  Mr.  Balfour  had 
in  mind.  The  most  notorious  members  of  this 
abominable  profession  are  criminals  themselves, 
the  organisers  and  authors  of  some  of  the  most 


signal  outrages  that  have  marked  recent  Russian 
history. 

The  agent  provocateur  is    a   creature  in  the 
employ  of  the  Okhrana,  or  secret  political  police, 
a  body  which  for  years  has  managed  to  maintain 
its  existence  largely  by  the  deliberate  manufac- 
ture of  crime.    As  a  rule  he  sets  about  his  busi- 
ness by  worming  his  way  into  the  confidence 
and  counsels  of  the  revolutionary  elements,  or  of 
those  who  have  incurred  the  suspicion  of  the 
authorities,  and  one  of  his  duties,  no  doubt,  is  to 
act  as  a  police  spy.    But  he  has  to  live,  and  his 
superiors  have  to  live,  and  their  only  living  comes 
from   the  detection  of  crime.     Frequently  it 
happens  that  the  revolutionaries — real  or  so- 
called — are  not  sufficiently  obliging  to  offend 
against  the  law  ;  and  then  it  becomes  necessary 
to  give  matters  a  helping  hand.    A  favourite 
device  is  to  provoke   a   popular   outbreak  of 
violence,  which   gives  the   forces  of  law  and 
order  the  opportunity  of  asserting  themselves. 
But  on  countless  occasions,  as  we  have  said,  the 
Okhrana  agents,  in  their  assumed  capacity  of 
members  of  the  revolutionary  societies,  have  nob 
scrupled  to  organise  and  carry  out  themselves 
the  most  ghastly  acts  of  terrorism.    The  name 
that  occurs  most  readily  to  mind  in  this  connec- 
tion is  that  of  the   world-famous  Azef,  whose 
exploits  in  the  double  role  of  revolutionary  and 
secret  police  agent  tr;  ns  ^end  the  most  daring 
feats  of  imagination  pfej  £ot  oy  tne  sensational 
novelist.     He  was  the  prime  author   of  the 
assassination  of  Plehve  and  the  Grand  Duke 
Sergius,  and  he  was  responsible  for  attempts — 
many  of  them  successful — on  the  lives  of  score3  of 
other  prominent  Russian?.    Incidentally  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  the  services  of  these  men  have 
often  been  employed  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
rid  of  a  powerful  statesman  who  has  rendered 
himself  obnoxious  to  the  ruling  clique.    The  late 
M.  Stolypin,  who  lamely  sought  to  convince  the 
world  that  Azef  was  nothing  more  than  a  spy, 
was  himself  assassinated  by  a  member  of  the 
same  official  institution.    Others  whose  names 
will  for  ever  be  prominent  in  the  roll  of  the 
agents   provocateurs    are    Harting,    a  leading 
member  of  the  Russian  secret  police  in  Paris, 
who,    under    his    other    name   of  Landesen, 
was  denounced  by  the  French   police   as  the 
author  of  a  Nihilist    plot  against   the  life  of 
the  Tsar ;  Jagolkovsky,  who  played  a  similar 
part  in  Belgium,  and  whom  only  the  protection 
of  the  Russian  Government  saved  from  a  sen- 
tence of  penal  servitude  for  life  passed  upon  him 
by  the  Belgian  courts  ;  Zubatoff,  who,  while  head 
of  the  Moscow  police,  organised  associations  of 
disaffected  working-men  j  the  mysterious  Father 
Gapon,  who  led  the  St.  Petersburg  crowd  to  its 
massacre  on  "Bloody  Sunday  "  ;  and  a  countless 
crowd  of  lesser  lights.  Not  one  of  them  has  ever 
been  brought  to  justice  for  the  appalling  crimes 
he  arranged  or  committed — except  now  and  again 
at  the  hands  of  the  deluded  revolutionaries.  The 
system  is  an  integral  part  of  the  Russian  police 
administration,    and    therefore     the  Russian 
Government  cannot  escape  the  withering  con- 
demnation  uttered  by   Mr.  Balfour   when  he 
described  the  agent  provocateur  in  the  terms  we 
have  reproduced  above.    The  fact  is,  of  course, 
however  much  diplomatists  may  try  to  disguise 
it  when  it  suits  their  purpose,  that  the  Russian 
administration  is  a  byword  among  all  civilised 
nations,  and  its  chief  peculiarities  furnish  words 
that  rise  instinctively  to  the  lips  even  of  the  most 
restrained  politicians  when  the  feeling  of  horror 
desires  to  find  emphatic  expression. 


EXILE    IN    THE  ARCTIC. 


Forsaken  Swamp  in  the  Far  North  for 
Political  Offenders. 


St.  Petersburg,  April  30th,  1914. 
During  the  recent  years  of  "pacification"  and 
"  tranquillisation  "  the  whole  of  Eastern  Siberia  has 
been  passing  through  a  period  of  rapid  and  forced 
colonisation,  the  deportation  of  political  offenders 
having  assumed  such  dimensions  that  the  old  places 
of  exile  are  no  longer  sufficient.  The  authorities  are 
now  sending  exiles  further  and  further  north,  crowd- 
ing them  into  the  most  deserted  regions  of  marshy 
forest  land  (taigas).  Many  of  these  places,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  roads  and  population,  are  entirely  cut 
off  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  death  threatens 
the  unfortunate  men  and  women  who  are  sent  there 
with  no  provision  for  their  needs. 

Seventy-One  Degrees  North. 

Last  year  Russkoe  Ustye,  which  is  the  most 
northerly  point  selected  for  human  habitation,  was 
added  to  the  list.  Russkoe  Ustye  is  situated  in  a 
latitude  of  7ideg.  N.,  on  the  River  Indiguirka,  and  is 
about  fifty  miles  distant  from  the  Arctic  Ocean.  To 
reach  it  involves  a  three  months'  uninterrupted 
march  from  Yakutsk. 

Here,  in  the  midst  of  a  woodless,  bare,  and 
entirely  uninhabited  swamp,  almost  on  the  shore  of 
the  Arctic  Ocean,  a  few  wretched  huts  have  been 
erected,  and  that  is  all  that  forms  the  new  place  of 
exile.  All  around  there  is  the  endless  desert  of  the 
North,  without  any  habitation  for  hundreds  of  miles. 
About  600  miles  awav  is  to  be  found  the  wretcheri 
village  of  Ust-Yansk,  which  is  used  as  a  shelter  by 
the  men  employed  in  the  liquor  transport  service. 
There  is,  of  course,  no  postal  service  in  that  forlorn 
country,  and  no  regular  communication  with  the 
rest  of  the  world.  Everything  is  left  to  chance.  If 
an  opportunity  happens  to  occur,  mails  are  delivered  ; 
otherwise  no  communications  are  received  for  a  year 
or  two. 

The  Nine-Months'  Winter. 

In  this  region  the  extremely  severe  winter  lasts 
for  nine  months.  During  that  time  people  become 
accustomed  to  the  absence  of  the  sun,  which  only 
shows  itself  for  an  hour  or  two.  Like  a  narrow  streak 
of  light  before  the  dawn,  the  terribly  wan  Polar  sun 
shines  at  noon  over  the  immense  shroud  of  snow, 
and  quickly  disappears,  to  be  followed  by  the  long, 
wearisome  Polar  night,  whose  gravelike  quiet  is  only 
disturbed  by  the  roaring  of  the  ocean  and  the  howl- 
ing of  the  storm. 

Civilisation  has  not  touched  this  melancholy 
country  of  the  extreme  North,  except  to  bring  it 
alcohol  and  syphilis.  Every  year,  as  soon  as  the  roads 
become  passable,  large  caravans  move  northwards 
from  Ust-Yansk  carrying  spirits,  for  which  the  traders 
obtain  valuable  furs  from  the  Indiguirians  by  way  of 
barter.  Then  follows  a  time  of  general  drunkenness, 
when  the  Indiguirian  rapidly  drinks  away  everything 
he  has  managed  to  hoard  during  the  year.  The 
alcoholisation  of  the  country  is  proceeding  apace, 
and  has  already  brought  its  usual  fruit;  the  population 
is  deteriorating,  contracting  venereal  diseases,  and 
even  dying  out  here  and  there. 

Semi-Starvation. 

Christianity  is  utterly  unknown  here,  and  there  is 
not  a  single  medical  man  to  be  found  in  the  region, 
where  a  man  who  can  even  read  is  a  great  rarity. 
So  simple  an  article  as  a  lamp  is  still  utterly  unknown. 
The  Indiguirian  lives  in  a  state  of  permanent  semi- 
starvation,  his  food  consisting  almost  exclusively  of 
dried  and  half-putrid  fish. 

Now  this  forsaken  place  has  been  included  by  the 
Russian  Police  Department  in  the  deportation  area. 
It  is  clear  that  the  exile  will  find  no  chance  of  earning 
a  living,  and  that  he  will  be  doomed,  if  not  to  death, 
certainly  to  the  most  desperate  conditions  of  life.  It 
is  therefore  easy  to  foresee  that  the  exiles  in  this 
region  will  figure  largely  in  the  suicide  statistics. 


A  landowner  named  Zitser,  belonging  to  the  Holm 
district,  has  been  fined  500  roubles,  with  the  alter- 
native of  three  months'  imprisonment,  for  delivering 
a  speech  in  Polish. 
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FINLAND'S  PETITION. 

Diet  Appeals  to  the  Tsar  to   Restore  the 
Country's  Rights. 

On  April  2f>th,  after  a  protracted  debate,  the 
Finnish  Diet  passed  a  "  Loyal  Petition  for  the 
Restoration  of  Lawful  Order  in  the  Country." 

The  text  of  the  petition,  drafted  by  the  Diet's 
Fundamental  L*ws  Committee,  was  severely  criti- 
cised by  the  Social  Democratic  spokesmen,  who 
objected  to  its  "  excessively  moderate  "  tone  and  to 
the  insufficiency  of  the  demands  formulated.  All 
their  amendments  were,  however,  rejected. 

The  petition,  which  is  a  document  covering  forty 
pages  in  print,  contains  the  following  requests, 
addressed  to  the  Emperor-Grand  Duke  : — 

(1)  That  a  stop  should  be  put  to  the  enforcement 
of  decisions  issued  contrary  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  country. 

(2)  That  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  country  with 
regard  to  Government  appointments  and  the  func- 
tions of  Government  institutions  should  be  observed, 
and  that  any  infringements  of  those  laws  hitherto 
committed  should  be  rectified. 

(3)  That  Finnish  citizens  who  have  been  faithful 
to  the  Finnish  laws  and  legal  order,  and  who  have 
been  condemned  cn  the  strength  of  the  Russian 
Equality  Law,  should  be  reinstated  in  their  legal  rights. 

(4)  That  the  preparations  for  extending  the  use  of 
the  Russian  language  in  official  affairs  should  cease, 
and  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  ensure  that  the 
existing  laws  with  regard  to  the  use  of  the  Russian, 
Finnish,  and  Swedish  languages  are  strictly  respected 
by  the  authorities. 

(5)  That  the  Finnish  citizens  should  be  left  in  the 
undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the  liberty  of  speech, 
association,  and  meeting,  and  of  the  inviolability  of 
the  person  secured  to  them  by  the  fundamental  laws, 
and  that  the  schemes  now  in  preparation,  which  are 
contrary  to  the  law  and  opposed  to  the  interests  of 
Finland,  should  be  abandoned. 

The  New  Policy  and  the  Old. 

Our  Helsingfors  correspondent  writes  : — 
The  Diet's  petition  to  the  Tsar  begins  with  a 
review  of  Alexander  I.'s  Finnish  policy,  which  was 
to  allow  Finland  to  live  under  her  own  laws,  free  to 
manage  her  internal  affairs.  This  policy,  which  was 
followed  by  Alexander's  successors,  resulted  in  the 
general  development  of  the  country.  It  was  also 
intended  to  remove  the  distrust  of  Russia  which  had 
been  implanted  in  the  Finnish  people  during  previous 
centuries.  The  present  Russian  policy,  it  is  declared, 
has  convinced  the  Finnish  people  that  their  welfare 
is  quite  foreign  to  the  aims  of  the  Government,  which 
is  regarded  as  the  country's  oppressor. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  the  Russian  system  of  vio- 
lence is  directed  chiefly  by  the  Governor-General  of 
Finland,  at  whose  initiative  a  number  of  Russian 
decrees  violating  Finnish  autonomy  have  been  issued. 
M.  Seyn  has  found  a  ready  tool  in  the  Senate's 
Department  of  Economy,  which  is  now  composed 
mostly  of  Russians.  Provincial  Governorships  have 
been  given  to  men  who  show  their  open  contempt 
for  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  the  Procurator 
ignores  his  duties  when  flagrant  violations  of  law 
have  been  committed.  Russians  or  corrupt  Finnish 
adventurers  have  been  appointed  to  State  offices  ; 
and  law-abiding  officials  are  punished  with  suspen- 
sions, fines,  or  dismissal.  Special  reference  is  made 
to  the  outrageous  and  illegal  abuse  of  power  com- 
mitted by  the  Commandant  of  the  Viborg  fortress 
in  banishing  private  citizens,  journalists,  and  pilots 
who  have  incurred  his  dislike.  All  complaints  are 
in  vain,  since  his  actions  are  upheld  by  the 
Governor-General. 

Obnoxious  Bills. 
The  petition  also  refers  to  the  Bills  which  are 
being  prepared  in  the  Russian  Ministries  for  the 
further  curtailment  of  Finnish  autonomy.  Particular 
mention  is  made  of  the  Bill  for  the  introduction  of 
the  Russian  language  into  Finland's  administration, 
by  which  affairs  in  general  will  be  brought  into 
a  state  of  confusion  ;  the  Bill  for  the  annexation 
of  the  Viborg  parishes,  which  is  characterised  as 
a  gross  violation  of  Finland's  Constitution  and  a 
national  insult  ;  and  the  Bill  for  the  trial  according 
to  Russian  law  of  State  offences  committed  in  Fin- 
land, which  entirely  ignores  the  Finnish  fundamental 
laws  and  will  lead  to  a  drastic  alteration  of  the 
Finnish  Criminal  Code,  since  a  number  of  acts 
which  are  not  regarded  by  Finnish  law  as  criminal 
are  regarded  as  such  by  Russian  law. 

The  petition  finally  points  out  that  the  Finnish 
people  cannot  co-operate  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
present  system,  and  must  resist  it  by  all  legal  means. 
Co-operation  between  the  Government  and  the 
governed,  it  is  added,  is  necessary  to  the  welfare  of 
the  State,  and  the  first  condition  of  its  establishment 
is  that  the  violated  and  broken  Constitution  shall  be 
restored. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  Customs  duties  on 
foreign  corn  and  grain  the  Diet  has  adopted  a  special 
protest. 


EXPULSION    OF  JEWS. 

Protests   Against    Driving   580  Families 
Out  of  Kiev. 


The  Governor  of  Kiev  has  refused  the  request  of 
a  Jewish  deputation,  headed  by  the  local  Rabbi,  that 
the  execution  of  the  expulsion  orders  issued  against 
5  No  Jewish  families  should  be  delayed.  The  orders 
were  made  on  the  ground  that  the  members  of  these 
families  had  lost  the  right  of  residing  in  Kiev  in 
consequence  of  the  closure  of  three  gymnasium 
schools  in  which  their  children  had  been  receiving 
their  education.  At  the  request  of  a  number  of 
house-owners  who  arc  threatened  with  ruin  through 
the  expulsion  of  their  Jewish  tenants,  the  Mayor  of 
Kiev  has  petitioned  the  Governor-General  to  post- 
pone the  expulsions  until  the  pupils  of  the  closed 
schools  have  been  enabled  to  enter  other  schools. 

The  Russian  Mercantile  Corporation  at  Kiev  has 
resolved  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  expulsions.  A 
document  lias  been  drafted  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry,  in  which  the  petitioners  point  out  the  ruin 
inflicted  upon  the  cityi  trade  by  the  wholesale 
expulsions. 

The  majority  of  the  flews  residing  at  Golaya 
Pristan,  a  watering-place  near  Cherson,  have  been 
served  with  expulsion  orders. 


RUSSIAN   MARKET  DEPRESSION. 

Bankers  Blame  Government  for  a  "  Grave 

Situation." 

 i  

A  conference  of  promihent  bankers  was  held  in 
St.  Petersburg  on  April  24th,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  M.  Konshin,  manager  of  the  Imperial  Bank.  The 
meeting  had  been  convened  in  view  of  the  depressed 
condition  of  affairs  on  the  Stock  Exchange,  which 
seemed  to  point  to  a  grave  situation,  and  the  bankers 
were  requested  to  suggest  suitable  means  for 
remedying  the  evil. 

The  gravity  of  the  situation  was  generally  admitted, 
and  it  was  pointed  out  that,  by  its  attitude  towards 
industrial  enterprises,  the  Government  was  itself 
helping  to  aggravate  the  position.  The  rumours  of 
contemplated  restrictions  for  foreign  and  even  for 
native  shareholders  of  non-Russian  race,  coupled 
with  the  militant  Nationalism  preached  by  the  semi- 
official Press  organs,  were  producing  an  especially 
depressing  effect. 

M.  Konshin  promised  to  report  the  views  of  the 
conference  to  the  Minister  of  Finance  without  delay. 


AN   OUTSPOKEN  BISHOP 


The  "  Inconceivable  Disorder  "  of  the 
Orthodox  Church. 


The  Holy  Synod  has  requested  Bishop  Andrew 
(Prince  Ukhtomsky),  who  was  lately  appointed  to  the 
diocese  of  Ufa,  to  furnish  an  explanation  of  a  recent 
address  to  his  flock,  in  the  course  of  which  he  made 
the  following  statement  : — 

"  Our  Church  is  now  in  the  unparalleled  position 
of  lacking  all  faith  in  itself.  It  is,  moreover,  remark- 
able that  such  inconceivable  disorder  is  only  to  be 
found  among  us,  and  does  not  exist  in  any  non- 
Orthodox  denomination.  Our  own  ecclesiastical 
authority  has  criticised  itself  before  the  whole  world, 
and  has  condemned  the  abnormal  conditions  of  its 
existence.  Nevertheless,  almost  everything  remains 
as  it  was  ten  years  ago,  and  we  still  preserve  con- 
ditions which  have  long  been  recognised  as  injurious 
both  to  the  Church  and  to  the  State.  Therein  lies 
the  source  of  all  our  misfortunes,  and  hence  is 
derived  the  unprincipled  character  of  Russian  life  in 
general,  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  as  well  as  the 
impotence  of  all  our  authorities,  great  and  small.'' 

Bishop  Andrew  came  into  prominence  some  time 
ago  as  the  author  of  an  article  denouncing  that 
strange  but  all-powerful  fanatic  Gregory  Rasputin. 


THE    MAY  LAWS. 


Business  Men  to  Petition  Against  Jewish 
Disabilities. 


The  general  meeting  of  the  Ekaterinoslav  Exchange 
Committee  has  passed  a  resolution  declaring  that  the 
legal  restrictions  imposed  upon  Jews  arc  ruining  the 
economic  life  of  the  country. 

It  was  also  resolved  to  petition  the  Government  to 
abolish  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  the  Tempo- 
rary Regulations  of  May  3rd,  JNH2  (known  as  the  May 
Laws),  together  with  the  registration  rules  applied  to 
Jewish  tradesmen. 


SPEECHES    IN    THE  DUMA 

Ministers  Demand  the  Prosecution  of  Two 
Deputies. 

A  great  sensation  has  been  caused  in  Duma  circle- - 
by  the  Government's  decision  to  demand  the  prosecu- 
tion of  Deputies  Kerensky  and  Tchkheidze  for 
speeches  delivered  by  them  in  the  Duma  during 
the  debate  on  the  Senate  Reform  Bill  on  March  24th 
last. 

The  question  was  first  raised  in  the  Cabinet  by 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Nicholas  Maklakoff, 
who  pointed  out  that  M.  Tchkheidze  s  reference  to 
the  advantages  of  a  Republican  ri^nnc  was  a  crime 
punishable  under  Article  129  of  the  Penal  Code. 
Considering  itself  incompetent  to  decide  upon  the 
legal  bearing  of  that  Article  on  the  case,  the  Council 
of  Ministers,  it  is  rumoured,  submitted  the  matter  to 
the  First  Department  of  the  Council  of  the  Empire 
a  body  which  possesses  purely  judicial  functions  in 
especially  important  cases. 

The  First  Department,  it  is  said,  has  found  that  the 
Duma  speeches  in  question  come  under  the  operation 
of  Article  129,  and  its  conclusion  will  be  communi- 
cated to  the  Council  of  Ministers,  which  in  its  turn  will 
apply  for  his  Majesty's  sanction  of  legal  proceedings. 
It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  Duma,  to  which 
the  demand  for  a  prosecution  has  to  be  addressed, 
will  agree  to  two  of  its  members  being  put  on  trial 
for  speeches  delivered  in  the  House. 

According  to  a  later  report  circulated  by  the  Xovoc 
Vrcmya,  the  prosecution  of  Deputy  Kerensky  has  not 
been  confirmed,  but  the  institution  of  proceedings 
against  Deputy  N.  S.  Tchkheidze  has  already  received 
the  Imperial  sanction.  The  deputies  of  the' Right  are 
confidently  asserting  that  if  the  demand  for  M. 
Tchkheidze's  prosecution  should  be  rejected  by  the 
Duma  the  latter  would  be  dissolved. 


DUMA  REASSEMBLES. 


Interpellations  on  Prison  Torture. 


The  Duma  reassembled  on  April  28th,  when 
eleven  small  Bills  were  passed,  including  one  pro- 
longing the  operation  of  various  enactments  for 
strengthening  the  police  force. 

The  Duma  next  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
various  interpellations,  and  rejected  by  76  votes  to  57 
an  urgency  motion  relating  to  an  interpellation  on 
the  methods  of  torture  practised  by  the  Riga  Detec- 
tive Department. 

M.  Tchkheidze  demanded  urgency  for  an  inter- 
pellation on  the  confiscation  of  the  Syevemaya 
Rabolchaya  Gazcta  for  having  published  speeches 
delivered  by  the  Social  Democratic  deputies  in  the 
Duma.  He  declared  that  the  matter  was  urgent, 
though  it  only  concerned  a  working-man's  paper, 
since  it  was  a  question  of  the  Duma's  own  liberty  of 
speech  guaranteed  by  Article  14  of  the  Duma  Con- 
stitution. 

The  motion  for  urgency  was  rejected  by  89  votes 
to73- 

On  April  29th  the  Duma  adopted  the  terms  of  an 
interpellation  concerning  the  tortures  practised  in 
convict  prisons,  but  rejected  amendments  introduced 
by  the  Opposition,  who  wished  to  include  in  the 
text  of  the  interpellation  reference  to  the  infliction  of 
corporal  punishment  on  political  convicts. 


OFFICIAL    ORGAN  SUPPRESSED. 

Remarkable  Sequel  to  an  Article  in  the 
"  Rossia." 

The  Government  organ,  the  Rossia,  is  to  cease  its 
existence  on  May  13th,  and  an  order  to  that  effect 
has  been  conveyed  to  its  editor,  M.  Syromyatnikoff, 
by  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  suppression  of  the 
semi-official  organ  is  to  be  found  in  the  recent  publi- 
cation of  an  article  which  was  considered  at  C  ourt  to 
smack  of  sedition.  In  this  article,  which  appeared 
on  the  day  of  M.  Goremykin's  accession,  the  Rossia; 
speaking  of  the  three  legislative  factors,  dared  to 
state  that  one-third  of  the  political  power  in  the  State- 
ought  to  belong  to  the  Duma,  without  whose 
co-operation  no  law  should  be  enacted.  Attention 
is  said  to  have  been  called  to  this  revolutionary 
utterance  by  Prince  Meschersky,  who,  as  is  weil 
known,  is  an  inveterate  Conservative,  and  the  fate  of 
the  paper  was  sealed. 


The  Monk  Antonius  Bulatovitch  and  twelve  other 
monks,  who  were  recently  evicted  from  Mount  Athos, 
have  published  a  declaration  to  the  effect  that,  in  the 
interests  of  the  purity  of  the  Orthodox  faith,  the}' 
feci  themselves  compelled  to  renounce  all  spiritual 
communion  with  the  Russian  Synod  and  its  adherents 
until  the  Synod  honours  the  Divine  Name  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Catechism  and  the  teachings  of  the 
Holy  Fathers. 


May  6.  1914. 
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To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great 
sin,  and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind 
to  them  from  policy  or  ambition." — CROM- 
WELL ON  THB  PbBBBOOTION  OP  THB  VaDDOIB. 


NOTES. 


Exit  the  "  Rossia." 

A  remarkable  development  of  the  Govern- 
ment's anti-Press  campaign  has  just  taken  place. 
We  are  familiar  enough  with  the  spectacle  of 
Progressive  newspapers  being  penalised  and  even 
suppressed  for  publishing  articles  of  whose  tone 
the  authorities  disapproved ;  and  on  occasions 
even  "indiscreet"  Conservative  journals  have 
not  escaped  punishment.  Xow,  however,  the 
Government  has  gone  the  length  of  ordering 
the  suppression  of  its  own  organ,  the  Rossia, 
which  in  a  fortnight's  time  will  cease  to  exist. 
The  reason  for  this  somewhat  staggering  deci- 
sion is  to  be  found  in  an  article  published  on  the 
day  of  M.  Goremykin's  appointment  to  the 
Premiership,  in  which,  referring  to  the  three 
legislative  factors  in  the  State,  the  writer  made 
the  daring  suggestion  that  a  third  of  the  political 
power  ought  to  belong  to  the  Duma,  and  that  no 
law  should  be  enacted  without  its  co-operation. 
Such  a  sentiment  might  possibly  have  been 
tolerated  in  the  Government  organ  under  M. 
Kokovtsoff .  To  the  mind  of  his  successor,  how- 
ever, it  savours  of  rank  sedition,  and  in  conse- 
quence M.  Goremykin  will  henceforth  adopt  the 
cheaper  course  of  propagating  the  Government's 
views  through  such  channels  as  the  Novoe 
Vremya  and  other  adaptable  papers.  Already  a 
certain  leading  article  in  the  Nationalist  organ 
is  declared  to  have  emanated  from  the  Cabinet 
itself.  The  most  significant  feature  of  this 
episode  is  that  the  article  which  has  led  to  the 
Rossia  s  downfall  was  widely  acclaimed  at  the 
time  as  an  eatmest  of  the  Government's  concilia- 
tory mood,  and  was  regarded  as  a  forecast  of  the 
new  Premiers  anticipated  declaration  of  policy 
to  the  Duma.  M.  Goremykin  has  still  to  make 
that  declaration ;  but,  if  ever  lie  does  so,  the 
trumpeters  of  a  "  new  era  "  may  expect  to  find 
their  hasty  jiredictions  falsified. 

A  New  Place  of  Exile. 

Our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent,  in  a  graphic 
message,  sends  us  a  description  of  a  locality 
which  the  Russian  police  authorities  have 
recently  included  among  the  places  where  sen- 
tences of  exile  for  political  offences  are  to  be 
served.  There  is  little  we  can  add  by  way  of 
comment  to  the  harrowing  picture  he  draws  of 
this  evil  and  deserted  swamp,  situated  almost  on 
the  shores  of  the  Arctic  Ocean,  where  for  nine 
months  in  the  year  the  sun  only  appears  for  an 
hour  or  two  a  day,  and  where,  except  by  chance, 
no  communication  is  received  from  the  outside 
world.  How  any  human  civilised  being  can  live 
in  this  place  of  abomination  passes  the  compre- 
hension of  the  ordinary  man,  who  can  only 
regard  its  selection  by  the  Russian  authorities 
for  the  reception  of  political  exiles  as  represent- 
ing the  acme  of  inhuman  ferocity.  It  was  lately 
put  about  that  the  horrors  of  exile  were  to  be 
practically  abolished  in  the  future,  and  that 
Siberia  was  henceforth  to  be  regarded  as  the 
"  India  of  Russia,"  colonised  by  the  political 
offenders  into  a  smiling  land  of  promise.  The 
mockery  which  these  protestations  must  possess 


for  the  poor  wretch  who  is  cut  off  from  God's 
own  light  in  a  latitude  of  71  deg.  North  goes  too 
deep  for  words. 

The  Exasperation  of  Finland. 

Once  again  the  Finnish  Diet  has  drawn  up  a 
lengthy  petition  in  which  the  Tsar's  attention  is 
directed  to  the  systematic  violation  of  the 
country's  rights.  As  in  former  years,  the  docu- 
ment is  couched  in  respectful  and  loyal  language, 
and  is  content  to  state  the  facts  without  heat  or 
passion.  Nevertheless  there  is  no  reason  to  antici- 
pate that  it  will  meet  with  a  better  fate  than  did 
its  predecessors,  or  even  that  it  will  be  submitted 
to  the  notice  of  the  Monarch.  The  Tsar  is 
Grand  Duke  of  Finland,  but  Governor- General 
Seyn  thinks  that  the  Diet  has  no  right  of 
approach  to  the  country's  ruler,  and  his  view  is  ■ 
endorsed  by  the  Russian  Government.  Although, 
however,  it  is  foredoomed  to  lie  unread  by  the 
monarch  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  the  petition 
serves  a  useful  purpose  in  reviewing  and 
making  public  the  heavy  grievances  from 
which  Finland  suffers.  The  tranquillity  and 
contentment  that  accompanied  the  Finnish 
policy  of  previous  Tsars  is  compared  with 
the  state  of  ruinous  disorder  that  prevails 
to-day,  and  following  a  catalogue  of  the  principal 
crimes  that  have  been  committed  or  are  in  con- 
templation against  the  Grand  Duchy  (which 
were  summed  up  in  our  leading  article  of  last 
^veek)  comes  the  resolute  declaration  that  the 
Finnish  people  have  no  alternative  but  to  resist 
the  oppressive  and  unlawful  regime  by  all  the 
legal  means  at  their  command.  The  campaign 
of  "passive  resistance,"  whose  development  is 
here  foreshadowed,  has  already  had  serious  con- 
sequences, and  has  led  to  the  imprisonment  of 
many  of  Finland's  most  loyal  officials.  For  the 
Russian  Government,  in  the  face  of  this  grave 
warning,  to  resort  to  even  more  outrag-eous 
measures  of  exasperation  is  a  criminal  proceed- 
ing more  sinister  than  has  yet  been  attempted 
against  a  loyal,  peaceful,  and  law-abiding  nation. 

The  Russian  Woman. 

Last  week  the  Times,  in  its  Russian  Supple- 
ment, published  an  article  dealing  with  the  posi- 
tion of  women  in  Russia.  We  gladly  recognise 
that,  in  recent  years  at  any  rate,  a  partial 
improvement  has  taken  place  in  this  respect, 
and  we  welcome  in  particular  the  innovation 
introduced  a  few  weeks  ago  by  which,  under 
certain  conditions,  a  woman  may — in  theory,  at 
least  —  obtain  a  passport  separate  from  that  of 
her  husband  ;  that  this  concession,  if  it  is  con- 
scientiously put  into  practice,  promises  a  long- 
desired  relief  to  many  women  will  be  realised  by 
those  who  are  acquainted  with  matrimonial 
customs  in  the  Russian  country  districts,  and 
with  the  awful  tragedies  that  have  in  countless 
cases  sprung  therefrom.  The  Times  article 
concerns  itself  mainly  with  the  rise  of  the 
"  intellectual "  woman  in  Russia  ;  and,  although 
it  does  not  conceal,  it  does  not  enlarge  upon  the 
more  important  question  of  the  position  of  the 
working  woman.  That  defect  is  supplied  by  an 
article  we  publish  this  week  from  the  pen  of 
M.  Alexinsky.  Here  we  are  brought  face  to  face 
with  some  of  the  grimmest  realities  of  Russian 
life.  Throughout  the  Empire  there  are  thousands 
and  thousands  of  women  who  spend  their  lives 
working  long  hours — in  many  cases  fourteen 
hours  a  day— in  insanitary  workshops,  and  who 
receive  what  may  literally  be  called  a  starvation 
wage.  The  result  of  these  conditions,  which  the 
Government  makes  no  attempt  to  rectify,  is  seen 
in  the  vast  army  of  prostitutes,  including 
children  of  tender  years,  for  which  Russia  is 
notorious.  Who  can  wonder  that  a  life  of  shame 
is  preferred  to  the  factory-worker's  desperate 
struggle  to  keep  body  and  soul  together  ?  How- 
callous  the  authorities  are  to  the  welfare  of  these 
slaves  of  industry  was  lately  evidenced  by  the 
wholesale  cases  of  benzine  poisoning  in  a  number 
of  rubber  factories — a  calamity  which  in  other 
countries  civilised  legislation  has  made  impos- 
sible. LTnder  present  conditions  the  brilliance 
of  Russia's  lady  doctors  and  teachers  and  agri- 
cultural experts  counts  for  little  when  placed  in 
the  balance  against  the  t  ^agedy  of  her  women- 
workers. 


"  DEMENTED  PATRIOTS." 

Prince  Meschersky's  Castigation  of  the 
Nationalists. 

Writing  in  the  Grajdanin,  Prince  Meschersky 
reminds  the  "  hired  patriots"  of  the  Zemschina  that,  if 
the  hatred  and  oppression  of  other  races  which  they 
preached  had  been  practised  by  the  Tsars  and  the 
Russian  people  in  former  years,  so  far  from  reaching 
her  present  gigantic  development,  Russia  would  have 
gradually  but  inevitably  decayed,  like  the  Roman 
Empire. 

"These  false  patriots,"  he  declares,  "do  not 
realise  the  meaning  of  the  history  of  the  Russian 
nation,  which  has  grown  from  a  handful  of  people 
into  a  mighty  Empire.  This  want  of  knowledge 
and  understanding  is  a  greater  danger  than  is  pre- 
sented by  foreign  enemies.  The  latter  can  only 
wage  war,  which  the  Russian  people  will  be  able  to 
repel  ;  but  from  these  false  and  demented  patriots  I 
apprehend  something  worse,  for  by  stirring  up 
passions  they  will  gradually  break  up  the  political 
organism  of  the  Empire. 

"Their  scheme  is  in  reality  more  terrible  than  any 
dangers  coming  from  outside,  since  they  aspire  to 
bring  matters  to  such  a  pitch  that  Finland,  the 
Western  provinces  together  with  the  Jews  and  Poles, 
the  Vistula  region,  Little  Russia,  the  Armenians  in 
the  Caucasus,  and  the  Mohammedans  and  the  Buryats 
in  Siberia  will  simultaneously  burn  with  hatred 
towards  us.  In  their  demented  ravings  they  repre- 
sent the  attainment  of  that  end,  which  involves  the 
shedding  of  streams  of  blood  both  of  the  Russian 
and  of  the  other  races,  as  the  rendering  of  devoted 
service  to  the  Throne  and  to  the  Russian  people  !  " 


THE   TEMPERANCE  BROTHERS. 

New  Trial  for  "Heresy"  Behind  Closed 
Doors. 

The  new  trial  of  the  two  Moscow  Temperance 
Brothers,  I.  N.  Koloskoff  and  D.  Grigoryeff,  who  last 
year  were  sentenced  by  the  Vladimir  District  Court 
to  eight  months'  imprisonment  on  a  charge  of  heresy, 
was  opened  at  Vladimir  on  April  23rd  before  the 
circuit  session  of  the  High  Court  of  Moscow. 

The  Court  rejected  the  application  of  the  defence 
for  the  appointment  of  impartial  theological  experts 
in  place  of  the  former  experts,  the  Synod  mission- 
aries Ayvazoff  and  Skvortsoff,  who  have  made  them- 
selves notorious  by  their  persecution  of  the  temper- 
ance movement. 

After  the  preliminary  formalities,  the  Court  was 
cleared,  and  the  proceedings  are  again  being  con- 
ducted behind  closed  doors. 


GENERAL  REINBOT, 


Convicted  Embezzler  Restored  to  Power. 


The  notorious  General  Reinbot,  who  some  years 
ago  was  convicted  by  a  court  of  law  of  having 
embezzled  the  funds  of  the  Red  Cross  Society,  has 
again  entered  the  State  service.  He  has  been  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Minister  of  War,  and,  according 
to  the  Novoe  Vremya,  this  is  but  the  first  step  towards 
the  restoration  of  all  his  former  influence.  It  is 
rumoured  that  he  will  shortly  be  appointed  to  a 
Governor-Generalship  in  Siberia. 

When  the  late  M.  Stolypin  heard  of  General  Rein- 
bot's  conduct  as  Prefect  of  Moscow  at  the  time  of  the 
Japanese  War,  he  exclaimed  :  '■'  That  is  feasting  in 
time  of  pestilence  ! "  The  Minister  of  Justice,  how- 
ever, saved  the  disgraced  official  from  serving  the 
sentence  which  had  been  passed  upon  him  by  pro- 
curing the  Imperial  pardon. 


NEW   RESTRICTION  FOR 
TEACHERS. 


The  Minister  of  Education  has  issued  a  circular 
forbidding  teachers  at  primary  schools  to  join  any 
associations  except  friendly  societies. 

Even  the  Novoe  Vremya  and  the  Nationalist  Svyei 
regard  this  restriction  as  unjustified  and  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  the  population. 

The  Svyei  recalls  the  useful  part  played  by  the 
primary  teachers  in  fostering  co-operative  enter- 
prises among  the  people.  '•  It  is  always  easier  to 
destroy  than  to  build  up.  The  blow  inflicted  upon 
co-operation  will  havegrave  economic  consequences." 
If,  it  is  added,  it  was  intended  to  drive  politics  out  of 
the  schools,  it  would  have  been  sufficient  to  prohibit 
the  teachers  from  joining  political  organisations. 


The  Rdch  is  informed  that  the  notorious  agent 
provocateur  Azef  is  now  living  openly  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, to  all  appearances  in  affluent  circumstances. 
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A   TRAGEDY    OF  TOIL. 

The  Female  Serfs  of  Russia's  Industries. 


"  The  Tragedy  of  Labour  "  is  the  phrase  which 
Dankest  Russia  applied  to  the  conditions  of  indus- 
trial life  in  the  Empire  of  the  Tsar,  in  an  article 
published  some  eighteen  months  ago,  apropos  of  my 
new  work,  Modern  Russia,  and  no  better  definition 
could  be  found  for  the  economic  and  social  con- 
dition of  the  Russian  proletariat,  especially  its 
women-workers,  to  whose  existence  the  attention  of 
all  Russian  society  is  being  directed  by  the  events 
which  have  recently  occurred  in  St.  Petersburg. 

Women   Displacing  Men. 

The  appearance  of  women  in  the  ranks  of 
industrial  workers  is  a  phenomenon  common  to  all 
capitalist  countries,  and  the  development  of  capitalism 
in  Russia  has  filled  the  factories  with  women.  Their 
number,  according  to  official  figures,  increased  by 
33  per  cent,  between  iyoi  and  1910,  while  the 
number  of  men  employed  increased  by  only  8  per 
cent,  during  the  same  period.  The  reason  for  this 
is  stated  by  the  Government  inspectors  of  factories 
to  be  that  manufacturers  find  the  women  cheaper 
and  easier  to  handle.  Women,  therefore,  are  dis- 
placing the  men  in  every  direction  ;  even  metal- 
workers are  largely  recruited  from  the  female  sex, 
and  in  the  textile  industries  women  are  actually  in  a 
majority. 

At  the  Kiev  Exhibition  last  year  there  was  a  special 
section  for  industrial  labour,  which  threw  consider- 
able light  upon  the  conditions  of  the  working  men 
and  women  of  Kiev  and  several  other  manufacturing 
towns  in  Russia.  The  result  showed  clearly  that  the 
women  are  extremely  badly  paid.  At  Kiev,  in  the 
clothing  industry,  a  workman  receives  on  the  average 
42  roubles  a  month,  and  a  woman  only  29  roubles. 
In  the  linen  trade  a  woman  worker  averages  only 
16  roubles  a  mouth.  In  the  sugar  refineries  the  men 
receive  37  kopeks  a  day  and  the  women  24.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Government  inspector  of  the  Moscow  dis- 
trict the  daily  wage  of  textile  workers  is  85  kopeks  for 
men  and  60  for  women,  but  in  the  provinces  there 
are  many  places  where  the  women  are  still  more 
miserably  paid — 12,  10,  or  sometimes  only  8  roubles 
a  month. 

Long  Hours  in   Insanitary  "Workshops. 

The  hygienic  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
factories  where  women  are  employed  are  exceedinglv 
bad.  In  the  dye-works  and  laundries  of  Kiev  thev 
work  twelve  to  fourteen  hours  a  day.  In  the  sweet- 
meat factories  they  are  paid  9  roubles  a  month  for 
an  eleven-hour  day.  At  Odessa  a  dressmaker's  work- 
ing day  ranges  from  ten  to  twelve  hours.  The  women 
are  naturally  ill-nourished,  and  even  if  they  could 
spend  their  total  wages  on  the  single  item  of  food 
they  would  hardly  get  enough  to  eat.  The  places 
where  they  work  are  generally  damp,  insufficiently 
heated,  and  badly  lighted  and  ventilated.  In  the 
printing  works  at  Kiev,  where  large  numbers  of 
women  are  employed,  20  per  cent,  of  the  rooms  have 
no  ventilation,  29  per  cent,  are  damp,  26  per  cent, 
are  too  cold,  and  31  per  cent,  are  badly  lighted.  In 
the  confectionery  works  75  per  cent,  of  the  rooms  are 
underground,  50  per  cent,  are  unventilated,  and  42 
per  cent,  are  filthy,  and  so  on  throughout  the  various 
industries,  overcrowding  being  also  universal. 

Most  workers  in  Kiev  are  unable  to  afford  a  single 
room,  and  they  are  obliged  to  be  content  with  "a 
half-room, "  "  a  corner,"  or  "  a  bed  " — terms  which  are 
all  familiar  to  Russian  social  statisticians.  The  same 
conditions  prevail  in  other  towns,  and  some  years  ago 
the  Municipal  Council  of  Moscow  published  the 
results  of  an  inquiry  into  the  housing  of  its  industrial 
population,  which  revealed  a  state  of  things  recalling 
Dante's  Inferno.  Even  in  St.  Petersburg,  where  the 
workers  are  somewhat  better  placed,  the  improve- 
ment in  their  circumstances  is  only  relative.  Thus 
in  the  rubber  factories,  where  cases  of  poisoning 
occurred  recently,  the  rate  of  pay  is  only  43  kopeks 
a  day. 

Benzine  Poisoning. 

Badly  paid,  badly  fed,  and  badly  housed,  Russian 
industrial  workers  are  exposed  to  all  kinds  of  acci- 
dents and  diseases.  The  doctors  who  have  been 
inquiring  into  the  cases  of  poisoning  in  the  rubber 
factories  have  observed  that  the  intoxication  caused 
by  the  fumes  of  benzine — which  is  used  in  the 
process  of  manufacture — is  especially  dangerous  for 
women  suffering  from  nervous  complaints,  for 
habitual  drunkards,  and  for  badly-fed  workers. 
Drunkenness,  as  is  well  known,  is  the  basis  of  the 
Ra  -,ian  Budget,  and  is  increasingly  common  among 
the  working  classes.  Neurasthenia  is  also  on  the 
increase,  as  I  showed  in  my  book  Modem  RuSiia. 
If,  therefore,  the  doctors  are  right  in  accounting  for 
the  outbreak  of  poisoning  in  St.  Petersburg  and  Biga, 
their  explanation  only  aggravates  the  situation,  as  it 
points  to  a  profound  disorganisation  of  the  health  of 
the  people. 

Industrial  legislation  is  of  course  in  a  very  back- 
ward state  in  Russia,  and  no  control  is  exercised 


over  the  employment  of  women.  In  P ranee,  by  the 
law  of  1893,  female  labour  is  forbidden  in  all  factories 
where  the  workers  are  exposed  to  the  fumes  of 
benzine,  but  no  such  decree  exists  in  Pussia,  where 
manufacturers  are  in  no  way  responsible  for  the 
maladies  incurred  by  their  hands.  In  Switzerland 
a  workman  suffering  from  benzine  poisoning  has  a 
right  to  special  compensation. 

Grinding  toil,  miserable  wages,  an  archaic  legisla- 
tion, the  absence  of  all  civil  rights — such,  briefly,  is 
the  tragedy  of  female  labour  in  Russia. 

G.  Alkxixsky. 


LUTOSTANSKY    IN  COURT. 

"Ritual"    Blackmailer    Loses    a  Libel 
Action. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  the  notorious  Eather 
Pranaytis,  who  has  just  been  decorated  by  the 
Russian  Government  for  his  services  at  the  trial  of 
Beilis  as  an  "  expert  "  on  the  blood  accusation,  had 
to  admit  in  Court  that  his  knowledge  of  the  subject 
was  derived  from  the  blackmailer  Lutostansky,  who 
many  years  ago  issued]  a  scandalous  pamphlet  on 
the  subject,  but  whom  the  prosecution  did  not  dare 
to  bring  into  Court  in  person. 

If  any  doubt  was  entertained  as  to  the  character 
of  Lutostansky,  the  most  salient  details  of  whose 
career  have  already  beeii  given  in  DARKEST  Russia, 
it  is  dissipated  by  the  report  of  a  libel  action  which 
that  former  ecclesiastic  recently  brought  against  the 
editor  of  the  Hirjevya  VycdomoAi.  The  latter  was 
accused  of  having  published  an  article  on  the  Beilis 
case  which  was  derogatory  to  the  authority  of  the 
plaintiff's  book  on  the  use  of  Christian  blood  by 
Jews,  and  which  detracted  from  his  personal 
repute  and  that  of  the  Orthodox  Church. 

"Dissolute,  Licentious,  and  Criminal." 

At  the  opening  of  the  proceedings  the  President 
of  the  St.  Petersburg  District  Court,  at  the  request  of 
counsel  for  the  defence,  read  out  a  decision  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Consistory  of  Samogitia,  dated  April 
9th,  1868,  ordering  that  Lutostaqsky  should  be 
deprived  of  his  priestly  rank  and  handed  over  to  the 
civil  authorities  in  consequence  of  his  dissolute, 
licentious,  and  criminal  life,  for  which  he  had  re- 
peatedly been  prosecuted.  On  the  demand  of  the 
plaintiff  another  document  was  read  out.  Dated 
April  18th  of  the  same  year,  and  issued  by  the 
Orthodox  Consistory  of  Lithuania,  it  recorded  Luto- 
stansky's  conversion  to  the  Orthodox  faith,  declared 
that  he  retained  his  rank  of  monk,  and  ordained  him 
a  priest  of  the  Orthodox  Church. 

Deputy  F.  T.  Roditcheff,  the  Cadet  leader,  was  the 
only  witness  called  for  the  defence.  On  the  appear- 
ance of  this  witness  in  Court  the  plaintiff  became 
agitated,  and  shouted  that  M.  Roditcheff  was  a 
"  Jewish  hireling.''  He  was  silenced  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Court. 

M.  Roditcheff  deposed  that  in  the  spring  of  191 1 
he  received  a  call  from  Lutostansky,  who  communi- 
cated to  him  some  facts  concerning  the  origin  of  his 
book  and  his  career.  He  said  that,  being  required 
to  write  a  clerical  dissertation,  he  had  composed  his 
"ritual  murder"  pamphlet,  but  when  it  was  ready 
for  publication  he  realised  that  it  was  bad  and  harm- 
ful. With  the  idea  of  compensating  himself  for  his 
labour  he  applied  to  Rabbi  Minor  of  Moscow, 
offering  him  the  manuscript  of  the  book  for  200 
roubles  ;  but  as  Rabbi  Minor  declined  he  published 
the  book,  and  since  that  time  he  had  been  on  bad 
terms  with  the  Jews. 

Renewed  Attempts  at  Blackmail. 

"When  I  was  young,"  Lutostanskv  explained  to 
M.  Roditcheff,  "  I  fought  against  the  Jews.  But  now 
I  am  old,  and  I  see  myself  that  the  book  is  causing 
harm."  When  M.  Roditcheff  advised  him  not  to 
publish  the  book  again,  Lutostansky  informed  him, 
with  some  hesitation,  that  he  had  just  had  a  new 
edition  printed.  M.  Roditcheff  thereupon  asked  his 
visitor  what  he  wanted  of  him,  to  which  Luto- 
stansky replied  : — 

"  Buy  up  the  whole  edition.  You  need  only  pay 
me  the  cost  of  the  printing  and  paper,  which  amounts 
to  a  little  over  7,000  roubles." 

When  M.  Roditcheff  replied  that  he  had  no  use 
for  the  book  Lutostansky  observed  : — 

"  But  you  have  a  good  many  acquaintances  among 
the  Jews,  and  you  could  offer  it  to  them." 

M.  Boditcheff  then  put  an  end  to  the  interview, 
but  learned  a  few  days  later  that  Lutostansky  had 
addressed  the  same  offer  to  Deputy  Guegiietchkory. 

Advocate  Bazunoff,  for  the  defence,  pointed  out 
that  the  facts  stated  in  the  incriminated  article  had 
been  fully  established. 

On  the  President  inquiring  whether  the  plaintiff 
continued  to  bear  the  rank  of  Hieromonk,  Lutos- 
tansky replied  that  he  had  divested  himself  of  it 
voluntarily,  and  that  he  was  in  receipt  of  a  pension 
of  100  roubles  from  the  Holy  Synod. 

In  the  end  the  Court  dismissed  the  case. 


NONCONFORMIST  GRIEVANCES. 

Police    and    Church    Repression  of 
Religious  Services. 

[From  Our  Own  Cokkesj'oxoext.1 

St.  Petersburg,  April  29th. 

The  efforts  of  the  Orthodox  Church  authoritie  to 
nullify,  as  far  as  possible,  the  I  'kases  of  1905-O  on 
the  subject  of  religious  toleration  are  growing  more 
and  more  successful.  Not  only  in  the  provinces,  but 
even  in  the  capitals,  religion-;  repression  is  increasing 
from  day  to  day,  and  the  rights  of  the  Noncon- 
formists are  systematically  cut  down  and  violated. 

Numerous  complaints  come  from  Moscow,  where 
the  Synod  missionaries  have  long  adopted  a  decidedly 
militant  attitude,  combating  Nonconformity  almost 
exclusively  by  means  of  repressions  and  police 
measures.  The  movement  of  the  Temperance 
Brothers,  which  originated  at  Moscow,  has  now 
been  stilled,  although  it  pursued  no  other  aim  but 
the  suppression  of  drunkenness.  Excommunicated 
from  the  Church  and  placed  under  anathema,  the 
Brothers  are  now  subjected  to  the  double  super- 
vision of  the  police  and  of  the  Synod  missionaries. 

Interference   with  Services. 

M.  Wildgrube,  the  pastor  of  the  Moscow  Adventist 
community,  complains  bitterly  that  the  prayer- 
meetings  of  his  sect  have  always  to  take  place  under 
rigorous  police  supervision.  The  police  continually 
interfere  with  the  services,  are  always  drawing  up 
charges,  and  make  a  point  of  expelling  women  who 
bring  their  children  to  the  services.  The  Adventists 
are  pestered  with  utterly  intolerable  demands,  such 
as  that  the  Synod  missionary  who  watches  their 
services  should  be  allowed  to  make  speeches  and 
deliver  sermons  against  their  doctrines  m  their  own 
meeting-hall. 

Nor  do  the  Evangelical  Christians,  the  Baptists, 
and  other  Nonconformists  fare  better  in  the  old 
capital.  The  Moscow  community  of  Evangelical 
Christians  had  been  in  existence  for  many  years 
before  the  issue  of  the  Ukases  of  1905-6,  which 
granted  to  all  Russian  citizens  freedom  of  religious 
profession  and  public  prayer.  On  the  promulgation 
of  those  Ukases,  however,  the  community  found  it 
possible  to  come  out  into  the  open  and  obtain 
legalisation. 

Closed  Prayer- Houses. 

Accordingly  the  Moscow  community  of  Evan- 
gelical Christians  was  duly  registered,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  law,  by  the  Court  of  the  Governor  of 
Moscow.  Having  thus  secured  the  right  to  open  a 
house  of  prayer,  they  lost  no  time  in  engaging  pre- 
mises for  this  purpose  in  Staro-Basmnskaya  Street. 
Owing  to  the  increase  in  their  membership,  these 
premises  were  found  to  be  too  small,  and  were  soon 
taxed  beyond  their  capacity.  There  thus  arose  the 
urgent  necessity  for  opening  new  houses  of  prayer, 
especially  in  the  outskirts  of  Moscow,  where  most  of 
the  Evangelical  Christians  reside. 

After  various  delays  and  formalities  the  community 
at  last  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  Prefect's  permis- 
sion to  open  two  more  houses  of  prayer  in  the  out- 
skirts of  Moscow,  and  for  a  time  prayer-meetings 
were  held  in  those  houses  without  let  or  hindrance. 
But  it  was  not  long  before  the  Synod  missionaries 
raised  an  alarm,  and  in  consequence,  in  December, 
1912,  the  Prefect  of  Moscow  forbade  the  congre- 
gants to  meet  in  the  new  houses  of  prayer,  being  of 
opinion  that  "  the  premises  in  Staro-Basmnskaya 
Street  are  sufficient  for  the  community  of  Evangelical 
Christians." 

Petitions  Disregarded. 

The  community  appealed  against  this  order  as 
being  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Imperial 
Ukases  and  to  the  "explanations"  issued  by  the 
Religious  Sects  Department.  Appeals  and  petitions 
were  addressed  to  every  imaginable  authority  in 
turn — to  the  Director  of  the  Religious  Sects  Depart- 
ment, to  the  Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior,  to  the 
Minister  himself,  and  even  to  the  President  of  the 
Duma  and  other  persons  of  influence.  The  Director 
of  the  Religious  Sects  Department  promised  to 
investigate  the  matter,  but  nothing  more  was  heard 
from  him.  The  Assistant-Minister  of  the  Interior 
made  a  similar  promise,  with  exactly  the  same  result. 
The  Pdinister  of  the  Interior,  when  approached, 
vouchsafed  no  reply  whatever,  and  even  the  inter- 
vention of  the  President  of  the  Duma  failed  to  elicit 
one  from  him. 

In  their  petitions  the  Evangelists  pointed  out  that 
the  Prefect's  order  for  the  closing  of  their  two  houses 
of  prayer  had  deprived  a  large  number  of  them  of 
the  possibilitv  of  satisfying  their  spiritual  require- 
ments. That  order  had  rendered  it  impossible  for 
them  to  hold  congregational  services  and  to  read  the 
Holy  Gospels  together,  since  their  only  house  of 
prayer  could  not  hold  more  than  180  persons, 
whereas  their  community  comprised  1,000  mem- 
bers. They  complained  still  more  of  the  acts  of 
the  .Synod  missionaries  and  the  police,  which  caused 
continual  disturbance. 
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THE    DESTRUCTION    OF  THE 
DUMA. 


The  Government's  decision  to  apply  for  the 
prosecution  of  Deputy  Tchkheidze  on  a  charge 
arising  out  of  a  speech  delivered  by  him  in  the 
Duma  has  aroused  a  great  commotion  in  Russian 
political  circles ;  and  the  scene  in  the  Duma 
last  week,  when  the  Premier  was  shouted  down 
and  practically  the  entire  party  of  the  Extreme 
Left  suspended  from  the  House,  was  eloquent  of 
the  det)th  of  feeling  with  which  this  latest  act  of 
coercion  is  contemplated.  This  is  not,  of  course, 
the  first  occasion  on  which  the  Government 
has  attacked  the  Duma's  liberty  of  speech  by 
declaring  its  members  responsible  to  the  law  for 
their  utterances  in  the  course  of  its  proceedings  ; 
several  deputies  have  already  been  exposed  to 
libel  actions  by  persons  attacked  in  debate  or  in 
the  terms  of  an  interpellation,  and  newspapers 
too  have  been  penalised  for  reporting  speeches 
regarded  as  "  criminal."  Some  months  ago  the 
Minister  of  Justice  publicly  stated,  in  fact,  that 
Parliamentary  immunity  does  not  exist  in  Russia, 
and  the  Senate  has  responded  to  Government 
pressure  by  issuing  an  ukase  to  the  same  effect. 
But  Article  14  of  the  Duma  Constitution  clearly 
states : — 

"  Members  of  the  Imperial  Duma  enjoy  full 
liberty  of  judgment  and  opinion  on  affairs  falling 
■"Jt^n  thp.  msnisance  of  the  Duma.'' 
No  "  interpretation  "  can  deny  the  plain  meaning 
of  that  provision — that  is  to  say,  if  words  have 
any  meaning  ;  but  in  Russia  words  possess  just 
whatever  meaning  the  Government  likes  to  place 
upon  them. 

It  is  not  to  the  point  to  discuss  whether  the 
appreciative  references  to  a  Republican  regime 
for  which  M.  Tchkheidze  is  to  be  prosecuted 
were  or  were  not  "  seditious."  The  Government 
is  accustomed  to  decide  for  itself  what  comes 
within  this  category,  and,  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  outside  the  Duma  even  membership 
of  the  Social-Democratic  organisation  is  an 
offence  punishable  with  penal  servitude,  it  will 
be  appreciated  that  the  denial  of  Parliamentary 
immunity  practically  gives  Ministers  carte 
Jilanche  to  institute  proceedings  against  any 
deputy  of  the  Left  who  ventures  to  give  utter- 
ance to  advanced  opinions.  With  such  a 
weapon  in  their  hands,  they  may  remove  from 
their  path  any  member  of  the  Duma  who  makes 
himself  inconvenient,  and  in  effect  they  may 
actually  control  the  composition  of  the  assembly. 
At  the  same  time  they  effectually  rob  the  Duma 
of  what  has  become  its  sole  source  of  strength — 
namely,  its  right  of  free  speech.  If  no  deputy 
may  speak  his  mind  in  public  without  the  fear 
of  prosecution  and  imprisonment  hanging  over 
his  head,  then  the  Duma  may  as  well  cease  to 
exist  :  it  is  useless  alike  as  a  legislative  body 
and  as  a  debating  society. 

A  Bill  which  aims  at  establishing  the  prin- 
ciple of  freedom  of  speech  in  the  Duma  was 
introduced  a  few  months  ago  by  the  Octobrists 
and  Progressists,  and,  after  the  Government  had 
declared  its  determination  to  oppose  the  measure, 
was  sent  to  the  Judicial  Committee  for  considera- 
tion. At  the  beginning  of  last  week  all  the 
Opposition  parties  supported  a  motion  that  the 
Duma  should  not  proceed  to  the  examination  of 
the  Budget  until  that  Bill  had  been  passed  into 
law.    It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Octo- 


brist  vote  prevented  this  motion  from  being 
carried.  In  our  opinion,  the  1  >uma  would  have 
been  perfectly  justified  in  refusing  to  transact 
Government  business  until  its  members  were 
assured  that  they  were  safe  from  prosecution  for 
their  speeches ;  and  we  ar3  convinced  that  in  adopt- 
ing such  a  position  it  would  have  had  the  pro- 
found sympathy  of  every  Parliamentarian  in  the 
world.  After  all,  of  what  were  the  Octobrist 
deputies  who  opposed  the  motion  afraid  ?  Of 
dissolution  ?  But  dissolution  is  preferable  to 
the  continued  existence  of  a  Duma  which  is 
not  only  gagged,  but  is  bound  hand  and  foot.  It 
has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  attack  upon 
liberty  of  speech  is  but  a  move  in  the  systematic 
campaign  of  aggression  which  is  being  waged  by 
the  Government  against  the  rights  of  the  Duma. 
We  have  lately  heard  the  Premier  deny  his  lia- 
bility to  answer  interpellations.  We  have  seen 
the  right  of  legislative  initiative  flouted  by  a 
manifestly  preposterous  reading  of  the  regula- 
tions. And  now  we  find  the  Constitution  of  the 
Duma,  which  the  Tsar  pledged  himself  to  uphold, 
distorted  by  a  similarly  outrageous  "  interpreta- 
tion." As  M.  Efremoff  declared  in  the  course  of 
last  week's  debate,  wh;it  is  at  stake  is  not  so 
much  the  security  of  deputies  as  the  most 
essential  rights  of  the  people,  who  are  entitled  to 
look  to  the  Duma  as  a  platform  from  which  their 
grievances  may  be  presented  without  fear  or 
hindrance.  But  such  a,  i  ^atform  is  just  what 
the  Government  does  not  want,  and  its  abolition 
is  a  direct  challenge  to  the  people  to  get  ready 
for  the  life-and-death  struggle  which  cannot  be 
much  longer  delayed. 


THE   NEW  REACTION. 


M.    KRASSOVSKY'S  DISCOVERY. 


Witnesses  who  will  Tell  the  Truth  about 
the  Murder  of  Yuschinsky. 


M.  Krassovsky,  formerly  chief  of  the  Detective 
Department  at  Kiev,  who  was  dismissed  and  prose- 
cuted for  refusing  to  fasten  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky 
on  to  Beilis,  has  just  left  New  York,  where  he  has 
been  privately  pursuing  his  investigations  into  the 
case.  He  has  traced  two  persons  who  are  supposed 
to  know  the  truth  about  the  crime,  and  who  before 
the  trial  of  Beilis  were  induced  to  leave  Russia  in 
order  that  they  should  not  be  called  upon  to  give 
evidence.  M.  Krassovsky,  according  to  the  New 
York  papers,  has  examined  these  persons,  and  has 
obtained  affidavits  from  them  which  effectually  dis- 
pose of  the  charge  against  Beilis  and  of  the  "  ritual 
murder  "  theory  in  general. 

'■'  We  will  prove  by  our  new  evidence,"  declared  the 
ex-detective  to  an  interviewer,  "that  the  boy  was 
murdered  by  thieves,  who  feared  his  evidence 
against  them.  This  gang,  of  which  it  has  been 
charged  in  court  that  Vera  Tcheberyak  was  one,  cun- 
ningly used  the  murder  in  their  plot  to  stir  up  a 
pogrom  and  commit  further  robberies  during  the 
excitement." 

On  his  return  to  Russia  M.  Krassovsky  intends  to  lay 
his  new  evidence,  contained  in  the  affidavits  he  has 
secured,  before  the  Kiev  District  Court,  and  demand 
that  the  Yuschinsky  murder  case  be  reopened.  If 
the  affidavits  are  declared  inadmissible  as  evidence, 
the  two  witnesses  have  promised  to  come  to  Kiev 
and  swear  in  person  to  the  facts. 

A  report  of  a  libel  action  which  Vera  Tcheberyak 
unsuccessfully  brought  against  a  journalist  who  had 
accused  her  of  having  been  concerned  in  the  murder 
of  Yuschinsky  will  be  found  on  p.  75. 


The  Senate  has  rejected  the  appeal  of  Professor 
Baudouin  de  Courtenay  against  the  sentence  of  two 
years'  imprisonment  in  a  fortress  passed  upon  him  by 
the  High  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  for  discussing  the 
Federal  principle  in  one  of  his  published  works. 


Constitution-Wreckers    and  the 
Opposed  to  Them. 


Forces 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  May  4th. 

When  Count  Kokovtsoff,  succumbing  to  attacks 
delivered  from  various  quarters,  retired  from  office, 
the  airs  which  the  Right  members  of  the  Duma  gave 
themselves  afforded  a  clear  indication  of  the  line  that 
would  be  followed  by  his  successor.  M.  Zamyslovsky 
joyfully  received  congratulations.  The  Black  Hun- 
dred Mayor  of  Odessa,  M.  Pelikan,  declared  that 
M.  Kokovtsoff 's  resignation  was  a  great  joy  to  the 
Right,  who  hailed  the  advent  of  a  strong  Reac- 
tionary revival.  Even  in  more  moderate  Reactionary 
circles  the  appointment  of  M.  Goremykin  was 
acclaimed  as  a  proof  that  the  State  policy  remained 
unaltered.  "  It  is  high  time,"  declared  a  Moscow 
journal,  "  that  the  Russian  public  put  aside  its  Con- 
stitutional dreams."  These  anticipations  found 
support  in  the  announcement  by  the  Minister  of 
Justice  of  his  latest  discovery,  according  to  which 
Western  Europe  itself  was  already  beginning  to 
renounce  its  Parliamentary  principles.  M.  Goremykin 
next  declined  to  appear  before  the  Duma  in  order 
to  reply  to  an  interpellation,  declaring  that  it  was 
not  his  duty  to  reply  to  interpellations  since,  as 
President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  without  a 
Ministerial  portfolio,  he  could  not  be  made  respon- 
sible for  his  actions  before  the  Senate. 

Moves  in  the  Anti-Duma  Campaign. 

The  Assistant-Minister  of  Education,  Baron  Taube , 
denied  the  Duma  the  right  of  legislative  initiative  by 

ucclai  ing  Liiat  luc  mcic  cv_»iio*.ni.  J  ti"ifc  Cutu  uiuliu 

to  draft  a  Bill  precluded  the  introduction  of  a 
private  measure  on  the  same  subject.  The  Minister 
of  the  Interior  tried  to  introduce  an  indirect  censor- 
ship over  reports  of  the  Duma  proceedings  by 
requiring  advance  copies  of  such  reports  to  be  sent 
to  the  Press  Committee  on  the  same  conditions  as 
applied  to  other  printed  publications.  Then  followed 
the  decision  to  prosecute  Deputy  Tchkheidze  for  a 
speech  delivered  in  the  Duma. 

Such  being  the  Government's  attitude  towards 
national  representation,  what,  it  may  be  asked,  is 
there  to  prevent  Ministers  from  dissolving  the 
Duma  once  for  all  and  completely  restoring  the 
old  regime .'  It  is  said  that  there  are  various 
obstacles,  both  external  and  internal,  in  the  way  of 
such  a  course. 

The  Financial  Cheek. 

First  of  all  there  are  financial  considerations.  On 
the  very  day  when  the  new  Reaction  came  into  power, 
it  met  with  a  surprise  which,  though  not  very 
serious,  was  by  no  means  without  influence.  What 
was  described  as  a  "  strike  "  took  place  at  the  Ministry 
of  Finance.  As  soon  as  M.  Kokovtsoff's  resignation 
became  known,  a  number  of  indispensable  superior 
officials  in  that  Department,  over  which  he  had  pre- 
sided, simultaneously  tendered  their  resignation. 
They  were  requested  to  remain,  but  this  implied  the 
continuation  of  the  former  policy.  Thus  the  State 
finances,  the  very  foundation  of  the  country's  pros- 
perity, were  immediately  safeguarded  against  the 
encroachments  of  the  Extreme  Right,  who  had  been 
dreaming  of  the  nationalisation  of  credit,  the  mono- 
polisation of  the  grain  trade,  and  the  abolition  of 
the  gold  standard. 

Foreign  Fetters. 

The  new  era  was  also  connected  with  Reactionary 
hopes  of  a  decisive  change  in  foreign  policy.  It  was 
desired  that  Russia  should  detach  herself  from 
Republican  France  and  approach  Germany  ;  and 
these  anticipations  derived  strength  from  the  fact 
that  M.  Goremykin  bears  the  reputation  of  being  a 
Germanophil.  It  is  not,  however,  merely  a  question 
of  the  personal  inclinations  of  Ministers.  Russia  is 
not  economically  free  to  choose  her  foreign  policy, 
being  fettered  to  France  by  golden  chains.  M. 
Goremykin  was  therefore  compelled  to  announce 
to  the  world,  through  the  medium  of  the  Tempi 
correspondent,  that  his  sympathies  were  on  the  side 
of  France,  that  he  wished  the  alliance  to  become 
more  effective  and  complete,  while  French  capital 
fed  not  imerely  financial  operations,  but  more  par- 
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ticularly  Russian  industries  and  Government  enter- 
prises. 

Even  under  M.  Kokovtsoff  public  opinion  in 
Europe,  of  which  the  Russian  Government  is  forced 
to  take  account,  was  not  satisfied  with  various  aspects 
of  Russia's  domestic  policy.  Nevertheless,  M. 
Kokovtsoff  was  held  to  be  a  European,  and  was 
credited  with  the  desire  that  Russia  should  not  be 
looked  upon  in  Europe  as  a  barbarous  State.  On  his 
resignation  the  Western  European  Press  indulged  in 
pessimistic  forebodings  that  under  the  new  and 
more  Reactionary  regime  Russia's  internal  affairs 
would  take  a  turn  for  the  worse.  This  pessimism 
immediately  found  a  more  concrete  expression  in 
the  fall  of  Russian  Government  and  industrial  securi- 
ties on  the  Paris  Bourse,  while  it  was  reflected  even 
on  the  Russian  Exchanges.  The  Reaction  thus  per- 
ceived that  a  barrier  was  placed  in  its  path,  and  one 
which  it  did  not  dare  to  cross  for  the  present. 

Baron  Rosen's  Warning. 

Moreover,  in  Russia  itself  there  are  forces  which 
place  a  restraint  on  the  party  now  in  power,  and 
thev  are  to  be  found  in  the  very  ranks  of  the  bureau- 
cracy. On  the  very  day  when  it  first  became 
definitely  known  that  a  change  in  the  Premiership 
was  impending,  the  Council  of  the  Empire  was 
discussing  the  Bill  for  the  prevention  of  drunkenness. 
In  the  midst  of  the  debate  Baron  Rosen,  late 
Ambassador  to  japan,  suddenly  introduced  a  topic 
which  had  no  visible  connection  with  the  subject  of 
the  Bill.  He  began  to  speak  of  the  inexorable  logic 
of  events,  and  of  military  complications  which  he 
considered  to  be  inevitable  and  likely  to  involve  the 
whole  of  Europe.  He  then  referred  in  the  most 
solemn  tones  to  the  growing  discord  between  the 
Government  and  the  nation,  to  the  violation  of  the 
October  Manifesto,  to  the  policy  of  hate  preached 
by  the  Nationalists,  and  to  the  extreme  peril  in 
which  the  Russian  ship  of  State  found  itself  in  con- 
sequence. This  speech  was  described  at  the  time  as 
"  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  reformed 
Council  of  the  Empire." 

The  Right,  headed  by  M.  Durnovo,  who  received 
this  unpleasant  rebuke  just  after  they  had  heard  of 
the  resignation  of  M.  Kokovtosff  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  MM.  Goremykin  and  Bark,  expressed  their 
extreme  dissatisfaction.  People  wondered  how  it 
came  about  that  such  a  speech  should  have  been 
tolerated  by  the  President,  who  had  on  former 
occasions  stopped  the  expression  of  much  less  frank 
views  on  general  policy  even  when  they  were  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  subject  under  discussion. 
The  fact  is  that  while  Baron  Rosen  was  delivering 
his  speech  exalted  persons  were  present  at  the  Maria 
Palace,  and  everybody  guessed  that  so  experienced 
a  diplomatist  would  not  indulge  in  a  public  speech 
of  this  character  without  previous  communication 
and  negotiation.  Nor  was  Baron  Rosen  alone  in  this 
respect,  for  many  high  dignitaries  considered  it  to 
be  their  duty  to  express  their  agreement  with  his 
utterances. 

Dissatisfaction   at  Court. 

Moreover,  there  are  undoubtedly  elements  at  Court 
that  are  dissatisfied  with  the  present  course  of  affairs. 
Depressed  by  the  excesses  of  the  revolutionary 
period,  they  have  hitherto  kept  silent.  Now,  how- 
ever, they  feel  that  they  are  unable  to  remain  quiet 
any  longer,  when  they  are  subjected  to  direct  attacks 
on  the  part  of  their  enemies  from  the  Right.  Under 
such  conditions,  of  which  many  instances  might  be 
given,  cautious  neutrality  is  becoming  an  absolute 
impossibility  on  the  part  of  the  more  cultured 
elements  in  high  official  circles. 

Baron  Rosen  referred  with  reason  to  the  "general 
instinctive  feeling  "  which  suggests  the  threatening 
catastrophe.  The  most  loyal  and  most  sensible 
portion  of  the  official  world  is  once  more  beginning 
to  display  an  active  spirit  which  has  already  poisoned 
the  victory  of  the  Right.  The  effects  of  this  new 
mood  are  to  be  seen  not  merely  in  Baron  Rosen's 
pronouncement  in  the  Council  of  the  Empire,  but 
also  in  the  instructions  given  to  the  new  Minister  of 
1'inance,  M.  Bxrk,  as  to  the  necessity  of  urgent 
reforms  in  the  management  of  the  State  finances  and 
of  the  economic  problems  with  which  he  is  con- 
fronted. 


CABINET  RUMOURS. 

M.  Krivoshein's  journey  to  Livadia  has  given  rise 
to  rumours  of  impending  Ministerial  changes.  It  is 
stated  in  some  quarters  that  M.  Nicholas  Maklakoff, 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  is  to  be  succeeded  by 
Count  Ignatieff,  the  present  Assistant- Minister  of 
Agriculture  and  Land  Organisation.  According  to 
others,  only  M.  Timasheff,  the  Minister  of  Commerce, 
is  likely  to  retire. 


It  is  stated  that  only  eleven  out  of  the  eighty-three 
St.  Petersburg  barristers  prosecuted  for  passing  a 
resolution  in  criticism  of  the  conduct  of  the  Beilis 
case  will  be  committed  for  trial. 

The  Council  of  Ministers  has  refused  to  entertain 
a  Bill,  introduced  by  seven  deputies,  providing  that 
Jew-,  and  IfttJ  ulmans  should  be  admitted  to  the  Bar 
on  equal  terms. 


DEPUTIES    AND    THE  LAW. 


Prosecution  for  an  Alleged  Seditious 
Speech  in  the  Duma. 


On  the  2nd  inst.  the  Eirst  Department  of  the  Council 
of  the  Empire,  which  is  a  judicial  body  dealing  with 
important  questions  of  procedure,  heard  the  submis- 
sions of  the  Government  relating  to  the  proposed 
prosecution  of  Deputy  N.  S.  Tchkheid/.c  on  a  charge 
of  having  urged  the  overthrow  of  the  existing  system 
of  government  in  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Duma. 
The  speech  in  question  was  a  contribution  to  the 
debate  on  the  Senate  Reform  Bill  on  March  24th,  in 
the  course  of  which  M.  Tchkhcid/.e  dwelt  upon  the 
advantages  of  a  Republican  over  a  Monarchist  regime  ; 
and  in  the  opinion  of  Ministers  this  constituted  an 
offence  under  Article  129  of  the  Penal  Code. 

The  meeting  of  the  Eirst  Department,  which  had 
been  convened  in  a  great  hurry  and  without  the 
usual  formalities,  was  addressed  by  M.  Scheglovitoff, 
the  Minister  of  Justice,  in  his  capacity  as  Attorney- 
General.  To  his  statement  that  he  was  present  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  any  legal  explanations  that 
might  be  required  the  President  replied  that  at  the 
present  stage  it  was  merely  the  duty  of  the  Eirst 
Department  to  communicate  the  charge  to  the 
accused  deputy  and  to  request  him  to  furnish  explana- 
tions. 

At  the  end  of  a  very  brief  sitting  it  was  unani- 
mously decided  to  call  upon  M.  Tchkheidze  to  hand 
in  his  explanations  within  a  fortnight. 


MOTION    IN   THE  DUMA. 

In  the  Duma  last  week  the  President,  M.  Rod- 
zianko.  announced  that  a  collective  motion  had  been 
presented  by  all  the  groups  of  the  Opposition,  con- 
taining the  following  proposals  : — 

(1)  That  the  Duma  decline  to  proceed  with  the 
examination  of  the  Budget  until  the  Bill  securing 
liberty  of  speech  for  deputies,  which  is  now  before 
the  Judicial  Committee,  has  become  law. 

(2)  That  the  next  sitting  of  the  Duma  be  devoted 
to  the  discussion  of  the  aforesaid  Bill. 

The  debate  on  this  motion  was  opened  by  M. 
Efremoff  (Progressist),  who  said  : —  1 

"  We  are  confronted  by  a  series  of  systematically 
planned  acts  of  the  Government.  For  the  most  part 
they  have  been  carried  oat  through  advantage  being 
taken  of  certain  instances  of  indefiniteness  or  inex- 
actitude that  are  to  be  found  in  the  Fundamental 
Laws  and  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Imperial  Duma 
and  of  the  Council  of  the  Empire,  by  the  one-sided 
interpretation  of  which  the  Government  systemati- 
cally cuts  down  the  rights  of  the  Imperial  Duma. 
The  interpretation  which  makes  out  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  of  Ministers,  who  countersigns 
the  Imperial  decrees,  is  not  required  to  reply  to 
interpellations  paralyses  the  right  of  the  national 
representatives,  consecrated  by  the  Manifesto  of 
October  30th,  to  check  unlawful  acts.  The  Govern- 
ment's interpretation  concerning  Bills  introduced  on 
the  initiative  of  the  Imperial  Duma  also  clearly  under- 
mines the  Duma's  legislative  rights. 

The  Essential  Bights  of  the  People. 

The  third  attempt  made  by  the  Government, 
which  now  seeks  to  abolish  the  immunity  of  deputies 
for  speeches  delivered  from  this  tribune,  affects  the 
very  essence  of  national  representation.  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  our  rights  or  of  our  security,  but  of  the  most 
essential  rights  of  the  people,  who  ought  not  even  to 
entertain  the  suspicion  that  the  declarations  made 
from  this  tribune  lack  frankness  owing  to  the  possi- 
bility of  prosecution.  The  Government  should  have 
been  the  very  first  to  defend  liberty  of  speech 
in  this  House,  in  order  that  the  people  might  rest 
assured  that  every  illegal  act  may  be  referred  to  here 
without  any  reservation,  since  a  deputy's  statements 
are  not  liable  to  involve  him  in  legal  penalties. 

"The  Government  has,  however,  entered  upon  a 
different  path.  The  First  Department  of  the  Council 
of  the  Empire  has  already  decided  to  call  upon 
M.  Tchkheidze  to  furnish  explanations.  Rumours 
are  further  being  circulated  in  the  Press  that  it  is 
intended  to  prosecute  a  Vice-President  of  the 
Imperial  Duma.  A  situation  has  thus  been  created 
in  which  the  deputy's  liberty  of  speech  becomes  the 
most  important  question  for  the  whole  population. 
The  Imperial  Duma  is  confronted  by  the  question 
whether  the  people  can  accept  seriously  and  confi- 
dently declarations  made  from  this  tribune  so  long 
as  it  is  not  made  clear  whether  our  utterances  are 
really  free,  or  fettered  and  hampered." 

Professor  Miliukoff  (Cadet)  said  that  the  fact  that 
the  motion  for  postponing  the  discussion  on  the 
Budget  had  been  brought  in  by  all  the  progressive 
groups,  from  the  Social  Democrats  to  the  Pro- 
gressists, sufficiently  proved  that  what  was  under 
consideration  was  not  the  guilt  of  any  particular 
deputy,  whose  views  on  the  system  of  government 
the  Duma  did  not  share,  but  the  position  of  each  of 
them,  and  the  primary  condition  without  which  no 
deputy  could  perform  the  obligations  for  which  he 


had  contracted  with  his  electors.  He  did  not  expe.  t 
the  support  of  those  who  looked  upon  their  work  in 
the  Duma  as  a  Government  service  entitling  them 
to  pensions  and  decorations.  He  appealed  to  tbOM 
who  believed  that  they  had  duties  to  perform  to  their 
electors. 

Constitutional  Ambiguities. 

Wherever  there  was  a  representative  system,  there 
existed  some  such  elementary  sanction.  England  had 
already  solved  this  question  as  far  back  as  \<>*<h  and 
France  had  done  so  in  principle  in  1819.  The 
frainers  of  the  Russian  Constitution,  however,  had  an 
interest  in  not  solving  the  question,  and  hence  arose 
the  ambiguity  of  the  Eundamental  Laws.  They  con- 
tained a  hidden  contradiction,  and  the  first  two 
Dumas  had  perished  for  having  attempted  to  lay  it 
bare.  The  fhird  Duma  only  owed  its  life  to  its  efforts 
to  disguise  and  to  conceal  that  contradiction.  But 
now  the  plaster  covering  was  crumbling  away. 

Every  deputy  could  not  be  expected  to  be  a  hero, 
and  even  Presidents  of  the  Duma  were  driven  into  a 
sort  of  panic  by  the  mere  mention  of  certain  words. 
Such  was  the  psychological  atmosphere  that  was 
being  created.  But  a  deputy  who  was  conscious  of 
the  duties  of  his  high  calling  would  continue  to 
speak  out,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  prosecuted  under 
the  articles  of  the  Penal  Code. 

"This,''  concluded  M.  Miliukoff,  "will  not  ?top  us. 
We  are  prepared  to  deliver,  in  the  discussion  on  the 
Budget,  speeches  for  which  they  will  perhaps  pro- -c- 
cute  us.  But  we  declare  that  the  right  of  voting 
the  Budget  is  our  privilege,  and  one  which  we  shall 
not  renounce,  but  will  utilise  at  the  decisive  moment 
of  the  combat  to  which  we  have  been  challenged  by 
our  opponents.'' 

The   Motion  Lost. 

On  a  division  being  taken,  the  motion  was  rejected 
by  164  votes  to  82,  with  18  abstentions.  The  majority 
was  composed  of  the  Right,  the  Nationalists,  and  the 
Octobrists.  The  members  of  the  Polish  group  were 
among  those  who  abstained  from  voting. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  the  Minister  of 
Justice  have  been  urging  the  Cabinet  to  undertake 
the  prosecution  of  M.  Konovaloff.  a  Vice-President 
of  the  Duma  and  a  member  of  the  Progressist 
party,  on  a  charge  of  displaying  "  criminal  inaction  " 
in  the  Chair  in  not  calling  M.  Tchkheidze  to  order 
at  the  time  when  his  speech  in  favour  of  a  Republican 
regime  was  delivered.  The  Council  of  Ministers, 
however,  has  rejected  the  suggestion. 

Telegraphing  on  Friday  last,  the  Times  corre- 
spondent in  St.  Petersburg  states  that  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  the  Duma  has  adopted  a  motion 
that  a  Bill  be  introduced  within  a  week  establishing 
immunity  for  deputies  from  prosecution  on  account 
of  speeches  made  in  the  Duma. 


PREMIER  AND  DUMA. 

M.  Goremykin  Professes  a  Desire  for 
Co-operation  and  Mutual  Understanding. 

M.  Goremykin  made  his  first  appearance  before 
the  Duma  yesterday  week,  when  the  Budget  was 
introduced.  As  soon  as  the  report  of  the  Budget 
Committee  h»d  been  read  the  Premier  ascended  tne 
tribune.  This  was  the  signal  for  a  noisy  and  violent 
demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  Extreme  Left,  who 
refused  to  let  M.  Goremykin  be  heard,  and  in  the  end 
were  suspended  from  the  Duma  for  fifteen  sittings. 

After  the  disturbers  had  been  removed,  the 
Premier,  who  had  several  times  left  and  reascended 
the  tribune,  proceeded  to  make  his  long-expected 
declaration.  Speaking  in  a  voice  that  was  scarcely 
audible,  he  said  that  he  did  not  wish  his  first  appear- 
ance among  them  to  pass  in  complete  silence. 

"In  spite  of  to-day's  lamentable  occurrences,'' 
continued  the  Premier,  "  I  wish,  first  of  all,  to  wel- 
come the  Imperial  Duma,  and  I  beg  all  its  members 
to  accept  this  greeting  in  the  same  kindly  spirit  in 
which  it  is  offered.  I  would  have  you  know,  gentle- 
men, that  my  doors  are  always  open  to  every  one  of 
you,  without  any  exception.  The  first  hour  of  the 
day  at  my  disposal  will  be  devoted  to  any  explana- 
tions you  may  require  of  me.  I  say  this  because  I 
am  of  opinion  that  such  direct  relations  and  explana- 
tions will  largely  contribute  towards  dissipating 
idle  rumours,  baseless  talk,  misunderstandings,  and 
all  unnecessary  gossip. 

"In  the  next  place,  I  should  express  another 
desire,  although  I  find  it  difficult  to  express  it  in 
appropriate  terms.  My  wish,  which  is  of  the 
simplest,  has  reference  to  working  jointly  and  har- 
moniously with  you.  I  fear,  however,  that,  for  all 
the  sincerity  of  my  de^re,  my  words  may  be  inter- 
preted in  a  sense  which  does  not  correspond  in  the 
least  to  my  intentions. 

"  I  shall  therefore  put  it  simply  thus  :  I  desire, 
gentlemen,  that  we  should  get  to  understand  one 
another  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  each  of  us 
may,  within  the  limits  of  the  duties  prescribed  to  him 
by  the  laws,  devote  his  whole  strength,  quite  undis- 
turbed, to  working  for  the  welfare  of  our  great 
country." 


May  13.  1914. 
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W1LL  ON  THH  PHR8BODTION  OF  THH  VaUDOIB. 


NOTES. 


An  Unseasonable  Debut. 

The  Premier    has    at  last   condescended  to 
address  the  Duma.    His  first  essay  in  that  direc- 
tion cannot  give  him  very  agreeable  recollec- 
tions, for  before  he  could  utter  a  word  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Extreme  Left  showed  plainly  and 
violently  what  they  thought  of  his  recent  attacks 
upon  the  Duma's  liberties.    Their  outburst  was 
not  without  excuse,  for  M.   Goremykin  could 
hardly  have  chosen  a  more  inopportune  moment 
for  his  debut.    In  the  short  time  he  has  been  in 
office  he  has  done  more  to  weaken  and  degrade 
the  Duma  than  either  of  his  immediate  predeces- 
sors did  in  seven  years.    And  last  week,  fresh 
from  his  latest  onslaught  on  the  principle  of 
liberty  of  speech,  which  is  indispensable  to  any 
Legislature,  he  came  with  hypocritical  protesta- 
tions of  benevolence  upon  his  lips.    It  was  an 
outrage  which  others  besides  hot-headed  Social- 
ists might  have  been  pardoned  for  resenting  with 
equal  vehemence.    As  for  the    matter  of  his 
address,  of  what  value  are  these  glib  assurances 
of  a  desire  for  co-operation  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Duma  in  the  light  of  his  outrages 
upon  the  very  principles  of  Constitutionalism  r 
Bv  "co-operation"  he  clearly  understands  the 
slavish  and  unquestioning  endorsement  of  the 
Cabinet's  acts  by  the   Duma.    But  that  is  a 
species    of  harmony    more    dangerous  to  the 
country   than   the    most  violent    discord.  M. 
Goremykin  is  simply  playing  with  words,  and  he 
could  hardly  affect  surprise  if  his  audience  last 
week  bluntly  refused  to  accord  the  slightest 
credence  to  his  utterances. 


Storm  Symptoms. 

Professor  Nekrassoff  devoted  a  powerful 
speech  mainly  to  a  denunciation  of  the  Govern- 
ment's anti-Jewish  campaign.  He  showed  how 
strikingly  matters  had  retrogressed  in  this  con- 
nection during  the  "  Constitutional  "  period. 
Seven  years  ago  the  Government  was  ready  to 
embark  upon  a  policy  of  reform.  Since  that 
time,  however,  not  only  has  all  idea  of  reform 
been  discarded,  but  the  legal  position  of  the 
Russian  Jews  has  been  rendered  considerably 
worse.  The  Government  has  lent  itself  in  whole- 
hearted fashion  to  executing  the  will  of  the 
Nationalists,  who  are  moved  by  a  blind  race- 
hatred that  knows  no  limit.  To  the  Cabinet 
Professor  Nekrassoft's  message  was  one  of 
solemn  warning.  To  the  Jews  he  addressed 
an  appeal  to  exercise  patience  in  their  afflic- 
tion, since  the  day  would  quickly  arrive— more 
quickly  than  their  enemies  imagined — when 
their  oppressors  would  be  swept  away.  These 
references  to  an  impending  upheaval,  which 
have  become  significantly  frequent  of  late,  and 
have  not  been  confined  to  Opposition  speakers, 
should  give  the  Government  pause  in  its  mad 
career.  But  nowadays,  apparently,  Ministers 
have  neither  eyes  to  see  nor  ears  to  hear  the 
warning  symptoms  of  the  coming  storm. 


WHO  KILLED  YUSCHINSKY? 


Significant  Revelations  in  Court  Against 
Vera  Tcheberyak. 


Enter  the  Budget. 

The  presentation  of  the  Budget  Estimates  to 
the  Duma  gave  the  opportunity  for  a  debate 
which  covered  a  very  wide  field.  In  general, 
more  attention  was  devoted  to  the  political  than 
to  the  purely  financial  situation,  although  M. 
Shingareff.  as  usual,  exposed  some  of  the 
fallacies  by  which  the  prosperous  appearance  of 
the  Budget  was  secured.  There  is  a  large 
amount  of  extraordinary  expenditure  for  which 
the  Estimates  make  no  provision,  and  when  this 
is  taken  into  consideration  the  equilibrium  comes 
perilously  near  to  being  upset.  Turning  to  a 
more  general  criticism  of  the  Government 
policy,  M.  Shingareff  contrasted  the  protestations 
of  a  desire  to  suppress  drunkenness  with  the 
determined  prosecution  of  temperance  preachers, 
who  by  their  private  efforts  have  converted 
thousands  to  sobriety.  More  damning  than  any- 
thing else,  however,  is  the  open  identification  of 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  with  the  sentiments 
and  policy  of  the  L'nion  of  the  Russian  People, 
to  which  reference  was  more  than  once  made. 
The  ideals  pursued  by  that  unspeakable  organisa- 
tion include,  first  and  foremost,  the  abolition  of 
the  Duma  and  the  complete  abrogation  of  the 
October  Constitution.  What  can  possibly  be 
expected  of  a  Government  one  of  whose  most 
powerful  members  proclaims  his  adhesion  to  a 
society  advocating  such  principles  as  these  ? 


The  Murder  of  Yuschinsky. 

Vera  Tcheberyak  has  brought  an  action  for 
libel  against  the  author  of  a  newspaper  article 
which  accused  her  of  having  been  concerned  in 
the  murder  of  Andrew  Yuschinsky,  and  the  case 
has  been  dismissed.  It  would  be  strange  after 
this,  and  after  the  striking  declarations  made  by 
the  witnesses  in  the  case,  if  there  were  any  who 
still  affected  to  believe  in  the  guilt  of  Beilis  or  in 
the  "  ritual"  character  of  the  crime  with  which 
he  was  charged.  Two  of  the  witnesses  who  gave 
evidence  were  Lieut. -Colonel  Ivanoff  and  the 
Examining  Magistrate,  M.  Fenenko.  Both  these 
officials  were  connected  with  the  Yuschinsky 
case  before  the  official  order  finally  went  forth 
that  a  "  ritual  murder  "  charge  was  to  be  con- 
cocted ;  and  both  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
Vera  Tcheberyak  had  had  a  hand  in  the  crime. 
Incidentally  some  light  was  thrown  upon  the 
suicide  of  the  man  Latysheff  while  he  was  under 
examination  in  connection  with  the  murder. 
Some  dav,  perhaps,  M.  Fenenko  will  have  the 
opportunity  of  disclosing  in  public  all  that  he 
knows  regarding  the  part  played  in  the  tragedy 
by  this  man  of  mystery.  It  is  amazing  enough 
that  Vera  Tcheberyak  should  have  had  the 
hardihood  to  bring  such  a  case  into  court.  Of  a 
certainty  she  could  never  have  done  so  but  for 
her  knowledge  that  [she  is  perfectly  safe  from 
prosecution  at  the  hands  of  the  Russian  authori- 
ties, who  desire  less  than  anything  the  presenta- 
tion in  a  court  of  law  of  the  real  facts  regarding: 
the  murder  of  Yuschinsky. 


M.  Krassovsky's  Find. 

There  is  some  prospect  that  the  case  may  be 
reopened  as  the  result  of  M.  Krassovsky's  inves- 
tigations in  New  York,  where  he  is  said  to  have 
obtained  affidavits  from  two  persons  who 
know  the  truth  about  the  murder.  M.  Kras- 
sovskyhas  stated  to  various  interviewers  that  the 
new  evidence  he  has  collected  proves  conclusively 
that  Beilis  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  crime,  and 
that  it  was  not  a  "ritual"  murder;  and  he 
hints  that  the  Tcheberyak  gang  will  be  incrimi- 
nated by  the  affidavits  he  is  about  to  present  to 
the  Kiev  District  Court.  We  await  with  interest 
the  reception  of  this  evidence  by  the  Russian 
authorities ;  but  we  cannot  profess  to  be  very 
hopeful  that  any  new  inquiry  will  be  undertaken. 


The  Ministry  of  War  has  issued  an  order  forbidding 
the  bestowal  of  Army  commissions  on  Old  Believers. 
The  order  is  regarded  as  especially  surprising  since 
Old  Believers  are  very  numerous  among  the  Cossacks, 
who  have  hitherto  been  looked  upon  as  the  chief 
tower  of  strength  of  the  Autocracy. 


An  instructive  sequel  to  the  Beilis  case  has  been 
furnished  by  a  libel  action  brought  by  Vera 
Tcheberyak,  a  prominent  witness  at  the  trial, 
against  M.  Trifonoff,  a  journalist,  who  in  an  article 
published  in  the  Kievlanin  in  May,  1912,  had  declared 
that  the  participation  of  Vera  Tcheberyak  and  her 
gang  in  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky  had  been  esta- 
blished. 

Trie  case,  which  came  before  the  Kiev  District 
Court  on  the  2nd  inst,,  was  dismissed. 

The  article  complained  of  was  headed  "A  Private 
Inquiry  into  the  Yuschinsky  Murder  Case,"  and  set 
out  in  detail  the  facts  ascertained  by  the  detective 
Krassovsky,  who,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  dis- 
missed from  the  service  and  subsequently  prosecuted 
because  of  his  refusal  to  accept  the  official  "  ritual  " 
theory  of  the  crime.  The  plaintiff  took  objection  to 
the  article  not  only  because  it  represented  her  as 
having  been  concerned  in  the  murder,  but  also 
because  it  stated  that  her  flat  was  a  thieves'  den 
and  that  stolen  property  was  housed  there. 

The  first  witness  to  be  called  was  Lieut. -Colonel 
Ivanoff,  who  was  asked  by  Vera  Tcheberyak  whether 
her  lodgings  were  a  resort  for  criminals.  When  the 
witness  replied  in  the  affirmative,  the  plaintiff  became 
more  cautious  in  her  questions,  and  asked  whether 
her  participation  in  the  murder  had  been  established. 
To  this  the  witness  replied  in  the  negative.  He 
admitted,  however',  in  answer  to  the  defendant,  that 
he  had  suspected  her  of  the  crime. 

What  the  Examining  Magistrate  Discovered. 

The  greatest  sensation  of  the  day  was  furnished, 
however,  by  the  evidence  of  the  Examining  Magis- 
trate Fenenko,  who  originally  conducted  the  inquiry 
into  the  Yuschinsky  murder  until  the  intervention  of 
the  Public  Prosecutor  Tchaplinsky,  whose  services 
have  since  been  rewarded  by  promotion  to  the 
Senate.  This  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  M. 
Fenenko  had  had  the  opportunity  of  stating  his 
beliefs  with  regard  to  the  murder,  and  his  reply  to 
the  President's  question,  whether  he  had  ever 
suspected  Vera  Tcheberyak  of  being  concerned  in 
the  crime  of  which  Beilis  was  wrongfully  accused,  is 
of  the  greatest  interest  and  importance. 

"  Personally, "  he  deposed,  "  I  had  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  Vera  Tcheberyak  was  concerned  in  the 
murder.  But  as  my  own  inner  conviction  was  not 
sufficient  I  took  every  step  to  collect  the  facts  in 
support  thereof.  I  established  the  fact  that  Vera 
Tcheberyak's  flat  was  a  prominent  resort  of  thieves, 
frequented  by  notorious  criminals.  Vera  Tcheberyak 
was  greatly  afraid  that  I  might  discover  the  identity 
of  the  man  who  bore  the  nickname  of  '  Vanka 
Ryji '  ('  Ruddy  Jack  ')." 

At  this  point  the  President  interrupted  the  wit- 
ness, declaring  his  evidence  to  be  irrelevant.  The 
plaintiff,  who  seemed  alarmed,  thereupon  asked  the 
witness  whether  this  had  been  his  own  conviction  or 
whether  he  had  been  persuaded  by  the  detective 
Krassovsky.    To  this  M.  Fenenko  replied  : — 

"  I  was  convinced  even  before  he  was,  just  as  I 
am  convinced  now,  of  your  guilt  in  the  murder  of 
Yuschinsky." 

The  Mystery  of  a  Suicide. 

In  answer  to  the  defendant,  M.  Fenenko  stated  that 
the  man  who  was  known  as  "  Ruddv  Jack "  was 
none  other  than  Latysheff,  who  committed  suicide 
while  he  was  being  interrogated  by  the  Examining 
Magistrate.  While  Latysheff  and  Rudzinsky  were  in 
prison  Vera  Tcheberyak  got  into  communication 
with  them,  and  advised  Latysheff  to  deny  all 
acquaintance  with  her. 

In  answer  to  the  defendant,  who  asked  what  sort 
of  person  Vera  Tcheberyak  was,  the  witness  stated  that 
she  was  known  to  shelter  important  criminals.  As 
soon  as  she  was  watched  it  was  found  that  she  was 
concerned  in  thefts,  and  that  an  actual  murderer  was 
in  the  habit  of  frequenting  her  flat. 

Asked  for  his  opinion  of  Krassovsky,  M.  Fenenko  said 
that  he  had  full  confidence  in  the  detective,  who  was 
trusted  by  all  his  superiors. 

The  defendant,  addressing  the  Court,  stated  that 
his  article  in  the  Kievlanin  had  been  written  from 
material  supplied  by  Krassovsky.  It  had  been  read 
twice  to  the  latter,  who  had  confirmed  the  accuracy 
of  the  facts,  which  as  a  matter  of  fact  had  been  dis- 
covered, not  by  himself,  but  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Ivanoff. 
The  article  was  an  express  invitation  to  the  authorities 
to  verify  the  statements  it  contained. 

"  I  know,"  continued  M.  Trifonoff,  "  that  I  have  no 
right  to  refer  to  what  occurred  in  this  Court  not  very 
long  ago  at  the  Beilis  trial.  But  it  must  be  fresh  in 
your  memory  that  both  M.Shmakoff  and  M.  Zamyslov- 
sky  (who  appeared  against  Beilis  for  the  parti?  civile), 
and  even  the  Public  Prosecutor,  M.  Yipper,  referred  to 
the  possibility  of  Vera  Tcheberyak  having  been  con- 
cerned in  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky." 

After  half  an  hour's  consultation  the  Court  acquitted 
M.  Trifonoff,  as  above  stated. 


76 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


Mav  J-i.  \')14. 


THE    BUDGET  DEBATE. 


General    Attack    on    the  Government's 
Domestic  Policy. 

The  debate  on  the  Budget  was  begun  in  the  Duma 
on  the  5th  hist,  and  continued  on  t lie  7th. 

The  report  of  the  Budget  Committee  was  read  by 
M.  Rjevsky,  who  concluded  his  remarks  by  declaring 
that  the  financial  situation  displayed  no  security 
whatever  unless  an  extensive  reform  were  carried 
out. 

After  the  Premier,  M.  Goremykin,  had  delivered  a 
brief  address  (reported  in  another  column),  M. 
Bark,  the  Minister  of  Finance,  gave  a  summary  of 
the  Estimates,  and  reviewed  the  measures  that  were 
in  contemplation  in  connection  with  the  suppression 
of  drunkenness,  the  increase  of  productive  labour, 
the  Imperial  Bank  and  agricultural  credit,  railway 
construction,  and  national  defence. 

M.  Bark  was  followed  by  M.  Shingareff,  the  well- 
known  Cadet  orator  and  financial  expert.  He  began 
by  pointing  out  that  the  Minister's  statement  as  to 
the  excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure  was  a  delu- 
sion, since  he  had  not  included  in  the  latter  figure  the 
large  extra  expenditure  not  provided  for  in  the  Esti- 
mates, which  had  grown  enormously  during  the  past 
decade  and  was  bound  before  long  to  upset  the 
financial  equilibrium. 

The  Premier's  Professions. 

Passing  to  the  political  aspect  of  the  situation,  M. 
Shingareff  said  that  his  party  did  not  think  it  advis- 
able to  obstruct  the  Budget,  since  such  a  proceeding 
would  imply  a  struggle  not  merely  against  the 
Government,  but  also  against  the  rest  of  the  Duma. 
As  to  the  Premier's  invitation,  the  proper  place  for 
denying  false  rumours  was  the  Duma  itself,  where 
M.  Goremykin  ought  to  declare  his  intention  of 
cleansing  his  Cabinet  and  choosing  more  suitable 
workers.  The  Church,  to  take  an  example,  pre- 
sented a  distressing  spectacle  of  terrible  and  irre- 
sponsible influences  at  work  by  which  it  was 
strangely  compromised — (cries  of  "  Rasputin  ") — 
while  in  the  Duma  itself  non-party  clergymen  were 
not  tolerated.  While  they  talked  about  suppressing 
drunkenness  the  authorities  were  persecuting  Ivan 
Tchurikoff,  the  leader  of  the  Temperance  Brothers, 
in  St.  Petersburg,  where  he  had  saved  thousands  of 
persons  from  drunkenness.  And  how  were  they 
dealing  with  the  Old  Believers  and  Nonconformists  ? 
He  quoted  from  an  official  statement  of  charge 
drawn  up  by  a  rural  constable,  which  in  referring  to 
an  exhibit  said  :  "  The  confiscated  book  is  annexed 
herewith.  It  is  entitled  The  Gospels."  (Cries  of 
"  Shame  !  ') 

"Black  Hundred"  Ministers. 

The  Government  was  making  advances  to  the 
"Unionists''  and  " Archangelites,"  who  blasphe- 
mously gave  to  their  disreputable  organisations 
names  which  were  sacred  to  the  Orthodox  religion. 
The  Minister  of  the  Interior  wore  the  badge  of  the 
Union  of  the  Russian  People,  and  told  its  members  : 
"  I  have  always  been  with  you  and  cannot  think 
differently  from  you."  It  was  therefore  natural  to 
suppose  that  he  shared  their  desire  to  do  away  with 
the  Legislative  Chambers  and  their  hatred  of  the 
October  Manifesto. 

M.  Stempkovsky  (Octobrist)  demonstrated  the 
direct  dependence  of  the  sources  of  revenue  on  the 
prosperity  of  the  population,  as  well  as  on  the 
general  policy  of  the  Government.  If  the  Premier's 
appeal  for  co-operation  was  made  in  earnest,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  alter  the  Government's 
attitude  towards  the  local  government  bodies.  He 
recalled  the  order  by  which  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  prohibited  the  Zemstvo  workers  of  Voronej 
from  attending  a  conference,  summoned  to  combat 
the  spread  of  the  plague,  which  had  been  organised 
by  the  Samara  Zemstvo. 

Cabinet  Disunion. 

The  first  condition  of  fruitful  co-operation  must 
be  union  within  the  Government's  own  ranks,  since 
joint  work  with  a  disunited  Government  was  phy- 
sically impossible.  Moscow  had  still  to  be  without  a 
mayor,  although  the  President  of  the  Council  of 
Ministers  could  find  no  objections  to  the  chosen 
candidate,  because  the  Ministry  which  was  supposed 
to  work  in  unison  with  the  head  of  the  Government 
refused  to  confirm  his  election.  The  Government 
W3  uffering  primarily  from  colour-blindness,  which 
made  the  whole  Zemstvo  system  appear  to  be 
coloured  a  vivid  red.  In  fact,  the  Government  was 
antagonising  the  best  champions  against  revolution, 
regarding  them  as  revolutionists  themselves. 

M.  Nicholas  Markoff  (Extreme  Right)  advocated 
the  organisation  of  a  State  system  of  perpetual  land 
credit,  which  should  be  entirely  independent  of 
market  fluctuations,  and  the  abolition  of  the  gold 
standard,  which  rendered  Russia  dependent  on  the 
international  exchanges  and  increased  her  national 
debt. 

Professor  Xekrassoff,  vice-chairman  of  the  Cadet 
party,  said  that,  in  view  of  the  close  connection  between 


the  problems  of  the  Budget  and  those  of  internal 
policy,  they  had  been  anxiously  waiting  for  the 
declarati  on  of  the  famous  "  new  order, '  but  to  their 
utter  perplexity  they  had  to  ask  themselves  whether 
they  had  been  listening  to  a  President  of  the  Council 
of  Ministers  addressing  a  legislative  bedy  or  an  old- 
fashioned  squire  talking  to  his  serfs. 

They  had  been  told  by  the  Minister  of  Finance 
that  the  credits  he  demanded  must  be  granted  because 
Russia  had  to  arm  herself  so  as  not  to  lag  behind  the 
other  States.  But  all  the  technical  improvements 
and  the  increase  in  numbers  would  prove  useless  as 
long  as  in  the  country  itself  there  was  lacking  that 
unity  of  thought  and  will  which  alone  could  secure 
victory  over  an  enemy.  A  State  filled  with  constant 
discord  and  oppression  could  not  be  strong  abroad. 
The  responsibility  for  the  weakness  of  Russia's  foreign 
policy,  which  had  been  blamed  severely  but  justly, 
did  not  lie  with  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  but 
with  those  who  were  directing  the  domestic  policy 
of  the  State. 

The  Anti-Jewish  Campaign. 

He  would  call  attention  to  one  phase  of  home 
politics  which  concentrated  in  itself  the  ugliest 
features  of  the  Government  regime  and  reflected  in 
its  worst  form  all  the  lawlessness  and  arbitrariness 
that  prevailed  all  over  the  country.  He  would  show 
them  how  opposed  to  civilisation  was  the  Govern- 
ment's policy  towards  a  whole  category  of  citizens, 
towards  a  whole  people  inhabiting  the  Russian 
Empire,  which  was  not  only  denied  civil  equality, 
but  was  plunged  into  an  abyss  of  rightlessness. 
Russia's  laws  with  regard  to  the  Jews  had  no  claim 
to  sacredness,  for  they  replaced  right  by  rightless- 
ness and  lawlessness.  Their  "  interpretation "  was 
sheer  perversion,  and  their  application  was  charac- 
terised by  reckless  and  savage  administrative  arbi- 
trariness. 

Those  laws  resulted  in  tragedy  not  only  for  the 
Jewish  people,  but  for  the  whole  State.  The  posi- 
tion created  by  the  law  was  so  unbearable  that  the 
Government  itself  was  compelled  to  recede  from  its 
policy,  and  only  at  periods  of  madness,  when  it 
plunged  into  a  headlong  course  and  desired  to  crush 
everything  that  was  alive  in  Russia,  did  it  come  down 
upon  its  usual  victims,  the  Jews,  whom  it  proceeded 
to  oppress  more  than  ever. 

Increased  Bestrictions. 

While  seven  years  ago  the  Council  of  Ministers 
recommended  that  the  prohibition  against  Jews 
settling  in  the  villages  of  the  Pale  should  be  removed, 
the  Government  was  now  working  not  for  extending 
the  rights  of  the  Jews,  but  for  their  further  restric- 
tion and  total  abolition  Seven  years  ago  the  Council 
of  Ministers  recorded  in  its  minutes  that  the  pro- 
posed programme  of  Jewish  reform  must  be  carried 
out  at  all  costs,  so  as  not  to  expose  the  Government 
to  the  reproach  of  having  broken  its  promises  and 
thus  deservedly  lose  it  the  confidence  of  the  well- 
intentioned  section  of  the  public.  That  promise  had 
been  confirmed,  not  only  by  the  October  Manifesto, 
but  also  by  later  announcements  specially  made  by 
the  Government.  Nevertheless,  nothing  remained 
of  that  charter  of  promises.  Even  the  slalus  quo 
had  not  been  preserved.  Everything  had  been 
upset,  annulled,  and  rendered  worse. 

But  the  rulers  of  Russia  did  not  care  for  the  confi- 
dence of  the  well-intentioned  public,  for  they  had 
adopted  the  programme  of  those  who  desired  to 
bring  about  a  coup  d'etai.  They  received  in  audience 
the  representatives  of  the  Union  of  the  Russian 
People,  and  declared  themselves  to  be  imbued  with 
the  ideas  of  that  organisation.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  imagine  anything  more  cynical  than  this 
profession  of  a  coup  d'eiat  on  the  part  of  a  Govern- 
ment official.  Corruption  was  growing  apace.  When 
one  administrator  was  asked  in  private  conversation 
how  he  had  managed!  to  make  so  rapid  a  career,  he 
replied  :  "  Ouite  simply.  I  pounced  upon  the  Jews." 
That  was  now  the  essence  of  political  wisdom.  That 
was  the  touchstone  upon  which  administrators  were 
tested.  Whoever  managed  to  harass  the  Jews  was 
deserving  of  promotion.  From  top  to  bottom,  from 
Ministers  down  to  rural  constables,  a  rivalry  was  in 
progress  based  upon  the  watchword,  "  Pounce  upon 
the  Jews !  ' 

"  Dancing  on  a  Volcano." 

After  referring  to  the  educational  restrictions  and 
vexations  to  which  Jews  were  subject,  M.  Xekrassoff 
expressed  his  regret  that  this  "  rivalry "  should  have 
extended  even  to  the  courts  of  law.  The  act  of 
placing  the  Jewish  religion  in  the  dock  had  created 
a  position  which  would  lead  to  many  a  nightmare 
case  like  that  of  Beilis.  The  destructive  virus  of 
anti-Semitism  had  invaded  all  the  ranks  of  the 
Administration,  and  had  set  up  a  dangerous  system 
which  was  leading  the  Empire  towards  bankruptcy. 
The  speaker  concluded  by  exhorting  the  tormented 
Jewish  people,  to  whom  the  period  of  hope  of  the 
Russian  people  had  brought  greater  suffering  than 
they  had  ever  experienced,  not  to  lose  their  faith  in 
the  Russian  people. 

"A  day  will  arrive,"  he  said,  "  which  is  nearer  than 
is  imagined  by  those  who  are  dancing  on  a  volcano 


and  do  not  see  what  is  going  on  before  their  eyes. 
Sooner  than  you  think,  the  day  will  arrive  when  the 
Russian  people  will  throw  off  this  evil  sore,  and,  in 
brotherly  union  with  other  nationalities  and  races, 
will  bestow  full  liberty  and  equal  rights  on  all  with- 
out exception. 

M.  Xekrassoff,  on  concluding  his  speech  amidst 
great  applause,  had  an  attack  of  heart-failure,  and 
received  medical  attendance  in  an  adjoining  room. 
At  the  request  of  the  deputies  the  proceedings  were 
adjourned  for  an  interval. 


TWO    UKRAINIAN  PAMPHLETS.* 

The  National  Revival  and   the  Intrigues 
in  Galicia. 

The  case  for  Ukrainian  national  autonomy  is 
forcibly  presented  in  a  pamphlet  written  bv  Yaroslav 
Fedortchouk  and  issued  on  behalf  of  the  Cercle  des 
Ukrainiens  in  Paris  and  the  I'kraine  Committee  in 
London.  The  author,  who  is  known  for  other  works 
on  the  same  subject,  does  not  mince  matters.  He 
represents  the  Ukraine  as  a  "  giant  awakening, :  and 
on  behalf  of  his  thirty-five  million  compatriots  in 
Russia  and  in  Austria- Hungary  formulates  demands 
for  the  recognition  of  their  national  rights  which  are 
drawn  up  in  no  half-hearted  spirit.  In  the  case  of 
the  ("krainians  of  Russia  these  demands  are  sup- 
ported by  a  brief  but  comprehensive  survey  of  their 
history  and  by  a  recital  of  some  of  the  heavy 
grievances  they  suffer  under  the  present  regime.  It 
is  claimed  that  they  should  have  "  their  own  institu- 
tions, representative,  central,  provincial,  and  com- 
munal "  ;  and  for  this  purpose  "  Russia  should  change 
her  centralising  and  bureaucratic  system  and  become 
a  f  ederative  State,  in  which  each 'nationality  would 
enjoy  complete  autonomy.  This  opens  up  a  ques- 
tion which  must  needs  be  discussed  warily  ;  but  even 
those  who  are  not  prepared  to  endorse  the  solution  of 
the  difficulty  here  demanded  will  find  much  that  is 
instructive  in  M.  Fedortchouk  s  well-written  memo- 
randum. As  an  appendix  we  are  given  an  interesting 
scrap  of  history  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  George  Raffa- 
lovitch,  from  which  we  learn  that  the  first  Duke  of 
Marlborough  was  once  offered  possession  of  the 
Ukraine  by  Peter  the  Great  in  return  for  securing 
England's  friendship  for  Russia. 

Mr.  V.  Stepankowsky  has  written  a  pamphlet 
which  seeks  to  show  'that  the  Russian  intrigues 
among  the  Ruthenians  of  Galicia  have  for  their  object 
the  annexation  of  that  territory,  and  he  analyses  the 
motives  of  this  scheme  as  (1)  the  desire  to  prevent 
Austrian  Ruthenia  from  acting  as  the  headquarters 
of  the  Ukrainian  national  revival  movement ;  and 
(2)  the  fact  that  the  Eastern  provinces  of  Austria- 
Hungary  "hold  the  key  to  the  route  into  the 
Balkans.'  M.  Stepankowsky  marshals  a  formidable 
array  of  facts  in  support  of  his  allegations,  and  deals 
at  length  with  the  campaign  of  the  notorious  Count 
Bobrinskv.  Evidently  he  is  of  opinion  that  the 
"  Romantics  '' — astheauthorof  a  recent  series  of  articles 
in  this  journal  denoted  the  Panslavist  politicians — 
are  in  the  ascendant  in  Russia  ;  and  that  he  makes 
out  at  least  a  prima-facie  case  for  his  charges  cannot 
be  denied.  That  the  execution  of  the  policy  here 
illuminated  would  be  a  grave  blunder  for  Russia 
herself  is  a  further  fact  to  which  M.  Stepankowsky 
gives  convincing  attestation. 


BAEDEKER'S  "RUSSIA. 


Mr.  T.  Fisher  Unwin  has  made  a  welcome  innova- 
tion in  publishing  Baedeker's  Russian  Handbook  for 
the  first  time  in  English.  Now  that  so  many  of  our 
countrymen  are  "discovering''  Russia  and  pro- 
claiming the  somewhat  highly -coloured  results  of 
their  wonderful  investigations,  it  is  well  that  the 
ordinary,  sober-minded  British  traveller  should  have 
something  more  reliable  to  guide  him  through  a  visit 
to  that  country.  The  book  before  us,  which  runs  to 
590  closely-printed  pages,  is  packed  with  well-authen- 
ticated information  of  the  most  varied  character,  and 
contains  no  fewer  than  118  maps  and  plans.  The 
huge  territory  surveyed  includes,  besides  Russia 
proper,  Poland,  Finland,  and  the  Caucasus,  and  even 
extends  to  Teheran,  Port  Arthur,  and  Pekin.  Alto- 
gether the  Russian  Baedeker  should  supply  a  want 
that  has  become  especially  insistent  of  late  years, 
and  we  mav  expre;s  the  hope  that  it  may  help  to  shed 
a  light  on  Darkest  Russia  in  more  senses  than  one. 
It  would  have  been  well,  however,  if  some  mention 
had  been  made  of  the  passport  restrictions  imposed 
upon  Jewish  travellers. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Justice  a  set  of  new  regulations  drafted 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  impossible  for  Jews  to 
have  any  share  or  interest  in  any  property  or  con- 
cerns involving  the  possession,  in  however  remote  a 
degree,  of  real  estate  outside  the  Pale. 

•  (ij  Memorandum  on  the  Ukrainian  Qttcstion  in  its  National 
Aspect.     Hy  Yaroslav  Fedortchouk.   (London:  Francis  Griffiths.)  is. 

12)  The  Russian  Plot  toSei-c  Galicia.  By  V.  Stepankowsky.  (London  : 
Henry  Jamc-  Hall  and  Co.)  64, 
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KIDNAPPED. 


We  have  received  a  copy  of  an  appeal  which 
Mme.  Bessel-Vinogradoff  has  addressed  to  the 
Servian  Minister  of  Justice  on  behalf  of  her 
husband,  a  Russian  political  refugee  who  was 
recently  spirited  away  to  Russia.  The  victim 
of  this  kidnapping  "  outrage,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, escaped  from  Siberia,  where  he  was 
serving  a  sentence  passed  upon  him  for  the 
crime  of  being  a  Socialist,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Paris.  After  living  peaceably  in  the 
French  capital  for  some  time,  three  months  ago 
he  obtained  a  position  as  electrical  engineer  at 
Uskub,  one  of  Servia's  acquisitions  under  the 
Balkan  settlement.  He  arrived  there  on 
February  21st.  On  February  27th  he  was 
arrested  by  the  local  authorities  on  the  charge 
that  his  passport  was  irregular.  After  being 
kept  in  prison  for  a  few  days  he  was  despatched 
to  Salonika,  which  is  Greek  territory.  From 
Salonika  he  was  sent  back  to  Uskub,  but  on 
March  12th  he  was  again  conveyed  to  the  Greek 
town,  where  he  was  embarked  on  a  Russian 
vessel  and  taken  under  Russian  escort  to  Odessa. 
At  present,  according  to  our  information,  he  is  a 
prisoner  in  the  Boutyrki  gaol  in  Moscow,  whose 
barbarous  regime  is  described  in  an  ax'ticle  appear- 
ing in  our  present  issue.  He  has  been  placed  in 
irons,  and  not  even  his  parents  are  allowed  to 
visit  him.  The  wild  beast  has  captured  its 
escaped  prey,  whose  fate  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life  cannot  be  contemplated  without  a 
shudder. 

In  the  petition  which  Mme.  Vinogradoff  has 
addressed  to  the  Servian  Minister  attention  is 
mainly  directed  to  the  judicial  aspect  of  this 
outrageous  proceeding.  It  would,  indeed,  be 
difficult  to  imagine  a  more  flagrant  violation  of 
one  of  the  most  elementary  principles  of  inter- 
national law.  M.  Vinogradoff  was  arrested 
under  the  pretext  that  his  passport  was  not  in 
order.  Granted  that  the  charge  was  well 
founded,  the  Servian  authorities  were  justified  in 
expelling  him  from  the  country  ;  but  they  were 
not  entitled  to  do  more  than  conduct  him  to 
whatever  frontier  he  chose  to  cross.  It  is  clear, 
however,  that  this  complaint  was  only  a  blind. 
M.  Vinogradoff  was  actually  arrested  because 
two  secret  agents  who  had  followed  him  from 
Paris,  and  who  falsely  represented  themselves 
as  French  police  officials,  denounced  him  to  the 
Servian  authorities  as  a  dangerous  anarchist 
named  Pavloff,  who  had  taken  part  in  an 
Anarchist  Congress  in  Copenhagen.  M.  Vino- 
gradoff has  never  passed  under  the  name  of 
Pavloff,  is  not  an  anarchist,  and  has  never  been 
in  Copenhagen ;  nor,  for  that  matter,  has  an 
Anarchist  Congress  ever  been  held  in  that  city. 
Thus  the  Servian  authorities  were  induced  to 
arrest  him  by  gross  misrepresentation  on  the 
part  of  Okhrana  agents  posing  as  French  police 
officials.  But,  even  if  they  thought  they  had 
reason  tofbelieve  what  was  alleged,  is  there  any 
precedent]  for  a  prisoner  being  extradited  from 
one  country  to  another  at  the  instance  of  the 
police  of  a  third  country  ? 

In  point  of  fact  we  should  be  surprised  to  learn 
that  the  Russian  Government  did  actually 
demand  from  the  Servian  Government  or  from 


the  Greek  Government  the  extradition  of  M. 
Vinogradoff.  That  such  a  demand  could  not  be 
supported  is  clear  from  the  fact  that  during  the 
whole  period  of  his  sojourn  in  Paris,  where  ail 
the  time  he  was  closely  watched  by  the  Russian 
secret  agents,  no  overture  for  that  purpose  was 
made  to  the  French  authorities.  Nor  does  the 
strange  method  of  procedure  that  was  followed  at 
Uskub  and  Salonika  suggest  extradition.  The 
only  charge  openly  brought  against  M.  Vinogra- 
doff in  Servia  was  that  he  had  not  complied  with 
the  passport  regulations.  If  his  extradition  was 
demanded  for  an  offence  against  the  Russian 
Criminal  Code,  why  was  he  not  informed  of  the 
fact  and  given  the  opportunity  to  defend  himself 
against  the  proceedings  ?  Why  was  he  sent 
backwards  and  forwards  from  Uskub  to  Salonika 
while  the  Russian  Government,  presumably,  was 
bringing  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Servian  and 
Greek  authorities  with  the  object  of  persuading 
them  to  connive  at  a  violent  illegality  ?  On 
March  10th  Mme.  Vinogradoff  demanded  that 
whatever  charge  had  been  brought  against  her 
husband  should  be  investigated  ;  on  March  12th 
the  prisoner  was  finally  de  spatched  to  Salonika 
and  escorted  back  to  R'  ssia.  In  that  brief 
interval  did  the  Servian  authorities  make  any 
attempt  to  inquire  into  the  charges,  as  in 
an  extradition  case  they  were  bound  to 
do  ?  Further,  what,  according  to  the  Servian 
version,  happened  between  February  27th, 
the  date  of  the  arrest,  an^March  2nd,  the  date 
of  the  first  conveyance  to  Salonika,  that  con- 
verted a  charge  of  passport  irregularity  into  one 
of  violent  crime  in  Russia  r  How,  in  those  three 
days,  did  the  news  of  the  prisoner's  presence  and 
arrest  spread  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  how  were 
the  necessary  documents  that  must  accompany 
an  extradition  demand  prepared  and  conveyed  to 
Servia  in  that  short  time  ?  Certainly,  if  this  is 
an  extradition  case,  it  is  compact  of  more  irregu- 
larities than  any  other  case  of  the  kind  on 
record. 

But  of  course  it  is  not  a  case  of  extradition  ; 
it  is  one  of  kidnapping  pure  and  simple.  In  a 
court  of  law  the  demand  for  the  sux-render  of 
M.  Vinogradoff  could  not  for  one  moment  have 
been  sustained.  It  is  clear  that  the  Russian 
Government  simply  forced  Servia  and  Greece  to 
give  up  the  victim  for  whom  for  years  it  had 
been  lying  in  wait.  As  long  as  M.  Vinogradoff 
remained  in  France,  he  was  safe  ;  the  French 
authorities  could  not  be  bullied  into  such  a 
breach  of  law  and  hospitality.  But  in  the 
Balkan  countries,  the  champions  of  Christianity 
and  good  government  against  infidel  misrule, 
Russia  is  able  to  make  her  vicious  influence  pre- 
vail. If  this  is  to  be  the  result  of  the  Balkan 
settlement,  then  the  civilised  Powers  should 
think  twice  before  they  allow  it  to  be  confirmed. 
For  the  sake  of  their  own  material  interests,  and 
still  more  for  the  sake  of  tibeir  good  name,  Servia 
and  Greece  should  see  that  this  gross  outrage  is 
set  right,  and  should  demand  from  Russia  the 
return  of  the  unfortunate  man  whom  lies  and 
threats  have  sent  to  a  living  death.  Until 
recently  both  Uskub  and  Salonika  were  Turkish 
towns.  Under  Ottoman  rule  M.  Vinogradoff 
would  never  have  been  surrendered ;  at  the 
hands  of  two  Christian  Governments  he  has 
been  basely  betrayed.  What  a  commentary  is 
here  on  the  aims  and  results  of  the  Balkan 
War! 


LAST  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION- 


Professor  Miliukoff  Describes  the  Pro- 
gress of  the  New  Reaction. 


On  May  9th  the  Duma  resumed  the  general  debate 
on  the  Budget. 

Professor  Miliukoff  (Cadet)  said  that  the  pro- 
nouncement made  by  the  President  of  the  Council 
of  Ministers  could  hardly  be  regarded  as  a  "political " 
declaration.  M.  Goremykin  had  spoken  of  "  benevo- 
lent sentiments,''  and  invited  deputies  to  call  upon 
him,  but  he  had  preserved  an  obstinate  silence  with 
regard  to  the  Government's  programme,  and  had 
not  even  contradicted  rumours  which  he  himself 
characterised  as  alarming. 

Comparing  the  latest  pronouncement  with  pre- 
vious Ministerial  declarations,  Professor  Miliukoff 
recalled  that  in  the  person  of  the  very  same  Premier 
the  bureaucracy  had  for  the  first  time  confronted 
the  new-born  national  representative  body  on  the 
historic  day  of  May  26th,  1906.  Even  then  his 
statement  had  deeply  disappointed  the  deputies  and 
called  forth  a  storm  of  indignation.  Nevertheless, 
there  was  an  enormous  difference  between  the  two 
pronouncements.  On  the  former  occasion  the 
Government  displayed  an  attitu  de  of  irresolute  self- 
defence,  whereas  now  it  was  confidently  and  trium- 
phantly taking  the  offensive.  In  1906  the  Govern- 
ment had  felt  compelled  to  offer  explanations  and  to 
sketch  out  a  plan  of  reform,  which,  pitifully  inade- 
quate as  it  was,  nevertheless  exceeded  anything  that 
had  since  been  offered,  let  alone  realised. 

The  Stages  of  Betrogression. 

M.  Stolypin's  declaration  to  the  second  Duma  was 
already  a  retrograde  step,  while  his  declaration 
tc  the  third  Durr?.  amounted  to  a  capitulation  or 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  the  United  Nobility. 
M.  Kokovtsoff's  declaration  to  the  fourth  Duma 
was  a  helpless  attempt  to  manoeuvre  between  the 
demands  of  the  Right  and  the  progressive  tendencies 
of  the  industrial  community,  which  the  late  Premier 
did  not  care  to  ignore.  Bui  that  had  been  the  last 
concession.  The  present  Premier  came  to  proclaim 
his  benevolence  on  condition  that  the  Duma  remained 
"  within  the  limits  of  its  duties  as  defined  by  law," 
without  making  the  slightest  reference  to  any  of  its 
rights  defined  by  law. 

When  he  assumed  office,  the  Premier  promised,  in 
an  inspired  newspaper  article,  to  preserve  the  status 
quo  if  he  secured  a  complaisant  majority  ;  but  it  was 
not  explained  whether  by  the  status  quo  was  meant 
the  preservation  of  the  fundamental  ambiguity  of 
Russia's  alleged  Constitutionalism,  or  its  interpretation 
in  the  sense  of  "  unlimited  Autocracy.''  The  Funda- 
mental Law  of  May  6th,  1906,  was  in  itself  a  compro- 
mise whose  preservation  formed  the  basis  of  an 
agreement  between  MM.  Stolypin  and  Gutchkoff. 
But  this  agreement  had  been  practically  broken  long 
ago,  and  now  they  were  witnessing  the  formal  viola- 
tion of  the  status  quo  by  men  who  frankly  aspired  to 
the  complete  restoration  of  the  old  regime. 

The  Last  Remnant  of  Constitutionalism. 

The  first  semi-official  utterance  of  the  new  Premier 
had  a  Constitutional  ring,  for  the  Ministerial  declara- 
tion in  the  Rossia  referred  to  the  three  factors  of  the 
legislative  power.  Although  this  was  nothing  more 
than  a  paraphrase  of  the  Fundamental  Laws,  it  might 
have  had  a  tranquillising  effect,  implying  as  it  did 
a  condemnation  of  coups  d'etat  of  every  kind.  The 
Rossia,  however,  was  suppressed  for  advancing  so 
bold  a  theory,  and  its  disappearance  was  said  to 
remove  the  last  remnant  of  Constitutionalism.  It  no 
longer  suited  the  Government  to  reason  with  the 
public,  but  to  issue  orders. 

Not  only  was  the  Press  organ  of  the  "  united 
Cabinet "  abolished,  but  the  Council  of  Ministers,  with 
its  President,  was  itself  being  explained  away.  The 
Minister  of  Justice  had  taken  advantage  of  the 
obscure  and  obsolete  distinction  between  the 
"  supreme "  and  "  subordinate "  sections  of  the 
Administration,  which  had  lost  all  meaning  with 
the  introduction  of  the  representative  system,  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  not  only  the  President  of  the 
Council  of  Ministers,  but  the  whole  Cabinet  itself, 
from  responsibility  to  the  law.  That  was  another 
attempt  to  remove  the  last  traces  of  Constitution- 
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alism.  At  present  such  attempts  were  particularly 
numerous.  Matters  that  were  essentially  subjects 
for  legislation  were  being  turned  into  subjects  for 
Ukases.  The  Government  was  further  "  burcau- 
cratising"  the  representative  institutions  by  exercis- 
ing pressure  upon  their  members  by  means  of 
promotions  and  decorations  on  the  one  hand  and 
criminal  prosecutions  on  the  other.  The  list  of 
official  appointments  contained  the  names  of  the 
Mar koff sand  the  Purishkevitcb.es,  regular  conspirators 
against  the  existing  order,  who  would  never  be  prose- 
cuted under  Article  129  of  the  Penal  Code.  Few  as 
they  were  in  the  Duma,  they  were  proportionally  still 
less  numerous  in  thecountry  ;  butMinisters  still  placed 
their  hopes  in  them.  The  alliance  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  parties  of  ^  coup  d'etat  was  manifested 
openly  and  cynically.  The  Minister  of  the  Interior 
had  declared  to  a  Black  Hundred  deputation  of 
the  Archangel  Michael  Union  :  "  I  accept  your 
badge  with  joy,  as  I  have  always  been  and  always 
shall  be  a  member  of  your  Union."  A  singular 
political  position  was  reached  when  a  Minister  of 
State  could  confess  frankly  and  publicly  that  he  was 
a  member  of  the  party  of  a  political  revolution. 

Preparing  for  a   Coup  d'Etat. 

The  villages,  continued  Professor  Miliukoff,  were 
closed  by  the  Administration  against  all  progressive 
work  ;  but  their  gates  were  kept  wide  open  for  the 
"  Unionists."  He  had  before  him  a  circular  issued 
by  the  Governor  of  Kiev,  instructing  the  Cantonal 
Boards  as  to  the  distribution  of  papers  like  the 
Zemschina  and  the  Svyet,  and  informing  them  that 
any  excuse  to  the  effect  that  people  were  unwilling 
to  take  in  those  papers  gratis  would  be  regarded  as 
disobedience  to  orders.  Relying  on  a  force  of 
hooligans,  cutthroats,  thieves,  robbers,  and  incen- 
diaries, the  "  Unionist "  leaders,  when  received  in 
audience,  promised  "  an  unparalleled  and  terrible 
commotion  among  the  people,''  which  would  over- 
whelm Russia  with  a  sanguinary  conflagration,  when 
"  blood  would  flow  in  rivers,  and  the  light  of  the 
sun  would  be  paled  by  the  flare  of  fire,"  if 
any  attempt  were  made  to  limit  the  power  of  the 
Monarch — or,  in  other  words,  to  preserve  the  status 
quo. 

"There,"  he  said,  "are  the  initiators  of  disorders. 
It  is  they  who  promise  you  the  flare  of  conflagrations. 
I  ask  you  what  else  is  this  but  an  open  and  unblushing 
preparation  of  a  coup  d'etat?" 

M.  Miliukoff  concluded  by  suggesting  that  the 
Duma  should  decline  to  discuss  the  Estimates  of  the 
various  Departments. 

Commercial  Depression. 

M.  Titoff  (Progressist)  enlarged  upon  Russia's 
unfavourable  position  in  the  international  market. 
Her  trade  balance  was  falling.  The  Government 
ought  to  encourage  agriculture,  as  well  as  industries. 
This  could  only  be  done  by  preserving  peace  abroad 
and  creating  an  atmosphere  of  pacification  at  home  ; 
but  the  Government  was  doing  the  exact  reverse. 

Dr.  Bomasz  (Cadet),  speaking  of  the  oppression  of 
the  Jews,  said  that  the  keenest  eye  could  not  perceive 
the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  Government  and 
the  "  Unionist "  organisations.  While  the  Liberal 
Press  was  stifled  by  a  shower  of  fines  and  prosecu- 
tions, the  Right  papers,  with  the  Government's 
permission,  vilified  the  Jewish  race  and  religion. 
Apart  from  indefensible  and  cruel  expulsions,  the 
"  Unionists"  had  forged  another  weapon  against  the 
Jews  in  the  shape  of  a  "  Beilisiad."  By  sowing  the 
seeds  of  religious  hatred  for  three  years  they  had 
succeeded  in  creating  a  favourable  atmosphere  for 
pogroms.  In  the  Fastov  case  the  Government  had 
once  more  surrendered  to  the  Unionists,  from  the 
Minister  of  Justice  to  the  police  officers,  and  any  one 
who  did  not  act  according  to  the  orders  of  the 
"  (  nionists"  would  be  made  to  suffer. 

The   Modern  Nero. 

After  describing  the  misery  and  destitution  caused 
by  the  oppression  of  the  Jews,  M.  Bomasz  con- 
cluded : — 

"  In  olden  times  Nero  used  to  throw  Christian 
prisoners  into  the  arena  in  order  to  stop  the  mouths 
of  the  starving  people.  Now  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment throws  us,  the  Jews,  to  be  devoured,  as  a  means 
of  withholding  the  liberties  for  which  you  are  striv- 
ing. (Cheers  from  the  Left.)  We  have  become 
used  to  oppression  and  persecution.  There  remains 
the  consolation  that  we  are  not  being  crushed  by  any 
moral  force,  but  by  the  knout,  the  fist,  and  the 
bayonet.  That  fist  will  never  break  us  down.  We 
shall  not  cease  to  claim  our  rights  and  to  appeal  to 
the  justice  of  the  Russian  people." 

M.  Rjevsky  ''Progressist),  the  Reporter  of  the 
I; udget  Committee,  expressed  regret  that  the  Minister 
of  Finance  had  omitted  to  indicate  how  he  intended 
to  cover  the  deficit,  seeing  that  at  a  recent  secret 
meeting  it  was  stated  that  the  expenditure  would  be 
increased  by  1 10  million  roubles. 

By  [66  votes  to  72  the  Duma  adopted  the  motion 
to  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  the  various  Estimates. 
The  minority  vote  would,  of  course,  have  been  larger 
but  for  the  suspension  of  the  Labour  members  and 
the  Social  Democrats. 


IN    A    RUSSIAN  INFERNO. 

Experiences   of  a   Political  Prisoner. 

I  served  my  term  of  imprisonment  in  the  prison  of 
Boutyrki,  in  Moscow.  For  three  years  I  was  a 
political  privenu,  and  then,  one  evening  in  1909,  my 
gaoler  opened  the  dooi  of  my  cell,  handed  me  the 
convict's  garb,  and  told  me  that  on  the  morrow  I 
would  be  put  in  irons.  This  meant  my  definite  entry 
into  the  family  of  convicts,  and  I  was  pleased  at  the 
change,  for  after  so  long  a  period  of  "preventive" 
detention  I  longed  to  associate  with  my  captive 
comrades. 

My  joy,  however,  was  short-lived,  for  I  was  soon 
to  learn  the  horrors  of  a  convict's  life  and  to  realise 
the  truth  of  the  words  spoken  by  M.  Scheglovitoff, 
the  Minister  of  Justice  :  "  We  punish,  but  we  do  not 
correct."  To  punish,  to  cause  its  200,000  prisoners 
a  maximum  of  suffering,  is  the  one  aim  of  Russia's 
prison  system,  and  the  gaolers  are  willing  instru- 
ments of  vengeance.  They  addressed  us  always  with 
the  familiar  "  thou,"  and  invariably  some  such 
epithet  as  "dog"  or  "carrion."  We  were  forbidden 
to  move  about  in  our  room,  owing  to  the  noise  our 
irons  made,  and  the  severest  discipline  was  imposed 
upon  us.  Our  daily  promenade  in  the  prison-yard 
lasted  ten  minutes,  and  we  had  to  march  two  by  two, 
in  strictest  silence,  with  our  arms  held  in  a  vertical 
position,  and  looking  neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the 
left.  This  was  all  the  exercise  allowed  us  in  the 
twenty-four  hours. 

Punishment-Cells   Always  Pull. 

Protests  of  any  kind  were  useless,  the  only  result 
being  a  flogging,  or  confinement  in  dark  underground 
cells  or  dungeons,  on  a  diet  of  bread  and  water,  and 
all  my  comrades  who  were  daring  enough  to  com- 
plain of  the  ill-treatment  meted  out  to  us  now  lie  in 
the  Moscow  cemetery.  The  cells  were  always  full, 
for  we  were  sent  there  on  the  slightest  pretext  ;  a 
cigarette-end  discovered  on  the  floor  of  our  room  on 
one  occasion  was  enough  to  condemn  all  its  twenty- 
eight  occupants  to  this  dreaded  punishment. 

When,  somej  years  ago,  an  English  deputation 
visited  Moscow  and  were  shown  over  the  prison, 
they  were  told  that  the  political  prisoners  were  kept 
elsewhere,  that  they  did  not  wear  irons,  and  were 
allowed  little  comforts  in  the  way  of  clean  linen,  &c. 
Some  of  our  number  who  knew  a  little  English 
endeavoured  to  explain  that  we  were  politicals,  that 
we  were  herded  with  common -law  criminals  and 
treated  worse  than  they,  but  before  our  spokesmen 
could  make  themselves  understood  they  were  spirited 
away  and  savagely  punished. 

Floggings  were  of  daily  occurrence,  and  we  were 
flogged  singly,  in  couples,  or  in  batches,  all  the 
occupants  of  our  cell,  then  numbering  twenty-four, 
being  once  flogged  in  the  course  of  a  single  day. 
The  Assistant-Governor  of  the  prison  used  to  witness 
the  corporal  punishment,  urge  the  executioner  to  lay 
on  unmercifully — and  afterwards  compel  the  victims 
to  thank  him  !  Sometimes  the  poor  sufferer,  dazed 
by  the  agony  he  had  undergone,  would  not  under- 
stand the  command  "Sav  thank  you,  son  of  a  dog! " 
and  so  remained  silent.  Then,  cursing  violently,  the 
Assistant-Governor  would  order  the  torn  and  bleed- 
ing body  to  be  flung  back  upon  the  punishment- 
bench  and  flogged  afresh.  After  that  the  culprit 
was  clapped  in  a  cold  and  damp  cell  to  recover  as 
best  he  might. 

How  Prisoners  Die. 
I  could  till  many  pages  with  the  recital  of  the 
tragic  ends  of  many  of  my  prison  companions,  but 
one  or  two  episodes  must  suffice.  There  was,  for 
instance,  the  prisoner  Vaterloos,  who  declined  to 
give  the  customary  salutation  to  our  overseers.  For 
two  years  or  more  he  spent  one  half  of  the  time  in 
an  underground  cell,  the  other  half  in  the  hospital, 
and  finally  he  died  of  consumption.  Then  there 
was  Georges  Machviladze,  the  Socialist  worker. 
The  prison  killed  him.  In  the  depths  of  winter  he 
and  I  spent  three  weeks  together  in  a  dark  cell, 
obliged  to  sleep  on  the  s'one  floor.  In  spite  of  my 
robust  health  I  still  feel  the  effects,  and  my  com- 
panion, in  the  end,  was  unable  to  rise  without  assist- 
ance. This  was  the  manner  of  his  death  :  he  was 
being  conducted  to  the  prison-office,  and  in  the 
courtyard  unexpectedly  met  his  wife,  who  was 
undergoing  a  term  of  hard  labour.  He  saluted  her, 
and  for  that  dire  offence  he  was  sent  to  the  cell. 
Three  days  later  he  had  to  go  to  hospital,  and  within 
the  week  he  was  dead. 

One  of  our  number  was  cleaning  out  our  room 
when  he  broke  a  corner  of  the  frame  containing  the 
prison  regulations.  He  immediately  called  a  guard 
and  reported  himself  for  committing  the  "  mis- 
demeanour," but  that  did  not  prevent  the  whole 
company  from  being  condemned  to  the  cells.  After 
seven  days  of  bread  and  water  we  were  given  dinner 
and  bed-linen,  and  were  allowed  to  make  the  daily 
promenade.  We  then  Had  the  temerity  to  ask  for 
some  hot  water,  and  that  brought  us  another  week's 
confinement  in  the  cells,  followed  by  a  third  week 
because  we  had  been  "  noisy."    The  result  was  that 


half  our  number  went  to  hospital  and  several  died 
from  the  effects  of  the  cold  and  damp.  The  [fffffaH 
prisoners  were  always  herded  with  common-law 
criminals,  but  the  latter  were  the  favoured  ones, 
being  far  more  frequently  pardoned,  and  enjoying 
many  little  favours  withheld  from  the  politi<_ als.  F  Ot 
the  latter,  at  least,  the  Russian  prison  is  a  veritable 
nightmare. 

In  Siberia. 

On  January  21st,  1911,  a  revolt  broke  out  in  the 
prison,  and  seven  overseers  were  killed  by  the 
convicts.  For  some  time  after  that  the  tigtmt  un- 
less severe  and  we  began  to  forget  the  floggings  and 
the  dark  cells  ;  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  the 
screw  was  put  on  once  more,  and  in  191 2  new  and 
exceedingly  strict  regulations  were  enforced.  The 
storm  broke  out  again  in  1913,  and  another  over- 
seer was  killed.  For  this  crime  seven  convict;  were 
hanged.  Meanwhile  I  had  been  sent  to  Siberia, 
where  I  found  that  one  had  to  choose  between  dying 
of  hunger  or  escaping.  The  latter,  it  is  true,  means 
three  or  four  years  of  hard  labour  if  one  IS  caught, 
but  it  also  means  that  one  becomes  a  common 
criminal,  and,  as  such,  enjoys  certain  privileges 
denied  to  political  prisoners.  The  common  criminal 
eventually  receives  a  passport  and  has  the  right  of 
residing  where  he  likes  within  his  district.  Also  he 
is  free  to  work  and  earn  his  livelihood  undisturbed, 
while  the  political  exiles  remain  pariahs  and  outcasts 
to  the  end.  Thus  my  choice  was  easily  made,  and  I 
managed  to  make  good  my  escape  j  but  when  I  think 
of  those  I  left  behind  in  a  living  death,  I  recall  the 
words  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  in  the  Duma, 
apropos  of  the  accursed  system  of  "  political  '  punish- 
ment— "  Thus  it  was,  and  thus  it  will  be  " ;  and  I  ask 
myself :  "  For  how  much  longer  ?" 

Jadokk. 


CHURCH  ADMINISTRATION 


Corrupting  Influences  Paramount  in  the 
Holy  Synod. 

On  the  nth  inst.  the  Duma  proceeded  to  discuss 
the  Estimates  of  the  Holy  Synod.  The  debate  was 
opened  by  M.  Kovalevsky  (Octobrist),  wno  com- 
plained that  the  Universal  Primary  Education  Bill 
had  not  yet  been  introduced  into  the  Duma,  owing 
to  the  objections  urged  upon  the  Ministry  of  Edu- 
cation by  the  Holy  Synod. 

M.  Godnieff  (Left  Octobrist  )  pointed  out  that  as  far 
•back  as  1905  the  Synod  had  itself  recognised,  in  a 
report  to  the  Tsar,  that  its  present  constitution  was 
unlawful  from  the  canonical  point  of  view.  More- 
over, its  constitution  was  not  in  accord  with  the  civil 
law  of  1819,  since  the  representatives  of  the  parochial 
clergy  had  been  dispensed  with  altogether. 

Father  Filonenko  (Centre)  commented  on  the 
enormous  influence  in  the  Church  wielded  by  un- 
worthy adventurers.  (Cries  of  "  Rasputin."  i  It  was 
in  the  salons  of  titled  ladies  that  clerical  candidatures 
were  decided.  It  was  time  to  raise  the  authority 
and  importance  of  the  Orthodox  clergy,  and  to 
restore  to  the  Church  its  true  spirit. 

Professor  Miliukoff  1  Cadet),  after  referring  to  the 
Mount  Athos  outrage,  pointed  out  that  the  temperance 
champion,  Ivan  Tchurikoff,  who  was  a  professing 
member  of  the  Orthodox  faith,  had  been  declared  a 
dangerous  sectarian,  merely  because  he  was  illu- 
minating his  whole  life  by  real  religion.  The  Synod 
was  subsidising  the  Vladimir  Brotherhood  of  the 
Kiev  diocese,  which,  ostensibly  founded  for  religious 
purposes,  was  carrying  on  a  Black  Hundred  agitation. 

Recently  a  new  method  of  securing  high  clerical 
promotion  had  come  into  vogue,  which  saved  one  the 
trouble  of  passing  through  a  clerical  academy. 
Bishop  Alexis,  who  had  narrowly  escaped  being 
prosecuted  for  heresy  and  sent  to  Tobolsk,  had  only 
to  get  into  contact  with  Rasputin  to  be  promoted  to 
the  high  post  of  Exarch  of  Georgia.  A  still  more 
striking  case  was  that  of  Bishop  Barnabas,  a  former 
gardener,  who  had  never  got  beyond  the  first  stan- 
dard of  a  gymnasium.  The  Church  had  become  the 
captive  of  the  hierarchy,  the  prelates  had  become 
the  captives  of  the  State,  and  the  State  had  become 
the  captive  of  an  unscrupulous  adventurer. 

Prince  Mansyreff  (Cadet)  said  that,  instead  of 
being  the  guardian  of  man's  holiest  of  holies,  the 
Church  had  become  an  instrument  of  war  against 
everything  that  was  displeasing  to  the  Government. 

"  Alter  the  failure  of  the  Monk  Iliodor  adventure." 
he  said,  "another  agent  was  tried.  His  name,  which 
lias  been  mentioned  here  more  than  once,  and  which 
is  associated  with  the  most  wicked  vices  and  crimes 
and  with  the  corruption  of  society,  is  known  to 
every  one.  He  is  being  used  to  obtain  influence 
in  the  highest  spheres.  When  he  arrives  in  St. 
Petersburg,  he  is  met  at  the  station  by  representatives 
of  the  clergy.  In  order  to  satisfy  his  basest  instincts, 
this  man  settles  in  the  very  capital,  whence  his 
corrupt  and  malignant  influence  spreads  all  oxer  the 
country." 

The  Synod  Estimates  were  passed  by  158  votes 
to  71. 
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NOTES. 

The  Real  Revolutionaries. 

The  general  debate  on  the  Budget  provided 
Prof.  Miliukoff  with  the  opportunity  of  review 
ing  the  whole    tendency  of  the  Government's 
present  policy.    And  he  made  full  use  of  the 
opportunity,  for  seldom  has  the  process  of  dis- 
section been  carried  out  more  thoroughly  or  more 
revealingly.     Taking  M.  Goremykin's  fatuous 
"  declaration  "  as  his  cue,  he  traced  the  path  of 
retrogression  pursued  by  the  Government  since 
the  day  when  this  same  M.  Goremykin,  in  his 
earlier  Premiership,  addressed  the  first  Duma. 
His   words    evoked  disappointment,  and  even 
indignation,  then ;  but  the  Government's  atti- 
tude in  1906  was  enlightened  compared  to  the 
position  it  occupies  to-day.    In  effect,  as  Prof. 
Miliukoff  declared  in  one  of  his  most  illuminat- 
ing passages,  the   last  remnant   of  Constitu- 
tionalism disappeared    when    the    Bossia,  the 
Government's  own  organ,  was  suppressed  for 
remarking  that  the  Duma  possessed   a  third 
of  the   legislative   power    in   the   State.  If 
this  amazing  action  leaves  any  doubt  as  to  the 
Cabinet's  attitude  towards  the  Constitution,  it  is 
dissipated  by  the  open  acceptance  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Black  Hundred  organisations  made 
by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior.    These  political 
bodies  frankly  advocate  a  coup  d'etat  which  shall 
remove  once  and  for  all  even  the  pretence  of 
a  Constitution  ;  and  that   is  the    company  to 
which  one  of  the  leading  Ministers  of  State  is 
proud  to  belong,  and  whose  interests  the  Govern- 
ment in  general  assiduously  serves.    Who,  then, 
are  the  revolutionaries  of  to-day  in  Russia  ?  The 
most  thoroughpaced  and  unrestrained  of  them 
are  the  members  of  the  Administration  itself, 
and    it  is   therefore    small    wonder   that  the 
Premier,  in   addressing  the  Duma,  could  not 
bring  himself  to  make  any  declaration  of  policy. 
His  policy  is  one  that  cannot  be  openly  avowed. 

The  Shame  of  the  Church. 

The  leading  feature  of  the  debate  on  the  Holy 
Synod  Estimates  was  a  powerful  denunciation  of 
the  part  played  in  the  administration  of  the 
Orthodox  Church  by  a  person  whose  reputation 
is  perhaps  the  most  unsavoury  in  the  whole  of 
Russia,  and  whose  influence  is  of  a  particularly 
vicious    character.      The    career   of  Gregory 
Rasputin  is  as  amazing  as  any  romance  that  ever 
suggested  itself  to  the  most  morbid  purveyor  of 
sensational  literature.    His   unwholesome  cha- 
racter has  been  described  and  denounced  time 
after  time  in  the  Duma  and  the  Pi*ess ;  but  his 
power  is  as  great  as  ever,  and,  what  is  particularly 
incredible,  it  is  in  Church  circles  that  it  is  espe- 
cially felt.    It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  he 
practically  runs  the  Holy  Synod.     To  anyone 
who  wins  his  favour  no  ecclesiastical  advance- 
ment   is    impossible ;     if    Gregory  Rasputin 
wills  it,  the  most  ignorant  and  unreverend  son  of 
the  people  may  be  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a 
Bishop  or  an  Exarch.    It  is  with  great  x'eluctance 
that  we  criticise    the   Established  Church  in 
Russia ;  but  the  scandal  is  too  notorious  to  be 
ignored,  and  for  the  sake  of  those  who  have  the 


never 
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good  name  of  Orthodoxy  at  heart  it  is  right  that 
the  diseased  condition  of  the  Church  administra- 
tion should  be  exposed  and  treated  to  a  drastic 
remedy.  The  Holy  Synod  is  continually  bemoan- 
ing the  growing  movement  of  defection  from  the 
Orthodox  faith  ;  but  that  movement  will 
be  arrested  as  long  as  ecclesiastical 
wielded  by  a  man  like  Gregory  Rasputin. 

Ruinous  Anti-Semitism. 

When  M.    Bark,    the   Minister  of  Finance, 
informed  the  bankers  of  St.  Petersburg  that  the 
question   of    imposing  restrictions    on  Jewish 
shareholders  had  been  decided  by  the  Cabinet 
"  in  favour  of  the  Jews,"  he  was  simply  toying 
with  the  truth.     As  his  audience  soon  after- 
wards discovered,  all  that  had  been  decided  was 
that  the  more  drastic  proposals  of  the  extremist 
members  of  the  Cabinet  should  be  dropped.  But 
that  serious  restrictions  are  intended  is  now 
openly  admitted,  and  the  last  dying  breath  of  the 
Bossia  has  been  utilised  to  defend  the  reform  on 
the  ground  that  it  has  been  in  contemplation  for 
four  years.  The  gathering  before  which  M.  Bark 
veiled  the  truth  so  carefully  had  been  sum- 
moned  in   order   that   a   remedy    might  be 
prescribed  for  the  acute  depression  prevailing  on 
the  Russian  Stock  Exchange.    The  Minister  of 
Finance  was  informed  that  the  prime  cause  of 
the  malady  was  the  general  feeling  of  insecurity 
arising  from  the  anticipation  of   new  Jewish 
restrictions  ;   and,  now  that  his  decej)tion  has 
been  exposed,    the  very  well-grounded  appre- 
hensions of  the  public  will  continue  to  exercise 
their   disconcerting   influence.      Gradually  all 
sections  of  the  Russian  people  are  awaking  to 
the  knowledge  that   Jewish  restrictions  are  a 
curse  to  the  whole  nation,  and  in  particular  to 
the  business  community.     Countless  represen- 
tations to  this  effect  have  been  made  to  the 
Government,  but  the  mania  of  Nationalism  has 
the  Cabinet  in  its  grip,  and  nothing  is  able  to 
impede  the  progress  towards  national  ruin. 


Driven  from  the  Land. 

The  Russian  peasant  has  now  had  seven  years' 
experience  of  the  much-lauded  reform  by  which 
individual  ownership  of  land  has  been  substituted 
for  the  old  communal  system,  and  the  results 
cannot  be  said  to  be  very  encouraging.  The 
more  well-to-do  and  capable  peasants  have  no 
doubt  found  the  new  system  profitable  ;  but  to 
the  poorer  and  less  efficient  it  has  spelt  ruin. 
The  official  statistics  published  for  the  years 
1907-1911,  untrustworthy  as  they  are,  show  quite 
clearly  that  as  the  result  of  the  reform  a  very 
large  number  of  peasants  have  been  driven  from 
the  land,  and  that  the  tendency  has  been  for 
allotments  to  become  concentrated  in  compara- 
tively few  hands.    It  is  true  that  since  1910  a 
law  forbidding  the  purchase  of  allotments  has 
been  in  force ;    but  considerable    damage  had 
already  been  done  before  this  law  was  issued, 
and,  as  is  pointed  out  in  an  article  on  the  subject 
we  print  this  week,  nowadays  the  law  is  com- 
monly circumvented  by  means  of  fictitious  trans- 
fers.   The  result  of  this  process  of  "  squeezing 
out "  the  poorer  peasant  is  seen  in  the  hordes  of 
homeless  vagrants  that  are  now  roaming  the 
country.     The  danger  to  the  State  caused  by 
these  bands  of  disaffected  and  often  desperate 
wretches,  the  victims  of   economic  conditions 
with  which  the  State  has  rendered  them  quite 
unfitted  to  cope,  is  extremely  serious,  and  will 
become  painfully  apparent  when  the  struggle 
between  the  bureaucracy  and  the  people  enters 
upon  an  acute  stage.    It  will  then  be  found  that 
the  agrarian  reform,  which  was  to  have  con- 
verted the  peasants  into  a  bulwark  of  the  Govern- 
ment, is  a  weapon  capable  of    being  turned 
against  its  own  creators. 

A  Labour  Journal's  Achievement. 

The  working  men  of  St.  Petersburg  have  been 
proudly  celebrating  the  second  anniversary  of 
the  foundation  of  the  Novaya  Baiotchaya  Gazeta, 


the  leading  Social-Democratic  journal  in  Russia 
It  may  appear  strange  that  a  newspaper  should 
specially  commemorate  the  completion  of  so 
brief  a  period ;  but  in  Russia  two  years  is  a 
long  time  for  a  Social-Democratic  paper  to  hold 
its  own,  without  being  crushed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. In  the  case  of  the  journals  that  cater  for 
the  middle  and  upper  classes,  the  formalities  of 
the  law  are  to  some  extent  respected  by  the 
authorities  ;  but  where  the  Labour  Press  is  con- 
cerned arbitrariness  and  illegality  reign  uncon- 
trolled. Almost  eveiy  day  these  organs  are  con- 
fiscated and  their  editors  fined  or  imprisoned. 
Everybody  connected  with  their  publication  and 
circulation  is  held  responsible  for  their  contents, 
including  even  the  office-porters  and  the  boys 
who  deliver  the  papers.  Most  of  the  Labour 
journals  succumb  after  a  very  brief  period  of 
this  savage  treatment.  The  Novaya  Baiotchaya 
Gazeta,  however,  has  managed  so  far  to  weather 
the  storm.  The  conditions  with  which  it  has 
had  to  contend  during  its  two  years'  existence 
will  be  appreciated  when  it  is  stated  that  out  of 
730  issues  printed  only  136  could  actually  be 
published ;  the  other  594  were  seized  and 
destroyed.  During  this  period  the  paper  had 
to  pay  in  fines  a  total  sum  of  8,500  roubles  (close 
upon  £900),  and  on  twenty-seven  occasions  its 
editors  were  prosecuted  and  severely  sentenced. 
It  should  further  be  stated  that  among  the 
heinous  crimes  for  which  these  penalties  were 
inflicted  were  reports  of  strikes  and  lock-outs, 
which  are  freely  permitted  in  journals  uncon- 
nected with  the  Labour  organisation.  All  things 
considered,  therefore,  the  Novaya  Baiotchaya 
Gazeta  is  to  be  congratulated  on  a  remarkable 
achievement. 


DEPUTIES   AND   THE  LAW. 


Bill  to 


Secure  Immunity 
Speeches. 


for  Duma 


The  Duma  having  expressed  itself  in  favour  of  the 
Progressist  motion  for  the  introduction  of  a  Bill 
clearly  establishing  the  principle  of  immunity  for 
speeches  delivered  in  the  Duma,  the  sub-committee 
appointed  to  draft  such  a  measure  held  its  first 
meeting  last  week. 

M.  Lutz  (Octobrist)  opposed  the  proposals  of  the 
more  Conservative  Octobrists — M.  Shubinsky,  Count 
Bennigsen,  and  M.  Skoropadsky — who  favoured 
immunity  in  a  modified  degree,  since  the  injury  that 
might  be  caused  to  individuals  by  unfounded  charges 
was  insignificant  as  compared  to  the  principle  of 
liberty  of  speech  for  Duma  members,  which  formed 
the  basis  of  the  representative  system. 

The  sub-committee  adopted  a  motion,  introduced 
by  M.  Basil  Maklakoff  (Cadet),  that  Article  14  of  the 
Duma  Constitution  should  be  so  worded  as  to  provide 
that  a  deputy  may  not  be  prosecuted  for  any  abuse 
of  speech,  except  by  the  authority  of  the  President 
or  of  a  general  meeting  of  the  Duma. 

It  is  stated  in  Duma  circles  that  the  Government's 
decision  to  prosecute  Deputy  Tchkheidze  was  due  to 
the  representations  of  M.  Zamyslovsky,  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Extreme  Right.  It  was  he  who 
brought  the  matter  before  the  notice  of  M.  Scheglo- 
vitoff,  the  Minister  of  Justice,  who  in  turn  urged  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  to  institute  proceedings 
against  the  Socialist  deputy. 

A  number  of  strikes  have  taken  place  throughout 
Russia  by  way  of  protest  against  the  prosecution  of 
M.  Tchkheidze. 


THE   POLICEMAN'S  MISTAKE. 


A  Russian  lecturer  who  has  just  returned  from  a 
provincial  tour  relates  an  amusing  story  concerning 
the  activity  displayed  by  the  police  officials  who  are 
told  off  to  attend  meetings  and  lectures. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  a  provincial  town  by  the 
partisans  of  the  Extreme  Right,  one  of  the  speakers 
made  use  of  the  word  "  anachronism."  At  once  the 
police  commissary  who  was  watching  the  proceedings 
jumped  up,  and  in  tones  of  righteous  indignation 
declared  the  meeting  closed.  Subsequent  inquiry 
revealed  the  fact  that  the  official,  whose  zeal  exceeded 
his  education,  imagined  that  what  was  being  dis- 
cussed was  "  anarchism,''  which  is  a  word  not  to  be 
tolerated  in  patriotic  Russian  society. 

On  complaint  being  made  by  the  local  Monarchists 
the  commissary  was  reprimanded  by  his  superior 
officers,  and  now  he  preserves  a  benign  silence  when- 
ever he  is  sent  to  attend  Reactionary  meetings. 


so 


DAHKEST  RUSSIA. 


LANDLESS  PEASANTS. 

Menacing  Results  of  the  Break-up  of  the 
Commune. 

When  the  Ukase  of  November  22nd,  1906,  sanc- 
tioning the  withdrawal  of  peasants  from  the  rural 
communes  was  issued,  persistent  warnings  were 
uttered  in  the  Press  that  this  step  would  lead  to  the 
impoverishment  and  ruin  of  a  portion  of  the  pea- 
santry. The  Government  itself,  while  anticipating 
increased  cultivation  from  the  introduction  of  the 
system  of  private  property,  was  not  blind  at  the  time 
to  the  unfavourable  consequences  that  might  ensue. 
In  the  explanatory  memorandum  to  the  Land  Settle- 
ment Bill,  introduced  into  the  second  Duma  a  few 
months  after  the  issue  of  the  Ukase,  the  Govern- 
ment stated  that  private  property  in  land  resulted  on 
the  one  hand  in  the  concentration  of  large  estates  in 
the  hands  of  individuals,  and  on  the  other  in  the 
splitting  up  of  the  land  and  in  the  removal  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  peasantry  from  its  occupation.  The  Bill 
therefore  contained  various  provisions  designed  to 
avert  such  undesirable  consequences. 

Government  Statistics. 

In  spite  of  that  admission,  during  the  Press  discus- 
sion evoked  by  the  Ukase  of  November  22nd  the 
official  publicists  obstinately  denied  the  probability 
of  any  concentration  of  the  peasant  plots  detached 
from  the  communes  or  of  any  loss  of  land  by  the 
peasantry.  All  the  arguments  of  the  independent 
Press,  based  on  observation  of  the  facts,  were 
declared  to  be  an  invention  on  the  part  of  the  enemies 
of  the  Government. 

Some  months  ago,  however,  the  Government  itself 
published  some  statistics  bearing  on  the  sale  of 
peasant  allotments  in  four  governments  during  the 
live  years  1907-1 1.  These  figures  show  that  within 
that  area  and  period  108,095  peasants  turned  their 
holdings  into  private  property,  while  27,588  of  them — 
i.e.,  more  than  one-fourth  of-  the  new  owners — there- 
upon sold  their  property  altogether  or  in  part.  The 
number  of  farmers  who  parted  with  the  whole  of 
their  land  was  14,182,  or  13  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number  of  owners.  And  that  in  the  brief  period  of 
five  years  ! 

Unreliable  Figures. 

The  Government  publication  carefully  endeavours 
to  minimise  the  significance  of  these  facts,  trying  to 
make  out  that  only  5,614  owners,  or  5  per  cent., 
became  "  really  landless  "  ;  the  methods,  however, 
by  which  this  comforting  conclusion  has  been 
arrived  at  merely  show  how  little  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  official  statistics.  The  author  of  the  official 
report  only  recognises  as  "really  landless"  those 
who  sold  their  land  owing  to  bad  crops,  drunken- 
ness, improvidence,  or  distress,  and  not  those  who 
sold  because  of  illness,  old  age,  loneliness,  the  lack 
of  able-bodied  offspring,  or  from  "  other  reasons." 
The  exclusion  of  these  latter  categories  can  only  be 
explained  on  the  supposition  that  with  the  author  the 
wish  was  father  to  the  thought.  In  excluding  these 
families  he  was  probably  guided  by  the  considera- 
tion that  they  would  have  proved  unable  to  carry  on 
independent  farming  under  any  form  of  land  owner- 
ship. But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  under  communal 
land  ownership  all  such  families  only  lose  their  land 
temporarily,  retaining  the  right  to  receive  fresh  allot- 
ments as  soon  as  their  children  grow  up.  Under 
the  present  system,  however,  they  are  irretrievably 
ousted  from  agriculture. 

The  author  does  not  even  recognise  as  landless 
those  who  "  have  taken  to  other  pursuits "  !  Such 
are  the  curiosities  of  official  statistics.  He  can  plead 
a  little  more  justification  when  he  excludes  those 
5,706  farmers  who  emigrated  to  Siberia  or  pur- 
chased land  from  the  Peasants'  Bank,  from  the 
Treasury,  or  from  private  owners.  In  their  case  he 
might  assume  that  they  exchanged  one  property  for 
another  ;  but  even  then  he  is  only  partly  justified, 
since  it  is  evident  from  the  Government  reports  that 
by  no  means  all  the  Siberian  immigrants  settled 
again  on  land  as  independent  farmers.  In  1910  the 
Government  itself  computed  that  there  were  700,000 
such  unsettled  immigrants  in  Western  Siberia  alone, 
many  of  them  in  a  condition  of  great  distress. 

Selling  Out  Allotments. 

Considerable  as  it  is  in  general,  the  process  of  sell- 
ing out  allotment  assumes  in  some  governments  a 
r'ja  ly  alarming  character.  In  the  government  of 
Stavropol,  out  of  27,276  farmers  who  registered  their 
allotments  as  private  property  as  many  as  14,2X2,  or 
more  than  5c  per  cent.,  sold  their  land  altogether 
or  in  part.  Of  the  latter  number  7,047  sold  the 
whole  of  their  land. 

As  to  the  question  of  the  allotments  becoming 
concentrated  in  fewer  hands,  there  is  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  this  occurs  in  certain  places.  Against 
27,588  sellers  there  were  only  20,472  purchasers. 
About  3,500  purchasers  acquired  their  land  by 
several  transactions ;  of  these  nine  accumulated 
from  500  to  1,000  dessiatins  of  land  each,  and  107 


from  100  to  500  dessiatins.  In  order  to  clear  room 
for  his  new  estate,  each  of  them  had  to  squeeze  out 
about  a  dozen  peasant  families,  who  were  driven 
from  their  native  villages. 

What  becomes  of  those  peasants  who  have  been 
the  victims  of  this  "  squeezing  out "  process  ? 

For  an  answer  to  this  question  we  look  in  vain 
through  the  Government  publications ;  but  it  is 
supplied  abundantly  by  the  observations  of  private 
persons.  The  allotments  are  bought  up  by  rich, 
hard-fisted  peasants  or  shopkeepers  who  have 
entangled  their  peasant  debtors  in  their  meshes. 
The  method  adopted  is  very  simple.  The  sharper 
plies  a  poor  peasant  with  vodka,  and  then  persuades 
him  to  sell  his  land  while  he  is  in  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion. The  peasant  of  yesterday  now  finds  himself 
without  any  land,  and  in  a  helpless  condition — a  fact 
which  only  dawns  upon  the  wretched  man  when  he 
becomes  sobered  at  last,  after  having  spent  the 
purchase  price  on  drink  and  other  indulgences. 
Then  begin  disputes,  complaints,  and  vain  appeals 
for  the  restoration  of  the  land  on  any  terms,  in  order 
that  the  peasant  and  his  family  may  not  have  to  die 
of  starvation.  As  he  only  meets  with  sneers  and 
abuse,  the  peasant,  especially  when  drunk,  indulges 
in  threats  of  revenge. 

A   Dangerous  Mood. 

Such  scenes,  which  are  of  daily  occurrence, 
embitter  feelings  in  the  village,  where  exasperation  is 
continually  growing.  There  are,  on  the  one  hand, 
several  dozen  landless  wretches,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  few  substantial  peasants  who  have  got  hold 
of  the  land.  When  such  a  mood  is  generated,  incen- 
diarism and  violent  acts  of  retaliation  are  commonly 
witnessed.  Episodes  of  this  nature  have  been  not 
infrequent  in  recent  years  in  the  South-Eastern 
steppes,  where,  during  the  hot  summer,  large  villages 
often  become  the  prey  of  destructive  fires.  Benevo- 
lent neighbours  therefore  are  continually  urging 
ruined  peasants  to  leave  the  village  betimes  "  before 
any  sin  is  committed."  The  landless  one  knows 
himself  that  no  good  will  come  of  his  remaining  in 
the  village.  He  therefore  disposes  of  his  hut  and 
his  last  belongings,  packs  his  rags  and  his  children 
into  a  cart,  and  takes  his  departure. 

When,  on  the  edge  of  the  dusty  road  of  the  sun- 
burnt steppe,  you  meet  such  a  cart,  with  a  peasant 
walking  in  front  and  a  woman  with  a  baby  at  her 
dried-up  breast  dragging  along  behind,  there  is  no 
need  to  inquire  who  they  are.  They  are  victims  of 
the  new  agrarian  laws.  The  people  have  nicknamed 
them  "  shatouns,"  or  vagrants,  and  it  is  with  such 
vagrants  that  the  South-Eastern  towns  and  villages 
of  Russia  are  now  being  fined. 

The  Law  Ignored. 

"  But  all  that  has  now  ceased,"  the  official  investi- 
gator assures  us.  "  Since  the  law  issued  in  1910, 
which  prohibits  the  purchase  of  allotments,  such  loss 
of  land  no  longer  takes  place." 

Such  is  the  assertion  of  the  investigator  who  has 
derived  his  information  from  the  Cantonal  Boards. 
Unfortunately,  we  know  from  more  independent 
sources  that  the  law  forbidding  the  purchase  of 
allotments  is  very  easily  circumvented,  and  that  such 
purchases  are  commonly  effected  in  the  name  of 
fictitious  buyers,  relatives,  and  so  forth. 

Informer  times  the  South-Eastern  steppes  used  to 
serve  as  a  resort  for  all  the  "free  gangs"  that  fled 
from  the  Kingdom  of  Moscow  to  escape  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  Tsars  and  the  boyars.  More  than  once 
those  migrants  shook  the  State  to  its  very  founda- 
tions by  their  insurrections.  Now  the  South-East  is 
being  flooded  with  destitute  wanderers  who  have 
been  driven  from  their  homes. 

What  do  they  bode  for  Russia  in  the  future  ? 

N.  Maximoff. 


JEWS   AND  SHARES. 

Impending    Restrictions    the    Cause  of 
General  Depression. 

Last  week  the  Minister  of  Finance,  M.  Bark,  sum- 
moned the  leading  bankers  of  St.  Petersburg  to 
another  conference,  at  which  he  consulted  them  as 
to  the  means  of  removing  the  depression  on  the 
Russian  Stock  Exchange. 

The  bankers  informed  M.  Bark  that  the  depression 
did  not  come  from  abroad,  but  was  due  to  the  sense 
of  insecurity  at  home,  where  people  had  become 
uneasy  about  the  value  of  their  holdings  owing  to 
the  rumours  of  contemplated  restrictions  on  Jewish 
shareholders. 

The  Minister  assured  them  that  those  apprehensions 
were  groundless,  since  the  Government  had  decided 
the  matter  in  favour  of  Jewish  shareholders. 

At  a  subsequent  private  meeting  of  bankers  great 
indignation  was  expressed  at  M.  Bark's  insincerity. 
It  had  become  known  that  the  Minister's  declaration 
was  utterly  misleading,  since  it  merely  meant  that  the 
Council  of  Ministers  had  not  adopted  the  more  drastic 
restrictions  proposed  by  certain  members  of  the 
Cabinet. 


THE      BLACK    HUNDRED " 
MINISTER. 

M.  Nicholas  Maklakoff  and  his  Accusers. 


In  the  discussion  on  the  Estimates  of  the  Ministry 
of  the  Interior,  which  were  presented  to  the  Duma 
last  week,  M.  Adjemofi  (Cadet)  said  that  when  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  himself,  who  ought  to  rule 
the  country  according  to  the  Fundamental  Laws, 
declared  that  he  would  always  remain  a  member 
of  the  Archangel  Michael  Union,  whose  avowed  aim 
was  the  overthrow  of  the  existing  order,  the  situa- 
tion was  grave  indeed.  When  that  Minister  argued 
that  Deputy  Tchkheidze  had  appealed  from  the 
Duma  tribune  for  the  overthrow  of  the  present  State 
system,  they  could  rejoin  that  in  the  very  Council  of 
Ministers  there  was  a  man  who  belonged  to  an 
organisation  which  was  making  exactly  the  same 
appeal. 

The  Minister's  Defence. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Nicholas  Makla- 
koff, replying  to  the  accusation  that  the  Government 
waged  war  upon  the  Zemstvos  and  the  municipalities, 
declared  that,  since  a  Senatorial  Ukase  had  laid  it 
down  that  Zemstvo,  communal,  and  municipal  service 
was  State  service,  no  persons  could  be  admitted  to 
such  posts  who  were  opposed  to  the  State  regime,  so 
that  no  candidate  who  admitted  "  unlegalised  poli- 
tical tendencies  could  have  his  election  confirmed. 

The  repression  of  the  Labour  Press,  continued  the 
Minister,  was  imperative,  because  the  Social  Demo- 
crats were  urging  their  adherents  to  secure  influence 
in  the  Insurance  Clubs  and  Co-operative  Societies. 

M.  Shidlovsky  (Octobrist)  said  that  M.  Maklakoffs 
speech  proved  that  he  was  at  variance  with  the 
public  opinion  of  the  country.  He  evidently  re- 
mained faithful  to  the  motto  :  "  So  it  has  been,  and 
so  it  always  will  be."  Under  the  guise  of  combating 
elements  that  were  opposed  to  the  State,  the  Govern- 
ment was  pouncing  upon  the  most  loyal  elements  in 
the  country.  That  did  not  mean  combating  revo- 
lution ;  what  it  really  did  was  to  create  a  favourable 
soil  for  the  work  of  those  elements  against  which  the 
Ministry  was  bound  to  fight. 

"Come  to   Your  Senses." 

It  was  no  longer  possible  to  place  any  reliance  on 
the  words  of  Ministers,  to  whom  they  could  only  cry 
out  in  terror  :  "  Come  to  your  senses,  and  take  care 
what  you  are  doing  ! ': 

M.  Roditcheff  (Cadet)  spoke  of  the  ''  new  states- 
man," the  Kiev  student  Golubeff,  who  was  the  local 
substitute  for  the  Government  authority,  and  who 
managed  to  make  himself  formidable  to  Governors 
and  to  the  Public  Prosecutors  of  the  High  Court. 

Concerning  the  general  policy  of  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  M.  Roditcheff  said  : — 

"  To  treat  the  Imperial  Manifestoes,  which  the 
whole  of  Russia  remembers,  as  Acts  whose  appli- 
cation is  out  of  the  question,  is  unworthy  of  a  man 
who  has  preserved  his  conscience  in  the  post  of 
Minister  of  the  Interior.  If  seven  years  ago  the 
Government  had  declared  that  no  faith  should  be 
placed  in  the  liberties  that  had  been  promulgated,  it 
would  have  been  an  act  of  State  treason.  But 
merely  because  this  proceeding  has  been  spread 
over  seven  years  in  instalments,  it  has  not  therefore 
become  an  act  of  statesmanlike  wisdom." 

Conditions  of  Slavery. 

Replying  to  M.  Maklakoffs  statement  that  the 
Ministries  were  working  at  full  speed,  M.  Roditcheff 

said  : — 

"  If  Russia  could  be  made  happy  by  miles  of  paper 
covered  with  writing,  she  would  be  happy  to-day. 
The  Minister's  words  remind  us  that  within  the 
Government  buildings  conditions  of  slavery  are 
being  manufactured  for  the  peoples  inhabiting  the 
Russian  Empire.  The  officials  are  preaching  slavery 
all  over  the  country,  trampling  upon  the  people's 
rights  and  cheating  their  hopes  and  beliefs. 

"  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  uttered  a  great  truth 
when  he  declared  that  he  looked  to  the  moral 
revival  of  Russia  on  the  unshakable  principles  of 
right.  Yes,  gentlemen,  only  on  the  principles  of 
right  can  we  effect  the  sanitation  of  the  Russian 
people,  and  of  the  Government  in  the  first  place,  for 
both  are  corrupted  by  arbitrariness.  It  is  as  simple 
as  A  B  C.  The  Government  ought  not  to  oppress  or 
persecute  any  one,  and  there  should  be  equality  for 
all  alike.  It  is  from  this  point  of  view  that  we  desire 
equal  rights  for  Jews  as  the  principal  test  of  a  firm 
decision  to  establish  a  rightful  order  in  Russia. 
(Shouts  of  dissent  from  the  Right.)  And  whoever 
fails  to  pass  that  test  is  no  good  guide  for  Russia.'' 

A  telegram  published  in  Monday's  Times  states 
that,  after  voting  a  reduction  in  the  Home  Office 
Estimates  as  a  protest  against  its  policy,  the  Duma  by 
186  votes  against  95  censured  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  for  his  persistent  disregard  of  representative 
and  local  government  institutions,  and  his  defiance 
of  the  Tsar's  Manifestoes,  which  was  described  as 
undermining  the  welfare  and  safety  of  the  State. 
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THE  SLUMP. 


On  the  appointment  of  M.  Bark  as  Acting 
Minister  of  Finance  attention  was  drawn  in  this 
journal  to  his  unpromising  reputation  as  author 
of  the  "  nationalisation  of  credit  "  scheme,  and 
the  fear  was  expressed  that  under  his  direction 
the    Tsar's   appeal    for   the   "  development  of 
Russia's  productive  forces  "  would  be  answered 
by  the  inauguration  of  a  policy  aiming  at  the 
"nationalisation  of  commerce."     M.  Bark  has 
now  been  confirmed  in  his  office,  and  with  that 
announcement  comes  the  news  that  the  Cabinet 
has  resolved  to  impose  severe  restrictions  on  the 
participation  of  Jews  in  joint-stock  companies. 
This  is  the  first  step  in  the  policy  we  fore- 
shadowed, and  it  has  had  for  its  immediate 
result  a  panic  on  the  Russian   Bourses.  The 
Government   is   endeavouring  to   explain  the 
disastrous  slump  in  Russian  shares  that  has  taken 
place  by  alleging  over-speculation.     No  doubt 
the  recent  international  boom  in  Russians,  which 
spread  even  to  the  London  Stock  Exchange,  did 
lead  to  over-speculation ;  but  that  is  not  the  main 
cause  of  the  slump.    Although  the  Government 
is  intent  on  glossing  over  the  situation,  the  lead- 
ing bankers  and  merchants  in  Russia  are  labour- 
ing under  no  misapprehension.    They  attribute 
the  catastrophe  directly  to  the  new  company 
restrictions,  and  they  have  repeatedly  told  the 
Government  so.    The  answer  of  the  authorities  is 
characteristic  of  Russian  statesmanship,  which, 
in  dealing  with  an  admitted  evil,  never  seeks  to 
remove  the  cause,  but  merely  to  palliate  the 
effects.    In  order  to  arrest  the  alarming  decline 
the  so-called  "  Red  Cross  "  Fund,  which  in  cases 
of   emergency  is  employed  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  up  falling  shares  and  thus  propping  up 
the  market,  has  been  increased  from  30,000,000 
to  100,000,000  roubles.    The  desirability  of  such 
an   artificial    method   of    restoring   prices  is 
extremely     doubtful,      from    the     point  of 
view  both  of  expediency  and  of  morality.  At 
the  best  it  can  only  afford   temporary  relief, 
the    effect  of    which  will    wear  off    as  soon 
as  the  fund  is  exhausted  and  it  is  realised  that 
the  conditions  which  have  caused  the  trouble  are 
abiding.      And    the   exhaustion    even  of  this 
augmented  fund  will  not  take  long  to  accomplish 
when  once  the  French  holders  of  Russian  shares 
begin  to  unload  in  earnest.    A  hundred  million 
roubles  represents  but  a  small  fraction  of  the 
value  of  the  shares  that  threaten  to  be  thrown 
upon  the  market  if  the  crazy  restrictions  that 
have  been  placed  upon  the  participation  of  Jews 
in  Russian  industrial  companies  are  not  with- 
drawn. 

We  have  already  enlarged  upon  the  self- 
evident  fact  that  the  operation  of  Jewish  disabili- 
ties in  the  field  of  Russian  commerce  and 
industry  is  ruinous,  not  only  to  the  Jews  them- 
selves, but  to  Russians  in  general.  Time  after 
time  this  truism  has  been  dinned  into  the  ears  of 
the  Government  by  the  most  distinguished 
representatives  of  the  Russian  business  world, 
but  without  the  slightest  effect.  Indeed,  con- 
sidering the  record  of  the  Minister  of  Finance, 
and  the  predominant  part  played  by  the 
Nationalist  members  of  the-  Government,  there 
is  grave  reason  to  fear  that  the  restrictions 
just  imposed  (illegally,  it  is  claimed,  since  the 
Legislature  was  not  consulted   on  the  matter) 


are  but  the  harbinger  of  a  systematic  and 
general  policy  of  commercial  anti-Semitism. 
No  one  can  say  to  what  extremity  of  suicidal 
folly  the  present  Cabinet  will  not  proceed,  and 
this  fact  in  itself  is  sufficient  to  spread  a  feeling 
of  insecurity  both  in  I  -ussia  and  abroad.  The 
influx  of  foreign  capitil,  upon  which  Russian 
industry  depends  to  a  vital  extent,  will  be 
stopped  altogether  if  *he  cry  of  alarm  is  not 
effectively  silenced.  The  elaborate  advertising 
campaign  which  for  a  year  or  more  has  been 
directed  from  St.  Petei'sburg,  and  of  which  w 
have  seen  several  striki ig  manifestations  in  this 
country,  has  already  been  stultified  in  a  very 
considerable  degree.  Li  the  financial  columns  of 
the  London  Press  we  now  read  warnings 
addressed  to  the  British  investor  against  hasty 
dealings  in  Russian  stoclc,  and  the  hollow 
character  of  the  recent  boom  is  being  carefully 
demonstrated.  From  one  point  of  view,  of 
course,  we  may  rejoice  that  a  stop  has  been 
placed  upon  the  importation  of  British  capital 
into  Russia,  for  which,  a»  we  urged  long  ago 
there  is  very  little  security.  But  such  satisfac 
tion  does  not  lessen  our  condemnation  of  the 
action  of  the  Russian  Government,  which  is  not 
only  thwarting  its  own  designs  but  is  bringing 
calamity  upon  the  whole  country. 

We  have  said  n°tbj/gas  to  the  cruel  wrong 
inflicted  upon  the  Russian  Jews  by  this  latest  act 
of  anti-Semitism.    But  it  is  useless  to  appeal  to 
the  Russian  Government  to  do  justice  to  the 
Jews,  or  even  to  treat  them  as  human  beings 
The  Cabinet  is  infected  through  and  through  with 
the  virus  of  Nationalism  in  its  most  malignant 
form,  and  the  principles  of  civic  equality  will 
never  be  brought  home  to  its  members  except  by 
an  unparalleled  upheaval  which  shall  sweep  them 
from  office.    There  is,  however,  some  consolation 
to  be  derived  from  the  present  condition  of  affairs, 
and  that  lies  in  the  unanimity  with  which  all 
the  more  responsible  sections  of  Russian  society 
are  denouncing  the  new  restrictions.  Every 
fresh  development  of  the  Government's  anti- 
Semitic  campaign  helps  to  convince  the  country 
more  surely  that  the  Jewish  disabilities  are  both 
a  crying  injustice  and  a  profound  mistake.  We 
have  never  thought  that  there  was  much  anti- 
Semitism  in  Russia  outside  the  ranks  of  the 
bureaucracy,  who  make  their  living  by  it  Its 
limitations  are  now  becoming  more  and  more 
evident,  and  it  may  be  said  with  certainty  that 
with  the  accomplishment  of  a  reform  of  the 
administrative  system  (which  a  few  months  ago 
M.  Kokovtsoff  himself  declared  to  be  necessary) 
Jewish  disabilities  will    die  a  natural  death. 
But  before  that  happens  Russia  will  pass  through 
many  troubles. 


RUSSIA    IN  GALICIA. 


The  Nationalist   Campaign   and  the 
Treason  Trial. 


PROSECUTION   OF  DEPUTIES. 


On  May  26th  the  First  Department  of  the  Council 
of  the  Empire  resolved,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Assistant  Minister  of  Justice,  M.  Verevkin,  to  insti- 
tute a  preliminary  inquiry  into  the  case  of  Deputy 
Tchkheidze,  who  is  charged  with  having  offended 
against  Article  129  of  the  Penal  Code  in  a  speech 
delivered  in  the  Duma. 

At  the  same  sitting  the  First  Department  resolved 
to  commit  for  trial  three  out  of  the  thirty-four 
members  of  the  third  Duma  who  signed  the  inter- 
pellation on  the  murder  of  Dr.  Karavayeff.  The 
other  accused  deputies  were  discharged,  it  was 
stated,  because  they  had  given  their  support  to  the 
interpellation  on  the  strength  of  the  statements 
made  by  its  three  authors. 


[From  a  Correspondent.] 

Lemberg,  May  25th. 
The  "  Russophobe  element ;'  in  Galicia  to  which 
M.  Sazonoff  referred  in  his  speech  in  the  Duma  on 
May  23rd,  alleging  its  pernicious  influence  over  the 
relations  between  Austria  and  Russia,  is  not  likely  to 
be  weakened  by  the  trial  which  has  been  slowly  pro- 
ceeding here  ever  since  March  9th,  and  which  may 
not  be  concluded  before  the  middle  of  June.  It 
resembles  that  which  took  place  in  Hungary  during 
the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  there  are  differences 
which  render  the  Lemberg  trial  more  arresting  to 
outside  observers. 

The  charge  is  no  longer  that  of  religious  propa- 
ganda and  disloyalty  to  the  Throne,  as  it  was  in  the 
case  of  the  simple  peasants  who  were  tried  in 
the  Carpathian  district  of  Hungary.  The  four 
accused  are  educated  men,  who  knew  perfectly 
well  what  they  were  doing  and  why  they  were 
doing  it.  Their  propaganda  was  complicated  with 
State  treason,  espionage,  and  defamation  of  religions 
recognised  by  the  State.  To  these  four  charges  they 
have  to  answer.  Their  leader  is  a  remarkable  man. 
Simon  Bendasiuk  is,  of  course,  an  Austrian  subject, 
and  was  born  in  Galicia  thirty-five  years  ago.  For 
many  years  the  Russian  propaganda  in  Galicia  was 
the  subject  of  much  amused  comment  in  Austrian 
circles.  It  seemed  as  if  the  men  who  had  charge  of 
the  Muscovite  roubles  were  deliberately  selecting 
the  worst  elements  of  the  Galician  population  to  dis- 
tribute the  money,  and  the  result  was  that  very  little 
money  was  distributed.  The  secret  agents  merely 
led  a  pleasant  life  themselves  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  kept  them.  When  in  1909,  however,  Bendasiuk 
was  selected,  events  followed  one  another  rapidly. 
His  eyes  are  those  of  a  fanatic,  and  he  is  obviously 
one  of  those  men  who  live  by  their  nerves  ;  but  he 
strikes  me  as  an  honest  if  somewhat  crafty  man. 
With  him  are  two  Orthodox  priests  and  a  University 
student,  all  Austrian-born  ;  the  latter,  in  spite  of  a 
long  black  beard,  is  obviously  a  mere  "super,"  appa- 
rently very  proud  of  being  where  he  is. 

Wasting  Bussian  Money. 

Simon  Bendasiuk  is  the  editor  of  the  Pnkarpetska 
Russ,  a  pro-Muscovite  daily  paper  printed  in  Lemberg, 
and  of  the  popular  weekly,  Holos  Noroda.  He  is  also 
the  secretary  and  the  moving  spirit  of  the  Russo- 
phil  "Haczkowsky"  association  in  Lemberg,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  he  is  the  presiding  genius  of  the 
Russophil  boarding-schools  that  are  scattered  all 
over  Galicia.  In  the  first-mentioned  field  of  his 
activity  the  harvest  does  not  give  the  Russian 
Nationalists  much  cause  for  rejoicing.  The  pro- 
Russian  daily  and  the  pro-Russian  weekly  are  printed 
and  circulated  entirely  by  the  help  of  the  Russian 
money  sent  or  handed  over  to  the  editor  through  the 
usual  semi-official  channels.  The  daily  edition  runs 
to  scarcely  more  than  a  few  hundred  copies,  and 
nearly  two-thirds  of  the  issue  is  sent  into  Russia— to 
various  monasteries,  Black  Hundred  associations, 
public  libraries,  cafes,  &c.  This  gives  the  unsophis- 
ticated Russian  the  idea  that  the  propaganda  is  really 
bearing  fruit.  The  remainder  of  the  issue  is  sent, 
usually  free  of  charge,  to  any  address  in  Galicia,  the 
Bukovina,  and  Hungary  that  the  editor  and  his  staff 
can  procure.  The  publicity  thus  obtained  in  Russia 
breeds  confidence,  and  money  comes  in  regularly 
enough.  Some  of  it  comes  out  of  the  secret  funds  ; 
some  is  found  by  that  well-known  agitator  Count 
Vladimir  Bobrinsky,  or  by  his  friends.  But  this  kind 
of  propaganda  is  futile.  Neither  the  editor  nor  any 
of  the  old-school  priests  who  believe  in  the  union  of 
the  Ruthenians  with  Russia  can  boast  of  any  effective 
result  obtained  through  this  free  delivery  of  lying 
newspapers.  Moreover,  they  are  printed  in  a  debased 
jargon  which  is  neither  Russian  nor  Ukrainian,  but 
which  is  sufficiently  simplified  to  be  partly  intelli- 
gible to  both  Ukrainians  and  Russians. 

The  Polish  Factor. 

I  have  sat  many  weary  hours  in  the  Lemberg  Law 
Courts  listening  to  the  evidence  read  out  in  Polish 
by  the  Judge,  who  is  interrupted  in  Ruthenian 
(Ukrainian)  by  the  accused  and  in  German  by  one  or 
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two  jurymen.  Enough,  it  would  appear,  has  already 
been  said  to  secure  the  conviction  of  the  ringleader 
and  the  two  priests,  especially  Hudyma,  who, 
with  his  nervous  fingers  constantly  playing  through 
his  long  curly  hair  that  hangs  over  his  shoulders, 
looks  more  like  a  coxcomb  than  like  a  conspirator. 
But  in  Galicia  the  Austrians  can  hardly  be  said  to 
rule.  The  Judges  are  Poles  ;  of  the  twelve  jurymen 
ten  are  Poles  and  two  Polish  Jews.  They  look 
weary  of  the  case,  and  I  have  several  times  watched 
them  eating  biscuits  and  nuts  or  reading  the  news- 
papers.   There  is  not  a  Ukrainian  among  them. 

The  Poles  incline  towards  Russia  nowadays,  and 
it  is  not  safe  to  foretell  the  verdict.  One  thing,  how- 
ever, is  evident  ;  Russian  money  alone  is  at  the  back 
of  this  Muscophil  movement  in  Galicia.  Let  the 
funds  dry  up  in  Russia,  and  the  so-called  pro-Russian 
party  in  Galicia  will  immediately  die.  It  is  difficult 
enough  already  to  galvanise  it  periodically  with 
roubles,  for  the  Ukrainian  revival  is  proceeding  at  a 
very  rapid  pace.  Count  Bobrinsky  and  the  Russian 
Nationalists  may  claim  that  this  is  a  religious  pro- 
paganda and  nothing  else,  but  the  trial  has  already 
shown  that  the  young  men  sent  from  Galicia  to 
Russian  seminaries  are  trained  first  of  all  for  pro- 
paganda work,  which  is  hardly  of  a  religious  type. 

The  Education  Bait. 

In  Galicia  there  are  now  about  thirty  boarding- 
schools  maintained  with  Russian  money.  Here  poor 
Ukrainian  boys  are  enticed  for  the  sake  of  a  free 
education,  of  which  the  Russian  language  and 
Russian  history  (so-called)  form  the  basis.  I  spent 
last  Sunday  in  Peremyshl,  where  one  of  these  board- 
ing-schools is  to  be  found.  Altogether  over  a  thou- 
sand Ukrainian  boys  are  educated  in  this  fashion 
in  Galicia.  It  is  due  to  Polish  influence  that  the 
movement  has  been  allowed  to  proceed  so  far.  There 
are  very  few  German-Austrian  officials  in  the  auto- 
nomous province  of  Galicia.  The  Russian  propa- 
ganda is  carefully  concealed  by  the  Polish  officials, 
who  are  still  considered  to  represent  Galicia,  be  it 
Eastern  or  Western,  in  Vienna.  They  hope,  in 
exchange  for  their  leniency  in  Galicia,  to  obtain 
favours  for  their  fellow-Poles  of  Russia.  Once  upon 
a  time  the  Poles  were  pro-Austrians,  but  the}'  have 
now  obtained  all  there  was  to  be  obtained  from  the 
Austrian  Government.  Weak  nationalities,  like  the 
stronger  ones,  are  prone  to  selfishness. 

However  vehemently  Count  Bobrinsky  may  assert 
that  nobody  in  Russia  desires  to  see  the  map  of 
Europe  altered  again  by  the  annexation  of  Galicia, 
the  trial  now  proceeding  has  proved  that  Russia, 
through  her  semi-official  agents,  is  doing  systematic 
work  in  Galicia.  Day  by  day  her  emissaries — priests 
and  students,  journalists  and  even  Army  officers — 
are  seeking  to  attract  sympathisers  in  Austrian 
Galicia,  so  that,  when  the  occasion  offers,  Russia 
may  declare  war  on  the  pretence  of  defending  her 
alleged  co-religionists,  invade  the  province,  and 
annex  it.  Then  Russia  may  be  able  once  more  to 
crush  the  Ukrainian  revival.  Here  we  find  repeated 
the  story  ot  the  period  that  preceded  the  events  of 
1772,  when,  in  the  cause  of  the  dissentients  in 
Poland,  Russia  marched  out  her  armies  and  suc- 
ceeded in  realising  her  heart's  desire. 

B.  S. 


THE  PASSPORT  QUESTION. 


Unwarranted  Restrictions  on  Admission  o 
Foreign  Jews  into  Russia. 


Writing  in  the  current  number  of  the  Law  Maga 
zine,  Mr.  H.  S.  Q.  Henriques  deals  instructively  with 
the  question  of  the  Russian  passport  system  as  affect- 
ing the  admission  of  foreign  Jews  into  Russia.  The 
consular  visa  of  all  passports  upon  which  the  Russian 
authorities  insist  is,  he  points  out,  enforced  in  no 
other  European  country  except  Roumania  and 
Turkey.  Russia  is,  however,  absolutely  unique  in  her 
regulation  that  the  holder  of  a  passport  must  state  the 
religious  denomination  to  which  he  belongs.  "  The 
object  of  this  provision,''  says  Mr.  Henriques,  "is  to 
enable  the  Consul  to  refuse  to  attach  his  visa  to  the 
passport  of  any  one  whose  religious  views  do  not  find 
favour  with  his  Government.  This  refusal  is  usual 
in  the  case  of  persons  professing  the  Jewish  religion." 
The  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  1859  between  Great 
Britain  and  Russia  governing  the  mutual  admission 
of  foreigners  are  cited,  and  it  is  shown  fas  has  on 
previous  occasions  been  demonstrated  in  these 
columns)  that  they  afford  absolutely  no 
warrant  for  making  any  distinction  between 
various  categories  of  British  citizens  based  upon 
religion.  Further,  even  if  it  could  be  maintained 
that  at  the  time  when  the  Treaty  was  drafted  Russia 
intended  to  restrict  the  admission  of  British  Jews,  it 
is  impossible  to  maintain  that  Great  Britain  ever 
thought  of  consenting  to  the  creation  of  a  distinction 
among  her  own  subjects  founded  upon  religious 
differences  at  a  time  when  such  distinctions  had 
been  deliberately  abolished. 


RUSSIA'S    FALLING  CREDIT. 


Alarming  Results  of  the  New  Nationalist 
Policy. 


The  debate  in  the  Duma  on  the  Estimates  of  the 
Credit  Chancellery  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance  was 
marked  by  a  masterly  criticism  of  the  economic 
situation  delivered  by  M.  Shingareff,  the  well-known 
Cadet  orator  and  financial  expert. 

The  Credit  Chancellery,  said  M.  Shingareff,  was 
about  to  face  a  serious  situation  which  required  for 
its  handling  enormous  energy,  knowledge,  and 
experience.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Budget  Com- 
mittee the  Minister  of  Finance  had  told  them  that 
large  appropriations  would  be  required  within  the 
next  ten  years  for  purposes  of  internal  and  external 
defence.  Everything  pointed  in  the  near  future  to 
extensive  recourse  being  had  to  credit  on  a  large 
scale  under  the  stress  of  unfavourable  circumstances. 
The  credit  of  the  State,  as  well  as  private  credit,  was 
in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  while  the  system  of 
small  credit  was  very  little  developed.  It  was  at 
such  a  moment  that  a  fanciful  scheme  of  "  nation- 
alisation of  credit "  had  been  drawn  up. 

With  regard  to  the  credit  of  the  State,  during  the 
years  1903-1912  Russia  had  been,  next  to  Germany, 
the  greatest  borrower,  her  indebtedness  amounting 
to  nine  milliard  roubles.  The  ensuing  ten  years 
would  enlarge  credit  operations  at  an  immensely 
higher  rate  of  increase,  and  it  was  at  such  a  time, 
when  training,  caution,  and  perseverance  were  indis- 
pensable, that  a  reform  of  credit  institutions  was 
being  contemplated. 

Financial  Chaos. 

"  We  are  still  in  the  dark  as  to  the  outlines  of  those 
reforms.  We  only  know  that  everything  is  to  be 
changed — not  only  the  managers  of  theentire  financial 
policy  and  the  heads  of  important  departments,  but 
the  system  as  a  whole.  The  chaotic  state  of  the 
Finance  Department  has  already  been  reflected  to  a 
ruinous  extent  in  trade  and  industry.' 

The  influence  of  the  international  money-market 
or  the  inflated  quotations  for  certain  securities  could 
not  account  for  the  sudden  convulsion  that  had  seized 
the  Russian  Exchange.  This  was  due  to  special 
political  conditions  obtaining  in  Russia,  which  ren- 
dered impossible  the  undisturbed  stability  alike  of 
industry  and  of  industrial  pi  iees.  That  explanation 
did  not  emanate  merely  from  the  parties  of  the 
Opposition,  but  was  widely  prevalent  in  the  indus- 
trial world.  It  was  the  impossibility  of  conducting 
business  regularly  and  the  unexpected  impediments 
arising  from  the  absence  of  a  system  of  legal 
observance  throughout  Russia,  together  with  the 
imposition  of  restrictions  on  a  whole  category  of 
citizens,  that  had  caused  an  acute  reaction  on  the 
Exchange. 

Politics  and  Industry. 

Quite  recently  many  people  used  to  imagine  that 
politics  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  problem,  and  that 
one  might  engage  in  industry  without  troubling  about 
politics.  But  Russian  realities  quickly  taught  the 
practical  meaning  of  politics,  and  the  optimistic 
economists  had  already  been  disillusioned. 

Russia's  financial  system  would  undergo  calami- 
tous changes  without  the  influx  of  free  capital,  and 
capital  would  not  readily  flow  into  a  country  that 
did  not  guarantee  free  development.  Rational  social 
f  legislation  had  been  consigned  to  oblivion,  and,  in 
place  of  the  Minister  of  Commerce,  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  had  laid  his  heavy  hand  on  the  interests 
of  industry.  As  a  consequence  of  that  interference, 
the  workers,  who  had  been  lured  by  the  Insurance 
Law  and  invited  by  the  State  to  elect  their  repre- 
sentatives, were  arrested  whenever  they  availed 
themselves  of  their  right.  So  monstrous  an  attitude 
towards  the  labouring  classes,  who  formed  the  main 
asset  of  the  State,  resulted  in  a  wave  of  political  and 
economic  strikes,  which  would  not  cease  as  long  as 
domestic  conditions  remained  intolerable. 

New   Restrictions  Illegal. 

There  were  deputies  who  were  glad  of  any  oppor- 
tunity to  harass  the  Jews  in  one  way  or  another,  and 
the  Minister  was  picking  up  their  ideas  with  alacrity 
and  putting  them  into  practice.  Referring  to  the 
effect  produced  both  in  Russia  and  abroad  by  the 
new  restrictions  in  the  sphere  of  industry,  M. 
Shingareff  said  : — 

"  Let  us  turn  to  the  legal  side  of  the  matter. 
Article  2,196  of  Vol.  X.  of  the  Code  docs  not  confer 
upon  the  Council  of  Ministers  the  right  of  intro- 
ducing general  restrictive  rules  for  joint-stock  com- 
panies, and  therefore  by  imposing  such  restrictions 
the  Council  of  Ministers  have  been  guilty  of  an 
excess  of  power  for  which  they  would  be  liable  to 
proceedings  if  there  were  any  Ministerial  respon- 
sibility in  this  country." 

The  nine  Ministers  who  had  objected  to  the  pro- 
posals of  their  less  moderate  colleagues  fully  realised 
e  severe  economic  disturbances  that  would  result 
from  this  innovation,  but  in  the  end  they,  too,  had 
assented  to  measures  that  infringed  the  law.  The 


largest  industrialist  of  Moscow,  M.  Krt-tovnikoft, 
who  was  by  no  means  well  disposed  towards  the 
Jewish  race,  had  said:  "  They  wanted  to  strike  the 
Jews,  but  they  hit  the  whole  of  Russian  industry.'' 

Referring  to  the  scheme  of  supporting  the  market 
by  the  intervention  of  the  Imperial  Bank  in  buying 
falling  securities,  M.  Shingareff  said  : — 

"  Intervention  as  a  system  is  a  dangerous  mistake, 
if  not  a  downright  crime.  You  keep  up  the  prices 
of  securities  artificially,  you  mislead  the  public,  and 
by  buying  securilies  with  public  funds  you  establish 
prices  that  are  not  justified  by  the  actual  position. 
You  are  playing  a  part  similar  to  the  machinations  of 
those  wicked  gamblers  on  Exchange  who  in  their 
own  interest  beat  down  prices." 

The   Stock   Exchange  Panic. 

Since  the  Stock  Exchange  panic  was  due  to  deep- 
lying  internal  causes,  so  the  bankers  had  informed  the 
manager  of  the  Imperial  Bank,  this  intervention  and 
the  operations  of  the  Red  Cross  Fund  were  power- 
less at  the  moment.  When  the  capital  of  the  Red 
Cross,  amounting  to  30,000,000  roubles,  was  exhausted . 
it  was  increased  to  100,000,000  roubles. 

Thiers  had  said  once  that  the  chief  quality  in  a 
Minister  of  Finance  was  a  certain  hanhness,  a 
capacity  for  refusing  the  unfounded  claims  of  exces- 
sively greedy  appetites  ;  but  the  present  Minister  cf 
Finance  possessed  the  opposite  quality.  "  Like  the 
lady  described  by  Gogol,  he  is  anxious  to  please  in 
every  respect.  He  makes  promises  to  everybody,  he 
is  kind  and  amiable  to  everybody  ;  but  when  the 
100-million  fund  has  been  spent,  as  soon  as  the 
tempting  free  balance  has  been  exhausted,  and  as 
soon  as  the  champions  of  economic  nationalism  per- 
ceive that  there  is  no  longer  any  available  cash,  the 
career  of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  who  is  so  pleasant 
in  every  way,  will  come  to  an  end." 

Defective   Credit  System. 

Professor  A.  S.  Posnikoff,  who  followed  M.  Shin- 
gareff, said  that  the  organisation  of  credit  in  Russia 
was  extremely  faulty.  Formed  after  a  general  Euro- 
pean pattern,  the  Russian  credit  institutions  did  not 
minister  to  the  needs  of  the  enormous  majority  of 
the  population,  especially  to  those  of  the  peasantry. 
The  existing  Peasants'  Bank,  instead  of  meeting  the 
real  needs  of  the  rustic  population  who  lived  on  the 
land,  served  the  interests  of  the  one-sided  land  organi- 
sation enterprises  of  the  Government.  To  attribute 
the  defects  of  the  credit  system  to  this  or  to  that 
nationality  was  a  profound  hallucination. 

The  restrictions  placed  on  joint-stock  companies 
were  diametrically  opposed  to  such  steps  as  would 
be  required  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  attracting 
capital.  If  these  restrictions  were  enforced,  the 
foreign  shareholders  would  throw  their  stock  upon 
the  market,  and  Russia's  100  millions  would  be 
insignificant  as  compared  to  the  milliards  which 
would  thus  be  let  loose. 

In  St.  Petersburg  Stock  Exchange  circles  it  is 
stated  that  the  latest  consultation  of  bankers  con- 
vened by  M.  Shipoff,  the  Director  of  the  Imperial 
Bank,  has  not  led  to  any  result.  The  bankers  to 
whom  he  applied  for  advice  and  support  could  onlv 
repeat  their  previous  statements. 

It  is  said  that  the  Imperial  Bank  is  about  to  limit 
its  intervention  operations,  and  that  the  Minister  of 
Finance  has  himself  changed  his  attitude  wTith  regard 
thereto  as  a  result  of  the  criticisms  levelled  against 
his  policy  in  the  Duma. 


EXPULSION   OF  JEWS. 


Thousands  of  Families  Threatened  by  a 
Senatorial  Decision. 


The  Senate  has  ruled,  by  23  votes  to  22,  that  the 
Jewish  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Solomenka  have 
lost  their  right  of  residence  owing  to  the  fact  that 
a  few  years  ago  the  village  was  incorporated  in  the 
township  of  Kiev. 

As  this  decision  will  be  taken  as  a  precedent,  it 
will  no  doubt  be  applied  to  Demievka  and  the  other 
localities  more  recently  incorporated  in  the  town- 
ship of  Kiev.  Thousands  of  Jewish  families  are 
thus  faced  with  expulsion  and  ruin. 


The  famous  head  of  the  Neo-Kantian  school  of 
philosophy,  Prof.  Herman  Cohen,  of  Marburg,  has 
been  delivering  lectures  on  Jewish  ethics  in  St. 
Petersburg  and  other  Russian  cities.  At  Odessa, 
however,  the  Prefect  prohibited  the  delivery  of  the 
lecture.  Ultimately  the  organisers  obtai.ied  per- 
mission for  its  delivery  on  condition  that  the  title 
"  Jewish  Ethics "  should  be  replaced  by  "  The  Social 
Ethics  of  Judaism." 

Writing  in  the  Den,  M.  Vladimir  Bourtseff  refers 
to  thirty  acts  of  terrorism  in  which  the  notorious 
agcnl-pi  ovocalcur  Azef  was  concerned  as  either  author 
or  accomplice,  and  maintains  that  General  Gueras- 
simoff  was  privy  to  Azef's  plots  and  conspiracies. 
Disconsolate  at  the  loss  of  his  clever  agent,  the  latter, 
says  M.  Bourtseff,  sought  a  successor  in  Petroff,  who, 
however,  arranged  the  explosion  in  which  the 
General's  assistant,  Colonel  Karpoff,  was  killed. 


Jixe  3.  1914. 
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NOTES. 


Wreck  of  the  Polish  Bill. 

By  persisting  in  its  opposition  to  the  "lan- 
guage "  clause  of  the  Polish  Municipalities  Bill 
the  Council  of  the  Empire  has  now,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  finally  wrecked  the  whole  measure  beyond 
all  hope  of  salvage.  In  the  Conciliation  Com- 
mittee and  elsewhere  the  Duma  had  made  a 
number  of  wide  concessions  to  the  bigoted 
Nationalism  of  the  Upper  House  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  for  the  Poles  at  least  some  measure 
of  municipal  self-government,  whose  benefits 
Russia  proper  has  been  enjoying  for  more  than 
half-a-century.  The  Opposition  parties  had, 
against  their  better  judgment,  agreed  to  the 
severe  mutilation  of  the  Bill  simply  because  the 
Poles  themselves  were  ready  to  submit  to  such 
treatment  rather  than  lose  the  reform  altogether. 
They  had  allowed  the  Council  of  the  Empire  to 
insist  that  the  administrative  authorities  should 
be  able  to  veto  such  acts  of  the  Polish  muni- 
cipalities as  they  should  declare  not  merely 
illegal,  but  also  inadvisable ;  that  these  same 
authorities  should  have  the  right  to  dissolve  the 
municipal  bodies  at  any  time  ;  that  the  fran- 
chise qualification  based  on  rent  should  be  raised 
far  beyond  what  was  just  and  proper  j  that  the 
voting  should  be  carried  out  by  national  curiae  j 
■and  that  it  should  be  left  to  the  Governor- 
General  to  determine  the  nationality  of  each 
elector ;  and  that  a  drastic  percentage  limit 
ishould  be  imposed  on  Jews,  even  in  towns  where 
they  constitute  more  than  half  the  population. 
To  all  these  oppressive  restrictions  they  had 
agreed,  drawing  the  line  only  at  the  total  prohi- 
bition of  the  use  of  the  Polish  language  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Polish  town  councils  ;  but  in 
'the  end  all  their  proffered  sacrifices  (as  to  whose 
wisdom  we  have  always  expressed  grave  doubt) 
have  been  in  vain. 

ll 

The  Language  Clause. 

The  clause  on  which  the  Bill  has  been  wrecked 
'was  in  itself  a  very  modest  affair.  It  was  very 
^  far  from  setting  up  the  Polish  language  as  the 
'  official  medium  for  the  conduct  of  municipal 
business  in  Poland,  and  even  from  freely  allowing 
jiits  use.  Even  the  measure  as  passed  by  the 
!  Duma  imposed  very  severe  restrictions  in  this 
1  respect.  All  communications  with  officials 
j  and  Government  institutions,  it  was  provided, 
Iwere  to  be  made  exclusively  in  Russian,  while,  in 
1  the  case  of  private  persons,  only  at  the  latter's 
1  request  might  communications  from  the  munici- 
!  pal  bodies  be  made  in  Polish.  The  proceedings 
j  of  the  town  councils  were  to  be  carried  on  in 
1  Russian,  even  though  the  majority  of  their 
j  members  might  be  ignorant  of  that  language  ; 
!  but  "  verbal  explanations  "  might  also  be  given 
lin  the  native  tongue.  All  documents  presented 
t, bo  the  meetings  were  to  be  in  Russian,  but  they 
I  might  be  accompanied  by  Polish  translations. 
!Even  this  scant  recognition  of  the  claims  of  the 
i  native  language,  however,  is  regarded  by  the  Upper 
I  Souse  as  a  menace  to  the  stability  of  the  Empire. 
1  Convenience  and  sentiment  are  alike  disregarded 


by  such  fanatical  champions  of  "  russification  " 
as  MM.  Durnovo,  Gurko,  and  Kobylinsky,  and 
at  their  instigation  the  Premier's  own  personal 
appeal  has  fallen  on  deaf  ears,  and  the  Bill  has 
been  consigned  to  the  tomb  And  so  Poland  has 
still  to  put  up  with  an  antiquated  and  tyrannical 
regime  which  bars  the  way  to  all  social  and 
economic  progress,  and  the  promised  price  of  her 
recent  dismemberment  has  still  to  be  paid.  As 
we  have  frequently  had  occasion  to  observe,  the 
reform  of  the  Council  of  the  Empire  is  one  of 
the  first  tasks  that  must  be  accomplished  before 
progressive  legislation  can  ever  become  possible 
in  Russia. 

Subject  Nationalities. 

There  is  one  interesting  passage  which  appears 
to  have  been  omitted  from  the  reports  of  M. 
Sazonoff 's  speech  in  the  Duma  which  have  found 
their  way  into  the  English  papers.  Dealing 
with  the  situation  in  the  Balkans,  the  Russian 
Foreign  Minister  expressed  the  hope  that  "  the 
Balkan  Governments,  pursuing  their  task  of 
peaceful  work  in  the  newly  annexed  territories, 
will  realise  that,  in  order  to  effect  a  fusion  of 
the  new  territories,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  conquer 
the  soil,  but  it  is  also  necessary  to  win  the  affec- 
tion and  confidence  of  their  new  citizens."  This 
observation,  which  was  received  with  cheers 
from  the  Left,  might  with  even  greater  perti- 
nence have  been  addressed  by  the  Russian 
Minister  to  his  own  colleagues.  We  are  willing 
to  believe  that  M.  Sazonoff  does  not  himself 
share  the  feelings  of  race-hatred  that  animate 
the  Government  in  general  ;  but  he  would  be 
better  employed  in  combating  those  sentiments 
and  their  appalling  manifestations  at  home  than 
in  preaching  on  the  subject  to  foreign  States. 
He  may  believe  that  Nationalist  intolerance  is 
"not  an  article  to  be  exported  abroad,"  as 
Gambetta  once  remarked  of  French  anti-cleri- 
calism; but  we  could  wish  that  his  dislike  of 
so  narrow-minded  and  mean-spirited  a  policy 
were  made  a  little  more  obvious  among  his  own 
people.  To  the  Poles,  the  Finns,  the  Jews, 
and  the  countless  other  victims  of  Russian 
Nationalism  the  Foreign  Minister's  words  must 
seem  a  monument  of  irony. 


Finland  and  the  Olympic  Games. 

Of  the  peculiar  methods  by  which  the  Russian 
Government  endeavours  to  "  win  the  affection 
and  confidence  "  of  its  non- Russian  subjects  we 
have  just  had  a  striking  illustration.  The  Finns 
are  preparing  to  compete  at  the  Olympic  Games, 
at  which  on  previous  occasions  they  have  won 
great  distinction.  The  Russian  authorities  are 
now  making  frenzied  efforts  to  induce  the  Olympic 
Games  Committee  in  Berlin  not  to  accept  the 
entries  of  Finns  as  Finns,  and  only  to  allow 
them  to  compete  if  they  enrol  themselves  under 
the  Russian  banner.  The  very  low  place  taken 
by  Russia  at  previous  meetings  may  possibly 
account  in-  some  measure  for  this  action,  for  the 
appearance  of  Finland's  noted  athletes  among 
her  contingent  would  materially  improve  her 
chances  of  success.  Bat  the  ruling  motive  is 
undoubtedly  a  desire  to  strike  yet  another  blow 
at  the  Finnish  nationality,  the  recognition  of 
whose  distinctiveness  does  not  sort  well  with  the 
campaign  of  "russification"  now  being  waged 
with  such  exceeding  bitterness. 


Prince  Sviatopolk-Mirsky. 

By  the  death  of  Prince  Sviatopolk-Mirsky 
Russia  has  lost  a  statesman  who,  although  his 
tenure  of  Ministerial  office  was  extremely  brief, 
did  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  Government 
official  to  civilise  Russian  administrative  methods. 
As  has  been  the  case  with  most  Russian  re- 
formers, the  results  of  much  of  his  work  have  not 
been  permanent ;  but  it  may  be  said  that  what- 
ever improvement  over  the  old  Abolutist  regime 
is  visible  in  Russia  to-day  has  sprung  from  his 


conciliatory  efforts.  As  Governor- General  of 
the  North-Western  country  he  had  already  won 
golden  opinions  from  the  local  inhabitants  as  a 
humane  and  enlightened  administrator  before, 
on  the  assassination  of  Plehve,  he  was  called 
upon  to  serve  as  Minister  of  the  Interior.  It  is 
said  that  the  outspoken  criticisms  of  Plehve's 
career  that  filled  the  European  Press  on  the 
death  of  that  incarnation  of  savage  Reaction  had 
a  powerful  influence  upon  the  Tsar.  At  any 
rate,  when  the  new  Minister  declared  that  reforms 
were  necessary,  and  that  endeavours  must  be  made 
to  heal  the  breach  between  the  Government  and 
public  opinion,  the  Tsar  expressed  his  agreement. 
On  December  25th,  1904,  an  Imperial  Rescript  was 
issued,  in  which  a  number  of  proposed  l'eforms 
were  outlined  ;  this  was,  in  fact,  the  last  attempt 
at  reform  made  under  the  old  regime.  As  long 
as  he  remained  Minister  of  the  Interior  Prince 
Sviatopolk-Mirsky  endeavoured  to  put  into 
practice  the  enlightened  principles  expressed  in 
the  Rescript ;  and  the  abolition  of  the  Press 
Censorship  and  the  greater  freedom  of  the 
Zemstvos  are  abiding  tributes  to  his  labours. 
He  only  held  office  for  a  few  months,  however, 
and  after  his  retirement  early  in  1905  he  took 
no  further  part  in  public  life. 

Then  and  Now. 

Ten  years  have  elapsed  since  Prince  Sviatopolk- 
Mirsky  advised  the  Tsar  that  reforms  were 
necessary,  and  that  the  Government  must 
endeavour  to  conciliate  public  opinion.  The 
same  advice  might  with  equal  pertinence  be 
given  to-day ;  and  by  that  we  may  measure  the 
actual  political  advance  made  by  Russia  since 
the  death  of  Plehve.  There  is  little  that  has 
really  altered.  True,  there  is  a  "  Constitution  " 
and  a  Duma;  but  the  effect  of  these  institutions 
upon  the  administration  of  the  country  is  too 
slight  to  be  discerned.  As  to  the  Government 
itself,  the  symptoms  of  deterioration  are  here 
most  apparent.  The  present  Cabinet  contains 
no  one  who  even  pretends  to  the  enlightened 
principles  of  Sviatopolk-Mirsky,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  a  man  is  to-day  unthinkable.  The 
Counter-Revolution,  it  would  appear,  has  had  its 
greatest  effect  upon  the  bureaucracy  itself. 

What's  in  a  Name? 

It  is  well  known  that,  for  all  the  elaborate 
flourishes  of  the  Entente,  the  partisans  of  the 
Extreme  Right  in  Russia  have  no  great  love  for 
England,  and  would  be  well  pleased  to  bind 
their  country  to  an  alliance  with  Germany. 
This  sentiment  of  Anglophobia,  however,  has 
never  been  so  crudely,  or  so  amusingly,  expressed 
as  in  an  open  letter  which  the  inevitable  M. 
Purishkevitch  has  addressed  to  M.  Sazonoff  in 
the  columns  of  the  Zemschina.  The  burden  of 
his  characteristically  violent  outburst  is  that  the 
Russian  Minister  in  Pekin  employs  an  English- 
man as  his  private  secretary.  All  Englishmen, 
of  course,  are  spies,  so  that  Russia's  diplomatic 
secrets  are  now  constantly  imparted  to  the 
British  Government.  But  that  is  not  all  The 
name  of  the  English  secretary,  which  M.  Purish- 
kevitch discloses  with  dramatic  effect,  is  Hutch- 
inson. Does  that  leave  the  reader  cold  ?  Mark 
what  follows  from  this  revelation  :  "  Probably 
he  has  Jewish  blood  in  his  veins !  "  Now  for 
the  first  time  we  realise  the  enormity  committed 
by  the  Russian  Minister  in  Pekin.  To  employ 
an  Englishman  as  his  secretary  was  bad  enough  ; 
but  to  select  one  who  bears  the  good  old  Jewish 
name  of  Hutchinson — that  is  a  piece  of  criminal 
recklessness  which,  as  M.  Purishkevitch  elo- 
quently insists,  calls  for  immediate  expiation. 
So  what  is  M.  Sazonoff  going  to  do  about  it  ? 


In  one  of  the  Government's  consultative  com- 
mittees it  was  recently  proposed  that  plots  for  the 
cuhivation  of  cotton  should  be  granted  exclusively 
to  Russians  of  the  Orthodox  faith.  Some  members 
of  the  committee  ventured  to  point  out  that  the 
cultivation  of  cotton  scarcely  had  anything  to  do 
with  religion,  and  that,  if  that  test  was  to  be  applied 
at  all,  no  distinction  should  be  made  between  the 
various  Christian  denominations. 
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SCANDAL    OF    THE  COURTS. 


Scathing  Denunciations  in  the  Duma  of 
the  Ministry  of  Justice. 


The  debate  on  the  Estimates  of  the  Ministry  of 
Justice  took  place  in  the  Duma  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  of  last  week.  M.  Scheglovitoff  was  not 
present,  the  Ministerial  box  being  occupied  by  the 
Assistant-Minister  of  Justice,  M.  Verevkin. 

On  the  opening  day  the  principal  speech  was 
delivered  by  M.  Basil  Maklakoff  (Cadet),  brother  of 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  He  began  by  saying 
that,  just  as  there  could  be  no  good  finance  where 
there  was  no  good  administration,  and  no  Constitu- 
tion when  administrative  rowdyism  prevailed  locally, 
so  there  could  be  no  justice  in  the  country  when  the 
law  was  held  up  to  general  mockery.  From  year  to 
year  he  had  had  to  point  out  the  manifestation  of  this 
attitude  in  the  policy  of  the  Ministry  of  Justice. 
Each  year  he  had  cited  new  instances,  but  no  change 
of  policy  had  occurred.  In  recent  years,  however, 
the  authorities  had  been  openly  parading  the  evil 
which  they  had  formerly  endeavoured  to  conceal. 

In  the  Courts  justice  and  discipline  of  a  Nationalist 
character  were  now  being  substituted  for  judicial 
independence  and  conscience.  The  late  M.  Plevako, 
the  pride  of  the  Russian  Bar,  although  a  pronounced 
Nationalist  himself,  had  declared  in  the  course  of  an 
address  delivered  in  1901  :  "  If  justice  ever  acquires 
a  Nationalist  character,  life  will  not  be  worth  living." 
It  might  be  convenient  to  substitute  discipline  for 
judicial  conviction  and  obedience  for  judicial  con- 
science, but  it  would  be  blasphemy  to  call  it  justice. 
On  former  occasions  he  used  to  be  told  that  his  stric- 
tures were  not  well  grounded,  and  when  he  quoted 
facts  they  were  declared  to  be  isolated  occurrences 
which  should  not  be  put  forward  as  the  general 
practice.  This  time,  however,  he  could  dwell  on 
facts  which  entitled  him  to  generalise. 

The   Trial   of  Beilis. 

The  trial  of  Beilis  at  Kiev  was  not  the  mistake  of 
a  provincial  Court,  for  the  members  of  the  Right 
openly  prided  themselves  on  it.  It  had  been  en- 
gineered by  the  Minister  of  Justice  himself.  On  the 
very  eve  of  the  trial  consultations  were  held  with 
the  Minister  of  Justice.  During  its  proceedings  con- 
gratulatory telegrams  were  showered  by  the  Right 
upon  the  judges  and  the  Administration,  and  the 
judges  returned  thanks  for  the  praises  lavished  upon 
them.  They  even  received  rewards  for  their  services. 
In  that  trial  everything  that  disgraced  Russian 
justice  was  focussed. 

In  order  to  be  incorruptible  it  was  not  sufficient 
for  judges  to  be  beyond  the  influence  of  gold  ;  they 
must  also  be  able  ta  withstand  the  influence  of 
power,  the  influence  of  the  mighty,  and  even  threats. 
They  must  also  be  inaccessible  to  encouragements 
and  rewards.  By  rewarding  the  judges  who  had 
managed  the  case  in  accordance  with  Ministerial 
instructions,  the  Minister  of  Justice  had  brought 
down  the  judges  to  the  level  of  disciplined  adminis- 
trative subordinates,  who  received  advancement 
for  the  proper  execution  of  orders.  It  would  be  a 
daring  act  for  a  judge  to  refuse  such  a  reward,  but 
the  Minister  of  Justice  should  hold  the  credit  of  his 
department  sufficiently  dear  not  to  subject  it  to  such 
scandal  and  temptation. 

Another  feature  of  the  general  system  reflected  in 
that  trial  was  the  complete  absorption  of  the  Court 
and  the  Administration  by  political  considerations. 
From  the  point  of  view  of  justice,  which  consisted 
in  discovering  and  punishing  offenders,  the  Russian 
Courts  had  never  before  exhibited  so  striking  a 
fiasco. 

Shielding  the  Guilty. 

"  Who,  then,"  exclaimed  M.  Maklakoff,  "  is  the 
murderer  of  Yuschinsky  ?  Who  has  been  punished 
for  that  signally  atrocious  crime ':  Nobody  !  Are 
you  not  ashamed  of  such  a  finale,  after  having 
directed  all  your  energy  against  the  innocent  ?  Are 
we  not  entitled  to  say  to  the  Russian  Court :  '  You 
have  let  the  real  criminal  go,  while  you  kept  an 
innocent  man  in  prison  for  two  years  ? '  " 

M.  Zamyslovsky  could  tell  them  that  there  were 
numerous  formal  grounds  upon  which  the  cassation 
of  a  verdict  could  easily  be  obtained.  Yet  they  had 
not  ventured  to  apply  for  cassation,  for  the  Ministry 
of  Justice  had  perceived  at  last  that  it  had  taken  the 
wrong  road,  and  by  its  abstention  had  endorsed  the 
innocence  of  Beilis. 

But  that  was  not  all.  The  peculiarity  of  the  trial 
consisted  not  so  much  in  keeping  an  innocent  man  in 
prison  as  in  shielding  the  guilty  party,  who  was  ready 
to  hand.  It  had  now  become  public  property  that 
the  Examining  Magistrate  who  had  conducted  the 
inquiry  was  convinced  all  along  of  Tcheberyak's 
guilt. 

"Why,"  asked  the  speaker,  "do  you  not  seek  out 
the  guilty  party  ?  You  are  building  a  shrine  over  the 
grave  of  Yuschinsky  ;  but  surely  members  of  the 
Orthodox  Faith  should  find  the  criminal.    Why  do 


you  not  search  for  him  ?  Why  do  you  forget  all 
about  him — you  who  have  been  juggling  with  the 
names  of  so  many  Jews  i  Why  are  no  new  searches 
made  ?  Simply  because  you  cannot  move  a  step 
without  stumbling  upon  Tcheberyak,  whom  you  dare 
not  touch,  because  she  knows  too  much.  She  would 
tell  the  Court  which  were  the  Government  offices  in 
which  the  plaints  which  she  subsequently  lodged 
were  drawn  up."    (Loud  applause  from  the  Left.) 

A  Disorderly  Scene. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  debate  a  stormy  scene  was 
caused  by  a  remark  made  by  Deputy  Shubinsky,  an 
Octobrist  of  the  Right.  Taking  up  the  defence  of 
the  anti-Semitic  Two-headed  Eagle  Society  and  its 
leader,  the  student  Golubeff,  against  M.  Bisil 
Maklakoff's  denunciations,  M.  Shubinsky  suddenly 
remarked  that  the  members  of  that  organisation 
could  not  be  suspected  of  any  interested  purposes, 
since  they  had  no  agency  for  the  collection  of 
"  Finnish  money. '; 

The  last  words  produced  an  indescribable  scene  of 
disorder,  as  they  constituted  a  repetition  of  a  scan- 
dalous statement  recently  made  by  the  Zemschina, 
charging  Professor  Miliukoff  with  having  received 
large  sums  of  money  from  the  Finns  for  his  advocacy 
of  their  cause. 

Professor  Miliukoff  called  M.  Shubinsky  a 
"  scoundrel,"  while  M.  Kerensky  added  the  words 
"impudent  liar."  MM.  Shubinsky  and  Purishkevitch 
retorted  in  similar  fashion. 

The  Vice-President  of  the  Duma,  M.  Konovaloff, 
moved  the  suspension  for  one  sitting  of  all  the  four 
deputies.  Professor  Miliukoff  and  M.  Kerensky 
thereupon  requested  their  adherents  not  to  oppose 
the  motion  for  their  own  exclusion.  At  this  stage 
M.  Purishkevitch  caused  a  further  storm  by  repeat- 
ing M.  Shubinsky's  charge  from  the  tribune. 

The  motion  for  the  exclusion  of  M.  Shubinsky  was 
rejected  by  108  votes  to  90.  Several  Nationalist 
deputies  had  to  be  forcibly  restrained  from  assaulting 
members  of  the  Octobrist  party  who  had  voted  for 
the  exclusion  of  M.  Shubinsky. 

Subsequently  M.  Konovaloff  resigned  his  post  as 
Vice-President  of  the  Duma. 

The  Ministerial  Reply. 

The  debate  was  resumed  by  the  Assistant-Minister 
of  Justice,  M.  Verevkin.  He  said  that  in  the  Beilis 
case  the  Government  was  only  seeking  the  truth, 
while  the  verdict  of  thc-jnry  had  justified  the  theory 
of  the  indictment.  The  Fastov  case  was  being  care- 
fully investigated,  and  the  result  of  the  inquiry  must 
be  awaited  patiently. 

To  the  charges  relating  to  judicial  appointments 
and  rewards  he  would  make  no  reply,  since  the 
Minister  of  Justice  was  only  responsible  to  his 
Sovereign  in  that  respect,  as  well  as  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  his  department  generally. 

M.  Roditcheff  (Cadet),  replying  to  the  Assistant- 
Minister's  assertion  that  the  Government  had  only 
removed  those  judges  who  meddled  with  politics, 
asked  whether  the  Government  had  dismissed 
Senator  Varvarin,  who  had  not  scrupled  to  defraud 
M.  Lopukhin  at  the  latter's  trial,  while  his  colleague 
on  the  judicial  bench  had  shielded  the  agent-provo- 
cateur Azef.  Of  such  judges,  to  whom  the  forger 
Lyjin  might  be  added,  the  Government  was  im- 
mensely proud.  Referring  to  the  Public  Prosecutor's 
statement  at  the  Beilis  trial—"  The  Jews  will  be  the 
ruin  of  Russia" — he  asked  whether  a  Public  Pro- 
secutor who  ventured  to  use  such  language  with 
regard  to  the  Nobility  would  not  have  been  prose- 
cuted. 

The  prosecution  of  Deputy  Tchkheidze  did  not 
escape  censure  as  an  act  of  party  revenge  by  the  fact 
that  the  "  Unionist "  Scheglovitoff  happened  to  be 
not  a  mere  member  of  the  Duma,  but  the  Minister  of 
Justice. 

A  "Belapse  into  Savagery." 

They  would  not  cease  to  remind  the  Government 
of  the  Beilis  case,  as  long  as  the  Government  con- 
tinued to  employ  the  methods  by  which  it  had 
brought  about  the  trial.  The  pogrom  agitation  which 
had  been  fostered  by  that  case  was  a  great  danger  to 
the  country.  They  were  witnessing  that  very  relapse 
into  savagery  which  had  been  predicted  by  the  late 
M.  Stolypin.  When  the  judges  ceased  to  use  intelli- 
gence and  logic  the  country  was  in  a  parlous  state. 
The  pogrom  agitation  had  now  assumed  the  guise 
of  solicitude  for  the  memory  of  Yuschinsky,  and  con- 
tributions towards  the  erection  of  a  shrine  over  his 
grave  were  being  collected  as  an  earnest  of  such 
sentiments  and  as  a  passport  to  promotion  by  the 
Ministry  of  Justice.  That  shrine  would  remind 
future  generations  that  a  certain  portion  of  the 
Russian  public  had  been  moved  to  such  indignation 
at  the  sad  fate  of  the  unhappy  boy  that  it  clamoured 
for  the  sacrifice  of  a  man  who  was  proved  to  be 
innocent. 

It  was  characteris'ic  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Right 
that  they  had  never  felt  such  sympathy  for  the  four 
hundred  victims  of  the  Lena  massacre.  They  had 
not  demanded  the  prosecution  of  Captain  Tre- 
schenkoff,  and  they  would  never  suggest  the  erec- 


tion of  a  chapel  over  tne  graves  ol  the  innocenl  men 
and  women  who  had  been  massacred. 

"  The  Yuschinsky  monument  is  well  worth  pre- 
serving for  ever  as  a  memorial  of  the  fact  that  under 
M.  Scheglovitoif'->  administration  of  justice  an  inno- 
cent man  was  kept  for  two  years  in  prison,  that  all 
the  magistrates  who  declared  their  conviction  of  his 
innocence  have  been  dismissed,  and  that  all  those 
who  were  intent  on  proving  at  all  costs  the  guilt  of 
the  innocent  man  have  been  rewarded.  It  will  be 
a  reminder  of  the  fact  that  public  opinion  and  all 
impartial  men  believe  that  Yuschinsky  was  murdered 
by  thieves  and  pogrom-makers,  while  an  endeavour 
has  been  made  to  saddle  the  Jews  with  the  guilt. " 

The  Jewish  Struggle. 

M.  Friedmann  TCadet)  said  that  he  might  have 
spoken  of  the  Minister  ■>  experiments  in  excluding 
Jews  from  the  Bar  or  of  his  transformation  of  the 
Senate  into  a  legislative  body  for  the  purpose  of 
inventing  ever-increasing  restrictions  against  Jews. 
But  all  this  was  nothing  compared  to  the  insult  cast 
upon  a  whole  nationality  at  Kiev  by  the  attempt 
directed  against  what  was  dearest  and  holiest  to  the 
Jewish  people — against  their  religion,  which  they 
had  preserved  through  thousands  of  years  of  suffer- 
ing at  the  cost  of  incredible  sacrifice  and  martyrdom. 
After  referring  to  the  still  more  revolting  manage- 
ment of  the  Fastov  case,  M.  Friedmann  con- 
cluded:— 

"Since  the  Government  has  connected  the  Beilis 
trial  with  political  purposes,  making  it  an  excuse  for 
Jewish  rightlessness,  the  better  part  of  the  Russian 
public  will  also  combine  the  struggle  for  truth  in  this 
case  with  the  struggle  against  Jewish  disabilities. 
The  Jews  profoundly  believe  that  their  hour  will 
come,  and  that,  by  the  efforts  of  the  genuine  represen- 
tatives of  the  Russian  people,  they  will  at  last  be 
included,  as  equal  members  of  the  family,  among 
the  number  of  the  peoples  that  inhabit  the  great 
Russian  Empire."    (Applause  from  the  Left.) 


POLISH  MUNICIPALITIES. 


Bill  Finally  Wrecked  in  the  Upper  House. 


Last  week  the  Polish  Municipalities  Bill  was  con- 
sidered for  the  third  time  by  the  Council  of  the 
Empire.  Since  its  last  appearance  it  had  been 
before  a  Conciliation  Committee  of  both  Houses, 
and  as  a  result  of  a  number  of  concessions  made  by 
the  Duma  only  the  Polish  Language  Clause  was 
now  in  dispute. 

M.  Goremykin  made  his  first  appearance  in  the 
Upper  House  in  his  capacity  of  President  of  the 
Council  of  Ministers.  An  external  semblance  of 
Cabinet  unity  was  secured  by  the  presence  of 
MM.  Maklakoff,  Krivoshein,  Grigorovitch,  and  Kasso, 
who  had  absented  themselves  on  the  previous  occa- 
sion by  way  of  demonstrating  the  differences  existing 
between  them  and  their  then  chief,  M.  Kokovtsoff. 
Among  Ministers  only  MM.  Scheglovitoff  and 
Rukhloff  were  now  absent. 

M.  Goremykin  informed  the  Council  that  the 
Government  had  found  no  cause  to  change  its 
opinion,  and  pointed  out  the  difficult  position  that 
would  arise  if  the  Council  of  the  Empire  were  to 
persist  in  the  difference  of  opinion  with  the  Duma 
which  it  had  displayed  in  the  Conciliation  Committee. 

Failing  an  agreement  with  the  Duma,  he  continued, 
the  introduction  of  municipal  self-government  in  the 
Vistula  provinces  would  become  extremely  difficult, 
and  perhaps  even  impossible  of  realisation.  The 
Council  of  the  Empire  had  performed  its  duty  in 
pointing  out  its  doubts  with  regard  to  Section  4  of 
Clause  31  of  the  Bill,  while  the  Duma  had  given  way 
in  everything  except  on  that  point.  Under  such 
conditions,  the  Government  had  elected  to  range 
itself  on  the  side  of  the  Duma.  He  did  not  see  any 
reason  that  should  compel  the  Council  of  the  Empire 
to  persist  in  its  view. 

Privy  Councillor  Kobylinsky  said  that  the  position 
had  not  been  altered  to  such  an  extent  as  to  induce 
the  Council  of  Empire  to  change  the  opinion  which 
it  had  twice  already  expressed  on  the  subject. 

The  Marquis  Wielopolski  defended  the  Polish 
language  clause. 

M.  Loshkareff  said  that  the  admission  of  the  Polish 
language  for  municipal  use  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Poland  would  damage  the  Russian  cause  in 
Lithuania. 

The  speeches  of  the  Reactionary  leader,  M.  Dur- 
novo,  and  of  Father  Butkevitch  finally  brought  over 
the  waverers  of  the  Right,  and  the  language  clause 
was  rejected  by  87  votes  to  71. 

Among  the  Ministers,  MM.  Goremykin,  Sazonoff, 
Grigorovitch,  Krivoshein,  and  the  Auditor-General, 
M.  Charitonoff,  voted  in  favour  of  the  clause. 

It  is  said  that  after  M.  Goremykin's  speech  the 
leaders  of  the  Right  inquired  of  the  Premier  whether 
it  was  his  Majesty's  absolute  will  that  the  Polish 
language  clause  should  be  passed.  To  this  question 
he  gave  a  negative  reply,  and  that  decided  the  fate 
of  the  Bill. 
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A    SIGN    OF    THE  TIMES. 


The  leading  article  which  appeared  in  last 
Friday's  Times,  under  the  heading  "  Russia  and 
her  Jews,"  is  in  its  way  a  monument  of  ineffective 
reasoning  tricked  out  with  frothy  anti-Semitism. 
We  have  become  accustomed  of  late  to  the 
process  of  screening  the  follies  and  outrages  per- 
petrated by  the  Russian  Government  in  which 
that  journal  has  seen  fit  to  indulge,  and  with  a 
shrug  of  the  shoulders  and  a  lifting  of  the  eye- 
brows we  have  concluded  that  this  is  the  inevit- 
able tribute  to  the  requirements  of  the  Entente 
as  they  are  understood  in  Printing  House-square, 
and  to  the  generous  advertisement  orders 
showered  by  the  Treasury  in  St.  Petersburg 
upon  the  purveyors  of  so  many  amiable  Russian 
Supplements.  The  article  before  us,  however,  is 
more  insidiously  harmful  to  the  cause  of  Russian 
freedom  than  any  that  has  gone  before,  and  none 
the  less  so  because  in  its  earlier  part  it  wears  the 
mask  of  friendly  criticism.  It  is  only  towards 
the  end  that  its  real  character  is  allowed  to 
become  visible,  and  then  the  anti-Semitism  that 
inspires  it  breaks  out  in  all  its  reckless  and  pre- 
judiced stupidity.  Seven  years  ago  such  an 
article  in  such  a  paper  would  have  been  un- 
thinkable. But  the  effect  of  the  Anglo-Russian 
Entente,  it  appears,  has  been  to  overthrow  some 
of  the  highest  traditions  of  British  journalism 
no  less  than  of  British  policy.  Even  within  the 
past  few  months  the  attitude  of  the  Times 
towards  Russian  affairs  has  suffered  deteriora- 
tion ;  and  we  should  be  blind  if  we  failed  to 
nctice  that  since  Mr.  Steed  became  its  foreign 
editor  the  anti-Semitism  that  used  continually 
to  inform  his  messages  from  Vienna  has  been 
reflected  in  the  leading  columns  of  that  journal. 

The  ostensible  motive  of  the  article  is  to  comment 
upon  the  financial  crisis  produced  in  Russia  by 
the  Government's  decision  to  impose  new  restric- 
tions on  the  participation  of  Jews  in  joint-stock 
companies.  Having  thus  linked  up  the  cause 
and  the  effect  (in  spite  of  Russian  official  dis- 
claimers of  any  connection  between  the  two 
episodes),  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  how 
the  Times  could  acquit  the  Government  of  blame. 
But  this  it  proceeds  to  do  in  a  highly  ingenuous 
fashion.  The  sole  author  of  the  new  restrictions, 
it  is  maintained,  is  M,  Maklakoff,  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior.  The  blame,  then,  rests  upon  M. 
Maklakoff,  and  the  Government  as  a  whole  is 
without  sin  in  this  matter.  "  The  Prime  Minister 
has  not  the  control  over  his  colleagues  in  the 
Cabinet  which  statesmen  holding  the  same  office 
enjoy  in  constitutional  States."  It  is  satisfac- 
tory to  learn  that  the  Times  does  not  at  any  rate 
imagine  that  Russia  is  a  constitutional  State — 
an  illusion  which  its  Russian  Supplements  have 
always  seemed  designed  to  foster.  But  how 
absurd  is  the  argument  that  the  Government 
is  not  responsible  for  the  iniquities  of  its 
individual  members.  There  is  M.  Maklakoff 
hounding  down  the  Jews,  putting  a  premium 
upon  official  lawlessness,  and  making  himself 
the  best-hated  man  in  Russia  ;  but  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior  is  not  the  Government.  There 
is  M.  Kasso  waging  war  upon  education  ;  but 
the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  is  not  the 
Government.  There  is  M.  Scheglovitoff  trampling 
Russian  justice  in  the  mud  ;  but  the  Minister  of 
Justice  is  not  the  Government.    And  so  in  every 


Department  of  State  we  may  condemn  the  policy 
of  the  Minister  in  coir,  nand  ;  but  we  must  not 
on  that  account  conder  n  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment. 

But,  even  if  this  prep  jsterous  theory  could  be 
supported  with  regarc  to  other  Ministerial 
activities,  it  could  not  l.old  water  for  a  moment 
when  applied  to  the  w  w  company  restrictions. 
It  may  have  been  owing  to  M.  Maklakoff's 
manoeuvring  that  they  were  at  last  enforced ; 
but  M.  Maklakoff,  usefu  though  he  may  be  as  a 
scapegoat,  is  not  their  author.  As  we  pointed 
out  last  week,  they  represent  the  first  step  in 
a  campaign  long  since  conceived  by  the  new 
Minister  of  Finance,  M.  5ark,  who  is  an  out-and- 
out  Nationalist,  and  frorj'  whose  inventive  brain 
the  "  nationalisation  of  credit "  scheme  origin- 
ally sprang.  There  ar  ,  perhaps,  one  or  two 
members  of  the  Cabinet  who  are  opposed  to  the 
latest  restrictions  ;  but  here  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  majority  of  Ministers  supported 
their  imposition.  As  for  M.  Goremykin,  whose 
want  of  influence  over  his  colleagues  the  Times 
admits,  we  need  only  rc.all  that  at  the  time  of 
his  appointment  to  his  present  post  we  described 
him  as  a  dummy  Premu  r. 

Having  thus  given  th-  Government  credit  for 
wishing:  to  remove  th  •  ''artificial  obstacles" 
which  M.  Maklakoff  is  a*'eged  to  have  placed  in 


the 
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proceeds  to  discuss  the  general  question  of 
Jewish  disabilities.  There  is  a  widespread 
demand  for  the  removal  of  all  restrictions  upon 
the  rights  of  the  Jews  in  Russia.  "  But  this 
demand,"  we  are  told,  "  betrays  utter  ignorance 
of  the  real  situation.  It  is  impossible  for  any 
Russian  Government  to  abrogate  at  a  stroke  of 
the  pen  all  the  disabilities  to  which  the  5,000,000 
of  Russian  Jews  are  now  legally  subject."  The 
Russian  Jews,  it  may  bo  remarked  in  passing, 
would  be  content  for  the  present  with  something 
less  drastic  in  the  way  of  reform  than  the 
removal  of  all  their  disabilities  "at  a  stroke  of 
the  pen  "  ;  but,  so  far  from  removing  or  lighten- 
ing a  single  one  of  them,  within  the  past  few 
years  the  Government — not  this  or  that  Minister, 
but  the  Government — has  consistently  intensified 
them  and  added  to  their  number.  That  is  a  fact 
of  which  the  Times  is  sublimely  unconscious,  and 
as  it  proceeds  to  enlarge  upon  its  theme  its 
ignorance  and  anti-Semitic  prejudice  become 
more  and  more  patent.  We  have  to  realise,  we 
are  informed,  not  only  the  "  immense  difficulties  " 
but  also  the  "  real  dangers  "  of  a  general  emanci- 
pation of  the  Jews  "  in  the  present  state  of  the 
Russian  Empire."  And  the  "  dangers "  of 
what  is  after  all  an  act  of  simple  humanity 
are  described  in  the  following  remarkable 
fashion  : — 

"  The  Russian  peasants  are  ignorant  and  needy, 
and  there  cannot  be  much  doubt  that  were  the 
Jews  free  to  move  and  trade  amongst  them  at 
pleasure  they  would  very  soon  '  eat  up '  the 
tillers  of  the  soil.  Peddling,  liquor-dealing,  and 
money-lending  are  the  pursuits  to  which  the 
Oriental  Jews  naturaMy  take,  and  no  Russian 
statesman  can  desire  to  see  these  industries 
extended." 

Here  we  find  expressed,  with  an  assurance  that 
must  be  simply  amazing  to  every  one  in  Russia, 
arguments  which  even  the  most  extreme  Russian 
Nationalists  and  anti-Semites  have  long  since 
discarded.  They  have  been  discarded  because 
the   "  exploitation "   theory  has  been  exploded 


by  the  peasants  themselves  and  by  statistics  that 
admit  of  but  one  interpretation. 

We  are  not  goiugto  argue  the  question,  because 
there  is  in  fact  no  room  for  argument.  All  we 
have  to  say  can  be  expressed  in  a  single  sentence, 
and  wre  challenge  any  one  to  deny  its  truth.  In 
the  Jewish  Pole  of  Settlement,  ichere  Jeivs  enjoy 
comparative  freedom  of  movement  and  trading 
activity,  the  peasants  display  a  marked  superiority 
as  regards  both  their  material  mid  mural  welfare 
over  the  peasants  outside  the  Pale.  The  very 
obvious  cause  of  this  phenomenon  is  that  outside 
the  Pale  the  elimination  of  Jewish  competition 
among  the  middlemen  who  handle  the  peasants' 
produce  has  created  a  virtual  Trust  in  favour 
of  an  unscrupulous  group  of  dealers  who 
exploit  the  peasants  shamefully  and  mercilessly, 
secure  in  their  Christian  monopoly.  The  criminal 
recklessness  of  the  Times'  statements  will  be 
appreciated  when  it  is  recalled  that  "  liquor- 
dealing,"  which  is  described  as  one  of  the  natural 
pursuits  of  the  "  Oriental  Jews,"  is  in  Russia 
confined  by  law  to  the  Government  itself,  and 
that  this  very  Government  has  in  recent  years 
been  guilty  of  such  awful  excesses  in  forcing 
drink  upon  the  peasants  that  the  Tsar  was  lately 
moved  to  declaim  against  the  traffic  in  a  special 
Rescript.  As  for  the  alleged  moneylending 
exploits  of  the  Jews,  it  is  sufficient  to  state  that 
the  rate  of  interest  prevailing  in  the  Pale  is  far 
lower  than  that  obtaining  in  the  rest  of  Russia, 
where  again  Jewish  competition  has  been 
artificially  destroyed. 

There  are  countless  other  absurdities  and  gross 
mistatements  in  this  sorry  article.  It  is  implied, 
for  instance,  that  the  Jewish  population  of  Russia 
is  composed  mostly  of  petty  traders,  whereas  the 
great  majority  of  the  Russian  Jews  are  struggling 
working-men,  sharing  to  the  full  the  poverty 
and  the  aspirations  of  the  general  proletariat. 
And  in  an  ecstasy  of  snobbishness  it  is  urged 
that,  while  these  poor  Jews  should  be  held  fast 
in  the  vice  of  restriction  and  oppression,  the  grip 
should  be  loosened  for  "  Jewish  financiers,"  who 
sho  uld  no  longer  be  excluded  from  "  the  share  in 
legitimate  trade  and  commerce  to  which  their 
wealth  and  their  abilities  entitle  them."  The 
whole  thing  is  a  pitiful  exhibition  of  ignorance 
and  prejudice.  And  yet  it  will  no  doubt  be  quoted 
with  glee  by  all  the  Reactionary  organs  in 
Russia  as  representing  the  opinion  of  the  British 
people  ;  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  Black  Hundred, 
with  joyful  surprise,  will  discover  that  the  argu- 
ments in  support  of  the  oppression  of  the  Jews 
which  they  had  cast  upon  the  scrap-heap  are  not 
quite  so  useless  as  they  had  thought  them.  From 
the  land  of  liberty  they  will  gain  a  new  encou- 
ragement in  their  campaign  of  calumny,  and  we 
may  expect  shortly  to  hear  of  fresh  instalments 
of  persecution  being  dealt  out  to  the  poorer 
Jews — on  the  Times  system. 


M.   PURISHKEVITCH'S  LATEST, 


M.  Purishkevitch,  who  has  set  himself  up  in  the 
Duma  as  a  censor  morum  over  the  provincial 
Governors,  has  informed  the  Council  of  Ministers 
that  he  has  now  started,  in  connection  with  the 
Archangel  Michael  Union,  a  special  "Government 
Officials'  Reference  and  Testimonial  Department," 
which  will  publish  its  lists  twice  annually.  He 
requests  the  Cabinet  not  to  make  any  appointments 
without  first  applying  to  the  Archangel  Michael 
Union  for  information  as  to  the  suitability  of  the 
roposed  candidates 
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THE    UPPER  HOUSE. 

Fate   of    Progressive    Measures   in  the 
Council  of  the  Empire. 

The  Council  of  the  Empire  has  now  finally  dis- 
posed of  the  last  measure  bequeathed  by  the  third 
Duma  by  rejecting  the  Cantonal  Zemstvo  Bill,  with- 
out proceeding  to  the  discussion  of  its  separate 
clause?.  M.  Durnovo  convinced  his  colleagues  that 
if  the  measure  were  passed  the  Cantonal  Zemstvos 
would  be  controlled  by  the  peasants  who  had  burned 
the  landowners'  estates  eight  years  ago,  and  who 
would  use  their  power  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
ferring the  burden  of  taxation  to  the  propertied 
classes. 

The  Government  was  lukewarm  enough  in  its 
defence  of  the  Polish  Municipalities  Bill,  but  it 
displayed  no  interest  whatever  in  the  Cantonal 
Zem>tvo  Bill.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Bill  was  only 
lost  by  a  few  votes,  so  that,  if  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet  had  condescended  to  put  in  an  appearance 
in  the  Upper  House  and  record  their  votes  for  the 
Government's  own  measure,  it  would  have  become 
law. 

It  is  instructive  to  recall  some  of  the  other  more 
or  less  progressive  measures  which  have  been 
rejectt  d  by  the  Council  of  the  Empire. 

The  Ticket-of- leave  Bill  was  rejected  on  the 
ground  that  the  time  had  not  arrived  for  rendering 
the  administrative  and  judicial  system  of  repression 
less  stringent. 

The  Old  Believers'  Congregations  Bill  led  to  a 
conflict  on  the  principle  of  the  Bill  between  the  two 
Chambers.  The  differences  could  not  be  adjusted  in 
the  Conciliation  Committee,  whose  report,  drafted 
four  years  ago,  has  not  yet  come  up  for  discussion 
by  the  Duma  and  the  Council  of  the  Empire. 

The  Bill  providing  facilities  for  conversion  from 
one  religious  denomination  to  another  met  with  the 
same  fate. 

The  Bill  relating  to  the  issue  of  new  banknotes  by 
the  Treasury  fell  through  owing  to  the  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  two  Chambers  as  to  their  com- 
petence. 

The  Primary  Education  Bill  was  sent  back  to  the 
fourth  Duma  for  reconsideration. 

The  Siberia  Zemstvo  Bill  was  rejected  by  the 
Council  of  the  Empire,  which  declined  even  to 
discuss  its  separate  clauses. 

The  Bill  providing  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Governor-Generalships  of  Kiev  and  the  Steppe 
region  was  rejected  in  the  same  summary  fashion. 

Owing  to  its  objections  to  the  principle  of  the 
measure,  the  Council  of  the  Empire  rejected  the 
Budget  Rules  Alteration  Bill. 

The  Universal  Education  Bill  was  likewise  refused 
a  hearing. 

The  Council  introduced  such  radical  alterations 
into  the  Bills  dealing  with  private  schools,  the  legal 
responsibility  of  officials,  and  the  conditions  of 
labour  of  commercial  employees,  that  the  Bills  had 
to  go  back  to  the  Duma  to  be  drafted  anew. 

The  Bills  providing  for  the  admission  of  women  to 
the  Bar  and  the  introduction  of  the  Zemstvo  local 
government  system  into  the  province  of  Archangel 
were  rejected  en  bloc. 

The  Bill  for  reducing  the  duty  on  sugar  fell 
through  owing  to  differences  between  the  two 
Chambers. 

The  Bill  for  facilitating  admission  to  the  univer- 
sities was  rejected  at  its  third  reading. 

The  Bill  for  Combating  Drunkenness  was  sent 
back  to  the  Duma  for  reconsideration. 

The  Polish  Municipalities  Bill  was  destroyed  by 
the  rejection  of  the  "  language  "  clause. 


v/more  protest  strikes. 

A  Hundred  Thousand  Men  Come  Out  in 
St.  Petersburg. 

As  a  protest  against  the  trial  of  four  employees  of 
the  Obukhoff  works  on  a  charge  of  striking,  strikes 
occurred  on  June  rst  at  over  150  factories  in  St. 
Petersburg  and  its  environs.  At  some  of  the  larger 
factories  the  men  held  meetings,  at  which  resolu- 
tions of  protest  were  passed. 

From  the  Ayvaz  works  the  strikers  marched  along 
the  Bolshoy  Samsonievsky  Pro-pekt  towards  the  town, 
but  %vere  dispersed  by  a  detachment  of  mounted 
police,  five  arrests  being  made. 

The  total  number  of  strikers,  which  is  given 
officially  as  85,595,  's  estimated  to  be  fully  100,000. 


On  the  12th  inst.  the  peasant  Gontcharuk,  who  is 
under  arrest  in  connection  with  the  murder  of  a 
Jewish  boy  at  Fastov,  is  to  be  tried  at  Kiev  on  a 
charge  of  having  participated  in  a  pogrom  several 
yearsago.  He  could  not  be  brought  to  justice  at  the 
time  of  the  outrage  because  the  authorities  were 


VERA  TCHEBERYAK. 

More   Libel  Actions  Against  Journalists 
Dismissed. 

Another  echo  of  the  Beilis  case  was  heard  at  the 
Kiev  District  Court  on  Jnne  1st,  when  a  journalist 
named  Alexander  Yablo&ovsky  was  charged  with 
having  libelled  Vera  Tcheberyak  in  an  article  pub- 
lished in  the  Kievskaya  Mysl.  The  plaintiff  declared 
that  the  statements  contained  in  the  article,  which 
sought  to  connect  her  with  the  murder  of  Andrew 
Vuschinsky,  were  inventions  pure  and  simple. 

The  first  witness  to  be  heard  was  Lieut. -Colonel 
Ivanoff,  who  deposed  that  the  inquiry  into  the 
Yuschinsky  murder  ca*e  furnished  strong  grounds 
for  suspecting  Vera  Tcheberyak  of  being  concerned 
in  the  murder,  although  no  positive  facts  could  be 
established. 

In  reply  to  Advocate  Leshtch,  witness  stated  that 
Tcheberyak  had  endeavoured  on  several  occasions 
to  lead  the  authorities  on  a  false  track.  She  had 
denounced  to  him  various  persons  who  had  proved 
to  be  perfectly  innocent.  On  one  occasion  she 
called  upm  him  and  confessed  that  hitherto  she  had 
been  lying,  but  that  now  she  would  reveal  the  whole 
truth  ;  she  then  named  Mille  as  one  of  Vuschinsky's 
murderers.  On  inquiry,  however,  he  found  her 
information  with  regard  both  to  Mille  and  to  other 
persons  to  be  absolutely  false. 

Witness  admitted,  in  reply  to  Advocate  Leshtch, 
that  the  facts  set  out  in  the  Kn  •vlanin  article,  described 
as  a  report  of  a  private  inquiry  by  Krassovsky,  had 
been  officially  established  by  himself. 

The  next  witness  was  the  Examining  Magistrate 
Fenenko,  who  confirmed  the  statement  that  Tcheber- 
yak's  flat  was  a  thieves'  den. 

"No   Doubt  Whatever." 

In  answer  to  Advocate  Leshtch,  who  inquired 
whether  there  was  any  connection  between  Tche- 
beryak and  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky,  M.  Fenenko 
said  that  he  had  no  doubt  whatever  of  Tcheberyak's 
participation  in  the  crime. 

Asked  whether  there  were  any  solid  grounds  for 
locating  the  murder  at  Tcheberyak  s  flat,  witness 
replied  : — 

"I  examined  the  flat  and  searched  among  the 
rags,  and  there  were  indications  that  those  rags  had 
been  soaked  with  blood." 

Counsel :  "  Did  Vera  Tcheberyak  endeavour  to 
mislead  the  inquiry  ? " 

Witness :  "  Yes,  the  whole  time.  Among  others 
she  positively  misled  Mischuk.  It  was  she  who 
persuaded  Mischuk  that  Yuschinsky  had  been  killed 
by  his  own  mother  and  stepfather." 

Counsel :  "  Did  you  hear  the  Public  Prosecutor's 
speech  at  the  Beilis  trial  on  that  point  ?" 

Witness  :  "  Yes,  Assistant-Procureur  Yipper  stated 
point-blank  in  his  speech  that  the  overcoat  of  the 
murdered  boy  Yuschinsky  was  found  at  Tcheberyak's 
flat." 

Counsel :  "Did  the  Prosecutor  for  the  partie  civile, 
Shmakoff,  make  any  references  in  his  speech  to 
Tcheberyak  ?  " 

Witness  :  "  I  did  not  hear  his  speech,  but  I  know 
that  before  the  trial  began  Shmakoff  expressed  sur- 
prise that  Tcheberyak  was  not  placed  in  the  dock." 

After  various  other  witnesses  had  been  examined, 
the  Court  acquitted  M.  Yablonovsky.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  a  few  weeks  ago  a  similar  libel 
action  brought  by  Yera  Tcheberyak  against  another 
journalist  was  also  dismissed. 

A  Third  Case. 

Yet  a  third  action  of  the  same  character  has 
resulted  in  the  acquittal  of  M.  Semyanovsky,  charged 
with  having  libelled  Yera  Tcheberyak  by  reprinting 
the  Kicvlanins  report  of  the  results  of  the  private 
inquiry  into  the  Yuschinsky  murder  case. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Ivanoff  and  M.  Fenenko  once  more 
appeared  as  witnesses.  After  repeating  his  con- 
viction of  Tcheberyak's  complicity  in  the  crime,  M. 
Fenenko  proceeded  : — 

"  My  own  conviction  was  not  sufficient,  and  I  was 
collecting  the  material  facts ;  and,  if  I  did  not 
prosecute  Vera  Tcheberyak,  it  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  case  was  taken  out  of  my  hands.  Xor  did 
Lieut. -Colonel  Ivanoff  entertain  any  doubt  as  to  the 
murder  of  Yuschinsky  having  been  accomplished  by 
Yera  Tcheberyak.  Although  this  was  a  matter  of 
common  talk  throughout  the  suburb  of  Lukyanovka, 
none  of  the  witnesses  when  appearing  before  me 
dared  to  state  the  whole  truth,  the  suburb  being 
kept  in  a  state  of  terror." 

Asked  about  the  anonymous  letter  signed  "A 
Christian, '  in  which  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky  was 
aucribed  for  the  first  time  to  "  ritual "  motives,  M. 
Fenenko  replied  : — 

"The  inquiryinto  this  incident  proved  that  the  letter 
emanated  from  one  of  Tcheberyak's  gang,  although 
the  actual  writer  could  not  be  discovered.  He  was, 
however,  undoubtedly  one  of  the  assassins,  since 
among  other  things  the  letter  contained  an  exact 
description  of  the  nature  of  the  wounds  even  before 
we  had  ascertained  their  character  ourselves.'' 


PRESIDENTIAL  CRISIS. 

Breach  Between  the  Octobrists  and  the 
Opposition. 

The  scene  in  the  Duma  which  arose  from  a 
passage  of  arms  between  Professor  Miliukoff  and 
M.  Shubinsky,  and  which  led  to  the  resignation  of 
M.  Konovaloff,  a  Vice-President  of  the  Duma,  has 
had  for  its  sequel  the  resignation  of  the  entire 
Presidium. 

M.  Konovaloff  resigned  his  post  because  of  the 
failure  of  the  President  of  the  Duma,  M.  Rodzianko, 
and  the  Senior  Vice-  President,  M.  Yarun-Sekret,  to 
support  his  demand  for  M.  Shubinsky's  suspension 
from  the  Duma.  At  the  same  time  M.  Rjevsky,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Duma,  also  tendered  his  resignation 
by  way  of  evincing  his  sympathy  with  his  colleague. 

M.  Konovaloff  and  M.  Rjevsky  are  both  Pro- 
gressists, and  by  the  arrangement  entered  into  at 
the  election  of  the  Presidium  represented  the  Left 
benches  of  the  Duma,  while  the  President  and  Senior 
Vice-President,  who  are  both  Octobrists,  repre- 
sented the  Right.  In  accordance  with  this  arrange- 
ment the  withdrawal  of  the  Progressist  members 
necessitated  also  the  resignation  of  the  Octobrists, 
and  thus  it  became  necessary  to  elect  an  entirely 
new  Presidential  body. 

At  first  it  was  proposed  that  the  old  Presidium 
should  be  re-elected.  But  M.  Konovaloff  declined 
to  stand  again  unless  he  had  some  sort  of  assurance 
that  the  majority  in  the  Duma  would  support  the 
Deputies'  Immunity  Bill.  The  Octobrists  refused  to 
commit  themselves  in  advance  to  vote  for  this 
measure,  although  they  profess  to  stand  for  liberty 
of  speech  in  the  Duma,  lest  it  might  be  thought  that 
they  were  acting  under  orders  from  the  Progressists. 
The  name  of  M.  Konovaloff  was  therefore  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  Duma  for  re-election  as  Vice-President. 

In  these  circumstances  neither  the  Progressists  nor 
the  Cadets  took  any  part  in  the  voting  for  the  Presi- 
dential candidates.  Supported  by  the  votesof  the  Octo- 
brists, the  Centre,  the  Nationalists,  and  the  Right,  MM. 
Rodzianko  and  Yarun-Sekret  were  re-elected  to  their 
former  offices,  and  M.  Protopopoff,  an  Octobrist,  was 
appointed  to  succeed  M.  Konovaloff  as  Vice-Pre- 
sident. 

On  the  Opposition  benches  a  growing  distrust  of 
the  Octobrists  is  being  manifested. 


JEW-BAITING  METHODS. 

A  Source  of  Blackmail  and  the  Road  to 
Official  Promotion. 

On  June  1st  the  District  Court  of  Kursk,  after  a 
three  days'  hearing,  acquitted  four  Jews  who  were 
charged  with  engaging  in  commerce  in  contraven- 
tion of  Article  1,171,  which  restricts  the  right  of 
Jews  to  trade  beyond  the  Pale  of  Settlement.  Three 
of  the  accused  resided  at  Kursk  on  the  strength  of 
the  late  M.  Stolypin's  circular,  and  the  fourth  in 
virtue  of  Clause  3  of  the  Imperial  Order  of  1893,  the 
necessary  permit  having  been  granted  to  him  in 
1896  on  the  petition  of  the  Kursk  Assembly  of 
Nobility. 

In  order  to  blackmail  the  Jews,  or  to  obtain  pro- 
motion by  a  display  of  zeal  in  persecuting  them,  the 
officials  have  invented  the  ingenious  theory  that 
permits  of  residence  granted  to  Jews  beyond  the 
Pale  do  not  confer  upon  them  the  right  of  engaging 
in  trade  in  those  districts. 

Counsel  for  the  defence  argued  that  prison 
officials  might  in  the  same  way  hold  that  remission 
of  a  sentence  of  detth  did  not  entitle  the  reprieved 
convict  to  partake  of  food  or  drink. 

A  few  days  after  the  acquittals  recorded  above, 
five  other  Jews  were  sentenced  by  the  same  Court  to 
expulsion  from  the  province  of  Kursk. 

Altogether  the  province  ruled  by  MM.  Markoff  and 
Purishkevitch  has  beaten  the  record  for  persecution 
of  the  Jews  with  regard  to  their  right  of  residence. 
Indeed,  the  Senate  has  been  struck  by  the  fact  that 
half  the  number  of  appeals  against  unlawful  expul- 
sions brought  before  the  Supreme  Court  come  from 
the  government  of  Kursk.  The  Assistant-Minister 
of  the  Interior,  M.  Zolotareff,  was  recently  con- 
strained to  make  representations  to  Governor  Muratoff 
that  he  should  moderate  his  zeal  in  that  respect. 

The  irrepressible  Governor,  however,  took  no 
notice  of  the  intimation,  being  convinced  that  the 
persecution  of  the  Jews  on  any  or  no  pretext  was 
the  surest  method  of  ingratiating  himself  with  the 
central  Government.  M.  Muratoff  was  therefore 
somewhat  disappointed  at  the  result  of  his  recent 
audience  with  M.  Nicholas  Maklakoff,  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  who  enjoined  upon  him  the  necessity 
of  confining  his  Jew-baiting  proclivities,  however 
laudable  they  might  be,  within  the  limits  of  the  law, 
and,  while  applying  in  doubtful  cases  to  the  Senate, 
to  await  the  latter's  decision  before  actually  proceed- 
ing to  carry  out  decrees  of  expulsion. 


June  Id.  1914. 
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NOTES. 


Octobrists  and  the  Opposition. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  recent  scene  in  the 
Duma,  followed  by  a  crisis  on  the  Presidential 
bench,  has  caused  a  breach  bet  ween  the  Octobrists 
on  the  one  hand  and  the  Progressists  and  Cadets 
on  the  other.  The  violent  conflict  between  M. 
Shubinsky,  an  Octobrist  of  the  Right,  and  Pro- 
fessor Miliukoff,  the  famous  Cadet  leader,  was 
sufficient  of  itself  to  embitter  the  relations  existing 
between  these  groups.  But  it  appears  that  there 
is  a  deeper  and  more  powerful  political  difference 
tending  once  more  to  separate  them.  The  Pro- 
gressists and  the  Cadets  are  convinced  that  the 
Duma  can  serve  no  useful  purpose  as  a  legislative 
body  until  it  has  passed  the  measure  which  pro- 
vides that  deputies  shall  be  immune  from 
prosecution  for  speeches  delivered  in  the  House. 
The  attitude  of  the  Octobrists  towards  this 
Bill  is  somewhat  doubtful.  They  profess 
to  stand  for  liberty  of  speech  in  the 
Duma,  but  they  will  not  commit  themselves 
in  advance  to  support  of  the  measure,  and 
a  feeling  of  profound  distrust  is  consequently 
growing  on  the  Opposition  benches.  So  strongly 
does  M.  Konovaloff  feel  on  this  subject  that, 
having  resigned  the  post  of  Vice-President  of 
the  Duma  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  his 
colleagues  to  support  him  in  dealing  with  the 
Shubinsky-Miliukoff  scene,  he  has  refused  to 
stand  for  re-election  as  long  as  the  Octobrists 
decline  to  pledge  themselves  to  support  the 
Immunity  Bill.  The  situation  that  has  thus 
arisen,  is  particularly  unfortunate  in  view  of  the 
welcome  rapprochement  between  the  Octobrists 
and  the  more  moderate  groups  of  the  Oppo- 
sition that  appeared  to  be  well  on  the  way 
towards  consolidation ;  and  no  doubt  there  is 
great  glee  in  the  Right  and  Nationalist 
camps.  We  are  not  without  hope,  however, 
that  the  breach  will  soon  be  healed,  especially  as 
we  cannot  bring  ourselves  to  believe  that  the 
Octobrists  will  actually  fail  to  support  the 
Immunity  Bill. 

War  Upon  Education. 

The  debate  on  the  Estimates  of  the  Ministry 
of  Education  has  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  yet 
another  vote  of  censure,  accompanied  by  the 
reduction  of  the  grant  demanded.  M.  Kasso 
was  not  present  to  hear  the  trenchant  criticisms 
of  his  policy  in  which  speaker  after  speaker 
indulged.  It  would  be  charitable  to  suppose 
that  a  sense  of  shame  kept  him  away.  The 
retention  of  this  Minister  in  office  is  one  of  the 
worst  scandals  in  Russian  political  life,  and  one 
of  the  greatest  insults  to  public  opinion  ever 
offered  by  the  Government.  Not  only  has  M. 
Kasso  ruined  the  cause  of  education  in  Russia, 
but  he  is  a  man  of  notoriously  dubious  charac- 
ter, having  quite  recently  played  the  central 
figure  in  an  affair  which  led  to  a  terrible  tragedy, 
and  which  in  any  other  country  but  Russia 
would  have  closed  the  public  career  of  its  chief 
participant.  In  spite,  however,  of  the  publicity 
given  to  this  episode  in  the  Press,  the  Minister 


of  Public  Instruction  not  only  remains  where  he 
was,  but  has  the  hardihood  to  carry  his  campaign 
against  education  to  even  more  extreme  lengths 
than  before.  In  particular  he  has  of  late  been 
placing  unprecedented  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  educational  activities  of  the  local  govern- 
ment bodies  ;  in  this  he  shows  himself  to  be  a 
worthy  colleague  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior. 
In  M.  Kasso's  view  the  interests  of  the  Monarchy 
are  best  served  by  keeping  the  people  in  a  state 
of  ignorance,  and  this  ideal  he  sets  himself  con- 
sistently to  realise. 


Russian  Students  Abroad. 

A  striking  commentary  on  the  policy  pursued 
by  the  Russian  Minister  of  Education  is  fur- 
nished by  the  proceedings  at  a  conference  of 
Russian  students  and  professors  from  all  the 
Western  European  Universities  which  has  just 
been  held  at  Berne.  A  resolution  was  unani- 
mously passed  to  the  effect  that  the  only  com- 
plete solution  of  the  Russian  University  question 
lies  in  Russia  having  a  "really  free  University," 
and  that  in  the  meantime  the  most  important 
thing  to  do  is  to  found  a  University  for  Russian 
students  somewhere  in  Western  Europe.  The 
chief  victims  of  educational  oppression  in  Russia 
are,  of  course,  the  Jews.  In  the  St.  Petersburg 
and  Moscow  Universities  they  may  not  form 
more  than  3  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of 
students,  and  in  all  other  places  outside  the  Pale 
not  more  than  5  per  cent.  ;  while  even  within 
the  Pale  itself  a  10  per  cent,  limit  is  imposed. 
Naturally,  therefore,  a  large  proportion  of  those 
Russian  Jews  who  desire  a  higher  education  have 
to  seek  it  in  other  countries.  But  they  are  not 
the  only  Russians  who  are  forced  to  seek  the 
hospitality  of  foreign  seats  of  learning.  A  vast 
number,  both  students  and  professors,  are  con- 
tinually driven  abroad  by  the  deadening  and 
inquisitorial  regime  obtaining  in  the  Russian 
Universities,  where  all  initiative  is  fiercely 
repressed,  where  instruction  is  made  to  wait 
upon  the  whims  of  the  Okhrana,  and  whence  the 
most  brilliant  representatives  of  scholarship 
have  been  forcibly  removed.  In  Russia  educa- 
tion is  in  fetters  ;  no  wonder,  then,  that  the 
flower  of  the  country's  intellect  is  seeking  a 
kindlier  soil  under  foreign  skies.  The  founda- 
tion of  a  Russian  University  abroad  is  all  the 
more  urgent  in  view  of  the  recent  decision  of 
Berlin  University  not  to  admit  any  more  Russian 
students  until  further  notipe,  on  the  ground  that 
that  institution  is  in  danger  of  being  swamped 
by  the  ever-increasing  influx  of  Russian  students. 
We  wish  the  new  project  every  success,  aud  con- 
dole in  advance  with  Russia  on  the  imminent 
loss  of  thousands  more  of  her  best  sons,  who, 
like  Professor  Metchnikoff,  Dr.  Haffkine,  and 
countless  others,  will  give  to  other  countries  the 
glory  that  should  have  been  her  own. 

The  Masters  of  Northern  Persia. 

The  situation  in  Northern  Persia  as  described 
by  the  Teheran  correspondent  of  the  Times 
justifies  the  worst  forebodings  that  were 
expressed  at  the  beginning  of  the  Russian 
campaign  of  aggression.  In  Azerbaijan  the 
authority  of  the  central  Persian  Government  is 
openly  flouted  by  the  Governor-General,  Shuja- 
ed-Dowleh.  who  has  taken  the  collection  of  the 
taxes  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Belgian  revenue 
officials  and  is  himself  disposing  of  their  pro- 
ceeds. In  this  he  enjoys  the  support  of  the 
Russian  Consul- General,  M.  Orloff,  who,  in  reply 
to  protests,  declared  that  he  approved  of  the  action 
of  the  Governor-General  and  that  nothing 
would  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  his 
"  well-concerted  "  plans.  The  commander  of  the 
Cossack  Brigade  openly  repudiates  the  authority 
of  the  Persian  Government,  refusing  to  act 
except  at  the  instance  of  the  Russian  Consul- 
General  ;  and  it  is  further  stated  that  the 
Russian  Post-office  system  is  about  to  be 
inaugurated    in_  TtJier^^^^^L^^^^^^^^^^ 


Belgian  who  succeeded  Mr.  Morgan  Shuster  as 
Treasurer-General,  is  being  accused  by  the 
Teheran  Press  of  having  sold  the  freedom  of 
Persia  by  an  arrangement  whereby  the  revenues 
of  Azerbaijan  are  made  over  to  Russia ;  but  he 
declares  that  this  outrage  has  been  perpetrated 
in  spite  of  his  remonstrances.  We  readily 
accept  M.  Mornard's  disclaimer  ;  but  the  fact  is 
clear  that  the  Russian  authorities  have  made 
themselves  masters  of  Azerbaijan  to  such  an 
extent  that  they  are  able,  through  the  agency  of 
Shuja-ed-Dowleh,  to  seize  the  taxes  and  in  other 
ways  usurp  the  power  of  the  central  Government. 


Dismemberment. 

These  disclosures  throw  some  light  on  M. 
Sazonoff's  references  to  Persian  affairs  in  his 
recent  address  to  the  Duma.  In  the  Northern 
provinces,  including  Azerbaijan,  he  explained, 
order  was  still  dependent  on  the  presence  of 
Russian  troops,  and  this  prevented  Russia  from 
recalling  them  at  the  present  time.  We  now 
see  that  whatever  disorder  is  prevalent  in  Azer- 
baijan arises  from  the  conspiracy  entered  into 
by  the  Russian  authorities  with  Shuja-ed- 
Dowleh,  and  that  the  presence  of  the  Russian 
troops  is  required  in  order  to  secure  to  Russia 
the  spoils  she  has  criminally  seized.  The  Times 
correspondent  declares  that  "  the  dismember- 
ment of  Persia  never  appeared  so  threatening  as 
to-day."  But  dismemberment  is  the  fate  which 
many  of  us  have  predicted  for  Persia  for  the  past 
two  years  or  more.  The  action  of  Russia  in  the 
Northern  provinces  of  that  country,  we  have  long 
insisted,  amounts  to  nothing  less  than  an  armed 
occupation.  Thousands  of  troops  have  been 
poured  into  the  country,  and  only  an  insignifi- 
cant fraction  of  them  withdrawn.  And  now 
those  who  formerly  professed  to  be  blind  to  the 
meaning  of  these  operations  are  being  compelled 
to  admit  the  truth.  The  cynical  denial  of  the 
authority  of  the  Persian  Government  to  which 
the  responsible  Russian  officials  have  openly 
committed  themselves  has  caused  a  panic  in 
the  breasts  of  even  the  most  sanguine  supporters 
of  the  Entente.  There  is  cause  for  grave  fear, 
however,  that  the  cry  of  alarm  has  been  raised 
too  late  to  save  Persia. 


PRISON  HORRORS. 


Inhuman  System  Described  in  the  Duma. 

The  Russian  prison  system  was  loudly  denounced 
in  the  Duma  when  the  Estimates  of  the  Prisons 
Department  came  up  for  discussion. 

M.  Alexandroff  (Cadet)  said  that  the  public  could 
not  forget  that  under  the  Russian  political  system  the 
most  inoffensive  and  most  talented  representatives  of 
the  Russian  people,  such  as  Dostoyevsky(that  genuine 
embodiment  of  the  Russian  national  genius),  Tcherny- 
shevsky,  and  Korolenko,  were  bound  to  find  them- 
selves in  prison.  The  same  fate  had  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  the  members  of  the  first  Duma.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  the  prisons  was  deplorable ;  50  per 
cent,  of  their  tuberculous  inmates  had  contracted  the 
dreaded  disease  within  their  walls.  The  prisoners 
were  distributed  in  a  most  irrational  fashion,  with 
the  result  that  the  prisons  were  breeding-places  for 
all  kinds  of  vices.  The  prison  regime  was  so  inhu- 
man that  suicides  were  frequent  among  the  prisoners. 

M.  Shagoff  (Social  Democrat)  said  that  every  day 
social  workers  disappeared  through  the  prison  gates, 
through  which  many  of  them  never  again  emerged. 
Since  the  promulgation  of  Constitutional  liberty  in 
Russia  over  forty  thousand  persons  had  been  con- 
demned for  political  offences  ;  of  these  three  thou- 
sand had  been  executed,  and  over  ten  thousand  sent 
to  penal  servitude.  He  read  a  number  of  letters 
describing  the  awful  conditions  of  life  endured  by 
the  convicts. 

M.  Kerensky  (Labour)  referred  to  the  recent  con- 
ference of  prison  officials,  at  which  the  boast  had 
been  made  that  such  prisons  as  Kresty  were  the  deligh  t 
of  Europe.  But  within  those  "  model  palaces  "  they 
had  set  up  torture-chambers.  The  Saratov  Court 
had  acquitted  forty-nine  convicts  charged  with 
having  escaped  from  penal  servitude,  for  it  was  learnt 
that  they  had  only  escaped  in  order  that  they  might 
be  brought  before  a  court  of  law,  and  thus  have  an 
opportunity  of  telling  the  judges  that  both  they  and 
their  comrades  were  doomed  to  death,  and  that  the 
Russian  prison  was  not  only  an  inferno  but  a  breed- 
ing-place for  consumption.  The  prison  doctors,  said 
M.  Kerensky,  found  it  impossible  to  cure  prisoners, 
as  with  only  nine  kopecks  allowed  for  his  keep  in 
prison  any  healthy  man  must  become  an  invalid, 
doomed  to  die  within  two  years.  It  was  idle  to  speak 
of  a  European  penitentiary  system  when  lunatics  were 
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EDUCATION   AND  POLITICS. 


The  Government's  Struggle  to  Perpetuate 
Ignorance. 

Owing  to  the  fear  of  a  hostile  reception,  M.  Kasso, 
the  Minister  of  Education,  elected  to  absent  himself 
from  the  Duma  on  May  30th,  when  the  Estimates  of 
his  Department  were  discussed. 

The  Reporter  of  the  Budget  Committee,  M.  Kova- 
levsky  (Octobrist),  referring  to  the  declaration  made 
last  year  by  the  representative  of  the  Ministry  of 
Education,  announcing  the  commencement  of  a  cam- 
paign for  the  benefit  of  the  Russian  schools,  said  that 
the  promise  had  been  redeemed  in  a  peculiar  fashion. 
The  Ministry  had,  indeed,  started  a  campaign,  but 
not  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools,  which  it  neglected 
and  only  used  as  a  pretext  for  waging  open  war 
against  the  Legislative  Chambers  and  the  local 
government  bodies.  A  Ministerial  circular,  issued  on 
February  26th,  had  prohibited  all  the  principals  of 
schools  and  the  officials  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment from  furnishing  any  information  to  the  Duma 
Committees.  The  Ministry  was  indifferent  to  the 
insufficiency  of  school  buildings,  and  treated  with 
hostility  all  attempts  of  the  Duma  to  wipe  out  the 
building  fund  deficit,  which  already  amounted  to 
38  million  roubles.  The  Ministry  was  man(i:uvring 
against  being  supplied  with  supplementary  funds, 
and  was  shirking  any  adequate  settlement  of  the 
matter. 

"Bight  About  Turn." 

The  Assistant-Minister  of  Education  had  not  even 
shrunk  from  declaring  in  the  Duma  that  any  depart- 
ment was  entitled,  at  its  own  desire  and  caprice,  to 
block  the  action  of  the  Legislature.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Ministry  conducted  a  systematic  campaign 
against  every  manifestation  of  local  public  initiative. 
Circulars  were  being  issued  which  were  calculated 
to  undermine  the  existing  system  of  government 
and  which  exerted  a  paralysing  influence  on  all  local 
activity.  Many  devoted  educationists  were  wearing 
themselves  out  in  their  endeavours  to  file  down  the 
acute  contradiction  that  existed  between  these 
circulars  and  the  law.  The  Ministry  of  Education 
had  even  gone  further  than  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior  and  the  Holy  Synod,  which  stuck  to  the 
principle  that  the  Duma  had  no  right  to  argue,  but 
merely  to  vote  the  grants  demanded.  This  Depart- 
ment was  willing  to  relieve  the  Duma  even  of  the 
latter  function,  and  rather  resented  the  voting  of  new 
credits.  The  Ministry's  watchword  was  "  Right 
about  turn,''  and  it  did  not  care  to  what  distance  and 
at  what  cost  it  retrogressed  as  long  as  it  avoided  the 
slightest  suspicion  of  sympathising  with  progress. 
With  this  object  it  did  not  mind  going  back  to  the 
middle  of  the  last  century,  and  wiping  out  with  one 
stroke  of  the  pen  the  achievements  of  three  genera- 
tions. 

The  present  Minister  of  Education  had  only  shown 
himself  twice  in  the  Duma,  and  only  then  for  the 
purpose  of  ridiculing  interpellations.  M.  Kovalevsky 
concluded  with  the  following  quotation  from  an 
article  recently  published  over  the  signature  of  "  A 
Monarchist "  : — 

"  Ignorance  has  never  been  a  constructive  political 
force,  and  no  monarchy  has  ever  been  destroyed  by 
education.  The  destructive  element  has  always 
been  the  Government's  isolation  from  the  public, 
mutual  misunderstanding,  and  the  Government's 
endeavour  to  ignore  the  lawful  demands  of  the 
public,  and  to  impede  its  legitimate  and  natural 
development.''  (Applause  from  the  Centre  and 
Left.; 

Unsatisfied  Local  Needs. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  M.  Xovikoff  (Cadet), 
the  deputy  for  M  oscow.  The  Ministry  of  Educa- 
tion, he  said,  which  treated  in  such  unceremonious 
fashion  the  modest  and  reduced  demands  of  the  by 
no  means  radical  Duma,  was  not  likely  to  supply 
local  needs  for  whose  satisfaction  the  population  was 
clamouring.  The  local  government  bodies  had 
played  a  leading  part  in  the  matter  of  primary  educa- 
tion, in  spite  of  all  the  impediments  placed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Education  in  the  way  of  the  Zemstvos 
and  municipalities.  In  1912,  by  one  of  its  infringe- 
ments of  the  law,  the  Ministry  had  issued  regulations 
for  the  Zemstvo  schools,  on  the  strength  of  which 
the  school  libraries  were  in  many  cases  deprived  of 
as  much  as  nine-tenths  of  their  contents.  One 
Government  Inspector  had  refused  to  sanction  the 
list  of  books  presented  by  the  Byelo/.crsk  Zemstvo 
on  the  ground  that,  owing  to  the  omission  to 
indicate  the  names  of  the  publishers  and  place 
of  printing,  he  was  unable  to  obtain  the  "  unknown  " 
volumes  for  the  purpose  of  revision.  The  books  that 
were  "unknown"  to  the  Government  Inspector 
included  such  classics  as  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,  Gulliver's 
Travels,  and  works  by  Dickens  and  Mark  Twain. 
The  boasted  assistance  rendered  by  the  Government 
"  "■><!  :,. '.las/;  ,  had  been  of  such  a  kind 


very  thought  lest  the  Government  might  take  it  into 
its  head  again  to  render  them  assistance. 

After  referring  to  the  persecution  of  the  primary 
teachers  who  had  attended  the  officially  authorised 
Teachers'  Conference,  M.  Xovikoff  proceeded  : — 

"  In  the  sphere  of  primary  education,  instead  of 
serving  as  a  model  of  legality  and  decency,  the 
policy  of  the  Ministry  constitutes  a  system  of  unre- 
strained arbitrariness,  which  occasionallyeven  resorts 
to  methods  of  provocation.  One  feels  pained  and 
outraged  when  the  great  cause  of  primary  education 
lies  in  the  hands  of  those  who,  far  from  sympathising 
with  its  progress,  are  turning  it  into  an  instrument  of 
low  police  intrigues."    (Applause  from  the  Left.) 

In  the  sphere  of  intermediate  education  the 
Government  was  also  far  behind  the  times,  and  even 
lagged  behind  private  initiative.  Against  thirty-seven 
Government  grammar-schools  for  girls  there  existed 
about  eight  hundred  private  schools,  which  were 
continually  snubbed  and  oppressed  by  the  State  autho- 
rities. The  difficulty  of  managing  private  schools 
lay  not  in  the  direction  of  the  pupils'  studies,  but  in 
the  ability  to  steer  one's  course  through  the  flood  of 
Ministerial  and  other  official  circulars,  which  were 
generally  in  flat  contradiction  to  all  educational 
requirements. 

Suppressive  Energy. 

While  refraining  from  creative  work,  the  Ministry 
displayed  a  wonderful  energy  in  the  sphere  of  sup- 
pression. M.  Lubenetz,  a  popular  educationist  and 
a  man  of  moderate  opinions,  was  hurriedly  dismissed 
by  telegram  without  being  allowed,  in  spite  of  the 
Curator's  petition,  to  complete  his  task  of  introducing 
universal  primary  education  into  the  government  of 
Kiev.  He  was  replaced  by  an  employee  in  a  theat- 
rical office.  The  Ministry's  favourites  were  incap- 
able and  ignorant  teachers  ;  one  of  these,  employed 
at  Novorossiysk,  was  in  the  habit  of  initiating  girl- 
pupils  into  the  piquancies  of  the  Decameron  and 
the  confession  formularies  for  Roman  Catholic 
women. 

The  Ministry  was  vigorously  pushing  the  sale  of  a 
book  entitled  The  Story  of  the  Russian  Land,  whose 
price  was  eight  roubles,  and  whose  author,  General 
Netchvolodoff,  described  four-legged  Centaurs  and 
fabulous  Amazons  as  the  glorious  ancestors  of  the 
Slavs.  This  same  writer  could  not  even  bring  him- 
self to  censure  the  cruelties  of  Ivan  the  Terrible, 
whose  character  he  endeavoured  to  whitewash.  No 
wonder  that  the  Duma  Library  Committee  had 
refused  to  order  his  book,  and  even  the  Holy  Synod 
declined  to  admit  it  into-  the  parish  schools.  The 
Ministry  of  Education,  however,  had  forced  the  book 
by  means  of  repeated  circulars  on  all  the  primary 
and  intermediate  schools. 

In  the  Universities. 

Speaking  of  the  arbitrary  treatment  of  the  uni- 
versities, M.  Novikoff  mentioned  the  case  of  a  highly 
respected  Moscow  professor  who  was  ordered  to 
hand  over  his  laboratory  to  an  inferior  man.  The 
latter's  only  claim  to  educational  distinction  was  that 
he  was  related  to  a  lady  who  stood  high  in  the  favour 
of  the  Ministry  of  Education. 

Another  evil  was  the  encouragement  of  informers. 
The  "  Unionist"  Professor  Merejkovsky,  now  a  fugi- 
tive from  justice,  had  obtained  the  removal  of  the 
best  professors  of  Kazan  University  by  denouncing 
them  to  the  Government.  A  whole  galaxy  of 
scientists  had  been  expelled  from  and  refused  admis- 
sion to  universities  whose  chairs  remained  vacant, 
although  in  many  cases  the  Ministry  did  not  scruple 
to  fill  them  with  Land  Captains. 

"We  believe,"  concluded  M.  Novikoff,  "that  the 
Russian  people  will  soon  rid  itself  of  the  hard  and 
shameful  yoke  which  is  choking  it  and  under  which 
it  groans,  and  that  the  rising  generation  will  be  saved 
from  the  irresponsible  power  of  a  Minister  who 
prefers  detectives,  informers,  and  private  rooms  to 
the  sacred  cause  of  education — of  a  Minister  whose 
conscience  is  indelibly  stained  with  the  blood  of  the 
youth  who  has  perished  through  his  sin."  (Loud 
and  prolonged  cheers  from  the  Left.) 

Ministers'  School  Days. 

M.  Ivanoff  (Cadet)  spoke  of  the  position  of  the 
intermediate  schools,  where  a  monstrous  system  of 
espionage  was  in  force,  where  "Black  Hundred" 
principles  were  encouraged,  and  from  which  young 
men  were  deported  wholesale  on  mere  suspicion.  Even 
some  of  the  present  Ministers  had  experienced  such 
conditions.  The  speaker  knew  many  persons  who 
had  been  confined  in  the  Boutyrki  prison,  along  with 
the  present  Minister  of  the  Interior,  having  been 
implicated  in  political  cases  together  with  State- 
Secretary  Kryjanovsky.  But  the  Ministers  had  for- 
gotten their  youth  altogether,  and  were  doing 
nothing  to  alleviate  the  fate  of  the  unhappy  boys  who 
were  prosecuted  on  the  strength  of  a  mere  detective's 
report.) 

M.  Ivanoff  further  referred  to  the  disturbances 
indulged  in  at  Kiev  by  the  "  Academism  "  and  their 
influence  on  the  high  schools,  and  declared  that  the 
display  of  a  peculiar  kind  of  "  patriotic  "  zeal  was  the 
surest  means  of  currying  favour  with  the  Ministry  of 
Education. 


amendment  reducing  the  grant  for  travelling  expense-, 
by  73>ooo  roubles,  in  spite  of  the  protests  raised  by 
Baron  Taube,  the  Assistant-Minister  of  Education. 

A   Vote   of  Censure. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  debate,  the  following 
resolution,  introduced  by  the  Left  Octobrists,  was 
adopted  by  143  votes  to  84,  the  minority  being  com- 
posed of  the  Right  and  the  Nationalists  : — 

"Whereas  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction, 
neglecting  the  vital  needs  of  the  country  and  the 
insistent  desires  of  the  Imperial  Duma,  not  only 
makes  no  attempt  to  carry  out  most  essential 
reforms,  long  overdue,  in  all  branches  of  public 
education,  but  even  places  impediments  in  the 
way  of  their  realisation  when  such  reforms  are 
projected  at  the  initiative  of  the  legislative  insti- 
tutions, the  Imperial  Duma  is  of  opinion  : — 

"(1)  That  such  systematic  and  consistent 
neglect  by  the  Minister  of  his  direct  duties  in 
the  sphere  of  public  education  must  inevitably 
and  most  deplorably  affect  the  general  growth 
of  culture  among  the  Russian  population. 

"(2)  That  the  restrictions  placed  upon  the 
work  of  the  local  public  bodies  in  matters  of 
education  still  further  increase  and  accentuate 
the  objectionable  character  of  the  Minister's 
policy. 

Neglect   of  Public  Opinion. 

"(3)  That  the  Minister's  reluctance  to  take 
any  account  of  public  opinion,  and  in  particular 
of  the  parents'  inalienable  right  to  watch  closely 
the  acts  of  the  department  which  is  called  upon 
to  educate,  instruct,  and  to  develop  the  growing 
generation — the  pledge  of  the  future  welfare  of 
the  country — destroys  the  confidence  of  those 
most  interested  in  the  schools. 

"  (4)  That  the  Minister  s  present  attitude 
towards  the  use  of  native  languages  in  the 
schools  is  exciting  among  the  non-Russian 
population  hostile  feeling  towards  the  Govern- 
ment, thereby  causing  injury  to  the  interests  of 
the  Russian  State. 

"  Therefore  the  Imperial  Duma,  in  the  execu- 
tion of   its  duty,  feels  compelled  to  call  the 
Government's  attention  to  the  fact  that  such 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  development  of    the  country's 
spiritual  forces  announced  from  the  Throne, 
since  it  retards  for  a  considerable   time  the 
advance  of  Russian  culture.    And  the  Duma 
passes  to  the  order  of  the  day.'' 
The  adoption  of  this  resolution  greatly  exasperated 
M.  Purishkevitch,  of  the  Right,  who  indulged  in 
such  violent  terms  of  abuse  against  the  majority  that, 
on  the  motion  of  the  President,  he  was  excluded  for 
six  sittings.    The  Right  and  the  Nationalists,  at  the 
bidding  of  M.  Zamyslovsky,  left  the  House  in  the 
vain  hope  of  depriving  the  Duma  of  a  quorum,  and 
thus  preventing  the  exclusion  of  their  spokesman. 


FINNISH  LEGISLATION. 


Governor-General's   New  Scheme. 


Our  Helsingfors  correspondent  writes  : — 
The  Governor-General  of  Finland  has  proposed 
that  the  Committee,  consisting  of  six  prominent 
jurists,  appointed  for  three  years  to  elaborate 
Finnish  legislation  should  be  abolished  and  replaced 
by  a  "  department  of  legal  advisers :'  in  the  Senate. 
The  Committee  is  accu:>ed  of  working  too  slowly, 
and  of  opposing  the  principles  on  which  Imperial 
legislation  rests. 

In  future,  it  is  suggested,  the  elaboration  of  Bills 
affecting  Finland  is  to  be  handed  over  to  these  so- 
called  "  legal  advisers,"  who  will  be  appointed  after 
the  Russian  fashion  and  receive  big  salaries. 


THE   PRESS  BILL. 

The  representatives  of  the  Opposition  on  the  Press 
Bill  Committee  have  presented  to  the  Duma  a 
minority  report.  In  this  document  they  point  out 
the  many  grave  defects  of  the  Bill,  which  threatens 
to  become  a  severe  instrument  of  repression  without 
giving  any  guarantees  of  justice.  The  report  em- 
bodies various  amendments  which  aim  at  establishing 
real  liberty  of  speech,  while  setting  up  a  lawful 
system  of  procedure  in  the  case  of  alleged  offences. 


MME.  BRESHKOVSKY. 


The  Irkutsk  correspondent  of  the  Russkoe  Slovo 
reports  that  the  District  Captain  of  Kirensk  has 
resolved  to  subject  Mmc.  Catherine  Breshkovsky  to 
a  year's  imprisonment  for  having  absented  herself 
from  her  place  of  exile.  The  District  Captain's 
order  is  still  awaiting  confirmation  by  the  Governor. 


Bishop  Mitrofan,  of  Podolia,  has  ordered  the 
clergy  of  his  diocese  to  do  their  best  to  ensure  the 
success  of  the  Nationalist  candidates  at  the  municipal 
^^^^^^oi^s. 
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WHY   THE    RUSSIAN  JEWS 
ARE  OPPRESSED. 


In  the  remarkable  leading  article  which  we 
discussed  last  week  the   Times   supported  its 
unworthy    championship    of    the  disabilities 
imposed  on  the  great  mass  of  the  Russian  Jews 
by   an  argument   which — to   borrow   its  own 
phrase — "  betrays  utter  ignorance  of  the  real 
situation."     According  to  the  writer  of  that 
article,  the  Jews  are  rightly  kept  in  bondage 
because    otherwise    they    would    exploit  the 
peasants.     "  There  cannot  be  much  doubt,"  it 
was  stated,  "  that,  were  the  Jews  free  to  move 
and  trade  amongst  them  at  pleasure,  they  would 
very  soon  'eat  up  '  the  tillers  of  the  soil."  We 
have  already  exposed  the  hollowness  of  this  argu- 
ment by  drawing  a  comparison  between  the  con- 
ditions  actually  prevailing   to-day  among  the 
peasants  living  in  the  Jewish  Pale  of  Settlement 
and  those  outside.     We  have  also  pointed  out 
that  the  leaders  of  the  anti-Semitic  campaign  in 
Russia  have  themselves  long  ceased  to  parade 
this  bogey  of  exploitation,  because  statistics  have 
amply   demonstrated   its    unreality.      It  may 
further    be     added     that    on     several  occa- 
sions   representatives    of    the   peasants  have 
approached  the  Government   with    a  view  to 
the  removal   of  Jewish   restrictions-;  this  cer- 
tainly does  not  warrant  the  notion  that  the 
tillers   of   the    soil    have    anything    to  fear 
from  Jewish  freedom.     In  point  of   fact,  the 
Russian  Government  has  never  attempted  to 
protect  the  peasants  from  exploitation  of  any 
kind,  and  to-day  it  allows  them  to  be  mercilessly 
squeezed  by  Orthodox  middlemen  and  non- Jewish 
usurers,  who  at  harvest-time,  when  the  taxes 
have  to  be  paid,  take  advantage  of  their  needs 
with  an  unscrupulousness   favoured    by  their 
monopoly.    It  protects  other  and  less  helpless 
classes  of   the    population — barristers,  doctors, 
dentists,  teachers,  and  so  forth,  whose  ranks  are 
for  the  most  part  closed  against  Jews.    It  even 
protects  artisans.    Some  years  aero  a  Jewish  Tech- 
nical Institute  in  Jitomir  was  closed  by  order  of 
the  Government  on  the  ground  that  the  com- 
petition of  Jews  among  the    artisans  of  that 
district  hindered  the  development  of  handicrafts 
among  the   "original   population."      This,  of 
course,  is  nothing  but  Nationalism  in  its  most 
naked  and  vicious  aspect. 

It  is,  indeed,  on  the  pseudo-patriotic  cry  of 
"  Russia  for  the  Russians  "  that  the  defence  of  the 
anti-Jewish  restrictions  is  to-day  mainly  based. 
The  idea  of  the  Nationalists,  who  rule  Russia,  is 
to  secure  a  monopoly  for  "  real "  Russians  in 
every  branch  of  activity,  and  it  is  for  this  pur- 
pose— not  to  prevent  possible  "exploitation" — 
that  Jewish  competition  is  to  be  annihilated. 
No  attempt  is  made  to  disguise  the  purely  selfish 
character  of  this  policy,  although  its  motive 
masquerades  under  the  cloak  of  "  patriotism." 
It  may  be  doubted,  however,  whether  even  the 
appeal  to  Nationalist  passions  in  justification  of 
Jewish  disabilities  is  more  than  a  pretext  as  far 
as  the  ruling  classes  are  concerned.  We  can 
hardly  bring  ourselves  to  believe  in  its  genuine- 
ness any  more  than  we  can  credit  the  sincerity 
of  the  charge  that  the  Jews  are  a  community 
who  drink  the  blood  of  Christian  children,  and 
are  therefore  unworthy  of  citizen  rights.  There 
may  possibly  be  a  few  extreme  fanatics  with 


whom  these  doctrines  f<.re  real  articles  of  faith. 
But  with  the  Governmsnt  and  the  bureaucracy 
they  are  simply  formu'io  intended  for  popular 
consumption.  It  is  oui  opinion — and  we  have 
frequently  stated  it — thrt  the  anti-Semitic  laws, 
which  were  devised  in  1882  as  merely  a  tempo- 
rary expedient,  are  retained  in  force  because  their 
retention  is  a  source  of  enormous  profit  to  the 
officials  who  administer  them.  There  are,  of 
course,  a  number  of  contributory  motives  other 
than  those  we  have  already  mentioned.  The 
anti-Jewish  campaign,  ror  instance,  is  part  and 
parcel  of  the  anti-Liberal  campaign ;  by  dis- 
crediting the  Jews  the  Reactionai'ies  hope  to 
discredit  the  Liberals  who  espouse  their  cause. 
Allowance,  too,  must  be  made  for  the  ingrained 
anti-Semitism  that  obsesses  certain  classes  of 
Russians— though  not,  we  are  convinced,  the 
great  mass  of  the  popalation.  But  over  and 
above  all  these  considerations  is  the  most 
powerful  motive  of  all  — the  quest  of  the 
"  wandering  rouble." 

M.  Shingareff  drew  pointed  attention  to  this 
aspect  of  the  anti-Jewish  campaign  in  the  Duma 
last  week,  during  the  debate  on  the  Estimates 
of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce.    His  description 
of  the  way  in  which  money  is  made  by  so-called 
Real  Russians  "  who  iend  their  names  to  Jews 
for  such  purposes  as  renting  land  shows  that  it 
s  not  onlv       nflPfiri—  wlv.  pi&sfijb  bv  the  restric- 
tions ;    but  it  is  the  members   of  the  bureau- 
cracy who  thrive  the  most  upon  this  atrocious 
system.    Russian  Government  officials  are  past- 
masters  in  all  the  arts  of   blackmail  and  of 
bribery,  and  in  the  case  of  the  Jews  they  exercise 
them  to  the  very  fullest,  secure  in  the  knowledge 
of  their  impunity.    For  k  consideration  they  are 
ready  to  relax  some  of  the  restrictions  imposed 
by  law  ;  a  similar  consideration  is  usually  exacted 
for  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
them  by  law,  such  as  the  issue  of  passports  and 
the  performance  of  other  formalities  that  present 
especial  difficulties  to  the  Jew.    They  make  no 
scruple  of  threatening  all  manner  of  illegalities 
in  the  way  of  expulsion  and  the  like,  and  of 
carrying  them  out,  if  their  pockets  are  not  well 
lined.    Even  pogroms  have  been  employed  as  an 
instrument  of  blackmail.    Prince  Urussoff ,  when 
Governor  of  Bessarabia,  estimated  that  in  his 
government  alone  the  police  managed  to  extort  an 
annual  sum  of  a  million  roubles  as  "  perquisites," 
most  of  this  money  being  supplied  by  the  Jews. 
It  is  calculated  that  throughout  Russia  the  Jews 
pay  to  the  police  authorities  every  year  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  million  roubles  by  way  of 
bribes.    It  has  to  be  remembered  in  this  con- 
nection that  the  majority  of  Russian  officials  are 
paid  extremely  low  salaries,  and  that  therefore 
the  temptation  to  add  to  their  income  by  such 
methods  is  very  great.    The  Russian  Govern- 
ment, in  fact,  places  itself  in  the  same  position 
as  the  restaurant-proprietor   who   compels  his 
waiters  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  their  wages 
by  extorting  tips  from  the  public.    Thus  both 
the  central  Administration  and  the  local  authori- 
ties have  a  material  motive  of  the  most  powerful 
character  for  preserving  the  legal  oppression  of 
the  Jews.    When  it  is  added  that  zeal  in  perse- 
cuting the  Jews  is  frequently  found  by  Governors 
and  other  officials  to  be  a  sure  passport  to  pro- 
motion, it  will  be  realised  what  are  the  actual 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  abolishing  the  system. 
The  emancipation  of  the  Russian  Jews,  against 
which  the  Times  advances  such  outworn  and 
malicious  arguments,  is  fervently  to  be  desired, 
if   only  for  the  regeneration   of  the  Russian 
bureaucracy. 


FREE  SPEECH  FOR  THE  DUMA. 


Immunity 


Bill  Passed  by 
Majority. 


a  Large 


Last  Tuesday  evening  the  Deputies'  Immunity  Bill 
came  up  for  consideration,  and  was  passed  in  all  its 
stages.  The  measure,  which  was  regarded  on  the 
Progressive  benches  as  particularly  urgent  since  the 
Government  initiated  legal  proceedings  against 
Deputy  Tchkheidze  for  his  "  Republican  ''  speech, 
provides  that  no  deputy  shall  be  liable  to  prosecution 
for  speeches  delivered  in  the  Duma. 

As  the  adoption  of  the  Bill  was  a  foregone  con- 
clusion, the  discussion  was  comparatively  short  ; 
most  of  the  members  who  had  announced  their  inten- 
tion of  speaking  refrained  from  doing  so  by  mutual 
arrangement. 

Prince  Guelovani  (Social  Democrat)  said  that  the 
Duma  was  now  called  upon  to  declare  whether  it  sided 
with  those  who  wished  to  drive  Russia  back  to  her 
shameful  past,  or  with  those  who  were  anxious  to 
lead  the  country  onward  to  the  light,  t:>  liberty,  and 
to  happiness. 

M.  Firsoff  said  that,  although  the  peasant  deputies 
had  been  elected  for  the  purpose  of  telling  the  Duma 
that  the  peasantry  was  in  need  of  land,  that  the  farms 
were  ruined,  and  that  starvation  was  increasing,  they 
had  held  their  tongues  for  fear  of  the  scorpions  that 
awaited  them  in  the  hands  of  the  local  authorities  in 
their  respective  districts.  The  peasant  deputies  had 
already  sinned  greatly  in  keeping  silent  on  the  subject 
of  the  people's  needs,  and  their  guilt  would  become 
heavier  still  if  they  cast  their  votes  in  favour  of 
reducing  iheii  rigfrte  as  deputies. 

A   Guarantee   of  the  Constitution. 

M.  Efremoff,  on  behalf  of  the  Progressists,  who 
were  the  prime  authors  of  the  Bill,  said  that  liberty 
of  speech  and  immunity  were  essential  for  the 
deputies  as  a  guarantee  of  the  form  of  government 
introduced  by  the  Manifesto  of  October  30th,  1905, 
and  by  the  Fundamental  Laws  of  March  5th,  1906. 

Professor  Miliukoff,  on  behalf  of  the  Cadets,  said 
that  his  party's  opinion  on  the  Bill  had  already  been 
made  up.  AH  they  had  to  do  was  to  clear  up  the 
meaning  of  the  existing  law,  which  they  would  have 
imagined  to  be  sufficiently  clear  but  for  the  attempts 
made  against  it  by  the  Government.  It  was  their 
duty  to  resist  those  attempts  at  once. 

M.  Shulguin  announced  that  the  Nationalist  group 
had  given  its  members  leave  to  vote  on  the  Bill 
according  to  their  individual  opinions.  The  Govern- 
ment's interpretation  of  the  law,  he  observed, 
amounted  to  a  declaration  that  deputies  had  the 
same  rights  as  ordinary  citizens.  But  in  that  case 
Article  14  of  the  Duma  Constitution  would  be  utterly 
superfluous,  since  at  all  events  their  rights  could  not 
be  inferior  to  those  of  other  citizens.  In  political 
life,  as  in  private  life,  there  was  a  tendency  to  with- 
hold everything  that  was  not  made  secure  from 
attack.  The  Duma  should  show  by  its  vote  that  its 
liberty  of  speech  was  well  guarded. 

In  the  Interests  of  Peace. 

M.  Lutz,  the  spokesman  of  the  Octobrists,  said 
that  they  had  to  preserve  their  liberty  of  speech  in 
the  interests  of  the  country's  peace.  That  weapon 
had  been  granted  to  them  by  the  Emperor  in 
Article  14  of  the  Duma  Constitution. 

At  the  close  of  the  debate  the  Bill  was  passed 
through  all  its  stages  by  156  votes  to  69.  The 
majority  was  composed  of  Octobrists,  Progressists, 
Cadets,  and  the  various  groups  of  the  Left,  together 
with  one  or  two  Nationalists.  In  the  minority  were 
the  Right  and  a  number  of  Nationalists. 

All  the  amendments  introduced  by  the  Right 
deputy  M.  Zamyslovsky,  proposing  that  there  should 
be  no  immunity  for  speakers  guilty  of  insulting  the 
Chair,  blasphemy,  fese-majeste,  and  divulging  infor- 
mation of  importance  to  the  defence  of  the  country, 
were  negatived  without  discussion.  The  attempt  of 
the  Right  to  prevent  a  quorum  being  formed  when 
the  final  vote  on  the  whole  Bill  was  taken  proved 
equally  futile.  In  the  absence  of  the  Right,  the 
House  unanimously  rejected  the  motion  that  a  Dis- 
ciplinary Court  should  be  established  in  the  Duma  to 
deal  with  abuses  of  the  liberty  of  speech  committed 
by  deputies. 
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OBSTACLES    TO  INDUSTRY. 

The  Ruinous  Effects  of  the  Government's 
Commercial  Policy. 

The  Duma  debate  on  the  Estimates  of  the  Ministry 
of  Trade  and  Industry  was  prefaced  by  a  statement 
from  the  Reporter,  M.  Godneff  (Octobrist),  who  said 
that  the  Department  had  paid  attention  to  most  of 
the  desires  expressed  by  the  Duma. 

The  debate  was  opened  by  M.  Protopopoff 
(Octobrist),  the  new  Vice-President  of  the  Duma. 
He  began  by  dwelling  upon  the  need  for  creating 
favourable  conditions  for  Russian  industry  that 
should  be  calculated  to  attract  foreign  capital  in 
its  most  suitable  form  of  joint-stock  enterprises. 
Instead  of  assisting  Russian  trade  in  that  way,  he 
declared,  the  Government  was  withholding  confirma- 
tion from  hundreds  of  industrial  concerns,  while  it 
subjected  the  creation  of  all  new  enterprises  to  con- 
ditions that  were  opposed  to  the  very  essence  of  the 
development  of  trade.  To  the  calamitous  results 
that  must  inevitably  follow  from  such  treatment  it 
was  callously  indifferent,  forgetting  that  capital  was 
international. 

Huge   Depreciation  in  Securities. 

Within  three  days  Russian  securities  had  depre- 
ciated by  ii  milliards  of  roubles,  while  during  the 
whole  year  they  had  depreciated  by  a  sum  equal  to 
the  annual  Budget  of  the  Russian  Empire.  Although 
there  were  also  other  deep-seated  reasons  for  this 
phenomenon,  the  enforcement  of  the  restrictions 
alone  was  injuring  Russia's  balance  of  account  to 
the  extent  of  many  hundreds  of  millions  of  roubles. 
By  impeding  the  influx  of  capital,  the  Government 
was  moreover  depriving  Russian  industry  of  the 
possibility  of  utilising  the  enormous  national  riches 
that  were  now  lying  idle. 

M.  Tulakoff  (Social  Democrat)  blamed  the  Govern- 
ment for  its  failure  to  protect  female  and  juvenile 
labour,  boys  from  the  age  of  twelve  being  allowed  to 
work  in  factories  under  conditions  resembling  penal 
servitude. 

M.  Titoff  (Progressist)  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry  zealously  to 
defend  Russian  labour  against  all  who  placed  impe- 
diments in  its  way.  All  restrictions  merely  caused 
ruin,  stopping  the  development  of  the  productive 
forces  and  preventing  the  realisation  of  the  Imperial 
Rescript,  which  could  not  be  carried  out  so  long  as 
the  Government  was  composed  of  men  who  made  it 
their  task  to  suppress  every  kind  of  public  initiative 
and  energy. 

Bussia's  Isolation. 

M.  Shingareff  (Cadet)  began  by  expressing  his 
satisfaction  that  the  official  organ,  the  Trade  and 
Industry  Gazette,  had  admitted  the  truth  of  the  sound 
principle  that  "  under  the  modern  conditions  of  the 
international  market  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  a 
position  of  insularity."  Unfortunately,  that  sober 
idea  was  not  pursued  by  the  Government,  which 
endeavoured  to  turn  Russia  into  an  island  amidst  all 
the  other  world-Powers,  deprived  of  right  and 
legality,  and  blessed  with  arbitrary  regulations  in 
the  sphere  of  industry.  The  responsibility  for  this 
could  not  altogether  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the 
Minister  of  Commerce,  for  such  activity  was  the 
favourite  pastime  of  his  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet. 
Unfortunately,  however,  that  Minister  had  himself 
created  or  connived  at  certain  measure?,  such  as 
those  relating  to  joint-stock  companies,  which  had 
proved  the  main  cause  of  the  panic  on  the  Bourse. 
As  Russia  was  poor  in  capital,  many  branches  of  her 
industry  lived  on  foreign  money,  the  French  capital 
invested  in  Russia  alone  amounting  to  1,800,000,000 
roubles.  Western  investors,  accustomed  as  they 
were  to  lawful  conditions,  could  not  remain  indif- 
ferent to  the  Asiatic  methods  that  prevailed  in 
Russia. 

Industry  and  Politics. 

The  country  was  now  passing  through  difficulties, 
due  to  the  distrust  of  the  state  of  things  obtaining  in 
Russia  by  which  foreign  capital  was  affected.  Ouite 
a  year  ago  M.  Sa'.azkin,  President  of  the  Nijni  Fair 
Committee,  had  warned  the  Premier  of  the  conse- 
quences of  withholding  reforms  and  of  ignoring  the 
October  Manifesto.  M.  Salazkin  had  only  expressed 
the  opinion  of  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
captains  of  industry.  It  was  now  generally  accepted 
that  industry  stood  in  need  of  reforms  and  required 
the  establishment  of  a  real  Constitution — not  merely 
a  paper  one.  That  idea  had  found  pointed  expres- 
sion in  the  phrase  of  a  prominent  industrialist  in  the 
Volga  region,  who  said  : — "You  cannot  touch  a 
rouble  without  stumbling  upon  politics." 

In  no  country  did  there  occur  so  many  political 
strikes  as  in  Russia,  where  70  per  cent,  of  all  the 
strikes  that  took  place  in  1913  were  of  a  political 
character.  The  workmen  protested  by  strikes  against 
the  flagrant  misdeeds  of  the  Government. 

No  industrial  country  could  exist  without  labour 
legislation.  But  in  Russia  workmen's  insurance  had 
been  turned  into  a  weapon  of  police  provocation.  As 
soon  as  the  workmen  elected  their  delegates  to  the 


Sick  Fund,  those  representatives  were  immediately 
arrested  and  deported.  As  a  result,  the  law  passed 
by  the  Legislature,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Sovereign, 
was  being  nullified  by  the  police  methods  in  force 
throughout  the  country.  At  a  recent  international 
Conference  for  the  protection  of  labour  all  civilised 
countries  were  represented.  Russia  alone  was  riot 
officially  represented.  Even  the  Duma  had  been 
guilty  of  indifference  to  labour  questions,  and  when 
cases  of  wholesale  poisoning  occurred  in  factories 
certain  deputies  of  the  Right  had  been  base  enough 
to  ascribe  them  to  miscreants,  though  experts  would 
inform  them  that  inhaling  benzine  fumes  was  more 
poisonous  than  chloroform.  While  lock-outs  were 
permitted  and  assisted,  strikes  and  workmen's  unions 
were  punished,  although  working-men  had  as  much 
right  to  combine  as  the  United  Nobility.  The  work- 
men were  being  turned  into  revolutionists,  every  other 
outlet  being  barred  to  them.  The  rightless  position 
of  the  workmen  caused  a  feeling  of  insecurity  in  the 
industrial  community.  The  working  classes  could 
not  help  being  agitated  at  the  sight  of  the  systematic 
persecution  of  their  representatives,  their  organisa- 
tions, and  their  Press.  It  was  not  to  be  expected 
industrial  life  should  run  on  smoothly  under  such 
conditions. 

Profiting  by  Jewish  Restrictions. 

There  was,  continued  M.  Shingareff,  another  cate- 
gory of  rightless  citizens'— the  Jews,  against  whom 
the  Minister  of  Trade  had  himself  issued  many 
restrictions.  The  Real  Russians  were  making  a 
profitable  trade  out  of  those  restrictions  by  lending 
their  names  to  Jews  for  the  purpose  of  renting  land, 
and  so  forth.  If  names  were  to  be  mentioned,  some 
members  of  the  Duma  might  find  themselves  com- 
promised in  that  respect.  There  used  to  be  Generals 
who  hired  themselves  out  as  wedding  guests  for 
a  consideration.  The  old-fashioned  "  Wedding 
Generals''  had  now  been  transformed  into  "  Stock- 
and-Share  Generals."  Life  could  not  be  arrested  by 
prohibitions,  although  the  latter  vexed  the  popula- 
tion and  led  to  the  corruption  of  the  Administration, 
which  was  the  canker  of  the  State  organism. 

In  all  the  volumes  of  the  Russian  Penal  Code  there 
only  existed  one  Article  (No.  1,171)  which  allowed 
the  confiscation  of  goods  when  their  owner  had 
committed  no  crime  of  any  kind.  Even  when  the 
perpetrator  of  a  terrible  crime  was  condemned  to  the 
loss  of  status  his  estate  remained  the  property  of  his 
family.  But  when  a  Jew  was  found  trading  at  an 
unauthorised  place,  his  goods  were  confiscated,  and 
were  lost  not  only  to  himself,  but  also  to  his  family. 
Deputy  Markoff  had  referred  to  the  frequency  of 
insolvencies  among  the  Jews  ;  but,  if  the  goods  of 
the  Real  Russians  were  to  be  confiscated,  how  would 
they  manage  to  pay  their  creditors  who  had  sold 
them  those  goods  ?  By  introducing  registration 
cards  the  Government  had  ruined  a  large  number  of 
Jewish  commission  agents.  In  their  place  there 
came  commission  agents  from  Germany,  the  imports 
from  which  country  had  nearly  doubled  during  the 
past  year,  with  the  result  that  German  goods  were 
now  being  sold  instead  of  Russian  goods. 

Barbarous  Persecution. 

Article  1,171  of  the  Code,  after  lying  dormant  for 
a  long  time,  had  become  a  weapon  by  which  officials 
might  make  a  career,  since  Jew-baiting  had  become 
fashionable  and  profitable.  The  application  of  that 
medireval  provision  had  now  assumed  alarming  pro- 
portions. It  was  now  accompanied  by  wholesale 
searches,  arrests,  inquiries,  expulsions,  and  confisca- 
tions, which  whetted  the  appetites  of  the  officials 
and  their  subordinates.  In  the  government  of 
Voronej  he  had  known  personally  a  Jewish  railway 
employee  who  for  thirty-five  years  had  toiled  hard 
and  honestly  through  hurricanes  and  snowstorms 
until  he  was  run  over  by  a  train.  When  that  unfor- 
tunate man  was  killed  in  the  exercise  of  his  duties 
his  family  lost  their  right  of  residence  in  the  pro- 
vince, and  the  Governor  ordered  the  widow  and 
orphans  to  be  deported  to  the  Pale  of  Settlement, 
where  they  were  strangers  and  had  never  lived. 
(Cries  of  "  Shame  ! ")  Fortunately  an  Octobrist 
deputy  intervened  and  obtained  as  a  special  favour 
permission  for  the  poor  widow  to  remain.  He  could 
quote  hundreds  and  thousands  of  similar  examples 
of  barbarity. 

The  High  Court  of  Kiev  had  been  holding  the  law 
up  to  ridicule  by  expelling  from  Kiev  Jews  who  were 
lawfully  settled  there,  merely  because  they  engaged 
in  trade,  pretending  to  believe  that  lawful  residence 
conveyed  no  right  of  earning  a  living.  Such  a  con- 
dition of  affairs  and  such  monstrous  confiscations  as 
were  continually  taking  place  could  not  but  cause 
alarm  to  the  trading  class. 

Punished  by  Pardon. 

M.  Shingareff  related  the  singular  case  of  a  jew 
who  in  1903,  for  some  offence  or  other,  was  exiled 
to  one  of  the  Northern  provinces.  In  1905,  to  his 
misfortune,  he  came  under  the  operation  of  an 
Imperial  amnesty  manifesto,  and  was  accordingly 
pardoned.  At  the  same  time,  however,  he  was 
expelled  on  the  ground  that  he  had  ipso  facto  lost 
the  right  of  residing  in  that  locality  !  The  Jew  was 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  petitioning  the  Tsar  for 


exemption  from  the  benefit  of  the  Imperial  pardon. 
It  was  a  perversion  of  every  conception  of  right 
when  an  act  of  Imperial  grace  was  thus  turned  into 
a  punishment. 

In  replying  to  the  debate  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Industry,  M.  Timasheff,  stated  that  the  new 
rules  for  joint-stock  companies  drawn  up  by  the 
Council  of  Ministers  only  contained  two  restrictions, 
one  of  which  referred  to  the  area  of  land  owned  by 
joint-stock  companies,  and  the  other  to  the  com- 
position of  their  boards.  In  cases  where  a  joint- 
stock  company  intended  to  acquire  land  in  excess  of 
the  ordinary  limit  the  ( iovernment  reserved  to  itself 
the  right  to  inquire  whether  such  extension  was 
really  necessary  for  working  purposes,  and  to  decide 
each  particular  case  on  its  merits.  The  restriction 
with  regard  to  the  composition  of  the  boards  had  no 
other  purpose  but  to  bring  the  practice  of  the  Council 
of  Ministers  in  sanctioning  company  statutes  into 
conformity  with  the  law  on  Jewish  land-ownership. 

Too  much  importance  had  been  attributed  to  these 
new  rules,  to  which  people  ascribed  almost  entirely 
the  depression  of  the  money  market.  It  was  not  the 
rules  themselves  that  exercised  a  depressing  effect, 
but  the  extraordinary  clamour  raised  against  them, 
which  was  not  justified  by  their  contents. 

Bight  of  Property  Attacked. 

M.  Roditcheff  (Cadet)  said  that  the  waste  of 
100,000,000  roubles  by  the  Imperial  Bank  could  not 
cope  with  the  depreciation  of  securities.  Instead  of 
removing  the  main  cause  of  the  evil  the  Government 
had  doubled  its  intensity.  It  had  made  an  unscru- 
pulous attack  on  the  right  of  property,  which  was 
regarded  in  the  West  as  sacred  and  inviolable,  and 
was  so  described  by  the  Russian  Fundamental  Laws. 
The  Government's  action  had  had  the  effect  of  a 
conflagration,  with  the  difference  that,  while  one 
could  insure  against  fire,  there  was  no  insurance  and 
no  judicial  remedy  against  unlawful  expropriation. 

The  anti-Jewish  policy  of  the  Government,  who 
talked  so  much  of  the  economic  conquest  of  the 
Pacific  shore,  only  made  for  Japan's  economic 
supremacy  in  the  Far  East.  A  Jewish  engineer, 
who  alone  among  all  the  contractors  carried  out  rail- 
way contracts  with  precision,  had  had  to  stay  over- 
night at  Omsk  in  secret,  as  he  could  not  register 
himself  in  that  town  ;  while  another,  who  had 
managed  to  hold  the  field  against  the  Japanese  fish- 
ing contractors,  could  not  absent  himself  from  Novo- 
Nikolayevsk. 

Black  Hundred  Terrorism. 

The  Government  maxim  that  shares  had  their  full 
value  in  any  one's  hands  except  in  those  of  a  Jew  was 
as  tenable  as  the  declaration  that  the  paper  rouble 
issued  by  the  Government  was  only  valid  for  pay- 
ment when  offered  by  a  Christian.  The  Ministers  of 
Finance  and  Trade,  who  could  not  be  so  blind 
themselves,  had  given  way  to  the  Black  Hundred 
terrorism  which  was  now  taking  the  place  of  law  and 
justice,  and  those  who  had  now  been  turned  into 
beggars  owed  their  ruin  solely  to  the  Black  Hundred 
victory.  The  decision  of  the  Council  of  Ministers 
was  moreover  illegal,  since  the  Council  had  no  right 
to  issue  general  regulations  limiting  the  personal 
rights  of  citizens  and  restricting  their  right  of  pur- 
chasing and  managing  property.  Ruinous  as  the 
Government's  action  was  to  Russian  industry,  it  was 
at  the  same  time  an  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the 
Duma,  a  step  on  the  road  back  to  the  period  that 
preceded  the  October  Manifesto,  and  to  the  pre- 
Constitutional  system. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  debate  the  Estimates 
were  passed  with  the  reductions  recommended  by 
the  Budget  Committee. 


V  AGRARIAN  DISTRESS. 


The  Land-Hunger  Intensified  by  the 
Destruction  of  the  Commune. 

On  Wednesday  last  the  Duma  discussed  and  passed 
the  Estimates  of  the  Board  of  Land  Organisation  and 
Agriculture. 

M.  Demidoff  (Cadet)  said  that  the  rural  commune, 
which  the  Government  had  for  so  long  regarded  as 
the  beneficent  basis  of  peasant  ownership,  was  now 
being  destroyed  as  the  chief  evil  of  agriculture. 
Under  Plehve  even  the  Novoe  Vrcmya  had  incurred 
confiscation  for  printing  articles  against  the  com- 
mune, but  now  the  Government  was  consigning  to 
ruin  all  who  remained  true  to  its  principle.  The 
Government  was  not  removing  the  distress  of  the 
peasants,  who  were  short  of  land,  but  intensifying 
that  evil.  Instead  of  assisting  the  peasants,  the 
Peasants'  Bank  was  ruining  them,  taking  advantage 
of  their  helpless  position  and  of  the  high  prices 
caused  by  the  land  famine.  The  real  index  to  the 
peasants'  need  of  land  was  the  high  rent  they  found 
themselves  compelled  to  pay.  Within  the  past  ten 
years  such  rents  had  risen  by  anything  between  35 
and  170  per  cent. 

An  article  on  the  activity  of  the  Peasants'  Bank 
appears  on  p.  96. 
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NOTES. 


A  Great  Triumph. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  we  record  the 
triumphant  passage  through  the  Duma  of  the 
Deputies'  Immunity  Bill.  The  suspicions  and 
dissensions  that  had  been  engendered  between 
the  Octobrists  and  the  Opposition  should  be 
thoroughly  dissipated  by  the  wholehearted  sup- 
port given  by  the  former  to  'this  measure.  We 
declared  last  week  that  we  could  not  bring  our- 
selves to  entertain  the  fear,  which  seems  to  have 
been  current  in  some  Liberal  circles,  that  the 
Octobrists  would  refuse  to  vote  for  the  Bill,  and 
we  are  glad  to  see  our  prognostications  so  abun- 
dantly justified.  The  future  of  the  cause  of  freedom 
in  Russia,  if  it  is  to  be  won  on  Constitutional  lines, 
depends  very  largely  upon  the  combination  in 
the  Duma  of  the  Octobrists  and  the  more  mode- 
rate groups  of  the  Opposition.  With  the  object 
of  consolidating  such  an  alliance  it  is  worth  while 
sacrificing,  or  at  any  rate  postponing,  some  of 
the  less  vital  demands  of  progress ;  and  now 
that  it  has  been  so  strikingly  demonstrated  what 
important  achievements  can  result  from  a  union 
of  this  kind,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  serious 
thought  will  be  devoted  to  the  question  of 
drawing  up  a  working  plan  of  campaign.  But 
before  this  can  be  accomplished  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  clear  the  air  of  all  those  suspicions  and 
unwarranted  imputations  that  might  conceivably 
have  resulted  in  the  wrecking  of  the  Immunity 
Bill.   

The  Coming  Struggle. 

The  result  of  the  measure  passed  last  week  by 
an  overwhelming  majority  is  to  establish — as  far 
as  the  efforts  of  the  Duma  can  do  so  — the  principle 
that  deputies  are  not  responsible  to  the  law  for 
their  speeches  in  the  House.     This  common 
Parliamentary  privilege  was  already  granted  by 
Article  14  of  the  Duma  Constitution  ;  but  the 
Government,  relying  on  some  alleged  ambiguity 
of  language  in  that  Article,  made  bold  to  deny 
not  only  that  the  Duma  enjoyed,  but  that  it 
ought  to  enjoy,  such  a  privilege.    The  adoption 
of  the  Immunity  Bill,  therefore,  is  a  signal 
defeat  for  the  Government.    But  that  is  not  to 
say  that  the  Duma  will  at  once  be  confirmed  in 
the  security  of  which  it  rightly  claims  possession. 
The  Bill  will   now  have  to  come  before  the 
Council  of  the  Empire,  where,  in  view  of  the 
Government's    dislike    of    its    provisions  and 
the    generally    Reactionary    character    of  the 
House,  its  rejection  may  be  regarded  as  a  fore- 
gone conclusion.    That  should  be  the  signal  for 
a  determined  struggle  between  the  Duma,  fight- 
ing on  behalf  of  one  of  its  most  elementary 
rights,  and  the  Government,  which  opposes  to 
the  almost  unanimous  demand  of  the  country  a 
despotic  disregard   of   the  theory  of  popular 
representation.    What  form  the  struggle  will 
j     take,  and  whether  it  will  bring  to  a  head  the 
storm  which  is  gathering  all  over  the  country, 
j"     we  cannot  foresee.     But  that  the  Duma  will 
fight  is  certain,  and  we  trust  that  it  will  not 


scruple  to  employ  any  Parliamentary  weapon 
that  may  help  to  bring  the  Government  to  its 
senses. 

Industry  and  Politics. 

The  evil  consequences  of  the  new  company 
restrictions  issued  by  the  Cabinet  were  thoroughly 
exposed  in  the  debate  on  the  Estimates  of  the 
Ministry  of  Commerce.    We  acquit  M.  Timasheff 
himself  of   any  responsibility  for  their  intro- 
duction ;   among  Ministers  he  perhaps  has  the 
best  title  to  be   regarded   as  possessing  some 
spark  of   enlightenment.     But   he    cannot  be 
altogether  absolved  from  blame  in  the  matter, 
since  it  is  clear  that  he  made  no  attempt  to 
defeat  the  machinations  of  his  "  Black  Hundred  " 
colleagues.    The  more  one  considers  the  restric- 
tions, the  more  patent  becomes  their  insensate 
folly.     Russian  industry,  it  is  well  known,  is 
badly    in  need    of    foreign    capital,    and  the 
elaborate  advertising  campaign  that  has  been 
conducted  from  St.  Petersburg  during  the  past 
two  or  three  years  is  proof   that  this  fact  is 
appreciated  by  the  Government.     But  it  would 
be  difficult  to  imagine  any  proceeding  better  cal- 
culated to  scare  away  foreign  capital  than  the  new 
regulations  imposed  upon  joint-stock  companies. 
At  home  the  fall  in  securities  has  been  enormous, 
amounting  in  three  days  only  to  a  milliard  and  a 
half  of  roubles.    Every  business  man  in  Russia 
sees  in  the  restrictions  the  cause  of  this  catas- 
trophe ;  but  the  Government  with  wilful  blind- 
ness rejects  this  diagnosis,  and  refuses  to  with- 
draw the  obnoxious  rules.  We  may  see  here  how 
disastrously  entangled  are  industry  and  politics 
in  Russia  ;  in  order  to  strike  a  fresh  blow  at  its 
victims  the  Government   does  not  hesitate  to 
penalise   the    whole    commercial  community. 
Knowing  this,  Russian  business  men  have  long 
since  realised  that  a  reform  of  the  administrative 
system  and  the  establishment  of  a  real  Consti- 
tution are  necessary  guarantees  of  their  own 
prosperity,  and  they  are  now  to  be  counted  among 
the  Government's  most  determined  opponents. 
Outside  the  ranks  of  the  bureaucracy  and  the 
professional  agitators,  indeed,  it  is  difficult  to 
point  to  any  class  of  the  population  with  whose 
interests  the  Government  is  now  identified. 


Peasant  Problems. 

The  consummate  failure  of  the  Peasants'  Bank 
to  fulfil  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  ostensibly 
created  is  clearly  demonstrated  in  an  article  we 
publish  this  week.    Insteadof  providing  increased 
facilities  for  peasant  farming,  it  has  operated 
almost  exclusively  in  the  interests  of  the  noble 
landowners,  whom  it  has  enabled  to  dispose  of 
their  estates  at  artificially  inflated  prices.  At 
the  time  of  the  peasant  movement  that  followed 
the  Japanese  War  the  Bank  openly  came  into 
the  market  as  a  buyer  of  laud  at  considerably 
more  than  the  market  price,  and  then  resold  to 
the  peasants  at  a  still  higher  figure.    For  the 
enormous  increase  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
price  of  land  since  the  Bank  came  into  existence 
some  thirty  odd  years  ago  that  institution  is 
largely  responsible.    Between  1S83  and  1889  the 
average  price    was   89    roubles  per  dessiatin ; 
between   1902  and   190")   it  was  179  roubles. 
As  for  the    credit  facilities   with    which  the 
peasants    were    supposed    to    be   provided,  it 
is   sufficient  to  state  that  the    Nobility  Bank 
issues    loans    to    its  aristocratic  clients   at  an 
interest  of  from  3  to  4  per  cent,  less  than  that 
exacted  by  the  Peasants'  Bank  from  the  poor 
tillers  of  the  soil.    No  wonder  that  the  Bank's 
loan  operations  began  steadily  to  decline  a  few 
years  after  its  establishment.     Between  them 
the  Peasants'  Bank  and  the  agrarian  reform 
which  aims  at  the  destruction  of  the  commune 
have  brought  ruin  to  thousands  of  agriculturists. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  Russia's  prosperity 
depends  in  a  vital  degree  upon  her  harvests,  it 
might  be  imagined  that  the  Government  would 
j  have  displayed  a  little  more  solicitude  for  the 


interests  of  agriculture.  A  recent  Imperial 
Rescript  foreshadowed  reforms  which  are  in- 
tended to  bring  credit  more  within  the  reach 
of  the  peasants.  Some  such  measure  is  indeed  a 
necessary  corollary  to  the  Stolypin  reform  ;  but 
we  have  seen  so  many  specious  undertakings 
come  to  nought  in  Russia  that  we  must  needs  be 
sceptical  until  the  promised  benefits  are  actually 
in  operation. 


JEWS  AND  COLLIERIES. 

Disastrous  Result  of  Closing  Mines, 

The  Ekaterinoslav  Exchange  Committee  has 
received  gloomy  reports  on  the  condition  of  the 
peasants'  coalmines  in  the  district  of  Bakhmut, 
where  the  price  of  coal  fell  in  a  fortnight  from  qk  to 
yk  kopecks  per  pood. 

On  the  strength  of  a  report  from  Land  Captain 
Ivanoff  to  the  effect  that  Jews  had  an  interest  in  the 
collieries,  the  Governor's  Court  recently  ordered  the 
closing  of  fifty-one  mines.  This  order  was  subse- 
quently cancelled  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
owing  to  the  general  consternation  produced  by  that 
measure. 

Governor  V.  A.  Koloboff  has  started  on  a  personal 
tour  of  investigation  through  the  district  of  Bakhmut 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether,  and  if  so  to  what 
extent,  jews  have  an  interest  in  working  the  mines 
on  the  land  owned  by  the  peasant  communities. 
Several  deputations  from  the  peasant  communities  of 
the  Jelezniansk  region  have  called  on  the  Governor, 
and  explained  that  the  mere  rumours  of  the  possible 
closing  of  the  mines  caused  them  considerable 
losses.  Many  manufacturers  have  refused  to  enter 
into  new  agreements  with  them  for  the  working  of 
the  mines  whose  tenancy  has  already  expired  or  is 
about  to  expire. 

The  closing  the  mines,  the  peasants  declare,  will 
result  in  their  utter  ruin,  as  they  have  no  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  but  live  exclusively  on  the  income 
from  the  mines  and  on  contracts  from  the  minerals 
extracted.   


STORY    OF    A  HUNGER-STRIKE. 

Suicide  of  a  Political  Prisoner  Follows 
Gross  Ill-treatment. 

At  the  Pskov  convict  prison  150  "politicals" 
recently  declared  a  hunger-strike  as  a  protest  against 
the  increased  severities  introduced  by  the  new 
Governor,  M.  Kudryakoff.  It  was  complained  that 
the  warders  he  had  brought  with  him  from  Moscow 
used  blows  and  bad  language  in  dealing  with  the 
prisoners. 

The  immediate  occasion  of  the  hunger-strike  was 
the  behaviour  of  two  warders,  Smirnoff  and  Roj nit- 
sky,  who.  after  tormenting  an  imprisoned  lunatic 
named  Ferdinand  Kurga,  thrashed  him  and  then 
dragged  him  to  the  punishment-cell,  gagging  his 
mouth  with  a  rag. 

The  strike  was  started  on  May  28th,  and  within 
three  days  the  numbsr  of  prisoners  participating  in 
it  reached  286.  One  of  them,  named  Savtchuk, 
committed  suicide  on  June  4th,  on  which  day  the 
hunger-strike  ceased. 


A   BLACK  HUNDRED  PROFESSOR. 


Government's  Shameless  Endeavour  to 
Shield  Professor  Merejkovsky. 

At  last  the  Ministry  of  Education  has  been  pre- 
vailed upon  to  remove  Councillor  of  Staie  K.  S. 
Merejkovsky  from  his  post  of  Ordinary  Professor  of 
Botany  at  Kazan  University,  although  at  the  same 
time  it  is  careful  not  to  give  the  real  reason  that  has 
necessitated  that  step. 

The  Government  appears  to  be  so  afraid  of  the 
threatened  revelations  of  its  compromised  agent, 
whom  it  employed  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
Black  Hundred  Unions,  that  it  does  not  dare  to 
admit  that  Professor  Merejkovsky  has  been  dismissed 
in  consequence  of  the  criminal  prosecution  instituted 
against  him  on  various  charges  of  immorality. 

Instead  of  admitting  these  facts,  which  have  filled 
the  columns  of  the  Press  for  some  time  past,  the 
Government,  with  characteristic  effrontery,  gives  as 
the  official  reason  for  depriving  this  fugitive  from 
justice  of  his  chair  his  transference  to  the  Central 
Staff  of  the  Ministry  of  Education. 


A  motion  of  urgency  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  Duma  last  Wednesday  for  a  Cadet  interpella- 
tion on  the  compulsory  order  relating  to  tramway 
traffic  issued  by  the  Prefect  of  St.  Petersburg  under 
the  Okhrana  Regulations.  It  is  estimated  that  if 
that  order  were  enforced  104,000  persons  a  day 
would  be  deprived  of  the  possibility  of  travelling  by 
tram  to  and  from  their  work. 
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DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


Jove  j?  m*. 


PEASANTS    AND    THE  LAND. 


Dear  Credit  and  Inflated  Prices  as  the 
Gift  of  the  Peasants'  Bank. 


The  Peasants'  Bank  was  established  in  1882.  It 
owes  its  origin  to  the  Council  of  the  Empire,  which 
put  on  record  its  opinion  that  "  peasant  fanning  has 
manifestly  declined  almost  everywhere  in  conse- 
quence of  the  insufficiency  of  the  land  allotments," 
and  declared  it  to  be  indispensable  "  to  organise  a 
credit  system  for  land  purchase  which  shall  be  within 
the  reach  of  the  peasants." 

From  the  very  outset,  however,  the  credit  accorded 
to  the  peasants  by  the  Hank  could  hardly  be  described 
as  being  "  within  their  reach,"  since  the  interest 
charged  on  loans,  together  with  the  repayments  for 
amortisation,  phis  the  percentage  for  "  administrative 
expenses  "  and  the  contribution  towards  the  autho- 
rised capital  of  the  Bank,  amounted  to  a  total  of 
from  ~/h  to  8i  per  cent,  per  annum,  exclusive  of  fines 
tor  payments  in  default.  At  the  same  time  the 
Xobility  Bank,  established  in  1885,  only  charged  its 
noble  clients  4^  per  cent. — i.e.,  from  3  to  4  per  cent, 
less  than  the  poor  debtors  of  the  Peasants'  Bank 
had  to  pay.    Such  is  the  irony  of  Russian  fate. 

Decreasing  Loans. 

At  first,  under  the  stress  of  the  need  of  land  and 
of  credit,  the  peasants  applied  for  loans  to  the  Bank. 
The  Kiev  branch  increased  its  loan?  from  6,300 
roubles  in  1883  to  843,890  roubles  in  1886.  The 
very  next  year,  however,  its  operations  began  to 
diminish.  The  amount  of  the  loans  issued  fell  to 
636,879  roubles  in  1887,  to  333,114  roubles  in  1889, 
to  212,210  roubles  in  1891,  and,  after  a  slight 
rise  in  1893,  to  84,243  roubles  in  1895.  The  same 
phenomenon  was  observed  in  other  parts  of  the 
Empire. 

The  dearness  of  the  Bank's  credit  was  due,  not 
only  to  the  high  rate  of  interest  charged,  but  also  to 
the  amount  of  supplementary  payments  the  peasants 
had  to  make  out  of  their  own  pockets,  since  the  Bank 
did  not  lend  the  full  amount  of  the  purchase  price. 
During  the  period  1883-1889  the  Bank's  loans 
amounted  on  an  average  throughout  the  Empire  to 
367  roubles  per  dessiatin,  and  the  supplementary 
payments  made  by  the  peasants  themselves  to  7-8 
roubles  per  dessiatin.  The  conditions'  became  still 
more  onerous  after  1889,  when  the  Bank  began  to 
diminish  the  amount  of  the  loans,  and  corre- 
spondingly to  increase  the  peasants'  supplementary 
payments.  As  a  result  the  sales  of  land  fell  off  very 
considerably.  While  during  1883- 1889  the  peasants 
in  European  Russia  had  purchased  through  the  Bank 
1,407,263  dessiatins,  or  on  an  average  201,038  dessia- 
tins  a  year,  the  land  thus  purchased  during  1890- 1895 
only  amounted  to  1,004,501  dessiatins,  or  an  average 
of  167,417  dessiatins  a  year. 

A   Useless  Eeform. 

The  decline  in  the  Bank's  operations,  the  peasants' 
increasing  distrust  of  that  institution,  and  the  famine 
of  1891-92  compelled  the  Government  to  undertake 
a  reform  of  the  Peasants'  Bank.  The  new  statutes 
of  1895  somewhat  enlarged  the  field  of  operations 
by  authorising  the  Bank  to  buy  land  itself  for  the 
purpose  of  reselling  it  to  peasants,  and  somewhat 
cheapened  its  credit  by  reducing  the  instalments 
and  allowing  it  to  increase  the  loans  up  to  90  per 
cent,  of  the  purchase  price.  These  improvements, 
however,  were  not  sufficient  to  improve  the  position 
of  the  Bank's  clients,  since  what  the  peasants  gained 
by  the  reduction  of  the  instalments  (on  loans  for 
long  terms)  they  lost  by  the  higher  price  of  land,  the 
Bank  itself  playing  an  enormous  part  in  this  increase 
of  price. 

Founded  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  an  acute  agrarian 
crisis,  when  the  land  of  the  gentry  had  depreciated 
in  value,  the  Peasants'  Bank,  by  acting  as  an  inter- 
mediary in  the  purchase  of  such  depreciated  land  by 
the  peasants,  helped  to  increase  the  demand  for 
land,  and  thus  render  it  dearer.  The  average  price 
of  land  purchased  through  the  Bank  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Kiev  rose  from  89  roubles  per  dessiatin  in 
1883-89  to  98  roubles  in  1890-95.  When  in  1895 
the  Bank  entered  the  market  as  a  purchaser  of  land 
on  its  own  account,  thus  increasing  the  demand,  and 
enlarged  the  number  of  its  peasant  clients  by  some- 
what reducing  the  amount  of  the  instalments  on 
loans,  it  caused  a  fresh  rise  in  the  price  of  estates. 

Landowners  the   Chief  Gainers. 

The  chief  gainers  by  the  reform  of  1895  were  thus 
the  landowners.  The  average  price  of  land  pur- 
chased through  the  Bank  in  the  government  of  Kiev 
ro3e  from  98  roubles  per  dessiatin  in  1890  95  to 
117  roubles  in  1896  98,  134  roubles  in  1899- 1901,  and 
179  roubles  in  1902-5.  Within  about  fifteen  years 
the  price  of  the  land  purchased  through  the  Bank 
had  thus  doubled  itself,  and  the  policy  of  the  Bank 
played  an  important  part  in  this  inflation  of  prices. 
The  activity  of  the  Bank  had  also  the  effect  of 
raising  the  price  of  land  purchased  by  the  peasants 
independently. 

The  solicitude  displayed  by  the  co-called  Peasants' 


Bank  for  the  interests  of  the  nobility  has  become- 
especially  striking  since  1905.  The  peasant  move- 
ment of  1905-1906  created  among  the  landowners  a 
general  tendency  to  get  rid  of  their  land.  Whereas 
up  to  1906  the  area  offered  by  the  landowners  of 
European  Russia  to  the  Peasants'  Bank  amounted  on 
an  average  to  362  estates,  of  a  total  extent  of  609,000 
dessiatins,  a  year,  in  1906  the  figure  at  once  rose  to 
6,878  estates  of  a  total  area  of  7$  million  dessiatins, 
and  to  this  number  were  added  3,260  estates  with  an 
area  of  3  million  dessiatins  in  1907,  and  1,231  estates 
of  1  h  million  dessiatins  in  1908.  Thus  within  three 
years  the  landowners,  frightened  by  agrarian  dis- 
turbances and  by  the  prospect  of  forcible  expropria- 
tion, had  offered  the  Peasants'  Bank  over  10,000 
inherited  estates  of  a  total  area  of  12  million  dessia- 
tins. Their  example  was  followed  by  the  Crown 
Domains  Department,  which,  in  virtue  of  the  Ukase 
of  August  25th,  1906,  likewise  began  to  dispose  of  its 
landed  estates  to  the  Peasants'  Bank. 

What,  it  may  be  asked,  were  the  considerations 
that  induced  the  Peasants'  Bank  to  enter  the  market 
as  a  purchaser  of  the  estates  of  the  gentry  ? 

The   Agrarian  Disorders. 

A  somewhat  picturesque  and  fairly  candid  reply  to 
this  question  may  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Bank 
for  1907.    Here  we  read  : — 

"  The  burdensome  and  unfortunate  Japanese  War 
shook  the  foundations' of  the  national  prosperity, 
destroyed  confidence  in  the  ruling  classes,  and 
guided  the  depression  of  the  people  into  the 
channel  of  discontent  with  its  situation  and  a  desire 
to  find  a  way  out  of  it  for  themselves.  Agrarian 
disorders  took  place,  accompanied  by  the  destruction 
of  estates,  open  resistance  to  the  authorities,  and 
land-grabbing.  As  a  result  of  the  agrarian  disorders, 
the  unsettled  spirit  of  the  country,  and  the 
diminished  security  of  person  and  property,  many 
private  landowners  abandoned  their  estates,  which 
they  immediately  tried  to  sell.  In  the  temporary 
absence  of  a  demand  for  land  this  would  have 
resulted  in  a  sharp  fall  in  prices  and  in  the  land 
passing  for  a  mere  song  into  the  hands  of  accumu- 
lators and  speculators.  The  Government  resolved 
not  to  allow  the  ruin  of  the  landed  class,  which  had 
always  served  as  the  foundation  of  agriculture,  or 
the  exploitation  of  the  national  calamity  for  specula- 
tive purposes.  In  the  interests  of  the  State  the 
Government  itself  had  to  buy  up  the  lands." 

Paying  high  prices  to  the  landowners,  the  Peasants' 
Bank  was  reselling  to  the  peasants  at  a  still  higher 
price.  Even  when  reselling  Crown  domains,  the 
Bank  raised  their  price  considerably,  though  it  had 
bought  them  itself  at  a  somewhat  lower  price  than 
landowners'  estates.  Although  the  Ukase  of  August 
25th,  1906,  provided  that  the  Crown  domains  should 
be  sold  to  the  peasants  on  conditions  suited  to  their 
resources,  the  Bank  took  so  little  account  of  the 
peasants'  financial  capacity  that  the  average  price  of 
this  kind  of  land  sold  by  it  to  the  peasants  was 
higher  than  the  average  price  paid  by  the  peasants  to 
private  landowners.  Thus,  whereas  the  Bank  was 
created  with  the  idea  of  increasing  the  area  of  land 
under  peasant  ownership,  in  reality  it  promoted  an 
artificial  rise  of  prices  for  the  benefit  of  the  nobles. 

Evicted  Feasants. 

The  results  of  such  a  policy  have  been  strikingly 
exemplified  in  the  case  of  the  peasants  of  Stepanovka, 
in  the  government  of  Samara,  who,  on  the  night  of 
December  17th  last,  suffered  a  police  invasion,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  destroy  their  houses.  Tartars 
and  Tchuvashes  were  hired  from  the  neighbouring 
villages  to  carry  out  the  work  of  demolition,  and  one 
family  after  another  was  cast  out  into  the  snow  and 
exposed  to  the  severity  of  a  hard  frost.  The  organisers 
of  these  operations  did  not  even  provide  temporary 
sheds  for  the  evicted  peasants  and  their  infant 
children.  These  peasants  had  bought  their  land 
from  the  Peasants'  Bank,  and,  as  they  were  paying 
for  it  by  instalments,  the  Bank  had  decided  to  recog- 
nise them,  not  as  owners,  but  as  tenants,  pending  the 
full  discharge  of  the  debt.  Some  of  the  peasants 
accepted  the  demands  of  the  Bank  ;  but  others 
refused  to  submit.  Then  it  was  decided  to  demolish 
the  huts  occupied  by  the  more  obstinate  peasants. 

After  this  triumph  of  law  and  order,  the  news- 
papers reported  a  statement  made  by  M.  Khripunoff, 
the  manager  of  both  the  Nobility  and  the  Peasants' 
Banks,  who  said  that  Stepanovka  was  only  a  begin- 
ning, and  would  be  followed  by  similar  proceedings 
in  many  other  villages.  The  immediate  result  was 
that  increased  attention  was  devoted  in  Russia 
to  the  present  activities  of  the  Peasants'  Bank. 
Even  some  of  the  officials  of  the  Land  Organisation 
Department  began  to  protest.  "We  have  created 
peasant  holders,"  they  complained,  "  while  the 
Peasants'  Bank  is  turning  them  into  beggars." 

At  the  present  moment  it  is  being  recalled  that  in  the 
last  Imperial  I'kase  to  the  new  Minister  of  Finance 
there  was  some  talk  of  granting  increased  credit 
facilities  to  the  peasantry.  But  people  are 
wondering  who  is  going  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  that  Ukase,  seeing  that  hitherto  the  policy  of  the 
Peasants'  Bank  has  had  the  opposite  effect  of 
making  credit  dearer  and  of  ruining  the  peasants. 


VERA  TCHEBERYAK 

Further  Damaging  Revelations  in 
Unsuccessful  Libel  Action. 

The  last  of  the  series  of  libel  actions  brought  by 
Vera  Tcheberyak  against  various  journalists  resulted, 
as  did  all  the  previous  cases,  in  the  acquittal  of  the 
defendant,  who  on  this  occasion  was  M.  Brazul- 
Brushkovsky. 

The  Examining  Magistrate  Fenenko  repeated  the 
evidence  given  by  him  in  the  previous  cases,  and 
stated  that  various  circumstances  pointed  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  anonymou-,  letter  signed  "  A  Chris- 
tian,'' in  which  a  "  ritual "  character  was  first  attri- 
buted to  the  murder  of  Yuschinsky,  was  written  by 
Mand/.elevsky,  one  of  the  members  of  the  suspected 
gang. 

Replying  to  further  questions,  M.  Fenenko  stated 
that  he  had  no  time  to  act  upon  the  proofs  of  the 
complicity  of  Tcheberyak  which  he  had  discovered, 
since  the  case  was  taken  out  of  his  hands. 

Catherina  Dyakonova  deposed  that,  when  she 
advised  Vera  Tcheberyak  to  tell  the  truth,  the  latter 
rejoined:  — 

"  How  could  I  betray  my  own  brother  ?  He  might 
kill  me.  We  are  severe  on  informers.  He  would 
kill  me." 

The  witness  stated  further  that  she  had  seen  in 
Tcheberyak's  flat  the  feet  of  the  corpse  and  the 
bundle  that  contained  Yuschinsky's  body.  In  excited 
tones  she  declared  that  she  was  no  longer  afraid  of 
threats,  and  that  it  was  high  time  to  tell  the  whole 
truth. 


THE    PASSPORT  SYSTEM. 


Possible  Total  Abolition  in  Russia. 

The  Duma  Committee  for  the  consideration  of 
resolutions,  states  a  Reuter  telegram  from  St.  Peters- 
burg, has  approved  a  proposal  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee for  the  abolition  of  passports  for  persons 
wishing  to  go  abroad.  A  representative  of  the 
Government  opposed  immediate  abolition,  and 
declared  that  the  Government  would  in  the  new 
passport  law  probably  abolish  passports  altogether 
for  both  travellers  entering  and  leaving  Russia. 


MAD   FISHMONGER    AS  RITUAL 

"  EXPERT." 


In  its  last  "  ritual  murder "  agitation  the  Xovoe 
Vremya  made  extensive  use  of  the  authority  of  a 
mysterious  individual  whom  it  described  as  "  the 
very  learned  Jewish  theologian,  Rabbi  Leisel."  We 
have  now  been  made  acquainted  with  the  identity  of 
the  Novae  Vremya' s  "expert,"  who  is  at  present  being 
escorted  by  the  authorities  from  South  Russia  to  his 
native  place  of  Minsk  as  a  demented  person.  The 
fictitious  theologian's  real  name  is  not  Leisel,  but 
Leib  Levik,  and,  so  far  from  being  a  Rabbi  of  any 
sort,  in  Minsk  he  used  to  follow  the  occupation  of  a 
fishmonger.   


WAR   ON  EDUCATION. 


The  Golos  Moskvy  observes  with  sorrow  that  the 
condemnation  of  M.  Kasso  by  the  Duma  will 
probably  only  serve  to  strengthen  that  Minister's 
position,  and  to  guarantee  his  retention  in  the 
Cabinet. 

"  The  country,"  says  the  Octobrist  organ,  "  will 
continue  to  witness  the  appalling  ruin  of  its  schools, 
in  which  lies  the  pledge  of  its  future.  For  the  fatal 
mistakes  of  to-day  the  country  will,  perhaps,  have  to 
pay  ten  years  hence — and  who  knows  at  what  price  ? ' 


A   HUMAN  SHUTTLECOCK. 


The  Odessa  District  Court  has  sentenced  a  Jewess 
named  Akovitch  to  three  months'  imprisonment  and 
deportation  from  the  Empire  for  returning  to  Russia 
without  permission. 

The  condemned  woman  was  born  at  Odessa,  where 
she  passed  into  an  intermediate  school.  She  was 
expelled,  however,  on  the  ground  that  she  was  a 
Roumanian  subject,  and  the  Roumanian  Government 
thereupon  retaliated  by  sending  her  back  to  Russia. 
It  is  in  consequence  of  this  proceeding  that  she  now 
has  to  undergo  imprisonment. 


EXILES  SUICIDE. 


In  the  hospital  of  Blagovyeschensk,  a  town  in  the 
Far  East,  the  death  has  taken  place  of  a  political 
exile  named  V.  A.  Petroff,  who,  after  six  days'  agony, 
succumbed  to  self-inflicted  wounds.  Although  he 
was  only  twenty-four  when  he  committed  suicide, 
he  had  already  been  in  penal  servitude  for  three 
years,  and  had  spent  the  last  four  years  in  the  Amur 
province  as  an  exile  "  deprived  of  all  rights." 
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ON    THE  RUSSIAN  FRONTIER. 

The  Duma  will,  we  think,  do  well  to  persevere 
with  its  Bill  for  the  reform  of  the  Russian  pass- 
port system,  and  not  wait  for  the  Government 
measure  dealing  with  that  matter  which  it  is  the 
"  firm  intention  "  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
to  introduce.    We  have  known  so  many  Minis- 
terial promises  go  astray  in  Ru«sia  that  it  is 
impossible  to  banish  the  feeling  of  scepticism 
which  their  announcement  invariably  provokes. 
The   Government,   it    is   stated,   proposes  to 
abolish    the   system   by  which   passports  are 
necessary  for  persons  wishing  to  leave  Russia  or 
to  move  from  one  part  of  the  Empire  to  another. 
The  recommendation  of  the  Legislative  Proposals 
Committee  of  the  Duma  confines  itself,  we  under- 
stand, to  the  abolition  of  passports  in  the  case  of 
persons  leaving  Russia,  but  at  the  same  time 
seeks  to  do  away  also  with  the  heavy  tolls  at 
present  exacted  from  such  travellers.    A  little 
substance  is  worth  a  deal  of  shadow,  and  if  the 
Duma  waits  for  the  Government  to  perform  its 
undertaking  the  much-desired  reform  may  never 
be  established.    It  should  be   noted  that  the 
Cabinet's  pretensions  by  which  it  is  sought  to 
limit  the  Duma's  capacity  to  initiate  legislation 
could  not  possibly  hold  water  with  regard  to  the 
passports  measure,  because  the  Government  did 
not  give  notice  of  its  own  intention  to  tackle  the 
subject  within  the  statutory  period.    The  Duma 
may  therefore  go  ahead  with  its  proposals  undis- 
turbed by  the  preposterous  charge  of  unconsti- 
tutional activity  which  has  attended  some  of  its 
other  legislative  efforts. 

It  is  something  that  the  Government  itself 
recognises  the  vexatious  and  unnecessary  cha- 
racter of  the  passport  system  at  present  in  force. 
A  few  months  ago  the  evils  of  the  system  were 
vigorously  condemned  in  the  course  of  a  Duma 
debate.      On    the    Russian    frontier,    it  was 
declared,  every  traveller  is  regarded  as  a  sus- 
pected criminal.    Having  first  been  mulcted  in 
a  sum  of  fifteen  roubles  for  the  privilege  of  a 
passport,  he  is  subjected  to  a  most  degrading 
form    of  inquisition.     The  costly  document  is 
examined  over  and  over  again,  and  frequently  its 
possessor  is  searched  from  head  to  foot,  before 
being  locked  up  and  kept  in  a  state  of  virtual 
arrest  in  his  railway  carriage.     Such  a  system, 
exclaimed  M.  Roditcheff,  places  Russia  outside 
the  community  of  civilised  countries.    The  right 
of  law-abiding  citizens  to  move  about  freely  is 
denied  for  no  apparent  reason,  except  to  fill  the 
pockets  of  Government  officials.    The  amount  of 
bribery  that  accompanies  the  issue  of  passports 
is  enormous,  as  business  men  in  Russia  know  to 
their  particular  cost.    The  officials  can  expedite 
or  delay  the  completion  of  the  necessary  for- 
malities at  their  pleasure,  and  they  use  this  power 
without  scruple.     But  even   apart   from  this 
abuse  the  system  is  found  an  intolerable  nuisance, 
both  by  Russians  and  by  foreign  visitors.  Only 
a  few  weeks  ago  a  distinguished  French  litterateur 
who  had  been  lecturing  in  Russia  found  himself 
detained  for  three  days  at  the  frontier  on  his 
homeward  journey  waiting  for  his  passport  to  be 
endorsed.     Mediaeval  regulations  of  this  kind 
certainly  have  the  effect  of  frightening  foreigners 
away  from  the  country,  and  are  thus  a  direct  bar 
to  the  campaign  of  "  discovering  "  Russia  which 
it  is  now  being  sought  to  popularise. 

The  Reuter  telegram  we  published  last  week 


stated  that  the  Government's  intention  was  to 
abolish  passDorts  altogether  for  travellers  both 
entering  and  leaving  Russia.  If  this  forecast 
were  correct,  it  would  mean  that  the  vexed 
question  of  Jewish  passnorts  would  be  solved. 
Our  own  account  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
Duma  Committee,  however,  does  not  warrant 
this  statement.  It  is,  indeed,  extremely  unlikely 
that  the  Government  is  prepared  to  make  a  clean 
sweep  of  the  passpoit  regulations  imposed  on 
foreigners  entering  Russia,  or  to  remove  the 
restrictions  on  the  admission  of  foreign  Jews  at 
present  in  force.  And  yet  ten  years  ago  these 
restrictions  were  declared  by  a  Government 
Commission,  consistir>£  of  some  of  the  most 
extreme  Conservatives  and  anti-Semites  in 
Russia,  to  be  undesirable.  The  recommenda- 
tions that  were  made  then  have  been  dis- 
regarded ;  but  the  considerations  on  which  they 
were  based,  and  which  were  largely  connected 
with  the  interests  of  Russian  commerce,  are  just 
as  imperative  to-day.  This  is  a  question  with 
which  we  have  on  previous  occasions  dealt  so 
fully  that  the  arguments  bearing  upon  it  do  not 
need  repetition.  All  we  have  to  say  is  that  the 
Government  would  be  well  advised,  when  pro- 
ceeding to  its  promised  revision  of  the  passport 
rules,  to  abolish  also  the  restrictions  on  the 
entry  of  foreign  visitors,  which  have  already 
involved  Ra«:»i?.  ?r  -  .">'**  interns  *•■'»'> a  1  on it>v> lo- 
cations. Meanwhile,  the  Duma  may  profitably 
attempt  a  partial  reform  on  its  own  account. 


EVIL   OF  JEWISH  RESTRICTIONS. 


Business  Men  Protest  Against  an  "  Utterly 
Unbearable"  Situation. 


FINNISH  TARIFFS. 


The  Ekaterinoslav  Exchange  Committee  has  re- 
quested the  Council  of  Trade  and  Industry  Confer- 
ences to  support  its  petition  to  the  Ministry  of  Trade, 
pointing  out  the  ruinous  effect  which  the  new  Jewish 
restrictions  exercise  on  the  interests  of  Russian 
commerce. 

"  The  Jewish  question,"  says  the  Committee,  "  has 
recently  become  most  acute,  chiefly  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  local  authorities  make  the  widest  use  of 
their  power  of  interpreting  the  laws  in  a  sense  detri- 
mental to  Jews." 

The  restrictions  placed  in  the  way  of  the  Jews,  it 
is  further  stated,  have  long  ceased  to  be  merely  a 
Jewish  question,  but  have  assumed  a  general  import- 
ance to  the  economic  life  of  the  country.  Christian 
manufacturers,  just  as  much  as  the  Jews,  are  ignorant 
as  to  whom  they  may  grant  credit,  or  with  whom 
they  will  no  longer  be  able  to  settle  on  the  day 
following  a  transaction,  or  with  whom  they  will  have 
to  break  off  trade  relations  of  many  years'  standing, 
since  everyday  new  difficulties  are  being  created. 

The  expulsions  from  the  villages  are  causing  a 
threefold  injury  by  rendering  it  impossible  for  the 
expelled  Jews  to  settle  their  liabilities  ;  by  diminish- 
ing the  trade  turnover  between  the  towns  and  the 
country ;  and  by  driving  the  expelled  and  ruined 
dealers  into  the  Pale  of  Settlement,  where  they  are 
compelled  to  take  to  any  occupation  that  turns  up, 
starting  unsound  enterprises  and  creating  incredible 
competition,  which  again  results  in  wholesale  bank- 
ruptcies. 

As  the  abolition  of  the  existing  restrictions  and  the 
passing  of  new  laws  may  take  years  to  accom- 
plish, while  the  state  of  affairs  now  created  is  utterly 
unbearable,  the  Committee  petitions  the  Government 
to  apply  the  laws  with  regard  to  the  Jews  in  a  bene- 
volent manner,  and  to  issue  instructions  to  that  effect 
to  the  local  authorities. 


Bill  to  Impose  a  Duty  on  Foreign  Grain. 

On  the  15th  inst.,  by  a  majority  composed  of  the 
Right,  the  Nationalists,  and  the  Octobrists,  the  Duma 
resolved  to  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  the  separate 
clauses  of  the  Bill  which  provides  for  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  on  foreign  cereals  imported  into  Finland. 

M.  Tchkheidze  (Social  Democrat)  said  that  on 
June  16th,  1907,  the  October  Manifesto  was  with- 
drawn, and  on  June  30th,  1910,  the  Constitution  of 
Finland  was  abolished.  (Cries  from  the  Right: 
"Thank  God!")  By  adopting  the  Bill  the  Duma 
would  identify- itself  with  the  Act  of  June  30th,  and 
take  over  in  full  the  inheritance  of  the  third  Duma. 

Baron  Meyendorf,  the  only  Octobrist  who  opposed 
the  Bill,  said  that  even  the  supporters  of  the  Act  of 
June  30th,  1910,  must  see  the  unwisdom  of  employing 
the  method  of  Imperial  legislation,  which  was  suffi- 
ciently unpopular  as  it  was,  in  order  to  injure  the 
financial  interests  of  the  Finnish  population. 

M.  Roditcheff  (Cadet)  said  that  by  the  introduction 
of  a  duty  the  Duma  would  not  protect  the  normal 
price  of  grain,  since  in  normal  years  Russia  imported 
very  little  grain  from  abroad,  but  would  only  per- 
petuate famine  prices.  The  Bill  was  meant  to 
guarantee  that  Finland  should  enjoy  the  famine 
prices  ruling  in  Russia.  Russia  was  not  so  rich  that 
she  should  strain  her  energies  to  increase  her  grain 
exports.  Instead  of  priding  herself  on  the  figures  of 
her  grain  exports  Russia  should  rather  feel  ashamed 
of  the  insignificance  of  the  home  consumption  of 
her  grain,  since  in  this  respect  the  Russian  people 
occupied  the  last  place  among  civilised  nations.  It 
was,  moreover,  wrong  to  treat  Finland  as  a  con- 
quered province  without  regard  for  its  rights 
interests  The  indignation  of  the  Finnish  people  at 
the  Imperial  method  of  legislation  should  at  least  be 
mitigated  by  an  endeavour  to  show  that  the  new 
legislation  was  securing  for  the  Finnish  people 
improved  conditions  of  life,  and  not  famine  and 
distress.  At  the  moment  when  the  Duma  was  grant- 
ing enormous  sums  for  armaments  the  adoption  of 
that  Bill  would  create  at  the  very  gates  of  the  capital 
population  filled  with  hatred  against  them.  The 
watchword  of  Russian  policy  should  be  peaceful 
relations  with  the  peoples  inhabiting  the  Russian 
Empire. 

M.  Timasheff,  Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry, 
declared  that  the  Bill  was  free  from  all  suspicion  of 
illegality,  as  it  was  in  strict  conformity  with  the  Act 
of  June  30th,  1910.  He  opposed  the  suggestion, 
made  by  Baron  Meyendorf,  that  the  proposed  duty 
should  be  reduced  to  half  the  Customs  rates  in  force 
for  imports  of  grain  into  the  rest  of  the  Empire. 

Speaking  again  in  reply  to  the  argument  that  the 
Bill  would  be  useful  to  Russian  millers,  M.  Roditcheff 
observed  that  those  who  were  looking  after  the 
interests  of  the  milling  industry  should  direct  their 
endeavours,  in  the  first  place,  towards  removing  the 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  raising  capital  for  joint-stock 
enterprises  which  the  Ministry  of  Trade  had  just 
been  creating. 


THE   STRUGGLE   IN  FINLAND. 


The  Assistant  Public  Prosecutor  has  lodged  a 
protest  against  the  acquittal  of  several  Jews  by  the 
Court  of  Kursk  on  a  charge,  instituted  under  Article 
1,171  of  the  Penal  Code,  of  residing  in  certain  locali- 
ties without  authorisation. 


More  Equality  Law  Sentences  on  Finnish 
Magistrates. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

Helsingfors,  June  17th. 
The  Russian  authorities  have  not  yet  realised  that 
the  sentences  passed  on  law-abiding  Finnish  magis- 
trates are  producing  an  effect  exactly  opposite  to  that 
intended.  Instead  of  crushing  the  spirit  of  resist- 
ance, they  are  giving  it  new  life.  A  year  ago  a 
Russian  wig-maker  applied  to  the  Helsingfors  magis- 
tracy for  permission  to  carry  on  his  business  in  the 
Finnish  capital.  The  magistrates,  in  accordance  with 
Finnish  law,  referred  him  to  the  Governor.  They 
have  now  been  sentenced  by  the  St.  Petersburg 
District  Court  to  four  months'  imprisonment  each, 
with  loss  of  the  right  to  occupy  any  public  position 
for  two  years.  This  sentence  is  milder  than  the  other 
Equality  Law  sentences,  because  the  maeistrates  in 
question  were  only  acting  members.  The  punish- 
ment, however,  is  severe  enough,  as  they  will  have  to 
spend  the  summer  in  a  Russian  prison  ;  and  what 
that  means  may  better  be  imagined  than  described. 
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TRIAL    OF  TWENTY-FIVE 
BARRISTERS. 

Sent  to   Prison    for  Protesting  Against 
the    Blood  Accusation. 


On  November  5th  last  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Bar  of  the  St.  Petersburg  High  Court  District  passed 
the  following  resolution  of  protest  against  the  trial  of 
Beilis  on  a  charge  of  "  ritual  murder  "  : — 

"  This  general  meeting  of  the  Bar  considers  it 
to  be  the  professional  and  civic  duty  of  the  body 
of  Advocates  to  give  expression  to  its  protest 
against  the  perversion  of  the  foundations  of 
justice  manifested  in  the  institution  of  the  trial 
of  Beilis  ;  against  a  libel  which  has  been  rejected 
by  the  whole  of  civilised  humanity  being  judi- 
cially levelled  against  the  Jewish  people  ;  and 
against  the  imposition  upon  the  Court  of  the 
inappropriate  task  of  propagating  ideas  of  dis- 
sension and  national  hatred. 

"  This  mockery  of  the  bases  of  social  life 
lowers  and  degrades  Russia  before  the  whole 
world,  and  we  raise  our  voice  in  defence  of  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  Russia." 
The  prosecution  of  all  the  barristers  who  subscribed 
to  this  resolution  was  immediately  ordered.  Sub- 
sequently, however,  the  number  of  the  accused  was 
narrowed  down  to  twenty-five,  and  these  were  called 
upon  to  appear  before  the  St.  Petersburg  District 
Court  on  the  15th  inst.,  on  charges  instituted  under 
various  Articles  of  the  Penal  Code.     The  indict- 
ment alleged  that  the  prisoners  were  guilty  of  having 
used  "  expressions  clearly  insulting  to  the  superior 
officials  of  the  central  administration  of  the  Ministry 
of  Justice  and  to  the  High  Court  of  Kiev  with  regard 
to  the  execution  of  their  duties." 

After  reading  the  indictment  the  Public  Prose- 
cutor, M.  Adamovitch,  put  in  documents  with  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Beilis  case  signed  by  the 
Minister  of  Justice  and  M.  Milutin,  the  Director  of 
the  same  Department,  in  order  to  prove  that  the 
alleged  libel  was  directed  against  those  two  dignitaries. 

A   Unanimous  Resolution. 

Advocate  S.  D.  Korsh,  who  presided  at  the  meeting 
of  November  5th,  deposed  that  nobody  objected  to 
the  substance  of  the  resolution,  and  the  only  discus- 
sion was  whether  it  was  in  order.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  there  was  no  necessity  to  count  the  votes,  as 
the  resolution  was  passed  by  acclamation. 

Advocate  N.  D.  Sokoloff  stated  that  he  was  the 
formal  mover  of  the  resolution.  The  Beilis  trial,  he 
said,  had  created  alarm  and  disquiet  among  the 
whole  Russian  public,  and  the  members  of  the  Bar 
in  particular.  For  the  first  time  in  Russia  the  prose- 
cution had  formally  raised  against  a  Jew  an  accusa- 
tion of  "  ritual  murder."  In  previous  cases  of  that 
kind,  as,  for  instance,  at  Saratov  and  Kutais,  there 
had  been  no  direct  charge  of  murder  committed  out 
of  religious  fanaticism  and  for  "  ritual "  purposes.  In 
the  Beilis  case,  however,  the  official  prosecution  had 
sanctioned  the  blood  accusation  by  embodying  in  the 
indictment  the  evidence  of  the  priest  Pranaytis,  who 
declared  "  ritual  murder  "  to  be  a  Jewish  practice. 

On  reading  in  the  indictment  the  affirmation  of 
Pranaytis  that  this  alleged  practice  was  being  taught 
at  every  Rabbinical  college,  the  members  of  the  Bar, 
along  with  the  best  elements  of  the  Russian  public, 
were  greatly  alarmed.  It  was  clear  that  the  accusa- 
tion was  not  directed  against  Beilis,  but  against  the 
whole  of  Jewry. 

Fruits  of  the   "Ritual"  Legend. 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  Beilis  case  the  "  ritual " 
legend  used  to  appear  in  evidence  given  by  illiterate 
folk,  while  the  public  prosecutors  used  to  protest 
against  its  acceptance  as  a  motive  for  a  crime.  They 
knew  perfectly  well  what  were  the  results  of  such 
legends ;  they  were  quite  familiar  with  anti-Jewish 
pogroms  which  had  invariably  been  preceded  by 
scares  of  this  kind.  Whereas  in  previous  cases  the 
legend  was  only  referred  to  in  the  indictment  in 
order  to  be  disposed  of,  in  the  Beilis  indictment,  on 
the  contrary,  it  was  directly  affirmed. 

By  their  resolution  the  members  of  the  Bar  had 
not  intended  to  express  any  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Beilis,  but  to  protest  against 
the  enormity  of  submitting  to  a  jury  the  general 
question  whether  "ritual  murder"  was  practised 
among  Jews.  Witness  had  taken  care  to  eliminate 
from  the  draft  resolution  any  allusion  to  the  Minister 
of  Justice  or  to  any  other  official  in  particular.  Their 
names  were  not  even  mentioned  at  the  meeting.  The 
resolution,  representing  as  it  did  the  feeling  of  the 
entire  Bar,  had  been  carried  unanimously,  and  he 
ventured  to  think  that  it  also  expressed  at  the  time 
the  opinion  of  the  best  part  of  Russia. 

Bar   and  Politics. 

Advocate  A.  V.  Bobrischeff- Pushkin,  who  is  politi- 
cally a  Conservative,  demanded  the  production  of  the 
journals  of  the  general  meetings  in  order  to  show 
that  it  was  customary  to  discuss  political  matters  of 


importance,  and  in  particular  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting  of  December  3rd,  1905,  at  which  it  was 
decided  to  present  a  petition  for  a  Constitution. 

The  Public  Prosecutor  vigorously  protested  against 
the  reading  of  these  minutes.  It  was  pointed  out  in 
reply  that  the  general  meetings  of  barristers  were 
not  public,  and  were  not  subject  to  the  regulations 
relating  to  meetings  and  associations,  so  that  the 
Government  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  pro- 
ceedings Nor  had  the  Government  ever  previously 
interfered  throughout  the  forty-nine  years  of  the 
existence  of  their  corporation,  although  in  the  minutes 
of  the  previous  years  they  would  find  petitions  and 
resolutions  of  a  far  more  drastic  character. 

Advocate  A.  A.  Demyanoff  testified  to  the  fact  that 
the  behaviour  of  the  accused  at  the  meeting  had  not 
differed  in  any  way  from  that  of  the  hundreds  of 
other  barristers  who  were  present. 

The  evidence  of  Advocate  N.  P.  Karabtchevsky, 
who  acted  as  leading  counsel  for  Beilis,  was  next 
read.  M.  Karabtchevsky  deposed  that  the  resolution 
had  been  conveyed  to  him  by  the  St.  Petersburg 
barristers  by  telegram.  He  did  not  mention  it  to  any 
reporter  or  interviewer,  considering  the  message  to 
be  a  private  affair  between  himself  and  his  colleagues, 
and  not  intended  for  publication  in  the  Press. 

Advocate  Bobrischeff-Pushkin  stated  that  the 
resolution  was  adopted  by  the  barristers  present 
without  distinction  of  party.  It  was  a  real  general 
meeting,  inspired  by  a  unanimous  enthusiasm. 

Difficulties   of  Beilis' s  Defence. 

One  of  the  witnesses  for  the  defence  was  Advocate 
O.  O.  Grusenberg,  who  acted  as  counsel  for  Beilis. 
Asked  as  to  the  general  circumstances  of  the  trial  of 
Beilis,  M.  Grusenberg  stated  that  the  position  of  the 
defence  was  extremely  difficult,  since  at  any  moment 
a  misfortune  was  to  be  expected.  For  instance, 
during  the  preliminary  inquiry,  when  the  proceed- 
ings had  to  be  kept  secret,  M.  Zamyslovsky  came 
down  to  Kiev,  where  he  delivered  a  lecture  on  the 
very  case,  the  Public  Prosecutor,  M.  Tchaplinsky, 
being  among  the  audience. 

At  the  trial  itself  the  horror  of  the  evidence  given 
by  Pranaytis  lay  in  the  fact  that  he  was  talking  all 
the  time  about  religion,  reviling  the  Scriptures  that 
were  sacred  both  to  Jews  and  to  Christians. 

"  What  do  you  say  about  the  works  of  Neophyte  ?" 
witness  was  asked. 

Advocate  Grusenberg :  "  The  Council  of  the 
Empire  had  declared  the  works  of  Neophyte  to  be 
the  ravings  of  a  lunatic  ;-but  the  indictment  cited 
long  quotations  from  that  collection  of  illiterate 
absurdities." 

The  next  witness  was  Advocate  D.  I.  Grigorovitch- 
Barsky,  another  counsel  for  Beilis,  who  stated  that 
the  Kiev  Bar  had  expressed  its  agreement  with  the 
resolution  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Bar,  and  had  also 
passed  a  resolution  of  protest  against  the  prosecution 
of  their  colleagues,  which  they  looked  upon  as  an 
attack  upon  the  rights  and  the  dignity  of  the  Bar. 

Public   Prosecutor's  Conduct. 

The  President  of  the  Court  forbade  witness  to 
answer  a  question  put  by  one  of  the  accused,  M. 
Pereverzeff,  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  Public 
Prosecutor,  M.  Tchaplinsky.  Advocate  Pereverzeff 
thereupon  protested.  "  The  conduct  of  Tchap- 
linsky," he  said,  "  revolted  me  all  along.  Now  I  am 
charged  with  insulting  high  officials,  and  it  is  essen- 
tial to  make  it  clear  whether  those  officials  deserved 
it  or  not." 

Another  of  the  accused,  Advocate  P.  A.  Koro- 
vitchenko,  said  that  in  the  present  case  the  barristers 
were  charged  with  having  circulated  their  resolution, 
whereas  in  reality  that  resolution  had  only  been  pub- 
lished by  the  Novoe  Vremya  and  von  Egert,  against 
whom  no  prosecution  whatever  had  been  instituted. 
After  detailing  various  irregularities  in  the  procedure, 
M.  Korovitchenko  observed  that  in  his  former  capacity 
as  Examining  Magistrate  for  Court-martial  cases  he 
had  never  seen  an  inquiry  conducted  after  the 
manner  of  the  present  case.  Indeed,  in  order  to 
bring  the  alleged  offence  under  the  operation  of  the 
desired  Article  of  the  Penal  Code  the  Examining 
Magistrate  had  been  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
writing  a  whole  treatise  on  the  scope  of  that  Article. 

The  Sentences. 

The  Public  Prosecutor,  addressing  the  Court, 
divided  the  accused  into  two  groups,  demanding  the 
application  of  Article  279  against  the  authors  and 
initiators  of  the  protest,  and  of  Article  280 
against  the  rest  of  the  accused,  insisting,  however, 
that  in  both  cases  the  maximum  penalty  should  be 
inflicted. 

At  the  close  of  the  evidence  and  the  speeches  the 
Court,  which  was  composed  of  Crown  judges  with- 
out a  jury,  pronounced  all  the  accused  guilty,  sen- 
tencing Advocates  Sokoloff  and  Kerensky  to  eight 
months'  and  each  of  the  others  to  six  months' 
imprisonment.  The  sentences  involve  the  loss  of 
political  rights. 

On  the  17th  inst.  four  hundred  printers  employed 
in  St.  Petersburg  went  out  on  strike  as  a  protest 
against  the  trial  of  the  St.  Petersburg  barristers. 


COMPETENCE   OF  THE  DUMA. 

Government's    Attack    on  Legislative 
Rights  Baulked  by  the  Upper  House. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  some  weeks  ago,  when 
a  Bill  which  sought  to  improve  the  position  of 
teachers  in  girls'  schools  came  up  for  discussion  in 
the  Duma,  the  Assistant-Minister  of  Education, 
Baron  Taube,  propounded  the  astonishing  theory 
that  the  Duma  was  not  entitled  to  proceed  to  the 
discussion  of  any  private  measure  if  the  Government 
had  previously  undertaken  to  draft  a  Bill  on  the 
same  subject. 

The  Duma  almost  unanimously  refused  to  sub- 
scribe to  this  doctrine,  which  would  enable  the 
Government  to  shelve  for  ever  any  Bill  that  was  not 
to  its  liking  by  merely  professing  the  intention  to 
draw  up  a  similar  measure  itself.  The  Lower  House 
therefore  proceeded  with  its  Bill,  which  was  passed, 
and  in  due  course  sent  up  to  the  Council  of  the 
Empire,  although,  owing  to  the  categorical  refusal 
of  the  Ministry  of  Education  to  supply  the  Duma 
with  the  necessary  material  and  references,  it  was 
passed  in  a  somewhat  imperfect  form. 

In  this  shape  the  Bill  reached  the  F  inancial  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  of  the  Empire.  On  the  day 
fixed  for  its  discussion  M.  Akimoff,  the  President  01 
the  Upper  House,  himself  took  the  chair,  and  called 
upon  the  Assistant-Minister  of  Education  to  give  his 
views  on  the  proposals  contained  in  the  Bill. 

Baron  Taube  thereupon  announced  that  the 
Ministry  of  Education  absolutely  insisted  on  the 
rejection  of  the  Duma  Bill,  in  order  to  avoid  setting 
up  an  undesirable  precedent.  Otherwise,  he  said, 
the  Government  would  be  at  a  loss  to  know  when  it 
might,  without  wasting  its  time,  proceed  to  draft  a 
Bill,  since  the  Duma  might  itself  simultaneously 
draft  a  similar  measure. 

Defence  of  the   Duma's  Rights. 

If,  however,  Baron  Taube  counted  on  the  Council 
of  the  Empire  displaying  its  customary  attitude 
towards  the  Lower  Chamber,  he  was  greatly  dis- 
appointed. To  everybody's  surprise,  it  was  the 
President  of  the  Council  himself  who  took  up  the 
defence  of  the  rights  of  the  Duma. 

The  Upper  House,  said  M.  Akimoff,  could  not 
possess  more  extensive  legislative  rights  than  the 
Duma,  and  therefore  could  not  presume  to  enter  into 
the  investigation  of  such  questions.  Once  a  Bill 
had  passed  through  the  Duma  with  the  observation 
of  all  the  necessary  formalities  of  a  purely  technical 
character,  and,  duly  provided  with  the  signature  of 
the  Duma  President,  had  reached  the  Council  of  the 
Empire,  the  latter  was  bound  to  consider  it  on  its 
merits  and  pronounce  its  decision  with  regard 
thereto.  Only  in  cases  where  the  Duma,  in  drafting 
a  Bill,  clearly  infringed  its  own  Constitution,  or 
dealt  with  a  matter  that  was  beyond  its  competence 
(such  as  the  alteration  or  extension  of  the  Funda- 
mental Laws),  would  the  Council  of  the  Empire  be 
bound  to  interpose  its  veto  and  stop  the  progress  of 
the  measure  presented.  In  no  other  case  could  the 
Council  be  the  judge  of  the  Duma,  and  it  was  idle 
for  the  representative  of  the  Government  to  quote 
such  arguments  for  the  rejection  of  a  Duma  Bill. 

Seeing  that  the  relations  between  the  Duma  and 
the  Council  of  the  Empire  had  not  been  satisfactorv 
of  late,  it  was  desirable,  concluded  M.  Akimoff,  to 
direct  their  efforts  towards  establishing  a  mutual 
confidence  and  understanding,  and  this  was  only 
possible  when  either  Chamber  scrupulously  respected 
the  dignity  of  the  other.  M.  Akimoff  even  suggested 
the  expediency  of  deleting  Baron  Taube's  declara- 
tion from  the  minutes  of  the  Financial  Committee, 
but  the  Assistant-Minister  of  Education,  though 
greatly  disconcerted,  recovered  himself  sufficiently 
to  demand  that  his  statement  should  be  duly 
recorded.  M.  Akimoff  did  not  press  the  point,  and 
the  Committee  thereupon  proceeded  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  Bill. 

The   Government  Blamed. 

The  Committee  recognised  unanimously  that  the 
financial  provisions  of  the  Bill  had  not  been  properly 
worked  out,  but  declared  that  the  fault  lay  not  with 
the  Duma,  but  with  the  Ministry  of  Education,  which 
had  refused  to  supply  the  necessary  materials. 

Baron  Taube,  while  admitting  the  necessity  of 
obtaining  official  information,  announced  that,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  law  had  been  infringed  by 
the  Duma,  the  Ministry  of  Education  would  apply  to 
the  Council  of  Ministers  for  its  decision  on  the 
matter  in  dispute,  and,  if  the  latter  should  pronounce 
the  position  taken  up  by  the  Duma  and  the  Council 
of  the  Empire  to  be  correct,  the  materials  would  be 
supplied.  In  the  contrary  event,  the  Council  of  the 
Empire  would  have  to  appeal,  not  to  the  Minister  of 
Education,  but  to  the  Cabinet  as  a  whole. 

Ultimately  the  Committee  resolved  by  9  votes  to  3 
to  adjourn  the  examination  of  the  Bill  until  the 
autumn,  and  to  demand  that  in  the  interval  the 
Ministry  of  Education  should  supply  the  necessary 
information. 


Jine  24.  1914. 
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on  the  Persecution  oe  the  Vaudois. 


NOTES. 


The  Duma's  New  Champion. 

The  Government  has  more  than  once  appeared 
to  be  in  conflict  with  the  Council  of  the  Empire 
when  certain  reforms  of  its  own  introduction 
have  been  summarily  rejected.  On  most  of 
these  occasions,  however,  the  difference  of 
opinion  has  been  little  more  than  a  pretence, 
since  the  reforms  in  question  would  never  have 
been  proposed  except  in  the  knowledge  that  the 
Upper  House  would  throw  them  out.  The 
Financial  Committee  of  that  Chamber,  however, 
has  just  dealt  the  Government  a  blow  as 
real  as  it  was  unexpected,  and  the  attack  derives 
especial  significance  from  the  fact  that  it  was  led 
by  the  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Empire, 
M.  Akimoff.  Briefly,  what  the  Committee  has 
done  is  to  disregard  the  demand  of  the  Ministry 
of  Education  for  the  rejection  of  a  Bill  passed 
by  the  Duma,  the  Government  contention  being 
that  the  Duma  has  no  right  to  accept  a  private 
measure  on  a  subject  with  which  a  Minister  has 
already  announced  his  intention  of  dealing.  As 
we  have  previously  explained,  the  object  of  this 
claim  is  to  deprive  the  Duma  of  all  initiative  in 
the  matter  of  legislation  by  the  simple  expedient 
of  promising  Government  Bills  on  any  question 
to  which  the  House  may  wish  to  address  itself. 
The  promise  might  never  be  fulfilled,  but  its 
effect  would  be  to  place  a  permanent  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  legislation  which  does  not  accord 
with  the  views  of  the  Cabinet.  The  Financial 
Committee  of  the  Upper  House  has  spoilt  this 
ingenious  scheme  to  the  extent  that  it  has  refused 
to  accept  the  Government's  plea  of  illegal  origin 
as  a  reason  for  throwing  out  a  Bill  sent  up  from 
the  Duma  ;  and  it  has  even  gone  the  length  of 
requiring  the  Minister  of  Education  to  furnish 
information  with  regard  to  the  subject  of  the 
measure  which  it  has  hitherto  declined  to  give.  A 
case  of  Satan  rebuking  sin,  no  doubt ;  but  none 
the  less  effective  on  that  account. 


Ruinous  Restrictions. 

The  Committee  of  the  Ekaterinoslav  Exchange 
has  drawn  up  a  petition  for  presentation  to  the 
Government,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  be 
adopted  by  the  larger  body  whose  co-operation 
is  invited.  In  this  document  we  find  clearly 
exposed  the  ruinous  way  in  which  Jewish 
restrictions  react  upon  the  whole  commercial 
community.  Apart  from  the  new  company 
restrictions,  which  have  caused  so  universal  an 
outcry  among  Russian  business  men  and  created 
a  most  alarming  and  disastrous  panic  on  the 
Russian  Bourses,  attention  is  specially  directed 
to  the  arbitrary  manner  in  which  the  local 
authorities  execute  the  laws  relating  to  the  Jews. 
The  injury  caused  by  the  wholesale  expulsions 
from  the  villages  is  incalculable.  Hundreds  of 
ruined  Jews  have  been  unable  to  meet  their 
liabilities  in  the  places  where  they  have  been 
trading  honestly  and  successfully  for  many  years. 
Crowded  into  the  Pale  with  only  their  wits  to 
live  on,  they  are  of  necessity  forced  to  engage  in 
•doubtful  enterprises  which  further  swell  the  list 


of  bankruptcies,  while  the  fierce  competition 
that  is  engendered  in  the  congested  districts 
cuts  down  prices  to  a  point  that  means  practical 
starvation  for  the  producer.  Moreover,  this 
policy  of  expulsion  strikes  a  mortal  blow  at 
trade  between  the  towns  and  the  villages.  Every 
Jewish  expulsion,  in  fact,  brings  in  its  train  the 
ruin  of  scores  of  non- Jewish  workers,  and  against 
this  intolerable  state  of  affairs  all  who  are 
interested  in  Russian  commerce  are  bound  to 
register  an  indignant  protest. 

Finland's  Grain  Imports. 

The  Duma  has  now  under  consideration  the 
Bill  which  seeks  to  impose  a  duty  on  foreign 
grain  imported  into  Finland.  If  it  is  passed 
and  brought  into  operation,  it  will  be  a  fine 
thing  for  the  Russian  landowners,  millers,  and 
grain-dealers,  and  will  impose  a  heavy  burden 
on  the  Finnish  people.  Hitherto  Finland,  whose 
soil  is  too  poor  for  the  cultivation  of  cereals,  has 
been  accustomed  to  import  most  of  her  food- 
supplies  from  abroad,  finding  it  cheaper  to  do  so 
than  to  buy  Russian  corn  owing  to  the  lack  of 
adequate  ti'ansport  facilities.  Now,  however, 
her  people  will  be  practically  compelled  to  use 
exclusively  Russian  produce,  and  the  price  of 
bread  in  the  Grand  Duchy  will  undergo  a  sharp 
rise.  That  will  not  be  the  only  result  of  the 
passage  of  this  shamelessly  selfish  measure, 
whose  sole  object  is  to  enrich  certain  classes  of 
the  Russian  population  at  the  expense  of  the 
Finnish  people.  It  will  be  enforced  as  an  act  of 
Imperial  legislation,  without  reference  to  the 
Finnish  Parliament,  and  therefore  will  have  no 
legal  authority  in  the  eyes  of  the  Finnish  Con- 
stitutionalists. The  Finnish  Customs  officials 
will  refuse  to  operate  it,  and  accordingly  will  be 
consigned  to  Russian  gaols  and  replaced  by 
Russian  tchinovnihs  of  the  usual  unscrupulous 
stamp.  Thus  the  Finns  will  be  forced  to  buy 
bread  at  famine  prices  and  to  see  the  administra- 
tion of  their  country  given  over  to  anarchy  and 
corruption,  merely  in  order  that  the  Russian 
grain  trade  may  gather  in  larger  profits.  The 
peasants  who  harvest  the  corn  will  not  gain, 
because  their  crops  are  seldom  at  their  own 
disposal.  The  passage  of  the  Bill  will  be  a 
calamity ;  and  it  is  with  deep  misgiving  that  we 
note  the  interest  which  the  Octobrists  appear  to 
be  taking  in  its  progress. 

The  Great  Vendetta. 

While  the  Russian  authorities  are  taking  care 
to  turn  no  stone  that  may  lead  to  the  detection 
of  the  real  murderers  of  Yuschinsky,  and  while 
Vera  Tcheberyak  and  her  fellow-criminals,  of 
whose  complicity  in  the  murder  all  honest 
investigators  of  the  facts  are  firmly  convinced, 
are  free  from  all  fear  of  pi'osecution,  the  Govern- 
ment continues  with  unabated  zeal  to  hound 
down  everybody  in  Russia  who  dared  to  raise  a 
voice  of  protest  against  the  trumped-up  charge 
of  "  ritual  murder"  brought  against  Beilis.  The 
latest  victims  of  this  official  vendetta  are  twenty- 
five  St.  Petersburg  barristers  who  in  November 
last  subscribed  to  a  resolution  denouncing  the 
trial  as  "  a  perversion  oif  the  foundations  of 
justice,"  and  who  declared  that,  in  levelling 
against  the  Jewish  people  a  libel  which  had  been 
rejected  by  the  whole  of  civilised  humanity,  the 
authorities  were  imposing  upon  the  Kiev  Court 
"  the  inappropriate  task  of  propagating  ideas  of 
dissension  and  national  hatred."  After  a  brief 
trial  all  these  outspoken  barristers  have  been  con- 
demned to  terms  of  imprisonment  ranging  from 
six  to  eight  months.  We  can  well  imagine  what 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the  District 
Court  of  St.  Petersburg  (which  has  already 
made  itself  notorious  by  ipassine:  sentences  of 
imprisonment  on  scores  of  loyal  Finnish  Judges 
and  magistrates)  to  produce  such  a  verdict. 
The  Government  is  still  smarting  under  the 
terrible  exposure  to  which  it  was  subjected  in 
the  sight  of  the  whole  world  at  the  time  of  the 


Beilis  trial,  and  cannot  forgive  those  of  its  own 
subjects  who  helped  to  make  that  exposure  more 
complete.  Nor  has  it  recovered  from  the  heavy 
blow  dealt  it  by  the  Kiev  Court  in  acquitting 
Beilis,  for  which  it  is  exacting  a  savage  requital. 
The  St.  Petersburg  barristers  said  no  more  than 
was  being  said  at  the  time  in  every  newspaper 
and  at  countless  gatherings  in  every  civilised 
country.  But  Russian  justice,  as  far  as  it  can 
be  controlled  officially,  has  a  code  peculiar  to 
itself,  in  whose  provisions  civilised  opinion 
enjoys  no  recognition.  We  deeply  sympathise 
with  the  brave  men  who  have  been  punished  for 
raising  their  voices  "  in  defence  of  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  Russia  "  ;  but  they  should  have 
known  that  the  Government  would  allow  their 
country  neither  of  these  qualities. 

Russian    Colonists    in  Persia. 

The  information  we  published  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  relating  to  the  systematic 
colonisation  of  Northern  Persia  by  Russian 
settlers  is  confirmed  by  the  Teheran  correspon- 
dent of  the  Times.  In  Azerbaijan,  he  tells  us, 
it  is  estimated  that  roughly  one-third  of  the 
land  and  resources  of  the  province  has  already 
passed  under  Russian  control  ;  and  he  adds  that 
"  no  secret  is  made  of  the  Russian  intention  to 
persist  in  the  present  course."  At  the  same 
time  the  collection  of  taxes  by  the  Russian 
Consuls — a  violently  illegal  proceeding — is  being 
still  further  extended.  The  Russians  claim  that 
this  method  of  gaining  practical  control  of  the 
country  by  means  of  land  purchase  constitutes 
no  infringement  of  the  Anglo-Russian  Agree- 
ment. But  the  dominating  motive  of  that 
instrument  was  to  preserve  the  integrity  of 
Persia,  and  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  the 
latest  Russian  move  is  obviously  antagonistic  to 
that  principle.  If  it  were  an  ordinary  case  of 
voluntary  emigration  on  the  part  of  the  Russian 
settlers,  it  would  no  doubt  be  difficult  to  raise 
any  valid  objection.  But  it  is  the  duty  of  Great 
Britain  to  inquire  how  far  this  movement,  which 
has  assumed  such  huge  dimensions,  has  been 
organised  and  assisted  by  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment, and  by  what  methods  the  native  Khans 
have  been  induced  to  part  with  their  lands — at 
the  prevailing  price,  we  believe,  of  ninepence  an 
acre.  The  revelations  that  would  result  from  this 
inquiry  would,  we  are  convinced,  show  that  the 
spirit  of  the  Anglo-Russian  Agreement  has  been 
signally  violated. 

MURDER   OF   A   JEWISH  BOY. 


Suspect  Sentenced  on  Another  Charge. 

The  authorities  appear  finally  to  have  withdrawn 
the  absurd  and  cruel  prosecution  of  the  Jew  Ephraim 
Pashkoff,  the  father  of  the  murdered  boy  Joseph 
Pashkoff.  Complete  failure  has  attended  the 
endeavour  to  make  out  that  the  corpse  was  that  of  a 
Christian  boy  who  had  been  murdered  by  the  Jews 
for  "  ritual "  purposes,  while  Pashkoff's  own  son  had 
been  spirited  away  abroad. 

On  June  14th  MM.  Axenfeld  and  Melamed,  who 
went  bail  for  Pashkoff  and  his  assistant  Gutharz 
when  the  latter  were  arrested,  were  released  from 
their  bond.  Pashkoff  and  Gutharz  were  made  to 
sign  an  undertaking  not  to  absent  themselves  from 
Fastov  without  leave  from  the  Examining  Magis- 
trate. 

Ivan  Gontcharuk,  who  was  originally  arrested  on 
suspicion  of  having  murdered  Joseph  Pashkoff,  has 
just  been  tried  before  the  District  Court  of  Kiev  on  a 
charge  of  demolishing  a  house  and  attacking  its 
inmates  on  the  Yurovka  estate,  in  the  district  of 
Kiev,  the  property  of  a  landowner  named  Ozerovsky. 
Although  the  outrage  was  committed  as  far  back  as 
May,  1906,  the  trial  could  not  take  place  before, 
owing  to  Gontcharuk's  disappearance. 

It  was  stated  in  Court  that  Gontcharuk,  who  is 
forty-five  years  old,  had  previously  been  in  the  dock 
on  eight  occasions,  had  served  five  sentences  in  cor- 
rectional prisons,  and  had  been  deported  to  Siberia 
and  deprived  of  all  rights.  His  various  sentences 
totalled  eleven  years.  He  returned  from  Siberia  in 
1906,  at  the  time  of  the  agrarian  troubles,  when  he 
led  the  attack  on  Ozerovsky's  estate. 

The  Court  found  Gontcharuk  guilty,  and  sentenced 
him  to  twenty-two  months'  imprisonment. 


100 


DARKEST  RUSSIA. 


Jr.M-.  24.  \'.H4. 


EXPLOITED  PEASANTS. 


Harvests   Seized  by    (he    Authorities  to 
Pay    for  Allotments. 


[In  view  of  the  preposterous  statements  by  the  Times 
that  the  emancipation  of  the  Russian  Jews  is 
undesirable  because  of  the  fear  that  they  would 
exploit  the  peasants,  the  following  article,  which 
shows  up  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Peasants'  Bank  as  the  real  exploiters  of  the  agri- 
cultural workers,  is  extremely  instructive.  The 
methods  by  which  the  peasants  are  prevented 
from  enjoying  the  fruits  of  the  harvest  are 
characteristically  unscrupulous  and  totally  op- 
posed to  the  interests  of  Russun  agriculture. — 
Ed.  D.  R.] 


As  soon  as  the  crops  ripen,  consultations  regularly 
take  place  between  the  Ministers,  the  manager  of 
the  Imperial  Bank,  and  other  representatives  of  the 
departments  interested  in  their  realisation.  They 
ascertain  the  extent  of  the  harvest,  the  number  of 
trucks  required  for  conveying  the  grain  to  the  ports, 
and  the  number  of  trucks  available  for  that  purpose. 
Their  chief  concern,  however,  is  to  maintain  prices 
at  a  reasonable  figure,  and  in  order  to  effect  this  the 
Imperial  Bank  is  in  the  habit  of  granting  extensive 
loans  on  the  security  of  the  grain.  During  these 
proceedings  the  peasant  is  the  main  topic  of  con- 
versation in  Government  circles.  The  official  and 
semi-official  Press  fill  their  columns  with  discussions 
of  the  problem  how  to  save  the  peasants  from  the 
necessity  of  throwing  their  grain  immediately  on  the 
market  and  thus  causing  an  inevitable  depreciation. 
One  might  imagine  that  this  was  the  Government's 
sole  care. 

Garnisheed  Crops. 

But  all  the  time  another  subject  is  being  debated 
behind  the  stage,  in  the  secrecy  of  the  Government 
offices — namely,  how  to  secure  the  regular  receipt  of 
payments  due  from  the  peasants,  and  how  to  collect 
the  arrears  which  have  already  accumulated.  Needless 
to  say,  the  minds  of  the  solicitous  authorities  are 
occupied  with  those  same  crops,  but  under  the 
influence  of  far  different  considerations.  Millions  of 
dessiatins  of  land  are  rented  by  the  peasants  from 
the  Crown  and  the  Imperial  Bank.  Millions  of 
dessiatins  again  have  been  bought  either  directly 
from  or  through  the  Peasants'  Bank  as  isolated  plots 
or  as  allotments  detached  from  the  village  communes. 
Howis  regular  paymentfor  these  lands  to  be  secured  ? 

In  this  respect  practice  has  already  long  established 
a  safe  method — somewhat  questionable  from  the  legal 
point  of  view,  but  profitable  to  the  lender — which 
consists  in  garnisheeing  the  gathered  cereals  on  the 
field. 

In  the  pre-Constitutional  period  this  method  was 
frequently  resorted  to  by  landowners  of  the  grasping 
type,  who  form  the  backbone  of  the  Union  of  the 
Russian  People.  But  since  the  introduction  of  the 
Constitution  it  has  been  adopted  by  the  Peasants' 
Bank  and  by  the  Board  of  Land  Organisation  and 
Agriculture. 

With  an  inventiveness  born  of  distress,  the  peasants, 
pressed  for  money  and  already  familiar  with  the 
ways  of  the  Peasants'  Bank,  contrived  for  a  time  to 
sell  their  grain  on  the  stalk.  Their  triumph  was, 
however,  of  but  short  duration.  The  Samara  branch 
of  the  Board  of  Land  Organisation  and  Agriculture, 
which  has  under  its  management  a  particularly  large 
area  of  Crown  lands  rented  or  sold  to  the  peasants, 
met  the  latter's  tactics  by  issuing  an  order  to  the 
local  authorities  to  garnishee  the  peasants'  grain 
while  it  was  still  on  the  stalk. 

A   Huinous  Method. 

The  peasants'  grain  grown  on  land  rented  from  the 
Crown  or  from  the  Bank  to  which  it  is  mortgaged  is 
thus  garnisheed  twice  over  :  first  on  the  stalk,  to 
prevent  its  being  sold  before  it  is  harvested,  and  then 
after  the  harvest,  in  order  to  settle  the  accounts 
relating  to  the  crops.  An  enormous  quantity  of 
grain,  thus  detained,  rots  in  consequence  of  bad 
weather  in  the  autumn.  The  Samara  Zemstvo  has 
made  representations  to  the  Minister  of  Finance, 
pointing  out  the  ruinous  character  of  such  a  method 
of  exacting  rents.  Kvcn  the  local  police  have  enter- 
tained doubts  as  to  the  merits  of  the  process.  The 
I  district  Captain  of  Stavropol  recently  inquired  of  the 
Samara  branch  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether 
he  must  garnishee  the  entire  crop  of  cereals  and  hay, 
or  whether  he  might  allow  the  peasants  to  dispose  of 
one  half  of  their  crops  as  they  pleased,  or  at  least  for 
the  purpose  of  redeeming  the  garnisheed  half.  But 
the  Board  was  inexorable,  and  demanded  that  the 
entire  crop  of  cereals  and  cattle  foods  should  be  gar- 
nisheed. The  only  concession  the  Board  would 
agree  to  was  to  allow  the  superintendents  and  forest- 
keepers  to  release  the  crops  in  part  in  proportion  to 
the  payments  effected.  At  the  same  time  the  rent- 
collectors  were  ordered  to  exact  not  only  the  amounts 


foi  the  current  year,  but  also  the  full  arrears  for  the 
two  previous  famine  years. 

As  stated  above,  the  Samara  Board  of  Agriculture 
authorities  did  not  consider  half  the  crops  and  cattle 
food  to  be  sufficient  security  for  the  payments 
attached  to  the  land.  This  in  itself  went  to  prove 
that  those  payments  were  somewhat  high.  But  that 
was  not  the  view  taken  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
which  considered  the  rents  that  prevailed  during  the 
famine  years  to  have  been  "  inadmissibly  low,''  and 
instructed  its  commissioners,  in  view  of  the  promis- 
ing state  of  the  crops,  which  would  no  doubt 
increase  the  amount  of  ready  money  among  the 
population  and  the  demand  for  land,  to  raise  the 
charges  for  all  plots  under  their  management. 

The  Peasant's   "  Last  Kopeck." 

In  fact,  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is  on  the  watch 
for  the  appearance  of  the  peasant's  "  last  kopeck/'  to 
use  the  phrase  made  famous  by  Count  Kokovtsoff, 
and  loses  no  time  in  taking  steps  to  relieve  him  of  it. 

Such  is  the  fashion  in  which  the  huge  staff  of 
officials  looks  after  the  interests  of  the  peasants 
engaged  in  farming  on  the  homesteads  or  detached 
plots  belonging  to  the  Crown  and  the  Peasants'  Bank. 
Theoretically,  and  for  the  benefit  of  Western  Europe, 
these  holdings  are  represented  as  unrestricted  free- 
hold property  ;  whereas  in  reality  the  crops  are  gar- 
nisheed on  the  stalk  and  in  stacks,  redeemable  only  in 
fractions  according  to  the  payments  made. 

The  true  inwardness  of  the  land  reform  scheme 
was  correctly  expounded  by  a  Saratov  official,  who, 
when  persuading  the  peasants  to  leave  the  rural  com- 
munes and  to  take  separate  homesteads,  declared :  — 

"  Yes,  my  friends,  there  you  will  indeed  be  well 
off.  There  every  chicken  of  yours  will  be  found  in 
the  books  of  the  Bank." 

The  pocket  of  a  peasant  settled  on  a  homestead  is  a 
very  transparent  affair,  and  under  such  conditions  none 
of  them  can  manage  to  hide  his  "  last  kopeck  "  from 
the  eye  of  the  Minister  of  Finance. 

N.  Maximoff. 


THE    PASSPORT  SYSTEM. 

Prospects  of  its  Abolition  for  Travellers 
Leaving  Russia. 

As  we  briefly  announced  last  week,  there  is  a  strong 
movement  on  foot  for  abolishing  the  Russian  pass- 
port system,  which  pr  ?Qes  so  hardly  upon  Russian 
citizens  and  others  leaving  the  country  or  moving 
from  one  district  to  another. 

Last  February  the  system  and  its  irksome  restric- 
tions were  loudly  denounced  in  the  Duma.  Theresult 
was  that  the  Financial  Committee  of  the  Duma 
recommended  a  measure  to  the  effect  that  passports 
should  be  abolished  in  the  case  of  persons  leaving 
the  country,  while  the  system  of  exacting  dues  from 
such  persons  should  be  retained.  On  June  12th  the 
Bill  was  submitted  to  the  Legislative  Proposals  Com- 
mittee, and  that  body  went  a  step  further,  proposing 
the  abolition  of  the  dues  together  with  the  cumber- 
some formalities  now  necessary  in  the  case  of  persons 
travelling  abroad. 

To  this  proposal  objection  was  taken  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  as  well  as  by 
M.  Kafafoff,  Vice-Director  of  the  Police  Department. 
The  latter  pointed  out,  among  other  considerations, 
that  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  which  was  now 
engaged  on  the  revision  of  the  passport  law,  firmly 
intended  to  recommend  the  abolition  of  passports 
not  only  for  persons  going  abroad,  but  for  those 
travelling  from  one  place  to  another  within  the 
Russian  Empire.  He  therefore  urged  the  Committee 
to  wait  for  the  completion  of  the  scheme  instead  of 
hacking  out  merely  a  part  of  the  passport  law. 

The  Legislative  Proposals  Committee  adhered, 
however,  to  its  opinion,  and  by  an  overwhelming 
majority  pronounced  itself  in  favour  of  abolishing 
both  passports  and  charges  in  the  case  of  persons 
leaving  Russia. 


PRISON  TORTURES. 


Last  Wednesday  the  Duma  accepted  as  urgent  an 
interpellation,  introduced  by  M.  Kerensky,  dealing 
with  the  tortures  practised  at  the  Pskov  Convict 
Prison. 

M.  Khaustoff  (Social  Democrat),  after  describing 
the  tortures  practised  at  the  prison  of  Ufa,  said  that 
the  responsibility  for  these  crimes  lay  not  only  with 
the  Government,  but  also  with  the  Duma,  which  had 
shielded  the  Government's  acts. 


At  the  town  of  Zgier/C,  in  Poland,  the  dead  body  of 
a  Christian  woman  was  found  in  a  cellar  belonging 
to  a  Jewess.  The  local  anti-Semites  immediately 
circulated  a  rumour  that  the  Jews  had  killed  a  Chris- 
tian for  "ritual  ''  purposes,  and  the  population  were 
thrown  into  a  state  of  great  excitement.  The  post- 
mortem examination,  however,  showed  that  death 
was  due  to  alcoholic  poisoning. 


ARMCHAIR  GENERALS 


Russian   Army  Defects    Exposed    in  the 
Duma. 

The  Duma  concluded  the  examination  of  the 
Budget  on  the  13th  inst.,  when  at  a  single  sitting  it 
passed  the  Estimates  for  the  Army,  N'avv,  Audit, 
Extraordinary  Credits,  and  Revenue  Departments. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  M.  Engelhardt  Centre) 
criticised  the  method  of  promotion  prevailing  in  the 
Army,  where  mediocrities,  who  were  always  ready  to 
agree  with  their  superiors,  were  preferred  to  trained 
men  of  independent  character,  wno  were  persecuted. 
General  Kuropatkin  had  expressed  the  hope  that 
matters  would  improve  under  the  new  order,  but 
they  were  just  as  bad  as  ever. 

M.  Godneff  (Octobristj  stated  that  the  expenditure 
resulting  from  the  Japanese  War  amounted  during 
the  period  J905-1911  to  2,400,000,000  roubles. 
The  mode  of  expenditure  left  much  to  be  desired ; 
7,000  cartloads  of  provisions  had  vanished  alto- 
gether. It  was  utterly  impossible  to  say  what  por- 
tion of  four  million  poods  of  various  provisions  had 
been  actually  delivered.  Hay  had  been  ordered  of 
a  contractor  who  undertook  to  deliver  it  at  a  distance 
of  1,000  versts  from  the  theatre  of  war,  thus  causing 
the  Treasury  a  loss  of  several  hundred  thousand 
roubles.  Half  the  boots  supplied  to  the  Army  were 
unfit  for  use,  while,  according  to  the  official  figures, 
45  per  cent,  of  the  horses  supplied  had  to  be  rejected. 
It  was  incumbent  upon  the  Duma  to  take  steps  to 
ensure  that  these  conditions  should  not  obtain  in  the 
future. 

"  Generalomania." 

Prince  S.  P.  Mansyreff  (Cadet j  said  that,  although 
the  Ministry  had  changed  its  system  of  promotion,  it 
was  in  a  direction  leading  to  what  might  be  described 
as  "  Generalomania.'  While  there  were  only  330 
Generals  in  the  French  Army,  they  had  in  Russia  at 
the  present  moment  1,617  officers  of  that  rank. 

M.  Shingareff  (Cadet)  said  that,  in  spite  of  the 
superabundance  of  Generals,  not  many  of  them  had 
had  experience  at  the  front.  The  author  and  most 
energetic  chaaipion  of  the  new  scheme,  for  which 
hundreds  of  millions  would  be  required  from  the 
country,  was  merely  an  armchair  theorist  without 
experience  of  actual  fighting.  He  had  been  grieved 
to  find,  during  the  consultation  that  had  taken  place 
at  the  office  of  the  President  of  the  D  uma,  that  even 
the  Minister  of  War  displayed  an  utter  want  of 
information  with  regard  to  the  figures  bearing  upon 
the  scheme  which  he  had  come  to  support.  When 
the  brain  of  the  Army  lacked  familiarity  with  actual 
service  at  the  front,  while  the  commanders  could 
only  command  in  the  Government  offices,  it  was 
alarming  to  think  what  might  happen  in  case  of  war. 

While  the  technical  and  material  lessons  of  the 
war  in  the  Far  East  had  been  taken  to  heart  to  a 
considerable  extent,  the  moral  lessons  of  the  Russian 
defeats  were  unheeded.  The  Army  could  not  act  in 
isolation  from  the  people,  and  the  dragging  of  party 
animosities  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Defence 
Committee  formed  a  dangerous  element  of  decompo- 
sition. Another  abnormality  was  the  secrecy  of  the 
sittings  devoted  to  military  reforms.  The  country 
was  ignorant  on  the  subject  of  the  sacrifices  it  was 
to  be  called  upon  to  make,  although  they  might 
amount  to  a  milliard  roubles,  and  of  the  impending 
levy,  although  it  might  offer  a  surprise  of  over  one 
hundred  thousand  men.  The  Duma  should  demand 
public  sittings,  so  that  the  people  might  clearly 
realise  the  necessity  of  the  sacrifices  demanded. 

Voting  Hundreds  of  Millions  in  the  Dark. 

The  Duma  would  soon  have  to  discuss  a  Bill 
dealing  with  a  reform  which  required  hundreds  of 
millions  of  roubles;  but  all  the  documents,  including 
the  financial  accounts  of  the  Exchequer,  and  even 
the  figures  of  the  impending  expenditure  of  all  the 
other  Ministries,  had  been  declared  secret.  Not 
only  the  country  at  large,  but  even  three-fourths  of 
the  members  of  the  Duma  would  never  learn  those 
figures. 

M.  Shingareff  next  referred  to  the  War  Minister's 
order  to  the  Army  units  and  institutions  to  subscribe 
to  the  Black  Hundred  paper,  the  Zemschina, 

"  If  you  were  to  tell  us  that  it  is  not  the  Army's 
business  to  engage  in  politics,''  he  said,  "you  would 
be  right.  But  when  you  force  upon  it  literature  that 
is  hostile  to  national  representation,  that  is  absorbed 
with  the  defence  of  rotten  foundations,  that  does  not 
desire  the  Legislative  Chambers,  to  which  it  is 
inimical  on  principle,  and  acts  as  the  apologist  of 
the  old  regime,  are  you  not  thereby  destroying  the 
connection  between  the  Army  and  the  people, 
together  with  its  Legislature  ?  Ministers  come  here 
to  demand  hundreds  of  millions  for  the  Army,  the 
supply  of  which  will  fall  on  the  people's  shoulders  as 
a  new  and  heavy  tax  or  loan,  and  at  t he  same  time 
they  infuse  into  that  very  Army  the  poison  of  hatred 
of  the  Legislative  Chambers." 

Under  such  conditions,  concluded  M.  Shingareff, 
no  money  should  be  given  to  the  Army. 
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THE  STRUGGLE  IN  THE  DUMA. 


The  Duma  session  that  has  just  closed  hasV 
not  been  marked  by  any  considerable  legislative 
productivity.  This,  however,  is  a  condition 
which  has  long  become  stereotyped.  Apart 
from  some  small  and  unimportant  measures  of 
the  type  known  as  "  vermicelli,"'  practically  all 
that  it  has  done,  in  addition  to  passing  the 
Budget  in  an  amended  form,  is  to  carry  Bills 
reforming  the  Senate,  extending  the  personal 
and  property  rights  of  married  women,  and 
rendering  Government  officials  more  amenable 
to  the  law.  All  these  are  beneficial  measures, 
although  somewhat  restricted  in  their  scope ; 
but  they  do  not  represent  more  than  a  very 
slight  advance  along  the  road  of  political  and 
social  reform  which  Russia  has  to  travel  before 
she  can  lay  claim  to  an  enlightened  system  of 
government. 

The  chief  interest  of  the  session  has  centred  in 
the  relations  between  the  Duma  and  the  Cabinet. 
Early  in  the  year,  on  the  retirement  of  M. 
Kokovtsoff,  the  Tsar  addressed  a  Rescript  to  his 
successor  in  the  Premiership,  M.  Goremykin, 
insisting  on  the  necessity  of  harmonious  co- 
operation between  the  Government  and  the 
Legislatui'e.  The  reply  to  that  was  a  determined 
and  sustained  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the 
Duma.  Already  the  claim  had  been  made 
that  tlv  administrative  affair?:  of  the  Holy 
Synod,  like  those  of  the  Army,  were  beyond 
the  purview  of  the  Legislature.  One  of 
M,  Goremykin's  first  acts  on  assuming  office  was 
to  declare  that,  being  a  Minister  without  a  port- 
folio, he  was  not  obliged  to  answer  interpella- 
tions addressed  to  him  by  the  Duma.  In  the 
next  place,  the  Government  sought  to  whittle 
down  the  competence  of  the  representative 
assembly  by  proclaiming  that  the  latter  was 
not  entitled  to  consider  private  measures  on  any 
subject  with  which  the  Ministry  itself  had 
announced  its  intention  of  dealing  in  some  unde- 
fined future.  The  campaign  reached  its  climat 
when  the  Government  ordered  the  criminal  pro- 
secution of  Deputy  Tchkheidze  for  a  speech 
delivered  in  the  Duma  in  which  he  offended 
official  susceptibilities  by  referring  to  the  advan- 
tages of  a  Republican  regime.  This  denial  of  the 
right  of  free  speech  in  the  Duma  on  the  strength 
of  an  alleged  ambiguity  in  its  Statutes  was  met 
by  the  immediate  passage  of  a  measure  affirming 
the  legal  immunity  of  deputies  for  their  speeches. 
In  other  ways  the  Duma  has  not  been  slow  to 
display  its  resentment  towards  the  Government. 
The  Premier,  on  making  his  first  appearance  in 
the  Taurida  Palace,  was  howled  down  — an  out- 
burst which  led  to  the  suspension  of  a  number 
of  deputies.  Several  interpellations  were  followed 
by  the  adoption  of  resolutions  expressing  dissa- 
tisfaction with  the  Ministerial  replies.  In  dealing 
with  the  Budget  Estimates  the  Duma  passed 
what  amounted  to  votes  of  censure  upon  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  and  the  Minister  of 
Education.  Several  grants  demanded  by  the 
Government  were  either  reduced  or  refused, 
and  the  Finance  Bill  was  amended  by  the 
insertion  of  a  proviso  abolishing  the  Minis- 
terial practice  of  applying  to  the  Treasury  from 
time  to  time  for  small  grants  unauthorised  by 
the  Legislature. 

The  success  of  these  counter-attacks  on  the 
Government  has   been   made  possible  by  the 


co-operation  of  the  Octo'l  rists  with  the  Opposi- 
tion parties.  This  is  an  encouraging  sign,  as  far 
as  it  goes.  On  the  otln  r  hand,  however,  the 
Octobrists  have  shown  th<  mselves  disinclined  to 
carry  their  declared  ants  gonism  to  the  Govern- 
ment policy  to  its  logical  -onclusion.  The  huge 
sums  which  were  demanded  for  purposes  of 
national  defence,  and  wh  zh.  in  accordance  with 
Russian  custom,  will  be  d  -voted  in  part  to  lining 
the  pockets  of  the  bureiucracy,  were  readily 
voted  at  a  secret  sitting  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  no  one  outside  the  ra  iks  of  the  Government 
is  acquainted  with  the  detiils  of  the  scheme  for 
which  they  are  ostensi  >ly  to  be  employed. 
Perhaps  it  is  i^k  to  expect  really  heroic 
measures  of  the  Octobr  sts,  and  consequently 
of  the  Duma,  where  they  still  hold  the  balance. 
Nevertheless  we  would  A'ge,  as  we  have  urged 
before,  that  in  the  pri  sent  state  of  affairs 
any  Parliamentary  we;  pon  is  permissible, 
and  may  commendably  he  used  against  the 
Government,  which  has  itself  employed  the 
most  unscrupulous  and  un  institutional  methods 
of  warfare  against  the  Du  '  a.  When  the  freedom 
both  of  speech  and  of  lej$  dation  is  denied,  the 
ever-ready  threat  of  diss<  'ution  loses  whatever 
terror  it  formerly  possess^  .  We  are  not  sure, 
indeed,  that  the  Duma  woi  d  not  be  serviug  the 
countxy's  interests  best  by  .  'ding  for  a  fall,  pro- 
vided it  were  done  in  a  <  u-  i'tutional  manner. 
The  Government  would  t'le^  V.  faf.ed  by  *<-  most 
disagreeable  choice  of  alternatives  •  for  if  it  pro- 
ceeded to  a  new  election  it  would  for  a  certainty 
be  confronted  by  a  Duma  more  progressive  than 
the  present,  and  if  it  neglected  to  summon 
another  assembly  it  would  no  longer  be  able  to 
pose  before  Europe,  as  it  now  does  in  order  to 
satisfy  its  financial  requirements,  as  the  head  of 
a  Constitutional  country.  Further,  the  growing- 
exasperation  of  the  great  masses  of  the  people 
and  the  risk  of  precipitating  a  violent  explosion 
are  factors  which  Ministers  must  take  seriously 
into  account  in  their  relations  with  the  Legis- 
lature. It  is  important  for  the  Duma  to  remember 
that,  if  it  can  do  nothing  else,  it  can  at  least 
serve  a  useful  and  indeed  most  necessary  purpose 
as  the  object  of,  if  not  a  participant  in,  the  great 
conflict  which  now  appears  to  be  more  inevitable 
than  ever  ;  and  we  trust  that  at  the  proper  time 
it  will  not  shrink  from  bringing  matters  to  a 
head.  — 


EXPULSION  OF  JEWS. 

Rabbi  Ordered  to  Leave  Kiev  After 
Fifty  Years'  Residence. 


Rabbi  Zukerman,  who  has  lived  in  Kiev  for  more 
than  half  a  century,  and  for  twenty-five  years  has 
ministered  to  the  Jewish  community  there,  has  just 
been  served  with  an  expulsion  order  on  the  ground 
that  he  is  not  privileged  to  reside  in  the  city. 

It  is  reported  that  all  the  Jews  have  been 
expelled  from  the  German  colonies  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Ekaterinoslav. 


THE    COMPANY  RESTRICTIONS. 


A  petition  demanding  the  abrogation  of  the  new 
restrictions  on  joint-stock  companies  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Premier  by  a  deputation  from  the 
Council  of  Trade  and  Industry  Conferences.  The 
deputation  was  headed  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Council,  M.  Avdakoff,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  the  Empire,  and  consisted  of  representa- 
tives of  commerce  from  all  parts  of  Russia.  The 
Moscow  business  interest  was  represented  by  M. 
Krestovnikoff. 


THE    BRITISH  NAVAL  VISIT. 


Treatment  of  British  and  Russian  Sailors 
Contrasted. 


Describing  the  ceremonies  connected  with  the 
visit  of  the  British  Naval  Squadron  to  Russia,  a 
contributor  to  the  Retch  declares  that  what  particu- 
larly impressed  him  was  the  ready  way  in  which 
visitors — even  humble  Russian  civilians — were  shown 
over  the  British  ships,  and  the  cordial  relations 
existing  between  the  British  officers  and  the  men 
under  them.  In  these  respects,  as  well  as  with  regard 
to  the  police,  he  notes  a  striking  contrast  between 
Englishmen  and  Russians. 

"  Many  of  us,"  he  writes,  "  have  been  marvelling 
at  the  fact  that  the  Englishmen  show  their  visitors  all 
over  their  ships,  keeping  nothing  secret.  Anyone  of 
our  civilians,  who  are  held  in  such  contempt  by  our 
own  officers,  can  be  shown  more  by  these  foreigners 
than  the  members  of  our  Duma  have  been  allowed 
to  see  by  Russian  officers  on  Russian  ships  ;  and  this 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  deputies  were  taken  to 
our  vessels  and  shown  over  them  with  the  specific 
object  of  obtaining  more  money  for  the  Russian 
Fleet.  The  Englishmen  have  displayed  everything 
quite  disinterestedly  to  any  simple  person  who  chose 
to  call,  and  to  foreigners  to  boot.  Let  the  mere 
Russian  civilian  attempt  to  inspect  a  man-of-war  of 
his  own  country,  and  he  will  see  what  manner  of 
reception  he  will  get," 

The  Russian  Policeman. 

"  Generally  speaking,'1  proceeds  the  same  writer, 
"  the  visit  of  the  Englishmen  has  caused  no  little 
disturbance  in  our  minds.     This  disturbance  has 


among  the  police.  Our  sailor-guests  do  not  appear 
to  be  the  least  bit  frightened  when  they  meet  their 
superior  officers.  When  not  on  duty  the  men  sit 
in  the  presence  of  the  officers,  smoke,  laugh  aloud, 
and  in  other  respects  act  like  human  beings.  Our 
policemen  have  to  look  quietly  at  whole  groups  of 
people  walking  about  the  streets.  They  must  not 
shout  at  them  to  '  pass  along,'  and  must  not  drive 
them  off  the  streets.  They  are  our  guests,  and  they 
seem  to  be  accustomed  to  foregather  freely  in  big 
crowds. 

"  For  their  part,  the  Englishmen,  on  seeing  in  our 
streets  policemen  clad  in  military  uniform  and  armed 
to  the  teeth  with  cold  steel  and  fire-arms,  are  some- 
what bewildered.  What  does  it  mean  ?  they  ask. 
The  English  'bobby'  is  much  bigger  and  bulkier  than 
our  policeman,  but  he  bears  no  arms  whatever 
except  a  small  stick  which  he  carries  in  his  hands. 
'  Why  is  he  armed  ? '  the  English  sailor  inquires  in 
surprise.  '  He  is  not  a  soldier,  and  is  not  in  an 
enemy's  country.' " 

The  St.  Petersburg  Municipality. 

It  is  hardly  likely  (writes  a  correspondent)  that 
Admiral  Beatty,  when  proposing  the  health  of  the 
St.  Petersburg  Municipality,  had  much  idea  of  the 
conditions  under  which  municipal  government  is 
carried  on  in  the  Russian  capital.  We  are  told  that 
after  the  dinner  given  in  the  Town  Hall  in  honour 
of  the  British  officers  the  visitors  were  conducted 
over  the  building  and  had  its  most  interesting 
features  pointed  out.  They  were  not  shown,  how- 
ever, the  list  of  members  of  the  executive  committee 
whose  appointment  has  been  vetoed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, or  the  list  of  reforms  decided  upon  bv  the 
Town  Council  and  rejected  by  the  central  authori- 
ties, or  the  various  orders  and  circulars  issued  by  the 
Administration  which  are  intended  to  hinder  and 
embarrass  the  educational  and  other  activities  of  a 
progressive  character  which  the  St.  Petersburg 
Municipality  occasionally  endeavours  to  carry  out. 
For  instance,  the  visitors  might  have  been  interested 
to  read  the  recent  order  issued  by  the  Minister  of 
Education  forbidding  the  establishment  of  a  medical 
faculty  in  St.  Petersburg,  or  that  issued  bv  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  forbidding  the  erection  of 
schools  in  memory  of  Count  Leo  Tolstoy,  or  many 
others  of  the  same  character. 

And  when  they  went  to  Moscow  they  might  have 
been  equally  interested  to  hear  the  story,  told  in  a 
plain  and  unvarnished  form,  of  why  the  second  capital 
of  the  Empire  is  still  without  a  Mayor. 
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INQUISITION    ON  OFFICIALS. 

A    Black    Hundred    Organisation  as 
Censor  of  Government  Servants. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  July  ist. 
It  would  appear  that  the  long-cherished  project  of 
the  United  Nobility,  or  at  any  rate  of  a  considerable 
and  influential  section  of  it,  has  at  last  been  realised 
by  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  private  sur- 
veillance over  Government  officials  and  institutions. 
The  Black  Hundred  organisation  founded  by  M. 
Purishkevitch  and  known  as  the  Archangel  Michael 
Chamber  has  set  up  a  department  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  information  about  officials.  To  this  depart- 
ment an  army  of  informers  send  in  their  reports,  and 
the  work  is  to  be  systematised  by  the  appointment 
of  travelling  and  local  agents,  who  are  to  institute 
periodical  inquiries  and  report  regularly  thereon. 

Publication   of  Lists. 

The  first  inquiry  campaign  has  already  been 
carried  out,  and  is  intended  to  serve  as  a  basis  for 
deciding  upon  the  qualifications  of  provincial 
Governors.  The  information  acquired  for  this  pur- 
pose has  been  laid  by  M.  Purishkevitch  before  the 
Duma,  and  a  list  of  Governors  with  their  qualifica- 
tions appended  has  been  partly  published  in  the 
Press.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Archangel  Michael 
Chamber  to  prepare  and  print  such  lists  twice  a 
year. 

The  information  collected  with  regard  to  Govern- 
ment officials,  as  far  as  one  can  judge  from  the  first 
published  list,  may  be  classified  under  three  heads, 
dealing  with  the  general  service  capacity,  political 
reliability,  and  private  life  of  the  persons  concerned. 
On  the  question  of  "  political  reliability  "  the  inquiry 
agents  are  directed  to  find  out  in  particular  what  is 
the  attitude  of  the  officials  towards  the  members  of 
the  Union  of  the  Russian  People,  the  Jews,  the  intel- 
lectuals, the  Press,  and  so  on.  Under  the  heading 
"  private  life"  such  matters  as  matrimonial  relations, 
drinking  habits,  and  so  forth  are  dealt  with.  In  the 
list  already  published,  which  is  full  of  scandalous 
details  connected  with  the  private  affairs  of  the 
provincial  Governors,  the  names  of  the  officials  are 
given  in  full,  together  with  the  localities  to  which 
they  are  assigned. 

Under  Ministerial  Patronage. 
It  is  especially  interesting  to  note  that  in  the 
official  report  of  the  Archangel  Michael  Chamber 
M.  Purishkevitch  for  the  first  time  includes  in  the 
list  of  members  the  name  of  M.  Nicholas  Maklakoff, 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  Thus  the  Chamber  and 
its  Investigation  Department  are  seen  to  be  in  close 
co-operation  with  one  of  the  great  Departments  of 
State,  and  it  is  under  the  patronage  of  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior  that  scandalous  gossip  is  collected 
and  even  published  relating  to  officials  who  are  his 
own  subordinates.  The  reports  thus  acquired  may 
be  false  and  dangerous  to  a  degree  ;  but  the  Governor 
whom  they  concern,  being  dependent  on  the  caprice 
of  his  superior,  will  never  dare  to  apply  to  a  court  of 
law  for  protection. 

This,  however,  is  not  all.  The  "reform"  is  not 
yet  completed.  According  to  the  Grajdanin,  M. 
Purishkevitch  has  addressed  to  the  Council  of 
Ministers,  in  the  name  of  his  organisation,  a  request 
for  the  issue  of  an  order  to  the  effect  that  before  any 
official  appointment  is  made  the  qualifications  of  the 
candidate  shall  be  approved  by  the  Archangel 
Michael  Chamber. 

Such  is  the  amazing  demand  of  a  body  which  is 
on  intimate  terms  with  one  of  the  most  important 
Ministries.  One  is  moved  to  wonder  whether  these 
actions  are  tiking  place  in  real  life  or  in  a  nightmare, 
and  whether  they  emanate  from  sane  persons  or 
from  madhouse  patients.  We  can  but  faintly 
imagine  what  must  be  the  feelings  of  the  Governors, 
Vice-Governors,  and  other  officials  throughout  the 
country  who  are  the  victims  of  such  an  inquisition. 

Demoralisation   of  Authority. 

The  great  stir  caused  by  the  publication  of  the 
first  list  has  given  rise  to  a  number  of  rumours. 
According  to  one,  M.  Maklakoff  has  sent  for  M. 
Purishkevitch  and  soundly  called  him  to  task. 
According  to  another,  no  further  lists  of  this  kind 
will  be  drawn  up — or,  at  any  rate,  no  more  will  be 
printed  or  published.  Possibly  the  latter  rumour 
may  prove  correct,  but  even  in  that  event  the  grave 
questions  raised  by  the  existence  of  a  private  inquiry 
organisation  of  this  nature  will  not  be  solved.  The 
department  is  still  in  active  existence,  and  is  likely  to 
remain  so.  One  may  readily  imagine  the  mischief 
which  a  local  *'  inquiry  agent  "  will  be  able  to  create. 
He  may  become  the  virtual  chief  of  the  Government 
officials.  This  means  the  total  demoralisation  of  all 
authority.  In  broad  daylight  an  attempt  is  being 
made  to  rob  the  State  of  its  controlling  power;  and 
the  representatives  of  this  power  are  doing  nothing 
to  guard  the  property  entrusted  to  them. 

Perhaps  the  worst  feature  of  the  whole  affair  is 
that  in  the  twentieth  century  a  private  organisation 


for  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  Russian  Govern- 
ment officials  should  be  regarded  as  an  opportune 
and  even  necessary  creation.  Here  we  are  con- 
fronted by  the  spectacle  of  a  mutual  system  of 
espionage.  The  agents  Of  the  Government  who  are 
engaged  in  watching  private  citizens  are  now 
balanced  by  private  agents  appointed  to  watch 
Government  officials.  This  is  one  of  the  inevitable 
products  of  the  present  ri^imc. 

It  is  quite  likely  that!  the  inquiry  bureau  of  the 
Archangel  Michael  Chamber  will  be  employed  to 
serve  the  purposes  of  various  groups  and  interests. 
Conditions  in  Russia  arc  such  that  any  group  of 
officials  or  aristocratic  scoundrels  may  at  any 
moment  form  a  conspiracy  aiming  at  the  removal  of  I 
the  present  Government  and  the  substitution  of  a  | 
new  set  of  Ministers.  For  this  purpose  it  is  only 
necessary  to  meet  and  draw  up  a  list  of  nominees, 
and  then  to  start  a  systematic  agitation  in  influential 
quarters.  Possibly,  and  'even  most  probably,  on  the 
following  day  a  new  group  will  make  its  appearance, 
draw  up  a  new  list,  and  ptart  a  new  agitation  in  the 
same  quarters.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  rise 
in  this  way  of  an  indefinite  number  of  pretenders  to 
Government  office.  Which  group  will  be  victorious 
none  can  say  ;  but  innumerable  combinations,  each 
with  its  own  list  of  candidates,  may  appear  on  the 
scene. 

Political  Intrigues. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  such  groups  are  at  the  present 
moment  displaying  activity.  Every  now  and  again 
fresh  Ministerial  changes,  either  total  or  partial,  are 
prophesied.  The  namesi  of  Ministers  who  are  about 
to  retire  and  of  other  high  officials  who  are  to  be 
appointed  to  Cabinet  offipe  are  freely  bandied  about. 
Agitations  and  counter-agitations  are  continually  in 
progress  ;  in  political  circles  immense  excitement  is 
created,  and  society  ladies  are  kept  exceedingly 
busy ;  the  favourite  inhabitants  of  the  demi-monde 
carry  on  intrigues  in  various  directions.  For  the 
purposes  of  all  this  activity  information  is  necessary — 
gossip,  plausible  slander,  and  lies,  which  can  now  be 
obtained  either  in  rough  or  in  detailed  form  by  the 
assistance  of  the  new  inquiry  bureau  organised  by 
M.  Purishkevitch,  M.  Maklakoff,  and  the  Archangel 
Michael  Chamber. 


THE   UPPER  HOUSE. 


M.    Akimoff  and   his  Successor. 


M.  Akimoff  has  been  practically  dismissed  from 
the  post  of  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Empire, 
and  Senator  Manukhin  has  been  appointed  as  Acting 
Vice-President.  It  is  known  that  M.  Akimoff  did 
not  ask  to  be  released  i  from  his  duties.  In  some 
circles  it  is  stated  that  Ije  has  been  retired  because 
of  his  generally  Reactionary  attitude,  and  in  par- 
ticular because  of  the  action  of  the  Upper  House 
in  rejecting  the  "  language "  clause  of  the  Polish 
Municipalities  Bill  and  thus  wrecking  the  measure. 

M.  Manukhin,  who  has  lately  come  into  prominence 
as  head  of  the  official  investigation  into  the  events 
that  led  up  to  the  Lena  massacre,  was  Minister  of 
Justice  under  Count  Witte.  When  *at  the  end  of 
1905  he  retired  from  office  he  was  succeeded  by  M. 
Akimoff.    Now  the  position  of  affairs  is  reversed. 

Several  Ministerial  organs  declare  that  the  new 
appointment  means  no  impending  change  in  the 
Government  or  its  policy. 


END   OF   THE  SESSION. 


Duma   Prorogued  till  the  Autumn. 


On  June  27th  the  present  session  of  the  Duma 
came  to  an  end,  the  House  being  prorogued  until 
October  28th. 

The  Council  of  the  Empire,  however,  is  still 
sitting  in  order  to  complete  its  labours  with  regard 
to  the  Bills  sent  up  from  the  Duma. 


STRIKE  PROGRESS. 


The  strikes  among  the  Russian  textile  workers,  as 
well  as  among  the  Baku  oilfields  employees,  continue 
to  occupy  public  attention.  The  textile  workers 
invited  the  intervention  on  their  behalf  of  their 
representative  in  the  Duma,  M.  Shagoff,  who,  in 
spite  of  all  the  endeavours  made  by  the  police  to 
prevent  him  from  meeting  his  constituents,  suc- 
ceeded in  opening  negotiations  with  the  employers. 

At  Baku  7,000  men  have  returned  to  work,  but 
over  22,000  are  still  on  strike. 

On  the  2nd  inst.  10,000  men  employed  at  the 
Putilov  Works  in  St.  Petersburg  went  out  on  strike. 


The  management  of  the  famous  Nijni-Novgorod 
Fair  have  been  informed  by  the  local  authorities 
that  no  Jews  may  be  allowed  to  rent  shops  on  the 
Fair  grounds  pending  the  decision  of  the  Senate  on 
this  question. 


GOVERNMENT    AND  VODKA 

More  About  the  Official  "  Temperance  " 
Campaign. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.! 

St.  PlTMHItrwr.  July  jst. 

With  regard  to  the  encouragement  of  temperance 
in  accordance  with  the  demands  of  the  recent 
Imperial  Rescript,  about  which  I  wrote  last  week, 
the  local  authorities  are  for  the  present  adopting  a 
waiting  attitude.  They  are  placing  no  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  temperance,  but  at  the  same  time  they 
are  not  making  it  a  cardinal  point  in  their  activity. 
In  some  parts  of  the  country  the  administrative 
officials  have  held  meetings  to  discuss  the  question 
among  themselves  ;  but  they  have  displayed  no  real 
initiative,  waiting  for  more  definite  instructions  from 
the  central  Government.  Nevertheless  in  certain 
districts  energetic  action  of  a  somewhat  peculiar 
kind  has  already  been  started. 

Some  of  the  authorities  have  issued  orders  to  the 
police  to  arrest  everyone  who  in  their  opinion 
appears  in  a  public  place  in  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion, and,  after  making  a  written  report,  to  piosecute 
the  offender.  The  local  Press  declaims  in  horror 
against  this  method  of  combating  drunkenne?-  by 
arbitrary  police  intervention.  The  cure,  they  say, 
is  more  dangerous  than  the  disease  itself. 

Martial  Law. 

At  Sebastopol  the  police  authorities  have  decided 
that  the  ordinary  law  is  not  sufficient  to  bring  about 
temperance,  and  that  martial  law  is  necessary.  A 
police  order  has  accordingly  been  issued  to  the  effect 
that  all  cases  of  illicit  sale  of  spirits  are  not  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  general  courts  of  law,  but  are  to 
be  punished  summarily  by  administrative  process 
with  a  fine  of  3,000  roubles  or  imprisonment  for 
three  months.  Habitual  offenders  are  to  be  expelled 
from  the  police  district  of  Sebastopol. 

In  other  places  the  officials  are  enlarging  the  scope 
of  the  temperance  question  to  an  infinite  extent. 
The  Governor  of  Saratov,  for  instance,  has  issued  a 
circular  to  the  District  Captains  and  chiefs  of  police 
in  his  province,  informing  them  that,  since  "  the  great 
bulk  of  the  agricultural  population  spends  the  long 
winter  months  in  a  state  of  drunkenness  for  want  of 
some  intelligent  occupation,"  they  are  to  use  their 
influence  with  a  view  to  changing  the  peasant's  belief 
in  the  necessity  of  drink  as  an  accompaniment  to  all 
his  activities.  They  are  enjoined  to  induce  the 
peasant  to  work  the  whole  year  round,  and  to  incul- 
cate in  him  the  habit  of  thrift  and  economy. 

It  is  certainly  to  be  anticipated  that  the  police  of 
Saratov,  while  doing  nothing  to  carry  these  impos- 
sible instructions  into  effect,  will  report  to  their 
superiors  that,  thanks  to  the  measures  they  have 
taken,  the  "  inculcation  of  thrift "  among  the  peasants 
is  already  an  accomplished  fact,  that  the  peasants 
have  been  "induced  to  work  the  whole  year  round," 
and  that  their  general  activities  are  no  longer  invari- 
ably accompanied  by  the  consumption  of  alcohol. 
If,  however,  the  police  actually  did  start  to  meddle 
seriously  with  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  peasants, 
they  would  be  met  with  a  howl  of  execration  that 
would  speedily  put  an  end  to  their  "  temperance " 
work. 

The   Unofficial  Movement. 

Apart  from  the  issue  of  empty  and  meaningless  cir- 
culars, what  has  actually  been  done  so  far  for  the 
cause  of  temperance  may  very  shortly  be  summarised. 
Some  weeks  ago  M.  Gladkoff,  the  founder  of  the 
Christian  Abstainers'  Union,  induced  a  number  of 
schoolboys  to  join  his  movement,  and  organised  a 
"temperance  festival."  During  its  progress  the  police 
summoned  several  thousand  people  on  charges  of 
drunkenness,  and  carried  out  an  enormous  number 
of  searches  among  persons  suspected  of  illicit  liquor- 
dealing.  Some  of  the  Temperance  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians, which  hitherto  had  shown  no  signs  of  life, 
have  begun  to  wake  up.  The  barmen  in  the  Govern- 
ment drink-shops  have  been  invited  to  give  informa- 
tion of  any  illicit  taverns  of  which  they  may  know, 
and  in  return  for  such  information  have  been  pro- 
mised a  bonus.  At  the  same  time,  however,  they 
still  receive  a  bonus  for  increasing  the  sales  of 
Government  vodka. 

In  general  it  may  be  affirmed  that  the  whole  official 
campaign  against  drunkenness  would  evaporate  in 
idle  talk,  accompanied  by  an  empty  display  of  fussi- 
ness,  and  that  then  the  cause  would  be  completely 
forgotten,  but  for  the  fact  that  at  the  same  time  there 
is  a  marked  temperance  movement  afoot  among  the 
lower  classes  of  the  population.  Of  this  movement, 
and  of  the  Government's  attitude  towards  it,  I  shall 
write  later. 


By  order  of  the  head  of  the  Odessa  schools  district 
members  of  the  Old  Believers  community,  who 
observe  the  ancient  ritual  of  the  Orthodox  Church  as 
it  existed  before  the  time  of  Peter  the  Great,  have 
been  forbidden  to  receive  appointments  on  the 
teaching  staff  of  the  schools. 


July  8.  191-1. 


DARKE8T  RUSSIA. 


107 


Darkest  Russia. 

(New  Series.) 
PUBLISHED    EVERY  WEDNESDAY. 

The  Editorial  and  Publishing  Offices  are  situated 
at  93-94,  Long  Acre,  W.C.,  to  which  all  communica- 
tions should  be  addressed. 

Telegraphic  Address :  "  Neicol,  London." 

Telephone:  370  Holborn. 

Annual  Subscription,  Home  and  Abroad  (post- 
free),  4s.  4d. 


"  To  be  indifferent  to  such  things  is  a  great  sin, 
and  a  deeper  sin  still  is  it  to  be  blind  to 
them  from  policy  or  ambition." — Cromwem, 
ox  the  Persecution  of  the  Vaudois. 


NOTES. 


M.  Akimoff's  Dismissal. 

M.  Akimoff  lias  retired  from  the  position  of 
Pi'esident  of  the  Council  of  the  Empire  in 
circumstances  that  imply  his  virtual  dismissal. 
The  change  was  not  left  until  the  Council  had 
discontinued  its  sittings,  as  would  have  been  the 
case  had  ill-health  or  preoccupation  with  other 
affairs  been  the  cause,  but  was  made  when  the 
end  of  the  session  was  in  sight ;  and  there  is  a 
general  tendency  in  Russian  political  circles  to 
assume  that  M.  Akimoff  was  dismissed  because  of 
the  arbitrary  and  unconciliatory  attitude  he  was 
accustomed  to  display  in  presiding  over  the 
deliberations  of  the  Upper  House.  It  may  be 
so,  and  it  may  be  that  even  in  bureaucratic 
circles  a  desire  for  domestic  peace  is  growing  up. 
The  knowledge  that  within  the  last  year  or  so 
the  most  Conservative  members  of  the  mercan- 
tile community  have  been  forced  into  antagonism 
to  the  Government  can  hardly  have  been  with- 
out a  certain  effect  on  the  less  reckless  section  of 
the  bureaucracy,  and  the  appointment  of  Senator 
Manukhin  as  Vice-President  of  the  Council  of 
the  Empire  lends  colour  to  the  belief  that  a  more 
reasonable  policy  is  in  view.  M.  Manukhin  is 
an  ex-Minister  who  bears  the  reputation  of  being 
a  man  of  sterling  honesty,  and  it  is  instructive 
to  note  that  whenever  his  straightforward 
methods  have  brought  him  into  Imperial  dis- 
favour his  eclipse  has  always  been  of  but  short 
duration.  His  recent  conduct  of  the  inquiry  into 
the  Lena  massacre,  although  practically  repu- 
diated by  the  Government,  will  be  remembered 
to  his  credit. 

A  Suspicious  Sequence. 

On  the  other  hand  it  would  befoolish  to  expect 
any  considerable  change  of  attitude  in  official 
circles  as  the  result  of  M.  Akimoff's  withdrawal. 
In  the  past  the  Government  has  frequently  made 
seeming  concessions  to  public  opinion  which 
have  subsequently  turned  out  to  be  meaningless. 
In  the  present  case,  too,  we  find  it  difficult  to 
resist  a  certain  haunting  suspicion.  A  fortnight 
ago,  it  may  be  remembered,  we  chronicled  the 
fact  that  the  Council  of  the  Empire,  at  the  pres- 
sing instance  of  M.  Akimoff,  had  decided  not  to 
accede  to  the  Government's  demand  for  the  sum- 
mary rejection  of  a  certain  Bill  which  was  de- 
clared to  be  out  of  order  since  it  had  been  passed 
by  the  Duma  as  a  private  measure  And  now 
comes  the  news  that  M.  Akimoff  has  been  re- 
tired. Is  it  possible  that  we  have  here  the  cause 
and  its  effect  ? 

Russian  and  British  Sailors. 

Whatever  else  may  be  said  of  the  visit  of  the 
British  Naval  Squadron  to  Russia,  it  is  clear 
that  it  has  made  a  profound  impression  on  the 
Russian  mind.  The  humane  and  kindly  treat- 
ment of  the  English  sailors  by  their  superior 
officers,  the  absence  of  needless  formalities  and 
restrictions  in  showing  visitors  over  the  British 
ships,  and  the  freedom  of  action  allowed  to  the 
men  when  off  duty  have  been  made  the  subject 
of  striking  comment,  and  the  contrast  that  has 


been  drawn  between  the  customs  prevailing 
among  the  hosts  and  their  guests  in  these 
respects  must  have  made  many  Russians  blush 
for  shame.  The  treatment  of  the  lower  deck 
in  the  Russian  Navy  is  marked  by  a  harshness 
and  suspiciousness  that  are  characteristic  of 
Russian  officialdom.  Worse  than  anything  else, 
perhaps,  is  the  system  by  which  certain  members 
of  the  crew  are  set  to  spy  upon  their  comrades, 
and  are  rewarded  for  information  (frequently 
invented)  that  may  lead  to  the  arrest  of  an 
alleged  offender.  These  conditions  have  fre- 
quently led  to  mutinies  and  wholesale  desertions, 
and  the  huge  sums  that  are  now  being  lavished 
upon  the  Russian  Navy  will  hardly  be  spent 
to  the  best  advantage  until  a  new  spirit  is 
encouraged  among  both  officers  and  men.  If 
the  British  example,  which  has  now  been 
brought  so  vividly  before  the  notice  of  the 
Russian  people  and  the  Russian  Government, 
were  to  help  to  improve  the  lot  of  the  Russian 
sailor,  we  should  be  disposed  to  overlook  many 
objections  to  the  visit  that  might  be  raised. 

Characteristic. 

A  characteristic  incident  took  place  at  the 
dinner  given  by  the  St.  Petersburg  Municipality 
to  the  British  sailors.  A  member  of  one  of  the 
Russian  crews,  carried  away  by  the  feeling  of 
the  moment,  raised  his  glass  to  pledge  the  health 
of  his  British  comrades.  The  misguided  enthu- 
siast in  the  cause  of  Anglo-Russian  friendship 
was  immediately  arrested  and  escorted  back  to 
his  ship,  there  to  await  a  court-martial  inquiry 
into  his  heinous  offence.  It  is  to  be  feared  that 
at  least  one  Russian  sailor  will  have  cause  to 
regret  the  British  visit.  But  he  ought  to  have 
known  that  Anglo-Russian  friendship  is  the 
prerogative  of  the  higher  officials  in  Russia,  and 
is  not  intended  for  the  edification  of  common 
sailor  men. 

Sir  Edward  Grey's  Admission. 

Sir  Edward  Grey  is  not  so  certain  as  he  used 
to  be  that  the  Anglo-Russian  Convention  with 
regard  to  Persia  is  working  for  the  best  interests 
of  all  concerned.  In  the  House  of  Commons 
last  week  he  admitted  that  events  in  that  country 
have  in  some  respects  worked  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  Great  Britain,  and  therefore  he  is  going 
to  discuss  the  situation  with  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment. But  why,  it  may  be  asked,  has  the  Con- 
vention of  1907  worked  to  our  disadvantage  ? 
And  whyhas<8ir  Edward  Grey  only  now  realised 
the  fact,  although  for  years  it  has  been  dinned 
into  his  ears  by  other  critics  beside  ourselves  ? 
He  can  indeed  only  admit  that  the  trouble  has 
arisen  from  the  fact  that  the  Convention  has 
been  very  gravely  abused.  It  was  drawn  up  with 
the  central  motive  of  preserving  the  independ- 
ence and  integrity  of  Persia  ;  but  in  practice  it 
has  served  as  a  cloak  for  Russian  aggression  of  a 
most  unscrupulous  character.  Before  the  Con- 
vention Russia  had  prafltically  no  standing  in 
Persia.  She  went  in  wholesome  awe  of  British 
notions  of  what  was  right  and  proper,  and  no 
invented  interests  moved  her  to  send  a  single 
Cossack  for  their  alleged  protection.  The  docu- 
ment signed  in  1907,  however,  was  seized  upon 
as  a  charter  for  all  majnner  of  unprincipled 
violence.  In  the  view  of  .Russia  it  endowed  her 
with  a  licence  to  pour  troops  into  the  country 
under  the  pretence  of  safeguarding  interests  which 
never  were  jeopardised,  and  the  disorders  thereby 
created  gave  her  a  fresh  excuse  to  add  to  her 
army  of  occupation.  And  so  highly  was  Rus- 
sian "  friendship  "  esteemed  by  our  own  Foreign 
Office  that  we  made  no  attempt  to  interfere, 
and  the  army  is  there  to  this  day  in  practically 
undiminished  numbers.  The  result  has  been 
that  Persia's  "  independence  and  integrity,"  for 
which  Sir  Edward  Grey  still  affects  such  solici- 
tude, no  longer  exist,  and  Great  Britain's  own 
interests  are  imperilled  by  the  prospect,  aggra- 
vated by  the  recent  oil  deal,  of  having  to  guard 
against  a  Russian  frontier.  ' 


An  Impossible  Situation. 

Such  is  the  fruit  of  the  Angle-Russian  Con- 
vention. We  do  not  find  fault  with  that  instru- 
ment itself  so  much  as  with  the  indefensible  use 
to  which  it  has  been  put.  Sir  Edward  Grey  now 
affirms  his  desire  that  the  Convention  "  should 
not  be  the  means  of  diminishing  the  independ- 
ence and  integrity  of  Persia  more  than  they  had 
previously  been  diminished."  But  if  he  is  sincere 
in  that  desire  he  will  have  to  take  far  more 
heroic  measures  than  he  has  yet  allowed  himself 
even  to  contemplate,  and  to  undo  much  that  has 
been  done  during  the  past  seven  years.  He  will 
have  to  insist  on  the  Russian  army  of  occupation 
being  withdrawn,  and  on  the  unbridled  exercise 
of  illegal  power  by  the  Russian  Consuls  being 
sternly  discouraged  by  the  authorities  in  St. 
Petersburg-.  He  will  have  to  see  that  the  Persian 
Government  and  the  Persian  Parliament  are 
given  a  fair  chance  (which,  as  Professor  Browne 
points  out  in  last  Tuesday's  Times,  they  have 
never  yet  possessed)  to  administer  the  affairs  of 
their  country,  undisturbed  by  Russian  threats 
and  intrigues.  Either  he  must  do  this,  or  he 
must  boldly  declare  himself  for  the  open  parti- 
tion of  the  country.  The  present  condition  of  affairs, 
which  is  marked  by  the  gradual  advance  of  Russian 
influence  southwards,  is  clearly  impossible,  and 
if  not  quickly  mended  must  inevitably  lead  to 
a  grave  menace  to  British  interests  in  the 
Gulf.  We  trust  that,  in  his  present  discussions 
with  the  Russian  Government,  Sir  Edward  Grey 
will  bring  himself  to  view  Persian  affairs  in 
their  true  perspective,  and  will  concern  himself 
not  so  much  with  hypotheses  as  to  what  might 
have  occurred  had  the  Convention  not  been 
drawn  up  as  with  what  actually  is  occurring 
to-day  and  what  is  likely  to  occur  in  the  future. 
Above  all,  he  would  do  well  to  compare  the  state 
of  Persia  to-day — both  political  and  financial — 
with  that  which  she  enjoyed  before  1907.  The 
contrast  should  open  his  eyes  as  to  the  "benefits" 
conferred  by  the  Anglo-Russian  Convention. 


The    New  Inquisition. 

Our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  sends  us  an 
interesting   account   of    the   new  organisation 
founded  by  M.  Purishkevitch  with  the  object  of 
setting  up  a  private  "  Black  Hundred  "  censor- 
ship over  Government  officials.     According  to 
the  present  programme,  lists  of  officials  are  to 
be  printed  and  published  twice  a  year,  accom- 
panied by  such  details  as  to  their  "qualifications  " 
as  have  been  collected  by  an  army  of  private 
inquiry  agents.    The  first  list  of  this  kind  has 
already  been  given  to  the  world,  and  from  the 
scandalous  nature  of  the  "  information  "  it  con- 
tains we  may  jndge  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
intended  that  the   work    shall  be  carried  on. 
Attempts  have  been  made  to  bring  pressure  to 
bear  upon  the  Government  to  the  end  that  the 
qualifications  of  all  future  candidates  for  official 
posts  shall  be  submitted  to  the  heads  of  the  new 
inquiry  bureau,  and  that  no  appointment  shall 
be    made   without   their   approval.     So  bare- 
faced and  amazing  a  demand  could  not  be  put 
forward  in  any  other  country  but  Russia  ;  and 
yet  it  is  quite  within  the  bounds  of  possibility 
that  it  will  succeed  in  its  purpose.    When  it  is 
stated  that  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  himself 
is  a  member  of  M.  Purishkevitch's  investigation 
board,  and  that  it  is  under  his  all-powerful 
patronage  that  his  subordinate  officials  are  sub- 
jected to  this  outrageous  inquisition,  it  will  be 
gathered  how  hazardous  it  must  be  to  prophesy 
failure  for  the  new  organisation.    Our  corre- 
spondent draws  attention  to  some  of  the  more 
patent  possibilities  and  dangers  of  this  innova- 
tion, which  may   be   employed   in    the  most 
unscrupulous  fashion  to  serve  the  purposes  of  a 
variety  of  political  interests.    It  is  to  be  antici- 
pated, too,  that  other  ingenious  Reactionaries 
may  take  a  leaf  out  of  M.  Purishkevitch's  book, 
and  form  inquiry  bureaux  of  their  own,  with  the 
result  that  in  time  the  Russian  Empire  may  be 
covered  with  a  network  of  private  spies.  When 
that  happens,  a  Government  official's  life  will 
hardly  be  worth  living. 
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SUPPRESSING   THE  PRESS. 

r   

Fierce  Official  Campaign  Against  Progres- 
sive Journals. 

The  campaign  of  suppression  waged  by  the  autho- 
rities against  the  Press  continues  with  unabated 
vigour.  Most  Progressive  newspapers  have  a 
"  responsible  "  editor  whose  main  business  is  to 
undergo  the  sentences  of  imprisonment  inflicted  for 
some  alleged  offence  contained  in  their  columns,  and 
who  otherwise  does  not  take  any  great  part  in  their 
preparation.  Against  this  system  the  St.  Petersburg 
police  are  endeavouring  to  strike  a  blow  that  from 
the  legal  point  of  view  is  indefensible.  They  are  in 
the  habit  of  paying  visits  to  the  offices  of  the  Labour 
journals  and  demanding  of  the  clerks  and  other 
employees  the  names  of  the  actual  editors,  other  than 
those  formally  registered  as  such.  So  far,  however, 
they  have  not  succeeded  in  discovering  either  the 
"  actual "  editors  or  the  law  on  which  their  action  is 
based.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  only  kind  of  editor 
recognised  by  the  law  is  he  whose  name  appears 
officially  in  the  paper  itself. 

At  Riga  a  particularly  obnoxious  form  of  inquisi- 
tion is  practised.  Detectives  stand  at  the  doors  of 
the  printing-offices  and  closely  watch  all  who  go  in 
and  out,  besides  endeavouring  to  learn  all  the  details 
connected  with  the  production  of  the  newspapers 
which  are  the  object  of  their  attentions.  In  the  case  of 
a  Labour  journal,  the  Sauna  Bah,  the  chief  of  police 
has  given  orders  that  no  copies  may  be  issued  before 
nine  in  the  morning,  and  then  no  copy  may  leave  the 
premises  without  the  permission  of  the  police. 
Further,  threats  of  punishment  have  been  levelled 
against  all  newsvendors  who  sell  this  paper  in  the 
streets. 

At  Archangelsk  the  District  Caotain  has  forbidden 
the  sale  of  any  but  Conservative  newspapers.  Thus 
the  population  of  a  whole  district,  covering  several 
hundred  square  miles,  is  unable  to  procure  a  copy  of 
any  decently  conducted  organ  of  Liberal  tendency. 

At  Baku,  which  is  afflicted  with  the  system  of 
martial  law  known  as  "  Extraordinary  Okhrana," 
practically  no  free  paper  is  in  existence.  A  new 
journal  that  was  recently  projected  was  given  per- 
mission for  publication,  and  simultaneously  an  order 
was  made  forbidding  its  issue,  on  the  ground  that 
the  permission  did  not  hold  good  until  the  state  of 
"Extraordinary  Okhrana  "  was  abolished. 

At  Simferopol  the  authorities  have  openly  declared 
war  against  the  Progressive  newspapers  by  expelling 
their  editors.  The  Yujnya  Vvedomosti  has  had  to 
cease  publication  owing  to  the  expulsion  of  its 
editor  from  the  province  for  two  years. 

According  to  statistics  just  issued,  during  the  first 
five  months  of  the  present  year  fines  have  been 
imposed  upon  newspapers  in  257  instances,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  91,250  roubles.  The  editors  who  have 
been  punished  have  received  between  them  sen- 
tences of  imprisonment  amounting  to  over  twenty- 
three  years,  with  the  alternative  of  fines  totalling  3,300 
roubles.  Thirty-eight  contributors  have  also  been 
prosecuted.  In  318  cases  newspapers  have  had  their 
issues  confiscated.  Nine  periodicals  have  been  sup- 
pressed altogether  by  order  of  a  court  of  law  and  two 
by  administrative  order,  while  seventeen  have  been 
forced  to  suspend  publication  pending  the  trial  of 
their  editors. 


RIGHTS  OF  "PRIVILEGED"  JEWS. 

Senate  Refuses  Government's  Demand  for 
Restriction. 

The  Senate  was  recently  called  upon  to  decide 
the  question  whether  Jews  who  are  engaged  in  some 
special  profession,  such  as  dentists,  chemists'  assist- 
ants, and  midwives,  and  who  thus  possess  the  right 
to  reside  outside  the  Pale  of  Settlement,  are  entitled 
to  engage  in  any  additional  occupation  besides  their 
profession.  The  question  was  raised  in  the  case  of 
one  particular  Jew  of  this  category  who  appealed  to 
the  Senate  against  the  action  of  the  police  in  refusing 
him  permission  to  trade.  The  Senate  rejected  the 
appeal,  declaring  that  in  this  instance  the  police  had 
acted  rightly. 

On  the  strength  of  that  decision  the  Government 
thereupon  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  confirmation 
a  general  declaration  to  the  effect  that  no  Jewish 
dentists,  chemists'  assistants,  or  midwives  residing 
outside  the  Pale  have  the  right  to  engage  in  any 
other  occupation  but  their  own  special  profession. 
The  Senate,  however,  has  refused  to  enlarge  its 
■  >n  in  one  particular  case  into  a  general  rule, 
declaring  that  in  giving  judgment  on  the  case  in 
question  it  had  in  contemplation  no  general  abroga- 
tion of  Jewish  rights. 

This  refusal  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  to 
"  interpret  the  law  in  the  widely  restrictive  sense 
demanded  by  the  Government  restores  to  many 
[ewi  rights  which,  except  in  a  single  case,  have 
never  been  in  doubt. 


THE    BUDGET  CONFLICT. 

Duma    Insists    on    its  Amendments. 

The  report  of  the  Conciliation  Committee  on  the 
Budget,  which  was  appointed  to  adjust  the  differ- 
ences between  the  two  houses,  reached  the  Duma  on 
June  27th.  M.  Rjevsky  reported  that  out  of  forty-six 
points  in  dispute  agreement  had  been  reached  on 
twenty-seven,  and  that  with  regard  to  the  other  points 
the  Budget  Committee  recommended  the  Duma  not 
to  give  way. 

In  respect  of  M.  Godncif's  amendment,  which  seeks 
to  prevent  Ministers  from  obtainingfrom  the  Treasury 
grants  unauthorised  by  the  Legislature,  the  Concilia- 
tion Committee,  by  a  majority  of  15  votes  to  3,  agreed 
to  accept  it  in  a  somewhat  modified  form.  Its  main 
object, however,  is  still  preserved.  Hithertoit  has  been 
a  practice  among  the  holds  of  departments  to  apply 
to  the  Ministry  of  Finance  for  sums  not  exceeding  a 
thousand  roubles  at  a  time  for  objects  as  to  which  the 
Legislature  has  not  been  consulted.  Now  that  system 
is  abolished. 

Replying  to  the  objections  of  M.  Zamyslovsky,  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  Right,  who  declared  that  it  was 
improper  to  apply  the  amendment  to  the  Finance 
Bill,  M.  Godneff  reminded  the  Duma  that  if  pro- 
priety were  generally  respected  there  would  be  no 
necessity  to  bring  in  the  amendment.  Ministers  were 
in  no  case  entitled  to  (receive  money  without  the 
special  permission  of  the  Legislature.  The  Govern- 
ment and  the  country,  he  said,  ought  to  be  grateful 
to  the  Duma  for  restoring  legality  and  for  at  last 
restricting  the  practice  whereby  Ministers  spent  the 
nation's  money  at  their  6wn  sweet  will,  and  without 
applying  for  permission  either  to  the  Legislative 
Chambers  or  to  the  Monarch. 

M.  Godneff's  amendment,  in  its  revised  form,  was 
adopted  by  170  votes  to  23.  Up  to  the  time  of  going 
to  press  the  decision  of  the  Council  of  the  Empire 
with  regard  to  the  point  ; on  which  the  Duma  refused 
to  give  way  had  not  reached  us. 


THE   CAREER   OF  AZEF. 

M.  Bourtseff's  New  Letter  to  the  Minister 
of  Justice. 

M.  Vladimir  Bourtse  'twho  has  already  thoroughly 
exposed  the  character  the  notorious  agent-provo- 
cateur Azef,  has  '  '  «  ;ed  another  letter  to  the 
Minister  of  Justice  demanding  that  Azef  should  be 
put  on  trial  for  participating  in  the  murders  of  the 
Grand-Duke  Sergius,  Plehve,  and  others,  and  in 
numerous  attempted  murders.  M.  Bourtseff  reminds 
the  Minister  that  over  three  years  ago  he  made  a 
full  and  circumstantial  statement  showing  reason 
why  Azef  should  be  prosecuted,  but  no  answer  was 
given.  He  now  insists  that  attention  should  be  paid 
to  his  declaration. 

Azef,  he  maintains,  took  part,  either  as  author  or 
as  abetter,  in  more  than  thirty  terroristic  acts.  He 
was  an  agent  of  the  Government,  ajid  in  order  to 
preserve  his  reputation  among  his  deluded  revolu- 
tionary comrades  he  had  to  make  himself  responsible 
for  a  number  of  political  crimes.  In  all  his  activities, 
however,  he  did  the  work  not  of  a  politician  but  of  a 
common  criminal,  and  his  motives  were  always 
purely  personal  and  selfish.  He  was  not  a  simple 
informer,  but  an  agent-provocateur  who  was  interested 
more  than  anybody  else  in  the  successful  accom- 
plishment of  many  acts  of  terrorism.  As  an  informer 
he  could  at  any  moment  have  secured  the  arrest  of 
the  whole  Revolutionary  Committee,  with  all  its 
followers.  But  such  an  act  would  have  deprived 
him  of  a  very  good  salary  and  other  large  emolu- 
ments, so  that  it  was  against  his  interests  to  give  the 
Government  all  the  information  in  his  possession  and 
thus  prevent  many  murders. 

M.  Bourtseff  further  demands  that  General 
Guerassimoff,  who  was  formerly  chief  of  the 
political  police  and  the  protector  of  Azef,  should  be 
put  on  trial  as  one  who  shared  Azef's  guilty  know- 
ledge and  abetted  his  crimes.  He  adds  that,  should 
his  presence  be  required  as  a  witness,  he  is  ready  to 
return  to  Russia  and  give  evidence. 

Since,  however,  the  present  Minister  of  Justice 
would  hardly  desire  to  see  the  methods  of  the 
political  police  exposed  in  a  court  of  law,  it  may  be 
taken  for  granted  that  M.  Bourtseff's  second  letter 
will  receive  no  more  attention  than  its  predecessor. 


MOHAMMEDAN  CONGRESS. 

On  June  30th  a  Congress  of  Russian  Mohamme- 
dans opened  its  sittings  in  St.  Petersburg.  The 
proceedings  were  of  considerable  interest,  although 
the  membership  of  the  Congress  was  extremely 
limited  owing  to  the  repressive  activity  of  the  authori- 
ties, and  its  programme  was  very  greatly  curtailed. 
By  order  of  the  Government  the  general  Press  was 
not  admitted  to  the  discussions. 


THE   WHITE  RUSSIANS. 

A  "Strangled  Nationality"  and  the  "Day 
of  Reckoning." 

[FROM  A  CoKKESI'OXIjEXT.] 

The  new  "discoverers"  of  Russia,  such  as  Mr 
H.  G.  Wells,  are  fond  of  insinuating  that  the  com- 
plaints levelled  against  the  Government  emanate 
exclusively  from  the  Jews.  It  is  not  a  little  strange 
that  these  English  defenders  of  the  Russian  bureau- 
cracy are  very  much  kinder  to  that  institution  than  thc- 
staunchest  Russian  Conservatives  themselves.  There 
is  scarcely  an  inhabitant  of  the  Empire  who  has  not 
some  complaint  of  cruelty  and  injustice  to  make 
against  the  Government.  Kven  men  like  Purish- 
kevitch  and  Markoff  and  their  Reactionary  followers 
frequently  have  occasion  to  frame  charges  of  this 
character. 

In  this  connection  it  is  instructive  to  note  the 
manner  in  which  certain  Russian  nationalities,  who 
are  neither  Jews* nor  Poles,  nor  Finns,  nor  Little 
Russians,  but  thorough-going  members  of  the  Ortho- 
dox community,  are  treated  by  the  Government, 
which,  like  all  despotic  administrations,  displays  a 
special  regard  for  uniformity  in  all  directions.  There 
are,  for  example,  the  White  Russians,  a  community 
of  nine  or  ten  million  souls  inhabiting  the  govern- 
ments of  Vitebsk  and  Mohilev.  and  part  of  the 
governments  of  Minsk,  Wilna,  Grodno,  and  Smo- 
lensk. They  are  the  aborigines  of  this  part  of  the 
Empire,  which  the  Nationalists  are  fond  of  describing 
as  the  "  true  Russian  "  province.  They  speak  a  dialect 
which  is  closely  akin  to  Russian,  being,  so  to  speak, 
midway  between  Russian  and  Polish.  The  White 
Russians  are  greatly  attached  to  their  dialect,  but 
the  Government  rouses  their  antagonism  by  forbid- 
ding its  use  in  the  schools,  either  as  a  subject  or  as  a 
medium  of  instruction. 

The  Peasants''  Bank  in  this  part  of  the  country  does 
its  utmost  to  limit  the  possession  of  land  by  White 
Russians,  and  endeavours  to  promote  the  settlement 
of  peasants  coming  from  the  central  provinces. 

"  They  talk  of  the  Slav  soul  of  the  White  Russian," 
we  read  in  the  Nasha  Niva,  the  organ  of  the  native 
community.  "  The  Poles  and  the  Russian  National- 
ists try  to  flatter  us,  and  at  the  same  time  to  scatter 
our  ranks.  What  they  are  actually  doing  is  to 
strangle  our  nationality  and  our  peasantry.  But  the 
day  of  reckoning  is  near,  and  our  national  self- 
consciousness  will  soon  awake/' 

These  sentiments  are  to  be  found  in  a  newspaper 
of  very  mild  and  Conservative  views.  One  is 
impelled  to  wonder  what  would  be  the  views  of  a 
more  advanced  journal,  if  such  were  allowed  in  the 
country  of  the  White  Russians. 


THE   BEILIS  VENDETTA. 

Holy  Synod's  Revenge  on  Professor 
Troitsky. 

Professor  Troitsky,  the  well-known  Russian  theolo- 
gian and  Hebraist,  who  incurred  the  wrath  of  the 
authorities  at  the  trial  of  Beilis  by  giving,  in  his 
capacity  of  expert,  evidence  discrediting  the  "  ritual 
murder  "  theory,  was  recently  refused  permission  to 
continue  his  lectures  at  the  St.  Petersburg  Clerical 
Academy,  although  he  had  laboured  there  for  twenty- 
live  years.  At  the  request  of  his  colleagues  and 
pupils,  however,  he  continued  to  lecture  there  as  a 
privat-docent.  As  a  rule  these  private  teachers  are 
paid  for  their  services  by  the  Holy  Synod  at  the  end 
of  the  educational  year.  In  the  case  of  Professor 
Troitsky,  however,  the  Synod  has  refused  to  make 
any  payment.    And  so  the  vendetta  goes  on. 

The  twenty-five  St.  Petersburg  barristers  who  have 
been  sentenced  to  terms  of  imprisonment  for  pro- 
testing against  the  institution  of  a  charge  of  "ritual 
murder  "  against  Beilis  continue  to  receive  messages 
of  congratulation  and  sympathy  from  all  parts  of 
Russia  and  from  all  classes  of  society.  One  of  the 
latest  messages  comes  from  the  Lettish  workers  in 
Libau. 

Bishop  Alexis,  of  Saratov,  has  caused  the  grave  of 
the  boy  Masloff,  who  was  murdered  fifty  years  ago, 
to  be  opened  and  the  body  removed.  At  the  time 
the  murder  was  declared  to  have  been  perpetrated 
for  "  ritual "  motives,  and  two  Jews  were  sentenced 
to  penal  servitude.  The  Bishop  intends  to  place  the 
exhumed  remains  in  a  specially  built  chapel,  and 
thus  to  perpetuate  the  atrocious  "  ritual  "  legend  for 
whatever  it  is  worth.  The  instigator  of  this  latest 
act  of  anti-Semitic  rancour  was  M.  Zamyslovsky,  the 
Black  Hundred  leader,  and  one  of  Beilis's  pro- 
secutors. 

The  coup  de  grace  has  been  given  to  the  discredited 
"  ritual "  charge  at  Fastov  by  the  discovery  of  the 
three  boys  who  at  various  times  were  alleged  to  have 
been  murdered  by  Jews,  and  with  whom  strenuous 
endeavours  were  made  to  identify  the  body  of  the 
murdered  Jewish  boy,  Josscl  Pashkoff.  They  have 
been  living  all  the  time  111  a  village  in  the  Kiev  dis- 
trict, where  they  have  been  employed  as  shepherds. 
All  three  boys  have  now  been  restored  to  their  parents. 
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THE    UBIQUITOUS  OKHRANA 


The  very  curious  circumstances  surrounding 
the  discovery  in  France  o;  alleged  Russian 
anarchists  equipped  with  bombs  for  the  alleged 
purpose  of  assassinating  the  Tsar  have  aroused 
the  suspicion  that  the  foreign  agents  of  the 
Okhrana  have  again  been  at  work.  The  bombs 
were  certainly  real  enough,  although  strangely 
inappropriate  in  their  manufacture  for  their 
ostensible  object ;  but  regarding  the  men  who 
carried  them  there  is  a  strong  belief  that  they 
are  either  agents  of  the  Russian  secret  police  or 
dupes  of  the  agent-provocateur.  With  singular 
opportuneness  M.  Vladimir  Bourtseff,  the  well- 
known  political  exile  who  unmasked  Azef  and 
his  employers,  has  just  been  making  new  revela- 
tions of  the  methods  of  the  Okhrana  agents  in 
France.  From  their  unwelcome  and  illegal 
attentions  the  members  of  the  Russian  colony 
domiciled  in  Paris  are  never  free.  Their  corre- 
spondence is  intercepted  and  opened,  their  resi- 
dences are  frequently  raided  and  searched  in 
their  absence,  and  they  themselves  are  on  occa- 
sion subjected  to  arrest  by  men  who  masquerade 
as  French  policemen.  All  this  and  more  has 
been  done  since  the  day  when  M.  Clemencean, 
as  Premier,  declared  in  the  Chamber  that  the 
Okhrana  had  been  suppressed  in  France,  and 
that  its  activities  would  no  longer  oe  coieratect. 
Our  readers  will  hardly  need  to  be  reminded 
of  the  amazing  scandals  that  had  preceded  this 
declaration — of  the  murderous  crimes  deliberately 
manufactured  in  France  by  Russian  secret  police 
agents  such  as  Azef,  Ratchkovsky,  Harting-, 
Rataeff,  and  others  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
the  arrest  of  Russian  exiles.  Those  who  imagined 
at  the  time  that  M.  Clemenceaa's  pledge  marked 
the  end  of  this  appalling  system  have  been 
completely  disillusioned.  The  Franco-Russian 
Alliance  has  been  unable  to  resist  the  blandish- 
ments of  the  Okhrana,  which  to-day  is  as  firmly 
established  and  as  scandalously  active  in  France 
as  ever  it  was,  and  which,  if  the  latest  suspicions 
are  well  founded,  does  not  even  now  shrink  from 
the  worst  excesses  of  the  agent-provocateur. 

There  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  that  in 
France  the  Okhrana  carries  out  its  operations  not 
only  by  the  indulgence  but  with  the  direct  conniv- 
ance of  the  French  police.  Under  no  other  con- 
dition could  it  work  as  openly  and  effectively  as 
it  does,  and  there  is,  indeed,  abundance  of  evi- 
dence that  this  co-operation  exists.  Possibly 
the  renewed  agitation  that  has  been  raised 
against  the  system  may  lead  to  its  abolition  ; 
but  we  doubt  whether  the  French  Govern- 
ment will  show  itself  inclined  to  expose  the 
cordiality  of  its  relations  with  Russia  to 
such  a  test.  Our  scepticism  on  this  point  is 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  same  system 
obtains,  and  is  officially  tolerated,  in  England. 
The  names  of  the  agents  of  the  Russian 
secret  police  who  ply  their  trade  among 
the  Russian  refugees  resident  in  this  country 
are  known,  and  there  is  a  very  strong 
suspicion  that  they  enjoy  the  co-operation  of 
Scotland  Yard.  Letters  sent  to  the  victims  of 
political  oppression  who  have  availed  themselves 
of  British  "  hospitality "  are  constantly  being 
opened  before  reaching  their  destination,  and  in 
many  other  ways  these  people  are  subjected  to 


interference  and  inqnisitr  ;j  attention.  When 
they  apply  for  British  d|  utilisation  they  are 
first  put  through  the  mi.  g|  an  exhaustive  and 
quite  unusual  form  of  3  airy,  and  are  then 
invariably  refused.  In  (  se  proceedings  the 
British  and  Russian  \  ;ice  work  hand-in- 
hand.  Even  the  agen,  L  .-ovocuteur  and  his 
criminal  outrages,  there  ;\4  reason  to  believe, 
are  not  unknown  in  this  c  rntry  ;  in  this  connec- 
tion we  need  only  refer  tc  t  ie  suspicions  current 
regarding  the  ghastly  Sidf\  7-street  affair  and  its 
mysterious  protagonist  "Ij  er  the  Painter." 

It  may  be  objected  th  \  {n  writing  in  this 
strain  apropos  of  the  rec^  discovery  in  France 
we  are  raising  a  mare's  j  3t,  giving  to  certain 
suspicious  circumstances  g  weight  which  the 
facts  of  the  case,  when  th<  f  ,,ave  been  thoroughly 
investigated,  will  not  be  fc  >  i  fco  warrant.  But  it 
is  at  any  rate  beyond  contr  fction  that  the  known 
and  proved  exploits  of  the  3( oreign  section  of  the 
Okhrana  in  recent  years,  <i  rticularly  in  France, 
Belgium, and  Germany.'  a  v  ond  in  repulsiveness 
even  the  crime  now  allet  "  a-ainst  that  organi- 
sation. In  the  pursuit  of  %  object  (which  is  to 
incriminate  at  all  costs  Hussian  refugees  in 
foreign  countries)  the  Ok  #uia  does  not  stick  at 
any  crime,  even  though  iJjr  3lTe  the  assassina- 
tion of  a  high  personage.  -  careers  of  the  men 
whose  names  we  have  n:y' if, -.ed,  anct  0f  many 


others  who 


afford 


organisation  which  is  perniJtfe'd  and  encouraged 
to  flourish  in  France  and  n  Great  Britain.  Is 
this,  it  may  be  asked,  tin  price  that  must  be 
paid  for  the  Triple  Entente  ?  Can  the  bare 
toleration  of  the  system  ie  explained  on  any 
other  ground  but  a  desire  to  accommodate  the 
Russian  Government  in  ife  vendetta  against  its 
political  opponents  ?  Rusia's  idea,  of  course, 
is  to  spread  abroad  the  nation  that  all  Russian 
refugees  are  dangerous  anirchists  and  a  menace 
to  society  in  general.  It  i,<  deplorably  true  that 
by  the  barbarity  of  her  administrative  methods 
she  has  goaded  some  of  !er  subjects  into  com- 
mitting crimes  of  violence  for  which  most  of 
them  have  paid  the  peulty.  But  the  vast 
majority  of  Russian  "  politicals  "  residing  abroad 
are  peaceable,  law-abiding  folk  who  cause  not 
the  slightest  trouble  to  the  country  in  which  they 
have  made  their  home,  andit  might  with  almost 
perfect  truth  be  said  thai  the  only  outrages  of 
Russian  origin  that  need  beapprehended  outside 
Russia  are  those  manufactured  by  the  agents  of 
the  Okhrana.  It  is  high  tine  that  the  European 
countries,  England  included,  made  a  determined 
effort  to  purge  themselves  'f  this  pollution. 


POGROM  PREPARATIONS. 


Liberal  Journalists  Singed  Out  for  Attack 
in  Odesa. 


The  Znamya,  the  organ  o  Ihe  Black  Hundred 
municipality  of  Odessa,  has;  >egun  to  publish  por- 
traits of  Progressive  jourriasts  in  order  that  its 
readers  may  know  whom  to  .ttack  when  the  occa- 
sion for  violence  arrives.  A  ecent  issue  contains  a 
portrait  of  trie  editor  of  he  Liberal  Odesskya 
Novosti,  to  which  are  added  lis  private  address  and 
an  appeal  to  "  Real  Russian  |  itizens  to  cut  it  out  and 
preserve  it  "  for  use  when  ncessary."  In  this  way 
preparations  are  openly  lade  for  a  pogrom 
campaign. 


THE    BUDGET  CONFLICT. 


Upper    House     Overrides     the  Duma's 
Amendment. 


On  the  3rd  inst.  the  Council  of  the  Empire  once 
more  considered  the  Budget  Bill  in  the  form  in 
which  it  was  sent  up  by  the  Duma  after  the  conside- 
ration by  the  latter  body  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Conciliation  Committee.  All  the  Ministers, 
headed  by  M.  Goremykin,  were  present  at  the  sitting. 

The  only  point  debated  was  M.  Godneff's  amend- 
ment to  the  Budget  Bill  abolishing  the  practice  of 
Ministers  obtaining  unauthorised  grants  from  the 
Treasury,  on  which  the  Duma  had  insisted.  Last 
year  the  money  obtained  by  Ministers  by  application 
to  the  Treasury  in  sums  not  exceeding  a  thousand 
roubles  at  a  time  reached  a  total  of  h  df  a  million 
roubles.  The  question  at  issue,  however,  was  one 
not  so  much  of  money  as  of  principle.  By  the  law 
of  1862  no  expenditure  could  be  incurred  by  a 
Minister  except  such  as  had  been  provided  for  in  the 
Budget  or  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  Tsar.  This 
restriction,  however,  was  removed  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Council  of  the  Empire  passed  in  1868,  by  which 
Ministers  were  entitled  to  apply  to  the  Treasury, 
without  the  Tsar's  previous  permission,  for  sums  of 
not  more  than  a  thousand  roubles.  It  was  this 
privilege,  which  has  been  gravely  abused  by  indi- 
vidual Ministers,  that  M.  Godneff's  amendment 
sought  to  abolish  by  expressly  prohibiting  such  expen- 
diture, and  thus  practically  restoring  the  law  of  1862. 

The  Premier's  Arguments. 

After  the  Acting-President  cf  the  Council  of  t  'e 
Empire,  M.  Golubeff,  had  submitted  the  recommt  1- 

-bi.io-1  of  the  Conciliation.  Committee,  an  this  n< mm 
the  oebate  was  opened  by  the  Premier"  who  aciviseu 
the  Council  to  reject  the  amendment.  He  did  not 
object  to  the  restriction  on  its  own  merits,  and  in 
fact  expressed  his  agreement  with  its  principle.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  he  declared,  the  Cabinet,  at  its 
meeting  of  May  6th  last,  had  actually  decided  that 
no  further  advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  Council  of  the  Empire  in  1868  in 
cases  where  grants  were  merely  desired  as  rewards 
for  officials.  The  Premier  objected,  however,  to  the 
amendment  being  tacked  on  to  the  Budget,  and 
urged  its  rejection  on  this  ground. 

To  this  objection,  which  practically  denied  the 
Duma's  right  to  control  Ministerial  expenditure,  the 
Minister  ot  Justice  added  his  support,  quoting  Pro- 
fessor Jellinek  and  other  foreign  authorises  on  con- 
stitutional law  in  justification  of  his  attitude. 

In  reply  Professor  Maxim  Kovalevsky  pointed  out 
that  "tacking"  amendments  of  this  kind  had  in 
former  years  been  permitted  by  the  Government 
itself  and  by  the  Council  of  the  Empire.  The 
Budget,  he  contended,  consisted  not  merely  of 
figures,  but  also  of  rules,  and  by  rejecting  the 
amendment  the  Council  would  in  fact  be  rejecting 
the  whole  Budget. 

The  Amendment  Bejected. 

In  spite  of  his  arguments,  however,  which  were 
ably  supported  by  Professor  Vassilieff,  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected  by  75  votes  to  31. 

The  President  next  put  to  the  vote  the  question 
raised  by  Professor  Kovalevsky  whether,  by  the 
rejection  of  the  Duma's  amendment,  the  Budget  as 
a  whole  was  thrown  out.  The  Council  decided  that 
the  Budget  was  independent  of  the  rules  accom- 
panying it,  and  consisted  merely  of  the  figures  re- 
lating to  revenue  and  expenditure. 

After  being  thus  passed  by  the  Upper  House,  which 
gave  way  with  regard  to  certain  reductions  insisted 
upon  by  the  Duma,  the  Budget  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Tsar. 

After  a  short  interval  the  authorities  have  resumed 
the  wholesale  expulsion  from  Libau  of  Jewish 
artisans  who  have  resided  there  for  a  great  number 
of  years. 

The  Holy  Synod,  in  accordance  with  resolutions 
passed  by  several  local  missionary  conferences,  has 
applied  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  for  the  issue 
of  an  order  prohibiting  the  sale  of  the  Bible  in 
Russia  by  agents  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Church. 
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MOHAMMEDAN  CONFERENCE. 

Complaints  of  Religious  and  Educational 
Restrictions. 


The  Conference  of  Russian  Mohammedans  which 
has  just  been  held  in  St.  Petersburg  was  convened 
for  the  discussion  of  strictly  religious  and  educational 
affairs.  The  official  sanction  of  its  proceedings  was 
accompanied  by  very  stringent  regulations  as  to  the 
conditions  under  which  they  might  take  place. 
Russian,  for  instance,  was  to  be  the  only  language 
employed.  No  representatives  of  the  Press  were  to 
be  admitted,  and  no  delegate  was  to  be  appointed 
unless  he  had  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior.  The  range  of  the  discussions,  too,  was 
greatly  limited  by  order  of  the  Government. 

In  spite  of  all  restrictions,  however,  the  Confer- 
ence succeeded  in  echoing  the  general  feeling  of 
discontent  prevalent  throughout  the  Russian  Empire. 
At  the  opening  session  the  appalling  educational 
conditions  imposed  upon  Russians  of  the  Mohamme- 
dan faith  were  made  the  subject  of  bitter  complaint. 
M.  Maksudoff ,  who  was  a  member  of  the  third  Duma, 
declared  in  a  report  presented  to  the  Conference 
that  for  forty  years  the  Government  had  afforded 
the  Mohammedan  population  no  assistance  towards 
educating  their  children,  but  had  on  the  contrary 
placed  many  hindrances  in  the  way  of  the  Moham- 
medans' own  efforts  in  this  direction. 


The  Kirghiz. 

A  most  depressing  state  of  affairs  was  revealed  by 
the  representatives  of  the  Kirghiz,  a  nomadic 
Moslem  tribe  inhabiting  the  province  of  Astrakhan 
and  the  Ural  district.  By  way  of  illustration  M. 
Lapyin  stated  that  at  Perovsk  the  Kirghiz  had 
founded,  by  permission  of  the  Tsar,  two  scholarships 
for  the  benefit  of  pupils  of  the  secondary  schools. 
So  far,  however,  not  one  of  their  children  had  been 
able  to  take  advantage  of  these  scholarships,  the 
money  having  been  applied  by  the  Government 
authorities  to  other  purposes. 

M.  Karatayeff  spoke  of  the  religious  persecution  of 
the  same  community,  which,  he  said,  only  served  to 
unite  the  Kirghiz  more  firmly  together.  Instead  of 
the  one  mosque  which  the  Government  allowed  to 
be  erected  in  a  district  dozens  had  been  built,  the 
work  being  accomplished  secretly.  Instead  of  one 
"  medresse,"  or  school,  hundreds  had  been  opened. 

Ajwathei -  delegate,  M.  Bukeikbanoff.  said  that  the 
present  attitude  of  the  Russian  Government  to  its 
Kirghiz  subjects  was  much  more  oppressive  than 
that  adopted  a  century  ago.  Nowadays  even  their 
most  elementary  rights  were  not  respected.  The 
speaker  himself,  who  is  a  teacher,  has  been  punished 
several  times  for  addressing  his  pupils  in  their 
native  tongue. 

During  the  first  day's  proceedings  the  Conference 
received  a  telegram  from  the  representatives  of  the 
Kirghiz  inhabiting    the    Ural    district.     In  this 
message  attention  was  called  to  a  Government  order 
issued  two  years  ago  by  which  the  Kirghiz  are 
compelled  to  live  among  the  Russian  villagers  and 
forbidden  to  reside  in  separate  communes,  the  object 
being  to  facilitate  their  absorption  by  the  Orthodox 
Church  since  no  mosques  and  no  mollahs  are  per- 
mitted in  the  Russian  villages.    "  The  very  existence 
of  the  Kirghiz  as  a  people  is  threatened,  declared 
the  writers,  who  further  reminded  the  Conference 
that  the  representation  of  the  Kirghiz  in  the  Duma 
had  been  abolished  by  the  electoral  law  of  1907. 
Persecution  in  the  Crimea. 
At  the  second  day's  proceedings  the  chief  speaker 
was  M  Muftyzade,  the  representative  of  the  Moham- 
medans in  the  Crimea.    He  enlarged  upon  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Moslem  schools  in  this  part  of  the  Empire, 
and  complained  generally  of  the  oppressive  attitude 
of  the  local  and  central  authorities.    As  an  example 
of  what  was  done  he  stated  that  a  short  time  ago  a 
number  of  Mohammedans  met  to  celebrate  the  com- 
pletion of  their  studies  in  the  "  medresse  "  belong- 
ing to  the  poor  priests.    During  the  proceedings  a 
drunken  police-sergeant  forced    his  way  into  the 
meeting  and  behaved  in  a  most  violent  manner, 
flourishing  his  sword  and  attacking  those  present. 
The  Tartars  thereupon  locked  him  up  in  another 
room.    After   he  had  been  liberated  the  police- 
sergeant  informed   his  superior  officers  that  the 
Mohammedans  were  preparing  a  rebellion  against 
the  authorities.    Thereupon  the  Governor,  accom- 
panied by  a  detachment  of  Cossacks,  went  to  the 
meeting-place,  arrested  thirty-five  Mohammedans, 
and  consigned  them  to  prison  at  Simferopol,  where 
they  were  kept  for  three  months. 

The  ill-will  of  the  authorities,  continued  the  same 
speaker,  was  directed  in  particular  against  the  reli- 
gious schools  kept  by  the  Mohammedans.  Every- 
where they  were  closed  on  the  slightest  suspicion 
being  raised  that  the  children  in  these  institutions 
were  being  instructed  in  secular  as  well  as  religious 
subjects.  When  asked  why  he  had  closed  a  certain 
school  a  Government  inspector  recently  replied  : 
"  Because  you  teach  the  children  to  read  and  write." 


In  another  school  th,  inspector  noticed  a  map 
hanging  on  the  wall  :  this  was  sufficient  excuse  for 
an  order  for  the  immed»»e  closing  of  the  school  In 
1909  a  hundred  Moha»>medan  schools  were  closed 
in  the  Crimea. 

Another  cause  of  co^Plainl  wa^  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  seized  the  Mohammedan  Church  lands 
(known  as"  vakufs"),i,  spite  of  an  express  provision 
of  the  law  that  they  an  the  property  of  the  Moham- 
medan priests  in  the  pvernment  of  I  aunda.  Out 
of  300,000  "vakufs"  vihich  the  Mohammedans  of 
this  district  possessed  if  i886>  only  about  50,000  now 
remained.  u.    ,  _ 

The  Imal  Protest. 

The  closing  sessioi  °f  the  Conference  was  held 
last  Wednesday,  anc  was  marked  by  a  rousing 
speech  delivered  by  W  Topchibasheff,  one  of  the 
organisers  of  the  Conf:rence-  ,      ,  „  .  t 

"  Our  chief  object/'  ie  declared  was  to  inform 
the  Government  and  tie  Pubhc  of  our  wants  But 
they  have  allowed  us  to  speak  of  our  needs  and 
desires  only  among  (j""Selves,  who  know  of  them 
without  holding  confer'nces- 

"  When  on  March  fc*h,  1905,  proclamation  was 
made  from  the  height  P  the  Throne  of  the  right  of 
all  to  declare  their  ned*.  we  Mohammedans  made 
report  to  the  Council  (f  Ministers.  But  with  what 
result  ?  The  President0'  the  Council  of  Ministers, 
on  learning  of  the  cont^s  of  our  petitions,  shrugged 
his  shoulders  and  excWmed  :  'Tms  H  the  first  time 
I  have  heard  that  MoPmmedans  possess  any  such 

"^Toall  our  protestatons  of  loyalty  we  receive  but 
one  answer:  'You  ;u?  Mohammedans.  This  is 
sufficient  to  prevent  o-  recognition  as  citizens  We 
are  not  allowed  to  j^isty  fully  our  spiritual  and 
religious  requirement  They  talk  of  'universal 
tolerance,'  and  at  tl„  same  time  they  close  our 
religious  schools,  rob  0  *  Church  property,  degrade 
our  clergy,  and  so  ,f  «•  .,And  yet  it  is  a  sheer 
absurdity  to  try  to,^similate  twenty-five  million 
followers  of  Islam  witt,  the  Russians. 

M.  Topchibasheff's  Peech,  which  brought  the 
proceedings  to  a  cge.  was  greeted  with  loud 
applause.  .  


THE   OKHs<ANA  ABROAD. 

Activities  of  the  F.»ssian  Secret  Police  in 
'aris. 

_  c  

IT.  \laaImTr^af5«T','%R6sfe  letter  to  the  Minister 
of  Justice  demanding  the  prosecution  of  Azef  we 
quoted  last  week,  hai  again  addressed  M.  Scheg- 
lovitoff ,  this  time  on  tie  subject  of  the  activity  of  the 
Russian  secret  police  h  Paris. 
"  During  the  past  fjw  years,"  he  writes.  ' 


many  of  my  fellow 
have  been  subjected 
part  of  the  Russian 
The  activity  of  these 


ountrymen  resident  in  Paris 
t  constant  persecution  on  the 
ecret  police  agents  in  France, 
igents  is  growing,  in  spite  of 
M.  Clemenceau's  de<  aration  in  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  in  1909  tha  the  existence  of  the  Russian 
police  system  in  Frane  was  intolerable  and  would  be 

^M^Bourtseff  then  n  ines  the  chief  of  this  French 
section  of  the  Okhraa  and  his  twenty-nine  agents, 
*s  lares,  were  formerly  members 
v  .ss  police,  but  were  dismissed 
orrupt  practices.    By  bribing 


some  of  whom,  he  de 
of  the  French  and  S 
from  their  posts  for 


concierges  and  postrr.m  they  are  able  to  intercept  the 
correspondence  of  th  Russian  refugees.  They  enter 
their  houses  by  meas  of  false  keys,  search  their 
belongings  during  ther  absence,  and  spread  the  most 
malicious  slanders  aiout  them  among  their  neigh 


bours,  servants,  and 
as  desperate  bomb-tl 
dare  to  pose  as  Fren 
arrest  and  search 
organised  a  system 
espionage. 

M.  Bourtseff  has 


Paris,  where,  he  aff 
protection  not  only  o 
by  means  of  lavish 


police  and  other  olTuals. 


The  editor  of  the 
to  prison  in  default 
him  by  the  Goveri 
the  paper  thereupon: 
between  them,  paid  t 
release.    The  Gove  1 
proclaiming  the  colt; 
of  paying  another  mn 
able  with  a  fine  of 
imprisonment. 

The  Governors  o 
issued  orders  tu  tl 
collecting  of  money 
strikers  and  exiles. 


radespeople,  describing  them 
owers.  Sometimes  they  even 
i  policemen  and  in  this  guise 
ie  refugees.  They  have  also 
of   military  and  diplomatic 

His  possession  documentaiy 
evfdence"asT  to  the  rj>ings  of  the  Russian  police  in 


ms,  they  enjoy  the  powerful 
the  Russian  Embassy,  but  also, 
bribery,  of  the  local  French 


A   NEV  OFFENCE. 


Vyatka  Retch  was  recently  sent 
if  paying  a  fine  imposed  upon 
r  of  Vyatka.    The  readers  of 
ollected  the  amount  of  the  fine 
and  thus  secured  the  editor's 
or  has  now  issued  an  order 
hon  of  money  for  the  purpose 
s  fine  to  be  an  offence  punish- 
00  roubles  or  three  months' 


MYSTERY   OF    A  RESTRICTION 

Sectarians  Forbidden  to  Become  Officers 
in  the  Army. 

[From  Ouu  Own  Correspondent.! 

St.  PETEMBPRG,  July  8th. 

The  newspapers  are  fond  of  describing  Russia  as 
"a  country  of  unlimited  possibilities."  It  is  indeed 
true  that  everything  is  possible  here,  and  that  the 
extent  of  these  improbable  possibilities  grows  every 
day.    A  recent  incident  may  be  cited  in  illustration. 

In  the  latter  part  of  April  last  it  suddenly  became 
known  from  private  sources,  owing  to  a  particular 
episode,  that  there  is  in  existence  an  order  of  the 
Minister  of  War  dated  January  23rd,  1914,  and 
numbered  232.  This  order,  without  any  legal  justi- 
fication, deprives  whole  groups  of  the  population  of 
rights  relating  to  military  service  ;  and,  although  no 
one  can  say  where  it  was  published,  it  has  actually 
acquired  the  force  of  law.5 

Among  the  various  groups  who  in  this  illegal 
fashion  were  deprived  of  important  public  rights,  and 
in  particular  of  the  right  to  serve  as  officers  in  the 
Army,  were  the  Belokrinitsk  sect  of  the  Old  Believers, 
who  follow  the  original  ritual  of  the  Orthodox  Church 
that  obtained  before  the  time  of  Peter  the  Great. 
The  members  of  this  sect,  on  learning  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  order,  raised  a  loud  outcry,  and  des- 
patched a  deputation  to  St.  Petersburg  to  inquire 
into  the  matter.  Among  the  members  of  this  deputa- 
tion was  M.  Brilliantoff,  the  head  of  the  Old  Believers' 
community. 

Ministerial  Ignorance. 

In  St.  Petersburg  M.  Brilliantoff  was  informed  that 
the  question  of  placing  this  restriction  on  the  Old 
Believers,  among  others,  had  been  raised  in  the  salon 
of  Countess  Ignatieff  on  the  initiative  of  Bishop 
Nikon.  But  this  was  only  given  as  a  rumour,  and 
no  one  could  say  for  certain  what  the  true  facts  of 
the  case  were.  He  was  further  told  that  the  Minister 
of  War  himself  had  been  surprised  to  learn  that 
what  was  described  as  a  "  project "  had  already  been 
put  into  operation,  and  had  ordered  an  "  immediate 
inquiry."  The  Chief  of  Staff,  on  being  applied  to, 
was  equally  ignorant  on  the  subject.  At  the  Ministry 
of  the  Interior  nothing  was  known  except  what  had 
appeared  in  the  papers,  and  the  Ministry  of  Marine, 
which  also  professed  ignorance;  declared  the  "  pro- 
ject" to  be  harmful.  Everywhere  the  Government 
officials  knew  ot  nothing  Out  a  "  project,  regarding 
which  some  correspondence  had  taken  place  between 
the  various  Ministries  ;  but  who  originated  it,  and 
how  it  had  received  the  force  of  law,  none  could  say. 
It  was  regarded  as  harmful,  among  other  reasons, 
because  the  authorities  in  St.  Petersburg  were  well 
aware  that  the  Cossacks  include  a  considerable 
number  of  Old  Believers,  and  it  is  unthinkable  that 
Cossacks  should  be  deprived  of  any  military  rights. 

The  Minister  of  War  offered  to  find  a  way  out  of 
the  difficulty  by  forming  an  inter-departmental  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  question.  Mr.  Brilliantoff  was 
further  informed  that  in  future  the  ''project  "  would 
not  be  applied  to  members  of  the  Belokrinitsk  sect, 
but  that  those  who  had  already  suffered  from  its 
operation  would  have  to  put  up  with  their  disabilities 
for  State  reasons. 

A  "Salon"  Plot. 

A  number  of  guesses  have  been  made  as  to  the 
way  in  which  the  obnoxious  order  came  into  being. 
The  most  generally  accepted  theory  is  that  at  one  of 
the  St.  Petersburg  salons,  where  political  history  is  so 
often  made  in  Russia,  someone  mooted  the  idea  of 
restricting  the  military  rights  of  the  Old  Believers 
and  other  sectarians.  The  Ministry  of  War,  it  is 
hazarded,  regarded  the  suggestion  as  somewhat 
reckless  and  questionable,  and  in  any  case  requiring 
the  sanction  of  the  Legislature.  But  some  zealous 
person  who  attended  the  salon  may  have  quietly 
transformed  the  idea  into  actual  law  by  negotiating 
the  issue  of  the  order  dated  January  23rd.  This 
conjecture  is  by  no  means  improbable,  for  it  is  in 
this  way  that  political  coups  are  frequently  engineered 

in  Russia.  . 

The  result  of  M.  Brilliantoff  s  intercession  is  that 
the  Belokrinitsk  sect  of  the  Old  Believers  have 
obtained  the  temporary  remission  of  the  "  project " 
in  their  favour.  But  with  regard  to  all  the  other  Old 
Believers,  the  Baptists,  and  the  other  sectarian 
denominations  the  offensive  order  remains  in  force. 


Kharkov  and  Saratov  have  also 
same  effect,  prohibiting  the 
ol  only  for  editors,  but  also  for 


The  Den  is  informed  that  over  a  thousand  strikers 
are  in  prison  in  Baku,  and  that  all  the  gaols  in  the 
oilfields  district  are  overcrowded. 

The  editor  of  the  Den  has  been  fined  500  roubles 
for  publishing  an  article  criticising  the  new  restric- 
tions on  the  participation  of  Jews  in  commerce  and 
in  the  business  of  joint-stock  companies. 

\  petition  has  been  sent  to  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  by  the  manufacturers  of  Lodz  requesting 
the  cancellation  of  the  new  restrictions  imposed  011 
Jewish  manufacturers  at  the  Nijni-Xovgorod  lair. 
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NOTES. 


A  Budget  "  Coup." 

The  conflict  between  the  two  Legislative 
Chambers  over  the  Budget  has  been  settled  in  a 
way  that  is  no  settlement,  and  can  only  lead  to 
further  strife.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
Duma,  after  reducing  some  of  the  credits 
demanded  and  rejecting  others,  passed  the 
Budget  with  the  amendment  that  in  future 
Ministers  should  not  be  allowed  to  obtain  from 
the  Treasury  small  grants  unauthorised  by  the 
Legislature.  This  is  a  practice  which  has  long 
obtained  in  Russia,  and  has  been  gravely  abused. 
"When  the  Budget,  after  an  adventurous  voyage 
through  both  Houses  and  a  Conciliation  Com- 
mittee, came  before  the  Council  of  the  Empire 
for  the  last  time,  it  was  violently  and,  we 
believe,  illegally  passed  into  law,  or  into  the 
semblance  of  law,  by  the  expedient  of  simply 
deleting  the  amendment  to  which  the  Upper 
House  objected.  In  this  very  questionable  action 
the  Premier  was  the  moving  spirit,  and  he  was 
supported  by  all  his  colleagues.  M.  Goremykin 
professed  to  be  friendly  to  the  purpose  of  the 
amendment ;  but  he  was  opposed  to  the  idea  of 
what  he  regarded  as  a  "tacking"  amendment 
being  hung  on  to  the  Budget.  The  argument 
used  was  that  the  Budget  consists  merely  of  the 
figures  of  revenue  and  expenditure,  and  not  of 
rules  affecting  their  manipulation.  But  beyond 
doubt  the  real  object  of  the  Government  in 
resisting  the  amendment  was  to  deny  the  right 
and  power  of  the  Duma  to  control  the  country's 
expenditure  in  any  effective  degree. 


What  Will  the  Duma  Say? 

Satisfied  by  this  extremely  doubtful  argument, 
the  Council  of  the  Empire  threw  out  the  amend- 
ment and  then,  by  a  special  vote,  decided  that 
its  rejection  did  not  involve  the  rejection  of  the 
Budget  as  a  whole.  Accordingly,  that  measure, 
slightly  changed  from  its  original  aspect  by  the 
acceptance  of  a  few  reductions  and  eliminations 
on  which  the  Duma  insisted,  has  been  declared 
to  have  passed  in  due  order  through  both 
Houses,  and  has  received  the  Imperial  signa- 
ture. This,  however,  is  nothing  but  a  flagrant 
and  violent  roup  d'etat,  and  may  be  regarded  as 
but  another  step  in  the  series  of  illegal  actions 
by  which  the  Government  has  during  the  past 
few  months  sought  to  limit  the  competence  of 
the  Duma.  The  proceeding  has  not  even  the 
support  of  precedent,  to  which,  indeed,  it  is 
flatly  opposed.  As  Professor  Kovalevsky  pointed 
out  in  the  Upper  House,  in  the  past  so-called 
"  tacking "  amendments  have  been  permitted 
both  by  the  Council  of  the  Empire  and  by  the 
Government  itself.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  in 
order  to  carry  out  its  plan  the  Government  chose 
a  time  when  the  Duma  was  not  in  session,  and 
has  thus  removed  for  a  time  the  possibility  of 
an  active  conflict.  But  the  matter  will  certainly 
not  be  allowed  to  rest  where  it  is.  In  the 
autumn,  when  the  Duma  reassembles,  the  ques- 
tion is  bound  to  be  raised.  The  newspaper  com- 
ments which  have  appeared  show  that  the  Con- 


stitutional party  has  been  jiofoundly  stirred  by 


this  latest  outrage,  which 


o    l  

the  uselessness  of  conciliaiory  methods  on  the 
part  of  the  champions  of  the  Russian  people's 
liberties. 


M.  Scheglovitoff's  Authority 

It  is  interesting,  and  rjic 
note  that   the  Minister 
foreign  authorities  on    Constitutional   Law  in 


support  of  the  Government 
regardless  of  the  fact  that 


but  another  proof  of 


a  little  amusing,  to 
Justice,  in  citing 


contention  (serenely 
Russia's  own  practice 


has  long  admitted  the  propriety  of  the  course 
now  impugned),  laid  special  stress  on  the  opinion 
of  the  late  Professor  Jellin^k,  the  great  Austrian 
jurist.  It  would  have  instructed  his  hearers  some- 
what on  another  matter  i  he  had  added  that, 
were  Professor  Jelli nek  alize  to-day  and  desirous 
of  visiting  Russia,  he  wouli  be  virtually  excluded 
as  a  member  of  an  undesirable  community.  Eor 
the  great  authority  to  wlom  M.  Soheglovitoff 
was  so  pleased  to  fly  for  support  was  a  Jew,  and 
foreign  Jews  are  people  wliorr.  it  is  exceedingly 
dangerous  to  admit  into  Russia.  But,  just  as 
the  Devil  will  quote  Set  pture  for  his  purpose, 
so  an  immaculate  Russiar  Minister,  when  he  is 
doubtful  of  his  own  unaided  arguments,  will  net 
hesitate  to  call  in  to  his  issistance  a  member  of 
the  hated  race  of  "  ritual  curderers." 


Sir  E.  Grey  and  Russan  Passports, 

Speaking  on  the  Foreign  Office  Vote  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Fwiay,  Sir  Edward  Grey 
waxed  satirical  over  the  "  great  expectations  " 
cherished  by  those  who  were  always  calling 
upon  him  to  take  action  in  some  part  of  the 
world.  The  Foreign  Oflce,  he  declared  with 
amusement,  was  continually  being  invited  to 
redress  grievances  and  mmd  misgovernment  in 
other  lands.  Among  otl  er  abuses  which  his 
Department  was  asked    e  tackle,  it  was  "  to 

induoo   Rueeia  to  alter   f     whole  of  hov  repfula- 

tions  with  regard  to  passports  to  Jews."  This  is 
a  childishly  absurd  statement.  Sir  Edward 
Grey  has  never  been  asked  to  undertake  any  such 
task.  What  he  has  been  cdled  upon  to  do  is  to 
secure  equal  facilities  foi  all  classes  of  his 
countrymen  who  wish  to  travel  in  Russia,  and  to 
cease  to  countenance  the  offensive  discrimination 
made  by  the  Russian  Government  in  this  respect 
between  British  citizens  and  British  Jews.  In 
taking  such  action  he  wouli  have  the  support  of 
the  Anglo-Russian  Treaty  of  Commerce,  in  which 
no  such  distinction  is  to  be  found.  The  state- 
ment in  the  House  of  Commons  appears  further 
to  justify  the  contention  we  have  always  made, 
that  Sir  Edward  Grey  has  not  yet  grasped  the 
principle  of  the  passport  fgitation.  We  would 
recommend  him  in  future,  before  ridiculing  the 
demands  made  upon  the  loreign  Office,  to  gain 
a  clear  understanding  of  what  those  demands  are. 


Mohammedan  Grievances. 

Mr.  Stephen  Graham's  idjllic  picture  of  the  life 
of  the  Kirghiz  contributed  to  last  Saturday's 
Times  may  be  set  off  by  the  revelations  made  at  the 
Mohammedan  Conference  just  held  in  St.  Peters- 
burg. These  Moslem  nomads,  many  millions  of 
whom  inhabit  the  Ural  district  and  the  province 
of  Astrakhan,  are  deprived  of  their  most  elemen- 
tary educational  and  religious  rights  by  the  Rus- 
sian authorities,  who  forbic  them  to  teach  their 
children  in  their  native  tongue,  to  build  mosques 
and  schools  according  to  their  requirements,  and 
to  live  in  separate  communities.  Among  the 
Kirghiz,  who  are  now  denied  representation  in 
the  Duma,  the  process  of  enforced  "russifica- 
tion  "  is  being  relentlessly  carried  out,  and, 
as  the  Conference  was  informed,  their  very 
existence  as  a  people  is  threatened.  Of  all 
this  we  learn  nothing  from  Mr.  Graham's 
impressionist  pen.  And  we  should  have  learnt 
nothing  from  the  Conference  itself  if  the 
Government's    scheme  to   prevent  publication 


of  its  proceedings  had  been  thoroughly  effective. 
There  are  some  twenty-five  million  Mohammedan 
subjects  of  the  Tsar,  naturally  conservative  in 
their  ideas,  and  therefore  ideal  inhabitants  of  a 
despotically  governed  country.  But  the  Govern- 
ment's one  idea,  apparently,  is  to  turn  them 
from  easy-going,  contented  followers  of  Islam 
into  dissatisfied  Russians.  The  policy  of  active 
repression  has  in  recent  years  been  enforced 
against  them  in  a  greatly  intensified  form,  with 
the  result  that  to-day  they  too  are  ready  to  join 
the  ranks  of  the  disaffected  masses.  The  Rus- 
sian authorities  do  not  seem  to  have  learnt  that 
the  Mohammedan  will  endure  anything  sooner 
than  disrespect  to  his  religion,  and  unless  they 
change  their  attitude  they  are  likely  to  involve 
themselves  in  the  most  serious  difficulties  east 
of  the  Volga. 


Russia's  Health. 

A  particularly  appalling  feature  of  Russian 
life,  which  ought  to  engage  the  profound  atten- 
tion of  Europe  at  a  time  when  efforts  are  being 
made  by  the  Russian  authorities  to  attract 
visitors  in  large  numbers,  is  the  insanitary  con- 
dition of  the  Empire.  The  Government's  neglect 
to  look  after  the  public  health,  the  absence  of  an 
adequate  supply  of  doctors  and  nurses,  the 
unwholesome  food  with  which  the  great  masses 
of  the  population  have  to  put  up,  the  deep  igno- 
rance in  which  the  peasants  are  steeped,  and  the 
existence  of  insanitary  dwellings  and  workshops 
favour  the  spread  of  the  most  terrible  epidemics, 
which  at  any  time  may  find  their  way  across 
the  frontier  into  Western  Europe.  From  1899 
to  1913  no  fewer  than  forty-one  epidemics  of 
plague  have  broken  out  in  various  places 
on  the  Caspian  shore  and  on  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Volga.  Practically  not  a  single  year 
passes  without  the  necessity  of  fighting  this 
loathsome  disease  arising.  But  all  that  the 
Government  does  is  to  surround  the  infected 
distinct  "with  a  cordon  of  soldiers  and  police. 
When  the  epidemic  begins  to  lose  its  force  the 
cordon  is  withdrawn  ;  but  the  local  conditions 
remain  the  same,  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  disease  from  breaking  out  again.  At  the 
present  moment  a  visitation  of  bubonic  plague  is 
scourging  the  Volga  district,  and  there  is  no 
knowing  where  it  will  stop.  In  the  interests  of 
Europe  at  large  pressure  should  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  Russian  Government  to  look  after 
the  hygienic  condition  of  the  Empire. 


THE   UNITED  NOBILITY. 


Complaints  of  Neglected  Interests  from 
the  Provinces. 


The  Central  Council  of  the  United  Nobility,  which 
is  the  leading  spirit  of  Reaction  in  Russia,  has 
received  a  number  of  complaints  from  local  branches 
of  the  organisation  to  the  effect  that  the  Council 
does  not  devote  sufficient  attention  to  its  essential 
duties. 

The  nobles  of  Tchernigov  and  Kazan  are  especially 
dissatisfied.  They  complain  that  the  Council,  in  its 
pursuit  of  political  influence  in  Court  circles,  has 
neglected  to  deal  with  many  questions  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  nobility  in  general.  It  is  pointed  out, 
for  example,  that  at  the  last  Conference  the  Central 
Council,  at  the  suggestion  of  M.  Purishkevitch, 
hastily  passed  resolutions  in  favour  of  excluding  the 
Jews  from  the  Army,  extending  the  percentage  rule 
by  which  the  admission  of  Jews  to  the  schools  is 
restricted,  and  so  on,  but  shelved  such  pressing 
matters  as  the  land  question  and  the  affairs  of  the 
Nobles'  Bank.  The  Council's  present  policy,  it  is 
declared,  is  calculated  to  diminish  the  influence  of 
the  nobility  by  making  it  dependent  on  the  influence 
of  this  or  that  salon. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Central  Council  the 
question  of  the  relations  between  that  body  and  the 
branch  societies  is  to  be  fullv  discussed. 


At  Krementchug  a  police  order  has  been  issued 
prohibiting  the  sale  in  newspaper-shops  of  any 
journals  or  magazines  not  published  in  the  town 
itself.    Such  an  order,  of  course,  is  quite  illegal. 
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A  BLOW    AT  GEORGIA. 


25,000  Natives  Evicted  to  Make  Room 
for  a  Russian  Camp. 


The  Russian  Government  s  policy  of  persecuting 
the  non-Russian  nationalities  has  lately  assumed  a 
more  than  usually  barbarous  character  in  Georgia. 
In  this  Caucasian  country,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
Empire,  national  and  political  activity  has  always 
been  visited  with  severe  penalties.  But  the  Govern- 
ment went  much  further  when  it  suddenly  decided 
to  expropriate  and  drive  out  of  the  country  no  fewer 
than  20,000  Georgian  peasants  inhabiting  tne  Tiri- 
phona  Valley  and  the  neighbouring  mountain  slopes. 

This  valley  is  one  of  the  best-cultivated  regions  of 
Transcaucasia.  It  lies  in  the  very  heart  of  Georgia, 
a  kingdom  which  a  century  ago  was  united  to  Russia 
by  a  voluntary  treaty,  guaranteeing  on  the  "  Imperial 
word  "  of  the  Russian  Emperors  its  full  autonomy. 
In  this  beautiful  mountainous  country  there  are  few 
valleys  so  well  suited  to  wheat-growing  as  that  of 
Tiriphona,  which  is  one  of  the  granaries  of  Georgia, 
and  in  addition  produces  great  quantities  of  fruit, 
wine,  &c.  Dotted  about  the  valley  are  a  dozen  small 
towns  and  villages — Gori,  Nacreti,  Legarda,  and 
others— with  a  population  of  about  10,000,  whilst  the 
villages  on  the  mountain  slopes,  whose  arable  lands 
are  situated  in  the  valley,  contain  another  15,000 
inhabitants.  Thus  altogether  about  25,000  people, 
nobles  as  well  as  peasants,  are  involved  in  the 
threatened  expulsion. 

Expropriation   and  Russification. 

The  Viceroy  of  the  Caucasus  and  his  staff  recently 
decided  that  the  lands  in  the  Tiriphona  Valley  would 
be  suitable  for  a  military  camp  of  two  army  corps 
(100,000  soldiers).  A  military  commission  under  a 
general  was  sent  to  draw  up  a  list  of  the  properties 
and  their  valuation  prices.  The  peasants  were  then 
ordered  to  sign  documents  stating  their  willingness 
to  sell  their  land  and  to  leave  the  district.  The  prices 
were  so  low  that  they  would  not  even  pay  the  cost  of 
removing  the  peasants'  household  goods.  When 
they  asked  where  they  could  settle,  they  received  the 
gracious  reply  that  they  could  go  wherever  they 
liked,  but  that  unless  they  went  voluntarily  they 
would  be  deported  to  non-Georgian  territory,  either 
tovvards  Kars  or  across  the  Caucasian  mountains  to 
the  Cossack  country. 

The  majority  of  the  nobles  owning  land  in  the 
Tiriphona  Valley  and  the  whole  of  the  peasantry  have 
refused  to  sell  their  lands.  The  Georgian  Press  and 
the  local  population  have  repeatedly  pointed  out  to 
the  Russian  Government  that,  if  a  military  camp 
must  be  created,  not  far  from  Tiriphona  there  are 
vast  State  domains  uncultivated  and  scarcely  popu- 
lated at  all,  and  at  present  used  only  for  hunting 
purposes  by  members  of  the  Imperial  family  and 
high  officials.  But  the  Government  insists  on  its 
choice,  and  the  Nationalists  do  not  even  disguise  the 
fact  that  the  wholesale  expropriation  and  expulsion 
of  the  Georgian  population  is  a  purely  political  act  of 
rustication  aimed  at  the  very  heart  of  Georgia. 

Exposed  in  the  Duma. 

The  Russian  Press  has  so  far  shown  a  remarkable 
lack  of  sympathy  for  the  Georgian  peasantry  ;  even 
the  most  advanced  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow  papers 
have  barely  mentioned  the  affair  ;  and  the  very 
detailed  speech  delivered  in  the  Duma  on  June  12th 
by  the  Georgian  deputy,  M.  Tchenkeli,  exposing  the 
Russian  agrarian  policy  in  Georgia,  was  fully  reported 
only  in  the  St.  Petersburg  Labour  paper,  the  Nasha 
Rabotchaya  Gazeta. 

M.  Tchenkeli  first  of  all  spoke  of  the  Government's 
barbarous  scheme  of  destroying  the  fields,  vineyards, 
and  orchards  of  the  Tiriphona  Valley,  and  of  driving 
away  a  population  which  for  over  ten  centuries  has 
lived  and  worked  on  its  highly  cultivated  lands.  This 
project,  he  said,  is  but  a  link  in  the  general  Russian 
policy  in  Georgia.  The  Duma  grants  annually 
over  100  million  roubles  for  colonisation  purposes  ; 
but  of  this  sum  Georgia,  which  is  more  densely 
populated  than  any  other  part  of  the  Empire,  has 
never  received  a  single  rouble  to  help  her  peasantry. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  representative  of  the  central 
Government,  the  Viceroy,  imports  Russian  peasants 
from  the  centre  of  the  Russian  Empire  into  Georgia, 
allotting  to  each  colonist  family  an  average  of  ten 
dessiatins  (twenty-seven  acres).  The  Georgian 
peasants,  for  their  part,  seldom  possets  more  than 
from  three  to  four  dessiatins,  and  often  nothing  at 
all,  since  the  Russian  Government  refuses  even  to 
sell  any  of  the  vast  State  domains,  the  former 
national  lands  of  the  country,  to  Georgians. 

The  Russian  Colonists. 

Similar  treatment  is  meted  out  to  the  Georgian 
peasants  by  the  Peasants'  Banks,  which  have  been 
established  all  over  the  Empire  with  Government 
money  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  peasants  to  acquire 
lands.  The  branches  opened  in  Georgia  had  a  cer- 
tain number  of  mortaged  landed  properties  to  sell — 


not  to  the  local  Georgian  peasants,  but  to  Russian 
peasants  imported  bf  the  Government.  Without 
blaming  those  poor  ?norant  people,  it  may  be  said 
that  they  are  little  fitt  d  for  the  intensive  agriculture, 
wine-growing,  and  sic-culture  prevalent  in  Georgia. 
This  is  proved  by  a  nport  drawn  up  by  the  Viceroy, 
which  states  that  th  Russian  colonists  frequently 
cut  down  the  vines,  vhich  it  has  taken  long  years  to 
bring  to  perfection,  Whether  with  the  mulberry-trees 
needed  for  the  silkw  rms,  in  order  to  use  them  as 
firewood  ! 

Georgia  and  the  Constitutional  Movement. 

Until  recent  years  the  Georgians,  and  especially 
the  peasants  and  wokers,  were  in  the  vanguard  of 
the  Russian  Constituional  movement.  In  all  four 
Dumas  the  Georgian  deputies  showed  themselves 
daring  fighters  of  tie  Autocracy ;  Tseretelli  and 
Lomtatidze  are  still  lundergoing  penal  servitude, 
and  other  deputies  1  tve  died  in  prison.  To-day 
MM.  Tchkheidze,  Gut  Dvani,  and  Tchenkeli,  together 
with  their  Russian  b,  tthren,  are  in  the  forefront  of 
the  attack  on  the  bu  eaucracy.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Russian  Govtrnment  will  not  succeed  in 
arousing  national  h  itred  among  the  Georgians 
against  Russians  in  general,  and  that  in  the 
struggle  which  Georgia  has  begun  for  her  auto- 
nomy, based  on  her  treaty  rights,  she  will  find  sym- 
pathy not  only  in  We  iern  Europe,  but  also  among 
the  advanced  and  h  nest  section  of  the  Russian 
people.  Georgia  ha-  a  full  right  to  this  support, 
for  from  the  very  beguiling  of  the  democratic  move- 
ment in  Russia,  fron  the  time  of  Tchernychevsky 
and  all  through  the  pc!  tical  trials  and  prosecutions, 
she  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  struggle  for  free- 
dom. 


THE   STOLYPIN  CIRCULAR. 


Government's  Reported   Intention  to 
Legalise  the  Position. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Cabinet  has  come  to  a 
decision  with  regard  0  the  vexed  question  of  the 
late  M.  Stolypin' s  fam  us  circular  relating  to  Jewish 
rights  of  residence  .hich  will  afford  relief  to  a 
considerable  number  <i  Russian  Jews. 

This  circular,  whic  1  was  issued  on  May  22nd, 
1907,  provided  that  all  Jews  settled  in  forbidden 
places  before  August  ■  t,  1906,  should  be  allowed  to 
remain  where  they  vsere  provided  that  they  had 

orisinol'.y    po.:i-':""i4%  :    right    of    residence  and 

subsequently  forfeit"1  it,  and  had  a  family  or  a 
domestic  establishmtn  in  the  place  in  question. 
Since  the  end  of  193;,  however,  the  circular  has 
been  largely  disregarded  by  the  local  authorities,  and 
a  great  number  of  ^pulsions  have  taken  place  in 
defiance  of  its  Drovisipus.  Appeals  have  frequently 
been  made  to  the  Senate,  which  has  given  the  half- 
hearted decision  that,  although  M.  Stolypin  had  no 
right  to  issue  an  orde!  cf  such  a  nature,  the  privileges 
it  granted  cannot  be  Rescinded. 

The  Jews  to  whorji  the  Stolypin  circular  applies 
have  therefore  been  IV) ng  on  the  edge  of  a  volcano, 
never  knowing  when  ruin  mignt  descend  upon  their 
heads  by  the  issue  of  [an  illegal  expulsion  order.  It 
is  now  stated  that  the  Cabinet  intends  to  legalise  the 
position  by  submitting  to  the  Tsar  the  draft  of  an 
Ukase  confirming  thfe  terms  of  the  circular,  but  at 
the  same  time  expressing  the  desire  that  in  future  no 
more  orders  of  this  kiid  shall  be  issued  by  Ministers. 
About  12,000  Jewish  families  are  affected. 

Day  Trips  Outside  the  Pale. 

The  question  has  been  raised  whether  a  Jew 
living  within  the  Pale  of  Settlement  has  the  right  to 
visit  places  outside  th;  Pale  during  the  daytime  if  he 
returns  at  night  to  hjii  legalised  place  of  residence. 
Four  Jewish  residen  s  in  the  government  of  Kiev 
were  recently  arreste  1  and  prosecuted  for  trespassing 


in  the  prohibited  at 


a    They  explained  that  they 


o  sleep,  but  the  magistrate 
tl  sentenced  them  to  terms  of 


few  hours  of  the  daj 
The  law  on  which 


resided  in  a  suburb  |«!thin  the  Pale,  to  which  they 
returned  every  nigh 
found  them  guilty  a. 
imprisonment  rangiig  from    seven  days  to  three 
months. 

Against  this  convic  ic  n  the  Jews  appealed.  Their 
counsel  pointed  out  t  la  there  was  actuilly  no  law  in 
existence  which  pr(^iioited  Jews  from  spending  a 
outside  the  limits  of  the  Pale, 
the  magistrate  had  based  his 
judgment  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
rights  of  Jews,  relatiig  exclusively  to  persons  under 
sentence  of  exile. 

Counsel  further  reminded  the  Court  that  the  same 
question  had  been  raised  forty  years  ago,  and  had 
been  decided  by  t'u-  Senate  once  and  for  all  in 
favour  of  the  Jews.  W'  h  regard  to  Kiev  in  particular 
the  Senate  had  had  <  <;casion  in  1901  to  repeat  its 
former  interpretatk  1)  A  the  law,  allowing  Jews  to 
stay  outside  the  limi  i  of  their  legal  place  of  residence 
during  the  day,  bujt  not  during  the  night,  if  they 
resided  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  of  Kiev. 

The  result  of  thf  appeal  was  that  the  sentences 
passed  upon  the  Jev  s  uerc  quashed. 


HINDRANCES   TO  TRADE. 

Premier's   Unsatisfactory  Reply  to  a 
Commercial  Deputation. 

The  deputation  from  the  Council  of  Trade  and 
Industry  Conferences  appointed  to  approach  the 
Premier  with  regard  to  the  new  commercial  restric- 
tions was  received  by  M.  Goremykin  on  the  4th  but. 

The  Premier  was  urged  to  bear  in  mind  that,  no 
matter  how  favourable  the  economic  conditions 
might  be,  no  development  of  Russian  trade  was  pos- 
sible until  better  opportunities  were  created  for  the 
free  play  of  individual  initiative  in  commerce  and 
for  the  attraction  of  investors  in  large  numbers.  The 
Government,  however,  had  recently  devised  a  whole 
series  of  measures  that  were  calculated  utterly  to 
destroy  all  individual  initiative  and  energy  among 
the  trading  community.  Special  anxiety  had  been 
caused  among  business  men  by  the  new  restrictions 
on  joint-stock  companies. 

In  his  reply  M.  Goremykin  admitted  that  unneces- 
sary restrictions  interfered  with  trade,  but  main- 
tained that  the  new  restrictions  could  do  no  real 
harm.  In  certain  cases,  he  declared,  companies 
would  receive  special  consideration,  and  with  regard 
to  them  the  restrictions  might  be  relaxed. 

Anti-Semitism  and  Commerce. 

This  undertaking,  however,  failed  to  satisfy  the 
deputation.  It  was  pointed  out  that  trade  could  not 
be  dependent  on  the  occasional  withdrawal  of  the 
restrictions,  which  would  always  exercise  a  depress- 
ing effect.  Mention  was  then  made  of  many  impedi- 
ments by  which  Russian  commerce  was  confronted 
owing  to  the  persecution  of  the  Jews.  In  particular 
the  Premier's  attention  was  called  to  the  unexpected 
order  by  which  Jews  were  forbidden  to  rent  shops 
at  the  Xijni-Xovgorod  Fair.  On  this  point  M. 
Goremykin  promised  to  consult  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior. 

After  citing  a  number  of  other  instances  of  the 
Government's  undue  interference  with  private  busi- 
ness, the  deputation  again  turned  to  the  question 
of  general  policy,  and  repeated  its  conviction  that  no 
development  of  trade  was  possible  unless  the  Govern- 
ment adopted  a  settled  economic  policy  and  removed 
the  limitations  and  restrictions  which  hindered  com- 
mercial enterprise  and  the  steady  flow  of  invest- 
ments. To  these  representations  the  Premier  merely 
replied  that  he  sympathised  wiih  what  had  been  said, 
and  that  he  was  always  ready  to  receive  in  audience 

tho  rcprcacntat'vcu  of  Ruo.-iun  trade  and  industry. 

After  interviewing  M.  Goremykin  the  deputation 
called  upon  the  Minister  of  Commerce,  M.  Timasheff. 
The  latter  expressed  himself  as  fully  in  sympathy 
with  the  demands  preferred.  Xo  Minister,  he 
declared,  could  give  his  assent  to  restrictions  on  the 
rights  of  joint-stock  companies.  The  restrictions 
which  had  lately  been  issued  were  only  intended  to 
curb  speculation  in  land,  but,  since  the  order  had 
given  rise  to  misunderstanding,  the  Government  was 
prepared  to  issue  a  special  explanatory  memorandum 
making  the  scope  of  the  new  regulations  clear. 

M.  Maklakoff's  Obsession. 

The  mind  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  is 
evidently  obsessed  with  suspicions  of  the  activities 
of  joint-stock  companies.  Ke  appears  to  cherish 
the  idea  that  there  is  always  some  danger  to  Russia 
lurking  behind  such  institutions,  and  their  operations 
invariably  raise  in  his  mind  weighty  considerations 
of  a  national  character.  Recently  an  insurance 
company  known  as  the  Guarantee  Society  called  a 
meeting  to  consider  the  proposed  new  issue  of  shares 
to  the  value  of  two  million  roubles,  and  all  the 
reso  lutions  submitted  were  carried  nan.  con.  This 
unanimity  appeared  strange  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior.  The  absence  of  a  single 
vote  against  the  proposals  suggested  the  idea  that 
the  meeting  was  of  a  dummy  character,  and  that  the 
actual  possessor  of  all  the  shares  was  a  foreigner 
living  abroad — perhaps  even  a  Jew.  M.  Maklakoff 
is  not  the  man  to  remain  inactive  when  Russian 
interests  are  secretly  attacked  in  this  manner.  He 
reported  the  matter  to  some  of  his  Cabinet  col- 
leagues, and  demanded  the  issue  of  an  Imperial  order 
dissolving  the  Guarantee  Society.  His  lellow-Mini- 
sters,  however,  considered  the  reasons  he  adduced 
for  closing  the  Society  to  be  a  little  inadequate,  and 
refused  his  application.  M.  Maklakoff  thereupon 
made  formal  representations  to  the  Council  of  Mini- 
sters, and  his  report  is  now  awaiting  the  Cabinet's 
decision.  If  it  is  approved,  Russian  companies  will 
have  to  take  care  in  future,  unless  they  wish  to  court 
compulsory  liquidation,  that  no  unanimous  resolutions 
are  passed.   

The  First  Department  of  the  Council  of  the 
Kmpire  has  decided  that  the  Duma  speech  of  Deputy 
Tchkheidze,  in  which  he  dwelt  upon  the  advantages 
of  a  Republican  n'gime,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be 
prosecuted,  is  criminal  in  its  contents,  and  that  the 
case  must  be  tried  before  a  special  Supreme  Court, 
such  as  usually  tries  high  officials  who  are  charged 
with  offences. 
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